Bat Ficus benghalensis L. Moraceae

The English name Banyan tree was given by the Britishers as the Banias or the Hindu
merchandisers used to assemble under this tree. The banyan tree considered sacred by Hindu deities
including Vishnu, Brahma, Kali, Lakshmi, and Kubera as it represents ‘Lord Shiva’, also
this tree symbolizes the creator ‘Brahma’ due to its longevity and with “Yama’, the ‘God of death
‘for not letting even a blade of grass grow under it. In Matsya purana it is referred to as “Kalpa
Vriksha or Wish fulfilling tree” as it represents eternal life for its special roots that props out from
its branches supporting its expanding canopy, reflecting the Sanskrit name ‘Bahu pada’, meaning
‘one with many feet’. In the ‘Bhagavad Gita’ Krishna uses the banyan tree as a symbol to describe
the true meaning of life to the warrior hero ‘Arjuna’ as well as it is highly regarded in Buddhism for
Gautam Buddha, who sat under this tree for seven days after attaining enlightenment to absorb his
new-found realizations. The wedded women during the Jyeshta Poornima, fast and circles the
banyan tree supplicating their husbands’ long life. This tree metaphorically gets compared with a
hermit who cannot raise a family or support a household and only has spiritual aspirations as
commonly seen under the banyan tree are hermits who have left their materials aspects of lives in
search of spiritual aspirations. The greatest of hermits, Shiva is represented as a stone called
Lingam under the shade of the banyan tree. However, it is considered unlucky to sit under it at night
for the belief that banyan tree provides shelter to supernatural beings, which is perhaps the reason

why this tree is often found in isolated and secluded areas.
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