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in reference to those birds whil are usually the

objects of pursuit with the’ sportsman ; ¢

and to certain other animals which, eithmg justly I
. or erroneously, are supposed to Lenjurious to |

little book in the expectation of finding a seies=

tific treatise on
arallatorial, and natatorial orders which might be

while

- ? ::.1IP}}I:J‘:F'{11 to be ineluded
sive title, will be doomed to {lla‘t'[l]cl! utptn:r

their welfares and increase. —
The ornithologist, therefpre, who opers this

&

those families of the rasorial, ', '+ *

in its rather comprehen- i

those 1t1du1gum 1{”1:1:::- who coun find

7 amusement, or n.l.n'ltmn JSrpm grawer pursmis, il

the author’s

LipE give B favourable feception to these pages, .

in which
ment with instruction, and thus

¢ (rnithological Rambles" may per-

he 11.'1- :mlm\mnrd Lo hlund entertaiis
n(l[l new votaries
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'OHAPTER 1. :

v~ &Ll pagure’s diference keeps all nnture's [II-'iItw:."—l"l.'l?‘l:-
-

The Partrids r-.-—(- sue of the Farm— Certain Agricultural
Linproveme nts injurions to the Parkridge and adverse to

the ‘-uI.‘_-.n‘“nu.—.-[,:_.r[t;]mn Partrilze E.LI-]‘EL‘]:; ever ]a.I'II:I'I-'- |

ta breed in Captivity —Easily domestieated —Ancedote—
A Friend to the Farmer— Has many Enanics, Quadruped
and Biped—Destructive mode of Netting—The Quail—
Itz Capture in France, Sicily, Malta, &e. — Tidentieal

with the Dird of Stripture—Red-legged Partridge and

Common Partridze— Affinity and eqpecquent Hostilim—
]

Examples among Birds and Quadrupeds,
.

-
Asoxe our native game bitds there is not one

jnore essentially Sfera aatgrd than the cdmmon

-

partridge (perdjx cinerea), and yet there is none |

whose increase and welfare haverbeen so di-

rectly favoured by the m!}}ru'l."{ll'lc'lllb in modern

agriculture, The inaccessible pe aks of the highest

mountains are the resort of the ptarmigan ; the
. . i
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- GAME EIRDS AXD WILD FOWL. .

blackeock loyes the unreclaimed swamp amI:t]u:
birchen or alder glen; and the red grouse
haunts the moor and ‘the barren heath, rgtreat-
ing *invariably before the progress of cultivation.
Even tlh." quail ‘would stem to plef'ur the compa-
rativ |_11, .slove nly "mode of ll.“‘!"L lmmllml through-
out the greater part of Ireland, to the refined
system of hu;b‘mdn now cunu.l on in England.®
It is indeed a 11:;11.u'.kah!c f'mt' that for the last
fifty years these birds have been gradually dimi-
nishing in the latter country; and, apparently from
an uppvam. cause, have been steadily increasing
in the sister island. I have myself found them
far more numerous during the willter on the half
‘reclaimed arable glounds, in the immediate viei-
nity of the great bogs, which had produced

scanty and precarious crop of oats, than in the Im'g{',
well-feneed, and thoroughly drained wheat-fields.

Hut the partridge is _;mr pxcellence the game of

th:_ farm, #ad, cMeris ngﬂum, the finer the crops
of cereal grain and the higher the turnips, the
larcer and more Difnerous will be the covies
found in such districtg. =

Yet there are certam recent, refinements in
agriculture that are decidedly injurious to the
wellare of this 'l:mi, and others which must be
carnestly dcl}rw.':tu.] 'h_r,r the sportsman. The

'l'hnm-psnn g * Natural Hizstory of Treland.’
L

=
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MODERN F.-"l.'i.{:'lll.\'l[: \'E[lbilUS SPORT. u
. g
system of grubbing the wide old fashioned hedges
or ©shaws,’ and replacing them by narrow, well-
clipped quickset fences; wooden palings, or iren
vails, ostensibly fors |:'|.|Iu purpgse of jnereasing
the surfaceeof ploughing land, deprives*the par-

tridge of a favourite nesting place, and the shooter®

of an excellent and convenient coser into which
he could always caleulate ore driving them ,when®
the covies were wild, and the twmips thin. A
still more obJLcl:ImuLIe improvements’ is the
introduction of the fagging hook,’ which in
many counties has superseded the good old
fashioned sickle. From the shape and size of
this instrument, and the mpniier in which it 15
used, the stalks of the wheat are cut close to the”
ground, and the stubble—the glosious stubble—
is thus relentlessly shaved down as effectually as
if the operation hagl been performed by a scythe ;
and the birds, finding ng place of concealyient
there, or in the neighbouring fences, are quickly
alarmed at the np;:rn:mh_ of the shooter, and,
almost before his dogs have begun to range the
ficld, run to the upp:}siﬁ: side, scud over the
hedge, and take refuge in the nearest pu:r:c of+
turnips. Here, too, *the modern s}sl:em is
against the sportsman. The swhite rounds or
Swedes have been sowed in drills for the freer

. admission of air, and more perfect drainage of

L . 8.2
.
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the soil, so that the field is intersected from ene
end to the other by straight narrow alleys, along
whicli the birds run with extraordinary spted;
and instegd of finding tl:lum well seattered at or
near the spot where they wére markgl down—as
*was the case when the old broadeast style of
sowing was i "l'U"._:,"I.HU.—-il(' has the mortifieation
*of seging them far sut of shot, ;mpping a gate in
a compact body, and may thank his stars if' their
next flisht should-happen to be inEo a patch of

clover dr standing oats,

But although the common partridge may thus
be said to follow in the steps of civiljzed man, and
to be attracted by'thg labours of the agrienlturist,

*still there is scarcely an instance ¥ of its having
ever bred in captivity, while the experiment has
frequently proved successful with the red-legged
species, as well as with grousg and black game ;

» _dndeyet, individually, the bird is eminently sus-
Eeptl.b]n* of Jumestlf_dtmn in confinement, and has
been known to enm:c the sfmnm:-ql. personal
attachment to its owner. A Isu!"r in West Sussex
liad a tame partridge for many years: it was a

* % & There is but one reeond, a5 far as I*am nware, of the
parridze brewling in confinement.  Sir Thomas Marion
Wils®, Bart., had 2 small covey of geven or eight hatched
and reared by the parént Lirds in bis aviary at Charlton in the
wnmmer of 1542 1 so these birds o 1543."—Yarrell's
¢ Hist. of British Birds," seeond edition,

. e

t
|
|
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} THE PARTRIDGE A FRIEMD 'I."l.r'l THE FARMER. 2
s L =

mere chick when it came into her possession, and

no dog or parrot ever presented a more perfect

3 model of aflection und docility,  Although it had
the run of the housesits favourite quartprs were in
the drawing-room, *where it would sit for hours
on the Back of the chair usually occupied by®its®
beloved mistress, and never fail to exhibit t"l.'erj'

symptom of rrm*t and concern duoring heg ocea”
sional absence. When she retired to' rest it
would acumnp'un her to her chamber, sand take
> up its position near the head of herbtd. No

Ll
wonder then that many a tear was dropped when,

from an unt,_nm,h accident, it ¢ went the way
of all ' pets. =

The partridge is decidedly a friend to the
farmer, even more so than the pheasant; as his

consumption of grain is less, and the quantities
+of injurious weeds and noxious insccts devoured
by him at all seasons of t]lL }ru.u are dnofe

G. Wilking, who has hewluuud mich attention
to agriculture 1;1 Fssex, 1.E11|¢ addressed a neigh-
* bouring ﬂu‘mer who hed solicited l|1:-. adviee,

. - % N
h “If you have a nest of partridges, encourage
them. All the summer they live upon insects,
2 wireworms, &c., and considerdhow many millions
a covey will destroy in a single summer!” He
. mizht have added, and in the winter and spring;
: e :
<
- .
] .
& ]

considerable, in pr :}pﬁltmn to il'lb size. ‘The Rev.
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- °
for, if the crop of a partridge be examined, duriig
those seasons, it will be found to contain chieily
grasses, grubs, and minute colcopterous insécts,
which in the larga state arey in a greater or less
degree, injurious to vegetatioh, .

* Where the country is open and magpfies nu-
merous, the nest of the partridge is subject to
Trequent depredations, especiallysduring hot dry
summers, when the herbage is_scanty, and the
epes thorefore ecasily discovered. T!u: peculiar
mode of yoosting at night generally ;u!uptcd by
"the whole covey, who are squatted m a circle
in an open part of a stubble field, wjth lhf_*n tails
in the centre, and their heads tumed outwards,
'r.lthuu-*h apparently well ealculated to enable
them to percsive the approach of danger, yet
exposes them to certain deadly enemies, among

whom the night-prowling fox and the human

I.chlm stand pre- emigent. The former, from
“his keen scent and stealthy muda of advance,
frequently sweceeds in_ springing into the midst
of the family, and in sacrificing several of their
number — especially in® wet weather.  To say
-nothing of the various systems of wiring, snaring,
tmpp_mg and shantmrr usually Lm|ﬂu3ut by man,
there is one mode of netting—although many
are practised—that is not much known, and seems

to deserve especial notice from its destruetive cha-
. e
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DESTRUCTIVE MODE OF NETTING. i
L] -
raeter, and the success with which it is frequently
attended. Two or three poachers, disguised in
respectable attire, *travel about the country in
a gig or dog-cart, aceompanied Ly a single pointer
-

or setter. #One of Yhe party alights at°the out-
skirts of a village or country town, and proceed-*
ing to the public room of the mearest tavern,
soon falls inlu'_c‘on'-'m'sm'lmr with some of the -
unsuspeeting inhabitants; and passing himself off
az "an 1|'|t:_|hfrenl: traveller,! or lkeen sportsman,
about to pay a visit to the neighbouring®Squire,
soon obtains sufficient local inforsoation for his®
purpose. The other ‘gentlemen’ have in the
mean time put up their horge and gig at an inm
in a different quarter, and while discussing their"
brandy-and-water at the bar, haves' pumped” the
landlord of all the news likely to prove useful to
the fraternity. A4 a certain hour in the evening
the trio meet by appointment at some spre- =,
arranged spot outside the village, and eommence ]
operations. Affer comparing notes, the most
promising groung is selected. A dark night and
rough weather are '11| tn their favour. The
steady old poifiter, w ith a lantern round his neck, *
is turned into a stubble field, and a net -'Jt fine
texture, but tough materials,«is produced Trom
a bag in which it has hitherto been elosely packed.
The light passes quickly across the field—now

. * .

f L]
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3 GAME BIRDS AND WILD FOWIL.

- L]
here, now there, like a * Will-o'-the-Wisp '—sas
the sagacious dog quarters the ground rapidly,
yet with as mueh care and *precision as if he
were working for, a legitimate sportsman in open
day. Suddenly it ceases to ove, then advances

*slowly, stops, moves once more, and at %ast be-
comes stationary. Two of the men then take
%the ngt, and making a circuit wntil they arrive
in front of the dog, shake out the meshes and
place it in a proper position on the gl‘{luul:]. Then
standing opposite to each other, and holding
“either end of. the string, they draw it slowly
and noiselessly over their quadrupeq ally—whose
exact position is inglicated by the lantern—fre-
'quuuLI}' c;tprm'[ug at the same time an unsuspeet-
ing covey huddled together within a fow inches of
his nose. When this operation is carried on by
experienced hands, an entire rganor may be effec-
tually stripped of partriglges in an incredibly short
'.\'[::mu- of time.
Although she quail (coturnix vulgaris) is known
only as a summer visitor in most parts of England,

yet in Ireland it has of*late years been met with -

«in considerable numbers :!'r.trillg th winter. The
London market is well supplied by guantities
which are netteds in France and sent alive to
this country in the spring, where they are sub-

sequently fattencd for the table. Mr. Yarrell
: e

-&.L‘-
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) THE QUAIL, a
L ] N
“ fhund, on inguiry, that three thousand dozens
have been purchased of the dealers by the Lon-
don .I:uu!u-rm"* in one season.” Most of ghese
birds are males, -l.xiﬁr.]; arrive -from she south
a few 1L;1,~.-lu.‘tuu thou partngrs, and are then
rluuwﬂ into the net of the fowler by a well-

imitated love note of the female. In Italy,
-

Sicily, and Malfy, they are stll more numerous.
As they fly by night, and generally close to the
shore, long pets stretched on poles and extended
over the edge of the water are used in eapturing
them. One hundred thousand have been taken
in a single daw on the western coast of the Nea-
politan territory. Great numbers arve also killed,
not only by regular sportsmen in the field, but
by the motley population of the*maritime vil-
lazes on the Mediterranean, on the return of
these migratory flocks to their winter quarters
in Africa and Asia, . - . o o
Mr. Yarrell ]'ili shown very ingeniously and
satisfactorily, that there i every refison for be-
lieving that thisg-the only migratory species of
“quail—was the identical bird alluded to by the
Psalmist, when'it pleased the Almighty to furnish
an ample supply of food to the famishing Isgacl-
ites in the Wilderness: “ He eatised an east wind
to blow in the heaven, and=by His power He
hmught‘inlllw south wind. He rained flesh also

-

.
- FHR
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upon them as dust, and feathered fowls, like® a
the sand of the sea, and He let it fall in the
midst of their camp round about” their habita-
tions ; sosthey did eat ang wWere well filled, for He
_ Bave them their own de *;11...:I * DButsa versein a
buhh;quont psalm even more distinetly ]'-nmh to
the bird in question: *“The people asked and

-
He brought quails! and satisfigd them with the

bread of heaven.” + : .

The Introduction into this country of the red-

. legeed partridge (perdiz rubra), called also the

Guernsey paftridge and the French partridge, is
a subjeet of regret with most spertsmien, espe-

, cially in some parts of Norfolk, where the value

of certain manors has been much deteriorated by
its increase. *In the first place, their extreme
wildness, the rapidity with which they run, and
t'Imn reluctance to take wing, are serious objee-
ﬁuna, as they nos only spoil the dogs, but disap-
point the shooter. In the next, even when
killed—althbugh theig varied plumage, and espe-
cially the brilliant colour of the beaks and legs,

cannot fail to be :1t1|1ﬁ1‘|;:l——}'et. the flesh is far”

- g . - & =
inferior to tbat of any of our game-birds; m-

deed, in my opinion, scarcely to be distinguished
from that of a ghinea-fowl. Lastly, it has been
found that in thode districts where they have

#* Pealm Ixxvin, 26-29 1 Pealm ev. ;‘I.U.
*a
- -
. -
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oiee obtained a firm footing, the disappearance
of our indigenous partridge (perdiz cinerew) has
been the resule: tme to be regretted in pevery
point of view, :purfm" and culinary » for, with
S0 nmm &.md\anmr?-_}, the foreigner does not

s B
possess 'a single redeeming quality to justify “his

usur}ntmn. .

It has often®struck me a% % singular fuct in
natural history, that when two species which are
very closely, allied are brought into Jll\[:zl)ﬂalrll.'lj.'l.l

the weaker or less warlike will gradually give way |

to the other, and eventually beconte exceedingly
rare or extingt. It would appear that similarity

in habits, as well as a near ralationship or affinity,

is a necessary condition. The old English black
rat (muws ratfus), now almost urknown in his
native land, had existed in this country lor ages
on good terms wish the water rat (arcicola am-

phibius), and even with sthe gommon moute —,

with whom he sas specifically allied—until the
importation of the voracjous grey *rat (mus de-
cumanus), .to whpse superior strength he was at
last obliged to succumb. *Thus the pheasant and

the common ‘partridge had prospered and in-°

creased on the same manor for centuries, gntil

the latter was in some instanfes turned out of

his inheritance by his contirtental relative. Two
species — or rather varieties — of the common
N " -



12 GAME BIRDS AND WILD FOWL.
(] L ]
pheasant were originally introduced into this
country ; the Colehican from Asia Minor, and the
ring-uccked from China. The lafter was the
less robust of the two, :md,'_ besides other well-
Jmarked distinctione of plumage, was characterised
by a white ring round the neck. In |nrm'c~s.5 of
time the Colthican increased and multiplicd,
while the Chinaman diminished U an equal ratio.
It is said, however, that they bred frecly toge-
ther, and that the former, being the more
.pu-.-.-crf'u'I; gradually absorbed the other, while
the white collar, that still adorns the necks
of many of our modern pheasants is all that
Jgemains of the plumage of their remote ances-

tors.

A friend of*mine, whose residence adjoins an
ancient building, under the massive eaves of
which great numbers of swiftsannually rear their
_}:nuﬂf_;, has pbseryed that previous to their ar-
rival in the beginning of May, the air overhead
is filled with®swallows gnd martins at all hours of
the day, but as soon as the swifys have regularly

taken possession of their summer quarters, their * l
“smaller congeners retire from the immediate
« neighbourhood ; searcely an individnal is to be ‘1 \‘
seen there durin® that season, while the shrill r
notes of the *screcther’ resound from morning J
till night.  Ahout the middle of .'J‘LU:__TlINL the e
-:' .
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- ' ,
scehe again changes. The swilts, the last to
come, are the earliest to depart. The swallows
once more mike theiv appearance at ‘ the old
hospital,’ and continfie to haunt the ngighbour-
hood until, with the '-:m'lg.' [vosts of Octolicr, they

= -, ' . -
wing their way to the warmer regions of the

southern hemisphere, -

But the most temarkable example of this hos-"
tile tendency in apimals of similar habits that has
ever come ynder my own notice is thatuflorded

by the chough and the jackdaw. 1 have else-

where stated * that all my attempts to discover the
former specigs on the maritime coast of East
Sussex—where it was once ,plentiful—were un-

. + i L]
suceessful, nor could I ascertain to my satisfae-

tion that a single specimen had been killed or
seen for many years between Brighton and
Beachy Head. Subsequent observation and in-
quiry have satisfied me that it Jis been banished
by the jackdaw, w hose numbers have palpably in-
ereased of late, and I believe that thessame process
is taking place oy the cliffs of Dover, and on many
parts of the southern colist of England. Some
years ago, I [dund rrrmt numbers of choughs on*
the precipices of Caldy Island, off the coast of
Pembrokeshire, and procured several speeimens;
but observed no jackdaws, although I saw two or

# { Omithologienl Rambles in Sussex.!
.- .

-t
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' [ ]
three pair of ravens who from time immemorif—
as at Beachy Head and Newhaven—had lived on
excellent terms with the red-legaéd crow. "But
the daw has, | am told, sifice made his appear-
ance thére, and the ;_;mceﬁlT. slendes bill of the

. c'h'c:uugh can prove no mateh for the hard, conical
beak of the grey-pated intruder. Indeed, I can-
“not help fancying that his doonf is sealed: that,
like the black rat, he must evgntually give way
to his nrore robust cousin and disappear from the
_ cliffs of Albion; and thus, as too frequently hap-
pens in analogous ecircumstances among a nobler
race of bipeds, the instinet of selfishmess is often
most powerfully degeloped by the ties of rela-
: tionship and the clash of interests.

L
L]
-
-
- . . .
-
-
-
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L]
.
- L]
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CHAPTER IL

# Ogam fecile dbelpiter saxn, saecr esp ol
e

1 ais sublunem in wube &0

rensamiy tenct, podibusue oviacerat uncls :

[ linir

i

Tuin eror ot vidsm Jabuntur ab setheze plumse.”'
-

® VimgIL-

Peregrine Faleon — Truthfulness of Virgil's Dedeription—
Haunts of the Peresrine — [|L:T-:|]il,'l.'f?=' Dominjons —
Extenzive Geozraphieal Distribution—Grouse and Pere-
grine—Ineident in Ircland—Prguidise for Wild Fowl—
The Faleon's Watch-tower — Disappointment—Change ®
of Toctics—Attack and Pursuit— Unsuceessful Swoop—
Chase continued—Dagth of the Mallafl—The Rod and
the Gun—Faleon and Teal.

How obviously has fthe poet of mnatyre*
pointed to the peregrine in this passage ; although
certain learned systematists—in cowpliance, no
doubt, with the jmpcrinus' necessities and refine-

“ments of modern classifieation — have deprived
him of one of his anclent titles (aecipiter) and .
conferred it on the ignoble apnrrm;rhw.vk. whose
short wings and general confowmation are bétter
adapted to a denizen of the Jower regions of the
air and of the woods, than of the clouds or the
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precipice.  Indeed, the dcy(‘r]]ﬂ!ﬂn will Rold
good even as regards the favourite prey (columba)
of the peregrine as every falconér knows, and
az I ean jmyself, testify f.rm'l‘l personal observation
of his Habits in a state of nature. @n one of the

*thesq hawks have +for many a® long year been
established : there have I frequently seen either
of them plunge into the midst of a party of
rock pigeans (columba livia), as they issued from

- . -|
a deep fissura in the face of the rock, and carry

one off to their expectant family, Even the
deadly clutch of the falcon at the moment that
*he grasps his quarry (comprensamgue temet) is
true to the Lfe, for although at other seasons,
and in different situations, he usually fells his
victim to the earth at a single blow, yet when
foraging for his young he selects from the motley

* inhabitants ‘of the eliff one of moderate size—a

pigeon, a puffin, a herring gull, a jackdaw, and
occastonally even his congener the kestrel
greater burden might dmpede his ascent to the
» cyrie; and it would be irﬁ-.tricrah]j' lost if struck
in the c-rdin:lr}' manner, and suffered to fall inta
the sex, perhaps 1wany hundred feet below.
But although saared to the gods (saeer ales)

in classic times, and although to the vigour,
® = 8

mibst inaccessible ledges of a lofty maritime cliff
on the northewest coast of Ireland a pair of

fora

A
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courage, and doeility of this noble bird our ances-
tors were indebted for so large a sharve of their
amusément—when Iris value was so great that
in the reign of James she First a sum equivalent
to a thousangl pounds of our MONey wias once
given for*a well-trained ¢ cast,’ or pair—yet ih
these degenerate days he attracts but,little notice,
except where his ?ccui-'immi forays among grpuse
and partridges, ul'_his wholesale depredations in
the neighbourhood of decoys or on preserved
lakes or pul;ds wlich are stocked with water-
fowl, draws down the vengeance of the keeper
and consigns hjm to the deadly trap. His eyrie
too is occasionally plundered, of its contents by
some adventurous native, to whom the sale of
the eggs or young may prove a forgmate specu-
lation—and strange to say, the latter are less
likely to find a pugehaser now-a-days than the
former—Dbut although from the d.nllful andl diffi-"
culty of robbing the nest of thc peregrine, and
his now comparative \'hnll.ll-.‘:a'sll(.‘\‘i i o sporting
point of view, offr_thar with his great wariness,
his wonderful powers of wing, and the altitude
at which le fli;s when searching for prey or per-
forming his migrations, it might be expected Ehnt
the species would have multiplied of late years,
yet such does not appear te be the case. In-

creased attention on the part of ornithological
L} -

-
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observers may have been the means of revealing
to the public the preeise situation of the breeding
place of a pair or so in nfost of our matitime
counties; but ueverﬂu:l:*w its existence was well
knowrr from time immemdrial to the neighbour-
ihg inhabitants, and the traveller will always
find, on prasecuting his inguiries, that the bird
is Qonoured witle some provincial title which
has generally a direct reference to his prowess,
the species on which he preys, his powers of
flight; or to the locality itself. During my own
wanderings J have invariably found this to be
the case. I have seen peregrines at their eyries
in Sussex, in the Jsle of Wight, in Devonshire,
on several parts of the coasts of Nerth and
South Waleg, and in similar situations on the
north-west, and south-west of Ireland; and
although in some of the mpre remote of these

“plyces I might have qecasionally flattered myself

that I was ?i_he first actual discoverer of the fact,
yet an ornjthological chat with the natives was
always sure to dt‘\I:L']. the pleasing illusion. I
found that the circmmstance of the percgrine

= being established in their neighbourhood, and

even the exact situation of the eyrie was well
known to them, and the tradition of its having
been similarly occupied in bygone times regu-

larly handed down from their ancestors; and that
- = @
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the gull-hawk, the puffin-hawk, T.h.. duck-hawl,
the Slml]J—“]I]:ful hawk, the great blue hawk,
the greéar hawk of Benbulben, the hawk ol Cadia,
&c., invariably turned sout to be the pepegrine,
whether the .m‘:ln‘-ll;!ﬂnn'!.I.'.-l.-.- conveyved in the
language 8f the Saxon, the ancient Briton, of
the Celt, .

The jealousy irherent in this bird and certain
-other rapfores prompts them to expel their young
from the neighbourhood of the nest as soon as
they are able"to provide for themselves, por do
they appear to tolerate the intrusion of another
pair within many miles of the original stronghold.
The extensive geographical distribution of the
peregrine—for it has been found in all regions
of the old and new worlds — together with its
hardihood and enduring powers of flight, will
account for these exiles being able to pitch their
tents as colonists in any qparter of the globe.
Certain it is, that many birds of the year, or

¢ passage hawks’ as they were termad by our
ancestors, to nh'itml'm-h them from the foyas,
or bird taken from the eyme, are known to ap-
pear in Hollandg and different parts of the Con-
tinent, at the period of the southern .mtumndi
migration, when the old faleoners ased to e lljllll‘l_
them by means of a net and a lare ; and evidence

is wanting to show that these birds ever return
. = -
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to their native country for the purpose of mstab-

lishing themselves in the breeding season : yet
the species must be almost emnipresent, fob there
15 1o nest of this faleon on the face of the carth,
howewer remote or isolatdd, wherg, in the event
of the death of one of the proprivtors, the
survivor will not succeed, generally within twenty-
four hours, in finding a helpnnlu of the opposite
sex, even when none but tlu, original pair had
up to.that moment, purlmps, EvVer hu-ren obzerved
in the neighbourhood.

"L]Thuu"ill_ the most formidable foe that any
bird of moderate size could encounter, yet from
its general partiality to an open country, the
grouse and ptarmigan more frequently become
its prey thay any other species of British game:
indeed, there are few sportsmen who have shot
much on the maritime moors of Seotland or Ire-
lagpd, who could ngt recal to memory having
seen some of their wounded birds struck and
appropriated by t]m peregrifie. I particularly
remember an instance of T.}IL kind oceurring to
myself at the close of a wmuac-.l,]mntmfr expedi-
tion, during which the Tates Lade bieen decidedly
1.:1:1[:nr4;|[11L1.mu:-+ It was one of those du:,s that a
spoftsman abhars. The weather was sultry, and
the scent bad. My dogs, as tired as myself,

had dropped to heel, or now and then perhaps
. -8
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would :'-'I.Ii.!ll:'t'll:-‘ start ofl' on a briel but ineffee-
tual beat, and soon slink back to their former
statio. I was -dragging my weary limbs up the
interminable slope ofs the last mmmmm that
separated me from the lodge, and nlu..ul\ antici-
pating the pleasure I should derive from the first =
alimpse of its chimneys in the valley beyond,
when at an unc‘qmctud moment up sprang, an * -
‘old ecock gzrouse l'mm a little gully formed by the
bed of a narrow stream, and wheeling over my
head, away fe went, ¢ cucketing ' down the -
hill. Ihad only time for a random _shot, which
appeared merely to stagger him, and left a few
feathers ﬂu:uatmfr on the air. TFis flight, however,
became gradually more laboured and difficult,
and I had just raised my hands tg my eyesin
hopes of marking him down, when a shadow
passing over the ground near my feet caused me
to look upwards, and I saw a pc;l't-rrrinc inragd = .
pursuit after my wounded bird, Tand Faining on
him every momefit. He had alreagly cleared
the valley in b.l.!i.t_‘“ and was evidently struggling
to attain the shelter of the thick heather a few
hundred yards wp the opposite brow : Lut before
he could reach it down she came and stopped his
career in an instant. Having ||u_wisl Pt NI
ATt be t:'d,lﬁ )
o fuingn hill

' * Wolkats s
3 . . % v = 1-.1-1131\\';1 ;

: = ;
ek

the prize with my successful riyal

pelled afterwards to reascend
a -
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.
which 1 had already mrluuuntr!l, I made the

best of my way, with a light bag, and a hieavy
gun, to my quarters at the lodge.. 5

The myriads of gulls, puffins, guillemots, and
razor-bills, which ceneraly inhabit the same
eliffs as the peregrine during the breeding-season,
furnish a cgnstant supply for itself and young
during the summer; while the various flocks of
wild ducks and water-fowl which visit this coun-*
try op the approach of winter and haunt our
inland lakes and estuaries on T.Im‘cuast, arg fre-
quently attended by a falcon of this species,
who, on these occasions, finds himself in the
midst of plenty, seldom failing to decimate his
victims if allowed to remain sufficiently long
without molestation. He usually abstains from
striking his prey immediately over the water,
unless it should happen to be a teal or some
other bird of small size. I had many oppor-
tunities, #bout two years ago, of observing the
tactics of a fine female peregtine, who had taken
up her quarters for fhe “'Emm; in a secluded part
of the demesne of Parsontown, which was fre-
tquented by numbers of Wild ducks. Two rivers,
the Birr and the Brosna, here unite their waters.
TRe former, rapjd and turbid, rises in the distant
mountains, and flows in a distinet current, until

gradually lost in the dark yet transparent stream
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of lh:c latter, which forms the boundary between
Tipperary and King's County; and having its
sources in one of the vast bogs which extend
through this part of Igeland, winds along, deep
and silent, occasionally t'n:utl‘uclh?g itself, as it
hurries ower Some declivity, or stretching ous
now and then into wide slugrish L}l}ﬂi.ﬁ, whose
swampy banks, will fringed with beds of reeds
and tall sedges, présent a combination of every-
thing that ean be Supposed to constitute a para-
dise for wild fowl during the winter.

Towards the close of a day's stlipeqlmuting’,
wishing to vary my bag with a few teal or wigeon,
I approached this spot as stealthily as possible,
just before the ‘witching hour®of twilight, when
the shades of evening might favour my design,
and before these birds had yet begun to quit this,
their favourite haunt during the day, and scatter
themselves over the hn"a and morasses, their usual
feeding places at night. By eraflingsalong the
side of the river, drcquently on my hands and
knees, keeping as near as pdssible to the margin,
so as to avail mystlf of evgry inequality on the
banks that might serve to mask my approach—
while at the same time the crackling of the dry
sedges, as 1 wormed my way to T.]lc edze of the
pool, might be drowned by tlm noise of a rapid
just above—I at last found my yself, though up to

. .

g o . N



24 GAME BIRDS AND WILD FOWL, .

my knees in ‘mud, and eraduallyfsinking :[;'l'pl:'l'
and deeper, yet in a capital position fof a family
shot at the fivst party of Jucks that might rise
from the cover, Two mpllards and a teal had
alveady *passed at a shore distance, but I still
seserved my five, and at last u.-I.-quin:-; nwy hands to
mive the nlu}'m, a group of about a dozen sprang
{rom within a few, yards of me, and after blazing
rigﬂt and left into them, I could see that about
half’ their number had droppéd into the deepest
part of the pool. The pointers #rere far away
with an attendant, and having no retriever with
me, I was ub.ligf:d for the present to give up all idea
of recovering them. The report’of my gun had
roused every bird *in the neighbburhood, and up
they started in all directions, chiefly ducks, wigeon,
and teal, and provokin gly wheeling round me within
pistol-shot—a common occurrence, as every wild
i'u.'n.-rl shooter knows, under Similar circumstances
— while F was® loading as quickly as I could,
attained such an altitude by she time that opera-
tion was completed, that I had nothing left but
to gaze at them as they swept aloft in wide and
increasing circles, until* they disappeared in the
distance. Just at that instant 1 saw a peregrine
falton pass rapidly overhead, in full pursuit of a
bateh which had cleared the opposite bank, and
were evidently making the best of their way to
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Killﬂ}n Bog, albut a mile off. She soon singled
out one, & duck, who, as if' aware of her danger,
suddenly quitted her companions and endeavoured,
by making a wide cirguit, to attain a greater
elevation. Th[w manentre ]..'II.U'lI'F]I.l both her
and the falcon® again within view, and nearly over
the spot where I was standing. Little did 1
think of my own gdead or woupded birds in the
absorbing anxiety® of that moment. It was
already growing dark, and T feared lest, after all,
I should not be a witness to the termination of
the chace. The faleon was just then above her
guarry, in a favourable position for dealing the fatal
stroke, but evidently waiting until the latter had
cleared the banks of the river. Another mo-
ment and down she eame, the sound .of the blow
reaching my ears distinetly, and as the duck
tumbled through the air, head over heels, into
the ecallows on the oppoqltc side of the Brosna,
I saw her eonqueror descend with clostd pinions
just above her, umtil an intervening bank of
sedges shut them both out fif'om my view.

Of all the ineidents which can oecur in the
wanderings of aa ornithdlogical sportsman, per-
haps such an example as this of the powers of
the falcon, unchecked by any artjficial influencts,
is one of the most exeiting. The performances
of trained hawks, even under the most favour-

. S50 i
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able circumstances—although by many t|r.."rru.-
the noblest sport in which man has ever lmlul”f-d
—vet 1o a eertain degree are wanting ip that
unspeakable charm which gttends the unrestrained
operations of Nature atd adds such a keen zest
w0 the pursuits ‘of her real votafies., Such at
least have .-1]“';1_1.'* been my own feelings, and
acting ander their. Jmpulse op this oceasion, 1
abandoned both dnﬂ and guh for a couple of
days, and relinquished” for that time some of the
hest snipe-shooting in Ireland, for the sake of
improving my acquaintance with the peregrine
in her winw}-quartcm. Many a cold and anxious
hour did I pass in a well-concealed position which
commanded a good® view of both banks of the pool
not far from the junction of the two streams.
On one side spread the wide callows, or flooded
meadows, stretching away towards the great bog
of Killeen, with the fairy mountain of Knock-
51121;_,{4;.1“'11.1“ in *the “distance. Immediately in
front, near the edge of the wiver, stood a dead
tree, the topmost bratich of which was the faleon’s
favourite resting-placg. Ther® she sat, erect and
motionless, as if scorning to coneceal her person,
and in full reliance on her own irresistible powers
wilenever she chpm;: to exert them.

* See Crofton Croker's * Fairy Lesends of the South of
Ireland.”

e
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On the otlfer side lay the grounds of the de-
mesne watered by the upper river, here working
its ohscure way through the trees, many of which,
uprooted by a late food, were still floating on
its surface;, there rtishing down an :1111=upt de-
scent in=a foaming cascade, or suddenly turnmg
away into open ground and expanding into many
a little bay where neithex,bush nor brambles -
could interfere with the tackle of the Hy-fisher;
while the grey turrets that flank the mmonster
telescope, and the summit of the great tube it-
self, frowned over the tops of the trees near °
the castle.

I had waited long and anxiously, but although
a duck or teal had passed now and then up the *®
river, yet they failed as yet to rousg the attention
of the imperturbable falcon. I noticed that they
kept close to the surface of the water, especially
as they neared the tall tree, and I almost fangied
that the position of their enemy hadnot escaped g
their observation® for they always dyopped sud-
denly into the stream close to the sedges. As
my own place of concealment was too far from
this retreat toeadmit of my flushing them again, .
without at the same time alarming the peregrine,

I was obliged to leave mattgrs to take fheir
course, and thus the first day wore away without

any satisfactory result. On the following morn-
. F
e C
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ing I adopted a more suceessful exphdient, n:('s—
patching a light-footed native, who wis well
acquainted with all the favousite resorts of wild-
fowl ameng the labyrinthian recesses of a distant
bog, theotigh w huh the® river meandered in its
« canlier course, I directed him to flush them from
these haunts, while I resunied the post which I
had occupied on the, preceding day. For the first
half-hour I was almost i in despair; for the falcon
was absent from her accustomed station, and I
thought it not improbable that the dperations of
* my coadjutor might have attracted her attention,
and that she was perhaps at that very mament in
full enjoyment of a chace which I was fated not
*to witness; but on 'looking up a few moments
afterwards, there she sat, bolt upright as usual,
and now erma.' minute appeared an hour, as 1
strained my eyes ctmiimmli:, in the direction
from which I expected the arrival of the first
* detachment *of ducks.” Presently a cluster of
dark spots appeared against the distant sky, gra-
dually becoming more ‘distinet, and sinking lower
and lower as they neaged the river, and at last
. keeping close to its surfact, until they seudded by
within a few yards of the commanding position of
theif enemy; whq, probably from her reluctance
to strike so large a quarry as a wild-duck, which
she could not have clutched and carried off with
" L]
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vise ACTOSS th® water, suffered them to pass unmo-
lested. Next came two or three wigeons, which
also*ran the *gauntlet with impunity. I now
began to fancy that®the appetite of jhe hawk
must have been safisfied by.some receht prey,
or that perhaps the bird which I had scen ler
strike two days before might remain still undi-

gosted. Just at* that momemt, however, a whist-"

ling of wings reached my ear; and I perceived a
party of five or six wild ducks and a few teal
¢|y1nu'1c’t1mrr from a different direction, and nearly
at right-angles to the course of “the river, which
they would gpparently have reached at a point
about thirty yards distant frpm the falcon's pu:m—
tion. But she had no intention of allowing them *
such an advantage. In an instant ghe was on the
wing, and had cut them off from their retreat.
For a few seconds it seemed doubtful which was
to be the vietim, but one pf thg Tmlllmds howing _
made a bolder dash at the stream than his com-
panions, she seemed to mark him sat onee lor
destruetion, while on his part he endeavoured
to mount above his pursuer, and strained every

; T 3 :
nerve to accomplish this objeet by ascending spi-+

rally. In the meantime his comrades, availing
themszelyes of this diversion instheir favour, scud-
ded down to the water and dashed at once into
the I'riu:ndly shelter of the sedges.  Almost at the
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same instant the faleon made a swfmp, but rwss-
ing her quarry, she suddenly appeared a consi-
derable distanee below him, and wow it seémed
doubtful whether she could vecover the advantage
which she had lost by this unexpegted failure.

* While she struggled upwards again in®eircular

gyrations, and. the mallard also made the best of

*his time to attain a higher eleyation by execu-
ting a similar movement, but in a much wider
curve, vhe two birds frequently seemed to be
flying in opposite directions. The supenm ease
" and rapidity, kowever, with which this manceuvre
was performed by the peregrine, sgon convinced
me that the result of the chace could not be
*doubtful; for the drake was now far from his
favourite element, and as each successive evolu-
tion brought his enemy nearer and nearer, he
seemed to relax in his effqrts to ascend any
_ higher, and at length turning his tail to the
wind, away he went towards the bog of Killeen,
trusting for sescape to the rapidity of his flight,
and closely pursued by the falgon. T felt that
not & moment was to*be lost if I wished to
- witness the dénouement ; so, scrambling to the top
of tlu:- bank, I was just in time to see the mallard
tumhhnn headlong to the carth, while the faleon
checking her downward career for a moment, 13
il to satisfy herself of the success of the Stroke,

i
b
I
i
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dropped to the spot where he had fallen in the
middle of a wide marsh, which 1 might have
reached, by crossiifg the river at a higher point
and making a cireuie of about Jalf a mile; but
fearing thateany closer 11:-1u etjon of her proceed-
ings might tend to alarm her from her favourite
haunts, and being quite satisfied svith my share
of the sport, I teft her to discuss her well-earned*
prize without fur ther interruption.

Many a auhweqmnt visit, however, did I pay
to the same spot before my return to England,
frequently without secing anything of the faleon, ~
but occasionglly finding myself amply rewarded
by witnessing a display of her powers. [ always
forbore from carrying my gun, lest 1 should be"
tempted to take a shot at some of, the wild-fowl,
and so disturb or perhaps scare away the pere-
erine, which was gow the chief object of interest
to me. I therefore employed my rod as aw ac-

cessory to the d.;} s sport, and although it was

not the regular’ season for fly fishing, yet on a
mu:fg_-;. day, with ‘a southerly wind and a cloudy
sky,’ 1 could always camch a good dish of well-
flavoured trofit from the upper stream, with the
small black-midge or the dun-hackle, aided by
fine tackle and a light hand. = At other times the
tantalizing rumours that veached me of some
enormous pike having been scen, as he lay asleep

- i



o2 GAME BIRDS AND WILD FOWL. *
: .
in the recesses of the lower river, wlere he logked
*for all the world as big as a ealf) would tempt
me to sally forth with the approved parapheralia
of Lm!liu;;r, to endeavour te capture one of these
monsters of the deep, who; I was gssured, had
* batfiled the arts of every previous visitor,*and was

destined to bgcome a trophy of ¢my honour's
» *superjor skill.' But although avell aware that
these leviathans existed only in the excited ima-
gination of my informants, yet as their reputed

u
whereabouts lay in the immediate -.-i;:init}' of the :
" faleon’s retreat, I used to listen with apparent |
credulity to these pleasing fables; and if I failed : |
to land a larger fish than any of my predecessors, Y o

*yet [ obtained at least the reputation of possess-
ing a greater share of those indispensable qualifi-,
cations of an angler, patience and perseverance, ’
One afternoon especially I remember, when tired |
'nIlh. want of sport, I found myself close to the 3
" spot where I’ had witnessed the last performance
of the peregxine. Haﬂng wadedl into many parts .
of the stream during the ml:rl'llll'lfi',‘ I had now the
less hesitation about venturing into the sedges;

.50 eonverting my trolling-rod into ssheater's stick,
I walked boldly into the swamp, and flushed
severul ducks, wigeon, teal, and a few pochards ;

pausing every now gnd then, when an opportu-
nity occurred, to take a reconnoitring glance .
L]
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thrgugh the thick sedges. These glimpses, how-
ever, Were so partial, and the ducks continued to
rise #o {requently without my being able to see
them, that I at last swuggled through as quickly
as the naturg of the ft'r_'rm;ml would admit, and oc-
casionallt above my waist in the water. I was wéll
repaid, however; for just as [ eleargd the cover, a
small flock of tesd, which had probably seen their
enemy overhead and skulked before me to the
edge of the reed bed, now sprang up atay feot
and took '-‘I-’i].tg with evident reluctance. Almost
at the same instant I saw the falcon.dash into the
midst of them, as if she had fallen from the
clouds, and in spite of the sudden and simulta-
neous whirl of the whole party towards the sur-
face of the water, she sueceeded in glutching one
of them and earrying it across the pool, until she
plunged with it intg a thick elump ol reeds and
oziers, which clothed a little promontory that pgo-
jeeted from the opposite side of the river.

Kind reader! IPhave perhaps detaiged you too
long on the huul{:; of the Brosna, but my remi-
niscences of almost every spot that I have visited
are so intimatedy associated with birds, that ¢ for
the life of me' I eould not help it. Had I been
less of a sportsman or more of «in nstm:mmc;, I
might perhaps have edified you with marvellous, yet

strictly veracious accounts of all that was revealed
Ly x (3]
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to my wondering eyes by the monsthr l{‘lL'\LUi\—
under circumstances too which were unmullli}
propitious for such observations. Of the stitrs or .
nebulax T'mll zny nothing ;e and of the queen of
night ||.|.*ra|.'|i I will muulj remark, jhat I aseer- P
L n'lnrrl to my perfect satisfaetion—in *spite of (
Milton and Galilee to boot—that there were
»  *neither seas, lakes,.rivers, woods, nor forests © on
her spotty globe,’ and that whatever may be
the ordinary occupatimis or the favourite diver-
sions of *the man in the moon,” he is at any rate
neither a fishgrman nor an ornithologist.

.
.
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2 CHAPTER III. R

“ Lang lave 1 repmed through lapls which are not mine,
| -
Adored the Alp snd Joved the Apennine
1=, aaiil beheld the steep

Jove's 1dn aml Olympus crofn the deep.””
+ Uypax.

The Woodeock—Summer and Winter Haunts—Deercase in
Encland—Erroncons Reason assignedsa—The true Cause
S11 r.\..ah s]—Slanghter on the Shores of the Mediterruncan
anid the 'ulrmnq:—- Clumber Spaniels—Colonel Parker's
Notes—Shooting Expeditions {6 the Morea and Thessaly
—Kornupeli—Aspeet of the Conntry—Covers of Arbtus
and Oleander— Gull' of Salonicn— Teflections on the
line Account — Protection recommended — Distri-

pree
hution in the British Islands—A Woodeock Batiue in

Ireland—The Coufinon Snipe—The Solitary Snipe.

WaiLe the phm-mnt the prn'tr:lr'l"-:', and even
the grousc, are l‘.‘}\lu_hf.{i to considerable danger
during the hn:c:ung-wnwn ; the woodcock is then
in the enjoyment of l:n‘l!npumti*-‘u security ; the
great majority of the species having returned
from their winter quarters in the British i:al:m:h.,
and the swamps -and orangt-groves of Italy,
Greece, and Albania, to the vast unexplored
forests of the North, where they rear their young
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and remain until the early frosts af the follpw-
ing autumn prompt them to repeat their southern
migration, . . #

It is singular enough that while too little at-
tention s ;_-;L"nrr.ealb' paid to the welfare of our
* gawme birds during the season of reproduction—
more especially in preventing the depredations
sof the egrstealer—and while sheir diminution
is often exclusively and falsely ascribed to the
practices of the night—shénmr, or the unrestrained
indulgence of the sportsman himsell the mani-
* fest decrease of woodeocks in many parts of
Great Britain, of late years, has frequently been
erroneously attributed to the wealthy gourmands
* of Stockholm and Christiania, who, it is alleged,
evince the same predilection for the eggs of that
bird as is shown in this country for those of the
peewit, or lapwing, and we are told that many
thoysands are thus annually sacrificed for the
gratification *of the Scandinavian epicure.®  On
this subject Mr. Lloyd very pibperly says, “If
persons, who entertain®such an upi!tiun, were to
* Bince the above wos: wriften, T have been mueh Heased

» in perusing Mr., Thompzon's recently published work on the
Birds of Ircland, to find my own opinion confirmed by Mr.
(‘u_u'r,_n "nh!t]u ws, who made a SpOrting exoursion to I\r.rwm.
in 1843. * His notes Sfate that the Norwe wiuns geent to know
little about woodeweks, and in somae places will not eat then.™

—Thompson’s * Natural History of Ireland,” vol. ii, p. 25.
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DECHEASE OF THE WOODCOCK 1IN ENGLAND. a1

:~:*.|.-:1_]u: almoss boundless northern forests, they
would probably think with me, that il the whole
of the scanty population of that part of the world
were to go out for the purpose, they would not
be able toe \]:im-_ the hundredth part of the woods
in the caurse of a year, and meqmm]} they
could not take or destroy any Luus;_uiembh, num-
ber of eggs. If they are really scarcer than they
were, it is doubléss in some degree attributable
to the greater number of persons who are in the
habit of shdoting at the present day than was
the case formerly.” *

There can be no doubt that this conjecture
is correct, and the wholesale destruction by

shooting does not take place in any part of

the Scandinavian provinces—for Mr. Lloyd him-
self says that he never killed more than three
in any one day duunw his residence in the north
of l"mupc—hut %s carried on prineipally by
British sportsmen, not only in their*native land,
but in various parts of the south of Liurope;
where their performanees have oceasionally been
such as to ¢ astonish the gatives,’” and even to ex-
cite the surprise of miny a veteran gunner at
home,

1 have had good woodcock-ghooting in Wales

and in Devonshire, and in some of the larger

% Lloyd's * Northem Field Sports.
.
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covers of the Weald of Sussex, and have Jilso

formed one of a party who had tolerable sport
i the neighbourhood of Rome and Tereacina
severul years ago, but I, have never seen so
many killed as .in'.h*v]:u'l'd. The most wholesale
slaughter, however, of these birds woukl appear
to be on the shores of the Mediterranean and
of the Adriatic. _Several British officers who
have been quartered at Malta and the Tonian
Islands have made expeditions to these wonder-
ful swamps, and wild groves of orange, oleander,
and arbutus, where the objects of their pursuit
are found in ineredible numbers. Many sporting
members of the Royal Yacht Club too, tempted
by the success of their friends, have been induced
of late years fo steer towards the South, instead
of laying up their vessels at the close of the
season ; and to vary the ch:n'n.ls of a winter cruise
in the Mediinrr.::mnn with woodeock and snipe-
shooting oif the classic shores of Grecee and
Thessaly.  Immense numbers are oceasionally
killed when the majofity of the party are good
shots, but it is generally admitted that the birds
are not in such conditiorfas thoseswhich are
with in the British islands, nor do they

met
present
so Wifficult a magk to the sportsman. A pack
or team of wild spgnicls is a great desideratum,
The Clumber breed is the best, as the

ir superior
L]
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HLL'L‘J:II_{L]I. enabdes them to work their way through
the jungles of blackthorn, where the more dimi-
nutive cocker would be soon baflled or exhausted.
Half broken dogs ase superior to those which
are perfectly, trained, as it is u'ij:salutul}r'lwcvs:i:lry
that they should wander as far as possible from
their keeper or huntsman, and bustle about in
the tangled recesses of the gover, which would
of course be inaccessible to him, while even the
habit of erying or giving tongue—so serious a
fault in the eyes of the sportsman at home—is
considered a natural accomplishment of the highest
value by the 1:'09:11:0::1{ shooter in Greece,

Never having had the good fortune myself
to pull a trigger on the banks of the Eurotas, to
shoot snipes on the plain of Marathon, or to hear
the echo of a double-barrel among the sacred
heights of Ossa and Olympus, [ am unable to
speak of the subject [rom 11{.-1'§|:||1:11 experieygee ;
but the kindness of a friend—Coltnel Parker,
Ist Life Guards—has enabled me iy some mea-
sure to supply the deficiency, and to furnish the
reader with information avhich, although it may
excite very different Teelings in their breasts,
canmot fail to prove interesting to the ornitho-
logist and the sportsman. . g

Colonel Parker's notes refer to an expedition
which l'u.- made in the Louisa yacht, with his
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uncle, Sir Hyde Parker, and a few huml:i to

the Morea and Thessaly, during the winter of
1544-5; and although the season was singularly
unpropitious for the woadcock-shooter in the
south of Gu_uce,‘nt the records of the expe-
» dition show that besides the gmLL variety of

l

|

sport 1![1:1[]0:1‘ by deer, hares, herons, bitterns, ‘
. «quails, pheasants, partridges, plovers, snipes, wild

ducks, &ec., the number of woodcocks killed on |
2 several oceasions was incomparably greater than
the most fortunate and skilful party could pro-
cure in any district of the British islands with
which I ani acquainted. This communication
also contains some acecount of the proceedings
*of two other parties who, during the same period,

visited the Peloponnesus, as well as the shores

of Albania, for a similar purpose, in the Diram

and Flower of Yarrow yachts. As the testimony

of an eye-witness is gener: LI];,r best conveyed in

his own worlls, | rrl‘b{'l}r avail myself of Colonel

Parker's pegmission to insert Mere a portion of

his letter to myself, with extracts from the journal

containing the result of each day’s sport.

.+ You will perceive that the pamty in Albania & ¥
had better shooting than in the Morea. This is * i

quit® dependent og the season. When the Witl-
ters are mild, and there is not mueh snow on
the mountains—as was the case in 1844-5— Al .
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banin affords tfe best sport; in the hard winters
the Morea.

 Chiazenza, in the Morea, is the usual landing
place from Zante, and 'hulx milgs distant from
it. Castel Tgrnese is the fortress above it The
around hdre is moderately undulating, of a r.lrf
sandy soil; the covers formed by arbutus and
bay-trees. In previous years this had been very
cood woodeock ground, but owing to the pre-
valence of fine weather this year, 1843, and
absence of snow from the hills, the cocks had
not come down so low. The same remark applies
equally to sevegal of the other shooting grounds
that we visited.

“ Kornupeli on the Morea is to the north-
east, about thirty miles from Chiazgnza. From
this anchorage we got our best shooting in the
Morea. The ground of Palametochi showed the
most sport. Near the convent of fhe above name
are some small woods, with strong undercover of
blackthorn, very difficult to me throwgh. Ad-
jacent to these is _one very isnrge wood, which,
owing to the sr.rmwl,h of the blackthorn, is nearly
impossible to beat. We ¢ould not get the Clum-
ber spaniels to go far into the cover away frunn
their master, and the kirtled Greeks did not—in
fact, could not—face the thoms, so that we did
not half beat these covers, which will partly ac-
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count for our always finding, ubon our return
to these places, nearly as many coeks each time as
the first.  Part of this covet was low and wharshy,
but nog very, wet L!Li..-_a. Year. The grounds of
Malddnada, Cortiche, and Ali Tehglebi, are open
.pluins with a good deal of fern and daks, much
like our Emnglish park scenery, with rivers and
streams intersectmg the plaigg, along which run
navrow stripes of slight cover,

® Catacolo Bay in the Morea is t_hc harbour to
Pyrgos. Here the ground is varied. A good
deal of it currant gardens,® very unpleasant to
shoot in, the dwarf vines just geaching to your
middle and eatching you every moment. There
are some wild, scmmhlmg, small covers in the
hollows — Lke the *shaws® of Sussex — some
wheatfields and some undulating sandy hills, with
thick cover formed by arbyptus, bays, and olean-
ders.  The whole of this district — Catacolo,
Pyrgos, and the Alpheus river—furnished but
little sport this year from the great mildness of
the season. Most days wege like an English
July, The sandy sdil, on which grow the bay,
arbutus, and eoleander, had préduced in former

*= Colonel Parkeg no doubt, alludes to the Zante, or Cort
] FIEEE
grapie 5 the well known litde fruit which, when dried and im-

perted into this countty, is familiar to all honsckeepers under
the name of eurrants,
. L]
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and wetter seasbns a good show of cocks, but this
year they were thin.

“ It the gulf of Sparta, on the plains of the
Eurotas, we did not fintl mmh shooting, uliltull"]l
there were sone good low covegs near Lln, mouth
of the river, and the banks of it in many places
afford good shelter for game amist its high
reeds and rushes,"which form «a Lorder, in some
parts, of good depth. ;

“In the gulf of Saloniea our first anchorage
and shooting ground was Lentorochori, supposed
to be the ancient Methone, at the siege of which
place Philip of Macedon lost his right eye. It
is on the plains of Thessaly. Our first day’s
shooting here produced a great variety of game.
Upon landing we took a line nearly direct—with-
out reference to the likelihood of the ground for
game—to our intended quarters at Sphintza, a
village twelve miles inland. o ;

¢ Near the sea-shore there was a good deal
of low blackthorn *and rm,{ly and magshy cover.
In this we first found the I_J]ll..dsatlts. The ground
gradually ascended from the shore and partook of
the character of flat patk scenery —high fern
with plenty of Velani oaks—none of very great
size. In the fern we found pheasants and dcer.
Further up again were cultivated wheatlands,
on 1.'-'I1ii:}|.wc: found 2 good many partridges and
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hares. The partridges were of ®wo kinds the
grey and the common brown,

“We descended again to the level of a small
river, :md shot along thn- dine of it ; a succession
of wild, ruait} small dovers in wljich we found
dur great variety of shooting. Pheasahts, woad-
cocks, snipes, wild ducks, teal, all in the air at the
samie time. Neisher the I:lhfnsants nor wood-

cocks differ in appearance or plumage from the

English, We fancied the p]jmsants were drier
than ours ilm‘n want of good fuedlllﬂ, but we

invariably put them inte soup, and had there-
fore no fair trial of what a plain roasted one might
have proved. The whole day we shot in sight of
Pelion, Osza, and Olympus.

“Our expedition into the interior did not
ansier our expectations, as the extracts from the
journal will show. In fact we got among such
lagge strong blgekthorn covers that we could not
work throtigh them ourselves, neither would the
Clumber spaniels face them, and T suspect that
without ¢stops’ the lllcssnh‘m pheasants run as

. fast as the British. Bhree guns had again a very

good day on their returrl to the yacht, As far as
l_‘rur experience went the shooting was alw ays hest
nearest to the shere, and it is better not to go far
inland. On the 3d of February we got under
weigh for the Vardar river, where we were told

e | e

Y
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that '\-.L shouldgfind the best shootiig in the gulf
of aiumm, but the wind changed to ‘on shore,’
so we gould not anchor there, and therefore stood
on for Salonica — and hgré our shooting ended.™ *

That the number of wodtleocks ifi Englind, and
even in Ireland, has greatly decreased during tha
last twenty years, I take to be a ﬂu,t established
and admitted on all hands. The question that
arises is to what cause the dnmnuuun of the
species is to be ascribed; I think that from
the actual obfrvations of Mr. Lloyd and Mr.
Matthews, to which I have already alluded, it
does mnot arise from the persecution of the
woodeock in His summer abode in the North
of Europe ; neither is it attributable to the num-
ber which fall to the gun of the ':pultsman in
these islands during the shooting season, But I
believe that such wholesale slaughter as that
which Colonel Parker describes on the shores .r::f

4

.
# The following extraet from the jowrnals will show the
result of six of the best #ays weodeock shooting. |

. Wsnileorks.

e

Two days at Butrifito cooverses qrasnemsasasasearess 3 1;;

Two days on tht Fanara, of Acheron river ... 3 :Jll;
Two days on the Achelous river ..o o g ::_,T .

-
Grand total of si% dB¥E geeeesansesins 1026
* -
.
. .
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the Mediterranean is the chief case of L]lt‘-]j] rds
being drained ofl’ from other quarters. "The tem-
perate climate of the southern countries of Eu-
rope will always afford styong attractions for the
woodepdk—wliose foo? is so cssentially derived
drom moist and marshy ground—dutingthe winter
months, at which period, in the inhospitable,
regions of the north, the snpw-clad earth and
ice-covered waters bid defiarfce to the efforts of
his slender bill ; and when arrived on those shores
his further progress is possibly afrested by the
philosophical reflection that having already at-
tained a sufficient supply of food he wmight
‘oo lurther and fare worse;' which would cer-
tainly be the case should he adventure himself
towards the interior of Africa! Although wood-
cocks have ‘no doubt been accasionally found in
Barbary and in Egypt, I think we are not to infer
that they are by any meahs common in those
t‘ﬂ.untricsr but’on the coasts of the Morea, Thes-
saly, Macedonia, and Albania, at Athens, and
in many .purls of *ltaly, we know that they
abound, and indeed they appear® to be concentrated
on the shores of the Mediterragean during the
winter months. Here they might probably be
exposed to but little danger from the natives;
but if our ewn countrymen, with all that ardour
which characterizes an English sportsman, should

"
|




-
PROTECTION RECOMMENDED, 45

. .
engagd in an annual erusade against them, and

especially # there should be many such deadly
shots ag Colonel Parker and his friends, the spe-
cies must manifestly be soon greatly reduced.
Here too let me observe, dhat I tlifink itewould
tend much, to the preservation dnd increase of ,
the woodeock in this country, if all proprictors
would extend to it the same immunity which is
so properly "r.mh,l:l' to our gallinaceous game
birds, namely, not to allow it to be shot after
the 1st of February., At present we know that
it is customary in many counties to shoot hares
and rabbits long after the pursuit of the pheasant
has ceased, and bn such oceasions not only the
keepers and farmers—who so far as I am inte-
rested would be most weleome to their share of
the sport—but also many idlers abouf the neigh-
bouring towns and villages, form a rabble rout
with all the curs of tite district at their heels, to
drive the covers and exterminate certain quadru-
peds and birds oveg which the law has not ex-
tended the wgis of its protection. Amorigst these
the poor woodcock b a frequent martyr; and his
fate is the more, to he Ia.mmmd that being by
general habit a migratory bird, the seattered
examples that are found during the spring arl
summer had probably resolved to  become perma-
nent settlers and colonists amohgst us, and had
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no doubt already paired and sglected some se-
cluded spot for their honeymoon, where, if ﬁmmd,
they would have nested and reared a brood. Now
by encouraging the wooicock to do this, or at
least by protcting lwm during the summer, we
should go far to'secure him as a cohstapit resident,
and the result would almost certainly be that in
a few years the number in our covers would be
materially increased. I am hatppy to say that some
Judicious game preservers in my neighbourhoad
have lately enforced this regulason, and with
them, after the 1st of February, the woodcock is
as sacred as the pheasant, and the consequence
already is a palpable and undentible increase in
the number to be found on their properties
during the regular shooting season.

The first®arvival of these birds in England is on
the eastern coast, during the latter part of Oc-
tober or early in November, when there is either
little or no wirtd, or a favourable breeze from the
north-east. After resting for a short time they
resume fheir journey towards the south-west :
invariably revisiting, if possidle, their haunts of
the preceding year, and showing a strong prefer-
ence for large woods, extensive heaths oF swamps,
amd, above all, a moist and warm climate. Ac-
cordingly, after the carly part of the season has
passed away, théy are more numerous in the
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wu!lu rn and western than in the northern and
L*axlern counties, more plentiful in Cornwall and
in Devonshire than in any other part of England ;
and as the western migration continues, under the
influence of -.. vere weathet and P]utmcladilmth
they abousd i Ireland at the very period wher
they have almost disappeared from their usual
haunts in this cougtry, as was r_ﬂpnecn!l_j, exempli-
fied last year, 1849. In the early part of the
season there was a fair sprinkling in a great wood
of West Susfex, where they were suffered to
remain undisturbed till a later period, when the
covers were to be beaten for pheasants and hares.
In the meantime a hard frost set in; the ground
was covered with snow, the brooks and springs
were frozen up, and at the tunun.mnu of the
arand  day on which it was E‘LI]L‘LI‘.t'Ll that we
should bag at least twenty woodeocks, a solitary
emaciated individual Was to be seen at the end of
a long row of pheasants. About "the same time
1 received a letter from a friend in the county of
Galway, informing me that the woodeock-shoot-
ing in the west ol Irelang was better at that
very moment than it hal been for many pre-
ceding years.

It is almost unnecessary to rgmark that tife
sister island has long been famous for affording
this sport in perfection. Indeed, my own carliest

. Fi
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recollections of the gun are idgntificd 'l.i'i.T]I it,
and [ had become a tolerable snipe and’woodeock
shooter before I had fired,at a pheasant or even
seen one on the wing, The southern “and
western® prnriﬁmﬁ are*more celebrated than the
sorthern and uu;lurll, although I fiava had grood
sport in all of them. When the party is nume-
rous, as is g:em:r:_:ll}' the case,.a great number of
cocks are killed in the large Woods; twenty-five,
thirty, and even forty couple being frequently
the result of one day's sport. It i# usual on such
occasions to employ a host of beaters, whose pro-
ceedings are conducted upon a very diflerent plan
irom that generally observed by the steady-going
assistants of the pheasant-shooter in England.
A heterogeneous army of men and boys—whose
;a.plamrnm:u:'might recal the deseription of Fal-
stafl’s ragged recruits at Coventry,—each fur-
'I]:IF]'H‘IL]. with a long pole, are’ drawn up at one side
of the cover.” The guns are either placed at
intervals .“']i{‘l‘c the backward growth of the
brushwood may affotl them the chanece of gotting
a shot as they work through its mazes—for rides
or alleys are but litde knoww in these wild
natural woods—or else station themselves in dif-
[fent parts of the coppice, or on some eminence
that commands a wider range of view —and
these are the most knowing ones of the party—

&
4
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Lmli.]-;n last thg word is given to advance, when
cach beatér shouting © Heigh cock!” at the very
top of s voiee, and laying his stick about him
with all the encrgy of a thrasher, such an unin-
terrupted .111[1 discordant *row uuc.l.:eq ad anight
well amuwv-:rv cock within hmnng from hise
place of concealment, and, in fact, causes nuwm-
bers of those birds to spring prematurely from
distant parts of the wood. Here, however, those
wary guuners who have previously taken up their
position on favourable heights possess a great
advantage, and bring down many wootcocks as
they fly in various dircctions, sometimes towards
the beaters, sometimes in the face of the shooter,
each strugegling to escape the danger, but not
knowing from which quarter it pmcrcds. By
this time all discipline is at an end. Some of
¢ the boys," having caught a glimpse of a falling
woodeock in the distanee, now fling away their
poles and rush towards the spot, all anxious to be
the first to pick upe*the bird and to congratulate
the successful shooter on his®dexterity ; who, by
the way, receives their compliments with marked
ingratitude as they come rushing through the
cover, insigt on keeping close to his person, and
so, effectually spoil his sport for, the rest of tife
day. The same scene is probably enacting in

ten different places at once. All order is at
L ]
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an end. Far away in the distagice the cry of
‘ Heigh cock! heigh cock!' may ‘now and
then be heard during the intervals of the con-
fusion from a solitary beater who as yet has
listengd® to n'ntEﬁng tut the sound of his own
svoice, and, instead of proceeding in sa straight
line, has made a wide circuit and now finds
himself um:xpec_m:l]y at the. very point from
which he started; while anather who has inde-
pendently advanced all alone, and at least half an
hour too soon, to the opposite enfl of the wood,
flushing the cocks by dozens, without for a
moment considering where the guns are, or which
way the affrighted birds take, Dut delighted all
the time at his own performanee, while the
distant sportsman inwardly curses him from his
heart. "‘lI.m} a cunning old beater, too, who
has been too long used to the thing to fecl any
L\-:'Llumr.m 1!1 it, drops quu:thr into the rear,
and sqtmtrmu under a holly-bush, lights his
“dudeen’ with the utmost sang froid, regardless
of all that is passifz around him. At last the
storm gradually subsjdes. A’few dropping shats
alone proceed at intertals fromethe outskirts of
the wood. The shooters and beaters egerge, one
b one, at difgrent sides, all cloquent on the
subject of their own performances; not excepting
him of the dudeen, who exultingly points to
L]
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.,
sundry recent fcratches on his face and shins, and
swears that he ‘never had such hard work in the
whaolé coorse of his life."

The great or solitary spipe (seolopax major) is
less frequensy met with here sthan on the con-
tinent. 1ts favourite breeding-places are in the
north of Europe, and its autumnal line of mi-
gration lies rathet,to the eastward of the British
islands. Among the hundreds of snipes that 1
have seen oy the wing and killed in Ireland,
I never could detect a single example of scolopax
major, although until T became acquainted with
the characteristic distinctions between this and
the common snipe (scolopax gallinage), 1 used
occasionally to fancy that I had obtained a spe-
cimen of the rarer bird when I hade only bagged
an unusually large or well-fed individual of the
other species. It is sometimes found in the cen-
tral and southern counties of Kugland, but as
might be expected, occurs most frequently on the
eastern coast. Some yearg ago, whet shooting
on the Pontine Marshes near Rome, in the early
part of the winter, I killed three great snipes:
their flight was different from that of the com-
mon bifd; their bodies appeared mueh larger,
and the wings shorter in propdrtion ; they kept
much closer to the ground, aitl did not—at least
as far ag my u:.:pcrirruce u'unl—ul'mr any cry,
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shﬂ“‘h:g a similarity in these 1'0#110::1.5 o sheir
diminutive congener the jack-snipe (scolopar gal-
linula). In all the examples that 1 have "seen,
the bill yvas much 51!“!';1;;!1‘" than in the common
snipe ; "but the most obvious distinetion consists
in the brown marginal markings exi_r_lm.ling over
the feathers of the breast and belly, nearly as
low as the vent, While the sime parts in the
common species are of a pure white.

A friend of mine, who passed spme time in
the Austrian provinces to the south of the Da-
nube, told me that he frequently killed these
birds during their autumnal migretion, but that
he rarely found them when the winter had set
in. IHe remarked that they well deserve the
title of ‘solimry,’ as he did not remember having
ever sprung two at the same moment,

Although still abundant in some parts of lre-
laitd, the common snipe is less generally dis-
tributed even there than f'm'n.lerly, while it has
almost disppeared fgom many districts in Eng-
land, where, about twenty years ago, it might
have been considered plentiful.  Indeed, the ad-
mirer of snipe-shooting will find comparatively
litJe room for indulgence in his favourité pastime
on this side of 5t George's Channel.  He should
betake himself to the great bogs and rushy swamps
of the sistcr_ island, or the marshes of staly and
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Gregee, | 1f amxious to have a preserve of these
birds in this country, and if his love of the sport
is sufliciently strong to induce him to nake the
necessary sacrifices, hes must possess at the same
time considegable territorial aughority, and make
up his thind te run counter to the prevailinl
spirit of the age. IHe must refraip from an in-
terference with nirture, and boldly stem the torrent
of modern innovation ; but as the rage for agricul-
tural improvement has lately increased to such a
degree as to become a fashionable mania, and
the proprietor of land may feel it no less his
duty than his jnterest to increase the productive
capabilities of his estates, it would perhaps be
too much to expect that those who have the
pecuniary means should practise sugh sell-denial,
Nevertheless, he who undertakes the drainage of
a marsh, or the 11.-1:].-‘1mnti0n of a bog, at the same

moment issues an ‘order to quit, not only, to

snipes, but to various species of grallatorial birds,

resident as well as®migratory. =

L

L

. L]
Ll
. -
-
L]
L
- -



a5 GAME BIRDS AND WILD FOWL. .

CHAPTER 1IV.

* Wow, nll nmal the rigours of the yhar,
In the wild depth of winter, while without
The eeaseless winds hlow fee, be miy retroat
Between the groaning forest and the shore
Beat by the boundless multitude of waves"'
TnoMsox's SEASONS,

Severe Beason of 1838, 1830—Winter Seene on the Coast—
Preparations for an Expedition to Pagham  Harbour —
Equipment—Irish Water Spaniel—Frozen Fish— Arrival

- at the Harbour—Flocks of Waterfowl —Wild Swans—
Observation and Plan of Operations— Mysterions Object
— Formidalde Rival — Ambnsende — Variong specics of
Wild fowl — Buspense— The Grent Gun—OfF at Tast —
Cripple Chase — Retriever and wounded Swan — The
Hero of the Gun-boat—Return, ®

Tue severe winter of 1838-1839, will e long
remembered.  The ornithologist and the wildfowl-
shooter, who 1b]‘tl.IIIaT..l‘.']_‘_|-’ happgned to be then
located on our southern shores, will reeal to mind

+ the acquisition of many‘a rare bld, and many a
sporting expedition by day and night which it has
never since fallen ® his lot to realize. Tt is true we
Lhave had hard froste and deep snows since then,
and the winter which has just passed (18}9-1850)
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has been unusually harsh and protracted: but

whatever may have been the rigour of the scason
in mdre northern latitudes, it bas never, at least
in this part of England, reached such a point
of intensity, or been attended pwith such-results
as markefl the memorable period to which I have
alluded. ar

Many feathered visitors of rare occurrence
have certainly been met with lately in different
parts of Great Britain, but they have been found
more frequently in the interior of the island
than on the southern coast, the cold having been
sharp enough to drive them from their usual
haunts, and to scatter them over the face of the
country, but not sufficiently severe to induce
them to continue their progress to the southward
or to concentrate vast flocks of diflerent specics
in the sheltered bays and estuaries of the channel.

Our evergreens, too, have escaged unhurt, The
laurel groves exhibit their wonted verdure and
luxuriance, and tlfe bay-tree flourishes as before.
Even the myrtle has withstood the chilling blasts
of the last four months.. How differently did
they fare in 1638! While on our sandy soils
they wene perceptibly affected by the severity of
the season, in the clay districtef the weald T.rley
were killed outright, their foliage in the ensuing
spring presenting the appearance of deciduous

i n b
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trees in the autumn; but as brown and brittle
as if' it had been parched by a burning sun,

l resided during that winter in a coftalre on
the coast ol Suyssex about*two miles to the west’
of I:csgnnri A swgall meadow lay iy front of my
windows, flanked on one side by a grove df stunted
oaks, which were gradually disappearing before
the inreads of the =ea

for 1.'-1L1'| spring-tides and
stormy weather it rns‘hedr over the frail bank,
tearing away the shingle and washing the pro-
jecting roots of the trees—and on the other by a
wide expanse of the channel as far as the en-
trance to Pagham harbour, wherg the low flat
coast appeared to extend suddenly to the south-
waril until lost in the low promontory of Selsey
Bill, above which the loftier outline of the Isle
of Wight was visible in the distance.

About the middle of Janpary the severity of

the scason appepred to have reached its elimax.
A cutting north-caster swept the water and car-
riedd the foam from Lhc waves out of sight in an
instant.  All the Lerrcr featurgs of the landscape
secmed to have lost their natural eolours, and
were bathed in the extfemes of tight and shade.
ih:: surface of the earth, houses, banksy hedges,
:llj.d corn-stacks were coversd with SHOW. The
sky was black and lowering, blended, as it were,
imto one vast cloud which looked spill more

-,
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.
glogmy in thesdistance as you faced the blast for
a moment and peered into the eastern horizon.
The =sea was as dark as the sky, but its surface
was broken by the white crests of lhr.' angry
waves as they hurried towaids L|!1L west, “and thus
relieved *the ﬁh:-c'uutg. on L]mi side of the pié-
ture, while long files of various specics of wild-
ducks, and small p.num of cormorants and guille-
mots, might be seen scudding along close to the
surface, but at a considerable distance from the
shore, and ;ver}' now and then a preat black-
backed, or a herring gull, swept past, a few yards
overhead, and flocks of sand-pipers skimmed ra-
pidly along the margin of the beach in the same
direction, all bound for the muddy flats and ealm
waters of Pagham Harbour. "

I had made preparations over night for a re-
gular field-day. The distance from my residence
to the mouth of the haven was little more than a
mile along the shore, and 1 was thus enabled
—though not withbut a :t1‘l‘iil1 degree,of labour,
which, lhowever, thL intense cold - rendered less
irksome—to L"ur". my Wl Tins anil :muulmnlun.,
and at the same time to dispense with the services
of an attendant, who, as expericnee had tanght
me, proves rather an incumbramee than an advan-
tage on an expedition of this kind. My long

duck-gun was now unpacked, and a heavy double,
L]

" .
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weighing about eleven pounds, glso put é‘.IID

requisition. A supply of Kley’s c'.u'trid;__-;'n;!:-; suited
to the calibre of each, with well-dried pewder
andl \mimpmol caps, were stowed away in the
larger p{u kets of my s]mntmr-' coat, while the
shialler lL{,L‘iiLItlt‘b contained the II!!I[UL‘HI]]]L]I';L‘S
necessary to gomplete my equipment.

But although L willingly dispensed with the
services of a biped :LLLt'nd:mt,‘T had one compa-
nion’ whose assistance was all in all to me on
such oceasions. This was an Trish ‘water spaniel,
whose education [ had myself superintended
his native bogs and on the shores of the Atlantic,
and whose sagaeity, courage, and (icrci]it:.' far sur-
passed those of any dog that I have been able
to procure in this country. He was rather larger
than a setter, but his legs were shorter and
stronger: his coat was Elll‘]"., entirely of a liver
colour, and of a fine silky t.u:\tmL his cars long
and pendulm:s, his feet were webbed like a
duck’s, toghe very toes; his fate was smooth; his
forehead broad and ufn{_u Eut the most striking
feature was his eyes, \othmg in canine physiog-
nomy could surpass tlfe intelligence of their
expression. They were of a bright goldea colour,
like those of a sparrowhawk : restless, and always
on the move ; indigating a joyous and adventur-
vus spirit, and an ardour and perseverance, which
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indged were yrominent qualities in the character

of their possessor.

Thus attended, and with a gun in cach hand,
like Robinson Crusoes I hastened along the shore
to Pagham. A On my wily 1 1:1.ft'with & singular
evidence of the extreme intensity of the cohl. -
Several fish of different kinds lay scattered at
intervale on the sbeach, some gdead, others dying,
but all in a pcrl‘ur:t!l;,.r fresh state, having been
frozen in their rocky lairs at the bottom of the
sea, and cast™up by the waves. Some of these were
of u species entirely new to me, and which I have
never since met with. Their colours were in-
deseribably beautiful. Every hue of the rainbow
seemed to have been transferred to their scales.® o
My astonishment could hardly have been sur-
passed by that of the poor fisherman in the ¢ Ara-
bian Nights,” when he drew forth the variegated
fish from the enchanted lake. I could not help
regarding this discovery as a "lucky omen for
myself, so havinr selected half-a-dozen of the
brightest, I concealed theih under a heap of peb-
bles, and continued on my way to the harbour.

Innumerable flights f small birds were col-

* Mr. ¥arrell, to whom [ related the eircumstanee, conjee-
prise that these fish belonged to the Verasse fumily (fabirtder),
cume of the mrer species of which are remarkable for their
heautiful irideseent eolours, ¥
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lected in the fields, and along thg hedges, year
the coast, consisting chiefly of larks, “Gmlhlrla,
grey linnets, chaflinches and yellow hammerse So
densely, indeed, were they erowded together that
they seanied to lh? almdst blended mm one vast
flack, which was LGII[I!IU"I."J Lmniuu:u.d'b!. fresh
arrivals from the interior, while every now and
sthen a little male gparrow-hawkswould suddenly
appear on the outskirts of the army, and dashing
into the midst, earry off with ease a starved and
half-frozen victim: indeed, at oné moment I
observed several of these active little camp fol-
lowers all busily plying their tmr.lc at the same
time,

Not far from the narrow entrance to the har-
bour [ found a coastguard-man perched on the
summit of a mud wall, and attentively recon-
noitring some distant object ihmuuh his spy-glass,
From this position he commanded an extensive
view of the haven which—as it was now about
full tide—spread like a great Mke into the inte-
rior. The absence of” large vessels, and indeed
of almost all kinds of sailing eraft, from this
secluded spot, would ae first strike a stranger
with surprize, but at low water the <any stery
would be cleared aip » the seene would then be
entirely chunged : g great extent of flat mud
would be lelt by the receding waters, i the
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midgle of whisl the shallow and devious channel
might be perceived winding like a silver thread
on it wiay to the sea.

At this moment, hawever, the, tide was at the
highest, and p glance into the distance “wus suffi-
cient to $how me the object 'nlllr:h had attracted
the man's observation. Several flocks of wild
fowl, apparently® brent geese, wigeon, seaup
ducks, pochards, and tufted ducks, were swim-
ming near llw further side of the estuary, while
in the midst of these, like a naval squadron
among a fleet of fishing boats, sailed a noble herd
of wild swans, Isoon perceived that they were
too far from the shore to admit of my getting a
shot at them, and had therefore no choice but
either to wait patiently in expectation of some
of the party separating from the main body
and wandering up pne of the narrow crecks on
the opposite side of the harboyr, when by tak-
ing a circuitous route, and availing myself of
any intervening ﬂrJULt- Lllrtt mlf’]ll lnu_;u: t above
the flat banks of the s\ump I might perhaps
succeed in stalking them,=or else to proceed in
search of a less noble quarry. 1 at once chose
the forne? alternative.

As 1 swept the shores of* the estuary with the
spy-glass, I had the satisfaction of olserving that
my sporp was not likely to be anticipated by any
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wandering gunner, who might have perecive the
birds already and perhaps venture on a random shot
before I could commence operations, or even de-
cide on tlIL best mode of L"lfl_'!. ing them into eflect.
There was not a Jiuman being within sight, nor
could I discover a single boat on the surface of
the water. [Lhad hardly congratulated myself on
this fortunate circmstance, 'l.\'h_n;"tl a distant object
arrested my attention. It looked at first like a
plank of wood, or the trunk of a dead tree, as it
floated slowly down a narrow ereck, and seemed
to be carried here and there at the merey of the
current; still there was something suspicious
about it which prevented me from looking at
anything else, and I continued to watch its move-
ments with igereasing anxiety.

On reaching the open water it turned round,
apparently in an eddy of the tide, and gave me
an opportunity of examining its outline as the
broadside was turned towards me for an instant.
There was.nothing, quﬂ.'-'n.-x er, in’ this hasty climpse
calculated to increase m}r alarm; on the contrary,
I now felt more thaneever convinced that I was
looking at an inanimate *log, and ny only fear at
this moment was that it might be driftisl by the
tide—whieh would soon begin to ebb—aor by the
irregular course ofs the channel, to that part of
the harbour where the hoopers were sti]l sailing
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in apparent security, and alum them prema-
turely,  On a sudden, however, it seemed to alter
its cotirse and to move slowly under the shadow
of the bank, or, as thad SE.I.ilUl'S tegm it, to ‘hug
the shore:® iy was apparently propelled by some
hidden pbwer, for it now no longer wheeled
about, but advanced steadily with ane end fore-
most, aml as I whtched its mevements while it
crept cautiously along, 1 fancied every now and
then that 1 could distinguish the slight splash of
a paddle, and my heart sank within me.

[t was evidently the gun-boat of a wild-fowl
shooter, and of one who was no novice in the
craft; but when the first feeling of disappoint-
ment had passed away, I easily succeeded in
perspading myself that I should derive more
pleasure from witnessing his operations than
in spoiling his sporf—which would have been
the result of n premature mogement on my
part, for he was yet at least hall a mile from
the objects of his pll.rsuil:—hul. ite ocenrrod
to me at the samg moment that I might even
manage to convert him info an unconscious but
important ally it contributing to my—the jackal's
—share of*it. Taking, therefore; a hasty survey
of the harbour and its shofes,*I saw that if I
could contrive to conceal mysel at a certain point
on a long and narrow belt of shingle at some
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distamee, over which the swans wonld probalgy fly
when returning to the sea, I might perhaps have
the good luck to intercept them. I lost nd time
in earryjng out this E]:I.l.i: the coastguard-man
ferried me across.the mouth of thesestuary, after
:n'lsil:it, by taking a wide circuit and availing
myself of the nature of the ground where it was
possible to mask-my advance, T succeed®d at last
in reaching the desired point, and having scraped
a hole in the loose shingle sufficigntly large to
conceal myselfl and my dog in a erouching atti-
tude, 1 placed my guns on either side of me,
and now divected all my attention to the exciting
seene in the harbour.

The ]m{:;pcrs were still there, surrounded by
several flocks of wild-ducks, some five hundred
yards from the position which I occupied, and
about half that distance bgyond them was the
gun-boat, as harmless a looking object as could
well be imagined, lying ]uw_ in the water, and
never for a moment attracting the attention of
any of the devoted birds, who appeared to be
perfectly at their eas® and in the full enjoyment
of tepose and plenty after theirYong and stormy
voyage. The brent geese and the wilons were
preening their *feathers, while the scaup and
tufted ducks werescontinually diving, or flapping
their wings on their raturn to the surfgee before
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they gagain plumged to the bottom. The swans
were also feeding, but in a different manner:
with fheir long necks they explored the surface
of the mud beneath, 'ﬂ-'lh:x'..', to judge from their
perseverance gnd the number of tails that ap-
peared at’ the same moment directed upt‘-'ai‘t[s:
they must have discovered something well suited
to their palates. ] could alsosdistinguish some
of the less common species of anatide, among
which the males of the smew and the golden-eye
were conspicuous in their pied plumage. The
sooty scoter too was there, but foraging by him-
self apart from, the main body. All this time
their concealed enemy was gradually lessening
the distance between them and himsell. Slowly
and stealthily did he advance, nearenand nearer,
until at last 1 expected every instant to hear the
roar of the stanchiop-gun, and fancied that he
must be excessively dilatory or oper-cautious, as
minute alter minute clapsed without the report
reaching my ears. ~ At last & bird roseefrom the
crowd and flew digeetly towards me, I saw that
it would pass tolerably nesr, and when in a few
seconds afterwarfls [ perceived that it was a male
solden-eye” within thirty yards of me, 1 almost
forgot the important—thou2h s yet passive—
part 1 was enacting in the scene, and as I in-
stinetively grasped my double-gun and raised the
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hammer, 1 felt tempted to pull the trigeer. yPro-
dence, however, prevailed, and T followed the
example of my sagacious dog, who lay erbuched
at my side without '||m:'in'3_,r a muscle of his limbs.
He hid seen the bird as well as myself, and his
.quir:k eve had detected my hasty movement, but
his attention was again directed to the main body
of water-fowl, several of wjich had &t Jength
taken alarm and were rising, one hy one, from
the water. It was an anxious gioment. The
swans were still there, but they had ceased to
feed; their heads were turned towards me, and
I soon perceived that the entire.flotilla had gra-
dually approached nearer to me. Now or never,
thought I. I glanced rapidly at the advancing
gun-boat—almost at the same instant a small
pufl of smoke issued from its further extremity,
succeeded by a pigmy repprt, and up rose the
entire host of, water-fowl —swans and all— the
snow-white plumage of the hoopers standing out
i bold relief against the murky sky. Then a
huge volume of smoke and agbright flame burst
from the prow, followed by the thunder of the

- 3 -
great gun itself—off at last !—ind as it cleared
a_passage through the winged mass Bstween us,
several of the nfotldy erowd fell to rise no more :
almost at the same instant the head and shoulders

of 4 man were protruded {rom a coverige of sea-

| —_——
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v.'rc.-l!,‘um!ur which he had hitherto been con-
cealed, and the next moment he was vigorously
plying his paddles in all the excitement of a
regular cripple chase. «My turn had at length
arrived : restraining the mflour of my ddg, who
only waited for o word to take an active share in
the pursuit, I turned my attention to a detach-
ment of swvans, abouat five in munher', which had
apparently escaped unhurt, and after wheeling
once or twice over the bodies of their dead
conpanions, uttering all the time their trumpet-
like notes, wete now gradually ascending and
nearing my pluun‘ of concealment. On they came,
but suddenly their leader seemed to have disco-
vered my sposition and veered round in an oppo-
<ite direction, followed by all except one, who,
as he was passing overhead, fell a victim to my
long gun. A brent goose almost at the same
instant passed on the other side, and afforded an
casy mark for the first barrel of m;." heavy double,
while the second wag discharged at a venjure, but
ineffeetually, at a party of * pochards — the last
detachment of the f"u-,_.fili'-'es,.as they hurried back
once more tothestempestubus but less treacherous
waters of ghe channel.

On procecding to the spod where my hooplr
had fallen, I found that it had peen only winged,
and that it had made its way down the further
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side of @ sloping bank of shinglg, which bounded
this part of the harbour as far as the breakers:
a lew minutes more and it would have been [up
out to sea. Here myedog proved invaluable:
plungiflg into Tlu. surfy he seized 1]11. swan by the
disabled pinion, and after a long \!ru-'”[c, during
which I [requently lost sight of both dog and
bird, he landed if safely on the beach, It proved
to be a male hooper, or \»'iltl[-sw.-m—cg;gaum Serus
of authors.

[ soon afterwards fell in with the hero of the
gun-boat, and he gladly availed himself of my
water-spaniel’s assistance in 1eL11m1wr many of
his wounded ducks, which had bl!u‘”fll‘tl to the
shore and had found concealment mmong the
rushes on the borders of the muddy coves, with
which this side of the harbour was indented. [
then examined his spoil. He had killed six
hoopers, bucnl brent "eem, and nearly twenty
ducks of different species, but none of any cspe-
cial ornithological interest. *He told me that he
had but lately launchied his punt on these waters,
having been tempted by the severity of the
season and the secludet] situation of the harbour
to migrate hither from the mud-flats of JPoole and
Pymington, whish ssvarmed with rival gunners.

On my way hoe I skirted the opposite side of
the ‘estuary, and, as the tide had by, this time
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chbed considerably, the erecks were occupied by
o " . 4

flocks & ciirlews and sandpipers. By cautiously
:l}}]!l‘l’l.‘lt‘hill:_;’ these inlets, sometimes making a
wide détowr where the ngture of the grou nd ren-
dered” it advisable, sometimes crawling en my
hands and Jdeet” as I neared the margin, I was
enabled to stalk several of the former birds sue-
cessfully, qnd to get two or three ¢ family shots®
at the latter. Beforé I reached the mouth of the
haven, I found my baggage and artillery rather
heavier than I®could conveniently carry in the
teeth of a north-eastern gale; so leaving my
duck-gun and the greater part of my booty in
charge of my friend, the coastguard-man, until
the following day, I retraced my steps along the
beach, not forgetting to pick up my [airy-fishes
on the way, and slinging the !mn}mr.'uvur one

shoulder as a trophy of my sport,
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.

ALTHOUGH there ®is something repulsive to the
true sportsman in the idea of encouraging by
artificial means the objects of shis pursuit, yet
there are so many and such pecultge circum-
sPances connectgd with the nature of the phea-
sant that it may justly be considered an excep-
tion to the rule, and unless in certain highly




L5

a THE PHEASAXNT.

t'.-n‘m::l.-ti districtg, remote from the busy haunts of
men, fnd where considerable territorial authority
still obsains, much eare, experience, and atten-
tion are necessary at alb stages of its existenee
for its wellure and preservafion. ‘e

We must recollect that the p]n,db.mt. is, strictly
speaking, an exotic—as much so ﬂﬁ'tlm turkey
or the gyinea-fowl—and, althopgh many cen-
turies have elapsed “since his first introduction
to these islands, vet his absence from our farm
yards and horhesteads is not to be attributed
to want of attention or spirit on the part of
our hreeders or farmers, but to an innate shy-
ness and timidity which have hitherto foiled
every effort to reclaim him thoroughly from a
state of nature.

He therefore seems to occupy @ position mid-
way between the domesticated “inhabitants of
the fowl-yard and those wild denizens of the
fields and the mountains, the pmmdf*c and the
grouse ; but while & should be the sportsman's
object to elevate him as much as possible above
the ignoble character of a poultry-bird, and to
render him, as dar as may be, fern aaturd, he
must remgmber that in these days there are
many serious obstacles to the welfare, nay evelt
to the existence of the pheasang, in this thiekly
inhabited .i.‘s]ﬂllﬂ, which can be eounterbalanced

* E
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only by having recourse to thgse mllhcml aids
which long experience has taught us are® abso-
lutely necessary for the increase and maiwtenance
of the species. .

I hive no intentich here of inflicting on the
reader a long L‘:ss.'\}' on the best mode of hatch-
ing, rearing, and breeding pheasants, but as my
own experiencg in these matters has been con-
siderable, and, on a few points of importance,
is somewhat at variance with established usage ;
and as during the course of my' experiments I
have been led, from accidental civeumstanees, to
adopt a plan for obtaining the eggs in a fresh
state, more in accordance with nature than had
hitherto been tried, and one moreover which has
been attended with perfeet success, 1 may be
exeuzed for devoting a few pages to the subject.

On the safe principle of leaving everything
to nature wllr-;re it is possible to do so, I am
clearly of opinion that the eggs of pheasants,
even when found in an outlying nest, should
not be taken for'the purpose of placing them
under barn-door Lews to be hatched. No foster-
mother or nurse can® ecompares with the natural
parent; and it is surprising, iml-l::ee].ulmnst in-
tredible—except o those who have witnessed
it—how frequently a hen pheasant will succeed
in bringing up her brood in safety, althuugh the

-
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nest may be plgeed in the most exposed and dan-

gvmﬂs situation, within a few inches of a footpath
traversed by hundreds of idle, bird-nesting boys,
and in the immediate wicinity of a common or
waste :_;l'{lllltl.],.“']lt‘]'u the afithority of the landlord
is a dead <letter, and where, except for the safe-*
guard which the guiet and uncbtrusive colours
of her plumage afford, the spepdy detection of
the bird would inevitably take place. Still there
are circumstances under which it may be de-
sirable to remove the eggs, and in these the
prudent keeper must act according to his judg-
ment. Should he, for instance, have reason to
believe that the nest has been previously dis-
covered by another party, who are only waiting
until the full complement of eggs are laid, that
they may pounce upon the prize with greater
advantage, he will do well to place them quictly
in the erown of his Nat, and covering them with
several handfuls of soft, dry grass, and lastly -
with his handkercldef, lodge them as soon as
possible in a cool cei]ar unless there is a sufficient
number for a almng, and a domestic hen ready
for immediate insubation. *

As the, laying season approaches, it is advis-
able for the keeper to look ocat in all the neigh~
bouring farm-yards and eottageg for elean-legged

ham-tluur.heus. Some persons recommend ban-
« 2
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tams, but although they make exgellent mothers,

vet these diminutive bivds are im_'npnhln.: of cover-
ing more than eight pheasants’ eggs effiviently,
while sixteen or eighteert may safely be confided
to the common Ehmg]ﬁll fowl. The large Dork-
“ing, from its great size, is often a favaurite with
keepers; byt I have seen so many ecases of un-
intentional infanticide committed by these huge,
clumsy-legged, five-toed matrons, that 1 cannot
conscientiously recommend l.hem.. The game-
hen, too, has her advoecates, and as a eareful
mother and watchful protector, none can sur-
pass her ; but woe to the unfortunate little men-
bers of any neighbouring cluteh of young
pheasants that may venture unwittingly within
the rails of her hutch: her hostility to them is
equalled only by her attachment to her own
brood. Now, as the ]:Lu.n or piece of mowed
grass on whicly the birds are reared is generally
capable of accommodating several families, and as
the yousg poults will oeeasichally wander beyond
the precincts of their own dmmulL into an ad-
joining stronghold, dt is doubtful whether the
truculent propensities®of theses feathered Ama-
zons are atoned for 1:3’ their other gooml_qualities.
* 1 have genemlly found a cross hetween the
common dunghill hen and the game fowl, the very
biest for the purpose; but where I.:rrauiling is car-
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ried on gn a lerge scale there is no use in being

tu-udmm The umn:l objeet is to fined hens of

any sdrt that are ready, or show indications of

heing  soon 11.*1{13, to*sit, Those “]l!L‘h have

“stolen nests Lare to be ]mhuql—-tlnt is to SI1Y,
those whith have of their own accord selected o
spot for their nest in some out-of-the-way corner
of a barnsstable, loft, or empty piz-stye. If the bird
is already sitting on her eggs she should continue
to do so until those of the pheasant are ready to

be placed under her. The former may then be

removed, Pheasants’ eggs require about five or

six days longer incubation than those of the com-
mon fowl, viz., about twenty-six days, and the
appearance of the chick should be expected about
the twenty-fourth day. Occasionally, as with
domestic fowls, the internal coat of the shell
will adhere to the ypung bird, and all its efforts
to release itselfwill prove ineffectua). This is caused
by a portion of the white of the egg having become
dry from the admifsion of mr through the open-
ing which the liftle pnsunm had previously
made with his beak, and+ being thus suddenly
changed into a luey subSstance, the rudimentary
feathers =& apt to stick to the sides of the m]hve
Under these eirenmstances it*is dvisable to assist
nature. The aperture may be increased by the
applicatign of several gentle hlows of any blunt
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substance, and the fracture mow be extepded
until it comprises the whole civcumference of the
egz; after which, slowly and cautiously, thi libe-
ration of the captive may Ve gradually completed.
I ani not now,alluding to the system of bring-
'Eng up young pheasants in aviaries, ['mrf—}--.u':_ls, or
enclosures, but to the mode which 1 consider the
best adapted for rearing, out of doors, ind turn-
ing down at once in game preserves, a number of
healthy poults during the suminer, go that in the
ensuing antumn they shall be in as full an enjoy-
ment of liberty as is consistent with the nature of
the country or the local system of preservation.
As soon as the young birds are hatched they
should be left with the mother for a day and a
night, during which time they require no food,
nature having provided nutriment for their im-
mediate sustenance in thg yolk of the egg,
the residue ofywhich has been recently drawn
into the body of the chicken and absorbed, but
the genial warmth of her Body, under which
they all nestle, is of the gr'eat‘at importance to
them. The first food *that should be given them
is ants’ eggs. These are, strictl} speaking, the
cagoons of the large rufous ant Uhr::ﬁca rufi)
which are toleralfly plentiful in most great woods
during the summer. The nests are of consider-
able elemtic:n, coneshaped, and construaded gene-

Y |
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alh of very si ] twigs and leaves of the Scoteh

fic. ® Some persons find it diflicult to separate the
egs from the materials of the nest. The simplest
mode is to place as mach as may be required—
ants, eggs, and all—in a’bag or light saek, the
mouth of* w hich should be tied “1’ On reaching
home a large white sheet should be spread on
the grass, and 2 few green boughs placed round
it on the inside, over which the outer edge of
the sheet alluulr:l be lightly turned ; this should
be done durmn sunshine. The contents of the
bag should then be emptied into the middle,
and shaken out so as to expose the eggs to
the light. In a moment, forgetting all consider-
ations of personal safety, these interesting little
inscets set about removing their precious charge
—_the cocoons — from the injurious rays of
the sun, and rapidly convey them under the
shady cover uﬂhrdt_d by the foliage of the boughs
near the margin of the sheet. ]|1 less than ten
minutes the work%will be mmphtud Jt is only
necessary then tg rémove ‘the branches, and the
eggs, OF COCOONS, Ay be scollected by handfuls,
utmu:umhmed* with sthks, leaves, or any sort
of rubbish.

Many kinds of farinaceous and vegetable {fod
have been recommended foy young pheasants

when they are a little older, such as the green
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tops ol barley, leeks, boiled j'it‘-‘.-.:l':uuh"rl grgats,
oatmeal, &e. They are all excellent, but I am
satistied that they are almost always given #t too
early a period. In a state oY nature their food for a
long time would he wholly insectile, Now as it is
I'mL i our power to procure the qu:mtii:'g.' and va-
riety of small insects and larva which the mother-
bird so perseveringly and patiently finds for them,
we are obliged to have recourse to ants’ eggs, as
easily accessible and furnishing a_considerable
supply of the necessary sort of aliment within
a small compass. Ants' egss, indeed, are the
right hand of the keeper when bringing up young
pheasants; without them he may almost despair
of suceess, and with a good stock of them his
birds will thrive apace and eseape many diseases
to which they would otherwise be continually
linble. L

A large swayl of smooth green turl, planted
here and there with shrubs and eVergreens; or
@ small meadow, newly WOWN on purpose, near
the keeper’s house, and bounded by a coppice
or plantation, afford good sites for the nursery.
On this the coops should be pladed at intervals
of several yards [rom each other. Thése should
be shaped like the toof of a cottage, open be-
neath, boarded atethe back and at each gable
end, but with rails in front sufficiently, wide to
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uh:TLl of the ingress and egress of the chicks,
vet %o clbse as to prevent the hen from {|1Iil.[|.t'|ﬂ'
it. A lid to fit this pact of the coap, or vip,’
should be laid over ite at sunset every evening.
This will prevent the whweleome intthsion of
stoats and weasels, and thuung last, not lease
in iniquity, of rats. It should be pl*lcml in its
proper position as gently as linabih]l; 80 48 not
to alarm the young pheasants, who, as they ad-
vance towards maturity, become exceeding shy
and wary, staft from underneath the wings of the
hen at the slightest alarm and betake themselves
to the nearest cover, from which it is frequently
a long time before they again issue, and if the
shades of evening have fallen in the mean time,
they have no little difficulty in retracing their
steps to their own habitation.

The coops should be moved morning and even-
ing, as the hen ought to have a fresh picce of
areensward underneath her twice every day.  At-
tention to this poind is of the greatest importance.
She may be fed with barldy, rye, or oats—the
first is the best—which shguld be thrown inside
the coop, but the ants’ eges, and whatever is in-
tended exelusively as food for the chicks, ought
to be placed just on the oytside, or she woutd
have no compunction in appropriating the greater
portion of it te herself. When about a week

« E D
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or ten days old, Emden groats :uul COArse Ec;tﬂh
oatmeal may be mixed with the ants' tggs,®and
curds made from fresh milk with alom, are an
excellent addition. If as’ eges cannot be pro-
cured in’ sufficient quahtities, gentles should oc-
tasionally be gix::-ll, which may be olgained in
the following manner. An ox-liver, a sheep's
head and pluck,,or the leg of a horsg, should
be suspended from the bough of a tree in a warm
sheltered situation. Beneath this a wide shallow
tub, half filled with bran, should be placed. In
a short time the meat will be thoroughly fly-
blown, and in a few more days it will be covered
with maggots, or gentles, which will continue to
drop into the tub, where they soon become
cleaned and purged in the bran. A large spoon
or saucer may be used for removing them, Next
to ants' eggs, these perhaps constitute the best
“standing dis!l.' for young 'phuasams, and have
besides the advantage of being within the reach
of every breeder. Wasps' ntsts, containing the
larvie and pupm, miy be procured without dif-
ficulty at & later period of the season, and “afford
a most acceptable treat. If the supply of these
should be too great for immediate wsg, or if it
sflould be thoughteadvisable to economize the
stock, it will be necessary to bake them for a
short time in an oven. This will prevent the
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larvie and nymphs from coming to maturity—in
facd® kill them—and the contents of the combs
will keep for some wecks afterwards. Hemp-
seed, crushed and mingled with oatmeal, should
be given when about to tvean them frofn. an in-
scet dietn  Hard-boiled eggs also form a usefil
addition, and may be mixed for a long time with
their ordinary farinaceous lood. :

A supply of fresh water is of importance. It
may be placed in wide shallow saucers, which
should be pdrtly inside and partly outside the
coop, so as to be within reach of both the hens
and the chicks. The best sort are made of
common tile clay, in a series of concentric
ridges, each about half an inch wide. These
hold a sufficient quantity of water, and by en-
abling the chicks to walk through them without
wetting their feathers, are superior to a common
plate or pan. They may be had at most country
grocers’ or earthenware shops. :

Young pheasants are subjeet to a kind of diar-
rheea, which often proves fatal. If the disease
be taken in time, boiled rice and milk, in lieu
of any other diet, will wenerally effect a cure
Ta the.-se_ <halk may be added, to counteract the
acidity which attends this complaint, and shofld
the symptoms be very violent, a small quantity
of alum, as an astringent.
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But the most formidable disease from u']:'icli
the young pheasant suffers, is that knowh by®the
name of ® the gapes'—so termed from the fre-
quent zasping ellorts ofsthe bird to inhale a
mouthful of air. Chickehs and turkeys are equally
Rable to be affected by it, and it nm::: be vemarked
that a situation which has been used for many
successive seasons as a nursery ground,is more
apt to be visited with this plague than one which
has only recently been so employed. Indeed, I
have observed that it seldom makes its appearance
on a lawn or meadow during the first season of
its occupation, and, therefore, where practicable,
it is most strongly to be recommended that fresh
ground should be applied to the purpese every
year, and when this cannot be done, that a quan-
tity of eommon salt should be thrown broadeast
over the surface of the carth, after the birds have
left it in the autumn. This scourge is not con-
fined to pm:!tr_;-ynrds and aviaries. About the
latter end of June, 1848, I wisited the pheasant
nursery of a friend, whose head-keeper is perhaps
one of the most intellizent of his calling, and
has had more than balPa centumy of experience
in rearing tame pheasants. Nothing «could ex-
eded the beauty and dhe natural advantages of the
spot. It was in.a large orchard, with a southern
aspeet, near a garden well fenced and secure
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.
{rom the attacks of vermin, The green turf was
ket cavefully mowed, and the old apple-trees
weres suiliciently far apart to admit the sun-
shine, while their spreading boughs aflorded a
cool shelter to the young broods during® the mid-
day hieass, bout fifteen or twenty coops wefe
scattered here and there, cach containing a steady
businesg-looking «barnzdoor hep. T[-Tcr:‘, was one
whose sole thoughts seemed to be engrossed with
the eare of her newly hatched family, who were
snugly nestldd under her capacions wings, while
she seemed to puff herself out to the greatest
possible dimensions, that the prying stranger
might not cateh even a glimpse of her precious
little ones. There, was another, apparently in
all the agonies of despair at the sudden flight
of her truant charge, which, Iuwling just begun
to learn the use of their wings, had fluttered
into a clump of Faspberry bushes in alarm at
my sudden approach. There again, was another
in the full enjoyment of maternal pride, as her
¢ happy family ' ran in antl out under the bars
of the coop nml'jum]:ud.nim‘l:ly upon her back
or sat basking between her shoulders. Ants’
eges were in abundance, and a goodly shower
of gentles were constantly dropping from *the
corpses of two grim-looking gats, suspended from
the !jl‘u-lll.‘h of a pear-tree, who seemed thus, as
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it were, condemned to make some atonement 'f'ur
their manifold sins against the g.'lm;—l:m'.-i.' Efery
thing, in short, appeared to be prosperous, and
about two hundred youwg phensants were in
perfect, Mmjoyment of health and happiness in
that favoured spdt. A month r:l:]ﬁs.r_-d-hetbru |
visited the place again. The old hens indeed
were there, but logking shabby.and disegnsolate,
while a few sickly, gawky poults sat near them,
with half-closed eyes and ruffled plumage, start-
ing every now and then from an apparent state
of stupor, and with open beaks and necks ex-
tended to the utmost, making a long spasmodic
effort to breathe ; while others, among whom the
disease had as yet fallen less heavily, or who were
perhaps recovering from its effects, were lazily
passing between the rails of their coops or loung-
ing outside in the sunshine, like the convalescents
of a fever hospital.  Three-fourths of their num-
ber had been :s:.:.'ept away during the last fort-
night by that dreadful scourges the gapes, which,
like certain diseases fhat affect the human sub-
ject, seemed to have Dbeen engendered and fos-
tered by excessive popudation wishin a limited
district. The place had been devoted, to the
safle purpose year after year, and the germs of
the disorder, althoygh occasionally dormant for
a season, were always ready to hreal.;. out at

Vil
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s
an unexpeeted moment with increased viru-
lente.

Dissection has proved that the latent cause of
this malady is a ménute worm of the genus
fusciola, which is found “adhering to the.internal
part ui'*rhr.*.'wimipipc or trachea, Oceasionally
it may be discovered just within the aperture of
the glogtis, but generally it is more than hall-way »
down, and not unfrequently near the bifurcation
of the trachea. It adheres closely to the internal
membrane By means of two suckers, is almost
devoid of the power of motion, and altogether has
rather the appearance of a small artery or red
muscle than of a worm. Nevertheless, it is
obviously the immediate cause of this distemper *
and of death itself, which is the result of suffoca-
tion from the highly inflamed state of the respi-
ratory apparatus. To any one aware of this fact,
it is evident that all uttmnptc:.] modes ol eure
whicl have reference to the digestive organs must
be utterly hopeftss, and yet there is hardly a
gamekeeper or henwife who does not boast of
some original nostrum, which, being administered
as food or driak, must &f course pass through the
a:sophagus, or gullet, into the stomach. 1 have
seen such remedies triedein shundreds of cfses,
but, of course, without sugpess. Tracheotomy,
and thg removal of the worm—il such a delicate
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.
operation could be performed o so tender a

subject as a young pheasant without of ifkelf
causing death—might be attended with happy
results. I have witnessedsits {ailure even when
attempted by a master-hand, and that of many
other ingenious mechanical contrivancessto effect
the same object. Hitherto, I am convineed that
ne specific has bpen discovered, amd that the
method recommended by Colonel Montagu is the
only one that promises a chance of success. This
is fumigation by tobacco-smoke, under the in-
fluence of which the poults should remain long
enough to ensure the death of the tracheal worm,
while its effects on themselves should not exceed
the limits of stupefaction. Here, in fact, is the
difficulty. The experiment should, if possible,
be tried at an early stage of the disease. I have
myself frequently performed it with suecess under
such circumstances, and lave as often failed after
t had become ﬁrm]y established, and when the
constitution of the birds had een weakened by
its ravages.  Having” said thus much on this
pheasant plague, 1 shall not allude to any of their
minor diseases, which, Mdeed, ifs taken collec-
tively, are not of a hundredth part of the im-
portance of *the gapes;” but as I firmly believe
the tobacco-smoke gure to Le the Dlﬂj’ one that
holds out a probability of success, and as much
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eare_and attengion to all the details of the ope-

ration are abselutely necessary, to cnable the
practitioner to steer the middle course between
stupefaction and sulfodation, T shall here tran-
seribe it in the words of Colongl Montagu him-
self, to whose intelligence and ingenuity we are’
indebted for the valuable discovery 1=

“Tn oxder to hdminister this fumigation in
suflicient quantity, there is some care required
that the chickens, which must be confined in a
close vessel, are not suffocated. We have re-
peated this operation with the utmost success by
confining the diseased chickens in a box, with a
door on one side about half the height of the
hox, with its hinges so placed as to open down-
wards. By this means the interior can be exa-
mined from time to time, in order to observe the
density of the smoke and the state of the chickens.
To a person in the habit of smoking tobacco there
is no difficulty in lighting a pipe, and by intro-
ducing the bowl tiirough an aperture, the smoke
may be blown in, till it appears considerably
dense, which must be examined every two or

. L ]
three minutes. ®

* Wheat" any of the chickens become stupefied
by the narcotic quality of* tht fumes of e
tohacco, the operation of blowing the pipe should
cease; agd as fresh air will rush in when the



a0 GAME BIRDS AND WILD FOWL. 8

.
door is opened, there will be no danger Ul &Ilﬂﬂu
cation, If, however, any should appe ar 1o be
more exhausted than the rest, or than is requi-
site, they should be taken®out, and they will soon
recover when removed from the gmoke. We
hiave found that the longer the chitkens are
confined in the smoke the better, but that a
certain degree ofs density» is réquired te destroy
the worms by its caustic quality. As dense a
smoke, therefore, as the chickens can continue to
exist in is best, and the ecriterion is stupefaction
and the loss of the use of their legs; when that
effect appears, 1io more smoke should be intro-
duced.

* As soon, however, as the chickens recover
the use of their lexs, they may be suflered to
remain in the fumigating box for two or three
hours ; but remembering I.I}_zu, the inhaling of a
large quantity of smoke in half an hour will be
more effectual than a whole day confined in a
small quantity,” # y

An object of the first impogtance with all who
are anxious to ineremse their stock of pleasants,
is to procure a good supbly of frefh eges. I have
already expressed an opinion that evty the out-
Iying nests, if no cxposed to the most imminent

. - ’ 5 = e
* Bupplement to the * Omithological Dictionary '— Article
¢ Pheasant.” .

- e
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.
risk of discovayy, should be allowed to take their

L!hltl:."‘ trusting to the natural instincts of the
femalt bird to enable her to escape detection,
while at the same time*no pains should be spared
in thwarting the illegal depredajions of those idle
vagabonds who haunt the outskirts of every
manor. An adequate number of eggs, therefore,
from hi# own bedt is mot to be expected by any
proprictor, and as to purchasing them from per-
sons in his |1‘eigl1huur‘t1r:md, or even at a distance,
the practice is so reprehensible in every point of
view that it may almost appear unnecessary to
stigmatize it as it deserves. It is alike unworthy
of a gentleman or a sportsman, nay, even of an
honest man; and yet it cannot be denied that
there are many who have a fair claim to all of
these characters, in their general conduct, their
bearing in the field, and the ordinary tenor of
their dealings, who do mot scruple to purchase
pheasants’ eggs every year, thus blindly shutting
their eyes to the hature of the transaetion, and
indireetly encouraging a system of poaching far
more destructive and degratling than the practices
of the night-shooter whom they themselves, a
few monalis afterwards, have but little compune-
tion in consigning to the tend®r mercies of the
treadmill. .

But apart from these considerations, it must

.



-, NN .

He GAME BIRDS AMD WILD FOWL. x

L]
be observed that the egas I:}!}Eﬂill.l'll.till'm!.';rh 1’|.1L':it*
ambizuous and uneertain chammels are {requently
good for nothing. Hall the number are sither
addled or contain dead chitks, in dilferent stages
lilf' r'lm'l;-inimmnt, having been abstracted, probably
many days before, from various nests, dnd kept
perhaps in a,cupboard or underneath a bed in
the stuffy cabin ef the rebber® until a sufficient
number had been collected to ensure a profitable
day’s sale.

An efficient plan for procuring ’tln: errs in a
fresh state may be adopted by any person residing
in the country who ean afford to devote to the
purpose a well fenced piece of ground, in a quiet
situation, with a dry soil and a southern aspect.
The wall or wooden fence ought to be high, and
the top entirely covered with a net, which may
be supported in the centre by one or more tall
peles. A few heaps of dead bushes or dry fag-
gots should be placed in each corner and in dif-
ferent paets of the enclosurd, and a supply of
fresh water must not he forgottgn. Here may be
lodged from twenty th thirty pheasants, accord-
ing to the dimensions of the plate. It is abso-
lutely necessary that they should be*what are
called * tame brel Birds,' that is, birds which
have been hatched and reaved under domestic
hens, as those which are netted or cayght ina
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.
wild state will always prove ineilicient layers.
The hen 11hr.'~.w.u|l is in ler prime at two years'
old: «About the fourth season her oviparous
powers begin to decline, althongh her maternal
qu.h[]u..mm.- in other respects do not dbteriovate
until & Mue N later period. It is, therefore, of
consequence to enlist occasionally a few recruits to
supply the place of these females who have com-
pleted their third year, and who may then be set
at large in the preserves. There are various opi-
nions as to the number of hens that should be
allotted to onme cock., Some persons allow as
many as five or six. My owh conviction, the
result of long experience, is that three are
sufficient and that the admission of a greater
number will entail the frequent occurrence of
unproductive eggs, although in a state of nature
the |Lljt51.'q_- iuupmuull of I]lf' SCEXUS |I|I“‘]1L Vary
considerably. Let us suppose then that twenty-
one hens and seven cocks are turned into this
enelosure. They ay be fed with barlgy, beans,
peas, rice, or oiats; boiled potatoes, Jerusalem
artichokes, and Swedish turnips. A large heap
of dry sand, protected by a shed from the rain,
must alge be provided, in which they are fond of
dusting themselves—indeed gnospheasantry shofild
be without onc—as they are, by this means ena-
bled to gid themselves of vast q nantities of para-
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sitic. animaleule, which prove so {]r.-u"l]m-m:l'l to
the health of all gallinaceous birds. The phea-
sants may be allowed to remain together.until
March, when the cocks will begin to evinee fre-
quent sitns of pugnacity—the first indication of
the approaching breeding season. ’I'hl:-'l;n'gc en-
closure is then to be divided into seven lesser
compartments, by means of tall hurdles ox wattles,
to all of which the keeper should have ready
access, Three hens and one cock may be placed
in each of these, water and food should be regu-
larly supplied once, and but once, a day : at the
same time the attendant will have the opportu-
nity of removing any eggs that may have been
laid during the previous twenty-four hours, and
these he ought at once to deposit in a cool cellar
until a sufficient number have been collected for
“a sitting,” which should be placed under a do-
mestic hen.  The quantity which hen-phea-
sants will lay ni!uring n season in this qualified
state of gaptivity is very great. The larger the
compartments in which they are kept at that time
the better, so as to .admit of sufficient room,
fresh air, a heap of buslees, and asmound of sand
in each. I had been for some years it the habit
of keeping pheasants in o moderately sized
establishment, such as I have described, when

an accident to the netted roof, which ini'h:['{l was

-
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almott destroyed by a severe storm, induced me
in tlwe followin® spring to try an experiment
which was attended with unexpected results,

All my pheasants having escaped on the night
of the accident, I was obliged to commence ope-
rations de,novs, and, to avoid the cxpul;sw of ,
netting, 1 pinioned fifteen tame-bred poults,—
eleven hens and four cocks,—with® which the
kindness of a ncighbmu.-ing friend supplied me,
and turned them all into the enclosure. The
operation of pmioning consists in amputating the
forchand or pinion of one wing at the carpal
joint. The bird 1s never able afterwards to
ascend in flight more than two or three feet from
the ground, and therefore escape from an enclo-
sure such as T have deseribed would be impos-
<ible.®* The wounds soon healed, the birds en-
joyed excellent health through the winter, and in
the following March,” when the males began to
exhibit the usual symptoms of pugnacity, I was
preparing to locate shem in their respective com-
partments for the senson, when I was ﬁut‘xpec-
tedly obliged to leate home, and directed that the
pheasantry should I'("]Tl:l.fll..hl; stalu quo during my
absence. Qn my return, how changed was the
state of affairs! Love and war had been running

# Birds thus pinioned are of coursg unfit for subsequent

liberation in the covers,
.
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riot within its once peaceful precinets. Three
of the four cock-birds were cofipletely fwrs de
combal. One of them, indeed, was dying, two
were severely lacerated, but the fourth, who, like
the sugviving Horatius in the combat with the
(,‘urir[tii, had probably vanquished*all his rivals in
detail, appeared, like his classical prototype, per-
fectly uninjured, and struttgd in all the pomp
and pride of & cunqu;mr among a erowd of
hens, who seemed to regard matters with perfect
equanimity, passing with contemwptuous indiffe-
rénee their unfortunate Enights-crrant, as they
sat moping op the ground with their heads
buried in the friendly shelter of the bushes, but
following obediently in the wake of the victor,
and evidently disposed to admit to the full ex-
tent that ‘ none but the brave deserve the fair.'

I should have mentioned that the grounds in
the neighbourhood of the enclosure were stocked
with wild phessants, most of which had once been
“tame-bred birds,” and—although always exhi-
biting fthe innate timidity of the species on any
sudden :li:trm—evii‘med an *attachment to the
place in which they hyd been rgared, and conti-
nued to haunt the garden and evergeens during
the greater part of the year. As I lad now no
opportunity of procuring any pinioned male phea-
sants to supply the place of the three discomfited

y
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.
h-.'].'ug:s, I allowgd matters to tuke their chance,
fully prepared to iind that most of my eggs
would prove unproductive and almost inclined to
break up the pheasantry altogether, but my hali-
/ tormed intentipn was suddenly agrested by'a new
\f turn in the aspect of affairs. On entering the
enclosure one morning, [ was surprised to see a
fine old eock-pheasant, with a mil of portentous
length, take wing from among the midst of the
hens and, with a protracted crow of triumph, fly
over the fence into the evergreens beyond. But
where was [loratius ?  Alas! his days were num-
bered, He had found his mateh at last. After
' { a long search, | discovered him squatted in a
corner, his once brillant plumage torn and co-
vered with blood. One eye was closed; the
other was eompletely extinguished. His neck
was entirely plucked, and as bare as a vulture's.
His crimson cheeks were sadly lacerated. His
head was absolutely scalped, and where a pair of
\ purple egrets had litely been so proudly*erected,
a bare skull was nog alone visible. Poor fellow !
he died the same evening® The rest may bé
briefly told. Dhy after day did the congueror
| }" visit his wéwly acquired territory, and many a
youthful rival, too prudent %o %ome into close
quarters with the long-spurred tyrant, would pay
a stolen wisit to his seraglio during !ﬁs absence
. il
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and win the favours of his fickle fair ongs, 1
obtained an immense number of eggs during that
season, which proved unusually productive, No
further care was necessiry than to provide the
birds-with a sufficiency of [ood ang to remove the
" egas every day—which, by the way, were never
deposited in a nest, but dropped here and there
in different parss of the enclbsure. PFhus, from
what I regarded at the time as a succession of
untoward accidents, I became agquainted with
the most effectual, because the most natural way
of keeping hen-pheasants with a view to obtain-
ing a constant "and ample supply of prolific eggs
during the breeding-season. Every gamekeeper's
cottage in the heart of a preserve must possess in
its neiglibourhood much greater facilities for the
undertaking than were within my own reach,
My expectations, 1 confess, were far exeeeded ;
and if what I have now written should be the
means of inducing others to follow my example
on 2 lmger scale, I shall rejoice, mot only in
having been fortunate enough to confer a real
benefit on the preservers of game, but still more
in having been enabled—though indirectly—to
inflict “a heavy blow and great discoueagement *
on the nefariow tfaffic of the egg-stealer—the
most destructives and wunpardonable of all the
numerous devices of modern poaching. «
.
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Various Speeies of Wild Geese—Grey-lag and White-fronted
— Distinguishing Charaeters — Origin of the Domestic
Stock — Dean Goose — Pink-fonted Goose — Dernicle —
Iirent Goose — Shieldrake — Foreign Ducks and Geese
unadvizedly admitted into the British Fauna — Probable
Cimuse of the Error— Ducks on the DBritish Coasts—
Diversity of Haunts, Habits, Food and Strueture —
Diecovs — Wild Fowl Shooting — Yoeung Water Fowl
devoured by Pike—The ¢ Bird-fly'—Observation,

Tuene are about five or six species of wild
seese usually met with by the coast shooter in
the British islands ; one of the most uncommon
of which, if not the very r:l.rr-st,-is the grey lag
or grey legged goose (anser ferus), once galled the
common wild goose, and *supposed to be the
origin of our reclaimed bird, Yet there is good
reason for belmving that a nearly allied species
of far mgre frequent oceurrence, although bearing
a gencral resemblance in size, form and plumafe
— the white-fronted goose (anser albifrons)—

has had nearly an cqual share in founding the

. p 2
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domestie stock.  The distinguishing characters
of the first named are frequently met wWith
among our tame birds, whose colonrs approximate
io those of the wild type; such as the wings
being of % lighter tint than the upper parts of
the body, as well as in the pale flesh colour of

liezs, while others again have the orange
coloured legs and, white fprehead of anger albi-
froms.  The strongest presumptive evidence, how-
ever, in lavour of auser ferus being the founder
of the family is furnished by a fact mentioned by
Mr. Yarrell. A pinioned wild gander of this
kind, which hade never associated with either
bean goose or white fronted goose — although
both were kept in the same piece of water with
him at the gardens of the Zoological Soriety of
London—was in 1841 introduced to a female of
the domestic goose, which was selected for the
experiment fr'rml the circumstance of her plumage
exhibiting the distinetive marks of the true grey
lag.  Thy two birds were keptstogether for a few
days, and the result “was a matrimonial alliance
awed a nest of cight eggs. The “bean goose (anser
segetum), again, is very similar in szeneral aspect
to the grey lag and to the white frompd; but
mfy be at once distinguished from the former Ly
the nail at the end gf the heak being black instead
of white, by the darker hue of the wings and

Vil
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the orange colgur of the legs; while the absenee
-

. " - ;i .
of the white feathers at the base of the upper
mandible and on the forehead, are alone suflicient

to point out the diflttence between it and the
L]

latter species;

There" is another wild L;Eru-t‘ which has ml!],
of late vears been added to the Dritish fauna,
viz. the pink footdd (amer planicopus). 1t closely
resembles the bean goose in form and plumage,
but may be easily recognised by its smaller size,
and the pink or rose colour of the legs. M.
Bartlett first pointed out these distinetions from
an example which came into his possession in
1839. Mr. Yarrell records the oceurrence of one
at Holkham in 1841, which was shot by Lovd
Coke—the present Earl of Leicester—out of a
flock of about twenty ; and it would appear, from
the following extract of a letter which I received
from a friend who was staying on a visit at
Holkham in 1847, that there is something pecu-
liarly attractive to’this 'hml in the well preserved
fens of that celelyated estate. * Lord Leicester
tells me that some time ago he shot a wild goose
with pink legd, which ®Ir. Yarrell considered a
new speeits. [t is singular that since that ti!ﬂu
he has met with more of thein fthan of any other
sort. Ile showed me five which he had just
killed.™
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The bernicle (anser lewcopsis) and the brent
roose (anser brenta) are both smaller than :Lllj;' ol
those before named, and although differing- con-
siderably from each other*in plumage, form and
pmpm‘![&ns, they yet present so many points of
resemblance as to entitle them, in the opinion of
some authors, to be included in the same genus
(bermicla), They are both anet with during severe
weather in large flocks on the shores of the
British islands, but the brent goose is more
widely distributed, being at once the most com-
mon, and the best flavoured bird of the whaole
family, In the Winter of 1835—39 great num-
bers were killed on the coasts of the southern
maritime counties. 1 saw many flocks, and shot
several birds myself at Pagham Harbour, in
Sussex, as well as many rarer analide; but [
did not meet with & single bernicle during the
whole of that gevere season. This last indeed
is of more frequent occurrence on the western
than on the eastern or southefh shores of Grreat
Britain; and is still “more nugerous in Ireland,
where I have seen larger flocks of them than of
any other kind of wild glose. Although a heavier
bird, it iz in my opinion far inferior te the brent
roose in a culinary peint of view.

The shicldrake,s or shelldrake (ladorsa cul-
panser), one of the most beautiful of our, anatide,
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is seldom met with in the interior of the country,
eveh onthe l:l;;;'n.'SL lakes and rivers, except ina
half domesticated state, It breeds in the rabbit
warrens on the sandy shores of the coast, and ig
cenerally considered a wary bird and ver} difficult
of :lI'r]_'.II'GEH.'].'I-—EL.'I much so that in Orkney and
Shetland it has acquived the provineial name of
¢ 8lv gqose.’ When young, however, it would
appear to be susceptible of domestication, A
friend of mine told me that when at Sandringham
in Norfolk—Tthe property of the late J. Motteux,
Esq.—he saw an entire family of young shicl-
drakes emerge from a rabkit hele in which they
had been bred, when summoned by the whistle
of the gamekeeper, partake greedily of the food
that was thrown to them, and retire into the same
retreat when their repast was finished.  Although
the strong and fishy taste of the flesh of this bird
renders it almost unfit for the table, yet the
striking arrangement of the bruck, white and
chestnut colours ef its plumage, with jts bright
red beak and legs, render it'a great favourite on
ornamental lakes “and ponds in many parks and
pleasure groumnls. In sach sitmations, even when
pinioned, it has occasionally been known to
breed ; but the young birds, dowever earclully
protected from the poacher gnd their feathered
and fourfooted enemies, too frequently fall vie-
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tims to that [fresh-water tyrant, the pike. ‘."i
party of shieldrakes were kept for mu;:}f yhars
on @ trout stream in Sussex, until in process ol
time the pike worked their way up from the
deeper pirts of the river, and soon afterwards the
ducklings began gradually to t].[tiﬁ]_!]?ﬁ.'.‘u‘ from the
surface, until at last not a single young bivd was
left. The old ones they wandered dgwn the
stream, and their subsequent fate was unknown.

Although generally classed with the ducks,
the shieldrake would appear in sbme respeets
to connect that portion of the anatide with the
veese.  Like thedatter it is of considerable size,
and there is little or no difference in the plumage
of the male and female,

Many kinds of wild ducks and geese, which
have of late years been admitted into the cata-
logue of British birds, can only be regarded as
very rare or accidental visitors, Others, again,

whose usual habitat is in the remote regions of

Asia, Afrjea, or America, havimg been occasion-
ally shot or captured® in :hl'ﬁ:‘mm; parts of Eng-
land, the circumstance is j"ruq_uentl} noised abroad
—a paragraph reeording the ocemrence appenrs
in the local papers: the possessor of the fancicd
pfize pens a highle egloured and plausible notice
to the editor of somge metropolitan journal : all at-
tendant circumstances that might militate against
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-
the |m.*;~m1mmd notion of its being a renuine
visifor are too often studiously eoncealed or
shurrad over,  The probable and frequently un-
mistakeable sirns of semi-domestication, allorded
by the state of the plumage, are not Observed,
or if obsetved are not alluded tn, and in this way'
it ecannot be doubted that many foreign birds may
ultimately creep into the British fauna, unless a
watchful but pardonable jealousy be exercised by
the naturalist.

It is well Known that on several lakes, ponds,
&c., great numbers of Oriental and other water-
fowl, which have been importéd from abroad,
now exist. Most of these have been pinioned
and are unable to fly. Others, on whom the
operation has been inefficiently performed, occa-
sionally make their eseape. DBut as many of
these défenns breed freely on the-islands, and
among the sedgy banks of these i!f.lnd:i_. there is
nothing to restrain the second generation from
leaving the spot, anfl migrating to some oslier part
of Great Britain; where, if” captured or killed,
the poor foundling is announced as a visitor of
distinction, to %ie henceforth Inecluded in our
catalogues.® The following advertisement, copied
verbatim from ¢ The Timess tfers to a well
known establishment in Londonw, where hundreds
of foreigy, as well as really British geese and

LY
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ducks are annually procured for th;: waters of .um‘
English parks. * Oramental water fowl, Ton-
sisting of black and white swans; Egyptian,
Canada, China, berniclep brent, and laughing
frcl.‘so,-sTs-ulnlmLLs, pintail, -.u-fcnu, suwmmer and
Swinter teal ; rrmimxll Labrador, shovellees, golden
eved and dun divers; Cavolina ducks, &e. &e.,
domesticated and pinioned” Some of our private
museums, too, are loaded with continental speci-
mens of anatide, which are fondly imagined by
their possessors to be * British Yilled birds,'
because they were purchased in London ‘in the
flesh ;' but theit right to that title is frequently
“apoeryphal. It is well known that the metro-
politan markets are regularly supplied with water
fowl from France and Holland ; and the evil is
likely to increase every day, under the in-
fluence of railways and accelerated steam com-
munication. There can be little doubt that ere
long the London gourmand may receive the can-
vas-backed duek from Amerita, and probably in
better condition than many .t:i' the capereaillic
fd ptarmigan that now find their way to the
poulterers from the disfant forest# of Norway and
Swedr_ln. ; .

® The ducks best known to the bpl:urtsnmu and
the shooter on the coast are, The common wild
duck (anas boschas), the teal (anas ergeca), the

--..q'_"
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.
wigeon (anas penclope), the pintail duck (anas
c:a:'u?::}, the pochard or dun bicd (fuligule foring),
the seaup duck ( fuligele marvila), the tulted duck
( fulignla cristata), and® the golden eye (clangula
eulgaris). The four first of these belofdg-to the
more typieal Uivision of the ducks: their habits
are to a certain degree terrestrial; fhey are more
partial w fresh than &o salt water; their food,
besides aquatic insects and worms, is frequently
of a vegetable nature, and usually obtained near
the surface— bencath which they seldom dive,
except when wounded or pursued—while their
powers of flight are very great® In conformity
with these habits is their general structure; the
legs are smaller, more rounded—or less compressed
laterally—than among the marine ducks, and
placed nearer the centre of the body ; their necks
and wings are longer; the keel of the breast
bone is deeper; while the stomach approaches
more nearly to the nature of a gizzard, as in
granivorous birds, * The other four species belong
to the oceanic division. 'Th;_}' are more decidedly
aquatie, and prefer the sea to either lakes &r
rivers, except *when drfen ih by severity of
weather., *Their food consists almoest Entively of
fish and marine inseets, and *the® stomach accord-
ingly is softer and thinner than with their her-
bivorous gongeners,  Their legs are short, com-



108 GAME BIRDS AND WILD FOWL,

pressed, and placed far behind; the feet H‘Hd
webs large; and the hind toe furnished with a
lobe. The neck is comparatively short, o ave
the wings also; and the leecl of the sternum is
shallows ® They are exceedingly cxpert divers,
Ind obtain their food at a great duI!Lh below the

surface of tht:; water, Of these, the pochard, or

dun bird, is perhaps the, best known and the
most in esteem as an article of luxury for the
table; indeed it is nearly allied to the celebrated
American species, the canvas backed duck, which
has long been in such repute with Transatlantic
epicures. A

Pochards are more frequently found in decoys
with mallard, teal and wigeon, than any other of
the marine ducks; but from their greater shyness,
and propensity to dive back through the mouth
of the pipe at the slightest alarm, they not only
effect their own escape, but frequently disturb
the other birds already congregated there, and
are consgquently regarded as *unwelcome visitors
by the fowler. % »
* The decoys of Lincolnshire have for ages been
celebrated, and stveral sestablishments still exist
in that connty ; although from the recen{ drainage
dF the fens, they hawe been inoa mreal measure
shorn of their hongurs; and in process of time—
like s0 much that Es still highly prized by the
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ﬁ}mrtsnnu and the lover of the picturesgue—must
yieltl to'the itresistible pressure of agrieultural
imprgvement.  The common wild duck, the
wigeon, and the teal furnish the main supply of
the wildfowl captured in this way. Sonte.notion
of the extradrdinary productiveness of the Line
colushire decoys may be formed from a fact
recorded, by Penmant, ghat in one scason 31,200
ducks were sent by ten of them to the London
market.

Such of ty readers as desire to understand
the exact nature of a decoy, and the complicated
details of its structure and management, will find
an interesting and elaborate account in the Rev.
R. Lubbock’s * Fauna of Norfolk,” elucidated by
several explanatory sketches and illustrations ;
without which, indeed, the subject cannot be
thoroughly comprehended. -

To those who are anxious to be initiated into
all the mysteries of wild fowl .ls.!umting on the
coast, Colonel Hawker's ® Instructions, allord a
mine of information. For thy own part, although
I have in former LI.'LJ.'S oceasionally shivered behimd
a stanchion gunm for the best part of a long frosty
night, in, the shallow waters of a ereckyand passed
many an hour on the bordess of a lake near the
mouth of a river, awaiting the return, at early
dawn, al; wild ducks and wigeon from their feed-
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ing places among the bogs; and have, on such

. " w n L]
oceasions, met with as fair a share of sudbess

and disappointment as usually falls to the Jdot of

any but a professional wHd fowl shooter; yet I
must eohfess that my predilections are rather
with the fowling-piece or the rifle "thae with the
heavy artillery of the eraft; and that I have felt
more real pleasure in a, day's snipe shooting,
which was varied by an oceasional right and left
at a duck or mallard, or an unexpected shot at a
teal or wigeon as they sprang from the sedgy
borders of some sequestered pool; or in stalking
a flock of wild geese in the middle of a great
Irish bog—though perhaps bagging but one of
the party after an hour's patient manceuvring—
than in the greatest success I ever experienced
alter waiting for the arrival or passage of water
fowl, or in the best family shot I ever made from
i gun-boat. 5

The principal destruction of wild fowl in the
British islands takes place oif the coast during
severe winters, and”although when they have
returned to their summer quarters among the
mnumerable lakes of the Arctie régions, far from
the busy haunts of men, it might be supppsed that
they and their young would be secure from the
attacks of any very formidable enemies, yet it is
not improbable that a great portion of the broods
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are there destroyed by predatory fish, soon after
thet late let? the egg.  We kuow that the
Scandinavian waters abound with pike of immnense
size, and if we may judge of the propensities and
powers ol these monsters from what we.sce in
our owrr cotintry, the destruction of aguatie
birds during the breeding season must be very
great.  Yast numbers of the young of the com-
mon wild duck ave annually devoured on the
ponds or artificial lakes in parks or pleasurc
grounds whete this voracious fish abounds; or
even where a few of the species have attained =
considerable size, and the quantity of *feed,’ in
the shape of voach and dace, has been much
reduced. In this way about two hundred duck-
lings disappeared from the large pond in Petworth
Park this summer, 1850. Here there was no
lack of small fish; but to the trugulent propen-
sities of certain {resh water leviathans who are
known to dwell beneath, and who are prool
against the sedustive stratagems of the most
experienced troller; or pethaps to the circum-
stance of their being already glutted with an
entrée of fish,sand willing to wary their dietary
with a iDcumI course of wild fowl, may be at-
tributed the murder of the little innocents,

Lord G** %, an observer ,of naturc and an
:wumnpli.:»;hcd angler, was, I believe, the first
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person to avail himself of this epicurcan taste in

the pike, by constructing artificid dirdi—rather

than flies—varying from the size of a wien to
that of a young duck, and composed of all manner
of gaudw feathers, silk, and tinsel, to attract the
attention of the®monster and lurd him to the
deadly hook, when his appetite might be capri-
cious or the water muddigr than usual.,, When
this bait is worked a little under the surface
—ijust as they play a salmon fly on the Shau-
non — its movements appear excledingly like
those of a young water-fowl when diving. This
struck me partisularly one day, when endea-
vouring to rescue a half-grown moor-hen from
niy retriever, who had pursued it through a
thick bed of flags and sedges into a narrow and
deep but transparent brook. The dog was close
behind, and hgd already caught a glimpse of the
poor bird, who, finding it impossible to cscape
down-stream without passing under the legs of
its enemy, had no alternative bt o dive against
the current, althouglt it made little or no pro-
geess: and the manceuvre would doubtless have
failed, if I had wot suaceeded at that moment
in withdemwing the dog’s attention wrd calling
hitn to heel; bwt [ could not help observing
that the struggles qf the little moor-hen to con-
tinue under water, and its ineffectual attempts
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al |:1‘ngr-.*ssiun—-in which the wings were chiefly
employed and Yhe legs played a comparatively
unimportant part—were admirably imitated by
the movements imparted to Lord G***'s iy
by the hand of a practised performer. e | have
since had seferal opportunities’ of testing itse
efficacy, and although I am satisficd that a greater
number ¢f jack may be killed with the ordinary
bait — gudgeon, roach, dace, &c.—yet I have
invariably found that the ¢ bird-fly * took the
largest pike ; Yo say nothing of the superior style
of the sport, and of its tendency to clevate the
comparatively tame pastime of twolling a few de-
arees nearer to the noble art aof salmon fishing.

-
-
-
-
-
-
- - L]
- -
-
. - *
.
.
.
L]
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CHAPTER VIL.* .

« " Aml mony & weary cast 1 mle ’
To cwintle the muirfou]'s tail.” =
Warter ScoTr.

Red Grouse—Limits of its Range—Natural Enemics, winged
and four-footed — The Badger unjugtly proseribed —
Unsuecessful Attempts to re-establish the ed Grouse in
the South of England — Ptarmigan — Its Haums and
Habits — British Game Birds— Order in which they
arrive at Maturity—Annual Importation of Prarmigan—
Highland Moors—Mayo Mountains—Shooting Expedi-
tion—Lege—Backward Senson—Operations deferred—
Wild Seenery—Youthful Ardour and Veternn Coolness

—Varicty of Sport,

Tue geographical distribution of the red grouse
being strictly limited to these islands, it is more
exclusively a’ British bird than any kind of
feathered game of which we can Loast, all the
others being disperstd over different parts of the
eontinent of Europe. But as this exists in
Ireland, Wales,*and i the North of England,
as well ms in Scotland, its specific sappellation
Weoticus is hardly gorrect; and it has been st~
gested, with reasgn, that Britannicus would be a
more appropriate epithet. Being gsgentially a

-



. THE RED GROUSE. 115

Lluui;cu of the wild heathery mountain and moor,
it refedes im‘ul“t‘uh]}' before the face of civiliza-
tion, and may be said, at the present day, to
be extinet in the Soutle of England, very searce
in the central lmrtiun—Stnﬂhrdal_tiru and*Derby-
shire beirg probably its southern limit—and *
although still found in tolerable numbers on the
moors of « Yorkshire, ye& it is of less frequent
occurrence there than it was a few years ago,
when Lord Strathmore's keeper shot forty-three
brace before two o'clock in the afternoon, on the
12th of August. The great stronghold of the
species is of course the Highlamls of Scotland,
where its preservation is carried to such an
extent, and the rights of shooting let at such
high rents, that in spite of the aunval slaughter
during the first three weeks of the season—far
surpassing in this respect even the hattue of the
southron — there appears to be mno immediate
prospect of its extermination or even material
reduction, althougle, speaking as a naturalist
rather than a spoptsman, it cannot but be a
matter of regret that the excessive protection of
the grouse involtes the indiscrimate slanghter of
so many jifteresting birds and guadrupeds now
becoming exceedingly rare amongst us.® ~

* Subjoined is & list of * vermin* (1) Ylestroyed on the eele-
brated Higldaml property of Glengary, between Whitsunday

a—
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After the month of August grouse are better

able to take care of th.-:lusc!\'u:, und: u[tl?uug]i 3
comparatively safe from the legalized shooter '
during the winter, great quantities then fall
victims® to the Highland poacher, especially "
* when snow is“on the ground, *as they pacic k '
together in considerable numbers, and expose
« themselves on any turf-stack,wall, or pank that
happens to rise above the surface of the moor.
They are also snared, and oceasionally netted ;
although, from a habit in these birds of seattering

estate by Lord Ward, The slaoghter was carried into cffoet
by numerous kecpers, who received not ouly liberal wages bt
extra-rewands, varying from 3L to 54, aceonling to their suc-
oess in the work of exterminntion,

The omithelogist will be a Titde puzzled by the titles given
to some of the Raptores, but the names and epithets pplicd
to the greater number of them are nevertheless urmsnnlly elear
and appropriate, agd will leave no doubt on his mipd as to the
identity of mauy of the rarer vietims, 1 will only add, that I
have received this * black list® from the hands of the gentleman
himgelf, who was the lessee of the shooting at the time, and by
whose orders the execution took phuce. Although a good
Sportsman and an excellent shot, it must be admitted that hie
zeal as a preserver ofgame outstripped*his sympathies with
uther animads,

1537 and Whitsunday 1840, previous to the purchase of the
} ‘

=11 Foxes. ¥ e 301 Stants anid wc;-“.n-ls.
195 Wild-eats, 67 Badgers,
246 Martin-cats, : 48 Otters,
104 Pole-cats, 78 House-cars, gﬁug wild.
i »
L] -
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at the appro: ach nt the [owler, this last mode of
captitte is Tess plu[lml:iu than might be imagined,
and it i certain that various stratagems are then
in vogue—when, by thé way, the keepers and
watehers are generally dismissed, matmul ol being
doubled ad liu,'r ought to be—for the London

mavket is vegularly supphul, up to the middle

ol March,s with binls which exhibit no signs of

having perished from a gunshot wound, but have
evidently been procured by some of the numerous

3 1' *
contrivances of 'III.‘}I:.E("I'[] ]']Dllt','h'l'l'ig'-

a7 White-tailed sen eagles, 462 Kestrels, or red hawke.
15 Golden eazles, 78 Merlin hawks,
18 Osprey, or fishing eagles. 4 Agh-coloured hawks, or
5 Blue hawks, or peregrine long blue-tailed ditto.
faleons. . &3 Hen-harriers, or ring-
275 Kites, commonly enlled tailed hawks.
salmon-tailed gledes. B Jer-falcow, toc-fenthered
& Marsh harriers, or yellow- hawks (1)
leeoed hawks. 1431 Hoode#, or earrion

63 Goshawks. Crows,
7 Oranre-lerged faleon®. 475 Ravens, =
11 Hobby hawks. 359 Terned owls,
285 Commeon buzzards. * 71 Common fern awls.®
371 Houghe-lezged bugzarndz, 3 Golden owls.t
& Houey buzzards. "B :ijllgrll'il.'i
L] -
L]

" v ' - »
£ This, 1 imagine, was the short-cared owl (otus braed yates.)
Surely not the inscetivorons nightjar ! A.F. 5.
+ Probabiy the white, or bamn owl (steise feinnioe).

ap—
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Among the natural enemies ul the red grouse,

the hooded erow (corels coriiz) liolds a H:rmﬁmut
place. 1lis depredations are committed «during
the breeding season, and*are of so wholesale and
destroctive a character as to demand the especial
attention of the intelligent Lt}Lpul. The pere-
grine faleon, it must be admitted, is an oceasional
offender, but the numbes of full-grows birds, on
whom alone he condescends to prey, is as nothing
compared with the amount of f;ih:nt mischief
perpetrated by the hooded crow. The ash-
coloured harrier, or moor buzzard (eircus @rugi-
nogus) in formel days, belore the species had been
almost swept from the face of the land, might
now and then have been convicted of pouncing
upon a half-fledged poult, as, he traversed the
hieath in quest of food during his evening flight.
The golden eagle (aguila chrysaétos), when larger
prey is unattajnable, will occcasionally, but rarely,
stoop to truss so small a quarry as a grouse; and
the sea; or white-tailed eagld (halieétus albicilla)
is even less f'rcquEnl.i_}' an pilender, while the
*destruction of these noble birds has caused an
unnatural inerefise in® the numBer of mountain
-:hares * (lepus variabilis), a result, in the opinion

. &
# 1 am informed on good authority that, during a ginele
dey in Septernber, 1539, four guns killed, on a mountain near

Loeh Ranoch, 574 hares. -
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of Mr. St. Johm, to be deprecated by every
sportsfan § as from the extraordinary fecundity
of :hu_-su animals they become so numerous as to
be *“a perfect plague. to grouse dogs.” The
I».cam,l the hobby and the Tm,rhn—m say nhthing
of the harmless habits of the first-named—are
of themselves too diminutive to deserve the
hostility of the Highland keeper. The white
owl (striz flammea) and the wood or tawny owl
{syrnium aluco) axe comparatively rare in Scotland,
and fortunately” for themselves, play an inferior
part in the drama ; while those autumnal visitors,
the short-cared owl (otus brachgotos) and the
rough-legzed buzzard (buteo lagopus), who leave
this island in the spring, and are thercfore ab-
sentees during the breeding season, are shot and
trapped, during their brief sojourn, without
merey ; although the latter alone deserves to he
classed, and even then with resen;atmn, among
the natural enemies of the grouse.

With a greater sitow of justice, the fax, the
cat, and the various members of the weasel
family, are proscribed as outlaws ; yet the lover
of the British funa canmot fail to regret the
rapid decrgtse which the excessive prestrvation
of the grouse is entailing amenge several of our
native quadrupeds. The pine warten and the
wild cat hage already disappeared from the south,

=t
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and the same persceution that has banished them

from thenee, must eventually l.."k"l.il'pflil.; theth from

their northern fastnesses, These animads, how-

ever, are notoriously hestile to game of all kinds,

ber is more than can be L'J’Cl‘.ll!li.'tf.‘-di bt what ean
be said in defence of the “ war to the knife * waged
- even at the present poment against the poor
badger? The agriculturist, whose corn-fields '
have been damaged by its inroads — and there

B
= and <fen the partial toleration of a lmited num- \ 1

are few places at the present r:'la}r where they
exist in sufficient numbers to occasion serious i
mischief of tlfis kind—or the fox-hunter, whose L
temper has been repeatedly tried by the in- }
- effectual efforts of his huntsman to dislodge an
exhausted reynard from the deepest recesses of
the badger's hibernaculum, can show at ledst a
plausible *casus belli;’ but the game-preserver
has no such excuse. This interesting animal, [
the last representative of the wrside (bears) in
the British islands, rarely*—so rvarely, indeed,

e RETRPY

that an offence would prove an exception to the

* rule —interferes with his coneerns. A casual ‘
observer, it i truep on exuntining his teeth, / "
would sfippose that he was eminently*garnivorous, - w{ ’
] ® but such is notethe case. The long fangs, which
in most predatery quadrupeds are used to tear
the muscles of thtir recently killed prey, are

- ' | :

L] " ™ I
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L'III'l_'liJ"!Lti by the badger in wrenching out the
l toughe interwovén and deeply-imbedded roots
of the frees which impede the excavation of lris
den; a process which is further facilitated by
. the immense muscular power of his jaws, and
h their peculiar #ructure and artieulation ; and, . *
' f although he oceasionally devours some of the
smaller quadrupeds, yet his food is principally
derived from the veget table and insect worlds,
Chestnuts, roots of all kinds, blackberries, beech-
mast, and all manner of beetles, with the larve
of wasps and wild bees, furnish his ordinary
supplies ; while even frogs and gngkes eontribute
to vary his dietary during the summer and
autumn. - It is therefore difficult to palliate the =
senseless persceution uhmh, in these islands, has
already doomed the speeies to a gradual but

}
2
£

certain destruetion. :

While black-game seem to require a combi-
pation of wood and swamp, a considerable extent
of open mountain u:,]ni:‘:lﬂmr\ oor 15 NCcessary
for the red grouse; for, ldke the Indian of
kindred hue, he retedes before the plough of
the white man ;. nor havg the, many laudable
attempts to, re-establish the species in, districts
from which it had onece (Iis_ﬂpwmmﬂ been at-w a—
tended with success. The experiment has been
tried in Devenshire, in Dogset, in Sussex and

']
.« O
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i Surrey, with a similar result. Th® late

Duke of Gloucester, in 1829, surncd: oiteecight

brace and a-half on Bagshot Heath, 'l'lu:;u bireds

had been previously kept in confinement for

three years, and it was therefope hoped that the

. inducement tos wander beyond the precinets of

their new quarters would not be so strong as il

. they had been but recently imported from their

native moors. From the dlay, ]muum on which

they were turned down, the keepers never met

with one; but about two years afterwards, in

the month of July, four—two old and two young

— were scen pn Cobham Heath, a larger and

wilder tract several miles distant. These were

s subsequently shot as grey hens, of which a few
are still occasionally seen in that distriet.

The ptarmigan (lagopus mitus) is now to be
found only on the loftiest summits of the higher
ranges of mountains in the eentral and northern
parts of Scolland, and on some of the western
[-siunda. It was said to have gxisted in W ales, but
half @ century at lsast must have elapsed since its

Joceurrence in that Principalfity. Its haunts are
among the snoy-covejed peaks .and Lare rocks,
far above the heathery regions inhabited by its

——— = congener, the ged grouse; and, from the in-

aceessible nature of these retreats, the species is
not likely, at least for ANy Years, to be exter-
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minated by the hand of the sportsman. Nature
has,Anorcover, frovided a safeguard in the tints
of its,plumage ; presenting in summer i mix-
ture of black, yellow, white, and grey, exactly
resembling the colours of the mossys lichen-
covered rocks®and stones where it lies concealed ;*
and which, becoming gradually whiter as the
season agvances, at lasp nearly assimilates itsell’ o
to the snows of winter; although our Highland
birds seldom or never exhibit the unadulterated
purity that distinguishes those Lapland and Nor-
werrian specimens with which the London markets
are so plentifully supplied every year. The
young ptarmigans, too, evince a wonderful in-
stinct, during the summer, even after they have
attained the power of flight, in concealing them-
selves rapidly between the stones, and remaining
perfectly motionless, close to the veuy feet of the
adventurons tourist, who in vain endeavours to
discover them, so exactly docs their colour
resemble that of every surrounding object; and
the task is rendered siill mdre puzzling by the
ready wiles of the mother-bird, who, fluttering
and struggling® in well «imulated distress, has
distracted, is attention for a moment®from her
little ones. . ® =
Tliere are not many sportymen who devote
mueh timg to the exclusive® pursuit of the par-

. LI
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wigan ; for, though naturally unsuspieions -.'lml
casy ol approach, yot the toil "to be cndWred
and  diflicultics to be overcome before . these
Alpine heights can be reached, are mueh in-
creased sby the impossibility of following the
*birds from one |"uc1:_1_r corry to mlluﬂu:l', separated
perhaps by a giddy precipice, over the edge of
which they have suddenly disappeared from the
view of the wearied shooter. A circuit of con-
siderable extent must frequently be taken, and
many a steep acclivity or dangérous descent
encountered, before they can be found again;
while there isesmall chance of relieving this
tedious interval by a stray shot at any other
bird or quadruped, except the grey hare, who
scems to share with the ptarmigan the oceu-
pation of these inhospitable regions, while they
both underga a nearly analogous change in their
seasonal variations of fur and feather.

It is certaiﬂl_',' a remarkable circumstance in
the natural history of ocur wame birds, and :
striking instance of "the nmrcli‘u't dispensations ol'
#rovidence, that those which inhabit the most
northern and inelemend quarters<are the carliest
in season® or, in other words, arrive first at full
and are thercfore soonest eunhlui to
brave the rigours, of the coming winter, Thus,
the young ptarmigantis able to fly before the red
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ErOLEe E}pull ein flutter above the heather.. The
i:u:[-’r, again, when strong on the wing, has
fallen*in thousands before the gun of the sports-
man, cre its report can be legally heard among
the birchen glens and the lowgr \'il]lu_‘..'ls '“'hl:l't'_
the black-cock loves to dwell; while he, in his
turn, now come to maturity, may be bagged
nearly 2= fortnight before the partridge; who
has been peppered throughout the length and
breadth of ttm land for a whoele month, belore
the gorgeous pheasant—whe as an exotic might
have been suspected of precocity—is considered
ripe for slaughter. :

Most persons have noticed the vast numbers
of ptarmigan which appear in the shops of the
London dealers, and in the stalls of the principal
metropolitan markets, during the latter part of
winter and the early months of spring, even as
late oceasionally as the beginning of May; but
comparatively few are aware that scarcely one
of these birds has™ been killed on the Scottish
mountains, They are imported [rom Lapland
and Norway: the greater number from the
western ports of the lattet L'UlIH-Tl‘_}’. MMy, Yarrell
SILYS, that” in the vear 1839 one dealer ;1]m|::_
shipped six thousand for L&nddn, two thousand
for Hull, and two thousand fsr Liverpool; and
early in March 1810, a safesman in_Leadenhall

-
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Market received fifteen thousand p'[.lt‘nﬂ"-lll that
had been cousigned to him, Sir A, de LLle]
Brooke calenlated that sixty thousand had been
killed during one winter in a single parish 1
J'"L]'.ulnmf and Mr. Lloyd says that a dealer in
\m wity will dispose of fifty thnub.md in a season.
The profit to the importer must be great, as a
single ptarmigan, which® is seldom digposed of

London for less than two shillings or two
and sixpence, is sold in the market at Drammen
for the trifling sum of fourpence. Strange as
it may appear, all these birds are taken in
separate horse-hair nooses during the winter;
and so brisk a trafic is carried on by the
peasantry at that season, that one of them, we
are told, will set from five hundred to a thou-
sand of these snares.

There is % second species of ptarmigan in
Norway (lagopas saliceli, or subalpina of Nilsson),
It is larger, and found in lower and less moun-
tainous districts, than lngopus :n'ﬂirm of the latter
author, which is identical with the Scottish bird
Ll s ailey).

But to return to the red LlﬂllﬁE Thanks to
Jailways and the rapidity of steam conmunica-
tion between Londdn and Inverness, the acoui-
sition of a first-rifte moor is now only a question
of meney; and the opulent citizen *who but
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yesterday was buried in the pages of his ledger,

amid the smoke of Threadneedle Street, may
find Rimself to-morrow regularly located in his
Highland lodge, bracing his relaxed nerves with
the mountain breeze, or despatching baskets full
of grouse for the hospitable tables of his less’
fortunate friends in ¢the eity.” It may be
observeds however, that bitter disappointment
not unfrequently follows in the track even of
the wealthy Saxon. The right of sporting may
comprise many thousand acres, yet not contain
as many score of grouse, which perhaps have
been shot down to the very vefge of extinction
by the former tenant, who has probably availed
himself of his right to zeap the reward of a
long period of care and protection during the last
season ol his occupation. Such a result however
may generally be avoided by a previous inguiry
on the spot, while to obtain a, ‘well stocked
moor® in the modern acceptation of the term,
it is advisable to Sccare the tenancy for several
successive seasonsy But with the nature of High-
land shooting almost every young sportsmih
is f{amiliar, if" not by %ctual® experience, still
by genersl report.  In the sister island, however,

the case is somewhat differsnt? The system ol

letting the manors has not yet been introduced.
The admixture of woodeocks, snipe, plover, and
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wild-ducks frequently adds a peculiar charm to

the pursuit; and as in my humfle (rp{'niun‘lhi:
character of a day's shooting depends tather
upon the variety of the spoil than upon the
numbers® of the Jslain, T will ask my reader to
Siccompany me for half an hour to the scenes
of my boyhood in the West of Ireland, where,
in bygone and better days, I made any first
acquaintance with the ‘hen of the heath.'

Many years have elapsed since, with a middle-
aged relative, a cool and E\]_h:llcllt'{:nl yet an
ardent sportsman, [ undertook an expedition
to °the mountdins;' a wild tract of consider-
able extent in the north-western portion of
the island, which had been cavefully preserved
under the management of an iptelligent Seotch
keeper, who, by the establishment of local
watchers and-a judicious reduction of predatory
animals — amang which the hooded or fseaul
crow ' occupied his chief attention—had succeed-
ed in getting up a fair head of grouse and hares,
and at the same time ensurigg to the different
#pecies of wading and swimming birds, which
haunted the streatns and lakes of fhis remote dis-
trict, that *quietude and repese which *gre so im-
"f:-:‘:-rtanl; to the suécess of the wild fowl shooter.

* *Cark na fre,’ or Phen of the heath,” the name by which
the red grouse is known in the remare purts of (‘qm,ﬂu. lit.
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We had visited the confines of these mountains
abowt two moths before, at the beginning of the
rrump-d.nutlnrr season, but the weather was sadly
inst us. Taking up our quarters on that ocea-

ag:
sion at the house of an intelligent and enterpris-
ing tenant—dhe of the better &lass of [armers,®
who, as the first pioneer of agriculture in this spot,
had boldly undertaken fo reelaim an entire valley e
from its primeval state—we sallied forth on the
morning of the 20th of August, with the in-
tention of béating our way across the heart of
the mountains in the divection of the lodge;
which, although apparently a rade and unpre--
tending cottage, had been lately erected with con-
siderable difficulty, in consequence of its almost .
inaccessible situation in a remote gorge of the
motntains and at a great distance from a road
of any kind: most of the mdterials indeed had
been procured on the spot; stones from the
neichbouring ravine, heather from the surround-
ing hills, and fie-weod disinterred from the bog,
and conveyed to its destination on the backs of
native ponies, contributed in their turn towards
its constructions . =

The weather was most unpropitiousr A close
drizzling rain had set in thesevening before,™
and even the nearest mounfains were enves
loped in an lrish wmist, which, for persevering

n- 5
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and penctrating qualities, may at least claim to
be put on a par with its Scoftish nhmeske.
However we took the field in good timg, and
after ranging the moors for some hours, rather
for thee purpose of exercising two brace of
*promising young setters than' with any expee-
tation of sport, and after being thoroughly

* drenched to the skin, we returned to the farm-
house with five brace of grouse, whose half-
developed plumage and small proportions con-
vinced us of the backwardness of the season.
This consideration, indeed, coupled with the
continuance of «bad weather on the following
day, induced us to postpone our grousec-shooting

. until a later period, when the first flight of
woodeocks should have a!'ri\‘f:t_l. These malke
their appearance about the beginning of No-
vember, and secattér themselves over the moun-
taing, where they may be found in considerable
numhbers duril;g that month; but as the winter
advances they gradually retére from the hills,
and take up their quarters iu. the natura] woods
4hat clothe the lower slopes of the ridges near
the great lakes;*or begome concentrated.in the
covers of* the interior of the islands lg-_-*.l“gciﬂlly
~===during hard westhar, when additional reinforce-
ments continually, drop in from England, Wales
and Scotland. The *grand point therefore is to
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take them as soon as possible after their first
wrrfval among fhe mountains.  The best shooting
[ ever enjoyed was of this description, especially
in the neighbourhoed of some small loughs fed
by ui:lklmr_,s_:j streams from thr:' higher* grounds,
where, when "the dogs pointed, "I eould not tell
whether I was about to flush a grouse, a hare,
1 woodeack, or a wild-duck from the heather.
Our forbearance seemed likely to be rewarded
on the present occasion. The latter part of
October had been particularly fine, and for the
past week the clear nights, obscured but occa-
sionally by a few light clouds as they sailed
slowly across the moon from the north-east,
promised a grand immigration of cocks. Relays
of dogs, a goodly store of ammunition, and a
supply of creature comforts for a week, had
been despatched on the previouss day; and it
was our intention to put up for the first night
at the farm-house before mentioned, so as on
the following day to earry out our original plan
—thoygh under better auspices—of shooting our
way across the hills to our head-quarters at the
lodge. . .
For ngarly eight miles our route tvas practi-

cable for an Irish car. We passed at fies®

through a partially cultivated, country, gradually
ascending higher and higher as we neared the
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dark mountains, and every now and then obtain-
ing a view of the open sea on our r;ghl,‘ar
catching a glimpse of a tremendous presipice
in the distance ; until, on surmounting an aseent
of more *than usual tediousness and length, a
fnagnificent scene was suddenly dpread before
us. Beneath lay a valley, through the centre
of which dashed a wild stream, frong whose
well known waters, when a boy, I have many
a time filled my basket with the small pink-
fleshed mountain trout.  Further® on to the
right the hills on either side gradually ap-
proached each wother, forming a dark ravine,
through which the little river hurried in many
a foaming cascade on its way to the sea, which
stretched away as far as the eye could reach,
from the Stags of Breadhaven to Killala Bay.
A lofty isolated rock, the abode of myriads of
sea hirds dul'hlig the breeding season, stood at
a short distance from the precipitous coast, whence
it seemed to have been detached by some con-
vitlsion of nature, or by the continuous action
of the eternal waves of the Atlantie. Far in
the north-east the bluesoutline of the Donegal
elifls was visible on the horizon, \\'hﬂﬁ'v,;}'l.’nr this
vast expanse of *ocean not a sail was to be
descried; but at least o mile from the shore,
although apparently mluch nearer, a little group
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of Black fishing yawls, manned by a few rowers,
paddled” abou# like a cluster of water beetles,
all eygaged in setting their * spillets,’ or drawing
in their well loaded lines; as, prompted by the
impulse of immediate want, they ware, lazily
dabbling in *those prolific waters, the finny
treasures of which, like another California, are
doubtless reserved for a future period and a
more energetic people. "

Before us, and on our left, rose mountain
over mountdin; no longer grey and indistinet,
but of a rich brown colour, still varied here and
there, even at this late period of the season,
with the purple blossoms of the heather. On
the sides of some of the nearer hills a long
winding strip of the brightest verdure might
be seen, mal‘kiné' the course of some little stream,
which drained the ground near,its banks on
either side, and pursued its tortuons and broken
way to become a tributary to the river in the
valley; and heres a few stunted rough-coated
cattle_were dotted along its margin. All clse,
as far as the s:rrlnt could penetrate into the
interior, seemed to be mguntain and bog, without
the traco of a human habitation, sand where

uppurenh_v nothing but grogises and snipes cou e

manage to procure a subsistence.
Another hour brought ws to our former quar-
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ters at the faem-house. IHere the road termi-
nated, and all communication #&ith the ladge
was carried on by means of natives from the
nearest village, whose limbs, unshackled by shoe
or storkdng, displayed an enviable activity in
sraversing the rough broken grounfls; and whose
light-hearted merriment and good temper con-
» tributed not a little to the pleasures, of the
expedition. A few of these only were sclected
as markers, and ordered to bLe in their respective
positions among the hills before day-break on
the following morning; while the rest were
despatched the same evening with sundry articles
of heavy bagmage to the lodge, and instructed
+ o meet us on the morrow, with a relay of tlogs,
near the borders of a little lgugll, which we
expected to reach early in the afterncon.

We started awith a good omen. Qur breakfast
was hardly despatched and our guns in our hands
before one of the watchers, who had been in
position since the carliest datvn, came running
down with the weleome intelligence that jje had
marked two fine packs of grouse in a neigh-
bouring valley, wd thet, while hurrying with
the news at*his best speed, he had flushed several

==Yoodcocks along the brow of the mountain. We
were soon at work, We had four good setters
with us, but two of them were led in reserve
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for®the present, and the remaining brace now
scosred the nmwor in all direetions. For nearly
halt p mile our beat lay across a hogey plain.
Here we sprung several snipes, which in my
youthful ardour 1 would gladly have shgt, and
even felt stromgly inelined to ratt the well brokerr
dogs, as they put them up one alter another with
as little compunetion as if they had been larks:
but I was restrained by the eonduct of my more
phlegmatic relative, who assured me that a snipe-
pointing dod was the worst companion that a
grouse shooter could be cursed with. Further
discussion on this subject was apruptly closed by
a signal from the keeper. Bob and Ranger were
down. The latter had found game, but being of
a deep red colour it was some time Lefore I could
distinguish his ficad above the heather, while hus
black and white coadjutor was distinetly visible,
although, like the former, he always lay down
to his birds. Presently a fine "pack ol grouse
rose within a fais distance for our four barrels.
How different from the puny poults of August!
These were really grouse. Young birds, it Jis
true, and unakle to bear, the weight of their well
conditioned bodies when suspended by the lower

mandible without that portipn of the beak givinges—

way; but in perfect plumage and full growth.
We liad now arrived at the foot of the mountain,
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one side of which flanked the valley where *the
two packs had been marked down  the horning;
but we took a wide range over the higher prow,
and presently Bob was down again among the
the heather at some distance above us. This
dime it was a whodeock, Several®more did we
kill before we descended to the hollow, where
we found the two packs at home, and passed
the best part of an hour in marking down, and
bagging in detail, the stragelers which had been
seattered at the first discharge. Ior the next
two hours our sport was of a yaried character,
Half a dozen mpre woedecocks, about the same
number of grouse, and two or three brace of
hares, were stuffed into the panniers which our

attendants carried with marvellous case, like turf

baskets, on their shoulders. A% last we came
to the summit_of a hill commanding a view aver
a bare plain of most unpromising aspect.  This,
however, must "be ecrossed, for just beyone it
we could descry the little lakes set as it were in
a framework of green sedgy banks, where we
eypected luncheon and fresh dogs. Before tra-
versing this marsk we fook up the setters, and
had no hesitation then about «Imutmg two or

=—=trivee couple of spipes that sprang at our feet,
and in pouring a volley into a small flock of

golden plover, as they dashed heedlessly by

-
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within an lnipuldr'nt distance.  But the best
spoft was after luncheon. With the assistance
of a water-spanicl, we flushed and killed several
ducks and teal from the swampy borders of the
lough, and LLLU\C].I.‘[]. most of what wt killed.
Then, with hr,:-.h dogs, we again scoured th{"
brows and mouniaing i quest of grouse and
woodeocks, of both of which we found a suflicient
sprinkling to satisfy our most sanguine expec-
tations ; and, although once or twice, when
nearly knocked up, I was decoyed by the plausible
point of a young dog far into the rear, and found
nothing for my pains but a diminfutive jack snipe,
yet I never more fully enjoyed a day’s shootinyg,
or experienced in a higher degree the associated
charms of wild sgort and romantic scencry.
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CHAPTER VIIL®
“Aye, sprinzes o gaich woadcocks, " —SHAKSPEASE,

The Woadeuek—Modes of Capture—Net and Gin—Wood-
cock trapped — Attempts to Rear it i Confinement —
Insstinble Appetite of the * Bied of Suetion? — Rapid
Digestion — Crepusenlar Habits — High-road  Gunners —
Netting—Snares, Ancient and Modern—The 0ld Poaclier
nnd his Springe.

AvTHoucH it is principally to the inefliciency
of the game laws, to the inepeasing taste for
shooting which pervades all classes of sceiety, and
to the facilities afforded now-a-days for the acqui-
sition of a good fowling-piece, that the scarcity
of partridges and pheasants in many counties
may be attributed; yet the Woodcoek not being
strictly included in the samg eategory,-and
@ertificate not being necessary for its legal de-
struction, it is stifl more pm‘sctutcﬂ by the gunner
and less sourrht alter by the wirer ahg trapper
T than birds of the * gallinaceous order.  Being
fortunately a migrant—with some exceptions—
from the boundless forests of the North, a fair

®
-

i
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supply l.un'-u- annually on the coasts of the
British islands, and thus the slaughter which
would otherwise tend to the rapid diminution of
the species is in a great measure compensated.

In olden time, when a ponderpus matthlock or
a tardy bln-fl:hurcllul flint gun were the most
efficient instruments the shooter could command,
it was o easy mattersfor the legitimate sports-
man to bag a couple of these birds when fairly
flushed by his cockers from the coppice or brush-
wood, and to kill a woodeock flying was justly
considered a triumph of the art. Various modes
of capturing it were then in “vogue, some of
which are still practised in certain districts even
at the present time, although with the exception
perhaps of the wmet, they are gradually falling
into disuse, or have been succeeded by the more
claborate improvements of modern poaching;
while the fatal double, like the schoolmaster, is
abroad, in whose presence the primaeval weapons
of our ancestors have long since ¢ paled their in-
effectal fire,” angd after the lapse of another
genoration 1tu.iEI probably be regarded as tife
clumsy contrivances of a femibarbarous wera.

The win, or iron spring trap, was much used
formerly to take woodeocks, *We find the cir-
cumstance frequently alludedsto in Shakspeare.
The haunts of the birds having been ascertained,

L o
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the trap was set in “the run,’ partially, sunk in

the soft mud and concealed with a few ledves.
The simplicity and portability of the gil still
render it a favourite with all neophyte poachers ;
and, except in a more delicate and refined style
"of u.mkm'm.-,lup thete seems to have been but
little improvement of late years in its manufac-
ture. 1 have seen a vers ancient onesthe con-
struction of which was nearly similar to, and
the prineiple identical with, the modern rat trap,
which, under various trifling modifications, las,
even in our own days, been contrived to capture
every animal of “moderate size, from a man to a
mouse. :

The partiality of the woodcock to certain
feeding places which would appear not to possess
any unusual attractions for him, and the perti-
nacity with which he regularly pursues the same
path, are very rémarkable. When quite a boy,
I once availed myself of this habit to catch a
woodcock, which T fondly imaZined I could suc-
cessfully rear in confinemente The scome was
it a small dell c:f bireh and ﬂhlm. A common
box trap, such af is #sed for 1.f|}m|" rats and
stoats or weasels alive, was the instrulsent that
1 thought most kel to suit my purpose. This

[ placed exactly insthe middle of the run, where
the tracks aml perforitioms were most numerous,

-

ol
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but "without taking the precaution ol sereening
it {som Observation. On visiting the spot next
morning [ found that my first essay had been
unsucesssful: and n short examination sufficed

to show the cause. There were traces .of at

-
least one or fwo woodeocks close to the trap ;*

but instead of attempting to pass through it,
they had, inclined a little out of the divect line,
and, apparently without evineing any other symp-
tom of alarm, had, after passing the obstacle,
resumed thelr course through the swamp, I
now placed a few boughs on both sides so as to
prevent a recurrence of this saishap, but not
without sundry misgivings that my rude fence
might cause the birds to take flight, and perhaps
seare them from their feeding places. My appre-
hensions, however, were groundless, lor on the
following morning I found a wogdeock safely
incarcerated, which, as a faithful chronicler of
facts, T am bound to confess soon died under my
fostering eare ; partly, perhaps, beeause it was
an old, bird, and nl:- tinately refused to insert its
bill into the most tempting dishes of soft mugd
with which I diberally sppplied it—taken more-
aver Ilum- the very spot on which it had seemed
to luxuriate in a state of satare — but princi- =
pally, I believe, from my ignopance ol its proper
food and the insatiableness of its appetite; for
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I was at that time impressed with the erroncous
beliel, shared by many even at the prefent day,
that as “a bird of suction’ it required na sub-
stantial food for its maintenance : but ® erpericutia
doeef.), 1 afterwards suceceded in l'u_-m"lulf_: A young
swoodcock by fediling him plentifully with earth-
worms — the species called brandlings, which
s abound in old heaps of COmpost, were the best—
these, when mixed with wet mould, he devoured
greedily; and I found ne small difficulty in
furnishing him with a suflicient qdantity, while
I varied his diet occasiomally with gentles, tad-
poles, and the Jarve of aquatic inseets. e i
became quite tame and reconciled to his place
of captivity, which was an outhouse, the door
of which had been removed and replaced by a
fragment of an old fishing net. Like all pets,
however, he met with an untimely fate. An
inguisitive spanicl managed to creep under the
net one afternoon, and although a speedy reseuc
was attempted, it was too lase; his carcer was
ended.  Being in excellent condition e was
lginded over to the cock, and a better bird never
appeared upon a 4able. , So rapidavas his diges-
tion, that #he stomach was perfeetly empty, and
—the other viscerap oy * trail,” contuined, only the
" peculiar cream-like matter usually found in the
woodeock, while its Bavopr was positively irre-

.
= L
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proachable, although he had Lreaklhstod that very
mornjng en negrly half a flower-pot  full of
WOTIs.

The woodeock being a erepuscular and noe-
turnal bird, that is to say, his active life com-
mencing in the svening and continwing l|:11'ul.1=*1]mll
the night, the regular sportsman meets with him
only when flushed reluctantly from those spots
to which he retires for "conecalment during the
open day. His organs of vision, like those of
the owls, thes nightjar, the great plover, and
other birds that feed pnncqmll_} after sunset, are
large and prominent, and admirably adapted for
concentrating the partial and confused rays of
twilight. At that hour he quits lis shady retreats
among the fir and holly plantations or the great
woods, and flying along the open roads and alleys
that lead to the adjoinng rm_.ulm\s, swamps,
moors, or lowlands, he passes the ‘Wwhole night
in search of food. It is a remarkable fact that
the impulse to take, wing seems to pervade these
birds at nearly the same moment, and during
the prmmcml twifight of spring, great numbers,
fall vietims to these pot- huntmrr gunners “]mm
the unrestzained use of Eue-.mns iz tpo apt to
encourage among an idle and, ugemployed popu-
lation. The facilities for this sport {1) are groat,
No trespass is :rummlttud s no game certificate
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s necessary. A high road flanked by a®large
wood is usually the scene of, operdtionsg  the
birds fly within a few yards of the shooters,
sailing down the alleys of the cover and crossing
the road with a noiscless owl-like motion of the
un:::;-, as different as possible oftrom the rapid
dashing flight that characterizes them when
flushed during the winter. They are, moreover,
zenerally feeble and emaciated, and -ELEthft]lrr
unworthy of the attention of the sportsman or
the epicure.® &

At this season, and even during moonlight
winter nights a very destructive mode of [owling is
still practised in certain parts of England, but more
frequently in some of the Western counties and
in Wales than elsewhere. Light nets with wide
meshes are slung across the fides in the great
covers, the ends being either supported on poles,

or slightly aftached to the upper branches of trecs
on both sides of the ride, or near a gateway over
which woodeocks have been, observed to pass.

* I am aware that, by o clouse ineroduced a few®venrs ago
sinto the game laws, this m}'ﬂnm ig supposed to be legally liable
went 3 Liit praction]ly the mensube is gene rn'|l1. fistrmil
fBejent, A ease occurred lutely within Wy own know-
ledge, where n party of these 111rn|'ﬂ|».4. ponchers, althomeh
t-u]-:m-_rl in flagraite dblictn were acquitted %y the Solons
of & eountry beneh, Yot the case was pﬂlpnh]} within the
meaning of the aet, .

" -
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The ]Jn::f lul'nljm-ii:u:_,r Laill ]1;1.451'1:;5 easily 1]ll'uilgh
the igterstfees o the yielding net, the head
follows pf course, and every suceeeding struggle
tends only to entangle them the more; and so
unsuspicious of danger ave they, or uncbseryant
of the fate of their fellows, that they will often
blindly fly against a net from which several of
their comrades are already vainly endeavouring
to extricate themselves. This kind of poaching
is very successful when conducted by experienced
hands, who econtrive to arrange their nets so as
to answer a double purpose, at the gateways on
the borders of large woods, where gnany hares—
whieh, like woodeocks, wander in search of food
during the night—are captured in the lower
meshes.

But the most ancient mode of taking the
woodcock was by means of the springe, although
the use of this invention in its original simplicity
may now be said to be almost obsolete. Nooses
of platted horse-hairshave superseded the single
slip-knot_of cord, and instead of the prize being
suspended alolt from the extremity of a tall
rod, its strangulation is gffectesl by a more
sceret and quict process, When its byeast hias
touched 1|Tq horizontal stick, which may be
termed the trigger of the springe, the latter 1s
released from its curved, pr:s-itlu.n, and the bird

- « H, :
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—gencrally noosed round the neck—is dhagged
down to a peg half concenledain the groynd —
through a hole in which the horse haiy passes
—and forcibly strained nagainst it until life is
extinet.  But there was something far more
simple and picturesque in the old springe of
our forafathers: the materials for constructing it
were chietly to be found on the lijmt, and, indeed,
consisted of little else than a few sticks and
string.  Perhaps the common contrivance for
taking moles, still used in most %of the southern
counties of England, approaches more nearly than
any other to the ancient springe, of which indeed
it may be said to be a subterranean variety : but
this, too, is gradually making way for a successor
in the shape of an clongated toothless gin, which
is much admired by the enemies of this really
useful lttle quadruped — far blinder in their
generation than the animal that they persecute—
as no practical dexterity is necessary in its
management ; its principle ds within the compre-
hension of a ploughboy, and every 1t|i|.1 of the
sail may now be his own mole-catelier.

I had onece,eand ljut once, s opportunity of
seeing a woodcock taken in a veal. old Englisl
springe. I was gtaying several years ago with
a friend who resided in one of the most pictu-
resque fracts of the forest range of Sussex,
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where the soil in an agricultural point of view
is woor and bafren, and the few arable fields that
meetsthe eye can hardly repay the labour of the
husbandman. The surface of the eountry, how-
ever, presents great variety of scenery. =Hills
and glens of *heather, studded with hollies and”
Yew trees, are seen 1 all directions, mid contrast
with the russet foliage of the great oak wooids
which form the principal feature m the land-
scape; while extensive commons, covered with
gorse and plinted with Scotch fir, are perhaps
succeeded by moors of alders and willows with
dark deep-looking ponds, the mergins of which
are hemmed in by reeds and sedges; and over
this varied and thinly peopled district the black
grouse, the pheasant, the partridge, the wood-
cock, the hare, and the rabbit still roam, almost
in a state of nature, and, with the.exception of
the first, in sufficient numbers to reward auy
truc and unspotled sportsman.

One morning, just as we were preparing to take
the field, a live 1.5'_0{::11:m:k was brought into the
yard by a rough-looking native, whose appearancis
strongly reminded me of Leathemstocking in © The
Prairie.” «He was a tall and sinewy*old man,
with a weather-beaten countermnce. His grey
head was covered with a hape-skin cap. He

wore a threadbare velveteen® shooting coat, while
- ¥ 2 -
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his lower garments were almost concealed by
long leather gaiters, which reached high alove
the knees and bore unmistakeable evidence of
having protected the bony legs of their owner
from sany a huih and bramble. He was a sort
*of cross between a woodman and & poacher, with
& touch of the keeper; being occasionally em-
ployed as a beater and pightwatcher, and as a
trapper of all kinds of four-footed verdin, in
which department he was still without a xival
in the neighbourhood. After a few questions,
I found that he had caught the bird in an adjoin-
ing moor, and that his apparatus was evidently
nothing else than the simple springe which had
been in use for eenturies, and which in this
remote district had not yet been superseded by
any more elaborate contrivance. As I had long
wished to witness this ancient mode of taking
the woodeock, 1 gladly availed mysell of his
proposal that we should make the trial that very
evening ; so having arranged to meet at the
corner of a certain wood a little before twilight,
4 parted from my new acquaintance for a few
hours, - . -

LAt the*appointed time I found him  wait-
ing for me. He sonducted me along a small
stream which ran between high wooded banks,
until, at last, on cledring the cover, it opened
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upon a long narrow moor, which formed the
bottom of a glen, bounded on one side by a
stecpieclivity covered with heather, and erowned
with a few firs and hollies, and on the other by a
hanger of stunted oaks; while a thick bed of
osiers, min;_;lu‘[l with sedges and tussocks of !
coarse grass, bordered the edge of the narrow
stream as it erept slowdy through the middle of
the little 'L'{l."L‘_‘..'.

We soon found many tracks of the woodeock
on the black mud; and on one spot these, as
well as the borings of his beak, were very nume-
rous. Here my companion halfed, and pulling
out his knife, cut down a tall willow rod, which
he stuck firmly into the ground in nearly an
upright position, or perhaps rather inclining
backwards. On the opposite side of the run he
fixed a pes, so as to project only=a few inches
above the surface: to this he fastened a slight
stick about a foot long, attached loosely with a
tough string, much as the swingel of a flail is to
its hanal-staff': angther branch of willow was bent
into an arch, and both ends driven into the soft
ground to a considerable depth on the opposite
side of tht track, and nearer to the till upright
wand. Te the tip of the latter"a string was now
fastened, the end of which was formed into a
large running noose ; while, about half-way down,



150 GAME BIEDS AND WILD FOWL. *

.
another picee of stick, about six imches long, was
ticd by its middle. The flexiblé wand was Yhen
bent foreibly downwards, one end of the little
stick overhead was passed under the arch, while
it wifs retained in this position, and at the same
time the bow prevented from sprﬁuging upwards,
by its other extremity being placed against a
notch at the end of the stick which had been
Fistened to the peg on the other side of the run,
across which it now lay, twe or three inches from
the ground, and supported the noose. This, in
fact, comstituted the trigger, which was to be
released when struek by the breast of the wood-
cock.

The old man constructed the trap in much less
time than I have taken—and hoy imperfectly—to
describe it. Indeed, I feel that it is a subject
better suitect to the peneil than to the pen.

His last care was to weave the sedges on either
side of the run into a kind of scrcen so as to
weir the woodcock into the®snare, and this he
accomplished with much skill gnd expedition. It
*was now nearly dark, and we separated, after
nrran{__{it]g to meet agﬂ'in on thL‘.SEiHlI'_" spot a-zlr]z.-
. I arrived there, how-
ever, some time” before him, and fomnd myself
threading my wag through the willows just as

the grey dawn was Dbeginning to appear on the

el

on the lbr[uwing maorni
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.
castern horizon.  Nor was I long kept in uncer-
taifity, for on®emerging from the sedges, there
hung dangling before my eyes, suspended like a
gibbeted felon in mid-air—a woodeock. He was
noused round the neck, and although still-warm
was quite déad; and as I smoothed down his"
rufled, though Lloadless feathers, and admired
the exquisite arrangement of his plumage, I
thought he was worthy of a place in my collec-
tion. There he now occupies a conspicuous niche,

'md I never lock at him without thinking of

bygone days, the swamp in the glen, and the old

poacher and his springe. .
.
.
-
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CHAPTER IX. - .6

' Therefare 1 think my cagle s w0 ju uly atyled Jove's sgrant in
[}
ordinary = oed that very faleon thae | 8 now going to see .1|. SETVDE B
meaner g tiile"—lzaag WaLtos.

Faleonry — Youthful Attenipts in the * Nobk Art'— Heron.

Hawking—The Look-out—The Chace— An Irish Dog—
Fabulous Errors—Mugpie Huwking— Colonel Bonham's

Hawking Experiences—Seanlroy— Pererrine Faloons— :
Grouse Hawking—Russion Settorse—The Goshawk com- 3
pared with the Peregrine—Their respeetive Merits—How L]
does the Fuleon strike her Quarry 1 — Woodeoek Hawk-
ing — Convineing Fact—Ancedote— The Falcon's last
Fll'rlut—-‘ Faleon' and * Ticrecel’ — Wild Duck, Black-
L‘Uck, and Prarmigan Mawking—* Playing' the Hawks—
The Faleon £ Sea—Recognition nud Recovery.

My experience with trained falcons has been
comparatively slight, although when quite a lad 1
suceeeded in reclaiming the peregrine angl the
merlin.  The ficld of my operations was in a
remote part of the Wast of IrePand, where a
grent externt of ]‘m.'btr'w{i mountain m'tlrl moor-
land afforded abundance of fuArTY, ﬂml-p]em:, of
elbow-room for the ,experiment; but the result
never equalled my EID]'!L,_. « Just, perhaps, as one

-
- # .
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of my mpst promising hawks would have nearly
l-mﬂph_-n_-.;ls its cotirse: of instruction, an absence of
some months would break the tender tie, and on
my return [ had geverally the maortification of
linding L‘it]l.{‘!'-[ hat she had perished from 115;;[{1'1 .
or improper lfeod, or that her l'un[l:l.r:. were in
such & state as to render her useless in the field
until andther moult Itd taken place. Yet 1
justice to these juvenile attempts 1 must add
that my proceedings were conducted on the most
orthodox svstem. There was no lack of black-
letter authority. Sundry rare and valuable trea-
tises on * the noble art of falconrié’ had fallen into
my hands, preeminent among which was a copy
of ¢ The Bock of St. Alban’s," a treasure which
was reluctantly lent to me by a relative who was
curious in medimval literature, and who never lost
an opportunity of assuring me that the guaint
old volume was really a diamond beyond all price.
Thus I soon became thoroughly initiated in all
the mysteries of the hood and the leash, and
even learned in a short time to fabricate my own
rude tackle. Unint‘ruupto[l leisure from other”
pursuits, the aid of an [‘\r!r_'l.li.}llf[{] 1w|s1..il'|t. and
dogs regul: L1|'l. trained to the sport, we ve never-
theless waifting ; and I soon Became satisfied that
without these—however great certain local advan-
tages may be—any attbmpt to indulge in _t]l::

L] .
H
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.
glorious pastime of our forefathers must be litde
else than ¢ vanity and vexation ufspirii.'

I have since seen a few partridges killed by a
cast of well trained falcons, and was onee present
at the captura of a heron by tlu: same  birds.
The falconer and his party—of which I was one
—stationed themselves in 2 deep ditch ot drain
which traversed the edfe of a large bog, over
which the herons had been observed to fly very
low, when returning from fishing jin the neigh-
bouring swamps and morasses. Some of us would
crawl oceasionally to the top of the bank, and
straining our c}cs to the utmost, endeavour to
cateh o giimp:ju of the quarry in the distanee, as,
with heavy flight, it might be seen flapping slowly
-'1IIIIHH the surface of the moor, sgradually nearing
our position, and apparently certain of passing di-
rectly over olir heads; but we were frequently dis-
appointed. One after another did several of these
magnificent birds come within what we supposed
to be a moderate distanee, and many and loud
were our remonstrances as thesinexorable faleoner

*still obstinately rcfm: d to liber rate his hawks, and
persisted in u:nunfr for*a more favourable oppor-
tunity. This at last occurred, A devoded heron,
whose approach we had all regarded i breathless
silence, now :ndr.‘uftcd_ in a direction which secmed
to satisfy the scruples ®of even the fastidious

R AR
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™
“auceps., Ina second the hawks were unhooded
an® turned mil': and the next moment were in full
Hight after the heron, who, taking advantage of
the wind, was rapidly increasing the distance
between us, and at the same tige ascending to a,
ereat height i a wide curve or circular gyration ;
a manceuvre i whieh he was anticipated by his
more astive pursucrs,*who were now seen to rise
above him, but postponed coming to closer quar-
ters for so lang, that we werc soon runming at ous
best speed in the vain hope of obtaining a nearer
view of the sport; while several of the party,
with their eyes directed upwalds, appeared 1o
forget, or to despise the obstacles that were con-
tinually presented to their progress by an Irish
bog, and were soon sprawling in a -turf-pit or
floundering, waist-deep, in a quagmire; so that
but very lew of us were fortunate® enourh to be
looking in the right direction when the falcons,
who had already *bound:to their quarty,” were
now seen slowly descending together, like a fea-
thered parachutes to the ground. For my own
part, [ was so lucky as to reach the spot a fet
moments after the falcotier, and found him be-
striding the prostrate heron, whose head he had
secured bretween his knees,while he appeared to
be anxiously examining his shawks to ascertain
whether they had received any wound from the
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sharp beak of their adversary.  As to thy heron,
with the exeeption of a slight laceration of Yhe
dorsal plumage, he seemed to have sufferell no

injury. He was therefore reserved as a trophy,

and doomed, pogr fellow, to be Lm;nu:*{! out soon

afterwards for the amusement of a larger party of
spectators, . . . .

By the way, there are* two fables cennected
with the habits of the heron, yet both of them
pass eurrent with the greater part of the world as
established facts in its natural history. One is,
that he presents his beak to his enemy so as to
transfix him wheh the latter is about to ‘stoop.’
Indeed the awkward and lumbering movements of
the heron at this ecritiecal moment show that
even if heswere disposed to try.the experiment,
he has no power to bring this formidable
weapon into fplay against his swift and vigorous
autagonist, whose mode of attack indeed, as well
ag the rapidity of ite exccntion, would render
such a result exceedingly improbable; for the
swoop is made obliquely, not perpendiculaddy, and
fhe faleon strikes Rer quarry from behind, When
the faleons and” the *heron have reached the
around, then matters assume a differéiy aspect.
The moment he finfls himsell’ on ter firma Le
shows a bold frontpand struggles to be revenged

on his persecutors by well-directed and quickly
- - . .
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répeated plunges of his sharp and dagger-like

befk., Then Mdeed must the faleoner hurry to

the pot, or he may find that his hawks have

‘eaught a Tartar. A mortal wonnd, serious

laceration. or the loss of sight, might be the price
¥ [ = - o

- - | - -
of victory. ‘The heron abways aims at the cye.

[ anr acruainted with a gentleman who was de-
prived of one of the organs of vision by a bird of
this species which he had incautiously scized after
it had been wounded. [ have elsewhere recorded
il NArrow vso?tpu of my own from a similar misfor-
tune,® and I shot for two seasons in Ireland over an
old pointer—and a capital dog he was—whose loss
of one eye was attributable to an imprudent attack
during his younger days on a winged heron.
Another popplar error in connexion with this
bird is that during ineubation it is in the habit
of protruding its legs through tws holes in the
bottom of its nest. Now there is no reason in
the world why the heron.should assume an atti-
tude so painful fnd unnatural.  Its legs are
certainly long, bpt the bones of which they are
composed—the femur, the tibfa, and the tarsus-e
bear the samé relative pwoportitn to each other as
in the geierality of waders, and can be as easily
folded up underneath the bady as the legs of any
other bird. Perhaps the story may have origi-

-
# & Opnithological Rambles in Suseex.’
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L]
nated in the brain of some compiler who was
ignovant of its an tomy, and who Tad never s¥en
its nest; but having noticed the unusual lehgth
of its limbs, took for granted that it would be
nulmulhlc for the heron to gather them up in
the usual manner, and therefore as there ought to
be two apértures in the bottom of, the nest for
* their reception, that he might take the liberty of
boring them forthwith. One of the numerous in-
stanees in which preconceived .Lhum'i.cs are fonnd
to be at fault when tested by the actual operi-
tions of nature.

But besides the noble heran, which formerly
occupied @ prominent position on the mame list,
and many other birds which are now included
that category, various species of , water-fowl and
wading-birds were favourite objects of pursuit
with the falcower, Nay, even crows and magpies
had their admirers, and in the opinion of the late
Sir John Sebright—ona of the highest authorities
on that subject—the last-named birds afford so
animating a sport that he consjdered it farssupe-
rdor to every other kind of hawking, The magpie
always endeavours to meke for a fhick hedge or
cover.  The object of the falconer, and ipdeed of
all the spectators—whose assistance is of import-
anee, and who are thus enabled to take a share
i the amusement—is” to «rive him from these
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.
stronghglds into detached bushes, and in passing
hifriedly front onesto the other the faleon makes
her %toop, while her quarry exhibits great dex-
terity in avoiding the fatal blow. Exeellent sport
of this kind has been afforded by the faleons of
Y. O'Keefe, "Esq., at the Curragh of Kildare:
On sne occasion the magpie, after fiaving been
successively expelled drom various places of re-*
treat, made for a distant whinbush, and when
about half way ‘across the intervening space,
seemed to elude the stroke of the faleon by sud-
denly dropping to the earth and disappearing
from all his foes; for when the®pabty arrived on
the spot the magpie was nowhere to be found.
The ground was carefully examined where he had
so mysteriously, vanished, and whips were loudly
cracked by the mounted spectators; but all in
vain, Here was a puzzle! The faleon still con-
tinued to ¢ wait on ' overhead, a sure sign that her
quarry was underneath hor. At last, after a long
search, he was [bund suugly coneealed in the
bottosn of a cart-gut, where, but for his treacher-
ous plumage, he would probdbly have succeedal
in eseaping tlie observation of fis enemies.

On aghther occasion one of the falcons belong-
ing to tifis gentleman alfortled a remarkable ex-
ample of the extraordinary haight to which it will
occasionally compel its quarry to ascend, and of

-



10 GAME BIRDS AND WILD FOWL, .

-
the determination and perseverance with which it

will pursue it to such an alttude? before it s¥e-
ceeds in dealing the fatal blow. This tifie a
crow was the object of the chace, and ¢ took the
air’ immediately, hotly pursued 113 the faleon,
and soon rose to such an elevation in spiral
S.".‘l.{,f_'l}b diréetly above the head of the spectator,
®that both birds were gradwally lost to lds view.
Another minute elapsed, Llurmg which he con-
tinued to strain his eyes in vain in_the hope of
catching a glimpse of them in the direction where
they had lately vanished from his sight. At last
a single dark speck appeared, which quickly be-
came larger and lavger as it deseended, and the
next moment the dead body of the crow fell with
extraordinary force a few yards frpm the spot on
which he was standing.

Perhaps fevs men in these degenerate days have
had such opportunities of enjoying the glorious
sport of falconry, with every adv antage which art
and nature could combine, as ‘my friend Colonel
Bonham, of the 10th Hussars, o Those who sknow
bem are aware that a great portion of the early
period of his life was dewoted to * the noble craft,’
and the sanfe energy and spirit which endlgled him
to overcome the numierous obstacles 1o a full
enjoyment ol this, .Imnnrmrr pastime in the
British islands, has at o later period, sinee serving

A
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willT his vegiment in the Fast, carried him into
lhu-:wjm;ps and jungles of Indostan, in spite of
Thugs, tigers, and fever, and rewarded him with
the acquisition of many a sporting trophy.

Some years ago he rented SEtu'dru:,', an 1m-
mensé mountaln district in Rosshire, near Strath-*
connag, comprising ap area of thirty-five thousand
acres, This vast tract of wild ground adjoined, or
“ marched with,"—as the Highlanders have it—
another beat of sinlilar extent, over which he had
free permission to pursue his sport. The whole
was well stocked with grouse, black-game, and
ptarmigan, while even red-deer were found within
its limits; but although a good shot and a
practised stalker, the gun and the rifle were gene-
rally laid aside for the far more exciting sport of
falconry. Would that others could be tempted
to follow his example! But this is more than
can be expected. I cannot however persuade
mysell that a short sketch af his hawking experi-
ences will prove wholly uninteresting, even to
those who prefer, to take the field with the
weapons of modern warfare, =1 thevefore avaik
myself of his pdrmission ta embetly from recollec-
tion a few of his notes and observations; sincerely
regretting that L cannot add »

L quinqgue igse—vidi
Et quorum pars magna fi."
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Scardroy Lodge was a long low building Situ-
ated in a gorge in the very heart of the “i_l_;h]ﬂ!ﬂ:h
In front a broad belt of moorland sloped down to
the elear waters of Loch Benachran, wlich was
well. stocked with trout, and haunted during

* certain seasons i)}' wild ducks and Yavious dpecies
of water-fowl. Lofty mmlptains.ruso frogn the
opposite side of the lake, gradually gscending
higher and higher until the heathery brows were
at last succeeded by the grey focks, where the red
grouse gave way to the ptarmigan.” Still farther
to the right the hills appeared to be abruptly
severed, and frewned over the water, in which
their image was distinctly reflected. Opposite to
them, and necarer to the lodge, a rapid river
rushed into the lake, after wandering through a
wilderness of moor in the I’E.'::l', and watering
many a seclyded valley, where the crack of the
rifle was seldom heard, and where the lazy stag
might slake his thirsf in undisturbed security.
Such was Secardroy : and here with an experienced
faleoner and trusty keepers, his hawks and his
«logs, Colonel Borham took up his quarters, and
passed a great portiongol many ytars in the full
enjoyment of his favourite pursuit. -l;!'c had at
one time as many && twelve peregrings, most of
which he had obtained on the northern coast of
Ircland, Certain lofty ¢Jiffs in the counties of
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I}crlj and Antrim were favourite breeding places.
Soe were frof the cliffs of Benevenagh, others
from* Fair Head, Tory Island, and the Criants’
Causeway, The isle of Arran had at different
times [urnished im with line ]mu']w, as well -JS
Rathfin Island and Geron Point, and Innishowen®
on the coast between Loch Foyle and Liach Swilly.
He had also procured peregrines from a certain
inland precipice on the property of Mr. Cole
Hamilton ; but although most of them were ob-
tained from lreland, some came from the North
of Scatland, among which he particularly remem-
bered a favourite bird from Ailsa*Craig.

Next to good hawks, an efficient falconer and
plenty of elbow room, well-trained dogs were of
the greatest importance. Long experience had
satisfied Colonel Bonham that a variety knowii by
the name of Russian setters were better adapted
for this sport than the common setter or pointer.
He found them far mora dotile and sagacious,
yet equally spirited; and they possessed the in-
estimaple advantage of not being spoiled as shoot-
ing dogs by the unaveidable indulgences ande
licences which® were peranitted® during a  day’s
hawking. *This may be best illustrated*by a scene
of ordinary cccurrence. The setters have found
game. The faleoner advances yvith his hawks un-
hooded and ready to start® from his fist. Now

-
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they are on the wing, and allowed to ﬂttu"m i
considerable elevation before the rouse is flushied,
The dogs are still motionless, or perhaps oceasion-
ally avert their steady gaze for a moment from
the erouching bird, and cast a hasty glance up-
*wards. At last the faleoner kicks fip the glouse,
who flies dway at his best speed with the hawks
elose behind lim. Away oo go the faleoner and
the colonel. Who thinks of *down charge’ at
such a moment, or who could® expect the dogs to
practise such self-denial when their preceptors
have set them so bad an example? Away go the
dogs also, each*pursuer anxious to be in at the
death, and valuable allies do they prove. The
falcons and their quarry have disappeared over
the brow of a hill, and the setters are out
of sight, for the sportsmen are far biehind. At
last on arriving at an elevated spot they see
a wide valley beyond them; but where is the
grouse ? and whert age the hawks? The chace
is over, for the far-sighted® falconer can see
nothing of the birds in the ajr. He noy scans
the heather below; and soon perceives old Platoff,
with tail extended and sigid as a*statue, backed
by his cotfipanion, Hurrying down until within
a moderate distance, he utters the well-known
shout, and tosses his lure aloft; while he now
cautiously advances tdwards the spot where, half
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concealed in the heather, the female hawk —

~ - -
or faleon’—cowers over the fallen grouse, and

b cunningly endeavours to sereen it from discovery
with her extended wings, while the male—or
tiercel — waits patiently until his Patagonian

’ ! { partnet shall Itwve so far satisfied her appetite as ®

to alloy him to partake of the repast. *Here the
falconer will exercise hig judgment. Ifa second =
{ flight is contemplated he will gradually sccure the
quarry, and reward his hawks with a few moutlh-
fuls of meat {rom the lure; but it will be ad-
visable for him occasionally to leave them in
_ undisturbed possession of their prey, or they will
{ contract the bad habit of attempting to f carry ™ it
! away on his approach. According to Colonel
Bonham three grouse are suflicient to take from a
falcon in one day.
But to return to the dogs, who havg acted their
1 part to perfection, and have been as immoveable
as the swrrounding rocks guring the process of

feeding and securing the hawks, and releasing the
grouse from their grasp. One might expeet that
il taken out with the gun on she following day e
their performaitee would Ge lessereditable.  No
A such thing.s These Russians were capalde of dis-
tinguishing, and appreciating the nature of the
different characters in which they were alternately
| required to appear, and yherr the game was sprung

1
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and the bird fell or flew away, no :ltlump{ Wi
made, no inclination was evinesd to Lreals the
point; but they would ¢ down charge ' as instan-
taneously and perfeetly as if' the discipline usual
in such ecases had never been for a moment re-

¥ - L] .
* laxed. Nay more, two of thet used *to act

regularly sas retrievers wlu:;n the ‘wl:r:l'tl wag given
to follow a wounded bird, Colonel Dogham said
that both of these were good field dogs, and one
of them the very staunchest t]mt he ever pos-
sesseds

Besides his favourite peregrines, Colonel Bon-
ham obtained a pair of goshawks which were bred
on the Duke of Gordons estate at Fochabers:
but he found them of little use in the open
country ubout Secardroy. The goshawk is short-
winged: his flight is close to the ground, and,
compared with that of the faleon, tedious and un-
interesting. He is in fact a sparrow-hawk on a
larger scale, and was accordingly included in the
same sub-genus (aceipiter) By naturalists, until
Cuvier, observing the comparative shortnpss and
sctoutness of the sarsi and the moderate length of
the middle toe-swhich in the sparrow-hawk is
eonsiderable—formed a separate genus (asfur) for
its reception.  Thediabits of the goshawk are as
different as its conformation from those of the
falcon. Instead of sbariyg to a great height and

-
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descdiding in o swoop upon its prey, it pursues it
in a glireet line, gud aflter driving it into a bush or
cover,fakes up its own position on the nearest
tree, where it waits patiently until huneer or
necessity compels the poor bird to leave its place
of comtcealmens:; when cat-like it*darts upon its
vietim,, and secures 11 without difliculey, It is
accordingly better "I.il.'l]:-[ﬁl for a wooded or en-
closed country than she peregrine; for pheasants
and partridges than%or grouse or ptar migan. lts
character too is altogether devoid of that energy
and perseverance that are so conspicuous in the
falcon. If the quarry should gain an advantage
at the beginning of the chace, it frequently re-
linquishes the pursuit altogether, and settling on
the nearest branch, prepares to dart upon the
next passer by. It was not without reason there-
fore that this species, and some other hawks of
similar structure, habits, and character, were
styled * ignoble * by our ancesters, 1o distinguish
them from the longevinged, hlg,l: flying or * noble’

|]Lu|1- The mm'mnmth of the goshawk how-
ever in cover are eXcee dingly rapid and effective,
[ts short wings enable i IIlIL to &pass more casily
through the intervals of the boughs, avhile with
its long En;d fan-like tail it steers its way, and
performs marvellously intricate evolutions as it
pursues the pheasant, the blackeock, the hare, or
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the squirrel through the tangled labyrinths of the

coppice and underwood. . .

The red grouse was a favourite object «of the
chace with Colonel Donham. Sometimes it would
drop suddenly and take refuge in the heather,
when the faleon would abruptly scheck her pro-
gress, and ascend rapidly over the :_spot whgre the
bird had sought LU]H.-_J]]‘m.‘l'IL This i ig the lan-
guage of the craft is calletl “making the point.’
When the falconer perceives®his from a distance,
he hastens to the spot, and if the hawk be not
already thoroughly trained, he lures her down for
the purpose of accustoming her to that invaluable
aid, after which he has the opportunity of afford-
ing her a second flicht; but if an old or thoe-
roughly broken faleon, he has only to start the
grouse from the heather while she waits on over-
head, and away she goes after it agaip. It not
unusually happens however that the poor grouse
is so scared and Llntmr;rml by the acrial movements
of its deadly foe, that it wilb sulfer itself to be
captured under the very nose of the dog, rather
Jhan venture to take wing a second time.

The best chawce of, eseape for the grouse is

when he s sprung near the foot of asmountain, -

" L] - - . -
and eontinucs to wgrk up hill, withoyt deviating
considerably to the right or left, On such occa-
stous the falcon scldom syeceeds in striking him

.
! . [

i'l
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elfectually.  On the conteary when he is found
on the |1[.ghur Brows, and makes for the valley,
then s fate is sealed.  The hawk is up with him
in a moment, and strikes him like lightning.

The peregrine often showed a_repugnanee to
pursuitig her gharry across a large piece of water. 3
This was mosy freqpently evinced when wild
ducks wege the objects of the chace. Sometimes,
however, a high-mettled hawk would keep within
a certain distance of the bird during the transit,
and if the duck, instead of dropping on the water,
or secking shelter in the reeds or rushes on the
opposite bank, continued its fligh® over the moor
beyond, she would resume the pursuit with undi-
minished ardour.

It has often been a question with ornithologists,
in what precise manner the falcon deals the fatal
blow. Some authors have asserted shat it is by
means of the foot; others attribute it to the
breastbone, protected as it is b} such strong pec-
toral muscles that the comcussion which is sup-
posed tp deprive its victim of life can have no
injurious effect upon the author of the momen-*
tum. My own’opinion, which & fully corrobo-
rated by the more extensive experience df Colonel
Bonham, is= that it is by mesns of the powerful
hind talon that the deadly wound is inflicted. If
a grouse, a duck, or newootcoek that has been

. s ]
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thus suddenly killed by a peregrine be ::x-'ul:im'd.
it will generally be found that the loinse and
shoulders ave deeply scored, the back of the neck
much torn, and even the skull sometimes pene-
trated by this formidable weapon, Now as the

* stroke is almost always delivered® obliquely, that
is, in a sldnting, downward givectign from behind,

= this laceration could not be effected by any of the
talons of the front toes: nor would the severest
possible blow from the breast of the faleon pro-
duce such an effect. Indeed, Colonel Bonham
had several rare opportunities of witnessing the
operation distitietly, and his testimony on this
point ought to be conclusive. On one occasion
in particular, when in Ireland, a woodcock, after
a long chace over an adjoining moor, had taken
refuge in a small cover, whither it was closely
pursued bysthe hawk—the falconer and several
assistants following., Colonel Donham  himself
made for a nearet peint of the coppiee, and had
just taken up his position under a tree at the side
of a ride or alley, when he, saw the woodcock
«flying towards him, and its enemy close upon it.
As the former passeds within a Tew vards of the
spot whete he stood, he perceived by N laborious
flight and epen besk that it was much exhausted,
The next moment down came the faleon, and he
could see distinetly thate the blow was delivered
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by the Aind talons. The ellect was instantancously
fatd, and precisely such as might have been ex-
pectedd from the mnature of the weapons that were
brought into play. The back of the woodeock
wis completely ripped up, and the lower pert of
its skull split &pen. a g
Sometimes 3 woogeock would ¢ talle the air,’
that is, gndeavour to gscape from its pursuer by *
ascending to a great height in cireular gyrations;
and being a bird of considerable vigour and rapi-
dity of flight, it was, in the performance of this
manceuvre, almost a match for the peregrine.
There is much danger of losing tlfe faleon on such
occasions, for as soon as the woodeock has at-
tained a certain altitude, it will—especially if
favoured by a E‘rfsh breeze—strike off in a direct
line, and lead the hawk a distance of many miles,
Of this, Colonel Bonham mentioned a remark-
able instance, which is well worthy of being

recorded. oy
When hawking *for woodeocks in Rossmore
Park, jn the Cuuu;n}' of Monaghan, Ireland, with
the Hon. R. Westenra, a woodvock, after a shors
chace, ©took the air,’ cJosely *pursued by the
falcon—the property of the latter gentleman—
who h:td. her bells and ¢ vaevels’ on, with the
name and address of the owper engraved upon

them. In a short time bdth birds had attained
- a2
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such an elevation that it was ouly by ];i"f-’
down on their backs, and placing their hads
above their eyes, so as to serecn them from the
rays of the sun, and at the same time contract the
ficld .of vision, that the speetators could keep
them within view. At last, just as* they hatl be-
come almest like specks in_ the a];} they, were
* observed to pass rapidly J m\nrds ﬂn:- ngrth-east,
under the influence of a strong sonth-west wind ;
and were soon completely ot of sizht. Some
days elapsed without any tidings of the truant
falcon ; but before the week had expired, a pareel
arrived at Rossmore Park, accompanicd by a
letter bearing a Scotch postmark. The first
contained the dead body of the faleon: the latter
the closing chapter of her history from the hand
of her destroyer, a farmer who resided within
ten miles of Aberdeen. IHe was walking through
his grounds when his attention was attracted by
the appearance of a large hawk which had just
dashed among his pigeons, amd was then in the
act of carrying one of them ofll Runmng nto
éhe house he retwrned 1]LL‘§£‘1I[]J with a loaded
gun, and found she ropber coolly* devouring her
prey on the top of a wheat-stack. «The next
moment the poor faleon’s wanderings .‘l.':uru at an
end ; but it was not until he had seen the hells
on her feet that he wdiscpvered the value of his
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victim, and upon a more careful examination
perteived the "name and address of her owner;
and ‘while affording him the only reparation in
his power by sending him her vemains and the
account of ]:m fate, he uncons¢iously reridered
the story “mllw of record in a sporting and an
ornithologicals pointeof view; for upun a subse-
quent chmparison of dates it was found that she
had been shot 11::;:1'_.-‘11:-01-(!{&:311, on the eastern coast
of Scotland, within forty-eight hours after she
had been flown at the woodeock in a central part
of the provinee of Ulster in Ireland.

Colonel Bonham has known as many as fifty
woodeocks procured in the same season by one
peregrine. A much greaternumber had, of course,
been killed by dier, but it is advisable to leave
the hawk in undisputed possession of her prize
occasionally, or she would soon adquire the bad
habit of carrying it off on tlm approach of the
falconer, as however great may be the attractions
of the lure, they are far surpassed by those of the
natural prey whish she has Uhtdl“ﬂd by her own
unassisted powers.

In all mplmml birds thé female is larger and
more posverful than the male, and in this species
is styled e fulcon, par extellence, the male the
tiereel. Tt is not advisable »o fly two hawks ol

L 3
the same sex at oneet but a faleon and tiercel
[} A .
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who have become acenstomed to each other, may

be started together. In such a Zase, when %he
quarry has been struck, the male will give way
to his more potent helpmate, and she will keep
114)55L'3$ion of the bird until the arrival of thP fal-
coner; but the result may be very different when
two hawks of the same sex join, in thes pur-

®suit: they may occasionally be found sfighting
desperately for the prize, even when it has
effected its escape, alter leaving nothing but a
handful of feathers to reward the successful
combatant.

Colonel Bonbfm found that no bird was so
easily killed by the faleon as the common wild-
duck, which he attributed to its direct and uni-
form flight, unvaried by those spdden shifts and
dodges which are so frequently practised by the
grouse and the woodeoek. Tt was his castom to
mark down a party of ducks at some turn or
angle of the river, where the banks were suffi-
ciently steep to admit of his near approach with
the hawks.  When the alarm was givens they
sprang from a mdderate distance, and a good
falcon not unfrequentlys killed a mallard at the
very first blow. He had previously *ghserved
that the old male hlack-cock often contrived to
escape after having been struck, and would

then take refuge in a thiek bush or cover, into
e o L]
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which n young tiercel would oceasionally pursue
hi and hunte him out again: but the falcons
sponrbecame too cunning or too proud to enact
the part of a tevrier, and preferred fo wait on
overhead until the quarry had been started for
¢ frésh flight Grey hens, however, and yound
males, were easily kjlled. :

The sport which required most energy and per-*
severance, and was attended with greater danger
and difficulty than®any other, was ptarmigan hawk-
ing. It might be compared to chamois shooting.
The haunts of the ptarmigan were among the
highest of the rocky peaks thaterowned the lofty
mountains near Scardroy. Besides the obstacles
which the precipices and the rugged nature of the
ground presented at every step, it was no casy
matter to find the birds, so closely did they lie;
and so exactly did their plumage resemble the
colours of the lichens and surrounding crags,
that without good hardy .dogh the attempt would
have been unsuctessful. Even after this had
been accomplished, the game started, and a bird
stryck down by the faleon, #t would frequenthy
fall over a treendous eljif; antl a détour of some
wmiles mutst be performed before the prarmigan
could beefound or the hawk recovered. As in
all analogous circumstances hgwever, where danger
and difficulty beset the path of the sportsman,
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[ ]
the pleasure of suecess was commensurate with

the risk encountered. . Y ®

It was a practice with Colonel Bonha to
“play * his hawks occasionally, having previously
takenw the precaution of ¢ half feeding them up,’
ind  allowing the brass swivels By whicl® the
leashes are®attached to the ®bewits,’ or rings, to
remain on their feet, which thus provedsa suffi-
cient ballast to prevent them frem indulging in
long protracted flichts. Nulhﬁlg, he assured me,

could surpass the calm delight with which on a

fine autumnal evening he used to lie stretched on

the heather near the lodge, and contemplate for |
hours the graceful acrial evolutions af his falcons. }'
Occasionally the passage of an imprudent hooded / :
crow would excite them to a 5]|m't‘ chaee, and after
a good buffetting they would allow him to pursue
his way withoyt further interruption. Sametimes
two or three would meet together in mimie eom-
bat, and with loud® scgeams cleave the air in a
rapid descent, or tumble headlong towards the
ground, until suddenly arresting their dowpward
ceurse they would mascend to the higher regions
in gradual gyeations, and continue®to soar aloft, |
or repeat their manceuvres until it wad time to /)
call them down froms“their ‘play’ ZLhen the
faleoner would appepr with his lure, and sweeping

it round his head and®shoating at the same time
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in a peculiar key, the hawks would deseend from

abe with clodtd pinions, and having received the
rewald of their obedience in the shape of a few
tempting morsels of raw meat, quietly suffer
llmm«.-?l\u to be hooded, and opee more Maccd
on their rt-ap('{.tlw blocks.

It has been frequently asserted that the pere-
grine isenot susceptibk: of personal attachment,
that hunger is the sole agent by means of which
the falconer is enabled to reclaim her, and that it
is to the lure, and not to the person who wields
or displays it, that she evinces partiality or regard.
The following ancedote, howevel, would appear
sufficient to rescue her character from such an
imputation.

A friend of Cglonel Bonham—the late Colonel
Johuzen of the Rifle Brigade —was ordered to
Canada with his battalion, in which=he was then
a captain, and being very fond of faleonry, to
which he had devoted mucls time and expense, he
took with him two'of his favourite peregrines, as
his companions acrgss the Atlantie.

It avas his constant habit duling the voyage to®
allow them to ;1_1:‘ every day, aftér * feeding them
up’ that ghey might not be induced to rake off
after a passing sea gull, or winder out of sight of
the vessel. Sometimes their cambles were very

wide and protracted. At others they would aseend
L] g
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to such a height as to be almost lost to the view
of the passengers, who soon found®them an eflec-
tusl means of relieving the tedium of a lond sea
vovare, and naturally took o lively interest in
their=welfare, byt as they were in the habit of re-
Iurning regularly to the ship, no tineasiness was
felt during' their occasional absence, At last, one
evening, after a longer flight than ususl, one of
the faleons returned alone. The other — the
prime favourite — was missinl:ts;. Day after day
passed away, and however much he may have
continued to regret his loss, Captain Johnson had
at length fully made up his mind that it was irre-
trievable, and that he should never see her again.
Soon after the arrival of the regiment in Amerien,
on casting his eyes over a Halifax newspaper, he
was struck by a paragraph anmoumncing that the
captain of at American sehooner hade® at  that
moment in his possession a fine hawk, which had
suddenly made its appearance on board his ship
during his late passage from l'..i"rcrpuﬂl. The idea
at ence occurred to CaptaineJohnson that this
“tould be no other than his much- -prized faleon, so

having obtained fnmedmte leave of absence he set
out for Halifux, a journey of some *Jays. On
arriving there he lost no time in waifing on the
commander of the mhuuner, announcing  the
nh_]u.L n[’ 111* juunm} atid requesting that he
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might be allowed to sce the bird; but Jona-
than had no.fidea of relinguishing his prize so
easily, and stoutly refused to admit of the inter-
view, ‘guessing’ that it was very easy for an
Englisher to lay claim to another man's property,
but caleulafing * that it was a * tarnation sig]ut"
harder for him to get possession of it; and con-
cludings by assertings in unqualified terms his®
entire disbelief in the whole story. Captain
Jolmson's object however being rather to recover
lis faulecon than te pick a quarrel with the trueu-
lent Yankee, he had fortunately suflicient self-
command to curb his indignatfon, and proposed
that his claim to the ownership of the bird should
be at once put to the test by an experiment,
which several Americans who were present ad-
mitted to be perfectly reasonable, and in which
their comntryman was at last persuaded to acqui-
esce. It was this. Captain Johnson was to be
admitted to an interview with"the hawk—who, by
the way, had as yet shown no partiality for any
persop since her arrival in the New World, but
on the contrary had rather rtpelled all attempts
at familiarity™—and if at this Meeting she should
not only, exhibit such unequivoeal sigiis of attach-
ment ands recognition as sltould induce the ma-
jority of the bystanders to believe that he really
was her original master, “but especially if she
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should play with the buttons of his coal, lhuk the

American was at once to waive alk, :‘1-1“11 to Ieer,
The trial was immediately made. The Yafkee
went up stairs, and shortly returned with the
falcorr; but the door was hardly opened 1::1.[':}1:'
e darted from his fist and perch®d at once on
the shouldet of her beloved agd long lost protec-
“tor, evincing by every means in her power, her
delight and affection, ru'hl:ing-lmr head against
his cheek and taking hold of the buttons of his
coat and champing them playfully between her
mandibles, one after another. This was enough.
The jury were hnanimous. A verdict for the
plaintiff was pronounced : even the obdurate heart
of the sea captain was melted, and the faleon

was at once restored to the armg of her rightiul
OWner.

g —— W

T
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2 s (CHAPTER X.

& -
“ Far if a hape of safcty rest, -
L] "Tis in the af®ned nome of guest,
Who steks fur shelter, stom adistress'd,

Vitkin o chieftain's hall”
WaLTER ::iq.'l.l.‘T'I'

Favorite Haunts of the Pheasant in a state of Nature — A
more general Distribution of the Speeies desirable —
Iuefticiency of the Gome Laws—Lmportance of a quict
and sceure Place of Retreat—Asylum for Pheasanis at
Walton Hall — Deseriptive Sketeh— Crowing of Cock
Pheasants — Seenery — Valley of the Rother — Singular
Ugeurrence—Importanee of Evergreen Timber Trees in
Prescrves.

Extexsive oak forests and weods afTording

a considerable surface of ground cover, intersected

by shallow streams, appear *favourable to the

pheasant in a stale of nature. Thus in parts of

Austrja, Bohemig, and Bavaria they have been

knggwn to increase more rapifily and to acquire s

firmer footing”than evenin sohe of the agricul-

tural counties of England where ever} pains has
been takeq to establish them. This may be still
further attributable to the grpater strictness with
which the game laws and forest regulations of the

" 2 L
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Continent have been generally enforeed, as \:ull
s to a comparatively scanty lJﬁl}lthiT.l.ﬂI,‘:il'ul elic
absence of those luxuries and incentives to ctime
which too frequently follow in the wake of re-
ﬁhuumut.

* It is admitted by all who deserf®e the name
of sportsmén, that a general distribution of the
*pheasant throughout the gngth and breadth of
the land, would tend more to a desivable result
than the concentration of the Species within the
narrow limits of an overcrowded preserve. With-
out any reference to the manulacturing districts,
where indeed thesthing would appear to be almost
impracticable, there are still vast tracts of country
in the agricultural parts of England where the
bird is almost unknown, and yet where, by a little
care, and the cordial cooperation of all who have
an interest inuthe soil, it might be established in
moderate numbers. It may be objected that the
strict administratio? of the existing game lnws—
inefficient as they are—would *be attended with
such a degree of odium that, the experment,
eeen il successful, would not be worth the trigl—
that *le jeu ne vatt pas Ja chandelle’—that they
will probaltly soon be materially altered or re-
pealed.  Granted. Bt as long as they xemain on
the statute book, the judicious exercise of their
provisions may generally bessafely adhered to, and
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pn:spcr:livc legislation has nothing whatever to do
wish the subject of the present chapter. Even in
an ernithological point of view the pheasant is a
most interesting bird. There is many a walled
and wooded park, tow hich he is now a stranger,
where he mkzht be easily introduced and estaB-
lished, simply, by pryviding him with suitable food
and seeure places of petreat and coneealment ae®
all seasons of the year, almest without having
recourse to the m&dern system of preservation, or
the intervention of keepers and game laws.
During a delightful visit which I paid lately to
Mr. Waterton, at Walton Hally among the thou-
sand objects of interest that crowd upon the
attention of the naturalist, I had the gratification
of seeing an asylum for pheasants planted about
twenty years 1rro and which now appears to be
the very bean ideal of everything,that could be
wished for in that way. Local circumstances
indeed, over which he hgd fo control, induced
him some years stce to relinquish the preserva-
tion gf those birds on his property, but 1 re-
joiged to learn from him that it js his intention
shortly to infroduce a gufficient number to add
to the interest of a scene that already possesses
S0 man; arnithological attractions, and to occupy
a spot where, as soon as_ they have arrived
at vears of discretioy, they may equally laugh
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to scorn the eat, the stoat, the fox and :hu
poacher. L7 .
This paradise for pheasants is situated il an
open part of the park, not far from the lake, A
thick -hedge of holly swrrounds a clump of Jew
tfees, in an oval form, and is render®d still more
secure by a* ditch whieh encircles jt extermally.
“This holly hedge is regularly clipped and quite
impenetrable from top to bottom; being in fact
an evergreen wall, and the only entrance is by a
smiall gate which is carefully locked. Within, a
narrow space intervenes between it and the yew
trees, which being also constantly cut on the top
and underneath, have so spread and interwoven
their lateral branches as to form a dense verdant
canopy overhead, through which ot a single ray
of light can penetrate. To enter this evergreen
grofto it is nesessary to stoop very low through a
little archway cut in the thick foliage, but when
once arrived at the inferior a man may stand
almost upright.  Then, and ndt until then, the
advantages of the place ag an asyjum for phegsants
become evident. There is no under cover,or
brushwood, and tiereforg no inducement to the
birds to slfep on the ground where they too
frequently, in less favoured spots, become the
prey of nocturnal fopr-footed vermin; while the
horizontal branches of fhe yew trees afford every-
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Ihin;t desitable in a roosting place.  Fven during
the gay it would be diflienlt to perceive a pheasant
whens perched among them.  If notwithstanding
all these obstacles to the ingress of an unwel-
come visitor, one should succeed in reaching. the
centre of the ctump and alarm the pheasants, they*
would,drop quietly from the branches of the yews
upon thg smooth groupd, and running through
the hollow space below towards the exterior, ar-
rive at once in the farrow passage between them
and the holly hedge where there is sufficient room
to emable them to start from the ground, and
their first appearance from the outside would be
just as they topped the summit in a rapid flight
to another place of security. Such a spot is of
course secure from the depredations of the night
shooter; and the impenetrable nature of the
hollies, theough which even the phepsants them-
selves cannot force a passage, ballles at the same
time the machinations of thg wher and trapper.

I was delighted fo see a second clump of the
same” sprt at somg distanee, which has been
planted about five or six years, and promises tos
equal that whigh 1 have attempted to describe,
when it has seen as many summers.  *

It may be objected that the length of time that
must elapse before it can arrive at perfection, is a
scrious drawback to the practical utility of such a
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perfect retreat for pheasants. Dut .‘iu1‘1.‘1}‘.li'l.1-"i
consideration ought not to influence those gvho
have it in their power to create them ons their
ancestral domains, and who have a park or landed
property of any kind to bequeath to their succes-
“sors. The first expense and laBour are“com-
paratively* trifling; and beyond _Llwsc there is
no difficulty. They may be laid ouf on any
open space of ground that has the advantage
of water in its neighbourho®d; may be planned
of any size, and multiplied to any extent, accord-
ing to the dimensions or capabilitics of the park
or estate.  Food should be liberally supplied. It
should be placed inside, under the yew trees.
Jerusalem artichokes, beiled potatoes and beans
are better than barley or bucl&w]mut, not being
linble to be devoured by sparrows and other small
granivorous birds which have a strong predilec-
tion for all kinds of cereal grain.

The importancd of, evergreen timber trees in
extensive preserves has been too much overlooked
in general. I am not now alluding to yews and
shollies, whicl, take many years in coming to_ per-
fection, or at lemst before they clin form secure
roosting  places for pheasants, Scotel, spruce,
and silver firs oughé to be planted Hmmll_‘, A
well-known and frgquently fatal habit of the cock
pheasant—that of créwing several times when he
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first aseends o his roosting place in the evening,
ande so giving motice of his whereabouts to the

attentive poacher—would thus be in a great mea-
sure neutralized. 1 speak from personal expe-
rience when 1 say that it is Jm]_m.:-lhlv even avith
the nid of mdonlight, to perceive the form of
pheasant among the upper branches of* a fir tree,

while on the darkest pight 1 have suceeeded in
discerning his profile against the sky among the
leafless boughs of the oak and the eln. But the
habit of erowing, indulged in at all hours of the
day during the breeding season, is not restricted
to the purposes of love or the hodr of rest. The
same note is uttered on quitting his perch at
early dawn, and the sound of, thunder or distant
canmon never fails to produce it. How often,
though at a distance of thirty miles, have 1 heard

it elicited by the buoming of the. Portsmouth
guns, when the w c.nthm was calm, or the wind in
a favourable quarter. But, the most remarkable
instance of this kifid that ever came under my

notice geeurred on ghe 114h of March, 1850. It

was g clear sunny day, the ait cold and frosty,e
with a gentle Breeze from the ntrth-east. I had
been riding through Charlton forest, anfl had just
begun to descend the northern slope of the downs
by a rugged path ahove the vijlage of Gralfham,
when I was induced to halt Tor a moment to ad-
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mire the magnificent pancramie view that here

suddenly bursts upon the sight. The darlk Limng-
ing woods of Lavington clothed the steep hills on
one side, while on the other their natural forms
were varied l::.; smaller elumps of beech and
Juniper. DBelow me lay the long aftd picl:l.m‘::;.;p_u_-
valley of the Rother, extendjng from the borders
* of Hampshire as far as the eye could rgach, and
varied with wild, heathery commons, evergreen
woods, brown copses, and cultivated fields, Tm-
mediately opposite was the elevated range of the
lower green sandstone formation which {forms the
southern boundary of the weald of West Sussex ;
beyond which again, in the distance, might be
seen the blue outline of the Surrey downs as they
stretched far away into the eastern horizon. I
had not gazed long upon this magnificent seene
before a decp hollow booming, or protracted con-
cussion—{or it was rather felt than heard—shook
the earth for some®seconds, At the same moment
a pheasant in an adjoining cBpse announced his
consciousness of the shgek by,a sndden u;-uﬁ'in:_;_
svhich had hardly*ceased before a second eyplo-
sion, succeeded after anpther interval by a third—
the loudeft of all—induced every cock pheasant
in the woods of Lawington to sound <is note of
alarm. As to mygself, I confess T was puzzled
how to account for® thes phenomenon. It was

.
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quite dillerent from the rumble produced even by
the sloudest artdlle ry, and the clear cloudless sky
forbatle the supposition of its being caused by
even distant thunder.  On my way home I passed
slumi persons who had heard it, and many of
uimm had udticed its effect on the phensants?
cspecially one party, of labourers who®were cm-
ploved iu repairing a fopee near a long hamger—
ane of the best preserves in the county -—tl]u_', told
me that a lond and long continued erowing pro-
cecded from all parts of the wood for many
minutes after the last explosion. They too were
unable to conjecture the cause of the sound, nor
was the mystery unravelled until the following
day, when intelligence arrived of the awlul ex-
plosion and losg of life at Messrs. Curtis and
Harvey's powder mills at Hounslow, nearly fifty
miles inea direct line from the spot where I
heard it.

But to return from this digr¥ssion. The rapid
growth of Scotch afid spruce firs recommend them
to the potice of evgry game preserver; indeed the
horigontal branches and deitse foliage of this
latter afford at’once unrivalled facilities for perch-
ing, and yarm situations for roosting Huring the
most 111|:If_munt winters. I Imve seen the advan-
tages of such an experiment ip a wood Liclonging
to a friend of mine, notemarly miles from the spot
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in which I am now writing. 1If the ground under-

neath be covered with porse so ifuch the beser.
With gorse below and spruce firs above, the night
shooter is sadly puzzled ; and I have observed that
nld pheasants npt only prefer these trees for Jtheir
mmtuw places, hut resort to their hlducl:es at an
earlier petiod of the evemag than to the more
* exposed boughs of the oak, as if from o sense of
the greater security that I:hc". afford. At any
rate no large cover ought to *be selected for the
preservation of pheasants, in a country where
night poaching is prevalent, that is not diversified
with some clunips or patches of firs or pines.
Such a precaution, with a fair supply of stuffed
or wooden pheasants, stuck by wires on deciduous
trees in other parts of the coppice—on which
these worthies may be allowed to expend their
ammunition with impunity—would grestly facili-
tate the nocturnal preservation of the pheasant in
any district where® he «is already established, and
might prevent many a bloedy affray, and the loss
of many a faithful servant in a deadly eneounter
fvith superiors mnhbers, which mu:,t always be
equally r.h.'pwf_.nbd by the Hpnrtbmu]l and the

philanthropist. ta




. DANGERS OF THE BREEDING SEASON. 191 .

L]
[ ] 2 ey
_‘. = L sy e 2 -
. CHAPTER XL

' Sic vo3 non vabis uh!i,.',ic.xli\ aves ' =VIRGIL.

Injuries inflicted on varioys Birds during the Breeding Season

—Robhery of Eggs—Plover's Egzs—Egas of Terne ani
Gulls—Rlackheaded Gulls—Preserves of those Divds—
Gullery at Seoulton—The Gannet or Solan Cloose—Wild
Geese and Dueks—The Eider Duck—Its Distribution
and Domestie Beonomy—Plunder of the Bz and Down

‘\ —Traffic in the Eggs of Rare Birds—Iujurions Conse-
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Maxy kinds of wadingeand stimming as well
as gallinacgbus birds suffer more during fhe period
of incubation than at any ether season of the
vear. The straightforward sportsman, however
successful and indefatigable he may be, nay even
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the punt-shooter with his swivel gun, w].: bags
his two or three score at o show, and maine and
wounds even more than he bags, destroyt but a . o
tithe of the members of the feathered eveation,
compared with him who plies his trade I.|l]1'il._|.'|g' the
* breeding season in the woods or the swamps, the "
heather or the glen, the seq-girt precipices or the
» rocky islands where so ajpany specics lave to rear
their voung, whose existence is too often prema-
turely nipped in the bud %here the eggs are
sought after as food or for the purposes of traffic
by the neighbouring inhabitants.
As a directeand favourite article of luxury for
the table, perhaps that of the peewit or lapwing fﬂ"
(vanellus cristatus) is the best known in the e
British islands. The moors_of Scotland and
Yorkshire, the bogs of Ireland, the sandy rabbit-
warrens of Norfolk, the fens of Lincolashire and
Cambridgeshire, and most of the maritime swamps
of the kingdom sboynd with these birds in the
menths of April and May, aud indeed there is
scarcely an extensive common in any part of

o England, whigh hes hitherto eseaped the drgining
improvements ok modepn agricultlire, where they
may not be found during the breeding®season, and
where a spring hawvest of plovers’ ¢ges is not
ammually reaped. @ The grand emporium is of
course the Metropofis iself, and the trade is

. .
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carticd on morc briskly in those breeding stations
whigh are modgeately near to, or have a direet
commanication with large towns, than in remoter
districts.  Thus from Romney Marsh alone, two
liandred dozen were ‘sent to Dover in 1839,the
gr.;-nﬁ_'-r portion of which pruhrlbi:,' found their®
way toeLondon, In ghat part of Kent the traffic
i= so profjtable that dogs are regularly trained to
hunt for the egos, a practice which is not confined
to that county. InYhe remoter districts of Wales
and Ireland, however, I have frequently found lap-
wings during the summer, in the enjoyment of
perfeet immunity from man.  Anmong the upland
marshes in the unreclaimed portions of the latter
country, this species as well as the golden plover
and the common snipe, breed in considerable
numbers.  Their grand enemy there appeared to
be the hogded crow, who was always on the watch
ready to ]mun;:e on any nest that might have
Leen momentarily quitted py its luckless owner,
and who frequently tarried ofl' his prize transfixed
on hi% heak, in spite of thg loud cries and warlike
zu.'ri:ti_ manceuvres of whole troops ok peewits, whoe
eagerly combintd in thejr efforts to expel the
coninion eirany. 2

Like most birds of this class, the lapwing lays
but four eggs, which are usuplly deposited in a
slight depression on somd  partially  elevated
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mound or tussock, and lined with dry ::I':l.s.s,
sedge, rushes, or twigs of heather. T"r;' the svay,
the prevalent notion that the eges of the robk are
frequently sold as those of the plover is without
1‘-*1!1:Luw11—--1m1ﬂ\ because they bear no resem-
*blance whatever to each other, and® even the most
unserupulous vendor would Lardly dare to attempt
palpable a hoax on fhe least experienced of
purchasers. That of the peewit is pear-shaped—
as 15 the case with most gr:rt’e’a‘:‘ﬂrf's—that is to say,
it is considerably attenuated at the narrower end.
The ground colour is brownish olive, and the sur-
face is blotched with large and irregular patches
of rusty black. It is moreover half as large again
as the rook’s, which is of an oval form, the ground
tint bluish green, with slate coloured and darker
marks not unlike those on the egg of a blackbird .
—which indeed might almost be couwsidered a
miniature likeness of the rook's. The most fasti-
dious epicure may therefore make his mind casy
on this subject. .

The eggs of the ruft (machefes pugnaz), the red-
sshank (ol cabidris), the golden plover, Jeha- |
- ¥, - -
radrivs pluvialid and pther vermivorous waders;
nay even *those of many species of gulls and terns /
bear a much stromser resemblance %0 the lap-
wing’s, and no dgubt frequently find their way *
into the market undér the denomination of ¢ plo-

. .
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..



. RLACR-HIEADED GULLS. 195

L]
ver's eges;’ but the deception is unimportant:
midst of the fetmer are quite as delicate ; and even
of the latter, when new-laid and havd-boiled, the
flavour is unexceptionable, as 1 can vouch from
personal ¢ \]]';.'I.h nee, having myself taken® the m
for the :\puax purpose of submitting them 1o
this sculinary, test. » 1f gathered when they are
some duys old, or in she least degree stale, I:hc-}!'
have doubtless a certain fishy taste which would
prove {.HE-CIIL',TL'L'.'l]..'I]: to a refined palate.

The black-headed gull (larus ridibundus) still
breeds in immense numbers on some of the
marshy islands which are situated among the
inland lakes of Scotland and the eastern counties
of England. During winter it frequents the flat
shores of the gpast, especially near the mouths
of great rivers, but on the rveturn of spring n-
variablys revigjits its usual inland haunts. In
former days, when the young of these birds, as
well as their egrs, were eonsidered a delicacy, a
preserve of this kind was satd to have produced a
rent of from 50L o S0 year. The latter are
still, highly prized, as would dppenr from an ad
count of the T';"It"{.‘j'}' at Secoulttn, in Norfolk, by
the Rev. R. Lubbock, who says that *f fhe sWampy
island upon which they bréed oeceupies a great
portion of the mere, and the.gulls are indeed in

myriads upon it. ’lh'e “urlhj pm]wutm does
« 2"
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not suller them to be unfairly molested. A por-

tion of the egers is always taken; hd their num-

bers may be judged of from the faet that® an

ge season produccs more than 30,000 eggs,
Five fears back the keeper said they took 4 1,000,
]‘T‘:‘L“' of their abode are zo :_-I".'L':I'I'.I]II‘:' that no one
can walk there to gather eggs, which of ceurse
“tends to the maintenance ofstheir numberss  Now
and then a year of jubilee is g.[rc:n, and no eggs
taken; this was done lately at the instance of the
neighbouring farmers, who justly value the ser-
vices of these birds in the destruction of grubs.”
The wannet (siele bassana) breeds in consider-
able numbers on Ailsa Craig, and on ecertain prrts
of the west and south-west coast of Ireland. On
the Bass vock, at the entrance go the Frith of
Forth, their nests are mercilessly plundered every
year of the young, in a partially, fledzed state,
from the sale of whose dowp and leathers, as well
as of their bodies, the person who rents this iso-
lated cliff reaps a tolerable revenue: he has Ehu:&
the power —and exeraises it— of preventing
Parties of Leith gunners from anchoring upder
the precipice and expending their ammunition on
the old ones; but when we recolleet” that  the
gannet hatches but tme egg, that eath pair of
adults has therelore but a single young one,
and that great numbers Bf immature birds are

- Ll
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taken [rom this spot every yeor, and even find
tiir way inte the Edinburgh market, where they
are “said to be highly prized by certain epicures
of modern Athens—while at the same time the
tegant can aflord to pay a high rent for his® ]wln-
lege—it is obvious that ﬂu. casualties to which
this ¥pecies is linble at other seasons of the year
must be wmpamlndv trifling, or that the I'I-'lLLIldT
laws which govern its general increase and dimi-
mution must be very different [rom those which
influence the various families of the gallinaceous
order.

The egos of the guillemot ™ (wria troile) and
razorbill (mlea forda) constitute an important
article of traffic on various parts of the Dritish
coast, where thg lofty preeipices, on the narrow
ledges of which these birds deposit their eggs, are
constantly explored during the month of May anl
the early part of Juyge by adventurous cragsmen
who have becn umu,d {rom their boyhood to
this dangerous art,  Mr. Waterton, in the first
series of his ‘Eesays an Natural IHistory,” has
ghven a4 g 1plm description®of such a scene, In
which he was himself w prindipal actor, on the
cliffs whyteh extend from Flamborouizh Head
far as the*bay of Filey on the Yorkshire coast.

Many members of the graat family of anatide
(ducks, geese and switis) which used to frequent



[ 5S GAME BIRDS AND WILD FOWL.

L]
the British shores—especially the remoter parts

of Scotland—during the season &f incubation,
have now become exceedingly scarce at that
period of the year even in localities apparently
well mlapted to their habits. The high value gt-
tuched to the egas of the raver species, as cabinet
specimens, has mainly contributed tp this result,
Yor the vast quantities that sippear in the London
markets during the winter months—which are
mainly supplied from the de:-u:rs of Holland,
or from the now declining establishments of a
similar kind in our own country—have nearly all
passed the precelling summer in the boundless
morasses of Scandinavia or of eastern Europe.
But perhaps of all birds that have been doomed
to contribute to the comforts or lyxuries of man,
without at the same time paying the penalty of
death, the eider duck (somateria mollissimn) is the
most remarkable, and its history the most interest-
ing. The cider is®to the native of Slietland and
to some of the remoter islands farther novth, u;lmt
the reindeer is to the Laplander, and the seal to
the Greenland dishérman, supplying him at gnee
with food and raiient. JIt has been found in the
highest latitudes yet discovered by man;_both in
Europe and Ameries, and is abundant on the
coast of Greenland, and on certain islands on
the western shores of” Nosway, where the birds
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and their nests are strietly preserved.  The state
of'g Maitic wowdd appear to be its most zouthern
limit in Ameriea during the breeding season, and
the Fern Islands in Great Dritain—in the latter
situation however its numbers have sadly de-
creased—bute it must be regarded as only a rare
and gecidental winter visitor to other parts ol
England. It is bn:iruiar enough that in all these
countries, although so remote from each other,
the value of the®lown as an article of clothing
and commeree, and of the eges as food, should be
equally well known to the natives. The eider
belongs to the marine division ef the anafide, in
which section we find a form more adapted for
diving than for rapid flight or terrestrial progres-
sion. The legs are larger than in the true ducks,
and placed Mthm back, the webs are wider, the
toes logger, and the hind one fupnished with a
lobe; and the keel of the sternum, or breast-
bone, is comparatively of, but little depth ; while
the [ood econsists*of slugs, insects, and molluse:,
andl is not of a vegetable nature, like that of the
teal, wigeon and mallard.  « -
The male vider is n'hundsmnc bird, nearly as
large as w goose, his colours black and white, with
a ];J.l"".:',‘{.‘* patch ef light peg green on the upper
portion of each side of his neck: the female is
somewhat smaller and clad in more homely attire,
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her plumage presenting a quaker-like mixture of

different shades of brown and gney. Her ngst,
which is usually in an exposed situation, is com-
posed of coarse marine grass, seaweed, or bent,
and 45 invariably lined with a considerable quan-
Ity of fine elastic down, which she plucks from
her breast,’and in which the gggs, four and jome-
times five in number, arg more than lplf con-
cealed. It is even said that she will persevere in
this operation and continue to Tay afier both ezzs
and down have been removed, and that when her
bosom has been at last quite denuded, her faithful
partner will contribute to the stock by drawing
largely on the vesources of his own warn waist-

coat, as long as a single ege remains in the nest.

Like every other rare and important article of

commerce, it is apt to be adulterated, and is fre-
quently mixed with that of gulls, puflins, and
divers, by which its value s gl‘uutl;’ deteriorated,
but the genuine eitler—flown is so fine and almost
impalpable, until pressed togetlter, that, according
to Pennant, a quantity syflicienf to fll a hygt Will
weigh no more, than three quarters of an ounce,
and another autlwority (Wilson) states that al-
though thrée pounds weight may be conpressed
into the size of a mans fist, yet sech are its clastic
powers, that when shaken out it will expand

as to fill a quilt five fec squarc.

- . ']
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J..l[]lt.lill_{l'l so wary and diffieult of approach
when oceasioftally met with in the winter by the
wildlfowl shooter, yet the tameness of the eider
during incubation iz so great that it will fre-
quently suffer itsell to be lifted, off the nest, and
in certain parts of Greenland, bpllxhtl“‘m. and
Ieelmd, these are s erowded tugti.h{!l that it is
difficulw for the intruder to avoid crushing thei®
contents under his feet. The birds however
would appear to .hv eomseions of their value to
man : indeed in certain situations they have been
known to select the ruins of old buildings as the
site of their domiciles; and although in all those
parts of the temperate and frigid zones where
they are established during the breeding season,
systematic plunger 1s earricd on every day, yet
they appear to be under no apprehension for their
personaksafety. . The fable of the goose that laid
the golden eggs would indeed be realized if the
hird itself were to be killed; but the natives ar
wiser in their guun'uliun than the clown in Alsop;
for iteis a singudar facs that the down on the
bregst of a dead cider almost instantly loses ift
clasticity and value. . &

But tht traffic in eggs, as an article of food, is
after all Hmited® to compafatively few kinds of
birds. ‘The high price which.is given by amateur

¥ - L]
colleetors has tended f2e more to reduce the numn-

L o L]
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ber of some of the rarest; the anxiety to obtain
stich euriosities, and the loeal tempthtions to pmo-
cure them at all hazarvds, being of course in®the
sine ratio as the scarcity of the species.

Besides the acfive trade carried on in this line
hf purvevors from France and Holfand ; even in
Drkney and Shetland, and the rewote pares of
Beotland, the value of the args of the zolden and
of the sea eagle are so well known to shepherds
and keepers that there is m';ry probability of
these noble binds—especially the former, whose
eyrie is generally on inland eliffs—being more
effectually extirpited from this cause than from
any other. Although a recent specimen of ¢ the
Lking of the birds" would always prove a welcome
acquisition to a museum, yet igngrance of the art
of taxidermy in these distant places, the diffi-
culty of preserving the body yntpinted in the
flesh until & moment of lgisure, the probability
of its being too niuchs lacerated by a successful
shot to admit of even a rude process being carried
into effect, and the change of it falling over the
diffs and being irrbtrievably lost; all combing to
render these worthies legs anxious to destroy the
birds themdelves than to obtain their egfgs, which
are casily blown, are* comparatively pertable, and
have lately become. in such request that they

- L * Y
feteh, on the spot, from a pound to thirty shillings

- 2 Ll
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cach; ipdeed 1 have known a larger sum given for
asery ambigflous looking specimen in England,
*warranted from the golden ecagle,’ but which to
an experienced eye had an unmistakeable look of
haying me.mrl from a Norfolk, turkey-yaril.

The pereg arine falcon, the osprey, the kite, the
black-throated diver, and many ntheta come llﬂilt!
the same category; eheir eggs are sought after
with the grv:t::::sl:il'-'i:ll'tg.', and the price asked and
frequently given for them would be almost inere-
dible if it were not well authenticated.

To a similar cause probably, as well as to its
lurge size and the exposed situation of its nest,
the bustard owes its now almost total extinetion
in England. In Norfolk, which was, or is, its last
stronghold, the ggg has for many years been worth
a guinea to him who was fortunate enough to find
it. As*a nafural consequence of this state of
things a set of itinerapt charlatans have for some
time, and too frequently® with suceess, driven u
thriving business I':r_'}.r selling counterleit specimens
of this and of alnmost every other valuable H[H‘E"H
of geo. F]w deception is !rf.*:fnt‘ntfj 50 P{'IILLL
as to take in many an honest ealer 1.1.]m hereto-
fore flatgred himself that he was ¢ 1:1‘.: to” all the
f tricks of the ll':Ide,’ and who wounld himself have
scorned to foist them in ml..'!.ii upen his own cus-

tomers. The great stmilarity which the eggs of
. & Ll -
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many congenerous birds bear to each other, espe-
cially in the wading and swimming®divisions, imd
at the same time the remarkable variety in” the
superficial markings which even those taken from
the sime nest fgequently present, has suggesged
'u;u :«imlﬂc‘ and easy mode of deception. Thus,
for example, an egg of thesgreat.black-bicked
-:::'lIH (larus marinus), differmg perhaps slizhtly in
eolour from the more usual type, will be labelled
¢ Glaucous Gull'in the travelling boxes of these
crafty pedlars; that of the common tern, ¢ Gull-
billed tern,” or * Roseate tern; ' a snipe’s eggof
unusual dimensions will figure as belonging to
the * Great, or Solitary Snipe,’ while a diminu-
tive example of that of the landrail will be in-
seribed ¢ Spotted Crake,’ or * Bailjon's Crake,” &e.

But the art is carried to a still higher piteh of
refinement.  Whe exterior coat of, many of the
commoner eggs—among whiich those of the goose
and turkey play a comspicnous part—is first re-
moved by some chemical pmcr:ss. The new sHr-
face is then stained of are appropriate grouns tint,
#hd an elaborfte ahd cunningly tlE"u'[-‘Z—l.‘l! tracgry,
exactly resembling the blotches and ramifications
on the t';:;_;'“']lit*h it 15 intended to vepyesent, is
painted upon it, in %ome adhedive bady colour,
which when complete, and coming {rom the hands
ol a*finished professor, Wwoutd not anly pass muster

] A -
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L
in the epbinets of the generality of amateurs, but
m#eht deceive®even the most learned of our scien-
tific"oologists.

It would appear that feathered game, and in-
degd gallinaceous birds of all kinds, ave exlm-r:d to
more formidible foes than the members of any
other order i thiseclass of animated hmngs, and
require=legal protection and care in a greater or
less degree, not mnmlj to ensure their increase,
bt even to Prwmt their extinetion.® Oecupy-
ing the same station (rasores) among birds, as do
cattle (ruminantia) mmong quadrupeds, their con-
siderable size and comparatively'defenceless struc-
ture render them an aceeptable feast and an casy
prey to their numerous enemies.

The nests of ghe red grouse and indeed even
of the ptarmigan, suffer from the attacks of «
fentherel plupderer, whose depreflations on the
heaths and mountaing, it must be confessed, far
exceed those of any other. 'his is the hooded
crow  (coreus r-w'.r‘n'.r‘j, When we recollect the
naturs of the cowntry that these birds [requent,
theip immmmi numbers, the* facidity with whidh

# Thiz Mas onee eecurred with the mpcrmilﬂu: in Seotlarl,
where it was,strictlysindigenous ; gnd who ean doubt that the
plicasamt—an exotie—would eventunlly share the sxme fate i
England, if the game Iaws, deficient tnd unsatisfietory ns they

arey were to be repealed, - ®
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the nests of moor-game can be detected by even

a less cunning and quick-sighted {®rager—to sy
nothing of their own domestic establishnients
being often in the immediate vicinity, with a

hungry family erying for food—it is only marvel-
101]\- !IU“ ﬂ”’." gl‘ﬂuhﬁ' LUI'I.LH]'.]C$ t-U ..\-l""lrl"-ﬂ o1
tertain unpreserved maritime tracts of Scosland
And Ireland. Compared wish this crow, the eagle,
the buzzard, even the peregrim:: falcon herself are
almost innecent and at least honourable enemies ;
nay even the fox is harmless when measured by
the same standard. 1 speak from experience.
After an absence 'of several years 1 found myself,
during the autumn of 1848, among some of the
wildest mountains of Mayo. There first in carly
boyhood [ loved to gaze at the eagle as he
soared among the clouds, or peeped with thrilling
interest over *he stupendous precipices speopled
with myriads of water-birds, whose discordant
cries mingled with the roar of the Atlantic.
There first T learned to climb’the heathery hill,
to point the gun, or mazk dowa the dusky ]_.J.icL
uhder the guidancd of my Hlﬂhimld preceptor,
and enjoyed many%h day’s orouse shuulm"—m sy
nothing of hares and woodcocks—that If]}ght not
have disgraced Calcdonia herstlf.  Well, the
eagle was still thera; so was my old friend the
peregrine ; their ancient eysies were still occupied
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u-it]:ur by the same birds or their descendants, and
uu.ri\'ul‘ stronghold had been established on the
cliff#; even the fox had not materially inereased
—as 1 learned from the best anthority, the wives
of :Eu poor squatters who were quarter ed on the
outskirts of this wild region, and whose whéle
wealth consistgd of their pig and their” poultry—°
but the, grouse were gadly reduced ; in fact they®
had almost disappeared, and in their place vast’
numbers of the hooded crow were scattered over
the face of the country. Not a turf-stack or pro-
jecting rock but was occupied by groups of these
banditti-looking birds, not a cloll or tussock even
partially elevated above the heath but one of
them was perched on the summit; vigilant, wiry,
and shy, as if ever on the watch to escape the
punishment due to his misdeeds. With his nest
securelyslodged on the inaccessibleshelves of the
precipices, he laughs at open warfare, and it is
only by stratagem that man ¢in be a match for
him. In former tines you might have traversed
these prountains fgr an Dntil‘u day without seeing
a dozen * scaul crows; ' the fraps artfully set if
the mock nestbf a grousg and Hited with the egg
of a E._,u'[I Hr any other bird, was an ifallible de-
vice; or the shell, emptieds of its contents, and
filled with melted fat and npux vomica was too’
strong a temptation te be’ resisted, and thus the
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numbers of this prolific and really t'nl-n.hn.':ul.h
crow—for he oceasionally varies ]m,»:pmt by dig-
ging out the eyes of young lambs— were® kept
within due limits.®

In-many parts, of Scotland and the novth of Lntf—
lid, the blackcock and the partridoe also suffer
*from his Wepredations, but,in the centrad and

*southern portions of the igand, he is fortunately

only a winter visitor, although in an open country
where extensive downs and flaf table-land prevail,
with wide fields and stone fences, the partridge cer-
tainly finds a dangerous neighbour in the magpie,
to whose malpractices such districts are peculiarly
favourable; nevertheless, his avch-enemy is the
human poacher, and there jis no period through-
out the whole year when so mugh injury is done
to this bird and to the pheasant as during the
carly laying season. Keepers are Jwonteto attri-
bute all robheries of this kind to what they call
" vermin,’ winged 8 faur-footed, and accordingly
wage an implacable war agaifst every bird mnl

o ¥ Mr. 81 John, |-1 his 1 F ield’ Notes and Tour i in Buthe rlamd,!
savs that even :Tu u:[rru' during nidifies ationgis cloacly wieeliod
h'. the hooded crows atud the west Trequently lnlluuh ved it
abizence of ti: fumale; and he remarks, with Yrue sports-
manlike feeling, & The hogiled crow is sl onily Mrd ngRinE
whom I waze eonstant g mnpitying wirfare, 1 liave so often
detected them destroving my most fovourite birds and their
ezzs that Ihave no pity an thems?

- L -
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qlm:[rupud which is not included in the game-
liste It canmas be denied that the ruilty sufler
ot tlfese occasions as well as the innocent, and
where the intention of the proprictor is to raise
an lll.'l"..ltltl.ln_} large head of phmb.mla, the' de-
struction of magpies and carrion crows, as well
as ofestoats apd weasels, will tend to promote

that objget: but therg are one or two points al"

importance which seem to have escaped the atten-
tion of these gentlemen and their myrmidons,
in the neglect of which they  strain at the gnat
and swallow the camel.” In the first place, while
it is freely admitted that a predflection for new-
laid eggs—the natural food at this season of some
animals which have bgen placed by Providence
as a check upon tite excessive increase of others—
will cause many an overt act of petty larceny on
the parteof certain feathered bipeds, yet it is
to man himsell’ that ”LE most serious and whole-
sale depredations, at this time ol the year, are to
be attributed. Ofall the varieties ol the genus
poac'l.te;—aml thayr name is legion—the cgg-
ntcalr:l is at onee the meanest s well as the most®
mlwluemm antl difficult, to defect. Without a
spark of"ﬂlc mere brute courage that animates
the night-shooter!? or the skill, and talent for
evading discovery, which charpeterize the sue-
cessful wirer or trappery he *possesses not a single

- L] .
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redeeming quality, and can have no elaim what-

ever on the sympathies of even the most teneer-
hearted philanthropist. That his trade is & pro-
fitable one there ean be no doubt : the high price
askel and given for pheasants’ eggs by London
dealers and lhcn customers, is suffidient testimony
*on this point. The modern rage, for the datiue

* has mainly contributed Jo the success of this

degrading traffic. The comparative facility with
which a head of pheasants “may be *got up’
now-a-days in some suburban grove, by having
the eggs hatched under barn-door hens, and the
chicks reared in®a state of partial domestication,
long after they are able to fly, has induced many
a worthy citizen, who would blush at the idea of
being the second-hand receiver of stolen goods, to
give an indirect encouragement to this ‘branch of
crime.  Thespheasant is by no means dastidious
about his quarters so long as his daily rations
are liberally supflied.: he will make himself as
much at home in a close sfrublery of laurels
and lilacs as in the wildest holf. It signifies not
shat the plantation be of small extent, or Jeven
destitute of groutd covgr or brushwood ; he i is the
most acedmmodating bird in all T,’Iu:::-‘l,Il matters,
and modern invention has supplied a cheap and
simple substitute. , So long as the place is fenced
and undisturbed, the rest is casy. A few wag-

L
5
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o 'ln:t{ls of fagerots, deposited here and there
in she Eu‘l:sv,.-ﬂl'['urﬂ a ready shelter for the
more *timid birds, who betake themselves at once
to this retreat at the first alarm from the ap-
plmchmﬂ beaters, while a l‘tl"'fﬂ heap at-the
Flulhr,bt cornef serves as a temporary asylum to
the main body, and,furnishes a grand finale to °
the host and his gunney guests, who thus acquire o
a better appetite for their turtle and turbot in
the afternoon, thar a knowledge of fair play or
real British sport in the morning.

But to return. It cannot be denied that dur-
ing the laying season game-birds Yequire at least

_as much attention as is paid to them at other

times of the year; and it would not be difficult
to show that an 'i‘m:l‘cztsccl ghare of activity and
vigilance s then necessary on the part of their
protectors. It is true that Nature, ever kind,
has clothed the hen  pheasant in a homely
garb, which in many an sinsfance enables her
to clude observatlon, and thus renders her
better service than a coal of mail under similar
circumstances; but the practseds thiel has no®
oceasion fo seareh for phegsants’ hests.  The eggs
are 'IJL!.I:lll.f deposited iy rank grass on’ the sides
of hedges and ditches, in nanow plantations, or in
meadows, clover, or comn-ficlds ; and very rarely
in the heart of great woods or covers, to which
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localities the keeper is generally too apt T.O-Lun-
fine his attention. When suddenly  distumbed,
the hen will sometimes rise at onee, as she Would
if leaving the nest voluntarily in search of food,
ands thus expose her treasure to the eyes of any
andering clown who may have Tnnntmmumllj
* stumbled’on the spot; but. more, frequemtly she
* has recourse to artifice, and on the approach of
danger guietly slips off her eggs, and runs with a
noiscless pace for a considerable distance before
she takes wing. On returning to the nest, how-
ever, she adopts a different manceuvre, and if
her only enemits were of that class usually de-
nominated vermin, it would almost invariably be
attended with success. She continues on the
wing until she arrives immediately over the nest,
and then drops at once upon it, thus leaving no
beaten track through the long grass shy which
the indefatigable stoat or, the prowling cat could
find a ready clue®to her citadel, or which would
at once cateh the eye of the® cunning magpie or
the hungry erow while sailing over the ﬁg|{l ol i
*foraging expeditisn. With the poacher, Jow-
ever, the case is fifferent. e ha% only to seerete
himself whder a tree or, ik may be, to :!'i:. leisurely
on a neighbouring ssile, immedtitely after feeding
time in the early,morning or in the afternoon,
and wateh the femald bind as she returns to the

- L] (]
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ﬁc-hi: in the vicinity of the preserves. He fixes
his gve on her,es she comes skimmning over the
. hedgetand marks the exact spot where she drops
among the weeds, grass, or clover. 1f this shonld

lappen not to be in the middle of the field,and
Ll

-

—

if anxious fto *secure his prize immediately, He
walks gound wjth agparent unconcern—keeping
close to the hedge all the time, and never once
taking his eyes from the spot—until he arrives
at the point neafest to the nest, and then
stepping up quickly, bags the eggs "as expe-
ditiously as possible: but should he think that
8 his tacties have been observed ot his intentions
L ! suspected, he coolly ‘takes an observation® by
means of trees, or any other prominent ohjects,
I and aceurately marking their relative bearing to
the situation of the mest, he is then at leisure
1 either toswatch for a fresh arrivalain the same
quarter, or to pursue his avocation in a different
direction until the shades of #vening enable him
to complete his work in security.

Afaipst such wholesale depredations nothing
can effectually contend but a shrewd and intellie
gcnt'kt'cpur, afded by honest and vigilant assist-
ants; yet it is at this sgason that most*preservers
are in the dabit of dismissing many experienced

=
-

e, - =i ]
o

L persons, who have been in eqnstant employment
i as watchers during the :utummal and winter
. (e
b .
[ ¥ . L
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L] - Ll



<214 GAME DIEDS AND WILD FOWL.

"
mull.th, when their services were ::-mn]'l.u.m.u I} of ]
livle value.  Considerable expemse is fre (uently
incurred, and much pains taken, in endeav buring
to deteet the night-shooter whe confines his at- y
tention to the birds themselves, and who, even ]1, s
®ith every chance in his favour, &m only secure B
his plunddr in detail—and mpny acgidental sireum-
stances may lead to his discovery and pynishment
—while great facilities are blindly afforded to the i
sneaking misereant who plies his trade during the I
scason of incubation, and carries off’ with pro-
voking impunity a future family of pheasants or
partridges in the bottom of his pocket or in the
crown of his hat. ¥

Again, to say nothing of his senseless and ./

cold-blooded persecution of many innocent birds

at this time of year—such as the woodpecker, the

cuckoo, and ghe nightjar—the keeper is too apt !
to rely on his gun 'I|DI'|L for the destruction of .L
those which are the mitur:ﬂ enemies of game, as f
well as of others whose deprédations in that way |
are but partial, but whose chpracter may, never-
stheless have Lgenscompromised by an oceasional
peceadillo. ﬂ\ceunling‘]}a, the fbw Hn"-l}iu:e is

seldom omt of his hands during the 'hrccdmg ,’ 1

season. Instead of showing himself on the out- ‘_,f'
skirts of hiz beat at irregular periods and when
least expeeted, after® having visited his traps in
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the efrly grey of the morning, he spends the
greatgr part of the day in the covers and planta-
tions, Blazing away at the unfortunate squirrels
_as in all the energy of early May, and little
anticipating their fate, they hound joyously from

- &
spray to spray among the spreadifg branches ol

the oalj—or cunningly imitating the call-note of .
the merry jay—an accomplishment, by the way, ,

: a7 : :
on which the young aspirant especially prides
himself, and to the asquisition of which he devotes

|

numbers of this social bird to his plage of conceal-

a considerable portion of his time—he attracts

ment and shoots them without remorse; thus at
once assisting in the extermination of a beautiful
and now rapidly diminishing species, alarming the
game and driving it cither into a neighbouring
preserve, or still Worse, perhaps to an adjeining
waste land,or common—the territory of the gypsy
and the tramper—and proclaiming his own where-
abouts to the surrounfling papulation of evil-
doers. .

I Bave no wish to enter on an indiscriminate,
def'mm:-'ul' all my i':.-l.llmrc,-:l ['u'rnuri}us, or to shut,
my efes wilfully to the misdeeds of the carrion
crow, or the magpie. Tl v predilection for eggs
is undeniables it is stroffzly ipplanted in them by
nature, and amply do they suffer for the indul-
gence of this inherent pmpen'sily: but I firmly
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believe that one “unplumed biped ** of a fm'nchmu
possessing o moderate shave ol expefieney, and
in the unrestricted exercise of his callimg, will
purloin a greater number of pheasants’ eggs from
& preserve imoa couple of days than all the un-
Sutppy members of the genus covvus which the
keeper may shoot during an entire summer, In-
o deed, a E';||1L'Liiiu'i1}' with ﬁr{-arnfs, exeept as re-
gards the art of cil.-nnﬁlg his master’s gun, is
perhaps the very last acomplishment that o
gamekeeper need possess. The trap is the pe-
culiar implement of his calling. An acquaintance
with the natuge and habits of those animals that
are really detrimental to the objects of his care—
and for which he possesses so many facilities—will
enable him to adopt the most direct and elfeerual
modes of capturing them. % will discover—{for
the truth must be told—that the absjraction of
eggs from that pheasant’s nest,"so snugly, and,
as he fondly iglagined® so securely concealed
under a thick canopy of fean, and fenced with
impenetrable briars, was not the work of thé poor
jay, or even of 1!1:,- vﬁgmnt ‘t_-n.nr, or l]::: roving
.nmgpiu, but “of, the hypoeriticad hedgehof, the
most insgtiable of all %ovivorous Dritish quadru-
peds — whatever Lis weN-meaping g1l amiable

* & daimial bipes ifpdieae,"—Plato’s definition T,
.

-
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defenders may say to the contrary. He will

that tlee mothep-bird, during the process ol incu-
Lation, is secure {rom the attacks of the smaller
faleonide. ‘The popular ervors of his eraft and
the fhbles of loval tradition will bé gradually exe
posed Jo him as he prosecutes his inquiries and
learns to judge Tor himself. He will read in the »
book of Nature, and 1.-.|Lhuut having recourse to

the pages of Aristotle, that the cockoo is never

metamorphosed into a hawk; that the barn-owl

‘ learn, that® hawks do not meddle with ezges, and

never trespasses on his territory, and is besides

the most efficient of mousers ; that the services

- of even the wood-owl amply atone for his occa-

I \ sional misdemeanours, and that the sparrowhawk
and kestrel are birds of widely different habits,

and deserving of Very opposite treatment at his

hands: he will learn to distinguish the guilty

from the innocent; to punish the former and to

F

spare the latter; and insteagl ofbeing a noisy and

blundering persecutar of many harmless and even

useful "mlmuh lie mll become a valuable servant

-.
to his uupiu}m, ;md a I"‘ltl{:]lll member of thes
community. . .
; L ’ 5
. \ . /
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- "CHAPTER XII.»
.
“'Thése femceless felids the sons of weealth divide,
Awil e'en the bare worn cemumon i denicd,”” =
GoLpssiri.

The Capereaillic — Charseteristic ﬁnhjts-—N.-nure of the
Country suited to it—Unsuecessful Attempts to Natu-
ralize it in Englond—Restoration of the Capereaillie to
Seotland — Myde of Management nnd Propagation —
Present Condition of Capereaillic at Taymouth —The
Black: Gronse—Ttz introduction inmo Treland desirablo— S
Natural facilitics for its establishment there—Obstacles y _—‘
to its Tnercase in England—Plen vecommended— Diffi-
euliies to be sirmounicd—Unity of Interest and Mutual
Advontage,

] - L
Tue noble capercaillie, or cock of the wood

(tetran wrogallus),saftep having disappeared from

the Scottish forests about skxty years ago, has

now been restored through the spirited exertmns

-
of a few large lawded proprietors, among whom i

Lord Breadalbame -:hmh precmintmt, ¥

The suecessful establighment of the *pheasant 4/
in England, though g nati%e of «the distant shores '.
of the Caspinn sea and even of the yet more * ‘

remote regions of Cathay, might appear to en-

-
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t'm::'ngc the hope that a similar attempt would,
ungder r.*:‘t't-‘lin.'l'vxtl'iq.'liml:s, prove equally so with
the freat game bird of the North. But the
wild and roving habits of the capereaillic are
less favourable to naturalization in the ]L‘Igll}_!.'
cultivated distriets of England than those of the
comparatively docila Colchican, The ['-El[:{"['(.'[li“il:.
15 essendinlly @ forester. He shuns the npen‘
plain, and scorns such o limited range as could
be provided by :ul;nrr.iﬁcinl plantations for which
the heaths and commons of the southern parts of
England might be adapted, while in the pine-
woods, and extensive tracts of the Highland
forests he can yet find space to roam compa-
ratively at large. Even the cragey mountains
of North Wales would not appear to offer him
a favourable resting place, for though their wild
grandeursand lofty peaks would seem to have
tempted the ptarmigan—so peculiarly a moun-
taineer in his habits — yet Yrom some cause,
as yet imperfectly® understood, this member of
the .grqum family geems o have abandoned the
Welsh hills; and even their loftiest eminences!
te of® trees, would fail

heiné so bleak “and desti
Lo :ttlru.c.f the caper
numerous wide-spreading  plantations  of larch
and fir have of late years been formed on the

hill sides, in some of she lirger estates of Cacr-
., 0,2 -

illic. Nevertheless, as
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narvoushire, Merionethshire, &e,, it 18 not
perhaps too much to hope that*they may she
tenanted in some future day by the pigantic
Norwegian.

Some English propricters have indeed jat-
t-:::npt-;-d L_lm introduction of the “cock of the
"wood — but incfleetually, « S0 many cimcum-
Stances must combine to cenduct the experiment
to a happy issue, that the -i'I]J:-'i{:il'L'U or failure of
any of these conditions has in several cases led
to disappointment of the most sanguine expeeta-
tions. One of the most essential requisites how-
ever, and that which is absol utely the ©sine qua
ni,' is o vast range of pine forest: a moderate,
or even a wide, extent of moor and heath, though
intewspersed with large plantatigns, is insuflicient
for the bold range of the capercaillic. He is not
to be restraited within ordinary poundnries, but
soon wanders beyond the circuit of any limited
protection ; when® hiss large size, comparatively
defenceless habits, and tempting singularity of
appearance, expose him to many casualtigs,® and
L] -

Drumnond, *M.P, of Albory Wark, Survey, turaed down six
capereaillic, three coeks and throWhens,  One colk was killed
by s fux the emwe wight that he was tarped down, and two
btz were shot i the acighbourhowd by mistake o5 unknown
irds." L

-
* A friend iuformdz me t'Ii‘":. IHE, or in 1543, Mr.
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thus it, has but two often happened that the
crmleavours toestablish this species, .l}' the intro-
duction of a few birds of both sexes into a ¢ir-
cumseribed territory, have been, by some unlucky
digaster, erushed in the outset. -
Through the kindness of a relative of Lord
Bremlalbane, oI amscnabled to add a few p.'u'ti:_'u-'
lars conmected with the present state and conditiofl
of the E‘ﬂ]?li.‘l‘!’.‘:ti"i'c. at Taymouth (July 1850),
furnished by the intelligent head keeper, M.
Guthrie, to whose judicious management their
establishment and preservation are in a great
measure to be attributed.  Awple details of the
most approved method of keeping the birds in
a state of confinement and of reaving the chicks
—nearly similar, to that pursued by Mr. Guthrie
—are given in Mr. Yavrell's © History of British
Birds'; Hut Mr. Guthrie found thae the treatment
of the chicks, after the eggs had been hatched
ander domestic hens, wae atlended with much
more difficulty thin in the case of the pheasant.
Expegence showed hing that it was necessary
to move the coops to differerft pacts of the foreft
according to the state of the®weather; placing
them, ::|_1' a sunny dyh, under the “shadow of
trees_or smong*tall " grass sor [ern; but during
damp or wet weather removing them to dry, bare,
or sandy spots. Whik: trhusporting them from
.
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one place to another he put the 1-l1ii-h.-. into

a small woollen bag, and the her®-into a basket

covered with a cloth to keep her in the dirk.”

When a fortmight or three weeks had elapsed
he dil not t]mlk it necessary to move the coqps.
HE rems I.I.]\.'\ ¢ After a time [ gave the young
birds very *little food out ob hand, exceptswild
®erries, and as soon as I gos them to fecd on the
larch branches, I considered them safe. The
Scotch fir is rather hard for their bills when
young.”

In 1538 and 1839, Lord Breadalbane received
from Norway filfy-four adult eapercaillic: about
two-thirds of which were females. Some of them
were liberated in the forest, and others kept ina
large-aviary for the purpose of procuring the eggs.
The plan of placing these in the nests of grey
hens, subseqmently pursued by, Mr. Guthrie,
proved eminently successful. The birds have

- = -
steadily increased of lage years, and now “ all the

old woods about Taymouth *Castle are full of

capercaillie, such as Dyummowd Hill, Kenmore
Mill, Croftmorraig® Hill, &e. Several migrite
every season dowh to Strath Tay, Blair Athol,
Dunkeld afid the woodsNbout L'l'[r[i';"'-ﬁu that
the truly noble enterprise orighnally undertaken
by Lord Breadalbane has been crowned with per-

fect success, and the kingsof the game birds may
g 2

. .
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nm:' be said to be restored to his hereditary do-
migions. ..

The black grouse or black game (lefrao felriz)
is firmly established in Scotland and the north of
Enycland. It belongs to the IEﬁlLiLlul genus
tetrao, of which this and the mpr-rm]]ha. '11L-'E]1L
onlys two reppesentatives in the British islands ]
the reds grouse and ghe ptarmigan liaving beeft
placed in a wlﬂruc genus (lagopus *) from the
peculiar nature of the foot, which is entirely
covered with short thick plumage.

In many respeets the black cock would appear
to occupy a station intermediate® between the red
grouse and the pheasant. Like the former it is par-
tial to the heather and the moors, but prefers the
lower valleys and the neighbourhood of water antl
wood to the higher brows of the mountains; and
although the_tarsi are covered anteriorly and on
the sides with slmrt_feulhurs, yet the toes are
naked, and the external anarfins of each ave fur-
nished with a sches of short, comb-like tecth,
directed outwards, whilg the soles are remarkably
soft and clastic—a peculiar ebnfoemation which®is
still more distinetly developed tn the capercaillie,
anil 1.'.|u{.'l1 is ;ilillﬁ![‘;lh]{ﬂfiﬂl}b{,ll for Enabling him
to prese ru a fitn luutm:’ en the slippecy boughs

# From hayos har®, and mois a foot,
-

L P .
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ol the fiv trees, during the severe storms and pro-

tracted frosts of a Scandinavian winter, .
Again, unlike the red grouse, the black cobk is
polygamous, as the pheasant is, and, in common
with=ull birds that evinee similar Mahomedan pro-
péfsities, the adult male is I irger thin the female,

‘and clothtd with a shining metgllic plumage,

while the latter is attived in a homely suit of

brown and grey, rendered nevertheless exceed-
ingly pleasing to the eye by the beautiful arrange-
ment of its tints and their oceasional admixture
with transverse bars of black and white.

Extensive modrs and swamps, with glens of
birch or covers of spruce or Scotch fir, are his
favourite haunts, while the hardy nature of the
bird, and his shy and wary habits during the
winter and spring months, have tended to prolong
his  existence dn many counties where even for
ages he has been but thinly Ell‘\!’l:l'JlI.n{.tl

[t is to he hop&d that '.'.!mtl better days dawn
upon the landed interest in * Ireland, the _m—
troduetion of the black grouse,will not by for-
getten, and thet the trial will be made upan
@ larger scale, mml upon a bettch system  than
has yet Leen .|1lu.mpul:[\ A few c-uf-;ttiu'ising
sportsmen have indecsl ucc?ﬂlnu:fﬂy edeavoured
to lead the way in this undertaking, but their
isolated efforts have lfthewto proved unsuecess-
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, ful : and yet how great are the natural facilities

fot the establishment of black game in that coun-

try! Vast tracts of heather-clad, boggy moun-

tains require nothing but plantations of bireh,

hael, willows or alder among their lower 'TEL;h

to render tln-m everything that could, be desired

in a'hatural point of view, yet at this moment not

an individual of the $pecics, 1 believe, exists in a
wild state throughput the entive island.

I There have been many and more suceessful

f attempts there of late years to encourage the

pheasant, as a park or shrubbery oflers a field

' sufficiently large for the :..\pmn:mnt on a small

X scale, whereas with black game a tract of moun-

| ' tain, bog, or moor in combination with wood, is

necessary.  Yetsthe former is, strietly speaking,

an exotic, and a wet climate is peculiarly unsuited

to him.” The latter on the contrary requires a

4 swampy soil, and a sulflicient extent of guick

srowing cover might be® casily raised for him

amang the mountain valleys, while large woods or

p " forest# of timber %recs ave more necessary for tlm

persnanent estgblishment of the 11ﬁe.1mmt. '\fnml,

the blagk grouse would goon possess that invalu-

able charm of x-.Iml, the [}]i{;l‘-ﬂ]ﬂ. r:uuld never

boust, that of hrmrr strictly® fera maturd”in those

wild and thinly inhabited regions—a mect com-

panion for the moor folwl and the woodgock—and
L}
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how many eauses, social and political as avell as
natural, must tend to retard the inerease of the
pheasant in that country ! Besides the dampness
of the climate and the seaveity of timber, the great
.-z!m'.t[u of population in the cultivgted districts,
md the general disre rard of all legal restrictions,
are far more serious obstacles ! and although Yrom
its very rarity it is well suit®d as an ormatent to
the park or pleasure grounds pf a nobleman or
country gentleman, and may even serve, as a last
resource, to relieve the dulness of *a blank day,’
yet as an old woodeock and snipe shooter, I,
for one, should be sorry to see it oceupying too
large @ share of the attention of the Irish sports-
IO,

On some of the well-wooded and extensive
estates in ‘Wales, Scotland, and the north-east of
England, the pheasant has certainly beed on the
increase of late years; amd among the birchen
glens and moors, affdrds, together with black
game, a delightful combination of sport which.the
southern shooter must generally sigh for in vain.
It is true that® IILILL Erouse are ‘:lll! to be found
in a few highly favourgd spots il: l}unm]nn,
ljﬂf-‘it[b]ll:ll', Hampshire :I.IJ-l‘i f:.ux-.:\—iml. even
there, the privileged Yportsman who is permaitted
to take the field ean Mtlthnn depend on bagging
more thap a brace or “two'after the first fortnight

. .
« & .-
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of the season—but 1 have not been able to learn
ti#t their nufubers are augmented, as they might
be, *1:3,' gither of the two modes usually adopted
for the increase of pheasants—viz., frequent im-
pertations ﬁt fresh birds fromg a di-il:.'m{-f-, or
having the me hatched and reared under do-
mestic hens,and the poults huhbujuulth turned
down, * It may be olfected that the first of theSe
modes is utlt]:dr.*{l with considerable expense, and
that the latter requires too much trouble, care,
and attention, to ensure its general adoption: but
it has often oceurred to me that another, and very
different, plan might be tried with advantage, and
would be the more likely to prove successful be-
cause it would require but little interference on
the part of man, and almost the entire proceeding
might be safely left to the guidance of Nature
herself.* 5 ¥

The idea first struck me when conversing some
years ago with a Scotehe landed proprietor, who
tolg me that he” had introduced the pheasant
among his black grouse by p].tuug the eggs which
had been }]l‘E"\]Dllb]_} Jaid in ah aviary in the nests
of grey hens.® One of two only were put into
each nul‘., in which about hall' the usual comple-

‘i
# The reader will have observed that the same system hns

sinee been succcssilly adopted ag Taymonth with the caper-
¥ L ¥ F
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ment had already been deposited by the gightful

owner. This was done during the temportty
ubsence of the female bird. The young piu_-ns.-:m ts
grew up with their foster brothers, partaking of
the mu e inseet fpod, and showing a : umLu predi-
lection for most kinds of berries and certain
bulbous .11:11 tuberous roots during the latter part
of the summer; and althomgh disregarding the
tender shoots of the heather .:m:l bog myrtle,
which the black grouse devoured with avidity,
yet evineing of course a strong partiality for the
corn fields during the autumn, and for all kinds
of cereal }_;r:l.iu,'iu which their sable [riends
were ever ready to participate at the same
season,

It must be admitted that the ¢hief obstacle to
the existence or increase of the black grouse in
the south of Yngland is the geniys of *modern
agriculture.  The rage for guelosing and draining
waste lands and cotlumens—where the soil, fre-
quently sandy and peor, can never repay the first
outley of the wealthy sexpermnentalist ar the
alﬂrh\_[[uuut labaur of the Iul-:h11u11511'1—-h1‘i £%-
pelled it 1rmn many  districts where it was of
In.'-q'uunt. ﬂccntu:m-u-, evien ‘nltiun the 'lzseumr_],-
of the present genct ation. Bt bifsides | the
aneient forest moors, there are still several ex-
tensive _Iu.;m]w—:-.s l'm"uﬁﬂhlp]u, in West Sussex
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—whicl, from their peculiar situation and the

présent {]I.'E'In'l'i.‘l..i.i.l.!l"ll state of all farming produce,

L " U
are not likely, at least for many years, to be

absorbed in the surrounding tillage. Many of
these are 'mh rsected by clear strgams, anicl b‘t‘uknn
lere and there with elumps and p].mhulunr. “of
alder, birch, Jhollies and fir trees, and adjoin;
or arve mecluded in, the manorial rights of extef-
sive ml-hbnmm r preserves. Pheasants, par-
tridges, a few Hiupu’, and even woodeocks, are
found during different periods of the shooting
season ; but  the blaek grouse is unlkuown.
Doubtless he was here the representative of the
fetraonide in lormer days, but the very memory
of his existenee has since faded away. Now,
reasoning from analogy, it has often struck me
that he might without mueh difficulty ba re-
stored @r intgoduced into these Irautiful wastes
by simply reversing the protess that has already
—in the ease to which { have alluded —proved
sugeessful in the ™North with the pheasant.  The
food of the twosspecics, il not identical, is yet
sufficiently alike to render afly ohjection on tifat
score ui wreasonable, The egg? are nearly of the
same ‘*IFL, and -ruqmn. about the %ame period
for ipeubdtion. * Bofh birde are polygamous, and
so far from evineing any hostility to ecach other,
there are numerous imstafices of h_g.-hlj:lrj having

o ke
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been produced between them.® The moors of
which I speak abound in plants %hich furssh
the favourite food of black game, such as whortle-
berries, bog myrtles, heather, dwarl willows,
youni Scotch firs and birches; and besides ghe
nn]ﬂu_ -utmnml tleaning provided T.rl. the neich-
L-::-mmg_,- Emu!uhla the  same barley-siacl: » that
Mie keeper now raises for shis pheasants in the
plantations, would prove rqu.ﬂ!_‘_, attractive to
the northern (‘111”1.L|]t tlmnur 1,11{' winter season.
Indecd there seems to be but one important
though, I trust, not insuperable obstacle. - Estates
in the south of England, however extensive, are
seldom included in “a ving fence.' Many a little
tongue of moorland, or cover, or arable ground,
protrudes its unweleome preseuge into the pre-
serves of the large landed proprietor, and proves
a thorn in the side of himself apd his game-
keepers.  These Irequently belong to persons
in the middle class ofs life, who, although too
thrifty or penurious to assist in the majn.
tenance or protection ofi gamm are ever srcady

.
Alr: Yarrell bins: Tecorded thirteen t::ﬂlt:.r-!._-y. somie. of
whicl are illusfrated by benntiful woodests.  Therd is anothier
in the Chicliester Muzeum which jomakesstrongly Of the eha-
rieter ol hll-.ll parents, and I have seen vury Lenailul 2pe

ToR

ment at Hollycombe —the residence of 8ir Charles Tavlur,
Bart.—which was shot in W ultneraforest,
.
» 7 . - *
.
.
Pl
# L )
* A .
- - -




-
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-
to destpoy it: whose cuns are never idle
dufing the shootine season, and whose larder
;1]111:1‘}' repays them for the unavoidable expense
of ammunition and a certificate.  Such neigh-
boars must prove se rious stumbling |!|U{"1\H. .in
the way of introducing any new species of 1]1[
gallifinceons seder of birds, but, as I have fthr.-.u]}.

F‘
:

I : "

. izolated, overstocked preserve, if lie can see a
i

'

C -
ventured to hope, not insormountable obstacles.
No true sportsman will regret the absence of the

fair sprinkling of different specics of game birds

scattered over the face of the country. To

effect this the small pt‘npl‘icto-r should have a
t \'-x direet interest in the matter, and the tenant must
; be convineed that that of his landlord is in some
degree identical pvith his own. When this fecling
has once been established—Dbut not until then,
I fear—2will the farmer condescehid to become
an ornithologist; to listen Ealmly to reason;: to
perceive that the partridee and the pheasant are
reglly his friends .1]UIillg nine months out of the
twelve, and to admit the injustice of attributing
to them the injuries that have Heen committtd
on his erops 1:3’ hares, rats, and rabbits.

But L.',‘:'L'Il as Mntters stand at p]'[‘h‘t’!llh—lr the
horderers "on the |.'L'r'ﬂe estifes could ber made to
see that the introduction of tl:., black prouse
would eventually luh] to increase II]nﬂr own
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share of the sport as soon as it wis once
firmly established, the experiméit might e
tried at once. If they would abstain for a' [ew
seasons from shooting down any stray poult that
m: oht wander i info their beats, how Lunph would
[h-_\ .be recompensed for their forbearance !
There need be no excuse of mistaking the* im-
Mature bird for a young pheasant; still dless for
a partridge ; the shortness of the tail, on the one
hand ; and on the other, the length of the neck—
which is protruded in flight after the manner
of a wild duck- — oug ht to be sufficient to pre-
vent the chance of such a mishap ; and in o few
years they might —with due regard to sex—
venture to pull the trigger without any conscien-
tious scruples, and congratulate, themselves on
having been instrumental not only in making a
most valuable addition to the local,list of game
birds, but in intrm]ru.-inf gne of the finest and

most palatable species of grouse into their own

larders, z
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* CHAPTER XIIL Uy
£ ] A ™ .
e Mot vet quite idead 7 -

iz evuel ame yet waerciful §
wordil ot kave thee linger in thy pain.”
. OTRELLD,

tiveness of o Dol Slypt—A Case in Ilus-

tration—Retriever over-matelied —Evil Consequences ol
Carelezz Ehooting and Random Shots—The best not infal-
lible—Neeessity and Use of a good Retriever—The most
nents and  Olservations—Im-

promsing Breod—Exp
portance of Discapline—A Ficld Day.

Wio shat has seen it can ever fsrget the emo-
tions of pity, which a u;mtuml-iuLiun of Landsecr’s
exquisite picture of ¢ A Raftdom Shot’ never
fails to produce. Yet how simple arve the mate-

. rials that the greqt mastgr has called to his aid.
Here is an incident of ordinary oscurrence in the
u:lﬂ;‘ experien®e of a thoughtiess deer stalker.
A hind %o has received her death wotmd from a
rifle that wes perhapehastily, discharged 4t one of
the antlered lords of the herd, lies dead upon the
snow, She has apparantly* straintd every nerve
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to continue her vetreat as lomygr as ]:nu-ﬂliv,..lml
her deep and bloodstained tracks awe visible e to
the spot where she has fallen. At her side stands
her shivering calf, destined, poor thing, to & cer-
tain and lingering death. It has followed its tlam
td *the last, and now, uneonsciou$ of the cala-
‘mity that has befallen her, is,vainly endeavouring
&0 extract a drop of nourjshment from hLer rigid
cavease.  Many and many a sportsman who, as he
gazed on this beautiful work, *has experienced a
pang of remorse, and readily acknowledged its
benign influence, is, alas ! too apt to foroet in the
field the meral Msson which it ineuleates, and
prove, by his reckless expenditure of powder and
shot in the ensuing season, that other animals
besides red deer are doomed to the miseries en-
tailed by a random shot,

[t would besuseless to deny that all ficld sports,
even when conductad on the most humane prin-
ciples, are attendtd "ﬂ-l“] a certain degree of
cruelty, but it is obvious that none should ven-
ture to prefer such a gharge pxcept thoge who
Mgidly, and from tonscientious motives, abstain
from all kinds of sanimal food. Al other persons
afford an tndirect encouragement to tht: ':lq:rjm-
tion of life, and aregqas ‘.I{LTIF']'"]Jhﬁ!t('d i the
culpability as the actual perpetrator of the deed.
How unjust, then, t& abase the grouse shooter

L]
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and the angler while we encourage the poulterer
ang the fishwaonger, or to condemn the deer-
stalker while we patronize the butcher.

An instinetive love of the chace scems to be
{lmaw in man., It prevails I..i.]l.hl.”\ amongat lhu
|11u-l'. barbardus savage tribes Am! the maost I:.‘T]—
lightgmed (‘I,I|T!I-"|'ﬂtL‘L|._'|'ij'lT.]ﬁ'llF-1 and existsas strongly*
at the present momept as in the days of Ninm
rod. DBut while, on the one hand, the maudlin
complaints of mddern sentimentalists may be
treated with contempt or derision; on the other,
it must not be forgotten that ®the quality of
mercy * is the noblest attribdte of the * true
sportsman,” an appellation of which the mere
bird murderer and the cold-blooded pot-hunter
are utterly unworthy, while even the well mean-
ing but thoughtless gunner who indulges in a long
:|':muc_'—u']1c-|'u game is sufliciently plenty to admit
of his picking out ]!i:: birds within a moderate
distance and ‘k]ﬂmrar theam dean ' — must aban-
don the ecruel though oceasionally tempting
Ell!:'[ﬂll! before hg can justly lay claim to the
title. i .

I'am aware*that it is casie® to preach than to
practisd, and readily admit that “in m# hot youth’
I was nosbetfer @mn my, neighbours; but the
1.'|.I'_1." recollection of lllU.‘.-L'le'n‘L‘ll“l: delinguencies
renders me now the gore® anxiols to make some

-
L
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amends by endeavouring to dissuade others from
habit so mischievous yet so easily correcged,
With this view I have oceasionally, during the
last few years, preserved a specimen of a pheasant
r partridge, which at some period prior to its
thdih had been mutilated or disfis glred by a ran-
*dom shot, and whenever a yguthful visitor 4 my
smiuseum shows symptoms gf sporting propensities
by a marked admiration of the game birds, T
generally venture to read hift a lecture on the
subject, and to draw his attention to my assem-
blage of cripples which I eall the * Chelsea Hos-
pital " of the col®etion. T also tell Lim that it is
a4 bad practice to fire at a pheasant the moment
it rises from the ground, if it springs within a few
yards of him ; for the shot not being spread until
it reachez a eertain point, the “bird in all like-
lihood receives the whole charge or noye of it:
and the consequenca is 1]|1L it is either woe fully
mangled or missesl altoz rother. On the other
hand, it a bird should vise out of distanee, it
is essentially wrong to let fly gt it on T]Il'-i'.'!l-il'llt'i.'
of a stray shot brimging it ddwn ; for the probabi-
lity is very greaw that, if Lit at %ll, it will bnly
be wounded and lost, : s
Most pff my specirgens fumisk txamples of the
former error, 'l']n.;n- is one miserable Inf]l\‘ng
hen pheasant M particulay which never fails to
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tiract attention. Her entive beak had Deen

shigt .'.1‘.‘.._‘.'. Jndeed, both mandibles and the
tonghe were gone, leaving a witle aperture, the
eidizes of which, under the healing influcnce of
daniie Nature, had hardened into a pair of laorny
lips: and thds the poor | bird—uhable to ]::'m'.l.'n-
its ypual Insect foogl, or to pick up any seattered
':li'.lﬁ Iu. COTN—"'WIiAs |-'|.|:.I'I'|."\,'|.||\.':'I to ]]”ll]tt a 5111{1”
barley stack, near the keeper's house s the sheaves
of which being loBsely placed m-._:u.-.lh{-m she con-
trived to extract the cars separately, and to pro-
vide herself with sufficient food, for she was by
no means in bad condition whe killed by chance
at the close of the season.

tut the number of birds thus maimed or dis-
abled, are as nothing compared with those which,
appearing sc: ~1'¢*-*Tv to wince under the effects of a
lonz shat, are fated to perish migerably in some
remote 1’_l|!"I'IL'I' of a '.urutl unless the fox or the
spoat should 1'r1'.'111'.|;|.l:{_-]}' .l;llﬁL"]'n"."l' the spot, and
charitably anticipmte their wretched end. The
.=.|nr.1m[ of mischjef occasionally perpetrated by
the novice, who is l]mu-f] Wessly permitte 'l o
shoot at every €hing, because e seldom succeeds
in 1:.-erﬂn-r a bir—and is therefore serroneously
supposed 4o cdmmas less lgvoc than a good shot,
!=F-"u.1h incaleulalile:  The lord of 1hr~ manor, if
lie is himseli’ no sportyminy but nu:l'uh’ preserves

L] -
L
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a head of game for the amusement of his f!l'in'.':ui.‘:,
will perhaps say to his keeper, & Nuw: Suwth,
here are Captain Hawthorn and Lord Tyro foing
out to-day. You will take them to the hanger,
»  Wher the tame birds were turned down this yeur.
I ton't want mdre than ten brace Yilled in that
quarter, a8 I wish to leave a good stock forsnext
scar. The Captain is a depd shot. Pug him on
the hill at the top of the cover ; none but old
birds will fly that way, and tfey will run to the
end, and perhaps be off before he gets there, So
much the better. Asto Lord Tyro, he is only a
beginmer. Places him in the bottom between the
hanger and the gorse, where you have the barley
stack. Most of the birds will go over his head.
He will have two guns, and you may let him
blaze at every thing. I an told” he can't touch a
teather ; but I wish him to have plenty ol shoot-
mng."—“Very well, gir,” says Smit]:, who perhaps

" -
: knows his |u.-ahtur".-_-h.-rlajn_-r too 'well to venture an

expostulation, while at the same time an expres-

N . - -
ston ol eare and .'!!I.};ill'.'t:f .-:ilm'n_‘s that he jenter-
gins some doybt s to the prudence of this

L

arrangement, . »

Away they go. On arriving, at the edver ‘the

1 . - - “. .
shooters arc pliced dn thea allatted. positions,
Captain Hawthorn—an old sportsman—soon sRkes

* how the land lies,” find perceiving that the cocks
L] :: - . *
B -
. . .
- L]
- > L]
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have begun to run at the first movement of the
spanjels, e losgs no time in getting forward, and
stations himself quietly at the end of the copse,
where he bags his ten or dozen cock pheasants
before the beaterzs have come up with him. -In

- . - o
the meantime, ewhat has Lovd Tyro been abou®?

The bjrds are Hying before, across, and over lus *

head, 1|n-5'-;11:i1r£ every imaginable variety of shote
at easy distances. The keeper—who had entered
the cover along with®he beaters—now pauses, and
leaning over the fence on the lower side of the
hanger watches his performance with an anxious
countenance. The gentleman ha# evidently seen
a gun before, for he handles the weapon with an
casy familiarity, and brings down his first bird—
only winged however—and as it runs across the
meadow towards "the gorse-ficld, he seems in
doubt for pn instant whether to purgue it, or to
take his second gun from hisgattendant, when a
sudden burst of five or six pheasants at some dis-
tance seitles the question. He is evidently bewil-
gered, ::ml E:I.]I[II:}L.I'IIE'Ikﬂ p his mind which to
select until all are nearly out of gpach. At lasts
he firts at one—#father a long shos—a slight shud-
der, tuncticed by hjm or his man, does not eseape
the practited eyv. gbdhe keeper, but the bird
confflues its flight and leps--‘lpprll'{htij‘ unhurt

inta the furze. In the 1pur.::w-ur,itm: two more bar-
[ ]

al
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rels have been discharged with a similar fesult.

A few feathers indeed are floaging on the air,
which seem to aflord some “consolation 4o the
unsuceessful gunner, as lie turns round exultingly

" to dis loader and eries, * T hit Aer, John, how-
‘er” ¢ That you did, my lords she’s a dead

« hird." * Mark her down, John.” * Logk out,
ey lord, there 's another gver your head.” Bang
—bang—** She has left her tail at any rate—con-

found it—I1 can't account ¥or it—I made out
much better with the pigeons last week—I'm

sure the powder must be damp — load away,
John.” Dang.» * There’s one down this time.
Where's the retriever?” “ Not come back yet,

my lord.” “D—n the dog, he’s net worth a
halfpenmy—run- after her yourself—make haste,

she 'll get into the gorse if you don’t. Holloa!
stop ! come Jback! you've got the caps and the
wadding—"  But JJohn is out of hearing, and

- Lord Tyro haviwz no ammunition in his own
pockets, a respite is fortunatedy afforded, ol which
Smith, the keeper, promptly_ avails himselt] ang

L] L] Ll

emakes the begt of his time to hurry the beaters
and spaniels to éhe end of the dver for the final
“bougués’ before the guns can be stloaded—
much tp the mortifigation ekhistlordshlp, who is
NOW Tunning it ]bi'-‘i best speed to the corfly aof

L

the hanger—and soen afterwards Captain Haw-

* L]
T e .
-
* ]
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[ ]
thorn closes the performance with a right and

o left gt two cock, pheasants which fall dead at the

fect of* his less successful companion.

Such a scene as this, if frequently repeated,
must be attended with the worst consequences.
When a certain number of hens ate to be killesl

for the,purpose of replenishing an empty farder, if

possible let the’ blow be struck by a sure hand. ,

It is astonishing how many are annually rendered
unproductive, or rective their death wounds from
persons who, although fully deserving their repu-
tation of being ‘bad shots,’ contrive to aim suffi-
ciently straight to send a few grains into almost
every bird at which they fire. Where such licence
is permitted—nay, even encouraged—how can
the proprietor of the manor wonder at the steri-
lity of his hen plicasants next year, or conscien-
tiously lay the blame at the door of his keeper !
For my own part I never kney an honest fellow
of this sort who did ot rejoiee to see the birds
s Lkilled clean; even when the execution was
garried on without sufficient regard to the pro-
spects of the cnsui'ﬁg breeding season. 5
Bift even fa sportsmen arg mnot all *dead
shots.” Fle best are not infallible, and, where
there is mhch shogiigs a pheasant may now and
ther Tot fall at once, or if it falls, may prove
*a runner,’  In such cases & Troods retriever is a
. "

(1]
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valuable aequisition, and il the party is latpe or

maore 1'511f'l::iil|if_1.' HL 1I:l1.t'l1l.'_. I'ﬂ.{_‘l-::_ll' thrbe rlu;_{s of

.
| !
4= B e - ; T a1l :
this deseviption, thoroughly under commasid and
; well up to their work, may really be denominated i
. fangels of merey.! For the grouse or partridge
T - L » El & l.ll * v L
‘whooter it is shifficient, nay, even sireferable, that
et o » his setters should be good fetchers as well as

. . - |
o inders—althoneh few are so fortunate as to [0s-

i L] -
sess such dogs as unite the double accomplish-
ment in perfection, or adm@t of the inculcation
of the one without detriment to the other—but
for cover-shooting, where a team of spanicls or
a party of beaters are employed, a regular re- '
triever is necessary.® There is great diversity of o
opinion as to the best breed. Most persons prefer L
the Newfoundland, not only frem his doeility but -
[rom his size and strength, which enable him 1o -
carry hares with great ease through the tangled
i :
brushwood, and even over gates and fences, which
L ]
5 e ol e i ® *

£ * In huzarding this'opinion 1 am aware that it is ot varianee
with that of muny who have bad nmore experience in eanine
tuition than mysell.  While un this subjeet 1 eannot Yefrain
b ; .
from congratulating the sporting worll an the appRarunee of

L] . . v .

Colanel Hutehinstn's ittle work on # '.I.i'.: breaking.”  1n all
o i »

that relntes o rIn"ﬁr:L'IIIIII_'T: of =etpers fnd Puinters it [”]]‘-\_-

carries out she promisc on its title poge, of presenting * thie

rrost expoditions, eertaing and casy meghed.” &t iz indeed o

S T TTTSNNNINIEEERRARR IR R k. BRI, R « R

i B . = ;
perfeet tie-book on the®%ubjeet, anid its price, us well as s
. ditensions, ought to crgure it a place in the poeket of every
sporiznan sud gninckeeper.
: = 5
L - " []
- -
: & 2 =R L ]
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N : ; - .
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woufll oppose formidable obstacles to the specidy
return ol sma ]]L'I. dog, Others, again, recoume el
a ecross of the alsu,:p doir or setter; while some
advocate a touch of the greyhound or lurcher. 1
have wysell bred, broken, and tried them_all
'an-- the last ten years, and hive besides had
) many, up]mltumtlw of witnessing tha 1:*.'Jlm—
m.-uux ui retricvers of various breeds in lht

|rosse ssion of others; and the conelusion at uhuh

[ have arrived is twat a cross between the broad-

shouldered, short-legged Newfoundland and a
thoroughbred setter, is more likely than any

other to answer the expectations of the sports-

e man. Dogs of this description possess the

¢ \ ‘1TL‘I|”[]1 apiness for 1..::;:1.!!1-1' instruetion, and
ceneral steadiness of- the one, combined with the

fine nose, quickifess, and accuracy in following

on the track of feathered game, “lnch characte-

' rize the m;he s Mo doubt gj.umi retrievers have
H been obtained of almost®every sprt ; but this cross
affords, in my opiuion, the best chance of suc-

i Jess “erc time is an nh_]ut, and where the puppy
—as is too gener ﬂh the casg—is consigned Lo,

the cure of an T#different tramer,

My firs} u.\pf.runnnt with the *rrmlmund Wis
the produte of = i.}"‘h“l“l doﬂ of that kind, and
a mmldl retriever, who was *hersell the off: spring

of a Newfoundland and a selter.. 1 kept two
L]
Mo§
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of the puppies and gave the others to *four
Iriends, who were as sanguine ns miysel in their
expectations, and looked forward to bagering
every hare that they might happen to wound
during the following season. One of my dogs
tarned out a wseful ally in that de partment ; but
his power of scent was :mnpm.at]uh bad, and
Je was always apt to overrun his'birds, He was
-|]-.~ﬂ naturally ]t.mlqum:trml, anl Lmu-—whjr;]a
alone will frequently tend toscorrect this serious
fault—seemed in his case vather to aggravate it,
It was, moreaver, impossible to keep him at heel
without a leash when a hare was started. The
same fanlts and propensities—probably derived
from their sire *—were developed to a still higher
degree in the dogs that T had given to my friends.
‘Their keepers were in despair, And, with the con-
sent of their masters, soon knocked them on the
head : as T.]iu all dﬂrleecl that *thbugh not worth
their keep for a rrenLh ‘mAn,’ they might become
dangerous enemies i’ the hands of a regular

poacher.  Indeed, the Ilnrcher — which wis §0,

Juuch used formegly by persons of that “calling,
and by whose assistance sucl ored destruction was
committed, among rabbit warrens—wasg eriginally
a ecross between a grc\imuml and a sheep dog,

* Mr. ‘immu-—'l high anthority—says that ¢ ".1.]|-1.t+.~1.cr be

the eross, thie Irn:*;imunﬂ will pull.ummu..c
[
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L]
u:x‘.inhifi‘ng all the speed and love of the chace ap-
peetaining to -the one, combined with the sagacity
L) s = i
and intelligence of the other,®
[t is a common practice with keepers to lead
the retriever in a leash until the noment ‘.'I.]H.‘HJ:I:I"
-
services arve required, and then to liberate fiim
suddenly. This may be necessary where the dog
is badls broken. Im short, when he cannot 1

# The late Sir Thongs Tl|_|_|T|||P.-_T|'|J!|:I Bart. RN, had o fll!"’, thie
offsjiring of a lureher and a thoroughbred greyhound.  He was
therefore three parts a grevhound, of which he pogsessed in a
high degree the charneteristic qualities; together with the eup-
ping and acutencss derived Trom his more remote aneestor. o
appearance he was like a Seotch deerlound on a small seale,
He would walk quietly bt heel on o high-road or fuotpath, but
as goon #5 hiz waster opened a gate, he would instantly start off
and make o eircuit of the entire field at a slow canter, keeping
his eve all the time #n the hedge. 1F he diseovered no rum, or
menze, he would resume his position behind his owner, who
during thi time, had been watehing his ninmuvres from the
gate. I an the contrary the dog lad perecived a run in the
fenee, lie would suddenly elieck his earcer and sit down along-
side of it.  This was o, hint to Sir Thomas to commence lis
parg of the procecdings, which was nothing mere or less thiaz
to walkp and downgthe field until he had started the hare,
whieh, as it endeavoured to cscape atethe grense, was generaby
smapped up by theflog with unerring deeterity.  Oeensionally
linwgver '\-:|||_'l would muke for a sccond run ‘|'|-]I|¢|-|. Tind eseaped
the ]-.r._uu'uw notice of the greyhound, but before she eonld
carry lier intention Yatae et he '-'H'uuh] be up and glose at her
honnches, ¢ turning” her once or twice, killing her “in the
apeny” and fually bringing her to Wis magster 1o reecive the

reward of his sucecssll cxpMit. . &
; . . . &
-
- -
K - . i
.
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[ ]
kept at heel by a sign or word ul'mmm:m:L. It has

been said, and with truth, of settems and pointers,
that they ought to be the constant companions of
the person who has the charge of training them,
that *they should be hunted |_~\du-<u.:t_], by him,
aurI that lhluiun,, when pl'iu:'tl:*lhlu_—th.tt is to

r, when he can afford the mecessgry leisure and
& thL same tife possess the indispensable qualifi-
calions of patience and good tempn—t]h: SpOrts-
man should break his own {l.(?l"""& This remark
applies with still greater force to the case of the
retricver,  He should never be confined in a
leash, He should follow close behind his master
or trainer. . No temptation- should be sufficiently
strong to induce him to quit his heels—aflter he
has been once completely broken—without receiv-
ing the signal or word of command to do so. But
to effect this he must be carefully, edueated by
the same person frem an early age, and accus-
tomed to follow without.leash or strap.

The most eflective retrievers [ ever saw are
those belonging to a timeg-honowred friend of mine
-2a thorough-bred %portsman of the old school—
and theie merit Tonsists rather W the 1:»r:1"il~ct
manner in Which they have been trained, and can
be huntad by the rgspectitewda®pers to whose
care they were consigned at an early age, than
fromeany facilitfes or Advagtages afforded by the

- o b
- L]
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breed: for wmany of them are, in appearance,
shart-conted mondeseripts, and required far more

L] . M » a g
eare and trouble in the training than if some at-
tention lid been paid to procuring dogs of purer

]
" . W " -

balanced Ly %he admirvable way in which they®are

maneged. 1 well rgmember the first lime [ ever

blgod ; but this deficiency is amply counter-

had an gpportunity qf witnessing their perforne-
ance.  On arriving at the cover's side—an 1m-
mense wood in tife weald of Sussex—we found
the head-keeper alveady there with the spaniels,
A regiment of beaters were diawn up at a little
distance, and at intervals in their ranks were
five under keepersy who subsequently assisted in
maintaining the line of march and preserving dis-
cipline. Tach E-f them was attended by his dog,
who followed close at his heels, unvestrained by
string or leash. As we advancal through the
cover, any one of T.Lh:.‘.u;:, gt a word lrom his
master, would instantly, enset the part of a
.-_-.1:.3!1if_-1, and whete a thick bed of black-thorn
happeped to intgrvene, which was impenetrable
to the "beaters, he would werk his way through
it, ‘and flush *a hare or a pheasant, but, with-
out ;1qu'r|:l:r.ing Jo pursue it, retum the next
moment at Lh't-#'ul!—]clm'gn signal to, his for-
mer position.  When a 1'|II.1'_".'L‘-'I'|!I1. was wounded
and fell at a distancey the dog would endegyour

- L ]
4 .
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to mark the place if possible, and then look rmmd
at his master as if for perinission te.t oo n!ui fidch
it." Thas,

however, was not always granted, for

if the spot where it had dropped lay more directly
in_the line of one of the other keepers on either
IlihL kis dog alone would he despched in pur-
suit, and” thus the commop occurrence of a

thﬂnt being mangled by the joint gfforts of

two rival retrievers was avoided, and the utmost
expedition at the same time attained in bringing
the bird to bag. Many a winged pheasant and

wounded hare was recovered on that day, which if

matters had beeh conducted upon the ordinary
system, must have been infallibly lost. The ex-
ample indeed is well worthy the imitation of all
preservers, and may be strongly recommended to
the admirers of the battue, not only for its ob-
vious and easily appreciated effect upon tke game-
bag, but on the higher principle of merey and
humanity, as affording p means of rescuing many
suffering animals from the tortures of a lmfv:,rm-r

death.
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" Hae taba erusg npbes PRE U I TEre 1o i .
*aroere silyectis, ot febollare supeelio:.
ViroiL.
' - N y
Feur-footed  Vermin = Less Destructive than the Human
.

Poacher—The E‘lu'ﬁ—(‘vllﬂitlill_ imterests of the Fox-
humter and Gas preserver—Wild Cat—1Its Predatory
Habitz ‘and Feroeity— Hounse f;[-. rumming  Wild— A
Retriever Cat—The Marten—Tha Polecat, Stoat, amd
W casel—TTtility of the We lhf']——;'l]]l:'{.i]u[L—TJ:ll." Hetlze-
|||:|"-—['|L'l|rlll-= s ""H—-'-“:l_ J"uru]L—'\lﬂ LII:||"- |||1rIII|L‘--E"lIE
Beneficit 8] — Witnezses 1o his Good Charsetor — The
Squirrel unjustly Acensed— Trial without Jury.

It myst be admitted that game of all kinds
suffer more from man than frpm any other sort of

‘vermin’ winged or Eumt:mtud, nevertheless the
human poacher iseon the i increase, while most of

. the® latter are E].Il]l:l"ll..‘a]tlt]"" or have disappeared :

i1 thanks, in a rrma[. nm‘mlrc to the unsatisfactom

state of our exiéting code of pratective laws,—the

discussion, of 'l‘r|:|lLll, however, is rather the pro-
vinee of the _]mu;yh;t and the ]:.rr:s[dtm than of
the naturalist or sportsman. To say nothing,

-
tercl"un:. of the L‘HLUI‘I.‘T"U'LIIIIL]H: which the APro-
- L1 _i
. i
-
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fession of poaching has received of late years ffom
the misapplied sympathy of morbid ljumaniiy-mgn-
gers and the verdict of many a magisterial bench,
it may be observed that the decrease of game in
*  many parts of the British islands is to be nltri-
'Imli'ud rather to” the interference of'wnan, th n to
tl-_-ln-u:l;umm.-.- of ecertain nntl‘.'u f|1:1:ulr1|]:|.'[1.-;—:|
fsarfully reduced list, alasj—on whose devoted
heads the full wrath of the keeper has for vears
been indiscriminately poured. ®
How is it that in newly discovered countries
and in thinly inhabited regions, various kinds of
gallinaceous birds are found to flourish in a wild
state, to ‘increase and multiply * though exposed
to the unrestrained attacks of various predatory
animals, Turred and feathered, whom WNature—
ever just—has placed as salutary checks on the
excessive augyentation of their numbegs, while,
conversely, the incrgase ui‘ populdtion and the
. diminution of all kiads u[' ﬂ'mm' are simultaneons?
Look at the wild 1II||~.L‘. in Manerica. See how

he has receded before the destroying breatl of

& "
cevilization. Tlhe same has once occurred with
the capercaillie 1ne Scotland, and the laxity of *the
game lawss«in Sweden has already bangshed him
L]
i r " v S 1T e £ Ly L T
{rom mn'ft_', of the Scandinagigg provigets. The
bustard is an example at our own doors. The

- & . L] . . " -
pm-t.,'{dﬂ, or Gwinea .Imﬂ.'lJ n eertaim maritime
I L & & - .
-
-
®
- . & . "
™ -




- - =
: TIIE FOX. 2ol

!th of Afvica, and the red crouse in the central
apd solitherny counties of England.*

ket us now consider calmly the case of some
of our proseribed quadrupeds, a certain portion
'-Tl whom, it must be allowed, arve sinners : .g.l!!hi
the game lews ; while others agdain offend bat in

1 lijmited :l{.ir_,r!u, or are wholly inndeent of the
crimes laid to their, charge.  To- begin with the
former.

The fox, from Ais hereditary eunning—a matter
of notoriety in the earliest ages of the world—
his habit of prowling by night, and above all,
#ie insatiable and merciless clfracter of his -
petite, which progipts him at the moment of sue-
cess to sacrifice every victim within his reach, is
perhaps the most formidable four-footed enemy to
game birds; bt as, in the estimation of every
admirey, of the noble and truly ngtional sport of
fox- !umutmfr LLumurI himgelfl is pre-cminently
entitled to pthLtuul. and stherefore ought to
stand at the very head of the game list, he is in
no want of strenpous advoeates or admirers in the

* It i# an nsecrtained faet, that in *Irelund ErOuSE, |-|1r

lrt'u.r reg, and hoardd liave greptly inere®sed withiy the last two

yerrs ;o looking at the question <1m1at|c:l|1., there seems
no rens

st douby thiat this circumstance is due to the redoe-

tion of the [upulm.m, partly by #ie late famine sfd portly by
I:'L“.T.I'\-:I'-t '|.|||.|"|"I.[||.|“

i e
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British islands, However, in those districts where

his favourite prey, the rabbit, hag, been “greagly

LR
[ L
o
R
:
s
g -.h‘

reduced or exterminated, security to the phemsant
and partridge, and immunity to the fox, are quite
incomgpatible. In such cases the keen !u\huuL
ande the zealoug szame preserver cam seldom be
galled * birds of a feather,” and Junless they reepgr to
the alternative of keeping up, a  modcrate supply of
rabbits—which the fox will always take in prefer-
ence to any other food—perh#ps the best thing
they can do is to piteh their tents respeetively in
such districts as, from natural or local cireum-
stances, may afford to each the unrestraingd
indulgence of his favourite spogt.

The veal wild cat (felis catus) is probably no
longer a denizen of the somthern or central [rts
of England, is very rare in the novthern counties,
and of less frequent occurrence in Wales qud even
in Scotland than foymerly. In short, notwith-
standing the Iunccms[hl‘:‘: nature of his retreats
among the rocky glens in the Mighlands, he is in
a fair way of following In the footsteps of thie
baar and the wqlf, and the facilities aflorded for
his destruetion bysthe modern fowding- ~piece Will
doubtless aceelerate his Erltl:—nm, that will mtet
with little {,ull]!tllbt!:lllml sceqpept frfm  the
naturalist, !

Ng only have garic birsl.-;, poultry, and young
L]
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lambs fallen victims to the wild cat, but even mun
]u-m:-u_'rl' hias. pecasionally been vanguished in a
personal  encounter with  the British tiger.'
There is an instance on veecord of a shepherd .
having been mortally wounded in Scotland, and e
several of €evere injuries havidg been reclived
frop in]prud::ntlj.‘ goming into close quarters with
this foymidable quagruped. Although compasa-
tively rare in Ireland, the species still exists
gmong some of*the mountains of Connaught.
Mr. Maxwell, in his usual felicitous manner, re-
lates” an anecdote characteristic of its truculent
propensities, the scene of whi¢h was in that re-
mote district.®* .

House cats are frequently known to run wild ;
and although there is an obvious tendency in
these animals, when they have taken to the woods,
to asswyne the grey, or tabby, cplour after the
second or third generation, gret 1!':0_}* must not be
confounded under a?|_j.' Jcircamstances with the .
real wild eat. Fhe two speeies are manifestly
tlrstin_tl. Besides the 5ypcriur size of the latter;
the comparative smallness of the head and the

far greater development and d Wlerent form of the
tarl ard well m..'u"ker.l characters, whreh are sufli-
cient to® upset «lge ance 1}1:|:|u|'i te theory that felis,
- -

- - ” g #2 -
* 8 Wild Spaorts uj‘llhi: West,” ved. i, }-.:Il,_ ~
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-
catus was the oviginal founder of our domestic
:

race. " . .

Gamekeepers need not be told that o mord in-
corrigible poacher does not exist than a common
cat w hich has been bred in the woods, or u]ml:,
.Llihﬁu--‘]t urll';um]]:_: an efficient mser and
wseful oceupant of the barfn, Jhas gradually ¢ae-
quired the habits of a vagrangt. The strength and
size which a male cat will sometimes attain under
such circumstances is extraordifary—although he
never arrives at the proportions of his mu{'Lmua
able congener.

In the parish of Bignor in West Sussex, thert
lives a cottager whose thrifty housewile POSSCESes
a valuable ally in the prr.-sutl of & gigantic tom-cat.
The most efficient of { foragers is llL, and  many
time and oft" have his poaching u‘i]:x‘tllllt*]]u pro-
tracted the too.lavish expenditure Ui the teensures

of the pork-tub. Hjs ordinary vietims ave half-

-
grown rabbits, which hg captures in the dusk of

the evening, and which he invariably conveys in
retriever fashion to the residenge of his gwn-ur.
Iris only marvelous how he has hitherto escaped
the snareg and treps of a neighboaring keepeh—
one of the wiliest of his calling.  HowdVer, his

x H - - o - L] r -
toraging expeditions ‘]:am,- ns gty b “helieve,
A
* For =ome interesting particulars on this subjoct, sve

* BeMsg Britich Qualirupeds®
L]
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TUE MARTEN. 55
been chiclly confined to a furzy common in the
igimediate viginity of his master's cottage, where
vonng ralibits;

¢ gnil sueh smnldl deer,
Huve heen Tom's Tood for seven long yeer,"

B But woe® betide him if an ':Jl'uilhuh:gii!;l fit
shauld te empt himg to extend his researches indo
the 'n]lmmu”’ ]'l'l'l'.':i-’."!l"\'C':i, }[I.\. fate wi” I]lL'!I..LIL‘
sealed, for his sazacity and self-denial must indeed
be greater than ®all to the lot of other cats, to
enable him to resist the varied temptations of
fish, flesh, and valerian, with which his arch-
enemy has decked the path to Sestruction.

Of the weasel, family (mustelide) the marten
(martes foina), commonly, but erroncously, called
the marten cat, has been almost exterminated in
England. Although in former days its depreda-
tions .uuunr game were of no tufling. character,
yet it is sur-_h to be regiptted that the species
should since have I::en_ persecuted down to the
very verge of extinction. There are many ecir-
L~=n||.~i_r.'mues t!l:'l'l"ﬂ.'ulj]:i.ﬂ]‘.ll]ﬂ'ilr to favour the toler-
ation, if not the preservation, of,a limited number
in® the woods=of England. ‘The odoup that pro-
coeds from a "]mulu]:tr geeretion ok this animal,
and of the |nnqu.nsun—|nuh-!h]] a variety of the
same specicl—so far frond being fetid or offensive,
is singularly .1grtt.11£e. .I‘:IL. Bell says, 2The

- ' 2 "
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aspeet and attitudes of the marten are pur]m?::\'-
more elegant than those of any other gf our hativg
quadrupeds.  Endowed with great liveliness and
activity, its movements are at once rapid and
gracile.  Its limbs ave elastie, its body lithe .Lml.
flexi®le, and it bdunds over the roundewith Lqu.Ll
speed and grace, ® ® @ If taken young if is
suggeptible of great doeility ,“m[l the remarkable
elegance of its form, the beauty of its fur, unﬂ the
playfulness of its manners, rendr it one of the
most pleasing of pets.”

The polecat (mustela putorius). The stoat
(musteln erminea), mid the common weasel (minsielo
ewlgaris), are neither so prepossgssing in appear-
ance nor so attractive in manners; while our
olfactory tlerves—especially in the case of the
first—prompt us to pronounce af once a hasty
verdiet against them. The last two are e very ge-
nerally distributed, ang, -:l].[.]ll'.llll']i hostile to game
birds, yet perform @ood seTvice to the agricul-
turist in the destruction of fou- footed vermin,
The weasel is eminently useful in the granary antl
tha straw-yard; fgr more efficient than a {*.11, and
a worthy ally of the white owl. Twdeed besidts
the quantity ef rats which it r]<~1m} 5 Cven r]mmfr
& te mporary sojourn in such, siggations, *a still
greater number of thse noxious dnimals are

frequguily induced lu.nu,;mtn from the spot

]
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where it has once permanently established its
WUATTETS. 8

A lJarge barn in my neighbourhood had for
years been infested by rats, and a regular awto da fe
ysed to take place there about "'.[In.]'..n.huah avery
year. lin";n-r heard of the L\.h:lul[lllq ary ~.puL
fumiished on guch eccasions, []j._trl_lt_,u].;lll_‘. solicited
an ingtation to ome of these ‘lbattwes. The
eventful day at' last arrived. The great gates
were closed. E:ur}' hole was carvefully stopped.
A pack of expectant terrviers, with cocked cars
and determined visages, looked on patiently as
Sheaf after sheal was pitched from one side of
the building to #he other, without a single rat
being exposed to view. At last the floor was
visible, Not even a mouse had been seen.  The
last truss was 'li['LCd, and there a solitary little
weasel was discovered, who—sad te relate—fell a
victim to the disappginted dogs before his rescue
could bhe effected. LA

In a former d¢hapter I have endeavoured to
L*s.]huugc the causg of thg poor badger, and to de-
precate his-persecution at the hands of the game-
presgrver, With far greater fustice, F regret to
say, thé hedn‘dmg (erinaceus Europeus) has carned
for Iulll-di a Ml L'lmr'u_;r' during the breeding
SCHUSOTL. No one wis ever more reluctant than
myself, for many a dag, t eredit* the L':'I] refforts

- -
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th it eontinually reached me, touching his lﬂiﬂn.:"r

E'I]lL':'I.S:H:H.h nests—and even now 4 dlil*-t islicel
that his destruction of worms, inseets, mice fnd
snakes, fully atones—in a general sense—for his
pu\q!un-r ol e 3 but as an cgo- devourer he
stands ph-{_m]lwur among  British Buadrupeds.
Toa :supe_-rfwmi observer lis sgructure would gip-
péar to be rathér of a defensige than an offensive
character, but °®facts are stubbern things.' |1
speak from personal cxpul'iml.m:! when I say that
if a steel trap be set over night in any wood where
hedgchogs are known to exist, and baited with an
eg, the ecapture of one of those animals will, if
nine cases out of ten, be the result.

The weasel frequently pursues meles into their
subterranean habitations, and is then occasianally
caught in the springes which are in ordinary use
for their destrction. I have received twe speci-
mens {rom my own neighbourhood within the last
few years which Md RKeen killed in this way.
Here, I am inclined to think that these particular
weasels perhaps met witly their gleserts, fog 1!5:”'-'
whre engaged inhe*pursuit of an animal scarcely
less useful than fhemselves, in many poigts® of
view, to th® farmer. This mgy appem®a bold
statement to those Lulg"l. atoraolwke HuliI! who have
all their lives been engaged in the E"* rsecution of
Ilw“nmh, whi! 1-.: *ni_;}:l the partial injuries

. '
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individual of the latter class says on this subject.

R [ quote from a letter of the Rev. G. Wilkins—to

L: N
Lot #
-
i
| ]
Whom I have already referred it page S5—which
appeared in the ®Fssex Herald, in May 1348,

and#as addressed “ to a farmer who had written

n."1'l':'||||il.[l.'ii by him, and obstinately refuse to look

am ﬂI.L'-n!-t]h'!"l"il.].;' af the picture.  Much conilict-

ing “testimony might certainly be adduted. My

own observations, [ confess, lead me to believe .
that in this case the good far preponderated gver
the evil, witle in order to arrive at the truth it
e he m_-c{.—csm'_\'. as M. Bell Ub!:k'l"l.t‘.\', L 1]
divest aur minds asewell of the piepossessions B
the naturalist, as of the prejudices of the agricul-
turist.” Let us Mirst hear what an enlightencd

toh i*Inrtnil'in.g how the wire worm had been
extetinated in his land,” “and contains,” ob-
serves Wie gditor, ** much sound, though we dare
say unpalatable, doetrjne to¢he owners of smooth
lawns and trim bedded sarded.” 4
fSome ten yelirs since, when I came to my
living, and commenced gultivating the little land
I hold, it was, I may say, Tulk of wire worni. .

."‘-
L]
-

Nothjng couldl have been wotse, for .my crops
o e e . ThE hit e L
were in some plaeces ruined by thém entirely.
What then didwd de? l]}ftuptv.rl a plap which 1

recommended and published in periodicals many

years sinee, viz., r.-nut:-ur'L;_;il!g_\iiﬂh\q :11'.|dren't;idgr5
.
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-
on my lands.  Instead of permitting a mole to be
caught, T bought all I could andeturned them

down alive : and soon my fields, one after :mu'r]:er,
were full of mole hills, to the amusement of all
m}'_]ﬂ.-i;__rhhuur- who at first set me down for half

v hnatie; but ‘now several adopt ufy plan, and
'h:L strenuous advocates of ite My, ficlds Lesame
emactly like d honeyeomb s and this centinued
even among my standing, and growing, and Fipen-
ing crops; not a mole was II]JIL"E'[L‘:LL, but I still
bought more. This summer I had fourteen
brought, which I turned down, but they were not
wanted ; I have ;mthing for them to eat : all thit
meoles live upon is destroyed, ahd so, poor things,

they musf starve or emigrate to sonte dhu;lt»huld

and thus get bowstringed by sayage nw.-‘ht;w]mnl |

they aim to serve. Adopt my pl‘lll ancl 1t Wﬂl be J

sure to answert” or - o
This, then, is the advice pf a practical agricul-

turist. Let us nolv hear Mr. Jesse, who with !

that benevolent fecling that cliracterizes all his
writings, thus advocatess the cause of this pro- * . ¢
stribed little anfnal,

“ That-moles Were intended to be benefisial to
man, there ¢an I think be no doabt, [ th been
assured that where u]cL molehile are Ihual abun- /
dant on sheep pastures, the latter m:lm.ll 18 rendr- b
rallin a. healfhy fafe, (r-tt feeds on the wild A |
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1I|:."111q- and other salubrious hierbs which srow an
these fu_-alp.-nhd' earth.  Where these have been
levelled and cleared awiy, sheep are ndt found 1o
thrive as well as they did previously, This fact
was confirmed to me by Mr, Hogg, the Ertgick
shepherd, who depreeated the 'pr.'u:liuu of * re-
moyjng mufc.:hilis., In I_u;itvsli:]'x]niru‘. where ol
moleslills are extrengely abundant'in the fine amd
EXtemsive pastures which are to be lound in that
cotnty, sheep thrive well and are  generally
healthy. In further confirmation also of what has
been stated, I have been assured that in conse-
fuence of the mole-hills having Yreen destroyed in
it pagk which formerly belonged to the present
=y

Essex, in ”.t"l'l..‘lhf‘l."s[]]'ﬁ.", the deer in it
erwards throve well."*

; I:m:gh' there may still be room for djs-
c :n"'--n to the utility or hurtfulness of the
mole in its bzuring upon thesaflairs of the agrieul-
turist, the game preservgr cafl hardly contrive to
pick a quarrel with it on his own account; and
thé poor squirrel might pe supposed to deserve at
least equal immunity, Bug was ) such is not ¢l
cast. = More than one instamme of seme half.
starved i’l[‘éi]'ﬂ(‘l‘iit&'ll individual ]m\'i:i;:-_"!:eu'mk:*.:t of
raw meal has begn eruelly adduced as g proof of
its blood-thirdty propensities ; nay

» it was once my

* Gleanings in Nautura] Ili‘tm_-."',|l L\..-n‘_—.c_. 1.0!..1', p. €50,
- 2 ot =
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Lo |

mistortune to meet with a keeper who L'Hi.!'”:g-'.-":l.\i-
surcd me that he had lately shot a su.uim-l'in tpe
act of devburing a half-grown pheasant, whiéh it
hiad- earried, in spite of its struggles, to the sum-
mit ol a tall tree with as muelh ease as if it had
beeh a filbert. "T'his man was in the employment
a1l an un-'.-'.mnpru:lni-'ln_a__-,' presgrven ‘t_}i‘:' gadtie, "at
whose hands all other ¢ fowlg el the div -u:iﬁféyer];-
ing things ' found but little merey, and squirrels
and stoats were ineluded in th® same black Hst.
A subsequent ‘cross-examination, however, con-
vinced me that his story was a pure invention of
the brain, got up at the moment as a conclusite
argument to repel my attempted vindieation of

his HTTLL'. victims, several of which i
about the gr'dl.'u]-".'p'u“c.\i i various st
composition—for the ferret-huteh had beemalready
slutted, and there was no room on the giﬁ‘lﬁ end
of the barn for anosher culprit. My éxpostula-
tions, I grieve to sy, were equally fruitless with
master and man, In that exttnsive and thickly
wooded district the specigs may gurvive for, mn-ny .
yhars in spite of aMl this persccution. The real
offence is, the nibdling off the uppér shoots pf*the
Scoteh fir during seasons of scqreity : w flausible
easus bellj is thus establishedsaghust ity fnd every
other crime, possible and impossible; is luid to its
charep : * the wts]% f‘.l.Lh;l‘ to the thought: " the
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# HARMLIESNESS OF THE SQUIRREL, o
z i
E»:mpl-l' 15 a ready witness l".lljt\ the aeccused;
awd under sugh cirenmstances# the master being
at bnee prosecutor and judge, and the servant
both witness and excentioner— the poor squirrel
obtains but slender justice. That some df ,the
i s 1]
Hloceasionally indulge in animal {bad,

L danbe; the rat is a familiar (T
& oan insatinble devourer wi
I & pitiless enemy to young partridges
Wsic kly sBason—but 1 firmly believe that
the Squirrel ravely or never exhibits carnivorous
prbpom-:twb As to the conduet of animals when
pconfinement, their ndfture becomes so

'nltuur]-lu turance vile, and the igno-
rlact of their captors, that it can never
d o fair Mdex to their habits in «
If half a dozen field mice were
rand left without {oed for a couple
e wenkest Jvouldabe devoured by the
and il the Lruej, experiment were pro-
]m le same Yesult would follow, until none
1uH'|wd but the strongest individual of the party,
merqwﬂv similar circumstances, even civilizell
man m“ Its become a camiibal! JThat the
sqm,pzcl"may-—siurmrr long, dry sumtners, when
the verdifre of ﬂl‘_ woods, and on the surface of
the earth his*been p.':r:.iu.ﬁ by the burning sun .

when the dead leaves of ﬂlN!ll]uU&jLur.Jmtu
]
b "‘,
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swoods and groves be deprived of o
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®
been all L\i%l{llLlllUH! and over again [or acorns

and beechmast, alml not another ngt rentains 4

. have been®*detectod oeeasionally in the aet of*de-

vouring the eggs, or even the unfledged young of

- @ small bird, is just possible; although =aih.*

mtich p.u.n.m obiservation and diligele,i

#m bound to say that I have ﬁu::l'q;« i
sort, nor met-with a singlg w

instance of the kind. The list of our 1g¢i_mus
quadrupeds is already too restficted: to
hig extermination ; and 1, for one, carnest]: 10pe
that the day may be far distant when ﬂf{.m__ve of
the DBritish n.ttm.’ﬂm is no lml.m:r to be g}d c1icel

his sprighi]}' bounds. Then inl.lr:' i our

greatest ornaments. -
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