


81 DS OF THE STORM 

The story of Marjorie Ozanne's bird 
hospital on Guernsey really began in 
1940 when the Nazis occupied the island. 
Many of those who escaped to the main­
land left behind their pet birds, which 
Marjorie rescued and sheltered in her 
own home. Aided by her friend, Nell, 
she carried on her Own secret "war" 
with the Naz is to save them from des­
truction and feed and protect those 
inju red and helpless. 

A gai nst a fear- laden background 
she dedicated herself t o rescuing and 
protect ing t he birds , half-starving her­
self and bartering clothes and shoes in 
order t o provi de them with fOOd. Her 
co ncern was such that eventually even 
the Germans helped her inclUding the 
dignified, jackbooted Dr. Ortmann. The 
storm of war passed, but the winds and 
seas cont in ued to batter Guernsey and 
leave bird-Vi ctims in their Wa 
Marjorie's hospital also Continued ak~ 
today she is famous throug hout Eur n 
for her ornithological kn oWledge ope 
e~perie~c~ in the treatment of a.nd 
birds ; It IS a fame well justified ' ShCk 
hospital cares for hundreds of b' er 
every year, ranging from touca Irds 
seagulls to Puffins and corm ns and 
Some have been injured and rn orants. 
on cliff faces and rOcks oth arooned 
become oil-clogged. In the r e,rs .have 
cases it is a matter of Hfe and ~aJorlty of 
patients overflow into her ho Cieath. Her 
over the bedroom and bath r me, taking 
biggest headache are j'ho

s 
oorn, but her 

wish to. le~ve her. ., e 'Nho don't 
. . This IS esSentially a "bird" 
It IS also a hu man stor bOOk b 
wa~hic exam~le of how ib~rOViding lJt 
I nstlnct can eXist and Per . , Sarnarit a 
most adverse circurnstall~I:~.againstth~ 
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skill with which she can make them well to fly free 
agal!l. 

The short while alone is enough. Before the brief 
half-hour ends, and the causeway is lost in the tide 
again, she is walking back, eager for t,he squawking 
commotion that greets her return. 

'There'll be more than 600 birds this year,' she 
reminds Nell that evening. 'There are the baby robins 
to feed,' she adds. 'Four 'of them, found barely alive 
an hour after their bi~h alone in th(i nest. Then , , 
there's the gannets, and the hissing owls. And there s 
Vee,' as she feels a tweak at the apron she has ~utc:On. 
'Two years old this spring ... .' . 

Outside, the last light fades gently into the obsCU
:
lty 

of night, a light breeze quickens into a moan~of wInd 
from the west. And Marjorie Ozanne is glad that som~ 
birds, at any rate, are safe against the storm that may 
beat upon the island that night. • 
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Two charming and eflorrnOU& successful books by 
, o 

P' 

SOE.D FOR A FARTHiNG 
Walter de la M are described the book as "a little gem" and 

wrot e: "The photog raphs are astonish ing in t hemselves and a 
wonderful wit ness of the love that extends to all creatures great 
and small. W hat ~ marVel 01 i nsig~t the bird gives to ~yone with a 
groat's-worth of Imaginatio 11! One asks oneself how could that 
languageless (o r all but languageless) morsel of feathers have 
loved anything so dearly as he loved his human friend?" • . _. ' 

In his Forewo rd Dr. J ulian Huxley has written : .iMrs. Kipps 
records a number of remarkable facts ... and her book contains 
m uch of scient ific interest. But it has also a general appeal, both 
in the account of ~rs. Kipps ' patient devotion to h~r s~arrow, and 
in the many details, often unexpected and fascmatmg, of the 
sparrow 's behaviour and ind ividuality. I have much enjoyed read­
ing it , and I am sure t hat a w i de public will share that enjoyment". 

SO LD FOR A SONG 
Sold for a Song is a companion book to Sold for a Farthing. It is 

t he story of an A rab ian Mongoose, a small animal "sold for a 
song" t o a j unk-shop because he was "untameable", and bought· 
by t he auth or out of pity f a r his sufferings., The book is a true 
b iog raphical an d psycholog ical study of this little outcast who, in 
t hree years of association wi t h his mistress, became perhaps one 
of t he most interesti ng animals whose tale has ev"er been told. 

Each Crown 8vo Illustrated Eac .I6'net 
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