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EDITOR'S PREFACE.

Permars no work ever did more fo encourage the growth of
that taste for Ornithology, which has of late become so widely
diffused among all classes of soviety, than Dn. Beensrers's
admireble History of Cage, or Chamber-birds (Stubenvigel).
In Germany, where it first appeared, and in various other
parts of the continent, as well as in England and America,
it has gome through several editions, and become a standard
work of reference, not only to the mere Bird-fancier, but also
to the ecientific Ornithologist. Sinee the death of the Author,
a new edition, comprising the results of his latest experience,
has appeared, under the superintendence of Dr. Lemwaxx, a
friend, whose kindred tastes and pursuits admirably fitted him
for the task.

In the present f["r:].tu!lzl.tl|:||11J which is from this improved
edition, the Author's plan of wrangement has been strictly
followed ; pnd a large amount of additional matter infroduced,
from the most authentic sources; including the whole of
Sweer's Brrrise Warntess, a work of great reputation, now
extremely scarce. Several species not mentioned by Brcu-
sterw are deseribed, for the first time, in this edition; indeed,
no pains have been spared to render it as perfoct as possible,
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PREFACE TO THE FIRST EDITION.

Tue work which T now offer to the public, T%e Natural
History of Cage-Birds, is one which 1 have long been solicited
to write by many of my friends.

Many persons who would find pleasure in keeping birds,
are both unable to procure them, ond ignorant of the proper
method of treatment. Others, while posscssing a certain
degree of knowledge on these points, are unacquainted with
the best and casicst methods. [t is for such persons, and mot
for students of natural history, who are able to refer to more
scientific works for the requisite information, that the present
volume is designed.

The statements contained in the following pages cluim credis
and authority, on the ground that they are the result of
personal observation and expericnee,  From childliood, I have
always been passionately fond of birds; and even now I cannot
pursue my literary labours with pleasure and suceess, onless
my room be enlivened with the song of some forty or fifty,
which flutter about me at their pleasure. The reader there-
fore may, naturally, suppose that I have bestowed considerable
attention on the subject, and endeavoured to ascertain not only
the easicst, but the cheapest and best methods of preserving
my feathered favourites in health, I have only to hope that
the success of my attempt to impart information to my readers,
may be commensurate with the oppertunities which 1 have
enjoyed of collecting it.

It i possible that different opinions may have been formed
as to the proper scope and interest of 4 work like the presem.
The following remarks will exploin the mode in which 1 have
* divided the subject, :

I have described all the indigenous birds which may be suc-
cessfully kept in the aviary: and, with regurd to foreigm
birds, have confined my attention fo such as are most usually
imported inte Germany, and may be procured with little diffi-
CIlLy.

I]":::ur convenience of reference, T have in this, as in my ather
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Tifi PREFACE T0 THE FIGST EDITION.

works on birds, arranged the matter under the following
heads ;—

Deseription.—An neourate deseription of each species is
neeessary to guard the amatewr against the tricks of the bird-
sollers, who often do not hesitate to sell g female as o male, or
substitute one species for anofher. It may also tend to foster
u taste for natural history in the lover of Cage-binds, and direct
his attention to such observations and researches us may tend
to the advancement of science.

Habitat.—Among the first questions prompted by the desire
to posscas o bird of any particular species, are, when and where
is it to be procured ? and when procured, in what manner can its
mode of life in confinement be best adapted to ifs natural
habits? My remarks under the above-mentioned head are
designed to answer these quesfions.

Food.—Their food, which should resemble as closely as
possible their natural nourishment, is one of the particulars
most carefully to be attended to in the manngement of Cage-
birds. I have therefore divided this section inlo two parts,
which treat respectively of the food of Cage-birds, first in o
wild state, and secondly in confincment.

Dtreeding.—A knowledge of the method by which Cage-birds
may be induced to propagate their species, is rendered neces-
sary by the fact, that many birds eannot be kept with ad-
vantaoe except rearcd from the nest, or when removed from
the parent birds at a very early peviod.

Diseases.—The numerous diseases incident to Cage-birds
may be accounted for by the want of exercise and natural
nutriment experienced in the confinement of the aviary, 1
have not thought it necessary to be very explicit on this sub-
ject; as it is one which yet requires further clucidation on the
part of anatomical and medical seicnee.

Mode of Taking.—Under this head the reader will find
directions which will enable him, with a little trouble, to
procure for himself miost of our indigenous birds,

Attractive Qualittes.—To the end of my account of cach
species, T have appended a short statement of the qualitics
which render it a desirable acquisition to the aviary.

WarTersmarsex, Oct. 20, 1704,




PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION.

Trs fnet that within five years I have been called on to issue
a second edition of this work, is the surest proof of my suc-
cesa in the attempt to supply o general waut. T must con-
fess, that none of my works has met with such a favourable
reeeption as this, for which I have received the oral and
written thanks of readers of all classes; and particularly of
many ladies of wealth and distinction, some of whom also I
have had the pleasure of assisting by my adviee. Tt gratifies
me to be able to announce, that 1 have introduced into this
edition improvements, which will be found both numerous
and important. T have mot only interpolated the results of
fresh observations in my account of particular epecies, but
changed, snd I hope amended, the general mrangement of the
work, and added descriptions of many foreign and indigenous
birds, which were omitted in the previous edition.

T cannot refrain from expressing the pleasure afforded me
by the convietion that this work has not only increased, by
the information which it contains, the interest already taken
by some of my readers in the feathered crention, but has also
been the means of directing the attention of many others to
the ohservation and love of natural objects. It is my earnest
wizh, that in its new form, this book may again be the means
of increasing the number of those who study and admire the
wonderful works of God, and thus of fulfilling one of the chief
surposes for which we have been surrounded with the countless
Lﬂst of living creatures.

Warrenspavses, Nee. 1, 1799,

PREFACE TO THE THIRD EDITION.

T wwave but few prefatory cheervations to make to this new
edition of my History of Cage-Birds. A comparison with
the preceding, will shew that it has been considerably enlarged
and improved. It has, indeed, becn objected by some, that
I have already stretched the limits of my work too for, by
admitting into it descriptions of birds, which can only be
tamed with considerable dificulty; o g. the Common and
Gold-crested Wren. To this I reply, that in my own opi-



X THEFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION.

nion, and that of many others, I should have been guilty of
serious omission, had I included only the speeics which demand
little care and patience on the part of the smateur; and with
respect to the particular birds cited, I know several persens
who take great pleasure in allowing one or more Wrens the
free range of their rooms. T must, also, be allowed to express
my convietion, that in a work like this, it is hardly possible to
err on the side of superfluity. In the present edition, also, the
reader will find accounts of various foreign species, which may
be procured from the bird-dealers.

PREFACE TO THE FOURTH EDITION.
By the German Editor, Da. LEmuaxy,

Toe Publishers of this new edition of Becmsremy ox Cace-
Breps, believe that an apology for reproducing a work so in-
dispensable o the amateur, and so valuable to the scientific
naturalist, is hardly necessary. The constant inguiries for it,
during the lengthened interval in which it has been out of
print, are the surest proof that it has not been superseded by
any of the more recent works which have been prodused upon
the same subject.

The changes in the present edition are confined 1o a few
emendations ; the emission of much which {ime and experience
had demonstrated to be superfluous; and a considerable addi-
tion to the section upon Bird-catching. It was my own opinion,
as well as that of several competent judges whose advice has
been asked, that the form of the work did not require to bo
re-cost, and that it was due to the memory of an author, so
much respected, both as a naturalist and in private life, to give
his favourite work to the public as nearly as possible as he
left it. In no other way could be assured 1o the work the ad-
vantages derived from the Author's engaging style, which hos
already g0 materially contributed to the acceptance it has found
with the public.

Husnrrs, Aprd, 1880,
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INTRODUCTION, ===

1. Or Caioe-mnns IN GENERAL.

By the term Cage-birds,* 1 understand such as nmateurs usuu'L'I}'
keep in confinement, for the sake of their beautiful plumage,
their agreeable song, their lively disposition, or from the desire
of studying their various peenliarities. For these purposes it
is espeeially necessary to be able to distinguish between the
sexcs, sinee, 03 is well known, the males are, in almost every
respect, more valuable than the females. T shall therefore in
the following pages, pay particular attention to the varietics
of colour, and oflier characteristies, by which this distinction
may be effected. As, however, many birds are uniameahle,
and many more would not repay the trouble necessary to tame
them, the number of specics which come within the scope of
the present work is vory small, when compared with the whele
number known to the ornithelogist.

II. Or tue VoiceE axp Soxa oF Draps.

Every species of bird has a peouliarity of voice possessed by
no other. By this variety of vocal endowment, birds are not
only distinguished above the rest of the animel ereation, but
are enabled to express to one another their wants and passions.
There can be no doubt that this power oficommunication exists
not only between the sexes, but between all individuals of the
same specics.  The least experienced observer of nature knows
that the approach of danger is expressed by a universally in-
telligible cry ; which, if utiered by the Wren, for instance, is
understood by the Turkey-cock, and wiee versd.  Of whatever
epeeics the one may be, which first perecives the approach of
a bird of prey, it is able to excite the attention of all birds in
the neighbourhood by its peculiar ery of warning, As soon a8
the Blue-tit utters her fas ! so indieative of fear and terror,—
which, nevertheless, she scems sometimes to do from pure love

* The German word is Sfubdencogel, which, translated literally, is

ehamber-birde; but as these chambers are, #o to say, cages on a large scale,
the translator has preferved the term Cage.birds.

n
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of mischicf,—the wood is silent in an instant ; and every bird
either listens {or the enemy's coming, or hastens to the mid of the
comrado who is attacked.  This peculiarity is so marked, that
fowlers have not Filel Lo turn it to purposes of profit.  They
build a hut, roof it with green boughs, and cover the roof with
a plentiful supply of limed twigs. They then display o
Serecchi-owl or other bird of prey, imitate the sonorous ery of a
Jay or Woodpecker in fear and distvess 3 and bivds of cvery sizo
and species flock 1o the hut, and are caught.

The tones of ]ll]il]ri.ﬂl,'!-?."- anid jn}', by which one bird is able
to call forth from another o similur expression of fecling, scem
to be almost as universally intelligible,  Nor is this joy shown
by somg alone ; alihough when one little ercature bugins to
sing, the whole wood, or the whale room, soom manifests s
sympathy by a general chorus.  The same is frequently indi-
cated by single notes.  In spring and autumm, o great variety
of gpecies may often be noticed. in hedges and bushes, which
goem to take great delight in the utteranee of a common ery,
Apain, when in confinement, bivds may often be induced to
sing by various noiscs, lond conversation, and above all, by in-
strumental music; thoush on wild birds these memns would
produce no other ¢ffect than to frighten them pway,

In many cases also different species have o langunge, which
serves for various purposes of mutual communication. For
instance, Ravens, Crows, Jackdaews, &e., understom] and  ro-
spond, both by voico and action, to cach other's call. By tmi-
tating the eall of the Yellow-hammer, the fowler suceeeds in
tnking the Ortolan, the Snow-bunting, the Reed-lnnting, tha
Foolish-bunting, &e.: the ery of the Chaflineh decoys tho
Mountain-fineh ; and that of the Siskin atiracts the Citron-
finch and the Redpole.

Lastly, every bind has reccived from nature the power of
uttoring cithor nosong, or cortain distinet sounds, by which it
can communicate its desives not only to those of its own, but
ol other spevics.  These notes, i1 conneetud in o melodions
sucecssion, are called o song ¢ if unconineeted, @ el In somo
cases the call 18 the same, however diffirent the emotions which
it is intended to expriss s inoothers, it is very voriouns. For
instance, the Chafineh's call, when on the wing, is Eyak f
ek ! its oxpression of joy is Mk ! fink l—if angry, the same
sy lluble i ropested meore quickly ; and Zidgf? Geief ¥ is the sign
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of tenderness or melancholy,  The Raven's eall—Graad ! graad !
—iz, on the contrary, the same under all circumstances: and
the only indication of o change of cmotion, is the degree of
rapidity with which it is uitered. d

What is called the Song of birds, is, in all cases, expressive
ecither of love or happiness.  Thus, the Nightingale sings only
during the pairing season, and the period of incubation, and i
silent as soom ns compelled to feed its young; while, on the
contrary, the Starling, the Bullfinch, and the Canary, sing
thronghont the year, except when dejected by moulting. It
seemns, in general, to bo o prerogative of the males, by which
they either invite or seck to retain the affeetions of the females,
There are indeed a fow specics, . g. the Redbreast, Lark,
Canary, &c., the females of which, especially if kept by them-
selves, manifest a capability of uttering a few notes like those
of the'male: but in general they only Listen to the song of the
males, in order to show their preference for the most accom-
plished singer. In o cage of Conaries, the liveliest female
always pairs with the best singer; and a female Chaffinch,
when wild, will choose ont of a hundred males, the mate
whose song iz most pleasing to her.

The Songs of Cage-Birds—which, as we have already said,
constitute their chief recommendation to the amateur,—nare di-
vided into two classes; the natural and the artificial. The
former are os various and as numerous as the species of binls
themselves ; and I know of no two of our indigenous birds,
which exactly resemble eoch other in this respeet. Even the
case of the Shrikes, which, on account of their very retentive
memory, perfeetly suceeed in reproducing the songs of the birds
whose nests ave near their own, forms no exception ;. as they
g0 interpolate the imitated song with their own notes, that a
connoisseur soon discovers whether he iz listening to o Wood-
chat Shrike, or o Skylark., A knowledge of the differont songs
18 of great importance, not only to the amateur but to the no-
turalist, as many important observations relatine to the habits
of the feathered tribe can be made, und classified only, by
means of their song.

The artificial song consists in part of notes peculior to other
speeics, which young birds spontancously acquire in the
aviary, or of passages which have been purposely performed in
their hearing on a flute or bird-orgun. Almost all gsinpging

: ® 2
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birds, which have been taken from the nest when very young,
are able to retain portions of such tunes ns are daily played or
whistled in their presence; but only a few, partieularly dis-
tinguished for doeility, entively forsake and forget their natural
song. A young Goldfineh, for example, learns passages of the
airs which are being tanght to o Bullfinch in the samie room ;
but is very far from ever equalling the latter in the perfectness
of his repetition. Nor ecan this be accounted for, as many sup-
poze, by the greater or less plasticity of the organs of voice,
but must be attributed rather to the various degrees of memory
with which different birds are endowed. There are also cer-
tain species, such as Parrots and Jays, which have a broad,
undivided tongue, enabling them to imitate articulate sounds;
these arc said to speak.

Birdsellers and amateurs, however, clossify the Songs of
hirds in the following manner :—The bird wardles or guavers,
when it always repeats the passages or single notes of its song
in precisely the same order; such is the song of the Night-
ingale and the Chaftinch. It sings when it utters the chirp-
ing or twittering song, intermixed with most distinet notes,
without observing any regular succession, as is the case with
the Redbreast and Siskin,  And then only it whistles or pipes,
when its song consists of distinet, round, flute-like notes ; as,
for instance, that of the Linnet and the trained Bullfinch.

Bome birds sing throughout the day ; some are heard early
in the morning; others in the evening; and a few scom to prefer
the silence of night. Bome prefer to sing in company ; others
are mute exeept when alone.  The Nightingale, for instance, is
silent in the daytime, and sings only in the cvening, or even
at night. It seems indeed as if the queen of Song Birds was
congcions of the superiority of her powers, and disdained to
raise her voice uminfl.hu various noises of day, and the ery and
twitter of other birds, but reserved it for a period when it
could be better heard and more fully appreciated by men,

It is remarkable, that all birds which, unlike the Redbreast,
Sizkin, or Bullfinch, do not sing thronghout the year, appear to
forget theirsong during the process of moulting, and have tolearn
it azain every spring.  The fact, however, does not seem to me,
to be thus rightly deseribed. The practising, which goes by
the nome of learning, or recording, 1= only a kind of exercise
of the organs, in order that they may again easily produce the
accustomed tones ; and consists, not of notes or passages which

e
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have any reference to the usual somg, but of a kind of twit-
tering and chirping, intermixed with which, the well known
notes arc now and then to be detected, given on LYy atcasion
with increased perfectness and facility. The Chatinch, before
recovering its song, chirps for eight weeks, though the period
varies slightly in mdividual birds; and the warbling of the
Nightingale is indistinet for an equal length of ime. This re-
cording, thevefore, seems to indicate, not so much a failure of m-
mory, us, if T may sospeak, a deteriorationin the organs of voiee.

The reason why one bird sings better than another, may be
found in the different size and strength of the larynx ; whence
arises also the fact that females but rarely sing, us this organ is
much less fully developed in them thon in the male. Thus too,
the Nightingale, distinguished above all birds by its clear, Joud
and long song, differs also from all others in the greater strength
and size of its larynx. Like other organs, however, the larynx
may be very much strengthened by practice ; ond, as we sce
in the cose of Chaflinehes, Linnets, and Bullfinches, which have
been reared in the aviary, care, good food, and instruction, will
materially improve the song of many birds.

1 must not omit to mention in this place, & remark of Bax-
rrxatox's (Philosaphical Transactions, vol. Ixii. 1778), namely,
that the so-called wild, or natural, song of a bird might be ar-
tificially improved by the admixture of another—as, for instance,
by keeping Linnets, Sparrows, &e., in an aviary with eage-birds,
such as the Nightingale and Canary, and then sctting them at
liberty. It is true cnough that the songs of such birds im-
prove in the aviary ; for being well tended and fed, they have
nothing to think of but their song, and the effort fo procure &
mate by its mean. And by putting them into an aviary con-
structed of wire, in the open air, and hanging near it, in eages,
unmated birds, of such species as the Nightingale and Canary,
which ging without intermission, it might be possible to teach
them a new and better song; although that the same eourse of in-
struction could be given in the house, as Hume Garsnons
affirms,* is a supposition against which all my own experience
militates. For it would be possible only in the case of birds
which pass the winter in the neighbourhood of our dwellings,—
such as Sparrows, which are, however, among the least docile of

* “How can we lmprove the Song of our Wild Birds #" Copen-
hagen, 1800,
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the feathered tribe.  Agnin, tho birds which are to learn a song
nuot natural to them, must be taken from the nest belore they
have even learned to chivp; and if' thes brought up to the food
and the temperature of the avisry, would be able neither to
sustain life, nor to migrate in winter, And thindly, if such
birds were hatehed by cage-birds—Cunaries for instance—they
would beeome accustomed to the food of the aviary, but when
winter came, would be entively ignovant of the ery of their
wilder comrades; eould not migrate with them; and must there-
fore perish of hunger. The enly means of secomplishing the
proposed objeet, which scems to me feasible, would be to take
trained birds,—of such species as frequent our orchards and
mardens, Larks, Finches, &o.—and hang them in cages near the
spot where others had built.  Then the nestlings which hap-
pened to pessess a good memory, would be able to recollect the
improved song of the trained birds, ns well as that which they
aequired from their parents,  Whether the attempt to improve
the ‘natural melody of our woods and gardens, be advisable,
may I think be questioned. It is sufficient to keep binds of
curious or peculiarly beautiful song in the aviary, and thus to
derive pleasure from their strains,

Avpitiovan Resargs.—" The melody of birds," says Bro-
nERIF, in his Zoological Recreations, finds its way to the heart
of every one; butl the cause that prompta the ontpourings that
make copse, rock, and river, ring again on o fine spring morning,
iz more & matter of doubt with ornithologists, than the uninitiated
in zoologieal mysteries might suppose.  Aluch hns been wriiten on
this sulject, and upon a consideration of the different opinions,
aided by our own observations, weare inelined to think that love
and rivaley are the two.great stimmlants, thongh we do not mean
to deny that a bird may sing from mere gaiety of heart, arisin
from finding itself in the hauots dear to it, and in the midst o
plenty of the food it likes. e

" Ii this country, the season of reproduction is undoubtedly
that wherein

¢ The isle is full of pleasant noises,
Sopunds, and sweet nirs, that give delight ;°
and about ten weeks have been mentioned aa the period during
which most of our wild birds are in song, That there are ex-
ceptions to this rule, there is no doubt. We have heard a wild

Thrush, one of the sweetest singers of his tribe, Hinj: far into
September, but we watched narrowly, and never could find that

.
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ho had a mate. Then, ngain, we have the autumnal, and even
the winter notes of the Hobin, long after the breeding season ;
and eaged birds, if well fod and kept, will sing the greater part
of the year."

No British naturalist appenrs to have paid greater attention
to this part of our subject than Colonel Moxtague, and his re.
marks thereupon are exceedingly interesting.  * There is no
doubt,” he says, * that birds in confinement will learn the song
of these they are kopt with ; but then it is constantly blended
with that peeuliar to the speeies. In the spring, the Yory great
excriions of the male birds in their vocilerous notes are certainly
the calls to love; and the peculinr note of each is an unerring
mark for each to discover its own epeeies, If o confined bir
bad learned the song of another, without retaining any part of
its natural notes, and was set at liberty, it s probable it would
never find a mate of its own species ; and even supposing it did,
there is no reason for believing the young of that bird would be
destitute of its native notes ; for if nestling birds have no innate
notes peculiar to their species, and their song is only learned
from the pavent bird, how are we (o account for the invariable
note each specics possesses, when it happens that two different
gpecies are bred up in the same bush, or in the contignous one,
or when hatched or fostered by a different species? The males
of song birds do not in meneral search for the female, but, on the
contrary, their business in the spring is o perch on some conspi-
cuous apot, breathing out their full and amorous notee, which,
by instinet, the female knows, and repairs thither to choose Ler
mate. This is particularly verified with respeet to summer birds
of passage. The Nightingale, and most of its gonus, alihough
timid and ehy to o degree, mount aloMPand mcessantly pour
forth their strains, each scemingly vieing in its lone, ]m—c-]nlfnurcd
song, before the female arrives. No sooner does the fomale malke
her appearance than dreadful battles.ensue—their notes are
changed ; their song is sometimes hurried through without the
usual grace and gleganee ; and at other times modulated into a
soothing melody, The first we conceive to be a provocation to
battle at the appearance of another male ; the last, an amorous
cadence, or courting address. This variety of song only lasts
till the female is fixed in her ehioice, which is in general a few
days after her arrival ; and if the season is favourable, she soon
beging the task allotted to her sex.

* The male no longer exposes himsell' as before, nor are Lis
songs heard eo frequently, or so loud ; but while she is searching
for a sccure place in which to build her nest, he iz no less assidu-
ous in attending her with ridiculous gestures, nccompanied with
peeulisely soft notes.  When incubation takes place, the song of
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the male is ngain heard, but not so frequently as at first; he
never rambles from hearing, and seldom from her sight, and if
ghe leaves the nest, he aceompanes Ler with soft notes of love.

“ The continuation of song in eaged birds by no means proves
it is not ocensioned by a stimulus to love ; indeed, it is probable
that redundaney of animal spirita from plenty of food and arti-
ficinl hieat may produce the snme result, wherens wild birds have
it abated by a commerce with the other sex ;—but even in their
natural state, birds may be lorced to continue their song much
longer than usual. A male Red-start mede his appearance near
my honse early in spring, and soon eommenced his love-tuned
song. In two days after a female arrived, which for several days
the male was continually chasing, emitting soft interropted
notes, accompanied by a chattering noise. This sort of courting
lnsted for several days. Soon after, the female took possession of
a hole in o wall elose to my house, where she prepaved a nest,
and deposited six egos.  The male kept ot a distance from the
nest ; sometimes sung, but not a0 !mu:li nor &0 frequently as at
first, and never when he approached the nest. When the cegs
had been sat on a few days, I cought the female.  The male did
not miss his mate immediately ; but on the next day he resumed
his vociferons calls, and his somg became ineessant for a week,
when I discovered a second femnle ;—his note immediately
changed, and all his actions as before deseribed returned. This
experiment has been repeated on the Nightingale with the samo
result ; and a Golden-crested Wren, who never found .another
mate, continued his song from the month of May till the latter
end of August. On the contrary, another of the same speeies,
who took possession of a fir-trec in my garden, ecased its notes
as soon as the young Were hatched." )

In his comments upon the above, Mr. RENNIE expresses an opi-
nion, that birds sing most frequently from joy onc huugnrlmy of
gpirita; and not unfrequently in triumphant defiance of rivalry
or attack. He says, * I have o Red-breast who will sing out
whenever I snap my fngers at Lim, and the Sedge-bird sings
when o stone is thrown into the bush where ho may be.”

According to Svare, the Song of birds may be divided into six
distinet utterances :—jirsf, there is the call-note of the mate in
spring ; second, the loud, elear, and fierce notes of definnee ; third,

soft, tender, full, melodious love-warble ; fourth, the notes
of fear, when danger appronches the nest; fift4, the note of
slarm, or war-ery, when u bird of prey appears ; sizth, the note
the parent bird: utter to their brood, and the chirp or note
of the young. This latter he again divides into two— that
which the young birds utter while in the nest, and that after
they have leftit. And to these several utterances, ho udd._l the
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soft murmuring kind of note which the male emits while be is
feeding the female on the nest, and also that uttered by her
while receiving the food.

The Hon, Daixes Bannixoarow remarks, that * some passngoes
in the song of o few kinds of birds, correspoud with the intervals
of our musical seale ; but that much the greater part of such o
gong is not eapuble of musical notation, because—firat, the rapi-
dity is often too great, and it is also so uncortain where they may
stop,.that it is impossible to reduce the passages to form a musi-
el bar in any time whatsoever: secondly, on aceount of the
pitch of most” birds being considerably Higher than the most
shrill notes of instruments of the greatest compass ; and lastly,
because the intervals used by birds are commonly 8o minute, that
we cannot judge at all of til.c:m from the more gross intervala
into which our mugical octave is divided.” We cannot follow this
pecomplished naturalist through the whole of his interesting
observations upon this subject. The table which follows wi
gerve to show his estimate of the comparative merits of some of
our leading feathered vocalists,

Mp. Darves Banemworox's Tanie®

k-] a | ¥ |
|Dﬂ1m,ﬂ to exhibit the comparative merft of |n IE ;% qlg
British Song Birds: Twenty is supposed to SEIE £ £l
be the point of absolute perfection, LEIERERE
T EIZ|°|®
Ao il h ]
1 Nightingale .« .« . =0T 119} 14 18 (1919
2 Black-Cap, or Mock Nightingala. 7 14 12§ 1‘2| 14|14
3 Skylark. G R TR e 4{19! 4118]18
A Woollark s a0 o w0 s o e BN EITF|IREE
STHAE. . . . .« & nafelialislie
6 Linnet . - = 1201612 16|18
7 Goldfinch 5 F 5 4119] 4{12]12
8 Chaffinch . . . . 4112 4| 8} B
9 Greenfinch & s . . 4| 4| 4] 4} 6
10 Thrush. . . 4 ' 41 4| 4| 4 4
11 Blackbird . 2 - o Py 4 4! 0f 2| 2
12 Tobin . . . g . . G)16{12f12]12
13 Wren . - . « . . 0y12) 0] 4] 4
14 Hedge-Sparrow . . . 6| 0| G| 4| 4
15 Reed-Sparrow 2 L - B g 0| 4| 0| 2} 2
16 Aberdavine or Siskin - . . 5 ﬁ 4| 0f 4} 4
17 R _Pn'le . 4l 0| 4§ 4

* We quate'thia Table more as n curiosity than a8 an authority, a8 we think tho
estimata In many respeots very defective: for inetance, the Bobin is pmd much
too high in the scale, and the Thrash and Backbird 25 mech too low | for Sillowpess,
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In Maceririveay's description of the structural anatomy of
the organs of tune in birds, we find it stated that the freckes is
an elastic tube, very flexible and coniractile, so that it can accom-
modate itself’ to the various motions of the neck ; it ia covered
with layers of cellular tissue, and commences just behind the
tongue, extending downwards to opposite the fivst rib, where, at
the syrfnr, ns it s called, or inferior darypir, it is divided into
two bronchit, The parts which correspond with these in man
and animuls are proportionably larger and more complex, be-
cause with them the varieties of tone in the voice are produced
by the museles and chords of the fargna ; whereas in birds, the
sonnd is produced ab the syrine, or lower extremity of the wind-
pipe, the modulations being eavsed by the contraction and ex-
tenzion of the leryrre. The voeal chiords which vibeate under
the impulse of the air, and so produce sound in the human ey,
are placed in that organ.  But in the case of birds the vibrating
membrane is placed in the lower leryne, or, more properly speak-
ing, the syrime.  Such then is the apparatus by which the voices
of birds are attuned, and this is modug operandi ;—when
the air contained in the lungs and air-cells passes through the
bronchii, it canses the vocal membrane at the extremity to vibrate,
and the sound which is thus produced is rendered acute cr grave,
by the relaxation or tension of the parts; while the stream of
air thus caused to vibrate is nnrmwe:fuud divided. or suffered to
pass free, according as the muscles of the larynr are fightened
or relaxed. This anthor cannot, howerer, in his eareful apa-
tomical researches, find an adequate cause for the great variation
observed in the songs of dillerent birds, He says: “ The modi-
fication of these organs Emscnrcﬂ by the different speeies ure
glight ; the parts in all T have examined, being the same, and with
the snme number of muscles. The peculint song of different

ies must therefore depend on eircumstances beyond our cog-
nition ; for surely no cne eould imagine the reason that the R
and the Hooded Crow require as complex an apparatus to pro-
duce their unmuszical cries, as that which the Blackbird and
Nightingale employ in modulating their voices, so as to give rise
to those melodies which are so delightful to us; and yet the
Enife, and the needle, and the lens, do not enable us to deteet any
superior organization in the Warbler over the Crow.”

» By some anthors the superior powers of song manifested by
nt all events, they are entltled ta a higher place; and then, why was not tho Bull
finch included, and several other very sweel songsterd, whode nanies e pot appensf
Great differanca of opinkon will, of cowrse, At all times provadl, respecting the eom-

rative merils of dthe varicas individusls of the fenthered chalr ; §6 miuch e peil-

ng upon the tasty amil temperamant of the learer, and the eireumstan llll‘\li:: Ilﬁ

they mre eard, as well as upon the stade, end couditen, aod
w:\un which the ﬂngu!{:u enfayud, =
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certain birds, is ascribed to the possession of a greater degree of
nervous enerey ; but there are dificultios in the way of such a
golution of this problem, one of the many which the practical
llﬂl'tll‘nllft has yel to solve. Many attempts have been made to
express in words, or in the clharneters used in musienl notation,
the varied strains of the feathered songsters ; but such attempta
have boen, and must be, partially if not whelly, failures. Becu-
STEIX hus taken great pains to spell out the differont notes of the
nightingale, and set them down m their proper order of sequence,
dividing them into their separate strains, or strophos ; but et any
lover of the dulcet jargoning of that “sweet and plaintive Sappho
of the dell,” look upon the following strange jumble of letiers,
and tell us what resemblance the sounds which they express,
bear to the enchanting music to which he has nl'teue{La.Luncd in
an eestasy of delight:
= 'l_.'im‘l,ttim'i. tio, tiol—=8pe, tiou, squa— Tid, tid, tid, tib, tid,
tio, o, tix—Coutio, coutio, coutio, coutic—Squd, squd, squd,
squo—Tan, tzu, fzu, tzu, tew, tzu, tzu, tew, tzu, tzi—Corror,
liow, squa, pipiqui — Jozogozoxoeozozozozozozo, zirrhading !—
Taizaisi, tzismsisisisisisis—Dzorre, deorre, dzorre, dzorre, EIj_].—
Tzatu, tzatu, tzatu, tzatu, tzain, tzata, tzabu, dzi—Dle, dlo, dlo,
dlo, dle, dia, dlo, dle, dlo—Quio, tr rreeever ite—Ia, Iu, In, lu,
Iy, Iy, ly, Iy, Lid, 1id, Lié, id—Quio didl li lulylie—Hagurr, gurr
uipio !—Coui, coui, eond, eoui, qui, qui, qui, g, gui, gui, gui—

oll goll moll goll guia hadado—Couigui, borr, ha diadin dill
i | — Hezezczezezezcaczerezezereectiozeze counr ho dzo hoi—
QQuia, quin, guin, quia, quins, quia, quis, quin ti—Ki, ki, ki, io, To,
i, iotoioio ki—Lu Iy 1i le lai In leu lo, didl io quis—Kigaigaigai-
gaigniraigal ruiagaigaigni couior deio dzio pi.”

The I"]‘clll:‘lfl. poet understond this matter better, when he said
of his mistress, that her name was the nofe of a nightingale,
which saying reminds us of the lines of an English child of song,
who describing &is lady-love, averred {hat—

* Her thoughts were garlands of new tinted flowers,
Their utterance perfume”

Na, the melody of birds, like the fragrance of flowers, cannot
be described; it must be listencd to, and that by one whose
senges are properly attuned to outward harmony, by an in.
dwelling and abiding love of the beautiful and the pure in nature :
to him the soaring Lark will seem indeed to pour forth at heaven's
gate o morning hymn of praise, and the nightingale to chaye,
amid the leafy woodlands, a vesper song of thankfulness: the
full chorus uljfmthered minstrelsy will be to him like an angel
choir, seattering melody on all around, which sinks into the soul
like summer rain into the carth, pladdening and refreshing it.

e
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Twe spaco required by ecage-birds varies with the different
gpecies, and the object with which they are confined.  As far
as health and happiness are concerned, all are better in a
room, of which they have the entire range, than in o eage.
This room should be provided with boughs of fir and pine,
which ought to be eut m winter, or at the Iatest in March, in
order to prevent the leaves from falling off. Many speeies, |
however, sing better when confined within so narrow a space, i
t];at they can only communicate with their fellows by mcans |
of =song. ]
Tho%ie birds which are kept enly for their hmut{, or the
elegance of their motions, should be kept in a room where they
can hop or fly about, and may perch at night either on the
above-mentioned pine boughs, or in o large enge, with nume-
rous divisions. Many birds—ns, for example, the Hedge- ‘t
Warbler and the Blue-throated Warbler — sing hetter in this
modified species of liberty, than if confined in a cage. In the
cose of those which, for their song's sale, it is advisable to |
restrain within narrow bounds, the speeies of cage best adapted
for them depends on their natural habit of life, and the degrocs
of liveliness in their disposition. A Lark must have o large, o
Chaffinch o small care. A further guestion regards the intro-
duction of perches, which is decided by the bird's habit when
at liberty ;—whether or not it lives on the ground. Such
perches are never placed in a Lark's cage, though indispensably
neceszary in one intended for o Nightingale,
Under all civeumstanees, eleanliness is an cesential requisite
for the longevity of birds, as well as for their preservation in
health and spirits. - Every fortnight at least—were it done
every week the birds might be too much disturbed—all cages
should be eleaned, all perches freed from dirt, and fresh river
sand strewed over the floor of the avinry,  If this be not done,
not only does the general health of the little captives suffer
from the strong odour of the dung, but the feet, to which it
adheres, become lame ; gout and other discases ensue, and the L
loss of one or more claws is frequently the result. It must be ‘
observed, however, that before clenning o bird's feef, it is ne- -
cessary to dip them in water, as otherwise the adhesive dirt is
apt to bring the ¢kin with it ;—a sore which not only produces

IIT. Hamrrarion axp Gexenar TReaTMEST. ”
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lameness, but often attracts to itself the disensed humours
necessarily engendered in the body by the ummatural habit
of life. The fect, indeed, are the scat of most of the diseases
incident to eage-birds; and it is oftem necessary to examine
them minutely—ns o hair twisted round a claw eats so deeply
into the fiesh, as frequently to result in the d.l';,'i.ng and drop-
ping off’ of the part. Attention to this point is rendered o
the more important, ond may be enforced by the fact, that it
is rore to sec o cage-bird of any sge, which has its full com-
plement of elaws, It caonot, however, be denied that there
is not only a difference between species, but between in-
dividual birds in this respect; some carefully keeping them-
eelves clean—others nof even taking the trouble to cﬁmjse their
feet, beak, or wings. 1 have always found Yellow-hammers,
Recd-buntings, Bullfinches, and Redpoles execedingly clean
birds; whereas, on the contrary, Lorks and Fauvettes allow
their fieet to be constantly fifll of dirt, and even suffer them to
uleerate and drop off, before they will take the trouble to re-
move the offending matter.

Many lovers of birds find plensure in rendering them so
tame, that they may be taken on the hand into the open air;
or be let fly, and again recalled. One of my friends, who has
suceecded in taming not only birds, but also ofters, adders,
wensels, foxes, and marting,—so that they follow him wherever
ke goes, and obey the slightest sign of command,—makes use
of the following methed, which, from my own experience, I
can assert to be casy and certain.  If the ohject of the experi-
ment be o bird, he opens the door of the cage, and teazes it
with a soft feather. This he docs till the bird pecks at the
feather, then at his finger, ond at lost comes out of the cage
and perches upon his hand. He then smooths its feathers
down, corcszes it, nnd offers it some favourite article of food,
which it soon learns to take from his hand. He then beging
to accustom the bird to o particnlnr call or whistle ; ecarries it
upon his hand or showlder from room to room, in which all
the windows are carcfully closed, Jets it fly, and ecalls it back.
As soon 25 the bird becomes obedient to the call, in the pre-
scnce of other persons and animals, the same experiment is
cauntionsly repeated in the open air, fill at lost it is rewoarded
with complete success, and the bird refuses to forspke its
master, cither in a large company, or among the templations
of the garden. This process is particularly adapted for young
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Linnets, Bullfinches, and Canary-bivds; but in spring, or pairing
time, it is necessary to guard against taking birds so tamed
into the open air, where they ave likely to hear the ery of
their wild comrades.  This is the scason dwring which they
maost commonly relapse into their former wildness.

A new and approved method of eomplotely taming all kinds
of cage-birds, in the cowrse of one or two hours,—with which
T have only lately beeome acquainted,—is the following:—

A portion—larger, or smaller, in proportion to the wildness
of the bivd—is ent off from the inner plume of the pen feathers,
go that the bird eannot hurt itself if it attempts to leave the
hand, and the external appearance of the wing is not impaired.
The nostrils of the bird are then touched with bergamot, or any
other odorous oil, by which it is for a time so stupified, as to
perch quietly on the finger, or to hop from one finger to another.
It may indeed attempt to fly away once or twice ; but this is
not often repeated, especially if the cxperiment be tried in a
dark place—as, for example, behind a curtain, which offers the
further ndvantage, that it the bird full, it 1= not likely to hurt
itself, As soon as it sits quietly on any one finger, another
finger must be placed in such a position as to cause the bird to
step upon it; and so soon as it 15 secustomed to hop quictly
from one finger to another, the main difficulty is overcome.
For if when the bird is gradunlly aroused from its state of stu-

faction, it perceives that its teacher does nof use it roughly,
it may by degrees be taught to mamifest perfeet obedience to
his commands. To teach it to cat from its master's mouth, it
should be kept in the cage without food for some time. 1f it
be then taken upon the finger, and its favourite food be pre-
sented to it on the outstretched tongue, hunger will soon teach
it to feed.

Birds tamed in this manner may casily be taught to sing,
while perched on the hand.  To cifect this, it is only necessary
to conx them by the appropriate tones, gestures, and coreasch,
The Chafinch may be made to sing by whistling Yack! yach!
and stroking it on the neck: and the Bullfineh, by speaking
to it in o friendly manner, accompanied by a boackward and
forvward motion of the head. A considernble degree of perse-
verunce is, however, in all cases, essentinl to the success of
this method of taming binds,
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IV. Foon.

Tuk chief consideration to be attegded to, in chonsing food for
the yarious speeies of eage-binds, 1s to select that which bears
the closest resemblance to their natural diet. In many cases,
this is exccedingly diffienlt, and in some impossible ; as, for fu-
stance, how can we procure the seeds on which many of the
East Indin birds, which adorn our ayiaries, are nccustomed to
feed? And thus a preat obstacle in the way of our success is to
accustom cage-birds, or rather their stomachs, to such food as we
arc compelled to offer thew ; though there ave bivds, it is true,
such as Chaffinches, Yellow-hommers, Thrushes, &e., which
as s00n as they are brought to the house, ecat without hesita-
tion or detriment, whatever is given to them. Others, how-
ever, are more delicate, and at fivst, partly from grief, and partly
from want of their usual fare, will eat nothing. It is indeed
considered a bad sign if such birds ns are generally accounted
delicate, begin to eat greedily as soon ns put inte the eage—as
it is thought to indicate"an unnatural indifference at the loss of
freedom, which can only proceed from disease. If, on the
contrary, they sulkily hide themselves in a corner for some
hours, there is little need to be ankious about them, as when
the sulkyfit is allowed towear itself off, they usually begin to cat
heartily. On this subject Dr. Mever of Offenbach writes to
me as follows: An almost infallible method of indueing fresh-
caught birds to take the food of the aviary, is to leave them
undisturbed for some hours in o eage, where water and the ap-
propriate food are casily accessible.  If the bird do not eat, it
13 to be dipped in fresh cold water, and replaced in the eage.
Tt will =it for a few moments apparently quite exhousted, but
will goon recover nod begin to plume itself, and after o minude
or two will become exceedingly lively, nnd begin to eat. The
appetite thus incited in birds by the use of the bath, is ana-
logous to the same phenomenon in the human being.

In order to clucidate the general rules which 1 shall give, g8
to the Foon of cage-birds, I have divided them into four
classea : First, such as eat only seeds, as Canaries, Bullfinelics,
Biskins, Linnets, Goldfinches, &e. Second, such as cat both seeds
and inscets, s Quails, Tarks of every species, Yellow-hammers,
and the various kinds of Tits. BSome of the last-mentioned
speeics, however, partly subsist upon berries.  Thirdly, such

-
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ae ent inepcts and berrivs, 1s Nightingales, Redbrensts, Thrushes,
Blackeaps, &c. Fourth, such as eat inscets only, as Wagtuils,
Fieldlarks, Whitetails, Blue-throated Warblers, &e. Birds of the
fourth class are the most difficult to preserve in health ; and
%'01',, as their song is in general not remarkable for beauty, they
w no means repay the trouble which must be expended on
them. To meet this difficulty, it is o good plan, in spring, to
. eollect, dry, and store up for use the flies which may be found

in great numbers in the windows of old buildings. At the

seasem, therefbre, when living inseets cannot be procurcd, these
flics may be mixed with the paste which I am about to describe ;
and which, with the oceasional addition of a few ants' egps, or
meal-worms, may be considered as nn universal diet for all de-
licate birds. Let a supply of wheaten bread, sufficient for.
throe months' consumption, be baked without galt. When the
loaves have become stale, they ave ngain to be put into the oven
when o bateh of bread has been withdrawn, and allowed to re-
main while it gradually cools. They may then easily be pounded
into a specics of meal, which will keep good for a quarter of
a year. Of this, a large tea-spoonful 1s gllotted for the daily
portion of each bird, and mixed with three times the quanfity of
warm milk, which in no case, however, must be allowed to boil.
A stiff paste is the result, which may be cut into small pieces
on a board, is very nourishing, and never becomes neither sour
nor sticky, even in the hottest weather. In the case of delicate
birds, a few flics, or chopped meal-worms, may, as bofore said,
be mixed with this paste.

With respeet to the first class, experience teaches that Ca-
naries prefer o mixture of canary, summer-rape, and crushed
hemp seed ; Golilfinches and Sisldns poppy seed, now and then
mixed with a little crushed hemp sced; Linnets and Bullfinches
rape sced alone.  Besides this, all require an oeeasional supply
of green food—cabbage, and lettuce leaves, and water-cress—as
well as river sand, which is highly useful in the process of di-
=estion, and with which the floor of their eage should always

kept strewed. Among birds of the second class, Quails are
fond of wheat and bread erumbs; Larks prefer barley meal
mixed with eabbage and water-cress cut small, or poppy sced
and erumbs of bread, or in winter, oats ; Chaffinches like rape
secd in summer, sometimes mixed with a little hemp seed ;
Yellow-hammers are fond of the samedict as the Larks, with the
exception of the green food ; and the various species of Tits eat
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fir seeds, hemp seed, oats, meal, lard, bread, hazel and wal-
nuts.  All binds of the fivst and second classes sre casily pre-
served alive, exeopt when taken in the poiving season, in which
case they sometimes die of hunger aud grief for the loss of
their freedom. '

Althouglh I have always felt o repugnanee to all appliances
and remedies which eluimed to be universal, T am emboldened,
by a very long expericnee in the mamagement of eage-birds, to
recommend two Universal Pasfes.  Thot these pastes nre net -
wrongly designated by the nune “universal,” is proved by the
fnet, that all my lirds, except those which, for their song’s
gulee, are kept in soparate cages, are fod, and thrive upon them,
They are bezides recommended, not only by their cheapness
and simplivity, but by the considerable saving of time cffected
in the case of any amateur, who has o numerous collection.
The receipt for the first is as follows : Take, and thoroughly zeak
in cold water, n well-baked stale wheaten loaf, then press the
water out, pour milk over it, and mix with it two-thirds of its
own weight of barley or wheat mealy well ground and sifted.

The second is made thus: Grate a carrot (which may be
kept in sand, in a cool place, a whole year) on a grater, which,
to fit it for future use, must be immediately woashed quite
clean ; then thoroughly soak & penny roll in water, press the
water out, and mix both bread and carrot with two handfuls
of the above-mentioned wheat or barley meal. The whole
must then be well pounded in 2 mortar.

Tt must, however, be observed, that both these pastes ought
fo be made every day, as they soon become sour, and therefore
unwholesome for the birds. I myself keep this food in a long
eurthen vessel, out of which about half my birds can feed ut
onee.  An earthen vessel is beticr than a wooden oney because
it is not enly casier to be cleaned, but because it preserves the
food sweet for a longer period. I foed my birds—of which
from thirty to forty are generally in possession of my room—on
the first-mentioned paste ; on which they thrive so well, and
preserve so perfeetly the beauty of their plumage, that no one
would suppose them to be captives.  All birds, whatever may
be their natural dict; eat it willingly; and there may be seen in
my room, Chatlinches, Linnets, Geldiinches, Siskins, Canarics,
Redbreasts, Lacks ol all kinds, Quails, Yellow-hammers, Orto-
lams, Buntings, Hedge-warblers, Redtails, &e., all feeding out of

C
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a single trongh. A little hemp, poppy and rape seed, and a fow
ants' eges and bread crumbs, Il!-'t}‘llu' occusionally added as a
treat.  The same pastes sufficesalso for bivds of the thivd ond
fourth classes,

In addition fo this, all cage-birds need a fresh supply of
water every evening—not only to quench their thirst, but, in
many cases, to bathe. I a considerable mumber of binds inhabit
the same room, the best plan 1 to provide for them an earthen
viessel, abont cight inches in length, and two inches in breadth
and depth, divided into several compartments, so that the birds
eannot enfirely immerse themselves, and seatter the water about
with their wings. For Quails and Larks, fresh wet sand is suf-
ficient. A gi.'m'l':ﬂ rule s 1'|'g;L!1_13 hirds—bnut one which espe-
cially applies to such ns will eat whatever is effered them—is
that great carc is necessary not to give them meal which s af

all bad, or which has any pepper upon it. I may also remark,

that it iz the best plan not to give cage-birds o lnrger supply of
food than is sufficient for one day; as they are apt not enly to
waste it by scattering it about the cage, but also to pick out the
best, and leave themselves poorly provided for the future,

Y. Breeprsc oF Cace-DBrnos.

It i3 neither necessary nor possible to make many general re-
marks on the Breeding of Cage-Birds; ns, with the exception of
Comarics, which may almost be reckoned among domesticanimals,
it is very rarely that they can be induced to pair. A chief re-
fquisite is a quict, solitary, and roomy habitation ; if possible, a
whole room, in which have been placed pine-houghs eut in win-
ter, and retaining their leaves. 1 is especially necessary to
make the habitation resemble as much as possible the natural
huunts of the birds, in order that they may have the preater
inducement to pair.

As, however, we cannot under any circumstances, and with
any degree of eare, supply the advantages afforded by nature,
or provide the necessary materials for building, it is best to give
them nests turned out of wood, or woven of straw or withes, In
these the birds will themaelves arcange the sofler materials, such
us har, =ilk, and lint, which should be placed within their reach.
Great attention must also be paid to their food ot this period ;
to supply such as shall at onee incline the old bivds to pair, and
be appropriate o the age of the young brood, I shall give

X
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particular directions on this head, in my sccount of cach sepa-
Tale specices,

It is al=o neccssary fo mention the time at which young
birds, which it is desired to vepe in the aviery, shonld in
general be taken from thenest.  This is, when the tail feathers
are just beginning to grow, while the other feathers are com-
mencing to expand themselves, and the cyes oo not yet quite
open. It they ave taken before this time, their stomachs ave
not strong enough to bear the change of food ; if after, it is
with great difficulty that they ean be induced to open their
beaks, to receive food with which’ they are unacquainted.
Some species, however, may be tumed, and will allow themselves
to be fed, at any period of life.

V1. Diseases o Cane-Binps,

. _Ligr all domestic animals, birds in confinement are more subjeet
to discase than they would be in their natural state of life ;
although the assertion that wild birds are never attacked by
any ailment, is altogether unfounded. T have mysclf often
seen the Hedoe-warbler, for example, completely covered with
pimples, cspecially on the feet and round the beak.,  There is
no doubt, however, that most of the disorders of Cage-Birds pro-
ceed from two canscs, in part incidental to their condition; fivst,
the narrow space within which they are confined, and conse-
quent want of exereise ; and secondly, the sugar, confectionery,
and other daintics often given to them, which impair the
digestive powers, and frequently resalt in decline.

I have here enumerated the results of my own experience
as to the chief Discases of Coage-Birds, and the most effectual
remedies for them.  As, howerer, the food of different binds is
not always the same, o different mode of treating their ailments
is often necessary.  In any ease, therefore, where the general

' directions which I subjoin do not appear sufficient, I shall ap-
pend to my aceount of the bird o statement of the diseazes 1o
which it is parfienlarly liable, and the treatment rendeved ne-
cessary by the nature of its foad.

i 1. Tae Pre. This is properly a cold, in which the nostrile

." are stopped up, and the external skin of the tongue hardened
by inflammation. Tu the case of large birds, it is the best plan
to remove the hardened cuticle, bepinning on the lower ide,
neir the palate ; an operation by which the pores of the skin

(i
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are re-opened—the saliva necessary for digestion iz enabled to
be scereted—and the sense of taste, and consequent appehile,
rostored {o the bird. A pill of butter, garlic, and pepper,
generally completes the eupe by removing the caturrh ; and its
operation will bo nided by allowing the patient to sip an infu-
sion of spoedwell.  The steppage of the nostrils may be cured
by drawing a fine feather through them. The symptoms of
the Pip ave:—a dryness of the tengue; a yellowness at the
root of the beak: n roughness on the feathers of the head;
and a frequent gasping, s iF for Broath,

9. Coup, on Rueova. For this discuise, which shows itzelf by
frequent sneczings and shaking of the hend, T know no better
remedy—espeeially if the bird be valuable, and it is thought in-
advisable to leave the malady to the healing operations of
nature—than to give it a few drops of pectoral elixir in an in-
fusion of F-Fﬂ{‘{tmﬂ [ have given fowls a2 many as twenty
drops of this medicine.

3. Decrrse. This disease—the symptoms of which are a

general ronghuess of the feathers, a great appetite, and yet o
gradual wasting of the flesh—is usunlly the result of on un-
natural dict, which impairs the digestive powers. The most
offectual remedy, besides supplying the patient with the best
and most natural food, is to force it to swallow a spider,
which acts as a purgative, and to put a msty nail into its watcr,
which seems to give vigour to the stomach and bowels. In
the case of hirds which occasionally require green food, water-
cress is o specific against Decline. ~ T onee fed a Siskin, which
was reduced to a deplorable condition, on water-cress for three
days, and on the fourth was gratificd by hearing its song once
more. : ,
4. Costrvevess. This disease is casily detected by the fre-
quent fruitless atterapts of the bird to voul its exerements.
I a spider, as above preseribed, be not efficacions in remedying
this, it is best to apply, with a blunt pin, a elyster of linsced oil :
a means which rarely fails of effeet. If the bird be necnstomed
to cat meal worms, one of these insects, bruised with saflron
and linseed oil, will be readily swallowed, and prove an infal-
gible remedy.

5. DosumnEs. This very fatal disease is exceedingly common
among newly-caged birds, which have not yet become accus-
tomed to the food of the aviary. They constantly void a white

T L L
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¥ m‘ﬁ‘.ﬁgrrrwfﬁ‘:h ieres to the fepthers of the tail, and is

80 acPMgs o' p © 4 painful inflammation in and about the

rectun, it use of the rusty nuil in the water, and the clypster
of linsced oil, as mentioned above, somotimes tend to mitigate
the discase ; but I have found that the only effectual method
of relieving the sick birds, is to procure them such food as is
most congenial with their natural habits. Many persons pull
out the feathers of the back and fail, and smear the parts
with fresh butter, and mix with the food the yolk of an o,
hard boiled and chopped small. But in my hands this cruel
method has very rarely been attended with suceess.

* 6. Osstauerioy or Tne Ruse-craxo, o Powres. In every
Lird there is a gland situated just above the tail, which scerctes
the oily substance necessary for pluming the feathers, and pre-
serving them from the effeets of rain.  And as in captivity birds
~arely get wet, they sometimes neglect to use this gland, and it
consequently swells, dries up, or even uleerates. A good remedy
for this discase—of which the existence may be suspected if the
bird be observed sitting still, with the tail bent downwards,
and frequently pecking at the rough feathers on the affected
part—is either to apply on cintment made of unsalted butter
and sugar, or to enlarge the opening of the gland with a needle
or small knife. A better omtment still, and which may be
procured of any chemist, is compounded of litharge, white lead,
wine, and olive oil. The usual process of cutting off the
swollen gland, or perforating it with a needle, is indeed ef-
feetual in removing the discases; but it destroyes the gland also,
and in the next moulting scason the bird so treated generally
dies, for want of the oily matter necessary to soften the feathers.
7. Ernersy. This disease, which is very ecommon among
Cage-Birds, seems to be brought on by a plethoric habit of body,
resulting from abundanee of good food, and want of ®&Pfrejse. -
I know of no better remedy than to dip the bird affeeted once
or twice in the coldest water that ean be procured, and then
to cut the claws so closely as to let blood, A fow drops of
olive oil given to the bird, frequently produce a good effect.
In the case of large birds, the best plan is to open a vein in
the side of the feet. Tt may, however, be remarked, that
this disorder sooner or later proves fatal to all birds affected by it.
8. " Morrrixe may be considered ns a disease. At its annual
recurrence great care and atiention should be given to all the
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inhabitants of the aviary, and a varicty of wholesome food be
provided for them.

9. Bonk Feer form one of the maladies to which Cage-Birds
are particulsrly subject, and which can be prevented only by a
striet attention to eleanlinesa. "The thick scales in front of the
legs become loose every vear, and ought to be removed 3 great
care being taken not to break the skin.

10. Tymrawy. In this discase the skin of a part, or the whele
of the body, is puffed up by sm acenmulation of air beneath, il
it is stretched as tight as adam. The remedy which would na-
turally suzgest it=elf iz also the best; nomely, to prick the
skin with a pin, and let out the air. 1 have known Larks,
which were dangeronsly ill of this complaint, begin to sing
within a quarter of an hour after the operation was performed,

11. Gromixess is perhaps rather to be considevcd a irick or

bad habit, thin a disease. It sometimes happens that birds of |

the first class acquire the habit of looking up to such an ex-

tent, as frequently to twm round backwards on the perch.”

There iz no better means of preventing this, than by simply
covering the top of the came with a cloth; by 1.'|.'gi::h the
looking upwards, which is the cause of the giddiness, is effee-
tually checked.

12. Pamisrric Ixvseers may be suspeeted fo exist in Coge-
Birds if' they are restless at night, and frequently peck the
variong parts of the body. The frritation thus indieated,
may often be traced to the presence of =mall yellow lice
in the skin, or concealed between the feathers. The most
effcetunl remedy i3 to syringe the birds with water, in which
a little quicksilver has been allowed to stand, or to expose them
repeatedly to o mild fumigation with tobacco smoke. Frequent
bathing, a careful attention to cleanliness, and a daily supply
« of fré&Mdry sand, are the best preventives.

13. Exceszrve Conrviexce. If it should be noticed that the
birds become exceedingly fat, as with some speciesis frequently
the ease in autumn, the best plan is to mix a larger proportion
of carrot in the paste, and to put dry ants’ eggs in the drinking
veesel,

14. Tme Pamnrse Fever generally attacks Cage-Birds in the
month of May, in which the desire 1o P:I.i.l' 18 ab itz height.
The birds affeeted by it nsually eease to sing, grow melancholy,
allow their feathers to become and continue rough, waste away

\
1
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md die. Those which are confined in enges are most suljects
to it: the reason of which m: iy readily be discovered in the
uniformity and tediousness of their wi w ol life, aml the un-

gratified sensual desive. 1 have eurcd many birds of this
disease by merely hanging their eages before the window ; by

which simple remedy tlwv secmed af once euliv ened, imid Fuhr..t
their inelination Iﬂr trecdom and o mate.

"VIL Act or Caoe-Bruns.
Tuu Age to which Cage-Tlirds attain, depends chiefly on the eare
which is taken of them.  We read of Parrots which have lived
100 vears, and there are well-authenticated cases of Nightin-
gales, Goldfinches, and Chafinehes, which have been confined in
cages for twenty-four years. The age of Cage and Tame Bivds
is the more worthy of notice, as it forms the only sa bl'.l.l.,il}r'l.."
_.data for conelusions respecting the Age of Dirds in general ;

that in this, os well as in many other respects, our fu:u'lmrml
“favourites ave worthy of the natwoulist's attention. It s re-
markuble that birds, although attaining their full growth in a
much shorter period, vet on the average live mueh longer than
the mammalia. The age of the latter is cqual to six or seven
times the period which they tuke to grow, while birds live from
fitteen to thirty times the same period.  One reason for this is
said to be the different density of the bones, which in birds is
comparatively very small, so that the open structure remoing
porous and light during a much longer period.

VI1I. Bmo Carcnrse.

We generally obtain the mmates of our aviaries from bird-
sellers and fowlers ; the former supplying us with forcign, the
latter with indigenous birds, For the suceessof the latter, itis
eszential that they should beaequainted, notonly with the varions
methods of eatching birds, but also with the several ealls and
Cries, i hich, az 18 well known, differ according to the difforence
of species, and according also to the various desives and emo-
tions which they are intended to express,  As, however, there
is & peenlior method best adapted to the cirenmstances of overy
case, I shall, in my: aceount of each bird, give particalar diree-
fions a3 to the best means of catching it.  The following
remarks will therefore be understood to be ouly gencrally ap-

o  plicable.
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* Above all things, it is necessary to know the period at which
the different binds may be canght with least diffieulty.  Birds of
passage, 1., those which, for the sake of a warmer climate and
4 more abundant supply of food, annually migrate into other
countrics, may be taken in spring or antumn,  Such bivds as
winder from place to place, not on account of climate, but to
proeure their food, may be captured cither in spring or autumn,
and oceasionally in winter; while those birds*which always in-
habit the snme place, may be caught at any season of the year;
though, perhaps, with the greatest ease in winter, when they
are generally assembled in tlocks of various sizes,

In autumn, birds may be taken in great numbers in the net;
gome being lured to it by the call of the decoy birds, and the
atiraction of the bait; others, like Larks, being driven into the
nets gpread for the purpose.  Spring, however—when the birds
are influenced by the sexual desive, and ave attracted to the
eall of the decoy bivd, or the fowler, by the hope of finding a

mate—1s the best season for the bird-catcher's operations,  This

too is the time to intercept those hirds which pass the summer
in some more northern, and the winter in some more southern
regions than our own.  The difference between the sexes is now
also more readily discerned, as it is a well-known fact, that
among migratory birds, the males always arrive at least a week
before the females.  March and April are the two months in the
voar best fitted for the purpose ; and from daybreak till 9 aae. is
the best time of the day, as after that hour the birds are chiefly
vcetipied in scarching for food.

As it is & method by whith almost all birds of the first and
second classes may be canght, T shall here describe in detail
the simple bird-trap used in Thuringia :—

Some strong oak or beech boughs are taken, to which the
fuded leaves are =till attached, and the ends cut off, 50 as to
produce a flat top of from 1 to 1% feet in width. Notches are
then made in the cut bronches, in which limed twigs are inscrted.
These decoy-bushes, as they are called, are then set up in
plains near which it has been obscrved that birds of passage
frequently fly. These places are not diffieult of seleetion, as
it has been found by experience, that such birds generally take
the same route, from which they rarely devinte by more than
400 or 500 yards. In mountainous eountrics, this route gene-
rally crosses the vallies; and the overhunging eminences by
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which these are bounded, are therefore exeellent situations for
the decoy-bushes.  Underncath the bushes are placed the eages
of the varions decoy-birds, covered with boughs, in order that
the call birds and those on the wing may by ne chancoe catch
sight of cach other. Those birds which have themselves been
eanght when full grown are preferred as decoys, as those reared
in the aviary are neither so able nor so willing to utter the call
peculiar to their speeics, and, indeed, have in many cases learned
the ery of other binds.

One of the best methods of catching birds is by the water-
trap, in which are taken bivds of overy specics, 2o that the
fowler might make o selection.  Nor is there anything moro
pleasant than to sit in a cool place, by the side of a ook,
watching this trap on a hot summer’s day. Al that is neces-
sary is to turn the water into o canal, from®four to six feet long,
and three to four feet broad, over which is stretehed a net of
the same size, on hoops, which prevent it from falling into the
water.  Level with the water are sticks of about an inch
thick, and over the rest of the canal are sprend heanches.  1f
the place be well chosen, it will be surrounded by birds through-
out the day ; though the best times are early in the momning,
and again about sunset. It depends upon the position of the
trap, whether it will suceeed in taking such birds as frequent
ficlds and gardens, as well a5 the inhabitants of the woods,

Another methed, which is both easyand practicable, is to clear,
in woods and thickets a straight or crooked path, in which are
to be set nooses of horse-hair or fine linen-thread. Dy this
means, especially at the end of September and the beginning
of October, may be caught large numbers of such binds as eat
herries, e. . Thrushes, ltedbressts, &, This trap is called in
Germany ¢ Sehwenss.”” *

Cages which, when empty, may be folded up and carried in the
pocket, add very much to the bird-catcher's convenicenee,  They
are, however, adapted only for such birds as Geldfinehes, Siskins,
Linnets, &e., which are quict almost as soon as caught ; while
others, like Chafinches, Larks, &e., are so violent as to render
it advisable to put them in a small bag, if' possible lined with
felt, in which trimy con by no chance injure themselves, 1t is

* We shoald spenk of it as a Gix ; the nooses or springes employed are

nnt only of various materials, but also of dilferent shapes, as will be seen
by the accompanying plate.

EEX 1 .
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also recommended that such birds ghould be kept at first in
a dark toom, and have their enges frequently covered with
green boughs or a eloth, to provent their beating themselves
against the wires, or injuring their plumage,  In these respects,
however, every bind requires a distinet treatment, the parti-
culars of which ave best Laught by experienee.

SwreT's AccovsTt oF THE GENvUs ByLvia.

Tus British specics belonging to this interesting genus arn
chiofly birds of passage, visiling this couniry in spring, and
leaving it ngain in awiumn; several of these are deservedly es-
teemed as the finest songslers of all the feathered ruce; the
Nightingale, in_particular, Las the sweetest and most pleasing
note of any bird at present known. It has been p,l,-n:'mi]_'pr Eup-
Eﬁsed that they i'I-.T'DJ'i'L"'T_T diflionlt to preserve in conlinement;

t I huve suceceded well in keeping several of the most inte-

resting species througl several winters in perfect health, and
many of them are in full song all the winter; and I have not the
least doubt but all the speeics might be kept without difioulty
in the way I have practised.

Tl“_hjr will succerd YEIy well in o warm room in winter, or, if
convenient, any part of a hot-louse would suit them admirably ;
but they require o little fresh air when the weather is mild. They
might bie preserved in cages, either separately or several together,
or in & small aviary, where all the species might be intermixed.
In the latter manner mine are kept at present.  The femperature
of the room where they are, ought never io be much below tem-
perate, though some of the kinds do not mind a slight frost. The
sﬁic& that I have found suffer most from cold, are, 8. Rnbelra
{Whin-chat), 8. Phenicures (ltedstart), and S, Hortensis (Greater
Peitichaps) ; the Nightingale (8. Lwscinia) is not near g0 tender
as these; 8. Cincrea (Larger Whitethroat), 8. Sylviclla (Lesser
Whitethroat), and 8. Atricapilia (Blackeap), scarcely seem to
mind the eold at all. ;

In & wild state, the species of this genus feed almost entirely
on insects and fruit, but in confinement they may be taught {o
feed on several other things; bubt the more insecls they have
wiven them the better; and I believe it is impossible to keep
them in perfeet health without a frequent supply. The food
that I find agrees with them best for a constancy, 18 an equal pro-

rtion of bruised hemp-seed and bread, mixed up in the follow-
, 1og manner: 1 first put some hemp-seed in a liitle pan, and pour

some boiling water on it; then, with a stick flattened at the end,
I bruise it as-fine as poasible, and add the same quantity of soft
-
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bread, which must glso ba bruised up witl it, 80 that the oily
milk from the sceds may be mixed with the bread, till it is of the
consistence of n moist paste : of this mixture they are all very
fond ; Lut it should be mixod up fiesl overy day, 11hrt':ru|.||.1‘h' it
summer, or the stale food will injure their lialth, and make them
dislike it altogether. I also give them a litile boiled milk snd
bread for a change, and some fresh raw meat eut in small pieces;
some of the species like the fat best, bug 1he areater part prefer
the lean.  Inwinter, when insects ard s firee, 1 oeeasionally treat
them to the yolk of an ege, boiled lard, and then crumbled
small ; this partly answers the purpose; but it is a good plan to
have a stock of insects in store, to supply them with o fow every
day, which keeps them in good health, and mukes them Bing MOre
melodionsly.

A supply of some sorts of insects is easily preserved for the
winter. The large species of Flies may be cught in great abun.
davee in autumn ; particularly {he Musea fenax, which, at that

(]

I- genson, are "-'L"? plentilul on the Paklins, Freneh and Afiriean

- Marggolds, and other plants belonging to the Composite, Musea
vomitoria 15 also f]cntil‘ui on the fey, when it i3 in flower; of
these two species large quantities may be cought, and dried for
the winter; they only require to be put loosely in o paper bag,
and to behung up in'a dry room, so that they donot get mouldy;
when they are given to the birds, o litile boiling water must
pourad on them, which softens them ; and the birds are as fond
of them as if they were alive. The common maggots from de-
cayed meat might also be saved for them, in Jarge quantitics ; by
i.'uher:ting them late in autuma, and putting them in a large pot,
rﬂfmn, in dry mould, and then keeping 1t in a cool, dry place,

ill preserve them all the winter; when o few may be given to
the birds as often as the stock will allow of it. If kept in too
warm a place, they will turn quickly into the pupa state, and the
flics will soon come out of them, and by that means, the stock
will soon diminish ; though the birds like them as well, or better,
in the pupa state.

Some fine gravel must also be kept continually in their cages ;
as the birds of this genus eat o great deal of it, and will not con-
timue in good Imn]ﬁ: witheut a constant supply. They are aleo
very fond of washing often; so that a pan of water, or something
large encugh for them to get into, should be kept constantly at

\] / the bottom of their cage.

These birds, when in eonfinement, are very restless at the

F *  seasons of their usoal migration from one country {o another ; #
at the time that they are leaving this country in sutumn, nhout
twice during the winter, and again when they are returning in
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gpring, From their agitation at various times in winter, it may 1.r
be concluded, that they visit more than one country, after their
departure from this. 1t is very curious to see them when in that
stale; their rostlessness seoms to come on them all at onee, H}‘d
generally in the evening ; when they are sitling, secmingly, quile

composed, they start up suddenly, and flutter their wings ; gomo- |
times flying direet to tho top of the eage, or aviary ; at other
times, running backwards and forwards on their perches, con- I

tinually flapping their Wngs, and looking upwards all the time; |
nor will they notice any thing that is gong forward, as Jong as
they continge in that state, which lasts for nn hour or two ot
each time. Dy their always wishing to fly upwards, it may be
supposed that, when they lirst take their flight, they mount direct
upwards to e great height, so that they ean divect their eourse
the better, IJ_;; sceing the way clear all around them : their agi-
tation generally lasts on them about a fortnight, sometimes more
and sometimes less; in the spring it scems strongest on_ them ;
at that season, they will sometimes flutter about the whole of
the night, and sleep a great part of the day.

The best method of eatehing the birds of this genus is with -
the common Nightingale trap, baited with living insects. When
they are first caught, they must be fed with inscets, or fruit,
actording to iheir species ; but they will soon learn to cat the
other food, by sticking insects or fruit in it, so that they once
taste it ; if they are put in with tame birds, they will sooner geb
reconciled to their confinement ; or if two or three wild ones
are put together, they will do much better then a single one.
When first caught, the cage in which they are kept should be
darkened, all but a little light near their food, or they will be
apt to beat themselves very much, and not e so likely to do
well ; it is, certainly, a good plan to keep several logether, par-
ticularly in the winier, as they will sit close together on.their
perch at night, and by that means keep each other warm.

Young birds of any of this genus may be bred up by band, if
the nests are taken as soon s the birds are fledged ; they may
be fed on the same kind of food recommended for the old ones,
feeding them as often as they chirp for food, and giving them as
much as they will take readily ench time, not forgetting to let a
drop or two of clean water fall into their mouth frequently ; the
neglect of this, I helieve to be the only reasom thal so fow people

can rear young birds. Those bred in this way are very tame | g0 - |
and familiar ; but I do not think them so hardy as those that aro |
» caught wild. v |

T believe ié has not been mentioned by any previous author,
that the birds of this genus moult, or clunge their feathers, more
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g or less, twiee in the year; in the summer or autumn before they
take their departure from this country, and agnin in the latter end
of winter, or before their arrival in spring ; this appears to be n
provision of nature, that their feathers may be rh"FEL!II.I]. glrong,
to assist them in their flight from one country to another. I scl-
dom find that they suffer any inconvenience from moulting, ns
birds in_general are supposed to do; the only thing to guard
ngninst, is to be careful that they do not get chilled with eold,
but to keep them rather warmer at that time than they generally
are; 1 fnd nothing of more real benefit to them, than to place
them out in the sun as often as possible, which brings out their
feathers very quickly,

These birds are sometimes troubled with warts, or swellings
on their fect, partionlarly in cold weather, which makes them
lame, and sometimes it ivritates them so much, probably from its
itehing, that I have known them pull off their claws ; but this is
easily remedied, for when they are observed to be lame, il o little

: fresh butter be rubbed on their feet, or, what is a great deal bet-

ltm-, a small quantity of cold eveam, it will cure them nlmost imma-

diately. I have cured them in a very short time, even when

their feet have been swelled very much, and full of knots, or

warts.  If by accident they hufpeu to break off a claw or toe, it

- is best tosoak it directly in Freeman's Bathing Spirits, which
stops the blood immediately, and soon heals the wound.

lpn!sn find that their general food, which is braised hemp-seed
and bread, is apt to become dry on o summer's day, particularly
if the cages are placed out of doors ; it must then be moistened, or
the birds will not eat of it, as they always prefer it very moist ;
it had better be a little over-moist than too dry. I also lind that
they are fondest of their meat, when mixed up with the bruised
hemp-seed and bread, which should be eut up in small picecs,
nut seraped with a knife, as is generally done ; a little very fresh
might be given occasionally, which they will sometimes prefer as
a change; the change of food I consider of the greatest impor-
tance, both as to keeping them in 1 health, and raising their
spirits to make them sing; nearly the whole of mine have been
in full song all the winter; the gl;muor part began to sing in
October, and the others in November.

Bird-fanciers penerally keep their Nightingales, or other birds
that they consider tender, in a close cape, with wires only iu
front, thinking it will h:r:qi'tlmm warm, nnd preeerve their health;
on the same prineiple I had my largest cage made, only with
green baize at the top, to keep them from injuring their hends
when on their passage; at the same time T had a less cage, wired
all round except on one side, and I wes surprised to lin that the
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birds wore always more healthy in that, than in the elose one,
where some of them were Brequently ill; and T generilly found
that when removed inlo the open éage, they soon recovered « T
therefore hind the elose one altered with wires at both ends and
front, and a close back, that there might be a free civeulation of
air, which I supposed the birds wanted : and sinee that time
they have all been in execllent health, T had observed hefore,
that the Nightingales always sing belter in an open cage than
in a close one.

I before mentioned, that a pan of water should be kept con-
tinually in their cage, that they might wash whenever they chose;
this is the ease with the greater part of them when old birds,
but it is very hurtful to young ones, as it is apt togive them the
eramp, and weaken them. 1 also find that the Wood-wren, Grass-
hopper-warbler, Sedge-warbler, and Reed-warbler, will wash so
much in winter, if the water is left continually in their eage, that
it will weaken them very much, and frequently canse their death,
1t is, therefore, best to give them water in something that they
can wash in, allowing them to wash about onee a week in thi—
winter, and that always in the morning of a fine dry day; they”
will then be able to clean and dry themselves in good tine.

Appitiosat.—The Hon. and Tev. Winniau Herveer says of .

the Sylvinde, * Milk, which Mr. Sweet recommends, I Lave
found very fatal to many of the soft-billed birds, and I never give
it, but the Black-caps do not seem to suffer from it, They are very
fond of o boiled carrot, mashed and moistened, or beet-root boiled
and mashed. A boiled earrot will keep fresh many days in o
basin of cold water, and is an excellent substitute for fruit in
feeding them. Boiled cabbage, cauliflower, green peas, are
good for them; all sorts of 1}115§in ra; a very little roasi meat,
mineed, I give them every day, and a ]ilt.lwolk of eig when it
suits, but it is not necessary. The standard food is hemp-sced
ground in a coffce-mill, and bread erumbs scalded and mashed
- up together, and fresh every day. They are very fond of ripe
pears and elder-berries, but the latter stain the coge very
Su:ltl 1: currants, cherries, honeysuekle, and privet-berries they
s0 like.”

Professor Rexwi1g saye— I have more than once given the
Black-cap and other birds a little milk by way of medicine, when
they appeared drooping or sickly, with manifest nd\'_uniugF."

ﬂ]la& been observed, that too much hemp-geed is prejudicial
to all birds in & state of confinement, frequently inducing blind-
ness, loss of voice, and pulmonary disease.

L8



Strvetvee oF Dinps,

Bigpa are described by Cuvien ns “ Oviparons, veriebrated
animials, with double eirenlation nnd respiration, organized for
flight. Their lungs are not divided, bat fixed to the vibe, and
are enveloped in a membrane pierced by great holes, which per-
mit the air to pass into many cavities in the chest, lower belly,
arm-pits, and even the interior of the bones ; so that the exterior
flwid not only bathes the surfuce of the pulmonary vessels, but
alzo the surfaces of an infinity of vessels of the rest of the body.
Thus, birds respive in somo respects by branches of their aorfa
as well as by those of the pulmonary artery, and the energy of
their irritability is in proportion to iheir quantity of respiration.
All their body is mranged to participate in this enerzy. Their
anterior extromities destined to sustuin them in fight, could
neither serve the purpese of standing or holding ; henee they
are biped, and take things from the ground with their mouth’;
thus their body is inclined before their legs, the thighs carry
rthem forward, and the toez are eloncated to form a sufficient
“base; the pelvis much extended in length, to furnish attach-
ment to the muscles which support the trunk on the thishs.
There is moreover a sot of museles proceeding from the pelvis to
the toes, and passing over the knee and heel, so that the weight
alone of the bird closes the toes, and thus they are enabled to
sleep perched om one foot.  The fschin, and especially the ossa-
pubiz, are elongated behind, and widen to lesve sufficient place
for the development of the cog.

“ The neck and the beak ave clongated, to reach the ground,
and the former has plinbility enough to be bent backward when
at rest. It has therefore many vertebrie, On the other hand,
the trunk, which supporls the wings, has very little motion ; the
sternum especially, to which are attached the museles which
lower the wings in flight, is very much extended, and has its
gurface incrensed, morcover, by a laminous projection in the
middle. Itis formed of five picces; one cenl'mﬂ of which the
laminous projection makes o pivot : two anterior lateral, for the
attachment of the ribs ; and two posterior lateral, for the exten-
tion of its surface. The degrecs of ossification of these last in
each speeies denotes the proportion of vieour for flight. The
Jurca produced by the union of the two efevicles, and the two
vigorous Ellprrrrts formed by the coracsid :r;mp.ﬂ‘_fses. widens the
shoulders ; the wing—sustained by the dumerys, iy the fore-arm,
and by the hand which is long, and has one digit, and the ves-
tiges of two others—carries along its whole length a range of
elastic quills, which greatly extends the surfaee which resista the
air. The quills adhering to the hand are called primary, and
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there are always ten ; those belonging to the fore-arm are ealled
secondary, and their number varies; the fieathers, less strong,
attached to the Awmerics, avevalled scapulur: the bone which
represents the thumb hus also cortain quills ealled bastards,

ey v § oL Asiiak

FRIMGELE ETI-T-FY A

The bony tail is very short, bul it hias nlso a range of strong
feathers, which by spreading, eontinue to support the biri-
their number is commouly twelve, but there are sometimes four
teen ; in the gallinaceous birds there are cighteen. :

The feet have o femnr, a tibia, and o peroncum, articuleted to
the femur by a spring, whose extension is maintained without -l
effort on the part of the muscles. The farsus and melatarsis
are represented by a single bone, terminated at the bottom by

three pulleys.

CTutehing Feel.
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There are generally three toes in front, and a thuomb belind ;
the latter is sometimes wanting ; and in the Martins i directed
forward, In the climbers, on the contrary, the external toe and

\ the thumb are directed backwards, The numhber of articulations
increases in cach toe, commencing with the thumb, which has
two, and finishing with the extrome toe, which lins five.

Walking and Bunning Feel.

T

Ring-Fhare.

Little Bustard.

Birds are in general covered with feathers, a sort of tequment
bost adapted to protect them from the effects of the rapiﬂ varid-
tions of temperature to which their movements expose them.
The air cavities which occupy the interior of their body, and
which even cccupy the place of marrow in the benes, augment
iheir specific lightness. The sternal portion of the ribs, like the
vertebral, is ossified, to give more foree to the dilation of the chest.

The egc! of birds are so disposed, as to enable them to distin-
guish objects both far and near equally well ; and 2 vascular
and folding membrave placed ot C;%c bottom of the globes, at
the edze of the crystalline, nssists probably in displacing that
lons. » anterior surface of that globe is moreover strengthened
by a cirele of bony pieces: and besides the two ordinary exe-
lids, there is always a third placed ab the internal angles, and
| which by means of a remarkable museular apparatus, 13 able to

cover the front of the eye like a curtain. E‘hn corpet 18 ve

eurved, but the erystalline is flat, and the vitreows humonr sm&]rf.

The ear of birds has but one little bone between the fympanum
and the oval aperture. Their ecocklee is o cone scarcely bent;
but their semi-cireular canals are large, and lodged in a part of
the skull, where they are surrounded on all sidea with air cavi-
tiea which communicate with the area. Night-birds alone have
a large pxternal ear, which, nevertheless, I8 not so prominent ns

D
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that of quadrupeds; this opening is generally covered with
barbed feathers, more Mrineed than the others,

The organ of smell, hidden in the base of the beak, has com-
mouly only three eartilaginous cornets, which vary as to their
complieation ; it is very gensible, although it has vo sines dug
into the skull.  The size of the csscous openings of the nostrils
governs the form of the beak; and the eartiloges, membranes,
feathers, and other teguments, which straighten these openings,
aave an influcnee on the strength of the smell, and on the sort of
nourishment.

The tongue has little mugeular substance, and is sustained by
a production of the Ayoid bone: it has but litile delicacy in the
majority of birds

‘he feathers, as well as quills, which dilfer from them only in
size, are composed of  stem, hollow at the base, and of barbs,
each having others much smaller; their tissue, their brightness,
their strength, and genceal form, vary infinitely, Touch must
be weak in all parts capable of it; and as the beak is almost
always corneous, and possessed of Little sensibility ; and the foes
are covered with seales on the upper side,”und with a eallous
skin underneath ; this sense must be but little efficacions in birds.

The feathers fall sometimes twice a year. In some species, ©

the winter plumage differs from that of the summer.  In general,
the female differs from the male, by colours less bright, and the
voung of both sexes resemble the female ; when the adult male
and female are of the same colour, the young have a dresa pecu-
liar to themselves,

The brain of birds has the snme character as that of other ver-
tebrated oviperous nimals; but is distinguished by a size in
proportion vory considerable, often excecding that of the same
organ in the mammalia. Tt is principally Lo tubereles, analogous
to the eorpore sfeiata, that the volume 13 referable, and not fo
the hemispheres, which ave very narrow, and without circumvo-
lutions, The eerebelfvn is large, almost destitute of lateral
lobes ; and almost entirely formed by the vermiform process.

The frackex of birds has its annulations entire ; at ila bifur-
cation is a glodiis, generally furnished with peenliar muscles, and
named thn‘Tower Jdarynz: 1t ia there that is formed the voice of
birds ; the enormous volome of air contained in the air-vessels
eontributes to the foree of their voice, and the trachea, by its
various form and movemcents, to the modification of the voice.
The upper larynx, very simple, has but little to do with this.

The lace, or upper beak of birds, formed principally by the
tutermazillaries, is prolonged backwards into two arcades, the
internal of which iz composed of the palatine bones, and the ex-
ternal of the mexrillarics and jrgals, and which are supported on
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a moveable fympanic bone ;s and on the upper part, this same
faee iz articulated, or united 1o the skull by elastio laminee ; this
mode of union leaves them, at all times, some degree of mobilit ¥
The horn which invests the two mandibles serves the place of
teeth, and is sometimes prickled, so as to represent them. Its
form, as well as that of the mandibles which sustain it, varies
“'{:““L‘]F- aceordiug to the nature of the food which ench species
takes,
_ The digestion of birds is proportioned to ihe activity of their
lifo, and the foree of their respiration.  The stomach is composed
of three parts; the erop, which is a folding of the wsophagus;
the skceentorial r-r.-mr.«*:'cga-, a membranous stomach, furnished in
the thickness of its surface with nymltitude of glands, the secre-
tion of which imbibes the food ; and finally, the gizzard, armed
with two powerful muzcles, which two radinied tendons unite,
and lined within with o cartilaginons conting, The food is
ground there the more easily, by the bird swallowing little stones
to augment the foree of the tituration. In n majority of specifs

_l-ﬂrhirh live only on flesh, or on fish, the muscles and ‘the surface
2 —of the gizzard are reduced to an extreme wenkness ; it has the

appearance of making only n single bag with the swecenforial
vendricle,  The dilation of the erop is also sometimes altogethor
wanting.

The liver turnz the bile into the intestines by two conduits,
which alternate with the two or three by which the pancreatie
fluid passes. The pancreas of birds is large, but their spleen is
small ; they have no epiploon, the uses of which are in part
supplied by the partitions of the air-cavities. Two appendages
are placed foward the origin of the reetim, and a short distanoe
from ibe mens; these are more or less long, according to the
food of the species. The herons have them very short ; other
genera, as the picd, are without them altogether.

Frery one knows the varied industry employed birds in
constructing their nests, and the tender eare they take of their
eggs and of their young; this is the principal purt of their in-
stinet. For the rest of their intellectual qualities, their rapid
passage through the different regions of the nir, and the lively
and eontinued action of this element upon them, enable them to
antieipate the variations of the almogphere in & manner of which
we can have no ides, and from which has been attributed to
them, from all antiquity, by superstition, the power of announcing
future events. They are not without memory or imagination,
for they dream; and every one knows with what faci ity they
ma.f be tamed, and may be made to perform different operations,
and repent certain airs and words.*

* See Griffith's Cuvier, vol. i, P 3.
D2
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Prvuvaae or Binps.

As in the popular study of birds, reference is mest frequently
made to the plumage, as distinotive of the several species, we
hiave thought it well to explain somewhat fully its nature and
construetion ; and this we eannot do mere lueidly and concisely
than in thewords of Mopie,* who illusirates his subjeet with the
following eut of the Garrulows Roller (Coriacins geerrnla); be-
pause, although rare as o British bird, it is one in which the
diflerent feathers are very distinetly marked, and the parts well
defined. The upper surlce is here only represented ; but as the
back is the most interesting part, and the ome most usually
noticed, this will be sutlicient for our present purpose,

* Mudie's Dritish Birds, vol, i,

L
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1. Is the ear coverf, which consists of corinin soft fonthers,
which cover the external organ of hearivg,  They vary consider-
ably in birds of different speeies, and on that aceount H'E_'F are of
eonsiderable use ag means of distinetion,

2. The scapulars, or feathers, which cover the shoulders and
shonlder-bones, and the places whore the Aumerd, or first bones
of the wing, answering 1o the bones of the human arm above the
elbow, are articnlated. They unite, without much distinction,
with the common feathers of the back, and along with those of
the wings and the sides. The scapular fenthers serve only as
clothing to the parts which they cover, but they form o thick,
and comparatively a downy eovering, which, while it admits of
ensy motion, preserves the important joints which it covers from
the varieties of the weather.

3. The bastard wing.—This consists of a greater or smaller
number of feathers, bearing some resemblanee to the quills of the
true wing. They grow from a little bone, which is united to
third or wrist joiut of the wing; and they, and the bones
“which they are supported, are generally strong in proportion fo
the power of flicht in the bird. Indeed, there is generally a de-
velopment of ‘all that part of the wing which corresponds to the
hand, proportional to the power of flying. Thus, in the wing of
the der Faleon, which may be considerced as the bird of finest and
most graceful flight, the thumb consists of two distinet bones,
and even o marking, as if the last two were united ; and the four
fingers may be traced, the first in a long bone, the second in a
gmall one, and the third and fourth in two ribs, united by a ver
thin plate of bone. The use of the bastard wing is not very well
known, because the action of the ditferent parts of the wing,
during flight, is not casily observed ; but it s probable that it
prevents the wing from turning upwards, and even gives the

oint of it a downward motion, in the contrary direction to that
it which the wing is moved, and thus propels 1t forsward.

d. The Jesser wing-coverts.—These are the first parta of the
plumage of the wings, which in all birds take the form of definite
and firm feathers. There are generally several rows of them;
and there are wrder-corerfs, which answer to them, and line the
under or inner side of the wings, but these are more slender and
downy in their consistence, and, generally speaking, they have
less colour, ;

5. The greater wing-coverts.—These lie under the lesser ones,
and are still larger and sironger, siretching a considerable way
over the quills or flying feathers, and being supports to these for
a greater part of their length ihan the lesser coverts.  They are
algo much stronger, in pm]{mrrhcnl to the coverta which anawer to
them on the under-sides of the wings.
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6. The primaries, ov prineipal quills.  These form the termi-
nation of the wings, and are the strongest Teathers on the bmi
They rige from the hand, or that portion of the wings which is
below the wrist joint, aud which, though it sometimes containg
three distinet bones in its length, is froquently called the first
(or third) bone of the wing, These feathers are numbered in
order ; the outer one, or that which is forembat in the expanded,
or lowest in the closed wing, is the first. Considerable differences
in the form of wings avise from the varions lengths of the feathers;
and these are aecompanied by corresponding variations in tho
style of flight. If the frstor second of these feathers be the
longest in the wing, {an:l when the second 8 longest the first
comes underneath and supportsit,) the bird can turn in the air
with greater ease than with any other form of wing. Birds
whicl Ak flying, or catel their prey while on the wing, whether
they eatch other birds, as the Falcons, or inscets us the Swallows,

ve their wings of this construction. The Pigeons, which are
also birds of exeellent wing, have the second feathier longest ; bu
the Lapwing, which is remurkable for the variety of its motions
in the air, has the longest feathers far into the wings,

7. The secondaries, or second quills of the wing. They arise
from that part of the wing which is commonly ca I;fcd the second
bone, and which answers to the fore-nrm in man, They come
from it towards the wrist joint, and admit of a folding of the
wing between them and the primaries, when the wing is closed.
When the wing is open they sometimes appeay o continuation of
the snme curve with the primaries, and at other times they form
a distinet curve of their own.

B. The fertiaries, or third quills of the wing. They ariso chicfly
from the snme bones as the secondaries, but nearer to the elbow
joint. In some birds, especially those which are in the habit of
running very swiltly with the wings partially opened, the ter-
tiaries arc often g0 long, and come so to o point, that the bixd
appears a8 if it had four wings, or rather had a double wing on
each gide. This form of wing answers some important purposes
in their eeonomy. :

From the manner in which the several coverts support each
other and the quills, the wing is a finer combination u]E ighiness,
strength, elasticity, and stiffucss, than eould be produced by any
other means. These coverts support, and admit ef motion upo
ench other, not unlike that which takes place in a conch-spring,
which is about the best of our mechanieal contrivances for ren-
dering motion emooth and free from jolts, at the same time that
the compound spring ia much less liable to be broken than if it
were formed of a single piece of metal.

9, The rumpfeathers and wpper foil-coverts. The first of

. §
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these are a continuation of the covering of tho back ; and the
second support the tail feathers on the upper side, and are strong
in proportion, as these are adapted for action in fAying. In birds
which use the tail as the means of support in fixing themselves
upon upright surfaces, as is the case in the Wood eckers, the
upper tnil coverts are TOry strong and elose, and so thick 18 their
array, a5 to give that organ the same stifness as a powerful
wing. In those birds, also, which have to take wing from the
water, and et have not the feet webbed and p]ut-eﬁ far back-
wards, go 88 to support them when rising, the tail-coveris are
pecaliarly strong, in order io support the tail feathers, which
are the {ri:wlpui Sielera from which the bird gets into the air,

10. The vent frathers and wnder tail-coverts, which cover the
hinder part of the bird ; and in those birds in which the tail
feathers are lone and stiff, and much used in the act of flying,
support the under side of these feathers, in the same manner as
the under-coverts support the quills of the wings. In those biﬁz
which have o habit of flirting up the tail, the under-coverts
longer and stronger thon in these which lave no such habit.

The fail feathers vequire no reference.  They vary much in
their numbers and length, and also in the form of their termina-
tions, and the motions which the bird ean communicate to them.
In some hirds the whole, or, at least, great part, of theso feathers
appear to be merely ornamental, which of course means nothing
more than that their uses have not been observed. In general,
however, they act both as a rudder in flying, and as a means of
directing the motion upwards or downwards, Analogy would
indeed lead us to suppose that their chief use is in the upward
and downward motion, becanse their greatest surface is gener::'l];:
horizontal. The analogy is further confirmed h}]‘r the faet, that
many of the low-flying birds have the breadth of the closed tail
in the vertical plane, though these also can, in general, spread it
out like a fan when they fly.

The other featliera are to be considercd rather as the elothing
of the bird than as active instruments in its flight, or as ouxiliaries
in its motions upon the land or the water. But still they are
not less worthy of notiee, both in the distinguishing of one bird
from another, and in tracing how well all the parts of birds are
adapted to their general habits and their haunts. These ordinary
rc-nt!imrs are imbricated—that iz, they are placed one over the
edges of two—as slates or files are in a covering of a voof. By
means of this arrangement, all the parts of the bird are equally
feathered, and so they are equally proof fo the action of the at-
mosphere, The lines in which the several rows of feathers arc
placed, form very curious curves, and their shafts diverge or

-
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converge 20 naturally, nnd with so perfeet agreement, to the sur-
fuew which they cover, that no line of separation can be traced,

The feathers of birds, the eoverings of the featherless parts,
and even the beaks and claws, are all, chemically speaking, formed
of nearly thie same materials ; and nearly the same with the hair
and cuticle of all animals, and even with the epidermis which
covers living shells.  This material is conrulated albumen, or
nearly the sume substanee as white of ege when consolidnted b |
Lieat, in which state it better resists the action of water than al- |
most any other fexible substanee.  This substance is, especially !
in the upper or more coloured and glossy part of the feathers, :
combined with oils and metallic substances in very minute por-
tions ; but in the dowh and (he light-coloured feathers it is nearly
pure,

The wndor part of the clothing feathers, and also a small por-
tion of almost all feathers near the tube or barrel, consisis of
dgwn, but the exposed surfoces, even of the softest feathers, are
smoothed so as to throw off the water. Thia is the case even in
those water-birds which pags the greater part of their time with
the under part of the body immersed in water. On them, the :
down is abundant in proportion as the habits of the birds expose
them to cold ; and the external surfuce iz waterproof, from iis
rlossy texture, and (possibly F) also from the il with which the
bird ancints it by means of its bill: but in all birds there is an
external surface, adapted to prevent decomposition, and an inner
downy matter, as o protection arainst changes of temperature. .
The down is partly on the root-ends of the feathors, and partly
on the skin in the intervals between them, but- the material is in
all cases substantially the same; the diflarence is in the form, or
in the eolour, which generally approaches nearer to white in the
down than in the feathers. When the bird remaing all the year
round in situntions where there are great differences in the heat
of the sensons, the down increnses in quantily during winter ;
and when birds of o wormer climate are domesticated o a colder
one, they become more downy. The form which the down as-
gimes 18 often characterisiie of the lLabits of the bird. In the
Ostrich there is none ; in some birds it is o meve tuft at the origin
of the webs, in others it is a second feather oviginating there ;
and there are all the intermediaste states in different birds, and
very considerable seasonal differences in the same bird.

Eiﬂ'emﬂt. birds find their food in different states, both of the °
atmogphere and the waters; and very beautiful corresponding
differences in their plumage may be traced.  The plumage upon
the Raven, which braves the storm in the wilds, iz very different
from that of the gallinaceous or poultry races, w]:ticﬂ a_ slight
shower drives to their cover or theirpereli; and Ducks and nL’fmr
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are required of them, They are also apt to be lroken or torn
in the flights, the wars, and the Inbours of lieir owners. They
are therefore periodically shed and reproduced ; and the repro-
duction wsually takes place in such a way, so that the bird shmll
be in best feather at the very time when it has the greatest
labour to perform.

The resident native bivds of countrics where the heat of 1he
year is comparatively uniform, moult gradunlly, and the same
may be f‘“ﬁl{‘”“]"-'ﬂ! that have their liawits in regions that are
always eold, and where the food is compuratively limited.  Such
birds are seldom so dennded of featliers as to b unfit for pretty
vigorous flight, Dirds which migrate from region to region moult
more periodically ; and in places where the migration is exten-
sive, it will perhaps be found, wpon further exwmination, that the
bird moults twice in & year, though in most instances the spring
moult is less general than the autwmnal ene, being in man
birds, the males cepeeially, rather o change of eolour than of all
the feathers, 1ﬁﬂﬁ-‘= which migrate polarly, ov for the purpose
of breeding, generally receive their nuptinl colours, il not theie
plumage, after they arrive; but when they migrate equatorially, > %
they change their plumage before they begin their journey. Tii-u
vernal change in the plumage of birds is owing to the same cause
as the change of their voices, from the chirp or ery to song ; and
in a state of nature the two cease together,

Hamitar axp Mienation or Binps#

Tue habitat of birds is not circumscribed within such narrow
limits az that of quadrupeds, beeause, by means of their wings,
they can traverse more space, and even cross the seas. The
aquatic birds, by alternate flying and swimming, can proceed to
the most remote countries,  Nevertheless, cach specics adopts a
country, chooses a elimate suitable to its nature, and when the
change of seazon obliges it to seek, under new skics, a country
analogons to its former one, it is but for a scason, These bir
always return to their favourite country at the senson of repro-
duction, The Stork,indeed, has two separate broods, one brought
forth in Europe, and the other in Exypt.

Birds, generally spenking, appear to- belong move to the nir
than to the earth. They constitute moving republics, which
traverse the atmosphere at stated periods, in large bodies. These

# bodies perform their aérial evolutions like an army, crowd into
close column, form into triangle, extend in line of battle, or dis-
rse in light squadrons. The carih and its climates las less
influence on them than on quadrgpeds, beepuse they almost

* Abridged from Griffith's Cuvier, vol. vi. p. 19,
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in hot climates, and the summer in eold. The continunl inter-
change of birds establishes a communication between all eoun-
trics, and keeps up a sort of equilibrium of life. The bird pass.
ing in summer from the eq:luij:mctiﬂ.i climates to tho cold regions
of the north, and agrin in winter from the les towards the
oquator, knows, by an admirable instinet, the winds and the
weather which are favourable to his voynge. He can long forescoe
tll.}‘ approach of frost, or the return of s]n‘ing. and learns the
geience of meteorology from the element in which hie almost con-
stantly lives. He needs no compass to diveet his course through
the empire of the clouds, the thunder, and the tempest; and
while man and beast aro ereeping on the earth, he breathes the
ure air of heaven, and soars upwards nearer to the spring of
av. He arrives at the term of his voyage, and touches the
hiozpitable land of his destination. He [inds there his subsistence
prepared by the hand of Providence, and & #afe asylum in the
; grove, the forest, or the mountain, where he revigils the habita.
tion he had tenanted before, the scene of his former delights, the
<~ eradle of his infancy. The Stork resumes Lis anciend tower, the
Nightingale the solitary thicket, the Swallow his old window, and
the Redlreast the mossy trunk of the same cak in which he for-
merly nestled. All the volatile species which disappear in the
winter do not, therefore, change their climate. Some retive into
remote places, to some desert eave, some savage rock, or ancient
forest, from whenee they sally at the close of winter, and spread
themselves through the country.

Ctther families of birds do not, properly speaking, emigrate.
They content themselves with approaching the southern elimates,
in proportion as they are pursued by the cold. The species
ealled prratie, such os the Greenfinches of the Arvdennes, Larks,
Ortolans, other frugivorous races, and especially Pareots, go in
troops begging, ns it were, their subsistence on the passage.
Others follow the track of eultivation, and spread themselves in

rtion with the habitations of men.

f the birds which emigrate every year, some depart in sufumn
and return in spring, while others depart in spring and return in
antumn. Our ingectivorous races, and many granivorous, finding
nething at the beginning of winter but a scil deprived of its

. roductions, presenting every where the image of desolation and
' death, are necessitated to betake themselves to more favoured
ﬂ climes. Those which, throngh negligence or weakness, remain
behind, drag out a Hli.lcruhﬁzu exisienee, and constanily perish

from famine in.ihe midst of froat and snow,

As our summer hirds abandon us towards the close of autumn,
we receive, at the same time, fresh supplies of feathered hordes

. ‘ always live in similar degrecs of lemperature, poassing the winter
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from the populons north. When the weather grows dull, we
st passing throwgh the misty aiv laree detachments of Wood-
vocks, of Lapwings, and of Plovers : these are followed by trian-
ilar bands of Cranes, Storks, of Teal, of Wild Geese, and Ducks.
hey delight in inundated fields, or reedy marshes, or spread
themsclves in the ghdes of humid and denuded woods.  They
continually utter f%nummus and melancholy eries, in accordanee
with the bleak and wintry seene around them. It is o most
eurious circumstance to observe that the Cranes leave and return
every year, with marvellous cxactness, on the same days.

The Palwipedes and Gralle come to us every winter from
the northern elimates, whither they are driven by the ice, and
veturn in epring to their cold and humid Labitations. The in-
gectivorous and grapivorous races relurn with the flowers and
fine weather, from southern rogions, to their native eountry,
allured by the expectation of renewed enjoyment and sbundant
food. Tt is at the periods of the cquinoxes that these great
voyages of birds are performed. These ave also the periods of -
great winds, as if nature had intended that the birds should ba
thus assisted in their dight. The eold which drives the birds of -
the polar recions into more temperate climates, sends those of
temperaie climates into the ot countries. But on the first indi-
cation of summer the hot climatea send back to the temporate
theie adrial inhabitants, and the temperate send back to the cold
regions their native tribes. Thus there is a general concentra-
tion of birds towards the torrid zone in winter, and o general
dispersion towards the poles in summer,

The triangular fizure which migrating birds adopt in their
flight is the most favourable for cutting the sir. ThnF:ir:l laced
at the point is the most fatigued of the entire band ; accordingly
ench takes this place in turn, The migrations of fishes are con-
ducted in the snme manner: the most robust places himself at
the head ; the other males follow, and the females and young
come last, When the ranks of the Storks are broken by the
wind, they condense into a cirele; they do the same when
aitacked by an Eagle. Thus it appears that whatever the migra-
tions of hirds ma;iT:c, yet do they all adopt a peeuline country—
each epecies has its distinet and never-varying febitaf, where af
a partienlar period of the year it may certainly be found, In
the study of the natural history of the feathered tribes, it is of |
great importance to remember this fact, and to note with exnet- I :

il

ness the times and seasons of departure and return.  Nothing is
more remarkable, nothing more truly wonderful in nature, than
the regularity and celerity of these annual migrations; the im-
mense extent of illimitable space which the birds traverse, guided
only by an unerring instinet; the intuitive knowledge which
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«  they reem to possess of the vory day and hour of departure : the
comumon consent with which they net, and the eertain appointed
order which they appear to preserve in their flight, all are evi-
dences that n higher wisdom than mere animal intelligence, or
than even human renson, nust diveet their motions.

Trnoursox, in his Nofe Rool of a Naturalist, has well ob-
gerved. * The migrotion of birds is one of the mast interesting
Teaturez in the ceonomy of pature, whether s regards the great
diversity of species it embraces, or the mamner and seasons in
which it is performed. With respect to those which arrive in the
autumn, and leave again as soom us epring returns, there is less to
womder at, and theve 1s less degroe of instinet displayed. The dif-
ferent wild fowl, nnd some few land birds, whose habitat is preu-
Harly in the north of Europe, travel sonthward ouly as they are
driven on_in search of food by the rigour of winter, They have
no fixed destinations, and are mostly on the move from apot to
spot, many of them in flocks, na the “circumstances of food and

- safety influence them ; and notwithstanding the vast flights which

Hig‘mtu to this country, it must be borne in mind that, perhaps

~= " without an exception, there is not oue of the varieties which is
ot to be found as indigenous, That the Wild Fowl] should prefer
the solitudes and morasges of the north for the purpose of breed-
ing is natural ; but that Larks, Fieldfares, Thrushes, &e. should
leave # country at the moment when the supply of food would
appear to be inexhaustible, is indeed surprising, and can only be
secounted for by looking to higher causes.

The Swallow tribe, and many other species of birds, migrate
without any apparent ostensible cause, leaving climates in every
respect adapted to thein habits, for those which can offer them
at the best but a short and precarious season ; unless, indeed, they
come ad humble instruments of an n]l-d.i.rnclin[il Providence, to
save us, as it were, from ono of the plagues of Egypt, by rid-
ding us of the myriads of flies which would otherwise infest ns,
The distribution of other migratory birds leads to this belief :—
Storks, for instance, which rarely visit this country, are nime-
rous throughout Germany and Holland, where frogs abound.
The benefit they confer is so great, and so much appreciated,
that T.T::::,' are especiall tected, and a fine i3 imposed on the
destruciion of them. %‘Eﬁe birds, the Swallow tribe, and some

- athers, return to their old accustomed quarters with each sue-

ﬂ ceeding spring, reoccupying the old spot, and, indeed, the old

-

nest, should it not have been destroyed in the interim. The
instinet which drivea them across the waters is almost lesa to b
wondered at than this effort of memory, for it can be called by
no other name. ;

Of all the phenomena connected with migration, one of the
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most interesting is, that eertuin land bivds leave ng in the spring
to nidificate in other conntrics,—a et to be nccounted for only
by leoking 1o higher conses. The regions of the East would,
doubtless, supply the Swallow with food mexhaustible throngh-
out the vear; ihe Mightingale, and other warblers, would find
oo diflienlly in supplying their wants in those genial climea ; and
yot, urged by an irresistible and vegularly recurring impulse,
they launch forth on 8 wearisome and perilons voynge to fulfil
their Ligh mission. The same |:rlm-ipF!t~ must apply to those
birds which hylbernate with us. The cone of the fir-tree is
nearly as abundant as in the north, and yet the Cross-bill, Haw-
finch, and Chatterer, leave ns; berries are as plentiful, and snll
the Fieldfare and Redwing reiurn in flocks.  As resards the ie-
sectivores, 1 believe them 1o be commissioned by an all-wise and
all-beneficent Providence, to free us from the erowd of insecls
which would otherwise infest our dwellings, and destroy the
labours of the field ; and how greatly do they add to our enjoy-

———

ments and feclings of cheerfulness by their beauty, mﬂtmﬂk{

and melody ! May not the return of the migratory birds to the”
north be designed for the same purpose P for how vast would be
the nbstraction from our enjoyments, were our woods and hedge-
rows silent ond tenantless.  If our more southern winier is
gladdened and enlivened by these sportive and happy beings,
the vernal and summer delights of the inhabitants of the less
genial regious of the north are inereased, and the privations of
winter, in n measure, compensated for by their return.” ;
The fllowing very suggestive remarks on this head, are from
Kxare's Jowenal off @ Natwralist. * We know that all young
ereatures require particnlarly, compounded nutriment during
their infant state ; and naiure (Divine Providence), as far as we
are pequainted with it, has made in every instance provision for
a sup“-{}- of fitting aliment. In muny instances wEm:c the re-
moval of station could not be eonveniently accomplished, instinct
has been given the parent to provide the fitting aliment for its
new-born young. ‘Fhuﬂ, inseels, in some cases, store their cells
with food, ready for the animation of their progeny ; in others,
lace their erps in such situations as will afford it when they are
]:ut{']ll:d. The mammalic—at least the quadrupeds belonging to
this clazs,which counld least conveniently move their station—have
supplies given them of a milky secretion for this purpose. Birds
have nothing of this nature, and insects no provision for their
voung ; but they, of all ereaiures cxce e, ean seek what
may be required in distant stations with most r“""h?‘- A suf-
ficiency of food for the adult parent may be found in m-r-;rz
elimate, yet the aliment necessary for its oflepring may no
Countries, and even counties, produce insects that er, if not

g
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in specics, ﬂt_h'ﬂ-‘t in mumbers ; and many voung hirds we ean-
not suceeed in rearing, or do it very partially, by reason of our
inorance of the requisite food.  Every one, who has made the
attempt, well knows the various ex redients he has resorted to—
of boiled meats, bruised seeds, IILLI.‘J ez, boiled rice, and twenty
other substances, that nature never presents—in order to find
diet that will nourish them: but Mr. MoNTAGUE'S failure in
being able to raise the young of the Cirl Bunting, (Linnean
r.i-':l"rh'.l.'n_:. vol. vii.) until he discovered that they required grasshop-
pers, 18 a suflicient instance of the manifest necessity there is for
a peculiar food in one period of the life of birda; and renders
it probable that, to obtainn certain aliment, the Willow Wren
and others of the inseet and fruit-feeding birds, direct their
flight to distant regions, and is the principal cause of their mi-
'arl'-'lnl'lfl'll..

* It is some stimulus like this which urges that little creaturs,

the Golden-crested Wren, that usually only flits from tree to tree,
- und never attempts upon common decasions a longer flicht, to tra-
erse the distance from the Orkneys to the Shetland Isles, over
~==stormy seas that admit of no possible rest during its long pas-
sage of about fifty miles ! there it Lreeds its young ; but this
one object accomplished, it leaves those isles, dares ngain its
tedious flight, and secks a milder clime.  With us it nover mi.
grates, lives much in our fir groves during the winter, and brecds

in our shrubberies in summer,

* Peculiar necessities, such as these, may indite the migration
of many birds; but that certain species, which lead solitary
lives, or associate only in very small parties, should at stated
periods congregate from all parts to one spot, and there hold a
council on a removal, in whicl the very sexes oceasionally sepa-
rate, is one of the most extraordinary procedures that we meet
with among animals.” Extraordinary indeed | may we not, in
this, as in all the phenomena which we beliold i the world of
animated nature, troce the superintendence of an all-wise and
benevolont Creator, by whose direction it is that * ihe Stork in
the heavens knoweth her appointed time; and the Turtle, the
Crane, and the Swallow, ohserve the period of their coming,”
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CLASSIFICATION OF BIRDS.

“ Op oll the classes of animals,™ observes Covik, * thal of
birds is the most strongly marked, and that in which the species
have the greatest resemblonee, and which is l-'vp:trulﬂl from all
the others by o wider interval. This fact, however, renders it

more diffieult to subdivide them.”  And out of this diflieuliy, we

may add, has arigen an almost endless variety of systems, each |1
naturalist endenvouring to establish that mode of arrangement b
which seemed 1o lim the most convenient and distinetive. 1133 not [
our intention to enter into the particulars of these voripus me- [
thods of arrangoment, tlirough the labyrinths of which the stu- )

dent of natural history lus froquently to pursue a particular
gpecieg, until he becomes fairly bewildered, but :m-:n:ll_\' to give
the outlines of those which lave been most generally followed
and ||..;]-;_|p1q_~l], on secount of their obvious u{ll‘u!]lﬂr{t&i.

WILLOUGIHDEY AND Ba¥'8 SYSTEM.

We have placed these two together becanse they are essen-
tially alike; Iay in Lis synopsis having followed, with but little
varintion, the method of the older naturalist, which method is,
it fact, the basis of most of the systems founded oo extersal
charaeters. By these celebrated British naturalists, birds are '
geparated iuto two grand divisions, termed Land Fowl, and i
Water Fowl; in the first division we liave two sub-divisions, o
the former having crooked beaks and talong, and including '
not only the Kagles, Hawks, Vultures, Owls, &o., but also i
the Shrikes, Birds of Paradise, sund varions members of the
Parrot tribe: and the latter with the bill and elaws not so
much curved; and here are included all the rest of the land
birds, 1nthesecond division we find also two sub-divisions, viz.
such as frequont water or watery places for their food, but having
cloven feet. cannot swim ; and such as are web- footed, and there-
fore pood swimmers, The birds in this syatem are divided into
pumerous groups, in accordanee with some peculinrity of habit,
vonformation, or colour of plumage even ; but these we need not
particularize.

THE LINNEAN 8Y3TEM

We place next, because it is that to which reference is most fre- |
uently made by writers on natural history ; Pexxaxt and
'ﬂ,,rru_au both adopted it with slight modifications, and on it is
founded that of Cuvier. According to this system, birds o
distributed into six orders :—1st. Adecipitres, or ]'i:'[uwlw. ineludi
all those birds commonly called rapacious, such as Eagles, ¥
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tures, Faleons, Owls, &e. 2d. Piew,or Lies, divided into those with
feet formed for perching, for climbing, for walking ; here we
have the Magpie, the Juckdaw, the several members of the corvus
" or Crow tribe, &e. dd. Anseres, or Geese, divided into those with
bill toothed, and bill without teeth. 4th, Gralle, or Waders,
v divided into these which have feet four-toed and threo-toed.
1 Gth. Galline, or Poultry. Gth. Passeres, or Sparrows, which
i order has four divisions, viz.: those with tho Lill thick ; the upper
mandible somewhat hooked at the pgint; upper mandible notched

near the end; bill straight, simple, tapering.

CUVIER'S BYSTEM,

Here, too, we have six orders of birds, and subdivisions grounded
as in the above system, mainly on the organs of food and pre-
hension, that is, the beak and toes ; the arrangement, however,
4 ia somewhat different, and the orders more subdivided. 1st. Birds
i QE Prey, with strong hooked beak and sharp claws, divided into
those which fly by day—as Engles, Hawks, Vultures, &e.—and
}rﬁaat‘ which fiy by nlg{it, ps Owls, &e. 2d. Climbers, with two
toes or claws, before and behind, as Woodpeekers, Cuckoos,
Parrots, &e. 3. Gallinaceows Birds, with a strong thick bill,
nostrils large, and covered by a _cartilaginous seale, and tocs
arily united at the base, as Peacocks, Pheasants, Common Fowls,
i’m"tﬁdgt‘s, Pigeons, &e. 4th. Passerine Birds, without any of
the charneteristica above mentioned, divided into those with the
beak notehed on either side, as Buteher-birds, Flyeatchers, Chat-
terers, Thrushes, Nightingales, Warblers, &e.; those with tho
mouth opening very far back, as Swallows, Gontsuckers, &e.:
those witlil a strong conical unnotehed beak, as Larks, Titmice,
Buntings, Linnets, Rooks, &e. ; those wilh n slender eurved beak,
as Hoopoes, Creepers, Humming-birds, King-fishers, &e. 5th.
TWaders, with long naked legs, divided into those with wings
unfitted for flying, ns ostriches ; with very short or no hind toe,
as Bustards, Plovers, Lapwings ; with o long broad, strong, and
enerally sharp beak, as Cranes, Herons, Storks; with a long,
elender, curved beak, as Curlews, Snipes, Woodeocks, &e.; wi
very long toes bordered by membrane, as Rails, Coots, Flamingoes,
So. Bth. Swimmers, with webbed feet, divided into these with the
legs very mear the tail, na Divers, Auks, Penguing, &e. ; with
very long powerful wings, as Petrels, Gulls, Cormorants, &e. ;
i g~ with a large fleshy tongue and a thick beak, covered with o

_Ix softizh skin, and finely notched at the edges.
BRIBSON'S SYSTEM
Te a purely artificial one. It is composed of twenty-six orders, .
and ¢me bundred and fifteen gencra.  The birds are classed :— .
B
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1st, sceording to the presence or absenee of the membranea
uniting the toes, and aceording to the greater or less perfection
of such membrane, where it does oxist; 2d, according to the
number and dizposition of the toes; and 3d, according to the
form of the beak, The birds whose toes nre without membranes
compose the lirst seventeen orders.  Those which have four tocs,
anid the legs covered with feathers to the heel, are contained in
the first fourteen. Those which have the four toes separated
from their commencement are confined to the first thirteen.
Those which have three antorior toes and one posterior are con-

fined to the first twelve. The last nine orders are composed of r
birds whose toes are furnished with membranes in their entire ||'|
length, &

TEMMINCE'S SYSTEM, : l

Which was published in 1820, is founded -upon the manners
and organization of birds. It contnins twenty orders, which are
aa follows :—Ist, Ropaces, or Birds of Prey ; 2d, Omnivores, or
General Fooders ;  3d, Tnsectivores, or Insect-eaters; 4th, Gras
-'"'::m?,‘ oF Grnin.ml‘gru,'r E[ll. Z@pdﬂct&rﬁ, ].'lﬂ'i"i.l.lg two toes bEfﬂm L
and two behind ; 6th, Anisodectyli, with three before and one |
behind ; 7th, Alcyones, or Haleyons ; Bth, Chelidones, or Swal-
lows : 9th, Columbe, or Pigeons; 10th, Galline, or Pouliry ;

11¢h, Alectorides, or Cock-like; 12th, Cursores, or Runners; i
13th, Grallatores, or Wadera ; 14th, Pirnafipedes, with only the
rudiments of webs between the toes ; 15th, Palmivedes, or web- i

footed; 16th, Fuertes, with wings uniit for fight.

TIE QUINARY EYSTEM |

Is =0 called beeanse the species are divided into gronps of five, i
Taving eertain common characteristics or affinities. The leading [
divisionz, or orders, are as follows :—1. Rapfores, Birds of Prey, A
including Vultures, Taleons, Owls, &e. ; 2 Fncessores, Perchera, ,
divided into Cleft-bills, Toothed-bills, Conie-bills, Slender-bills,

and Climbers: 3. Rasores, Scratchers, as Doves, Pheasanta,

Grouse, Oatriches, &e.; 4. Grallatores, “Waders, a8 Cranes,

Herons, Snipes, Rails, Plovers, &c.; 5. Nofafores, Swimmers,

including most of the Aquatic Birds. These ordoers are divided |
and subdivided into Tribes and Familics of five, but some of the
links of the chain which Mz, Vicous has ingeniously eonstructed .
are yet wanting,

e beauty and convenience of this system mmst be ae-
knowledged, as well as the classic taste and lenrning displayed in ~ B
the nomenclature ; but will it bear the test of farther rescarch into )
the as yeb comparatively unexplored ficlds of natural history P !
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“We hope that it may, but our hope is mingled with fear.  After all,

kowever, every clussifieation of living ereatures mnde or attempted,

must be, to a certain extend, nriiliciol ; a2 MaccrnLiveay well

vbserves : * Species only exist in nature ; and geners, families,

orders, and all other groups, ave merely ideal associations made

for convenience, and therefore move or loss arbitrary.” A system

of classification we must have, or how are we to arrange, in any-

thing like available order, the immense secumulation of facts

which preceding naturalisis have collected, nud to which additions

are Lln]h}‘ being made?  1ow are we to know where to look for

particulars of o distinet specics, or to deposit o particular faet,

i there is no certain plaee assigued for it in the vest magazine

of natural history ;—uo class, no order of arrangement ¥ Like

the naturalist, Buflon, we would lay much grenter stress on fefs

than systems, but we would not, like him, abandon system alto-

gether, * because it aids the memory, and, if not conducted in o

manner altogether arbitrary, serves to show the actunl inter-ap-

ximation of beings in nature itself,"* Yes, a system we musi

& ve, but why twenty dillerent ones? This is o great obstacle

to the giudy of natural history, and should be remedied. In this,

as well as In every branch of physical seience, we want agree-

ment and uniformily in its prnl;usaura and medes of instruction.

We know that there are, in the case of birds especially, obvious

i difficultics in the way of one general method of clussification,

and great temptation to multiply systems, but we trust that they

may be eventually overcome ; and in the mean time, * the only

] alternative of the naturalist who desires to be useful is accuracy
of description.”t

In “ Selby’s Illustrations of British Ornithology,” 2 vols, Sve.,

will be found a well-armnged Synoptical Table of the Land and

. Water Birds of Britain ; and attached to each species is o very

' ebmplete list of synonymes, and works from whie thr.-f are taken,

extremely useful as references to the authorities which should be

consulted by the student in Ornithology, to whom may be re-

commended * Latham's General History of Birds;” * Donovan's

British Birds;" ** Selby's Complete British Orpithology ;” * Mudie's

Feathered Tribea of the British Islands;" * White's Natural

History of Belborne, edited by Jesse ;" and for Song Birds, espe-

cially, Bolton's beauntifully illustrated * History of Dritish Song

According to MacerrLrveay, the list of British Birds may be
divided as follows :—Permanently resident and breeding species,
T 143 ; summer birds which breed with us, 44 ; winter residents, 36;
stragglers from the north, 23; stragglers from the south and enst,
65 stragglers from the west, 19 ; total number of species, 320,

* Griffith's Cuvier, val. ¥i. p. 95. + Ih;:L
E




-
52 INTRODUCTION,

Respecting the System of Classification adopled in the present
volume, Brensreid thus writes :—

In treating of the history of Cage-Dirds, many differcnt
methods of classifying them presented themselves to my notice.
I might, for instanee, arrange them partly aceording to their
sizo—partly according to their peculiar gualities. T might
first huve espoken of those which delight the ear with their
somg, and then of those which we prize for the beauty of their
plumage. I might have divided them into foreign and indige-
nous species; or made a distinetion between those which are
tameable only when young, and those which may be tamed
when full grown. A3 none of these systems, however, seemed
to mo to possess any essential advantage over the other, T have
decided on one which will be found both clear and methodical.
It has moreover the advantage of being onalogous to that

system usually adopted in ornithological works, which renders o

% eomparison between the following and other accounts of

samo bird less difficult. I have only to mention, that birds ™

which possess common charncteristics, especially of beak and
claws, are arranged in the same species, and that eeveral ana-
logous species form an order. Thus the different kinds of Owl
belong to one species; while both Hawks and Owls are arranged
together under the order, * Birds of Prey.”




(A) LAND BIRDS.

I.—BIRDS OF PREY.*

Drmos of prey, which live en flesh, or by slaughter of othar
animals, have o curved, hooked beak, ond strong feet, with
sharp claws. These birds are used in falconry and bird-
catching ; as, for instence, many kinds of falcons are trained
to seize other birds; and as Owls are uwsed fo attract small
birds to the barn-floor trap, and Rooks to the decoy hut. As
hirds of prey neither sing nor learn to speak, are copious in
their exercments, and generally difficult to tame, it is not
probable that amateurs will often wish to keep them. There
are, however, three species, which, on account of their beauty,
facility of domestication, or engaging habits, form exceptions
to this rule, namely, the Kestnl, the White Owl, and the Little
Owl.

Apprtiovan—"Birds of this order,” eays MacoroLiveay,
“pecur in all countries, and are characterized by their rapacious
habits, solitary din;;?.qir_inn. great quickness of gight, and powerful
flight. They may be arranged in three families: Velturine, Fal-
comine, and Strigina, representatives of all of which occur in

ritain. Of the first, however, only n single individual is recorded
a8 having been obtained in England ; but of the sccond, nineteen,
and of the third ten species, he]nn%tn our Fauna,"  Raptrices,

X or Plunderers, is the term applied
others, to the present order of birds.

¥ Adecipitres.  Raubrisel, BecasTeix,

y this anthor, as by several
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INLAND BIRDS,
CAPABLE OF BEING TAMED WHEN OLD,
. 1. Tue Kesrrrr.

Falce Tinnsneulns, Lix.  Cressereils, Bur. Der Thurmfalke, Becm.

Description—The Kestril is as large as the collared Turtle-
dove, namely, sbout fourteen inehes in length, of which the tail
measures six inches, The folded wings cover twd thirds of the
tail: the beak is ten lines long, very much eurved, toothless, and
in colour of o bluish Black, The iris, the feet, and the naked
membrane above the beak noar the forehead, which is called
the cere, are yellow; the fbot, 1. e. the naked part from the
tocs to the first joint, is two inches high. The female is not
only one third larger than the male, but, as is common among
birds of prey, quite distinet in colour. They are both hond- §
somo birds.  Inm the male the top of the head and the tail are’
light grey, the under part of tﬁﬂ latter being marked with 4
broad black stripe; the back and the wing coverts a ted brick
polour with black epots; the under part of the body a rust |
rose eolour with longitudinal black marks; the leg and rump I
foathers of the same hue; the tail feathers dark brown, spotted
with white on the inner side.

In the female the back and wings are of a beautiful rust
eolour, with numerous black transverse stripes; the head light
reddish brown, also striped with blacks the tail similarly striped, I
having the same transverse streak at the end as the male. In
both, the peint of the tail is very pale in colour. [

JHabitat.—This bird is met with all over Europe, espe-
cially in such woody and mountainous regions as abound in
precipices, or ruined castles. It is o bird of passage, depart-
ing with the Larks in October, when it may be secn in couples,
hovering in the air over a mouse or a Lark. It returns in March.

If an old bird be taken, it must be kept in a wire cage, but
when reared from the nest, it may be allowed to run shout,
and to perch outside the window and fly out: for when once
aveustomed to dogs and eats, it is not disposed to leave the ;
house or barn in which it is confined. _ '

Fod.—When wild, it lives chiefly on small birds and miee ; '
in the absence of these, it is content with beetles and grass-
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hoppers. When confined, it is to be fod on birds, mice, nnd a
little fresh meat. If fod with fresh bird's flesh, or sheep's liver
- and lights, it becomes quite tame, and even if caught when
old, docs not ecem to desiro its liberty.

Breeding—The Kestril's nest is to bo found in ereviees of
rocks, high towers, mountuin castles, and lofty decayed trocs,
The cggs, yellowish red, with red and brown spots, arc gene-
raly five or six in number. At fivst the young are coverad
only with white down, and may casily be reared on chopped
meat ; they soon perch on the hand, learn to know their feeder,
and follow him whenever he calls,

Mode of Captfure—The old birds may be enught on the nest
at the time of feeding the young, with strong limed twigs.
Another mode is by placing what is called a Hawk-hasket, hav-
ing in it a Lark, or a mouse in a lure, in some gpot which the
birds frequent : Jthis trap is clevated on four stakes, and
Tesembles in appearance a common mest: safi ; four upright
posts are ect up in the ground at euch a distance, as to resem-
ble the legs of a moderately large table: they are concealed
near the ground by a board, and at the sides by a net; at the
top, on two sides, run iron rods, on which is fastened, by means
of rings, a net to cover the whole ; in the middle is placed a
treddle, connected with o picce of wood, to which is attached
a heavy weight. The Kestril sces the lure, flies into the bas-
ke, throws down the treddle, the weight falls, and druws the
net over him, and he is caught.

“Attractice Qualities.—This bird is rendered agreeable not onl ¥
by its plumage and his engaging habits, but also by its ringing
ery, ki, A, Hi, which it repeats in quick succession.  If
many, however, are together, the cry becomes wearisome. Tha
Kestril, like other birds of the same specics, may be trained
to the chase, and, s before said, may, when reared from the
nest, be aceustomed to considerable liberty, even when kept
in o large town. Care however, must be taken in September
and October, when these hirds migrate, not tolet the caplive be
in the open air all day, lest it be enticed away by its comrades.

 Appitrowan.—OF this, which iz one of the most COTMTION, 18
well a5 the most beautifel species of the British Faleonine, muny
interesting particulars are furnished-by Mupie, Maceiitivear,
YarneLL, and other naturalists, who have had bettor opporiu-
mities of cheerving its habits and characteristics than Becpsrery
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probably ever enjoyed. The first of these authorities describes
it s a sort of intermediate bivd between the Hawks snd Owle:
“Its onward flight,” he says, ** has not the dash and rapidity of
the former ; but its power of hovering over the same spot, in
defiance of the wind, is much greater, and when that is neces-
sary, it comes down in beautiful sii,'ic." This habit of hovering
for n while over o particular spot, has pained for the bird two of
the names by which it is p:hﬁ:u arly known in this country—the
Wind-hover, and the Stannel, or Stand-gale, as it 18 more correctly
pronounced. The bird is also sometimes called Ston-gale, Stom-
gale, Keelie, and Sparrow-hawl ; the latter appellation, however,
properly belongs to another bird of the same genus, the Faleo
nisus of Linx xos, the deeipiter nisus, of Macoriurveay, who in
his animated description of ihe Rapacions Birds of Britain, says
that *“The Kestril is casily tamed ; and according to WitLovanny
and others, was formerly employed by idle people for scizing
small birds and young Partridges.”

From a very curious work on F:ﬂr_'ﬂmlj, by DivE JULrax
Benxers, frequently reprinted in the fifteenth, sixteenth, and
seventeenth centuries, we learn that the Kestril ranked very low
as asporting bird. After stating that the Eagle, the Vulture, and
the Merlin of their natare belong to an emperor ; the Gyr faleon
and the Tercel toa king ; the Faleon-gentle and the Tercel-gentle
to n prince; the Sparrow-hawk to o priest; the Musket to a
holy-water elerk ; it concludes with nssigning the Kestril to a
knave or servant. Mupie spenks of it as * Much less bold and
noble in its hunting than the Merlin,” althonglh Burrox tells us
of the Cresserolle, s it 18 called in France, that it sometimes
carries off & Red Partridge much heavier than itself; and that it
often also catches Pigeons which straggle from the focks, while
ita most common prey, next to field mice and reptiles, is Spar-
rows, Chaflinches, and other small birds. That itis a great de-
stroyer of field mice, and therefore a friend to the agriculturist,
is clearly shown by Warerrox ; and SELeY relates some eurious
partioulars with regard to its fondness for coleopterous inseects,
which it seizes and devours while on the wing.

4 On his likrafing wing he was oft seen apart,
Anid appeared on his prey ever ready to dart,"

gays Jewwivas, in his Ornithologia, thus deseribing in a word
that habit of the bird to which allusion has been before made ; and

of which Gireert Wnite thus speaks: * The Kestril, or Wind- .

hover, has a peculiar mode of hepging in the air in one place,
his wings n!F the while being briskly agitated.” The Kestril
builds no nest for itself, generally appropriating the deserted
nest of the Crow or Magpie to its own use, laying four or five

———
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.
-pale reddish ergs.  When pinioned-i will climb up a eage side,
ke the Parrot, holding on by the bill. This bird is ensily tamod
when taken from the nest,” and frequently trained to pursue
small birds, such as Quails, Snipes, and Larks,

[ Mu. WaterTox is of opinion that a large proportion of those
bred in England leave it in the autumn, to join ihe immense
flights of Hawks which are seen to pass periodically over the
Mediterranean, towards the African coast.

2. Tur Wurre on Banx Owr.
Strir Flammea, Lixx., Effraire on Fresoie, By, Der Schlcierenle, Brcn

Deseription.—This handsome bird is about the size of a
Took, that is, fourteen inches long, of which the tail measures
five inches: the beak is one inch long, and white; the feet
are plumed with short feathers, the root of the foot being
two inches high ; the nails are blackish, that on the middle toe

}Wﬂg toothed on the inside; the countenance is enclosed in

. heart-shuped veil of white and chestnut coloured fenthiors ;

the iris is dark yellow ; the upper part of the body a reddish

ashen grey, which appears motiled, and is covered with lines

. of small Black and white spots like pearls; the under part of

the body is a pale reddish yellow with blackish spots; the quill

and tail feathers are a rusty yellow, with dark ashen grey irre-

gulnrd stripes; the first quill feather s strongly indented on the e
outside.

Habitat.—In Germany this Owl inhabits the moest popudous
towns and villages, old eastles, churches, barns, and similur
lurking places. When confined, it must be chained to a perch,
or kept in a large cage, as it kills and eats all small birds.

Food.—In o wild stato it foeds on mice.  When confined, it
may have mice and small birds given to it. At first it is un-
willing to cat, and in the breeding season is very difficult to
manage ; at any other time it is only necessary to put mice and
birds in the cage, with the certainty that the bird owill eat
them in the night, if undisturbed.

Breeding.—The nests are to bo found in crevices of old
walls ; the young birds arc more easily tamed than the old
ones,

-' Mode of Taming.—As they not only slecp in barns, but go
there to catch mice, they may eometimes, ond especially in
winter, be taken by putting a sack net before the sir-holes.
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Attractive Qualitiss.—The Barn Owl i o handsome bird, but
utters o mouwrnful ery, on which account country people have
designated it the bird of death,

Avmrtronar,—To this bird Maicoruiveay has given the name

of the European Screcch Owl, to distinguish it from an Ame- .
riean species with which it has often bLeen confounded. With

us it ia the most common bird of its fumily, and is known by the I
geveral pames of the Barn Owl, Chiurch Owl, Screoch Owl, White
or Yellow Owl, Howlet, Hoolet, and Gillihowter. The suthor ‘

above named gives the following nceount of its habits :—" Tho
Barn Owl choozes for his ]f!:u:u of repose some obscure nook in
an old building, the steeple of a clmrch, a tower, o dove-cot, or |
o hollow tree. There he remains from sunrise to sunsct, in a

nearly erect posture, with retrocted neck, and closed eyelids, ‘
dosing away the hours in which, from the structure of his eyes,

hie is unable to approach his prey, and waiting for the return of

twilight. If approached in this state, instead of flying off, he | |
raiges lLia feathers, hisses like an angry eat, clicks his bill, a !
thus threatens the intruder.  Should he by an accident be driven

abroad, he seems doazeled and bewildered. Iur:nE:lblc of distinctly .
pereeiving the objects around him, he flits about with an un- \
steady flight, and 18 glad to betake himsell to some davk retreat,

where he may be sheltered from the light, as well as from his .
numerius oneTnies.

“ But although the Burn Owl is eo imbeeile by day #s to suffer
itself to be insulted with impunity by the petticst aggressor, it .
nssumes a very different character when darkness restores to it
the faeulty of elearly distinguishing objects. By watching near
its haunts, or taking his station in the neighbonrhood of some
farm-steading frequented by it. one may dimly see it advance
with silent and Eﬁﬁ‘]ing flight, skimming over the fields, shooting
along the hedge-bank, rlatij;’ﬁ this way and that, and now
E('rhupﬂ sweeping over head, without eausing the slightest sound

¥ the flappings of its downy wings. On perceiving an object,
it drops to the pround, securcs ite prey in & moment, and ukter-
ing a glvill ery, flies off with it in ita claws. In a little time it
Letumﬁ. and ‘thus continues prowling about the farm-yurd for
OUrE.

Mz, Wartentow, whose opportunities of observing its habits
are unrivalled, ho having in o manner domesticated this species,
informs us that it earrics off rats, and occosionally fish, * ** Some
%em ago,” ho saye, “on a fine rﬂrming in the mouth of July,

ng before it was dark, as I was standing on the middle of the
bridge, and minuting the Owl by my watch, as she brought miee
into ber nest, all on a sudden she dropped perpendicularly into the
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 water, Thinkiug iliat she had fallenin Fp[lnp!}', my firsl thonghts
were to mo and feteh the boat; but belore 1 had well got to the
:‘!!'H]- of the bridge, 1 saw the Owl rise out of the water with u fish
in her elaws, and take it to the nest.”

The same author states thai when this bird has young, it
will bring a mouse to its nest about every twelve or fifteen
minuies. But in order to bave o proper idea of the enormous
quantity of mice which it destroys, we must examine the pellets
which it ejeets from its stomach in the place of its retreat. Every
pellet eontuing from four to seven skeletons of mice. In sixteen
months from the time when the apartment of the Owl in the old
Eﬂlﬂ\fﬂ}' was eleaned out, there has been o deposit of above a

ushel of pellets.”

“The shrick of the White Owl,” continues MACGILLIVRAT,
after quoting the above, * oceasionally heard at night, and usually
in solifary places, which fow persons enter without some feeling
of awe, has given toit o kind of mysterious character with the

vulgar; and it must be confessed that, independently of any
}-eu erstitious feeling, its ery coming unexpectedly on the ear, in

a church-yard, or among the crumbling ruins of some monastery
or castle, is little cn]cl.ﬁulr_-d to inspire plensant feelings, The
White Owl has no other ery, except the hissing noise which it
makes. The snoring sound heard from its nest is, M u. WATERTON
informs us, the cry of the young for foed.”

3. Toe Lrrmie Owr :
iSn-f.r Passering, Liy.  Cheveche, ou Petite Chouette, Doy, Trer Leine
Kous oder die Zwergenls, Becn.

Deseription.—This bird is not much bigger than a Reck
Thrush, though its thick head and close feathers make it appear
larger than it really is. Its lengthis eight inches, of which
the tail measures three inches. The folded wings reach al-
most to the end of thetail; the beak is nine lines long, brown
at the root, nnd light yellow at the point; the iris pale yellow,
though in winter inclining to green ; the feet one inch and a
quarter high ; the elaws blackish ; the upper part of the body
is light brown, with round white spots, which are largest upon
the shoulders and back ; the under part white, speckled with
dark brown, slightly mixed with rust colour ; the quill feathers
are dark brown, with round white spots; the tail light brown
with similar spots, though larger and rust mluu,r:;'d, and run-
ning together almost like stripes. The female is somewhat

lighter in colour.
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Habifat.—In n wild state this Owl inhabits old buildings,
towers, chureh walls, and high trees. In such situgtions its
peet may bo found.  IF allowed to bo at liberty in o room, no
other bird rmust be suffered to come near, as the owl would
kill it. 1t is best hung before a window in a lurge kind of
Quail's cage, which may be watched from the inside.

£oed.—1In a wild state it generally feeds on house and field
mice, beetles und erickets. T have also found in the undi-
gested remaing which, like most birds of prey, it disgorges,
large quantities of the stones of the fruit of the red cornel
tree ( Cornws sanguinea), which it must therefore ent.  When
confined, both old and young birds may be kept long in health
on dried mutton, from which the skin, bones, and fat, have
been removed, and which hos been allowed fo sosk in water
two days before giving it. By tho use of this food also, the
bod smell of the exerements may be avoided. Three quarters
of an ounce of this meat a day is enough for the bird, wit

oceasionally mice and small birds, which last it swallows quill &

feathers and all. It will eat as many us five mice at a meal.
Even in summer it becomes lively about 2 ra., and begins
to want its food.

Breeding.—The nest is found in erevices of walls and hollow
trees. The femiale in confinement lays, even without contact
with the male, two round white eggs. The young ones may
be easily rearcd on meat, especially pigeon’s flesh, Before the
first moulting, they are, instead of the usual light brown, of
& reddish grey, woolly on the head, and slightly clouded with
white, The great white round spots on the back appear more
distinet, and the reddish white of the under part of the body
has thinner grey stripes on the brenst and sides.

Diseases.—1If they are not sometimes fod with mice or emall
birds, the hair and feathers of which clear out their crops, they
die of decline.

Mode of Taking.—If the place to which they resort be known,
thoy may casily bo canght by putting o sack net before the
hole, and intereepting them as they fly out in the twilight.

Attractive Qualities.—They are very elean birds, collecting g

all their excrement into one place. Their singular gestures ™
are amusing, but the hoarse ery, and restlessness at pairing
time, is very disagreenble,
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ApoirioNAr.—This is a rare bird in Britain, although common
encugh in Germany and many other purts of the European con-
finent: it s sometimes ealled the Passarine, or Howk Owl,
English naturalists say but little about it. YAureLr's sccount of
tho bird consists principally of a repetition of Becmsters, with
an enumeration of the difftrent specimens which he has seen or
heard of in this country, nmounting in all, to about twenty,
Mvupre says that * when scen here it 1s generally in the autumn,
80 that it muy be blown ncross in the course of its autumnal
migration ; but it is worthy of remark, that it is not confined to
the mere verge of the castern sen, us European birds generally
are when they drift, but hns been noticed also in the west and
south-west.” Further that it resorts to the vicinity of human
dwellings, and nestles, and generally hides itself for the day, in
holes of old walls. Ttisan inﬁust‘rioua and successful mouser; and
though its wings are not very long, it is more quick in the use of
them-than some of the larger speeies. Its flight is not confined

the twilight, for thougl that be the time when it is most success-
” in mousing, it hawks especially on dark and cloudy days,
during which it may be seen in pursuit of swallows, opposing a
direct flight to their wheeling one, and endeavouring to meet
them as they come round.” The ordinary cry of this bird, which
it repeats flying, is Powpor, poupon ; bul when it scttles down
'LE emits a louder and clearer cry, something like—" dfme, héme,

Lrih

II. THE CORVID.E,* OR CROW TRIBE.

Birps of this class have a somewhat compressed, more or
less eurved, knife-shaped, moderatoly sized bill. Their foet
are short, generally strong, divided, and adapted partly for
climbing, partly for walking. They feed on insects, worms,
the flesh and excrément of other animals, and sometimes also
on geeds and fruits. Some fow are valued for their song, but
the majority for their plamage, or powers of speaking.

AvpiTiowan.—The first and moat im\%ortlut family in Mac-
aILLIvRAY'S Gth order, the Fagatrices, or Wanderers, are the Cor-
vine birds, or Crows; a family containing some of the most

i familiar and interesting of our native species. Many of thom ere
t indiscriminato feeders, and hence the term irora hag

been applied 1o the whele order, ﬂlhnuﬁl}; it 18 by no means a
satisfactory distinction. In all parts of the globe birds belonging

* Coracer.  Krakenartige Vopel, Becusteiw,
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to this order may be found ; many of the specics are gregarious,
espeeially those which feed on worins, larva, or seeds ; they walk

with case, are good leapers, and their flight, which is strong, ia
renerally performed 'hi.' regularly timed beats. The nest of the =
arger speeies is rudely constructed, that of the smaller more
neatly ; the young remain until fledged.

INLAND BIRD3 CAPABLE OF BEING TAMED WHEN OLD.
4. Tur Guesr on Asm-corovrep Bmnier, ox Brronmer-Bmo.

Laning Encubiter, Linx. Pie griesche grise, Bur, Der gemmeine wiirger
oder grosse Krichalster, Decm. I
Trscription.—The Butcher-bird is about the size of the Red- {
wing, though a little longer, being nine inches in length, of |
which the tail measures three inches md three quarters, and
the beak eight lines. The fulded wings cover a third part of
the tail. Az in all Shrikes, the beak is straight at the roof
but curved over at the end, and provided with o small pro
or tooth. It is blaek, excopt at the under part of the root, |
where it is yellowish white. The iris is dark brown, the feet |
a glossy black, and one inch in height.  The whele upper part
of the body is o licht ashen grey, passing into white at the '
rump feathers, over the cyes, on the forchead, and on the
shoulders. A broad black stripe runs from the nostrils, be-
tween the cyes, to the region above the temples, which are
white. The under part of the body is white, with dusky,
dark brown wavy lines, more distinet in the fomale thon the
male. The larger wing coverts are black, the lesser nshen
grey: » The black quill feathers, being white at the root and
point, make two white spots on each wing. The tail is wedge- '
ghaped, having the external feathers almest entirely white, and l
the middle feathers black. .
Huabitat.—This is not o bird of passage. TE frequents
groves, thickets, and the outskirts of larger woods, and also
bushy parts of the open country. It perches chiefly on the tops
of trees.  In confinoment it is a very courageous and rapacious
bird, and therefore eannot be allowed to run about where other l
birds are. It is best kept in o large cage—if possible, mado ]
of wire.
Food.—In summer the Shrikes chiefly feed on beetles;
erickets, blind-worms, lizards; and on mice and small birds, Ty
only when these are not to be procured. In winter, howover, '
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pouncing on their prey, the Shrikes make o peculiar swoop, in
order to scize it by the side; yet, as they cannot use their
claws, like other birds of prey, they are often obliged to content
themselves with a beakful of feathers.

If an old bird be canght, it may of first bo fed with small
birds, mice, bectles, and erickets, given {o it alive. It must,
however, be left alone, otherwise it will touch nothing. When
it has once eaten, it will then take fresh meat, and become
acenstomed to the universal paste, cspecially that made of
wheat meal.  For their size, these Shrikes eat a great deal—at
least, an ounce of meat at a meal. They are fond of having a
forked bough, or crossed stick, fixed in the cage. They also
bathe freely.

Breeding.—The nest, made of heath, grass-stalks, woal, and

ir, woven together, is found upon trees.  The femole Inys five

Peoven greenish eggs, often ﬁuving olive green, or a few
wiolet prey spots at the thick end. The young ones, if taken,
may be fed with raw flesh (always the best way to tame
Shrikes), and some learn to feed from the hand.

Aede of Taking.—The Dutcher-bird is caught in traps,
baited with small birds: or by means of limed twige, under
which is placed a nestful of young birds, which, when hungry,
attract him by their ery. In autumn and winter, he will fly
at cages hanging outside o window. He may by this means
be deceived : by putting the cage into a sort of box, with a
treddle, the slightest contact with which closes the lid over
him. These preparations are especially necessary for those
who would have birds to fly in and out af will.

Attractive Qualifies,—The call of the Bhrike is like the
Gikr ! gike ! of aLark. Like the Nuteracker, he imitates many
single notes, but does not encceed in the song of other birds.
His own flute-like tone is beantiful, resembling the
whistling of the Grey Parrot, In producing it his throat is
distended like that of the tree frog. Itis to bo regretted that
he sings only in pairing-time,—from March to May,—and that

¢ gong is interrupted by harsh and croaking passages.  Both

sing. The bird might possibly be taught to speak, as it
eometimes utters notes which bear aclose resemblance to the

human voice.
The bird-catcher who wishes to cateh Faleons, should have
L ]

Iﬂm}' eatch Yellow-hommers, Sisking, mice, moles, & In

e . (N - = F-Tu—"
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the Faleon, even at a great distanee, by its fixed ‘:nh-:wtliuu and
gesturcs ; and when the awk pounces on it, slips with a ery
into the cage, or other asylum, placed near the trap for its pro- =%
tection. As this bird ufters the same ery when at liberty, it
is o common saying among the people, that he warns the little
birds through envy, that he may have them all to himself,

Apprrrowat,—This bird, although plentiful in Gemmu?is with
us merely a straggler, and, aceording to Munig, * one that does
not make s npﬁuarnnrc at any usual time of migration, the few
specimens that have been found in the couniry having been in Ny
_winter; and certainly not us regular winter migrants, the rare y
ones of which come late, and after very severe weather.” This
author further states, that ** the bird cannot, indeed, be regarded
as much of & migrant, in latitude, in any country, for it rather
follows the habit of the resident Fusectivora—the woodlands-*
summer, and the lower plains in winter. The British speeim :
are, in all probability, blown by east winds from Germany, |
This, and the Red-backed Shrike { Lanius collurio), are spoken o
by WaTE, a3 rare birds in this country. -
AlaceiLLivEAY also, deseribes it as an occasional or accidental 1|I
visitant ooly ; and Yamwsun doubts if it ever breeds lere.
Kxipp, on the contrary, in his Journal of a Naluralist, says:
“ Tl Great Shrike or Butcher-bird, is not wnecommon with us, |
and breeds onnually near my dwelling. Tt is one of our late
birds of passage, buk its arrival is soon made known to us by its
eroaking unmusical voice from the summit of some tree.  1is nest
is large and ill coneealed ; and during the scason of ineubation,
the male bird is particularly uneasy at any approach towards his "
setting mate, though often by hie elamorous anxicty, he betrays
it and her to every birds-nesting boy. The female, when the
egﬁn are hatched, unites her vociferations with those of the male, -
and facilitates the detection of the brood. DBoth parents are * s
very assiduous in their attention to their offspring, fecding them i
1

b
one of these birds near his trap. It betrays the approach of 1 .

long after they have left the nest; for the youn ar to be
heavy, inactive birds, and little able to mp¥ura %hgpfrt;nguﬂ in-
sects which constitute their principal food. T eould never ob-
gerve that this bird destroyed others smaller than itself, or even
fed upon flesh. I have hung up dead young birds, and even

of them, near to their nests, but never found that they we
touched bﬁ;hc Shrikes. Yet, it appears that it muat be abuteh
too, and that the name * Tawius,' q}esh:rwed. on it by GEsxun i’
hu.nd_md and fifty mﬁ ago, waa not lightly given. My neigh-
bour’s gamckeeper it as & bird of prey, and tells me he E.na

L]
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known it draw the weak young pheasants throngh the bars of
the breeding coops ; and others have assured me that they Lave
killed them when banqueting on the carcase of some litile bird
they bad captured. Al small birds have an antipathy to the
Shrike, betray snger, and utter the moan of danger wlien it ap.
proaches their nests. I have often Leard this signal of distress,
aod cautiously appronching to learn the cause, tn\'c frequenily
found that this Butcher-bird oceasioned it They will mob, ai-
thek, and drive it away, as thoy do the Owl, as if fully sequainted
with its plundering propensities. Liwszus attached to it the
l-'l-'l':‘!i:].l L'pi.tl"‘t. 'E‘.rl'.'n'l'n!h:!.',l.f,r o gentinel ; n YELY o E:nsil_r: :]FP{I-'[.
Intion, as this bird seldom conceals itself in o bush, but sits
perched upon some upper spray, or in an open situation, heedful
of danger, or watching for its prey.  This Shrike must be most
mischievously inclined, if not a predatory bird.—May 23d. A
pair of robins hm‘cfyaung ones in a bank near my dwelling ;
the anxiety and vociferation of the poor things have three times
this day called my attention to the cause of their distress, and
}‘Qm:ll time have I seen this bird watching near the place, or

stealing away upon my :Rprmch, and then the tu.mu.ﬂ of the

parents subsided ; buthad they not experienced injury, or been

aware that it was meditated, .n.Ilyﬂ;ia. terror and outery would not -
have been excited.”

There is another reason given by Yarnery, for the term sen-
{inel npplied to this bird ; **it is used,” he says, “ by faleoners
abroad when tropping Faleons. The Shrike i3 fastened to tho
ground, and, by sereaming loudly, gives notice to the faleoner,
who is concealed, of the approach of a Hawk. It was on this
aceount, therefore, called excubifor—ihe sontinel.” The peneric
name lexivs—a butcher—eomes from lanio, to cut or tear to
pleces :

* The Batcher-hird bald, Iike his kinsman the Shrike,
With his bill ever ready the death-blow to strike.”

5. Tne Lesser Grey Smmxe.
Lapius Miner, Lix, Pie griesche d Ifalie, Bur,  Der grous Wiirger,
oiler dfcine Krickelefer, Brcm.
Tieseription.—This bird, about the size of a Tark, is cight
] inches in length, of which the tail messures three inches and
] ne-third, The felded wings cover a third of the tail. The beak
is glossy black, seven lines in length, straight at the hase, like
that of all other Shrikes, but somewhat bent over at the point,
and provided with @ small tooth. The iris is brown, the feet
¥
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black, tinged with lead colour, and an inch and one-third high.
The forehead is black, and = broad black stripe passes between
the eyes; the head, nape and sides of the neck, back, and
upper tail coverts ashen groy, the last the lightest. The whole
under part of the body white, the breast and belly having a
tinge of rose colour; the wing coverts black, the smallest being
bordered with ashen groy ; the quill feathers black, the fore-
most leaving the half nearest the base white, which produces a
white spot on the wingswhen fulded. The tail is wedge-shaped ;
the two outcrmost feathers ore white with black ehafts, the
third and fourth black, with white roots and points, the fifth
uml sixth altogether black.

The female is hardly to be distinguished from the male, ex-
cept that she is somewhat smaller, that the stripe on the
cheek is shorter and narrower, and that she has only one white
tail feather.

flabitat.—The Lesser Bhrike is a bird of passage, :iepnrli.u%{

at the beginning of September, and re-appearing carly in May
It frequents gardens in the neighbourhood of groves or forests,
which at the same time are not far from ploughed fields and
pastures, It perches on the tops of trees; easily descending
into smaller bushes, and there lies in wail for insects.

In confinement a large wire coge is proper for it, such as is
uged for Larks, but with three perches. It eannot be allowed to
range the room, as even when not pressed with hunger, it might
chanee, either from malice or the mere desire of showing its
superior strength, to ill one of its companions,

Food —When wild it generally fecds on beetles, cockehafers,
erickets, brecze-flics, and other insccts. Tt is only after con-
timmed wet weather that it sometimes kills a small bivd,

If an old bird be captured, small bivds fresh killed, beetles,
cockehafers, &c., should be immediately thrown into the cage.
Afterwards it will be content with raw or cooked meat. Tt is
indesd a difficult bird to prescrve, and costs both time and
trouble ; as for the first week it must have nothing but beetles
and other insects, especially meal-worms,  Buf when itis more
accustomed to meat, it soon hecomes =0 tame as (o take it from
the hand, or will even fly out, the moment the eage is opened,
and perch upon the hand to be fed. T onee had one, which
ate the first nomed universal poste.  Old birds can rarely he
kept longer than fwo years, generally dving of decline,  1f
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reared from the nest, they require much less attention, soon
lu.*.uunuﬁ contented with any kind of food.

Breeding.—The large, irvegular nest of these Shrikes is «n.—
~ negally found in a tree, in g gorden, or in the outskirts of
grove. It is made of roots, green leaves, and wool, lined mth
wool and feathers. The female lays five or six reddish eggs;
in colour a greyish white, spotied about the middle with brown
and violet grey.  The male assists in the hatching, which lasts
fifteen or sixteen days. The young birds grow a..uquu,k]y, and
are 50 soon fledged, that u.uLu.:l.i::;tmdmrr the late arrival and
early du.p arture of this bird, it yet breeds twice in a favourablo
gcason.  The young ones are fod with beetles and grazshoppers.
Till the first moulting, they ure entirely without the black
stripe on the frches ' the upper part of the body is o dark
ashen grey, marked }mnlh- perecptibly with red; the under
part white, tinged on the hreast with yellow, :m{l on the sides

:th red. '1]u._-, may be tuken from the nest us soon”as the tail
ber-ms to grow ; and at first fod on ants' cros, and afterwards
with bread soake d in milk,

Mods of Tuking.—They cannot be faken alive, except hy
putting limed tw igs on the bush, or branch, on which they are
observed to perch, when wab:']'l_m" for inseots. They are as in-
eautious as they are afterwards r]ac:lx_, Hiying without hnsat.ttmn
into the snare.

Obsereations and Aftractive Qualities—The male is a bird of
wonderful docility ; the female, as is usually the case, does not
sing. These Shrikes not only imitate, like others of thuir
species, certain passages of other birds' song, but repeat the
whole wlrh thevgreatest exactness ; and even seem to have little
or no song of their own. For example, they repeat perfectly
the song “of the Nightingale, though wanfing of course the
round full tones; and that of the Lark. This power makes the
Lesser Shrike a very desirable bird to the omateur. I have re-
marked that it secimns to take espeeial delight in mimicking the
call of the Quail. I pmwa.-ic-rl one uhwh, however 11701} in
its song, ¢ lew.:,-‘l :;Wilpu! in order to imitate the Quail's call,
whenever it heard it; and the latter, before it became ne-
customed to the mimicry, would go furiously about the room,
endeavouring to find its rival.

F2
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. Tone Woonchar SHRlKE.

Lanius Erythrocephalng, Collurio srifun, ef Pommeronus, Lis, P gricsche
rousse, Bur.  Der Rethbipfige Wiirger, Bre. .
Deseription,—This  bird 15 seven inches long, somewhat
smaller, or at least more delicate than the last mentioned.  The
tail measures three inches und o half, a thind of which is covered
by the wings. The beak is eight lines long, has a distinet 1n-
dentation, and is blueish black ; the iris is yellowish blue; the feet
one ineh high, and as well as the toes blueish black. The fore-
head is black, and with it is connected a band of the samo
colour, running between the eyes, and behind the ears.  The
back of the head and the neck, are a beautiful reddish brown ;
the upper part of the back, brownish black ; the middle, reddish
ushen grey. The upper tail coverts are yellow and white. Some
large white feathers on the shoulder, form, as in the Magpie, o
ereat white spot on each side of the back. Above the na.--n'ﬂ&-{
the yellowish white, which is the prevailing colour of the under-
part of the bedy, appears in two peints. The sides ave some-
what redder, and indistinetly mottled with grey; the smaller I
ftathers of the wing coverts are blucish black, edged with rel-
lowish white : the larger ones, and the quill feathers, l:fueln L
shot with brown. The quill feathers in front have white bascs, ’
which, when the wings are elosed, form a white spot.  The tail
iz black, passing over into brown ; the outermost feathers white
with a black spot in the middle, the rest white ot the point,
anid the two in the centre, with the exception of the white bases,
guite black. The female is exactly like the male, except that
the eolours, especially the reddish brown, are somewhat paler.
Habitat.—When wild it is a bird of passage, making its
appearance at the end of April, and departing in the middle
of September. It frequents mountaine, woods, and plains full
of bushes and trees, and especially congregates where horses
are kept day and night on restricted pastures. In confinement @
it is kept in a wire cage.
Food.—In a wild state it feeds chiefly upon horse and dung-
boetles, as well as on grasshoppers, Breeze-flies, nnd other in-
sects. In case of necessity it will attack young birds and lizords.
. When confined it must be treated as the preeeding, but as it
is even more delieate, it is hetter to rear it from the nest, thon .
to tame it when old. It is fed from the first on raw meat.
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Breeding.—1t builds its nest in the thick branches of high
trees, making it of the stalks of plants, moss, grass, swine's
« bristles, wool, ond hair.  The female lays, twice o year, six
reddish white eggs, which are covered all over, and especially
at the thick end, with distinet bloodzred, and indistinet bluish
grey spots.  They are hatehed in o fortgizht. The nests are
oceasionnlly found in high sloe, maple, A:l other bushes.  Till
the first moulting, the youns wre on (he upper part of the body
of a dirty white, spotted with grey, on the lower part, dirty
white and clouded with grey ; the wing coverts are bordered
with rust colour, the quill feathers and {ail are o greyish black.

Mode of Taking.—A crucl way, though the eosiest, as this is
the least shy of all the Shrikes, is to take it in the nest with
limed twigs. Like the preceding, it is fond of bathing; on
which account, it may be caught by water-traps about noon, if

aid in the neighbourhood of hedges. These Shrikes are often
vund drowned in large pools,
Aitractive Qualities.—Although thiz Shrike appears to have

almost as good & memory as the preceding, its song is nof so
pleasant, partly because its voice is not so agreeable, and partly
because it introduces into the song which it imitates, some of
its own harsh and discordant notes. It readily adopts the songs
of the Nightingale, Linnet, Goldfinch, and Redstart. It is only
in consideration of its beautiful plumage, that this Shrike ecan
be decmed as desirable a bird for the eage as the foregoing,

Tue Lirtie Sonike a¥p ToE Woobenar SHRIEE.

AppiTioNaL.—REXNIE states of the first of these individuals
of the Lanide family, that it iz eertainly not o native of Britain,
and of the second, that it iz doubtful. Muvpig, however, asseris
“that the Woodchat Shrike is o British bird, although rare ; itis
an oceasional summer visitant, and does sometimea breed here,
the neet having been found more than once in the county of
Norfolk." Wmte speaks of o dead specimen which was sent
him, but does not say where it was found. Macoinuiveay says,
*“ gnly a few instances of the oceurrence of this species in Eng-
tand are recorded ;™ and Y AnrELEL enumerates sgeveral spocimens,

. killed, or secn in Kent, Norfolk, Suflolk, York, and Woreester-
ghire. The latter naturalist also tells us that, * in size, in most
of its habits, and in itz mode of feeding, the Woodchat resembles

' " the common Red-basked Shrike, and Like that species, 1s said to
imitate the voice of several different small birds ;" and guotes the
account of the bird given by Mr. J. I, Hay, in a communication
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to the Magazine of Nafural History, (vol. iv. p. 341}, 1-1'111'"]'1‘ ¥
i« as follows : * Tt diffors from Lendits eollurio, in the choioe of
situation for its nest, placing it invarinbly on trees, nud prefer-
nug the oal. The nest is fixed in the fork of a projecting
hraneh, and is compase on the outside of sticks and wool, mixed
with white mass from the bodies of the trees, and lined with fine
rrasz and wool. Eoel four or five in number, rather, smaller
than those of the Red-backed Shrike, and varying much in mark-

ings ; the ground colour being pale blug in.some, in others a dirty

white, surrounded near the lnrger end with & zonp of rust-coloured f
spots; in some agnin, the markings and spots are of a paler j
eolour, and more dispersed over the ezg. 1t is not n wild bird, b

often building elose to houses and public roads, Ttis abundant
in some paris of the Netherlands, and arrives and departs about

the same time a3 Lauins collurio.”
[

7. Tue Rep-Backen Bunike.
Lonius Colfurio, Tax.  Lanius Spivitorguus, Been. L Erorchenr, Dur.
Der vothrickige [Nirger, Beci.

Description.—This bird forms a link between the Pies and '
singing birds, having many peculiarities in common with the
Iatter. It isa little more than six inches long.  The tadl, of
which a third is covered by the folded wings, 1s three inches
and a guarter in length. The beak is thick, black, almost
strnight, being elivhtly bent ot the peint, and six lines long;
the irs is nut brown: the feet, ten lines high, are, as well
ns the toes, of a blueish black. In the male, the head, the nape
of the neck, the upper tail coverts, and the thizhs are ashen
blue ; above the eyes and on the forchead this colour is lighter.
A broad black stripe runs from the nostrils between the eyes
to the cars; the back and the wing coverts are a beautiful
reddish brown; the throat, the rump, and the uwader-part of
the body, white, tinged with red on the brenst, belly, and i
sides. The pen feathers are blackish, the hinder ones having
2 wide border of reddish brown ; the {ail 1s somewhat wedge
shaped, having the middle feathers black; the other feathers
are white half way from the root downwards, and are besides
tipped with white, The female is very unlike the male in,
appearance ; all the upper .part of the body is rusty hmm,\{_‘
somewhat inclining to ashen grey, on the nape of the neckand. %
the tail coverts, and on the back and wing coverts, very slightly
watered with white. The forchead and the part above the
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= gves are yellowish white; thoe checks are brown 3 the throat,
l:ll.*";r, and vent feathers o dirty white; the neck, breast, amd
. #ides, are yellowish white, erossed by dark brown wavy lines.
The pen and tail feathers are dark brown, the latter somewhat
'I!Il!'ll..l'fll;,‘lll. to red ; the two outermost pen feathers are edged with
white, and the rest, with excoption of the four in the centre,
have white points. o
. Habitat.—This is almost the lotest bird of passage, ar-
riving only at the beginuing of May. Although it may be
met with in the forest valleys where eaftle pasture, 18 i mora
frequently found in the open country in hedges and bushes,
especially in inelosures where horses and cows are kept. 1t
nmigrates in August, even before the young birds have moulted,
inlarge flocks. Like birds of the same specics, this should be
kept in a large cage by itself, as if allowed fo associate with
. other birds it eoon evinees its natural forocity. Bome years
izo I caught one, which refused to eat for three days, although
T offered him dead birds, beetles, and other insceis, On the
fburth day, when I thought he would be too weak to hurt
_ other birds, and might, perhaps, iff set at liberty, accustom
himself to his food, T let him loose. No sooner was he free,
than he seized and killed a Sparrow, before I could come to the
reseue. I let him eat it, and put him back into the cage.
From that time, as if his fory was satisfied, he afe all that wos
offered him.

Food.—When wild, it destroys great numbers of beetles,
maybugs, crickets, grasshoppers, and especially breeze flies,
which last arc the favourite food of all the Bhrikes. These
insects it impales on therns till it hias ecollected enough for a
meal. During continuous rainy weather,. when insects are
not to be found, it eftches and impales ficld-mice, lizards, and
young birds. It is incorreetly psserted that it does this to at-
tract other birds to the spot. In confinement, its food is the
same as that of the preceding species.  Inscets may be given
it, mixed with the Nightingale's paste, to which it soon becomes
gopnstomed, and now and then a little raw or dressed meat.

y Breeding.—In a favourable season this bird breeds twice,

choosing for its nest some thick bush, frequently the hawthorn.
The nest is large, made of roots and coarse grass, mixed with
layers of moss and wool, and lintd with the finest root fibres.
It lays five or six greenish white cggs, rather round in shape,
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and spotted, espoeially at the thick end, with rust colour and
grey. The period of ineubation, in which the male also takes
a share, is fourteen days. The young birds are like the mo-
ther, being on the upper part of the body and breust greenish
groy, marked with LEirk brown wavy lincs, and on the belly
dirty white. If taken young, they are easy to rear, and should
be fed at first with ants’ eggs, afterwards ‘with dressed meat,
and finally, with bread soaked with milk. This Inst food they
always like if accustomed to it from the first,

dode of Tiuking.—The Red-backed Shrike is casy to catch.
As soon as it arrives in May, the bushes, which are not many
where it usually perches, must be noticed, and limed twigs
gct upon them : towards these it must bo carefully driven. It
1z generally taken in o quarter of an hour. Sueeess will be most
certain if u beetle, grasshopper, or breeze-fly, bo fastened near
the limed twigs, by horse hair, so that it can flutter about.
Care must be taken in removing the bird, as, like all Shrikes;
it bites severely.

Attractive Qualities.—This bird oecupies no mean place among
the songsters, as its song is not only pleasant, but unintermitting.
While singing it generally sits on a bush or the lower branches
of some tree near its nest. The song is compounded of the
songs of the Swallow, Goldfinch, Whitethroat, Nightingale, Red-
breast, Wren, and Lark, as well as some harsh notes peeuliar to
itself. It generally adopts the song of neighbouring birds, and
eometimes, through caprice, imitates that of some chanee passer-
by. Itis, however, unable to mimiethesongs of the Chafineh and
Yellow-hammer, perhaps, from some peenlisvity in the construc-
tion of its throat. In the cage it adopts the notes of the birds
which hang near it, and is always cheerful and attractive. The
HRed-backed Shrike is extremely expeditiofis in elearing o room
of flies, catching them when on the wing, and if needles bo
stuck in a bough for him, spitting them with a very peeuliar
gosture, It is not worth while teaching it to whistle airs; for
though if learns them quickly und well, it forgets them ps soon,
in order to learn new ones.

AvprrioNat.—Most English naturalists term this bird the

Red-backed Shrike ; in this country, where it arrives towards the
middle of May, departing in September, it is by far the best
known of the Shrikes. Tt differs,” saye Munix, * from the rest
of our summer visitants, in being more numersus towards the

-
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cemtre, or oven the western side of the coundry, than in l]n_’.' gouth-
edst ;" and this testimony is confirmed by Yauerrr, who informs
us that it is common about London, and in most, if not all, of
the southern and western counties of England and Wales, going
northwards from thenee as far a8 Cumberland, in which county,
as observed by Dr. Hevsma, it is rave, It does not =l|;|'1f‘ﬁ!‘ lo
have been observed by omithologists in any part of Ireland.
North of London, on the east coast, it is 'I‘f.ruu:f'in Essex, Suffolk,
Norfolk, and Yorkshire ; but oceasionally ouly as far north as
Northumberland, and the south-castern part of Durham. 1t
seems not to have been noticed in SuuLI:uui or its islands ; yet it
visits Denmark, .NGI"IT'J.E. Sweden, and Russia, TFrom thence
gouthward, it is found in Gcrmnn:,r, France, Spain, and Iu?];.,-.
Specimens were sent by Herrm Asnor, Esq. to the Zoological
Suﬂ'c?'. from Trebizond; it also inhabits Ewrypt and North Afries,
is included by Varrtaxt among the birds of Senegal snd the
Cape of Good Hope, from which latter country specimens have

:- also been brought by Dr. Sarn.”

Grunert WaITE relates how, on the 21st of May, lie procured
a male Red-backed Butcher-bird, which the neighbour who shot
it said might easily Lave E‘Sﬂﬂﬁfd his notice, had nod the out-
cries and chattering of the Whitethroats and otlier small birds
drawn his attention to the bush where it was ; its craw was filled
with the lega and wings of beetles; and Bryrm, in remarking
u]a_on this passage in The Natural History of Seclborne, says,
“I am rather surprised that Mr, White was not familine with
this species, as it abounds in many parts of Surrey, Ient, and
Bussex, where it is commonly called * Jack Baker, and is well
known to all persons who take an micrest in natural history. It
arrives rather late in the season, and both sexes, T think about the
eame fime, which is eontrary to the wswal habit of migratory
birds ; some seasons they are mueh mere plentiful than others,
They are fonnd generally about tall and thick maple, or hawthorn
bedges, whevein they breed, and may be commonly seen perched
on one of the highest twigs, or, like' Fly-catchors, npon the bare
branch of some tree growing out of the hedge, or sitting upon a
post or paling, always in a conspicuous situntion, where their
vigion ean extend over a considerable range, and whenee th
often dart after the larger passing inseels, or upon any small
uzdruped or bird that Iucklessly comes within the spliere of
ir dewnward leaping flight ; or they slowly hover ong the
edges, often remaining a long time suspended over s particular
- gpot, and then, perhaps, advaneing a fow yards, and apain remain.
ing fixed in the air, and when at length they do settle, not wn-
frequently hovering for some time around the branch on which
they are about to alight. When sitting watchfully upon 2 bougl,
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they ofien jerk the tail. another habit in accordanece with the Fly-
catchers, to which they ure considerably allied. They subsist
chiefly on bectles and humble-bees, and render essential serviee in
spring by devouring great numbers of the large female wasps,
estroying what would otherwiso become the founders of colonies
of these troublesome and destructive insects, 1 have taken four
or five from the stomach of a single bind, Chaflers they seize,
and then flying to a perch, transfer them to the foot, holding them
up in one foot like a Parrot, while they pick them to pieces. When
satiated, they eat ouly the abdomen, and impale the still living
body upon a thorn, a habit common to all the genus. They pre
pecasionally on small birds, lizards, mice, and shrews, and {
have known several instances of their being taken in the nets of
bird-catchers, when endeavouring to seize upon the brace-birds,
They do not (like the L. exenbiter) attack a bird upon the wing,
but pounce down upon those which happen to be on the ground,
or upon a branch beneath, in the latter case bearing down their
prey to the ground, seizing it with both bill and clows, and es
panding over it the wings and tail in ]wun-i.!o]f* the manner
of a Hawlk, then despatelung it, not by sbrangulation, but b
biting and eompressing the head, smd picking o hole in fhe Elmlf.
It i3 then earried in the benk to the horizontal bough of o tree,
where the Shrike places one foot upon its victim, and never leaves
it I believe, when undisturbed, till all is finished.” The average
weight of the male bird is enid to be about an ounee, and yet it
will attack and devour birds and animals of considerable size :
in the Linnean Transactions, one is recorded to have been seen in
pursuit of a Blackbird (vol. xv. p. 14).

When these birds are in full plumage, the red which covers
their back and wings, though of a brownish tint, is very rich;
and as they jerk through the air, it has the appenrance of flashes
of dull fire, on which account they have been called * Hashers,”
or * flughers.”

8. Toe Raves.
Corens Corar, Lax. Le Corbeaw, Buy. Der Gemeine Rabe oder
Kotkrabe, Becn,

Deseription and Observations.—This and the three following
gpecies are not aviary birds, in the proper sense of the word ;
but as they may be tanght to speak, and are often reaved from
the nest with that view, they elaim, for completencas’ sake, o
notice in this place.

The Raven 18 a well-known bird ; it is two fect in length,
of which the somewhat cone-formed tail measures cight inches
and three-quarters. The whole bird is black, tinged on the
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“I"l'“"", part of the body with violet : on the lower part, on the
pen feathers, and on the tail, with green; the black of the
- throat is somewhat paler.

Of all Corvine birds, which are distinguished by u high,
round, knife-shaped beak, provided at the base with bristles
which incline forward, the Raven, on necount of iis broad
1?“2'_“'-"; may with least tljJchlly be tauzht to :a]n-.'a'k_ In Thu-
ringia, the traveller, on entering an inn, is frequently saluted
by the appellations, “thief, rascal,” uttercd by one of these birds,
confined, probably, in o large cage like a tower. They may
alzo be allowed to run at large, or even to fly about, when they
have been tamed while young, as is necessary if they are to be
tanght to speak. -In tlas case they will, when called to their
meals, answer to 2 name,  All shaming metal, especially gold,
must be put out of their way; as, like other birvds of the
spme specics, they have a particular inclination to steal. It
is gaid, that o Raven was froined to salute Angusius after o vie-
tory, with the words dre Cesar, Fietor, Tnperater ! Hail Coesar,
Congueror, Emperor!

Some persons, wilh o view to facilitate tho utterance of
articulate sounds, are accustomed to cut what is called the
string of the tengue, an operation which cerfainly attains its
end in some measure, though I have heard Ravens speak, on
which it had not been performed.

At the time when divination made o part of religion, this
bird was held in great estimation. All its actions, every cir-
cumstance of its flight, every modulation of its voice, were
carefully studied. Of these modulations no fower than sixty-
four have been -coumerated, without reckoning minor shades
of difference, a discrimination which must have required an
exceedingly fine ear, as the Raven's cry—Hoack, kroack—is ap-
parently very simple. Every modulation had its specific sig-
nification, and there was no lack of impostors to profess, or of
dupes to believe, these ridienlous fu1l'|.ml's. Some, indeed, pro-
ceeded to so great a pitech of credulity, as to cat the heart and
entrails of the Raven, in hopes of thereby acquiring ita pro-

hetie faculty. L i :

The Raven is gencrally met with in woody :Ixstr[ctarzirnfl builds
its nest on the highest trees: it lays from three to five dirtygreen
eaps, spotted with olive brown.  The young, if to be tamed,
must be taken when half edged, or about twelve days old, and
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fied with meat, snails, and carth-worms ; they will ;g0 eat bread
goaked in mill, and after uwhile, bread, meat, or any scraps
from the kitchen. In a state of nature, thoy subsist on leve- -
rets, birds' eges, mice, goslings, ehickens, snails, pears, cherries,
&e., so that their usefulness to the fanmer is not without draw-
backs,

Apprrionan—The gencral appearance and habits in a domes-
ticated state of this bird are so well known, that we need scareely
aidd anything to the account which Beensteis givesof it. Mupie
has drawn a graphic and vivid picture of its characteristic trails
as a bird of the wilderncss.® |

Except in a domesticated state, opportunities of observing the
habits of the Raven are mmparativ:r_}- rare, for the bird generally
shune the habitations of man, and seeks the solitude and geclusion
of wild and mountainous districts ; no where is it more plentiful,

,perhaps, than amid the rocks and zbout the sounding shores of

the Scottish isles, where putrescent animal food is likely to be
most sbundant. In the ﬁnhriﬂcs. and along the north corst o
Sootland, Maco1LLIVEAY describes these birds as being nume- & =
rouz: he also says that they are common in the shires of Dumfries

and Pechles, and about the head of Moffatwater, where they often
hreed. *In the wilds of Polmoody, in the face of tremendous
linns and rocks, there juts out a dwarfish bireh or mountain-ash ;

the same cleft has borne a Raven's nest fop centuries, whero no
human ereature can get ot it SHUCKEARD, who states that he "
had ample opportunities of eultivating an acquaintance with
thiz species in the cuter Hebrides, gives o lengthened deserip-
{ion of its characteristics, which, however, agroes so closcly wiﬁ\
what Mupie has said on the subject, that we need not quote
more than the following observations.  © The Raven sometimes
nestles ot no great distance from the Eagle, in which cases these
hirds do not molest each other ; but in general the former is a
determined enemy fo the latter, and may El‘:en bo seen harassing
it. “What a brave soldier the Itaven is! e fighta the Eagle, whi
i four times his size,” I remember hearing an old highlander say
to me more than twenly years ago. But let us consider the
matter.

“ There goes the White-tailed Eagle! Launched from the rock
of Liuir, she advances along the cliffz on her way to the inland
hills, where she expeets to find a supply of food for her young,
Now she is opposite the promoutory of Ui, whenee, eroaking m
fierce anger, rush two Ravens, The Eagle scems not to heed
them : but they rapidly gain upon her, and separating ns they

* Spe » Feathered Tribes of the British lslands,” 2 vols. Bohn,
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- rome up in her wake, one ascends, the other glides bencath, ma-
nacing her and attempting to peek her,  While she regards the
one below, that above plunges toward her; but pereciving that she

“is ready to meet him, he reascends a fow feet, the other in the
mean time threatening vengeance below. 1 never observed, how-
ever, that they actunlly come in contact with the object of their
pursuit, which seemed to regard (hem ns moro disagrecable than
dongerous, and appeared {o hurry on, merely to avaid being pes-’
tered by them.™

Guepert Warre, we remember, speaks of “a very exact ob-
server,” who * has often remarked that a pair of Ravens nestling
inn therock of Gibraltar, would sufler ne Vulture nor Eagle to rest
near their station, but would drive them from the hill with an
amazing fury.,” This, however, was during the poriod of parental
eare and solicitude, when the weakest nnﬁ naturally most timid
of ercatures become bold and pugnacious. This author relates
an intercsting anecdote, which may serve in some measure to re-
Ligve the dark tints which are necessarily used in depicting the

. *—{-hnrnutf-r of thiz bird :—

A4 “In the centre of the grove there stood an oak, which, though
shapely und tall on the whole, bulged oul into a large excreseence
about the middle of the stem. On this o pair of Bavens had fixed
their residence for such a serics of years, that the cak was
distinguished by the title of the Raven Tree. Many were the
attemptz of the neighbouring youths to get at this eyry : the .
difficulty whetted their inclination, and ench was amlitious of
surmounting the arduouns task, Bub when they arrvived at the
swelling, it jutted out so in their way, and was so far beyond
their grasp, that the most daring lads were awed, and acknow-
ledged the underiaking to be too hazardous, So the Ravens built
on, nest upon nest, in perfeet security, Gill the fital day arvived
in which the wood was to be levelled. It was in the month of
February, when those birds usually sit.  The saw was applied to
the butt, the wedges were insgrted into the opening, the woods
echoed to the heavy blows of the bectle, or mallet, the tree nodded
to its full ; but still the dam sat on. At last, when 1t gave why,
the bird was flung from her nest ; and, though her parental affee.
tion deserved a better fate, was whipped down by the twigs, which
brought her dead to the groand.”

Krxox, in his Qeeithological Rambles in Suszer, mives a long
and most interesting account of a pair of Ravens, whose motions

d operations he scems to have watched very narrowly, He
suys, speaking of Petworth Park, after describing the untimely
fate of one pair of birds which had built in that locality, and
which were destroyed by an ignorant keeper :—* Years passed
away. and the Haven continued unkoown in this part of West




i

8 THE RAVEN.

Sussex, until one day in Mareh, 1813, when, riding in the park
near a clamp of tall “old beeel trees, whose trunks had been de-
nuded by time of all their lower branches, my sttention was sud-
denly arrested by the never-to-he-mistaken croak ofn Ituven, and
the loud chattering of a flovk of Juekdawa.

%1 soon perceived that these were the especial ohjeets of his
hatred and lll.u.-ah'lll:}' : foe after dashing into the midst of them,
il exeeuting several rapid movements in the air, he sueceeded
in effeetually driving them to o considerable distance from Liis
nest. During this manmuvre, the superior size of the Raven
became more apparent than when viewed alone, and his power of
flight was advantageously exhibited by comparison with that of l
his smaller congener.  The latter, indeed, seemed to bear abouk
the game relation to him, in point of size, that Starlings do te
Rooks, when seen together.  The Taven's nest was pleced on a
fork, in the very summit of one of the lighest of these trees,
while their hollow trunks were tenaputed by n numerous colony
of Jackdaws. Home of the holes throush which these contered

m‘ .

were so near the around, that 1 hud no dillicalty in ronching the
when on horsoback, while others were situnted at o mueh greater
height. These conducted to the chambers in which the neata
were placed, and which were generally far romoved from the ex-
tcrn:LlP aperture, by which the birds cntered their tower-like
hobitation. On throsting my whip upwards into muny of these
passages, 1 found it impossible to toueh the further extremity,
while a few cavities of smaller dimensions were within reach of
my hand, and contained nests, constructed of short, dry sticks,
gome of which were incomplete, while in others ane or two eggs
had been deposited. The next day I returned to the place on
foot, provided with a spyglass, for the purpose of observation.
On my arrival, T found that the Ravens were absent, and that the
Jackduws, availing themselves of this, had congregated in con-
siderable numbers, and were as busily employed about their ha-
bitations as o swarm of bees: some carrying materinls for the
cotapletion of their frail und yet unfinished nests, others convey-
ing food to their mates, and all apparently making the most of
their time, during the shseneo of their tormentors.  There being
no eover or brushwood ot hand, and the branches being yot leaf-
lesz, T was unable to eoneeal mysell effectundly ; buk Emr'mp_r st
down at the foot of the tree containing their nest, T awaited the
return of the Ravens. Nearly an hour elapsed before the reiurn
of the mnle bird, and I was fivst made awnve of his approach |
the consternation it appeared to spread among the Jackdaws.
Like most animalz u.nHur gimilar circumstances, when conscious
of the uppmnqh of L];:_ugerr tl'-ll':.r‘ rupi_q_“f collected their forees on
a single tree, keeping up all the time an incessant chattering, each
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bird shifting ifs pesition rapidly from bough to bough, while the
Raven, who held some food inhis beak, satistied himself ou this
oecasion with two or three gwoope inte the terrified ecrowd, and
+daving routed the mob, he approached the tree in which his nest
s j‘l‘i‘m‘:\‘d. Before nrriving 1-]]1'-‘1"1‘. however, he evidenily became
aware of my prosence, and ropping lis prey, which Pm\-wj to bo
a rat, he ascended into the air to a great height in cenlar gyra-
tions, after the manner of o Faloon, where lie was soon joined by
hts_n.:-.mmn'l ;oo the two birds continued to soar over my head
while I remained there, uttoring not only their usual hoarse eroak,
but also un extracrdingry gound, rezembling the exelamation,
FOL!" loudly and clearly ejnenlated. At fivst T eould hardly
persunde mysell’ that it proceeded from the throat of cither of
the Ravens, but my doubt was soon dispelled, for there was no
human being within sight ; and afier carefully examining one of
the birds for some time with my ginss, L observed that each note
wias '|'.I1‘L'L'L'l.||_~|l by an opening of the beak, the distanee, of course,
proventing sight and sound from being exactly simultaneous,”
Ve canmot follow My, Kxox verlintim through the whole of
liz irlit‘l'-.‘sling nareative, but must oive the remainder of it in o
more condensed form, The following yeaw then, it appears, the
pair of birds changed their retreat from the beech grove to o
clump of Scotch firs in the same part, where their nest wos in-
vaded by a truant school-hoy, whe bore awny in his satehel the
four “ squabs™ which it contained. The watelful naturalist dis-
coversd the loss of the parent birds, and after awhile traced out
the depredator, and got possession of the fledgelings in a lalf-
starved state ; these it was determined to bring up by hand ; and
the operation of clipping was alveady performed upon three of
them, when the iden oceurred that the restoration of the remain-
ing perfect bird to the nest might have the effeet of attracting
the old ones back to their now deserted, becauso empty home.
The experiment wus tried and proved suceesszful, and, in the worda
of the pleased narrator, * the young bird was safely reared ; the
Ravens have since brought up $veral families in the same nest.”
There i3 perhiaps no bivd more widely distributed over the sur-
faco of the globe than the Raven, whi::?l it has been well suid by
the writer last quoted, * evoaks as gravely as with ourselves on
the shores of the Black and Caspian seas, visits our Indian meiro-
lis of Calentts, forees it way over the guarded shoves of Japan,
B:JTL']Jn among our busy descendonis in America, ronges from
cunt Eina to the Teeland cold of Heels, and braves the risour -
of the Arctic regions as far as Melville's Tslond.”  Carrary Ross
epeaks of it ns ** one of the fow birds enpable of braving the severity
of an arctic winter;"” and Dr. Ricntanpsox says ik h i
quenis the barren grounds of the most intense winter cold, its
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movements being directed in a great mensure by those of the
herds of rein-decr, musk-oxen, and bisons, which it follows, rendy
to assist in devouring such us wve killed by bensts of prey, or by
accident. No sconer has a hunter slanghtered an animal than
these birds are sect coming from various quarters to feast on the
offal; nnd considerable numbers constantly atlend the fizhing
stations, where they show equal boldness and rapucity.” 1In
allusion to the power which this bird possesses of imitatng tha
buman voice, the author lust quoted relates an instanee of one
he knew at Chatham, which, living in the vicinity of the guard-
hisnse, * more than onee turned out the guard, who thouglht they i
were called by the sentinel on duty.”

Aceording to Avnpusos, in the United States “the Raven is
in some degree n migratory bird, individuals retiving to the ex-
treme south during severe winters, but returning to the middle,
the western, and southern distriets ot the first indications of

milder weather." |
WiLsox charcterises as “ more fable” the necount given by :

Brrros, who says—** The Raven plucke oul the eves of buffaloEs

and then fixine on the back, it tears off' the ﬂuﬁl deliberately ; I

and. what renders theferoeity more detestable, it s not incited
by the cravings of hunger, but by the appetite for carnage; for
it can subsist on fruits, secd of all killi}ﬂ. and, indecd, may be
considered to be an omoivorous animal.” :

Girzerr WaITE has noticed 'a peeuliarity in the habits of the
Raven, which he says © must draw the attention of even the most
ineurious,” alithoush we do not recollect to have seen it alluded
to clsewhere, “They spend their leisure time in striking and |
enfling each other on the wing in a kind of playful skirmish; and
when they move from one place to another, Irequently twmn on
{heir backs with o loud evoak, and seem to be falling to thé
sround. When this odd gesture betides them they are seratch-
ingr themselves with one foot, and thus lose the centre of gravity.”
Much move might be written about this grave, and, in the eyes
of many, even of the present day, preternaturally cunning bird,
the feathered soothsayer of the Greeks and Romans, the oracular
voice of the fature to the Scandinavian nations, the harbinger of
evil and of death, the bird of night and of witcheraft, the grim
weteler by the gibbet, where swing the bones of the nuirderer,
that amid the pauses of the night wind, as it howls and whistles
over the lonely moor, croaks ominous, and, as Manoxe says in
The Jew of Malta,— :

“ Doth shake contagion from his sable wings.”
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4 9. Twe Carurox Crow.
: Corrus Corone, Lix, Corneille, Duy,  Die Raben Lriks, DecH.

Leseription.—This bird resembles the preceding in almost
every particular, exeept that it is smaller, being enly one and a
half feet long, and has not a conical, but a rounded tail. The
wheale plumnge is black, with a tinge of violet om the lower
part of the body.,

Observations,—In many parts of Germany this is a VETy
common bird, so that in groves which it frequents, more than
enc nest 13 often built upon the spme tree, The female lays four
to six green egas, spotted with greyand brown.  In places where
they do not migrate, but remain the whole year, young hirds
have been taken as carly as March, and successfully reared,
They are to be treated like the foregoing, and are even easier
to tame. I know cases in which old birds have been taught to

; e and go; and even wild birds, which having been fed in

_*ﬂ:w farm yand throughout the winter, have flown away at the
seginning of spring, and bred, yet, at a fixed time in the
autumn, have retwrned to be fed, and become s tame as barn-
door fowls,

Their food in a wild state consists of insects, worms, mics,
grain, ond different kinds of fruit,

In winter they may be casily eaught in fowns and villages
by paper cones, under which a piece of meat is placed, and
whose edges are smeared with bird lime. They mui,' also be
taken on limed twigs placed in the yard or near the house, to
which they will be attracted by scattered grain or dung.

Apprriovat.—Its partinlity for animal diet in o putrid state,
hag obtained for this Eﬁ'd the name Carrion Crow, by which it s
generally distinguished ; it 18 also sometimes called the Flesh
Crow, and the Gor, or Gore Crow, as well as the Black Crow,
the Corby Crow, and the Hoody Bran. In many of its habits
and charaeteristics it closely resembles the Raven, being a bold,
mischievous, predatory bird, with which man, and especially the
agriculturist, is confinually at war, And were it not for its
extreme caution and sagacity, there i reason to believe, so nume-

R=n = _r?” and persevering are its foes, that the species must have long
/ hnce become extinet, or, at all events, have been driven out of
; ¥ the more highly cultivated parts of the, country. On the con-
trary, however, we find that it is pruciﬁglgm these parts that
these black-coated depredators do most thickly congregate. Year

G
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after year, notwithstanding the gun and the snare, and the seare-

crow, and the rewards oflered for their destrnction, SWITTIIng

they alight wpon the rich corn lands, when the seed i3 newly
deposited in the earth, or just as the green bade begins to peep -
above the surfuee ; and the unlueky fumer sees his 'im]:ns of an
abundant harvest frugteated by this feathered marauder, who, a3
WiLsox says, * hovers over the fields of the industrions, faitening

on their labours, and, by his voravity, often blasting their expee-
tations.”

Tt hus been urced in defenco of the Crow, that he is a great
destroyer of worms, moles, mice, caterpillars, grubs, beetles, and
sueh like agricultural pests, mud perhaps if it were possible to
ealonlate the amount of good l.t'llivlh he effecls in this way, and
set it noainst o fuir sum total of Lis mischievons workings, we
should find that he is not so great an enemy to man afier all;
as this, however, is impossibie, we must be content to let the
gtigma rest upon his character, and to see him proscribed as a
thief and a villanons depredator. Lawless, however, as may be
their dealings with man, it scems that among themselves t
erows have a code of laws which are somewhnt strietly ohserved; I\
noless a Etnal!].- than death being sometimes inflicted on._offender
against them, ~Here s an account of the holding of one of their
courts of justice, taken from Landt’s Deseription of the Feroe
Tslands :— !

v Those extraordinary assemblages, which may bé called Crow-
pourts, are observed here (in the Feroe Tslands) as well as in the
Scotch isles; they eolleet in great numbers, as if’ they had been
all summoned for the oceasion. A few of the flock sit with
drooping heads ; others seem as grave as if they were judges, and
some are exceedingly sctive and nowsy, like lawyers, and wit-
nessés ; in the course of about half an hour the ccmEmy gene-
rally disperse; and it s not uncommon, after they have flown
away, to find one or two left dead on the spot.”

Mupte says of these birds that theyare not found in the High-
lands and northern isles of Seotland : perhaps it would have been
better to have said not eommonly found there; as their presence
in the Feroe Isles would seem to indicate that thr_-;.' would, at
least, oecasionally visit the Hebrides, and other outlying parts of
Scotland, as well as the northern coast. Mutier includes the
€. corone among the birds of Denmark ; and M. Nitssox says it
is found in Sweden, although rarely: in Norway and Teeland
also it is sometimes seem,  And now, turning our glanes sout !
ward, we may mention that it is an inhabitant of Germany, i
¥rance, Bpain, Provence, and Ifaly, in which countries it inha-
bits the woods from spring to autummn, and the plaing during ™7
the winter. According to Tewuixcr, it is fonud in the Morea,

L e e e
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and also in Japan ; while a Russian naturalist states that it inha-
bits the eountry south of the Cancassian range, between the Block
anid Caspian Seas, 'Wissor describes a Carrion Crow, which he
says is identical with the European species, and tells us that it is
generally distrilbuted over the cultivaied parls of North Americ:.
And, eoming again {0 our own country, we may remark that the
Irish naturalist, Troursox, informs us that it frequents the sea-
coast of that country, chiefly through the northern paris, We
believe that theve are no English eounties in which these birds
are not found. Here is Mupis's aceount of their halits .—

“ They nestle in hirh trees, but they prefer the neighbourhood
of rich countries, and henco they arve not found in the Highlands,
They prowl about, even to the doors of the houses, and mnto the
poultry-yards, and are vorncious devourers of eggs, young poul-
try, young rabbils, and young game, even more go than the regu.
lar birds of prey. They punch out the eyes of weak animals,
hawl at birds on the wing, open-shelled mollusen on the sca-

hore; and there are modern instances in corroboration of the
story of the ancient philosopher who was killed by a crow mis-
taking his head for a stone, and dropping an oyster on it in order
to break the shell. One of these wos seen by the celehrated
Warr. A erow caught up a erab, rose with it to a considerable
height, dropped it. not on the Lead of o modern philosopher—or
he might not have come more safely off than the ancient one—
but on o stone, and descended Lo Lier feast,

“ Though not a very long winged bird, the Carrion Crow rises to
a conziderable height, higher than that at which the Hooded Crow
is seen ; and in defence of ber brood, she beats off’ the smaller
Hawks, the Kite, and the Roven, The brood remain with the
parent birds till next breeding time; and though these Crows
collect in small flocks during the winter, they seem to do so
rather from an accidental meeting in quest of food, than from
any principle or instinet of a social nature.  During the breeding

season, ench pair keep within their own terrilory, which 15 of

ponsiderable extent, though at otlier times they associate during
the night. When the spring begins to be felt, they separate :
the Hooded Crows migrate, and the Rooks colleet together. These
are, at least, distinctions of habit."

WiLsox gives some interesting particulars of the in-door habits
of this lird, * The Crow is casily roised ond domesticated ; ancd

i only when thus rendered unsuspicious of, and placed on
terms of familiarity with man, that the true traits of his genius
and native disposition fully develop themselves. In this state he
goon learns to distinguish all the members of the family; flics
towurds the gate, screaming, st the spproach of o stranger;
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learns to open the door by alighting on the latch; attends regu- i
larly at the stated hours of dinner and brea kinst, which he :|-|3l]_'-l5'4|-fI‘ r
punctually to recollect ; is extremely noisy and loquagious ; imi-
tates the sound of various words pretty distinetly ; is a great
thicf and hoavder of ruriusltics-—hhilu;‘; in holes, corners, and
ereviees every loose avticle he ean enrry ofl, particularly small |
pieces of metal, corn, bread, and food of all kinﬁs; is fond of the |
society of Lis master, and will know him cven after o long ab-

sence, of which the following i3 a remarkable instance, and may . !
be relied oo as o fact: A VETY W Urlh]" EL‘L‘IL[L':L'L'I:H‘.]. now {].Bl].}
living in the Gennesee couniry, but who, at the time alluded to,
resided on the Deloware, o fow miles below Eanston, had raised a
Urow, with whose tricks aud society he used frequently to amuse
himself, This Crow lived long in the family ; but at length dis- !
appeared, laving, ns was then sup{wu'd, been shot by some

vagrant gunner, or destroyed by aceident.  About eleven months I
afier this, as the gentleman, one nmrning. in company with seve- |
ral others, was stunding on the river-shiore, a number of Cro f
happening to pass by, one of them left the flock, and flying

directly towards the mm]lmzln}'. alighted om the gentleman's

ghoulder, and began to gabble away with great volubilily, as
one long-nhsent friend naturally enough docs on meeting with
another. On recovering from his surprise, the gentleman instantly
recognised bis old aequaintance, and endeavoured, by several
civil, but sly mancuvres, to lay hold of him; but the Crow, not
altogether relishing quite so mueh familiarity. having now had a
taste of the sweets n? liberty, eautiously cluded all lns attempts ;
and suddenly glaneing lis eye on his distant companions, mounted
into the air after them, soon overtook and mivgled with them,
and was never afterwards seen to return,”

We have said that the Crow 15 o bold and mischievous bird ;
levercts and young rabbits ave frequently destroyed by it, and
sometimes even weak lambs @ in the preserve and the dove-vole,
and the pouliry-yard, it ot times does considerable mischief.
Yareern relates that * a Carrion Crow was obaerved fo steal a
voung duck, which it pounced upon while in a pond, and carried
12 off in his bill. The Crow did not drop the duck in order te kill
it, but lnid it down on the ground, walking backwards and for-
wards, and treading upon it until it was dead.” Another ob.
server gtales, * That while looking at an old Sgarmw entieine
forth its young ones, a Crow pounesd upon it, held it between i
claws, and instantly tore it in picces a3 would a bird of prey.”

Harrisox AmvsworTH, in his Rookwood, gives a song of the -
Carrion Crow, so full of spirit and character, that we are disposed  *
to quote it—
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“The Carrion Crow is & sexton bold,
He raketh the dead from out the monld

He delveth the growd like & miser old, &
Siealthily hiding his store of gold. ‘
Cawr ! peaae f

The Carrion Crow hath a coat of black,
Silky and sleck like a pricst's, on his lack ;
Like a lawyer he grubbeth—uno matter what way—
The fouler the offal the richer his prey.
Crw ! care I the Carrion Crom !
Dig ! dig ! i the ground below !
The Carrion Crow hath a dainty maw,
With savoury pickings he crammeth his craw;
Kept meat from the giblet it pleaseth his whim,
It never can hastg too long for him,
Coer ! pmie !
The Carrion Crow smelleth powder, ‘tis said,
: Like a soldier escheweth the taste of cold lead ;

Ko jester in mime hath more marvellous wit,
For wherever he lighteth he maketh a hit.
. Cow [ caww ! the Carrion Crow !
Dig ! dig! i the ground below 1™

10. Tz Hoonep Crow.
Corvus Cornir, Lin.  Corneille Mantelde, Duy. Die Nebelbrihe, Becu.

Description and Peeuliarites.—In winter this bird is to be
met with in almost all parts of Germany, but in summer only
in the north ; when it breeds in woods and gardens near the
open country. The female lays four to six eges, of a bright
green, streaked and spotted with brown.  The bird is some-
what larger than the preceding, and is grey, exeept the head,
throat, wings, and tail, which are black.

When young it speaks better than the preeeding, and if taken
when old iz more ensily tamed. It is f{reated in the sume
manner.

AppiTtonat.—This species of the Corvus family, which is vari-
onsly called thie Grey Dun, Bunling, Heedy Royston, or Hooded
Crow, the latter being its most common name—is, according to
Macpinuiveay, very abundant in most parts of the northern

d*middle divisions of Scotland and its islands, but becomes
Tarer as we advance sonthwards. In many parts of England it

’ is found only during winter. ** Although somewhat more social
than the Carrien Crow, or the Raven, it is not gregarious ; fog, al-
though four or five individuals may often be seen together, more
than that number seldom convene unless when attracted by en
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abundant supply of food. Tt derives its subsistence firom carrion,
dead fish, L'r:l*h'. echini, molluzen, lurvm, grain, and other mattord,
it bejog fully ne promiscuons u feeder as the Carrion Crow, or the
Raven, although it cortainly prefers fish and molluséa to largs
varcasces, and very raroly feeds upon a strouded whale, or even o
domestic animal,  Young lnmbs are favourite delicacies, and in
severe sunsons, when summer in vain struggles with winter, some-
tines affords alwndant temporary supply. 1 am not, howoever,
inelined to believe that the Hodded Crow often destroys these
animals, noe that it ventures to attock sickly sheep. It never i
dizputes a prize with the Raven, much less the Eagle, nor will it P
advanee s0 near to o dog as the former of these bieds, which it J
resembles in vigilanee and cunning, but without showing equal I
!
¢

boldness.
* Perhaps the most remarkable Lalit of the Hooded Crow, is
one whiclh most persong who have observed it, consider as indi-
cative of the approach of rain, but which I have not found to
have any connection with that phenomenen. In {Lluit-t. and more
espeeially in dull close weather, one of them, perched on a nto!% :
or crag, continues to croak for a long time, being responded to o
intervals by another that has taken a station ab some distanee,
Its voice is not so loud or clear as that of the Carrion Crow, but
resolves itselfl into o rather harsh sound, resembling the syllable
eraa, pronouneed by a genuine Aberdonian, On ordinary ocea-
sions, 1ia flight is peculiarly sedate, being performed by regularly
timed slow J-E\euts i but, when necestary, it can be greatly nccelé-
rated, although it never equals in rapidity that of the Raven. '
It also walks in the same stuid manner ss the Carrion Crow and
the Rook, and in general wears a grave aspeet, demeaning itsclf
80 a8 if' it were not disposed to indulge inunbecoming levity, 1t
rarely molests other birds, nor is it often attacked by any.”
Aceording to Sziny, “in those distriets of Scutland whers
these birds most abound (which appenr to be on the western and
northern parts of the main land, in the Scottish isles), there is no
visible diminution of their numbers during the winter months ;'
and therefore it has been inferred that those which visit England
are annual migrants from Sweden, Norway, and other north.
enatern countries. They generally make their appearance ot shont
the spme time ns the '\-{'uorj:-ouka. “which birds,” says Yaunenr,
“are known always to take advantage of a north-castern hinuz.u
for their journey." :
Trsstixck relates, “that in the northern countries of Eumﬁ{
where the C. eorone is rare, o mixed breed is produced between
it :I.LH] the O eorpiz.” WM any instances of this !Hilli: ture of breeds -
are also quoted by Yaemeir, but it does not appear whetler
this bybrid race of birds is capable of reproduction : probably
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itis not. Tt scems likely that the passage which we have quoted
from Laxow, in refercnce to the ]11.-]11.1i.ng of *a Crow Courl,” may
refer to these birds, and not to the Carrion Crow; for Mome
gpeaks of their assembling in large numbers, as if for the purpose
of some solemn inquisition, previous to their dispersion for the
bLrecding season, and these meetings, he thinks, have reference to
offices of love and gallantry ; then it is that they elwose their
males, and settle their guarrels of rivalry, wlich sometimes have
futal terminations.

The author last quoted, also fells us, that *in the south the
Hooded Crows usnally appear in small flocks, and come not only
to the corn-fields, but to the neighbourhood of villages, und even of
towns, gather any garbage they ean find, ond play the scavenger
in the kennels, and at the lay-stalls. On the sea-shore they are
not uneommon, where they pick up dead fish and birds, or any
sort of animal substance, no matter how decayed or putrid, that
may have been left prounded by the tide. W L W

#* They ulso prowl about the preserves, warrens, and pastures,
gnd if they find any animal in o disabled or wealkly state, they
ipunch out its eves, and if they are not able to kill it on the spot,
lenve it to perish, and return to the carrion at their leisure,  In
the north they carry on similar depredations during the whole
gummer. The nu!I-HH:*r of eggs and young birds of Grouse and
other species which they destroy, is very great, and in some Elaﬂm
of the Highlands, and the northern isles, uspm:i.u.l{l-:r\( in the Feroe
Islands, they rob the ground of the seed corn and the potatoes.”

" 11. Tuz Roox.

Corvus Frugilegus, Lax.  Le Freur ou la Frayomne, Buw, Die Saal-
ferahe, Buou,

Although no notice of the Rook oceurs in the work which
forms the basie of the preseot volume, yet is it a bird whose
associntions with mon and his labours are eo intimate and well
known, thatwe connotwell omit giving some account of its habits
and characteristics.  To the British naturaliet there is perhaps
no more intercsting and important member of the coreus tribe
than this; certainly none that has attracted a greater shore of
attention, It is described by Maceruivear as having the
4 fouthers of the fore part of the head and throat abraded,
plumage black, splendent, with purple, blue and green reflee-
tions; that of the neck blended, silky, steel-blue, purple and
green s the bill attenuated towards the tip.  Young, with the
head entirely feathered, the plumage black, less glossy. The
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nest is large, composed of sticks, and lined with fibrous roofs,
long straws, wool, and other substances.  Tho eggs are four or
five in number, an inch and ten-twelfths long, an inch and
quurter broad, colowr Hght greenish blue, Motched, clouded,
gpotted, dotted, or freckled, with greyish and greenish brown,
aud light purplish grey.

Avprrrowat.—Paxraxtinformsus that the Rook, or Bare-ficed
Crow, as it is sometimes ealled, is the Cervws of Vinerr, beingr the »
only species of this family of birds which is strietly gregarious,
an “&Iil.'h therefore answers the deseription of the Latin poet,
who very naturally describes their evening return to their nests,
when

* rustling on the wing,
From their wide plifnies the Rooks thick darkness fling."

“Rooks," says Mup1g, “have a history which is neither brief
nor void of interest ; und they are so nunierous, and found in
many places, that any one may study it." As no oue has related
that Justory in a more lively and graphic way than this autbor
himself, we cannot do better than refer our readers to his interest-
i work on the Feathered Tiibes of Britain, before alluded to.

The Rook is a social bird ; he builds his nest very commonly
in the immediate vieinity of human habitations ; Le is often to
be found surrounded by his eawing progeny in the very midst
of erowded ecities. Yawmers tells usthat * In the spring of 1838,
a pair of Rooks began to form a nest intthe erown which sur-
mounts the vane of St. Olave's ehureh, in Hart Steeet, Crutehed
Friars; and many persons remember the nest built in a singlo
and not very lofty tree near the corner of Wood Street, Cheap-
side. A few years since, a pair built their nest between the wings
of the dragon of Bow Church ; and in the gardens of two noble-
men in Curzon Street, May Fair, a considerable number of
Rooks have built for many years, and these probably received an
addition at the destriction of the rookery in the gardens of
Carlton House,” We have it on the authority of Mz, Brack-
WELL, & contributor to the Zoological Jowrnal, that some low
Ttalian poplars, in ncentral part of the town of Manchester, were
for awhule the chosen breeding-place of three pairs of these birds;
and on that of Bewick, that a nest built by a.peir of Rooks on
the top of the vane of the Exchange, in cﬁ'cmﬂuaupnn-ﬁﬂm.-
was tenanted for ten successive seusons, althouph turned alout
with every wind that blew, Macerniiveay also montions that
Rooks build every year in the heart of the eity of Ediuburgh.
Letou HusT, in'his fudicator, thus pleasantly alludes to tho
Books of the Temple Gardens. * From Woodcote Green, a
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roity sequestered spot between Ashted Park and the town of
ppaom, ooks are said to have been first taken to the Templo
Gardens by Sir Willinm Nuﬂhc};, secretary to Queen Anne.
How heightened is the pleasure given you by the contemplation
of & beautiful spot, when yon think it lus been the means of
conferring a rood elsewhert, 1 would eather live near a rookery,
which had sent out a dozen eolonies, than have the solitury idea
of them complete. In solitude you crave after human good ;
ani here a piece of it, however chieap in the eyes of the scornful,
has been eonferred ; for Sie William's eolony flourishes, it seems,
in the smoke of London. Rooks always appenred to me the
clergymen among birds ; grave, black-conted, sententious ; with
BN eyo (o a snug gylvan sbode, and plenty of tithes. Their
clerkly character is now mixed up in my im@gination with some-
thing of the lawyer. They and the lawyers' * studious bowers,"
as Spenser calls the Temple, appear to suit one another. Did
you ever notice, by the way, what a soft and pleasant sound there
15 in the voices of the yowng rooks—a sort of kindly chunekle, like
at of an infant being fed P X6 hos been, and i8, o much-dis-
ted question, whether Rooks are most beneficial orhurtful toman.
WATERTOXN appears to think the balanee as about equal : Kxare,
that it inelines very much in favour of the birds, as does also
Jesse, who cifes several instances in which they have cflected
rood upon 4 moat extensive scale.  * An extensive experiment,”
e tolls us, ““appears to have been made in some of the agricul-
tural districts on the continent, the result of which has been the
opinion that farmers do wrong in destroying Rooks, Jays, Spar-
rowsz, and, indeed, birds in gtmnrn]. In our own country, in somo
very large farms in Devonshire, the proprietors defermined.
few summers ago, to try the result of offering a great reward for
the heads of Hooks; but the issue proved destruefive to the
farmers, for nearly the whole of the crops failed for three sueces-
sive years, and they have since been forced to import Rooks and
other birds to restock their firms with.” “A similar experiment,”
says YARRELL, * was made a fow years ago in a northern county,
in reference to Rooks, and with no better suecess ; the farmers
were obliged to reinstate the Rooks, to save their crops.”
Muceinniveay has noticed that a great varicky of notes are
uttered by the Rooks under different eirenmstances; and that so
far from their cry being always merely a klea, 08 is generally
supposed. their voice 18 eapable of great modifieations. Their
itative powers, too, are very considerable.  Mr. Weim, a cor-
respondent of the above-named naturalist, mentions ona kept by
an old woman at Baihgate, which imitated so well the barking of
a dog, that il placed out of view, it was u:n]ﬁsnil?h: to detect the
deception.  Hewrrsox speaks of o Rook which imitated the note
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of the Jackdsw. Many instances are on record, which go to prove
that this bird possesses o lavge shure of that peculinr sagacity
which distinguishes several other ndividuals of the Crow tribe;
two very amusing ones are mentioned by Tiosrsox, in his Note
Book of @ Natwralist, which we thiuk it well o quote : he says,
“ I often witnessed the drolleries of & Rook belonging to the E.‘IJ;::;1
Tun, at Faversham, which was much frequented by eommerci
travellers, whoso chaises, if their stay was o brief one, were al-
lowed to remain in the yard. The ook, in o listless manner,
and s if be had no object in view, would hop about one, and at

last disappear under the driving seat.  In a short time the horse ,i
was put to, and the traveller deove on to the next stage, when the
TRook issued from his concealment, and by the most impressive
eroaks signified Lis delight at his eseapade. Tlis was of constant
occurrence, and the landlord nssured me (hat these jounte cost
himn many shillings for the back emrriage. Amnother bird, on the
same road, either at Dartford or Welling, was in the Labit of ac-
companying & coach which ehanged horses at his master’s hopso
on its way to London, till it met the down coach, when it {rans
ferred itzelf to that vehiele and returned home."”

Over part of the Kuropean continent the Rook is said o be a
migratory bird ; it is sometimes observed to eross the Channel
from this country, although it is not found in Guernsey or Jersey,
nor in the Shetland nor Orkney Isles. It inhabits the range of”
eountry between the Black n.u{fc.uapim Seas, and also, according
to TEuamixck, 18 a dweller in Japan.

12, Tee Jickpaw.
Corvis Monedula, Lix:  Chouca, Bue. Die Dohle, Beon.

Description and Observations,—Thiz bird, from the circum-
stance of moking its mest in old buildings and rins of every
deseription, is naturally half tame; and becomes enfirely so,
if rearcd by hand. Inthat case it may be allowed to run about
the yord with the poultry. The nest generally containg from
four to seven green eggs, spotted with derk brown and black,
The Jackdaw is prized by amateurs, not so much on ac-
count of its speaking powers, which are not very great, os of
its tamences and recognition of its owner, It offen becomes
g0 fumiliar as to accompany its posscssor in his walks, and #o
attentive, os o notice all that pusses in a house—especially i
the culinary department. Even old birds may be taught to
obey a call, if their wings be cut in autumn, snd again in spring,
go that they only gradually recover the power, of flight. In
this case, the bird will certeinly return to the yord at the ap-
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proach of winter. The Jackdaw is about the size of a Tigeon,
being thirteen inches and a half' in longth. The back of the
_head is light grey; the rest of the body black, rather paler on
the belly thun elsewhere.
When in winter it eats wild garlic in the fields, it prescrves
the offensive smell for o long time, even in the house,

_Apmrio¥at—In many of its habits and characteristics, this
bird very closely resembles the Rook ; he is o £, lively, and
loguacions fellow, fond of the eompany of his feathered comge-
ners, and also of human socicty ; he is more compact of form and
lively in his actions thun any other bird of the genue Corvine, of
which e is the smallest member, though not any means the
least important, ifhis own estimate is to be taken,—that is, judging
of this by his consequentinl airs, and tokens of self-eatisfied im-
portance. He is a handsome bird, too, with his black head and
wing eoverls plossed with blue and violet reflections, running off

s as if o smoke wreath were floating over, and partly
M hiding the rich dark shades of his plumage. The following is
dvpie's nccount of some of his distinguishing peculiarities:
s Holes and chinks are the immediate places in which Jackdaws
nestle; but these must be elevated above the level of the ground,
and the higher they are the bird likes them the better. 1t is pro-
bable that the origmal instinct is the protection of its epgs and
young from the weasels. Rocks, the edges of neglected quarrics,
the projecting parapets of bridges, towers, steeples, ruins, the
earth where it forms u very steep and erumbling bank, are all
rezorted to by the Jackdaws ; and one would imagine that the
birds are fonder of the socicty of man than of having the locality
to themselves. But the faet is, that these birds court the vicinity
of human dwellings for the same reason as the House-Swallows,
because insects are most abundant there.  Fifty towers may be
built in an insectless wilderness, nnd never o Jackdaw would
come to nestle in them.

o Tn the winter months, the Jackdaws and Rooks flock toge-
ther, and colleet their food on the same fields, and of the same
kind, without any hestility ; but in the spring, when the Rooks
return to the rookery or the trees, the Jackdaws collect about
the rocks and towers. Their habits are, indeed, very similar to

: those of the Rooks, with the exception of the places in which

nestle, and the materials of the nest; both are generally of

sticks, but the Jackdaw uses a lining of softer matters. The dif-

ference of their notes ensily distinguishes the two species, even

when they are so blended _and distant that the eye cannot. The

Seoteh names, Craa and Kae, are, perhaps, as expressive of their
sounds as names can well be.
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“Tn some places, one would think that there ia more in their =g
winter associating than werely accidental meeting on the same
pasturcs.  In the latter pavt of the season, when the Rooks from
one of the most extensive rookeries in Britain made daily exeur-
gions of about six miles to the warm grounds by the sea-gide,
and in their flight passed over a deep ravine in tﬁc rocky sides,
or rather side (for they inhabit the sunny one), on which there
were many Jockdaws, T have observed that when the cawing
of the Rooks in their morning flight was heard at the ravine,
the Jackdaws, which had previously been still and ouiet, in-
stantly raised their shriller notes, and flew out to join the Rooks,
both parties elamouring loudly, as if weleoming each other ; and
that, on the retwren, the time of which was no Lﬁu arury of the
weather of the succeeding day, lhe])uwu.mum]muiccrllm Rooks
a little post the ravine; then both cawed their favewell, and de-

arted. What is more singular, I have seen, too frequently

or its being merely accidental, a Daw return for & short time
to the Rooks, a Hook to the Daws, or one from each roce, mgct
between, and be noisy together for a epace afier the bands
separated. With the reason I do not mterfere, not being in
secrets of either party ; but the fact is as certain as it is corious.
In order that any one who pleases may investigate the matter, I
may mention that the Rooks were from the woods of Panmure,
the Daws from the den of Pitairley, and the feeding ground was
the low part of the parishes of Monifeith and Barry, all in the
county of Angus.

“ From the esse with which Jackdaws con be observed, there
are many stories of them, and also of the perils to which boys
expose themselves in plundering their nests, One of the most
oxtraordinory of the latter, is that of Murray, the Dundee barber,
The battlement of the old tower there is about one hundred and
fifty foct above the pavement at the base. Murray (when a bﬂj"‘i
went through one of the holes in the parf?ut, hung by one han
to o Seoteh bonnet, which another boy held from within, and with
his other hand drew the eggs uudrﬂ'u‘un birds from the nests,
and put them in the bonnet. W ile thus mp’iuﬁcd. he kept
warning his companion, * If you let go the bonnet, I'll give you
none of the spoil.” The Jackdaw is casily amed, and long re-
members those who have paid attention to it ; indeed, 6 is almost
tame in its nutural state; but it is noisy and impudent, and not
very honest.” !

I'Fu this we may well add an extract from the account given by
MacorLuiveay in his History of Brifish Birds. _

“ Jackdaws inhabit deserted buildings, steeples, towers, and ™
high rocks, eapecially those along the const.  Sallying from thence
at garly dawn, they betake themselves to the pastures, meadows,
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we plonghed fields, to search for larvm, worms, insects, and in

eral the same sort of food as the Rooks, with which they
afien associate on their excursions. They walk gracefully, and
anich more smartly than the Rooks, often running under excite-
ment, and frequently quarrelling together, although without any
gerious results,  They do not despise carrion, and on the shore
will oecasionally feed on shell-fish, crustacea, and fishes, being
nearly a2 omnivorous a8 the Hooded Crows, although giving a
decided preference to larva, They are scarcely less vigilant than
the Rooks, at least while in the fields, so thal it is not always
easy to get within shot of them; but in the breeding senson one
may readily procure specimens by concealing himself in the midst
of their haunts.

*This is one of the few birds that habitunlly or oceasionally
reside in the heart of citics, where it selects a steeple, a church
tower, or any ofher high building in which it can find a sullicicnt
number of secure retreats. In Hdinburgh, for example, it fre

( iu(".n‘ts Heriot's and Watson's hospitals, the University, the In-

ry, the chapel of Holyrood House, and the Castle, although
z the latter it iz chiefly in the rock that it takes up its abode.
In the country, ruinous enstles are its favourite places of resort,
and it is found, for example, at Dunottar, Rosslyn, and Tan-
tallon castles, and the buildings on the Bass. It also not upfre-
3'-!&11”5' finds refuge in high rocks, 0s at the Cove, near Aber-
een, and in other places along the conast; and in defect of more
agrecable lodgings, will sometimes seltle in o wood.

“In these places also it nestles, as well as not unfrequently in
the interior of chimneys in wlhich fire is not kept. The nest is
fixed in any convenient recess, in a coruice, or other projecting
part of o bailding, in the Lole of a spout, or, in short, in any
place that scems suitable. Tt has a base-work of sticks, on which
15 laid a quantity of straw, wool, feathers, and other soft mate-
rials. The egga are from four to seven, gencrally five, of a regu-
lar oval form. broader in proportion to their length than those of
the other species, much lighter also, being of a very pule greenish
blue, or rather blueish white, covered, more profusely at the larger
end, with small, round, separated spots of dark brown and pale
purplish. They vary in length from an inch and four-twelfths to
an nch and six-twelflths in dinmeter, from eleven and a half.
tweliths to a twelfth more. The eges are generally deposited in
L v, and the young are abroad by the end of June.

“Like the Wheatear, it has sometimes been found to nestle in
arabbit’s ole. Thus, Wiirte relates that a gentleman residing
near Chichester informed him that * that many Daws build ﬂrer}'
earin the rabbit burrows under pround, The way he and his
thers used to take their nests while they were v, was Ly
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listening ot the mouths of the holes, and if they heard the young
ones ery, thoy twisted the nest out with a forked stick,! * Ano-
ther very unlikely spot,” e adds, *is made use of by Daws ns 8
place to breed ing and that is Stoncheuge.  These birds deposit
their nests in the interstices between the upright and the impost
stones of that amazing work of antiquity ; which cireumstance
alone speaks the prodigions height of the upright stones, thus
they should b tall enough to seeure those nests from the annoy-
ance of shepherd boys, who are always idling round that place.”
Much curious maiter might be added resproting the situntions
in which the nests of the Jackdnws are sometimes built, and the
gubstanees of which they are composed, wool nnd other soft sub-
stances being used for the lining, and sticks loosely put together
forming the exterior. Mr. J. Dinxsox relates, in the Megazine
oft Natural History, ¥ that at Cambridge, where the Jackdewa
are very numerous, they appropriated the wooden labels atteched !
to the plants in the Botanie Gardens to the purposes of building !

venience ; ps many as eightcen dozen of these labels, which we

principally of fir, and about nine inches long and one broad, w

taken out of a single chimney shaft, in which the birds were in

the habit of forming their nests.” OF the extroordinary mass of
materials sometimes colleeted by this bird, we have so instance

quoted by Yanrecw, from a letter addressed to him by C. AxpEn-

sox, Baq., of Lea, near Guinsborough, who states, that o Jock- P,
daw began its nest in the steep and narrow steps of a spiral

stone staircase in Saunby Churel, Lea, and fioding that it could

not get a base sulficiently flat snd broad for its purpose, con- [
tinued to pile up sticks to the height of five or six steps, uniil a

landing waos reached where the structure was finished off securely,

if not very neatly. An instance, giving evidence of still greater
perseveranee and sagarity, not to say intelligence, on the part of

to such an extent ns to couse great perplexity and serious ing‘m‘ !

the bird, is recorded by Jessg, in his Seenes and Toles of Conn- '
try Life; this was in the bell tower or turret of the chapel of i
Eton College ; and the most remarkable cirenmstance connected ~
with it was, that the feathered architeets having to bring the o

timber which they employed through a narvow aperture in the
wall, broke, or cmgkcd]: each of them exactly in the middle, so
that they could be doubled up, and thus drawn through more
eagily. In The Dumfrics Cowrier, n fow years back, it wae re-
lated that a clump of trees in Cully Park, in which a flock of
Daws had long built, having been completely wrecked by a foar
ful storm, the birds betook themselves, for the purposes of breed.
ing, to some rablit burrows close by, which henceforth hind both
furred and feathered inhabitants, who lived amieably together,
and formed one * happy family.” In Brows's dueccdofes may
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found several, whieh strikingly exhibil #his bird as one of
grest aaoacity, bul we have not space to quote them. Warerrox
eossiders that when Jackdaws once pair thoy remain partuera for
ife : they are found in most parts of thiz country, as well as in
Holland, Franee, Germany, .l]I.'l.];,', and on the northern shores of
Africa; also in Denmark, Seandinavia, Russin, Western Siberia,
and even Iceland. Specimens have been found in Smyrna and
Trebizend, and most of the countries botwoen the Black and the
Caspian Seas ; but neither in Tndin roper nor throurhont the
tontinent of Ameriea. This bird is !]m]inI}' characterized in a
poem by Vixcext Bovexg, well rendered by Cowper.  'We have
ooly space for the first verse ;—
*There is a bird who by his coat,
Aunil by the hoarseness of his uote,
Might be supposed a erow 5
A great frequenter of the ehurch,
Where, bishop-like, he finds a perci,
Amil dormitory too."

13. Toe Jay.
Corvur Glandarine, Liv. Le Geai, Bur. Der Hol=heker, Brcm.

Dieseription.—This is a beautiful bird, which in my youth I
have often scen among the peasants of the Thuringian forest,
confined in a cage and taught to speak. It is thirteen inches
and a half long, and about the size of a Pigeon ; its benk is
black, and resembles that of a Crow ; the feet are brown and
somewhat inclining to flesh colour ; all its smaller feathors are
soft and silky ; almost the whole hody may be described as
tinged with purple ashen grey ; the throat is whitish : the eyes
reddish white ; the vent and rump quite white ; the large loose
feathers on the top of the head can be erceted into a black grey
and pwple crest; on cach side of the head a black stripe runs
from the lower mandible almost half way down the neck ; the
pen feathers are blackish, the centre ones having o white border,
which produces a spot of the same colonr on the wings. The
larger coverts are crossed on the outer side by bright narrow
stripes of whitish blue, light blue, and bluish black, the colonrs
of which blend together like those of the rainbow, and add

ch to the beauty of the bird ; the tail feathers aro blaclk,
but grey at the roots, and tewards the point marked by trans-
verse bands like those just deseribed. The female e only
distinguishable from the male by having on the back of the
neck 4 greyish, in place of a reddish tinge,
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Ilabitat.—The Jay is found in forests, hoth in mountaineus o
and level countries, bat especially in woods where comfonts
are mixed with other trecs.  In the house it must be confint
in 2 large wire cage, to which the shape of u tower or any
other may be given at pleasure,

Food.—In o wild state it lves on acorns and beech mast,
and when these fail, on various inscets, worms, ond berrics.
It is vory destructive in the cherry orchard.  In confinement
it soon becomes aceustomed to brun sonked in millk, but will
cat also bread, curds; meat, and anything that comes to table.
It is particularly fond of acorns anid nus. 1t must be kept
very clean, os it s apt to divty its feathers and spoil its appear-
ance, The best food for it is, however, wheat alone, ns in this
case ifs exerements are neither so soft, nor so fietid, os other-
wize; on this dict it will live many years. It requires an
abundmnt supply of fresh water both for drinking and bathinrs-

EQL I

Breeding.—The Jay builds its nest in beeches, ouks, and
trees, and luys six or seven ashen grey eggs, covered with s
dark brown spots. If the young birds are to be taught to spealk,
they should be taken from the nest when fourteen days old,
and fod with enrds, bread, meat, &e. They are easily rearcl
and domesticated. The old binds are very diffieult to tame ;
they conceal themselves gt the sight of auy one, and will
soomer fast the whole day than reappear.

Mode of Tiking.—Whoever 1.1'1&%“:5 to catch old binds, will
find the following method the best :—In autumn, choose, in a
spot frequented by these birds, a fir or pine, which stands five
or six paces from any other free; cut from this all the super-
fluous branches, leaving only sufficient to form o sort of Indder,
and dock these to the length of two, to two and a half’ feet:
let these branches, which shonld extend from about ten fect
from the ground, to six feet from the summit of the tree, he
covered with limed twigs : under the tree a small hut lightly
roofed with brushwood is to be built, capable of holding as
many persons as are desirous to share in the sport.  On this is
placed a living or dead Owl, or an Owl made of clay, or even
a hareskin will do, go that it is attached to a string by w
it can be moved. To attract the Jays, a wooden whistle is
necessary, having a bit of cherry-tree rind ingerted in the
noteh, and covered with another piece of the same—the ery of
the Owl is thus imitated ; the Jays, its cnemies, flock together
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d utter their eries. The alternate ery of Owl and Jay brings

i more ; they fly on to the lime twigs, fall down, aud are eorricd

by the weight through the roof of the hut.  Other birds are

- iten attracted in this manner, and come to the reseucof the Jays;

and Juys, Magpies, Woodpeckers, Redbreasts, and Thrushes, are

frequently canght uf onee.  Thismode of bird-catching may be

practised either at day-brealt or in the twilight. They are

also cought without difficulty in the water-trap—by which

means young birds, with half- grown tails, may be obtained in

1 * July. These are not too old to be tamed and taught to speak.

s Attractive Qualities.—The docility of the Jay is, as before

gaid, ifs chief recommendation. 1t may easily be taught to

’ speak, cspecially if the tongue-string be cut, though not more

than unconnected words; it learns also to imitate liftle airs on

! the trumpet, as well as the songs of soveral other birds, 1is

' beanty is to many amateurs a sufficient recommendation, but

ay also be taught to come and go at command—though

e 1T :f)ara not suceeed, as with the other Corvine birds, in the
town, but ouly in the vicinity of ficlds and woods.

Apprrrowat.—The Common Jay, Blue-winged Joy, Jay Pie,
and Jay Pyet, are the nomes by which we distinguish this handsome
bird, which is pretty generally distributed throughout the wooded

arts of England, Ireland, and Scotland. Mremir very {:!.ai'ly

Ersuril:us it a5 one of the most beautiful of our resident birds,

and says that “it is not onc of which it is_easy to get a sight

upon compulsion, as the more you follow it, it plunges the deeper

into the thick of tho coppice. The best place for observing 1t

well, is whers there are peas or cherries near its haunis, aa it

feeds greedily upon these, and muy then be watched for o longer

time thon ite wary habits will admit of under most circumstances.

# Taya do not flock, neither have they meetings similar to those

_of the Magpics, and some of those Crows that breed apart from

each other ; nor, though it haa been observed in some instances,

has it been fully established that the young remain with the old

birds after they are fully fledged, and capable of finding their

' own food. That is rather against the genernl analogy of their

natures, for they are much more predatory than the Magpies,

alt “Eh congidernbly smaller.  They are equally, II.F not more,

ructive of the eggs of small birds ; they eatel mice, and they
oecasionally pounce upon bivds, and kill and devour them,

“ One of their most remarkable qualities is the volubility of their
gounds, and the readiness with which, when tamed, they can be
made to articulate.  Their alarm note, which they utier upon the

- i3
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appearance of any thing that is dangerous, or even strange in thei

Liaunts, is peeuliely horsh s but they have s love-note in the carly
part of the season, which i# not only soft, but so low, and apps-
rently eantious, that it scems whispering to their mates, ns if b

hidle their aflections and their lnbours from the other tenants of the
grove. Even there they are very imitative, and though they do not
attempt the songs of the warllers, they are vory adroit at bleating,
sereaming, ]]{'igﬁim{. and, in short, imitating all the harsher sounda,
What purpose these may answer, whether to seare or invite, or
misllr:'.'l.r[’ other birds, is not known, The soft note is, in the
warmer parts of the country, often heard again townrd the latter
partz of the senson, beeanse there the Jays Tiave often two broods
in the year; and it zeems (o be in such inaws only that the family
l{L'q:]r: together during winter.

# The first ineulation is toward the end of May, the nest being
begun about the first of that month. It is better built than that
of the Rook, but less earofully lined than the Crow's, or generally
than the Magpie's, and it has no walls or roof like the lat{er
The platform 13 of sticks, and the immediate receptacle for
eges, which is shallow, is of gross aud roots. The eops area o B
the same in number a3 those of the Magpie; the incubation lasts
about two weeks, and the young acquire their plumage in July,

“The Jay is, for its size, mnmrkahiic for the rapacity of its appe-
tite, and the widencss of its swallow, and eats ncorns, nuts, and
chiestnuts entire ; but there are other substances of which it makes
more of & bonie bowche, It is very partial to the flowers of the
erugcifere, which it pulls elowly aud carefully, petal by petal. Tt
15 a restless and inquisitive bird, and sometimes gets itself torn
or jummed between branches in its ramblings,  When nests, and
froats on and under the trees fail it, it hunts among the fllen
leaves, and often plunders the hoards of small quadrupeds; but
us it does not come far from the woods, even in the ecldest
weather, it must be subject to many casualties, which accounts for
the limited numbers compared with the feoundity of the birds,"

The Jay is widely distributed over the temperate portions of
Kurope, and is found- in Spain, Provenee, Italy, Malta, Barbary,
and Ezypt; it is also common in the Morea, and in some parts
of Greece.  Its flesh, according to Teumumixex, i frequently
eaten, By a statute of 17th of George the Sccond, grand jurics
were empowered to offer threepence for the head of each Jay,
because these birds were thought to do grest injury to young
trees, and this reward for its destruction had the effect of thin
ning the numbers considerably in this country. The lnrsh note
of the bird has ever been one of its distinguishing charscteristies.
G1:poRXE, in his Walks in o Forest, says— i
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* Prowd of eerulean strains,
From heaven's unsullicd arch purloined, the Jay
Sercams hoarse,”

14, Tue Nvrenacien.
Corrug Caryovaloctes, Law,  Cosse moix, Bur,  Der Tannenheber, Bren,

Deseription.—This bird is about the size of the lnst men-
fioned, being twelve inches in length.  Of this the fail, half of
which is covered by the folded wings, messures four inches snd
three quarters. The beak is one inch and & half long, straight,
compressed at the sides, and at the endeurved, and black, The
iris iz nut-brown, the feet blaek, ond one inch amd three
quarters in height.  In general appearance it is speekled, like
the Starling,  The body is dark brown, lighter on the wpper
part; the head, neck, and rump, uniform in colour. There is
4 avhite spot in front of the eyes, and on the cheeks and sides

Eﬂm neek o number of oval spots of the same colowr. The
ts om the back are larger, and may cven be ealled stripes.

Un the breast the spots are frequent, large, and oval; on the
belly less numerous, but larger still, and almost triangular.
The upper tuil coverts are black, the lower white; the wing
coverts blackish, the lesser ones tipped with white.  The pen
and tail feathers are boih black, the latter having white points.

The brown plumage of the fomale has a redder finge than
that of the male.

Habitat—In a state of nature, this bird inhabits the
thickest woods ; especially if including coniferous ns well as
other trees, and being not far from meadows and springs.  1n
October, it generally migrates to districts where neorns, beech-
muast, and hozel-nuts are to be found ; and in winter may be
scen even on the roads, secking for food among the horse-dung,

Food.—In a wild state the Nuteracker casily extracts the
seeds from the fir-cones, and breaks open acorns and beech-
mast, and cracks nuts by means of its strong bill. Tt eats also
all kind®of berrics, but prefers whatever animal food it can

—5  get, inseets or otherwise.
In confinement, itamay be treated and fed like the Jay ; it is
: easicr to tame, and sooncr becomes aceustomed to whatever
food may be given it. It will eat grain, but prefers animal
food ; and if a live Jay were put into its coge, it would be
killed and devoured in o quarter of an hour. It will even eat
v e
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equirrels which have been shot, a food from which the smaller, 4 .

birds of prey pencrally turn with disgust,

Breeding.—1It tuilds its nest in hollow trees, and generally
lays five or six cggs, of o dack olive grey, striped with dark ;
brown. The young may be reared on ment.

At of Tirking.—The Nuteracker moy either be eanght in
the watertrap, or in autumn by o noose, baited with sETVICE
berries, or better still, with hawel nuts.

Attractive Qualitivs,—1ts movements are as amusing a8 those
of the S8hrike; it is os talkative ns the Jay, and imitates ithe
cries of many animals. | Judging from its usnal notes, and phy-
sical conformation, it might, if trained young, be taught to
speak.

Avoimroxan.—Mroie's account of this bird is very snccinct.
He says that “ it is an exceedingly rore strageler in Great Bri-
tain, though abundant in many parts of the continent, even fhe
cold ones. Tt is nbout the size of a Magpie, of a rusty bro
colour, palest on the sides of the head I]I‘lEL'-{F neck : and 1a, 5
ciully on the seapulars, spotted with white, the spots larger and
longer than those on the Starling. Tt lives on wild berrics and
kernels, and pips, the latter of which it digs out of their shells
and eorcs witlh its powerful cultrated bill. It also lives upon in-
sccts, and digs them out of the lioles of trees, wpon which it can
support itself in a manner similar to that of the Woodpeckers.
It has, indeed, something of the air, as well ng the manners, of
those birds, but it wants their pecnliarly distinguishing charae-
fers.”  AMacorcnrvray says that © the Nuterncker forms the tran-
gition from the Crows to the Starlings, and, ns M. Trasmrixcs
thinks, to the Woodpeckers, some of which it certainly resembles in
the form of its bill, of which, however, the point is not compressed
as in that family, but depreseed s in the f;tnr‘!in;:s. Tis foot are
gimilar 1o those of the Crows, and still more of the Joya and
Starlings, but ave not more adapted for climbing than those of
the last-mentioned families, although Truaixck stales that ils
hubite greatly resemble those of the Wood peckers.”

15. Toe Muicrie, e

Coreng Pica, Lix. Lo Pie, Bue. IMe Elster, BecH. ; b
Deseription—This bird is about the size of a Pigeon, hu\:{
on account of its long tail, measures ns much a8 eighteen inches

in length. It is everywhere well known as o bird which fre- ™
quents the habitation of man; and the colowing of its plu-
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mage, although very simple, is yet handsome, Tt is black and

hite, but both colours are exceedingly bright, and it is stll
Further ornumented by its conieal tail, which has a purple tinge
at the tip, and so passes off into stecl-blue,

Foed.—1In its natural state, the Magpic feeds on inscets,
worms, berrics, and roots; but when tame, or in the aviary,
prefers meat and bread, and, if well trained, will appear ot the
dining-parlour window of meal times, and eat whatever may
be offered it from the table. If move be given it than it can
eat, it conceals what is left for another meal,  This propensity
may be remarked from the very first, in the yonng birds which
are reared from the neat,

Breeding.—1The Magpie builds on trees near human  habita-
tions, and gencrally lays fowr or five whitish-green cggs,
eovered with ashen-grey and olive-brown spots and stripes.

Hractive Qualities.—0Of all German birds, the Mugpie may

most easily and most completely tamed. Tt imitates all
sthiking sounds, and learns to speak with even less difficulty than

the various deseriptions of Crows. It must, however, be taken

out of the nest when quite young, and systematically in-
structed. Prurancn mentions one, in the possession of a burher

at Rome, which, of its own aceord, imitated not only the human
voice, but the cries of voarious animals, and the sound of in-
struments ; and was a general subject of conversation throngh-

out the quarter of the city in which its owner lived. Tt may

be taught to come and go at call without diffieulty, mnd may

be made tamer than the Pigeon, as it becomes cxceedingly fond

of the various delicacies of the table, and only cals worme
and insects os ddinties. The chief thing to be looked to, in the
case mot only of this, but of all birds which are to be tamed,

ie to take the young ones from the nest when they are a fort-
night old. It must be fod at first on bread soaked in milk or
water, afterwands on chopped meat, and af Jast on any kitehen
refuse, or even cooked or rotten apples and pears which are
useless fof any other purpose.  When it is 5o far fledged as to

1 beable to reach a neighbouring tree, let it fly fill it is tired,
il then be lured back to its home, This may be repeated £
it is completely fledged, when the wings must he a little
clipped, fill winter, when the feathers may be entively pulled
out, and allowed to grow again. At last it will become so ac-
customed to its owner, and the place where he lives, that it
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may be allowed to range half a day at once. I it also learn
to speak, the bind is all the more valuable. Tven the old
birds, which aro easily caught in winter, by limed twigs baite
with meat, may be accustomed to {requent the poultry yard—
if their wings be cut in sommer, and allowed fo grow aguin
through the sutumn.  In this case they return without timi-
dity, and rear their young in snmmer, not fir from the house,
expeeting to be supplied with food from the kitehen.  Itisnot
sato to leave near them anything shining, or metallie ; for they
will carry it uway, and hide it in the ground with their super-
flucus foud.

A friend writes to me, I once reaved a Magpie, which fol-
lowed me about for o caorces like o cat. It come at my eall,
without having been tamght ; and often followed me for ijtuurﬁ,
so that T had the greatest diffioulty to get rid of it, and was

oblized to confine it, if going where I could not take it, «JIE
wus wild with any one else, though able to distinguish iz:}
eountenance the slichtest chonge of expression. It somd-

times flow to a great distance with its wild componions, but
never entirely deserted me for them.”

Appitiosat—In relation to the popular superstitions which
liave gathered around this well-kmown bird, and made it an omen
of pood and evil, some striking and pertinent observations will
be found in Mvpie's Hisfory, as well as much interesting infor-
mation as to its habits and characteristies.

Owing, perhaps. principally to the hestility of gamekeepers,
sportsmen, and pardenera, Magpies are nowhere very numerous,
u.]hhuuglnhw are to be met with in all the cultivated and wooded
distriels of England, Treland, and Seotland ; in the outer Hebri-
des, however, the Shetland and Orkney isles, according to Mac-
GILLIVRAY, they are never scen, and but rarely in the large tracts
of the Scottish central regions, beeause their habits unfit them to
remain far from human habitations, where this naturalist thus
graphieally deseribies their haunts and babits :—* On the old ash
tliat IJ\‘L'I'SL'I{‘L'M'H- the farme-vard, you may seo a pair, one perehed
on the topmost twig. the other hopping among the branches,
uttering an inceasant clatter of short Em'nl notes, scarcely rescin-
bling anything else in pature, but withal not unpleasant, at leagh
to the lover of birds.  How gracefully she of the top twig swin
in the breeze! off she starts, and divecting her flight towards the
fir-wood opposite, provecds with a steady, mmlnrutcl}' rapid, but
rather heavy flight, performed by gnick beats of her apparently
ghiort wings, intermitted for a nioment at intervals, Chattering
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the way, she seems to eall her mate after hier; but he, intent
on romething which he has espicd below, hops downward from
¢wig to branih, and descends to the ground. Raising his body
as hich as possible, and carrying his tail inclined upwards, to
m‘-}i-;:l contact with the moist grass, he walks a few paces, and
capying an earth-worm half protruded from its hole, draga it out
by a sudden jerk, breaks it in picees, and swallows it. Now,
under the hedge be has found & snuil, which le will presently
detach from its shell. But something smong the bushes has
startled him, and lightly he springs up'n'-'urj's, chottering the
while, to regain his favourite tree. %L i a cut, which, not less
frightened than himself, runs off towurds the Louse.  The Mar.
pie again descends, steps slowly over the green, looking from side
to gide, stops and listens, advances rapidly by o succession of
leaps, and encounters & whole brood of chickens, with their mo-
ther at their heels. Were they unprotected, how deliciously
would the Magpie fenst—but, alas ! it is vain to think of it ; for
h fury in her eye, bristled plumpge, and loud clamour, head-

ong rushes the Hen, overturning two of her younglings, when

il enemy suddenly wheels round, avoiding the encounter, aud
flies off after his mate. :

* There, again, you pereeive them in the meadow, as they walk
about with elevated tails, looking for something eatable, although
apparently with little success. By the hedge afar off are two
boys with a gun, u:*ndfnvc-u:l'm% to ereep up to a lock of Plovers
on the other side. But the Aagpies have observed them, and
presently rising, iy directly over the ficld, chattering vehe-
mently, on which the whole flock takes wing, and the disap-
pointed sportsmen sheer off’ in another direction,”

JEesse, in his GHeanings, observes, that * as he wos passing a
considerable length of wsﬁl, one day, he noticed five or gix Mag-

iea perched upon it, every now and then eagerly darting at the
Eutterﬂies ag they eame near, and after making a short and ele-
gant circular sweep, alighted on the wall again, and there feeding
on their prey.” In France, the Magpie is a great favourite, being
one of the few birds which ne one geems to destroy ; it is accord-
ingly very common there.. In Sweden and Norway also, it is
uni'-'crﬂﬂ.][} petted and pmter‘.tr_'d. In The Magazine of Zopo-
logy and Hotany, Ma. HEwitsox ohserves—" The Magpic is
one of the most abundant, ns well as the mosi interesting of the
rwegriun birds; noted for its sly eunning habits here, its alicred
demeanour there is the more remarkable. It is upon the most
familiar terms with the inhabitants, perching close about their
doors, and sometimes walking ingide their howses. It abounds
in the town of Drontheim, making its nest upon the churches
and warchouses. We saw as many as & dogzen of them at one
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timo seated upon the gravestones in the churehyard, Fow fars
houses are without several of them lreeding under the eaved,
their nest supported by’ the spont.  In some trees close to houses
their nests were several feet in depth, the acoumulation of years
of undisturbed and quict posscssion,

“The inhabitants of Norway pleased ns very much by the
kind feeling which they n-t-mu{ to entertain towards them, as
well as to most species of birds, often expressing a hope that we
would not shoot many. Holes are eut in many of their build-
ings for the admission of some, aud pieces of wood are nailed up
against them to support the nests of others. At Clristmas, that
the birds may sharve their festivitics and enjoyments, they place
a sheaf of corn at the end of their houses.”

1n all the eentral portions of Europe the Magpie is n common
and familiae hird.. Southward it iz found in Epniu. Provence,
Ttuly, in the AMoren, Smyroa, Aleppo; in the country between
ihe Black and Caspian seas. It is met with in India and Chins,
whera it is looked upon as o bird of happy angury, and also-{0
Japan. According o Avpvsey, Bremanpsox, and Nn‘r-\:‘r:%
is & native of the American eontinent from Louisinnd to the Fre
Cii:l-‘utiﬁﬁﬂrﬂﬂ"-l across the Rocky Mouniaina as fur as Eamts-
chatkn.

Many of the old Englieh poets have alluded to this bird nsa
noisy, chattering ereature; thus, Cmavcen, in his Canferbury
Tules, describing the miller's wife, snys—

i And ghe was proud and perd ns is a pie

Grsporye, in his Walks in @ Forest, speaks of its restlessness
and harsh voice—
“ From hough to bough the restless Magpie roves,
And chatters as she flies.”

TAMEABLE ONLY WHEN YOUNG.

15. Tne Rotien

Coracias Garrula, Loz, Roilier d” Exrape, " Bor, Die Mandelbrdbe, Bren.

Deseription.—In size and figure this bird resembles the Jay,
being nearly one foot in length, of which the tnil mensures four
inches and o half. The beak is one inch and a quarter in length,
in shape like that of a Magpie, blackish, and with naked nos
trils. Hehind the eyes is a naked warly spot ; theirisis grey;
the feet somewhat inore than an inel in height, and, as well ne
the toes, a dirty grevish yellow. The head, nock, throat,
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ast, seat, greater and under wing coverts, are bluedsh oreen ;
the back, shoulders, and the three lust pen foathers, are liver-
Ceoloured 5 the tail coverts, lesser wing coverts, and the con-
cealed side of the pen feathers, indigo blue on the inner margin,
The outer plunie of the pen feathers is black, with the half .
nearest the root blueish green.  The tail is straight, o dirty
blueish green at the root, but towards the point of a purer and
lighter tinge.  The two centre feathers are quite o brownish
green ; the first is black at the point; the second to the fifth
are tipped with brown, and have o large blue spot on the inner
plame.  All the feathers have o peculinr metallio lustre,

The female, on the head, nec, brenst, and belly, is reddish
grey, mottled with greenish blue.  The back and the hind-
most pen feathers ave adlear greyish brown; the rump green,
mottled with blue; the tail blackish, tinged with green and
. Blue.  In other respects she is like the male.

Habitat,—This bird is a native of Ewope and North

frica, though by no means to be found everywhere in those
countries. In Germany it ehiefly frequents onk and fir woods,
czpecially those on sandy plains, theugh its {races are some-
times met with in other localities.  In confinement it ought
to be allowed to range the room with one wing cut.

Foodi—1It is said, when wild, to eat not only inscets and
frogz, but also roots, acorns, grain, and the like. As I have
never geen i, when in confinement, take any vegetable nutri-
ment, I have some diffieulty in accepting the above statement.

EBreeding.—The nest is built in hollow trees, and consists of
tavigs, grass stalks, feathers, and hair. The eggs, of which

“the female lays five or six, are white, at the upper end very
round, and cqually pointed at the lower. The male and femala
share the labours of incubation, which ocenpy from eighteen
to twenty days.  The young birds do not acquire the beautiful
blueish green hue 4ill the second year.  Before that period the
prevailing eolour on the head, neck, and breast, is greyish white.

I had till recently believed that the Raller was untameable,
but have been convineed of the contrary by Dr. Meves, of
Offembach, and M. vok Cramvinie, of Wintershur,who have both
n suecessful in the attempt,

Dir. Mever's method is as follows: “The young birds are
to he tuken from the nest when half fledged, and fed with
chopped bullock's heart, beef, and tripe, till they can feed them-
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selves, when they may be supplicd with the same food, o
live half-grown frogs. The way in which they treat them 13
curious. They throw them up in the air, catch them as they,
descend by the hind leg, and beat their heads violently against
the ground. These processes ave repented till the frog ceases
to ' move, when it is R'l.'l.':.ll.‘].l.r'l.'l.'{'L!.. I fancy ihe object of this is,
thut the frogs, of which they will swallow three or four sue-
cesgively, may not move in their crops. When the bird has
become accustomed to this diet, the meat may be mixed with
barley-meal. . T hove scen eases in which it would ezt bread,
vegetables, and meal, somewhat moistencd, but bullock's heart
always remains the favourite food. I have never scen one of
these birds drink. '

“ They learn to know their attendant, obey his call, and cat
out of his hand, though they will not suffer themselves to be
touched. They never become quite tame, nor leave off bitng: s
Except when eating; they generally sit in one place, ﬂcc:lsi{:?
ally hopping up and down the room, though with no great e

tivity, on acedunt of their short feet. They ought not to be l
allowed to range the room entively without restraint, nor be
confined in a cage; ns being oxeeedingly shy birds, they are I

apt to beat against the bafs and Lill themselves. The best
plan is to give them their liberty, with ome wing clipped.
With companions of their own epecics, they are quarrelsome y
and apt to bite, but agree very well with other birds, T have

kept them in o large aviary with other large and small birds,

as well as in the dove-cote, among Pigeons not allowed fo fly

out. They are as healthy and lively when alone, as with , /
companions.”

I have since ecen fwo of these birds in the possession of M. vox
Cramvirie, ond have kept one myself. They had been reared
on bulloek's heart, and as soon a8 they could feed themselves,
were supplied with it, eut into thin stripes, in o trough with
water,  Beetles and other inseels were their dointies.

Attractive Qualities.—The Roller has few recommendations
except the beauty of its plumage. One in the possession of
Maname vox Cratevinie, was so fame as frequently to fly into
her bosom — provided no stranger were by—to be ﬁ'j e
carcsaed.  The only veice they possess is an wnpleasant ery,
resembling that of the frog or Magpie.
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Apoirioxar.—The Coracine birds, or Rollers, are mostly inha-
bitants of warm climaies ; one species oceurs in Britain, and that
only a5 a stegeler.  Of this, specimens have been most fre-

.~ " quently shot in our enstern and north-castern counties ; two are
recorded to have been obtained in Orkney. MacarLniveay
deseribes the bird as of “a shy and rostless disposition, it pre-
fers the forests and solitary places, but sometimes nssoeintes with
Books and other birds, senrching the mendows aud ploughed
ficlds for !'m_d. I lives chiclly on insects, but also cats aTugs,
worms, reptiles, nnd sofl fruits, Tia flieht is :|'ul:|1'11, nnd it has
been seen to deseend at times like the Nook or Tumbler Pigeon.
Its voice is said to be loud and havsh, 1t nestles in the hollows
of trees, or, when these are wanting, in holes which it digs in the
banks of rivers. The eggz are broadly elliptical, nearly an ineh
and a half in Ianl'h, smooth, and of o glossy white, They are
thus similar to thoze of the Kingfisher and Hee-cater; and this
eircumstance, together with the similarity in the mode of nest-

ir of theze birds, indicates an aflinity of structure,”

According to Yarnert, the young birds of this species do not
aitlain to brilliant colours of plumage till their second year, pre-
vious to which they are dull brown above, and greyish green
underneath. Adult females do not differ from males in colour.

BecmstEry hns omitted to mention that one of the German
names of this bird is Birck-beder, or the Birch-Jay.

16. Toe Gorpex Omiork.
Oriolus Galbuls, Lix, Lorief, Bur.  Der Pirel, Decm. .

Deseription—This bird, of which the male is exceedingly
‘bc:mﬁﬁﬂ'r: is about the size of a Blackbirvd, being wine inches
long, of which the tail measures three and o half. The
beak is reddish brown, one inch in length, strong, convex, and
the upper point, which is very sharp, bent over. The nostrils
are open 3 the iris a greenish brown; the feef, which are one
inch in height, and the toes, o dirly lead colowr.  The head,
neek, back, throat, breast, belly, sides, and ander wing coverts,
arce a beautiful golden yellow, somewhat lighter on the throat
and the belly, and a little inclined to green on the rump. Be-
tween the corner of the beak and the eve is a blaek spot; the
oyilids are cdged with yellow ; the wings are black ; the
coverts of the large quill feathers edged with pale yellow,
_which forms a yellow spot on ench wing. The tail isstraight,
and the two middle feathers quite hlack ; but the rest only
hall-way from the base, and then yellow, yel in such & man-

-
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ally increases as the feathers are nearest the centre. I

The female is not so handsome ; the goliden yollow appears
only at the end of the olive green feathers of the tail, and on the
under tail and wing coverts.  The rest of the upper part of the
body is siskin green: the belly is dirty greenish white, mixed
with dark stripes: the wings blackish grey. -

Habitat. —When  wild, it frequents isolated proves and
thickets, near loger woods, where there are high and leafy
trees. It prefers the bushy trees so much, that it is rarcly
seen distinetly,  When the cherries are ripe, it also betakes
ttzelf to the orchards. Tt appears in Germany in My, when
the trecs are in leaf, and deports in flocks as early as August.

_ Inthe house, when it eannot be allowed to run or fly about,
it may be confined in a large wire cage, which may be made
like an ordinary Nightingale aviary. At might it is nlwfi

ner that the outermost have most yellow, anid the black gradu-, I
|

very restless, if the eage have not o thick covering, and thu
often rubs off its quill ond tail feathers. Tven when runai
about the room it is o clumsy bird, jumps owry, like its vela-
tive the Roller, on account of its short feet; never sits still,
and quarrels with and bites all olher birds,

Food —When wild, it feeds on berries and insects.  If an
old male be eanght, like the Jays, by means of un Owl, put
in a large cage in a quict voom, be fed af first with cherries
alone, and afterwards mixed with bread soaked in milk, and
dr¥ ants' egos, it may oceasionally be kept alive for some time. :|
Dr. Merer kept an old male, which he caught in a Titmonse :
trap, a year and a half. At first it took the nsual Nightingale's | L
fmﬂﬁﬁurmu‘ds bread and milk, and at last imything that came
to iable.

Hireeding.—The Golden Oriole breeds but onee a year ; their
pﬂ.ri-ll:-ahnpud nest is hm:g, with great art, on the fork of a
brunch in gome thick tree, or bush: it is not unlike a basket
with two handles. The female lays four or five cggs, which
are white, with a few black points of various sizes; und before
the first moulting the young ones resemble the mother in ap-
pearance, and mew like cats. I it is desired to rear theg,
which requires very peculinr care and attenfion, they shoul
be taken out of the nest when half fledged, fod at first with
fresh ants' cges and chopped bullock's heart, and gradu-
ally inured cither to the usual Nightingale's food, or to bread
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jaked in milk : they then live four yemrs, and sometimes
ppecr. 1t is fo be repretted that the confined male birds never
stain their beantiful bluek und yellow plumage, but become
and remain, like the females.

Aftractive Qualitics,—1 have scen two young males, which
had been rearcd from the nest, that besides the natural song,
like Adduhaya, gofgara, whistled, one a flourish of trumpets,
and the other a minuct,  The round, full, flute-like tone,
rendered their song exeeedingly pleasing,  Their yellow plum- |
age was unfortunately tarnished, which frequent E:.' happens if
they are kept in a oo where there is tobaceo, or any other
smoke,  Their eall, by which they me so easily recognizable in
Jumne, 18 Yo, or Prlile.

Apmirioxat.—" The Orioles,"says Maceinuivray, “nppear to
beallicd to the Rollers; not only the form of their bill, but also theie
tarsi and broad toes indicating this aflinity.  They belong
Africa, and the warmer parts of Asin and New Holland. Ono
species appears in England as an oceasional or aecidental visitor,”
and this is the bird here described by Becnsrmis so fully, that
little fresh information can be added to it. YauRELL gives an
account of the several specimens which have been shot in this
country, or are to be found in the various Eublic or private col-
lections of stuffed birds ; he also deseribes the nest of the bird as
rather flat and sancer-shaped, generally placed on the horizontal
fork of a bough of o tree, to both branches of which it is firmly
attached, The materials used to form the nest arve sheeps' wool
and long slender stems of grass, so curiously interwoven s mu-
tunlly to confine and sustain each other.” Mz, Mever, in his
Tlustrations of Dritish Birds, gives o represeniation of one of
these nezts taken in Suffolk ; another colleetor is said to have
had egos of the Golden Oriole, which were taken in the county
of Norfolk, by which it would seem that the bird does ocea-
sionally breed in this country. ;

The Spaniards term this bird Tuerisl, the French Laviof, the
Enelish Oriole, names which are said to have originated in the
gound of its call-note, which they are supposed to resemble,

2

18, Tur Coarmox Hooror,
moupa Epops, Liv. Hupe, ou Pupet, Bey,  Der Gemeine wiedehopf, Becm,

Deseription.—This bird, about the size of a Missel-thrush,
is one foot in length, of which the fail measures four inches.
The beak is two inches and a half long; black, thin, and
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eurvod = the feot are short and black ; the iris blackish browag
The crest consists of a double row of feathers, of which th
longest is about two inches long, and all erange colour tipped
with black. The head, neck, breast, and under wing coverts
are rediish brown ; the bellywhite, marked on young birds with
narrow dark brown lines runming upwards.  The upper part
of the back, and the lessor wing coverts, are reddish grey; the
lower part of the back, the shoulders, and wings black, striped
with o yellowish white. The rump is white; the tail, which ’
comsists of ten feathers, blaek, but having across the-middle a
broad white band, forming an obtuse angle presented upwards.
Ilabitat.—The Hoopoc is generally to be found in summer,
in woods which border on pastures and meadows.  In August,
after the hay harvest, the Hoopoe departs in flocks to the
lower country. It is a bird of possage, leaving us in Sep-
tember, ani returning at the end of April. It may always be
seen more upon the ground than on the trees. ’
In the house it should not be kept in o cage, but allowedsto
range at will. Tt is pxceedingly chilly, or, at leask, is so fond of |
warmth as to sit ahmest constantly on the stove ; and will suller
its beak to be dried up rather than leave the warm place.
Food.—In a state of nature the Hoopoe cats the various j
kinds of inscets which are to be found in dung. It is some-
times put in a granary to destroy beetles, spiders, &e., but the
iilea that it also catehes miee is unfounded.
In captivity it is easily kept in condition npon meat, and
bread sonked in milk, with an occasional meal-worm or two.
Breeding.—The Hoopoe builds in hollow trecs a nest com-
posed of cow-dung mixed with fine root-fibves, and lays three
* or four caggs.  Theattempt to domesticate old birds rarely suc-
ceeds; it is better to take the young from the nest, and feed
them om the flesh of young Pigeons. In six woeeks they will
be able to feed themselves, It is difficult to foed them, as their
heart-shaped tongue is only aslarge asa ulf-bean, which occa-
sions a difficulty in swallowing. They throw all their food up
in the air, and eateh it with open beak, as it fulls, ;
Afode of Taking—To tuke them, n spot in the meadmws
which they frequent in August, must be marked ; a picce g
wood eight inches long must be gmearcd with bird lime, and ¢
it several live meal-worms are to be attached by a short thread.
The whole apparatus is then to besctup on amole-hill,  When

-
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¢ Hoopoo sees the worms, it darts upon them, and pulls the
imed twig wpon itself by the thread,
dttractive Qualities.—The J:l.LHZI]_]iJI'_* is ln'im-l]J not only for its
Deauty, but for its amusing gestures. 1t is particularly re-
markable for a ceascless nodding of the head, tonching the
ground every time—so that it seems to walk with astick. The
motions of its erest, wings, and tail are not less constant, 1
have kept several for the sake of their comieal gesturcs, which
they always begin the moment they are steadily looked at.
M. vox Semavnorn writes to me respecting the Hoopoe as fol-
lows: *With great trouble I succeeded in renring two young
Hoopoes, which I had taken from the nest, in the top of a high
cak. They followed me everywhere, and when they heard me
at a distance, they would utfer o twit teving cry of joy, and
spring upon me. They did not fly much, yet ecetned to find
no difficulty in so doing. If 1 sat down, they would climb up
1y clothes as high as they could, especially if I wes feeding
‘trwm from o pan of milk, the ercam of which they eat groedily,
They did not scem satisfied till they had reached my head or
shoulders, when they would perch and ecavess me; still it
needed but & word to rid me of their company, in which caso
they would usually retire to the stove. In general they scemud
to gather my withes from my cyes, acconding to which they
regulated their own procecdings. 1 gave them the universil
paste, and sometimes beetles, which are favourite morscls, hut
never carth-worms.  These insects they pierced with their
sharp beaks, till the feet and wing coverts were detached, and
the rest of the body soft; they then threw them up in the
air, and eaught them with open beak.  If the food fell longi-
: tudinally it was swallowed ; but if neross the beak, it had to
be thrown up again.  They do not bathe, but only roll them-
selves in sand, T sometimes took them with me to cateh flics
in a neighbouring meadow, when I had the opportunity of no-
ticing their natural fear of birds of prey. - As soon as they siw
a Pigeon or a Crow in the distance, they lay down on their
belly, spread out their wings sg that the pen feathers met, and
the -birid was surrounded with a crown, as it were, of pen and
ail feathers, luid the head upon the hack, and pointed the
beak upwards, In this position the binds might have been
mistaken for an old rag; and oo sooner had the enemy passed
over, than they sprang up with cries of joy. They were very
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fond of basking in the sun.  When content, they utter o i
vering cry of Wk 2 Wkt When angry, the note is harshe
and the male sometinies evics Mup ! Fap ! The female had o
habit of dragzing her food about the voom, till it became el
crusted with feathers and dict ; this aeenmuluted in the stomach
to o ball as large as a hazel-nut, of which she died. The male
survived the winter: but from sitting so near the stove, his
bieak dried up, so0 that he could not glut it within an inch, of
which he died miserably.”

Anmirioxat.— This bird,"” says Maceintiyeay, *has been
named Hoopoe, from the crest or tuft, duppe, in French, with
which its liead is adorned,  Some, however, i{L‘l‘ifL‘ its name from
its ordinary cry, which is said to resemble wp-up, or pu-pu.”

M. Necker, in his Mewoir of the J_.l'.«'r'ug of Gfeneca, states,

that the Hoopoes fight desperately, and leave the ground
covered wiih feathers 1 and o correspondent of the Magaesinag!
Natural History thus deseribes o favourite locality for thes
birds on the Continent :—** On the Bordenux side of the Garonpd,
and near the city, are lavge spaces of marshy ground, interscrted
by broad ditehes and ercels terminnting in the river, where, from
the advantage derived from the water, many poplars and willows
are planted for the sake of the twigs, which are much used for
tying vines. These trees being topped ab about ten or twelve
ot from the ground, so as to induce them to sprout much, be-
come very thick, and in the course of & few years, gradually de-
caying at the centre, are attacked by numerous insecis, partica-
larly the jet-ant, Formien Eﬁrh'lr;.":-.lom. Tn these retired places,
which are frequented only by a fow eowhierds and country people,
the Hoopoe, which is a vory shy bird, may be frequently ob-
served examining the rotten wood, and feeding on the inscets
with which it abounds. The Hoopoe flies low and scldom, unless
when disturbed, its food being so abundant as to require little
search. ‘It breeds in a hollow willow nbout the end of May.
The young come out in June ; but T eould not ascertain the exact
time required for hatching.”

Tnstances of the bird's breeding in this country are on record ;
Jesse, in hiz (leanings, mentions a pair which buoilt their nest
and hatched their voung in a trog close to the house at Park End,
near Clichester; Dn. Larmas had a young bird sent him on the
10th of May : and MoxTacus speaks of o pair in IHamp
which begun a nest, but left it unfinished.

At iimes this bird breathes out a peculiarly low plaintive
gound. resembling the note of the dove, oF which we are reminded
by these lines in Mirenzgie's Ruins of many Luands—
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l . “The green cicada chirping "mid the grass,

The crested Hoopoes singing as they pass,

To charm the sense and soothe the pensive heart,
And bid sweet dreams and gentlest fancies start.”

19. Tme Cowyon Cuckoo.

Citenlus Canorus, Liv.  Coueon, Bur. Per Grureinge Keedul, Decn, Earo-
pean, ahen grey, stnging Guchany, Gueker, GER.

Deseription.—Thiz bird, about the size of the Turtle Dove, is
g, fourteen inches long, of which the fail messurés seven; three
quarters of it being covered by the folded wings. The beuk,
one inch long, curves gradually, is black above, and blueish un-
derneath 3 saffron-yellow at the corners, and orange-red at the
throat. The forchead and the circumference of the eyelids
are yellow ; the fret are yellow, and one inch in height, having
fwo toes before and two behind, and thus being adapted for
X“U]i:nhing. The head, back of the neclk, back, Tump, ond wing
coverts, are of a dork ashen grey; the back and the wing
coverts changing like the Pigeen's throat. The under-port of
the body o the breast is of a clear ash colour—throat white,
with dark grey waving lines; the pen feathers duk brown,
with white spots on the inner side; the tail feathers wedge-
shaped and black, with oval white specks in the middle, wlich
on those in the centre are hardly visible.

The female is smaller, and is on the upper part of the hody
dark grey, with dusky, dirty brown spots. _The under part of
the neck is azh-coloured and yellow, mixed with blackish-Lrown
transverse streaks, The belly is a dirty white, with similar
stripes of dark brown.

| Jlabitat.—When wild, it is a bird of passage, appearing at
E- the end of April, and departing in September.
1 In the house, it may be allowed to run about, or confined i
] a lurge wooden cage.
Frod.—In a wild state, it eats several kinds of insects, and
¥ picks many caterpillars from the trecs.
'r Tn confinement, it is fed with meat and the universal poste
f wheat meal, ¢
Breeding and Peenliarities.—The Cuckoo is the only bird
which never hatches its own eggs, but lays one, or at most two

4 egzs in the nest of any inscet-cating bird. - To tame it, it must
be taken out of the nest; a thing which I have never done
i 1

%
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myself, thongh several of my acquaintances have. Asitisin
every respect a remarkablo bird, and one which many ulnﬂh?l“;'_,t

might willingly rear, 1 will subjoin the following communica-
tion on the subject from Heww v, Scwavworm: * The Cuckoo
has hardly any recommendation as o house bird,  When old,
it is too stubborn and greedy ; and in gencral is either obsti-
nately fieree, or gits in sullen melancholy. 1 have reared some ;
the last T found in the nest of a Yellowhammer, who was very
puzzled with it. It was yet blind, and nevertheless flew at
me with great fury, when I took it out.  On this account, I
know not how the stupidity of its fbster-parents can be ex-
eused. T had hardly had it six days, before it ate, in a passion,
everything that was offered it; and I reared it on bird's flesh.
It was a long time before it learned fo cat out of its trough ;
and it was so violent in its habits and quips, that it upset all

tame; it always darted at my face and hands, as well os af
everyihing that came too near it, and at other birds, Itate
the Hirset universal paste largely, snd discharged as copiously,
and dirtied itself very much; it also ate its own excrement.
It is exceedingly clumsy with its short climbing feet ; it cannot
walk at all, and at best can only be soid to jump. It flies, how-
ever, very cleverly.”

Appitiosat.—The name of this bird, and its curious ery, is
{amiliar to every one, and yet few in reality know much about
its habits, and not many have done more than eatch just a glimpse
of its form, as it flitted from copse to copse, or along the hedge-
vow, seeking its insect food, or a nest wherein to deposit iis single
egp, the hatehing of which, and the reaving of the'young bird, it
leaves to a more attentive foster-parent.  Whether the Cuekoo
ever does take a share in the pecformanee of the parental duties,
has been, and still is, o disputed question ; ornithologists have
generally inclined to the negative side, but from some very posi-
tive assertions recently made by J. M'Ixrosn, in The Neturalist,
it would appear that fhey have yet much to learn on this subjeet.
He states, that with o pocket telescope, he distinctly saw the
female Cuckoo feeding its young in the nest of a Hedge Aceentor,
eonstructed in a holly-bush about two feet from the ground.
WinLias Kiop also asserts that such a fact has been mines
Ly a friend of his, whose veracity he could not question; the
foster-parent in this case being o Redbreast, which was assisted
in the work of procuring food for the young Cuckoo by the real

parent.

smallvessels. The tail prew veryelowly. 1t never became qu.f:};
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It is searcely necessary for us to do more than allude to the

fierence of opinion which exists on this subject, which has yet
to be settled by close and attentive investigation, #s have several
other disputed points in the natural history of the Cuckoo: for
instance, whether the female bird ever uifers that peculiar ery
from which the name of the species is derived, and whether she
deposits her egg indiseriminately in the first nest which comes in
her way, or, a5 Mr. Darses Biemivoror asserts, * looks out a
nurse n some degree congenerous, with whom to entrust her
young ;" again, whetlher she lays one eger only in o scasom, or
several in differont neats, and how she mannges to convey her
egg into some of the nests in which it has been found, having an
aperture much too small for it to be ejected therein in the waual
munner ; some affiom that the beak of the bird, and othera the
claw, is the instrument used for that purpose. Then, again, is
the Cuckoo only an inseetivorous and frugivorous bird ? is it also
. Eranivorous? pay, is it not carnivorous? According to Amistorie

and Prixy (and Lixs=zos appears to have believed this), the
voung Cuckoo, when it had attained a sufficient size, would
sometimes kill and eat its foster-mother ; hence SHAESPEARE
makes the Fool in King Lear say :

“ The Hedge-sparvow fed the Cuckoo so long,
That it had its head bit off by its voung,”

in allusion fo the unnatural conduct of the unheppy monarch's
danghters. In the play of Henry IV, also, there 18 an allusion
of a gimilar character. Then, why docs not the Cuckoos incubate
like other birds? The French anatomist, M. Herissaxr, dis-
covers @ reason in its peculiar anatomical structure; but, says
Gripentr WaITE, here i3 the Fern-owl, which closely resembles
it, and which does incubate ; and several other species might be
named, which have just as an excuse for neglecting the du-
ties of maternity. Doea tghe Cuckoo turn oni the other eggs
which she may find laid in a nest, previous to depaositing her own
there P Does she watch about the spot where this deposit has
been made, and have an eye, as®it were, upon her offspring £ or
is she wholly without parental care and affection? Does the

oung Cuckoo shovel up, by means of a certain depression in its
k, the eggs and ¥uung birds which incommode it, and tilt

over the edge of the nest, as Dr. JExXER pssorts ? and does
g Titling, or the Wagtail, as the cose may be, in five instances
oot of six, forthwith eject from ils nest the intruded egp of the
- Cuckoo® All these, and half & hundred other equally strange
assertions, have been made and supported by g authorities,
in reference 1o this ll.HI.I'I'..lr which 15 such a purfe{:t_ feathered Ty =

1
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tery, that we are sometimes half inelined to disbeliove in its ex- ;
1stence altogether, and to ask with the poet,—
“ 0, Cuckoo, shall 1 call thee bird,
Or but a wand'ring voice

The Rev. F. 0. Monnis, in his History of British Rirds, lins
brought together more evidence on these contlicting points of the
Cuckoo's history, than will probably be found in auy other work.
Wuoting from this authority, we may state that * the bird is
found throughout the whole of the European coutinent :—in the
_uurl'h, in Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Lapland, and Siberia ; and
in_ the south, in Greece and its urcil:ipclagu, and Italy. In Asia
it 15 found in Jopan, Java, Kamtshatks, Asin Minor, Indin, and
many other parts, In Afriea also, in Bgypt, and, according to
Tesuixck, iu the south of that continent.

“ In our own country it occurs in every :cunt{(al‘ England, Tre-
land, Wales, and Secotland ; and in the Orkney islands the
Cnekoo s ['ror&umtl_r heard. A few breed every year in the ro-
tired parts of Hoy and Waas.

*The general appearance of the Cuckoo is strikingly like that o™
the female Sparrow-hawk. It frequents localitice of the most 1
opposite description—the dreary fen, the wild heath of the open .
trecless moor, as well as those in which brush-wood shounds, and !
the well wooded hedge-rows of the best cultivated distriets.”

The Cuckoo generally arrives in this country about the middle
of April, the males being a day or two in advance ; the nsual
time of departure is about the end of July, or beginning of August,
although almost every year specimens have been talen much
later. Graves, in his gﬂ'ﬁx Oruithology, says he has known
them as late as the 16th of October.

Much might be said, were this the place for it, maming the
popular sayings and superstitions which relate to this bird, which -
w Scotland 15 called “ the Gowk,” whose curious ery is every-
where hailed as the harbinger of spring. The colliers in Shrop-
shire, we are told, when they first hear it, leave off work, and have
u boliday. Under certain cireumstances, however, this note has
been eonsidered us one of evil adgury. Coavcer tells us :—

# How among men it was a common tale
That it was %:II:K] to hear the Nightingale
Ere the vife Cuckoo’s note were uttered."”

.:‘L|:1lju:1dﬂrﬂ of Spaksreane will bear in mind the reproach cop- :
veyed in

7 “ Cuckoo, Cuckoo, that word of fear ;*
and although they may not go back to AmistoToE, and give cre- '~
dence to his vile slanders, that the young Cuckoeo eats first ihe
ledgelings which share the nest with it, and then the Titling

N
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hich has hatched it, they may still be inclined to regard the

rd as the very personification of ingratitude, like the stony.
hoarted daughters of King Lear ; whether or no, all must agree
with Lypvare, that 2

* Between the Cuckoo and the Nightingale
There is a manner of strange difference,”

And yet, according to Liste Bowwxs, this bird, of all the songsters
of the woods and ficlds, is the only really seientiffc performer ; his
notes being the fifth and third of the diatoniec scale, and therefore
strietly in accordance with musical numbers. Wonpswontn's
beautiful lines on the Cuckoo, and the plessing ode by Loaax,
have been too often quoted to need a repetition here.

FOREIGN BIRDS.
20. Tnre Mixon Graxie.
ergcenls Religiosn, Lix.  Mainate, Bur, Der Mino oder Plenderer, Bueir.

Leseription—This bird, about the size of a Blackbird, is ten
ismehies and a half in length, Itsbeak is one inch and a half long,
curved, knife-shaped, naked at the roof, and erange coloured,
tipped with light yellow. The feet are orange; the nostrils
longitudinal, and situnte in the middle of the beak: the iris
nut-brown, The feathers on the side of the head are short,
like the nap of velvet, except in the middle towards the back,
On each sitﬂ* a naked membrane extends from the eye to the
back of the head, but is not there united. Thisis of unequal
breadth, broadest at the corner of the cyes. It is yellow, a
eolour which at specifie seasons of the year, or when the bird
is plessed or angry, iz changeable. The prevailing hue of
the plumnage is black, tinged with purple, violet, and green,
according to the light in which it is viewed. A white stripe
runs across the pen feathers.  The tail, which is three inches in
length, is straight.

Observations,—The Minor Grakle is found in Jomaica, in
various parts of the East Indies, and in the islands beyond the
Ganges, as far as Java. Its food is vegetable; and the birds
which are brought to Europe are very fond of cherries and

pes.  If a cherry be shewn to them and not immediately
given, they will ery and weep like a child. They seem ex-

edingly tame and affectionate : whistle and sing admirably ;
and chatter better than any Parrot. In Chinese aviarics they are
very common, being brought from Java.  In inlond Germany,
this bird is rarely to be found.
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MI. LARGE-BEAKED BIRDS# l

Tus charactoristics of this class of birds are a wr{ larze beak,
generally hollow, and therefore very light, curvidl above, and
hooked at the point ; short and strong feet, in the species which
we are about to describe, adapted for elimbing; and a large
tongue, fleshy, and rounded like the human tongue, which
renders it easy for them to learn to speak. They are foreign
hirds, and if intended to talk, must be reaved from the nest.

Aporrioxat.—Acceording to Visons, Swarwson, and other
eminent ornithologists of this country, the Psittacide, or Parrot
family, belong to the order Jucessores, which ia included in that

rimary division to which the name Scansores has been applied,
from the climbing and prehensile powers of its typical mem
This iribe or division seems naturally to resolve itself into !j‘.?\
cireular groups or families, the representatives of the other foelr
being the Pieida, or Woodpeckers ; the Ramphastide, or Tou-
cans 3 the Cuenlida, ov Cuckoos ; and the Certhiade, or Creepers.
In the Linnwman and other artificial systems, the Parrots were
pongidered as forming a single isolated ‘gonus, termed Priftacus,
and under this generic term waos ineluded the Macaws, the Cock-
atoos, the Lories, the Parrakeets, &c., the various modifications
of form exhibited by them being considered in the light of specific
characters only.” The enlightened and scientific views of recent
paturalists hiove, I:.awcrerjed to o new ovder of arrangement, in
which this erewhile genus Paiftacws has taken its proper rank
as & family, divided into groups or sub-families, of which Bwain-
sox distinguishes five, a3 under-mentioned, although, as SeLuy
vemarks, * o stricter examination and annlysis is required to as-
;I’."'I‘[ﬂ.i.n the precise situation of species whose history is but little
nown.”

1st sub-family. Macrocercina, or Macaws, o splendidly attired
group of birds, whoso habitat appears to be confined to J{mc.m: 0
included in this group are those birds of nearly allied eharacter-
istics, distinguished by the generie titles of Arara, dratinga, and
Prittacara, and also the genus Paleorais, belonging to the old
continent, the representative in its own circle, according-to
Hwainson, of the raptorial order, and analogous to the dent
tral tribe of the Tneessores.

2d sub-family. Priticina, or Parrots, properly so called, the ™

* Levirostres Grossehndbliche Vogel, Brcu.
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short and even-tailed speeies, which are found distributed through-
out all divisions of the globe within the tropics. This i3 the
ypical group of the Psittacide, amnd is analogous to tho eoniros-
fral tribe of the Jucessores,

3 sub-family. Plyetolophing,or Cockatoos, including the birds
commonly known by this name, ns well as the black and other
nearly allied species; they are natives of the Indian continent
and 1slands, and of Australin. These reprosent the Scensores,
und eonsequently the Rosorial order, in their own family.

dth sub-family. Loriana, or Lories, natives of Indin and its
islands ; herein are also included the numerous members of the
Eu«nus Triehoglossus (Viaous), and several other gpeneric forme

clonging to Australin, all of which are distinguished from tho
Prittacide by their comparatively slender bill and papillose
tongue. This division represents the Tewwivostres, nBE 18 the
Grallatorisl group of the Psattacide.

5th sub-family, Platycercina, or Broad-tails, composed of the

“Beautiful genns Plafyrerens, and of the other ground, or glender

A']eggcd parrots of Australin. * In it," says SEpey, whom we
imve here followed rather closely, * we are inclined to place the
black parrots of Madagascar, known by the name of Pasa. This
division is considered as annlogous to the Fissirostral tribe of the
Juccszores,”

By Burrow, and other naturalists of an early date, the E[‘ﬂﬁr}-
phical distribution of the Parrots was supposed fo be confined to
the suliry climate within the Tropics: but recent discoveries have
sliewn that it is much wider in extent, particularly in the south-
ern hemisphere, where species have been found in latitudes as
high as 50°, examples having been discovered and brought from
the Straits of Magellan, In the northern hemisphere, the limit
appears to be more restricted, as the Corolina Parrakeet of Narth
Ameriea, and some few African species, are seldom seen beyond
the 321 or 83d de s, It is to the Equatorial Regions, how-
ever, that we must look as the metropolis of the family, as there
the greatest variety of genera are met with, the species which
inhabit the colder latitudes being, though numerous, confined to
a very limited number of generic forms. In the majority of this
family we find a plumage which, for richness and variety of eo-
lour, vields to fow of the feathered race ; and though by some it
may be thought gaudy, and too violently and abruptly contrasted,
su]fwu think no one can look at some of the %Drslw“ly decked
Macaws, and splendid and eflfulgent Lories, or the diversely tinted
Australian Parrakeets, without a::k::uvr]etlggiﬂg them to be among

i the most beautiful and striking of the feathered race.

The general form of the Prittacida may be stated as short,

strong, and compact, but as deficient in elegance, in the short



120 LARGE-NEAKED HIHDS.

and even-tailed species, in which the great bulk of the head and
bill seems disproportioned to the rest of the body. In the Pars
rakeets, this {Ea sroportion 8 in a great degree counteracted by
the elongation -,1'1' thie tail, and many of them exhibit an elegance
wid gracefulness of carringe surpassed by fow other birds. The
Formation of the fect, which are sygedactile, or with the toes placed
two forwardsz and two huel:wmmlf. and in all but a fow aberrant
EPOCies u,-rigmal:; formed for firm prehension and 1'15.1.13}1[“;;. orl=
dI:::tI:,- pomts to woods and forests na the natural bhabitat of
the race. It is accordingly in those regions where the trees are
clothed with perpetual verdure, and where a nover-failing suc-
cession of fruits and seeds can be procured, that the Parrots are
found in the greatest number and profusion. Thus, the re-
cesses of the interminable forests of South America are enlivencd
by the preseuce of the superb Macaws, and the nearly allied
specics of the genus Paittacara ; those of Indie and its islands
by the e!egnnﬁr shaped members of the gpenus Palwornis, and

e searlet elothed Lories ; while those of Australin resound with
the harsh voico of the Cockatoos, and the shriller sereama of th
nectivorous Tiichoglossi, and broad-tailed Parrakeets, or Plafi-
ceri,  In these their natural situstions, their movements are
marked by an ease and gracefulness we can never see exhibited
in a state of confinement. They are represented as climbing
ahout the branches in‘every direction, and as suspending them-
selves from them in every possible attitude ; in all their move-
ments they are greatly assisted by their hooked and powerful
bill, whick' is used, like the foot, as an organ of prehension and
sapport. The poinied and ample wing, which prevails among
the Parrots, indicates a corresponding power of flight ; and, ac-
cordingly, we learn from those who have enjoyed the opportunit
of secing and studying them in their native wilds, that 1t is rapid,
elegant, and vigorous, calmble of being long sustained, and that
muny of the species are in the habit of describing cireles and
other acrial evolutions, previous to their alighting upon the trees
which contain their feod. Thus Avoupoy, in his account of the
Caroling Parrakeet, says : * Their flight is rapid, siraight, and
continued thrm]g_h the forests, or over felds and rivers, and is
accompanied by inclinations of the body, which enable the ob-
server to sec alternately their upper and under parts. The
deviate from a direct conrse only n‘Lcn impediments oceur, suc
as trunks of trees or houses, in which case they glance aside in a
very graceful manner, ns much as may be necessary. A generl
cry is kept up by the party, and it is seldom that one of thess A,
b 18 on wing for ever so short a space, without uttering its
ery. On reaching a spot which affords a supply of food, instead
ufahghtmg at onece, a3 many birds do, the I’ ceeis lake a pood



LARGE-REAKED TIRDS. 121

¥survey of the neighbourhood, pussing over it in cireles of great
~ extent, first above the trees, and then graduslly lowering, until
all

thoy almost toueh the ground, when, suddenly reascending, they

getile in the tree that bears the fruit of which they are in

uest, or on one close to the field in which they expect to regale
themselves.""

Many of the species are gregarions, and except during the
breeding geason, are always seen in large and numerous bodies;
others, as the Black Cockatoo, are met with in pairs or families.
The places selected for hatching their eggs and rearing their
young, are the hollows of decayed trees; they make hittle or no
nest, but deposit their egrs, which, according to the species, var
from two {o five or six in oumber, upon ria bare rotten wood.
In these hollows, it is said, they also frequently roost during the
night, and such, we learn, i the E;m:lricc of the bird previously
mentioned, for the same anthor observes, * Their roosting place

in hollow trees, and the holes excavated by the larger specics
ﬁ'ﬁrmdpnuknm, g5 for as these can be flled by them. At duslk,

flock of Parrakests may be seen alighiing against the trunk
of“a sycamore or any other tree, where a considerable exea-
vation exists within 1t. Immediately below the entrance, the
birds all cling to the bark, and erawl into the hole to pass the
night. When such a hole does not prove suflicient to hold the
whole flock, those around the entrance bhook themselves on b
their claws and the tip of the upper mandible, and look as if
hanging by the bill. ];' bave,” adds the narrator, * frequent]
seen them in such positions by means of a glass, and am satisfi
that the bill is the only support in such cases.” .

The natural notes of this tribe of birds consist entirely of
hoarse or shrill and piercing screams, with little or no modula-
tion, and frequently reiterated during flight, ns well as when
otherwise engaged in feeding, bathing, or preserving their plu-

e, The power of imitating the human voice, an lcuﬁ!llldu o
articulate a variety of words and sentences, is not possessed by
all the species, but is principally confined to the even-tailed
Parrots, in which the tongue 18 large, broad, and fleshy at the
tip. In disposition, with the exeeption of one or two forms, they
are quiet and docile, and enasil reconciled to eonfinement, even
when taken at an adult age.  Their flesh is snid to be tender and

< well flavoured, particularly that of the younger birds, and is fre-
uently used as food in the districts they inhabit.

The general characters of the family are, bill econvex, large,
_deflected, thick, and stfong.  The upper mandible, overhanging
the under, hooked at the tip, and furnished with a smoll cera at
the base; the under mandible thick, ascending, and forming,
when ¢losed, an pngle with the upper. Towgue thick, fleshy,
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and soft. Nostrils round, placed in the cere at the base of the
bill. Feet seansorial, the external {oes longer than the inner.
In regard to their internal cconomy, we may observe, that
bill is furmished with additional and powerful museles, and that
the intestinal canal is of great length, and destitute of ceeca.®

The loquacity of Parrots, and their extraordinary powers of
imitation aud mimicry, together with the splendour of their
Elumage. have rendered them at all times favourite domestic

irde, and numerous awecdotes are related in proof of their
sagacity and voeal ability; it will, however, be searcely neces-
sary to quote any of these, as they are to be found in works
easy of access, and are no doubt familiar to our readers.

21, Tue Rep axp Broe Macaw.
Prittacus Macen, L.  Ava rouge, Bur.  Der Rothe Aras, Bxe.

Deseription.—This, like other parrots, is chiefly prized for
the beauty of its plumage, and capabilities of speaking; al
though some species—as, for example, the Grey Parrot—imitatgh,
the song of birds, and have a pleasant whistle of their ovm.
All birds which are able to speak, have a thick rounded tongue,
the string of which should be somewhat loosened to inercase
itz freedom of motion. On this account, the Short-tailed Par-
rot, as well as Starlings and Blackbirds, which possess a pecu-
liar conformaticon of the larynx, pronounce the most distinetly,
and next to them, Ravens, Jackdaws, and Jays,

The Red and Blue Macaw is one of the largest of the Parrot
tribe, being two feet eight inches long, and about the size of an
ardinary hen. The beak is so strong s to break a peach stone
with case. The upper mandible, which projects considerably
bevond the lower, 1s white ; the point nnd the sides at the
base, as well os the whole lower mandible, black. The feet
are grey, and adapted for climbing. The checks are covered
only with a whitish, uncven ekin; the iris is light yellow.
The head, neck, breast, belly, shanks, upper part of the back,
and superior wing coverts, are & beantiful searlet. The lower
part of the back and the rump are light blue; the feathers on
the shoulders and the larger wing coverts are blue, mixed with :
yellow and green ; the pen feathers ure on the outer plume
beautiful light blue, on the inner, greyish black. The teil ia
wedge shaped, the two eentre pen feathers being scarlet tipped.” ™.,

# Vide Nefuralisl's Librery, vol. v., * Parrots,”

-
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with light brown ; the next on each side half blue and half .
T_'-js the four cutermost violel Llue above, md beneath pale
roed.

There are varieties of this bird which cxhibit some differ-
ences in the colowrs of the wings and tail, but these are un-
lm‘;lmrt.'mt. The femule can hardly be distinguished from the
male.

Iabitat —This bird is o native of Brazil, Guiana, and other
parts of South America, and is generally to be met with in
pairs, in swampy forests.  In confinement it may either be
allowed to range about, or there may be provided for it a
smooth planed stand, with cross perches. Btill, as, like all
Parrots, it is a very dirty bird, it is best to place the stand in
a wire aviary, not less than two feet and a half in width, and
cight feet in height, in which it 15 not liable to rub off its
beautiful tail feathers, and can enjoy the freedom of motion so
L:s&unrin.l to its health.

Food.—In its native country it feeds chicfly on the fruit of
the fan palm. In confinement it will eat any kind of fruit:
but 18 best fod with bread soaked in milk. Biscuitis a harm-
less diet, but meat, sugagor swectmeats, are very unwholesome.,
If the bird survives, it is unhealthy; its plumage becomes
rough, it tewrs out its feathers, especially in the wings, and
even bites its own flesh. It drinks very little, which is, per-
haps, accounted for by the usnally moist nature of its food.

Breeding.—This Parrot usually makes its nest in a hole of a
rotten tree, widens the aperture, if not large cnough, with its
benk, ‘and lines the cavity with feathers. The female lays
twice a year, two eggs, resembling in gize and colour those of
the Partridge.  Even in confinement the females sometimes loy
eggs, but they are generally addled, or if not, the birds, ke
Parrots generally, can very rarcly be induced to sit.  Chses
have nevertheless oceurred, in which o female Macaw of this
gpecies has hatched even Pigeons' and Hens' eggs.  Those
which are kept in Europe, especially if able to speak, are gene-
rally young birds which have been reared from the nest, as the
ald hirds are not only difficult to tame, but aliogether incapable
of being taught, uttering only a harsh ery, the expression of
their various passions. ;

Diseases,—This Macaw is subject to many discases, espe-
cially decline; for the treatment of which the reader is referred
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ta the Introduction. In the moulting season, it, like nll Par-
rots, requires assiduous attention, that not only its general
health, but also the beanty of its plumage may be preserved:

Attractice Qualities—The beantiful plumage forms the chief
recommendation of this bind: but it may also be taught to
pronounce several words distinetly, to know its home, and to
come at its master’s call.  But these attracfioms are, perhaps,
counter-balanced by the awkwardness of its movements, its
manner of helping itself on with its beak, and its dirty habits,
It iz also bad tempered, and must not be left alone with chil-
dren, as it is apt to ily at the face and eyes. On account of its
dung, which is fluid and fetid, its eage must be eleaned every

day.

29 Tur Brve axp YEnow Macaw,

Priftaens Ararauna, Lix.  Ara blen, Bur.  Der Mawe Aras, Becu. :

Deseription—This bird, which iz sbout the size of a Capon, -
being two feet eight inchesin length, 18, inmy opinion, handsome -
than the foregoing, though the colours are not so dazsling.

The beak is black, the fect dark ashen grey : the checks flesh

colowred, with stripes of short black feathers in the form of an

8. The iris iz light yellow ; the throat is surrounded by a .
black band. The forehead as far as the crown, the sides of the
head, and the smaller wing coverts, are pale green,.  The rest
of the upper part of the body is & beautiful blue; the rump
light blue; the belly saffron yellow ; the shanks are orange ;
the wing coverts in the male, mottled with the same colour,
The wings and the wedge-shaped tail are a fine blue; of the
- latter, the two centre feathers are uniform in colour, the rest
are tinged on their inner edge with violet, and near the root
are bordered with black. The colours are subject to but little
variation.

Observations.—This bird iz a native of Jamaica, Guiana,
Brazil, and Surinam. .

In its habits it agrees with the Tted and Blue Macaw, and
possesses the same qualifications as ecage-birds. Tt does not,
however, learn to speak with equal facility, though it pro.
nounces the word # Jacob,” and imitates the bleating of sheep,
the mewing of cats, und the barking of dogs, with great ease
and exactness. It has been noticed, oz a peculiarity in this
bird, that it only drinks owards evening.
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-
33, Tok Guesr Gueey Macaw.
Faiftacus Militaris, Ltx.  Der Griine Aras, Been.

Description.—This bird, which has been well deseribed anid
figured by Epwarns, is somewhat smaller than the preceding,
being two feet four inches in length.  The beak is large and
black; the feet a brownish flesh colour. The cheeks and the
cirele of the eyes are a pale reddish flesh colour, erossed by
crooked stripes of black feathers, The bead, neck, back, wing
coverts and belly, are grass greem, in some parts lighter, in
others tinged with olive green. Over the forehead passes a
thick band of bright red feathers, which has the appearance
of coarse velvet. The green feathers of the TUINp are Some-
what mixed with red ; the pen feathers are blackish in fromt,
becoming bluer as they recede, exeept that the last, together
“With the shoulder feathers, incline more to green. The rump

=Rz blue; the middle tail feathers, as is the case of the two pre-
-ding species, are very long, and all the feathers of the tail are
blue, bright red at the roots, and tipped with green.

Observations—This Macaw is a native of South America,
though from its scarcity and price in Europe, it cannot be a
common bird. It is exeeedingly docile and talkative. The
specimen which I have scen, imitatei ‘every thing that was
said, called all the family by name, and was excoedingly obe-
dient, faithiul, and good-tempered.

24. Tur Irurvors Pannor,

Psittacus Pertinar, Lix.  Perruche fitinoize, Buv, Der fifinesische
Sittich, DEen,

Description.—This s one of the Parrots most commonly in the
possession of the bird-sellers. Tt is ninc inches and a half in
length; the beak is light ash colour : the eyes are surrounded
by @ bare grey membrane ; the irls is dark orange # the feet
dark grey.  The prevailing colour is green, changing on the
lower part of the body to {ei]mfiﬁh grey ; the forchead, cheeks,

; throat, are a beantifu orange eolour ; the top of the head
£ . f dark green, becoming towards the back lighter and mixed with
A _yellow. The front of the nock is an ashen green; the belly

s spotted with orange : the pen feathers a blucish preen, black
on the inper plume, und the five last grass-green.  The wedge-
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ghaped tail is green, the centre feathers being uniform in
colour; the others bordered partly with ashen grey, parky
with light yellow.

In the fomale, the forchead is dark yellow, and the yellow
mottling on the back of the head and belly is wanting.

Habitat —These birds are nafives of Draml, Guiana, and
Cayenne, where they frequent heaths and ofher open places,
and build in the holes of the Teymites. They are very so-
ciable, and are often scen in Hooks of 500 ; appointing, when
engaged in feeding, one as a sentinel, who gives notice by his
cry of the approach of an encmy. In confinement, a pair are
usually put together in a large cage of brass wire. They are
1'1.1]1]'}‘ affectionate, and one often dies of grief at the loss of the
other.

Food—Their food, in o wild state, consists of chestnuts,
acorns, peas, &e.  In confinement they ave fed on bread soaked-y
in milk, and nuts. }L

Attractive Qualities.—The beauty of their plumage, amiables
disposition, and natural affection, are the qualitics which
chiefly recommend these parrots to the bird-fancier; as their
talking powers are very limited, and the ery which they con-
tinually utter by no means agreeable.

25, Tne Brve-ngapen Panuor.

Puittacus Cyanoccphalus, Liw.  Perruche i [6fe bewe, Dur. Der
blankipfige Sittich, Buc.

Deseription.—This handsome and not uncommon Parrot i
about the size of a Turtle-dove, being eleven inches and a half
in length; of this the tail, in the middle of which mect the
folded wings, measures six inches.  The upper mandible is
light yellow, tipped with light ashen grey, the lower uniformly
ashengrey.  The naked circle of the cye is yellow, the upper
part of the body green, the lower part yellowish green.  The
forchead is finged with red, the Lead blue, the throat violet,
tinged with ashen grey, the sides of the throat dark yellow. -
The pen feathers are green, though ashen grey on the inner
plume and at the points. The two centre tuil-feathers are

.¢nish, passing at the point into blue. The next are similar, A
but bright yellow on the inside. The four outside feathers
gre green on the outer plume, on the inuer dark yellow,
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though Light yellow at the points. The two centre feathers
almost four inches larger than the outer ones ; the fect are
blueish, and the elaws grey,

Observations.—This bind is o nntive of the East Indies. It
cannof be taught to speak, and is therefore chiefly prized on
account of its beauty. It requires the same treatment as the
preceding spocies,

2G. Toe Yriwow Pammor,
FPsiltacus Solstitialis, Lix. Perruche jaune, Buy. Der Gelbe Sittich, Beou.

Deseription.—This bird is also about the size of a Tur-
tle Dove, being eleven inches and a half in length. The tail
iz wedge-shaped, and covered to a third of its length by the
folded wings. The beak and feet are groy; the throat, the

t ash colour, the iris light yellow. The prevailing eslour

the plumage is crange, the back and wing coverts being
spotted with olive green. The rump is yellowish green ; the
region of the eyes, the sides, and the shanks are red. The
wing coverts nearcst to the body are olive green, hordered with
orange. The larger pen feathers are blue outside, and inside
vellowish green ; the smaller ones being wholly of the last
named colour. The six centre tnil-feathers are yellowish
green, the three outside omes, of similar colour; but edged

with blue. : A
Observations.—This Parrot is a native of Angola. It learns

to speak casily and well, and may in general be treated like
others of the same species.

_émi membrene of the beak, and the circle of the eyes, are
igh

27, Tie Loxc-Tateen (nEpy TaARRAKEET.

Pritiacus Rufirosires, Lax. Le Sineials, Bur. Der Rothochndbficke
Kittick, Becn.

Description—This bird, though twelve inches and a quarter
in length, is not larger than the Blackbird. The tail alone,
ihic centre feathers of which are almost five inches longer than
the exterior ones, is seven and a half in length.  The folded
wings cover about a quarter of the tail. The upper mandible
is blood red, but black at the tip, the lower altogether black.
The bage circle of the eyes, the membrane of the beak, and
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the fect, are flesh coloured. The iris is orange, The prevail-
ing eolour of the plumage is yellowish groen; the border
the wings light yellow. Individuals of this species are tound
which vary as to the shade of green, and some have also the
tail tipped with blue.

Obsercations.—This bird is o pative of various parts of
Ameriea, and of St. Dominge, Guiana, Brazil. It 15 very
noisy, and may easily be taught to spenk, whistle, and imitate
the cries of other birds and animals, IE shut up in o cage, its
continual ery often makes it unbearable. It requires the same
trentment as other Parrots, but appears to be less delicate than
most.

28, Tur Pavousw Panmor.

Prittacus Guignensis, Lix. La Perruche Pavougne.  Ler Pavouan oder
Guisnische Siflick, Bron. L

Deseription.—This bird, about the size of a Hissel-t!mw“-‘hq*_
is twelve inches in length, including the tail, which measure
gix inches and a quarter, and has the twe centre toathers six
inches longer than the others. The beak is whitish, though
ashen grey at the point; the membrane of the beak is also
whitish, the feet grey, the elaws black. The upper part of the
body is dark green, the lower lighter. The cheeka after the
third year are spotted with red. The small under wing coverts
are scarlet, of a lighter tinge in the young birds; the larger
wing coverts are bright yellow ; the pen-feathers, like the plu-
mage on the back, are edged on the inner side with yellowish
green, and are blackish at the tip. Their shafis are black.

Obssreations.—It is o native of Guiana, Cayenne, and the
Curabee Islands.  Of all the small long-tailed Parrots, it learns
to epeak most readily and perfectly. 1t may be procurcd
without difficulty from the bird-sellers, as it is not delicate.
and bears the change of climate well. It requircs no pecu-
Liarity of treatment.

a9, Tue Dep axp Bors-aradEp PARRAREET.
Puittacts Canienlariz, L. Perruche d Frout Rouge, Bur. Der Rath-
#tirnige Sitdich, Becu.
Deseription.—This Parrot, which is of common occurre
in Germany, is ten inches in length. Of this the tail, one
third of which is covered by the folded wings, measures almost
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half.  The upper mandible is a light ashen grey, the lower
ker, and odten blackish, The naked membrane of the beak is
qighr. grey 1 the cirele of the eyes durk yellow, orange, and
whitish ; the iris orange, the feet light groy, mottled with flesh
colour.  The forchead is scarlet, the top of the head a bright
blue, lightest behind ; the upper part of the body i grass-
green, the under part lighter,  The large pen feathers ave blue
upon the outer edge, ond sometimes searlet at the root. The
tadl, of which the twe centre festhers are above three inches
and g half’ longer than the rest, is dark green on the uppr
sidle, on the lower brownish green.

The female is probably reddish yellow on the forchead, and
light yellow on the cirele of the cyes. .

Cbsercalions.—This bird, which is a native of South Ame-
rica, iz to be treated like the others above mentioned, It is

(‘E ry handsome in appearanee, but never learns to talk well.

30. Tne Cimorxar Pangzor.
Le Perruche Cardinale, Bur  Der Cardinal Sittich, Becn.

Deseription.—This bird, about the size of a Turtle-dove, is
twelve inches long; of which the wedge-shaped tail, whose
two centre feathers are four inches longer than the others,
measnres six inches and three quarters.  The beak is a peach-
blossom red ; its membrane ashen grey ; the iris yellowizh red ;
the feet grey.  The whole of the head is violet, shot with blue
and red ; round the neck runs a black band ; the throat i black ;
the upper part of the body dark green, the lower part light
green.  The root of the tail is light yellow ; the two middle
feathers Blue tipped with white ; the rest yellowish green, like
the under tail. The female has a yellow beak, a dark ash
Blue head, and no band round the neck, but the ploce which it
should oceupy slightly marked with yellow.

Iu young birds the colour of the head is not distinet, at is
sometimes rose-red, and sometimes ereen.  The band round (he
neck is also waniing.

Farieties of the Cardinal Parrot,

A Tux Biossos-ngaven Panmaxuer, Lot Prittacus Erythroce.
phalug, Lax,  FPeruche @ iéle rouge de ﬁ'inyg'r Bur. Der rolhkopfige
Siltich aus Gingt, Becu.

The head is red, shaded with light blue, especially at the back,
K
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A narrow black ling passes from the chin to tho nape of the
neek 3 bencath which is another fine light green ling, com
ing with the former a species of neck band.  The rest of
plumage is green, the under part of the body being tinged
with light yellow. The tail is green on the upper side, with
an inner border of light yellow,

B. Tug Rose-ueapen Rixe Pannaseer, Lol Peiffacns Ergthrocephaluz
Rengalensis, Lax.  Petite Pervicche a iete canleur de roge @ langs biriang,
Bur.  Der Kothkopfige Siffick aus Beagalen, Becu,

The upper mandible is light yellow ; the lower black ; the
membrane of the beak brownish, The top of the head and
checks are rose-coloured ; the back of the hend blue; the
throat, and the ring round the neck, as in the last described.
There is a red spot on the wing coverts. The two centre tail
feathers are blue ; the others olive green, edged with blue.

C. Tur Bonxeax Pannareer. Priffacus Ergthrocepholus Borneus, qub

Lier rolhkopfipe Sittich aur Borneo, Deeir. ;

The upper mandible is red; the lower black ; the membratho
of the beak and eircle of the eyes ash-coloured; the whole
head is a peach-blossom colour, with a green tinge on the fore-
head, A black stripe runs from one eye to the other, over the
pnked membrane of the besk ; on the lower mandible arises a
black stripe, which runs obliquely to each side of the neek, and
becomes broader behind.  The upper part of the body, as far
as the tail, is light green, changing into light yellow in the
middle of the wing coverts. The whole of the under part of
the body from the chin is blood red, with a tinge of chestumt
brown. The feathers on the shanks, seat, and middle of the
belly are greem.  The two centre feathers are inclined fo
brown, and the shafts of all are white.

Obsercations.—These East Indin birds are chicfly prized on
account of their beautiful plumage. They are lively, but shy ;
and although noisy, never learn anything of their own aceord,
and are even difficult to teach.

31. Tur Prrrie Parnor. x .
Fritfacus Penmanti, Larv, Lo Porere, Bow,  Der Peunanisoha
Sittich, becn.
Deseription.—The prevailing plumaze of the male, which ia
ahout the size of a Sparrow-hawk, is red, the origin of the
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name by which the bird is generally known.  The benk is
g, eurved, and has a sharp tooth ut the end.  The under
mendible is angulor ot the sides, and rounded only in the
middle, the colour being Liorn blue, changing into white at the
peint ; the iris is yellowish red, the membrane of the beak
dark blue. The foet pre duk tlesh-coloured, or light brown,
inelining to white, aud very sealy ; the head and rump are
dark crimson ; the feathers of the back and shoulders dark rid,
edged with black. The ground colour of all the feathers is
indeed black ; which, however, is entirely concealed only on
the head and amp. The throat, as well as the small olter
wing coverts, and the edges of the centre pen feathers, are o
beantiful bright blue, paler in some places on the wings than
in others. The other coverts, as well as the last pen feathers,
are black, with a narrow border of erimson, which again is
flzed on the inside with grass green,  The pen feathers ore
lack, the outermost edged with dark blue half way from the
t: the whole under part of the body is erimson, the thighs
incling to blue. The tail measures one half of the whole
length of the body, is very wedge-shaped, and dark blue. The
outer feathers incline to a lighter blue on the inner plume, and
at the point to white ; the four centre fonthers approach in like
manner to dark green. The wings cover a third part of the tail
when folded.

The prevailing eolour of the female, which the bird-dealere
often call the Palm-bird, and sell as a distinet specics, 1s
greenich vellow.  Tf is about the size of the male Sparrow-
hawk. The head, the sides of the neck, and half the breast
are bright crimson ; the throat is pearl blue, shading to sky
blue on the edges. The top of the neek, the back, shoulders,
and hindmost pen feathers, are velvety black, all the feathors
being edged with greenish yellow.  On the shoulders and the
neck this border approaches almost to sulphur yellow,  The
rump and seat are green; the long under fail coverts are
crimson, with yellowish green edges ; the knee bands are tinged

ith light blue. The under part of the body is a fing light

How, having, however, upon the feathers some irregular
epots and dashes of red.  The root of the fail is green, like o

nek'sneek; in other respects the wings and tail resemblo those
of the male.

Obsereations.—These beautiful and scarce Parrots are natives
K 2
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of Rotuny Bay; they are nnfortunately wild, timid, and difficult
toteach.  They have a chirping note, which is, however, Tal
heard.,  As with the Amboina Parrots, their feathers are B2
loose a& to come off if only touched. They require similar
treatment with ofher bivds of the same species, but arc deli-
rate, and need great eare,

32, Tne Wmsseren Parnor.

Puittaene Bimacnlatur, 3van.  Perruche & movnsifoche,  Ler Zieciffechige
Sittich, Been,

Deseription.—This beautiful bird is one foot two inches in
length, of which the tail measurcs about one half; it is there-
fore about the size of a Turtle-dove, and very slender.  The
beak is large, orange or pale blood red, tipped and bovdered
with a paler hue. The naked membrane is flesh-coloure
tinged with blue, and has a deep indentation ; the iris, as wel

the noked eyelids, s light yellow ; the feet ashen g
%c head is light ashen grer, the top of it tinged wilh :
a narrow band aeross the forchead is black ; the forchead itself
pale yellow. The checks, from the root of the beak to the
throat, are covered by an olmost triangular black spot.  The
whole upper part of the body is grass green, the feathers having
black qniﬁd. Tn the middle of the wing coverts is a greenish
yellow spot; the pen feathers are blackish, bui on the outer
plume green, with o sulphur-coloured edge. The under part of
the body is a dark rose eolour; the sides under the wings yel-
lowish greem : the shanks, rump, and seat green, The tail is
also green ; the two middle feather two inches longer than the
others, the upper half being of a blueish tint, and tipped with
dark green. A variety of this bird has a black benk.

The female, or what is sapposed to be so, 18 & pale orange
red on the forchead, throot, and sides of the head and neck,
From the corners of the mouth to the throat, runs a black oval
stripe.  The nape of the neck, shoulders, back, rump, and
upper gide of the tail are grass green; breast, belly, and t
a brighter tinge of the same colour.

Ohservalions.—This iz a very docile and talkative Parrof, o
great tamencss, and engaging and affectionate manners. 1
ery is * (fade, Gaie.” 1t 1s o native of the South Sea Islands
and Botany Bay.
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3. Tnr Rose-mixeen Panzikest.

geus Manillesiz, Brenw.  Varietas Pritfaci Alevandri, Lax.  Per-
puche i collier conlenr de rose, Buy, ~Der rovennackiye Sitfich, Brei,

Deseription.—This very beautiful Parrot, remarkable for the
anftness of its colours and the silkiness of its plumage, is about
the size of o Missel Thrush.  Its total length, including the
tail, which makes up at least two thinds, is fourteen or filtecn
inchs.  The two contre tail foathers are three inches and «
halt longer than the exterior encs,  The beak is three quarters
of a1inch long, strong, very much curved, and erimson on the
upper side; below blackish blue.  The membrane of the beak
is tlosh-coloured ; the eyelids bright red; the iris white, with
a blueish tinge ; the feet groyish brown,  The plumage is gene-
rally light green ; darker on the upper part of the body, and
it the lower almost yellow. From the black throat a band,

vhich is first black and then pale rose colour, extends round the

ead ; and in old birds the nape of the neck has a blue tinge.
"Phere is o darker shade on the wing coverts and the seopulars,
and the edges of the pen feathers are also darker.  The nunp,
the tail coverts, as well as the first fourt side feathers of the
tail itself, are greenish yellow ; the two ccntre feathers, how-
ever, from the middle to the tip, which is dark green, are a
greenish blue.  The black on the throat of the female is not
g0 extensive, nor has it the rose-coloured neck band.  The
under part of the body also is more inclined to yellow.

Obsereations.—This beantiful, tnme, and very attractive bird
is a native of the Philippine Islands, particularly of Manilla,
though often found also in Africa. It may be treated like
other Parrots, but very rarcly learns to speak.

34. Tar Rep CrezcesTED PARRAKEET,
Psittncus Lunofus, Bren,  Der Sehildfkragen Sitfich, Deeu.

Deseription—This bird, somewhat larger than a Turtle-
dove, is eleven inches and a half in length, of which the wedge-
phaped tail measures six inches, and the beak one inch.  The

tor, which is very much eurved, and provided with a sharp

th on the upper mandible, is wh{!is}'n, tipped with hern-
“brown. ‘The cirele of the eyes is small, bald, and greyish flesh
olour; the iris o bright yellowish red; the feet dark ashen
grey. The forchead is erimson, as well as a erescent-shaped
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ring at the juneture of the neck and brenst.  The whole up;
part of tho body is leck green, becoming darker on the ud
and cach feather having a black shaft. The pen feathers o
blackish green, somewhat tinged with blue on the outer plume.
On the tail and wing coverts, the colonr of the upper part of
the body inclines to u lighter, or Siskin green. The under wing
coverts are erimson ; the lower part of the body is light green,
tinged on the breast with red; the knees ave crimson; the
under side of the wings and tail a dirty yellow.

(servations.—This bird is very lively, learns to speak dis-
tinetly, and in an agrecable tone, and cries * Goeur ! gosur
frequently and londly. Tt is treated like other Parrots, and, s
the example from which this description is taken proves, attains
i very preat agoe.

35. Tie Grev-pueistep Pannor,

Prittecus Murinnz, Lix. Lo Perruche i poifvine grise, Due. Der
grawkrusiige Sittich, Bron. &

Deseription.—This pretty Parrot, distinguished by its silvery
grey colour, is about the size of the preceding. As tho fea-
thers of the head and cheeks are usually somewhat puffed out,
and the beak is small, very much ewrved, and often buried in its
breast, the bird has frequently something of an Owlish appear-
ance, It is ten inches in length, of which the wedge-shaped
tail measures five inches. The benk is only three quarters of
an inch long, wery much curved downwards, and light grey or
flesh colour. On coch side of the upper mandible are four
sharp angles, and the tip of the lower mandible has the appear-
unce of having been cut off.  The iris is brownish grey ; the
cirele of the eyes norrow, hollow, and light ashen grey; the
foet are of the same colour. The forchead, holf way up the
top of the head, checks, throat, breast, and half the belly, are
light or silver grey. The bresst is clouded with white, pro-
ducing at a distance the cffect of transverse siripes, and the
belly 1s mottled with yellow. The upper part of the body is
a beautiful Siskin grecn, somewhat lighter on the head and
shoulders, and therefore inclining to yellow, The remainiig
lower part of the body, with the romp, is apple green;
foremost pen feathers are blue, though having the inner plume,
which is hidden, black, and the outer plume borvdered wit
green.  The hinder pen feathers ave oiive green ; the tail
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Siskin green, the feathers having blue shafts, and being tipped
fith greenish yellow ; the two contre feather, which are con-
pealed, are blueish green,
= Obsercations.—This bird is very tame, learns to speak o word
or two, and isof a very quict disposition. Itscall, * beirsh /" is
loud-and sonorous. 1t is the species of which Pawserrs speals
in his Travels.  These birds,” he says, “ we found at Monte-
video, where they were bought by the sadlors for two piastres
cach. They were very tame and harmless, learned to talk
without difficulty, and grew so fond of the men, as never to
be easy away from them. The general belief is, that when
econfined, they do not live above ayear.” This last opinion is,
however, confuted, by the example from which: this descrip-
tion has been taken.

36. Tue Canorixa Panror,
rilteens Caorolinensis, Lax. Le Perruche-d tdfe joune, Bur, Der Caro-
finigehe Siflick, Brcn.

* " Deseription.—This bird, which is about the size of a Turtle-
dove, is thirteen inches in length. The beak is yellowish
white, and, as well as the eyes, smrounded by a bare light grey
skin. The iris is light yellow ; the feet and claws grey. The
front of the head is orange; the back of the head, nope of
the neck, and throat, light yellow ; the rest of the neck, the
baek, breast, and eides, as well as the upper and under tail
coverts, are green.  The thighs ave greem, but near the joint
crange; the edges of the wings are orange.  The wing coverts
are green on the upper side, and brown beneath ; the smaller
coverts green on both sides.  The foremost pen feathers are on
the inner side brown ; on the outer side, near the roof, light
vellow, and then green, with fips inclining to blue. The
hinder pen feathers are, on the upper side green, on the inner

and lower side brown ; the tail is green and wedge shaped.
Observations.—Thiz Parrot is a native of Guiana, and mi-
grates in outumn to Corolina and Virginin. It also builds,
. however, in Carolina. In the fruit scason it does great damage,
ating only the kernels of stone fruit, and leaving the rest. It
frequently brought to Europe, and when in confinement, is
best fed on hemp seed. It is a very noisy bird, and o poor

* This bird is probably identical with the Peittacus Ludovicianus, Lix.
Papagai a féte aurore, Bur.
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tulker, and is therefore chielly recommended to the amateur &
by its beauty and tameness. {

37. Tne Aunporxa Iaxnor.,

Pyittacus dmboinensiz, Lix.  Le Lory Perruche fricoler, Bur,  Der
Amboinizohe Sittich Lory, Beou,

Dieseription.—This bird somewhat resembles the Ceram Lory,
o varicty of the Zery Nuirs of Burerox [ DPsittacus garrulus,
aurera, Loyxxvs), and is therefore sometimes called by the I
French, I’ Awrore. It is one foot four inches in length, of
which the tail, which is rounded ot the end, measures half,

The beak is three quarters of an inch long, sharp and very much

eurved ; there is no naked membrane, and the nostrils are in

front. The root of the upper mandible is orange; the centre

lighter; the point, and all the lower mandible, black. Thw

iris is golden yellow ; the fect ave ashen-grey; the seales rathe :
inclining to dark brown, The head, nape of the neck, and
the lower part of the body, are dark vermilion; the upper
part of the neck is encircled by a narrow and hardly pereeptible
blue collar.  The whole upper part of the body isa fine green,
inclining to Llue at the cdees of the feathers ; the rump is dark
blue. The tail is black, but covered on the upper side with
faint green and blue stripes, changing into a decided green &t
the root: the tail is sometimes also dark brown. The vent is
black, though the feathers have each o broad red border; the
pen feathers are blackish blue, edged with green; the border
of the wings iz a glittering light green; the under side of the
wings blackish blue .

In the female, the head is greén; the throat and breast the
same, but tinged with red.  The vent is dark green, edged with
red.  The tail is more marked with green than in the male;
{he beak is horn-brown, with o shade of reddish yellow both
above and below.

Observations.—This bird is a native of Amboina: is wild,
shy, whistles ghrilly, but dees not learn to talk. Tts oTy is
# Gegk ' It may be treated like other Parrots. A peenliarity,
however, iz that its feathers are so loosc as to come off in the
hand, if the bird be bul touched. They nevertheless speedily
reproduce themselves.

iy



TIHE GREAT WIITE COCEATO0. 137

38. Tur Guear Wnire Cocxatoo.

acts Crixtatus, Lix,  Kalafoes & huppe blonche, Bur.  Der Goneine
Kakatu, Becu.

Deseription.—The Great White Cockatoo is about the size
of o Barn-door Fewl, and messures soventeen inches in length.
The beak is blackish: the naked membrane black : the irs
dark brown : the cirele of the eyes bare and white, The
whole plumage is white, with the exception of the large pen
feathers, and the ontermost feathers of their tal, whach, half
way from the root, are on the inner side sulphur-coloured.  The
crest on the head is five inches in length, and is elevoated or
depressed at the will of the bird,
Observatione.—This bird is a pative of the Molucens, Itis
generally kept in a large bell-shaped eage, made of wire, and
wpevided with two perehes, and o large metal 1ing, in which it

kes to swing., It 15 to be treated like other Parrots, but, as
Wecll ns the species next to be deseribed, is very fond of pastry
dnd vartous leguminons scods,

Of the preuliaritics of the Cockatoo, as o Cage-bird, Brrrox
writes as fullows : — The Cockatoos, of which there are eight
or nine species, all of which may be recognised by the tuft
are not easily taught to speak. The facility, however, with
which they are tamed compensates in some degree for this de-
feet. The ense with which they are reaved scems fo arige from -
their docility, in which they surpass almost all other Parrots,
They Listen and understand better, and are move obedient ; but
in vain attempt to ropeat what is said to them, and scem as if
they tried to make up for this by affectionate caresses and
other expressions of fecling. Their mild disposition and
graceful motiens add much to their heauty. In some parts of
India, we are told, they become so far domesticated as to build
their nest on the roofs of the houses. Tn May, 1775, a pair,
male and female, were exhibited at Paxis, who, ot the word of
command, spread out the tufts, saluted the company with a
nod, touched articles pointed out, with beak and tongue, an-

wered questions in the affirmative or negative by cortuin sigms,
“ind in the same maonner told the hour, the number of persons
in the room, the colour of their clothes, &e., &e. They also
Eissod one another, and were said to have paired frequently,  Al-
thougzh, like other Parrots, the Cockatoo uses its beak as an aid
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to locomotion, its gait is by no means slow or awkward. Itis,
on the contrary, quick, lively and nimble."”

539, Tue Lessex Witk Cocrzatoo.

Pittacns Sufphurens, Lix,  Kobafors i Fugrpe joune, Bur. Der
Gelbhaibige Kakalu, Becu,

Duseription.—Thisbird is fourteeninehesand o half inlength;
the beak, the naked membrane, and the feet, are blackish. The
irig is reddizh: the cyes are swrrounded by a bare white slin.
The general colour of the plumage is white, though having a
subdued tinge of sulphur colour; the tuft on the head is tipped
with sulphur colour, and under each eye is a spot of the same
hue. The pen feathers arc similarly coloured for two thirds
of their length, beginning from the root, %

This species is also a native of the Molucens; it 15 e
tamed, and of a playful and affeetionate disposition; fond
caressing and being caressed.

There are two varieties of this bird, which differ, however,
only in size.

40. Tee Grear Rep-crestep Cocratoo,

Paittacus Moluccensts, Lix.  Rekaloer a huppe rouge, Ber.  Der rofk-
hatibige Kakalfu, Becu.

Deseription.—This bird is somewhat larger than the Great
White Cockatoo, and resecmbles in size the red and blue
Macaw. The beak 15 blueish black; the naked membrane
black ; the bare cirele of the eyes pearl grey; the iris pale
red: the feet lead colonred ; the claws black. The gencral
eolour of the plumage is white, tinged with pale rose colour.
The moveable tuft on the head is very large, many of the
feathers being =ix inches in length ; the lower part of it is a
beautiful yellowish red.  The side feathers of the tail, half
way down from the root, are sulphur-coloured on the inner
plume ; and the under-sids of the wings is finged with the
game hue.

Obzeervations.—This is n heautiful bird, of majestic bearing ;
but though becoming very tame, it iz never so affectionate asthe
Great White Cockatoo. Like most of the species, if cries ¥ Coek-""~-.
afoo ' and sometimes, in loud and sonorous tomes, * Lerdeng /"
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It imitates the cries of animals, especially the cackling of Hens

and the crowing of Cocks, and accompanics its cries by a flap-
e of the wings,

It is a native of the Moluceas, and is reared without dif

/ ficulty.

41. Tre Rev-vexren Cocratoo,
Prsittacus Phillippinaram, Lix. Ls petit Kakatoes dew Phillipines, Do,
Ler Hothbauchiye Kekatu, Bren.

Description.—This bird is about the size of fhe Grey Parrot,
and thirteen inches in length. The beak is white or pale flesh
colour, but grey at the root; the civele of the eyesis yellowish
red ; the fect grey.  The general colour of the pluomage is
white, mnd the head is adorned with a tuft, which, however, is
not visible, except when elevated.  Tts feathers are searcely
an inch and a half long, generally sulphur-coloured at the

ot, and white at the point, though some of them are light

el The two centre tail feathers are white; the rest, half

gy down from the root, sulphur-coloured on the inner plume,
The feathers of the belly and tail coverts are red, tipped with
white.

Obsereations,—The Red-vented Cockatoo is a native of the
Phillippine Islands. Its chief recommendations are its beauty
and tameness, as it is unable to speak, and betrays an envious
disposition when it sees other Parrots caressed. ~ The ery of
* Aini Mini" is very disagreeable, and it never utters the
word * Cockatoo,” It may be freated like others of the same
SpeCics.

42. Toe Baxrstax Coexaroo,
Pyittacus Danksii, Lix, Le Kakators Node, Bur., Der Banlsele Ka-
kafu, Beci.

Deseription.—This is undoubtedly the most beautiful, the
rarest, and most costly, of the Cockatoos. Tt is sbout the siza
of the Red and Blue Macaw, and from twenty-two to thirty
inches in length.,  Its thick beak is yellow, fipped with black
the iris is red; the feet black. The general colour of the
flumage is black ; the ercsf feathers are tolorably iqn;, but, as
in the last-mentioned species, when not elevated, lin perfeetly
flat; on each of them is a yellow spot exaetly at the point.

he wing eoverts are similarly ornamented ; the feathers on
the upper part of the breast and on the vent are edged with
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yellow ; the lower part of the breast and the belly are tra-
versed by yellow stripes of various intensity of colour. The
tail is rather long, and rounded at the end ; the two centre fel-
thers are black : in the rest, the eontre, for uhout o third part
of the whole length, is dark erimson, somewhat inclining to N
orange, and crossed by five or six irregular black stripes, about
a third of an inch in breadth.

Farieties —Of this species there are several varicties :—

a. Inm the first, the beak iz lead-coloured: the head has a
moderately sized erest of black feathers, intermixed with
vellow ; the throat'is yellow : the sides of the head spotied
with black and yellow'; the whale body, with the wings, lack,
without any marking en the belly; the tail as in the pro-
celling.

b. In the sccond, the beak is blueish grey, and the general

colour olive or msty black. On tho gides of the head is.p
vellowish tinge, but none of the feathers ave tipped witlt

-

vellow, and there are no transverae stripes on the belly.
fuil is as above. This may possibly be a young bird.

¢. In the third—which is, perhaps, only the female—the beak
15 blueish horn eolour ; the head, neck, and lower part of the
body dirty dark brown. The feathers, on the top ut'r]u: head and
nape of the neck, are edged with olive; the upper part of the
body, the wings and the tail, are bright black. The contre
tail feathers are uniform in colour, the rest scarlet in the mid-
dle, but not striped with black.

Observation.—Thie noble bird, a native of various parts of
New Holland, is rare in England, and rarer still in Germany.
Jts motions resemble those of the Great White Cockatoo, and
it may be treated in the same manner.

43. Toe Asm-corornen Pannor.

Prittaens Erithacns, Lix.  Perroguet eendré au Jaco, Bue.  Der avch-
grave Mapagei, Decit.

Deseription.—This and the following are the most common
and docile Parrots with which we are gequainted. Tt is abo
the size of a domestic Pigeon, and nine inches in length,  The
naked membrane and the circle of the eyes are nenrly white s
the iris yellowish white. The feet are ashen grey, which is
the prevailing colour of the whole plumage. The feathers on
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he head, neck, and under part of the body have a border of
stish grey.  The wmump and lower part of the belly are
whitish grey, edged with ash-colour, which gives the whola
body a sculy or powdered appearunce. The tail is short and
searlet.  ‘The male and female resemble one another, and nre
equally docile.
Habit of Life.—~This bird is usually imported from Guinea,
where it is bronght for sale from the interior of Afrien. Lt is
also found in Congo, and on the const of Angola.

In confinement it is usually keptin a large bell-shaped eage,
provided with a ring.

Food.—In its native country it lives on almost all kinds of
fruit and grain, and grows fat on the sveds of the sun-flower,
which to man is so violent a purgative. In confinement it
will eat whatever is brought to table, but docs hest when fed on
ffruit, and bread soaked in milk. Meat, of which it is fond,
oduces diarrhoea, and o diseose which impels it to pull out
vla*feathers. I well faken care of, it has been known to live
lo the age of sixty years,

Breeding. —This bird, in a state of nature, makes its nest in
hollow trees, and is the only one of the Parrot species which
has been known to breed in Europe. Burrox mentions a certain
M. pe Lo Prevoxpine, of Marmands, who possessed & pair, which
for five or six successive years hatched and reared a brood,  The
female laid on each oceasion four egps, of which one was
always unfruitful. In omfer to induce them fo sit, o small
barrel, open at one end, was placed in the room devoted to the
purpose 5 and outside of this were fixed two small steps, that
the male bird might be easily enabled to wvisit his mate. It
was neeessary to put on boots before entering the room, as the
jealous bird attacked every body who came near his mate,
with sharp blows of his beak. Whether old or young, these
birds may be easily tamed, though the young oncs which have
been taken out of the nest—os is generally tho case with
those which are bronght to Europe—are most docile.

Lhseases,—The delicacies often given to these binds, render
them especially liable to diseases; of which swollen fect and
rout are among the most common.  For these, no certain eure
has yet been discovercd.  They may, however, be casily pre-
vented, by kecping the birds cleen, and not giving them
either meat or confectionary.
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Attractive Qualities.—This Parrot, like all the variou
gpecics of Lory, not enly learns very casily to speak
whistle, but to make all kinds of gestures, and is particularly
distinguished by its affectionate conduct towards those who
treat it kindly, The present varicty is preferred by many,
s it docs not utter the unpleasant wild cry so ecaselessly
made by the Lories, especially in the breeding season. It 1s
very fond of imitating the voice of children, and prefors to he
L!H"I'I'll. by them.  The extent of its imitative powers may be
inforred Trom an expmple given by Bureox. A Grey Parrot
was taught to speak by a sailor, in the course of a voyage from -
(iuinea, and sequired g0 exactly his harsh voice and cough, as
to be frequently mistaken for him. It was afterwards in-
structed by a young man,—and although it then heard no
voice but that of its teacher,—the former lessons were BewRer
forgotten; and it often amused the bystanders by snddenl
passing from a soft and agreeable voice to its old honrse ec
tone. This bird has not only the power of mimicking
human voice, but by its attention and manifest effort, shows
also a desire of imitation. It continnally repeats the syllables
which it has heard, and, in order not to be misled in memory,
endeavours to ery down all sounds which may disturb it. 1ts
lessons make so deep an impression, that, as I have myself
often mnoticed, it dreams alowd. When young, its memory is
#0 good as to retain whole verses and sentences. Ruomerxos
mentions a Grey Parrot which @uld repeat the Apostles'
Creed without o slip, and was on that account bought by a
cardinal for one hundred crowns.

F R rT 1

44, Tuar Cerax Lony,

Peittacus Garrnluz, Lux,  Lory de Cermn, Bur,  Ler Gesehwdlstge
Lory, Brcn.

Deseription.—The Lory of Ceram is about the size of a
Pizeon, being ten or eleven inches long. T is very variable
in eolour, but the following description is the most accurati
that can be given :—The beak is orange ; the naked membran
at the base, and the eircle of the eyes, ashen grey; the iria
dark yellow ; the foet brown. The prevailing colour of the
body is scarlet, with the exception of the smaller and under-
wing coverts, which are o mixture of green and yellow. The
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e pen-feathers are dark green: searlet on the inner half,

ien grey at the points. The two centre tail feathers

green at the root and tips, but pale red in the middle.

=~ The next on each side are more than half red, the other part

green.  The four outermost ave scarlet at the root, violet in

the centre, and dark green at the tips.

Remarks.—This bird is a native of the Moluceas; is, like the

preceding, docile, and requires similar treatment.

45. Tur Perrre-carren Logy,

Pritteens Domicella, Lix. Lory & Collier, Bur. Der Purpuribagise
Lory, Brou.

Deseription—This bird, so beautiful in plumage, and so
noble in general appearance, is about the size of a Pigeon,
being ten inches and a half in length. The benk is orange.
Thie naked membrane, as well s the cirele of the eyes, black-
R the iris adark reddish brown; the feet ashen“grey; the
el black. The prevailing colour of the plumage is red;
dark on the back, and lighter on the neck. The top of the
head iz a purple black, the back of it inclining to blueish pur-
ple. The throat is encircled by a light yellow, erescent-shaped
vollar, of varying distinctness. The edgesof the wing and the
lesser wing coverts are dark blue; the remaining portion of
the wings grass-green, shot with light yellow. The lurger
pen feathers are a fine blue ; the lesser yellowish green. The
tail is rounded, except that towards the point it is somewhat
wedge-shaped, and is of a blueish purple colour, with a tinge
of reddish brown. The knee bands are blue, slightly inelining
to green.

The female is smaller than the male; the collar on the neck
iz cither wanting, or very indistinct; the blueish black colour
of the head is less extensive; the edges of the wings are
mingled blue and green; and there is no other blue upon the
wings,

Fariefy—In a varicty of this speeies, the lower purt of the

k, the rump, the lower part of the belly, and the thighs,

white and rose-colourcd. The upper and under tail

a red and white; the wing coverts preen, mixed with

_-~light yellpw ; the beak of the same colour. The rest of the
plumage is as above described.

Obsercations.—In generil babits this Lory agrees with
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others of the same speeics; bt ||111|m:u's to me, on the wholg,

the most docile and talkafive, the temest, most aifectigl
and most attractive of all Parots. It eries * Lory " talks it
cessantly and in a hollow tone, like that of a ventriloquist, and
whistles tunes which have been played to it, in a clear and
agreeahle voice. It delights in being noticed and eurcssed.
As this specics, which is o native of the Moluecas and of
Kew Guinen, is preserved with diffieulty during the veyage,
it is rare and costly. It requires continual eare aud attention.

46. Tuor Brack-carren Lony.

Paitfacus Lovy, Lo,  Lory des Philippines, Dur. Ler Fehrarcheppine
Lury, Bucw

Deseription.—This Lory is a very little smaller fhan the
preceding, being ten inches and three quarters in length. The
beak is orange ; the naked membrane and the cirele of jhe
eyes dark flesh coloured, the iris orange rod : the feet blacki
The top of the head is hlack, tinged with blue; the neck gind
body scarlet, except a black spot between the neck and the
back, and another on the lower part of the breast, with which
red feathers are intermixed. The upper side of the wings is
green, and the inoer plume of the pen feathers yellow, except
towards théend, where they are dork brown.,  The middie pen
teathers are yellow towards the edge ; the under wing coverts
red : the border of the wings yellowish. The lower part of
the belly and thighs, as well as the vent, are a fine blue; the
upper side of the tail i blue, the middle feathers being dark
green, and the inner plume of the other feathers yellowish,
which gives all the under-part of the tail a yellow appearance.

Obserations.—These birds are notives of the Philippines,
They are imported into Furope less often than the precceding
gpecies, and are therefore dearer.  They are, however, reported
to be equally decile and affectionate.

47. Toe Wiurre-FrosTED PARROT.

Prittacus Leveocephalus, Lin.  Amazone & féle blunche, Buy. Der -
skipfge Admazonen Fapagei.  Brcu.
Deseription—This well known Parrot is about the size o
Pigeon, and is among the most docile of the Parrots importe
into Germany. The beak is sometimes flesh coloured, some-
times light yellow or white ; the iris is nut brown ; the circle

.... _..._ -
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of the eyes white ; the feet dark brown. The head is white
times as fiur as the poll, and sometimes only on the fore-
pead. In the male, the poll, or occusionally only the back of
the head, is light blue, now and (hen spotted with red ; in the
female the same part is green.  The provailing eolour of the
plumage is green: and the feathers, especially in front, are
cdged with dark brown.  The cheeks, the throat, and the top
of the neck are a beautiful searlet; the belly green, mixed
with red.  The larger pen feathers are blue, theugh black on
the inner plume; the hinder oncs green. The iuil is short ;
its two centro feathers are greem; the three next red for one
third of their length fsom the root; the external feathers are
similarly marked, but are blucish on the outer plume. In
the male the border of the wings is red.
Observations—This bird is a native of Martinique, Jamaiea,
d Mexico, It may be treated in the same manner os the
‘G{ceﬂing specics, and, Like them, is very tame and tulkative.
ome trouble, however, is required to teach it German words,
altheugh it easily learns Dutch and English. It immediately
learns to imitate the cries of animals, particularly dogs, cats,
and sheep.

48. Tue Comuox Axazox Pamnor)

FPsitteens Esticns, Lix.  FPeroquel Amazone, Bur.,  Der Gemeine Ama-
zonen Papayed, Beon.

LDeseription.—This bird is so often brought to Envope, that it
is to be seen constantly both in Hollund and England, Notwith-
etanding that it is as large as & good-sized Pigeon, it is very
cheap. It is met with in many varicties, but the following
is a general deseription. The ball i3 black ; the feet ash-co-
loured ; the iris golden yellow; the forchesd and the space
between the eyes Blueish ; the rest of the body and the throat
a clear yellow, the feathers having blugish preen borders: the
rest of the body light green, changing on the back and belly
into a clear yellow ; the border of the wings red; the upper
wing coverts green; the quill feathers bluck, yellow, violet

lue and red ; the tail green, though when spread out, its foa-
thers appear to have a black, red, and blue edge.
" Obsercations.—This binl comes from Guinna, Brazil, mnd
Mexico ; learns to speak with difieulty, and is very sociable
L
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and faithful. In the necessary mode of treatment it resembles
the foregoing.
49, Tue Yeiwow-meapen Amazow Pannor.
FPsiftacus Ochrocephalus, Law. L'Amazone @ fote joune, Duer. Der Gelb-
hipfige dwazonen Papagel, Becu.

Deseription.—This bird, about as lurge as o middle-sized
Pigeon, is one foot two inches long, of which the beak mea-
gurca one ineh and a half, and the tail five inches. The beak
is strong, orange on the sides of the upper and the root of the
lower mandible, but elsewhere dark ashen grey or brown.
The egg-shaped cireles of the eye are bare, and a light ashen
grey; the ins a golden yellow ; the wax black ; the strong feet
ashen grev: the elaws blackish. The forchead and back of the
head, neck, back, shoulder fenthers, wing coverts and hindmost
tail feathers, are dark and leck green ; the under part of the
and the under wing coverts are yellowish green.  Theupper
der of the wings is deep red, mixed with yellow on the forem
joint; the top of the head, as well 45 a small band round {
knees, deep or golden yellow. The front quill feathers are black,
outwardly edged with green, but towards the quill tinged with
blue ; the middle quill feathers are also black, the foremost
half deep red on the outer plume, tinged with blue towards
the point ; the hinder wing feathers green on the onter plume,
but otherwise like the forward half; the under quill feathers
Blueish green; the tail green, growing yellowish towards the
point ; the three outer feathers, on the inside of the plume half
way from the root, deep red, mixed with yellow at the side.

Varicties are found, having—1. The forchead a pale yellow,
and the colours in general lighter. 2. The forchead and gides
of the head a clear yellow, 3. The yellow of the head mixed
with green.

Observations,—This bird iz a native of SBouth America. Tt
seems to be incapable of learning anything, as the cxample I
have before me will only utter a strong harsh seream, which
is its natural weice. The amoteur must, therefore, content
himself with the scarcity and beautiful plumage of this bird. 3

50. Tnre Brove-racen Pammor.
Frittacus Avtumnalis, L. Le Crik d fefe Blewe, Byr,  Der Herbst d
Krich Papagei, Bren.
Leseriplion.—The Blue-fuced Parvot is as large as 1 mode-
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rately sized Pigeon.  The beak is horn colour, with a long
siyipe of orange on each side of the upper mondible ; the iris is
erange 3 the circle of the eyes flesh colour ; the feet the same,
but darker; the claws black, Round the top of ihe head and
the throat the colour is blue; the under part of the neck
down to the breast red; the rest of the body green, exeept the
great quill feathers, which are chiedly blue, though a few arc
red, with blug peints. The hinder quill feathers are also
green.  The tail feathers are halt green, inclining at the points
to yellow ; the under part of the side feathers towards the
base, red.

Fartefies.—1. In some, the head, instead of Being red and
blue, iz red and white,

2, In others the forchead is scarlet; the top of the hend
blue; under each eye isan orange epeck; the upper edge of

wings light yellow.

3. In others, the forchead and throat are red ; behind and
ander the eyes is a patch of blue; the top of the head is
yellowish green; the under edge of the wing 18 red ; and the
tail has a light yellow point,

4, In others, the whole body is blackish, exerpt on the
breast where the feathers are dark brown, edged with red.
T'his is o very rare variety, possessed by the Duke of Mein-
ngen.

“Observations.—This bird is a native of Guiana. Tt does not
learn much, and utters a continual ey of © Girr, Gie !

51. Toe Bive-xecxrn Pinnor.

Psitfacus Mestruns, Lix,  Le Pepagei d tele of Gorge Biewe, Bur,  Der
Blanhilsige Papagei, Becn.

Deseription.—This rarc bird is about the size of the Ashen-
grey Parrot (43), and resembles it in form and earringe. The
beak is & dark horn colour, marked on each side of the upper
mandible with a red spot.  The eyes are reddish brown, and
the eircle round them a grey flesh colour. The head, neck,
and a part of the breast are a fing ind.igu‘bll.te. somewhat ?lmt
“with purple on the breast, while on the m{le_ of the head iz o
black spot. The back, belly, wings, and ih:g!mrum green, the
feathers on the belly being tipped with blue.  The 1;1::5 co-

i
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vorts aro f{'l]qwish green, inelining to gold ecolour; the vent
searlet, with a blueish tinge at the end of the feathers, The
tail is green, with the inner half of the first three feathers re
at the root; the feet strong nnd grey.

heervations.—This bird, which is a native of Guiana, lives
long in captivity, and though it does not talk, is prized for its
tameness and gentle disposition, It is secavee even in its native
country.

.

52. Tne Rose-mrwarn Panmakrer.

Faittacws Pullarivs, Laxn. Perruche & fete Nowge, Bur. Der Rothkiprige
Guineisehe Farkit, Becn.,

-

Dieseription.—To this little Parrot, which is not larger than
a common Crossbill, and much esteemed throughout Europe, on
account of its beanty and affectionate disposition, bird-sellers,
give tho name of the Guinca Sparrow. The beak is red, i
growing lighter towards the tip; the naked membrane and the
bare eivele of the cyes arc ash-coloured. The feet are grey;
and the iris blogish. The general eolour of the plumage is
sreen, which is lightest on the lower part of the body. The '
tront of the head and the throat are red; the border of the
wings, and the lower part of the boek, blue; the superior fail
coverts green.  The upper portion of the tail feathers is red |
below this is & narrow black stripe, and the fips ave green. :
The two centre feathers are entirely green.

In the female the colours are similar, though not so dis- |
tinetly marked ; the red tinge on the head is lighter, and the
wings are bordered with light yellow.

ervations.—These birds arc natives of Guinea, Indin,
Java, and all parts of the torrid zone of the eastern hemisphere,
They were formerly scarce in Europe, but are now to be scen
at every bird-scller's ; Pm'bnhly'he{:uwm the method of treating
them during the voyage is now better understood.  They are
so affcetionate that they cannot be kept except in poirs; and if
one dies, it is necessary, to preserve the survivor, that a mirror
should be hung near the cage, to cheat it into the belief that
it is not alone. The male1s especially attentive to tho female,
frequently caressing her, and offering her food. 1In their
native country these birds do a great deal of damage to the
coru-fields. In confinement they may be fed on canary sced,
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with milk and bread. Tt is to he regretted that they cannot be

ght to speak, and that their ery isso unpleasant. A pair
may be kept to advantage in o lell-shaped wire eage, some-
what larger than that used for Canaries,

83. Tme Lrvree Buve axo Grees Pinrraxeer.

Prittacus Passerinug, Lin, Efé o Toui-éte, Bur, Der Speribags
Parkit, Breu.”

Deseription.—1It is only four inches long, and not larger than
a House Sparvow.  The beak, the membrane at the base, the
circles of the eyes, and the fect ave ovange coloured.  The
general colour is green; the rump blue ; the little wing coverts
and the tail are also green.

Observations.—This pretty little bird, which, like the last,
ives most amicably with its mate, is rarely scen. It comes
rom Brazil and Guiang, and unfortunately cannot speak. It

14 fed with canary sced, hemp, &e.

54, Toe Yerrow-nressren Tovous.

Ahamphastos Tueanus, Lix. Touwean & Gorge Jaune du Bresit, Bur. Der
Tukam, nder geiblriistiye FEfoffervigel, Brou.,

Deseription.—This and the two following birds, like the
rest of their class, have a disproportionately lavge beak, which
is convex above, pnd heoked towards the point. It is hollow,
very light, and toothed at the edges like asaw., The fect are
adapted for climbing. In summer, when they do mot suffor
from the cold, they are imported from North America into
England and Holland, from whence they ave brought into Ger-
many, but they are uot often to be found in aviardes. In con-
finement they will eat whatever is offered them—/fruit, berries,
especially grapes, bread, meat, frogs, &c. They swallow every
thing whole, after having thrown it into the air, and canght it
in the beak. They are taken from the nest, which generally
stands in a hollow tree, and contains two young ones, and

hen reared, are very engaging birds.

The Toucan is nineteen inches in length, of which the beak
measures six; this is grey at the base, and at the end black.
The back is o greenish black; the cheeks, throat, and top of
the neck orange; on the breast is a crimson stripe; the upper
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of part the belly is & beautiful red, the lower part and the
sides blackish, as are also the quill feathers and the tail.
upper tail coverts are sulphur-coloured, the under erimsou ; the
feet and claws lead-coloured.

55. Tre Brazmrasy Toveaw.

Riamphastos Piscivorus, Lis, Le Towcan & Gorge blanche d Brezil, Bor.
Ler Drasilische Ffeffervagel, Beci.

Deseription.—This bird is twenty-one inches in length, of
which the beak measures six inches, and is three inches thick
at the base. The upper mandible is yellowish green, with
orange-coloured toothed cdges; the lower mandible is a fine
blue; the points of both searlet; the iris nut brown; the
virele of the eyes bare and a greenish yellow ; the top of the
head, neck, buck, belly, wings, and tail, black; the 5l
throat, and breast, yellowish white; between the brenst and
belly is a beantiful red erescent; the upper tail coverts ar
white, the lower are clear red; the feet light blue.

It iz a native of Cayenne and Drazil.

56. Tme Preacnre Toveas.

Rhamphastos Picatus, Lix. Le Toucan & pentre rouge, Brw,  Der Pri-
diger Pfeffereigel, Beci.

Dreseription.—The Preacher Toucan is one foot eight inches
in length. The beak is six inches long, and almest two inches
thick at the base, of a greenish yellow colour, reddish at the
point; the head, throat, neck, top of the back, and shoulders,
are bright black, with a green tinge; the lower part of the
back, rump, and upper and lower wing coverts are also black,
tmt tinged with ashen grey. The breastis a beautiful orange ;
the helly, sides, thighs, and lower tail coverts a fine red ; the
quill feathers like the back, but paler ; the tail is greenish black,
tipped with red, but black on the under side; the feet and
elaws black.

The Preacher Toucon is & native of Guisna and Brazil, and
has received its name from its uncensing ery. Ibis very cosy
to tame, and eats whatever is offered to it.

Apprriosat.— The Rhemphastide, or Toucan kind, forms

ane of the five families into which the order Seansores hos been
divided by Vicons: the species included in this family are not

5
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by any means numerous, and, sccording to Cuviem, they are
fgund ouly in the warmest regions of Awmerica. They live on
fuits, usually ro in little flocks of from six to ten, and fly heavily,
apparcntly with trouble to themselves, They can, however, ele-
vate themselves to the summits of the highest trees, where the
are fond of perching, and are almost in a continual state of agi-
tation. They make their nests in the hollows of trees, and the
female lays but two eggs. The young are casily tamed and
reared, for they will eat any thing which is given to them—fruits,
bread, flesh, or fish. They seize the morsels which are presented
them with the point of the bill, throw them upwards, and receive
them in their large gullet. If they seck their food on the ground,
they wsually take it up sideways and fling it in the air, and eatch
it in the same manner. The Toucans are go sensible to eold, that
they dread the freshness of the night even in tropical elimates.
Their skin is generally blueish, and their flesh, though hard and
black, is yet eatabla. ~ “ When," says M. D'Azara, * they take
ittle birds in the nest, or morsels of meat or fuits, they dart
them into the air, and by a slight movement of the bill, they
Mdireet them so as to be swallowed conveniently ; then by another
motion they receive them into their wide pullet. Iui if the
morsel should be larger than the aperture of the latler, they
abandon it without attempting to divide it."

The lnst-named naturahst furnishes some criginal observations
on those birds, which may serve to complete their natural history.
“The Toueans, contrary to what may be supposed, destroy a

reat number of birds, their large and bully bill rendering them
ormidable to most species. They attack them, chase them from
their nests, and even in their presence devour their eggs and
young ones, which they either draw out of holes by the aid of
their long bill, or bring to the ground along with the nests. It
ia affirmed that the Toucans do not even respect the nests of the
Aras and Caroearas, and that if the young ones nre too strong
e allow themselves to be carried away from the nest, their ad-
versaries strike them to the ground, os if their disposition led
them not only to devour, but to destroy. Even the solid nest of
the Rufous Bee-eater, which resists {ime, and other causes of
destruction, is not safe from the attacks of the Toucans, which
wait until the elay, of which it ia composed, is softened by the
rain, to batter it with strokes of their bills, that they may devour
the egps and young. During the scason of hatehing, the Toueans
. have searcely any other aliment ; but at other times tlle.? live on
fruits, and sometimes on insects and the tender buds of plants ;
they then Jeave the other winged tribes in peace.”

;ﬂl_‘ﬂrﬂiﬂg to this author the tongue of the Toucan is inflexible,
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and ean be of no use for the direclion of the aliment, or
formution of the ery, which, in the two gpeciea of Paraguay
nothing more than may be expressed by the syllable rae.®

IV. WOODPECKERS +

i
Ty these birds the beak is generally straight, very rarely curved,
angular, not thick, and moderatoly long.  The feet are short, and {
usually nrln[_uu-:l for elimbing.

Appitiosat.—* Under the name Piers," says Covier, “which $
wo may {ranslate by our popular term Woodpeeker, naturalists
unite & number of birds, w }1'll:'|1 constitute a very natural genus
of the order Seansores. Their hard tongue, armed with solid
corneons papille, is o very proper weapon for seizing the in- i
sects, and more especially the soft larve whidh these birds see 1
under the bark, or in the tender and rotten wood of old trees.
The feot, furnished with claws, strong and ercoked, nssist them
in climbing along the trees, which ihey most frequently asce
in a spiral direction: they are also capable of running along the
bi’{l.'l:lll: es horizontally, and in opposition to their own proper
weight.

“The ery of the Woodpeckers is sharp and piercing; their
flicht heavy, and by springa. They are easily recognised by the
redoubled blows with which they strike the frees, to terrify the
insects which are concealed under the bark, or eatch them if the
wood be soft enough to vield to their strokes. The Wood-
peckers are never fat; their flesh is hard, coriaceocus, black, and,
consequently, in little estimation. Their plumage is exceedingly
various, and they exhibit in the upper parts of it all colours, bg:u]:
excepted,

" {l\'mdpurkrru are eontinually eccupied in hollowing trecs,
into the holes of which they retire during the night, and also
when they lay their eggs, which the female deposits without
making any nest. The parents keep the young birds until the
are of age for reproduction. During the day they remain isolated,
and their life seems a loborious and active one.  The species
of this genus are very numercus (four only are known as
British birds); even Burros was scquainted with nine-and-
thirty ; but sinee his time the number has been wonderfully in.
ereased.  They are extended over the globe through every lati.
tude; two-thirds of them are found between the tropics; but

* Griffith"s Curicr, vol. vii. p. 546
T Eicl.  Spechiartige Végel, Becn.
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ﬂtf!}' abound most in the humid forests of America. Tt is, how-
evep, remarkable enough that none are to be found in New Hol-

il
“Though the Woodpeckers constitute a very natural genus
and all appenr as ﬂmuf_:!h they were formed in ﬂl'.lj':ﬂ type, }'El. Lin;
manners of some species vary considerably. There are somo
which do not elimb, although their organization might lead us to
hnl_lm'u they did ; but, on the contrary, they live on the gmu.nd,
or in the rocks."#

(A.) EUROIPEAN BIRDS.
TAMEABRLE WHEN YOUNG.
57. Tus Greey WooDPECKER.
Picns Firidis, Lix. Pie Verd, Bor. Der Griinspechi, Brom.

Deseription—The Green Woodpecker is about the size of a

mall Pigeon, being twelve inches and a half in length. The
ail, half of which is eovered by the folded wings, measures
four inches and a quarter. The beak is one inch and a half
long, trilateral, sharp at the point, and of o dark lead colour;
the iris is light lead colour, with a fuint brown gtripe round
the pupil. The tongue, which is five inches in length, is, hike
that of all Wondpeckers, provided with a horny tip, to catch
and picree inseets; the feet are o areyish lend ‘eolour, and
adapted for climbing. The top of the head, as far as the nape
of the neck, is a beautiful crimson. In old birds o black
stripe, tinged with red, runs down each side of theneck. The
upper pdrt of the body is a bright olive green; the lower &
dirty greenish white, marked on the helly with indistinet trans-
verse stripes, whieh become more visible on the side.

The head of the female is never so red as that of the male,

and for the first year is entircly grey.

Habitat.—In summer the Woodpecker frequents woeds and

retired gardens, but in winter, when the snow falls thickly, it
approaches the villages, and flies about the gardens near the
ouses. It conceals itself at night in a hollow tree.  Inrotien
rees it excavates large and deep round holes with its beak, in
arder to get at the insects which are there to be found. 1t
never, however, attacks a healthy tree, though often unjustly

* Griffith's Cuvier, vol. ¥ii. p. 510
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killed by the forester 2z  destrietive bird. Sometimes it merely
knocks ut the tree, to frighten out the inscets; and ki
does so quickly, as to produce on the car the sensation of
continuous sound.

Such is its wild and restless disposition in confinement,
that it must be restrained with a choin,

Food.—In awild state it feeds upon the maggots and insects
which are found in the wood snd under the bark of trees;
ants, the larve of wasps, and in winter, even bees.

In confinement it will eat nuts, snts’ eggs, and meat.

Breeding.—The female lays, in some hole of a tree, three or
four white ezes.  The young ones, ift it be desired to rear
them, must be taken out of the nest when half Hedged. The
old birds are unfameable, and, as far as my experience goes,
will not even in confinement eat.

by this bird is the beauty of its plumage, as it is always wil
and untractable; and never, under any circumstances, beco
accustomed to captivity. A pair, however, form an agreeable
variety in an aviary, and it is curious fo see them crack their
nuta,

Apprrrosar.—* The Woodpecker,” says Mupie, * is especially
a bird of the ancient forests. You do not find it in the hedge or
the coppice, where so many of the little birds, especinlly the sum-
mer migrants, build their nests, and spend their mid-days, when
the reflections of the'sun come bright on all sides of the foliage,
in picking the goft caterpillara from the leaves, or mgt‘uﬂn% &
ingeets that resort thither for the purpose of deposiljng fresh
myriads: and when they have thus secored the shelter and
beauty of their habitation, farewell the evening, and again hail
the morning, with their joyous songs; the aged tree ia all to the
Woodpecker, and the Woodpecker is much to the aged tree.”

Macainuivray states that * this bird does not ccour in any
part of the north or middle divisions of Scotland, and that if 1t
exists in the southern parts it must beexiremely rare.” Mn.
Yimnern, he thinks, mmst have erred, in alleging it to be
“found over a great part, if not all, the wooded districts o
England and Scotland.” Even in the north of England he sa
it i3 of very uncommon occurrence; but as we proceed som
ward, it increases in frequency, and in some districts, espocial]
the southern and midland, it is by no means uncommen. Tt s
permanently resident, and does not appear to shift its quarters
much, remaining at all scasons in the woods, and occasionally

Attractive Qualities.—The only recommendation pn@se%c;!ﬂ )
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betaking itself to orchards and ,l:nrdcna. Its flight is rapid, and
ulated when protracted, and all its motions are lively and in-
dicative of great vigour, It ia thouglt to announee the approach
¢ of rain by & peculiar ery, which may be likened to the syllables
plew, plew, but its ordinary note is harsh, and in the breeding
season 1t emits a noise resembling a shout of laughter, whence
its name, Yafller,”
. This is but ene of the many names by which the bird is known
in various parts of this country ; it is so called in Surrey and
Sussex.  Wairs, of Selborne, says,  the Woodpeeker loughs.”
Tsomas Hoo, in that powerfully deseriptive poem of his, The
Haunted House, speaks of

*The ringing of the Whitwall's shrilly laughter.”

Wetwall, Woodwall, Woodwals, or Woodwell, which are, in fact,
but modifications of one word, are terms used by some old
uthors, and penerally considered to refer to one species of our
English Woodpeckers, thﬂ'llfh to which of them is a matter of
t. Wittorcney and Hay apply the name Wetwall to the
Greater Spotted Woodpecker; and in the New Forest, Hampshire,
at the present day, this bird is variously ealled Woodwall, Wood-
wale, Woodnueker, and Woodpie, as we are informed by Yan-
RELL, in whose History of British Birds will be found an inter-
esting examination into the probable origin of the several terms
which have been supposed to refer to the Green Woodpeoker.
From thia work we uli?aa learn that in some parts of Hertford-
ghire, and the adjoining eounty of Essex, the bird is called
Whet-ile, probably from whiltle, “ to cut or hack wood.” Hew-
hole is another term used; it is sufliciently expluined by the
well-known habits of the bird, Woodspite iz another name,
and sometimes spelled Woodspeight, the first gyllable being de-
rived, we are told, from woad, in reference to the green colour of
the bird, and the second syllable from the German word specke,
o Woodpecker. Brcmstery, it will be scen, ecalls this bird
Grriinspeeht. The term Rain-bird we have already noticed. In”
Northumberland, aceording to Wanuis, the historian of this
county, the common people call the bird Rain-fowl, because it is
more loud and noisy before rain.  Woodpeckers were called by
the Bomane Pluwe aves, probably for the same reason. The
Green Woodpecker is said by Maicainnivear to be very gene-
dispersed over the European confinent, from Scondinavia
to Greece, Proresson JawmEesox states, that it ocours alen in
the Himalayan range of mountains. M. Haniey has given o
characteristic necount of its habits, as observed in the neigh-
bourhood of Leicester, from which we make an extract, * Lig
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flight iz undulating, but the last undulation before the bird
alights on the Lole of the tree is much longer than the first. 3L
have never seen it descend the tree after the manner of the Nut-
hateh, nor have I reason to think that it ever docs so. Some
authors, in their history of the bird, speak of its carrying away
the chips from the foot of the tree inwhich it has been preparing
8 place for its olfspring ; but although such may be the ease, I
have never, after 4 very minute searcl, seen cither male or female
removing the chips, which, on the eontrary, 1 have always found
in profusion near their holes.  This bird never uses masonry, as
the Nuthateh does, at 1he mouth of the holes which it chooses
for nidifieation. I have never found any appearauce of nest, ex-
eepting of deeayed wood, in which were laid from five to seven
delicate and beantiful white eggs.”

88. Tar Grester Srorten WooDrEckER.

»

Pieus Mejor, Lix.  Fpeiche ou pic varié, Bur.  Der Bunispecht, Duci.

Deseription.—This bird, which is nine inches in length, A
about the size of n Song Thrush. The tail, of which the
folded wings cover a litile more than half, measures three
inches and a half. The beak is almost one inch in length ;
on the upper side five-cornered, and a blackish horn colour;
but on the lower, it has a blueish tinge. The feet are thirteen
lines high, and of a blucish olive green ; the iris is blucish, but
surrounded by a white ring.  The forehead is yellowish brown ;
the top of the head black; but edewed towards the neck with
a crimson stripe. The beak is bluck: the shoulders white ;
the wings and tail striped with black and white, and having
over the whele a tinge of yellow. The under part of the body
is a dirty reddish white ; the vent is erimson,

In the female the red stripe on the neck is wanting.

Obsercations.—The larger Woodpecker frequents gardens
and groves, and feeds on inseets, hazelnuts, beechmast, noorns,
and the seeds of pine and fir-cones, &o.  Before opening nuts,
it usually fixes them in some creviee of o tree. The female
lays from three to six white eggs, in o hollow tree.  Before
the first moulting, the head of the young hirds is altogether
red. If it is intended to rear them, they ghould be taken oug
of the nest when half grown, and fod on ants’ eggs, meat, and
nuts. In other respeets, the observations on the Green Wood-
pecker apply also to this bird,
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AppirioNat.—Of the Pied, or Greater Spotted Woodpecker,
SLieaILLIVEAY writes, “(hat it is extensively distributed in Eng-
and and Secotland ; but inall parts is rare, ulthough specimens
Jare not unfrequently obtained. It is a permanent resident, nnd
has been found breeding in various districts, In England, where
it Las been found from the northern counties to those bordering
on the channel, it is more common than in Scotland, thoughi less
“numerous than the Green Woodpecker.”

MoxTaeU states, that * it rarely descends to the ground in
search of food, and more frequently makes that jarring noise for
which the Woodpeckers ure distinguished than either of the
other species, especially when di.sLurEud from the nest, which,"
he continues, “we had an opportunity of observing. It waswith
difficulty the bird was made to quit her cags ; for, notwithstand-
ing a chizel and mallet were used to enlarge the hole, she did not
attempt to fly out till the hand was introduced, when she quilted
the iree at another opening. The egys were five in number, per-
fifelly white and glossy, weighing about one drachm, or rather

ore. They were deposited two foet below the opening, on the
dieayed wood, without the smallest appearance of a nest.  As
goon as the female had escaped, she flew o a decayed branch of
a neighbouring tree, and there began the jarring noise before
mentioned, which was soon answered by 1he male from a distant
part of the wood, who soon joined his mate, and both continued
these vibratione, trying different branches, till they found the
most sonorous.”

Mr. Hanvey, of Leicester, writes respecting this species as
follows :—* We have the Greater Spotted Woodpecker here alse,
but it is not quite so common as the green one. It affects the
deep umbrageous woods of Oakley and Fiper. In Worcester-
shire and Herefordshire, I have found it upon the moss-grown
apple trees, particularly the very aged oncs.  From the aitention
I Em’e paid to its habits, I think 1 any the truth, when I aflirm
that it affects the tops of trecs more than its congener does.  The
common people here, who have a knowledre of the bird, eall it
French Magpie ; and in the counties of Sufi;np and Stafford it is
ealled the Woodpie." N

In reference to the particular sound made by this bird when
eking its food, PExxANT remarks :— By putting the point of
its bill into the crack of the limb of a large tree, and moking a
uiek tromulous motion with its head, it oceasions a sound as if
tree was gplitting, which alarms the insects, and induces
them to quit their recessea; this it repeaia every minute or two
for balf an hour, and will then fly oft' to another tree, gencrally
fixing ituelf near the top for the same urpose. The noise muy
be distinetly heard for o mile. 5 bird will also keep its
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head in very quick motion while moving about the tree for food,
jarring the bark, and shoking it at the time it is seeking for
sects.”

§9. Toe Mmoie Srorrep WoonrEckER.
Ficus Medlus, Lin.  Ple varid & téte rouge, Duv, Der Weisspecht, Becn.

Deseription.—This bird resembles the former in  almost
cvery respect, except that it is a little smaller. The beak is
smaller, far thinner, and very pointed. Tho top of the head
is crimson, and the vent rose-coloured.

Observations.—It is less common than the larger species,
and the young, though not very tractable, are yet more decile.
Like the preceding, this bird may be kept in o eage, and
coufined by o light chain,

Picws minor, Lix. Petit Epeicke, Bur. Der Grompechs, Deca.

Duseripfion.—This bird, about the size of a Lark, is
inches and o half in length, of which the tail measures two
inches. The folded wings extend to the middle of the tail.
The beak is seven lines long, and greenish black ; the feet are
of the same eolour. The rump is white; the head crimson at
the top, and black at the back. The back is white, with
blackish transverse stripes. The under part of the body is
red, greyish and white, marked on the sides with o few black
streaks.

The female has no red on the head.

Ohservations.—This is a rare bird ; it is an inhabitant of the
woods, ond lives on the insects which it picks from the bark
and moss of trecs. It moy sometimes also be seen hopping
among the grass, in search of inscets.  The young birds, which
are to be reaved, must be kept in the eage.

60. Tue Lesser Srorten WooDPECKER. H’k_’

Anprmiosan—Macorntivear, who confesses that he is in-
debted to ihe earlier volumea of Lowdou's Mugasine of Natural
Ifistory for the information here given, thus remarks npon thi
bird, whieh he ealls the Strinted Woodpecker :—* Thia spoeics,
wlich is said to be more abundant in the northern parts of,
Europe than in Franee and Germany, has not hitherto been gt
with in Scotland, or even in many parts of England, although it
ocenre in most of the southern, eastern, and midland counties,
extending as far north as Derby, and westward to Shrewsbury




—~aroused. will free

THE LESSER SPOTTED WOODIECKER. 149

end Hereford. Tt is snid by several observers to be not uncom-
in some distriets. Thus, Mr, Gouw, in his beautiful Jius-
rations of the Birds of Europe, suys, * In Englund it ie fur more
abundant than is generally supposed ; we have seldom sought
for it in vain wherever larie trees, articularly the elm, grow in
suflicient numbers to invite its nbuﬁe: its gecurity from sight is
to be atiributed more to its habit of frequenting the topmost
branches than to its rarity,'  The Rev. Mr. Buee stotes, that ©it
is by no means of rare occurrence in is neighbourhood, where,
however, it 13 more readily heard than scen.  Its loud, rapid. vi-
bratory noise, most extraordinarily loud to be produced by so
emall an animal, can hardly fail 1o arrest the attention of the
most unobserving ear.  Though I have watehed the bird during
the operation, and within the distance of o few yards, [ am quite
at o loss to account for the manner in which the noise is pro-
duced. It resembles that made by the boring of a large augur
through the hardest wood ; and hence the country people some-
tifues call the bird the Pump-bover. Mr. Dovasros informs
s that it iz & very frequent, ?Jut. uneertain, visitor to the woods
ar Sheewsbury, never failing in April to astonish lim ‘with its
pmdlﬁluusij loud elure on the ranpikes of trees, which, the at-
mosphers being favourable, moy be heard more than o mile. 1t
much resembles the snorting of a frightened horse, but louder
and longer.’ He then states that the bird, in performing this
sound, ‘vibrates jts beak against the treo; the motion is so quick
as to be invisible, and the head appears in two places at onee.
It is surprising, and to me wondrously pleasing, to observe the
many varieties of tone and pitch in their loud churry, as the
change their place on boughs of different vibralion, ns thoug
they struek on the several bars of a pigantio stnceato.  When
actually boring, they make no noise whatever, but quietly and
silently pick out the picces of deeaying wood, which, Iying white
and scattered beneath on the ground and plants, leads the eye
up to their operations above. They have several fuvourite spots,
to which they very frequently return. Their voico is o very
fecble squeak, repeated rapidly six or eight times ‘e, ee, oo, ce, ce)’
They bore numerous and very deep holes in decayed ﬁkﬂrtﬂ. where
they retire to sleep early in the evening ; and, though frequently
El,f return. Whatever be the purpose of tlhis
x ous noise, they certainly do very nimbly wateh, and eagerly
ick up the insects they have disturbed by it. They fly in jerks
ike their congeners, and always alight on the side of a tree,”
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61. Tz Wrrsecsk.
Yunr Torquills, Lix. Tercal, Bur,  Der Gemelner Wendehals, Becu.

Deseription.—This bird is about the size of a Lark, being
gix inches and a half in length, of which the tail measures
three inches and a quarter.  The beak is one thind of an inch
long, large, straight, pointed, lead-coloured in summer, anl
in autumn olive groen.  The iris is brownish yellow : the feet
are short, strong, and lead-coloured, having two elaws in front,
and two behind. The head is ash-coloured, with small spots
of black, rust-colowr and white. A broad black stripe, mot-
tled with rust-eolour, runs from the top of the head half-way
down the back. The rest of the upper part of the body is a
fine groy, striped ond spotted with black, white, and rust-
eolour ; a chestnut-brown stripe runs from the hinder corner £
the eve halfway down the neck; while the checks, throat
neck, half the breast and vent, ave reddish yellow, covendd
with fine black wavy lines. The lower part of: the breast
and the belly are yellowish white, with a few three-comered
blackish brown spots. The wing coverls and the hindmost
pen feathers are brown, finely striped with grey and black,
and covered with black and white spots, The other pen
feathers are black, mottled with rust-colour on the onter
phime. The tail, which consists of fen larger, and two smaller
frathers, is pale grey, spotted with black, aud erossed by four
broad black stripes.

The female is paler on the belly than the male.

Hubitat.—The Wryneck is o bird of passage; leaving us
in the first half of Scptember, and returning about the end
of April. It frequents groves nnd gardens, and in August
may be particularly noticed in cobbage fields. In some years
they are as common in Thuringia as Linnets, though not, like
that bird, gregarious.

In confinement this bird does not thrive in a small eage,—~
as it is apt to soil the feathers of the breast and belly by ats

eeular motioms. It is advisable, therefore, either to put it
in a large cage, or allow it to range the room at will.

Food.—I4 chicfly feeds, in a wild state, on inscets and their
Iarvee, which it catches by inserting its long and shup pointed
tongue into the ereviees where these are to be found.  Ants'
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egs are, however, its favourite food ; and during its passage,
whey inzeets are not to be found, it will ent elder-berries.

In confinement, the Wryneek is o delicate bird, and must
have ants' cggs mixed with the universal paste, to which it
will then soon become sccustomed. It will live the longzest
on Nightingale's food. It is curious to seo how it thrusts its
long narrow tongue into oll chinks and crannics in search of
insects; nor is it possible to give it greater plessure than by
placing anis’ egos in such situations. 1t takes all food—if
not in a liquid state—with its tongue, and shows great dex-
terity in getting possession of ants’ eggs, &e., which may be
left near the cage. It is also fond of antss

Brecding.—The nest, which is built of moss, wool, hair, and
grass stalke, is found in hollow trees. The female lays cight
or nine shining white eggs. The old ones can be proserved
iy with diffieulty; but the young may be essily reared
mnta’ eges and the universal paste made from the crumbs of
wiheaten bread.

Afide of Taking.—The Wryneck can in general be eaught
only by placing limed twigs round the nest; though, some-
times in the spring, they may even be taken with the hand,
while searching the bushes for insects, Two, which I mow
possess, were brought to me by a boy who had taken them in
this manmner.

Attraetive Qualities—The peeuline motions whenee  this
bird has derived its name, together with its beauntiful plumage,
form its chief recommendation to the amateur. It is accus-
tomed to stretch out its neck, and so twist its head round, that
the beak points down the middle of the back. It generally sits
upright, with its tail spread out like a fan, slowly inclining
its body backwards and forwards, and bristling up the feathers
of the head and throat. If any one vexes it, or approaches
its food box, it leans slowly forward, erects its crest, clongates
and twists round its neck, turns the eyes, bows, expands the
tail, gobbles in the throat, nnd throws itself into the most

jar positions. Its general behaviour is sedate, if not sad.
In spring it often eries ©* Gui! Gud ! Gui /" which is the note
which it calls its mate.

M. vox Scmapmorn informs me that two Wrynecks which
he reared, became so exceedingly tame as to hang about his
elothes, and to chirp whenever they cither heard or saw their
AL




163 TIE WRYNECK.

master. Omne day, being impatient of the censcless chirping of
one of them, ho put it out of the window ; but at nightl
answered to his call, and allowed itself to be retaken. Eve
if' sitting ul;mi a ligh tree, the sight of its food box was
sufficient to lure it to the window.

Appitioxat.—This beputiful summer visitant, which has & re-
markable habit of twisting the neck with a slow, undulatory
movement, like that of a snake, and turning its head in various
directions,—which habit haa given oceasion for the name Wry-
neek, or Writheneck, corresponding to Torgquille and Torficellis
—eomes to this eountry regularly a little before the Cuchoo,
from which eiveumstance it hos obtained the name of Cuckoo's
maid, mate, or messenger, It is sparingly distributed through
all the soutli-east of Eogland, and rarely, if over, pusses tho cen-
tral heights, except as a straggler.

Mootk says that in its general shapo it has some resomblanceifo

the Woodpeeker; and it alsoa little resembles the smallest Briti
one in the markings, thoush not iu the tiots of its colours.
i3 also just a fittle larger than that bird, though not quite so Tong
in the wings. This author gives & very faithful and nu.'tmntuh
deseription of the habits of the bird, for which we must refer cur
readers to his Hirfory : he also says that * Wrynecks are very
abundant in maoy parts of Surrey. Jfr['hc_',r are socinble in the early
part of the season, and assemble at the coll note, ‘peap, peup,’ by
imitating which with & sort of mouth-whistle, the London bird-
eatchers obtain numbers of them ; they elimb in the snme style as
Woodpeckers, but not so often, though they often leap sportively
after cach other up the boles of the trees. When o wounded
one 18 taken in the hand, it raises the feathers of the crown,
flattens those of the neck. writhes that part slowly like a snoke,
and oceasionally hisses. These birds, il captured, show signs of
pugnacity, or perhaps of fear, but their motions are slow and
twining.,” They can be partially tameld, but do not live long in
confinement. They usually appear in the southern counties in
the first week of April, and retive in October. They ave very
noisy in the early part of the senson, but become silent toward
the latter.” Ewxavr describes the bird as * unusually shy and
timid,” and says that * when disturbed it eseapes by a flight pre
cipitate and awkward, and hidea itself from our sight ; and were
not its haunts and habits known, we should never conjecturs §

this bustling fugitive was our long-forgotten spring visitant the
Wryneck." Yimnecr says that * the Wryneck, when quitling
the southern part of the Européan continent in autumn, gues to
North Afriea, aed the warm parts of Western Asia™
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(B) FOREIGN BIRDS.
G2, Toe Torraxo.

Cucnluz Pevea, Lax.  Le Touraco, Duy. Der Turake, Brcn.

Deseription.—This bird, which is about the size of a Mag-
pic, has been placed by some—Laxxsvs, for example—among
the Cuckoos, mervly becanse its ery is © Kk, bk although
its beak and manner of living sufliciently indicate its truc
position is quite another class,  The beak is short, thick, and
shaped like that of n Pigeon; the upper mandible reddish
brown, and bent over the lower; the nostrils covered with fea-
thers.  The irds is nut-brown, and on the eyve-lids are small
fleshy warts ; the opening of the jows is wide, cxicnding al-
most to the ears.  The feet, which are adapted for climbing,
wnd the claws, are ash-coloured ; the head, neck, throat, top of

. *{Hm back, breast, upper part of the belly, sides, and upper wing
goverts, are covered with fine silky feathers of a beaufiful

“dark green.  The feathers on the top of the head are gradu-
ally elongated into a high three-cornered tuft, fipped with red,
which the hird can ercet at plessure. On each side of the
head is a black stripe, broadest in the middle of its course,
which, taking its erigin from the corner of the beak, runs be-
tween the eves to the back of the head. Above and below
this is  narrow white line.  The lower part of the back, the
rump, the upper wing coverts, the scapulars, and the larger
eoverts, are a blueish purple. The lower part of the belly, the
vent, the thighs, and the under tail coverts, are blackish ; the
large pen feathersare crimson, bordered with black on the outer
edge, and at the point; the tail is long and purple. 5

In some cases white feathers are found intermixed in the
green crest. it :

_dttractive Qualities.—This is among the prettiest and tamest
of foreign Cage-birds. Its eryis ““ Auk, kuk;” which syllables
it at first utters singly, and then in ¢lose and long sueccession,
It peither hops mor climbs, but runs about the room with as
much rapidity as a Partridge, and gometimes, with its wings

ressed ngainst its body, leaps as far as ten or twelve feet.
When its beak is open, the tongue is not visible, and it swal-
lows at onee all that is given to it. It is fed on small morsels
of fruit and bread ; its crop is easily perceptible. :

u
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Borrox says, that one of these binds, which eame from the
Cape, ate rice ; but the one on which 1 tried the expering
rejected dt, though grealily eating grape stones, aud picees of
:f;:]llh.-. amd orange: this seems {o shew that fruit s its natural
Trenad, -

The Tourako is brought from Guines, but is found in several
other parts of Afriea. '

EUROPEAN DIRDS TAMEABLE WHEXN YOUNG.

63, Toe Kixorismes. |

Aleedo Ispida, Lix, Martin-pecheir o Alcyon, Bur, Der Eiseigel, Decn.

Deseription.—Thizs very handsome bird, which, however, l
rarely becomes aceustomed to the air and food of the aviary, is
seven inches in length, of which the tail messures one ineh ancls
guarter ¢ the feet which are adapted for walking, as the outer g
is united with the centre claw as far ns the first joint,
reddish, and four lines in height. The beak is one inch and™a
half in length, strong, straizht, somewhat compressed at the
sides, and pointed ; horn-brown outside, and inside saffron-
coloured, - The iris 1z dork brown ; the top of the head and
wing-coverts are dark green ; the first being transversely spoited
with blue, and the latter covered with ceg-shaped spots of the
same colour. A broad orange stripe runs from the nostrils to
the back of the cyes, and behind the ears is a large white spot.
From the lower corner of the beak to the neck runs o broad
streak of the same colour as the {op of the head ; the shoulders
and back are bright blue; the throat reddish white ; the rest
of the lower part of the body is a dirty orange, somewhat
lighter on the belly.  The pen feathers are blackish, butblue-
ish green on the narrower plume; the tail dork blue on the
upper side, and blackish below.

In the female the eolours are darker, ond the bright blue
tinge is supplanted by grass green.

Hubitat. — The Kingflisher is o solitary bird, frequenting
pools, brooks, and rivers, throughout the year. It perches in
winter on a twig or stone, near some hole in the ice, an
watches for its prey.

In confinement it neither walks nor hops, but either flies or
remains for 4 long time perched on one spoi.  On this account
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it is well to put a clod of turf, or some green branches in the
egmpet of the aviary, or, perhaps, better still, to keep the bird in
a Jarge eage well provided with porches.

Food.—In a wild state the Kingfisher feeds on small fishes,
leceheg, and various water insects.

When confined it may be fed with fishes, leeches, and earth-
worms, fill it becomes gradually accustomed to meat. King-
fishers, when taken old, ean very rarcly be preserved, though 1
have scen one of this description, which was fed upon dead fish.
The fish were thrown in o vessel of considerable size—as the
bird overturned all smaller oncs—which was placed in his
cage. e did not dwrt upon them from his perch, but bent
down graduslly till he could reach the vessel with his bill.
Old birds, when first kept, will not eat while any one is look-
ing on.

~ Breeding.—The nest, which is made of roots, and lined with
~~fa fow feathers, is placed in a hole at the water's edgg, The

are white, and usually eight in number. Defore the
young birds can see clearly, they are covered all over with
little quills, 50 as to resemble o hedge-hog.  The time to take
them out of the nest, is before the feathers begin to grow ; and
tlhey are to be fod on meat, ants’ eggs, meal and carth-worms,
till at last they become accustomed to meat alone, They live
longer if their food be given to them in a vessel full of water.

Made of Tiwking.—They may be caught by affixing o noose to
a post, on the spot which they are observed to frequent, and
which is generally where the water makes a sort of whirlpool.
Limed twizs also often suceeed, if they do not immediately
overhang the water, into which they might, in that case, drag
the bird,

Attractive Qualities.—The beauty and the rarify of this bird
constitute its chief recommendation to the amatenr. Tt must
be confessed that it is an awloward and obstinate inmate of the
aviary.

Appirrosan.—0OF the Haleyons, or Kingfizhers, there are but
two species known s British birds, the one being only & strag-

ling visitant, and the other that above deseribed by Becmarsix,
a2 permanent resident, although by no means a common bird.
“1t is,”, says Munig, ** an inhabitant of holes or burrows on the
banks of streams, lives by fishing, and epends much of its time
in the air near the waters, or perched on the bushes slong the
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hanks. Tts food is not confined to fish, for it also catches dragon-
fliea and other water inscets; and whatever prey it eatehes, &
swallows entire, casting up the indigestible parts in pellets, after
the manner of the Owls.

“ Its ordinary motion is so rapid, and its colours so bright, that
when it passes, it is like a gleam of a broken rainbow, darting
along near the surfaco of the waters. There ane fow sights ia
quiet nature more novel and pleasing, or that one wishes more o
have repeated, than the first glance one gets of a Kingfisher, dart-
ing along some reach of a clear but placid siream, which glides
between soft bunks, fringed with reeds and bushes,  1If one 15 not
tolerably well acquainted with it from deseription, both in its hues
and its habits, one ia at a loss whether to think it a meteor or 8
bird. Tt passes so fast, and the rapid motion of the gay wings gives
them o much the appearance of vapour, that il is rather a puzzle;
and it is said. and may be true, that its rich hues when it hovers,
which it often does after the manner of the Huwks, attracts the ‘

\
i

toreh, in * burning the waier,’ atiracis the large ones ; and whi

thew are, as it were, fascinated, it darts down lile an arrow, o

makes a certain capture,—though the colours can be seen from

below only when the bird twitches round. When seen as it

perches on some slender twig, overhanging the water, it has the
appearance of the gay flower of some rare and curious water-

plant ; and the bird, as if conscious of the power of instant escape

which is in its wings—which appears to be felt by most birds so
furnished—-will allow you to approach tolerably near ; and if you ‘

small fishes to the surface, in the same manner as the iight?}-
T

are quiet, and do not offer vielenee or make a noise, (for it is si-
lence that the Kingfisher loves more than seclusion), you may
see its mode of doing business on the surface of the brook,
4 Ttg flight is rather low, and strnfﬁhtfumnrd, but its eve must
be remarkably keen, beeanse it will, in the most rapid flight, '
halt, hover for a time. and then dart down, scize a hittle fish, a
loeeh, or even a worm or slug by the bank, and instantly land *
with it. As it thus not only fishes wholly by the sight, but from
the comparative smallnes of its prey, requires to see very clearly,
it is only at particular spots, and in particnlar statcs of the wea-
ther, that ils operations can be suceessfully curried on, The
water mudth-crm and the surfuce smooth; and that is the
reason why it is not found npon turbulent or brawling streams,
or when wind curls, rain dimples, or mud dorkens the waters.
The days when evaporation has ceased, and & 8torm 18 impendin
are those on which the atmosphere ia most tronsparent, and
gurface of the water most glassy. They are, consequently, the
days which, above ell ctliers, are fitted for the successful opera-
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tioms of the Kingfisher, and so nre the clear blinks that break
oy still warm and shiny, when the weather is unsettled, and the
wesd of evaporation is suspended.  These ave genuine * ialeyon
days ;' days on which the Ringlisher is out and setive : but the
4" bird has, of course, no more to do with the producing of them,
or of the storm which generally follows, than a Lapland witeh
has to do with the producing of that fair wind which she sells to
the eredulous mariner; and if the delivery of which did not olten
fullow the sale, her trade would scon be at an end. Her expe-
rience leads her, from present appenrances, to infer what is o
come next, and therein the cortainty of her success depends on
the soundness and length of her experience. The Kingfisher,
on the other hand, comes on the water, because that and the
atmosphere are in o certain state at the time, and the Creator of
the bird has made that state the stimulus of the bird's instinet.”

GouLp observes, that © the young of this bird do not leave the

hole until fully fledged and f:npabﬁ of flight; when seated on
- Gme neighboiring branch, they may be known by their clamo-
us twitting, greeting their parents as they pass, from whom
w impatiently Mnfﬂt their supplies ; in a short time, however,
they commence fecding for themselves, assuming at this carly
age nearly the adult plumage,” The superstition alluded to by
Mvupie, which gives to this bird the power of calming the
winds and waves during the period of incubation, is a very old
one.  Allusions to it are frequent in the ancient poefs, and the
plirase * Haleyon days,” yet in use, serves constanily to remind
us of it. Every schoolbioy iz acquainted with the etory of Ceyx
and Alcyone, whe, according to Ovip, were changed mto King-
fishers, ond endowed with this supernatural power over the
windz and waves.

There was also another fabulous belief attached to this bird, to
which Smaxsresns and others of our old dramatists allude. It
was suppozed that the bird, when dead, if earefully balaneed and
suepended by a single thread, would always turn 1ts beak fo that
point of the compass from which the wind blew. Thus, Kent, in
King Lear, speaks of rogues who

4 Turn their Halcyon beaks
With every gale and vary of their masiers,”
And Mairrowe, in his Jew of Malta, has {his—
“ fut how now stands the wind 2
Into what quarter peers my Haleyon's bill 2

Cuarrorre Surrs, in her Natural History of Birds, says that
she has once or twice seen a stuffed bird of this species hung up
to the beam of a cottage ceiling, to serve the purpose of an in-
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door weathercock, 6o that this belief can hardly yet have died
out. /
Dn. Saver informs us that the term Heitre iz used to signify
the Kinglisher, in the Mythology of Seandinavia ; henee, in s
Descent of Fren, he makes that goddess, addressing Niord, the
Gothic Neptune, say—
“ But soon the jarring thaoders eease,
Soon the winged tempests flec ;
Thor on the breezes whispers peace ;
Sunbeams gild the sinking sen;
O'er its white brim, on calmy wing,
The leitre playod."”

And this reminds ns of these quaint, but sweet lines, of our old
pastoral poet, Wittian Drowsr—

* Hlow, but gently hlow, faire winde,
From the forsaken shore,

And be as 1o the Haleyon kinde, :
Till we are ferried oer.™ )._ L

TAMEABLE WHEN OLD.

64. Tae Nermarcm.
Sitta Evropea, Lax.  Sittelli on le Terchepol, Bur. Der Geneine
Kluber, Beon.

Deseription.—The Nuthatch 13 almpst as large as a Sky
Lark, being six inches and a half in length, of which the tml
measures only one inch and a half. The beak is nine lines
long, strong, straight, and somewhat compressed at the point.
The upper mandible is steel blue, the lower mandible blugish
white ; the irls greyish brown ; the feet vellowish grey, and
provided with very strong claws. The forchead is blue, but
only in the male ; the rest of the upper part of the body, and
the wing coverts, are blucish grey. The cheeks and the
throat are white : and a black stripe runs from the root of the
beak, between the eyes, to the back. The brenst and helly
are dark orange; the feathers of the sides, thighs, and vent,
cinnamon brown ; the last mentioned heing tipped with yel-
lowish white. The pen feathers are blackish, OFf the tail
feathers, which are twelve in number, the two in the centy
*arc the colour of the back ¢ those at the sides are black : the
two exterior ones have o white streak near the point, and we
tipped with blucish grey.
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Iabitat —This bird frequents cak and beech woods, and
ps to prefer the spots where pine and fir trees grow. In
Each situntions it may be observed throughout the year;
though in winter it frequently approaches the villages, and
flics mto barns and stables. The cage in which a Ruthateh is
kept must be of wire, s it would very speedily destroy a
wooden one.

Food—In a wild state the Nuthatch feeds upon various
species of insects, for which, being an excellent climber, it
searches in the eracks and erevices of trees.  Beech muost and
nuts it generally fixes in a erevice before ecating them. In
eonfinement it may be fed on hemp seed and barley meal, and
will also ent oats and bread. The cats it has often been gecn
to fix one by one in the joints of the foor, and always with
the thinner end of the gmins uppermost, that they might be,
plit with least difficulty. If it be allowed to ramge the
m,—which is inconvenient, on account of its propensity
destray the wood-work,—it hides o great part of whatever
food is given fo 1t

Brecding.—Tt builds in hollow trees, and the female lays
six or seven white eggs, benutifully spotted with red.

Mode of Tuking—The Nuthatch may be caught in the Tit-
trap, if baited with oits and hemp seed, as well as in the barn-
floor trap. Its cry is “Gou ! Dek ! Dek

Attractive Qualities.—The beanty of its plomage, itz ex-
traordinary cunning in eating nm{ hiding 1its food, and its
general liveliness, form its chief recommendations,

Apprmiosat.—This beautiful and lively little bird ocenrs in
various parts of England, but chiefly in the southern parts: in
Smiamrit does not appear to have been hitherto observed.  The
best description of its peculiarities by a British Natnralist which
wo have met with, is that farnished by My, Hanuey, of Leicester,
to Magaintaveay. and quoted by him in his valuable Hisfery . —
“ Thig bird remaing with ua throughout the wear, inhabiting the
park and old inclosure more than the hedge-row tree, or the dense
umbrageous wood. In fact, T have never seen it upon our hedge-
row irees, although T have often sought for it when I have been
watching the haunts of the Woodpeckers, which so much resem-
sle it in their Lubits. In winter, it is not quite mute, byt hos &
small piping note, not unhke that of the Creeper. Thia is a eall-
company note, innsmuch as the Nuthateh in winter feeds in little
companies, or families, of four or six individuals, On the 21st of
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November, 1839, T went nfter o pair of the Greater Spotted
Woodperkers, and a pair of Xuthatehes, in Ganendon Park, near
Leicester, the weather being mild, but gloomy, and the win
south. Tt wasnot without difienlty that 1 found the Nuthatehes,
which invariably feed where the trees are most protecied from
the wind.. Thus, when the south or forest wind is playing upon
the park, the Nuthatches are to be found amongst l-].u'. ifu:ge onks
and elms on the north side of it; and when a north-caster is
blowing, these birds are found feeding on the beeches, clhieatnuts,
and pines, which grow on the south side. I know of no birds
whose habits and manners are 2o operated upon by the movements
of the wind. Whether this arises from their being so much ex-
posed to the weather, in consequence of their being almost con-
stantly on the bark of trees at all seasons of the year, I cannot
say. The Nuthateh seaveles the bark like the Creeper, but with-
out deriving aid from its tail, and is able to descend with as muech
case 0z it chimbs. You see it now ascending spirally the bole of
an oak, then ereeping horizontally along an arm, now abore, no
beneath, and again hanging like a Tit, as it gains the thickens
fulisge, to examine every crevice of the bark, and the young bu
It proceeds by short leaps, jerks, or notches, and during its pro-
gress droops its wings somewhat after the manner of the Hedge
Sparrow. At this season (November) it generally keeps towa
the middle and topmest branches of the trees it inhabits; but as
the spring advances, it not only feeds lower.down on the bark, but
may then be ohserved occasionally betaking itself to the ground.
The note in spring is quite different, having in the vernal months
a sofl flute-like sound, which it gets in February, but somewhat
earlier or later, according to the nature of the senson.  The flight
of the Nuthateh is very short, and, in fact, is only made from one
tree to another, or from branch to branch. When the bird is
flying, it moves its wings very rapidly, and during these short
flights, its course is not undulating, Inits mode of fying it bears
u great resemblance to the Wren.”

According'to MoxTacUE, this bird “ chooses the deserted lubi-
tation of a ﬁ\'mdpeci{cr in gome iree for the place of its nidifica-
tion. This hole is first contracted by a plaster of elay, Yeaving
only sufficient room for itsell to pass in and out. The nest is
made of dead leaves, most times that of the guk, whicl are hewped
together without much order. The eggs are six orseven in num-
ber, white, spotted wilh rust colour, so exactly like those of the
Great Titmeuse in sizo and markings, that it is impossible to dis-
tinguisle a difference.  If the barrier of plaster at the entrance is
destroyed when they have eggs, it is speedily replaced : a pecu-
lir instinet to prevent their nest being destroyed by the Wood-
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pecker, and_other birds of superior size, who build in the same
sitpgtion. No perscention will foree this little bird from its ha-

Fiation when sitting ; it defends its nest to the lost extremity,
trikes the invader with its bill and wings, and makes a lissing
noise ; and, after overy offort of defence, will suller itselt to be
taken in the hand rather thun quit.”

above cut will serve to show the difference in sirueture
een the foot of the Woodpecker and that of the Muthatch ;
former, it will be scen, is zygodactilic, or yoked, two of the
oes being turned back, and two forward, and the two front ones
being joined together at their bases: thus the foot has two bear-
ings 1n the frontand two behind, and the bird is enabled to perch
or to walk lengthways on a branch ; and with the fect slternately
holding on, and the tail acting as a prop, o walk up the trunk of
a tree, or even to move sideways round it The foot of the Nut-
hatch is what is called anisodactilic, or unequally yoked: at o
first glance it seems not to differ much from o common foot, with
three toes before, und one behind ; but it 15 in reality o more
curions piece of mechanism, having the power of two feet, and
those combined. The middle and exterior toes are united toge-
ther at their bases, and admit of a position half reversed, or mid-
way between the other two ; the hinder toe is long and strong,
and all four of them have strong claws. Thus the foot can adapt
itself to any kind of surface, and the bird possessing it con run
upon the trunk or branch of a tree in any dircetion—upward,
downward, across, or obliguely.

V. PASSERINE BIRDS.*
Trese birds have o pointed, conieal beak, generally strong, and
with both mandibles moveable, to fit it for the peeling of
erain.  The feet, as in the singing birds, are slender and
divided. Some cat insccts as well as seeds. Those which eat
® Paggered. E‘FETEI'HESEI'HN Vigel, Becn.
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seeds only, feed the young from the erop; these which eat
nsects, from the Bill. Their nests are genceally clubozely
and the female receives but little help from the male in the
work of mneubation, This and the l'u]].m'l.'itl.g Eroup may T
gaid to ecomprise the Chge or Singieg birds. Al birds which
eat seeds may be tamed at any period.

Avppirioxan.—With Tixxxvs, and most of the elder natural-
ista, the order Passeres was a very comprehensive one, iichading
indeed not eoly the Sparrow and Finch tribes, as ahove given,
but nearly all ll':a smaller kinds of birds, dilfering ns thoy do very
widely in habits and charncteriaties ; it i3, therefore, a8 o term of
distinction, of but little practical utility, nor are the old subdi-
vistons of this order much more satisfactory. The avrangement
adopted by BecasTers seems to be eatively arbitrary, and the dis-
tinctions between the birds of this and the suceeeding section do
not seem to bo very elearly marked : the term Conirosires, conio
beaks, used in the r|lu.iuu.r_1.' system of Mr. Viconrs, would perha
have been befter than Puasseres, a term which, if used at
ghould hove taken in all the birds of the two seetions.

(A} EUROPEAN GROSBEAKS.

65. Twue Comow Crosssris.
Lorwr Curvirostra, Lix. Bee crm;-ﬁ Bur. Der Fichten Kreusa seluabel,
ECH,

Degcription.—This remarkable bird, which is about the size
of a Bullinch, is six inches cight lines long, of which the
tail measures two inches and a quarter. The beak is almost
one inch long, with this peculiarity, that the upper mandible
bending downwards, and the lower mandible upwards, eross
each other: hence ariscs the name of the bird, The upper
mandible sometimes eroszes on the right, and sometimes on the
left side, according to the direction given it when in vouth ;
it is soft and yielding. The beak is brown, of a lighter hue
underneath ; the iris and the fect nut brown ; the shin bones
eight lines high.

The changes of colour, which are falsely reported to take |

place three times a year, are briefly the following : —

The young male, which is greenish brown, with a partinl
hue of yellow, is, after the first moulting, light red, with i
exception of its black quill and tuil finthers. Thizhue is darker
on the upper than on the under part of the body. The change
generally takes place in April and May; it is not il the
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wrnnﬂ moulting that these colonys pass into the usual greenish

The n:i Crosshills are therefore the males of one

wr old ; the greenish yellow the old birds.

¥ The I."uu nlcw are either grey all over, with a little green on
the head, breast, and ramp, or irregularly speckled with the
ging colonrs,

An old male then, as may always be observed in the
Thuringion Forest, answers to the following deseription. It
is, Imuur.r, necessary that the birds should be taken from the
nest, and not at the season of departure, when no two exac tly
TSt ol le one another in colour, This wdses from the differ-
ent times at which they have monlted, which, as is well
kuown, has a great intluence on the eolours of birds.

The forchead, cheeks, and eyebrows are green, or greenish yel-
low, spotted with white; the back Siskin green: the vent white,

tudl with grey ; the shank feathersgrey.  All over the bird,
—Q\r
B

.‘

ever, the d wrk groy colour of the feathers shines through the
and }r.lliu‘nr and gives all the parts, especially the back,

u spotty appearance.  For in reality, all the feathers are grey,
and only their points yellow or green.  The wings are blackish;
the small wing coverts green; the two larger rows, as well as
the last quill feathers, bordered at the end with whitish yellow.
Al the quill feathers, however, as well as the black feathers of
the tgil, have a very narrow border of green.

If the Crosshills are grey or '=pc¢:l\led they are young ; if
red, they arc one year old, and have just moulted ; if carmine,
they are just about to moult for the sccond time; if spotted
with red and yellow, they are two years old, and in full feather.
All these differences may be noticed except at the time of lay-
ing ; for as they do not make their nest at any fixed season, so
neither is their moulting regular, from which arises the great
yaricty in their appenrance.

From all this i follows that the Crosshill has much the same
varigtics of colour #s the Linnet; and that it 38 only the red

garb, which they wear for a year, which so 11is1.in5ui§.heg. them
|rom other binds. :
e It is curicus that the young ones, which are bred in aviaries

Thurm,gm m gn.'ll numbe rs, Never acquire in confinement t]m

red colour, but in the second yehr either remain grey, or im-
medintely receive the greenish vellow colour of the males whe
have twice moulted.
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Habitat—In a wild state, the Crossbill inhabits Enropt
Northern Asia, and Ameriea. Tt froquents fir and pine :
but only when there are abundaneo of the cones.

In confinement it must have a bell-shaped wire cage, of the™.
form and size adapted for o Conary. It may also be allowed
to run about, it & pine branch be provided on which it may
perch and roost. 1t cannot, however, be kept in a wooden
cage, s it destroys the wood-work with its bill.

Food.—1ts food, when wild, chiclly consists of fir seeds,
which it partly extracts from the seales of the cones with its
bill, and partly collects from the ground., It also ecats the
secds of 1{:: pine and alder, and the buds and flowers of the
sumach.

If kept in a cage, it may be fed on hemp, rape, and fir sceds,
or juniper berries. 1f allowed to run about, it is content with

the second universal paste,
Breeding.—Its time of incubation is the most remarkable @
its peculiarities, for it breeds between December and April—Alt
builds its mest in the upper branches of coniferous trecs, of
thin pine or fir twigs, on which is placed a thick layer of earth
moss, lined within with the finest coral moss, It is not pitched
inside and out with resin, as some have reported.  The female
lays three to five greyish white eggs, having at the thick end
* a circle of reddish brown stripes and spots.  The heating na-
ture of their food preserves both old and young from the effeets
of the winter's cold. Like all Grosbeaks, they feed their young
wAth food disgorged from their own crops. They may be reared
on bread soaked in milk, and mixed with poppy eccd.
Diseases—The exhalations of a room have a bad effect on
these birds, so that they are subject, when in confinement, to
sore eyes, and swollen, or uleerated fect. The country folk of
the mountains arc simple enough to believe that these binds
have the power of attracting their diseases to themselves, and
are therefore glad to keep them. A grosser superstition adds to
this, that the bird, whose upper mandible crosses on the right
of the lower, or, as they call it, a right Crossbill, attracts
itzelf the diseases of men ; and that a left Crosshill, or one wh
upper mandible crosses on the other side, takes awny the di
ensos of women. In some districts, the latier birds are pre-.
ferred, as having most healing efficacy.  Simple people daily
drink the water loft by these birds in their troughs, as o speci-
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Egi]aguinst :{pilepsr. to which, as well us to apoplexy, the Cross-
LA Te Suh)eel.

Afode of Luking.—In cither Autumn or Spring, they are easy
to catch by means of decoy. A stake, to which strong limed
twigs have been attached, is fixed, with the decoy bird at its
side, in somo forest glade to which the birds are observed to
resort.  They will certainly be lured to the twigs by the * gip,
gip, gip,’ of the decoy, In some parts of Thuringia, the coun-
try-prople place spring-traps in the tops of the pines, a favour-
ite haunt of the bird, and hang a good decoy in a cage on the
highest branches. As soon as one bind perches, the others follow;
and as many are often caught as there are traps, it' fhe sticks
on which the birds are to pereh, are alone allowed to project.

A ttractive Qualitics.—The Crosshill is rather a silly birdin a
cage, and uses its bill and feet for purposes of locomotion, like the
g;ml. 1t in health, it swings its body up and down like a Siskin,

~~@id utters its harsh and unmelodious song.  The males, however,

aot all alike in this respect, for the amateur prefers those
which often utter the ringing note like “ Reitz,” or  Kveits,”
called the Crossbill's crow. It becomes so tame, that it may
be carried in the open air on the finger, and accustomed to fly
in and out of the house,

Appitioxar.—In this country these curious birds appear only
as occasional visitants, aud that at very irregular periods, and in
different parts of the country ; * generally confining themselves,”
pays MacerLtiveay, “lo the fir plantabions, in 1-.-l]‘ﬁch they find
their favourite food.” We extract the following from a very in-
teresting account of the manners of this species by J. D, Hoy,
Ezq., of Stoke Nayland, Sullolk, first publishied in Loudon's
Mugazine of Natural History —* From October, 1521, to the
middle of May, 1822, Crossbills were very numerous in this county,
and, I believe, extended their flights info many parts of Englanil.,
Large flocks frequented some plantations of lir irees in lﬁi.u ¥i-
cinity, from the beginning of R’arcmh:r ta the following April.
I almost daily opportunities of watching their movements ;

nd so remarkably tame were they, that, when feeding on fir trees

t more than fifteen or twenty fect high, I have often stood in
ilie midst of the flock, unnoticed and unsuspeeted. 1 have seen

m, hundreds of times, when on the ].nruI]:, cut the cone from
the branch with their beak, and holding it firmly in both clawes
s o Huwk would a bird, extract the seeds with the most su rprising
dexterity and quickness.

L] & ® Ll L ] L "
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« “Tn eaptivity they were quickly reconciled, and soon hecame
vory familinr.  As at fivat 1 wasg not aware what food wo g
them, I fixed branches of the larch against the sides of the
in which T had confined them, and threw a quantity of the cones
on the floor, T found that they not only elosely searched the
cones on the branches, but in a fow’ days not one was left in the
room that had not been pried into, T gave them canary and hemp
seed 3 but, thinking the cones were both amusement and employ-
ment, I continued to furnish them with a plentiful supply. 1 had
about four dozen of them ; and frequently, whilst 1 llan'm been in
the room, they would fly down, seize o cone with their beal, carry
it to a perch, quickly transfer it to their claws, and in a very short
time empty it of its seeds, as T have very many times witnessed,
to my surprise and amusement, As the spring advanced, ihe
male birds in the plantations were frequently singing on the tops
of the firs, in low but very agreeable notes, yet they vontinued in
flocks, and were seen in some parts of the conntry until the be-
ginning of June, T had hopes of their breeding in confinenight
and T accordingly kept them in different rooms, fixing the to¥s
of young fir trees on the floor, and agninst the walls, and supiply-
ing them with as great a variety of food as possible ; bul all to

no purpose, as neither those I had confined in this manner, nor
those in eages, ever showed any inclination to breed.”

Beveral records of the appearanee of flocks of these rare birds
in England at different dates have been preserved. One of these,
of which a copy was sent by a clergyman residing near Maidstone
to Mr. Yaunerr, and by him published, states thus:—* The
yeere 1503 was o great ani exceeding yeere of apples ; and thero
were greate plenty of strang birds, that ghewed themselves at the
time the upans were [ull rype, who fedde uppen the kernells onely
of those apples, and haveinge a bill with one beake wrythinge
over the other, which would presently bore a greate hole in the
apple, and make way to the kernells : they were of the bignesze
o]FJa. Bullfineh, the henne right like the henne of the Bullfineh in
coulour ; the cock o very glorious bird, in o manner al redde or
vellowe on the brest, backe, and head. = & % @

They came when the apples were rype, and went away when the
applez were cleane fallen.  They were good meate.”

According to a nole in the last edition of Brwick, it wonl
appear that Crosshills did not confine their visit to the county o
Kent in this year 15303 : they are there mentioned as also nu
merous elsewhere. ;

« In a rare work, entitled Britannie Baconica, or the Natura
Rarities of England, Scotland, and Wales, it is stated that
“jo Queen Elizabeth's time a flock of birds eame into Cornwall
about harvest, o little bigger than a Spurrow, which had bLils



THE FIT GROSHEAR. 177

thwarted erosswise at the cad, and with these they would eat an

a or two ab ouc’snap, cating onely the kernels: and they
made 8 great spoil among the apples,”
Most observers have noticed the readiness with which this bird
- eullers iteelf to be etricken down, or caught. Yamnerw states
ihnlt. in 1791, a bird-catcher at Bail epught one hundred pairs,
which he generally suld for five shillings each. Many subse-
quent years have also been remarkable for the visits of theso
apple-destrovers in considerable numbers. It lLos been ques-
tioned whether they breed in this country ; Kxare believes thut
they do, and the Fditor of the last edition of Pesxaxt's Zoolagy
mentions one eertain instance, which occurred in o pine tree
within two miles of Dariford, Kent. Many interesting particu-
lnrs of this bird, by Sir W. Jannixe and others, will be found in
Wiaite's Sellorae, Dobn's edition.

66. Toe Fme Grosseak, or Pannor Crosserrr,

arig Pyliopziticens, Becu. Loria Curevirosiva major, Lin: - Der Kie-
> Jern Krewsschnabel, Beon.

Deseription.—This bird is by many considered to be identical
with the last, an error into which I myself fell, until T kept
them in the same room, and had an epportunity of accurate ¥
comparing them. It is about the size of a common Grosbeal,
being about eight inchés and a quarter in length, of which the
tail measures two inches and three-quarters.  From tip to tip
of the expunded wings measures thirteen inches and a half;
the beak is one inch long, blackish, very thick, and bent cross-
wise at the point, yet not so far as to permit of the lower man-
dible reaching over the upper,  The beak generally is thicker,
and its point ehorter und more obtuse, than in the preceding
gpecies.  The feet are three-quarters of an inch in height, and
the middle claw one inch and a quarter long ; the head and
body of this bird are also thicker than these of the preceding.
The general hue of most males which T have scen, is ver-
milion mixed with brown, and varying in shade on different

i parts of the body. The neck, breast, and rump, are o purer

red; the pen and tail feathers dark grey, with black shafis.

is bird alsa, like some others, appears to vary in colour ne-

cording to its age, I onece possessed an olive green one, which

zmgz cxcellently, and was therefore, in all probability, an old
muale,

H
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The female is dark grey, tinged on the back with olive green; |
the rump is o lighter green; the belly and vent whitish,
Obsereations.—This bird is found in Germony wherever there !
are woods of Seoteh fiv, If not scen in summer, the traces
which they leave behind them in winter, in the fir cones lying l
strippeil of their seeds beneath the trees, are unmistakeable,
They sit vory still, and eat nearly the whole day; and only ?
when hopping {rom tree to tree do they utter a loud havsh eall, g
not unlike that of the species last deseribed, © Gep, gop, gep I
They arc gencrally seen in parties of from twelve to twenty- p
four. They are not ut all shy, nor will a flock of them dis-
perse even if fired at, They prefor the highest troes, and are '
eanght in the same manner a3 the Common Crosshill.  When ;.
wild, they feed, so far os T know, only on the seceds contained I
in the fir-cones. In confinement they may be supplicd with
the same, but will eat hemp, rape seed, the sccond univer
paste, or, indeed, anything that comes to table. They mus
not be allowed to range the room, ns they have a halit
of gnawing books, shoes, &e. A couple once in my posses-
sion destroyed in this manner o pair of new shoes in one I
day.
The males are very constant singers; their song is like that
of the Common Crossbill, hui deeper and more interrupted.
They are very sociable, even with birds of other species ; and

if a pair be kept, they will caress, foed, and follow one another ¢
about. They become so tame as to allow themsclves to be 3y
taken hold of, but their continual cries often moke them dis- |
sgreeable.

I have never suceeeded in finding the nest of this bird. T
am fold, however, that it builds on the tops of very high firs,
and hatches its brood of four or five, not in winter, like the
Crossbill, but in May.

ADDITIONAL—PEx¥a%T appenrs to be the first natnralist who
gives this bird a place in onr native fuuna, and he only speaks of
two Epecimeng, o male and a female, taken in Shropshire, the |
Lills of which, lie says, “ were remarkably thick and short, moro
incurvated than that of the common bird, and ihe ends mow
blunt.” Since the date of this short notice, 1776, but few speci-
mens have been taken in this eountry, although the skins of the
bird are frequenily, says Yarners, brought over by the German
dealers. TeumiNce states that the bird is onlyan occasional

»
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vigitant either in Holland or Franee, but an inlubitant of Ger-
v and the parts of the luropean continent further north.
AMACGILLIVEAY gives the admeasurement of a large example of
the species as_follows:—* Length to the end of the tuil cight
inclies ; wing from flexure, four inches three-twellths.”

We have another species of Crossbills not mentioned by Beci-
srerx, ealled the White-winged Crosshill (Loxia fulcirostra,
Pexx.), said to be identical with the North American variety (L.
Tencoptera), deseribed by Avprnox, Boxarante, and Ricmarn-
£0% 13 not uncommon in the Western coutinent, and alluded to
by Groaer, Niwssox, Bueu, and other Europenn naturalists,
who speak of it as very rare. In this country not more than
four or five specimens appear to huve been taken. The whale
length of this bird is stated to be about six inches.

G7. Tne Pmve GROSDEAK.

= rria Enucleator, Lk, Darbec on Grosbee de Canada, Bur.  Der Haken
Kreuzsehnabel oder Fichten Kernbeisser, Brcn.
Description,—This bird resembles the other Grosbeaks in
form and habit of life, except that the lower does mot cross
over the upper mandible.  The latter, however, is provided
with a large hook or claw. This is the largest of the German
Grosbeaks; being about the size of the Bohemian Chatterer,
cight inches and a half long, of which the tail measures three
tnehes.  The beak s six lines long, short and thick ; the
upper mandible being dark brown in colour, and bent g0 as 1o
oross fhe lower considerably. The feet are one inch in height,
and blackish brown. The head, neck, breast, gnd Tump, are
a light carmine, tinged with blue. From the nostrils, which
are covered with durk brown feathers, a black line runs as far
as the eyes. The feathers of the back, and upper wing coverts,
are black, edged with red ; the larger wing coverts are similar,
but in addition tipped with white, which produces two trane-
verse stripes upon the wings. Tho pen feathers are Ulack ;
the larger ones edged with grey, the shorter being white on the
outer margin only. The belly and vent are ash-eolonred ; the
tail is somewhat forked, and marked like the pen feathers.
The prevailing colour of the female is greyish green, tinged
here aml there, espeeially on the top of the head, with pale red
or yellow.
hether in a wild state the plumageof this bird changes
its colour, os is the casc with the last-mentioned species, 1s
X 2
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uneertain: but that in the aviary this is the case, has been
proved by experience,  Not only after, but also immedin
before the fivet moulting, the colour is a decided reddish yellow,
This change commences at the beak, and proeceds down the
hack to the breast, till all that was red bos beeomo yollow.
The gellow eolour is somewhat davker than the citron yellows;
and all the feathers, whether red or yellow, are ashen grey on
the under side, und at the root.

fhhservatione,—This bird is a native of {he northern regions
of Europe, Asia, and America; and is therefore found in :
Mechlenburgh and Pomerania, though rarely in more southern
parts of Germany. Tt dfrequents the pine and fir woods, and
lives on the seeds of coniferous frees, It may be reckoned ;
among birds of passage, as in winter it migrates ‘in search of
berries. Tt builds its nest in lofty trecs; the young birds are i
at first brown, with a tinge of vellow; und for the fivst yi
the ved colour of the mules is much lighter than it i= after- I
wards.  Tn sutumn and winter these birds may be eanght wi
a noose, baited with juniper or other berries ; and ave so stupid,
that in the nerth they are often {aken with a brass ring at-
tached fo the end of a pole, and provided with one or two
Liovse-hoir nooses,  This is gmply thrown over the head of the
hird, Theyare often canght and keptin confinement on account
uf their great tamencss and agreeable song. They then sing
not only by night, but throughout the year ; wherens, in a wild i
stite, their song is heard only between the spring months and
August.

ADTION AL —MacoTLLTvRAY ealls this bird the Pine, or Greater

Bullfinch, and says it is the largest of our Pussering sperics, +
bearing in colour a sirong resemblance to the Common Crossbill, ;
which it resembles in its habits, haunts, and mode 5 life. In |

form it presents nothing that essentinlly differs from the common
Builfinch. PexwasT appenrs to be the only British naturalist
who has deseribed the bird from actual observation; and from
seeing them flving about in the great forest of Tnvereauld, Aber-
deenshire, a8 early as the fifth of August, he was led to sup-
pose that they had bred there. Serny, however, observes that
such n conclusion ought searcely to be inferred from this faet,

a suflicient interval of time had elapsed for these individuals to
Lusve emigrated from Norway, or other northern countries, to
Seotland, after incubation, as they are known to breed as carly aa
May in their native Launts. * I have made,” ho adds, **many
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enquiries respecting these birds, during excursions m Scotland,
annot learn that the nest lus ever been found ; and indeed,
#rom the intelligence obtained from gamekeepers, and those most
== dikely to have made observations eonmected with ornithology, it
appears that they are very rarely scen, and can only be regarded

ne occasional visitants.”

63. Toe DBrivemxen.

Loxin Pyrvhula, Lix.  Bowvrewil, Buv. Der Gimpel oder Doling-
Jaffe, Becn.

Lieseription.—This favourite bird is, like most of the species
to which it belongs, somewhat thick in proportion to its length,
which is six inches and three quarters, of which the taii
measures two and three quarters.  The beak is helf an ineh
long, black, short, and thiek ; the iris is chestuut brown; the

gt weak and black ; the shanks right lines high. The top of
¢ head, the cirele round the beak, the chin, and the upper part
of the throat are a shining velvety black. The throat, back,
and shoulders are dark grey; the IIJII:LE beautifully white: the
breast and the upper part of the belly a beautiful crimson.
which grows darker as the bird advanees in age. The remain-
ing portion of the lower part of the body is white. The pen
feathers are blackish, and darker in proportion as they are near
the body ; the hindmost being externally bordered with steel
Llue, and the last having the outer plume red. The larger
wing coverts are a glittering black, tipped with reddish grey ;
the centre, an ashen grey ; the lesser b%nckish grey, edzed with
red. The tail is somewhat forked, and steel blue, shinine with
a black lustre.

The female may be distinguished from the male, by the fact
that she is smaller; that the red portions of her plumage are
strongly tinged with grey ; that the back is brownish Zrey ;
and the feet lighter in colour. :

There are some singular varictics of this gpecics, which,
however, are chicily found in the aviary .—

1. The White Bullfinch; which is greyish white, or quite

ite, with a few dark spots upon the back,

2. The Black Bullfinch. These are usnally females, which
have been kept when young in a dark place ; or have acquined
the colour in old age, by being fed too exclusively on hempseed.
Some, af moulting, resume their ariginal colours, others remain
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black. The black itself, however, varies very much in different
individuals. Some are a shining coal-black all over the THe
athers, only a smoky black, which is lighter on the belly;
dthers, again, have the brighter colour on the head, and the
duskicr on the other parts of the body.  Some black Bullfinches
are slightly marked with red on the belly; others have tho
belly entirely red; and I have seen one in which, though the
head as far ns the breast was biack, and the vest of the body o
dusky smoke colour, the wings and tail were white. It wasa
female; a very handsome bird, and somewhat lorger than the
Redbreast.

3. The Speckled Bullfinch, so called, becouse whether the
prevailing colour be black or white, it is covered with white
and grey spots.

4. The Hybrid Bullfinch; the offspring of a young female
Bullfinch and a Canary-bird, inherits the form and plumagy of
both parents, and sings delightfully, though not so loudly as
good Canary-bird. It is, however, very rare, 05 it is difficxre
10 rear such bropds. The male Canary-bird seleeted for such
a purpose, must be both very ardent and very attentive to its
voung. Other varietics, regarded by some as scparate species,
are the Large Bullfineh, which is about the size of o Thrush,
and the Middling or Common Bullfinch, as large as a Chaffinch.
As for o third variety, the Small Bullfinch, said to be still less
than a Chaftineh, I believe the idea to originate in merely an
accidental variation of size. This I can nssert with the mere
cortainty, as I have been in the habit of inspecting every year
gevernl hundreds of these birds, both wild and tame, 1 have
scen individuals as small as a Redbreast, and others as large as
a Crosshill, which have come from the same nest.

Habitat —The Bullfinch is eommon all over Enrope, even as
fur north as Sweden and Russia.  In Germany it may be seen
sencrally in pairs, in all woody districts. In winter it migrates
in search of herries.

When first taken, the Bullfinch may be allowed torange the |
room with other birds, except some particular reason exist why
it should be confined in a cage. The shape and size of thisare
of 10 consequence, as it is a quict bird, and thrives under
circumstunces. It is, however, usual to put those which have
been taught, in a handsome eage of brass wire, and in a room
by themselves, as their artificial song might spoil that of other
birds, if within hearing, >

o
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Food.—TIt feeds, when wild, on the sceds of the pine, fir,

m. maple, beech, and all kinds of berries, as well as on the
puds of the red beeeh, the various kinds of maple, onks, and

r pmi's It will also eat linsced, millet, rape, nettle, and gross
seed.

In confinement, those allowed to run about, may be fed with
the usual universal paste, and a little Tope secd, by way of
variety. Those which are kept in a eage, however, must have
rape and hemp seed, with ﬂcc.usimmllfnlilﬂc- plain biscuit. Rape
seed sonked in water, without any hemp seed, increases their
longevity, as the latter is too heating, and often ends by making
them blind, or inducing decline. They oceasionally roquire a
little green food also; as for instance, o fow wator-crosses, a
picee of apple, some savin, serviee berries, or a lettuce.

Breeding.—The Bullfinch is an exceedingly affectionate bird;

_~ ¥epy averse, both when wild and confined, to being separated
Emyo his mate ; and when with her, continually cavessing and
alling to her. The female frequently lays without contact
with the male; and if the requisite aid be afforded, will =it
like the Capary, though the eggs are rarcly fruitful. In
a wild state the Bullfinch breeds twice a year; generally
coneealing its mest as much as possible in fir-trees or hedges.
The nest is badly built of twigs, and lined +with moss. The
female lays from two to six eggs, of a blueish white, with
a circle of violet and brown spots at the large end. The
young birds are hatched in a fortnight. If they aro to be
taught to whistle, they must be taken out of the nest when
. half fledged, 4. ¢. when twelve to fourteen days old, and fed on
soaked rape sced, mixed with wheaten bread, or buelwheat
meal softened in milk. The prevailing colour of their plumage
13 o dirty dark ash eolour, with dark brown wings and tail.
The males may be distingnished by a slight red tinge upon
their breast, and may even be selected from the nest, as the
females, though they learn to whistle, are neither so beautiful

. or so docile. They do not begin to whistle till they are able
to feed themselves; but must nevertheless be whistled to, as
a8 taken, as in this case the lesson is mope decply and
mad:li impressed upon their memory. It is also necessary to
remark, that, as is the case with Parrots, they are most at-
tentive, and most capable of learning, immediately after they
have been fed.  The course of instruction must last at loast
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three quarters of a year; for if of less duration, they will
cither confuse their different airs, learn fulse notes, tran
passnges, or, perhaps, altogether foreet their lesson of the First
moulting, Even when they have been taught, it is as well to
keep them apart from other birds, as they are so quick at
learning, as readily to catch up any novelty. It is also noees-
sary to help them when they hesitate, and to repeat their song
to them, espeeially at moulting time; clse there is donger of
having an imperfect performer, which is the more provoking,
as a good Bullfinch is very valuable.

Diseases.—Bullfinches which have been taken when old—
that iz, which have not been taught any artificial song—live
eight vears or more in confinement, and are ravely ill. Those,
on the contrary, which have been reared from the nest, scldom
live more than six years, and are subject to many disenses,

probably becouse acenstomed in youth to unnatural food NQT ~_

beeause fod, as favourites, with unwholesome daintics. T'he}l'
live longest, and enjoy the best health, if never fed cither with
Fugar or cakes ; but only rape seed, with which a little hemp
gced is occasionally mixed asa treat.  The green food which is
mentioned above, as well as the river sand with which the
bottom of the cage should be strewed, materially aid in the
process of digestion.

The diseases by which they are often attacked are the fol-
lowing :(—costiveness, diarthea, epilepsy, grief and melan-
choly,—in which case they must be fed only on rape sced
soaked in water,—and the moulting disease. A rusty nail in
their water, together with good food, and ants® eggs, if they
hove been nccustomed to them when young, are specifica
against the last-mentioned ailment.

Aide of Taking—There arc few birds more ecosily attracted
by the decoy than the Bullfinch. They may not only be taken
in the usual manner, but in that deseribed under the head
# Crossbill," and even by setting limed twigs upon a bush, to

which the decoy bird is fastencd. TIn winter they may fre-

quently be canght in o snare, if baited with service or sumach
berries. Tn spring or autumn the same bait will often lu
them to the trap, especially if the fowler imitates their gentle
ery of ** Twi, Tiei I

Altractive Qualities.—The Bullfinch is a very docile bird ;
and although the natural song of both sexes is harsh and dis-

A

'

? e e e —— e



THE DULLFIXCI, 185
agrecable,—resembling the ereaking of a door or wheel-bar-
roge—they may be trained, as in Hesse, Fulda, England, and
lolland, to whistle many nirs and songs in a soft, pure, flute-
like tone, which is highly prized by amatenrs. The bird is
generally capable of retaining in its memory three different
tunes. It is found that they arc best instructed by means of
a flute, or by the whistling of the teacher. They are usually
very tame, sing at command, make many very elegant ges-
tures, moving now the body, and now the tail, to the right
and left, and spreading out the laiter like a fan. To obtain
the perfeetion of whistling, a bird should only be taught one
air, together with the usual short flourish or prelude.  The
Bullfineh will also imitate the song of other birds, though the
amateur generally endeavours to prevent its having the oppor-
tunity of so doing.

e Eihe education of the Bullfinch affords another proof that

mals are endowed with various measures of capability ; one

frd learns soom and easily, another with great diffienlty ; one

acquires several tunes in succession, another oceupies nine

months in learning one. It has been remarked, however, that

the slow learners do not, in the moulting season, so quickly
lose what they have acquired.

Bullfinches which have been canght when old, are prized
not only for their beauty, but for their extraordinary tameness.
Like the Siskin and Redpole, they perch upon and eat from
their owner’s hand, will take saliva from his mouth, and allow
themselves to be handled az if they had never known liberty.
The usual mode of effecting this is ns follows:—A fresh-
caught Bullfinch is allowed fo feed himself in his eage for one
day, as experience shows that these birds are willing to eat as
soon as ever they are freed from the limed twigs. A band is
then prepared, such as fowlers put round the wings of a deco
bird, with which, and a f]!ll'c:llF one foob in length, the Bull-
finch is so fastened, that he can neither fall down, nor beat
himself to death. His food is then put into o little bag, to
which is attached o small bell, and his water poured into a
gimilar vessel. At first, when these are offered him, the

ined bird will neither eat nor drink. It is then as well to
leave the vessels with him for a day or two, and allow him to
help himself, {(;t approaching whenever he is seen to eat, On
the third day he will be seen to spring to his food whenever
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offered ; and the bell must be rung 08 long as he is eating
When he has had enough, he must be carvied about o
hand; upon which, as he finds he cannot got loose, he will ak
last begin to cat quietly. On the third or fourth doy he will
probably of his own accord fly to tho hand in which the seed
bag is; he must then be let go, and will be found to follow the s
hand, however far it is withdrawn, Should he take the op-
portunity of flying awny, he must again be bound, and left
without food for several hours.  1In this manner, the Bullfinch
may be tamed in the conrse of a fow days, and be taught to
fly to the hand whenever he hears the bell. To complete the
proecss, it is now neeessary only to make the aperture of his
gced vessel somewhat narrow, =0 as to foreo him to open it;

or pérhaps to give him only rape seed in the eage, and reserve
the hemp seed for the hand.  He will also loarn to drink from
the mouth, if kept without water for half a day. A bird tkﬁ,_

trained, might casily be tanght to fly in and out; though in
this case, the neighbourhood of o forest would be dangerons.'
A sure method, in such a case, to lead the wonderer back,
would be to place his mate, with her wings clipped, in a eage
before the window of the room to which he is desired to
return

Apprrio¥at.—The gardeners in this country call the Bullfinch
“ Pick-u-bud,” in reference to a well-known ‘mischievons habit
which it has: it is, in truth, a sad depredator, although not, na
Exavr contends, without any redeeming virtues: there is no doubt
that & large proportion of the buds of the cherry and other fruit
trees which it destroys have a worm at the core, which would pre-
vent the fulfilment of their promise to yield fruit in due season,
Nevitee Woon, in his Ornithologist's Text Book, CXPresses a
decided opinion, founded, he says, upon close observation, that the
whole of the buds which the bird estroys contain grubs, which
only are eaten, the vegetable envelope being rejected. Whether
this is really so0 we cannot say, much difference of opinion pre-
vailling on the subject, even among those who ought to be best
informed. ;

Besides the name above mentioned, the Bullfinch ia variously
called the Coal-hood, Red-hoop, Tony-hoap, AJEJ Pope, and
Nope, most of the names having reference to the distinetiv
marks of the plumage. Tt is generally distributed throughout
Britain, occurring in most of the wooded and cultivated districts,
although not very commaon any where; and from its shy hahits,
and the low unobtrusive nature of its wild melody, fow persons
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are aware of its presence even in thoso localities which it best
lmeslbﬁ fre m.m]*:‘. %

ith us the Bullfinch breeds late, the nest not being begun till
the end of April or beginning of June. * The male bird,” says
MupiE, * sings at the time ; but his song is g0 low, that it is not
heard but in the elose vieinity ; and the bird is so apt io drop

- into the bush and be silent.on the least alnrm, that to scramble

through the trees in order to hear the native note of the Bull-
fineh, is almost the surest way of being disappointed.” Bozrox,
in ]ljs1l{arﬂmniu Ruraliz, deseribes tho I"i:umi} az *building her
nest in woods, particularly where slog-bushes and erab-trecs
abound. For the ground-work she makes use of a number of
small sticks, broken of proportionate lengths, These she places
erozewise on the divisions of o suitable branch, and upon these
the nest is built of woody roots, the largest near the bott and
round the sides, the smaller within, The inside, or lining, is
made of very fine fibres of roots, without any other materials.

dinmeter of the cavity is upwards of two inches and a half,
¢ depth an inch.”
This nuthor recommends that *those who would bring up

g

inches from the nest, with a view to teach them to whistle,
or to imitato the song of other birds, should take them about
four days old; for if they are left to the age of ten or twelve days
{as BecmsTEIY recommends), they sequire some of the
notes of the parent, which they will never quit.”

A grent number of piping Bullfinches are annually sent to this
country for sale by the é::rmu.u dealers, who eultivate to the high-
est degree the imitative powers which these birds possees ; the
facility with which they acquire the various tunes and tricks in-
cluded in their course of instruetion, is, indeed, astonishing, and
the power of memory which enaliles them to retain and repeat
the latter through a course of years equally so. Dr. STANLEY

ives the following account of the manner in which their training
18 condueted :—

* No school can be more diligently attended by its master, and
no scholars more effectually trained “to their own calling, than a
seminary of Bullfinches. As a pgeneral rule, l.!:wﬁ' gre formed
into elasses of about six in each, and kept in a dark room, where
food and music are administered at the same time ; so that when
the meal is ended, if the birds feel disposed to tune up they are
anturally inclined-to copy the sounds which are so familiar to

hem. A= soon as they begin to imitate a few noles, the light is
admitted into the room, which still further exhilarates their spi-
rits, and inclines them to sing. In some establishments t{ln
starving system is adopted, and the birds are not allowed food or
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light uniil they sing. When they have been under this course of
instruetion in classes for some fime, they are committed single 1o
the eare of boys, whose sole business is to go on with their edie
ention.  Each bov assiduously pluys iz orean from morning il
night, for the instruction of the bind committed o lis care, while
the class-teacher goes hiz regular rounds, superintending the.
progress of his feathered qutls. and scolding or rewarding them
m a manner which they perfectly understand, and striotly in ac-
cordance with the atieation or the disregard they have shown to
the instruetions of the monitor, This round of teaching goes
on unintermittingly for no less a period than nine months, by which
time the bird has acquired firmness, and is less likely to forget or
spoil the air by leaving out passages, or giving them in the wrong
ace. At the time of moulting, the Dest instructed birds aro
Eni}]ttﬂ lose the recollection of their tunes, and therefore require
to have them frequently repeated ot that time, otherwise all the
revious labour will have been thrown away. There are ccle-
ated schools for these birds at Hesse and Fulda, from “‘]iﬂl‘%

all Germany, Holland, and England, reccive supplies of the little
musicians. In some cases the birds have been taught to whistle
three different airs, without spoiling or confusing {hem; but in
general a simple air, with perbaps a little prelude, is as much s
they can remember.”

69. Tmne Greexrrsem, on Grees Bien.
Loria Chioris, Lix.  Grosbee Verdier, Duy. Der Grilaling, Becn.

Deseription.—This bird, which is somewhat longer than a
common Chaffinch, is six inches long, of which the tail mea-
gures two inches and a half.  The beak is five lines long, flesh-
coloured, darker above than below, and light brown in winter.
The iris is dark brown; the fect flesh-coloured, tinged with
blue, and eight lines high. The general colour is yellowish
green ; on the under part of the body a lighter or Siskin
green, which is lightest at the rump and belly, and on the
Intter tinged with white. The quill feathers are blackish,
bordered with yellow ; the four outside tail feathers yellow
from the middle to the root, but else black with a white border.

The female is smaller, and easily distinguished from the
male, by having the upper part of the body of o browner
green, and the lower part more ashen grey than yellowisk
green,  There are some yellow spots on the bresst and the ‘-~
belly, and the under tail coverts are rather white than vellow.

Sportsmen and birdcatchers distinguish {hree kinds of Green-
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finches :—1. The Great Greenfinch, the revailing colour of
Tk is o beautitol yellow, 2. The Mil‘]éh:-n[m:] Greenfineh,

which is light yellow, cspecially on the under part of the

body. And, 3. The S8mallest, which is more green than yellow,

But the true distinction lics in the age of the hirds, according

to which the body is lurger or smaller, and the plumnge more
or less brilliant. A more remarkable bird is the Bustard Green-
finch, the offspring of a male Greenfineh and o female Canary-
bird, which is always green and grey, whatever the eolour of
the mother; this is in no case a good singer.

Iubifat—The Greenfineh is to be found all over the conti-
nent of Europe, though less commeon towards the north, In
Germany it is one of the commonest birds. It may bes ob-
served in summer in thickets, gardens, and wherever there are
willow trees; but in winter, migrates in large flocks, and docs

A retnrn until March.

In forest districts this is a favourite Cage-bird, and is usually
‘kipt in a bell-shaped, or four-sided cage. It cannot be allowed
to run about, or to inhabit an aviary with other birds, except
if well supplied with food ; for it is so fond of biting, and
guards the access to thefood drawer witly its beak so effectually,
that other birds have no choice but to yield the point or De
deprived of their feathers. Otherwise this bird is as quict and
tame in confinement, as it is shy and wild in a state of liberty,

wod.—When wild, it feeds on all kinds of seeds ; hemp and
rape secd, linseed, juniper berries, spurge laurel berries, unripe
barley, furnip, thistle, and lettuce seed. It is especially fond of
the seeds of the milk thisile, which almost all other birds dislike.

In confinement, if' allowed to run up and down the room, it
thrives admirably on the sccond universal paste; cspeeinlly if
a little rape or hemp secd be cccasionally given to it. Inm the
cage it needs only rape sced, with a little hemp seed after
moulting, to make it sing. To keep it well, some green meat
is now and then necessary; lettuce, chickweed, cabbage, or

© juniper berries. 3

Breeding—The Greenfinch gencrally attaches its nest to g
nick branch of atree, though it is sometimes found in a thick
hedge, or on the top of an old willow tree. Tt is well built of
wool, coral moss, &e., and lined with fine root-fibres and hair.,
The female lays twice a year four or ﬁlve egps, pointed at the
ends, and silvery grey, spotted with violet or brown. At first
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the voung are greenish grey, although the malemay from the firtt
be distinguished by a somewhat yellow tinge.  They may
roared from the neet, and will learn, though with some diffi-
eulty, very various songs from other Cage-birds. As they sing
thronghout the year, it is advisable to let them lewn from o
bird whose song is agreeable, ¢ g. the Chaffinch.  What they
have once learned, they never forget,

Diseases.—They have a better constitution than r&nst Cage-
birds, and do not often fallill. They may be kept twelve years.

Made of Taking.—By means of a decoy, these birds may be
canght even as late as December on the aren traps. In spring
they may be taken on the lure bush with decoy birds, Their
call’ while on the wing is  Yek, yek /" and when perched,
# Sehroing !*  They may also be lured by Linnets. When
taken, they may casily be induced to eat, by throwing a little
crushed hemp secd on the floor of the cage.

Aftractive Qualities—Although their natural song has
great recommendation, it 18 not unplensant; so that STe
persons, with whom, however, 1 cannot agree, even prefer it to
ihe Linnet's. Their tameness, which is as remarkable as that
of the Bullfinch, renders them the most agreeable birds for the
room. They may not only be accustomed to flyingin and out,
but even to breeding, either in a room which lies near a garden
or grove, or in a snmmer-house.  To accomplish this, the fol-
lowing process is necessary : The young oncs are to be taken
out of the nest, and placed, covered with a Titmouse trap, in a
hole at the foot of the same tree. By this means the old birds,
when they come to feed the nestlings, are caught.  Old amd
voung are then put together in a large cage, and kept till the
fatter ore half fledged. The window is then opened for them
tn go out; the desire of trying their wings prompts them to
¢hort excursion, and hunger soon drives them back. The first
time they are let fiy, the old birds may be placed before the
window, to lure them back. When once accustomed to their
owner, they will never fly away ; but if this be not the case,
they may be kept in till winter, and the window opened to
them for the first time when it is snowing.  IF they fly ont, t
may be lured back by another bird of the same spocios, putbe-
fore the window in o eage.  If a still safer method be desired, i
such preparations may be made at the window as to allow
of females, with clipped wings, going in and out. They sit
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frecly m the company of Canaries; and as they are good
gz, Conaries' eggs are often put under them, y
Like Goldfinches and Biskins, they may be aceustomed to
drawing up their own water.

Avpitioxat.—This bird, which is nearly allied to the Gros-
beaks in many respects, is ealled by some unturelists the Grien
Grosbeak ; it is generally distributed over the cultivated parls
of Englagd, Trelund, and Seotland, where it is a permancenat re-
sident, only changing the ground cecasionally, to oblain & shel-
tered situation in severe weather, It is said, by Nevioie Woon,
to ho a late breeder, the first ezes being laid about the middle of
May; SeLsy says ot the end of that month ; and Woop conti-
noes : * It pays remarkable attention to its progeny ; and though
it never attenipts to lead the intruder from its nest, the parents
make the most unceasing wailings when any one is mear, or
whep the young are earried off, sometimes fluitering close to your

, and ‘endeavouring to annoy you in every possible way, The
oung do not quit the eradle until fairly fledged, and ofien durt
ohe simultaneously when any one approaches. They are mostly
fod on green caterpillars and small insects, of which the species
destroy immense numbers at this period. It would appear that
authors are wholly unaware of its insectivorous habits; and in
Panmisoron's Cyelopadia of Natural Histery, it is expressly
stated, that the young of the Green Grosbeak are fed eatively on
eds, which is quite a mistake,” This author lias noticed that

B
in the flocks of these birds which collect at the commencement

of winter, out of twenty or thirty birds, only one will be a male ;
and infers from this, that the sexes separate at the inclement
soason, and that the males either quit the couniry or make a
partial migration.
70, Toe Hawrrxeom.

LorviaCoceothraustes, Ly, Grosbee,Bor. DerGemetne Kernbetsser, Been.

Description.—Ouly u passionate lover of birds would wish to
keep this species. It is seven inches long, of ‘whiuh the tail
measures two inches and one-third.  Its beak is round, blunt,

_eonical, and, in proportion to its body, thick ; in summer it is

dark blue, in winter blackish af the point, but otherwise flesh-
. 'The iris is light grey; the feet are nine lines high,

der, and flesh-coloured, The top of the head, the checks, and
thetail coverts, arealightchestnut, inelining toa vellowish brown
on the forchead ; the nape of the neck is a beantiful ashen grey ;
the cirele of the head is black, forming a square black spot oo
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the throat; the back is duk brown, changing into grey on the 4
rump : the belly a dnsky flesh-colour, which at the venf>d
comes white. The smaller wing eoverts are black ; the larger,
white in front and brown behind, which produces a white spot
on the wings. Tho pen feathers are black, tipped with steel-
blue: the forcmost have a large white speck on the inmer
plume ; the hinder ave so blunt at the tips as to give the ap-
pearnnce of having been clipped. The tail is black, but the
two ventre feathers incline to ashen grey at the ends, and the
points of the outermost are white hali-way up the inner plume.

In the female the head, cheeks, and upper tail coveris are
reddish grey; the bluck of the throat, wings, and taeil, is
tinged with brown; the white spot on the wings is light grey,
and the lower part of the body is reddish grey, inclining to
white on the belly.

Ilabitat.—It inhabits the temperate portions of Europdand.—
Russia, and is very common in many parts of Germany, espe
cially on mountains overgrown with red-beeehes. It can hadlly
be considered a bird of passage, as it returns home os early as
MMaurch.

Tn confinement it is usually placed in o bell-shaped wire
cage, when it soon becomes tame. Tt may also be allowed to
range the room, if it have not too many companions and too
abundant a supply of food, in which case it is very quarrel-
BOITIC.

. Food.—Tesides the seeds of the beech, juniper, ash, and
maple, and the berries of the service tree and white thorn,
the Hawfinch is fond of cherries, the stones of which it easily
gplits with its powerful beak, in order to get at the kernel. 1t
also cats slocs, linseed, hemp, eabbage, radish and letfuce secd.

In confinement it may be fod with rape and hemp secd, and,
if allowed to range the room, with the second universal paste.

Breeding.—The nest iz found in beech woods, or trees, or
hizh hushes, and on fruit trees in gardens. It is well built of
small twigs, and lined with very fine rools. The female lays,
three to five eegs twice o years these are greenish ashen grey,
speckled with hrown, and striped with dark blue.  TIn woode
districts these birds are often reared from the nest, and
go lame as to follow their master, and protect him with their
strong ook against dogs and catz,  Like the Ballfinch, they
may be accustomed to come und go at the word of command.

T
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B Mode of Tuking.—These birds engerly follow the lure, and
‘ari_therefore in autumn casily caught in the barn-floor trap,
if baited with hemp seed, juniper and serviee berries. In winter
service berries will entice them into the enare, and they may
be caught on the nest with limed twigs. They eat as soon as
taken, if hemp and rape-seed be oftered them.

Atiractive Qualities. — These are not very numerous. 1
myself have no liking for the birds, and am especially averse
to their unpleasant call, “ fi=/ #iss /" which never ceascs.
Their song consists of a low whistle, with occasional clear
picrcing notes, * Jrrr /7 Tor some bird-fanciers this may be
cnough ; yet to most their great tameness will be their chief
recommendation.

Avprmiosar.—Thiz is the Hawfineh of most British natural-
ists; it is the largest bird of the genus that ni}%r:ams in these
it2nids, in the southern parts only of which has it hitherto been
ohserved : it has been sometimes deseribed os & winter wigrant,
af Mupre and Macsicnivieay agree in making it a permanent
resident with us, the eggs and young having been found, they
say, repeatedly in the vicinity of Epping Forest. Mr. H. Dov-
BLEDAY, who appears to have paid great attention Yo the habits
of these birds, writes thus, in the Magazine of Zoology and Bo-
tamy, vol. f..— Their extreme shyness has, no doubt, eonlributed
to Ealu ug in fgnorance of their habits and economy ; in this
trait they exceed any land hird with which I am scquainted, and
in open places it is 2lmost impossible to approach them within
gun-shot.” Their prin¢ipal food here appears to he the sced of
the hornbeam (carpinus befulus), which is the prevailing species
of tree in Epping Forest ; they also feed on the kernels of the
haws, plum stones, laurel berries, &e.; and in summer make
great hiavoe amongst green peas in gardens in the vicinity of the
forest.

“ About the middle of J}]l)ril they pair, and in a week or two
commence nidification. he situation of the nest i3 various;
] but is most commonly placed in an old serubby whitethorn
bush, often in a very exposed situation ; they also frequently
tuild in the horizontal anns of large oake, the heads of pollard
hornbeams, in hollies, and oceasionally in fiv trees in plantations ;-
the elevation at which the nest iz pﬂmcﬂ. varying from five to

ty-five or thirty feet. The most correct description of the
nest which 1 have seen, is in Latuwas's Symopsis.

# T helieve the male has no song worth notiee ; in warm days in
’ March, I hare heard them, when a number have been sitting to-

o
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gether on o tree, ulbering a fow notes in o sofl toue, bearing some
resemblanee to those of the Bullfineh.”

* A fomale in the possession of Mr. Dartlett,” saya YareLy,
“ gungr the notes of the Linnet ; but being afterwords hung out
of doors, it learned to imitate the song of & DBlackbivd, though
bt indifferently ; on the occurrence of the awtumn moult this
geason she discontinued her imitations of the Blackbivd's song,
ani seemed afierwards to have forgotten it

JEssE statea that the bird not only stays with us all the year,
but breeds in this country, and cites an instance of a nest with
four young ones, which was taken in the summer of 1842, in the
gmunﬂa of Lord Clifford, at Rochampton. It was built at ihe
extremity of a horse-chestnut, near the lodze, and composed
chiefly of tmifs of the privet and bireh, and lined with hair and
fine grass. Latman also deseribes the nest of this bied, which
he suys iz composed of the dead twigs of oak and honeysuckle,
intermized with pieces of grey lichen, which material, he says,
is never absent, although the quantity used varies grently. l‘-,

“ The Latin ornithologists,” says "-'e:mm, * pall this bird ecocco-
thraustes, Le. berry-breaker, because with its horny beak it erack
and breaks the shells of stone fruit, for the salke of the seed or
kernel. Mr. B. shot o cock Grosbeok, which be had observed to
haunt his gaftlen for more than o fortnight, I began to aconse
this bird of making sad havoc among the buds of the cherries,

woreberries, and wall fruit of all the neighbouring orchards.

‘pon opening the erop, or eraw, no buds were to be seen, but &
mass of the kernels of the stones of fruit.”

70. Toe Semix Frsem.

Loxia Serinus, or Fringilis Sen'urg. Lax. Le Serin, Bur. Der Girlilz,
ECH.

Deseription—The Serin Finch scoms to oecupy an interme-
diate position between the Grosheaks and the Finches; as its
beak appears foo thick to qualify it for a place in the latter,
and too thin for one in the former genus.

It iz somewhat larger than a Siskin, being four inches and
three quarters in length, of which the tail measures one inch
and three quarters. The beak is very short and thick, brown
on the upper, white on the under side; the insis dark chest-
nut brown ; the shanks six lincs in height, and, as well ns the
claws, flesh-colour. The plumage of the male bears a el
resemblance to that of the Grey or Green Canary.  The top
of the head, the cirele of the eyes, a stripe which passes above
the eye to the nape of the neck, the breast, and the rump, are

o
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all groenish yellow. The back of the head, checks, and lesser

jwer coverts are Siskin green and reddish grey, mixed with
plackish spots.  The two larger rows of coverts are blackish,
the upper having a margin of bright yellow, the lower of red-
dish yellow, which produce the appearance of a double yellow
stripe across the wings. The pen feathers are blackish, edged
with Siskin green; the tail is somewhat forked, and of similar
hue. The spots with which the plumage is covered are not
distinet one from the other, but unite in a sort of longitudinal
stripe.  On the head they ave very small, but on the sides and
rump their shape and cuﬁuu- are more visibly marked.

The female canwith difficulty be distinguished from the female
Siskin. The colour of the plumage is the same, except that
it has a tinge of reddish grey, but the beak is shorter, the tail
longer, and the bedy more 5{mﬂﬂ'. The principal difference

betpween the fomale and male is, that in the former the yellow-
"‘Tf_:]?‘;tmu breast is striped with black.

Obzercations.—The Serin Finch, which some are disposed to
consider identical with the Citron Finch, mify in spring or
autumn be lured either to the bun-floor or decoy trap, In
Thuringia this is the usual mode of taking them.

For the remaining part of this article I am indebted to my
friend D, Mexesn, of Offcnbach :

« (f all Cage-birds with which I am acquainted, the Serin
Fineh is one of the livelicst and most indefatigable in singing.
1ts yoice, though not strong, is sweet; and, except o few pas-
sages in which it resembles the song of the Lark, is remarkably
like that of the Camary bird. In = wild state it sings inces-
gantly, either perched on the topmost branches of some tree,
or rising and falling in the air like a Lark, or flying from one
tree to another.  Tts eall, too, is like that of the Canary, to
which bird, indeed, it bears, in habits and peculiarities, a strong
general resemblance.

& Fubitaf.—1t is now thirty years since the 8Serins were first
observed in the district between Offenbach and Frankfort.
They arrive cvery year in March, in large flocks, and depart
-sbout the end of October, although there are always some

hich remain throughout the winter.  In January, 1800, when

- the thermometer was at 21° Réaumur, several were taken here,
and I have gcen them in the neighbourhond of Offinbach as
late as the end of February, They may mdst frequently be

o2
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uhzerved on or near fruit trees, or in woods, near oaks and
beeches, and T have never yet met with them on the bank
streams which are shaded by willows.

s+ Food.—They feed on such seeds as are usually to be found
in the fields, and are especially fond of those of the plantsin,
sroundsel, and garden pimpernel. The best diet for them,
when in confinement, consists of rape, mized with alittle noppy
seod, and oceasionally hemp-seed and shelled cats.

4 Breeding.—The Serin generally builds its nest on the lower
branches of apple and pear trees, sometimes on oaks and
becches: but mever, so far as I know, on willows. It is
tormed, not inartificially, of un externnl layer of fine root
fibres, moss, end lichens (especially Zobaria farinacea), and
thickly lined with feathers, cow hair, horse hair, ond swine's
bristies. The female rarely lays mere than four white cegs,

b, 8

shaped like those of the Canary, but a little smaller, and \en-
vircled at the thick end with a row of reddish brown spots,

The period of ipcubation is thirteen or fourteen days, durin
which the male feeds his mote upon the nest, and afterwards
assisis her in bringing food to the young birds. Before the
first moulting, the young birds bear a strong resemblance to
the Grey Linnet, and do not acquire the plumage of their pa-
rents till after that period. They may ensily be rearcd on
sonked rape seed, but it is better to take old and young toge-
ther, and put the whole brood into a cage, when they will
persevere in the natural process of instruction. If brought
up in confinement, their colours are never so bright as in a wild
state: and after a fow years, even birds that were taken when
old, become almost white. They breed with Canaries, Siskins,
Redpoles, and Goldfinches,

4 Diseasen.— W ith the cxeeption of consumption, of which a
'i1i1.-d in my possession died, I know of none to which they are

iable.”

FOREIGN GROSBEAKS.

71. Toe Canpixat GROSEEAE.
Loria Cardivalis, Lix. Grosbee de Virginis, Bur.  Der Caordinal

Kernbetsser, Do,
Deseription.—This bird iz eight inches in length, of which
thi: teil nreasures two inches. It is a pative of various parts

L3
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of North America. Aeconding to recent accounts, it has been

vith in Conrland : though it is more likely that the bird

scen Wns cither one that had escaped from captivity, ora speci-

“ men of the Pine Grosbeak. Its beak is strong, and, Like its

feet, light red ; the iris very dark brown. The head is adorned

with a erest, the feathors of which, when ereet, meet in o point.

The part round the beak, and the throat, are black ; the rest

of the bird a beautiful light red. The quill feathers and tail
are paler in colour, and towards the front, almost brown,

The female is generally of o reddish brown,

+ Obsercations.—The very pleasant song of this bird, which
bears a strong rescmblance to that of the Nightingole, is the
reason why the name © Virginia Nightingale " has been given
toit. It sings all the year round, exeept while moulting, and
80 loud as to make the cars tingle. In its wild state it feeds

—-on thaize and buck wheat—of which it often eollcets heups,

vering them carefully with leaves and branches, and leaving

n only a single hole as an entrance to its magazine. In

captivity it will live many years, if fed with millet, canary,

rape, and hemp-seed. The attempt has been made, I know

not with what success, to broed thess birds, in detached aviaries
placed in zordens.

Apprrioxarn.—With us this species is known only as a Coge-
bird. We commonly call it Lhcp‘-"irginiu Nightingals, a name to
which, as De. Lazmay observes, it 15 fully entitled, for its notes
are almost equal to those of the Nightingale, Theso notes,
Witsox tells us, both in a wild and domestic stato, are very
various and musical, some of them resembling the shrill notes of
a fife. “The birds are in song from March to Beptember, begin-
ning at the first appearance of dawn, and repenting o favourite
stanza or passage twenty or thirty limes successively ; sometimes
with little intermission for a whele morning together, which, like
a good story oo often reFeaf.c'd. beeomes at length tivesome and
ingipid. DBut the sprightly ﬁpé'ure and gaudy plumage of the Red
]Iirs. his vivaeity, strength of voice, and sctual variely of note,
and the little expense with which he is kept, will always make
im a favourite.”

This anthor asserts that the story of the birds colleeting great
of maize and buckwheat, &e., and concealing them in the

artful way above described, is altogether fabulous. He also de-
seribes the cock birds as extremely pugnacious, and says of the
female that she often sings nearly as well as the oale, by which,
when hoth oecupy the same cage, she is often dulm_ruLE awing,
it may be, to some little jealousy on this seore,
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72, Tne Java Spanmow, on Rice Dinp. .

Loria Oryeivorn, Lix, Padda ou Oiseau des Riz, Buv.  Der fiels

Kernbeizser, HEcn.

Deseription.—This bird, which is about the sizoof a Bullfinch,
iz tive inches long, of which the tail measures two. The beak
is thick, of o beautiful rose colour, which is lighter towards
the point; the feet are the same, though of a paler hue. The
evelids are naked, and edged with rose colour; the head,
throat, and & stripe swrounding the white cheeks, are black,
The rump, the greater pen feathers, and the teil, are also
black ; the rest of the back, the breast, the wing coverts, anid
the hinder pen feathers, dark ashen grey. The belly is purple
grey, and the vent white. :

The only distinetion between males and females is, that the
latter are lighter on the back and belly. The young birds are
not only lighter, but irregularly spotted with dark brown-Qn .
the cheeks and the lower part of the belly.

Obeervations,—Theso birds are brought in preat numbers By
ships from Java, and the Cape of Good Hope; where, on ac-
count of the ravages they commit in the rice ficlds, tln.-:,r have ns
bad a reputation as the Sparrows among ourselves. They are
prized only for their beauty. Their ery is * Zak! Zak!™
Their song is very monotonous, and consists of two notes,
“ Dirr! Dhrr! Dehi ' The first note is given with & humming
sound ; the sceond is higher in the scale, and wuch more
elearly uttered.

73. Tue Waxprzn.
Laria Astrid, Lix. Le Stniyah;dye'. Buw. Der Gemeine Sencyalist,
EEGH. ;

Deseription.—This bind, which is four inches and three
quarters in length, is hardly so large as o Redbreast. The
heak is bright red, and somewhat raised at the root. A bright
red stripe passes between the eyes: and the middle of the
breast and belly is a beantiful reddish brown. The upper
parts of the body are brownish grey; the lower parts Light
ashen grey ; everywhere traversed by ve fine blackish w
lincs, which give the plumage o pnculiug gilky appearn
The pen feathers and tail are brown ; the latter being wedge- ™
shaped, and covered with transverse dark brown stripes: the
foet are also brown. :
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These birds, like the Amandava, vary in eolour. Tn some,
ail is entirely brown; in others, the upper part of the
body is brown, the lower white, and the rump crimson.
Others, again, are yellow on the lower part of the body, and on
the upper spotted with white; and some have even been no-
ticed with blueish neck and throat; the upper part of the
body blue, and the lower part white, mixed with rust colour.
Cbservations.—These birds, which are frequently brought to
Europe, are natives of the Canary Islands, Madeirs, Scnegal,
the Cape of Good Hope, and India. Their beauty and affee-
tionate disposition, which is manifested not only between the
sexes, but even when several pairs are kept in one cage, are
their chief recommendation.  Their song presents nothing re-
markable. They are to be fed with millet, which is their
matural food, and to fields of which grain they are said to

dojrreat damage.
74. Toe Awawpavs.
Lozia, or Fringtlls Awmandara, Lix. Bengeli Pigneté, Bov.  Der

Getiegerte Bengslist, Becu,

Deseription.—This beautiful bird, which is now frequently
imported from Bengal, Java, Malacea, and other parts of Asia,
1s not more than four inches in length. I am induoced, by its
ghape, to place it among the Grosbeaks, though I am aware
many claes it with the Finches. The beak is four lines in
length, thick, and bright blood red.  The iris is light red ; the
fieet pale flesh colour, and the shanks half an inch in height.
In the male, the head and under part of the body are of a fiery
riid 3 the wpper part is dark grey; but all the feathers have
g0 wide o margin of red, that {Lum alsa the latter seems to
be the prevailing eclour.  The rump appears of a bright
yellowish red : though the feathers are really blackish, and are
cnly edged with yellow : the belly and vent are black. All
the feathers of the back, the wing coverts, the hinder pen
feathers, tail feathers, side feathers of breast and belly, and
the feathers of the vent and rump, are tipped with white,
These spots are most distinetly marked on the hinder pen
feathers, and the large wing coverts.  The wing coverts and

feathers themselves are blackish.
. In the female, which is only about two thirds the size of
the male, part of the upper mandible is black ; the head, and
) upper part of the body, together with the wing coverts, are



200 THE TARAPRISE GROSHEAK.

very dark grey ; and only the rump feathers have broad yellow
marging, and light coloured tips. The checks are light gra
the under part of the body is pale sulplur colour ; the pen
feathers blackish. The hinder and larger wing coverts ara
covered with very small white spots, and the tail feathers are
tipped with greynish white.
The male varics in colour for many years beforo permanently
attaining the eolours above described. In some individuals
the back is a reddish grey, and the lower part of the body
marked with black and yellow; in others, the upper part of
the body is reddish grey, spotted with fiery red; the belly
sulphur-coloured, with black bands, and more or less spotted.
Observations.—These hirds ore as social as the preceding;
and when twenty or thirty are kept in a large cage, they will
all st on the same perch,-and, what is singular enough, will
sing in regular suceession. Their song, which lasts through-
out the year, very much resembles that of the Yellow Wr%ﬂ’f
The female is mute.  They are exceedingly active, and oft
bow their bodies up and down, and spread out their tails like
o fan. Their natura] food is millet and ofher grain; in con-
finement [h[h}' may be fod on millet and canary soed. T'l'l.l‘:.“
are to be kept in a small wire eage; cat a great deal, and
drink stll more. They live from six to ten years. If
paired with the Canary bird, the hybra produced would pro-
bably be of great beauty and value.

75. Toe Pimanse Grospesn.
Laxia Frythrocephals, Lix.  Cardinal € dngola, Bur,  Der Paradies
Kernbeisser, Becn.

Description.—This hird is almost six inches in longth.  The
beak and fect are flesh coloured : the head and chin red : the
back of the neck, back, rump, and wing coverts blucish ash
colour ; the upper tail coverts edged with grey. The lower
parts of the hody are white, with brewn and black spots on
the gides. The wing coverts are ftipped with white, which
forms = double white stripe on the wings; the pen feathers
and tail ave dark ashen blue, tipped with grey. The male -

and female are alike.

Obssreations.—The male sings thronghout the year, but in = ™
g0 weak o voice, a8 to be hordly avdible above the slightest
noise. In England, the experiment of inducing them to breced
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in the aviary has been successfully tried. They are to be fod
on millet and rape seed, with which a little hemp sced may be
wecasionally mixed.

"76. Tor Dommsicaxy Guosseax.
Loste Dominicana, Lix,  Cardinal Deminicain, Bur, Der Dominicaner
Kernbeigser, Becmn, . .

. Deseription.—This bird, which is about the size of a Lark,
15 & pative of Brazil. The upper mandible is brown, the
lower light flesh eoloured ; the feet ashen grey. The head,
ﬂum?.t, and upper part of the neek, ave blueish, with a small
admixture of white; the tail coverts and seapulars groy,
sparingly spotted with black. The sides of the neek, the
breast, belly, beak, and vent, are whitish; the pen feathers
black, edged with white; the tail black.

3 ?Eﬁ'rmﬁuns.w—-fl'his bird is noticeable only for its beauty, as

is 10 song, but oceasionally utters a harsh ery.

77. Tae GrEsapirr Gnospeik.

Laria Orir, Lix.  Le Cardinal du Cap de bonne Esperance, Bor. Der
Grenadier Kernbeisser, Brom.
Deseriplion—This bird is about the size of a Sparrow.
The beak 15 black ; the iris chestout brown ; the feot dark flesh
colour. The forehead, sides of the head, the chin, the lower
extremity of the breast, and the belly, are a velvety black;
the rump, vent, tail, throat, neck, and upper part of the breast,
a bright carmine. The back and shoulders are somewhat
darker than the neek; ond the feathers on the top of the neck
are rather larger than clsewhere, which gives this part a pufly
:': . The shanks arc reddish grey; the wings dark
brown, or blackish grey, edged with reddish white,
® There are varietics of this species ; one of which wants the
black vhin, and has the shanks red.  Another has o dark
brown tail, edged with greyish white.
In the female the beak is horn colour; the feathers of the
upper part of the body dark brown, edged with light grey.
he head is dark grey: a whitish grey stripe passes over the
; and the lower part of the body is light grey. Tt is
therefore not unlike the female Sparrow ; the gencral coloor
of its plumage is not so dark.
After the second moulting in the aviary, the males present
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much the same appearanee, except that the marking is darker-
The feathers on the upper part of the body are blackish,
a broad murgin of redidish grey ; amd the stripe over the eves
is o pale sulphur colour. In a wild state the males lose the
red colonr, snd become like the females, after the pairing
{ime, which is in Jannary., They resume their own garb in
July, . Their appearance is very handsome when the moulting
is not quite over,—as they then have, in addition to the varie-
gated head and body, o red neek and tail.
Observations.—Theze birds are so common at the Cape of
Good Hope, as to do s much domage to the wheat blossom and
young grain, as the Sparrows withus ; and when in the evening
they return from the corn ficlds to their nests, among the reeds,
their twittering may be heard ot a great distance. Their ery,
# Deeb 1" 18 like that of the Sparrow; and in their weak song,

they resemble the Siskin. Their nest is cleverly construgted
of small twigs and cotten, and though with only one entranc?

has two distinet chambers, one for the male, and the othe
for the female. The egzs are green. i
The Grenadier Grosheak should be kept in a small cage, and
fed on canary seed.  The male and female scem to enjoy each
others' society, but there is no instance known of their having
paired.
78. Tme Care (nospeaz,

Loria Copensis, Lix. Le Pinpon noir ef joune, Buy. Der Kapsele
Kernbeisser, Becn.

Description.—One of these handsome birds, which I mysell
possess, 1s about the size of a Bullfinch, being six inches and a
guarter in length. OF this, the tail, which is somewhat wedge-
ghaped, measures two inches and a half,  The beak is whitish
on the upper mandible, very much compressed at the sides, st

ointed ; the iris is dark brown; the fect dark flesh colour,
'he head, the neck, the top of the back, the under part of
the body, and the tail, are a velvety black ; the rest of the back,

yellow. The larger wing coverts, as well as the pen feathers,
are blaclkish, or very durk brown, edged with greenish yellow
The ecapulars are light brown, with broad margins of greyish
red.

The fomale is light brown, though all the feathers are spotred

the rump, and the smaller wing coverts, a beautiful gﬂldcx
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in the middle with black; the sides of {he head and wing
coverts are greyish white, striped with black ; the smaller wing
overts and the rump are light yellow ; the tail is edged with
arev i the beak light or horn grey.

At pairing time, or the period of the sccond moulting, the
male resembles the fomale,

(bservations —Like the last mentioned, thisbird is a native of
the Cape of Good Hope. It may be kept in o eage by itsclf,
or with a female, and fed upon iu.-mp and canary sced. Its
song 13 not remarkable.

In o wild state, it frequents rivers and brooks, and though
living on grain and seeds, is not so destructive a bird as®the
foregoing.  Its eggs are grey, spotted with black.

79. Tie Carreiriay GrospEsx.

¢ Caffre, Lan.  Le Caffre, Bur. Der Moliren Kernbeisser, Beca.

' Deseription—This bird is about the size of a Bullfinch ; but

its slightly erected tail, with which, however, it is adorned

only in the pairing season, is twice as long as the bird itself.

The beak is groyish brown; the feet grey. The prevailing

colour of the plumage iz a velvety black; the shoulders are

blood red; the wing eoverts white; the pen feathers brownish
grey, edged with white.

The female is entirely grey, with the exception of a slight
tinge on the shoulders. The male assumes his beautiful garb
in November, and after pairing time, which is in January, be-
comes like the female.

servationg,—The Caffrarian Finch iz a native of the inland
conntry, north-west of the Cupe of Good Hope, where it
malkes its nest in the marshes. It is but seldom brought to
Europe; and on account of its long tail, necds ‘o very large
taxge. It is said that in high winds this tail is very incon-
venient : and in rainy weather, 18 so cumbrous, that the bird
may even be caught by hand. Tt may be fed on canary seed.

80. Tne Bive Grossrax.
Lozia Coerulen, Lix. Le Boworewil dlew &' Amevigue, Bor.  Der dunkel
blaue Kernbeisser, Becu.
Deseriplion.—The Blue Grosbeak is about the size of the
Common Crosshill, but somewhat longer, being six inches and
a half in length, of which the beak measures half an inch,
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and the tail two inches. The beak is strong and dark brown
the feet black. A black stripe surrounds the chin, and exte
a2 fur as the cyes.  The whole of the plumage is dark blue,
excepl the larger wing coverts, the pen feathers, and middle
toil feathers, which are dark brown. A fow red spots are
visible on the shoulders ; and the under sides of the wings and
tail incline to green.
The female 15 brown, with a very slight tinge of blue,
eervations,—1 have seen this bird, which is a native of
Caroling, Brazil, smmd Cayenne, in the posscssion of the Duke
of Baxe Meiningen, Tt is fod with canary seed.  Tts song is
weakt, and its cry but rarely heard.

81, Tue Azvwe-nive GrospEsk.
Lorig Cyanea, Lix. Der Lozurllauer Kernbeisser, Brou.

Deseription.—This bird is gencrally regarded as only 2
variety of the last mentioned, but I have scen the two togother, 3
and have a strong opinion that they are different. The Azure-
blue Grosheak is rather the smaller. The beak is lead colour ;
the iris nut brown; the feet blackish. The plumage is dark
azurc-hlue; the pen and tail feathers blackish, edged with blue.
The wing coverts, as well as several feathers upon the breast,
have o border of golden yellow ; the shank and vent feathers
are edged with white.

(Mbesrrations.—This very handsome bird is o native of An-
gola, and may long be preserved in health on hemp and canay
seed, and erushed cats. Itssong is weak but pleasant, and re-
gembles that of the Siskin. It is always lively, and hecomos
g0 tame as to eat out of the hand.

82, Tur YErLrLow-BELLIED. (FROSBEAR.
Loxia Flaviventriz, Lix. Grosbec Joune du Cap de boome Experance, Bur.
Der Gelbafterige Kernbeisser, Becn,
Description.—I have scen this bird in the colleetion of the
Tuke of SBaxe Meiningen, but cannot certainly identify it with
the Lorie Flarfeentris of Taxssos. It is about the size of a
common Chaffinch, and five inches in length. The beak ia
horg brown, moderately thick, and resembling in shape that
of the Finch tribe. The fect are derk brown. The head and
neek are o dull licht blue; the whole upper part of the body
olive green ; the breast, as far as the vent, orunge,
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Observations.—This bird, which is a native of {he Cape of
Hope, is said by birdsellers to Lo the female of the Dlue
Grosbeak, and certainly agrees very well with it, when kept
in the same cage. It may possibly, also, be the female of the
bird described in the note,®

83. Tue Gownr Grosueax.

Loxiz Penctulariz, Lix, Grosbee fachefe de Java, Buy. Der Getiipfeilte
Kernbeisser, Becn,

Deseription—The Gowry Grosbeak is four inches and =
quarter in length, and about the size of a Linnet, The beak
and fect are black ; the whole upper part of the body, and the
lower part as fur as the breast, are light chestnut brown. On
the cheek is a purple epot, which, however, is not visible in
young birds, or such as have just moulted. The belly and
sigkes are white, but all the feathers are bordered with black, in

the form of a heart. The lower part of the belly and vent

reddish white; the rump feathers edged with grey. The
tail is short and wedge-shaped, and is dark brownlike the
wings, but mottled and edged with {ge same colour on the
upper part of the body.

In the female the red spot upon the cheek is wanting; the
beak and feet are dark brown; the back reddish brown; the
sides white, spotted with dark brown ; the vent whitish.

Observations.—These birds are natives of the Island of Java.
They may be kept in a cage, and fed on canary sced. . Their
weak and twittering song resembles that of the Siskin,

84. Toe Baxpep Guosneax.
Loria Foyeiata, Lix. Collevetie, Buy. Der gebinderte Kernbeizser, Brou,
Deeseription.—This bird, which is about the size of the pre-

¥ Le Grosbee Jaune du Cap de bomne Experance is thus deseribed :—The
head, back of the neck, and back, are olive green, striped with brown ; the
rump olive green; the lower part of the body dark svellow.  From cach
side of the head a yellow stripe passes over the eves ; and the pen feathers
aad tail are brown, edged with olive green. The female is only dis-
“nguished by the comparative dullness of the colours. A variety has the
(o of the head, breast, and upper part of the body olive greens the hack

the neck 1o the throat, ash colour ; the belly and vent vellow ; the
part between the Jegs white ; the tail feathers black, edged with yellow ;
the tail dark gra'tn.%n\'ing the shafts of the feathers Liack, and their ex-
ternal plume yellow.
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ceeding, is four inches and o half in length.  The beak i2
Blueish grey, thick at the root, compressed in the middle,
running rapidly to a point,  The feel ave short, and flosh-
coloured. The upper part of the bedy is a dark reddish grey,
cach feather having two black stripes, of which, however, only
one 15 visible. The wings and tail are blackish, the former
heing lighter on the edge, the latter tipped with white. The
helly is black, covered with reddish white, vgg-ﬁ!mpuﬂ Epota.
The rest of the lower part of the body is reddish hrown
grey, the feathers being edged with black. A dark purple
collar surrounds the cheeks and chin,

The female is generally lighter; the collar is wanting, and
the under part of the bedy is reddish brown, with a davker
shade en the edge of the feathers.

Firfeties.—A male, which T have now before me, may be
dezcribed as follows :—The head is reddish groy, with frequapt
black stripes: the upper part of the neck, the back, and mmp,
are reddish grey, but each feather is intersceted by a scmi:
circular black line, and tipped with reddish brown ; the sea-
pulars, wing coverts, nifl hindmost pen feathers, are dark ashen
grey, with a transverse angular black stripe, and reddish brown
tips. A narrow stripe encircles the lower mandible, beneath
which is a purple strenk, which passcs to the cheeks, The lower
part of the neck, the sides, and shanks, are pale reddish brown,
with an angrular black stripe on each feather. The breast is
white, finged with red at-the sides. The belly is a fine
chestnut brown, covered with oval white spots, and striped
with black only at the sides. The vent is white; the wings
and tail dre davk brown, edged with reddish brown ; the latter
being also tipped with white. :

In Lamna's Synopsis thisvarietyis thus deseribed :—Thetop
of the head, back of the neck, back, and small wing coverts, aru
light brown, covered with semicireular black lines; the checks
are brown, but bordered below twith a bright crimson line,
beneath which runs o black one.  The breast and Lelly are
light brown, and sparingly marked with the semicireiilar lines ;
the pen feathers and tail brown. ‘ =

Obsereations.—This bird slthough a native of Africa, ha
received from the bind sellers the nome of the Indian E-‘upamﬁ,
1t utters the same cry as the Common Sparcow, and its song
is as worthless. It may be fed on canary sced.

R
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85. Tug Brows-cureken GrosnEik.

“foxia Canore, Lix. Der bravmcangige Kernbeisger, BRow.

Deseripiion.—The Brown-checked Grosbeak, which is about
the size of a Siskin, is four inches in length. The beak is
thick, strong, and brown; the feet flesh-colour. The brown
checks are adorned with a yellow border, which extends from
the throat to the ears.  The head, back, wings, and tail, which
is somewhat wedge-shaped, are dirty light green; the breast
and belly are ashen grey.

In the female the vellow stripe on the cheeks is wanting.

Observations.—Tlis pretty bird, which is a native of Mexico,
haz o soft flute-like somg, ond is lively and engaging in its
movements. It may be kept in a cage, and fed on millet and
canary seed.

o 86. Toe Miriccs GRosPEAE.

\-farr'a Matacea, Lix. Jacobin, Bur. Der Malackisehe Kernbeisser, Becu.

Deseription.—This bird, which is about the size of 2 Green-
fineh, i four inches and ¢ half in length, of which the beaks
which is thick and ashen blue, measures five lines, and the tai.
eng inch and a half. The fect are ashen blue; the head, neck,
a stripe which passes from the centre of the belly to the vent,
and the thighs, are black ; the breast and the sides of the belly
white ; the back, wings, and tail, chestnut brown—both the
lntter being darker on the under side. The head and body are
cach somewhat clumsy in shape.

Brissox's * Grosbec dela China' (Ornithology, iii. p. 235,
note 7) 18 somctimes considercd as a variety of the Malacon
Grosbeak. Its head, throat, and necl, are black : the plum-
age on the upper part of the body, red, or chestnut brown :
wings and tail a5 in the preceding. 1 have often seem this
bird in the aviary, and always regarded it a3 a male, both on
aecount of its song, and becanse after moulting it resumed

, E:'ll same eolours, without white on the breast or black on the
* Epwanns, who has figured this bird (plate 355), adds aleo o
male, which wns kept in the same cage, and seemed to enjoy

the society of the male.  She was greyish brown on the HiJ‘Pr-r
part of the body ; the sides of the head, and lower part of the
body, were reddish white ; the pen feathers and tail blaekish .
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the fect flesh-colour. The blackness of the tail and pen feo-
thers seem to show that this bird does not really ccoupy 115
place assigned to it by Epwanps, nor does the fomiliarity with
the male prove anything, as almost ali secd-cating birds agree
well together, and even caress one another with their bills,

Obzervations,—This bird is o native of the Fast Indies. It
is gentle, lively, and aflfeetionate; its voice is strong, and it
song, though having a somewhat nasal rving, is not wnpleasant.
Its cry is = Teiapp 7 It will live for a long time, if fed on
hemp and eanary seed.

87. Tue Drack-crovpen (GrospEAE.
Loz Nubiloea, Becu.  Der Sehwarzwilbipe Kerubeisser, Broi.

Deseription.—I have scen two of these birds, which scemed
to me to bear a strong resemblanee to the Molueea and Black
Grosbeaks, though not absolutely identical with them. SThe
Tlack-clonded Grosbeak is about the size of o House Slmml'.r
The heak is strong, and whitish grey ; the feet are large, an
lead-coloured. The provailing eolour of the plumage is black,
though the rump and vent are white; the lower pari of the
body is whitish grey, and the wing coverts are clouded with
reddish grey.  Adter every moulting, the under part of the
body and wings becomes lighter.

Obsercations.—This bird is o native of Afrien, and especially
of the Cape of Good Hope. It is very tame; its cry 18
o Togah £ and its song, which is not very melodions, consists
merely of a continuous twittering. If fed on millet, hemp,
comary, and rape seed, it will live for many years.

1. The Molucea Grosbealk (ZLocie Moelucew, L) may- be
thus deseribed. It is four inches in Jength ; the beak 1z dark
brown; the top of the head and neck, black ; the back of the
head and wpper part of the body, brown; the breast and belly
covered with transverse stripes of black and white; the tail
black: the pen feathers dark brown ; the feet brown.

9 The Bluek Grosheak ( Lazdin Nigra., Lay.) is five inches
and a quarter in length,  The beak is black, strong, and much »
compressed shout the centre of the upper mandible 3 the plum
age generally black, with the exception of a white spat i
front of the wings, and the roots of the two first pen feathers, -
which are also white; the feet areblugl,  This bird 1s a native
of Mexico,
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88, Tne Rep-miep Grosaeax.

Samguinirosivis, Lax,  Der Nothichnabliche Kev nbeisser, Brou.

Lreser iﬂi-rh-t"ﬂ —This bird, which is about the size of & House
Sparrow, iz often hl‘ﬂﬂ""hi by bird-dealers from Englond for
sale in Germany. It uh"'umlh comes from Africe.  Iis beak
is thick, wide ot the base, bave at the fut:hvu], and of a dark
hlﬁf}l]-l'-‘l colour; the forchead, the region rounid the eyes, and
the chin, black. *The upper part of fhe body is of o greyish
browm, with black longitudinal stripes, almost like the Bpar-
row; the nnder part iz of o clear brownish red. The quill
and tail feathers are dark brown, spotted with reddish grey ;
th:; feet and the irides are orange; the eye-lids o yellowish
e

The female is much lighter ; the black mmrk on the head is
altogrether wanting, anl the wnder purt of the body is a yel-
{ r1zh white.

Obsercations—As before remarked, this is a Cage-bird of
common oceurrence, It is fed ' with millet and conary seed;
and is o favourite, not only on account of its beauty, but also
of its delicate song, which resembles that of the Yellow Wren.
The male and female caress cach other incessantly, ut never
pair, or build in the caze. They attain a considerable age. *

. 89. Tor Sxow BuntiNg.

Emberiza Nivalis, Lin. Orfolan de Neige, Bur, Der Schnerammer, Beci,

Deseription—Naturalists assert that the plumage of this
bird differs conziderably, according to the season of the year,
The truth of this assertion I do not pretend to deeide, though,
from analogy, I am warranted in conjecturing that the difference
arises rather from the age of the birds. And as in summer
this bird inhabits n-gimm within the arctic circle, I shall con-
tent myself with describing its winter plumage, as it may be
gen in confinement,

It is about the size of a Lark, and six inches and a half in

gth. The beak, os in all Buntings, is conical in shape,

ix lines long, hent inwards at the sides, and having a hard

berance b the palate.  Tts colour is yellow, tipped with

h] ik, except in the singing season, when it is entirely black.

The legs are one inch high, and, as well as the claws, coal
r
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black, The head, neck, and under part of the body, o
white, the head being sometimes spotted with yellowish brown
The back and rump are black ; the feathers of the back
edged . with white, and those of the shoulder and rump with
brownizh yellow, davker in spring than in summer. The first
row of per® feathers are hn]]l' white, and black towards the
point ; the others are white, except those which lie upon the
last throe pen feathers, which are black, with a border of yel-
lowish brown. The tail is forked ; the thoeo first feathers
being white, with a black stripe at the point; the following
four black, edzed with yellow.

The female is somewhat smaller : the head and upper part
of the neck are white, with a mixture of yellow or cinnamon
brown ; ond spots of similar eolour form a kind of broken bhand
across the white breast.  The voung, which may be caught in
winter, ave known by the dark brown beak, and the back of
the same colour, bordered with greyish white. The youd
male is always speckled with yellowish brown at the back ¢f
the head ; the young female has yellow checks, and spots of
the same colour on the breast.

Obserzations.—In severe winters, these birds may be met
with in Germany, from December 6l May, especially in the
notth, where they even approach the villages. If atbention
wete paid to their movements, they might be observed every-
where in March on their rosd home; smd when snow f:{—l{,
might be seen on the highways, and in the fields, in company
with Larks. They may be canght with horse-dung, covered
with limed twigs; or on a spot which has been cleared from
enow, and strowed with cats. T kept a pair, which were
allowed torange the room, for six yeors, on the ondinary paste;
if confined in o cage, they must be fid on oats, millet, poppy,
hemp, or linseed.  They arc fond of bathing ; and are very
restloss birds, especially during the night.  Their ery is elear
and loud, resembling a whistle; their song is interrupted,
consisting of twittering notes, mixed with high noizy on
gradually desconding in the seale, and others, more like a Iy
broken whistle, It is, however, nol disagreeable. The
must be kept cool, as they are unable to bear even a modern
degree of heat.

Apnrmioxar.—This bird has been varionsly ealled the Tavwny,
Mountain, and Snow Bueting ; also ihe Snowflake, Snow-fowl,
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al-fowl : Macsiunivaay terms it the Snow Lark Bunting, and

leseribes it as “a neat and lively littlo bird, about the size of the
elfow Bunting, and nearly of the same form, the body compact.

e head of ordinary size, the wings rather long.”  The 23th of
September is the earliest period at which this naturalist has ob-
served these birds in Scotland, and that was in the Quter Hebri-
dea ; he supposes that they may oeeasionslly breed on the Ligher
Grampians, although he does not think it likely that the vast
flacks seen in the lower grounds in winter are exclusively of Seot-
tish origin,

*Towards the end of October, these birds make their appear-
ance along the cousts, or on the higher gronnds, of the south of
Seotland ; and about the same period in the south of England,
although there they are of muech less frequent occurrence.

* Assembled in large steaggling flocks, or scattercd in emall
detachments, they may be seen flyimg rather low along the shore,
somewhat in the manner of Larks, moving in an undulsting line
by means of repeated flappings and short intervals of cessation,

id uttering a soft and rather low ery, consisting of a lew mellow
mytes, nob unlike those of the Brown Linnet, but intermixed at
times with a sort of stifled sercam, or chirr. When they have
found a fitting place they wheel suddenly round, and alight rather
abruptly, on which oecasion the white of the wings and tail be-
comes very conspivuous. They run with great cnrcrity along the
eand, not by hops, like the Sparrows and Fiuches, but in 2 manner
resembling that of the Larks and Pepits ; and when thus oceun-
pied, it is not in peneral diffieult to approach them, so that speci-
mens are easily procured.  Indeed, 1t frequently happens that
they allow a person to walk up within five yards, or even less.

& @ * # ] @ - @

*# Although the American ornithologists speak of their alighting
on trees, I have never seen them perch on even a bush, or on any
other high place than a erag, the top of a wall, or a corn stack,

* in which respect they resemble our Fl':ald Lark. It is not olien,
however, that they alight on the stacks, for they prefer searching
the pround -'u'uunli them. In the villages along the const of East
Lothian, they are sometimes, in spring, nearly as common as
Sparrows, and almost as familiar. About Leith, where they are

nerally found in winter on the beach, even close to the pier,
lebey have a very different appearanee from that which they pre-

L in parts of the eountry remote from towns, for their plumage

as mueh soiled as that of the London Sparrows.

*About the middle of April, or sometimes a week Inter, these
birds disappear, and betake themaelves to their summer residence,
The nest and eges of this species are unknown fo me, and, indeed,
Lave not hitherto been detected in Britain.”

r2
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00, Tor Movsrars Boxriso.
Emberiza Menfana, Lix.  Orfclan de Moufagae, Bur, Der Bergam
Becn.

Description.— This bird is somewhat smaller than the pre-
ceding.  The beak is short, sivong, and yellow, with a black
tip. The head is almost four-cornered ; the frontal band is
light chestuut; the back of the head and the cheeks still
lighter. The nape of the neck and the back are ash-coloured, the
lutter being spotted with black, in which respect it resembles
the female Yellowhammer, The throat is white; the breast
and the region of the eyes n rusty red. Over the first is o
brownish red stripe, which shows itself in young birds ouly,
as an indistinet mark. The wing coverts are blackish grey,
the larger ones being edged with white. The five first pen
feathers are bleckish brown ; the rest white, and the poinis of
all striped with brown. The three exterior pen feathers 4
white, the rest dwk brown ; the feet are black.

In the female, the head is motiled with black, reddish ¥
low, and white ; the back of the neck is reddish yellow, finged
with grey; the belly the same colour, inelining to white,

Obsereations.—This hand=ome bird inhabits Nerfhern Europe,
Lut is by mo means common. In Thuringia, as well as in
other partz of Germany, especially after stormy weather and
detp snow, it may often be met on its retwn northwards, in
March. A pair are generally secn together, on the highways
and paths, seeking plantain seed and grains of corn in the
horsedung. It has a clear voice, and its song, though inter-
rupted, like the Yellowhammer, is not disegrecable,  Tfs call
is ¢ Troerr! Teoerr!" When confined either in an aviary or
a cage, it thrives on bread, oats, poppy and hemp sced. At
night, especially in pairing time, it is, like the Snow Bunting,
very uneasy, and utters its eall, however dark it may Be.

Some individuals of this specics are cccasionally met with,
which are reddish grey on the upper part of the body, yellow.
ish on the head, and spotted with dark brown on the back,
These are young birds.

The Mountain Bunting may be caught in the same mann

a3 the preceding species. i
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. 91. Toe Yrirowmauuen.
Emberiza Citrinella, Lax, Le Briand, Buyr, Der Goldammer, Becn.

Deseriplion.—Although this bird is so well known, a deserip-
tion of it is rendered necessary by the fact, that young males
and old females are often mistaken for cach other. It is six
inches and a half in length, of which the tail, which is forked,
measures three inches.  The beak is five lines long ; in summer a
dirty dork blue, in winter ash-coloured : the iris dark brown ;
the feet light brown, and nine lines in height. In old birds
the head is a beautiful light yellow, usually marked on the
checks and poll with a few dark olive brown spota. It is
a sign of very great age, if the head and neck be o pure golden
vellow. The nape of the neck s olive green ; the back hlack,
mixed with reddish grey; the rump orange. The throat and
wer part of the neek, and the belly, are a beautiful light
viellow ; the breast, especially at the sides, and the vent, are
spotted with orange and yellow. The lesser coverts are olive:
the larger and hindermost pen feathers black, tinged with rust-
colour ; the foremost pen feathers, blackish, with a margin of
groenish yellow.  The tadl feathers ave blackish ; the two ex-
ternal ones having on them a wedge-shaped white spot, and
the centre ones being edged with rust colour.
The female 15 somewhat smaller; and the head and the
cheeks are so covercd with brown, and the neck with olive
green spots, that hardly any yellow is perceptible. The breast
15 only spotted with rust eolour, and the wing coverts mottled
with reddish white. At a distance, therefore, the general ap-
pearance is rather grey than yellow.
Before the first moulting, the young males bear a close re-
semblance to old females, except that the throat is yellow ;
und that a yellow spot on the poll, and Jlﬁtrf?n of the same
colour over the eyes, 1s distinetly perceptible.  The breast and
p aleo are now decidedly orange, and less spotted.
th white and spotted varietics are occasionally met with,
abitaf.—The Yellowhammer inhabits the whele of Europe,
ell as the north of Asia. In summer it frequents groves
and thickets: but in antumn may be observed more in the
fields, and in winter haunts barns and siables.

When confined, it is usually allowed to range the room;
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but in places where it iz a rare, and therefore a valuod Lird
it is generally kept in o large bell-shaped cage.

Food —In summer it chicfly lives on inscets, especially cate
pillars, with swhich, like all birds of its species, it feeds it
voung. In sutumn and winter, however, it cats all kinds of
seed and grain, which, by the help of o kind of ridge on the
palate, it essily succeeds in shelling.  Bmall seeds, however,
such as poppy and rape sced, it swallows whele. Oats geem
to be its favourite food.

To keep the Yellowhmmmer healthy, it must have o change
of food: for cxample, oats, bread erambs, ment, poppy seed,
soaked hemp sced, & If, however, allowed to range the
room, it will thrive best on the second universal paste. T have
noticed that all which I have myself kept occasionally swallow
fresh black earth, I suppose in order to assist the proccss of
digestion. They are also fond of bathing. oy

Breeding —1t breeds twice a year: the first time, either
the end of May or the beginning of April. The nest is bui
in hedges, or bushes, or even in mossy places en the growwd,
of grass stalks artfully woven together, and is lined with horse
or cow hair. The female lays four or five eggs, in colonr ditly
white, spotted with light brown. When reared from the nest,
the males learn to imitate the song of the Finch, as well as
passages from that of other birds, :

Diseases,—Decline is the disease to which these birds are
most subject, though they aleo moult with great difficulty, and
often die during the process, The best prevention of this is to
foed them, during that critical period, with ants’ egga.

Mode of Tuling.—In winter, the Yellowhammeér may easily
be caught in gardens, cither by the clap net, with oats as a
bait, or by a sieve, propped up with a stick, to which a string
is attached. As soom as the bird is observed underneath the
sieve, the support is pulled away. 7They may sometimes be
decoyed by another bird into the barn-floor trap, and in spring
are not unfrequently caught by a bird-call. iy

Attractive Qualities.—The Yellowhammer isa beantifu) pi,
although in the course of the five or six years during v
may be kept alive in eonfinement, the golden yellow of 7 5
mure becomes continually paler.  Its song, though in no way “—
remarkable, is pleasant, It consists of seven or eight clear
notes, tee, tee, fee, tehes I all of which are alike, except the last,
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hich i at onee longer, and a thivd lower. This song, al-
hough not loud, may be heard at a considerable distunce. The
Towhammer, though lively and active in a stale of nature,
es shy and awkward in a cage or aviary.

Avmimio¥at,—This handsome, sprightly, and by no means
uncommon hird in this eountry,is sometimes known as the Yellow
Bunting; it is also ealled the Yellow Yeldring or Yoldring,
Yellow Yowley, Yellow Yite, Yeldrock or Yolkring, Skite, and
Devil's Bird. ~ It is, generally speaking, o favourite species, and
is very widely distributed, being found in most of 1|lu: wooded
and cultivated districts of Britain and Ireland, where it perma-
nently resides.  * Inautumn,” says Maceitrivaay, “ these birds
form large straggling flocks, w Eiq:h througly the winter often
mingle with Challinches, Green Linmets, Sparrows, and other
species, in open weather resorting to the Eefda, and perching af
intervuls on the hedges and bushes as well as on trees. When

: ground is covered with snow, they mug-re'!;al.: about houses,

d frequent corn-yards. Their flight is undulated, light, strong,

. d graceful, and “they alight abruptly, jerking out their tail-
feathers. In spring and summer tEc male chants a doleful sort
of ditty, composed of a few short, ahrill notes, concluded with a
protracted one. Towards the beginning of April, the winter as-
sociations break up, and they choose their pagtners without the
manifestation of angry feelings, they being less addicted to quar-
rel than most small birds.”

During ineubation, this author further informs us, these
Buntings evinee much anxiety about their charge, and when de-
prived of their eges or young, continne some daye about the
place, chanting at intervals their dolorous ditty, which, although
unaltered in its notes, must doubtless be meunt 88 on expression
of their gricf. In some parts of Scotland it is interpreted as sig-
nifying * Deil, deil, deil take ye,’ that is, the cruel nesters; and
for this resson, probably, the Yellow Bunting is named the
Devil's Bird. : "

“When perclied on a tree, especially in windy weathery they
crouch close to the twigs, draw in their neck, and keep the tail
declined,  After pairing, the male is frequently seen on o bush

tree, moving his tail by sudden jerks, by which it is raised

d at the same time elightly expanded. Iis notez are then
lutm.'l].}' two {:I!i.rpa., followed by a barsher note: elif, ehit, chirr,

ith considerable intervals, When feeding in the stubblo fields,

ey advance by very short leaps, ‘I'f!ﬂ.l their brensta nearly
touching the ground ; when apprehensive of danger, crouch mo-
tionless; and when slavmed, give intimation to cach otber by



216 THE COMMOX, OR CORN OUNTING.

means of their ordinary short note. They are generally mo
shy than Chatlinelies, but less so than the Corn Buntings.”

92, Tne Commox, on Cony Bustixa.
Emberiza Millarda, Lixs. Proyer, Duy, Dep Grerstenammer, BecH.

Deseryption.—This bird, which is found throughout Europe
and the northern parts of Asia, has not even the recommenda-
tions for a Cage-bird possessed by the last mentioned, as it is
distinguished neither for beauty of plumage nor of song.  Ttis
rather larger than a Skylark, to which in eolour it bears a
strong resemblance, being seven inches and o half in length,
of which the tail measures three inches. The beak is short
and thick, six lines in length, and, like the fect, greyish brown,
though in summer the lower mandible is yellow. The feet are
ten lines high. The whole upper part of the body is a pale
reddish groy, the lower part yellowish white, both, as in-the
Lark, being spotted with blackish brown. The pen and ta
feathers are dark brown, the exterior tail feathers having
them a wedge-shaped whitish spot.

The female is somewhat lighter.

Habitaf—In some parts of Germany this bird is very com-
mon throughout she year; others are only visited by it, in its
pissages from northern countries, where it eannot survive the
winter’s eold. In March it may be seen in company with the
Larks. It prefers the level country to the woods, and in
meadows, or by the side of roads, may often be noticed perched
on a willow tree, a large boundary stone, or even a elod,

When confined, it may cither be allowed to range the room,
or he kept in a large Lark's cage.

Food,—When wild, its food is the same as that of the Yel-
lowhammer ; in the aviary it may be fod o onts, millet, and
dhe wsnal dict. Tt is, however, a more delicate bird than the
Yellowhammer.

Lreeding.-—The Corn Bunting usnally builds among the long

grass, underneath bushes, but the nest does not rest npon the

ground. It 18 constructed of grass stalks, and lined with haif,
It generally contains four or five eggs, ashen grey in colour,
marked with spots and etripes of black and reddish brown.

Mods of Taling.—In autumn this bird may be taken in the
barn-floor trap, by help of a decoy; in spring with a bird-call:
in winter, near a barn or stable, by a net, or limed twigs,

L

|
y
|
|
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Y Attractive Qualitics.—The song of the male is shorter and
oss sweet than that of the Yellowhommer, and may be ex-
mad by the following sylables, i, T, Ted, Direils ! From

M. harshness with which the last is given, this bird has ae-
quired, in some parts of the conntry, the nume of the Stocking-
WEAVEL,

AvprrroRat.—With us this bird is & permanent resident, and
in many parts of the country extremely plentiful; “it fre-
quents,” says MacGILLIvRAY, * opon pastures, grass, and corn-
fieldz, and n its distribulion seems peculine to enltivated land
or its vicinity, scarcely ever appearing on moors or mounlain
pastures. It iz more abundant in the outer Hebrides than any
other part of the couniry that L have visited, and there, is gene-
rally known by the name of the Sparrow. *Towards the end of
autumn, these Buntings collect into small flocks, and search the
gtubble for seeds of various kinds, espeeinlly oats and wheat.
Fredquently at this season they sit close, like the Larks, and al-

w & person to come near before they fly off; but for the most

art they are shy, and not easily approached. In winter, espe-
ciglly in cold or boisterous weather, they appear near houses,
and mingle in the stack yards with the Sparrows, Yellow Bunt-
ings, and Larks, and other small birds ; but they are not so gre-
garious ax these species, and are very seldom met with in large
flocks. Their flight is strong, capable of being long protracted,
undulated, being performed by alternate beatings and cessations,
but heavier and more steady and divect than that of the Yellow
Bunting. When surprised in a field, or roused from a corn-
vard, they fly off with a direet rapid motion ; but often when an
individunl, which has been resting on a twig 'or wall-top, starts
away, it allows its feet to hapg for a short time before it com-
menees its bounding flight. I believe there is no other bird of
the order with us that has this habit, # . # -

* The song of this Bunting, such as it is, may be heard ocea-
sionglly ut all seasons, especinlly in calm weather, but during the
breeding time it is more R‘C uent, and then the male, perched on
awall, astone, a twig, ora tall herbaceous plant, especially a dock,
or a bur, continues to uiter at short intervals his singular ery,
which, although not lond, extends to a great distance.”

Exarr, in his Jowraal of a8 Nofwralisf, thus deseribes o de-

ructive habit which he considers is peeuliar to this bird. “In

B winter ecason it will frequent the stacks in the farm-yard, in
coilipany with others, to feed wpon any corn that may be found
seatfered about; but little inclined to any association with man,
it prefera those situations which are most lonely and distant from
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the village. It could hardly be supposed ihat this bird, ngt
larger than a Lark, is capable of deing sevious injury ; vet I fhils
morning witnessed a rick of barley, standing m a ditached 4
entirely stripped of s thatehing, which this Bunting effected I
seizing the end of the straw, and deliberutely drawing it out, to i
senrch for any grain the ear tlliﬁht vel contain ; the base of the 1
L
!
-

rick being entirely survounded by the straw, one resting on the
ground, the other againgt the mow as ik slid down from the sum-
mit, snd rogularly placed ns if by the hand ; and so completely
was the thatehing pulled off, that the imwediate removal of the
corn became necesdary.  The Sparrow and other birds burrow
into the stack and pitfer the corn ; but the deliberate operation
of unreoling the edifice, appears to be the Labit of this Buniing

alone. i

93. Tone Onrroraw Boxrove. |

Emleriza fHortulena, Lax. L Orfolan, Bur. Dor Garlensmmer, Beomn.

Deseription.—An cxnct deseription of this bird is the maro
neeessary, ns both naturalists and birdsellers give the name Fif
Ortolan to many distinet species. Under this nome the latter
offer for sale all rare birds which scem ot all allied to this
Bpecies.

The Ortolan is about the size of the Yellowhammer, although
hoving a wider brenst, and stronger benk. It is abont six
inches and a half in length, of which the tail méasures two
inches and a half. The beak is six lincs long, and flesh-co-
loured ; the iris dark brown ; the feet ten lines in height, and
flesh-coloured. The head and neck are a greyish olive; the
throat, and & stripe which passes from the lower corner of
the beak down the meck, bright yellow. The back and the
gcapulars are reddish brown, spotted with black; the rump
dirty groyish brown. The under part of the body is reddish
yellow, mottled with Iight brown; the pen feathers dark
brown, edoed some with yellowish red, other with grey.  The
,tail is blackish ; the two exterior feathers having on them a %
wedge-shaped white speck ; and the others being bordered with.
yellowish red. /

The female iz somewhat smaller; the head and neck
tinged with grey, and marked with long blackish lines; t
reast i3 also less brown; and the whole plumage lighter.

In the young males, before mounlting, the throat is adull *
yellow, mixed with grey; the breast and belly are reddish
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yellow, sprinkled with grey. They are not mnlike young
Collowhammers ; though a conncisscur is able to distinguish
Frven the sexes, even in the nest,

There are also white, yvellowish white, and in the aviary,
even black varicties of this bird.

Habitat—In a wild state the Ortolun inhabits the southern
and temperate regions of Furope, snd is not uncommon in
many parts of Germany. An attentive observer will, however,
remark that it is constuntly upon the meve; as in its passage
from one elimate to another, it mukes froquent halts, and never
takes long flights at onee. This route is so uniform, that we
may calculate upon secing them every spring in the spot where
they have been once observed. They fly in families rather than
in flocks. They arrive in Germany about the end of April, or the
beginning of May, when they may be seen in gardens, or in

fields, in which are groves or bushes. Near breeding-time

ey frequent gardens and groves in the neighhonrhood of ex-

tUnsive forests, especially il millet be cultivated in elgse prox-

imity. In August they fly in families into the open country,
and leave us after the oats have been guthered in.

The Ortolan is sometimes, a8 a rare and valuable bird, pro-
vided with a handsome cage; though it is frequently also
allowed to range the room with other birds.

Food.—TIn a wild state it eats not only all kinds of insects, *
but also millet, onts, buck wheat, hempseed, &,

If confined in a cage, it may be fed with millet, poppy seed,
and shelled oats: if allowed fo run about, it is content with
the usnal paste. It is, however, a delicate bird, which we
rarely succeed in preserving abeve four years at most. i

Diseases.—The discase most frequently fatal to the Ortolan
is atrophy, or decline.

Mode of Taking.—In spring these birds may be ensily at-
tracied fo the decoy bush by one of their own species, or a
female Yellowhammer.

In August a small arca of turf, near bushes, like that in-

ded for the capture of Chaffinches, should bie cleared, sur-

ol with a low hedge, and covered with oat cars, Near

is should be placed one or mere decoy birds; and also ane,
rotind whose wings is fustened a band of soft leather, which
again is attached by a string to a peg in the ground, so that
the bird hss freedom of motion within certain preseribed limits.
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Tt should be provided with plenty of food and watcr, so as
deceive the wild birds into the belief that they sco one
their comrades in a place of abundance. This Lind of -6
hird iz often more nseful than any other. The eall of thesa;,
tolan iz faeel, tzedl ! gye, gwe ! gay, gay ! pek, pok !

<Attractive Qualifies.—Not only the beautiful shape and plu-
mage of the Ortolan render it valuable in the eves of the oma-
teur, but also its clear and flute-like song, '.'-'}hil::h resembles
that of the Yellowhammer, except that the concluding notes
are o tone or two lower, °

These birds have long been known, and fattened as a great
delicacy. For this purpose they are generally kept in a room
artificially lighted, so that there may be no distinetion between
night and day, and fed with oats, millet, and bread, mixed
with good spice.  On this diet they soon become mere lumps
of fat, of about three ounces in weight, and would indecd
be suffocated by their own fat, if not killed at once.

AppiTioxar.—This is sometimes called the Greenheaded Bud-
ting; it oceurz in this country only as a straggler ; it was first
firured by Browx, in his flustrations af Zoo?ogf. from a
living specimen, whicl was taken in Mary-le-bone Fields by a
London bird-catcher ; another specimen was taken at sen, a few
miles off the Yotkshire eoast; and two others, one killed near
Manchester, and the other taken near London, make wp about
the sum of those which English naturalists have had an oppor-
tunity of examining.

94. Toe Cmi Bustmg.

Male. Emberiza Efecathorar, Bren.  Female. Emberiza Cirlys, Lis.
Bruant de fHaye, Bor.  Der Zounammer, Becn,

Deseription.—This bird, which is rare in many parts of Ger-
many, but common in Thuringia, is almost as large as a Yel-
lowhammer, being five inches and a half in length, of which
the tail measures two inches and a half,.  The beak is small,
much compressed : on the upper mandible brownish blue, on
the lower light brown; the feet cight lines in height, angd
flesh-colour. The upper part of the head and neck are oliy
green, marked with small black stripes; and a bright yello
streak runs from the upper eorner of the Leak, beneath ¥
eyes, fo the middle of the neek, A second streak Tims down
{rom th: corner of the lower mandible, which is crossed by a
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ihlack one, which passes underncath the yellow streak under
-us, and loses 1tsclf in the black of the throat. The back
small wing coverts are cinnamon brown, mixed with
~Aotack and golden yellow; the rump festhers are olive green
striped with black. ‘The larger wing eoverts und pen frathers
are blackish grey ; the former, as well as the hindmost pen
feathers, being edged with brown, and the foremest pen fea-
thers with greenish yellow. The fail is rather forked and
black ; except that the two anterior feathers have each a wedge
shaped white spot on them, and all arc edged with greenish
ellow. Bencath the neck is a golden yellow spot; the breast
14 a beautiful olive green, inclining, towards the sides and
belly, fo light brown ; the rest of the lower part of the bedy ie

golden yellow,

Thy plumage of the female is far lighter ; the head and

- __upeer part of the neck are olive green, but more marked with
k: the back is light brown; the rump more marked with
3 1 . the tail rather greyish blue than black. A yellow
stripe passes both above and below the eye; and between these
goes a black line, which unites with a black border round the
checks. The throat is brownish; there is a light yellow
spot beneath the neck ; the breast is light olive, spotted with
brown at the sides; the rest of the under part of the body is
light yellow.

Before the first moulting, the young are spotted with light
brown and black on the upper part of the body. The under
part of the body is light yellow, striped with black, and the
older they are, the more decidedly olive green becomes the
breast,

Iabitat.—These birds are natives of the southern and tem-
perate regions of Europe, where they may be seen in gardens,
groves, and thickets. They are birds of passage, departing in
November, and returning in April. They seem fond of the

_ company of the Common Chaffinch. -

In confinement they require the same trentment as the Or-

Food.—1In a wild state the food consists principally of the
illars of the cabbage moth and other msects : of wheat,
barley, oats, millet, and hemp seed.
Breeding—The nest, which is built of grass stalks, lined
with hair, is placed in road-side hedges and bushes. The female
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wsually lays four or five greyish cggs, mottled and spotted with
reddish brown.  Towsnls the end of July the young by
may he observed abroad, espeeially in cabbage ficlds, a
neighbourhood of willow trees, i

The bird may be taken in the same manner, and 18 subject
to the same discases as the Ortolan.

_Attractive Qualities—The male is a very handsome Lird ;
but its song has nothing remarkable in it. 1t is like that of the
Yellowhammer, and may be expressed by the syllables {=i3,
tzis, fzin! Gerr, gerr, gerrd The call is Thi, f20! Toay, fzirr !
1t is casy to tame, and will live from four to six years in con-
finement.

Apprrrowar.—The Cirl Bunting was first identified and de-
seribed a8 o DBritish bied, by Cor. Mosntagun, in the winter of
1500 ; soon after which, ihis’ discriminnting and indefutigable na-
turalist, as Munie justly terms him, discovered the nest of* Lia
bird, which must be songht for prineipally in the southern E
glish counties, where it is permanently resident, fre uenting opt
astures, grass, and corn fields, and building ami the grov d
herbage and low bushes.

According to Mvpie, * In winter the Cirl Buntings associate
with the Yellow Buntings, which they resemble in their man-
ners, their notes, and partially also, in their appearance, only
they are rather smaller, their air i3 softer, and their colours
are more varied, and perhaps, upon the whole, finer. The voice,
oo, is not 2o loud or harsh, and the chirp of the fomale is par-
ticularly soft. It appears to be rather more an insectivorous
bird than the more common species.”

95. Tur Foorrsm Bowrise.

Ewberiza Cia, L1x. Le Brugnt Fou, Brr. Der Zipzmmer, Becu.

The Foolish Bunting is somewhat smaller than the Yellow-
hammer, being six inches in length, of which the tail measures
two inches and o half. The beak is five lines long, very pointed,
blackizh above and greenish below ; the ivis is blackish-brown 3
the feet nine lines in height, and a brownish flesh-colour ; the
head is ashen grey, spotted with red, but marked in the mid
with small black stripes, and having an indistinet streak
the same colour on ench side. The cheeks are light gfey,
and a dirty white stripe, beginning at the nosirils, passes
ohove the eyes; asecond stripe, which is black, runs between

P ——— T



TIE FOOLIST BUNTING, 223

-

e eyes, and unites with o third of similar colour, which be-
5 at the lower corner of the beak, and encircles the cheeks,
ck iz lwownish red, spotted with black ; the rump o
ight reddish brown. The throat is light grey; the rest of
the lower part of the body rust-colour, which is lishtest on the
belly.  The lesser wing eoverts are durk grey ; the other foa-
thers of the wings chiefly black; the foremost pen feathers
are, however, edged with red: and the rest, as well os the
lower coverts, have a broad margin of rust colour. The
second row of coverts is tipped with reddish white, which
iroduces a stripe of similar colour on the wings. The tail is
lack, and somewhat forked ; the two outcr feathers have a
white wedge-shaped spot on the inner plume, and the two
centre ones are tipped and bordered with dark 1mist colonr,

The female is havdly distinguishable from the male, Her

headis grey, tinged with red, and spotted with black ; itis also
B ked like that of the male, but the streaks are less distinet,

afed are either dirty white or dark brown. The grey of the
throat is also tinged with red, and streaked with black, and the
under part of the body is in general lighter than that of the
male,

Hfabitat.—This bird is fond of solitude, and is found through-
out the mountain distriets of the south of France, Italy, and
Austria. During some winters it leaves these countries, and
in March and April has been caught among the mountains of
Central Giermany.

1In confinement it may either be kept in a cage, or allowed to
range the room ; the latter method of treatment seems to sujt
it best, especially if o cormer be protected by a groting, in
which it can take refuge and pass the night.

" Food.—In a wild state it foeds, like most birds of its £po-

cies, on secds and insects. In confinement it thrives on the

food already preseribed for the Ortolan. A ]air in my possps-

sion have thus been presorved in health for six yrars.

 Alode of Tuking.—This bird may casily be deeoyed, by help

off a Yellowhammer, to the lime-bush and barn-floor trap ;
indeed, has received its name from its want of cantion in

to nets and springes.

<ftractive Qualities.—The Foolish Buntings are handsome,
lively birds. Throughout the winter their eloar call, ke, fze !
is heard without intermission: and from spring to aufumn, their
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gong, Tte, tae, (zivr, teived vesembles that of the Yellowhamme
though shorter, and purcr in tone. 1t is very friendly W)
the Yellowhammer if confined in the same cage, and manaf
a preference fur the =ime foed.

a6, Tur Reen Boxtixo.

Fuiberiza Sehouilies, Lax, Orfolan de Roseany, Buy, Der Nokranoer,
Hecn.

Deseription.—This bird, which is about the size of the Com-
mon Sparrow, is five inches and three-quorters in length, of
which the tail measures two inches and a half.  The beak is
four lines long, black on the upper side, and whitish below ;
the iris dark brown; the feet nine lines in height, and dark
flesh-colour, The head is black, sparingly spotfed with red,
and round it, beginning from the lower mandible, runs g white
stripe, broadest at the cheeks, and narrowest at the nape of {
neck, The back of the neck is ashen grey ; the back is black,
gpotted with rust-colour and white ; the rump alternately grey,
and reddish yellow. The throat is black, spotted with white;
the rest of the lower part of the body dirty white, spotted on
the breast and sides with brown. The small wing coverts are
rust-coloured ; the larger are black, but bordered in some places
with rust-colour, and in others with white. The pen feathers
are dark brown, edged with light rust-colour ; the tail is forked
and black ; the two outer feathers having on the outer plume
a large wedge-shaped white spot, and the centre feathers being
edged with yellowish brown.

In the aviary, the head of the male becomes lighter in
colour after every moulting, and sequires, in addition, a red- |
dish brown tinge,

In the female, the head is rusty brown, spotted with black ;
the cheeks are also brown, and a reddish white stripe passes
over the eves, uniting itself with a second of similar colour,
which begins at the lower corner of the beak, and surrounds
the cheeks. A blackish brown stripe passes down each sidle
of the neck.  The throat and lower part of the body are
dish white, with numerous stripes of blackish brown om
breast; the colour of the back is lighter and less pure th
the male.

Ifabitat —This bird inhabits not enly the whole of Europe,

in
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far as Sweden, but Northern Asin olso. It is a bird of
ssage, departing during the menth of October in small flocks,
feturning in March, in much greater numbers. The sexes

: separated in these migrations, which hos probably given rise
to the ineorreet statement that only the males are birds of pos-
sage. In winter they muy be ocensionally seen in company
with the Yellowhammer, They frequent marshy ond reedy
places, on the banks of streams and ponds ; and though seldom
seen on trees, are said to elimb up and down the bulrushes and
tall reeds. .In the aviary, they may either be confined in &
cage, or allowed to range the room.

Fhod. —The Reed Bunting feeds not only on insects, but on
reed, rush, and grass seeds.

When in confinement, it is exceedingly fond of the first uni-
versal paste mixed with poppy seed, and thrives on this diet
for Siwe or six years, though, at the expiration of thet period,
4 I have frequently remarked, they generally die of atrophy,

geald head.

Hreeding.—It builds its nest near the water, omong reeds
and rushes, and usually lays five or six eggs; these are grey-
ish white, and marked with spots and indistinet streaks of
dark grey, and blackish brown.

Mode of Taking.—In sutumn, the Reed Bunting may be
caught in the Chaffinch trap. It is found in the spriog, when
showers of snow are falling, in company with the Yellow-
hammer, near barns and dung-hills, and may be caught there,
as well as in ecleared spots in the fields, with nets and limed
twigs. Its call is Jfes, Jer ! and it sometimes cries Beiteha f in o
loud note.

Altractive Qualitics.—The song of the Reed Bunting is al-
ternately low and shrill, and by its simple notes, Tifs, foofe!—
interrupted by an oceasional harsh ery of Reifsh /—may be dis-
tinguished from that of every other bird. It sings throughout
the summer, by night as well as by day. It is the tamest of
all Buntings, and is especially fond of music, This charac-
gistic, which I have remarked in many different birds, mani-

itself by o fearless approach to the instrument, and a
tinual spreading out and closing of the tail and wing fea-
, apparently the expression of delight. The song of the
female is not so Joud as that of the male,
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Appimiosan.—The Reed Sparrow is a term sometimes i
properly a plied to this bird, which is also known as the W
Sparrow, J’m Black-headed or Ring Bunting, the Ring Bird
Ring Fowl, and the Chink. It is described by MacoILnives
* frequenting marshy places, where it is seen perched on the
lows, reeds, sedges, and other aquatic plants. Its flight is rapid
and undulatory, and it alichts abruptly, expanding its tail, when
the white of that part beeomes conspicuous,  Although station-
ary in England, it is migratory in most parts of Seotland, de-

crting in Oetober, and reappearing about the beginning of April.

n winter these Buntings form small loose flocks, which break
up townrds the end of March, when the different pairs betake
themselres to their summer haunts.”  The same author observes,
“ that it is a very active bird, and that its song, which can searcely
be ealled pleasant, consista of several short notes suceceded by o
long one, being somewhat similar to that of the Yellow Bunting,
though less harsh.” ;

Mt gives o very characteristic sketch of the habits o
handsome und interésting birds, which sre entitled to a hnje
rank in the scale of intelligence, as the following anecdoRk,
related by Woop in his British Song Birds, will show. * Sofne
vears ago, when walking with a friend, I remember secing
twa of these hirds in an osier bed, the male perched erect
at the summit of a willow stem, and his mate remaining
beneath, or only oecasionally coming within view. On our
entering the osiers, they both flew around us in great alarm,
mostly in silence, but sometimes uttering o low mournful kind
of note, at the snne time darting suddenly about the hedge and
willow stems, as if impatient for our immediate departure ; and
their manners were so different from those commonly cbserved
in the species, that we were eonvinced that there must be a
nest thereabouts. I was well aware of the difficulty of finding
the little tenement in & situntion of that kind, and aecordingly
we hoth of us began to move in different directions, in order
to discover by the actions of the birds where their treasare
lay. My friend traversed one gide of the osier bed, and my-
gelf the other; but still the loving and faithful couple remamed
in precisely the same spot, where the jusetion of two hedge-
rows formed o corner; and we therefore concluded, naturally
enough, that in that spot all their hopes were centered.  Buj o
eloge and minnte investigation of the whole corner, during whise
time we laid the ground completely bare, revealed nothing to
At length, a full hour after the commencement of our labow
Lit upon the nest by mere chanee, at exnetly the opposite end 1o
that at which the Heed Buntings had been, and uLiH Werg, prose-
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N 2 i
ting their whinings and mancuvres, which now proved beyond

oubt, what T had never before suspected, that the birds” had
-all the time endeavouring to atiract our attention towards
m, instead of towards their nest.”

97. Tne Srancow Drxrmve.

Emberiza Passering, Lix. Orfolan Passerin, Dur. Der Sperling-

saminter, DE.

Description.—This epecics has probably been confounded
with the preceding, or it would have been better known in
Germany, where it is not rare in the spring and autumn, It
15 zomewhat smaller and move slender than the Reed Bunting,
and is five inches long, of which the tail mensures two inches
and @ half, The beak is black on the upper side, and light
brown below ; the iris is dark chestuut; the fect nine lines in
height, and of o dusky flesh-colowr. The plumage resembles
insineral that of the fomale Reed Bunting,

In the male, the top of the head is o reddish rust colour,

wed with olive groy, and spotted with black, from the ori-
ginal colour of the feathers, which shines through, A dirty
reddish white stripe begins from the nestrils, passes over, and

artly encircles the eyes, behind which it increases in width.
I'he temples are chestnut brown, with a glimmering shade of
black, which on the sides of the neck beeomes a deeided black
gpof. A yellowish white stripe runs from the lower corner of
the beak, half way down each side of the neck, and loses ifself
behind the temples, in the reddish white streak above the eyes.
The throat is black, mottled with grey ; the reet of the lower
part of the body is greyish white, spotted on the sides with
brown. The vent is white; the back of the neck olive grey,
tinged with red. The smaller wing coverts are o fine reddizh
rust colour ; the larger black, with broad edges of rust eolour,
The pen feathers are blackish, with a margin of olive grey,
whichin the hindmost becomes rust colour.  The tail is forked
and black, the two outer feathers having o wedge-shaped whito
spot, and the centre ones being edged with rust colour.
The plumage of the female s generally lighter than that of
e male.  There are no black stripes on the top of the head ;
t similar stripes to thoso in the male pass over the eyes, and
own the sides of the neck. On each side a blackish brown
streak passés from the chin to the middle of the neck. The
throat and all the lower part of the body are a dirty reddish

q 2
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white ; though the vent is lighter in colour, and the breast ang
gides are covered with fine reddish brown lines. The bac
the neck is reddish grey, and the back is covered with™
specks, of reddish groy and black.

Tn the aviary, the top of the head in the male becomes = 7,
lighter, and resembles that of the female, as shove described.
The lower part of the neck also changes to whitish grey, longi-
tudinally epotted with blackish brown.

fibeereations.—The favourite haunts of this bird are the re-
cesses of thick bmshy groves, among the mountains. Itisa
bird of passage, which quits us in November, and returns in
April. It is not uneommon in Thuringin, especially about the
period of migration ; though formerly it was supposed to in-
habit Russia ouly. In a wild state it feeds upon insects, and
varions kinds of grass-seed; and when confined, may be treated
like the Reed Bunting; to which bird it also bears a strong
resemblance in its song, which is not loud, but plessant; =
it may be caught in the same manncr. Its call 1s Se/ sa/

(B.) FOREIGN BUNTINGS.

08, Toe Waipan Dowrtixe.

Emberiza Paradizea, Lix. Veups & Collier d'Or, Bur., Der Paradiesam-
mer, Beou.

Description.—This rare and beautiful bird, called the Widow,
on account of its colour (or, aecording to others, from Whidah,
an African fortress, in the neighbourhood of which it is com-
mon’), is about the size of o Linnet ; its length to the lateral
tail-feathers is five inches and a half. The beak is lead-co-
loured, the iris chestnut, the feet flesh-coloured. The head,
chin, feont of the neck, back, wings, and tail are black. The
back of the neck is light orange; the breast, the upper part af
the belly, and the thighs, WE!{.IE.‘; the vent black. The twe
centre tail-feathers are four inches long, very broud, and endin;
in a long thresd: the two next are thirteen inches long, v
broad in the middle, but marrower at the end, and somew
pointed,  From the middle of this shaft rises another 1
filament. The other tail-feathers are only two inches and a
guarter in length; the two nearest the centre are somewhut
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rgent, like the tail of a eock, wavy, aud more glossy than
st
o female is dark brown, or nearly black, but does not ot-
her full plumage till the third year. When young, she
pmbles the male in his winter attive.

These birds monlt twice o year, and the male is without his
long tail-feathers for six months., The first moulting, when he
loses them, is in November. He then assumes lis winter
plumage, of mixed black and red; the head being striped with
bleck and white. The eccond moulting takes place late in the
spring, but the tail-feathers are rarely perfict before June.

Obssrvations.—Theso beautiful birds come from Angola, and
other parts of Africa; they are lively, almost constantly in
motion, and take great delight in bathing, and trimming their
feathers. Their song is rather melancholy, and not loud, yet
onAhe whole agreenble.  They live from six to twelve years;

d become fond of canary-seed, millet, and barley-meal, though

weasionally requiring green food. They must be kept o
Liigze cage, or the long tail will be rubbed off.

99, Tre Doursrcax BoxTive.

Emberizg Serena, Lin. La Feupe Dowinicaine, Bor, Der Domini Kaner-
amamer, Brou.

Deseription.—This speeics is smaller than the foregoing,
being only six inches and three quarters in length. The beak
is red; the feet grey; the upper part of the head black, with
the exception of the poll, which is orauge white, and is con-
nected with a similar colour on the whele lower part of the
body. The feathers on the nape of the neek and back ure black,
edred with dusky white. The under wing coverts are white,
which causes the wings, when folded, to appear entircly of
that colour, though therest of them is black.  The pen feathers
are edred with white. The tail is black, having the two
centre feathers pointed at the end, and more than two inches
onger than the others, which gradually decrease in length
wards the sides, Those next to the centre pair are tipped
ith white ; and the two exterior feathers are white on the
er plume, and on the outer light orange.

The female 18 entirely brown, and the tail feathers are of
equal length. Like the preceding species, this bird moults
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twieo a year; during which process it loscs its long tail feath
and the white of its plumnge becomes dusky. -

bzerrations.—The Dominiean Bunting is a native of
anid & rarer and more costly bind than the Whidah Bunt
It requires, however, similar treatment.  Its song is cxceedingty
agreeable.

100. Toe Smarr-TArnen Bostmve,

Emberiza Regia, Lix, Vewve & Qualre Brins, By, Der Konigsdmmer, Bren.

Deseription.—This bird, also, is rarer than the Whidah
Bunting. It is scarcely so large, measuring to the short fea-
thers of the tail only four inches and a half. The beak and
feet are red ; the upper part of the body black ; the side of the
head, the eves, the neck, and the lower part of the body, a
vellowish red ; the back of the neck spotted with black: the
under gide of the thighs and the vent black. The four midﬁi&"
feathers of the tail are from nine to ten inches long, and foe
thered only for two inches from the end, the remaining pars
being a bare quill.  The others are similar in form, and brown
and black.

The female is brown, and has no long tail feathers. The
winter plumage of the male is grey, like the Linnet, but sorae-
what brighter in eolour.

Oibservations.—These birds are brought to England, Holland,
and Germany, from the coast of Africa. They are as pleasant
Cage-birds a3 the two preceding specics, and are also eapital
songsters.

101. Toe Iwpiso Boxzmvs.
Emberiza Cyanea, Lix. Le Ministre, Bur. Der Tndige Amorer, Bren,

Deseripéion.—This bird, about the size of a Siskin, is five
inches long.  The beak is o dark lead eolour; the feet brown,
The whole plumage is a beautiful blue, being darkest and
brightest on the top of the head. The large pen feathers are,
brown, with blue edzes; the tail of a lighter tinge of brown,

The female is very like the Linnet in colour; a 1o
which, at the period of monlting, applics also to the male, fr
the blue iz characteristio of the perfect plumage, He may,
however, be distinguished from his mate by the more brownish
grey hue on the sides of his wings.
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Observations.—These birds are natives of Carolina, but are

common in New York, where they visit the orchards,

m in bloom, at the beginning of April. They chiefly fre-

ent hilly districts, Their song, which is not unpleasant,

reseimbles that of the Linnet. They may be kept in a bell-

shaped eage, and fed on millet, eanary, poppy, and crushed
hemp seed.

102. Tne Pamsten Boxrixe.

Emberiza Ciris, Lax.  Ferdier de la Lowisione, Bur,  Der Gemalte
Awmimer, Do,

JDeseription.—This bird is about the size of & Linnet, being
five inches and one-third in length. The beak is greyish
brown ; the iris nut brown ; the foet brown; the head ond
neck violet; the cirele of the eyes red.  Tho upper part of the
_ haik, and the scapulars, are yellowish green ; the under part of

e same, the rump, and sll the lower portion of the body,

ol. The smaller wing coverts are violet brown, with o tinge

of red ; the larger are pale green. The pen feathers are

brown, some edged with grey, others with red. The tail 15

brown : the two cemtre feathers being of o reddish huoe, and
having the outer plume of the others of the same colour.

The fomale is pale green on the npper part of the body ; on
the lower, yellowish green; the pen feathers, as well as the
tail, brown, edzed with green.

As this ird does not obtain ifts full plumage till the third
venr, it must naturally pass through several changes of hue.
At first, male ond female are uniform in colour. In the
secomd year, the heod of the male becomes blue; the rest of
the plumage is blueish green, with the exception of the wings
and tail, which are brown, bordered with blueish green. About
{he same time, the feathers of the fomale aequire a strong tinge
of Blue. Besides all this, they moult twice o year, so that it
is po wonder that two birds are rarcly sern exactly similar to
one another.  Individual birds are alse found, in which all the
lower part of the body, except & red spot on the breast, is yel-
owish ; o colowr which, in the moulting scason, changes tu
Tiite.

(Msereations,—The Painted Bunting is a native of all the
warmer parts of Canada, and as far south as Mexico, Drazil,
and Guiana, though in Carclina none are found less than 130
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miles from the sea. They are only to be scen in summer, @
build chicfly on orange or similar trees.  Many of these b
have been brought to Europe in English and Duteh ships;
the atterupt to make them breed, has succoeded with th
confined in garden aviaries sufficiently spacious to muf:f'..
oranga trees, on which they have built. They may be fed
with millet, endives, poppy, and canary seed, on which they
will live for ecight yews, or more. Their song is soft and
agrecable.

(1) INDIGENDUS FINCHES.

103. Toe Cearrsen.

Fringille Celebs, Lix. Pingon, Bur. Der Gemeine oder Buckfink, Breu,

Deseription.—It is well known that the Chaffinch, on aceouat
of its beautiful and extroordinary song, is the favourite of mos
persons who keep birds. - Im Thuringin, especially, the
gion for these birds is carried to so great an extent, and the bird-
catehers are therefore so eager in its pursuit, that it is very rare-
to hear one in the woods with even a tolerable song. If any
such should migrate from & neighbouring distriet, it is imme-
diately taken by the fowler; and the young birds, thus de-
prived of their natural teachers, grow up into very indifferent
gongsters. It might therefore seom almost superflucus to give
a full description of this very familiar bird, were it not for the
sike of beginners, as well as for the uniformity of the work,
and the oheervations which I may find oceasion to introduce.

The Chaffineh iz about the size of a House Sparrow, being
six inches and one-third in length, of which the tail measures
two inches end three quarters. The beak, which is conical,
as i5 the ease with all, birds of this genus (Freingilla), is
white in winter, but at the time of pairing, when the bird
begins o eing, it beeomes dark blue, and remains eo till the
moulting season.  The eolour of the beak is therefore o sign
whether or no the bird has begun to sing.  The iris 18 chestnut
brown ; the feet are nine lines in height, and blackish hrown
The claws are vory sharp, and must be ent cvery six week
a2, if this be not done, the bird is apt fo get entangled, on
sometimes losee its life in this manner. The forehead 12 black:
the top of the head, and nape of the neck, greyish blue; and
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very old birds dark blue, with a very few feathers standing
o nocrest.  The upper part of the back is chestnut brown,
1 with olive green; the lower part of the back, and the
mp, are Siskin green.  The cheeks, throat, breast, and belly,
are o reddish chestuut brown, finged with white fowards the
vent.  ‘The shanks are grey; the pen feathers bordered on the
guter plume with green, on the inner with white, and white
' also at the root. The smaller coverts are white; the larger
black, tipped with white, from which arise two white stripes
across the upper part of the wing. The tail feathers are
black : the two in the centre being tinged with ashen grey,
and the two on tho outside having ench & large wedge-shaped
white spot.  All have a hardly perceptible border of green.

After the moulting scason, and at the beginning of winter,
almost all these colours grow lighter; the forchead is dark
bggwn ; the top of the head, and nape of the neck, inclining to
vish and olive brown ; and the reddish brown on the breast
tso dark. Young Chaffinches of the sccond year—called
P the bird-sellers “ grey heads”—have much the same ap-
pearance, especially if of the last brood. The bird-catehers
can, however, in the epring, distinguish the old from the
young males without much diffieulty; the latter of which are
much more prized by them, as being more docile, and capable
of lenrning an artificial song, from some bird which has been
long an inmate of the aviary.

The female, which is easily distinguished from the male, is
emaller : on the head, neck, and upper part of tif back, grey-
iwh brown ; on the lower part, dirty white; on the breast,
reddish grey. The beak is greyish brown in summer, and in
winter whitish grey.

There are also vavieties of this bird; White Finches, Ring
Finches,—so called from a white eollar round the neck,—oand
Spotted Finches. [ possess one, in which the general colour
afl the plumage is dirty white; but blackish upon the head, and
Siskin green upon the back. The distinetion hetween Woad
A Garden Finches, is founded only upon the places which
ey frequent. ;

Habitat —The Chaffinch is found all over Europe, and is
cedingly common in Germany. It may be scen wherever
there are trees of any kind. It is a true bird of passage,
glthough some occasiomally pass the winter with us. Their
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time of departure lasts from the beginning of Ostober fill ¢
mi[ldle ﬂf NU\'L'HIbET_: Illll:l ﬂll}}' 1'|_|.|_|"|.' :I_m |:|nﬁ|_'|_ln:l n:lurn.i'n
large flights thronghont March.  The males arrive in flock!
themselves, at least a fortnight before the fomales; o fael
which the bird-catchers are well wware, and by which 'f‘l'{r‘r
reaulate their procecdings. "

The Chaffinch is generally kept in four-cornered eages, which
are made of various forms, but should be at least nine inches
in height. The cages which 1 use, and which are common in
Thuringia, are made of wire, with a top of the same material,
and provided with two perches, one near the seed trough, and
the other by the water vesscls. It is not advisable to put the
Chaffinch in a very lofty eage, ns it rarely hops or flics up-
wards, but likes to go backwards and forwards, and to he
able to turn quickly. If several be kept in ome room, the
eages should be hung so thet the birds cannot see each other,
as this 15 detrimental to their song, Those intended to rad
the room, for which purpose the worst singers are usually s
lected, should cither be provided with o spoace separated by
grating, or should hove a fir-bough fixed in & warm place, on
which they may perch ; but they rarcly sing so well under
this mode of treatment as when confined in o cage, where
there is nothing to divert their entire aftention from their
s00g.

Food.—The food of the Chaffinch consists of seeds, grain,
and insects, which they give to their young with their beaks.
In winter thé& collect the pine and fir seeds ; as well as linseed,
rape seed, oats, lettuco, cabbage and mustard secd, from the
ficlds and gardens. Like all birds of this speeies, they peel
the seed before eating it

In confinement they may be fed on summer rape sced all
the year round ; a diet which agrees with them execcedingly
well, especinlly if o day’s supply be always well soaked in
water, the morning before it is wanted, In spring, a little
crnshed hemp seed ( Galliopsis Cnnabinag) has a great cffect in
inducing the birds to sing ; but they are so fond of it, as
render it advizable not to put it in the same trough with
rapeseed, which they would waste, to get their favourite f
A little green food, especinlly groundsel, and in winter a sl
of apple, aids the process of digestion. They are also v
fond of ants’ eggs and mealworms, and need fresh water for
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thing and drinking every day. Those which are allowed to
@ the room, are content with the common food of the aviary ;
eat bread-crumbs, meat, oats, millet, as well oz linsoed
e rape seed.  And for such, it is not necessary to soak the
atter,
Breeding. — The  Chafinch’s &
nest, which is built upon the "
branch of a free, is constructed
with great ingenuity. Its upper *
part is formed like 8 compressed
sphere, as round as if it had been
turned, and fastened to the bough
by cobwebs and hair. It is com-
posed of moss ond small twigs,
lined on the inside with feathers,
thiztle-down, and hair; and cover-
putwardly with the lichens of
e tree on which it stands. The
twson of this last-mentioned pre-
eaution is probably to elude hostile
observations ; at all events, it is
very difficult to distinguish the 3
Chaffinch’'s nest from the trunk of the free to which it is
attached. The female hatches two broods every year, laying
each time four or five light bluish grey egms, covered with
copper-coloured spots and stripes. The first brood, s indeed
is the case with all birds which breed twice a year, consists
almost exclusively of males; the second ns exclusively of
females. Conncisseurs are able to distinguish the sexes at
a very early peried; 28 in the males, even when very
young, there is a tinge of red on the sides of the hreast; the
circle of the eyes is yellower, the wings blacker, and the
stripes on them whiter, thon in the females ; though in other
respects they resemble the mother. In order to be sure that
they have not already acquired an imperfect song, they should
pbe taken from the nest as soon ok the tail feathers have bepun
grow; for shortly after this period, they begin to imitate
song of their father, or of some bird in the ncighbourhood
their nest. They may be fed on bread crumbs, and soaked
supe sced ; and are easily kept in health till the moulting
season, when great mumbers die. At this period, a diet of
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ants’ eggs and meal worms is the best prescrvative. Ch
finches thus reared, beeome oxeeedingly tame, and will g
at the word of command, or when invited to it by fine
motions of the head and hand.  Their docility in learnin
artificial song is much increased if they are kept in a ¢
place, and not brought to the window before May. By this
means, even Finches which have acquired o bad natural song,
may be induced to learn one considered by the amateur more
perfect. The whole seeret of obtaining a rood songster, is to
keep the eage in some dark place, where thero is nothing to
distract the bird's attention from its song. Instances have
been known, in which Chuffinches have paired with Canaries,
or even Ycllowhammers, Some persons, who wish to dis-
tinguish the Garden from the Wood Finch, as n scparate
species, assert that the cggs of the former are whitish ; the
latter, greenish in colour, This mistake arises from & change
which the eggs undergo in the process of incubation; as, a

a ceriain period, all become whitish alike.

Diseqses.—The obstruction of the rump gland, ond diers”
rhea, are the diseases to which the Chaffineh is most subject.
The remedies for the former have been given in the Introduc-
tion ; the latter may be relieved by putting a rusty nail, or a
little saffron, in the bird's watcr.

To prevent the Chaffinch from becoming lame and gouty, it
is often necessary to remove the seales on the legs with a pen-
knife ; an operation which requires considerable care. This
bird also very frequently becomes blind, especinlly if fed too
exclusively on hemp seed. This, however, has no pernicious in-
fluence on their song ; for as the disease comes on gradually, they
leare both to find their food, and hop about the perches as well as
ever. If well taken carve of, the Chaffinch lives for twenty years.

Mode of Taking.—By means of a good decoy the Chaftinch
may be lured into the area or barn-floor trap in autumn from
Michaelmas to Martinmas: and in spring, throughout the
whole of March. In winter the birds which have remained
behind, or arrived before the rest, may be caught by o net i
open spaces strewed with oats. In spring they are generall
caught by memns of decoy birds fastened near limed twi
These utter their cry, Yuk, yak! Fink, fink !—and the wi
birds in search of o mate, approach and aro cought.  This mof
of taking may be practised as long as these birds are on the

&l
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seape ; auil suceceds best in the moming, from break of day
ine o'clock, s this is the pericd in which the Chaffinches
a the wing, while during the rest of the day they scatter
selves over the fields in scurchof food, or practise their song.
the sume manner may be canght Mountain-finches, Linnets,
Goldfinches, Siskins, Redpoles, Yellowhammers, and Bullfinches.
The bird-catchers also make use of the jealousy of the Chaf-
finch, in a mode which they have of eatehing them. As soon
as they hear & Chafiinch paturally posscssed of a good note,
they take a male, which frequently utters his ery, Fink, fink !
bind his wings together, and attach to his tuil a thin, forked
limed twig, of about an inch in length. 'This bird is let loose
near the tree on which the singer is perched. The latter flics
down furiously upon the decoy as scon s he hears his ery, and
. remuins fast bound to him by the limed fwig. Instances
hase, indeed, been known, in which the decoy hae been killed
the sudden swoop of the wild bird. Amnother, ond a surer

, is the following :—Underneath the wings of a male,
trained for the purpose, is fastened a bandage of soft leather,
to which is attached a thread of about a foot in length, This
again is tied to o peg sunk in the ground ; so that the bird cen
run about in eny direction within certain limits. Near the
decoy limed twigs are placed in a cirele, and a seeond Chaifinch,
which is accustomed to sing in the open air, and in o covered
cage, is coneealed in a bush hard by, VWhen the wild bird
hears the call of the concealed Chaffinch, he imagines that it
proceeds from the deeoy, pounces down angrily upon him, and
becomes entangled in the lmed twigs, Such birds, if caught
before Whitsuntide, sing in the course of the same year; but
if after that period, are not only mute, but die of grief af their
separation from their mates and nestlings.  The heartless con-
duet of those fowlers who, for the mere pleasure of the sport,
persist in taking these birds of the wrong seasom, cannot be
too severcly condemned. When the young birds are fully
fledged, some bird-catchers mark the places where they are
ustomed to come to drink at noon, and succeed in seeuring
m dn limed twige judiciously disposed. Such Chaffinches,
use caught about St James' Day, are ealled in Germany,
ies’ Finches (Swcodi Finken: Jopfs Finken); and if they have
good memory, are not yet too old to learn a good song, and
are more hardy in comstitution than thoese taken from the nest.
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_Attractive Qualitics.—The chiel of these is undoubtedly i
soner, It has besides, however, different ervies, by mear
which it expresses its desires and wants,  The ery of affe
which also scems to anmounce n chango of weather, is
treef; tho call which it utters while on its migrations
repeated ¥k, yak; and the note Fink, fink, from which 1.
derives its name, is heard so frequently as to warsnt the con-
jecture that it is inveluntary. Its clear, peneteating song,
however, ie still more remarkable than these noies, and is
distinguished from that of all other birds, by its near approach
to articulate speech. This is expressed i German by the
word Sechlag (trili¥) Each bird posscsses one, two, three, or
even four different songs, each of which is divisible into several
parts, and ocenpies perhaps two seconds in the uftevance.  As
the Chaffinch is among the most prized of our Cage-birds, con-
noiszcurs have not only observed its various songe, but noted
down every syllable of them, and endeavourced to supply kv
instruction, its natural defeets. As I am myself o great
miirer of the song of the Chaffinch, and always keep o considy®
able number of good singers, I should not find it diffieult to
write o volume on this subject. I shall, however, confine my-
solf to what secms most important.

The names by which the various songs of the Chaffinch are
known, are generally derived from the last syllable of the sen-
tence which these birds are supposed to utter. The following,
Which I place in the order in which they are prized, are most
esteemed in Thuringia.

1. The double trill of the Hartz consists of five long passages
or strains, the last of which ends in the syllables * Wengeh ™
{pronounced * vine-gay "), dwelt upon at considerable length.
This is & song which, if not creabed, has certainly been brought
to perfection in the aviary; and I very much doubt if a wild
Chaffinch, even in the Hortz mountains, hos ever uttered it with
the same degree of completeness as I have heard it af Ruhl,*®

* Ruhl is @ manufactoring village in Thuringin, the inhabitants of which,
chiefly cutlers, are passionate admirers of this bird Tt is not uncommnog
for themn to go as far as the Harts mountaing—a distance of above eigh
miles—in hopes of snaring o good bird ; and they bave even been kn
to give a cow in exchange for a celebrated singer. Hence o p
expression, with regard to the merits of a valuahle Chaflinch, * that
warth a cow.” A real connoisseur in Chaffinchies i3 enrapturcd when % -
hesrs one which is able to sing the double trill of the Hartz perfectly ;
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from birds in my own possesion, It is rarely heard in all its
tion, and never, exeept from a Chaffineh which has been

from the nest.  On these aceounts, a bird which sings it
ctly, and is moreover able to retain it in memory for o
derable time, is considered very valuable, This, and what
15 called the Wine song, are the favourites among the Chaffinch
connoisscurs at Ruhl,

2. The Reitzug, or Reitherzug, of which there are two kinds.
The first has been introduced into Thuringia from Eizggebirre
and the Voigtland, the mincral distriets of Saxony, to which
it properly belongs. It may, indeed, be occasionally heard in
wild birds on the eastern part of the Thuringian forest; but
trained birds sing it more fully and perfectly. It is a power-
ful, sonorous song, consisting of four short phrases, the first
of which-ought to be given in & very high note; and the last
cndg with the syllables Reifzng. Before this, however, a ca-
dege should be introduced, to make the performance quite per-
and the whole should end with o sharp Tzap, or, as con-
sseurs call it, o snap. The seeond variety of this song is
preuliar to Breitenbach and the Oberland, and is lomger and
more flute-like in tone than the former. The last syllable, too,
is said to be Risfza, instend of Rerfzug, in accordance with the
provineial pronunciation of Thuringia, Both these are ex-
cellent songe, and one who had not heard the double trill of
the Hartz, would find it diffieult to believe that a bird's eone
could be more i]e-rﬂ.-r.-t. Still on this, as on every other aul.i
Jjeet, it is impossible to eecount for differcnces of taste.

8. The Reihahn. This song, which may frequently be
heard in the mountainous districts of Saxe Meiningen, and
especially in Bteinbach and Lanscha, must not be confounded
with the preceding. It consists of one long, sharp passage,
beginning on a high note, and rapidly descending to the con.
cluding syllables Resthakn, or Lrethahn, followed by the usual
Tzap. It iz a good and striking song.

4. The Weidmann, or Sport "s Somg.  Of this there are
o varieties, the Came and the od Song, the former of which

I have often heard them saf, that one possessing this song might
f be taught to speak—so distinet a pronunciation of the varions svilg.
does it require, The rage for Chafinehes in "i'hl:n'ngi:u. is not eon-
i to Buhl, hut extends, in greater or Iess degres, to the nﬂigh'hnu_ﬁng
villages of Tambach, Echmalknlden, Breitenlach, and Steinback
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is common in the Voigtland. At & distance it sounds like
Bridegroom's Song, but the preliminary passage. are ly
sharper, and more distinetly separated, while the cond
syllables are an exact repetition of the words Weidmann
aus (Sportsman, march out). The Wood Song s meith®
lomg nor so full, and is enly occasionally heard in the fm;,;c:f:ua
Franconia, ; ayy o0
5. The Wine Song, of which there are five varieties :Hti"‘ﬂ"'st.
The Good or Langsfeld Song, which is an execedingly beauti-
ful strain, and heard to ‘perfection only in a fow villages of
Thuringia, especially in Ruhl. The genuine song consists of
four short phrases, warbled in a tone resembling that of the
hautboy, and ending in the syllables Weingeh, or Wiengeh. As
this somg also is oné which has been accidentally acquired in
the aviary, and thence propagated by carcful training, it is
never perfectly heard from a wild bird. Second. The, Bad
Wine Song, so called only when compared with the prece,
consists of three passages, of which the second is compos:
the syllable T:ap, five times repeated, and the last is the
Weingsh. This is a natural song, and birds which possess i
are much sought after by the hird-catchers. Third. The Straight
or Even Wine Song is a strain compounded of the Bad and the
Sharp Wine Song, of which the last syllable is uttered ina
shrill decided tone. It is by no means unpleasant, and 1s fre-
wently heard from wild birds in Francoma, especially in the
ﬂf_-igi:buurhmml of Meiningen. Fourth. The Sharp Wine Song,
which never terminates in Weingeh, but+in a distinet and
elongated Weingeh. It is divided into (a), The Common, which
is a wild somg, and when genuine, consists of the syllables
Fritz, Fritz, Fritz ! willst du mit zum Wein gehen ? (Fred, Fred,
Fred ! wilt thou go with (us) to the wine?) and (4}, The Ruhl
Sharp Wine Seng, an artificial strain, common in Ruhl and the
neighhouring villages of Thuringis. This consists ol three
phrases; the first of which is given in a very high note, and
on the last, or two last.of ek, a decided accent is laid. The
connoisseurs of Ruhl disti two varieties of .this sog
named, from villages in the nefghbourhood, the Langsfeld
the Winshauser songs. TBoth o these are very good sq
the last especially heing very sonorous, and having two stnd
accented syllables before the concluding Weingeh, The W
variety of }]u.- Wine Song is the Oberland Wine Song, which
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ig very much esteemed in the village of Lanscha, It is a sharp
Wine song, consisting of three loud and rapid passages, con-

'I‘H]'iu": in the syllables, Weid, or Weingeh, followed by a sharp
-~ Bpeck

6. The Bridegroom Song: there are two varieties of this,
the first of which is altogether an artificial song. It consists
of two phrases: the first soft and high, the second sonorous,
and ending in a erescendo. The sylables of which it is said
to be composed arc Fink, ful, fink, fok, willst du denn mit dem
Brintigam zieren ¥ - (Finch, &e. wilt' thou adorn thyself with
the bridegroom ) The second, or inferior variety, is a natural
but agrecable song, and consists of threo parts.

7. The double {rifl consiste of two long phrases, termed o
* turn,"s or * shake," ‘separated from one another by a cadenee :
of this there are three varieties.  Frrsf, the commen double trill ;
which is again divided into a, the double trill of Schmalkalden:

o bthe clear: ¢, the long: and &, the short double frill. These

natural songs; and the bird which iz able to sing either a
d, is sure to become the prey of the fowler. Second, the
double trill of Tambach—a peculiar song, invented for itself
by o young bird, which was sct to lenrn the common double
trill—consists of notes =0 decp ond loud, that ne one unae-
Slmintcd with _the capabilifies of the Chaflinch, wonld believe
at it could possibly utter them. The bird begins in a low
tone, which changes into o crescondo ; introduces between the
two passages o third passage, consisting of five shrill netes,
and he repeats the word Pfaf several times, and concludes by
dwelling on the word Reedrdia. A bird which can sing this
double trill, cither alone or in conjunction- with the Bride-
groom song, iz considercd very valusble,  Fhied, the Schiittel
Lwetecher, a double trill common in the mountainous districts
of Meiningen, cspecially in the villages of Sieinbach and
Lanscha. It is like the common trill, except in being an arti-
ficial eong, and consists of two long, distinet passages, ending

in the syllable, speck. %
8. The Goodyear ¢ Gulyahr), so called from its last syllable.
The varieties are, First, the common Goodyear, consisting of
two parts, ihe latter of which must consist of five turns or
A ukes, ending with the word gufyalr. This is 2 natoral and
net nncommon song.  Second, the Goodyear of the Hartz, an
artifieial song, consisting of two passages, which are more won-

R
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derful than pleasant. Chaffinchies which unite with this song
the sharp wine song of Ruhl, are rare and valuable, and chiefly
to be met with in Buhl and Eisenach. Thirdly, when the
noto of this song is not gufyahr, but witzia, it is called b this .
neme.  The preceding pussages are the same as in the Good-
year sonz.  This is a vaviety very common in Franconia.

9. The Kienochd, or Guakis, which also derives its name
from the eoncluding note.  There are two varieties of this:
tho donble and the single Qualkin; the former consisting of
two passages, the latter only of ome.  This, which is a natural
sang, though very much improved by training, wos once highly
prized, but is now gone quite out of fashion, being superseded
by the Good Wine song. I believe that T possess the only bird
which is now capable of executing it. It ought to be joined,
as is the euse with every Chaffinch, with a elear double trill,

10. The Parakilah. No word is ever more distinctly ut-
tered by Chaffinches than this, which cccurs in a song not
common in Franconia and the west side of the Thuring
forest. As a natural song, it consists of two; when improve:
by training, of three passages, and concludes with the usual
Leap.

11. The Pithia, or Trewethin, is o rave but agrecable song,
not unfrequently to be heard in the remotest parts of the Thu-
ringian forest.  'When perfected by training, it consists of a
single sonorous passage, followed by the frequent repetition of
the syllable, 7=aeh, and concluded by the word Zrewididac.

At one time, birds which united this with the eommon Sharp
Wine song, were very much prized. :

12. The Schicartzgebithr, a natural song, not uncommon
ahout Sonnenberg and Steinach.  When improved by the edu-
cation of the aviary, it consists of three passages, in the last of
which the word from which it derives its name is very dis-
tinctly heard. It is concluded with the syllable, Pk, A
bird whose natural song this is, is frequently taught the Reit-
zug, and if perfect in both, is considered very valuable.

The above varietics of the song of the Chaffinch arc thosp
which are most prized in Thuringia, Saxony, and Franconia,
Many of these, as I have said, may be heard from wild birds,
but not so perfectly as from these confined in the aviary. I 5
a bird possesses but one of these songs, it generally sings more
slowly, distinctly, and with more depth and loudness, than




THE CIIAFFINCIH. 243

when its acquirements are more extonsive; and those are very
highly esteemed indecd which add to the end of their song one
of the syllables, Pk or Teap, which the bird-fanciers call the
Amen. There are, however, many other varietics, besides
those already mentioned, the nomes of which it is hardly worth
while to repeat. 1t is remarkable, that the song of these birds
varies, according to the distriet which theyinhabit; and there-
fore that some songs are much more common in Thuringia than
in the Hartz mountains, and ede verss.  In Austria, again,
where also this bird is a favourite, several songs are specified
a3 the admiration of connoissewrs; which, as far as we can
judge from the names, are not the same as thoss common
with us.

The Chaffinch, when reared from the nest, is so docile, that
it is able not only to acquire the song of another bird of the

@ species, but to produce an imperfeet imitation of the notes
of the Canory and Nightingale. In it, also, as in all other
Cage-birds, may be noticed great natural variations in memory;
for while one bird is able to repeat a song which it hos heprd
but once, at least six months’ study is necessary in order fo
enable another to accomplish the same. One is able to learn
only a single varviety of song, another acquires several ; one i3
never able to repeat perfectly what it has learned, smother will
not only do this, but add notes of its own invention.

Another peculiarity of these birds is, that every year they
relearn their song in a very singular manner. For four wecks
or more in spring, they arc said to record; to utter, that is, a
continual murmuring or chirping, with which by degrees they
intermix detached passages of their song. It is considered a
great proof of cxcellence in a Chaffineh, if this process last only
a “-,:eﬁ or a fortmight, and the song be reproduced in all ifs
perfection at the end of that period. Other birds, which sing
only at corlain seasons of the yeur, begin by repeating their
' gong in a low and uncertain tone, and introduce into 1t the

notes of other birds; but in none is the recording so entirely

different in character from the nsual song.  Attentive observa-
‘ tion enables us to conelude that this recording is not to be con-
¢

gidered as a proctising of the song, but rather as an exercising

f the physical powers of the throat and larynx, which for

gome months have been but little used, Wild Chafinches

begin to record immediately after their arrival in spring; those
g 2
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confined in aviaries commence as carly as the beginning of
February, and sometimes continne the exercise for two months.
The period during which they sing usually terminates in Juis
though some, which have been veared from the nest, will pro-
long their strains until Michaclmas.

In order to make the Chafinch sing by night as well as by
day, ond to give its notes o greater depth and elearness, some
bird-fanders ave guilty of a shameful act of eruelty. They
first aeenstom the bird to find its food in the dark, by shutting
out the light from the cage, and then with a red-hot needle
gither gluc the eyelids together, or picree the pupil, and:so de-
prive the unfortunate prisoner of sight. Such conduct eonnot
be too strongly deprecated.

The Chaffinch seems to be in general a docile bivd, and to
possces other capabilities than that of song. A travelling Al-
satian, Jeantet, had one in his possession which was able o
distinguish and ¢ompare letters, Bgures, and colours; thoug
it seemed to be searcely as well acquainted with its lesson as
the Canaries which were exhibited at the same time.

AppiTiosan—YaReELs remarks, that * the male Chaflineh is
one of the most handsome of our common small birds, and in his
general deportment is as lively as he is_handsome. Thus distin-
guished by bright colours and active habits, and being bezides
very numerous s o species, and eonfident in behaviour, allowing
the near approach of observers, without exhibiting much alorm ;
the Chaflinch is extremely well known, and as his gay appearance
and song frequently noticed as carly as February, intz him out
as one of the first of our indizenous birds, to afford an indication
of returning spring, he is for these various ressons a general
favourite. With cur continental neighbours, the Chaffinch is one
of their most common Cage-birds ; and in France, from the lively
colotrs and demeanour of thie bird, the term * goy as a Chaflinch,’
i# u¥mu-erbm phrase in frequent use.

« The Finches, generally, are remarkable for the neatness and
beatiy of the nests they construct, and the Chaffineh iz no ex-
ception to the rule. The outside of their nest is composed of
moss, etudded with white or green lichens, as may best accord
wiil the situation in which it 18 built ; the inside 15 lined with
wool, and that is again covered with hair and some feathers.
The eggs ave usually four or five in number, of a pale purplish 2 "
buff, sparingly streaked, and spotted with dark rcsldish brown.,

The place chosen is variable; sometimes it is fixed in the fork of
a bush, in a hedge-row, on o branch of & wall-fruit tree, fre-
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quently in an apple or pear-tree, several feet above the ground.
=t-earrespondent in the Field Naturalist's Magazine, relates that
a pair of Chaflinches built in o shrub 8o nesr Lis gitting-rocim
window as to allow him to be a close observer of their opern-
tions. The foundation of their nest was laid on the 12th of
April, the female only worked at the neat-muking, and, by un.
wearied diligenco, the beautiful strueture was finished in three
weeks; the first ege was deposited on the 2d of May, four
others were subsequently added, and the whole five were atched
on the 15th. During 1]{:3 time of incubation, neither euriogily
nor canstant observation from the opened window disturbed the
Fn.rent bird ; she sat most patiently ; the male bird often visited
s partuer, but it wes not discovered whether he ever brought
her food."

It is enid by Laxwevs, in his Feuna af Sweden, that the
female Chaflinches migrate from that eountry in winter, but that
the males do not, and the name of Cuwlebs, the bachelor, was be.

towed by him on this species, in reforence to this eirenmstance,

etsy and Waite, as well as othor Enplish naturalists, have

ticed this separation of the sexes, * \l'].lltlﬁl.” says Bowtow, it
is dificult to account for; perhaps the males being more hardy
and better able to endure the northern winters, are content to
remain in the country and pick up such fare as they can find,
while the females seek for subsistence in more temperate re-
giong," 3

With Warentox, it may be observed, the Chaflinch is a prime
favourite, a3, indeed, from. its beauty, liveliness, and doei ity it
well deserves to be.  Twink, Shelly, Shnll—applc. Cliaffy, Boldie,
and Beech Finch, are the names by which it is known in different
loealities ; in Seotland they call it the Shilfa, under which pams
several of their poets have alluded to the bird.

104, Tuoe Movwrary Frxcm.
Fringille Montifringills, Lix, Pinson &' drdennes, Bur,  Der
Bery Fink, Deci.

Deseription.—The Mountain Finch is six inches and o qunr-
ter in length, of which the tail measures two inches and a half,
“The beak is half an inch long; brown in winter, and in
summer yellow, tipped with black.  The fect are nine lines in
beight, and dark flesh colour. The feathers of the head and
t are bright black, with a border of dark reddizh yellow,
which becomes less marked as the bird advances in oge,  The
belly is mottled with white; the feathers of the back are
bluck, with a broad margin of dark yellow, The rump ia
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white ; thoe top of the neck and breast, as well as the lesser
wing coverts, orange ; the larger wing coverts black, Hpg
with white.  The pen feathers are durk brown, edged with
vellow ; the tail somewhat forked, and black.

The colours of the female are less diversified. The black of
the male is exchanged in her for rown ; ond the orange is
tinged with grey, Varietics are also found with o white head, |
back, &c. , 1

Huabitat.—This bird is common throughout Europe, but in
the summer chiefly inhabits the extreme north. In spring,
autumn, and winter, it may be found in all the German forests,
and has been scen in immense flocks in Thuringia, in seasons
when beech mast was abundant. |

It may be either confined in a eage, or allowed to range the l
room, according to its rarity, and the consequent estimafion
in which it is held.

Food.—The reader is referred to the directions given in the
ease of the Chaffinch.

Mode of Taking.—The eall of the Mountain Finch is ¢ Faef,
Faek, itk " and as the two first eyllables of this resemble
‘the call of the Chaffinch, the same decoys may be used for |
both. Great numbers both of this bird and the Chaffinch may
often be caught in the barn-floor trap. In winter, it may be
tuken either with a net or under a sicve.

_Attractive Qualities.—The song of the Mounfain Finch is
not agrecable; consisting merely of a few chirping and twit-
tering notes—like the recording of the Chaffinch—occasionally
interrupted by a sonorous Raiteh! If kept with Chaffinches '
for several years, it learns portiona of their song, 'I:r:at never
perfectly ; and, indecd, its chief use to the bird-fancier 1s as
adecoy. If kept on account of its beauty, and allowed to
associate with other birds, it must be very abundantly supplied
with food, as it is of a very quarrelsome disposition. It is
said, however, that it may be tamed with less difficulty than
the Chaffineh.

AppiTioNar.—The Mountain Finch, or Brambling, aa if i:)_

more commonly called, visits thia muntr{ in ihe winter season hy
only, and is then pretty generally distributed, extending as fa *_\___“
as the extreme southern countics of Dorset and Devonshire,
Mg. Ceovch includes it in his Cornish Fauna. THoMPsON re-
ports, that it occurs in various paris of Ireland; and of the
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Beotch naturalists, 81 W. Janprve has met with it in Dumfrie-
shire ; and MacerLrivieay mentions -having observed a flock of
the birds in some beech-trecs abiout a mile from Coratorphine,
near Fdinburgh. The following is Munie's account :—* Like
the Siskin, the Mountain Finch is irvepular both in the times of
its appearance and in its numbers. It is, however, mueh more
frequently seen than the Siskin, and resorts to more places of the
eountry.

“As the Snow Bunting has, in some stages of its plumage,
been called the Mountain Fineh, that has oceasioned a little con-
fusion between it and the species under consideration; but the
two are so distinet in all their choraciers, that one eannot be
mistaken for the other. The proper Mountain Finch is some-
times called * the Brambling.” .

*It is mot quite so large as the Snow Bunting; but it js a
stout-made bird, which would lead one to conclude that, though
it uay, as is reported, nestle in the pine-trees, it is, in its manner

feeding, more a bird of the open nir than of the forest. While
in this country, his habits eorrespond, us it does not resort so

uch to the trecs and copees, uu{[F feed on those buds, as the

igkin, but keeps more to the open fields, with the Chaflinches
and Yellow Bunting, though, like the Chafinches, they frequently
alight in trees, and consume the various fruite and seeds that are
found on these, but rarely the buds, and prefer evergreens for
roosting at night.”

In Bewick's History of British Birds, it i8 mentioned, that
the Mountain Fineh has been seen in the Cumberlond Hills as
early a8 the middle of August; this, however, was guite an cx-
ceptional case. Mg, 8cavgs, an agriculturist, of Beechum, in the
eounty of Norfolk, considered them afup;reat service to Lia land,
ns they devoured in great abundance the sceds of the Imot-yruss
{Polygonnm aviculare). “In severs weather,” Sayé Y ARRELL,
“large flocks of them are observed to feed upon becch mast ;"
and PEsNaxT, in reference to the number which occasionally fly
together, mentions that he once had eighteen sent him from
Eent, which were all killed at one shot. According to a notice
in Lowdon's Magazine of Natwral History, one of theso birda
was shot on the 6th of n}ﬁaf that year, in a fir plantation about
four miles cast of York, Dut it does not appear that any el

" lector hus been able to procure the eggs of this species, nor that
they ean be induced to breed in a siate of conlinement here.

-~ 105. Tne Hovse Spannow,

Fringills Domeatica, Liw.  La Moineau Frane, Bor, Der Hang
Epering, Bech.

LDescription.—Although this and the following species can-
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not he reckoned among those which are plepsant in 2 room, I
have thonght it advisable-to insert a deseription of them here::
as they are casy of preservation, and display many attractive
qualities, not posscssed by birds more gencrally admired for
. their beanty and song.

The Homse Sparrow is five inches and three quarters in
length. The beak is thick, and blackish blue ; the feet grey-
ish brown. The top of the head and the checks are nshen ]
though the part round the eyes is black, and a broad reddish
brown stripe passcs behind them. The back of the neck is
grey; the back reddish brown, spotted with black. The
throat iz black: the breast black, mottled with white; the
bolly greyish white. The lesser wing coverts are reddish
brown: the last row but one of the larser coverts is cdged with
white ; and the last with reddish brown. The pen and tail
feathers are dark brown.

The female is very different; being reddish grey om
upper part of the body, spotted with black on the back. Th
under part of the hody is dirty whitish grey. The young bi
rescmble the females till after the first moulting. Several
varieties are said to exist,—for example; white, yellow,
black, blue, ashen grey, and speckled Spurows.

Habitat—1It is hardly necessary to say that in its natural
state, this bird is the familiar companion of man throughout
Europe. If confined, it may be allowed to range the reom
during the day, and will soon learn to take up its quarters at
night, in any sleeping place that may be provided.

TFood —Ik is, unfortunately, but too well known, that the
Sparrows commit great depredations on wheat anid barley fields,
cherry trees, rows of peas, &e.; but, on the other hand, they
are very useful to the gardener, in destroying,—during the
breeding season—an immense number of heetles and rater-
pillars.  In confinement they will eat almost amy thing,
oats, mf’ hemp, poppy seed, &o.

Freeding.—They build under roofs, in erevices of walls, do-
gerted Swallow's nests, &e. &e. The fomale lays six or seven |
cggd, two or three fimes a year, -

Aads of Taking—The House Sparrow is a cunning bird,
and it iz difficult to catch it either with a net or by means o
limed twigs. In autumn, however, they may be taken in
great numbers by marking the bushes on which they perch,
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and covering them with bird-lime. They may sometimes also
he caught, %}r covering with a net a cherry tree which is
mailed 10 a house, when they have retired to rest for the night.

Attractive Qualities—1f many birds be confined together in
a room, it may be worth while to admit o Spurow or two,
especially, s they breed freely with the Tree Sparrow, For
this purpose, a male of the House Sporrow, and a female of
the Tree Sparrow must be seleoted, and placed in some re-
tired corner, provided with a box, or artifieial nest in which
to build,

The House Sparrow, especially in winter, may be taught with-
out difficulty, to leave the house and return at call.  All that is
necessary for this, is to keep it for a month in a large cage at
the window, plentifully provided with good food, such as millet,
meat, bread, &e. In Bulﬁ'l o cage it will sometimes breed. An
inmate of the Hatel des Invalides, at Paris, is said to have made
- Sparrow £o tame, as to leave it perfeetly at liberty without

oy fear of losing it. It was ornamented with a small bell
robnd its neck. 1t would not allow itself to be touched by
any other person, yet was so fond of its mester, that it could
not be induced to leave him, when at last he became bed-
ridden. On one occasion it was caught and deprived of its
bell, but after two days made its escape. It was, however,
melancholy, and refused 2ll food, till a new bell had been pra-
vided. A clergyman in Paris, also, is said to have had two
Bparrows, father and son, which were able to repeat the fourth,
fifth, sixth, and seventh commondments. Tt produced a hi ghly
comie effect, when in their quarrels over their food, one of
them would gravely admonish the other—** 7l ne volerae pas.”
{Thou shalt not steal.)

AppiTio¥ar.—Of this well-known type of the great Passerine
family, which we hear chirping and twittering around us from
morning o night, and at all seasons of the year, Kwarr, in his
Journal, justly remarks, after alluding to t{m fecundity of the
bird, which enables it to maintain its numbers, notwithstanding
the hostile attacks to which it is exposed, “ we have searcely ano.
ther bird, the appetite of which is so accommodating in all re-
Bpeets as that of the House S?nrmw. It is, I believe, the only

e ¢ is a voluntary inhabitant with man, lives in his society
afd i2 his constant attendant, following him wherever Lo fixes
his residence, It becomes immediately an inhabitant of the now
farm-house, in a lonely place or recent enclosure, or even in an
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island ; will sccompany him into the crowded city, and build an
feed therein, content, unmindful of the noise, and the smoke of th
furnace, or the steam-engine, where even the Swallow aniiThS
Martin, that flock around him in the eountry, are seared by the
tumult, and leave him ; but the Sparrow, though begrimed with
soot, does not forsalke him ; feeds on his food, rice, potatoes, or
almost any other extrancous substance lie muy find in the street ;
looks to him for his support, and is maintained almost entirely
by the industry nud({»m'ﬁ'idunce of man. It is not known in a
eolitary and independent atate.”

YirRgLL observes, that * occasionally the Sparrow builds
gmong the higher branches of apple or ]]er-t'rees in a garden,
sometimes in other trees, but seldom choosing one that is far
from a house; and the nest, when thus placed in a tree, is re-
markable for its large size, a2 compared to the bird ; it is formed
with a dome, and composed, as in other cases, of a mass of hay,
lined within with a profusion of feathers, to which acecss is
Eainﬁ] by a hole in the side. So great is the partiality of {he

parrow for warmth, that abundance of feathers are used even
line & hole on the inner side of the thick thatehing of & barn, ad
they have been seen collecting feathers in winter, and carryimg
them away 1o the holes they inhabited. Their young are fod for
a time with soft fruits, young vegetables, and insects, particu-
larly caterpillars, and so great is the number of these that are
consumed by the pavent birds, and their successive broods of
young, that it is & question whether the benefit thus performed
15 not a fair equivalent {for the groin and seeds required at other
seasons of the year."

This author also quotes an anecdote from vol. 1. of the Zoolo.
gical Journal, in proof of the Sparrow’s attachment to its young :
it is there stated, that *a pair of Sparrows, which had built in o
thateh roof of & house at Poole, were observed to continue their
regular visits to the nest long after the time when the young
birds take flight. This unusual cireumstaneg continued through-
out the year; and in the winter, o gentleman who had all along
observed them, determined on investigating ils cause.  He there-
fore mounted a ladder, and found one of the young oucs detained
a prisoner, by means of a piece of string or worated, which formed

t of the nest, having become pecidentally twisted round it
eg.  Beingr thus incapacitated for procuring its own sustenance,
it had been fed by the continued exertions of its parents.  Similar
instances are recorded in other works on natural history.” ~

Mg, Kron, of Hammersmith, states that the Sparrow ia a fific
songster, when placed under Pﬁer tutelage, oq'u.n.ﬂmig if mot, ex-
cclling the Canary. It is certainly a classical bird, celebrated by

b
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o poets ; the old English dromatist, Joms Liney, gives to the

ther of Cupid a tenm of Sparrows ; the German woet, Brraes,

womes the bird to his hall in some fine flowing hoes; and the

- mugieal plaint of Caturrvs for the death of Lesbin's Sparrow,
must be sulliciently fumiliar to most of our readers.

106, Tus Tree Srannow.
Fringilia Montana, Lax. Le Friguet, Bur, Der Feldsperling, Becu.

Deseription.—This bird, which is handsomer than the fore-
going, is about five inches and a half in length. The beak is
blackish brown ; the feet blueish flesh colour. The top of the
head is reddish brown ; the cheeks white, but each having o
black spot. A ring of white encircles the nape of the neck.
The upper part of the back is sputted with rust colour and
black ; the lower part of the back and the rump, are brown-
ishrey. The throat is black ; the breast light ashen grey ;

o belly dirty white. The pen and tail feathers are dark
bkown. The smaller wing coverts are rust coloured; the
lavger ones black, but edged with rust colour, and tipped with
white, which produces two transverse streaks of white on the
folded wings. Several varieties of this bird are mentioned ; as,
for instance, the white and the speckled Tree Sparrow. In
the latter, the upper part of the body, the wings, and tail, are
yellow ; the throat is black, and the head brown.

Habitat —The Tree Sparrow iz o native of Northern Asia
and America, and of most European countries. It is, however,
not so commen in Germany os the last-mentioned species, ns
there are several distriets in which it is quite unknown. It
frequents gardens and fields, where the trees and hedges are
thick, and in autumn may be scen in great swarme in the
wheat and barley fields.

It may be allowed to range the room like the House Spar-
row. Iis foet, however, arc so short, that its method of loco-
motion is exceedingly ungraceful.

Food—In this respect, the same remarks apply as in the
cass of the House Sparrow.

Breeding.—1t builds in hollow fruit trees, and willows by
gide of streams, and produces two broods a year.

Mods of Tuking.—It may be caught in the same manner ns

the House Sparrow; though, being less ehy, it con often in®

winter be taken under the sieve.

[,
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Attraetive Qualities—The chirping song of the Tree Sparros
when heard among the notes of other Cage-birds, is not.s
agrecable. Tt may be tamed like the Ilouse Spurrow, bul
docs not live so long in confinement, usually dying of decline.

Apoirioxan.—This pretty and lively bird, which is sometimes
ealled the Mountain Sparrow, is with us somewhat rare, and of -
loeal distribution ; it does not appear to have been observed fur-
ther northward than Newcastle.  In many of its habits, ns well
8s in appearance, it greatly resembles the House Sporrow, for
which it is mo doubt feequently mistaken. Iis common eall note,
too, is not unlike that of the last pamed bird, being & monotonous
ehirp, somewhat more high and shrill, however. Of its song,
Mr. Bryra says that “it consists of a number of these chirps,
intermixed with some plessing notes delivered in n continnous,
unbroken stream, sometimes for many minutes together, ve
loudly, but having a characteristic Sparrow-like tone throughout.”

According to Secey, it is o bird of retired habits, and is newgr
(say not often) found to frequent villages or other dwellings, 1iYfe
the common species, but is generally to be met with where &1d
trees (particularly pollards, hollowed by decay) are abundant, as
in the holes of theze it finds a cﬂngﬂniafrttmnt, and proper gito-
ation for ita nest, of which the materials are hay and straw, inter-
mixed with a lining of feathers.”

These birds have been known to build in the thatch of o barn,
in company with the House Sparrow, and alse to oceupy tho
deserted nests of Mappies and Crows, and the hollow of » tree
which had once been the home of the Woodpecker.

107. Tue Lrxxer.
Fringilla Cannabing o Linota, Lix, Linotée, Bur. Der Manfling, Bro.

Deseriptisn.—This well-known bird is more than five inches
in length, of which the tail measures two inches and a quarter.
The beak 13 six lines Jong, dirty blue in summer, and in win-
ter whitish grey, tipped with brown. The iris is dark brown ;
the feet are black, and cight lines in height. The plumage of
the male Linnet varies exceedingly at different ages and sea-
sons of the year, a fact which net only leads to mistakes and
unfiir dealing on the part of bird-sellers, but has produced
great confusion in works on ornithology. My own observations
which have been very earefully made and extend over a peri
of many years, have resulted in the conclusion that the Com-
mon Linnet ( Fringilla Linota, L1x.), the Greater Redpole ( Frin-
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(ringilla Monfana, Lix.), are one and the same species.

M tale of three years old answers in spring to the following
sleseription, and is known by the name of o Greater Redpole.
"'he forchead is blood-red ; the rest of the head reddish ashen
grey, spotted on the poll with black, and on the checks, the
sides of the neck, and round the eyes, with reddish white. The
feathers of the upper part of the back ave rusty brown, bor-
dered with a lighter shade of the same colour ; the lower part
is mottled with grey and white; the upper tail coverts are
black, edged with reddish white sparingly spotted with reddish
grey.  The feathers on the sides of the breast are blood red,
edged with reddish white ; the sides of the belly light rust
eolour ; the rest of the lower part of the body reddish white.
The first row of coverts are black, edged with reddish whito;
the rest are rusty brown, with margin of o lighter hue. The
feathers are black, tipped with dirty white, the first row
betpg edged with white almost up to the points. The white
margin of the nmrow plume forms a stripe parallel with the
pen feathers.  The tail is forked and black; the four external
feathers having on cach a deep margin of white, which in the
two centre feathers is nawrrower, and tinged with red.

After the autumnal moulting, the red on the forchend dis-
appears, and the same hue on the breast beeomes less conspi-
cuons, a5 the reddizh white margin of the feathers are broader ;
the colours, however, recover their brillianey in the course of
the winter. ;

Males of one year old have no red feathers on the head, on
which also the black spots are more numerous. The breast is
light rust eolour, though not of 2 uniform shade throughout,
which arises from the fact that the inner side of the feathers is
of a shining greyish brown, more or less conspicuous, according
to the position of the bird, while their edges are, ag before,
reddish white. The rust colour of the back, also, is spotted
with dark brown and reddish white. Such birds are known

nder the name of Grey Linnets,

After the second moulting, specks of blood red may be ob-

on the under side of the reddish grey feathers of the
fio d; and the red of the breast is concealed only by the
broad ¥ Alowish white ma.‘l.‘gii'l.!. of the feathers. These are the
Yellow, or Rock Linnets, as they are called in Thuringia. Bird-

pg': Cannabing, Lrx.), and the Yellow or Mountain Linnet
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scllers, however, give the name of Yellow Linnets to fhi
Lirds, also, in which the red on the breast and forchead is re
placed by a bright orange; but this is merely an cffect of 18
uge, or sickness during moulting ; and such Birds are often the .
finest singers, 1 have mysclf eaught several, and have alwaya
endeavoured to preserve them. Their song wos clear and
beantiful; but they were all remarkably shy and wild, and
soon died of grief, from which I concluded that they were very
old. Besides those which I have emumerated, less marked
distinctions of eolour may be observed among Linnets, indiea-
tive of their various ages, and the different scasons of the year.
As a general rule, the older the bird, the redder is it upon the
head.

Those which are deprived of their liberty when very young,
never aequire this beautiful red colour on the head and breast,
but always resemble the one-year old, or Grey Liunet. Rirds,
also, which have been eanght when old, lose their beauty
the first moulting, and acquire the grey plumage. No variatifin
of colour is observable in the female, which is somewhat
smaller than the male. The whole upper part of the hody is
green, spotted with blackish brown and yellowish white: the
rump and breast, especially the latter, avespotted with greyish
brown and reddish white; even in the mest she may be dis-
tinguished by the colour of her back, which is rather grey
than brown, and by the numerous spots on the breast, which
bears a elose resemblance to that of the Lark.

Habitat.—The Linnet is a well-known bird all over Europe.
Tring the summer it frequents woods, groves, &e., and in
sutumn betukes itself to the open flelds. It is n migratory
bird, passing in winter from one place to another in search of
food. 1In March, by which time it has usually paired, it may
be noticed in its usual haunts.

It may be confined cither in a bell-shaped, or a small fonr-
cornercd or Chaffinch eage, in the latter of which it usually
sings better. It is not advisable to allow it to hop about the
room, 25 it is a very quiet bird, 'sitting still in any place, an
therefore liable to be trodden upon. If, however, the avi
be furnished with small trees or branches, it will hop from o
tp the other of these, end never descend except to caf
drink. :

Jood.—In a wild state, the Linnet feeds on all kinds of sceds,
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vhich it shells and softens in ifs erop, before digesting them,
i is especially fond of rupe, cabbage, hewmp, poppy, and lin-

" In confinement, it necds only summer rape-sced, which it is
not neceszary {o soak, us the Linnet is o bird which feeds on
seeds alone, and consequently has stronger digestive powers
than the Chaffinch. Hemp-seed docs not agree with it; and
1t is curious that winter rape-sced, of which, when wild, it eats
with impunity, is almost peisonous to it in confinement. They
must oot be fed too abundantly, on account of their naturally
plethoric habit of body; and u little salt mixed oceasionally
with their food, will be found a prescrvative against many
diseases.  Such as are allowed to range the room, will cat the
same universal paste as the other birds. A little green food
is sometimes advisable, and they are fond of bathing, either in
sand or water.
= reeding.—The Linnet breeds twice a year, the female lay-
indy each time five or six blueish white eggs, thickly marked
with flesh-coloured aud reddish brown specks and stripes.
The nest, which is most frequently found in pine and fir trecs,
or in thick bushes and hedges of white and black thorn, is well
built of fine roots, grass stalks, and moss, lined with wool and
hair. The old birds feed their young from the crop, and when
the whole brood is taken, will continue to do g0 even in the
cage. Those which are intended to learn the song of some
other bird, should be taken out of the nest as soon as their tail
feathers have begun to grow : that is, before they have received
any instruction in the notes of the parents. From the very
first, the males may be distinguished by the white collar round
the neck, and the predominance of the sume colour in the wings
and tail.

Diseases.—The diseases to which the Linnet is most liable
are constipation, atrophy, and epilepsy. It lives in confinement
from twelve to sixteen years.

Aode of Taking.—As the Linnet is a peculiarly shy bird, it
ip difficult to catch in the barn-Hoor trap, even with the aid o,

decoy. In spring, before they have paired, a good decoy in

Cige sometimes suceceds in attracting them to the deeoy bush ;

A andlin auturn, they may occasionally be taken with limed
twigs and nooses, set among the lottuees, of which vegetabla
they are very fond. The shepherds also arrange the salt-

"
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nets, which come to pick up the scattored grains. Their ¢
is Gecker, 2

Attractive Qualities—The song of the Linnet is lowd and
flute-like, and exceedingly agreeable. Tt consisti of several
connected passages, and is esteomed in proportion to the fre-
quency with which certain clear, sonorous notes, called the
Linnet's erow, reenr. It sings throughout the year, with the .
exception of the moulting season.  When taken froth the nest,
it ghould be fied on a mixture of soaked brend crmbs, rape-
seed, and hard-boiled egz; on which diet it may be tanght not
only the somg of other birds, e g the Nightingale, Chaflinch,
Lark, &c., but also to repeat variousairs and melodies, if eon-
stuntly whistled in its hearing. It has even been known to
learn to talk, though not very distinetly. In whistling airs, it
exeels all other birds, on account of the peculiay fute-like
tones of its voice. The trouble of teaching the Nightingalns ——
gong to a young Linnct is also well repaid. One in my pofs-
gession has acquired it very perfectly, and delights us with it
during the greater part of the year, when the Nightingales are
gilent. !

The Linnet may also be taught fo fly in and ount of the win-
dow ; though, in all attempts to train 1t, peeuliar care is neces-
sary on account of its shyness. The proper period for this ex-
periment is either in winter, or while the birds are still very
young. The best method is to confing them for o considernble
time in & large cage, which should be hung at a window look-
ing into a garden, and to feed them yrith ceushed hemp seed.
The effect of this food, of which they are very fond, is to take
away from them the love of liberty, especially of a time when
the means of subsistence are scarce, i "

The hybrid between the Linnct and the Cgnary is well
known. It is hardly to be distinguished from the Grey Canary,
and has not only a very exccllent voice, but is quick in learn-
ing to whistle, ' 7

Avvrrioxar.—The variations of plumage whiels occur in this -
bird at different seasons and periods of life, have caused it to bo "
known by the various names of the Brown, Grey, and Rose Li i
net 3 it i3 alse ealled the Whin Linnet, the Greater Rﬂlsale_. i
the Lintie or Lintwhite, the last two being terms applied to it in
Scotland, more particularly ; in the poetry of Durns, and other

* troughs for the sheep, in such o manner as to entrap the I-ill‘:t| A

v
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| L lﬁ'ii'l.‘l singers of the north, both of these names frequently oceur,
’ as Lhus ;—*

# Trwaldna gie the Lintic's sang
8 1 Sae merry on the broomy lea,
. X For o' the notes that ever rung
Fram a' the harps o° minstrelsie.
Mair dear to we, where buss or breer
“Amang the pathless heather grows,
The Lintie's wild sweet note to hear,
As on the ev’nin” breeze it dows,"”

Mupie says of this well-known and favourite songster, which
iz by zome called the Greater Redpole Fineh:—* The Linnet
{for, notwithstanding the many names of the bird, that is perhaps
its most appropriate, beeause ‘its most general one) is partially o
migrant within the eountry, though the sexes do not separate in
the same decided manner as the Chafinches. During the inele-

it season the birds resort to the lower grounds, especially to
oso near the sen-shore. They appear in considerable flocks ;
the young birds appear earliest, then the females, and lastly, the
ature males, which may be said to be the order of movement
with all autumnal birds; how limited soever moy be the distanee
o, which they migrate.
# F # # ® 2 # #
“ Linnets inhabit a little higher, or more inland, more into the
open wilds, than Chafinches ; and they prefor the closest low
bushes for their nesting places.  Their general distribution, how-
ever, renders that species of accommodation not always acces-
sible ; and hence the nosts are sometimes found in garden-bushes,

in hedges, or in low bushy trees.  The nest is composed externall

of dry leaves and fibres, mixed with wool or hair, and lined wat
the same, or with foathers. The eggs are from four to sis, of a
| . dingy blueish white, with. short lnes and numbrous specks of
- flesh-colour. There are usually two broods in the senson; the
first Lntch taking plice in May, and the second in July : but if
any casualty occurs, fhe female will continue breeding till August.
“ Linnets pre binls of very gentle dispositions, easily tamed,
and capablesof Sery considerable attachment to those who fecd
and attend them ; if taken young, the males can be taught to
ging; bui the females have no song, and the old males do not
utter their note. The young, however, may be made Lo imitate
the songs of several othier birds: and there bave been instances

in which they have bees brought to articulate a few words.”

“ It seems probable that the term Linnet is derived from the
fondness of this bird for the seeds of the flax plant (Linwm pe-
jreane), * Except during the breeding season,” says Yannert,

: &

-
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“these birds are usnally seen in flocks, feeding gencrall u‘rﬂ
small seeds, partienlarly those of the eruciform plants, with other
seeds of the tax, thistle, snd dandelion.”  Sir "I-"FlLLuu JARDT
ubserves, that * every one who lus lived much in the count
must have n»murlmrl}' the Common Linnets congregating towards
the close of a fine winter's evemng, perched on the summit of
some bare tree, pluming themselves in the last raya of the sum,
chirruping the commencement of their evening song, and then
bursting simultancously into one general chorus, aguin resuming
their single straing, and again joining, as if happy axd rejoicing ut
the termination of their day’s employment.”

Gureert Wmite also alludes to this habit of congregating and
singing or twittering in chorus :—** We Lave in the winter vast
flocks of the Common Linnets, more, I think, than can be bred in
auy one district. These I observe, when the spring advances,
aszemble on some free in the sunshine, and join all in a gentle
sort of chirping, as il they were about to break up their winter
quarters, and_betake themselves to their proper surmmer home”
which home, Bortox says, are dry, barren, and heathy grounc
where there is plenty of heath, furze, and other low bu
This author describes the nest as * formed on the outside of d
stubble, mixed with hay. The middle coat is formed of finer hay,
mized with hair, very firmly and nestly platted together. The
inner cont, or lining, consists of hair, wool, and the down of the
geeds of willows, over which is n layer of fine fibres of roots,
The whele is a neat picee of work, round, well-Enished, and very
handsome.” He thus estimates the musical ers of this song-
gter —* The Linnet gives place to few hir{sinfui.nt of song.
His tone is mellow, and Lis notes sprightly, artfully varying into
the plaintive strain, and returning agnin to the eprighily, with
the greatest address and most masterly exccntion.” He also
#ays that its dikposition is genile and doeile, and quotes the fol-
lowing anecdote, originally related by the late Dr. Lerrsow, to
show that it is capable of sirong attachment for its own specics : —
*Two Linnets, hoth male Lirds, which had nof been brought up
together, formed o remarkable attachment to eacl other.  When
one sang, the other joined, and at night ench always slept on that
side of his cage wluch wos nearest to Lis friend. Their attach-
ment was more fully ascertained, when they were set at 'iibcnlvl

end
bein

while their cazes wore being cleaned. They then flew to

other's eage, andsat length were oceasionally indulged by bei
ut'together in the same cage, when they always expressed their

Ei-!h gratification by fluttering towards each other, joining

hills together, and each gently picking the tongue of his friesd

by turng, After some time, one was suffered to fly abroad in



TIE LESSER REDIOLE. 259

i the open air, whilst the cage of the other was hung on the out-
side of the window, as a pledge for the return of his friend.
hon at liberty, they appeared greatly delighted with the com-
le? of the wild Linnets, with whom t wy would range for seve-

ral hiours together; but the temptations even of love and libert

could not induee this little Damon and Pythias to forsake eac
:r:hr;. .:'L:jmon n.ul the dIm:.u.lr i:rt* rost appmulnﬁhthu sportive
anderer always returned to the cmply eage, which was placed

by the side of that of his friend.” B v

108. Tee Lzssen R}:nfﬁm—..
Fringiila Linaria, Lix, Sizerin, Bur. Der Flachsfink, Been.

Dreseription.—The Lesser Redpole resembles the Linnet in
the colour of its plumage, but in s!m'Epc, size, and habit of life,
is more like the Siskin. Tt is five inches and o quarter in
Igngth, of which the tail measures two inches and n quarter.
The beak is only four lines long, very pointed, and yellow ; the
feet are eight lin®s in height, and h]-"mlk. The top of the head
is bright crimson ; the upper part of the body dark brown,
spotted with white and dingy yellow; the rump rose-colours
the throat is black ; the feathers of the lower part of the neck
and breast a light rose-colony, edged with white; the rest of
the lower part of the body white. "The wing coverts are dark
brown, the two larzer rows being fipped with white, which
produces a double transverse stripe on the wings ; the lesser
wing coverts are tinged with dusky yellow ; the pen feathers
and tail are black.

The plumage of the female is in general lighter in colour:
except in very old birds, there is no trace of red upon either
the breast or the rump, and the whole upper part of the body,
as well s the breast, 18 spotted with white and dark brown.
The last-mentioned peeulinrity distinguishes them from the
young birds, and males of one year old, on whose breast also
there is no red, but which have on the back the rusty yellow
colour of the full grown males,

In confinement the male generally loses its red breast in the
fizst moulting, and in the second the red on the top of the head,
which becomes greenish yellow. I possess o male, in which

he top of the head assumed this eolour, which it has pre-
served for six years, at the thind moulting.

Habitat.—The Lesser Redpole is at home throughont Enrope,

! 52
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though, strietly speaking, a native of Sweden, Lapland, Green- ' I
land, &e. It is a bird of passage, arriving in Germany in large
flizhts during the second half of Uctober, and deparhing again 1

in March and April. Duoring this period it frequents those [
places where there is & plentiful supply of elder-berrics,
In confinement, it matters nothing whether this bird be .
kept in a eage or allowed to range the room. It is unfortunate
that, under these circumstances, the brilliancy of its plumage l
is of =0 short duration. ! o
Food.—Elder-berries are its favourite food when in a wild 1)
state, though it also eats linseed, rape-seed, &e., moisteningall its 3

food in its crop, before subjecting it to the process of digestion.
If kept in a cage, it may be fed on poppy and hemp-seed,

the former of which is the most wholesome. If allowed to

range the room, it is content with the first universal paste. -
Breeding.—1It is a very rare occurrenee if a pair build ane

in Giermany. . ;
Diseases—The Lesser Redpole is subject to the same dis-

cases as the Biskin; though it seoms to be peculiarly liable to

uleerated feet, in which the claws frequently drop off. It

may be kept alive for cight years or maore,

Modeof Tiuking.—Considerable numbers of these birds areoften l
¢aught in traps, in the spring and autumn, by means of decoy
birds, either of their own species, or Siskins. They are so '

silly, or =o little timorous, as often to become entangled in the
limed twigs, at the moment when the fowler is making sure
of their comrades which had been already caught. This pecn-
liarity, which seems to arise from their slight acquaintance
with human beings, is shared by all birds which breed in the
extrome North, Their call is Peewit ! Krek, krek ! I} .

Attractive Qualities.—The Lesser Redpele is recommended
to the amateur rather by the beanty of its plumage, than by
its song, which is merely a low, continuons twitter. It may,
however, be taught te draw up its own water, and perform
other similar feats: s well as to eat out of its master's hand. |
It is a very affectionate bird; constantly carcssing—not only
its own mate—but even Linmets, Goldfinches, Siskins, and
Canarics, if confined in the same cage. It scems, therefore,
not improbable that it might be induced to pair with some, 3
not all of these.
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AppiTioxat. — This bird i5 called by Maceiunaveay the
Smaller Redpole Linnet, and described by him as “the most
inutive of our native Passerine bivds, and withal so delieate,
Jively, and affeotionate o creature, s to be a special favourite
with most people who kuow it ; resembling the Siskin in ite
habits as well as in shope, aud being one of the species which
forma the travsilion from Linaria to Carduelis. Its fight is
peculiarly bounding and buoyant, and its voice remarkably clear
and loud. When starting, 7t cmits a hurried chatter of short
notes, and a8 it procecds on ils flight niters a single note at in-
tervals, less prolonged than those of our other Linnets. Tis cry
iz g0 different from that of the Brown Linnet and Twite, being
clearer and sharper, that one who bas attended to it ean readily
distinguish the species on the wing. Although not abundant in
any part of the country, it forms large flocks in winter, and betakes
itselF to the birch and alder woods, in procuring the seeds of
which the bird: hang in all kinds of attiiudes, hke many other
| species that find their subsistence on trees, such as Titmice
and Gold-crests, 1 have also seen them in August scattered over
tract overgrown with thistles, the seeds of which they picked
ut precisely in the same manner a8 the Goldfinel. On such oc-
casions, unless they have previously been shot at or pursued,
they take litile heed of approaching danger, so that one ma
cazily approach them, or even po so near ns to snare them with
a noose on o long stick or fishing-rod. In many parts of Secot-
land, and in the north of England, the Red]r:]]c remaing all the
year, breeding in ihe hilly districts, among the brushwood that
gkirts the flanks of the mountains, or covers the margins of
sireams in rocky dells. Not hoving met with its nest, however,
T take the liberty of borrowing Mr, SeLoy's secount of it *It
is built in a bush or low tree. (such as willow, alder, or hagel), of
mosz and the stalks of dry grass, intermixed with down from the
catkin of the willow, which also forms the lining, and renders it.
a particularly eoft and warm receptacle for the r.-gﬁa and young.
From this substance being a constant material of the nest, it fol-
lows that the young are produced late in the senson, and are sel-
dom able to fly before the end of June, or the beginning of July.
The egea are four or five in number ; their colour, Eﬂj& blueish

green, spotted with orange brown, prineipally the larger

THR AOUNTAIN LINXET AND THE MEALY LINNET.

Two other species of Linnets are included by most naturalists
in the British Founa, viz. those ahove mentioned ; the first of
which (the Fringella Flaviostres of Lixxxvs) is frequently called
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ihe Twite, and by the Scoteh, the Heather Lintie ; the second
ithe Fringilla Boreales of Trumivcg) i3 sometimes known 18
the Mealy Redpole. Decmstrix, it may be scen, considers the ¥ %
former of these birds identical with the move common species ;
hut the testimony of our own naturalists is too strong to :E!m:r of
onr easily admitfing this. *The Mountain Linnet,” says Yar-
RELL, “ 15 distinguished from the Common Linnet, and from both
the Redpole Linnets, by the greater length of its tail, which gives
this bird a more elongated and slender appesrance ;” and in the
admirable illustrations to his valuable work on British Birds, we
see at onee, by comparing the two species, how marked is the =
difference.  Macernriveay also might be quoted in eonfirmation

of this opinion, as well a8 Janprse, Seuby, and others. This

birdl appears to be not uncommon in Seotland ; especially is this

the case in the western isles. In the south of England it isa

winter visitant only, and the bird-catchers there say that they

can tell immediately if there ave any Mountain Linnets among

the flocks of gmall birds, by their particular note, which resemble

the word “ fwife,” henee one of their popular names. Equally .
good authority might be quoted to show that the Mealy Linne

18 not, a3 some ormitholomsts alivm, o varicty ouly of the Lesser
Redpole. ‘

111. Tme Gouvrrscm.
Fringilla Corduelis, Lix. Chardonneref, Dor.  Der Sfeiplilz ader
Disteifink, Becu. .

Deseription.—This bird—attractive from the beauty of its
plumage and song, ite great docility, and the readiness with
which it breeds with other birds—is five inches and three quar-
ters in length, of which the tail measures two inches. The
beak is five lines in length, very sharp, and slightly bent at
the point, and compressed of the sides.  In colour if 18 whitish,
with a tinge of brown at the tip. The feet are brown, slender,
and six lines in height. The front of the head is hright
scarlet, and a broad stripe of the same colour encireles the root
of the beak. The pell of the head is black, and a similar
stripe passcs over the back of the head, down cach side of the
neck. Behind this stripe is a white spot on both sides; and |
the cheeks and upper part of the neck are also white. The
back and MT of the neck are a beautiful brown; the rump
whitish, with a tinge of brown ; and the larger feathers bine 2
The sides of the breast and groin are light brown ; the middle
of the breast, the belly, and the vent, are whitish, tinged with
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brown. The thighs are greyish; the pen feathers velvety
black, with white tips, which lLecome smaller in old birds,
gnd are sometimes wanting in the two first feathers. The
middle pen feathers are edged on the outer plume—for about
an inch—uwith bright yellow ; which, in conjunction with the
yellow tips of the hindmost large coverls, produces o beautiful
right spot on the wings, The other coverts are black; the
tail 15 slightly forked, and black ; the two, or, sometimes, the
three first pen feathers, having a white spot on the middle of
the inner plume, and the rest being tipped with white. Oeca-
sionally, also, the third feather is quite black at the sides.

The female is somewhat smaller ; the ved stripe round the
beak is neither so bright nor so broad ; the checks ave morked
with light brown; the small wing coveris are brown; the
back dark brown. The assertion often made by bird-sellers,

at the presence or absence of the white speck at the tips of
ihe pen feathers forms o eriterion by which the sexes may be
distinguished, is not founded on foct. As ill founded are the
varieties which they pretend to distinguish by the snme charae-
teristies, which, after all, depend only on the age and condition
of the bird. They contend, also, that a differcnce of size
indicates a corresponding difference of species,  In Thuringin,
the large Geoldfinches, which resemble the Linnet, are called
Fir Goldfinches, and are said to have been bred in the pine-
forests; and the smaller Garden Goldfinches, also from the
place in which they are supposed to have been resred. A
closer observation, however, proves that this distinction has os
little foundution as the last. The birds which first chip the
shell, are always larger than those last hatched, beeause they
appropriate to themselves an unfair sharve of food provided by
the parents.

The well-nscertnined varicties of the Goldfinch are the
following :—1. The Yellow-breasted Goldfinch:—2, The
White-headed Goldfinch:—3. The Iilack-headed Golidfinch,
of which four specimens were once taken out of a single nest :
—4. The White Goldfinch :—5. The Black Goldfinel. Thev
are either altogether black, which in confinement is the result
of age, or the immeoderate use of hemp seod, or they still retain

& vellow spot upon the wing. Here Senervace, the super-
intendent of the menagerie at Casscl, tried the experiment of
rearing a brood of Goldfinches in a cage, from which the light
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was, as far as possible, excluded. They became altogether
black, exeept the yellow spot on the wings, but assumed thed
natural plumage at the first moulting.  Hirds in which the
black hue of the plumage is the cffect of age, retain it
after moulting, which, however, they do not long survive. A
sixth variety is the Basturd Goldfinch, of which more here-

€T,

Jlabifat—The Goldfinch is found all over Europe; ond
throughout the summer.frequents gardens, groves, and such
mounntainous distriets as ave not altogether uneultivated, or ava
planted with coniferous trecs. It is not o bind of passage, but
in autumn collects in flizhts of of most from fifteen to twenty,
and makes éxcursions in search of thistle-down; forsaking
distriets where the snow is thick upon the ground, for others
where the weather is more genial,

This bird may either be kept in the eage, or allowed to
about the room. In the former ense, an ordinary small-sized
Chaffinch-eage is preforable to a bell-shaped one ; a8 the Gold-
finch iz not fond of hopping about the higher perches, and is,
indeed, apt to become dizzy. In the latter, o place separated
from the rest of the room by a grating, or o small tree should
be provided for its sleeping-place. It will be noticed that it
particularly likes to sleep and sing on the topmost branches.

Food.—The natural food of the Goldfineh consists of various
species of small seeds 5 for example, plaintain, suceory, burdock,
lettuce, cabbage, rape, canary, and thistle seeds.

In confinement, 1t should be fed on hemp and poppy seed,
especially the latter. If allowed to range the room, it is
content with the sccond universal paste: and I have one in
my possession, which, though refusing to touch an insect, freely
cats whatever comes to table, whether meat or vogetnbles. A
little green food should be oceasionally given to them; as, for
instance, lettuce or eabbage-leaves, groundsel, watercress, &o.

They are great eaters, and in the aviary usually take up a
position near the food trough, and drive away, with a havsh |
ery, all birds which attempt to ecome near them. At the samo
time, they will feed birds of similar species to themselves—as
Canaries, Siskins, and especially Redpoles, whether male or
emale,

v Breeding.—The Goldfinch prefers to build its nest, which,
with that of the Chaffineh, is among the most remarkable for
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the strength and beanty of its structure, in apple and pear

nil fine root fibwes, finely woven together, and lined with
t wool, hair, and thistle-down. The female lays once a year
five or six pale sca-green cges, spotted with light red, and
often surrounded at the thick end with a circle of small
blackish' stripes. The young, which before the first moulting
are grey on the head, and are hence called Greyheads by the
birdsellers, ave fed from the erop. The males may at a very
citrly period be distinguished by a norrow white ring round
the beak. When taken from the nest, they may be reared on
poppy cced, and bread scaked in milk or water. The song
which they imitate with the greatest ease and perfection is
that of the Canary, with which bird they pair, and produce
bastards, which in their twrn are prolific.  OFf the two birds,
thie Goldfineh should always be the male, as, especially when
ronng, it i3 exceedingly ardent, and will often pair with two
anarice, and rear a double brood. The bastards ave in
neral not very handsome birds, though they have been
occasionally produced with a yellow body and the head of the
Goldfinch, but are d.isl"mguiz—imd by tho excellence of their
song. When, as is often the case, Canaries form negligent
parents, and do not persevere in sitting, it is o good plan to
put the eggs, if possible, in a Goldfineh’s nest.  They will be
hatehed and treated like the other nestlings, and when old
enough to feed themselves, may be tronsferred to o eage,
Diseases.—The dizorder to which Goldfinches are most Liable
is epilepsy. Sorc and swollen eyes, to which they are also
subject, may be cured by an application of unsalted butter,
Stupor and giddiness are oceasionally produced by the im-
erate use of hemp sced, and may be cured by the sub-
stitution of soaked lettnee and thistle-down. In general, it will
conduce to their healith, if they be allowed, now and then, to
pull the sceds from o thistle head. When very old, they

ges. It is semi-spherical, and composed of moss, lichens,
' i

 become blind, and lose the beautiful red and yellow hue of

their head and wings. Though not, generally speaking, a
healthy bird, instanees have been known of their living from
sixteen to twenty-four years.

o of Taking—In spring the Goldfinch may be lured by
a decoy-bird to the decoy bush, or the Chaffinch-trap, espe-
cially if boited with thistle-top: though, from the eautious
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disposition of the bird, neither plan con be recommended as |
likely to be very successful.  In winter they may be cocasiols
ally eaught by attaching springes to a bundle of thistles; and
n aufumn and spring, the springes may be advantageounsly
replaged by limed twigs.

The c:l.lf_uf the Goldfinch is Twfit! or Stichlit !—from the
Iatter of which is derived the name by which it is known in
Bohemia,

Altrictive Qualitics.—The Goldfinch is n lively, handsomc
bird, continually in motion, and uttering its pleasant and
eonorous song at all periods of the year, except when moult-
ing. Itconsists, besides several intricate and twittering notes,
of certain fones, which resemble those of o harp, and it is
valued in proporfion to the number of times in which the
syllable Fink ! recurs. The Goldfinch may also be tanght to

whistle certain airs, and to repeat the song of other birds, Lt

in this respect is not o docile as the Linnet and Canary.

Its tameness is, however, very remarkable, as it even 1
to discharge & small canmon, and fo feign death; as well as io
draw up its food and water, by means of an apparatus pro-
vided for the purpose. This apparatus consists of o band of
soft leather, two lines in breadth, in which are pierced
four holes, through which the feet and wings of the bird
are put, and the ends united to a rving on the belly. To this
ring is attached a small chain, fastened at the other end to the
geed and water vessel.  When the bird is hungry, it pulls the
chain up a little way with its beak, puts its foot on it to retain
the length already gained, then pulls again, and so continues
till its purpose is accomplished. Sometimes the fwo vessels
are attached to a pulley in such n monner, that when one
descends the other rises, so that the bird can only enjoy his
food and drink by twrns. T have also scen Goldfinch-cages
o contrived, that the bird, in taking o seed from the box, wus
compelled at the same time to ring a bell.  As in the case of
several Goldfinches in our room, the bells were harmonized,.
the general effect was not disagrecable. o

The Goldfineh may be tanght to come and go at command,
without fear of losing it, more easily than the Linnet. T
effect this, a Goldfinch to which the warmth of the room
not become absolutely necessary, is to be placed in his cage on
the window-sill, or on a shelf purposely constructed. Near it
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. hemyp seed should be strewn, or a bundle of thistle-tops fastened,

chich, together with the call of the prisoner, will soon attroet
other Goldfinehes.  When they have been accustomed to the
place, the caged bird may be ll.uug inside the window, as a
precaution against the cold, and merely a cage Ieft on the out-
side—not, however, with a view fo frighten the visitors, but only
to terrify the Sparrows., The door of this cage should be so
arranged ns to shut, by means of a thrend communieating
through the window into the resm—a contrivanee which need
be used at fiest only to frighten the Sparrews, if they should
getintoit.  The Goldfinches, on the contrary, should be allowed
to pass in and out at plessure till the snow beging to melt,
or it is probable that they might betake themselves else-
where. They may then be caught, and kept in the eage fill
they are so tame as to fly about the reom, and return to their

ught to be so contrived as to close after the bird without
oize, when he either comes in or goes out, and such a door os
the bird may be taught to open for himself. A bird thus
treated may be restored to liberty, without fear, in the moulting
time in Angust; and, although he may fly away, will certainly
return in December when the snow begins to full, and sing far
better than one which has been confined during the same
period. From the time, however, when he is st free, it 18 o
wise precaution to hang outside the window an open cage, in
which a little food is oceasionally seattered, that he may never
return and be disappointed in his hope of finding nourishment.
The use of a decoy-hird also would do something to ensure his
return ; and, when onee in the cage, the door should be von-
trived 20 as to shut and confine him in the manner before
described.  Adter this experiment hos onee succeeded, it will
not be necessary to repeat the training of the bird by a pertial
Liberty in the room. The enly risk atfendant upon the prac-
tice is, that the bird mu%hbe laid hold of by the fowler during
 hig seasom of liberty. o snme method of taming is often
shecessful in the case of Tits, Chaffinches, and other Lirds.

Apmitioxar.—OF all the sweet songsters that delight the car
th their musie, and the eye with their lively motions, and
eful forms, and delicately blended tints, there is none more
generally known, nor more universally admired, than this bean-
tiful Finch, termed Curduelis, or the Thistle Finch, on account

\{gﬂ at night, or at the word of command. The eage, indeed,
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of its fondness for the downy sceds of a class of plants, which
would be I!.lltﬂ]l more troublesome to the apricalturist, wers it nok
for the assistance rendered by this bright-winged Goldspink,

Goldie, ng_the Seotch call him. This is a bivd very generally
distributed thronghout these islinds, where it permancutly re-
sides, affvcting most the wooded and eultivated districts, although,
for reasons “’ti{‘h it seems difficult to explain, while it is plentaful
in some of these distriets, in others, which appear to possess the
same advanteres, it is extremely rare. ﬁ.tccmmvuw Fives
us the following agrecable picture of the Thistle Finch enjoying
ita favourite food and pasture :—* Let us stroll abroad on this
fine auntummnal da}-,-, when the sun shinez rightly on the yellow
fields, and tho thistle-down floata along ou the gentle breeze,
gliding like snow-flakes over the river. There, on that old
pasture, is the source of the plumy eruption, a forest of tall
weeds, which the hushandman ought to have pulled up and burnt
before they had time to perfect their seeds.  See, tulis of down

molishing all the beads, anthodic or capitula, as the botanists
term them. How curiously they hang on the prickly stems o
lesves—with what adroitness do they thrust their bills into th
h%:mh:f the involucres—and how little do 1}113 ' rcgnrdn:;sdus they

their pleasant anit, unconscious of danger, piping
ﬁ{ir meIJnE-r cn]l-nu}-z;r!"

“ Long as I have noticed this bird," says Kxarr, * it has ap-
peared to mo that it never makes any plants generally its food,
except those of the syngenesia class, and on these it diets nearly
the whole year. In the spring scason it picks out the seeds from
the fir cones. During the winter months, it very frequently
vizits our gardens, feeding on the secds of the groundsel (Senecio
vulgaris), which ehiefly abounds in cultivated places, and vege-
tates there thronghout the coldest seasons, This, however, is a
humble plant ; and when covered by the snow, the poor birds aro
half famished for want. We then see them striving to satisfy
their hunger by picking some solitary green head of the plant
remaining above the frozen snow; and so tame, that they will
suffer a very near approach before they take their flight. the
frost continues, our litlle garden visitors diminish daily, and by

ring only a few pairs remain of all the flocks of autumn. Yet
ﬂ’ iz very remarkable, notwithstanding this natural predflle:!mu.
how readily this hird conforms to a perfect change in ita diet, and
in all the habits of its life. Most of our little songsters, when
capturcd as old hirds, become in confinement sullen and dis
pirited ; want of exercise, and of particular kinds of food, a
their changes, alter the quality of the fluids: they become fat-

are seattered about by those little birds, that seem bent on :I:%’
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. tened, and indisposed to action by repletion ; fits and ailments
enzne, and they mope and die.  But I have known our Goldfineh,
immediately after its capture, commence feeding on its canary or
hemp-seed—food it could never have tasted before; nibble bis
sugar in the wires like an enjoyment it had been accustomed to,
frizk round its eage, and dress its plumage, without manifesting
the least apparent regret for the los of companions or of hiberty.
Harmless to the labours or the prospects of us lords of the crea-
tion as so many of our small birds are, we have none less charge-
able with the commission of injury than the Goldfinch ; yet its
blameless, innocent life does not exempt it from larm. Iis
beauty, its melody, and its early reconciliation to confinement,
rendering it a desirable companion, it is caplured to cheer us
with its manners and its voice, in airsz and regions very different
from its native thistly downs, and apple-blossom bowers.”

Bropenir well observes, that * the dddornaire Goldfinch
builds one of the most elegant nests that our English Finches
roduce : moss, lichens, wool, and gross, artistically intertwined
orm the outside of the fabric, which is gencrally hidden in o
wiet orchard or secluded garden, where, in the midst of some
everpreen—an arbutus, perchance—it is protected from the ﬁ_}'-
ing eve by the compact leafy screen of the well-grown healihy
shrub; the delicate down of willows, or dwarf eorly-seeding
plants, the choicest lamb's wool, and the finest hair, form the
warm lining, in which the blueish-white eggs, dotted with a few
rich brown spots, are deposited.”

112. Tre Ssxm,
Fringille Spinug, Lox.  Tarin, Bur, Der Zeisly, Becn.

Deseription.—This well known Cage-bird is four inches and
three quarters in length, of which the tail measures one inch
and three quarters. The beak is four lines in length, and
contracted towards the point, which is very sharp. The fip
iz brown ; the rest light grey, except in winter, when it be-
comes white.  The shanks are seven lines in height, and, with
the elaws, rown.  The top of the head and throat are black ;
the neck, checks, and back, green ; the latter speckled with
black. The rump, as well as a stripe between the eyes, the
under part of the neck, and the Lreast, are greenish yellow ;
the belly, vent, and groin, whitish yellow ; the two last being

red with black spots. The pen feathers are black, bor-
dered with yellowish green on the outer plume, and after the
. fourth, have a yellow spot pear the root. The lesser wing
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coverts are green; the larger edged with vellow, which pro-
duces stripes of the samo colour, The tail i forked ; 3.‘91]_1““'
near the root, and the rest—with the whole of the two centre
feathers—Dblack.

The plumage of the female is in general paler; the head
and back are greyer, and more spotted with black ; the throat
and the sides ave whitish; the breast and the neck white,
murked with green and black ; the feet grovish brown.

The male generally loses the black of the throat in the
esecond year; anl for the most part, the older ho is, the groener,
yellower, and therefore handsomer, he becomes, There are -
also varieties of this bird—black, white, and speckled Siakins.
ﬁ;}mﬁ years ago 1 shot one, in which the Lreast was quite

MK

Jlubitat.—The Siskin is found throughout Europe, and is
very common in Germafy, where it remains during the wig-
ter. It does not, however, confine itself to one place, but flirgg—
about in search of food. 1t may either be confined in o sma
cage, like that of the Chaffinch, or left to range the room.

Food.—TIn summer the Siskin feeds on the seeds of the fir
and pine; in autumn, of the hop thistle and burdeck ; ond in
winter, of the alder, ns well az on the buds of trecs.

In & cage, it may be fed on poppy seed, with which a liltle
crushed hemp seed may be occasionally mixed. If, however,
it be allowed to range the room, it is content with the first
universal paste. It is a very greedy bivd, and although =o
small, eats more than o Chaffineh ; perching all day—if kept
with other birds—on the =eed box, and fighting with all that
approach it. It is also o wreat diver,-yet, thongh wanting a
constantly fresh supply of water, ravely bathes, but contents
itself with spirting it over its feathers with its beak., The
operation is frequently followed by a careful combing and
wrangement of its plumage.

Breeding—The old story that the Siskin's nest has wevern
been secn, has long heen exploded among us. It prefers
building in forests of pime or fir, and places its nest on the'
highest bough of one of these trees, or sometimes on the branch
of the alder. It is fastened to the branch with spider’s webs,
coral-moss, and threads from the eocoonz of various insects
and is cleverly eonstructed of these materials, woven together
with small twigs, and lined with very fine roots. The femalo

e
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generally lays five or six eggs, of a groyish white, thickly
gpotted, especially at the lage end, with pwple brown.
gre two broods in @ year; amd the males increase in

anty till after their fourth moulting.

Bastards between the Cangry Bird and Siskin are often pro-
dueed, which resemble both the parents, and are very hand-
“some birds, especially if the offspring of a yellow Canary. The
experiment of pairing is more certain of suecess—though the
young are not so beautiful—if’ & Green Conary, which itself
secms 1o have some affinity with the Siskin, be sclected for
the purpose. :

Dhiseases—A very futal discase, which oficn attncks the
Siskin, is epilepsy.  Tis term of life, in confinement, is from
eight to twelve years,

Aode of Diking—In autumn and winter, the Biskins, by
of a decoy bird of their own *specics, may be taken in
wat numbers in the barn-floor trap. In spring they ore
chely taken by the decoy bush, and may be generally de-
ibed as by no means shy. Persons who live mear a brock
shaded by alders, have canght them by merely putting a Sis-
kin cut of the window, and a fow limed twigs near the cage;
and I have myself seeured them in a cage, baited with hemp
and poppy seed, and provided with a deor like that deseribed
under the head Goldfineh. To this they were lured by a
Siskin inside the room’; and when in the cage, I closed the
door by means of the connecting thread. They may also be
taken by marking the place where they go to drink at noon,
and surronnding it judiciously with limed twigs. °

Their call, which they utter frequently and loudly, is Dillak !

Aftractice Qualitizs—The Siskin is an attractive bird, in
rozard both to its plumage and its song ; the latter being gene-
rally little more than a continnous chirrap, resembling the noise
made by a stoeking-loom, a peenliarity which renders it a favour-
ite with stocking-weavers.  Itimitates the songs of other birds,
for example,—ol Tits, Larks, and Chaffinches, but does not scem
‘uble to learn to whistle a tane, It sings throughout the year,
except during the moulting season ; and by its continual twit-
tering, invites all the birds in the aviary to sing. When

1, it feels the loss of frecdom =o little, ns to cot as soon us
put into the cage, and on the second day to manifest no sign

he!
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of alarm if auy one approaches,  TE may be tanght to draw
water, and muny tricks of a similar ehurseter; and i winter |
may be trained to come and go, by placing the eage oulsd
the window, and strowing poppy and hemp seed before th
open door. It generally comes back, and brings severnl com-
radis with it, It is hardly prudent to let it loose in Mareh,
September, or October, which are the scasons for wandering ;
though instances have been known, in which trained birds,
which hare been lot loose, have returned after o very consider-
able interval of time.

Apprrrovas.—The Siskin Finch, or Aberdevine, as it is fre-
quently called, is somewhat larger than the Goldfinch, and not
go compact in appearance, nor Are its plumes so beantifully marked
and tinted. With us, according to Mupig, * it caunot be con-
sidered a very rare bird, beeause it is met with in many parts of
Britain, thouigh seldom, if ever, in the exiveme north ; and when

flocks, or ot least in packs ; but as Tt e can it be considered as
regular winter visitant, having an equatorial migration, snd in
eonsequence of that, appearing and disappenring at nearly the
same times every year. Lts migration is rather o migration in
lonitude, and an voluntary ene, produced by the winds, which
waft the birds to different parts of the country at different times
of the year, according to their direction, their intensity, their con-
tinuance, and probably whether they be or not pecompanicd by
falls of snow on the continent. In no instance have they been
observed so early in the senson as our regular autumnal birds,
which are known to breed within the aretic eircle in the western

rt of the continent. They are said to make their appearance
in flocks in the lower parts of Germany, about the same time of
the year at which our grain-cating birds leave the wilds, and
ek on the eultivated fields ; but with us ihey appear conside-
rably later, and sometimes not till the summer birds have begun
to arrive.  Analogy would lead us to the conclusion that they
breed with us, buf that, like the Haw(inches, they lide them-
selves in the depths of the southern forests at that timo ; but
with us, their history, in a state of pature, is very imperfect.
They are chiefly known as Cage-birds, and a8 such they are es-
teemed for their beauty, their doeility, their healthiness, thei
song, and the readiness by which they produce a mixed breed
either way, with the Canary Finches. ‘l}ieir song is not unplea
iﬂ.:mt: i some resemblinee to that of the Canary, but iLA
a8 ; .

Bortox eays, that * in the southern countries it is generally

it does appear, it is not in solitary stragaling individuals, hut;n r
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. called the Barley-bird, being seen about that seed fime; and in

the neighbourhood of London, it is kuown by the name of the

rdevine, It often mixes with the smalloe Linnets, and is

- saem picking the seeds of the alder, with its back downwards, It

iz a smging hl_rf]. and being rather gearce, foteles o higher price

than the merit of ita song deserves, though that is soft, sweet,

un!i various. It will imitate the notes of other birds, even to the

chirping of the Sparrow. It is familiar, cheerlul, and docile, and

bepins its song u}nrlﬂ' i the morning. It breeds frecl with the

= II’.:“-:mnr:,', and, like the Goldfineh, may be taught to draw up its

2 little bucket with water and food. @ latter consists {‘hit'lf"' of

: seeds. It drinks frequently, and is foud of throwing water over
its feathers.”

“ T am convineed,” observes Neviern Woon, “ilat ornitho-
logists are mistaken in supposing the Siskin Goldwing to be a
rare oceasional visitant. Even in Derbyshire I should be almost
inclined to consider it indigencus, ss fulure investigations will

| _ Ppbhably find it in many of the fir forests of Seotland.” In con-
ation of this opimon, we may quote MACGILIAIVAEAY, who
I

chils this bird the Black-headed Thistlefinch, and says that “it
been found of late years breeding in various purts of Scof-
land,” and opines that most, if not all, of the individuals seen in
the winter months are indigenous.
YarwELL observes, that ** the Biskin appear to be much more
plentiful in the north than in the south ;" and there seems o be
no doubt that some, perbaps many, paivs remain and breed an-
nually in or about the fir-woods and plantations of the northern
counties of England and Scotland.  Although greatly reduced in
numbers before these flocks arrive in the southern counties, the
Siskin is not uncommon from September to April, and is most
: frequently seen in small flocks, sometimes by themselves, but
more frequently in company with Linnets and Redpoles, twitter-
1 ing almost incessantly as they iy, uppumuﬂi: for the osn of

kecping them together, while they search the alder, ?:SJ, amd
[nm!!:; {or seeds as food; their voice also very much resembles
that of the lesser Redpole.”

» 113. Tog Rrxc Sranmnow.
Fringilla Pefronia, Lix.  Soulei, Dur,  Der Grafink, B,
Deseription.—If it were not for the benk, this bird might
be taken for the female of the Yellowhaommer, so ?m:.t is

5 resemblanee in form and colour. It is auollia nnil
three quarters in length, of which the tail es two
inches. The beak is five lines long, thick at the root; of a

T
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groyish brown on the upper, and white on the under side.
The feet are ten lines high, and greyish brown. The head, 88
far as the nape of the neek, is 2 reddish ashien grey, sImLEW('
with dark brown; while round it, beginning from the eyes)
runs a ring of dull white. The back is brown, the feathers
having edges of reddish grey, which produces the appearance
of grey spots. The rump and sides are greyish brown ; the
under part of the body reddish grey, mized with white. The
neck yellow in front, edged af the sides with ashen grey. The
wings gmgish brown. The larger wing coverts have white
ints. The tail feathers are greyish brown, edged with o
ighter shade of the same colour, and hoaving the cutermost
feathers tipped with white.

The female is more prevailingly grey on the upper part of
the body, and has a small pale }'-c?lcw spot on the front of the
neck. p

Obsereations.—~This bird may frequently be met with in
German forests. It isa bird of passage only in cold countries.
In a state of nature, it feeds, like the House Sparrow, on seeils
and insects, and builds in hollow trees. In captivity it may
be fed on rape and poppy sceds, as well as on the first univer-
sal paste. They arc oftener tamed en aceount of their” beauty
or rarity, than of their song, which has no recommendation.

114. Tue Cirnin Frxem.

Fringilin Citrinella, Lix,  Venluron de Provence, Buy. Der Citranen
Fink, BecH,

Deseription.— This bird is sometimes mistaken for the Serin
Finch { Loxia Serinus, Lrx.}; but the peeuliority of the beak
is sufficient proof that it is a distinct species. The Serin Finch
hes a short and thick beak: while in the Citril Finch it is
lomg, sharp, and somewhat eompressed, like those of the Gold-
ﬁmﬁn and Siskin, The species at prescnt before us bears o
strong affinity in form, colour, voice, and food to the Canary;
except that it is somewhat smaller, and its voice is less sono-
rous. The resemblanee is indeed so close, that T should take
the Citril Finch for the original wild stock of the Canary, were
not sugh to be found in the Canary Tslands at this day.

Tt isqE five inches in length, of which the tail meas:
two inches, and is eight inches from tip to tip of the expanded
wings. The beak is brownish; the fect o pale flesh colour.
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Its plumage, which is greenish vellow, tinged in pats with

shen prey and blackish brown, resembles in general that of

¢ Green Finch,  The forchead, back, and rump are yellowish
\green ;. the back of the heagl, and the sides of the neck, as far
as the throat, grey ; the throat, breast, belly and vent greenish
yellow. The smaller wing coverts are yellowish green; the
larger, brownich black, with a wide border of yellowish green.
The pen feathers are brownish black ; the foremost edged with
whitish yellow, the hindmost with yellowish green. The
tail is somewhat forked, and all the feathers are blackish
brown, edged on the narrow plume with greenish yellow, and
on the broad with white.

The colours of the female are less clear and beautiful: the
vellow on the head and lower part of the body is duskier, and
the grey on the back of the head and neck extends round the

¥ like a collar, and is spotted with greenish yellow.
Observations.—This rare and beautiful Cage-bird is a native
f the South of Europe, though sometimes found in those
purts of Germany which border on France. It is chiefly kept
on account of its song, which resembles that of the Canary,
and needs the same treatment s that bird. In its native
country, which seems fo be the Southern Alps, it builds its
nest on thick, shrubby firs, and subsists principally on the
seeds of coniferous trees.

115. Toe Liriaxp Frvem.
Fringilla Loponica, Lix.  Grand Montain, Dur.  Der Lerehen
Fink, Becu.

Description.—The name of the Lark Finch, by which this
bird is known in Germany, is exceedingly appropriate, as it so
closely resembles the Lark, not only in colour and genersl
appearance, but in having a large spur on its heel, as to be
frequently mistaken for it. In ome respect, the unfortunate
bird suffers for the resemblance, being often killed by the
bird-catchers, when taken in their Lark nets. Tt is about the
size of the Yellowhammer, being six ond a half inches in
length, of which the tail measures nearly two inches. The
beak is yellow, tipped with black ; the feet, dark brown. The

is blackish, with specks of whitish oran oF. in some
cases quite black. A white stripe passes on each side, from
the root of the heak, over the eve, and down the neck,

.
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inclining at last towards the breast. The upper part of the
hody iz orange, spottcd with brown ; the throat and bre
light orange, in some cases with a black spot in the centre.
The belly, vent, and shanks, arg white; the smaller wing’
coverts light orange; the eentre black, with a yellow border,
and white tips, which produces a white stripe across the
wings, The pen feathers are black, bordered with yellow;
the tail somewhat forked, and similar in colour,

The plumage of the female is Lighter. The breast is
spotted with grey and black ; while, in other respeets, she
hears a close resemblance to the Skylark.

Observations—This bird iz a native of the northern regions,
both of the 0ld and New World, and migrates in winter
towards the south. It may generally be scen om its south-
ward jowrney in company with the Skylark, while it returns
home with the Snow Bunting,  If taken, it is generally in ke
autumn, with the Skylarks. Tts call is o loud “PgFI™ an
its ery resembles that of the Linnet. The note of the femalef
which also gings, resembles that of the Bullfinch, though hardly
=0 zomorous. 1ts habits, if allowed to range the room, resemble
thoze of the Lark; but if confined in a cage it sits quietly
upon the perches, like a Chaffinch. It may be fed either on the
first universal paste, or on hemp, poppy and rope sceds, which
form a diet, on which it will live for many years. It is also
fond of meal worms ; and in summer, like our common Chaf-
finch, probably subsists, in part, on insecets,

116. Tne Sxow Frxci.

Frirgifla Nivals, Lix.  HMinson de neigeox Niverrole, Doy, Der Sehknuee
Fink, Becn.

Deseription.—The name of this bind may be aseribed either
to the white colour of its plumage, to the fact that it is found
upon the loftiest mountains, or to its strong resemblance fo the
Snow Bunting. Ttis about the size of a Skylark, being seven
inches and a quarter in length, of which the tail measures two
inches and o quarter. The beak is nine lines in length ; thick*

at the root, running rather suddenly to pink, and shining
black. The shanks are fen lines in height; the feet dark

brown. The top of the head, cheeke, temples, nape and s
of the neck, are dark grey; the wings are spotted with grey
and white ; the back greyish brown, varying in shade. The
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romp is mottled with black and white; the thront spotted

rith the same colours; the upper part of the breast whitish
greys the rest of the lower part of the body white, The
foremost pen feathers are black ; the rest, ns well as the wing
coverts, white; the tail feathers are white, tipped with black,
with the exception of the two external ones, which are entirely
white, and the two in the centre, which are altogether black.

The fomale is hardly distinguishable from the male. The
head is grey, tinged with red; and all the lower part of the
body is snow white, except the breast, which has a dingy
appearance, and the sides, which are spotted with black.

Observations.—This bird is a notive of the mountainous
districts in the South of Europe, but reaches Central Germany
in its migrations. I have scen it in Thuringia, among small
flocks of the Mountain Finch, with which it may frequently
fcaught on the decoy-bush. Tt is a lively bird in the cage,
and may be fed on millet, rape and hemp seed, though appear-
ing to prefer to any other food the seeds of the fir free, and of ©
ild hemp | Gallopsis’ Cannabina, Lix). It is not improbable,
also, that in a state of nature, it partly subsists on inseets.
The call is * Aip, kip!" ond it sings comstantly, though
scarcely more pleasantly than the Mountain Finch, to which
bird it bears, in many respects, a strong reanmi‘llnnec. When
Lept by the amateur, it is, therefore, chiefly on' account of its
rarity.

!

117. Tue Cawazmy.

Fringitla Canaria, L1, Serin de Canarde, Buvy. Der Canarien Vogel, Brcu.
Dieseription.—The original home of this bird,—now so well
known in every couniry in Europe, even as far morth as
Russin and Siberia, and everywhere prized for the beauty
of its plumage, its engaging disposition, its admirable song,
and its extraordinary docility,—is the Canary Islands, where
it brecds on the banks of rivulets. It is said to have been m#ro-
duced into Europe in the beginning of the sixtecnth century,
. by a ship bound for Leghorn, which foundered near the island
of Elba. The birds get at liberty by this accident found the
elimate so propitious as fo breed, and wonld probably have
become at fzg quite acclimatized, had they not been so dili-
tly sought after by the bird-catchers, that not a single
individual is now to be found in the island. Tt was there-
fore from Italy that Canaries were introduced into the rest
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of Furope. Their preservation in captivity was rendered .
at first more difficult, by the fact that very few foma ' i
wire imported. The original colour of the bird was grey,
inclining to green on the under part of the body, and, on the
whole, not unlike that of the Lirnet.  But this has undergone

s0 complete a change from domestication, difference of climate,

and hybridizing with birds allied in species, that we now have
Canaries of almost every colour. The prevailing hues, how-
ever, are grey, yellow, white, blackish, and reddish brown :

the mixture of which again gives rise to innumerable varieties.

Iu Italy the Canary has bred chiefly with the Citril Finch and

the S8erin ; in Northern Europe with the Linnet, Green Finch,

and Biskin, Were it not indeed o well-established fact that

the Canary is a native of the islands of the same name, we
might reasonably suppose that it descended from some one or
more of the speeies above-mentioned. I have seen o m ;
between a Siekin and a Serin, which exactly resembled a Green
Canary, and also the offspring of & female Grey Canary, i
which no trace of their renl parentage was discernible.

Those Canaries which are blackish grey, or greyish brown on
the upper part of the body, like a Linnet, and at the lower part
precnish yellow, like o Green Finch, are the commonest and
healthiest birds, and have deviated less from the colour of the
original stock. Their eyes are dark brown. Yellow and white
Canarics have often red cyes, and are not so strong. The reddish-
brown Canaries, with greyish brown eves, are the rarest, and
in respeet to strempth and longevity, occupy an intermediate
position between the other two variefies. As, however, the
plumage of the Canary gencrally dieplays more than one of
these colours, the bird is valuable in proportion to the regu-
larity with which it is marked. Those, however, in which
the body is yellow or white, and the wings, tail, and head—
patticularly if crested —yellowish dum, are al preseut con-
sidered the handsomest birds. Next to these are the Golden
Yellow Canaries, with black, blue, or blackish grey head, |
wings, and tail ; them, the blackish bird, with grey or yellow
head and collar; next, the Yellow Canaries, with black or
greenish yellow head, which in this case should have a crest,
The grey, or almost black Canaries, with the yellow breast,
white head and tail, are held in peculiar estimation.  Such
birds as are irregularly motiled or spotted, as well as thusaﬂ

- "
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which are umform in colour, are considered of but little value.
1 may notice here, that it is o mistuke to suppose that these
-\Fﬁﬂitﬂ ol eolour are produced in Canaries and other birds by
aricty of food ; as, in peint of fact, the food of wild birds, in
which these varieties are not observed, is far less uniform.
They may more probably be ascribed to an wnnatural babit of
lifie, wont of exercise, and the use of artificial dict, My own
birds, which are fed on the simplest nutriment, display those
varictics of colour as much as auy others,
ot The female is hardly distinguishable from the male, except’
l that the plumage of the latter is generally brighter in colour.
His head also is rather lareer and lenger; the body more
slender; the neck mot so short; ond the legs longer and
straighter. Another special characteristie is, that the yellow -
of the temples, and round the eyes, is always brighter than in

% other part of the body. A
‘\?}‘i:he Canary iz about the size of a Linnet; being five inches
length, of which the tail messures two and a guarter.
The beak is five lines in length, strong, pointed, and whitish;
L the feet are flesh-coloured, and eight lines high,

The principal mule Canaries are the following:—1. The
mule between the Canary and the Goldfinch. The colours of
this very handsome bird resemble, in some degree, those of
cach parent. The mest beantiful which T have cver scen was
ashen grey on the erest, and silvery white on the rest of the
head, ond the upper part of the neck. A broad orange stripe
gurrounded the root of the beak, ond a snow-white collar
enciteled the neek. The back was greyish brown, streaked
with black ; the under part of the body, including the rump,
white. The wvent, the wings, and the first pen-feathers are
white ; the rest, os well as the coverts, black, cdged with
yellow, and having o golden yellow spot in the middle of the
wings. The tail was white, with a black spot at the side;
the beak white, with a black tip; and the feet also white.
The mother of this bird was white, with o grecnish grey crest ;
and it may generally be rémarked, that the most beautiful birds
are the offspring of a Goldfinch and a yellow or white Canary.

2. The mule between the Canary and the Siskin very

4 cly resembles the female Siskin, if the offspring of a
female green Canary. If she be white or yellow, the mule is
lighter in colour, but still like the Siskin in shape.
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8. The mule between the Conary and the Greenfinch closely .

resembles the next variety.
4. The mule between the Canary and the Serin Finch, if n;’/
bred from a female Conary, Whim is either yellow or white
cannot be distinguished from the common grey or green
Canary, except by its smaller size, and thick short beak.

5. The mule between the Canary and the Linnet, if bred
from a grey Canary, ean hardly be distinguished from it,
except by the length of its tail ; if from a yellow or white one,
is variegated in colour.

The other known mules are less common.

Ilabitat —Exeept in the breeding scason, the mules should
be kept in small bell-shaped cages, made of wire, which ought
to be not less than one foot in height, and eight inches in
diameter, and provided with two perches, placed crosswise,
one above the other. The fomales moy either be allowed to
range the room with clipped -wings, or be confined in a ca%
guch o size, 08 to admit of constant and voried motion.  Thy
exercise has o great effect in preserving health and 3trt~ng1ﬁ,
In the small eages, adapted for one bird, the seed and water
vessels should be placed at the extremities of the lower perch.
They shonld be made of glass, and the seed-trough should be
provided on the outside with a covering of some gort, to prevent
the bird from scaftering its food. For the same reason, the
seed-drawers for the larger cages are covered with a net of
fine wire. As cleanliness is the most effectual preventive of
many discases to which this pretty bird is subject, the bottom
of the eage should be so constructed as to draw out; and ought
to be cleared and strewed with river sand not less than onee
a week. The eage ought never to be laft in winter in a room
without fire, a8 these domesticated little foreigners hove never
‘been inured to the severity of our climate, though in summer
1]13 delight in fresh air. They always sing best in broad
sunlight, and when the matural warmth of the day prompts
them to take the refreshment of the bath,

Fyood—Under this head, the most important, as regands
the management of Canaries, it may be laid down as a gene-
ral rule, that the simplest and most natural diet is the best
The best food for Canaries is the summer rape seed ;
namely, which is sown late in spring; and neither so large
nor s0 black as the winter rape seed, which is sown in
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autumn. Like Linnets, they thrive on this food alone; but
y it is oceasionally advisable, especially in spring, when they
Eﬂﬂﬁuﬂ] to breed, to mix with it o little crushed hemp.
ary, and poppy seed.  Detter still, perhaps, is & mixture of
summer rape sced, oats, or oatmenl, and a little millet or
canary seed. This is especially adopted for the females, though
in winter they are olso content with bread, or barley-meal,
soaked in milk, if they receive o fresh supply overy day. In
summer, both sexes ought to be supplied with green food—
cabbage or lettuce leaves, turnip-tops, groundsel, watcrcress
(if well washed); and in winter, with pieces of sweet apple.
As for the mixture of rape seed, millet, hemp seed, canary seed,
oats, oatmenl, poppy seed, lettuce secd, linsced, plaintain seed,
tansy sced, pink seed, sugar, cakes, biscuits, buns, and the like,
which some people give to their birds, it is injurious, in every re-
epget. It makes them dainty, weak, disinclined to breed, sickly,

d generally kills them at an emly age. It.is easy enough

accustom these, and other birds, to eat and enjoy whatever
comes to table; but, in so doing, we only lay the foundation
for future disease, and speedy death. While, on the contrary,
poor people, who are not acquainted even with the nomes of «
many of these delieacies, suceeed in rearing and preserviog
healthy, handsome, and lively birds.

Conaries should be supplicd daily with clean water, for
drinking and bathing ; and they swallow the larger grains of the
sand with which their cage is strewed, as an aid to the process
of digestion. These remarks, however, must throughout be
understood to apply only o full grown birds, as the young re-
quire a very different treatment.

Breeding.—The propagation of these birds is attended with
many diffieulties, which have been rather increased than
diminished by the innumerable expedients invented to obviate
them. For pairing, young males, of from two fo five years
old, are usually selected ; and cxperience shows, thatif such
breed with females older than themselves, the majority of the
Yrood will consist of males. Old birds may be recognised by
the projecting blackish seales on the legs, and by their long

z elaws.  Good breeding birds are rare and costly, Some
a4 gre melancholy and Elllegmafic, and are go silent s not
to attract the attention of their mates; some arc so passionate,
as to be always fighting with the females, and even to kill the
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nestlings; others, again, =0 ardent, as to teaze the female during
the time of incubation, to tesr tho nest, break the eges, or
induce the mate to forsake her oggs or nestlings.  The fomales)
too, have their foults. Some forsake their pEs 08 S00M 08
laid, snd begin to pair again; others, are inattentive in feeding
their young, or even hite them, and pull ut their feathers, so
that they die a miscrable death; others lay their pozz at too
long intervals, or are so much exhausted by the effort, as to be
unable 1o give them the requisite attention afterwards. For
all these faults, varions corrections have been proposed, but [
have found none of them effectual in every case ; and it is best
for the amateur to get rid of such birds as I have described,
and to supply their places with othera.

To procure handsome young omes, the best method is to
allow only such birds to pair as are both of the same colour,
and themselves clearly marked; though of course, in lage
aviaries, when the birds pair promiscuously, this prenauat‘?:?"
cannot be taken. Gmeni.ﬁfjar brownish, paired with ligh
yellow birds, often produce very handsome offspring.  Onk
rule, however, may be laid down ns invarinble; not to allow
two crested birds to pair, as the young ones are almost always
bald, or in someway disfigured on the head.

Conarics begin to pair about the middle of April, and may
be allowed to do so either in a cage or a room. In the former
cese, & male and a female, or o male and two females, are to be
confined in a large wire cage. In the latter, the room must
be partly filled with pine boughs ( piva spicea, Lin.) which
have becn eut in February, and do not thercfore.shed their
leaves. In both cases the birds must be able to enjoy the
warmth of the sun, and must be furnished with hemispherical
nests of turned wood, or osicrs woven together, two for ench
pair. If for a window-sash o wire grating could be con-
veniently substituted, so that the birds could have frosh air, as
well as Light and warmth, it would tend materially to incrense
the strength and health of the young omes. The pair which
are designed to breed together, should be put for a week into o
small cage, before being removed fo the breeding-cago. If a
male is to be mated with two fomales, the females ought to ba
}:r&mus]} kept in a small cage, till they have learned to agree

n this case, the breeding-cago E]'IB‘IIII be divided into two
parts, by a partition, in which is a communication, closed by a
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sliding door. The male is first put, with one of the females,

o ingo oue of the compartments, with the deor of commuuication
Fﬁft. When she has laid, he is to be taken away and put into
khe other compartment with the second fomale.  When she
also has laid her eggs, the deor may be left permanently open,
and the male allowed to pass from one to the other. He will,
in this ease, visit his two mates alternately, and they on their
part will manifest no jealousy of each other. In o reom full
of Comgrics, the proportion of males to females should be one
to two, or ¢ven three.  Each male will first select & favourite,
with which he will pair, and always eontinue on the most
affectionate terms; but during the process of ineubation, he
will be invited to pair by the other females, and will probably
do so, without :Li'tunnlr%!a troubling himself much with either
them or their eges. It is noticed, that from wniens such as
thege, the largest broods, and best birds, are produced.

f the floor of the room be strewed with fine moss and lichen,
the birds will need no further help in building their nests ;
ttkough some persons supply them with hair of various animals,
swine's bristles, fine dry hay, shreds of paper, and woollen or
linen ¢loth: of these materials, the birds sclect the coarser for
the substance, the finer for the lining of the nest. They are
sometimes prompted by instinet to build a nest on the pine
branches, without the aid of the foundation of wood, or osier,
provided for them; but it is never very skilfully cofstructed,
nor carefully finished. As is the ense with most birds, the
female is erally the builder ; while the male only chooses
the place for the nest, and carries the materiale. The female
is incessantly in motion with the nest, and invites the male to |
the act of pairing, which generally tales place at that time,
with an incessant chirruping. This is repeated more fre-
quently s the time of laying the cggs approaches: amd
between the first pairing, and the laying of the first cgp, o

riod of seven or eight days usually intervenes. One egg is

aid each day—pgencrally ot the same hour—till they reach five
8ix in number; and the f}ldri.ng continues up to the com-
encement of inenbation. the birda be good sitters, it is
Whcient to leave them to themsclves, without offering any
ificial assistance. It is, however, usual to take the egyrs
awny 1 soon as laid, supplying their place in the nest with an
ivory nest-cgg, and laying them up in a box in fine, dry river
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sand. When the female has ceased to lay, the eggs are put
back in the nest to be hatehed. She lays three or four times |
a year, from April to September, and in some cases 1s 8o ardeilp’
in propagating the species, as not to cease laying cven during
the moulting season. The cggs are sea-green in colour, mord
or less spotted and streaked with reddish brown and violet.
The period of -incubation is thirteen days; and if it be sus-
pected that any of the cggs are addled, the point may be as-
cortained by inspection of them, at the end of eix or eight
days. If at this period they be held up before a strong light,
anid appear to be full of blood-vessels, they are good; but if
their substance appear to be elear and transparent, they may
be thrown away as worthless. The male relieves the femnlo
at the labour of incubation during a few hours in every day;
though the latter flies back as soon as her hunger is sntisficd,
and if the male refuses to give up his place, drives him from
it with beak and claws. She is probably aware that ho Wy
perform his office imperfectly; will not tum the eggs enif
ficiently often, or will allow them to become too hot or
cold. 'The life of the young birds, even in the shell, is very
precarious; and they are often killed by the discharge of a
gun, the slamming of a door, or any other loud or sudden
noise,

As soon as the young are hatehed, a trough should be put
into the cfge, filled with a quarter of a hard-beiled egg, chopped
gmall, mixed with a little wheaten bread, which has been
soaked in water, and afterwards préssed dry. In o sccond
vessel should be placed rape seed, which two hours before has
_ been boiled, and afterwards washed in cold water, to take away
all its pungency. For bread, some persons substitute biscuit ;
a change of very little real comscquence. The main thing
to be looked to, is, that no food intended for young Canaries
should stand #ll it becomes sour.  The chicf cccupation of the
male mow, for some time, consisis in supplying the young
with food : a luhour which he takes almest whelly upon him-
sclf, probably with a view of allowing the female to rest,
the fatigue of incubation. If, in consequence of any accident, it
should be necessary to feed the young birds by hand, the hes
food is wheaten bread, or biseuit grated fine, and mixed with ra
secd crushed small. A little of this food, moistened with yolk
of egz and water, should be given to ench bivd, by means of o
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quiill, ten or twelve times o day. About four quills-full will
. Lrfound suflicient for a meal,
'T[l'p to the twelfth day the young are almost destitute of
pathers, and need the warmth of their moether’s wing; ond it
is sometimes the case, capeeinlly in cold dry scasons, that they.
never become properly fledged. A lady, whg has paid o good
deal of attention to this subject, Madame C. has observed
that the growth of the feathers is promoted by a bath of luke-
warm water. A similar immersion she has found to be of
great use in aiding the young birds—when not yet hatched—
to chip the shell.  After the thirteenth day they are able to
feed themselves; omd when a month old, may be faken from
the parent birds, and confined in separate cages, which it is
advisable to hang ot some distance from one another. For a
few weeks, mape seed, sonked in the manner above described,
shopld be mixed with their ordinary food; ss a too sudden
\ﬁ‘g} of dict wonld probably have an unfavourable effect on
tiheir health during the moulting season.

\ When the young are from twelve to fourtern days old, the
fomale begins to prepare for a second brood ; builds o new nest,
and has often loid her eggs, before the former brood are fully
fledged. I must not, however, omit*to state, that when a
male has been paired with two fomales, in the manner before
mentioned, one of which dies before her eges are hatched, the
other will reecive them into her nest, sit on them till they are
hatehed, and treat the young birds with as much attention as
herown. To do this, she will even aveid end repulse the
earesses of her mate. It is alleged—mnot without some ghow
of probability—that the healthicst and strongest Canaries are
such as have been bred in garden aviavies, which afford abun-
dant opportunities for exercise,

The Canary frequently pairs with birds of not dissimilar
gpecies, md produces mules, which propagate their kind, As
we have before seen, the Linnet, Lesser Redpole, Goldfineh,
Hiskin, Serin and Citril Finches, are best adapted for this pur-

. Experiments, alzo, with the Dullfinch and Greenfinch

are said to have succeeded.  If young birds of any of the
hove-mentioned species be taken from the nest ot a very early
e jod, and reareds by hand, it mokes no difference whether
they or the Canaries be male or female.®  Otherwise, it is best

#°[t is gwell known that the Capary has occasienally paired with the
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to put an old tamed male of one of these species, with a female
Cannry ; a8, although a fomale of some other bird might ol
reject the advances of the male Canary, she would ﬁ-cl‘;;l!'
repugnance to laying in an artificial nest. The offspring o
such connexions inherit the plumage of both parents. The
mules of the Cangv with the Linnet and Goldfineh are excel-
lent singers ; while those with the Siskin and the Lesger Bedpole
are valueless in this respeet. They are all to be treated like
Canaries of & pure breed. All these bastards are said to pro-
pagate their kind; and with regard to the Goldfinch and Siskin
mules, the fact is well aseertained. It may be noticed,
however, that the eggs of the first year are mno larger than
peas, and the young birds very small ond weak. This is a
defeet which is less observable in every sueceeding brood.

The young Canaries have becn able to feed themselves
in o fortnight, and in eome cases sooner, they then begis, to
twitter; though, even at this carly period, the male may
distinguished from the female by the more connected characte
of his song. If o young bird is to be taught 1o whistlé, zt
should be now separated from its comrades, and confined m a
gmall wire cage, which should be covered at first with a linen
cloth, and afterwards with some thicker material. A short
* gir should then be cither whistled, or played on a flute or bird-
organ, within its hearing, five or six times a day, especially in

Sparrow, the Chafinch, and the Yellowhammer ; though, from the difer-
ence of appearance and food, it is by no means easy to bring this about. 1
mysell have mever chserved any sexual desire between Yellowhammers
and Canaries of either sex, although resembling one another In appearance
8o closely, that the difference of species was handly pereeptible. 1 have,
however, known cases in which an ardent Bullinch has paired with an
equally ardent hen Canary, though, with every care, it is very seldom that
the eggs prove fruitful and produce young. I am informed by Dir. Jassax,
of Frankfort-on-the-Main, that he has bred mules between o male Dull-
fineh and o female Canary ; the eggs, however, having been hatehed by
another Canary. [t is necessary, in this cnse, to select females whieh have
1o crest, as the offipring are distinguished by very large heads, to which
a crest is o very doobtful ormament.  * My Bullfineh,” says he, g 46
fond of his mate, that he eries incesaantly when 1 remove him from her,
and will not hehave himself socially with any other bird. 1 possess also
a male Nightingale, which has long lived and sung in the same cage a5
female Canary. They were both so ardent last spring, as to pair inmy
presence, but the cggs proved unfraitful, Should the same thing oceur
aguin, L will put the eggs under some other bard." :
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the morning and cvening, and repeated on cach oceasion half-
oren times.  After an interval of from two to six months,
#urd.mg to the memory and docility of the bird, it will ]1'1.1.1::
quired its lesson perfectly. If, however, too lnnrru period
should have elapsed before the eommencement of the instruc-
tion, it is not improbable that the bird will f:lw.l:J-. intermix
with his artificinl song some portion of thai which he has
|c'umetl from his father,

It is also said that Canaries may be easily taught to come
and go at command ; but I must confess that the experiment
never succecded with me, although I have strietly followed all
the dircctions which I subjoin for the benefit of the reader.
The cages should be provided with doors which open only
inwards, and which close of themselves. When the male and
female have been paired, as above directed,-the former is let
fly in some garden where there are frees; the cage is then

ng outzide the window, that his mate may lure him back.

‘his is repeated for five or six days, always letting® the male
go again without touching him, that he may not be terrificd.
After o time, the female also may be set at hbérty, the door of -
the cage being left permanently open, that they may go and
return at will. In this case they generally build upon lofty
and bushy trecs. Care must be taken to eatch hoth the old
and young hirds in autumn, as there 1s danger lest they should
fly off with the Linnets; with which birds they are wvery
socinble, whether in confinement or at liberty.

Diseases—The Canary, a bird which least of all others
enjoys the healthful influences of fresh air and exercise, is
gubject toall the discases mentioned in the Introduction. But
besides these, it is especially liable also to the following :—

1. Ruptwre. This discase, which is not uncommon among
young birds, seems to be a kind of indigestion, which results
in an inflammation of the bowels. Its symptoms are a gene-
ral thinness. The skin becomes bare on the part affeeted,

uffed up, and full of emal swollen blood vessels; the bowels
eseend to the extremity of the body, and appear black and
tted. The cause of the discase, against which all remedies
£ r to be unavailing, is a teo great m{!u]ﬂ'ﬂnﬂ, in nourishings
fool. A little alum, s-ult or o rusty nail, in the water vessel
is pecastonally of some service.
2. The Egg Rupture, if not so immediately fatal s the
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former disease, is hardly less so in the end. It consists of an
obstruction in the passges by which the eggs are extrud i
which gradunlly increascs in size till it results in the {lt'zlthf:t
the binl. A characteristic of this discase is, that ‘the bind
often faney they have laid, and begin to brood aceordingly. 3

3. The Yellow Seab on the head and eyoes may be cured by
nourishing food. If, howover, a small uleer, like a grain of
hemp seed, should make its appearance, it should be cut off,
?n:l the wound anointed with a little fresh butter, or bathed
in urine.

4. Siweating iz n discase to which sitting females are liable,
and which often destroys the brood.  If it be remarked that o
hen's feathers are wet, her body shonld be washed in salt and
water, and again, after the lapse of a few minutes, in fresh
water, which is allowed to dry in the sun. This iz to ba re-
peated onee'or twice a-day.  The disease, however, is 50
detrimental as is gencrally supposed.

5. As®na, which often arises from a disordered stomacth,
may be relieved by the nse of soaked plaintain and rape seed.

6. The Sneezing, which is produced by an cbstruction in
the nostrils, may be eured by passing o very fine feather
through them.

7. The Loss of Foice, which in the male is sometimes the
consequence of moulting, may be eured by the use of the food
preseribed for the young ones.  Lettuce-seed is also a specifie
for this discase, and some bird-faneiers put a bit of bacon in
the cage for the bird to peck at.

8. Constipation is most cflcctually relieved by the use of
green food, cspecially lettuee and water-cress.

9. Epilepsy is produced in Canaries, as in other birds, by
causes with which, we are not acquainted. They secm, how-
ever, to bo especially linble to it from their great delicacy and
timidity, az they are attacked by it when it is attempted to
clean their cages.  Sometimes it even follows an exposore to
a draught. It may be cured by the means described in {he
Introduction.

10, Orergrowen Clnes and Beak.  Both beak and claws oc-
cesionally require to be clipped with a pair of scissors, thou
in the latter case core must be faken not to eut too ddep,
and zo lame the bird by consequent effusion of Dbloed. IF
the part be held up to the light, the termination of the blood-
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vessel—Dbeyond which it is not safe to ent, may be distinetly
sogn.  The elaws of brooding hens ought sometimes also to be
-t 08 otherwise they become entungled by them in the nest.
Etﬂ consciousness of having very long elaws, and the fear of
oming fast in the wive of the cagze, often make Canarics
melancholy, and toke away the desives of food.

11. Kive. Conavies when diseased, or not kept with suf-
ficient cleanliness, are often very much plagued with these
litile creatures, and manifest their uncosiness by constant rest-

.. lessness. Frequent bathing and a clean cage, strewed with dry

. sand mixed with a little crushed aniseed, are the best preven-
tives. It is also o good plan to substitute for perches of solid
wood, others of reed-or elderwood, inte the cavities of which
the insects creep, and from which they may be daily dis-
lodged.

If Camnries breed, they rarely live more than ten years, but
ugler other eircumstances, they may be preserved with care

or twice that period,

| Attractive (ualities.—The Canary has always been a favou-

rite Cage-bird, not enly on account of the beauty of its plumage

and the exeellence of its song, but also of its docility, affection-

' ate disposition, and the readiness with which it breeds in con-
fincment. Another souree of gratification connected with this

bird is the ohservation of its peculiarities of disposition. Some

are melancholy, others lively ; some of a peaceful, others of a
quarrelsome disposition ; some docile, others ntuprid; some cager

to pair, others delighting in solitude, &e. Ther chief recom-
mendation, however, consists, beyond doubt, in their loud,
lively, and various song, which is continued throughout the
vear, in some cases, even in the moulting seasons. Bome, which

are very much esteemed, will sing even at night, if a light be
placed near their cage; a peeuliarity which, though natural m
som, is in mest,-the result of long training.  The singers of the
Tyral, g0 ealled from the country where they are canght, which
imitate the Nightingale's song, are considered to hold the fivst
irank ; and next to these the English Canaries, which have ac-
quired the warbling of the Wood Lurk.  In Thuringia, those

are most esteemed which, instead of n sonorous song of their

7 wn, have been taught to descend through the notes of an
octave in o clear silvery tone, occasionally introducing a frum-

I pet-like song, Zerteng. In the pairing scason, the males some-

u
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times sing so long, and with such vigour, as to burst the large
blood-vessels of the lungs, and thus fall off the pereh in ths
midst of their song, and dic instantly.

Inspring, when excited to pairing by the constant invitatio
of her mate, the female utters a few hursh, unconneeted notos.
In the case of one which is too old to breed, these notes are
sometimes hoard throughout the year.

The Canary is remarkable also for its good car and memory,
and its eapability of reproducing all sounds, of whatever specics.
The variety of its ordinary song, indecdy arises from the faet
that 1t imitates the songs of all birds which it has heard when
young ; and it will also learn to execute two or more airs, or
tunes, which it has been instrucied ns above described, in
proper time and tune. Tnstances have also been known in
which it has been taught to repeat short words distinetly, to
distinguish names, colours, letters, and numbers, and to-ger- 3
form certain actions af the word of command. I onee 325;:"
female, in the possession of @ person named Jeantot, of Befo
in Alsace, which selected from an alphabet, and placed in order,
the letters of certain words ; ndded, subiracted, and multiplicd
in Gemman, and indicated, by means of numbers, the exact
time of a watch, He hod also three males with him, which
were able to select letters aud numbers which were named.
Hunger had been the chief means used in the education of
all. Some years ago, also, Canarics were exhibited which
performed many curious feats, and, among others, enacted a
trial and execution. A Canary was brought from prison by
his comrades, who formed a cirele round him; one lifted up
his leg, as if to behead the culprit, who straightway fell down,
pretending to be dead ; he was then cnrried off and buried in
sand, while others accompanied the ecremony by whistling o
dirge. .

I will eonclude this article by giving some rules, by the ob-
servance of which, the possession of a good singer may be
ensured. The first and chief thing is, that when young the
bird ghould hear none but n good song, and so not he tempted*
to intermix the notes of other birds with his own. Care must
be taken to attain this object, not only at first, but at the firs
and second moulting eeason, as the bird is then obliged tosh.
learn his song, ond might introdues into it some foreign admix-
ture. MHere, too, may be remarked, a difference of capability
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in different birds, It should also be noticed whether the bird
_grefrs to sing alone, or Yin company. Many birds are so self-
willed as never to sing cxeept they ean display their vocal
wers alone, while the song of others is alwuys soft and low,
exeept when excited to rivaley by hearing the performance of
a neighbouwr.  Another very important particular to be attended
to, not only in the case of Cunarics, but of all Coge-birds, is to
give them their allotted portion of food every day; for if too
large a supply be given them at once, the result is, that they
pick out the best at first, and leave the rest for another day,
which impairs their vocal powers, Tour tea-spoonsful of
the dry food above described, is sufficient for the daily supply
of each bird; and whatever they leave, may be given to the
other birds of the aviary, which are fed on the universal paste,
as an agreeable change.

pITIONAL.—The date of the first introduction of the Canary
nto England is not exactly known. Gesser, who wrote in 1555,
akes mention of it; and Arvorovawpos, in his Ornitdology,
printed at Frankfort in the year 1610, gives the first good de-
seription of the bird (vide vol. ii. p. 855). Witrovenay, in his
History of Birds, speaks of Canaries as common enougl in his
time. Writers scem generally to coneur in supposing that their
original colours were grecn and yellow. Prxxaxt says thot he
once gaw some small birds brought directly from the Canary
Lsles, which were said to be the genmne sort; they were of a
dull green colour, but as they did not sing, were suspeeted to be
hens. Mg. Daiwes Banrivarox also records having seen two
birds which came from the same quarter, neithier of which had
any song at all, and he was informed that mony others were
afterwards brought from thenee with the same defeet.  Accord-
ing to the accounts of navigators, there are birds in the Canary
1sles with a sweet and lively song; but whether they allude to
this particular epecies or not, we cannot tell. On the whole, it
BECms lilce]_[f that the melodious strain which this beautiful song-
ster pours forth Irom eage and aviary, is in o great measure art-
ficial. The bird is remarkable for its imitative powers, and great
r,.paina are usually taken in the education of the little musician, so
that we have really no opportunity of judging what ils * native
wood notes wild " are like. Burrox draws a parallel, or rather
: contrast, between this bird and the Nightingale, = 1If" BOYR
b, “the Nightingale is the chauntress of the woods, the Canary
ia the musician of the chamber. The first owes all to nature:
the second derives something from our arla: with less gtrongth
v 2
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of organ, less l:l:rm?n.ris of voice, sud less variety of note, the ?
Canary Bird s o beiter ear, greater, facility of imitalion, :

more memory ; and us the dillerence of genius, especially amongly-

the lower animals, depends in & great measure on the difference

that exists smong them, with regard to the perfection of thei

senses, the Canary Bied, whose organ of hearing is more attentive

and more snseeptible of receiving and retaining foreign impres-

siong, becomes necordingly more social, more fame, and more

funilise. Tt is l}i"-P’lhl‘-' ol gmﬁhlr_!r, anid even of attnchment ; ita

caresses are endeaving, its little bumours are innocent, and its

anger neither hurts nor offends, Tis education is easy, wo rear .-
it with plensure, because we are able to instruct it ; it leaves the

melody of its natural note to listen to the harmony of our voices

and instruments ; it applauds, it sccompanies us, and repays the

pleasure it receives with interest.  The Nightingale, more proud

of its talent, secms willing to preserve it i all itatpurif.ﬁ; at |
least, it appenrs very little to value ours; and it is with the

greatest difliculty it can be taught to repeat any of our airs. o

Conary can speak and whistle; the Nightingale despises

words as well as our song, and never fails to return to the wa '
bling of its own wild wood-notes. Tis pipe is a master-piece o

nature, which human art can neither alter nor wmprove ; that of
the Canavy Bird is n model of more pliant materials, which we
can mould at plensure. Tz last, l]:vfﬁrﬂl‘t'. contributes in a
much greater degree to the comforts of society ; it sings at all
geazons ; it cheers ns in the dullest weather; and even adds to
our happiness—for it amuscs the young, and delights the reeluse ; f
it charms the tedionsness of the cloister, and exhilarates the soul
of the.innocent and the captive.”

This nutlor enumerates ng many a8 twenty-nine varicties, and
WANY more '|:|.1i.|'_|;||1. be added, were all the eh.ungcs incident to o
state of domestication brought into account.  * The breeding
and rearing of these charming birds," says Borrox, *“forms an
amusement of the most plessing kind, and affords a variety of
serned highly interesting to innocent minds.” In this country,
no less than in the old German “Fatherland,” and amid the
green valleys of the Tyrol, many enthusiastic Canary faneiers may
he met with. There are socielics in London for promoting the
breed of Canaries ; and amateurs distinguish upwards of thirty
varieties : thess varietics are separoted into two preat divigions,,
the Plain and the Variegated ; the former being ealled Gay Bivds,
or Ga?' Hpangles, and the latter Fancy Birds, or Mealy Birds -
these latter sre esteemed the strongest, and have the boldest song?
Jonks, or Jonquils, is alao o term applied to those of o pure yello -
There is also a variety called the Lazard, the plumage of which is

R e e
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of a greenish bronze throughout, excepting the upper part of {he
lyoad, which is covered by a patel of clear yellow, and this variety
"R Iooked wpon as the nearest of kin to the original stock. * The
ok, necording o a recent writer on prize Canaries,® *being
nrarked with spangles in uniform stripes, corresponding with the
trapezing, is an indieation of the primitive state, the unsoplis-

ticated produce of nature being precise and geometrical.”

OF the lask nimed of these varieties, the genuine Lizard, we
may remark, that it is a very beautiful bird, and highly valued.
especially by the weavers ol'ri;'uuiughum. who produce some of
the best specimens ; it is not, however, considered o regular prize
hird, that hovour being reserved for the vavietics called the Mealy -
Birds and Jonquils, to which we shall presently more fully allude.
In support of the opinion that the Lizard approaches most
nearly to the primitive type, it is stated by the suthority above
quoted, that *the prize birds, previous to the first moulting.
appear in & plumage nearly similar to that of the Lizard, the only
difference being, that the yonng birds are of a brownish hue,

ile the zreen coak of the Lizard 18 set off by o gloss of fine
rey, similar to the effect of light wpon an antique bronze. The
egs of the }{_:‘izu bird are likewise represented by these of the
Lizard, as they continue of a dark colour.” The Spangled-
Back, of which we next epeak, was a great favourile with the
“ faney " gome twenty years ngo, but is not now thought so much
of, although it still kas its admirers. In its plumage we see the
game process with regard to the markings as were noticed in the
Lizard, but much more broken up and diversified; * an evident
sign,"” eayas our authority, *of degeneration.” Among the eanons
of eriticism adopted by the Canary sociciies, we find the follow-
ing :—* Mo bird shall be considered a fair show-bivd that has a
fenthior or feathers without black, in stalk or web, on the flight or
tail feathers ; or that hns less than eighteen flying feathers in
each wing, and twelve in the tail.” Next to the perfection of
wings and tail, these being defined by their black feathers
forming a clear * snddle,” or absolute separation of eolour from
the wing coverts—the qualities which cotitle show-birds to nofice
are a8 follows :— : f

The Jouguil, ns its name denotes, is required to be of a pure

deep yellow, entirely free from any green tinge; the colour is
r on the cap over the eyes, and on the seapulars,

?n the Mealy-bird, the golden plumage of back, breast, and

h appear frosted over, or powdered, throngh the small
hirs, thus producing a whitish edge. In hoth of these varicties
thie purity of development is the eriterion of excellence, and the first

* Seo fllurfrated News, Dec. 12, 1846,
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prize ie adjudged to the bird whose colour is most perfect. In

these birds a superiority of form (the result of high breeding) will

be discovered, but such o quality is not recognized by the judges

“ After the second moult, the Canary is no longer a show bird
the dark feathers in the wings and tail then disappenring entirely.

“The nest feathers are, s hos already been stated, similar to
the appearance of the Lizard. The first mounlting, which oeeurs
in the autumn of the first year, removes the short feathers caly ;
these are replaced h{ the pure plumage, which appears first ‘in
two elear yellow bands over the pr_-r.-tunl.lgprmas, and then spreads
over the whole of the upper part of the bird, leaving the quill
deathers in their origi .h]uc]fls:tnte. The C r s then in its
most perfect state as a fancy bird, and it loses this distinction
imnmcﬂutd}- after.

** Among other points of nice attention which are required du-
ring the moult, it is necessary to observe if any of the -quill
feathers should happen to be prematurely shed fguaten out), in
which case they would be reproduced colourless, or * foul »to
provide against this, it is the practice of breeders to extract t
growing feather when in the blood, or while it performs a pari in
the eireulation. This being done, the uniformity of black feath
continues uninterrupted.

“In breeding the r‘“";'f birds, grent proficieney is shown in
Judicions pairing, A Mealy-bird and a Jonquil bein put toge.
ther, the produce will not prove & mixture of the qualities of the
parent birds, but the character of the one or the other will appear
distinet, and the produee of the nest will probalbily show specimens
of each kind, Mealy and Jonquil, It is a curious fact, that the
Mealy-bird may be distinguished at six duys old, by the invariable
appearance of five feathers on the crest of the ilium, which are
not developed by the Jonquil in any case,

“The pious and excellent Dn. Warrs hns borne testimony to
the harmony of the early condition of Little birds, *Birds in
their little nests agree,” but it 1s well for the sake of veracity in
this instanee, that the worthy doctor siannd there; for no soomer
have the young of the Canary serambled from the procreant eradle,
than they will fight like yomng hurpies.

“The above union, i.e. that of the Mealy and the Jonguil, ia
considered favourable to the production of pure birds; but if two
strong birds are associated, the result will be an overcharge of \
colour in the offspring.

** Another unfavourable consequence appertaining to the union
of two Jonguils appears, when the practice is continued, in a do
terioration of the web of the feathers, which become frizaled amg
insufficient to cover the body, and the proper complement of tail
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and wing feathers will be wanting. A eurions example of this
ind appeared in‘a bird of our acquaintance.  This specimen had
iled to develop more than one eingle feather, the remainder
fits body appearing like the scanty plumage of o Fricsland hen,
It was the habit of this odd bird to toy with the solitary feather
which eonstituted its caudal appenduge, by deawing it” through
iis beak until it became guite curled up by sueh manipulation.
The ahove propensity to make both ends meet is not an uncom-
mon viee among better fledged birds ; and it is the practice of
atlentive breeders to prevent if, by hanging a piece of string {rom
the top of the eage, i order to divert the notice of Lis restless
charae.

“The hen Canary produces on an average four nests annually.
The number of thirty-eight birds have been bred from two pair
of birds, and the produce of one cock and two hens has been
known to amount to as many as forty ; but these are extroordi-
nary instances.  However, the many cosealties to which the
Fomtiz birds are liable operates as an effective cheek to their in-

rease, and the breeder is considered to do well who produces

If-a-dozen male birds of cach sort in the year.”

It appears that Canary Societies have existed in this country
for upwards of a century, although there is no account of their
origin and progress until within the last fifty years. We quite
agree with the writer above quoted, that * it is much to be re-
gretted that such societies have not preserved auy connceted re-
cord of their iransactions, together with some aceount of their
observations upon the progressive changes which their exerlions
have effected upon the appearance of the bird."

The amoant of the I];ri?.cs offered by these socielies appears to
vary in accordunce with the number of the members: the prizes
are gencrpally ten in number, and are approprinted to the five best
birds in degree of each favourite kind, viz. the Mealy and the
Jonguil. The 'principu.l ghows are held in London, at the latter
end of each year. The specifications above laid down form {he
leading features of excellence, but it is generally the costom of
the socielies to produce, or describe, a model bird at one ehow, and
award the prizes to those exhibitors, who at the next produce
birds which most closely resemble it.

Besides the different varicties of which we have already spoken,

“there is & Tarc one, much admired, called the Clunamon Canary,
of which the Norwich weavers are the principal producers; it s
0 this class of men, 23 to those who follow similar occupations
rmany and elzewhere, that we are indebted for the finest

of our trained singing hjrds, and careful and experienced trainers
will often make very considerable sums by this mode of occupying

T
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their leisure hours. We have it on the suthority of Bovtos,
that four Tyrolese generally bring over about sisteen hun
Canaries anmually, which cost them about twenty pounds, and
for which they get on an avernge five shillings cach,  * Most o
these birds," he adds, * have been educated” under parents, the
FTIJ{.!E"I‘IHI.‘IH of which were imstrncted ]_r_:r 1L Eighlir'{n]c; 1..11er arae
much valued for their song.”  With the birds brought up in this
conniry, the song renerally pariakes of a mingled character, those
of the Nightiveale and Titlark, or Linnet, being the most closely
followed.

Ginoerr Wrire asks :—* Might not Cangey Birds be natura-
lized to thiz elimate, provided their eggs were put, in the spring,
into the nests of some of their congeners, ns Goldfinehies, Green-
finches, Le, 2

Had the naturalist of Selborne been living at this time, he
need not hoave gqueried the prachieability of this. Winotam
Worrtastox, Esq. of Welling, in Kent, an amatenr breeder of
Canaries, hus had those birds building their nests, and reariz
their young, in his shrubberies for some years past.® If is true,
home is provided for them to retire into in the winter scason, s
that they can scarcely vet be considered as thoroughly acelime-
tized ; they are also Turnished with appropriate food ; but there
seems little reason to doubt that eventually the Canary may be-
eome, in some of our most sheltered and southerly éounties, a
wild bird of the copse and woodland. The experiment of inducing
these birds to nest and breed in the open air hins also been sue-
cegslully tried in ihe grounds of the Queen’s marine villa, Oshorne
Honge, in the Tele of Wight,

The following observations on the Discases of the Canary, by
an English dealer in Song Birds,t may well be added to ‘what
Brcmsrers has written upon this subject, as they furnigh diree- |
tions for treatment in some cascs of gickness of which that
author makes no reforence :—

In treating of the disorders of Canary Dirde, Mr, Nasm saya—

“ T shiall first consider those to which the hen is subject, whilst in
the breeding cage,

“WWhen the hen has built Lher nest, she is often observed (o
appear thick and heavy, in which case ehe is breeding her egp,
and cught to have & little bread and milk, and a fow oatmeal.
groais: I have always found that this has afforded great relief. |
The groats may be given every day whilst she ia laying, as it keepe

e

* For an interesting account of a visit to Welling, see Kidd's Sowen {
mf. i, in which will also be found articles by fhe Editor on Canaries and
other Birds of Song; evidently the result of long experience and close ob-
servition.

+ Mr. Nasy, Great Windmill Street, London.
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ingly administered, it Teing apt to make her too weak and
obixed ; indeed, it ought never to be given unless the hen be
serionaly unwell. : :

_*It cecasionally happens also that the hen finds great dificulty

in laying her ez, o complaint which is sometimes fatal; when

this occurs, I have found that the least drop of salad oil applied
to the parts, have afforded immediate relief, and c'lmhludpllt'r
to lay her egg with ease; a warm bath is also a good thing
when the hen is in this state. As soon a8 you observe that she
lubours under this diffieulty, take her gently out of the eage and
lLold her bud:l'inmmn warm water for a few minutes ; in doing this,
however, the greatest care must be taken that you do not break the
pog, for in that case you will run great risk of losing the bird.

When you bave given the hen the warm bath, put Ler carefully

back again into the breeding cage, when she will go on her nest
* and lay her ege with the greatest ense.

" Canary Birds are also subjeet to the pip, which is a little pim-

To ihat eomes on the rump, and which sometimes goes away of

taelf; if, however, at any time it should prove tedious, it may be
opened with the point of a fine needle, the maetter squeczed out,
and a little loaf sugar, moistened in your meouth, lnad on the sore,
by which it will soon be healed.

« Thore is another disease to which young birds as well as old
ones are subject, and which consists in n swelling of the body ; to
aseertain whether this be the case, eatch the bird and take it out
of the eage, blow the feathers on one side; when, if the body
appears to project beyond the breast-bone, it is o sure gign that
U]::u bird is aiflieted with this disorder, for which a little scalded
bread and rape seed. prepared as follows, 1 bave found to be an
excellent remedy. Take a small piece of stale bread, pour a little
boiling water over it, and when it has stood a few minutes, squeeze
it quite dry. Next pour some boiling woter over a little
seed, n.T.H'.-l?;!'t it gtand covered over for five minutes, when the
water must be poured off, and the rape seed rubbed dry in a
cloth ; when this is dong, take a knife, and baving bruised the
goed with it, mix it wlﬂa the bread which you have previously
sealded, 5o os to make o kind of paste. ; ;

“ This disorder generally proceeds from the birds’ taking cold,
cither through bein hung in a dranght of air, or more frequently
from their being allowed too much water to wash in, a circum-

tance which ought particularly to be guarded against, more espe-
cially when the birds are moulting, as at sueh tones they are ex-
tremely tender, and aptto take cold, owing partly tothe disordered
gtute of ileir bodics, and partly owing 1o their being thin of fea.

'h;r in fine condition, though the bread and milk cught to be
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thera ; the more indeed that the birds be kept from the cold air
whilst Iiml.l!i'i.t!g the hc'iltor. for T have known many viduable bi i ..
lost, by being str'.y)]lijc'n.i in their moult, throngh taking cold.

“When a bird beging to drop its feathers, I strongly recom
mend that the eage be covered over with baize, or flannel, so a8
to keep it quite warm, by which means the bird will throw off
its old plumage, and get its new much quicker and handsomer
than when it is allowed to moult in an open eago; the sooner
alzo that o bird rets through its moulting the sooner it will be in
song, which ought to be an inducement for the keepers of singing
birds to adopt the plan recommended above.”

We may add to this the recommendations of Wintiay Kipp.
* When a Uanary moults, which is generally in July or August, ae-
cording to the heat of the weather,all you have to do s to keep him
quict and free from dranghts. Being a cheerful lively bird, there ia
no need to have him covered up, bot do not let him be unduly
excited ; give him a very small quantity of raw beef, seraped and .
moistened with cold waler, onece a week, cccasionally  Iittle Telk
of & hard-beiled epe. and now and then a picee of :Emge-nﬁ-
and ripe chick-weed in full flower. Nature will do the rest, and
present your pet with a handsome new suit, that shall keep him
Eﬁmc':', and last him a full year. Mind and trim his claws when
ihey are too long ; use sharp scissors always, a knife never. In
handling Lim, let him be as passive as possible, so that your hand
may not press unduoly on any part of his little body. ~ After the
first operation he will understand all about it, and cheerfully
gubmit to be trimmed.” The moulting time iz, of all others, the
moat eritical and dangerous period in the lives of Conaries;
therefore it is that we are inclined to quote somewhat largely
what the best authorities have written on this head. . B. Hinst,
in hiz Book of Cage-Birds,® eaya: “ The time at which young
birds, to whom it is most dangerons to moult, commence is when
they arrive at the age of six weeks, and it continues for a couple
of monihs. The sympioms of its approach may readily be seen.
The birds become sad and sleepy in appearance, and sit
upon their perches, or the bottoms of their capes, with tleir
heads under their wings, for the greater®portion of the day, while
the floors of their cages are covered with small pen feathers,
which they shed during all the time until the new ones appear,
They likewize eat very sparingly, and only of that description’
of uu-url which they most prefer, whick should always be supplicd
to them. i

* Great care must be taken at such time to give thom the richedt
kinds of food, such as hemp-seed and sponge-vake, with a lum
of loaf sugar for them to peck at occazionally. One of the dead-

* Philadelphin, 1843,
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liest. things thal can happen to the Canary is to be put at this
son in a cold place, or where n drught” can reach him, He
Hould bo l-rﬂ:t in the warmest room, and be put every day in the
un, which should shine on him through the glass. "Should the
ult prove uncommonly bad, take a piece of s onge-cake, soak
it in sherry wine, and give it to him; this wi invigornte and
do him much service. Afier this, and every day or two, as long
as he seems drooping, blow a little sherry wine over his feathers,
and then place him as before, in the sun or near the fire. A lump
of refined liquorice may also be thrown in his water, and, ocea-
sionally, a little salfron. Be eareful that your birds, during this
time, are kept supplied with coarse sand or gravel, which is now
?ﬂutly beneficial to them, and a great assistance in casting their
cathers,

* For surfeit, which sometimes ocenrs in young birds of from a
month fo six weeks old, s well as oceasionally in old ones, this
asuthor recommends a small piece of alum or of rusty jron placed
i the water, or a little common salt.  Wheaten brcn)d' and eanar

: boiled in milk are also recommended, as well as o tepid m:]{

th, to be suceeeded by one of water of the same temperature,

the bird to be well dried afterwards, and fod sparingly with let-
tuce seed ; this treatment to be continued for 1wo or three days. *

“When Pip makes its appearance, the birds should ho fed on
cooling seeds, such s lettuce or rape; if not yery bad, the birds
may be suffered to break the sore themselves s but if they appear
very heavy and sleepy, they require immediate attention s tha
upper Lalt' of the swelling is to be carefully and gently cut off,
the matter pressed out, and the sore touched n—it.E a Tittle salt,
previously moistened with the mouth ; a further application of
mdistened brown sugar is to be made, if this treatment appears
to eanse much pain.  Until the boil is sufficiently ripe for eutting,
tt, and the parts about it, are to be rubbed with o feather dipped
in olive oil. |

“The best remedy for Scabs on fhe Head ia light and cooling
food, such as lettuee and rape sced, and quictude. .

** The presence of Red Mites may be known by the bird's plem-
ing and feathering himself at all hours of the day—a thorough
cleansing of the cage is the remedy preseribed.” ;

Liarrhzais a very common sickness with the Cannry, for which

ither BecustEix nor Nasm eribe a remedy ; “it may
readily be eored,” saye our author, “by the application of n

ittle eweet almond or olive oil to the belii of the patient, the food
{4 congist of a little cantelope-melon seed, bruised, the yolk of
hart-boiled eggs, sponge-cake, and slightly sealded lettucp,”

These birds fnrc somelimes a strange kind of croaking in the
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voice, and dificulty of breathing, the vesult of esthma ; the best
remedy for this disorder is sponge eake soaked in sherry-wit
and & fow wild plantain leaves inserted in the enge every day.

Far perspiration the same ireniment as that recommended
by Beeusters is the mode of cure.

Caneer ia n fatal diseaso, said to be very prevalent among Cann-
rics, and sedmingly contagious, always attacking the bird in the
foot or the bill, which become much swollen,  The ecurative peo-
cess is to keep the cage constantly clean, so that no particles of
dust or dirt may adhere to the sehirthus part, and to bathe it fre-
quifElly with sweet almond or olive oil, nud wash with lukewarm
milK.

Costiveness.—See Bromsteix on “ Consfipation ;" vape-secd,
chick-weed, and lettuce-leaf, with o pieco of sugar-candy in the
wator.

Want of appetite usually occurs after breeding, moulting, or
other sickness: in this case, take a handful of millet, canary,
rape, yellow, and a little hemp-seed; mized with the same quan-
tity of moistened garden lowm ; knead well together, then
the composition, and eut up into small pieces, and mivo to th
bird as required. Will keep good a great }Lngih of time.

Broken Limbs : When u]:]'ﬁrd meets with an accident of this
gort, it should be taken very tenderly and placed in a cage with-
out perches, witha Jittle soft hay, and his sced-box and water-
fount on the floor of the cape, which should be eovered round
with a cloth, so that the bird may not be excited to move and
flutter about; Nature will then do its werk, and generally ef-
fect a cure in a {ew days. :

Diecline : Tt sometimes happens that a hen bird, which is kept
from breeding, will fall eick and die, without exhibiting ahy
symptoms of discase. This orises from being denied the society
of the male bird.

We have now given what we imagine a tolernbly complete
list of the ills and casualiies of Canary life in a state of con-
finement, with their appropriate remedics, and we shall, in the
words of our American author, * closc the section by recom-
mending the amateur, or professional fancier, to keep a sepa-
rate or hospital eage, for those which happen to be sick. This -
ghould be made of wood, with durk sides and a wicker front,
covered inside with thick flannel. Most of the diseases which;
attack the Canary are contagions, and if the sick be kept in
the seme eage or apartment with healthy birds, they may cau
the Inss of an entire collection. Besides, they require diffpf.
ent food and more agrecable treatment than those in o good
state of bealth.” The following iz this author's 1'cceiptfwmu§ng
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Geruaxn Paste.

‘& Broize in a large morlar, or on an even table, with a rolling
in, o pint or quart, a8 may be requirved, of rupe-seed, in such
ner that you may blow the ehaff away ; to this add a good-
staed piece of bread, reducing the whele to powder, and well
mixing torether ; put them in o box of oak, which should be kept
from the sun. A {ea-spoonful of this powder with the addition
of a little hard volk of egs, and o fow drops of water, will malke
an excellent food for young birds ; to the 01:] ones it miy be given
dry. The powder must not be kept longer than twenty days, as
the rape seed is apt to furn sour, 8o that when the waier is put
to it, it smells hke mustard. It is best to make a small qum}tj?’
of this paste every day ; under such treatment the young birds
grow more rapidly. “Stale sponge-cake, rubbed to powder, with
the addition of hard white of egg, iz the best food for young
birds during the first three or four doys after they are taken

from the care of their parents.”

Y ; FOREIGN FINCHES.

118. Tue Grossy Freem.
Fromgilla Nitens, Lix. Aloineau de Bresil, Bur. Der glénzends Fink, Breu,

Dreseription.—This bird is four inches and o half long, and
somewhat smaller than o House Sparrow. The beak and fect
are flesh-coloured ; the irds white; the whole plumage a blue
black, or coal black, with the gloss of polished stecl. The
female is blackish on the upper port of the body, bordered with
vellowish brown ; behind the cyes is a blockish stripe; the
_rump is grey; the belly dark yellowish brown; the tail black,
with a grey border; the feet red. In some males, both beak
and feet are black.  *

Observafivis.—This bird is met with in the woods abont
Carthagens and in Cayenne. It has a very agrecable volce, and
exerts itself in singing so much as {o ruffle the feathers of its
head and neek. It feeds on all kinds of sceds and froits, is
casy to tame, and when eaged becomes fond of bread. The

t food for it, however, is millet, rape, and poppy sced.

119. Tar Prerie Frxca.

Purpnrea, L, Bowerewil Violef de Carolive, Buy.  Der
; Purgur Fink, Bren, ;

This bird is as large as the common  Chaffineh, and five
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inches and o half long, In colour it is dark violet, or purple,

with & tinge of dark brown; the quill feathers are brown i

gide ; the belly white; the tail rather forked. The female i
dark brown all over, the breast being spotted with white, lk
a Redwing. '

Obsereaiions.—In Carolina these binds are common in sum-
mer, but in winter they depart in smaller flocks. They live
privcipally on junipee-berrics of which, when confined, they
are fond. They are ftd on rape and canary seed.  They mu
soon aceustomed to the food of the aviary. They are more
esteemed for their beauty than their fwittering song.

120. Tue Axericax Gouorixcr.
Fringilla Tristis, Lix, Chardonnerst Jaure, Bur. Der dmericanicke-
oder Gelbe Stieghilz; Dren.

Deseription.—The Americon Goldfinch is four inches and o
half long, and about the size of o Linnet. The beak and et
are white; the iris nut-brown ; the fore part of the head black?
the rest of the body yellow ; the shaoks and the tail coverts
yellowish white or grey; the wing coverts black, with a white
transverse band, formed by the points of the ‘white coverts;
the quill feathers black, the edges and points of the hinder
ones white; the tail black.

The female has no black on the fore part of the head; the
upper parts of the body is olive green : the throat, breast, and
rump, clear yellow ; the belly and vent white; the wings and
tail like the male, but lighter in colour, The young bird is ut

first like the female in every respect, except that it has the

black forehead.

These birds build twice a year, in mutumn and spring, and
have the colours described above only in summer. In winter,
the male is black on the top of the head ; the throat, the
whole of the neck, and the breast, are yellow ; the rump also
yellow, somewhat tinged with white; the back olive brown,
with the edges of the feathers lighter ; the wings and tail black,
though alwoest all the feathers have a white border. The:
female is similar, except that her colours are generally duskier,
and that she has not the top of the head black. It is plain
from this, that these.birds in winter bear a strong resemblang
to our Siskins, . #

Obsercations.—These birds are met with in North Amerien;
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in summer, in the State of ¥ew York espeeially.  Like our
oldfinches, they live on thistle seeds, with which they are to
fed when caged.  They become exeeedingly tame.

! 121. Twe Bowiiay Frvem.
Fringilla Granating, L1%. Le Grenadia, Duy., Der Brasilishe Fink, Decn.

Deseription.—The Brazilian Finch is as large as a Siskin,
four inches and three quarters in length. The beak is coral
red; the iris dark brown; the eyelids searlet; the feet light
grey; the sides of the head, round the eyes, purple; the
upper part of the base of the Lill blue; the "throat, the under
part of the belly, and the shanks black ; the under part of the
head and body chestnut-coloured; the back and the scapulars
inclining to brown; the ramp blue; the quill feathers brown;
the tail wedge-formed and black.

These birds are by no means uniform in colour.  Some have

n spot between the beak and the eyes, and the back
nart of the body, both above and below, violet. In other
specimens the under part of the belly, and the shanks, are of
the same colour as the upper, while the throat is greenish
brown. In others, again, the tail is reddish.

The female has a red beak, and o purple spot under the eyes.
The top of the head is reddish yellow; the back greenish
grey; the throat and the under parts a light reddish yellow ;
the lower portion of the belly and the vent whitish; the rest
much as in the male, but duskier in eolour,

Observations.—This handsome bird is a native of Brazil.
In the form of the beak it resembles the Goldfinch, and is
fond of the same food. Its motions arc lively, and ifs song
exceedingly pleasant,

Toe Brve-srriren FPrsem.
Fringiila Bengalug, L%, Le Bengali, Bur. Der Blaubaiickhige Fink, Becn,
Deseription—This bird 1z hardly larger than the Siskin,
being four inches and a half long, of which the beak measuros
lines, and the somewhat wedge-shaped tail one inch and
8 half. The bill is compressed at the sides, very pointed, and
ared flesh colour. The iris is nul-brown; the foct light
wi; the upper part of the body an ashen brown, with a
purple gloss; the sides of the head, the under purt of the
neck, the breast, belly, rump, und vent, a light or azure blue,



3
S04 THE GIEEN GOLDETNCI.

The sides are spotted with ashen grey; a erooked purple spot
extends under the eyes to the back of the head; the qui
feathers are dwk brown, with ashen brown edges; the fai
blue. The fimale has no red spot under the oyes,

These binds also vary in colour, perhaps only from differencé”

of nge. Specimens are found which are grey on the buck;
others having the same colour on the under part of the body,
and others, again, on whese belly a red tinge may be remarked.

Observations.—These are Alrican birds, which are bronght
to Europe principally from Angola ond Guinea.  Their move-
ments are lively and engaging; and the song of the male,
though not loud, is agrecable. They oro fed on comary,
bruised hemp, and poppy sced.

123. Tue Liver-corovren e
Fringilia Hepatica, Liss. Doy Leber Carbene Fink, Brew,

Description.—This, which is almest as large as the preeed-
ing species, measures in length four inches, for ‘L\'hiﬂ]f(fﬁ*
lines are to be taken for the beak, and one inch and three
quarters for the wedge-shaped tail. It resembles it also in
colour, though different in air and behaviour. The beak iz in
shape like o Hounze Sparrow, blood-red with a sharp point;
the eyelids are bare and yellow; the iris « reddish brown ;
and the foet flesh-colonred, The choeks, the throat, halt’ the
hreast, the sides, and Tump, are o dirly greenish blue; on the
check is a dark purple spot. The upper part of the body is
dark liver colour; the belly the same, but lighter; the wings
dark brown: the edzes of all the projecting feathers like tha
back: the tail dark brown on the inmer gide, on the outer
inclining to blue, with black tips.

Olservations.—This bird inhabits the African coasts, and iz
very cheerful. Its cry is  Tka” and its wenk song resom-
bles that of the Wood Wren. It is fed on canary sced, and
geems to have a long life.

124, Toe Greex GoLprixom
Fringilla Melba, Lix. Chardonneref Verd, Bur. Der Griine
Stieglits, Decu,

Description—This bird, not unlike the common Gioldfinet
in size and form, is four inches and a half long, of which tife
heal mensures half en inch, and the tail ene inch and o -Yinlf.
The beak is compressed at the sides, ends in a long point,
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somewhat bent at the front, and flesh-coloured. The iris is
wstnut-coloured ; the feet grey; the front of the head to the

g, 08 well as the throat, deep red; the top of the head, the

ipper part of the neck, and the back are yuiluwish green ; the
wing-coverts and the hindmost quill feathers are green, edged
with red; the large quill feathers dark brown, bordered with
a delicate yellowish green; the breast olive green, inelining to
white on the belly, The whole lower part of the body is
covered with long dark brown spots; the rmmp and iail red,
the latter being ashen grey on the under side.

The female hos a bright yellow Lealk; the top of the head
and neck are ash-coloured ; the siall wing-eoverts and the rumy
vellowish green; the tail brown, with a pale red border. In
other respects it is like the male, :

Obserrations.—This bird iz o native of Braxil. The male
15 attractive, on account both of his song and beantiful plumage.
It Ecpt in a coge, and fed with canary and rape sced, on
Rvhich diet it may be preserved in health for many years,

125. Tor Ascons Frscur.
Fringifla Angolfensis, Lix. Lo Vengoline, Bur,  Dev dngofische
Hantling oder Fink, Becu.

Thiz bird resembles our common Linnet in form and habits.
It is four inches and a half long, of which the tail, which is
somewhat forked, measures one inch and three quarters,.  The
beak is short, rather round, blunt, and a dirty Hesh-colour.
The feet are flesh-coloured. Round the beuk, as far as the
eves and throat, it is black ; round the cyes and at the side of
the throat spotted with white. The upper part of the head
and neck, the back, and the small wing-coverts, are a hrown
ash colour, cvery feather having on it a dark brown, cge-
ghaped spot, which is also found on the side of the neck.
The under part of the body is orange, brightest on the breast,
and growing darker towards the vent; the rump dark yellow ;
the larger wing-coverts and the quill feathers dark brown,
| fwith a yellow edge; the tail dark Lrown, with a rusty grey
| ; border and tip.

Oservationg.—This bird is a native of Angola. Tt has a
ifgre-like =ong, resembling that of our Linnet, but more melo-
dicas. It is fid with cunary and rape seed.  The young birds
have the same plumage as the females.

X
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VI. SINGING BIRDS.®

sometimes appronching to the eylindrieal form; pointed, ant
having the upper mandible fixed. Their usual food con
gists of insects, though some of them subsist partly on worms
and berries.  Their nests are well built; and the male shares
with the female the labour of ineubation.

[Tn this division it will be scen that the German naturalist
has included a great number of birds differing very considerably
in their general habits and conformation ; collectively, they are
fully entitled to be distinguished as © Songsters,” for umong them
are several which excel all other birds for the compass and variety
of their notes. We have here the whole of the genus Syfvia,
or soft-billed warblers, to which Mr. Sweer's valuable obser-
vations were confined, and several others which have no place in
that genns. To some of the species, the term songster would
seem i1l applied, as they scarcely sing at all, so that in |n0ﬁin&:‘t{'

In theso birds the beak is soft, gencrally conieal, l;'Imug?-..

the whole group, we are reminded of the words of Priny?

# Spcundus ordo qui in duas dividitum species, Oscines ef dlfles *
illarum generi cantus oris, his moagnitudo differentium dedit.™
(B. 10. ¢, 42.]].

(A) INDIGENOUS BIRDS,
TAMEABLE WHEN OLD.
126. Toe SKYLARE.
Alauda Arvensis, Lax, Alouette, Buy. e Feldierchke, Becu.

Deseription.—This bird is so very well known, that were it
not om account of its similority in plumage to other birds of
the same species—and for the sake of these inhabitants of large
towns, who may not have the opportunity of comparing it with
them—it would scarcely be worth while to give a detailed
description of it.

The Skylark is rather larger than the Yellowhammer,
being seven inches in length, of which the tail measures almost
three inches. The beak, as in all birds of this species, is soft,
straight, and conical. The mandibles are of the same length;
the upper, blackish brown, the lower, white. The iris is

grevish hrown; the feet also greyish brown, with a tinge of}

yellow in spring, and somewhat less than one inch in heigh

As is the case with all Larks, the hinder claw, or epur, fs

longer tham any of the others. The forehead and poll Gro

rusty yellow, lmgitndinally spotted with blackish brown ;
* Osciners  Singeigel, DECH,

-

Lo o e A e
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nmd when the bird is exeited, the feathers ocensionally erect
g emselves into a crest.  The cheeks ave greyish brown, and
eneireled by an indistinet whitish greyvline, which passes between

¢ eyes.  The feathers of the back are blackish brown, with o
broad margin; in some parts, pale reddish brown, and in others,
whitish grey. The rump is rusty grey, striped with blaekish
brown ; the chin, belly, and vent, yellowish white; the lower
part of the neck, the breast, and the sides, dingy white, inclining
to rust colonr, and covered with fine blackish brown lines. The
wing-coverts me greyish brown, the larger ones being edged
with pale reddish brown. The pen feathers are dark brown,
the five first being whitish, the next reddish in their margin;
und those next to the bedy, which are larger than these in the
centre, are grey; and they are all tipped with white. The
tail feathers are blackish brown: those in the centre have on
the imner plume a broad margin of rusiy brown; those on the

side, of whitish grey; the two external feathers, on the

hole of the outer and half of the inner plume, are white.,

The female is somewhat smaller than the male; and is
characterized by the move numerous and larger black spots an
the back and breast, as well as by the generally lighter
colour of the latter. The two following varisties are fre-
quently seen in aviaries.

1. The White Lark, which ia occasionally met with ina wild
state, and is either pure white, or yellowish white.

2. The Black Lark, which is a smoky black all over the
body, with a faint tinge of rust colonr, and a margin of white
on sume of the plumage of the belly. I am not aware that
this variety has ever been met with in a wild state, but it is
not uncommon in aviaries, particularly if the Larks have been
kept in a dark place. Unlike the Wiiite Lark, it resumes the
natural colours of the species, after moulting.

Hihitef.—The Ficld Lark is at home all over the world,
and frequents meadows, plonghed fields, and plains. Ttisa
bird of passage, wrriving at the beginning of February, and
leaving in large flocks in October.  OF all birds of passage, it
13 the carliest in its arrivifl ; which may probably be aceounted

by the circumstance, that as it feeds not only on insects,
bWt on grain, secds, and various green shoots, &o., it cun
hardly fail to find nourishment, ¢ven if eold weather should
unexpectedly set in,
2
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In confinemoent, it 15 cither allowed to 'r:u;gc the room,

hetaking itself at night to some corner ruiled off for a sleepingsy

place, or iz kept in a cage. If o good song be desired, the
intter is the prefernble method.  The eage, the shape of whic
15 of N0 consequenee, should not be less than eightecn inches
long, mine inches brogd, and fifteen inehes high.  On the
tHoor should be a drawer filled with river sand, with which
this bird delights fo dust itself; the top showld be made of
cloth, that it may net injure itself when flying upwards, as is
viten the ease when it gings, or before it is accustomed to con-
finement. A sccond deawer may be appropriated for food and
water; or the vessels may be affixed as usual to the side of the
vase.  If the Tacks be allowed to range the room, particular
attention to cleanliness is requisite, as they are very apt to
entungle their feet in such substances as hair, wool, and flax,
¥ care be not taken to clean their feet once or twice a day,
lmeness, or oven the loss of one or more claws, is often ‘H?‘J‘,
result. i

Food—Tn a wild state, the Skylark feeds on insects and
their larve, ants” eggs. various kinds of small seeds, and, in
autnmn and spring, on dats, which it shells by beating them
upon the cround. It iz also fond of green food, and may be
noticed picking up grains of send, to aid in the process of
digeation,

In confinement, those which are allowed to range the room,
thrive on the universal pastes. Those kept in cages seem o
prefir the second of these, ur they may be fed on poppy geed,
crished hemp seed and oats, barley groats, malt, bread crumbs,
varied with o little water-eresz, lettuce, nnd cabbage, They
are alao fond of smts’ eggs, and lean meat.  This diet may be
necasionally given to all*Larks, whether caged or not, and will
make them livelicr, and improve their sing.  For those which
are just eaught, poppy sced and oats are the best food.

Hreeding—The Skylark builds its nest on the ground, and
chiefly in fallow fields, or among the young corn. It is roughly
put together, of dry grass and hair, and is nsually placed in’
some slight hollow.” The female lays twice a year, four or five
whitish grey eges, spotted with greyish brown.  The perio
of incubation is fourteen days, and the young birds are o
to be seen 85 enrly os the end of April.  They are at first fed
with inseets, and begin to run about near the nest before they
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are fledged.  Before the first moulting, the upper part of their
y is covered with white specks.  The time for taking them
ut of the nest, is when the tail iz about three quarters of
inch in length, when they arve to be fod with bread and
E;pp}' seed sonked in milk; though ants' eggs, if they con
got, form o preferable diet. The young males may be
distinguished by the yellow tinge of their plumege.  'The
oducation of such as are to be taught to whistle, ought to
enmmence before they are fully fledged ; as they then begin o
practise their own song; and the IEwiIiT:r with which they
adept the song of other birds, render it necessary to hang the
cage in a room by itsell. 1 have had in my possession Larks
which had acquired perfectly the songs of the Chaffinch and
Nightingale.

Home females, when confined in the avimry, lay eggs in-

dependently of any connection with the male ; but I have never

ed in inducing them to sit. One, in the possession of
i neighbour of mine, laid every year as many as from twenty
to twenty-five eggs; buf never, under any cireumstances, eould
be made to sit upon them. The breeding season is earlier in
the year, if the birds are kept in garden aviarics, when they
have more fresh air, and better opportunitics of exercise,

Diseases—The Bkylark is subject to all the disenses men-
tioned in the Introduction. A malady by which it is very
frequently attacked, shows itself by the skin about the root of
the beak becoming seabby and yellow. I know of no better
remedy than an abundance of good food, especially the second
universal paste, varied with ants’ eggs, meal worms, and a
little green food. The average duration of life in confineinent
is about cight years, though instances have been kmovwn in
which it has lived for thirty years.

Aods of Taking.—It wonld cccupy too much of our space to
deseribe the numerous methods which are followed to entrap
the Skylark. Inall level countries, it may be canght during
autumn in great numbers, by means of day and night nets.

or the former, the nets are set up vertically like a wall, and

o Larks driven to them either by poles, to which bunches of

thers ure attached, or by ropes which are drawn along the

e of the ground. For the latter, a f&u.r-uummd net 1=
drawn over such places as are likely to yield sport; as, for in-
stance. stubble ficlds, &c. Another plan, by which, in spring, o
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good singer may often be procured, is to take n Lark, whose wings
have been tied, and to which a forked limed twig is attach
and let it go near the spot where the wished-for bird is heard
As soon as the decoy is scen by the latter, he s inflamed wil
_15»:11111_:5_1’, pounees down on his supposed rival, and is caught on
the limed twig.

Abtractive Qualitivcs—The song of the Skylark is exceed-
ingly agreeable ; and consists of several passages, all of which
may be characterized as trills or ghakes, on various notes of the
svale, and only oceasionally interrupted by the repetition of a lond
whistle. It is a very docile bird; and even when old, often
imitates the songs of birds which are hung in the same room
with itself. Ditferences of capability may indeed be noticed in
the Lark, as well as in other birds; the song of some is
stronger and sweeter than that of others, and is unintermitting
from December till the moulting season ; while others, again,
sing enly between Mareh and August. In a wild amte:‘?g:!
generally cease to sing about St. James' Day; though thery
are exceptions to this rule, for they may sometimes be heard oz
lute as Michaclmas,

ApprtioNat.—~This, as it is the most eommon, is also perhaps
the most universally admired of all our native songsters. With
us it 13 not a migratory bird, and its cheerful straing may be fre-
quently heard quite late into the winter ; generally, however, in
severe wenther, the Larks gather into flocks, and seeking the lower
and more sheltered gmu.nii, are mute, or nearly so. They con-
gregaie about the ricks in the fields and farm-yards, un.? help-
themselves plentifully to the hoarded grain. They are very com-
mouly in good condition, -and well worth the attention of fhe
fowler. Mupie gives an animated deseription of the Field Lark,
as he ealls it, and dwells particularly upon its beautiful mode of
ascending and descending, and the sgreement there is between
the sonpr and the flight of the bird.

Mz, Marx, in the Hagazine of Natural History, observes, that
“no bird sings with more method: there is an overture per-
formed, vivace erescendo, while the singer ascends ; when at the
full height, the song becomes moderato, and distinetly divided,
into short passages, each repented three or four times over, like
# fantasia, in the same key and tune.  If there be any wind, he
rises Eerpendiculuﬂf by ds, and afterwards poises hims
with breast opposed to1t. If calm, he ascends in spiral o s
in horizontal circles during the principal part of lus Bﬂn% and
zigzagly downwards during the performance of the finale. Some-
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times, after descending sbout Lalf way, hé ceases to sing, and
ps with the velocity of an arrow to the ground. Those ae-
painted with the song of the Skylark, can tell, without looking
at them, whether the birds be ascending or stationgy in the nir,
or on their descent ; so different s the stylo of the'song in each
¢ase.  In the first, there is an expression of ardent impatience ;
in the second, an andaute composure, in wlhich rests of a bar at &
time frequently oceur; and in the last, o gradusted sinking of
the strmins, often touching the subdominnut before the final
eloge,  The time and wumber of the notes often correspond with
the vibeation of the wings; and though they someluues sing
while on the ground, as they are seen to do in eages, their whole
frame scems to be agitated by their musical efforts,”

The strong attachment of this specics to their young has been
the subject of remark by many naturplists ; Mw. Bryro records,
that “some mowers nctually shaved off the upper part of a nest
of the Skylark without injuring the female, wﬁu‘h was sitling on
her young ; still she did not fly away, and the mowers levelled

grass all around her, without her taking further notice of

heir proceedings. A young friend of mine, son of the owner of
the erop, witnessed this; and about an hour afterwards went to
see if si?e was safe, when, to hiz great surprise, he found that she
lind setually constructed a dome of dry grass over the nest duri
the interval, leaving an aperture on one side for ingress an
egress, thus endeavouring to secure o continunnce of the shelter
previonsly supplied by the long grass.” Two or three instances
are recorded of the Skylark moving its egrs under the fear of
impending danger; and Mn. Jessg, in the fourth edition of lis
Gleanings, speaks of the attempted removal of a young bird of
this species to a place of safety by its parent, which, however,
bad not suflicient strength for the purpose, but was obliged to
drop the fledgeling from a height of about thirty feet, so that it
was killed by the fall.

Y irrELL observes, that * Skylarks constantly dust themselves,
appearing to take great plessure in the operation, shuflling and
rubbing themselves along the ground, seltiog up their feathers,
and, by a peculinr action of the legs and wings, throwing the
smnller u_nR looser portion of the scil over every part of their
bodies. This is supposed to be done in order to rid themselves
cof emall parasitic ingecls.” This author also says, “ that during
the time of producing the eggs, the female has oceasionally beou

- heard to sing with a power and variety of tone equal to the voiee
" f ber mate,  The male Skylark, though at other times timid, is,
ile the female is sitting, bold and pugnacious; driving every
other bird awny that ventures too near his charge, both watching

and feeding her with unceasing solicitude.”
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To no bivd, except ‘the Nightingale, have the English poeta

there is seareely one of them who has not repaid the ecsat
music of thaig” Bard of the blushing dawn,” with a steain as full
of gladness and melody ; and not from the poets only has it re
ecived these tributes of admiration : geave divines, such ns JERENYT
Tavron and Bismop Hatr, have made it the theme of their high
dizeourse ; the former says that * it did rige and sing as if 1t had
learned muszic and motion from an angel.”  We wish that the
nature of our work permitted us to quote a fow of the most
beantiful meeds of song offered to this most bhithesome of song-
sters.  As it i3, we must be content with one only, and it shall
be WoRDSWoRTH'S :—

3 Ethereal minstrel ! pilgrim of the shky !
Diost thou despise the earth, where eares alound
Or, while thy wings aspire, are heart and eve
Both with thy nest, upon the dewy ground ?
Thy nest, which thou canst drop into at will,

paid such homage as to the Skylark : from Chaveer L'mwnwrtrd?_
i

Those quivering wings composed, that musie still. \‘\Y/'

To the last point of vision, and hevond,
Mount, daring warbler! That love-prompted strain
(Twixt thee and thine a never-failing hond),
Thrills not the less the bosom of the plain !
Yet might'st thou seem, proud privilege, to sing
All independent of the leafy spring.
Leave to the Nightingale the shady weod—
A privacy of glorions light is thine,
Whenee thou dost peur upon the world a food
Of harmony with rapture more diviwe,
Type of the wise, who soar—lut never roam.
True to the kindred points of heaven and home,"

127. Tne Cresten Lanx.

Afaudas Cristafa, Lix. Cochévis tn grosse Alowedte Huppee, Bur. D
Houben Lerche, Beon.

Desoription.—This bird is ahout the size of the Skylark,
though stouter, and resembles it also in plumage, except that
it is somewhat lighter in colour. It is seven inches in length;
the beak ia lead coloured, tipped with hom brown; the irs,
dark brown; the fect one inch high, and yellowizh ash groy.
The head, cheeks, top of the neck, and upper part of the hucir
are reddish grey; all the feathers being blackish brown in t
middle. From the nostrils to the earz, runs a reddish whi
stripe, hardly discernible over the eyes, but broader behind.
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On the head stand from eight to lﬁu.lﬂug. pointed, blackish

—gleathers, which when erccted, form a handsome erest.  The
r

honlders and middle of the back are light grev, spotted with

ark brown ; the romp feathers a pale rusty yellow; the chin
reddish white, The sides we light grey, with a few dak
brown longitudinal htﬁln_'s; the under part of the body is
dirty. reddish white; the neck and top of the breast being
eovered with three-cornered black spots. The wing coverts,
and the hindmost pen feathers, are dmk brown, edged with
light grey ; the other pen feathers dark brown, bordered with
rusty red. The under wing coverts and pen feathers are a
beautiful red rust colour, which in old birds changes into
purple. The tail feathers are black: the two cenfre ones
somewhat lghter in colour, and bordered with reddish grey;
the two outermost, tipped and edged on the outer plume with
rusty yellow. !

I the female the crest is not so high, and the black spots

n the breast are rounder and more numerous.

Habitat.—The Crested Lark is secn in Central Germany
only in the sutumn and winter, and then in towns and wil-
lages, along the high roads, near dunghills, stables and barns
—in compuny with Sparrowstand Yellowhammers, T is pro-

erly a native of North Germany, Denmark, SBweden, Russia,
f’rﬁncc, and Ttaly. In summer, it frequents the thickeis and
bushes of the cultivated land, the paths of woods, and near
villages which lie high and retired. It is a bird of passage,
wigrating in October.

In confinement it may either be allowed to range about, or
he placed in a cage similar to that prescribed for the Skylark.
I know no bird in which the feathers grow so fast, as the
operation of clipping the wings has to be repeated every three
or four weeks.

Food.—In a wild state the Crested Lark lives on insccts,
small seeds of various kinds, ond cats.  In eaptivity it may be
fod like the Skylark, but is less delicate, and has been known
to live twelve years.

Breeding.—It builds its nest on the ground, under dry

hes, or clads, or in gardens, under the vesetables, and even
of_clay walls, and thatched roofs. It Inys four or five eggs,
 which are whitish grey, elouded with rust colour, and dark
brown on the upper edge.  Before the first moulting, the plu-
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mage of the young is a mottled white, If taken from the nest
to be reaved when half fledged, thoy learn whutever is whis
to them, cither by u teacher or by other binds, y

Lhiszeases —These are the same as in other Larks: their
death is often caused by parasitic insects. T may hore introduce
a fact, which secms to show thot there is a difference of
natural constitution oven between birds of the same species.
I possess two male Crested Lorks, one of which destroys im-
mediately every inseet which appears npon him; while the
other—a good singer, & beautiful feeder, and, during the four
years he was in my possession, a healthy bird—was covered
with these little animals to the tip of every feather.

Jlods of Taking.—In winter, if o place which they are ob-
served to frequent be cleared of snow, and limed twigs, nefs,
or cven a sieve be conveniently arranged, baited with oats or
poppy sced, these birds may be canght without difficulty. _

Attractive Quulities—The song of the Crested Laxk is
ceedingly agreeable and various, though, in my opinion, n
g0 beautiful as that of the Bkylark, of which, and the song o
the Linnet, it secrus tobe compounded. It sings from February
to August, by night as well as by day. It 13 a very docile
bird, and has not the fottering gait of the Skylark, but
traverses the room in a rapid decisive manner, making very
impressive motions with its crest. It is o very quarrelsome
bird, but has the peculiarity of continuing to sing while it
fights.

Avprriowan.—Only two or three specimens of the bird are
recorded to bave been taken in thiz country. One of these is
mentioned in the Dublin Penny Jowrnal, of Feb, 27, 1836, by a
correspondent, who signs himself W. B., who shot the bird near
Turrey ; another is described by Mn. Yanrrrnr, subse uently
Lilled in Sussex. *This species,” says Maceintivnay, * s very
like the common Lark, but with the bill stronger, and distinet
decumbent, ercctile crest. It is found in most European coun.

tries, from Scandinavia to the Mediterrancan, as well as North
Africa, Egypt, and Anatolin,”

128. Tne Woonrirg.

Alauda Arborea, Lix.  Alwnwette dez Hoiv on Cujelier, Dur,  Dis [Fakd-
feveke, Bron,

Deacription.—The Woodlark is scarcely two-thirds of the
size of the Skylark, being only six inches in length, but it bears
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a striking resemblance to that bivd in form and babits. The
m;ler mandible of the beak is black, the lower brown, and
both inelining to flesh colour at the tip; the feet are flesh-
loured, and three quarters of an inch in height. The top
the head is reddish brown, marked with four blackish brown
streaks; and the E’ahunagu consists of long straight feathers,
which, when the bird is cxeited, ercet themselves into o crest.
The base of this crest is surrounded by o whitish groy stripe,
which passes from one oye to the other. The temples arc
brown; the nape of the neck, and upper part of the back, are
reddish brovwn, with blackish brown spits ; the lower part of the
beak greyish brown. The throat and breast are yellowish white,
spotted with blackish rown ; the rest of the lower part of the
body, yellowish white. The wing coverts are dark brown,
cdged with pale reddish brown ; and there is a white spot om
the shoulder, en the articulation of the wing, and on each of the
“gour first feathers. The pen feathers are dark brown, edged
with yellowish white on the lesser plume. The tail feathera
are broad and blackish brown ; the first and second are tipped
with white, and on each is a reddish white wedge-shuped
spot; while the two in the centre, as well as the long upper
coverts, which reach almest to the end of the tail, are entirely
greyish brown. :

The female is o handsomer bird; the ground colour of her
plumage is lighter, and the marks upon it darker, while the
breast 15 more thickly spotted, and the white line round the
crest more distinet. It may be remarked, that in all speeics
of Larks, those in which the ground colour of the plumage is
more decidedly white, and the spots more numercus, are
generally females.

Habitat.—The Woodlark is found in all the more temperate
eountries of Europe, and in summer may be noticed in such
woods of coniferous and other trecs as are occasionally broken
by meadows and fields. Except in the breeding scason, it flies
in flocks of from ten to twelve. Tt is a bird of passage, taking

fits departure in October, and returning in the beginning of
March.

In confinement, the Woodlark sings better when allowed to
™uge the room than when kept in a eage. In mny case it
ougiit to be plentifully supphied with river sand, both for
dusting, and to aid digestion.
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; Food —Tn summer the Woodlark feeds on all kinds of
inseets ; in autumn, on various secds, ey, poppy, rape, aw
linseed, millet, oats, &e. In spring, when insects and grubs
are not to be procwred, it subsists npon green food.

\F"hs-u confined, it may be fed on the universal paste, but,
as it is n more delicate bird thun cither of the two lust de-
seribed, it is well to introduce a little variety into its dict.
Tor this purpose, poppy seed, oats, erushed hemp sced, sweet
curds, dry and fresh ants' eggs, bullock’s heart boiled and .
grated, malt, meal-worms, &c., may be occasionally given to it =
in small quantitics. Wlien first talken, the food which seems to
tempt its appetite the soonest is poppy seed, oats, and ante’ eges.

Iireeding.—The Woodlark builds its nest among the heath,
under juniper bushes, in the long grass of preserves, or hedge
sides in the neighbourhood of woods. It is constructed of dry
grass stalks, interwoven with moss, wool, and hair, and gene-
rally contains four or five eggs, spotted with whitish grey & d -
violet brown. The young birds, when taken from the m'.st,?
may be reared on ants’ eggs, and bread spaked in milk: or i
the parents be also taken, they will foed their brood with this
food. They easily learn to imitate the songa of birds which
are confined in the same room; but to me this artificial song is :
not &0 agreeable as their natural warbling,

Diseases.—This bird is liable to gll the diseases mentioned’
in the Introduction, but is especially subjeet to a malady which
makes its elaws drop off. The best prevention of this is a
strict attention to cleanliness, particularly to the removal of
hairs, which cut into the flesh. It rarely lives more than four
years, and generally dies of a broken leg, a peculiarity which
I have remarked in no other bird.

Mode of Taking.—The Woodlark may be taken by putting
limed twigs on the nest, or if this method he rejected ag too
eruel, the use of the night net in autumn is often very snceess-
ful. During snow-storms, in spring, they may be caught with
limed twigs or a net, in places cleared from, or not yet covered
with snow. A good decoy will at the same time of the year lure |
them to spots either in the furrows which have been set with
limed twigs, or within reach of the clap net. Like the Chaf- g .
finch, they may nlso be caught by a deeoy, in which the win
are tied, and which has a forked limed twig attached to it, s
hefore described. One advantage of this methed is, that tha
captive is alwaysa male.
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Aftractive Qualities. —The Woodlark not only excels all
~gother Larks in the beauty of its song, but, in my opinion, sur-
passcs, in this respeet, all German birds whatever, except the
‘hatfinch and the Nightingale. Its toncs are flute-like, and
the varying phrases of its song have all a melancholy and
tender expression. It sings either perched om the top of a
tree, or flies upwards almost beyond the reach of sight, and
romuins poised on its Duls[r{".tjlt}d wings, often warbling for
an hour together,  Tn confinement it always sings on its perch.
The period during which it sings is, in a wild sta , from Murch
to-fuly : in confinement, from February to August, The female
ul=o sings, us is the case with all Tarks, but in o more broken
amed intermpted strain, Some Woodlarks, which, however,
are often the best singers, are obstinate and whimsieal, and
will not sing if any body be in the room; it is therefore best
to hung them in o cage outside the window. Iis abrupt gait,
the curious manner in which it rizes the feathers of the
wead and neek when walking, make the Woodlark an amusing
inmate of the aviary,

Anprtiorat.—The following is a portion of Mupis's aceount
of this sweet and plaintive songster — The Woodlark, though
pretiy generally distributed over the British islands, is by no
means so common & bird as the Skylark. It is found on the
borders of woods in wild places, and is not 8o much a bird of the
cullivated ficlds as the other. Indeed, it is altogether of more
solitary habits; for while S8kyloks congregate in flocks of many
thousands. it is rare to see a_dozen of Woodlarks at the same
time; and even in the small numbers that do o pear in the
winter, they are not found far from those wild localities in which
they Lreed.

“That Woodlarks are not so numerous in portion to their
eegs as the other species, may be accounted for, partly from
the inelement sensom, and partly from the more barren places in
which they breed. Their breeding-time varies considerablv in
different parts of the country; but in all situations it is as carly
a8 the westher will admit.  And thus, on the lLigh grounds, on
the skiris of the Grampians especially, the nests are lishle to ba
desiroyed by thoee storms of sleet or snow, which set in some.
Lies pg Jate s the middle of May, or even the beginning of

e,

t the close of autnmn these birds congregate in small Aok
in the open flelds, seeking food ; then it is that their melodious
warble 12 no longer Leard, s they utter instead a low melancholy
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ery resembling the syllables fu, li ; hience Cuvier has o lied to
thig bird the termn Llawde lielu, I the senson be mi.ﬂj. how
ever, they continue their sweet song far into the antumn

Borrox fells us, that some bird-finciers prefer the song of this
bird to that of the Nightingale, with which it is said sometimes
1o contend for superiority, invading even these hours which are
generally considered saered to the queen of feathered vocalists.

“What time the timorous hare trips forth to feed,
When the sear'd owl skims round the grassy mend 5
Then bigh in air, and poised upon his wings,
Unseen the soft enamoured Woodlark sings."

Bryrm says, “ in hot summer nights Woodlarks scar to a pro-
digious height, and bang singing in the air.” I has been o
matter of dispute whether the term Woodwell, or Woodwale,
used by some old authors, refiers to this bird, or to a species of
Thrush. In the ballad of Robin Hood we find it said—

itting upon the spray,
Eo loud, he waken'd Robin Hoeod,
In the greenwood where he lay."

“ The Woodwele sung, and would not cease, \7/

129. Tue SEONELARE.

Alude Alpestris, L,  Aloustie de Virgine, on Hawsse-col moiv, Buv.
Die Berglerehe, Decil.

Deseription.—The Shorelark is seven inches in length, and
ﬂ-EUII]["Wﬁ:lt larger bird than the Skylark. The plumage on
the upper part of the body is similar in colour, but the throat
and lower part of the neck are light yellow, and, as well ns
the breast, traversed by a black stripe in the form of a horse-
shoe. The north of Burope is the home of the Shorelark,
but in winter it may be scen in various parts of Germany,
seeking in the horse-dung for grains of corn. It is often cap-
‘tured on the southern side of the Thuringian Forest, when
returning home, especially in a snowy spring, with limed
twigs ond nets. It 15, however, often so emaciated, as not G
be able to eat the foed offered 1t. It may be treated in al
respects like the other species of Larks.

ApprTioxat.—This bird is sometimes ealled the Horned Larl;
its claim to be admitted into the British Fauna rests upon o
three or four specimeng, one obtained in Norfolk, another in
Lincolnshire, and o pair in Kent ; the male only of which, being
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the more attractive bird, was preserved, This species appears to

yfihabit the worthern parts of urope, Asin, and Americs, being

¢ plentiful in the latter continent than elsewhere: it has

een deseribed by Wivsox, Ricwmarvsox, and Avovnox, the

tter of whom says it is seldom found west of the Alleghauy
mountains,

180. Toe Titrank.

Alanda Trivialis, Lin.  Aleette Pipd, Bur.  Der Boumpicper oder Dig
Spitzlerche, Breu.

Deeeription—This and the three following birds, though
usually elassed with the Lavks, ave entitled to this classifica-
tion nul{ by the colour of their plumage, and by the fact, that
two of them possess a long spur.  They are gencrally slighter
in make; and in the shape of the beak, and the chargeteristic
movement of the tail, ratker resemble the Wagtails. Ina
wilil state their food consists whelly of insects. They have

wo light coloured stripes npon the wings; a similar stripe
nsses above the eyes, and the throat is free from spots. They
wve all a mournful piping eall, and, unlike the Lerks, bathe
in water, instead of sand. I consider them to be a link be-
tween the Wagtails (Ifofacille) and the Larks (Alauds/, und
to form a class which I call Pipits ¢ dnffns).

The Titlark is the smallest of all German Larks, whether
propetly so called or not, being only five inches and a half in
length, of which the tail measures two inches and a half.
The beak is very pointed ; the upper mandible blackish brown,
the lower whitish; the feet ten lines in height, and, as well
as the claws, a pale flesh colour. The spur, or hinder claw,
is crooked. The head is rather long, and, with the nape of the
neck, back, rump, and sides, olive brown, spotted with bluck ;
the lower part of the body, as far as the belly, rusty yellow,
covered with black longitudinal spots, which begin at tho
corner of the heak, and extend over the breast.  The belly is
white ; the smaller wing-coverts olive brown ; the two larger
povws blackish, the upper having o margin of white, the lower
of reddish white, which produce two white stripes on the
ings. The pen feathers are dark brown, edged with olive
gy ; the fail thin, and somewhat forked. All the feathors
of the tail are pointed, and dark brown; the external ones
being white half way down the ouler plume, and the next
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having a small wedge-shaped white speck near the tip. The
under gide of the wings is groy. ;

The female is handly distinguishable from the male, exeey
that the throat, neek, sud broast, are not so bright a :,'ullﬁw
but have rather a whitish tinge ; that the white spot on the
second tail feather is smaller, and the two stripes on the wings
whiter. The males of one year old, also, ave not so yellow on
the lower part of the body.

Habitat—The Titlerk inhabits the whole of Europe, ex-
copt the extreme north, and frequently breeds in the moun-
tainons and forest districts of Germany. It chiefly frequents
the skirts of woods, or those parts which have been eleared of
trees, as well as the neighbouring gardens and meadows, 1In
August, it may be seen in small flocks in the cabbaze fields,
or on the house-tops; and in September in the oat fields. On
thi= account, it is often caught about the beginning of October,
in the night nets used for the capture of the Skylark, 1{~3
bird of passage, returning about the end of March, when,
the weather be at all cold, it may generally be seen in the
ploughed fields, and near warm springs.  The Titlark has one
pw&&iurit}'. which is shared by very few birds; namely, that
its call in the pairing season is entirely distinet from any note
which it uiters at other times. It usually perches upon the
eround, and utters its cry of Giek, giek ! while at the pairing
time, or when it has young, and is near its nest, its call is a
mournful 7ip, tzip! ~If this ery be heard from a bird perched
o1t a tree, it is a sure sign that the nest is not far off; and the
bird will be found to have its bill full of inscets, redoubling its
cries as the stranger approaches its nest. At this time, 1t sel-
dom or never utters the call Giek, giek !

Tn my collection, the Titlark is allowed to range the room
with the other bivds ; but if any amateur should think it worthy
of @ eage, its life will be lengthened by this means, and its
song improved.  The eage should be an ordinary Lak's cage,
furnished with two perches, upon which the bird is find of
plicing iteclf. i

Food.—In o wild state the Titlark foeds principally on flies
grasshoppers, heetles, caterpillars, and small hutt-:-rﬂins,”}l‘-.
the aviary it requires a varied diet, and hesides the al
paste, should oceasionally have the Nightingale's paste, crushed ©
hemp seed, sweet cunds, or meal worms.  The chief diffienlty
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in keeping the Titlark is to aceustom if, when nowly canght,

o the food of the aviary; for which purposo it shonld be at

rst fod with meal worms, grasshoppers from which the legs

ave been taken off, and ants’ epms, with which the universal
paste may be mixed, in gradually larger quantities.  The Tit-
lark does not sand itsell like other Larks, but takes up wator
with its bill, with which it sprinkles its body:.

Breeding—The Titlark builds its nest on the ground, in
gardens, meadows, or open spaces of the forest, among the long
grass. It is carclessly construeted of dry grass stulks, lined
inside with finer stalks, and horse and cow lair. The fomale
lays twice a vear, four or five grey coos, mottled with brown.
The young—which, on aceount of the numerous enomics {o
whose attack they are exposed, leave the nest as soon as
fledged—may be reaved on ants' eges, ond bread soaked in

-, milk, mixed with a little poppy secd.  They are very docile, and
n to Tmitate, though not very perfectly, the notes of such
irds as are kept in the same room, particularly of the Canary,

Diseawes.—The Titlok is subject to the uswal diseases of
birds, as well as to the falling off of the feathers, at other
geasons than that of mounlting, If at this period it be not
fed with good and nourishing food—as, for example, meal
worms and ants' eggs—it frequently dies of atrophy. The
average duration of its life is six years.

Aade of Taling.—The surest, though an inhuman methed of
catching the Titlark, is to put limed twigs on the nest. In
March o male bird may often be obtained by help of o decor,
to which a limed twig is attached, in the manner already more
than once deseribed. Tn autumn it may be taken with the
night net, if the places in the cat-stubble which they frequent,
be noticed ; though at this season of the year it is diflicult to
distinguish between the sexes.  Up to September, the Titlark
may be also caught in the water-trap.

Attractive Gualitics—The song of this bird, though consist-
png only of three passages, ornamented with trills and shales,
is pleasant. Tt cither sings perched on the top of a tree, or

_puscending perpendicularly in the air, where it sustaing itself
a few moments, and then retwrns to its former place, re-
peating in its descent the syllables Toie, fzin, dzie ! Ina wild
state it sings from the end of March to July; in confinement,
from Felruary to the same period. It is an amusing bird,

b
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attracting attention by its slow and thoughtful gait, the eom-
stant motions of its tail, and its attention to its own neatne
and cleanliness.

Aportioxat.—With us this bird is variously known as the
Titlark, Tilting, Meadow-FPipit, and Moss-Cliceper; it 1 o com-
mon and generally distributed species, being as often met with
in the interior of the couniry, as on the consts, and frequenting
principally wet meadows, commons, and pasture lands. * In
winter,” fays MACGILLIVEAT, “most of the individuals betake
themselves to the lower grounds, many to the sca-shiore, whero
they mingle with the Rock-Tipits. During snow, they search
the marging of streams and lakes, i'rmi:mut unfrozen marshes,
and even appear in the stack-yards. Their food consists of in-
gects, pupe, faree, and occasionally small seeds, alon with which
they pic uwi) artieles of gravel, and frequently, in the lower dis-
tricts, small bitz of ecoal and other dark-coloured substaneces.
When searching for it they walk by short alternate steps, 2
ing the body cloze to the ground, in"the manner of the Skylar
and when aﬁlrmc{i, either crouch, or spring up, uitering o repe
tition of their ordinary cheeping note, and fly off to o distance.
You may see them oceasionally on o bush or tree, frequently on
a wall, a stone, or a rock ; but they are essentially ground birds ;
and while they are employed all L{i}' in traversing the meadows
and pasturcs, they repose at might among the dry grass of the
maoors and hills, .or under the shelter of tufts of heath, farze, or
other #mall shrubs. Their ordinary flight is wavering and de-
sultory, but when they fly with speed, in an undulating line.
They are not generally very shy, so that they are casily shot, but
#t the same time they are evidently watcliful and wafmiﬁna. and
fly off when one approaches nearer than thirty yards.”

"This is the hirfiu whose nest, il is said, the Cuckoo most fre-
quently deposits its ege, and in reference to which a remarkable
instance of sagacitysmentioned by Trospeo¥, in his papers onthe
Natural History of Ireland. A nest of this bird having being dis-
covered by some truant boys, on the side of a drain, where, as
well as on the ground in fields, it was f[‘el‘."'ul."'hﬂ known to build,
was by them deprived of the grassy eovering which concealed it.
On visiting the 2pot a day after this oceurrence, be found a quantity
of withered grass laid regularly across the nest ; this he removed,
and out flew the bird. On the day after, he repeated his visit, a
again found the prass similarly placed, and discovered o sm
aperture hcnmh,{i,: which egress was afforded to the bird, that
had evidently hﬂiﬁ{[ thus endeavoured to screen lier nest from
observation,

-
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! 121. Tue Fieworank.
Alude campestris, Liv, Lo Spipolette, Buv,  Der Brachpiepér, ren.

Deseription.—This bird is six inches and a half in length,
smaller and more slender than the Skylark. It resembles the
Crested Lark in colour, and the Titlark in form. The beak is
thick and long; the upper part of the body dark grev, with
bluckish spots,  There 15 a white stripe over the eyes, and the
breast, which is yellowish white, is streaked with hloekish
grey lines.  The tail is dark brown, having the two outermost
fathers white on the outside. The feet are a pale flosh-
colour; the nail of the hind claw is strong and curved.

The Ficldlark may be met with in summer in woody
marshes; in autumn, on the edges of fields, meadows, and
high roads ; and may be canght with the night net. It does
not sing, but cries constantly, while making its revelutions in

ﬁe air, Fsirru ! and Dafsida ! It is a bird of passage, depart-
ing in September, and returning in April. It must be fed and
treated like the Titlark ; but is o more delicate bird.

Apprtioxat.—Becwstery, it will be seen, has placed this bird
with the Pipits, but it does not appear at all elearly what British
species corresponds with the slight deseription here given. Mae-
orLuiviay inclodes in his dwthis, or Pipit Genns, five specics,
two of which appear to be identical Trit-]flhcm just described ;
the other three, which he calls dnthus Obsewrus,” the Dusky
or Shore Pipit; 4. Spiacleffa, the Redbreasted Pipit: and
A. Recardi, Richard's ﬁipit, searcely agree, in their distinetive
characteristics, with either of the species given by the German
noturalist, who claims for his Water Pipit, presently deseribed,
the LixxxEaw title dlawde Spinoletia. point of size it best
corrcsponds with the Adnthus Aguaficus, variously called the
Rock or Shore Pipit, Rock, Sea, or Dusky Lark, which Muopig
describes as inhabiting the sea-shores, and finding the principal
part of its food at, and within, the high water mark, * In man-
ner its song in spring, and ita chirp at all times, bear a very elose
wesemblance to those of the Meadow Pipit. It runs with great
ease along the sand, picking up its food ; and when alarmed, it
hops onward with a bouncing ﬂlﬁght. The nest is formed of bents,

other plants, growing near the sea, and lined with finer fibres,
or~with hair. The eggs are not more than five, yellowish grey,
with reddish brown spots, especially at the thick ends. There
are two broods or more in the course of the year.”
2
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152, Tne Mravow Lanx.
Alawda Pratensis, Lie,  dlowctte des pres on Favionse, Bur,  Thr }
IWiesenpeiper, oder die Wiesenferehe, Decu.
Deseription.—This bird, which messurcs five inches and a
half in length, is very like the Titlark ; though it may be
ensily and certainly distinguished from it by the slraighiness
of its spur or hinder claw.  Besides this, it 1s gencrally sualler; ;
the fect redder, the head larger, and the beak, which is only l
two inches in length, thinner and not so long.  The upper ‘
part of the body is elive green, spotted with blackish brown 3
the rump reddish greyish greem, motiled with grey. A dis- [
tinet whitish yellow stripe passes above the eyes, and mother {
of 6 similar colour cnciveles the cheeks. The under part of :
the body is dirty white, reddish yellow on the Lrenst, and
tinged on the sides of the breast and belly with greenish yel- ..
low. The breast is covered with oval black spots, aud
upper part of the belly with triangular specks of the same]
colour, The wings are traversed by a double white stripe;
the pen feathers are dark brown; the feathers of the tail,
which is somewhat forked, blackish. The external feathers
are, however, half white, and the others arc marked by a
widge-shoped white spot.
The plumage of the female is generally lighter in colour,
Hubitat.—The Meadow Lark frequents lakes, rivers, marshes,
and damp meadows. In September it may be scen in great
numbers on the meadows and among the stubble ficlds; while
in October, it colleets in large flocks, and tokes its departure.
1t is almest the last bird of passage to leave us, as its shrill cry,
Aiiz, bis ; may often be heard in the mendows, even in Novem-
ber and December. It returns in March. !
When in confinement, it may cither be allowed to range the
room, or be kept in a Lark's cage, which, as in the casc of the
Titlark, and for the same reason, should be furnished with a
couple of perches.
Food—In o wild state the Meadow Lark feeds on insects, |
especially aquatic species.  In the aviary it is the tenderest of
its kind, and can be inured to the nniversal paste only wit
great difficulty. The best diet for this purpoese 15 composed ‘or
ants’ egzs and chopped meal worms, mixed with soaked bread
and meal. As it always requires both ants’ eggs and meal-
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worms, the best plan is to keep it in a eage, and foed it on
the dict preseribed for the Nightingule.

Breeding, wnd Disenses—This bivd builds its nest in marshes
and damp mesdows., The prineipal discases to which it is
iable are atrophy and diavrhos,

Ainde of Taling—The Meadow Lark may eometimes be
taken with other Larks in the night net, or by ectting with
limed twigs the marshy places which it is observed to frequent.
In snowy wenther the same result may be attained, by sctting
limed twigs, baited with meal worms, on some spot clearcd
from snow.

Attraetive Qualitics—This is a very pretty Coge-bird. Its
song is full, elear, and melodious ; and, execpt that it is more
various, and is better exceuted, resembles that of the Titlark.
There are also passages in it which are like the warbling of
the Canary.

ApprTioxat.—With us this bird is sometimes ealled the Tree
i Pipit, or Short-heeled Field Lark ; il is frequently confounded

with the preceding species, which it very closely resembles ; 1t 13
of much L‘ss frequent ccearrenee in Britain, where, aceordinge 1o
Macariuiveay, it docs not remain during the winter, nor does
it ** frequent the heaths and open rrassy pastures, which are the
favourite places of sbode of the Meadow Pipit in summer ; but
is found in the cultivated ports, in the riu:mirly of woods and
thicketa. Its song, which 13 of the same lively character, but
mellower, more modulated, and longer continued, is given out
during the descent from an elevation of from twenty to thirty
yurds, during which it flutters with expanded wings and tail.
Sometimes, algo, it sings while perehed on a tree, and more fre-
guently while deseending from one to the ground.

“The nest, which is placed among the grass in o wood, or near
its margin, is gimilar to that of the Meadow Pipit, being com-
posed of dry prass, lined with finer Dlades, and Linving the inte-
rior of hair. Mr. W, of West Lotltian, who scems to have
paid close attention to the habits of both specics, writea, *ihat
while the eges of the Meadow Pipit are elusely freckled some-
‘times with dark, aud somelimes with light brown, those of {le
Tree Pipit are blotehed with deep  erfmson purple, mnd the
g'rdound colour of them partakes of a tint of the some, but much

o it
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133. Tne Warer Lamx.
Alzuda Spinoletta, Lax. Der Wasserpicper, Becn.

Deseription—This, which is the largest of the Larks, 13
goven inches in length, of which the tail measures three
inches, ond the beak seven lines. From fip to tip of the cx-
panded wings is cleven inches and a half. The beak has o
gharp ridge on the top, and in summer is horn-blue, in winter
brown, edged with yellow. The fect are brown, aud nnwieldy ;
the spur long and strong. The upper park of the body is olive
green, mottled with a similar tinge of grey; an indistinet
white stripe passes between the eyes; and the under part of
the body is greyish white, covered on the throat and breast
with triangular dark brown spots. The wings are blackish
grey, with two white stripes; the tail strong, somewhat forked,
and blackish; the ontermost festher having a wedgc-shupg[('
white spot, and the sccond being tipped with dingy white. 1

The temale is a darker grey on the upper part of the body, '
and on the under part is more thickly spotted.

Hubitat.—I have never scen this bird except in Fronconia
and Thuringia, during its passage at the end of Chetober and
beginning of November. There it may be =een in moist places,
and especially near springs ; andin mild winters it oceasionally
remains till March.

It is casily tamed, and may either be allowed to range the
room, or may be confined in a Lurk's cage with perches.

Food.—Tn a wild state it feeds, like the Wagtail, on aquatie
imsects. When confined, it may be easily induced to eat the
universal paste by mixing with it a meal-worm or two; it
will also take poppy and crushed hemp sced. It is fond of
bathing.

Afude of Taking.—A spot near the water should be cleared
from snow, and sct with limed twigs, baited with meal worms.
If the bird be gently driven towards it, suceess ig certoin,

Atiractive Quatities~—The Water Larlk, which is & favourite
hird with me, usually sits still upon its perch, but moves its
tail backwards and forwards almost as fast as a Strand Snipe
Jts song resembles that of o Siskin or Swallow, or is oec
sinnally like the wetting of @ seythe. Its coll, which is shrill
and harsh, is Zish! hish! It is a very cleanly bird.




®
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Stwenur vulgaris, Lix.  Efourenauw, Bor.  Der Gemeine §taar, Dren.

Description.—The Staling resembles the Redwing Thrush
in size and shape, being eight inches and a half in length, of
which the tail measures two inches and o half.  The beak is one
inch long, awl-shaped, angular, somewhat flattish, and a little
blunt. It is a pale yellow, tipped with brown, and in winter
blackish-blue. The iris is nut-brown; the feet one inch in
height, amd dark flesh-colour. The whole body is blackish,
having & bright purple tinge hall way down the back nd
breast, with a bright green lustre on the rest of the body, and
on the wing-coverts, The pen and tail feathers are black,
gpeckled with grey, and, together with all the coverts, edged
with light rust colour. The feathers of the head and nape of
the neck are tipped with reddish white; these on the back

ith light rost eolour, and on the outer part of the body with
white, Hence the general appearance of the hird is speckled.

In the female the beak is rather blackish brown than yellow:
the light-coloured epots, especially on the head, neck, and
breast are larger, and the edges of the wing feathers broader,
which altogether give the bird a lighter and more mottled
_appearance.  01d males have hardly any white spots on the
forchead, cheeks, throat, and belly.

There are sever:l varieties of this bird: as, for instomee,
White, Mottled, White-headed, and Grey Starlings, as well as
such as are white all over the body and black on the head,

Habital —The Starling inhabits all parts of the Old World,
and frequents woods and thickets which arc at no great dis-
tance from meadows and ploughed fields. In October it departs
gouthwards in large flights, and docs not return till the begin-
ning of March. In its migral jon it takes shelter by night
among reeds and bulbrushes, from which its shrill cry may
often be heard to proceci.

This bird is usually allowed to range the room and, indeed,
the only reasan for keeping it in a eage is that, though keeping

iteclf c{e:m, it makes the aviary very dirty with its fluid ex-
f crements.  An appropriate coge, which may be of any desired
Jform, ought not to be less thas two feet long, and one foot and
o half broad, as the Starling is a restless bird, and will injure
its plumage, if not allowed ample space for exercise.

4 \’, 134. Tnr Stanuixe.

—
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Food. —When wild, the Starling cats not only eaterpillars,
enails, erasshoppers, mole-crickets, and the jnscets which teaze 3
the pasturing cattle, but grapes, cherries, berrics, and grain o
all kinds, buck-wheat, millet, and hemp seed,  Its chief food, ;
however, consists of the small meadow grasshopper, which it
cat2 also in the luva state.

In confinement it may be fed on the universal paste, meat,
ingects, bread, cheese, and, indeed, anything which is not sour,
A wild bird soon becomes tame if fod with ants’ eges and meal

worns, and is speedily as much at home ss if reared in the
aviary. There are, however, some fow birds so obstinate os to
die of hunger, soener than eat in eaptivity. The Starling is

exceedingly fond of bathing, and therefore FOUITCE O constant
supply of fresh water,

firesding.—The Starlings build in hellow troes, in dove-
coies, under the roofs of houses, and in wooden boxes and
earthen vessels, which are often hung on troes for their :lCE-JIII—L‘/
modation.  The nest is carelessly built of dry leaves, grass
stalks, and feathers, and is occupied by the same pair vear
after vear, being eleancd out when they take possession. The
fomale lays twice a year seven greenish grey cgzs.  Before the
first moulting the young are not so much black as a smoky
fawn eolour, without spots, and their beak is durk brown,
Young birds, when taken from the nest, may be reared on
bread and mille, and will learn to whistle an air more perfectly,
and in 2 elearer tone, than either the Bullfineh or the Tinpet.
Their memory is exceedingly good, as is shown by their retain-
ing many and various passazes withont confusion or mistake.
In the Voigtland the peasants treat the Starlings like domestie
Pigeons: they take the young ones from the nest before they
are fledzed, and this induces the parent birds to breed three
tmes a year. The last brood is, however, gencrally left, both
to inerease the stock, and not to discourage the old birds from
returning to the same nest.

Instances have beea known in which Starlings have built in
the uviary, when provided with a box or pot in which to con-
struet their nest,

Diseases.—1 know of no discases peculiar to this bird, Tt
will live from ten to twelve years in confinement, -/

Alode of Taking.—Tn wutumn the Starling is often taken
among the reeds, in nets specially constructed for the purpose.



TILE STARLING. 329

About July single birds may be caught by placing an osier
Aish baskef, baited with cherrics, among the reeds fo which

hey resort at night. In Thuringia, it is considered the hest
time to take them when o snow shower ocgurs after their arvi-
wal in March, A place, near the marshes and ditches which
they frequent, is cloared of snow, and sct with limed twigs,
baited with earth-worms.  To this the birds will allow them-
selves to be driven, like poultry.

Attractive  Qualities—The Starling becomes  exceedingly
tame in eonfinement, and, in respeet of docility and sagaeity,
deserves to be eompored with the dog. It is always lively,
understands and oheys every gesture and motion of those with
whom it lives, and though tottering about with a sober step and
stupid appearance, allows nothing to escape ita notice. It learns,
without having its tengue loosened, to repeat words, whistle
airs (a power shared by the females also), and to imitate the

\t_jginﬁ: of men and animals, and the song of birds, It is, how-
Worer, very unceriain in this respect, os it not only soon forgots
what it lias learned, but mixes up old and new lessons together,
0 that entire solitude and silence is essentiul, if it is desived
to teach one of these birds to go through its performance cor-
rectly. It is remarkable that this docility is not confined to
the young, but is characteristic also of old birds, which have a
peeuliar harp-like song of their own. As, however, is the
case with all birds, this docility is very various in different
individuals, and 1 have one now in my possession which utters
its natural song in the midst of all the birds in the aviary.
The Starling sings throughout the year, with the exeeption of
the moulting season.

Apmitioxar.—The Stare, or Starling, is in this country a well-
known bird ; it is the smallest of all our resident birds allied to
the Corgine, or Crow tribe, and the most beautiful as well as the
mnost harmless, never killing other feathered creatures, or de-
«stroying their eggs, although it lins been accused of deoing both,
and suilered on that aceount mueh persecution. MACOILLIVRAT
guve, that * the Starling iz generally distributed in Britain, but
Yoeal. It ismo where more common than in the northern and
western isles of Seotland, where it breeds in caves, erevices of

ks, and holes in the torf.” This anthor, afier giving an ani-
manted deseription of one of their breeding places, on the west coast
of the Icbrides, thus continues :—** The places to which above




330 TIE STARLING.

all they most frequently resort in summer and autumn, are the
cow-folds, where the farm stock is enelosed at night, and there,.
before the cattle are let out, or at milking time, you nms' fin

large flocks busily employed in searching among the old an
dried dung for larvie and worma, keeping up an inecssant low;
chatter, frequently perching for awhile on the cattle, and when
eatisfied, reposing on the low walls of the field, where you may
ghoot them by lalf dozens. In winter they frequent the corn

Fards along with Linnets, Buntings, Larks, and wild Pigeons, to
obtain a few graina of onts, search the gtubble grounds EJ;aeeds.
pick up small testaceous mollusca from the pastures, and ocea-
sionaliy visit the shores to feed on maring worms. In spring
they find & supply of food in the néwly-turned ficlds or patehes
of ground ; in summer and autumn, they are furnished with
abundanee of larvm and worms, found chiefly under the dung of
domestic animals, and they attack the corn’in the same manner
as the Sparrow, although this kind of food iz apparently less
agreeable to them than their more usual kind."” ;

In Stawuey’s Familiar History of Birds, will be found o goofy
account of the habits of this interesting species. It hins been mi"—“_/
ecrted that the male Starling does not feed its young ones ; Mu,
‘Weig, however, asserts that this is a fallncy, and proves that it is
8o, from actual observation.

With regard to the voenl powers of this bird, Maceruiveay
eays: ““Almost all authors are agreed in reducing its natural
noies to * o harsh seream, and a chattor or twittor;” but I have cor-
tainly heard them enumerate what to me, who am more senti-
mental than musical, appeared to be a very plensant littlo song,
Az o specimen of an accomplished Starling, 1an;q- here introduce
one visited by Me. Syug. * We went one morning with a friend,
to see a collection of birds belonging to a gentlemnn in Antigua
Street, Edinburgh, and among these were some very fine Star-
lings—oue in particular, which cost five guineas. Broakfast was
ready hefore we entered the room. When the bird was pro-
duced, it flew to its master's hand, and distinctly pronounced—
*Good morning, Sir,—breakfast — breakfast,” ~ 1t afterwards
bopped to the table, examined every cup; and while thus em.
ployed, it occasionally repented * Breakfast—breakfast—bread,
and butter for Jack—pretty Jack—pretty Jack.'"

Mau. Wein gives a similar aceount of another individual, Mr.
TPaton, carver and gilder, Horse Wynd, Edinburgh, had one a
few years ago, which I have heard pronounce most distinetly the
following sentences. When I entered the shop, he said to me
. *Come in, Sir, and take a seat—I see by your lI::m.*vn that yeu arp

fond of the lasscs—George, send for a conch and six fop pretty
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Charlie—De clever, George, T want it immediately ;' and many
hier sentences to the same purport.”

135. Tur Warer Ovzer.
Sturnuy Cinclir, Lax, Merle d Eaw, Buy. Der Wassersehwitzer, Becii

Dreseription.—The Water Ouzel is about the size of the Stur-
ling; but the head is more pointed, the body not so slight, and
the wingsand tail shorter. 1t i2 seven inches in length, of which
the tail measures one inch and three quarters. The folded wings
do not cover more than half an inch of the tail. The beak
i3 eight lines in length, narrow, compressed at the sides, sharp

inted and black. The nostrils ore small, and sorrounded

v a kind of skin. The iris is light brown ; the feet an inch
in height, and blackish brown ; the head and nape of the neck
are a dingy reddish brown; the rest of the upper part of the
b?ﬂ,\:-hluck, mottled with grey: the pen ond tail feathers
blackish; the throat half way down the breast pure white:
the remainder of the breast dark brown. The female is lighter
on the head and neck, and not so white on the brenst.

Habitat.—The Water Ouzel frequents the banks of mountain
streams, near which, as least liable to be entirely frozen over in
winter, it remains throughout the year. In confinement it
may ecither be allowed to run about the room, or be kept in a
large Thrush cage.

Food—When wild, it principally subsists on aquatic inscets,
though it eats also worms and emall fich, for which it dives.
In confinement it may be inured to one of the universal pastes
by the judicious use of meal worms, flies, and anls’ eggs.

Breeding.—The nest of the Water Ouzel, which is constructed
of gruss stalks, root fibres, and moss, is generally placed among
stoncs by the eide of a stream, in the timbers of o weir, or
between the spokes of o disused water-wheel. The female
lays five or six white eges, and the yvoung ones, which need
t be taken from the nest till nearly fledged, moy easily be

on meal worms, ants’ eges, and bread soaked in millk,
Meds of Taking.—Every pair of these birds have a fixed
tion on some weir, stone, or bush, which overlooks a stream,
may be taken without difficulty by means of limed twigs
judiciously placed, and baited with live meal worms,

Attractivs, Qualities. —The sonorous song of this bird is not
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unpleasant, espeeially when heard in the open air, in the
middle of winter.

Anprtroxar.—The Water Ouzel, Water Crow, Water P
Black Water Bird, Ducker, and Dipper, are the various na
by which this bird is known in Britain, whereo it is pretty genc-
rally distributed, being most plentiful in the north. “Tt fre-
quents,’” says MacaiLuiveay, * running waters, perches on stonca
or on the banks, descends to the bottom in search of its food,
which consista of mollusea and insects, has o rapid diveet fight,
and iz of & rather solitary disposition. The nest, which is placed
near the water, is of enormous size, arched over, but broader than
ligh, with the aperture in front, and composed externally of
moss, internally of grass, and lined with beech or oak leaves,
The eggs, five or six, oval, rather pointed, pure white, about an
ineh in length, nine-twelflths in breadih. The young, when
nearly fledred, on being disturbed, leave the nest and plunge
into the water.™

Some controversy has arisen among naturalists on the rﬁﬁg{i
which this bird has been said to possess of walking underneath
the water. According to Borrox, M. Hersert was the first to
ohserve and record this extraordinary feat. Warerrox ridi-
cules the notion ; and Broperie, who seems to have weighed the
evidenee on both sides, agrees with Maceiuoiveay in believin
only that its power of submersion extends to the short intery
of fime necessary to the seizure of its food, and that with diffi-
calty it remains under water sufficiently long for this. The
sonorous eong of this extraordinary bird startles the ear as it
comes mingled with the hoarse tones of the torrent, or the rushing
of the wintry waterfull, sometimes in the midst of » snow-storm.
Ae, Rexx1e, who remarks that it is one of the few birds that
are vocal so early in the year as the months of Jaouary and
February, heard it on the 11th of the latter month—in hard
frost, when the thermometer in the morning had been at 26°,—sing
ifwessantly in o pawerful and elegant style, with much variation
in the notes, many of which were peculiar to itself, intermingled
with a litile of the piping of the Woodlark. The same author
declares that the Dipper consumes a considerable quuntity of
ﬂsheu':!]]:aw::, and especially of the ova of the salmon, BEch-
gTErx alleges that this bird sings in the night. Yawrserr, in h"ﬁt
Rritish Birds, gives an admirable eut of the domed neat, whiel
in shape much resemhbles that of the Wren, than which, h%
ever, it 15 more broad and shallow.
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Ampelis Garrcdug, Lix.  Jascur do Bokéme, Bey, Der Gemeinas

136. Tor Bomnuiax, on Waxex Cuoarrenen.
( Seidensehwdanz, Brei.

Deseription.—The Bohemian Chatterer is eight inches in
length, and almost as large as the Redwing Thrush. The beak is
short, black, straight, arched above, and broud at the root, so that
the opening of the mouth is large.  The iris is reddish brown;
the feet black, and nearly one inch in height. The whale
plumage of the bird is soft and silky, and the feathers on the
top of the head are elongated, so as to form a crest.  The head
and upper part of the body are reddish ash colour, inclining to
grey on the rump: and o black stripe passes from the nestrils
over each eye to the back of the head. The chin is black;
the forchend, as well as the vent, chestunt-brown.  The breast
and belly are a light purple brown ; the smaller wing coverts
are brown, the largest and most distaut from the body black,
3@-& with while, which produces a white stripe on the

ings. The pen-feathers are black; the third and fourth
tipped with white, the five following with yellow, on the
outer plume. Besides this, in many of thor feathers the
shafts end in a smooth, homy, oval tip of the colour of red
sealing-wax. Of these the female has never more than five;
the male sometimes as many os nine on each side. The tail is
black, tipped with sulphur colour: and in very old males is
sometimes provided with tips like those on the wings.

In the female, the black spot on the threat, and the sulphur-
coloured tip of the tail, are smaller; and the wings are tipped
with yellowish white.

dlabitaf —These birds breed within the Arctie Cirele, and
visit Germany only in the winter, mrriving in November, and
departing in the beginning of April. In mild winters they do
not come as far south as Thuringia; in severe ones, they seck
a still warmer climate. TIn average scasons they somctimes
remain with us throughout the year, and may then be scen in

ther parts of Germany also, as in Saxony, the Hartz Mountains,
Bohemia. :

In econfinement it is usually keptin a corner of the room,
ecparated by a grating, which, however, must not be near the
firet A very slight degree of heat is sufficient to make it open
its beak, and begin to gasp for air, a fact which proves that
its summer abode must be in a very cold climate. If, for
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cleanliness sake, it bo kept in a cage, it should have one like
that used for a Thrush, the floor of which must be duilly
strewed with fresh sand,

Food.—In spring, the Bohemian Chatterer feeds on varic/ng
Kinds of inscets, partienlarly flies. In autumn and winter it
cats berries of almost every kind, and, in case of need, the buds
of the beech, maple, and different fruif, trees.

In confinement, the universal pastes must bo delicacies to it,
g8 it is content with bran and water. It swallows everything
voraciously, is very fond of wheaten bread, and cats everything
that is offercd it, as vegetables of different kinds, such os
potatoes, cabbage, lettuce, and ripe fruit. It is fond of water,
though it only sprinkles itsclf, and that not o plentifully s
other hirds.

Attractiva Qualities.—The only recommendations possessed
by this bird are its beauty, and, in some districts, its scareity,
for it is both stupid and lazy. In the aviary it does uo g
but eat, and sit still upen its pereh, and even when hungér
drives it fo make a journey across the room, its motions ave
so awkward, as to be positively unpleasant to see. It has no
song, cxeept a few low twittering notes, like those of the
Redwing, theugh still more soft : and while singing, alternately
erects and depresses its crest, and so squats in a heap, as to
ponceal all motion in the throat. This song, which the
bystander might imagine to be produced with a painful effect
on the part of the bird, continues throughout the year., If
bad tempered, az is not unfrequently the case at the seod
trough, it makes a snapping noise with its beak. It is casily
tamed : and is perhaps the greatest eater of all birds with
which T am sequainted, as it consumes every day almost, its
own weight of food. This it soon voids in n half digested
state; and if fresh food be mot speedily sapplied, cats its
own exerement. When juniper berries have been given it,
I have known it do this three times in snecession. A natural
consequence of this greediness is, that its cage or grating
requires a daily cleasing, without which, the stench proceedi
from its excrement would be insupportable.

Apprriowar.—This bird is one with which British naturals
gre but little acquuintcd‘ MacoitLIveEaY describea it ns vigiting
this eountry aceidentally, or at irregular periods, muking its ap-
pearance gencrally in large flocks, and in winter, when it-%;ctalmi
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I to the hedges and rowan trees, to feed on their berrics. It
A% bﬁ"‘ﬂ- met ‘I'I'Zilil frc:|ut-utty il‘_'l. b‘CDtIIlIId. Illld }'{'l’ at gm:'h im.
lar and often distant periods, that it must be considered a very
bird even there, in England, if we except the northern
caunties, it is of still less frequent oceurrence, nll!l.ﬂughﬂ cimens
have been obtuined a8 far south us Devonshire and Cornwall,
Iis geographical range is vast; for it inhabits the north of Asia,
ia mentioned by M. TevMiscr as oecurring in Japan, and has
been observed by D, Ricwarpsox and others in North Ame-
rica. With us it is generally shy, casily put to flight, and of
notive habits. Tt i3 said to fied not uul} on the berries of the
ivy, rownn, whitethorn, and wild rose, but also on inseots, which
It pursues in the same manner s Shrikes and Flycatehers, al-
though not with equal dexterity. Tt is usnally named the Bole-
mian Chatterer, although a remarkably silent bird, and not more
common in Bohemia thau in wany otlier paris of Germany., As
the black pateh on the throat is one of its principal distinctive
characteristics, Black-throated is evidently n]liwltcr specific nume
\t'm:-ﬂahcmiun.

157. Tue Mrsser Turvsm.
Purdws Tiseivorus, Lix.  Le Draine, Bue. Die Mistel Drossel, Decir.

LDeseription.—This, the largest of our Thrushes, is eleven
inches in length, of which the tail measures thige inches nnd
2 half. The knife-shaped beak is one inch long; the upper
mandible curved downwards at the point, and, asin all Thrushes,
dark brown. The root of the lower mandible, and the open-
ing of the throat, yellow. The iris is brown; the feet a dirty
light yellow, and more than an inch in height. The upper
parts of the head, neck, and body are greyish brown, with a
reddish stripe on the lower part of the back and rump. The
sides of the head and the throat are whitish yellow, as are the
other purts of the body as far as the vent, though covered with
black spots, three-cormered or oval, yet regularly distributed.
The laurger wing coverts are edged with reddish white; the
pen feathers are greyish brown, bordered with a lighter shade
of the same colour; the tail also is greyish brown, having the

e gxtreme feathers tipped with whita,

The plumage of the female is generally lighter ; the rost of

beak is not so yellow, and the under part of the body
whiter.

Habitat.—The Missel Thrush is a native of all Europe, but
more of the northern than the southern part. It principally
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frequents mountainous countries, and is noticed to prefer pine
to other woods. It isa bind of passage, though it docs Hgt
Yeave Thuringia till the middle of December, sud returms fn
Februgry, as soon as the fine days begin.  In the warm valldys
of Frauconia, it is seen throughout the winter. In confine-
ment, o corner of the room partitioned off with a grating, or a
caze of any shape, but at least three feet and a half lung, and
almost as high, must be assigned to it, as it is a large and wild
bird, always in motion, and soon injuring its plumage. ltis
best to appropriate a separate apartment to this and other large
Cage-binds, as their dung has a very unpleasant smell, and
necessitates a duily cleaning and sweetening of the room,

Food.—When wild, their fool com=ists prineipally of worms,
with which they feed their young, and various inseets, col-
leeted from the marshes and meadows.  In autnmo they eat
mistletoe, service, buckthorn, and juniper berrics.

In confinement they are not dainty, being rx{:cwﬁng]].’-?fi

gatisfied with the universsl pastes. Crushed barley, or wheatén
bran, moistened with water, suits them very well, and is the
food on which fowlers feed these and other large birds;, which
they keep in flocks for decoys, throughout the year. If it be
wished to improve their singing, they may be fed with meat,
bread, and 1.-.]11:1£|:n-r comes to table, none of which they will
refuse. They are also fond of bathing.

Breeding.—The nest of the Missel Thrush may be found in
the woods as early as March, built sometimes high, somctimes
low upon the tree. The cutside is formed of dry stalks,
covered with lichen; the next layer of moss, with the earth
still adhering to its roots ; the inmost of fing root fibres and
grass stalks, They breed twice a year; the female laying each
time four grecnish white eggs, thinly spotted with violet and
reddish brown. The young birds are grey on the upper part
of the body, and very much spotted on the belly, the wing
feathers having o broad edge of rusty yellow. They ore not
en decile as the PBlackbird ; and besides their natural not
learn to imitate only a few unconnected notes, which they o
in the habit of hearing constantly. They ave to be fed wil
bread, soaked in milk; and become so tume, 08 to sing w
on the hand.

Diseases.—Those to which the Missel Thrush is most liable,
are the obstruction of the rump gland, constipation, and atrophy.
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Mode of Toking.—In autumn aud winter, theso bivds may be

aken in great numbers with nets and snares, baited with
berries. - From December to February, they may be caught
with Hmed perches, placed under treee on which the mistletoe
grows: a process which may be successinlly repeated after the
interval of a week.,  After sunset they may be taken in the
water-trap,  Thoese which are more yollow than others on the
lower part of the body, being the males, are preserved for con-
finement. When first caught they are very wild, and many
gtarve themselves to death; but those which are saved soon
Lecome tamer.

Aftractive Qualitics.—As early as Februdry the Missel Thrush
may be observed on the top of a tree, espeeially at night and
morning, singing itz clear and melancholy song ;—this, which
consisis of five or six unconnected notes, is too loud for the
sitting-room, and the cage should therefore be hung in an
adjoining apartment, or in a large hall. Tis ery is a twit-

\}Ifu'-[ﬂg Jiz=rrr ! It lives in confinement ten or twelve years.

Appirtoxat. — The Grey Thrush, Holm Thrash, Sereech
Throsh, Storm Cock, and Missel or Mistle Thrush, ave various
nmmes applied to this, the largest of British songsters,  “ There
15 n gort of double naming in this bird,” says Mepig; “itis
called the Missel Thrush, becavse it * missels’ (soils) its toes with
the viscid slimy juice of the mistletoe berries, of which it is very
fond in the winter; and the mistletoe gets itz name beeanse it
goils the toes of the bird.” We have some doubts as fo the
correctness of this rather fanciful picee of etymological informa-
tiom, at all events, as regards the origin of the name of the plant ;
into this, however, it is not our business to enguire at present;
E:idmnf therefore proceed to quote what other authors say of the

1 "

* The people of Hampehire,” says Grunenr Worre, “ eall the
Miszel-turd the Storm Cocek, beeause it sings early in the spring
in blowing, showery weather, Its song often commences with
the year, With us it builds mueh in orchards,” This anthor
alzo allades to its fiercences and pugmacity during the breeding
scason, and says that *the Weleh call it pen g licyn, the hen
or master of the coppice. He snilers no Iﬂ‘]; ie, Jay, or Black-
bird to enter the garden where he haunts, an i3, for the time, a

guard for the new-gown legwmens. In general he is very
n ful in defemee of his family ; but once I ohserved in my
garden that several Magpics came determined to storm the nest
of a Missel Thrush. e dame defended their mansion with

I
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great vipour, and foupht resolutely ; but mumbers ai last pre-
1';1:i_1ed : they tore the nest to pieces, and swallowed the young, .
alive.” :

Kxarr considers the song of this bird, which is in his cors :1111-‘;?
thing but melodious, ns a pretty sure indication of stormy weather.
“The flight of the Miﬁuvahrnsh." observes Yanuers, “ is rapid,
but irrepular and uneven, being performed by a succession of
jerks. Ita food is varions soft-bodied animals, s worms, slugs,
&e. ; and it is also o most decided feeder on berries of all sorts.
A botanist hus reminded me that the red berries borne by the
plant pamed butcher's broom (Ruscus aculeatus), which grows
on bushy commons, are called holm-berviea; the name Holm
Thrush may have been acquired by this bird from feeding on the
Holm-berey.”  Probably, however, as this author opines, the
title may liave originated in the partiality of the bird for the
oak-tree, from the top of which it delights to pour out its mellow
gong. one species of that tree, the evergreen oak, being called by
old English writers the holm. i

Micoituaveay mentions that he has not met with this bird in_.-
the Hebrides, or even in the northern division of Scotland, and
that in the middle division of that country it is very rare, although'
he has seen it even among the Grampians.  Inthe southern parts
it ig not unecommon either in the eultivated districts or among
the central hills. A correspondent of his, Mg, WEemn, asserls
thiat this is one of the most voracious of our mative birds, and
that he Lias known it to carry off the young of other birds to
feed its own brood with, {

138. Tun Soxe Tonesm.

Turdus Mustens, Lix. Le Gries, Bur.  Die Shepdrossel, Bren.

Dlesereption.—This bird might without impropriety be called
the Small Missel Thrush, so much docs it resemble the pre-
ceding, in form, colour, habit of life, song, and general bearing,
It is eight inches and o half in length, of which the tail
measures throe inches and a half.  The beak is nine lines
long, horn-brown, except the half of the lower mandible,
nearest the root, which is yellow. The irds is nut-trown;
the fect, one inch in height, and a pale lead colour. All the
upper part of the body is olive-brown; the throat whitish'
vellow, with a black stripe down cach side; the sides of the
neck and the breast, light reddish yellow, covered wit
numerous dark brown heart-shaped spots.  The belly is white,
with dark brown oval spots. }J,hth rows of the larger wing
coverts have triangular orange spots on the tips; the inner
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epverts are light orange ; the pen feathers groyish brown, as
“~fure also the tail feathers, the outermost of which are edged
ith white on the external plume,

In the female several little streaks are substituted for the
black lines on the throat; the breast is a pale whitish yellow ;
and the orange tips of the wing eoverts are not so large as in
the male. Asis the case with all the commoner singing birds,
there are several varieties of the Thrush; e g. The White,
White-hended, Mottled, Grey and others.

Zlabitaf.—The Song Thrush is a well-known bird throughout
Europe, and frequents woods mear streams and mendows.,
When the weather begins to break in September, it collects in
large flocks, and migrates to a wormer climate, A little
before amd a little after Michaclmas, is the time when it is
usually met with in its passage. It returns about the middle
of March, or a little later, when every male may be heard
singing his spring song, perched on the same tree from which

18 sang the year before,

In comfinement, the Song Thrush may be treated like the
Aizzel Thrush, though perhaps more deserving of a handsome
cage, both because it sings better, and is o smaller and less
dirty bird.

Food.—In a wild state its food is the same as that of the
Missel Thrush; and in the aviary it may be treated in almost
the same manner. Barley groats and milk are an excellent
dict for it; and it requires a constant supply of fresh water
both for bathing and drinking. It is sometimes diffienlt 1o
induee old birds, when first caught, to eat the food of the aviary.

FBreeding.—The Song Thrush prefers to build its nest on
small pine or fir trees; or, when these are not to be found, on
the thick lower branches of beeches, oaks, aspens, pear, and
apple trees. The nest 1s large, and 13 constructed of various
kinds of lichen, mixed with carth, loam, or cow-dung. The
ftemale lays twice a year, from three to six green eggs, coverel
with blackish brown spots. The first brood is usually fledged
about the middle or end of April. On the upper part of the
body, the young have a spotty appearanee ; and if taken from
the nest when half fledged, and fed with bread and milk, learn
to whistle airs and tunes. The Song Thrush builds by pre-
ference near water; and the nest may casily be found in the
situations above described,

2
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dhizeases, and Mode of Taking.—The remarks already made on
these heads, in the case of the Missel Thrush, apply to the
Song Thrush, as well as the three following specics.  Of all bird
it is most frequently caught in snarcs and nooses, and in Sep-{
tember and October, before sunrise and after sunset, may often
be taken in the water-trap.* Time must be allowed for them
10 get fairly into the water, as in this case cight or ten may
often be taken at onee. Their call when bathing 18 quite
peculiar, and never heard at any other time; the first to find
the water cries very loudly, Seck, seeky Seekt? Toal, tsak! and
is answered with the same cry by all within heaving. The
Song Thrush is, however, a very cantions bird, and ravely goes
into the water ill it sees another bird—as, for example, a
Redbreast—already there. The fivst which venturcs is soon
followed by others; and a fight ensues, if there be not room for
all. It is a good plan to have a decoy-bird fluttering about
near the water. -

Abtractive Qualitics.—The Song Thrush is the great énn,
livener of our woods; announcing from the highest trees the
siTival of spring, by its varied and beautifol somg, and con-
tinuing its melody throughout the summer. It is especially
fond of singing in the morning and evening twilight. Ama-
teurs prize it chiefly on account of its song, which, as carly as
February, is heard in such sonorous and melodious strains as to
delight a whole neighbourhood.  If its food be properly varied,
the Bong Thrush will live for six or cight years.

Apprrioxat—The Song Thrash, Garden Thrush, Throstle,
or Mavis, 15 one of those birds which, whether in a state of
liberty or confinement, may always be hstened to by the lover of
melody with gratification. ~ It is‘one of the commonest as well as
the best of cur native songsters; indeed, we might perhaps say
the best, and in this we should be borne eut by Bortow, who
says, * It is the finest of our indigenons ginging birde, not ouly for
the ewectness and variety of its notes, but for the long conlin-
uance of them, as it delights us with ila song for three parts of
the year.” In this ecuntry, according to Waire, the Throstle
beging to sing between the sixth and twenty-second of Jonuary,
and it may constantly be heard einging late into the autumn: as
a rule, it may be inferred, that early singers are also early,
breeders.  Yargert says, " I remember to have seen yom
Thrushes on the last day of Mareh ;" and JExvy¥s, in his Manual,
tells us that the young of the first brood are Lutched about the
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pginning of April, and sometimes carlier ; and Nevizne Woon
tates, that he has sometimes found Garden Thrushes' nests
gun a8 carly as the middle of February, although he had never
nown them completed, the coming on of a frost ﬁwiug generally
put a stop to the work.

Waite, among other naturalists, s ealled attention to the
circumstance that Thrushes render great service to man by
destroying vast numbers of snails, in-detaching which from the
old \Tﬂ{]ﬁ and garden palings, to which they adhere very firmly,
and in the breaking nfpﬂmir shelly covering, these birds display
great perseverance and sagacity, ** I have frequently observed,”
says JEssE, in his notes to White's Selborne, ©* Thrushes place &
ghell snail between two stones, or a Lollow in & gravel walk, to
prevent their rolling, and then picking them till they broke
them.” KExairp may also be quoted on this head ; but the fol-
lowing interesting anecdote from his Journal, seems to have a
better claim upon our epace :—

vy, . Weobserved this summer two common Thrushes frequenting
boshrubs on the greenin our garden. From the slenderness of
their forms, and the freshness of their plumage, we pronounced
™ them to be birds of the preceding summer. There was an asso-
cintion and {riendship between them, that called our attention to
their actions; one of them seemed ailing, or feeblo from some
bodily aceident ; for though it hopped about, yet it appeared
ungble to obtain sufficiency of food; its companion, an active,
sprightly bird, would frequently bring it worme, or bruised
snnils, when they mutually partook of the banguet; and the
ailing bird would wait patiently, understand the actions, expect
the assistance of the other, and advance from his asylum upon
its approach. This procedure was continued for some days, ]Erut.
after a time we missed the fostered bird, which probably died, or
by reason of its weakness met with some t'atalz accident. We
have many relations of the natural aflfection of animals; and
whoever bas attended to the actions of the various creatures we
are accustomed to domesticate about us, can probably add many
other instances from their own observation.”

Bropegre, in-his Zoological Recreations, observes, in rofer-
ence to this bird, that it was evidently one that ministered to
ithe absurd wantonness of the Roman voluptuaries in their olios
of brains and tongues of singing birds. Even in the present
day, as we learn from a distinpuished ornithologist of this coun-

+ it is considered among tho Ttalinns as ‘wmolts wrato agli
citrei.'  The luscious grapes and figs on which it there fecds,
are said to impart a most exquisite flavour toits flesh, which seems
well appreciated by the er-maitre dhofel of DPazeal Bruno's
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friend, the Prince Butera, when the accomplished artist treats
with all the s.uh-muity due tothe i.igh mportanes of the 3u'|_|'¢_"r:t
of his Grives i fa Brocke, an genitvre, an a la flamandes, The
i2, it is true, no accounting for testes, and we would speak wit
all reverence for discriminating palates ; but some may think that
all taste, save that for the git'asuma of the table, must have

vanished, before the gourmand can sit down with gratifieation to
his dish of Song Thrushes.”

139. Tur Fretprane.
Turdus Pilariz, Lax. Litorne ou Tonrdelle, Bur.  Der Waekholder-
drossel, Dech,

Deseription.—In size this bird is between the Missel and the
Bong Thrush ; being ten inches long, of which the tail measures
four inches. The beak is one inch long, in general yellow, ;
but blackish at the peint, and somewhat curved in the u

per
part. The opening of the throat and the tongue are ye ow ;|
the iris dark brown; the feet a blackish brown, ond one incler”

r

e R e e

and a quarter in height. The upper part of the head and
neck, the bottom of the back and the rump, are ashen grey,
with some blackish spots on the top of the head. A white
stripe passes over the eyes; the cheeks are ashen groy; the
back rusty brown; the throat, half-way down the breast, a
rusty yellow, with black heart-shaped spots.  The rest of the
under part of the body is white, having black heart-shaped
spots on the sides, and long spots of the same colour at the
vent. The wing-coverts are rusty brown; the larger ones
mottled with ashen grey, The pen feathers are blackish grey:
the tail feathers blackish, the outermost having the outer half
white. ]

In the female the upper part of the beak is more grey than
sellow : the head and rump of o paler grey ; the throat white,
the back a dirty rust colour, the feet dark brown,

There are also many varietics, . g. The White, the Spotted,
and the White-headed Fieldfare.

Habitat.—This bird is to be found not only all over Europe,
but even in Siberia. The pine woods of the north are its summer
abode, where it builds its nest upon the highest trecs.  In the
middle of November it enters Germany in flocks, and passe
the winter wherever the juniper berry is plentiful.  Tn Mareh
or April, according to the mildness of the seasom, it apain '
departs towards the north. When in caplivity, it is treated '
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\ike the Missel Thrush, and is chielly prized by the amatenr
s a decoy.  Iis cage must not be hung too near the five, as,
being a native of the north, heat is injurious to it

Food.—1In a state of nature, it lives in summer on worms
and insects, in autumn and winter on berries, especially juniper
berrics.

In confinement it may be fed like the two precoding species;
or better siill, with bread, crushed barley, and grated carrots.

With regard to the diseases of this bird, and the mode of
taking it, the same remarks apply nsjo the two preceding
species.

Attractive Qualitiecs.—The Fieldfare's song is insignificant,
being merely o shrill unpleasant twittering; nor would it
deserve n place among Cage-birds, were it not useful to bird-
catchers as a decoy.  Its call is Sha-sha-ahal ! Quiri-quiri!

“m_Appitioxat,—This bird appears to form a sort of connecting
link between the uniformly eoloured Thrushes, or Ouzels, and
the Spotted Thrushes, having, as MaceiLurveay observes, © the
form of one and the colouring of the other set, to cither of which,
therefore, it may be referred. Tt is rather o stout bird, to which
the length of the wings and tail impart a considerable degree of
elegance.” It is variously known ns the Feltyfare, Ficldfar,
Feltyflier, and Grey Thrush, in Gaelic Liath-Troisg. The
naturalist above named, furnishes ug with the following particu-
lars as to its haunts in this country :—" About the cnd of Oc-
tober, sometimes in the beginning of November, the Fieldfares
malke their appearance in the northern and castern parts of Bri-
{ain, where some of them remain all the winter and spring, while
others disperse over the conntry. In the wooded parts they rest
at night on tall trees, at least T have seen them so roost at night
after sunset; but Moxtacue affirms that they repose on the
ground, which may be the ease, and certainly they must elee
there or on rocks in the Hebrides, where they are met with
during the cold season. I know no place where one can study
their habits more effectively than in the neighbourhosd of Edin-

. burgh, where they are met with in flocks of from several hundreda
/i t:ﬁxea or four individuals. When the ground is covered with
snow, the Fieldfares betake themsclves to marshy meadows,
where thiey are often shot in great numbers ; for though repeatedly

- noyed, they return at short intervals, and persons stationed
here and there along the hedses, are suro of oblaining many
chonees.  Should the pools and brooks be frozen, they repair to
the woods and hedges, where they obtain a supply of hawthorn,




. G4 THE REDWING. i

holly, and other berries, of which various kinds constitute their
food in spring, together with worms, larva, pupm, and insects, 14
well 88 seeds of cereal nnd other plants; but Lhave never, in ihe
most severe weather, seen them in corn-vards, although they fre-
quently enter pardens in time of snow {o eat the holly berrics.

hey employ a small r{uuutﬂ}' of fragments of quartz and other
hard substances to aid the tituration of their f}und. pud utter,
when alarmed and flying off, o chuckling cry, vesembling the
syllables '_grue.{'. ehwel, chuek, elpek,” WiiTe expresses wonder
“that Fieldfares, which are so consmencrous to ﬁlﬂn]lhirﬂn and
Thrushes, should neveg choose to build in England,” nor even
think the Scoitish Hif.ﬁul:luds cold and northerly and sequestered
enough for their purpoese ; and controverts the opinion of Mac-
GILLIVEAY that these birds roost upon trees, where trees are to
be found.  “ They are scen,” he says, “to come in flocks just
before it is dark, and to scitle and nesile among the heath in cur
forests. And besides, the larkers, in dragring their nets b ni%i;tt:

g

frequently eateh them in the wheat stubbles; while the bes -
fowlers, who take many Redwings in the hedges, never entavgloa”
any of this species.”

140. Tme Repwixe.
Turdus Iaews, Lix., Maveeiz, Bur. Die Rothdrossel, Brew.

Deseription.—This bird, which hears & grent resemblance to
the Fieldfure, is smaller than the Song Throsh. It is cight
inches in length; of which the tail measures three inches and
a gquarter. The beak is blackish, yet yellow about the corners
and the base of the lower mandible. The iris is out-brown ;
the feet one inch high, and pale grey; the toes light yellow.
The head, neck, back, rump, and lesser wing coverts ara olive
brown. A yellowish white stripe runs from the nostrils to a
considerable distance behind the eyes; and the cheeks, which
are finely streaked with yellow, are smrounded with a similar
stripe, which terminates in a dwle yellow spot, on the side of
the head. The throat ond breast are whitish yellow, with
many triangular dark-brown spots; the rest of the lower part
of the budy white, somewhat spotted on the sides and vent
with olive brown. The sides, az well as the lower wing- '
coverts and the pen feathers, are mottled with dark reddish §
brown ; the feathers of the wing coverts being ti 'witly‘\"
orange, and the two hindmost pen feathers with white. The
tail feathers are grevish brown, rather lighter at the points,

The plumage of the fomale is in gencral paler; the stripe
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over the eyes is almost white, and the spot on the side of the
ead a elearer yellow. The prevailing colour of the lower
et of the body is white, inclining to yellow on the neck onlys
he spots on the breast are greyish brown, and there are none
en the vent.

There are also white and mottled varieties. '

Jabitat.—In a wild state these birds are natives of the
north of Europe. They arrive in Germany for the winter
towards the end of October, and depart at the end of March
or beginning of April.

With regard to their general freatment in captivity, their
fuod, diseases, and modes of capture, the same remarks apply
us to the preceding specics,

Attractive Qualities—The males utter in gpring and summer
i?{ew twittering notes, as unmelodious as the song of the

Wldfore, When large flocks colleet in March or April on the

ers, their twittering does indeed make a great noise; but
there is nothing in this to Be dignified with the name of a
song, though T have heard one which might have becn mis-
taken for a poor Seng Thrush, and even uttered =ome few
Nightingale notes. Their prineipal attraction as Cage-birds
lics in their tameness, familiarity, patience, and apparent
readiness to adapt themselves to circumstances. Bird-catchers
ulso use them as decoys. -

It must be remembered that they cannot bear heat, and
often require fresh water.

ApDITIoNAL—With us this bird is sometimes called the Wind
Thrush, and sometimes the Swinepipe. Tt ia the smallest of
British Thrushes, and in the north 18 said 1o be so gweet o song-
ster, ns io have obtained the name of the Norway Nightingale.
These birds commonly reach our shores in October, and depart
in the month of May; the only music that we get from them is
u sort of plaintive piping note. The following is Mupir's account
of their habits :—" Hedwinga apﬁnnr in flocks, are lovers of pence,
and mingle freely with the Fieldfares; the two, indeed,’ seem

fl alike at the merey of storms during the winter, though the Red-
winge usually come first, and ccenpy the ground. While the
)\Wﬂther continues open, they remain on the pastures and fields,

1 those places where they land, and roost for the night in hed%“

and copses, in search of wild berries, and continue till these also

are exhausted ; ond if the are then overtaken by o storm, many
of them perieh, as, like the Ficldfares, they scem to have but



S46 THE DILACKOTRD,

little eommand of themselves in o pale.  If the scason is variable,
they work their way auuthwnn{: but suffer very much from}-
Lunger and fatigue ; and mony of them are smothered in th
enow, if overtaken by heavy falls, in their attempts to pass th
central heights,

“ Redwings, as well as Fieldfares, are often found in those parts
of Britain which hinve the greatest resemblonce to the eountries
where they nestle, as late a5 the middle of May, or even the firat
of June, detained, no doubt, chiofly by the enst winds, which
blow dry and cold at that season; but the same instinet, the
eame obedience to the state of the weather which retains them
with us, prevents them from breeding, or even singing in this
country. Brirock mentions their breeding in the island of
Harris, but that is out of the line of their ordigary migration ;
and though it may be true in the instance which he gives, it is
certainly not true as a gencral feature of the ornithology of that
island. The gong of the Redwing is not known there, an
than it is on the coast of Northumberland or East York; but -
where any singing bird breeds regularly, its song is sure to
known, not to naturalists meroly, but also to the country people.”

141. Toe Bricepmn.
Turdus Mérula, Lix, Merle, Bur.  Die Sohwarzdrossel, Decm.

Dieseription.—This bird, the moet docile of all Thrushes, is
about the size of the Song Thrueh, being nine inches and a
half in length, of which the tail mepsures four inches. The
beak is one inch in lensth, and bright yellow; the iris dark
brown; the feet black, and fourteen lines in height. The
male is black all over the body; the femaole blackish brown,
tinged on the breast with rust-colour, and on the belly with
grey. She seems also to be somewhat larger than her mate,
which has led some persons into the mistake of describing her
@5 & separate species.  Asin the case of other species of Thrush,
varieties of this bird have been noticed. For example, the
White, Grey, White-headed, Variegated, &e.

Habitat —The Blackbird inhabits nearly the whole of the
O1d World, and in Europe is found as far north as Sweden, In
Germany it is the only species of Throsh which is not migra- |
tory. !

In confinement it is advisable to keep the Blackbird in a &
large cage, as, if allowed to range the room, it is n&tu becomip
E_'lrgﬂﬂmcal and violent, and, like the Tits, often kills emaller

Irds.
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 Fad—The food of the Blackbird is the same ns that of
“A gther Thrushes; though, in winter, it is often obliged to be
Eunmut with the berries of the white-thorn. At the same
cason of the year it may frequently be seen near warm springs,
in search of inscets and earth worms.
In the aviary it is satisfied with the first universal paste,
but will also eat bread, meat, and whatever is brought to table.
Like others of its kind, it is very fond of bathing. It is,
however, a tender bird, and would not live long on so simple
a diet a8 bran and water.
Breeding—As the Blackbird is not a bird of passage, it
pairs very early in the year, so that the young birds may often
be found in the nest os early as the end of March. The nest
laced in some thick bush, often not very high from the
andl is constructed of earth and moss interlaced with
,, and lined with fine grass-stalks and hair. The female lays
» or thrice a year five or six eggs, of o greyish green colour,

covered with light brown and Iiver-coloured spots and stripes.
The young males are always rather darker than the females,
and can by this means be distinguished from them even in the
nest. ‘They may be takenas soon as cver the tail feathers show
themselves, and reared on bread and milk. By this mede of
treatment they become sooner accustomed fo the food of the
aviary, and, if taught an artificial song, learn it more per-
fectly, and do not confound and mix it with their own.

Diseases.—The discase to which the Blackbird is most liable
is an obstruction of the rump-gland, which may be treated in
the manner mentioned in the Introduction. It lives in con-
finement from twelve to sixteen years, especially if its food
be judicionsly varied.

ods of Taking.—The Blackbird is very shy, and is seldom
eaught in the barn-floor trap, though in winter it may easily
be taken in nooses and springes, baited with service berries. At
the same season it falls into the large Tit traps, baited in the
gume manner, or may be caught in a place cleared from snow
and st with limed twigs. After dark it may frequently be
taken in the water-trap; and before bathing utters a eall simi-
lartf that of the Song Thrush. The call is Thitzirrs ZTack,

ekt

Attractive Qualitics.—The song of the male 18 melodious,
and consists of deep sonorous passages, like those of a Night-
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ingale, though intermixed with others which are rather harsh.

night; but in confinement throughout the year, except in the
moulting season, and in so lond and joyous a tone as to
aundible at a considerable distance. Its memory is so good,
that it learns not only to repeat words, but 1o whistle several
airs without confounding them together,

In a wild state it sings from Morch to July, especially ]:?"

Apprrrorat.—In all the wooded and cultivated tracts of Eng-
land, Seotland, and Ireland, may the loud, mellow, olear song of
the Black Thrush, Garden Ouzel, or Merle, ns this bird is vari-
ously ealled, be heard from the very beginning of spring to the
middle of July, snd frequently very late into the autumn.
We quote a portion of Mvpig's account of this fumilinr and
favourite songster :—" The haunts and habits of the Blackhird
are nearly the same as those of the Thrush, only it is more fami-
liar, and, in proportion to its numbers, legs seen.  The dispesition

of the bird is shy and solitary, more so than the Thrushes, as the
e . e

Blackbirds separate as soon as the young arve able to provid
themselves, and never again assemble, except in the breeding
time. It has been said that they do not all associate even then,
but that there are many solitary Blackbirds which pass the whole
year in a state of sully celibacy., There is no resson for carrying
the matter quite so far as that: the Blackbird is as attentive to
its nest and young as any other of the tribe; and its evasive
habit, or simply the facility with which it slips through hedges
and in and below bushes, not probably so much from lﬁu wizh of
hiding itsell as in mere nan:‘.n.n':ll::J for ita food, is the foundation of
the whole."

Like the Thrush, the Blackbird commencea its song vory carly in
the morning, and continues to sing late into the evening. Mac-
GILLIVEAY saya—" On the lst of Alay, 1837, a Blackbird in the
parden commenced his song at three in the morpiag ; o fortnight
after, I heard one a3 early as half-past two; andin the middle oo
the summer I have listencd io it before gainﬂﬂ bed, when the
twilight peeped in between the shutters upon the antired student,
thus admonished of the propriety of intermitting his Inhours,
The first morning song of the Blackbird is very singular, and
altogether different from that of the evening, consisting of repe- |
titions of the same unmusical strain, perlormed with a harsh
gereaming voiee, It continues for & quarter of an hour or more,
and ig not again heard until towards sunrise, when it is renew
in & bolder, louder, and more joyous strain.  In cold and cloud
weather, howerer, this twilight strain ia seldom heard, for then
the bird waits until it is full day before it commences its song,

T g S
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Although the THackbivd sings at all times of the day, it is more

sz ially in the mornings and evenings that it pours forth its

lelightful melodies, which, simple as they are, T am unable to
deseribe in a more effective manner than )!J:i' characterizing them
as loud, rich, mellow, and mueh surpassing in effect those of any
other native bird, excepting the Nightingale, «Song Thrush,
Blackeap, and Garden Warbler. T hove heard individuals sing.
ing most ferveully in the midst of a heavry thunder storm, when
the rain was falling thickly, and the lightning flashing at an
alarming rate ; and both this species and the Song Thrush seem
to regard the summer raing with pleasure. ‘The season at which
the Blackbird iz in full song, commenees about the middle of*
February, and ends about the beginning of August ; but in calm,
and espreially warm wenther, wﬁetlmr clear or cloudy, it may
somefimes be heard in the winter and early spring months.”

This is a prolific bird ; Mr. BLyra mentions a pair that built
four successive nests in 1837, on an island in St James's Park,
and reargd secenfesn young ones, the first three broods consisting

[ five cach. Mg, Wer records a case of a Blackbird and
rush breeding together in o wild state; and another instance
of this is mentioned by Me. Rossgir, of Moss-side, but neither
of these pentlemen had an opportunity of securing the fruits of
thiz connection. 3

A writer in Chawmbers” Edinburgh Jonrnal illustrates, by the
fpllowing anecdote, the usefulness of this bird as a destroyer of
ingect pests :—" A grass plot attached to a country house, was
once visited by a dozen or two of Blackbirds for several Iiju]ja in
snceession ; they ploughed it upso diligently with their bills, s
to make the surface look rough and decuyed. The owner of the
property, unwilling to shoot the intruders, cansed the grass plot
to be diug up in several places, when it was found to be overrun
with the larve of chafers, The birds were left in undisturbed
possession ; and although the walls were covered with ripe fruit,
they left it for the g‘ruEs which they cffectunlly destroyed, and
the grass plot soon resumed its original appearance.”

Instanees of this species of bied with plumage wholly or par-
tinlly white, have not unfrequently been met with. Wie.
LovGABY'S theory that such birds were natives of mountainous

f,-diu.trictﬂ. ia hardly tenable, as an allino is sometimes found in a
nest with others of the common sable hue.

According to Varno, the term Merle is derived from the habit
of this 'I:ir{.% of flying mera, or solitary; hence, too, its generiv

B, merula.
3 # Merry it 15 in the good green wood,
" When the Mavis and Merle are singing."
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singa the forester in The Lady of the Loke; and most of the

Beottish poets allude to the Bluckbird under this title; thus, | -
GRAHAME says— ’

“ List to the Merle's duleet pipe ! melodious bird !
Who, kid behind the milk-white hawthorn's spray,
Whos# early flowers anticipate the leaf,

Welcomes the time of buds, the infant year,”

Zeveral of the older English Eaets, too, thus distinguish * the
Golden Bill,” ns he is often called. Dravrox, for instance, saya—

- ** Upon the duleet pipe the Merde doth only play."

SuansPEARE gives us another variation of the term Ouzel,
when he says of

“ The Woosel-cock, 3o black of hue,
With orange tawny bill,"

142. Toe Rmxe Ouzer. (

-

Turdus Torguains, Lix.  Merle & Plastron Blane, Bor.  Der ng;"('-ﬁ

drogee!, DecH.

Deseription.—This bird, which is somewhat larger than the
Blackbird, is ten.inches and a half in length, of which the
toil measures nearly four inches. The beak is almost one
inch long, and in colour horn-black, except on the under eide
near the root, and at the corners, where it is yellow. The
colour of the plumage is black, the feathers on ‘the helly and
wing coverts Ilzjn-ing edged with white; the pen and outer tail
feathers with grey. A reddish white transverse stripe, about
the breadth of a finger, crosses the upper portion of the breast,
from which the bind derives its name,

In the female the plumage has a lighter tinge, or is inelined
to brown, and the stripe on the brenst is norrower, less dis-
tinet, and reddish grey, clouded with brown. Those birds
which have in other respeets the plumage of the female, yot
in which the stripe on the breast is distinct, are young males:
those in which it is hardly visible, young fomales.

Observations.—The Ring Ouzel i= a Furopean bird, which \
breeds only in the north, and at the commencement of the |
cloudy weather in October and November, comes in small ﬂmk;&
to Germany, where it frequents the woody and mountaingn
districts. It may be taken with nooses and ‘springes. Its foed,
both when wild and in the aviery, is the same as that of the
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Blackbird, and in its gestures and general behaviour it bears a

_ ptrong resemblance to that bird. 1ts ery is Zuk!  Its voice is

ree, hollow, and s0 weak, that a Redbreast can OVErpower

t, yet not disagreeable. It sings throughout the year, except
‘when moulting, and lives in confinement six or seven yCars.

AppitioNar. — Roek Ouzel, Tor Ouzel, Mountain Ouzel,
‘White-breasted Blackbird, Moor Bluckbird, and Ringed Thrush,
are the several names applied to this bird, whick is very similar
to the species lost deseribed in form and colour, from which,
however, it is readily distinguished by the brownish white pateh
on the breast, which has been said to resemble a collar or ring ;
henee its fiame. Muvpig remarks, that * ile pure white gorget
15 always a characteristic of the mature males, ~ The young males
have it reddish ; the old females elouded with brown and grey,
and in the young females it is barely visible.”

MacoiLLiveay says that * the Hinged Thrush arrives in the
south of Seotland abiout the middle uf’.llpril, and departs in the

. beginning of October. It betakes itself at once to the open
\iﬂ.ﬁf.md mountainous tracts, where it prefors the shelter of the
" /juniper, furze, and heath bushes to that of woods or thickets.
i?.rl'remel_f_ shy and vigilant, it seldom its a nesr approach,
but betakes itself to flizht on the lenst n]m'm Tts manners, how-
ever, are very similar to those of the Bluckbird; and as T bave
studied them with some attention, I am enabled to speak with
certainty respecting them. A few individunls are found here
and there among the Lammermoor and Pentland Hills, generally
in the vicinity of masses of furze and juniper; and I have met
with the epecies in several other parts of g:uﬂand, and even in
the island of Skye. Its flight is strong and direct, or with very
little undulation. When pursued, it generally flics at once to a
considerable distance, and it is only when you come near its nest
or young, that it ventures within shooting distance. Like the
Song Thrush, it conceals itself among the bushes, but is much
more easily put to flight. When alarmed, it utters a repetition
of strong clear notes, like those'of the Blackbird, but louder ; and
its gong consists of a few simple, loud, and mellow notes,  The
nest, according to a person who informs me that he lus several
times found it, is placed under the shelter of a furze or juniper
bush, or on the face of a rough bank, or among fragments of
‘rock. It is composed of coarse grass, plastered internally with
mud, and lined with fine grass. The ogi_-n, from four to six, are
zularly oval, pale blueish green, freckled all over witl ale
<" bitwen. The young, fully fledged, I have had from the Pontlund
Hills on the Tth of June." !
According to Hewgrsox, the Ring Ouzel Bings gweelly ; Beuny
saye, " clearly and powerfully, though the notes wero few.”



3
o
{21

THE REED THRUSH.

143. Tar Heep Tnnvsm.
Turdus Aeundingeens, Lix. Rousserole, Buy, Die Rofrdrossed, Bz*—'f

Deseription.—This bird resembles the Whitethroats in sg
many respeets, as to render it doubtful whether it should be
classed with them or with the Thyushes; though its beak and
feet, as well as the general form of its body, seem to ally it
to the latter species. It is rather larger than the Skylark,
heing eight inches in length, of which the tail, which is wedge-
shaped, and rounded af the end, measures four inches and o
quarter. The beak is ten lines long, strong, compregsed at the
voot : on the upper, and at the point of the lower mandible,
horn brown, and vellowish at the roof. The iris is dark
brown ; the feet cne inch in height, strong, greyish brown,
inclining to flesh-colour, and baving a very long hinder elaw.
In colour the Reed Thrush is very like the Nightingule ; the

upper part of the head and neck are dark grey, tinged with | -

olive green; a dingy yellowish white stripe runs from.{
nostrils to that part of the forchead between the eyes; the
cheeks are greyish brown. The upper and centre part of the
back are rusty grey, becoming gradually lighter towards the
rump, which is rusty yellow. The chin and throat are light
grey ; the breast and belly yellowish white, the former having
4 dark grey spot on ecach side near the neck. The sides,
shanks, and vent, are white, strongly marked with rust colour,
which gives a yellow appearance to all the lower part of the
body. The pen feathers are dark brown, with a narrow bor-
der of rusty yellow ; the tail feathers reddish grey, edged with
a lighter shade of 1he same.

The female is scarcely distinguishable from the male. It is
somewhat smaller, darker on the upper, but lighter on the
lower part of the body, The top of the head is marked with
rust colour, and the throat is not ashen grey, but white.

Iabitat.—The Reed Thrush is a native of all but the coldest
parts of Furope: and is common in Germany, where it fre-
quents those distriets which abound in reedy ponds and lakes,
or in extensive bogs and morasses. It is rarcly een upon o
tree, but climbs up the reeds and bullrushes, like & Woodpecker
In confinement it may be kepl in a Nightingale's cago. -

Jood.—In a wild state it devours great numbers of aguatic
inscets, and occasivnally eats elderberries. In the aviary it

s
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requires the same food a5 the Nightingale; but i= subject to
he disesse which is fatal to many of the Whitethroats.
fter six months, or less, the feathers drop off, are nob re-
ewed, and the bird dies of atrophy.

Hreeding.—The nest of the Reed Thrush is fastened to fwo
or more redds, by means of wool, and 1s constructed of lichens
and strong grass stalks, lined with finer stalks and hair.  The
female lays from thred to five eggs, which are greyish white,
spotted with olive colour and black. Before the fist moult-
ing, the young birds are exactly like the Fauvelle, and pre
spotied on the breast with black. Their ery is like that of the
Mountain Finch, but, if’ taken from the nest when quite young,
reared on ants’ eggs, and put under the instruction of a good
Nightingale, they become incomparable singers.

Mods of Tuking—The dificulty of taking these birds makes
them scarce in our aviaries. The only successful method, ex-
. eept the barbarous one of liming their nests, is to muwk some

ot which they frequent, serateh up the earth, and =et limed

twigs, baited with meal-worms.

Attractive Qualities.—The male has an exceedingly loud and
beputiful voice. Its song is more various and flute-like than
that of the Song Thrush, though not equal to that of the Night-
ingale, with which it has sometimes been compared, 1o many
passages it resembles that of the Dlack Cap, though, os is the
ease with all the Thrushes, not so sustaimed. Tt u:m;i]l;{
sings at night and morning, and while singing, keeps—evi-
dently from pleasure—not enly its throat, but also its whole
body in motion.

144. Tur Boce Tonvsm.
Turdus Saratilis, Lix,  Merle de Roche, Tes. e Steindrassel, Brcu.

Daseription—This bird is but seldom seen in confinement
in Central and Northern Germany, though better deserving the
amatenr's care than many foreign specics.  In several parts of
Germany it is all but unknown, and if ever taken by the bind-
catcher, it is mistaken, especially the female, for a lLirge
TRedstart, It is about the size of o Redwing Thrush ; being
seven inches and six lines leng, of which the .tail measurcs
o inches and threc-quarters,  In appearance and habits, it
is more like a Starling (cspecially in its pestures and move-
ments, which are remarkably warions and amusing) than a

A A
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Thrush, although posscssing the characteristies of the latter
bird. The beak black, with yellow corners, is one inch longj
the strong black feet one inch and o quarter high. The le
and neck are grevish blue, or bluish ashen grey ; lighter in
the old birds than in the young enes.  The upper part of the
back dark brown, sometimes clouded with a lighter tinge ; the
middle a beantiful white; the rump dark brown, with white
edged feathers. The breast and belly are dark oronge; the
lagicr spotted or elouded with white, more or less distinetly,
according to the time of the year, an appearance which is
cansed by the white edges of the feathers,  The vent is o pale
yellowish red ; the wing coverts darkish brown, with whita
points ; the quill feathers very dark brown; or blackish, the
hinder ones somewhat lighter, whitish at the peints, and
having n narrow white border on the farther side; the tail
dark yellowish red, with the two centre feathers greyish brown.

The female has the upper part of the body darl brown, the -
foeathers bordered with greyish white ; the rump is rust cnlum‘uﬁf
with a similar edge: the chin white; the throat like the
upper parts, but much lighter ; the front of the neck, and all
the lower parts, dirty orange, with brown and while wavy *
lines; the tail as in the male, but somewhat lighter; the fect
duork brown.

Habitat.—Thiz Thrush is found in Southern Europe and
Germany ; for example, Austria, the Tyrol, &c., but rarely
comes more north. It i commoen upon the Alps and the
Pyrences. . It chooses rocky and stony places, os well as
old costles, and even peasant cottages for its abode, In its
migrations, it seeks the bare mountains, looking, like the Red-
gtart, for heetles and other ingects under the stones, If arrives
in March, and takes'its departure in September.

When in confinement, it is wsually distinguished as a rare
bird, with n handsome cage, which should be somewhat larger
than o Nightingale's.

Faood —When wild, this bird feeds on insects, but in con-
finement needs Nightingale's food, to preserve ifs life and’
health. Tt is generally fod with a mixture of bread, yellow
rape seed, wheat meal, ants’ eggs, and chopped bullock’s heart.

It sometimes also needs o meal worm., :

Breeding.—The female lays five eggs in tho nest, which is
penerally made in a hole of a rock, or a heap of stones.  When
reared from the nest, these birds are exceedingly docile.

.
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Mode of Taking.—In these parts, it is a mere chance if one

be taken. This 15, however, attempted by fixing limed twigs,

}J‘ith meal worms attached, near where ﬂ'u'-y e observed to

th.  How they are secured in countries where they are com-

mon, I do not know. It is said that they are lured by the Owl,

Attractive Qualitics.—The male is prized as an exceedingly

*geod songster, cspecially singing by night, near a lamp, They

learn also to whistle tunes; to speak like o Starling, and
generally become exceedingly tame. :

145. Tor NieUTIXoALE.

Syloie Luscinia, Mofacilla Luscinia, Lix, Roszignol, Bur,  Die Nach-

: tigall, Becmn,
Dreseription.— WercBhe Nightingale prized only for irs
plumage, it would hardly deserve a pluce among the inmates of
'\)Er]}c aviary. It is obout the size of the House Sparrow, being

(~fveinches in length, of which the tail messures two inclies
and a quarter ; but in confinement, if well fod, and especially
if reared from the nesf, it often atiains the size of a Lark.
The beak, as in all birds of the same genus (Motacilla), is
straight, oval-shaped, thin, pointed, and having the two mandi-
bles of nearly the same size. Itis seven lineslong, on the upper
gide dark brown, on the under light groy; flesh coloured af
the root, and yellow inside. The iris 1z greyish brown; the
foet nine lines in height, and brownish flesh eolonr. The
upper part of the body is greyish brown tinged with rust
colour, but in very old birds reddish ashen grey 5 the rump
brownish red ; the threat, belly, and vent, white; the breast
and sides whitish grey ; the knee bands grey. The larger
wing coverts are tipped with white; the pen feathers greyish
brown, edged with rusty yellow ; the straight broad tail fen-
thers, which, usin all birds of this specics, are very brittle, ure
a dingy red.

Those which are kept in cases, are sometimes darker, somi-
times lighter, than the above description. In Nightingales
which hang near the windows of large well lighted rooms,
i which are not exposed to smoke either from the fire or un

il lamp, the feathers of the upper part of the body are dark
grey, or light greyish brown, edged with rusty vellow ; and
those of the under part white, tinged with grey on the sides

oA
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of the breast and belly ; while, on the eontrary, Nightingales

vellow on the upper part of the body, greyish white on thi
i:?i:‘r part, and greyish brown on the sides of the breast and

Ay,

The connoissenr is able to distinguish the female both by her
form and goit, Her legs are not so high, nor is she so crect ;e
her head is rounder, her neck not so long ; her eyes smaller
and less bright ; her throat not so white. Nevertheless, none
but mm experienced bird fancier could decide upon the scx,
exeept he saw both male and female together.

The Nightingale bears so strong a resemblance to the female
TRedstart, that the latter is often sold for a Nightingale, and
the former cooked for a Redstart. The characteristic differ-
ences are therefore worthy of attentio® The female Redstart
is emaller, and the gemeral colonr of her plumage is darker.

The fect are thin, and, as well as the beak, black; the tail i_sﬂ;' ;

lighter in colour, and its two centre feathers are blackish-oe
dark brown. Her long slender tail also is in continual mo-
tion, while the Nightingale only moves his occasionally, and
generally carries it above the point of the wings. His gait
and bearing are also prouder than these of the Hedstart, and
his motions more deliberate. He maintains a very ercet pos-
ture, and there is something very peculiar in his hopping gaif.
After having made a succession afr‘ hops, he stands still, moves
his wings, elevates his fail and slightly expands it, nods his
head onee or twice, and then hops onward again.  IF anything
attracts his attention, he generally looks at it with only one
eve; if he catches sight of an’ inscet, he docs indeed hop
quickly to the spot, yet docs not seize it greedily like other
birds, but stands over it a moment, as if in eonsideration. He
has in general o thoughtful air, though it must be confessed,
he easily falls into the traps and snares laid for him, as is tho
case with all birds which are unfamilior with men; though
if one is caught, he is prudent enongh for ever nfter.  He has

always hastens to examine any place on the ground which has
been disturbed or seratched up.  But this peculiarity; which

which are kept in small, dark, smoky rooms, are dingy 1'“5[.:{"'

"

been called, without just cause, an inquisitive bird, because I::"'-)\

he shares with other birds of the same genus, is the result
instinet, which teaches him that he will find in such situstions
the inseets which arc his favourite food ; while, on the con-
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trary, he takes no notiee of many things which are put before

-_him, however strange or peculinr they may be.
Habitat.—The Nightingale is found throughont Europe, as

ar north as the middle of Sweden; in all Asia, except the
arctic regions of Siberia; and even in Egypt, on the banks of
the Nile. It frequents overgrown, shady, and not very eold
places, whether woods, groves, gavdens, or hedges. 1t is rarely
found in woods of coniferous trees, where its food is searce :
and in wooded mountain chains, keeps to the outskirts of
the forests. It ecems to prefor pardens enclosed by high,
broad, and untrimmed beeeh hedges, which afford abundant
shelter. It is a mistake to suppose that it has any preference
{or marshy distriets; und if scen there in great numbers, the
reason may be found cither in the thickets with which such
places are often overgrown, or iv the fact, that during cold
weather, the inseets which form the Nightingole's food may

- be found in greater abundance there than elsewhero, Tt s

=ides, a fact, established by observation, that this bird al-

" ways returns to its birth-place, whether marsh, mountain, or
gurden. This attachment increnses every year; and when
onee the Nightingale has made choice of a spot, it always
comues back to it—exeept it full in the mean time into the
hands of the fowler, or the place lose its attraction. If, for
inztance, the grove be cut down, or the underwood which
aitords the desired shade be removed, it betakes itself to the
nearest convenient situation ; but if within a considerable cir-
cuit, all remain unaltered, and a Nightingale be observed to
frequent a spot not so tenanted the year before, it may with
certainty-be concluded to be a young bird. Yet, theugh it is
a well-known faet, that the Nightingale returns year by year
to the same place, we cannot conclude with certainty that the
bird we notice for two successive years in one spot, is the same ;
as it is also proved by experience, that if a bird which oeen-
ies a well-chosen station, be shot or snared, its place is imme-
E:at«el}' occupied by another. These changes, however, are not

('«eaaily discovered, except by an ear sceustomed to deteet slight

differences in the language of these birds.
It may be asked wll;%ightingalcs are never found in so
any districts, which are {0 all appearance likely to attract
them? The following conjectures may, perhaps, throw some
light upon this question, which it iz of course impossible to

4
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answer positively, Nightingales, on their passage, are able
1o descry at a great distance high mountaing, and such places—
a5 from eold, or the scareity of food, ave not adapted for ther
und in their anxiety to avoid these, if not absolutely in thi
line of route, may miss districts which are well suited for their
habitation. Tn the second place, when in want of food and
rest, they may bo attvacted out of the dircet line, which they
would otherwise have pursued, by the sight of distant woods
and thickets. Thirdly, there may be, in places which they do
not frequent, an unfavourable condition of the temperature,
and & searcity of proper food, imperceptible to ua ; and fourthly,
if once the species has become cxtinet in any district, the con-
stancy with which birds of passage return to their birth-place,
would effectnally prevent its recolonization. This, however,
may be effected by artificinl means—if it be thought unadvis-
able to trust to nature, a brood or two should be reared
from the nest, and set at liberty after the period of migration
in the autumn. The feeling that the time of departure &
pazsed over, s well as their comparative tameness, will pre-
vent the birds from leaving the pg.-nm, when in the ensuing
year they will probably breed. 1t is, however, necessary, that
Nightingales intended for this purpose, should not be kept in
a cage, but allowed, as soon as they arve able to feed themselves,
to fly about the room, half filled with boughs and bushes, in
order that they may acquire the full use of their wings. In
the same manner, they should be fed with their natural food,
inseets and ants’ eges, in order that they may easily find them
when set at liberty.

The Nightingale arrives in Germany about the middle of
April, and is always there by the time that the buds of the
whitethorn begin to burst into flower. As it migrates from
place to place—and not in one long journey—it rarcly suffers
trom the weather. It begins to depart sbout the middle of
Augnst, in families, very gradually and in total silence; and
at this period, may be taken in nooses baited with currants
and elder-berries.  In central Germany, they are to be seen ag
late as the middle of September, and then leave one by ome, "}
=0 that it is imposgible to name any perdod as that of their final
departure.  Other birds, such as Swallows, which migrate 3
large flocks, are not able to cseape the eye of the attentive
naturalist in the same manner.  Sickness, a late brood, or the

R
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inexpericnee of young birds, are reasons, each of which may
explain why a Nightingale is oceasionally seen late in Septom=
ber, er even in October, though this is an exception to the
general rule. .

In the aviary the Nightingale ean cither be allowed to fly
about at will, as I have sometimes permitted ming to do, or
may be confined in a cage, in which case they will sing both
better and more frequently. The latter course is also
preferable, because “this bird, to be preserved in health for any
considerable period, requires more nourishing food than that
given to the other inmates of the aviary. The cage may be of
any desired form, but should be from twelve to eighteen inches
in length, six to twelve inches broad, and twelve inches in
height. It should also be roofed with linen or other cloth, that
in its struggling and fluttering, especially when first caught, the
bird may not injure its head. The cage which I myself use
for the Nightingale, and which I believe best adapted for it,

i may be described as follows:—it is eighteen inches long,
eight inches deep, and thirteen inches high, exeept in the
middle of the arched roof, which rises to the height of fifteen
inches. The sides and bottom are made of osicrs, nbout a
fuarter of an inch in thickness, The floor of the cage is
formed by a drawer one inch and a quarter in height, covercd
with a sheet of blotting paper, which may be ehanged, for
cleanliness’ sake, whenever necessary. The feeding trough,
which is 80 constructed that the bird connot waste its food, is
on one side. In front is a projection, half eylindrical in shape,
and reaching from top to bottom of the cage, in which a large
water vessel is suspended. Two perches are fixed in the
lower part of the cage, and a third higher up, opposite the
centre of the projection, not attached to it, but terminating in
a fork.  All these I cover with green eloth, to preserve the
feet of the bird, which are particularly tender. Tho roof
ghould be made of green eloth, and the whole cage painted
green ; though it is essential to the health of the bird that it
be not used till the colour is thoronghly dry. The advantages

' of such a cage are that it takes up a very little room; that it
does not admit the light so freely as a wire cage, and that the
bird can bathe without wetting its perches, or the rest of the

"lm.
In hanging the cage, regard must be paid to the peculiaritics
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of the litfle prisoner; some will not sing, except in a dark

lage; others like to be near the window, and in the full glare
of the sun.  If it be desired fo teach a bird the habit of singing
under any variation of circumstance, the best plan is to ac-
custom it to change of place, immediately after the moulting
scason, when re-learning its song. Some sing best when
-alone: others when singing with a neighbour; though 1t 1s
found that if three or more be confined in one room, they wi
never sing equally well.  The one who begins to sing first,
generally retains its supremacy, nnd the others either elng in a
low tome, only when it is mute, or preserve an entire and
ohstinate silence.  Instances have been known of Nightingales
which, under such cireumstances, have been gilent for years, and
have even been mistaken for fomales; yet when in a room by
themselves, have begun to sing with all their energy of throat
and lung.

Food—In o wild state the Nightingalo feeds on insects, #
nq;[r:einlly the small green caterpillars, which arc found en the ‘l/ :
oak and whitethorn; small moths, flies, beetles, and various
larve, which it finds underneath the surface of the earth. In
itz autumnal migration, it cats currants, and red and black
elder-herries.

When a Nightingale is first canght it should be fed for some
days on fresh ants’ egs= and meal worms, or on dry ants' eggs,
if the fresh are not to be procured. In this case also, some
persons maoke a mixture of hard-boiled eggs, and bullock's
heart and bread, with which they cram the bird if it will not
foed itself; which they endeavour to induce it to do, by
tempting it with meal worms. But the Nightingale's beak is
very brittle, and often broken by this rough usage, and the
bird does not thrive on the diet; indecd, no one ought to keep
a Nightingale, who cannot eommand a supply of ants' cgga.
The best food in summer is indisputably fresh ants’ eggs, and
two or three meal worms daily.® To use ants, a5 some persons
do, instend of the eges, is E:nhic to the ohjection that it cuts

* The best plan to ensure & constant supply of meal worms, is to filla |
half gallon jar with wheat-bran, barley, or oatmeal, and a few picoes of |
sugar paper, or old shoe-leather. In this half a pint of meal worms may
he thrown, which if allowed to remain for thres months, and tll:l::]ﬁiﬂl'll"d
moistened with & cloth soaked in beer, will hecome heetles, which agai .
lay eggs, and propagate their species with great rpidity, One such jar
will supply a Nightingale.
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off the chance of a future supply, When fresh ants’ eggs
cannot be procured, dry unes should be given, mixed with
Bwedish turnips, and bullock’s heart boiled, dried, snd grated

" gmall.  The twrnip, which may be preserved fresh in o cellar for
a long time, will nid the stomach and bowels in the process of
digestion. A little lean beef or mutton, minced small, may be oe-

“easionally given with good effeet. The cheapest food consists of
ripe elderberries, dried like raisins, and mixed with ants’ eggs.

In winter, some bird funciers make a small loaf of pea-meal
and eggs, grate it, make it into a paste with water, and mix it
with dry ants' eggs. Others, who are anxious to be very
economical, crush poppy seeds in a mortar, to express the oil,
and mix them with bread-crumbs, To this, which is becoming
their usual diet in Thuringia, the Nightingale grows ac-
customed by degrees, but, as might be expeeted, from the cir-
cumstanee, that their stomachs are not maturally adapted to
vegetable food, at last dies of decline. There are besides many

‘)_m'mplica.t{'ﬂ receipts for Nightingale's food, but they are all
more or less noxious, and need not bo repeated here; while,
on the contrary, the amateur wheo conforms his practice to the
directions given above, may rely upon having healthy birds
and good singers.

I have alzo tried the experiment of allowing the Nightin-
gale the ronge of the aviury with the other birds. %ndclr
these circumstances they have eaten the eommon universnl
paste; but it does not seem to be sufficiently nutritious for
them, as, after a fow months, they fall into a decline and die,
if not fed again with Nightingale's food. They also require
a daily Hup}?l}f of water for drinking and bathing.

Lreeding.—Each Nightingale in spring ocoupics and defends
its own station, which in peiring time often occasions very
violent contests among the males. And as the young birds
generally return to the place where they have been bred,
thesé combats are frequently carried on between parents and
children ; and all the ties of relationship, which were once so

. strong, are entirely forgotten.

' The Nightingale builds its nest in groves or gardens, in
some thick bush, or heap of sticks, or even on the ground, if
the epot bo surrounded with brushwood or long grass, It is

i irclessly built of small dry twigs and leaves, with an inner
layer of grass stalks and roots, und sometimes lined with hair,
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The female lays five or six greenish brown ecggs, which sho
hatches in o fortnight.  The young, which, to avoid theattacls |
of various animals, hop ont of the nest before they can fly, aro ‘f
fod with small moths and caterpillars, Before the first ¢
moulting they have no point of resemblance to the old birds,
exeept the red tail; for the upper part of the body is rusty
grey; the head and wing coverts are spotted with yellowish
white; und the under part of the body is rusty yellow, with .
dark brown spots on the breast. After moulting, thoy can
searcely be distinguished from the old birds, except by the
presence of a seattered yellow feather, or spot, on the back of the
head and neck, or near the beak and eyes. I this charae-
teristic be wanting, the possessor of the bird must wait.
Shonld it prove a young male, he begins to sing, or, as bird-
fanciers eall it, to record. Even this sign is mnof quite
satisfactory, ns the young females also record, and confinue to
do so until April; though their song is neither o lond nor so
sustained, and i3 nnaccompanied by so visible an inflation Df_‘/"‘
the throat. ey
The following remarks may be useful to those who wish to
try the experiment of rearing a young Nightingale from the
nest.  In o brood the lighter coloured birds are always the
males; which agnin may be known by their white f.i):mnts.
The females are darker, or rather redder and browner. They
are to be fed on ants' eees, and sonked and grated bread. The
males begin to record before their tails are grown. If the old
birds be taken with the brood, they will continue to attend
to the young., The Nightingale may occasionally be induced
to breed in confinement, if o healthy and well-bred pair be
allowed the sole possession of & room well filled with green
pine branches. :
Diseases.—The Nightingale rarely passes through the moult-
ing season without some symptoms of indisposition ; the best
remedy for which is a spider or two, and o supply of "good
food. When suffering from disordered stomach they puff up their
feathers, and sit with half-closed eyes, and heads under their
wings, for hours at.a time. They will be relioved by ants' '
eges, o epider, or o little saffron in their water sufficient to "I
give it on orange tinge. The discases to which Nightingales & -
are subject, in common with other birds, may be treated in thy™
manner mentioned in the Introduction. It is necessary to
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remove the seales from their logs and claws every three months
—an operation which must be performed with the greatest
. They will live fiftcen years in confinement ; though it
s rare that a wild bird can be observed in one spot for so long
a period, a faet which may be accounted for by the depreda-
tigns of fowlers and hinﬂa of proy. An instance is indeed
recorded of a Nightingale which was in the posscssion of ita
owner for twenty-five years, After the sixth year it is observed
that they sing less frequently and pleasantly; and it is there-
fore the most humane course to sct them at liberty in May.
The fresh air, snd the consciousncss of liborty, have been
known so to invigorate old birds as to restore a].ly the strength
and beanty of their song,
Mode of Faking.—In the early spring, and especially at the
pairing season, the Nightingale may be caught with very Little
difficulty. All that is necessary is to make a shallow trench

. in some dark-eoloured soil, and place in it o foew ants’ eggs or

worms. The simplest contrivance—a few limed twigs,

or o falling-net adjusted on fwo eross sticks—is sufficient to
entrap the siraple bird, which will even watch the fowler set
the trap, and hop into it before his back is turned. Even if it
be not perched within sight of* the spot, it moy be driven to it
with a little care and enntion. Tt is thus easy for an expert
fowler to depopulate a whole district of these delightfiul song-
sters—though at the same time his operations may be anti-
cipated, by catching the birds and again setting them at Liberty;
a proceeding which makes them vory shy and cautious in
future. In many parts of Germany it is forbidden, under a
heavy pecuniary penalty, to catch Nightingales under any pre-
text whatever; andin distriets where this is not the case, only
certain privileged persons are allowed, under fixed restrictions,
to take or sell them. They may also be conght in nooses,
baited in spring with live menl worms instesd of berrics:
though this method ia lisble to the disadvontage that, however
firm the nooses may be, the bird is almest sure to injure its

et in its strugeles for freedom, .

Attractiva Guolities,.—The chief recommendation of the
Nightingale is, of course, its voice, which I will endeavour to
eribe as exactly as possible. Tt expresses its varions emo-
tions and desires 1n different notes. e lenst significant of
them scems to be the simple whistle, IVt ! but if the gut-
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fural syllable &wr/! bo added, as TVt JOrp ! it iz the call
by which the male and female mutually invite one another
The expression of displeasure or fear is the syllable ”2#4
repeated several times: and, at last, followed by Jor / That
of pleasure and content, ecither with its food or mate, is a
sharp Taek ! like the sound produced by striking the tongue
smartly against the roof of the mouth. In anger, jealousy,
or surprise, the Nightingale, like the Black-Cap and others of
its species, utters a shrill cry, resembling the call of the Jay,
or the mew of o cat. This may also be heard in the aviary,
when a bird, by the use of it, endeavours to interrupt and con-
fuse a rival in the midst of his song. And, lastly, in the
pairing scason, when the male and female entice and pursue
one another through the trees, they utter a soft twittering
note.

Bnch are the tunes which both ecxes are able to produce ;
* while the song, the variety and beauty of which has raised -
the Nightingale to a pre-eminence over all other singing hirde
is the prerogative of the male alone. The bystander is asto-
nished to hear o song, which is so sonorous as to make his ears
tingle, proceed from so small abird, and his astonishment is not
lessened when he discovers that the muscles of the larynx are
gtronger in the Nightingale than in any other singing bird.
But it iz not so muu;i the strength, as the delightiul varicty
and ravishing harmony of the Nightingale's song, which ren-
ders it the favourite of every one who has not altogether lost
the scnse of the beautiful. Sometimes it dwells for o minute
or more on o passage of detached mowmful notes, which begin
eoftly, advance by degrees to o forte, and end in a dying fall.
At other times it utters a rapid succession of sharp sonorous
notes, and ends this, and the many other phrases of which its
song consists, with the single notes of an ascending chord,
There are, of course, various degrees of proficiency in the
Nightingale, as in other birds; but in the song of o good per-
former have been enumerated, without reckoning smaller
distinetions, no less than twenty-four separate phrases, eapabl
of being expressed in articulate syllables and words. . I have
noted down the following notes of the song of one which is
considered an admirable singer®  Conld we penctrate into the

* Jide Introduction— Foice and Seng of Dirds,
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hidden meaning of these sounds, we should doubtless find that
tlhev exprossed the sceret foclings of the singer.  All over the
rld, from Sweden to Hindostun, the Nightingale's song is
ssentially the same ; though, as I have before said, some are
manifvstly superior to others, both in the perfectness of their
song, and the quality of their voice. One utters its nofes
with a slow and sweet mowrnfulness; anothar's tones are
peeuliarly clear and sonorous; a third introduces into its song
original passages of its own ; and a fourth surpasses all the
rest in the silvery quality of itsveice. Ocensionally, however,
birds may be found which scem to unite all these excellencies ;
and these are generally from the first brood of the year, which
have been reared in some spot where Nightingales have
abounded, and have learned to unite in their song the charae-
teristic beautiés of each. When the males return from their
migration, which they generally do six or eight days before the
amales, they sing for some time before and after midnight,
/to_aftract the females, who in clear nights may be pursuing
their journey. 8o soon as this purpose is accomplished they
cease to sing by night, though some continue to begin their
song 4 little before sunrise, and warble it at intervals throngh-
out the day. There are, however, Nightingales which always
sing in the middle of the night, and arc henee ealled Nocturnal
Nightingales ;* but it cannot be decided to which class a bird
belongs till he has ocoupied his position for some days, and
enjoyed the society of hismate.  After many years' experience,
1 have come to the conclusion that the Nocturnal and Diurnal
Nightingales are different species, which propagate themselves
regularly. A young bird, the father of which is a Nocturnal
Nightingale, will, after the first year, become so too, under any
circumstances ; nor, on the other hand, does it scom possible
for a Diurnal Nightingale to acquire the habit of singing by
night. I have also remarked that the night singers scem to
prefer mountainous districts, while the IMwmal Nightingales

* We must distinguish hetween the Nocturnal Nightingales and those
hich are termed Mopers, The former sing uninterruptedly throughout
might ; the latter occasionally utter a few broken, unconnected pas-
akes.  All Nightingales become Mopers after they are five or six Yeiars
old, anid are then often mistaken for night-singing birds ; while, on the
contrary, the true night-singers are generally Mopers for o year or two
after they are eaught.
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frequent gardens, valleys, and the banks of streams; and
such an extent do I believe this distinetion to cxist, that
venture to asserl it is only by accident if o night singer
found in the plains. They are, for instance, not uncommo
on the borders of the Thuringinn Forest, uear Wallershansen ;
while, on the'eontrary, only the divrnal singers gre found in
the level country near Gotha,

Tt is a pity that the period during which the Nightingale
sings is so short; as even in a wild state it sings only for
three months, and not with equal vigour during the whole of
that short time. It is heard most frequently from the time of
its mrrival till the young birds break the shell; after that
period it sings less, and with less energy, os ifs principal at-
tention i3 necessarily directed to the feeding of its hrood.
About midsummer its song ceases altogether, and one hears in
the woods only the twittering of the young birds, in their .
atiempts to acquire the paternal song. In confinement, hizig
which have been taken when old, begin to sing o8 early s
November, and do not become entirely silent till Easter. The
young birds, however, which have been reared from the nest,
will sometimes, if placed under good instruclion, sing for
. seven months in the year. If not hung where they can hear
a good singer, they nover sequire their natural song perfectly,
but imtermix with it notes of other birds; while, on the other
hand, if possessed of a good voice and memory, they sometimes
improve upon the instructions of their teacher. This, how-
ever, 1s o rare occurTence, as out of twenty young birds reared in
the aviary, it is doubtful if even one prove a thoroughly good
singer. The best are those which are canght in August, just
before fheir migration, and which, in the following spring,
are put under the tuition of an accomplished singer.

Thoese which are eaught in spring, and are desired to sing
the same season, should be well fed, and hung in a solitary and
quict spot. The eage should also be kept covered with a thin
grecn cloth, or green boughs. 1 must not forget to add a wozd
in reprobation of the barbarity of those persons, who, in arder
enjoy for a longer period the song of this delightful hird,
eriel enough to deprive it of sight. ;

Tt is zaid, that the male Nightingale and female Redbroast, it
allowed the full range of the aviary, will sometimes breed.

My own experience docs not bear out this assertion. o
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. By way of conclusion, I will add the beautiful, if somewhat
pxagperated  deseription, of the Hightingale's song, given by
srrox, in his Nafura! History ;

“The name of the Nightiugale,” says-he, “ recalls to the
memory of every man who has not lost the eapacity of simple
and natural enjoyment, the remembrance of some beautiful
epring nmicht, when the sky was clear, the air tranquil, and
nature lay in expectant silence, as he listened enraptured to
the songstress of the grove. Several binds may be mentioned,
whose song in one or more respeets deserves to be compared
with that of the Nightingale. The Lak, the Siskin, the
Chaflineh, the Whitethroat, the Linnet, the Goldfinch, the
mekbird, the Bolitary Thrush, the Americen Mocking-DBird,
all heard with pleasure as long as the Nightingale is silent.
of these have as beautiful o tone ; others as soft and pure
2 5 others, again, as sustained and melancholy a note as

£it iz in the union of all these exoellencies, and the
hing variety of her song, that the Nightingale bears away
the palm from them all ; so that their most perfect: perform-
ance appears only a detached and incomplete portion of hers.
She is always cnchanting, and never repeats herself elavishly ;
for every repetition of her song is varied by a fresh sccent, and
embellished with new grace. When this Queen of the Spring
brgins her hymn to Nature, she commences with o half-fearful
prelude, in low, undecided notes, as if trying the capabilities
of the instrument, and intent on arresting the attention of the
hearers. By degrecs she becomes more decided ; her courage
and her inspiration increase, and soon the full harmomics of
her ineomparable throat are poured forth ; sonarous bursts,
light hovering shakes and trills, in which case and purity are
united; a subdued inward murmur, whose place in the scalo
the ear seeks in vain, but which is all the better adapted {or
3 a back ground to the clear distinet notes : runs, as rapid as
lightning, uttered with amazing power, and often even with
a ftasteful ruggedness; mournful cadenees, hardly scparabla
one another, yet full of exprossion ; enchanting, penetra-
g tones, the veritable sighs of love and pleasure which rush
m the heart, and speak to the heart, =0 that the heart over
oWE with emotions, and sinks in delightful langmor. In the
passionate tones, it is as impossible to mistake the EXPression
of the feelings of the happy husband, as not to detect in the more
s
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artful, though perhaps less expressive strains, the desire to
entertain and please his mate, or to celebrate his victory over
some jealous rival of his happiness and fame. The vari
pissages are intmpt-rml with pauses, which grnutl:r enhane
the effect of the following harmoeny. The notes already
heard are enjoyed again in the ccho which hovers about the
gar, undisturbed by any new impression; and if the admired
passage be not repeated, when the bird recommences her
semg, it is replaced by another so beauntiful, as to effuce the
wish for the repetition of the first, One chief renson, in-
deed, as Mr. Bammsorox remarks, why the Nightingale
surpasses all other birds in her song, ig, that she sings in the
night, when her veice is not only at the highest pitch of
strength, but is rivalled by no other; while she far excels
other birds at any time, in the flute-like quality of her
and in the uninterrupted duration of her warble, whic
times lasts for twenty seconds.

¢ The same ohserver enumerates sixteen different strains]
tingnished by their closing syllables; but in other respects
tastefully varied by the feathered performer. It is ‘also ascer-
tained that the song of the Nightingale may be heard at the
distance of & mile, which is at least a3 far as the human voice
can reach, The possession of so powerful an organ by a bird
which hardly weighs half an cunce, is sufficiently striking ;
and it has been observed by Howten, that the muscles of the
larynx in this bird are proportionally stronger than in all
others, and stronger in the male thanin the female.  AmistoTLE
and PLrsy assert that at the time when the trees begin to grow
green, the Nightingale sings for fourteen days ond nights un-
interruptedly. This must be understood to apply only to wild
birds: and cannot be taken in a literal sense; as they sing
hoth before and after the peried mentioned, though not with
the same energy and spirit.  They generally begin to sing in
April, and end in June, about the swmmer solstices though
the exact time at which their song ceascs, is that at which the
young ones chip the shell, and the parent birds are warned b
an impulse of nature to provide for their nourishment. Nigh
ingales in confinement sing for nine or ten months in o year
and their song is not only more constant, but more perfeet s
from which fact Mr. Banxrsoros draws the first and probuble
inference, that in this and many other species, the male docs

"
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. Mol sing cither to amuse the female, or relieve her fatigue
Yduring the long period of ineubation. In fact, the female
srforms this office from o natural emotion or longing, which is
more powerful than love.  While engaged in it, she scems to
‘experience o peculiar fecling of content, of which we ean
form no conception, yet which in any case should prevent us
from imagining that she stands in need of consolation. And
#5, therefore, it is not from duty that the female sits, we can-
not suppose that the song of the male has any reference to her
emotions; indeed, it is observed that he does not sing whila
the seeond brood is being hatched.

“It is love, and cspecially the first senson of love, which
inspires the song of these birds, The spring awakes in them the
desire of love and the desire of song at once: the males are the
g ardent, and therefore sing the most, and if placed, as in
wy, where they are unable to satisfy their sexual desires,
extinguish ot the same time the love of song, will sing
istngh the greater part of the year. Instances are known of
Nightingales which put forth the full beauty and power of
their song, within a fow hours aftor having been eanght.
These are, however, rare cases, and may foel very acotely the
loss of their liberty ; they would starve themselves to death
if their food were not ernmmed down their throats, or injurc
themselves against the roof of their cage, were not their wings
tied ; though at Jast the desive to sing, supparted by more
powerful desires, conquers, and they become partially recon-
ciled to captivity,

“ The song of other birds, the tones of an instrament or of
the human voice, seem to have a powerful and execiting offect
on the Nightingale ; they approach hastily, os if attracted by
the agreeable sounds.  From the fact that a ducit scems to have
greater charms for them than a sole, it might be inferred that
they are not destitute of the sense of harmony. They do not
listen in silenee, but strive with their rivals, and try by every
possible exertion not only to overpower them, but to drown
very noise, of whatever kind. It is said that some have been
known to drop down dead, having overstrained their vital

wovwers in these contentions: and I have heard of one, which,

when a Siskin near it began to sing, would not ccase fo utier

un ungry twitleving till she had reduced the offender to silence.
LB
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So trueis it, that not even conseious and acknowledged superi-
ority is always free from jealousy.”

All Nightingales do not sing cqually well; some, indeed;
are such poor performers, as not to be worth the trouble of
keepimg. It has also been remarked that the Nightingales of’
one distriet surpass those of another; and these differences,
the cause of which is not always easy to discover, have been
not inaptly compared to various dialects of the same langmage.
In England the Nightingales of Surrey are preferred to those
of Middlesex ; and the Chaffinches of Hssex, and the Gold-
finches of Kent, are believed to possess peeuliar excellencies.
Tt is possible that the Nightingale is often excited to rivalry,
and to practise and perfect her own song, by hearing the song
of the other birds; ond it is motter of expericnce, that these
peculiarities thus acquired, are transmitted from one generafy
to another. At the end of June the Nightingale ceases t
and her only note 15 a kind of harsh cry, in which it |
possible to recognize the qualifications of the accompl i
songstress.  She is, indeed, at this time so changed in both
voige and plumage, as to preclude our astonishment at the fact,
that in Italy she is known under these circumstances by a dif-
feremt name.

Sweer's Accorst.—*This is a very interesting species, and
deservedly esteemed for its song, which surpasses that of all
other birds, from its varety of notes; it also singa the greater
part of the night, aa well as by day. In ifs Iwﬂ.a state, it fre-
quents woods, copses, and gardens, where it iz often heard, but
seldom seen. Tt gencrally visits us about London, the beginning
of April ; in Somersetshire it seldom arrives till the middle or
latter end of that month, sometimes not till the beginning of
May ; some counties it does not visit at all. Iis food consists
entirely of insects of various sorts, but it prefers the eggs of ants
to any other; it is also very fond of the young larve of wasps,
or hornets, a8 T believe are all the species of this genus; but
these they can only get when procured for them. iﬂ confine-
ment, they will sbon take to feed on broised hemp seed and
bread, mixed torether—if a fow insects be stuck on it; they
are also fond of fresh raw meat, but prefer the lean part; the
volk of an ege, boiled hard, and cut up in small pieves, may
ulzd be given them in winter for a change, if insecls conncy
bie promrud; alén a litile boiled milk and bread ; but the mors
insects they have given them, the betier will be their health,
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, and the more they will sing. The larve of the cockchafer, or
may-bug, which is sometimes very plentiful in grass fields, may
- cured in great nbundance, and kept in pots of turly
earth through the winter, riving each bird one or two of a day,
according as the stock holds out.  This will keep them in exeel-
lemt health. Common maggots also, in the larvie or pupa siate,
thoy are very fond of, also spiders, earwigs, crickets, and varous
other insects.

“The Nightingale is casily taken in a trap. As it generally
gecks ita food in fresh ground, it is ouly to clear away a place,
and stiv up the ground a little, near where it sings or frequents,
then set the trap near it, baited with o living insect, and it 18
almost certain to be cought. Birds cauglit early in spring, if put
in an aviary with other tnme ones, will sing noa few doys ; those
caught the latter part of summer, will begin singing in Novem-
, if younr omes; but the old ones will seldom begin till
inry.  One that T caught in August, began singing in No-
br, and left off asain about the middle of December; at the
f the same month it begun again, and sung continually all
day long against o Whitethroot, that strived with all its mught
to outdo it.

“T have hoad a female Nightingale wloeh built n nest in the
cage, in a litle work-basket, put in on purpose; she laid three

ergs, and sat on them till she was almost starved, os the male
bird would not feed her; she then threw the ezgs out, and

_broke them; both the male and female were only one year

old birds; and I have no doubt but they would have bredm
confinement, had they been kept together another season; but L
parted with the female to a rentleman who particularly wished
it. I have since bad a female several years, but it bas never ut-
tempted to build, which I believe is owing to its being an old
bird when first conght. Some authors give it as their opinion
that the female of this species sings, but 1 have never heard one
make the lesst attempt, though [ have frequently kept them
severnl years.'

Wirtram Kiop, in the Gardener's Chronicle, gives the following
directions how to feed fresh-caught Nightingales.—* The birds,
when secured, are placed in a store cage, and quickly conveyed
 to the bird dealers in the Seven Diale. These worthica then fro-

i coed at once to * meat them ofl)’  This iz accomplished thns .—

Bome fresh raw beel is seraped ; and being divested of all fibrous

substance, 1t is mixed into a soft paste, with cold water and haed-

i iled yolk of egr. This is put into a large bird pan, In the

middle of this tood is placed a very small inverted liquenr glass,

with the stem broken off.  Under this glass are introduced thoee
BE2
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or four lively meal worms, whoszo nt't.n-l-";-ntﬂ] endeavours to 4
Lrenk out of prizson atteact the attention of the Nightingale.
Not u.'nﬂnrstnn ing how these worms are placed beyond lis refneli;
he continues to peck at them, until by degrees he tustes the beef
and egg, which iz artlully rubbed over the sides of the plass,
This being palateable, he satistes his appetite with it, and soon
feels m zest for it—particularly ns his attempts to get ot the meal
worms always prove abortive. e now ecats regolarly—he is
mented ol

146. Tue Greirer NiGHTIXGALE.

Matacifle ov Sylein Luseinin Mejor, Lax,  Grand Rossignol, Bor,  Der
Sprusser, Bron.

Leseription.—This bird. though usually held to be only n
varicty of the Common Nightingale, differs from it in so n
respects, as to prefer o valid elaim to be considered a% o
rate spocies.  In the flest place, it is, ns its name deno
larger bird, being six inches and o half in length, of whith
the tail measures two inches and three-quarters.  Sceondly, its
head and beak are larger; and thirdly, its eolour and song
are both quite distinet. It must be confessed that it bears a
close resemblance to the Nightingale in disposition, behaviony,
and gait; but this is also the cose with the Blackeap and the
Fauvette, which, nevertheless, have never been looked upon as .
varieties of that bird. The upper part of the body is a dirty
grevish hrown : the throat white, bordered with blackish grey ;
the breast light grev, with spots of a darker shade. The belly
i5 dingy white, the wings dark brown ; fhe pen feathers edged
with dirty rust-colour. The tail is broad, and, as well as the
rump feathers, o dirty rusty brown, which, in common with
the rest of the plumage, 18 of o darker hue than in the preced-
ing spocies.

{Mservations.—The difference in song between the Common
and the Greater Nightingale is very distinet. The voice of
the latter is stronger, more hollow, and sonorous: its song 1=
slower and less unbroken, and possesses neither the *long
drawn-ont” sweetness, nor the harmonious chord-like endings
of that of the Nightingale. On this account it i8 often com-
parcd with the songs of the Missel and Common Thrush, thoug
preferable to them, in the purity and roundness of itz tone.
In force its song is superior; in variety end delicacy, inferior
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to that of the Commoen Nightingale. This bird, however,
poszesscz the advantage of being menerally o night-singer, o

eouliarity which, though highly valued in the Common Night-
ingale, is by no means universal. I3 song i3 so somorous, na
to be hardly plensant in o room, and it is therefore advisable
to hung the cage outside the window. Ttseall is also different
from that of the Common Nightingale, being Hee glach arrr !
or, aceording to some, David and Jacob { Dasest, Jakob),

The Greater Nightingale is never found in Thuringia. It
may occasionally be seen in Silesia, Bohemia, Pomerania, and
in the neighbourhood of Wittenbergh, Halle, and Dessau ;
and in many parts of Austria, Poland, and Hungary, is of
more frequent ocewrrence than the Common Nightingale. They
are usually brought into S8axony from Vienna, and are there-
fore generally known by the name of Vienua Nightingales. Those

.  irom Hungary are preforred to the Polish ones.  The characte-

.. ristic by which they are distinguished is, that the former utier

‘call, Dareet, or Jakob, only once, while the latter repeat it

seyeral times in succession. the neighbourhood of Thorn,

and on the banks of the Vistula, where %oth species are com-

mon, the Greater, or Polish, is known by fhe name of the
Baxon Nightingale.

The Greater Nightingale generally frequents groves amd
thickets, especially in the neighbourhood of water, In con-
finement they thrive on the same food as the Common Night-
ingale, but are not so delicate, and live longer. The nest
resembles that of the Commen Nightingale, but the eggs are
larger, and clonded with olive brown. The Greater Nightingale
mnay be caught in the sanme manner as the preceding species, and
is subject to the same disenses. Both at the moulting scason,
and in October and November, it is very delicate, and needs
an occasional epider or woodlouse, as o restorative.  The hest
remedy, however, is a drop or two of the Golden Tiveture of
Halle, mixed with its water.

‘ 147. TaEe Bracrear.
} Silvia, or Motacilla Atricapilla, Lix. Fawvetie & $éte noir, Doy,

Der Mtueh, oder die Selicarkzipfipe Granniiche,
Deseription,.—This bird, which is surpassed by very few in
the excellence of its song, is called in Germany the Monk,
L]
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from the eap which covers the top of the head. As in the

male this cap 15 black, while in the female 1t 15 reddish brown,

and as the latter iz often the larger bird of the two, many bi’*

catchers have fullen into the error of considering them two

distinet species, which they denominate respeetively, the Black-

eapped and Redeapped Warbler (grasmitehe).  The result, how-

ever, of the observations which 1 have mnde for many years on

thiz binl, both in a wild state ond in confinement, is, that the

difference is only one of sex., It is about the size of the

Linnet, being five inches ten lines in length, of which the tail

measires two inches and a half.  The beak is five lines long,

shaped like that of the Nightingale, and horn blue, except in

the inside, and at the root of the lower mandible, where it is :
white, The iriz is chestnut brown; the feet dark grey, and '
ten lines in height.  The top of the head is black ; the checks :
and nape of the neck light groy ; the upper part of the body

and the wing coverts ashen grey, motiled with elive green.
The under part of the body is light grey, inclining to \\'hM
the threat and belly ; the sides and shanks are the same colour

as the back ; the vent and the under side of the wings are
white, ?atted with grey; the pen and tail feathers dark
brown, edged with the mﬂ;ur of the back.

The female, as I have before remarked, is a little lorger;
the top of the head is yellowish brown ; the upper part of the
body reddish grey, tinged with olive green; the checks and
throat light grey; the sides and shanks pale grey, with an
olive green gloss ; the belly reddish white; the pen and fail
foathers dark brown, edged with the eolour of the boek.

The plumage of the Blackeap is vory soft nnd silky, and it
iz rure to gee one in the aviary, whether confined in a eage, or
allowed to range the room, which has not injured ifs wing
and tail feathers. I omee caught 2 white variety of this bird,
which, on the upper part of the body, was moitled with olive
orec,

Habitat—The Blackeap is at home all over Europe, and
froquents woods, or gardens at no great distance from them.
1t is especially fond, like the Nightingale, of the bushy under
wood. It begins to prepare for migration about the middle
September ; and ﬂn&l}* takes its departure at the end of the
game month, returning in the middle of April, a few days
before the Nightingale.

|
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If allowed to run about the room, a ]]ine h::ug'r'._. or & graling
with =everal perches, should be |.]:1émi for it 10 some Warm
orner s which 1t will l'ul'{-]:.' leave, ns it is not fond of ]1nppi11;_:
; ohount. At is, indeed, a vory awkward bird, iml}[ﬁng with its
belly almost touching the ground ; and thrives better in a larze
cage, which may either be of the form of a Nightingale's cage,

or bell-shaped. :
[ ved.—The usual food of the Blackeap consists of cater-
. pillars, flics, moths, and other insects, as well as their larvee,
though it sometimes cats cherries, elder-berries, and eurrants.
It thrives in confinement on the univeral paste, varitd with
o few meal worms and ants’ eggs. 1t is o greedy bird, and if
allowed the renge of the room, seon learns to cat everything
that comes fo table. It has been known to live from twelve
to sixteen years in good health, when fed with wheat-meal,
s, il cccasionally o little erushed hémp seed, especially if
'?&;Lﬂlpliﬂl with red and black elderberries from July to No-
/ vember. The same berries preserved by being dried, and when
7iven to it soaked in water, conduce much to ifs health in the
winter. Autumn is the time when it is generally eaught, and
a few clderberries and meal worms in the food-trongh will
goon induce it to cat the food of the aviary. It is fond of

bathing, and requires a daily supply of fresh water.
Freeding—The Blackeap builds in o hedge or bush, and
gcems to prefer the whitethorn for this purpose. The nest,
which is firmly fixed to the bough, amd hemispherical, is well
built of hard grass-stalks and dry twigs, lined with softer
grass-bledes, and the hair of vorious animals. The female lays
once, and sometimes twice a year, five or six yellowish white
- eges, mottled with a darker shade of }'{-]Inw, and epotted with
brows. The young are fed with caterpillare and moths, or
other winged insects ; and the young males, if reared from the
nest on bread and milk, not enly acquire d very benutiful song
of their own, but those also of the Nightingnle and Canary.
Before the first moulting the males and females are scarcely
distinguishable except by the connoisseur, who may be able to
detect a shade of difference in the colour of the back and top of
ie head.  Immediately after that period the cop or crest of
e beging to assume its characteristic hue. The best
, however, to determine the sex of the young birds, is
ut o few of the brown feathers of the head, If ﬂ'l.l;:}.‘
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are replaced by black ones, the bind in question is undoubtedly "
a male,

Dizeuser.—The Blackeap is subject to the samo discazes a3 !
the Nightingale, though, in addition, espeeially linble to be |
attacked by decline.  As soon as the symptoms of this malady ¢

appear, the bird should be frequently fod on ants’ egms and
nieal worms, and noail be allowed to remain in its water for o
consideruble period.  If suffered to range the room, the Black- :
cap sometimes loses all its feathers, at other scasons than that
of moulting. The best remedy for this, is to put the bird into
a engo 40 o warm place, ond feed it with good food. If the
feathers do not scem inclined to grow, a lukewarm hath,
repeated om two or three soccessive days, will probably aid
their development. For epileptic or paralytic affections, a
drop or two of olive oil is often an effectual remedy. I have
Just cured by this means a bird which o fow 1.1.'1_-L-]}u; azo had
entirely lost the use of one leg, but is now quite lively, and in g
full song. h"'{
Aode of Taking.—The Blackeap may be eaught in July and
Angust in springes, baited with currants ; in September, with
elderberriea; and which should be so arranged as not to hurt
the bird's feet. Tt is very suspicious, and even if hungry, will
often hover about the bait for half an hour, before it will .
touch it. The same may be remarked in the ease of the water-
trap; however favourite an articlo of food the bait may be, it
will fly away and back again a dozen times, though confident
encugh if it sees another bird bathing or drinking. The young
birds, before the first moulting, arevery fenrless, and may he
caught in considerable numbers. Inspring they may be taken,
like the Nightingales, in nets and on limed twigs, sct on a spot
clearcd of moss and grass, and baited with meal worms.
Aftractive Quelities—In the villages of the Thuringiun
forest the Blackeap is a very favourite bird, preferred by some
even to the Nightingale. 1f its song have less volume, and be
not so articulate as that of the Nightingale, it is far purer and
more finte-like in its tone, more connected, and equally various.
In confinement it sings throughout the year and almost all day;
in a wild state, of course, only during the summer; though it
may be heard late in the evening, like the Nightingale, o
recommences its song hefore daybreak. The fomale also
the case of the Nightingale, sings a little ; o fact whi
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have given rise to the idea, that it was o separatec species.  1is
call i3 a sharp Tak! repeated several times: and when sur-

ised or afraid, it also utters a loud unpleasant ery, like that
{of a hurt cat,

SwEET's AccovsT.—* One of the finest songeters that visits
the DBritish islands, the Nightingale cxcepted. It menerally
visita ua at the end of March or the beginning of April: the
earliest that I ever observed, was the 25th of March; the seme
ﬂﬂi I saw, for the first time this season, a Redsfarf, a Swallow,
and & Spade. I have sometimes known o solitary male bird of
this speciea arrive, and sing every day for a fortnight, befors
any other was to be seen ; l'im'e 50 seen one as lote as the 15th
of Oetober.

*The song of the Blackeap is very loud and agrecable, and it
has » great variety of notes; it is also a real moek-bird, and will
catch the note of any bird that it chances to hear sing. I have
heard it imitate the Nightingale so exactly, that it hos deceived

a; alzo the Blackbird, Thrush, and the Greater Pettichaps, all
of which it imitates so mueh in its voice, that it is almost im-
possible-to deteet it, exeept when it runs fram one into the other,
or shows itself on the open part of a tree.

 In p wild state, this species feeds chiefly on fruit and berries
of various sorts; it iz also very fond of muauy sorts of insects,
such ss caterpillars, butterflics, spiders, &e. It is mot very
difficult to take, in & trap baited with a cherry, or living butterdly,
or a green caterpillar; it will soon become fumiliar in confine-
ment, and will readily take to feed on the bruised hemp seed and
bread, if some currants, ruala'hcrriea. or other small fruit, bo stuck
in it. Tohave it always in perfect health, it is requisite that
some kind of fruit, or berries, be always kept in its cage ; any
sort of fruit, or berry, that is eatable, or wholesome, may be
given it in the winter, privet-berrics, and slices of a mellow apple,
OF pear, O a roa.atef apple; also o few flies, or spiders, oe-
casionally.

v In eonfinement, this bird will sing the gli;eater part of the year,
and will zoon take to sing after being conght; T have known one
aught in April, to begin singing the next morning ; but it was
wunp near gome other birds. This was the firat species of the
genus that T attempted to keep through the winter; and I was
several seasons before I conld manage it well ; but as soon as I

d out that it would feed on the bruised hemp seed and bread,
my difficulty was at an end ; and T had no doubt but all the other
species would feed on the sume sort of food; this proves to be
correct, 18 far as I have had an opportunity of deciding.

“ The female of this species sings inconlinement, but its note is
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quite dillerent, and not 80 ngrecable ns the male. Tt has now
been in my l-o'.lz.l.*_s:lmn nearly gix yenrs; the first three vonrs it
did not sing, but since that time it'sings frequently.” =

148. Tme Favverre, on Permenar. I
Syleia, or Motacills Haorlensis, Lix,  Faweefte, Bur. Die
Grrawe rasmiicte, Decn.,

ﬁ-=.1ﬂ‘t:u!:'.;:'r.—’riu_- Fouveite is somowhat emaller than the
Blackeap, being five inches in lensth, of which the tail measires
two inches and a half, Tho beak is five lines long, of the same
ghape as the preceding species, and horn-brown, except on the
upper mandible ; on the lower, lisht lead colour, amd whitish
mmside.  The iris is greyish brown; the feet strong, lead-
eoloured, and three quarters of an inch in height.  The upper
part of the body is reddish grey, with a very slight tinge of
olive brown ; the checks are somewhet darker, and g white
stripe surrounds each eye. The breast and sides are pale reddishg~
grey; the belly white, with a tinge of reddish grey nﬁ_ﬂ:\ﬁ_
mmp; the knees ave grey ; the wings and tail greyish brown, *
edged with the colour of the back, and tipped with white: the
lower wing-coverts reddish yellow. TIm the fomale the breast
is a lLittle lighter; but, in other respeets, she resembles the
male,

Habitat.—This bird, which is found in all parts of Germany,
frequents groves, gardens, or the outskirts of lorge forests. It
is o bird of passage, wrriving o few days before the Night-
ingale, and departing about the end of September.  In confine-
ment it may be treated like the foregoing species, thongh, heing
a more delicate bird, it is advizable to Eeup it in gome kind of
cage.

?M.—ﬂmugllnllt the spring the Fauvette feeds upon
caterpillars and other inscets, which it picks off tho trees und
bushes ; though, when the cherries are ripe, its depredations
on them are so constant as to give its beak a prevailing red
hue. It also cats currants and red and black elderberries.

In confinement the Fauvette is a greedy bird, and if fod
with Nightingale's food, will pass whole days at the trough.
Although more casily tamed than the Blackeap, it 35 o muo
delicate bird, aud rarely lives beyond three years, Tt will gat ©
the first universal paste ; though if this be given to it unmixed
with anything clse, its feethers begin to full off, and the bird
perishes of cold.
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Breeding.—The Fauvette builds its nest in hedges and
bughes, about & yard from the ground, and seems to prefer for
af purpose the black or white thorn. Ihave also oecasionall
lfau.uglitm the thickest part of o pollurd lime. Tt is well built
lof strong grass stalks and root fibres, lined with a layer of
finer stalks, or sometimes of moss. The opening of the nest
has a border of spiders’ web, or of silk from the cocoon of some
insect; and, like the Swallow, the Fauvette lays the founda-
tions of several nests before finding a situation quite to its
mind. The female lays four or five yellowish-white cgzs,
spotted with light grey and olive brown. The young are
hatched in about o fortnight, and begin to leave the nest as soon

as their feathers appear.

Dyisenser—The Fouvette is subject o the same disegses as
the Blackeap, except that its feathers fall out even more fre-
quently, and from a greater variety of couses. Tf fed with the

“.__first universal paste, it frequently dies of surfeit.
Hode of Taking.—In July, Augnst, and September this bird
¢ may be eaught with springes, baited with cherries, currants,
and red or black elderberrics. It may also be taken, without
difficulty, in the water-trap, especinlly from seven tonine aar.,
or in the evening, just before sunset.

Bweer's AccouvsxT—" The present species, whose colours are
not so gay as some of the others, is nevertheless o plump,
luisndsome-shaped bird, and its song is scarcely to be sur-
possed by any of the genus, the Nightingale excepted. It firsi
vigits us in t{m spring, about the latter end of April, or the
beginning of May ; and its arrival is scon made known by its
very loud and long song. It generally begins very low, not
unlike the song of the Swallow, but raises it by degrees, until it
resembles the song of the Blackbird, singing nearly all through
the day, and the greater part of the time that it stays with us,
which is but short, as it leaves us again in August. In confine-
ment, it will ging nearly all thropgh the year, if it be treated
well. In a wild state, it is generally found 1n gardens and plan-
jtationg, where it feeds chieiy on fruit, and will not refuse some
kinds of inscets; it is very fond of the larve or caterpillar, that
iz often found in great abusdance on cnhl:uﬁa lants, the produee

f Papilio Brassice, and I know no other bird of the genus that

= will feed on it.  Soon after its arrival here, the strawberries are
:ﬁg. and it is not long before it finds them out; the cherries it

will begin before they are quite ripe ; and I know not any lind of
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fruit or herry which is wholesomie, that it will refuse ; it generally
tastes the plums, pears, and carly apples, before it leaves ua:
and when in confinement, it also feeds E‘r{*ﬂv on elder, privet, i
ivy herries ; it is also partialto berberries, and n soft apple or pear.

# ;E']'u:w birds arc not so easily eaught ns some of the CIlI.'l.l'.'.I'Ii
species ; they are more shy of petting intoa trap ; but in gardens
where they are plentiful, they may be taken cceasionally in a

- Nightingale-trap, baited with o ripe cherry or raspberey, ora

living butterfly or caterpillar pinned on. ey will mnﬁj take
to fieed on the hmiscdrglem seed and bread, or on bread and
milk ; they are also fond of fresh raw meat, both fat and lean,
also the yolk of an ege cccasionally. To bring them to eat it
directly, a few currants or raspberries, or other small frnit, must
be stuck in it; in enting these out, they taste the other food,
which they prefer to the fruit at firat, for a change. Fruit of
some kind or other, should, if possible, be always kept in their
eage. In winter they are very fond of aroasted n Eb ; and as
soon as the berries of the ivy arve ripe, th ah.nuJI o supplied
with some ; they will then succeed very w:ﬁ.

¢ This species builds its nest on trees or high shrubs, from
to twelve feet above the ground; it is generally very deep, but
thin, and composed of dry grass. It is noiso tender ns I formerly
supposed ; one that I have now kc]it. nearly six years, never
geems to mind the cold at all. I have kcmemales of this
species, and also of both species of Whitet
years, but none of them ever attempted to sing.”

149. Tne WIITETIROAT.

Motacilla, or Sylvia Cinerea, Lin.  Le Fawoelfe Grive ou Griscite, Bur.
Die Gakle Grasmiicke, Becn.
Dieseription.—This slender and elegantly-formed bird is five
inches nand a half in heizht, of which the tail mensures two
inches nnd three quarters.  The beak isfive lines long, blackish
on the upper mandible, on the lower grey, and at the corners,
and in the inside, yellow. The iris is greyish brown ; the feet
ten lines in height, and brownish flesh-colour. The head is
grey; the cheeks, neck, back, rump, tail-coverts, and smaller
wing-coverts, are grey, tinged, especially on the back, with
brown. The throat and the belly are o beautiful white; tha
breast, sides, and vent feathers, are white, tinged with reddish
flesh-colour. The wings are dark brown ; the larger and &

ts, for several

hinder wing coverts having a broad border of rust colour, which ™

appears, indeed, to be the general hue of the wings when folded.
The tail is dark brown ; the outermost feather having a large
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white wedge-shaped spot; the mext u smaller spot of the
ame shape and colour ; and the thind being tipped with white.

In the female, which is somewhat H!JHITIN‘, the rust colour
of the wings is lighter, and the beautiful white throat is alto-
gether wanting,

Hibitat,—This bird, which is at home all over Europe, may
be seen about the middle of April, in thick bushes, groves, gar-
dens, or the outskirts of extensive furests, creeping through
the grass and underwood with great rapidity, It is a bird of
passage, leaving us at the end of September, or the beginning
of October. In confinement it may be treated like the lust-
mentioned species, though still more delicate.  The best plan
is to rear it from the nest, keep it in o Nightfngule's cage, and
treat it in every respect like that bird.

Food.—In o wild state the Whitethroat picks off the trees
all kinds of insects and their larvio; and, when deprived of

is kind of food by the severity of the weather, betakes itsell

o betrics of different species. In confinement it should be
fed on the Nightingale's food, and ocensionally a little barley
meal with bread and milk. Tt thrives best if in summer red
elderberrics, and in winter dried black elderberries, which
]uu':-ie been soaked in water, be now and then mixed with its
1ood.

Breeding.—The Whitethront builds its nest in thick under-
wood near the ground, among roots of trees which have grown
zbove the surfoce on the banks of brooks and rivers, or even in
tall grass. Tt is loosely put together of grass stalks and moss,
with a lining of horse-hair.  The female lays five or six green-
ish white eggs, spotted with olive green and dark ashen grey.
The young birds, which soon leave the nest, are like the
parents, except that the rust-coloured border of the wings is
not g0 distinet; a peeuliarity which iz more marked in the
females than in the males, and affords, therefore, o eriterion hy
which the sexes may be distinguished. They may be casily
reared with ants' eggs, and become, in time, so tame a5 1o
sing when perchied upon their moster’s hand.

Diseases.—The Whitethroat is subject to the spme diseases

the Blackeap.

Mods of Tking.—At the end of the summer, and in automn,
this bird may be taken withput difficulty in nooses baited with
gurrants and elder-berries; though it muft be confessed that
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the casiest and surcst method is to set the nest with limed

twigs. It is shy of the water-trap. :
Aitractice Qualities—This is an exceedingly lively aw
cheerful bird, whose agreeable song may often be heurd in the

open air till a very late hour in the evening, It is, howaver;
necessary to pay particular attention in order to hear it, as it
consists of o very long piano passage, concluded with o short
forte once.  This last is shrill, and consists of severnl arpeggios
given with great distinetness; at the end of which the bird
malkes a short cireuit in the air, and returns to its perch.  Its
call is Jte: ! IF its caze be so hung that the bivd is not silenced
by the louder notes of others, its song will be found to be ex-
cepdingly melodidus,

SwrEet's AccorxT.—"A very lively and interesting species, and
one of the easiest preserved ; its song also, in my opinion, cannot

be surpassed by auy bird whatever; it is both lively, sweet, and

loud, and consists of a great variety of notes. One tha

rescnt pogsess, will sing for hours together, against o Night-,
ingale, now, in the begiuning of Janunary, and it will not suffer
itzelf to be outdone, When the Nightingale raises its voice, it
also does the same, and tries its utmost to get above it; some-
times, in the midst of its song, it will run up to the Nightingale
and streteh out its neck as if in defiance, and whistle as loud as it
ean, staring it in the face; if the Nightingale attempts to peck it,
away it is in an instant, flying round the aviary, and singing all
the time.

“Tn a wild state, the present species generally visita hedges and
gardens ; it arrives in this country about the middle of April,
and is often heard singing in a thicket, or in the middle of a
hedge ; sometimes it mounts up in the air a little way, or flies
from one hedge to another, singing all the time. It is readily
taken in a trap, baited with a living caterpillar or butterfly. One
that I caughiliunt gpring, sung the third day after being in con-
finement, and continued to sing all through the summer; but
this was most likely in consequence of & teme one being with it,
which also sung at the some time, ; )

“TIn their native state, these birds feed chiefly on small insects,
and o few sorts of fruit, strawberrics and raspberries in parti
cular ; they are Yery I;mrr]:ll to the different species of ﬂPiN?. Wlu
which almost every tree is covered some time or other in
summer ; they are also very fond of the smaller species of butter-
flies, and the common house-dly fmusce domestiea); they soon
take to feed on thesbruised hemyp seed and bread, and olso on
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milk and bread. I have known them to feed on it the day they

were caught.  Fresh meat, both fat and lean, they also like very

! el for o change, and the yolk of a boiled ege, also n wasted

wple in winter: they 1;1'1:]{ up a great quantity of small gravel,

bt which there shoulil be always  constant supply in their cage

or aviary ; if they are without this, they soon get unwell.  Fresh

water should also be given them every day, in n saucer or pan,

Farge enough for them o get into, as oftentimes they wash them-
selvies two or three times o day.

* I have now a fine male bird of this species, that I have pos-
sessed botween eight and nine Fears ; it still continues as lively,
and sings as well as ever; it 15 a very desirable species, 1s it
never seems to mind the eold, and continues in song nearly all
the year.™

150, Tor Warre-sreasten Wanncer, or Basrciann,

Motacilla Curruea, or La Fauvette Babillorde, Dur,  Dic Geschiwdtzipe
Gragmicke, oder Des Miullerchen, Becn.

‘,"Hsenjnh'w:,—-The Babillard is not unlike the bird last de-
‘seribed, in form and plumasge, although smaller, and not so
rust coloured on the wings. It is five inches in length, of
which the tail messures two inches. The beak is five lines
long, sharp, and black, except on the lower mandible, which
is bine ; the iris has an outer ring of yellowish white, and an
inner one of bright yellowish brown; the feet are seven lines
in height, and blackish blue. The head and rump are dark
reddish grey; the checks are somewhat derker thon the lead ;
and the rest of the upper part of the body grey, slightly tinged
with red. The under part of the body is white, with a reddish
grey hue on the sides of the breast. Tho small wing coverts
arg light brown; the larger wing coverts and pen frathers
dark brown, edged with reddish®grey; the tail dark brown,
the outermost feather having a wedge-shaped white spot, and
the others bordered with reddish grey.

It is almost impossible to distineuish the female from the
male; though if both sexes be seen at once, it may be per-
Ei.md that her head and feet are a little lighter in colour.

Mabitat.—The Babillard is found in all parts of Europe, ex-
t in the extreme north, and in Germany is one of the
" commonest hedge birds. It is a bird of passage, arriving in
- the middle of April, and taking its departure in September.
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It frequents gandens, espeeially if full of gooscherry bushes;
and if seen in the woods, it is never on the high trees, but
the thick underwood.

Tn confinement it may be treated like the Fauvette, but i= &
very delieate bird, '

Food.—This bird eats insects and small eaterpillars, and, vs
we may conclude from the fuet, that it arrives o weck carlier
than others of its specics, insccts’ eggs also. It is also fond
of currants and clderberries. I the aviny it may be fed with
Nightingale's food, but will not live longer than u year, except
well supplied with ants’ eggs und menl worms.

Breeding—The nest of the Babillard, which iz nsually found
in thick goeseberry or white-thorn bushes, or young fir-trees,
is composedl of grass stalks, lined with swine's bristles and fine
roots. The female luye five or six white eggs, spotted, especi-
ally at the thick {end), with ashen grey and yellowish hrown.

The affection of the Babillavd for its young, like that of, all g~
T

its genus, is =0 great, that as soon ns any one comes

rest, the sitting bird drops out of the nest as if scnscless, and
flutters helplessly upon the ground, uttering on  anxious
twitter. No sooner, again, have the feathers of the young
birds begun to grow, than they will spring out of the nest, and
hide themselves in the bushes, if o much as looked at. They
may be reared in the sume manmer a8 the young of the Fauvette.

Diseases, and Mode of Taking—On both these heads the
reader is referred to the account of the Fauvette. The Babil-
lard—if snow should chance to have fallen—after its arrival in
the epring, muy also be taken in the following monner: A
place near o hedge should be eleared, ond et with limed twigs,
haited with meal worms. Tp this, with the cxercise of a little
care snd eaution, the birds may be driven.

Attractive Qualities.—Although the plumage of this bird is
not particularly brilliant, its peneral appeirance is pleasing.
Throughout Germany it is ealled the Little Miller, from some
peculiar notes of its song, which resemblo the noise of o mill,
Klap, Hap, Hap, Hap ! It is commonly thought that this
the whole of its song; whercas in the variety and besuty o
its notes, though very soft, and not very pure in tonc

surpasses all other warblers. While inging, it hops from ™

twig to twig of the thick underwoud, but pauses for a moment
when it comes to the final clap: and gives it out with con-

P i e A
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. siderable effort, and expanded throat, If hung in the aviary,
at o distance from other birds, it is a very agreeable singer, as
e harsh call is not often heard.

SwEET's AccousT.—* This pretty little bird visits us about tho
middle of April, and leaves us again at the end of Angust, or the
boginning of September ; its song is not so agreeable as many of
the other species ; but, from its singularity, it makes a pleasing
variety, being so very different from all 1{{0 others; in its wild
state, it feeds principally on flies, and other small inseets; itis
also partial to several sorts of fruit, such as cherries, plums,
apples, pears, and grapes. In confinement it will soon beeome
tame and fumiliar, and will readily toke to foed on bread and milk,
and also on broised hemp seed and breand. One that T bred up
from the nest, beeame g0 attached to ils eage, that it could not
be prevailed wpon to quit it for any length of time ; when the
door of it was put open, it would generally come out quickly, and
- first perch on the door, then mount to the top of the cage, from

?}ﬁ_t“l!].‘ﬁ it would fly to the top of any other cages that were in

the room, and cafeh any flies that came within its reach 3 some-
times it would descend to the floor, or perch on o table or chair,
and wounld come and take a fly out of the hand, or drink milk out
a spoon, if invited ; of this it was very fond. Assoon as it was the
least frightened, it would fly immediately to its cage, first on the
top, from thence to the door, and would enter in exaetly in the
game manner a8 it came out. I bave often hung it out ab the
window, perched on the tu:r;ﬁof its cage, with the door open, and
it would never attempt to fly away ; sometimes, if a fy should
happen to pass near it, it would fly off and eateh it, and return
with it to the top of the cage; after remaining there a consider-
able time, it would either return into it, or {ly in at the window,
and perch on the cages of the other birds. I sometimes Lave
placed the eage with ils door open in the garden, where the nnts
were plentiful ; it wos always very shy of coming ouf, and
would never venture far from it, and on being the least alarmed,
it would return fo it again.

“T kept this bird through several winters, and the cold seemed
to take no effect on it; ot last, o strange eat eame into the room
where 1t was, and pulled it out from betwizt the wires of the

age, without leaving a feather belind, it was g0 very small.

* This elegant !'m%n bird is well worth keeping in confinement.

have at present & very handsome one, whicla 15 continually sing-

- and has o very pleasing soft note, much more pleasant than the
wild ones ; they soon become much attached to their eage, and to
the person who feeds them."”

LR
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151. Tue Brick Repstanr.

Becn.

Dseription.—Tho Black Redstart is five inches and a half in
length, of which the tail measures two inches and o quarter, Th
bealk is five lines long, yellow inside and af the corners; black
outside, and very gharp ; the iris is dork brown ; the feet black ;
the shanks ten lines high. The upper part of the body is a
decp bluish grey; the ramp red; the cheeks, throat, and
breast, black ; the belly and the sides like the back, but tinged
with white; the vent a reddish yellow, The wing-coverts are
blackish, bordered with white; the quill feathers dark brown,
with o similar border; the hindermost especially, having «
broad white edge, which forms a longish spof on the wings;
the tail feathers ave a yellowish red, with the exception of the
two contre oneg, which are derk hrown.

The female is of a dirty ashen grey on the upper part of

Syleta or AMotaciils Tithys, Lax.  Romge Quewe, Bow. Der ”‘H-’J’TJE‘

body; on the under part, ashen grey tinged with red; the®

chin whitish, and the borders of the wings narrower than in
the male, and reddish white.

The colour of this bird varies during the first eight years,
The very old ones are black all over the wings and tail; eonl
black on the lower part of the body, but not quite so dark
above, In extreme old age they become grey on the breast.
A male of one or two years' old, 15 very like a female, being
ashen grey on the upper part of the body, and on the under
part reddish grey. The borders of the wings are more dis-
tinetly marked. After this period the colour grodually be-
comes darker. Many bird-catchers, ond even authors, have
imagined these varieties of eolour, which are dependent upon
age and sex, to be characteristic of a difference of species.

Jfabitat.—This Lird is a native of all Elq-npn, anil the tem-
perate regions of Asin. It ];n-fm'a mountainous to level re-
gions, and is frequently found on bare c'[lnik hills, though alse
on rocks in the woods, and towns, and villages, perched on the
highest buildings, towoers, churches, eastles, &e. In sprin

and autumn it frequents the hedges. It arrives from its winhil

quarters very early, ns its song may be heard even in the I
ginning of March., In the middle of October it congregates in
small flocks, and takes its departure. It has one peculiarity,
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. by no menns common among singing birds—that it sings dur-

Y ing the whele period it is with us, even in the coldest end

ymicst weather, It may sometimes be heard piping its
song, perched on a weathereock,

In a room it may either be allowed to run about, or may be
confined in a Nightingale's cage, E

Food.—When wild, this bird eats the flies on houses and
stones, which the warmth of spring has enticed out. It also
ats cabhage-caterpillars, and other insects, and in aufumn
elderberries,

If intended to be kept in confinement longer than a year, it
must be fed like the Nightingale, and sometimes also on ants’
ezxzs and meal worms,  Old birds may sometimes be tamed in
autumn, by putting elderberrics among their food ; in spring
ants’ ezes and meal worms are o good substitute. They have
boen known to live six years in o cage.

e Breeding.—They build in rocks and holes of walls, but espe-

snily in lofty old buildings, on timbers of roofs, where the
nest can stand alone on a beam or support. It is made of hair
and hay woven together. The female lays ‘six eggs, of a pure
white colour, twice a year, The young are of a reddish grey,
and must be taken out of the nest when the tail is half grown.
They are to be fed on ants’ egzs and wheaten-bread, softened
in milk. They are subject to the same diseascs as the Fau-
vetie,

Modz of Taking.—Limed twigs, to which meal worms have
buen attached, are to be placed in any spot' which they are oh-
served to frequent.  Inautumn they may be taken in springes
before which elderberries have been hung.

_Attractive Qualities—From the ved tail, and the call, fitze,
both of which it has in common with the Nightingale, this
bird has probably derived its name, “wall Nightingale.” 1t
canmot have been so called from its song—which, although »

uliar, has no similarity to the varions melody of the Night-
mpale. It consisis of three parts, of which the muddle s

/ little better than a croak, though the upper and lower posscss
some high and elear notes. It sings from morning till night ;
it movements are light and nimble ; whenever it sits down, 1t

/ ibratos its tail from side to side, cries Fitze ! and, which is the
ense with very fow birds, is active till it is quite night, whe-
ther wild or in confinement.

P
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AvpiTioNan.—The Black-breasted Redstart, or: Black Redtail,
as Macarnriveay calls it, is a very rave bird in this country, not o
more than five specimens being mentioned by Yaneron ns hats
ing been taken here. Gouvrn was the first British naturalisy
who recorded the eapture of a specimen, which oecurred in the
neighbourhood of London, in October, 1849, The fifth specimen
mentioned was shot near Dristol, while flying about with some
Stonechats among furze.  Mupie calls this bird the Black Red-
start, and Woon the Tithys Warbler. Trssaxt says that it
inhabits the Morea ; and Striograxp observes that it 18 common
among the rocky shores nenr Smyrna, where it remains during
winter. The Prince of Musignano, when at sea in the spring of
1528, about five lundred miles from Portugal, and four hundred
{rom Afries, obtained o specimen, which was ecaught in the rig-
ging of the ship, the wind at the time blowing strong from the
a8t

152, Tne Couyox Repstant.
Syleia or Motecills Phanicurss, Lix,  Rossiguol de Muraille, Dur. Lhas
Gemeine oder Garfen Rolhschwduzobem, Breow. o

Deseription.—The Redstart is five inches and o quarter in
length, of which the tail measures two inches and a quarter.
The beak is five lines long, round at the point, black, except
at the corners and in the inside, where it is yellow. The ins
and the feet ore black; the shin bones ten lines high. The
insertion of the upper mandible and the cheeks are black;
the throat black, epotted with white. The forehead is white,
und 2 stripe of the same colour passes over the eyes. The
back of the head and neck, the back and the lesser wing coverts,
are dark ashen grey, tinged with red. The rump, breast, sides,
and upper part of the belly are rust coloured, the last being
clouded with white ; the under part of the belly and the vent
rusty yellow ; the larger wing coverts, and their pen feathers,
dark brown, edged with yellow ; the tail rusty red, having
the two centre feathers dark brown.

The female is very different, and resembles, except that its
plumage is lighter, the female of the Black Redstart. The
upper part of the body is a reddish ashen grey; the throat
whitish, elouded, after the fifth or sixth year, with black. The
breast is o dirty rust-colour, mottled with white; tho bell
dusky white; the rump reddish yellow. The larger win
coverts and the hinder pen feathers are edged with rust-
colour,
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This deseription applics to both males and fiomales only ofter

}ﬂm first moulting. Before this the young males are marked

ith white on the back of the breast, n peculiarity which they
Ipse in the ensuing summer. Thoy have alse o white stripe
jm the forehead; and on the belly, arc rather white than yel-
0w,

Habitat—The Common Redstart is a native of the same
countries as the preceding, ond may be met with all over
Germany. It is o bird of passsge, migrating to a warmer
climate in the first half' of October, and not returning Gl the
end of March or beginning of April. In spring and autumn,
it frequents, for some time, the hedges and low bushes ; in sum-
mer 1t may be found in gardens, near streams overshadowed
with willows, in thickets, or even in the deepest woods. The
Redstarts which inhabit gardens, frequently delight the inha-
bitants of towns with their morning and evening song.

In confinement they may either be allowed to range the

rroom, or kept in 4 Nightingale's cage. They thrive, too, in a
bell-shaped eage, and delight the eye with their beautiful
plumage.

_ Food—When wild, the Redstart feeds on various kinds of
mzeats, earth worms, currants, and elderberries.

If allowed to range the room, they may sometimes in autumn
be accustomed to the universal paste, by means of elderberries
mingled with it, and an oceasional meal worm. In spring the
same may be accomplished by means of ants' eges and meal
worms, Being tender birds, ants’ eggs ond meal worms should
be occasionally given to them; but carth worms very rarely,
25 this iz o food which does not agree with birds in e ement.
‘When caged, they may be fod with Nightingale's paste.  Three
or four years is the longest period during which they com be
preserved on this regimen.  The gcuerﬂﬁy die of atrophy.

HBreeding.—The Redstart builds its nest, which is carelessly
constructed, of gross stalks, feathers, and hair, in the holes of
trees and walls, and under the caves of houses. The female

twice a year six or seven apple-green eggs. As soon as tha
tal feathers have begun to grow, the young birds hop out of
the nest, and perch on some neighbouring branch, whero they
fed by their parents till able to provide for themselves.

Till the first moulting the whole of the body is sshen prey,

spotied with white. In autumn the young females very elosely
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resemble the Nightingale, and are often mistaken for it. They
may be reared with the least difficulty on ants' eggs, “‘it‘hé
which bread soaked in milk is geadually mixed, il they beconis?
acenstomed to the paste.  The Redstart is very ready to imir
tate the songs of other birds which it may chanee to hear.

Diseases.—Diarrhaea and atrophy are the diseases most fatal
to this bird.

Mads of Taking.—In spring the Redstart, like the Red-
breast, may be token by placing limed twigs in the hedges
trequented by it.  To these it must be gently driven. Like
the Nightingale, it may also be attracted by meal wormsz. 1In
antumn they may be eaught, in considerable numbers, in gar-
dens and groves, by a noose baited with elderberrics.  Those
which are intended to be kept are best caught in springes, of
which the wooden part is eovered with felt, to prevent mjury
to their legs. The birds of one year cld are preserved with

least difficalty. They may also be taken in the water—lrm;\._ﬁ{;*
the

Aftractive” Qualities.—Not the b@:l‘ll.}?’ only, but also
liveliness and the song of this bird, render it o favourite. Tis
body is always in motion ; it never ceases to bow, and shalkes
its tail from side to side; ond all its movements are active ond
graceful. Its own eong is prefty, and often enriched by notes
borrowed from the songs of the neighbouring birds, One, for
example, which has built near my house, imitates the song of 0
Chaffinch, whose cage hangs before my window ; and another,
whose nest is in my neighbour's en, repeats some of the
notes of a Blackeap close by. The faculty possessed by the
Hedstart of appropriating to itself, even when at liberfy, the
sutirs of other birds, is very unusual.

It soon becomes fame enough to take meal worms from the
hand.

Sweer's AccorsT.—" This is a very clegant and intercsting
species, and o good songster its food is preeisely the same
s the last species; in confinement it will sing by night as well
as by day, of a light be kept in the room where if is; it will
soon get very tame and familiar in confinement, and will be mueh)
attached mcﬁo person that feeds it; if brought up from the nest,
1 may be learned to sing any tune that is wﬁ.i.aﬂnd or sung to it
Une that I was in possession of some years back, learnt to sin
the Copenhagen Waltz, that it had frequently heard sung, only
it would sometimes stop in the middle of it, and say chipput, a
name by which it was generally called, and which it would £wngu

!
|
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. repeat overy time I entered the room where it was, either by
% night or day. In winter it would generally bc'f:m singing in the
Yeming @3 s000 A3 the candle was lighted, and would often sing
s late a8 eleven o'clock at night,  When it was hung out by the
door in the eage, which it frequently was, the Sparrows wounld
often come vound it, of which it stemed particularly fond ; it
learned their note, and would ehirp and ca]} them so exact, that
any pergon who did not know to the contrary, would have sup-
posed it to be the Sparrow chirping.

* The Redstart, ina wild state, chiefly visits gardens, lanes, or

old buildings, and feeds on various kinds of inscels, but seems to
pefer the ants and their CEs. In epring, when it fivst arrives
in this country, it mounts to'the top of the loftiest trees, where it
will sit and sing for hours, beginning in the moraing by day-
break, The earliest time of their areival that I ever noticed, was
the 25th of March ; some yearz they come the beginning of April,
and sometimes not till the middle of that month. It seems to be
a very peevizh and fretful bird, often shaking its tail, and repeat-
S_ging a quick shrill note, as if it was in fear ; and one that T onee
“Piwared from the nest, was often allowed to come out of its cage
" juto the room. One day, when wanted to be got in, and not being
willing to go, it was driven round the room a few times, whic
vexed it so much that it would take no food afterwards, though
Eqs:lurcﬂ 1o its liberty; it stayed sulky for three days, and then
ied.

#T have now o beautiful male bird of this speeies, which Thave
possessed for six years ; it always keeps itsell in a5 good health,
and in as fine a plumage, as if fiying wild in the open air, con-
tinuing in song I-E.E greater part of the year. It is certainly the
moet sensible and cunning speciea of the tribe, and becomes very
much attached to any person who notices it ; mine flew out of
its cage abont two years since, and got away intothe gardens,
where it continued six or seven hoursa: it then returned to its
cage, although it was a wild bird when first caught, Inthe year
185'.5, I saw a female of this species so late as the 21st of Novem-
ber, in Camera Square, Chelsen, ying about as lively as ifit had
been midsummer."

153. Tur Drxxock, on Hepse-\WARILER,
¢ Syieia or Motacilla Modularis, Lix. Fouvette d'biver, Bur.  Die Brau.
nelle, Beci.
Luﬂmri ¢ion.—This bird, which in its general bearing is ve
ike the {‘n"mu, i five inches and a quarter in length, of whi:ﬂ

he toil measures two inches and a quarter.  The beak is five
lines fong, very sharp and black, except in the inside, which is
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rosp-colonred, and the tip, which is white. The iris is purple;
the feet ten lines high, and a yellowish flesh-colour. The head §
is small, and, as well as the neck, dark groy, spotted with dar |
brown ; the back light rust-colour, spotted with blackish Teown,
like the back of the House Sparrow. The rump is palo grey 5
the cheeks, throat, and breast bluish grey; the belly and vent
dingy white; the sides and shanks yellowish brown. The
wings are dark brown, edged with rust-colour ; and the feathers
of the larzer coverts are tipped with white. The tail is dark
birown, bordered with a lighter shade of the same colour.

The female iz more greyish blue on the breast, and more
thickly spotted with brown on the head.

Habitef.—The Dunnock inhabits the whole of Europe, and
froquents gardens, or more especially dense woods of coniferons
or other trees. It is o bird of passage, though some individuals
which have come from the extreme north oceasionally winter
with us, hopping about the hedges, and, like the Wren, flying
near barns and stables, Those which have migrated i‘i."-"t‘r
turn. towards the end of March, and may be scen for some time
about the hedges in the open country, before betaking them.
selves to the woods. It may either be allowed to range the
aviary, perching at night on a pine branch, or in a corner scpa-
rated from the room by & grating, or may be confined in o
Nightingale's or Canary's cage.

Food.—The Dunnock feeds not only on all sorts of inseets
and worms, but also on various kinds of sceds, which is one
reason why it is often able to survive the winter.  In spring it
looks for flics, larvee, caterpillars, and carth worms; in summer
it lives principally on caterpillars; in autumn it feeds on grass,
rape, and poppy seeds, as well as elderberries; and in winter,
when there 18 no snow on the ground, it collects the sceds of
different plants, and, when these fail, scarches the holes amd
erannies of wills and trees for spiders, insects, or eaterpillars,

In the aviary it will eat whatever comes to {able—meat,
vegetables, bread, and eake, as well as rape and poppy seed.
Tt 15 also fond of the universal paste, which it will eaf even
immediately after it hos been canght.

Ereeding—The nest of the Dunnock, which is built of clean
lichen, sometimes interwoven with small roots of twigs, and
lined with hair or fur, generolly stands in a young fir tree, or
thick bush, about two yards from the ground. The female



THE DUNNOCK. 393

. Jays twice a year five or six greenish blue eggs; and the young
birds, which ore soom able to leave the nest, are very unlike

&o parents. The corners of the beak and nostrils are rose-

loured 3 the breast spotted with yellow and grey: and the
upper part of the body speckled with black and brown. They
may be reared without difficulty on bread and poppy seed,
soaked in milk. 'When tamed, both male and female use every
effort to build a nest, and the females not only lay eggs with-
out the male, but even pair with the Redbreast.
Dizeases.—The very prevalent idea that wild birds suffer
from no disease, is disproved by the case of the Dunnock, for
both young and old birds are subject to thé small-pox. On
one occasion, when the disease was very general in my neigh-
bourhood, a young Dunnock in my possession took it; and
though, I:u_',' help of a copious supply of poppy sced and ants’
. oggs, it recovered, its tul fell off, and never grew ogain.  0ld
‘#ﬁi& arg l'requcnﬂ} shot, which ]m're ulecrated or am'l.rb‘r logs
and eves— though, perhaps, only the result of chilblains.
They are often diseased in the rooms of the linen-weavers who
keep them; their eyes swell, and the circle round them be-
comes bald ; then the beak grows scabby, and the discase at
lnst spreads to the feet and the vest of the body. In spite of
all this, they frequently live from cight to ten years in eonfine-
ment.

Mide of Taking.—This bird may be eaught without difficulty
on its return from its migration in spring.  Near some hedge,
when it is observed, which from the sear city of other birds at
the time is not difficult, or when its call, Jesrd F is heard, let a
spot be cleared of grass and moss, and st with limed twigs
baited with meal or earth worms. If the bird be driven
cautiously to this place, it rushes greedily to the bait. In
oufumn it may be canght in the area trap and in springes,
ond in winter in the Tit-trap. It is also frequently taken in
the water-trap, to which it comes not only for the sake of
hnthing, but of the drowned inscets and deeayed roots which

t finds there.

Attractive Qua?i{:es —The Dunnock, though an agreesblo

ition to the aviary, on account of its liveliness, cheerful dis-
~ position, and pleasant song, has no Emtenmm to the name of
the Tree Nightingale, by which it 15 sometimes ealled in Gor-
many. Its song is aimp'le, and resembles part of that of the,
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Wren or Skylark, consisting of the syllables Tehudé, hudé, hudé, -
I‘reqtmnﬂ}' repeated, descending by o sixth every time, and
gradually diminishing in power. The bird moves its tail an
wings continually while singing, and sings throughout t
year, except during the moulting season.  If reared from the
nest, it often learns to imitate the songs of other birds, and
intermingle them with its own, though it is never able to re-
peat the Nightingale's song. Like the Crested Lark and the
Wagtail, the Dunnock always sings during its quarrcls and
contentions with its fellow prisoners in the aviary.

Appitionat.—The Hedge-Warbler, or Hedge-Accenter, Hedge-
Chanter, Hedge-Sparrow, Hedge-Dunnock, and Shufflewing, are
the various names by which this bird is known in different loca-
lities of Britain and Ireland, where it is g0 generally distributed,
as to render any mention of particular counties unnecessary. It
lias been rcmnried. Lowever, that although found in the western |
islands of SBcotland, it has not been met with either in Urknuq\-‘_g&, 4
Bhetland.  Kxare's description of its habits are so fresh andh
original, that we are induced to quote them : * The Hedge-Spar- '
row, or Shulllewing, is a prime favourite. Not influcneed by sea-
son or caprice fo desert us, it lives in our homesteads and our
orchards through all the year, our most domestie bird. In the
carliest spring it intimates to us, by a low and plaintive chirp,
and that peculiar shake of the wings which in all times marks
this bird, but then is particalarly ebservable, the appronch of tho
brecding season, for it appears always to live in pairs, feeding
and moving in company with each other. It is nearly the first
bird that forms a nest; and this being placed in ap almost leaf-
less hedge, with Little art displayed in the concealment, generally
becomes the booty of every prying boy ; and the blue eggs of the
Hedpe-Bparrow are always found in such numbers on E:s string,
that it is surprising how any of the race are remaining, espe-
cially when we consider the many casualties to which the old

irds are obnoxicus from their tameness, and the young that are
hatehed, from their situntion. The plumage of this motacilla is
remarkably sober and grave, and all its actions are quict and
conformable to its appearance. Its song is short, sweet, and
gentle. Sometimes it is prolonged, but gencrally the bird perches
on the summit of some bush, utters its brief modulation, an
secke retirement again.  Its ehief habitation ia some hedge, in
the rick-yard, some cottage-garden, or near auciclljlra with map:™-
Unobtrusive, it does not enter our dwellings like the Redbreast,
but picks minute inscets from the edges of dreins and ditehes,
or morsels from the door of the poorest dwelling in the villages.
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. Az an example of a houschold bird, none ean be found with

% better pretensions to such o character than the Hedre-Sparrow.”

?3‘ soafie English authors this bivd is ealled the Titling ; Mume
feseribes it under that head, and says, *ihat itz nest i3 one of
'those in which the female Cuckoo frequently deposits its epgs.
Both birds," he says, speaking of this and the Titlark, * follow
the Cuckoo, it may be sometimes from hostility, and sometimes
in the character of foster-mothers ; at all cvents, they do it
voluntarily, and often blithely. It is the small following the
great, and the Cuckoo and the Titling, or better still for the
ilouble meaning of the first name, * the Gowk and Titling,' of
the Scoteh, has become not an uncharscteristie, and in some
instanees, o very biting expression for the little of mankind danc-
g a senselezs and thankless attendance on the great.”

154. Tue Repnneast.

= Sylera or Motacills Rubecula, Lin.  Rowge Gorge, Bur,  Das Refk-
Kehblehen, Becn.

Deseripfion.—This well-known bird is five inches and three
quarters in length, of which the tail measures two inches and
a quarter. The beak is five lines long, and brown, except at
the root of the lower mandible and in the inside, where it is
vellow. The iris, ns well as the feet, which are eleven lines
high, are blackish brown. The forchead, cheeks, and lower
part of the body, as far as the belly, are dark orange ; the upper
part of the body, and the wing coverts, are dingy olive green ;
the rump, sides, and vent, of a lighter hme. The sides of the
breast and neck are a beautiful pale grey; the belly white;
the pen and tail feathers dark brown, edged with olive green ;
and the first wing coverts are tipped with o trisogular yellow
gpot. A

In the female, which is somewhat smaller, the orange on
the forchead 1s not o broad ; the colour of the breast is paler,
and the fect are o yellowish brown. The yellow spots on the
wing ‘coverts are also generally wanting, though the very old
( fomales have eometimes BII.'I.EI.]E rellow stripes in their place,
The males of one year old, which are eaught in the spring, re-
semble the females very eloscly, in the absence, or very small

~" ‘gize, of the yellow spots. The breast also is enffron yellow,
but the shanks are always blackish brown.

There are aleo white and mottled varietics of this bird. If
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the feathers of the wings and tail ba pulled ent several times,
they will at last eome white, which tmparts a very engaging |
appearanee to the little creature. These new feathers :u‘E‘ri~
however, excecdingly weak and britile. |

Ilabitat. *—At the period of migration, the Redbreast may
be met with in great numbers in hedges and bushes, while in
summer it retreats into the woods, It returns (i e to Ger-
many ) about the middle of March, and passes a fortnight or
three wecks in the open eountry before betaking itself to the
forests. In October it may ogoin be observed among the
hedges, thongh some remain till November, and others through-
out the winter; but the latter annually pay for their dilatori-
nezs with their lives, as the cold either Jalls them, or drives
them to farm-yards or stables, where they are caught by men
and cats. They also die if brought at once from the cold of
the open air into a warm room; though when the change of
temperature is effected grodually, they thrive as well as those 5
caught in autumn or spring.

In cottages the Redbreast is often allowed to fly about the
sitticg or sleeping rooms, and is found to destroy flics, fleas,
&e. A roost place should be made for them by fixing oak or
beech branches to the wall, and in such a situation they will
frequently live from cight to twelve years. Two birds, how-
ever, never agree together ; if one be stronger than the other,
the weaker is sure to be killed ; and if of equal strength, they
will divide the room between them, and each will furiously
resent any attempt of the other to pass the appeinted boun-
dary. Those who are fond of the breast's song, may keep
1t in a cage of any desired form.

Food.—In o wild state the Redbreast feeds on insects of
various kinds, earth worms, and all sorts ofiberries.  An earth
or meal worm will soon induce it to cat the usual food of the
aviary, though it thrives best on the Nightingale's foed. 1t
i1 also very fond of new cheese. It requires a daily supply of
water, not only for drinking, but for bathing, in which it scems
to delight, ﬂnf-{uﬂﬁn makes itsclf so wet, a3 to obliterate for,
the time every trace of colour from its plumage. )

Breeding.—The Redbreast bailds its nest, which is made of
lichens looscly put together, and lined with gress stalks, hair,”

The Redbreast remains in England throughout the winter,
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« ind feathers, on the ground, nmong mess, stones, roots, or in
deserfed mole-hills, &e.  The fomale lnys twice o year, from

r o seven yellowish white eggs, spotted and striped with
irange, and having a ring of light brown at the thick end.

The young birds are at first covered with yellow down, like

chickens, and are afterwards grey, with a dingy yellow border

on all the small feathers; though they do nst acquire the red
throat and breast till after the first moulting. They may be
reared on bread soaked in milk, and if instructed by a Night-
ingale, will become excellent singers,
Diseases.—The Redbreast is subject to diarrheea, for which
a spider or two is the best cure.  Ants' pzgs and meal worms
are an cffectual remedy for decline ; indigestion, arising from
having eaten too many earth worms, often proves fatal ; though
it may be cured by administering meal worms and spiders.
Made of Taking.—In spring the Redbreast may be taken by
L dnserting stakes, to which limed twigs are attached, traneversely,
i the hedges, and driving the birds gently to them. The
reason of this peculiar methed is, that the Redbreast has o
habit of perching on all projecting twigs at the bottom of a
hedge, in order to examine the ground for carth worms, It
may also be taken, like the Dunnock, on a place cleared of moss
or grass, and ect with limed twizs, baited with meal or enrth
worms; and in the Nightingale, Tit, or the water-trap. _In
autumn it easily falls into springes, baited with elderberrics,
though its feet arc often injured by this plan, except great care
be taken. '

Attractive Qualities.—This bird 15 recommended to the ama-
teur both by its tameness and the beauty of its plumage. 1t
seon becomes so familiur, as to march upon the dining table
and eat out of its master’s dish, making, meanwhile, the most
varied movements of its body, and repeating its call, Sisri !
Hs song, which, though loudest in spring, lasts throughout 1he
year, Bas o =olemn and melancholy effect.  Those which aro
kept in eages sing with more ecstacy and energy than such as

allowed to fly about the aviary. In a country residence it
very easy to teach this bird to come and go at command,
pecially in the winter. 1Al Gorze mentions one, which came
kin the antumn of two successive years, having been turned
out in the spring, and passed the winter in the warm Toom,
where it was excecdingly tame and affectionate,

-
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Anpitioxar.—Thefollowing observationsupon this well-known
bird, are extraeled from a beautiful work on the Somg Birds o
HRritain, by Joux Corrox, F.Z.8%

 The Redbreast, or Hobin, as he is occasionally denominat
iz familiar with us from childhood. Before we can read, we
learn to repeat the fabled story of poor Cock-Robin's death and
burial. In all countries he is a favourite, sud has what may be
called n_pet namte. The inhabitants of Bornholm call him
s Tommi Liden:" the Norwegians, ¢ Peter Bonsmed ;* the Germans,
*Thomas Guidet;” and in England he i called by the more
familinr appellation of * Bob.'

# WonnswortH thus poetically addresses the Redbrenst :—

i Art thou the hird whom man loves best,
The pious bird with the scarlot breast,
Cur little English Robin ;
The bird that comes about our doors
When autumn winds are sobbing
Art thou the Peter of Norway boors 2
Their Thomas in Finland, i
And Russia far inland ? \—-v{
The bind who by some name or other \
All men who know thes call thee brother,
The darling of children and men ¥

« The melodious notes of this Little favourite are well known.
Ttz song is sweet and well supported, and is continned almost
throughout the year. During spring the Redbreast haunts the
wood, the grove, and the garden; it generally refives to thuck
hedge rows or other secluded spots to breed in, snd iz then
seldom heard till autumn ; when, on the retirement of our swm-
mer visitors, he again makes his appearance about our Louses,
and awakens our former attachment by pouring cut his soft
liquid carol, perched on some neighbouring shrub. It becomes
the companion of the gardener, or fagzot-maker in the woods,
fluttering around and chirping its slender Pip! But when the
cold grows more severe, and thick snow covers the ground, or
frost hardens its surface, it approaches our houses, taps at the
closed cosement, casting sidelong glances in-doors, ns envious
of the warm abode. Tt is probably attracted to the habitations
of man by the shelter that it there obtaing from the rigouk of the
weather, and in search of the insects that are collected in grent
numbers by the same cauze.” ;

On the subject of the extreme pugnacily of thizs bird, “TDDk
Lias the following remarks :— s
“ My esteemed eorrespondent, Mr. BLyTir, says Le has scen

two of these birds foht i his garden until ong was killed ; and

» Privately printed, 1836,

*



TIE BLUEDREAST. G

thuufh I have never known their battles come to that extremity,
liave, on many occasions, observed thom skirmishing with

Tt
Xugh relentless ferocity and unabated ardour, that had I not

"

Miterposed, fatal consequences: must inevitably have ensued to
one party. On one oceasion especially, I romember to have
found two of these birds engaged i such glorious conliet, under
a laurel bush, that neither of the combatants obsorved my
n]jTl_‘DﬂL‘h ; or ab all events, they heeded it not, and both of them
fell into the hands of the * prying naturalist.” On putting them
into a eage, capacious enough to have held a dozen birds of a
more peaceful nature, to my no small surprise, they renewed the
combat as fiercely ns ever. I now released one of my prisoners,
and each of them instantly poured forth its song in defiance of
the other, the one within the wires, the other at full liberty.
The next day I set my other captive at liberty, aud, on the
evening of the same day, found the champions again at their
ost, fighting each other * tooth and nail." 1 now separated them
or the third and last time. That is what one would call earry-
ing the spirit of revenge rather too far. The orman of destruc-
ess must be ter{ fully developed in this bird.

“I have often taken advantage of the extreme pugnacity of
the Robin Redbreast, for the capluring ethers u[pi[-s speciés,
The method alluded 1o is as follows :—If you tiec a RHobin Hed-
breast by the leg, inside a small cage, and leave the door open,
many minutes will not elapse before another of its kind, attracted
by its fluttering, approaches the cage, hops round it two or threo
times, uttering its note of menace, and, Instly, bold!ly rushes into
the cage, and enters into close combat with the unfortunate cap-
tive. ow the battle might terminate il the birds were left to
themselves, I know not, but suflice it to say, that the new comer
may be captured, and, in his turn, be tied to the coge as a lure
for its brethren. © But it is unnecssary even (o use a eage for this
purpose. The hirds may be tied, a5 soon 08 caught, to o stake,
or anything that is at hand ; for the Robin Redbreast, when
intent on destroying onc of its fellow ereatures, is little mindful
of any danger that may threaten itself.”

155. Toe Prremneist, on Brverumoaten WARDLER

Fyima or Mofacilla Sweeica, Lix.  Le Gorge Blew, Bur.  Das figu
Keklehen, Bromn.

[

th the Redstart and the Wagtail, and may be considered as
alink between the two. 1t is five inches and a half in length,
of which the {ail measurcs two inches and o quarter. The
beak is sharp, blackish, but yellow ot the cormers; the iris

ﬁerszﬁm.—This handsome hird resembles, in many points,
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brown; the fieet flesh-coloured ; the elaws blackish; theshanks
fourteen lines high. The head, back, and wing-coverts, arcy
greyish brown, mottled with a decper shade of the same colo

a reddish white line passes over each eye; the cheeks are darfe
brown, spotted with rust eolour, and bordered at the sides with
dark grey. The throat, and hall way down the breast, are
dark azure blue. with a shining white spot, about the size of
2 pea, but which scems to inercase or diminish when the bird
is singing. Bencath the blue is & blackish stripe, which is
again bounded by an orange streak.  The belly is dingy white;
the vent yellowish; the shanks and sides reddish grey.  The
pen feathers are dark brown, and the tail feathers rusty rod
near the root, and broadly tipped with Mack, while the two
centre ones are entirely dark brown. Some males have in
addition two, or oceasionally éven three, small pearty- white
spots on the throat, while others have none. The lattor seem
to be very old birds, as T have remarked that in them the blue 5
throat is of darker colour, and that the orange stripe is u]mmﬁ'
brownish red. \

The differenee in the plumage of the female is very notice-
able. In young birds there is only a blue tinge at the sides of
the throat, which afterwards changes to two long stripes of
the same colour. The transverse orange stripe on the breast
is also wanting: the throat is yellowish white, with a longitu-
dinal black stripe on each side; and the feet are flesh-coloured.

Fabitat.—The Bluebreast is a native of all parts of Europe.

Tt is a bird of passage, leaving us for the more northern regions,
where it breeds, at the beginning of April.  About this time,
especially in case of cold and snowy weather, it may be secn
Jin considerable numbers on the banks of streams and canals,
in the hedges of marshy meadows, or in farm-yards. Such as
stop with us during the summer, pass that season in mountain-
ous districts, which are well supplied with water: and in
Angust the whole tribe returns, and may be seen in the exbbage
gardens.

This bird may either be allowed the full range of the avinry,
where it pleases by its engaging and rapid motions, s well o
by its great tameness, or, for the enke of its song, may be k}:};;\
in o cage. A Nightingale's cage is the fittest form, as in thi€,
it is not %o apt to dirty and destroy its beautiful plumage.  In
any case, it soon loses its tail feathers.
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Fopd—In a wild state the Bluebreast feeds on aquatic
insects, worms of different species, the eaterpillars of the cab-

oe moth, and, eceasionally, on elderbervies.

A fresh-canght bird, it designed to range the room, may be

'ageustomed to the universal paste by mixing with it a few ants’

egers or meal and earth worms 3 nor will it continue in health
unless the mixed diet be persevered in.  When confined in o
eage, it should be fed on Nightingale's food, on which it will
live for six or cight years, It is very greedy, eonsuming
every day its own weight of the puste, and veiding its exere-
ment at every third or fourth step. 1t requires & daily supply
of fresh water for drinking and bathing, in which it makes
itself as wet as the Redbreast. I huve noticed alsoe that it in-
variably bathes in the afternoon.

Diseases—Digrheea and deeline are the diseases to which
this bird is most subject. They may be cured by the treat-
ment indicated in the Introduction.

ode of Twking.—1t is o generally received, but ervoncous,

{ opinion that the Bluebreast is a very rare bivd, and is not to

be seen in Germany more than once in five or ten years. 1
find this ides to be prevalent in Thuringia, although, since
1 called the attention of my friends to the time of the
bird's migration, they are able to catch as many as they
please.  All that is necessary is to watch the banks of streams
und canals, especially if near a wood, from the 1st to the 20th
of April, when the snow is on the ground, and the weather is
windy and inclement. If o spot be cleared from snow, and set
with limed twigs, baited with meal or earth worms, the bird
may be easily driven to it, and will take the bait greedily. It
may also be taken in the Tit trap, or Nightingale's net, if set
in a spot to which it is observed to resort.  In autumn it can
often be caught by setting limed twigs, baited with meal worms,
among the cabbages. At the saine season it is also oceasionally
taken in the water trap. :

Attractive Qualities. — The tameness, cheerful dispesition,
beauty of plumage, and excellence of song, which recommend
this bird to the amateur, have procured for it in Thuringia
the name of the Italinn or East Indian Nightingale. It

with great rapidity, often clevates and spreads out its

titil, shakes its wings continually, and calls ﬂ-wjl, Jeed ! Tk,

fack! Itis to be regrefled that it loses much of its beauty
oo
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after the first moulting; and cspeeially that the blue of the
breast becomes much paler, and at last changes into grey. It
8000 Zrows &0 tame a8 to eat from the hond, and even to co

at a whistle. Tts voice is beautiful, and almest gives the im-
pression of two voices: the first a deep humming sound, like
the vibmtion of a string; the sccond producing a succession of
eoft flute-like passages.  If allowed to fly about the room, the
Bluebreast always secks o sunny place, md lays itself on its
belly to bask in the sun, before singing. Its notes bear a
strong resemblanee to those of the Common Whgtail, though
the latter wants the humming sound obove deseribed.

Aporrioxan—The Bluc-thronted Warbler, as it is feequently

ealled, is with us an extremely rare bird. YirrELt mentions but
two specimens, shot in this country, one near Neweastle, and the
other in Dorsetshire : we have, however, heard of two other
specimens, both taken by one individual, near the Reculvers, on the
Kentizh coast ; they may, we believe, be now seén in the Margate |
musenm, for which Mr. Stermex Mouszeey, who obtained them,g-
has suceeeded in securing many other rave specimens.  AMr. J. _]5“::
Hor, n Suffolk naturalist, has furnished Mr, Yanrern with the *
following particulars relating to this species, as observed by him
on the Continent :—** This bird makes its appearance early in
spring, preceding that of the Nightingale by ten or twelve days.
IIJ have always found this species in the breeding scason in low
swampy grounds, on thewoody borders of boggy heaths, and on tho
banks of streams, running through wet springy meadows, where
there is abundanee of alder and willow underwood. The nest is
placed on the ground among plants of the bog myrtle, on places
overgrown with coarse grass, on the sides of sloping banls, in the
bottom of stubs of seraggy brushwood, in wet situations. It is
well concealed, and difficult to discover. I do mot believe that
they ever build in Lioles of trees. The nest is m{nﬁwmd on the
outside of dead grass and a little moss, and lined with finer grass.
The eggs, from four to six in number, of & uniform greenish’ lue,
eight lines long, and five lines dnd a half in breadth.

“ The notes of this bird have some resemblavee to those of the
Whinchat, but are mere powerful. While singing, if undisturbed,
it perches on the tops of the brusliwood or low trees; but on the
least alarm, it conceals itself among the low cover. Tt doea nob
exhibit the quivering motion of the fail peculiar to the Redstarts, |
but very frequently jerks up the tail in the manner of the Night-
ingale and Robin.unéwhi]c singing, often spreads it. Tt fre uuz;;']gA
rises ou the wing a copsiderable height above the bruoshwobd,
singing, with the tail spread like a fan, and alights often at a

S
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distance of fifly or sixty yards from the spot where it rose. On
approaching the nest, when it contains their young, their notes

}' alarm, or anger, resemble thoso of the Nightingale's croak ;
the wings are then lowered, the tail spread and jerked up. The
Bluethroat eommences his song with the first rfnwn of day, and
it may be heard in ihe evening, when most of the f'uu:]u-rn-jtrihu
are silent. These birds are caught in autumn by snares, baited
with berries."

Woop calls this bird the Bluethroated Fantuil, and EXPresses
gurprise that it has been placed by almost every writer in tle
same genus as the Redstart and the Bedbreast, as it belonps
most obviously to a different group, to the Wagtail sub-femily
(Motacilling).

TAMEABLE ONLY WHEN YOUNG.:

1536. Tae Awnovr Dinp.

Sylria ur Motecilia Hippolais, Lix. La Faurette, Bur. Die Hustard
Nachiigell, Becu.

LDeseription—This admirable singing bird, which may be
met with wherever there are trees and bushes, is five inches
and a half in length, of which the teil measures two inches
sind a quarter.  The beak is seven lines long, straight, blunt,
on the upper =ido blnish grey, on the under reddish yellow ;
yellow st the corners and in the inside. The irs is dark
brown; the fect lead rcolour, and ten lines in height. The
head is narrow and pointed, and, as well as the beak, rump,
and lesser wing-coverts, olive grey; a light yellow stripe
passes from the nostrils to the eyes; ond the whole of the
under purt of the body is the same colour. The tail and wings
are dark brown; the secondary pen feathers having eo broad a
border of white, as to form a white spot on the folded wings.

In the female the general colour of tho plumage is paler,
and the stripes over their eves less distinet.

Habitat.—The Arbour Bird frequents gardens, groves, and
thickets, and scems to prefer such woods as are partly com-
/Posed of coniferous trees. It is a bird of passage, wriving at

\the end of April, and departing, before moulting, about the
(ﬂnd of Augnst.

~In the aviary it must be kept in a Nightingale cage, and is
very suseeptible of any change of treatment, It is 5o delicate,
4s very rarely to become tame, if taken when old,

nn2
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Food.—1In o wild state this bird fecds on various insects,
caterpillars, flics, spiders, beetles, &e., and, in case of necessity,
will also eat boerries. 5

[n confinement it will rarely eat anything exeept the insecls
ibove mentioned.  Much time and trouble ave requisite to
qeenstom it to the Nightingale's food.

Breeding.—The nest of the Arbour Bird is exceedingly
ulaborate. It is built upon o forked twig, generally about
cight feet from the ground, and the exterior is composed of
white birch bark, dried plants, cocoon gilk, and wool, with «
row of fine feathers round the upper margin, Tuside is a

lining of the thinnest grass stalks. The female lays five eggs, |
which are at first light red, but, when sat upon for a few days,
hecome dark flesh-coloured, epotted with dadk red. Each l

pair breeds but once a year; and if the nest be approached
inore than onece, it is forsaken, whether the young omes arc
hatched or not. -
The plan of taming this bird which is adopted in Hesser 1%,
tn pear it from the nest on ants’ eggs and bulloek's heart, chop-
ped small. It should be kept in a warm place, and never
taken out of its cage; s, if it perecives the slightest difference
in the construction of its mew habitation, it becomes melan-
choly, and soon dies. We may notice that the Arbour Bird

does mot moult till December or Jannary, which seems to prove !
that it passes its winter in very southern latitudes. \

Diseases.—The Arbour Bird is subject to the same diseascs as ;
the Nightingale. P

fode of Fnking—These are difficult birds to cateh, and the
only sure, though a ernel method, is to set limed twigs on the
nest.  They will, however, often forsake 1t, if they sce any
traces of its having been approached. They are rarely taken
in the water-trap.  In Aungust, however, springes, baited with
vurrants, are often suecessful, g

Attractive Qualities—This is not only a handsome bird, but
has a fute-like, varied, and melodious song. Some of its tones
are long-drawn, and like those of the Nightingale ; others are
sharp and somorons ; and others, again, resemble the notes alEr
the Chimney Swaullow. While singing ,its throat is very much DY
dilated. Its call is Dak, dak! Feed hoi! foed hoi! .

Swper's Accoust.—"This intercsting little specics ia generally
the first of the warblers that visit usin spring, except 8. (Bnaatle,
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which oconsionally precedes it.  The earlicst time of their arrival
that ever 1 noticed, was the 12th of Murch; some years they do
£ wizit us till towards the end of that month. I have frequently
known several davs of hard frost after their arrival ; so that it is
not 4 very tender bird, On their first coming to this country.
they are mostly seen on the forwardest trecs in orchards or
copses, flying from branch to branch, and from tree to tree,
singing their curious song of Chiffichaff, chivry-chavvy; if the
weather is fine and mild, they are continually In‘motion, flying
after each other, and catching the gnats and emall flies that
happen to come in their way. This species, like the last, is very
partial to the different sorts of aphis, which infest the trees and
plants in summer. They are also fond of small eaterpillars, flies,
and moths ; on their first arrival, they feed chielly on the larva
of the different species of Torfriz that are rolled up in the
unfolding buds of various trees. The birds of this penus render
ug much service in devouring those inseets, that would otherwise

« destroy a great part of the fruit.
--,___“_T]:u:n Lesser Pettichaps is readily taken in a trap, in the same
{ manner as the last species, with which they are often in company
in the summer. They soon get familiar in confinement ; when
firet caught, they should, if possible, be put with other birds ;
and they will readily take to feed on bruised hemp seed and
bread, and on bread and milk, which must, at first, be stuck full
of small insects, or a quantity of aphides may be shook off a
branch upon it ; when they have once tasted it, they will be very
fond of it. One that I eaught, took to eat it directly, and bocame
&0 familiar, that in three or four days it would take a fly out of
the hand; it also learnt to drink milk cut of & tea-spoon, of
which it was so fond, that it would fly after it all round the
room, and perch on the hand that }.U:‘]JEL without showing the
least symptoms of fear ; it would also fly up to the ceiling and
bring down a fly in its mouth every time’; at Inst, it got so very
tame, that it would sit on my knee by the fire and slecp; and when
the windows were open, itwould never attempt, nor seemed to hnve
the least inclination to fly out ; so that T at last ventured to entice
it ont in the garden, to gee whether it would return, T with diffj-
culty enticed it out at thedoor with a spoonful of milk—it returned
twice to the room ; the third time it ventured into o little tree ;
it then fled and perched on my hand, and drank milk out of the
" \spoon; from thence it flew to the ground on some damp chick-
weed, in which it washed itself, and pot into p hollybush to dry ;
- er getting among the leaves, I could see no more of it, but
heird it call several times. I !'ulppos:, after it got quite dry, that
it left the country directly, as I could never see or hear if. after.
wards; and it was then the end of November, when nll the

¥ others had left for some time.”
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. 157. Tne Reep Wnex.

Syleia or Molaeills Arindinaces, Lix,  La Foupelle des oxeanr, Tlvr

ler Feichsinger, Been.

Dreseriplion.—This bird is often confounded not only witl
others of a similar plumage, but is deseribed in place of
the Recd Thrush ( Twrdis Arwndinecens, L), ond from its
habit of life imagined to be the swme ps the Reed Bunting
[ BEmberiza Sehentlus, Lrx.). 1t is five inches in length, of
which the tail measures two inches, The beak s seven lines
long, brown on the npper mandible, while the lower is a red-
dish flesh colour. The iris ia chestnut brown; the foct eight
lines in height, lead-colonred, ond having a strong hinder claw.
The upper part of the body is olive brown, darkest on the
forchead and poll, and lightest on the rump; the cheeks are
the same colour; und a yellowish white line passes over each
eye. The knees are olive grey; the foremost pen feathers
blackish, the hindmoest dark brown, and all edged with olive i
brown. The coverts are like the back; the tail feathers like
the pen feathers, but with a broader edge of elive brown; the
tail very rounded; and almost wedge-shaped,

The female is hardly distinguishable from the male. The
head is light brown, and a white stripe passes between the
eyes; the upper part of the body is reddish grey; the throat
white; the breast and belly whitish grey, tinged with yellow;
the pen feathers of o darker brown than the tail feathers, and
edged with olive grey.

Habitat.—The Reed Wren is found all over Burope, where-
ever there are reeds snd rushes, up and down which it is
constantly elimbing. It is a bird of passaze, departing ot the
beginning of September, and returning in the middle of April,

In confinement it is a very delicate bird, and must be kept
in a Nightingale cage.

Food.—In a wild state the Reed Wren feeds on agquatic
insects, and, in ease of necessity, will also eat berries.

In the aviury it thrives best on Nightingale's food, mixed
with insects. 3 .

Breeding.—The nest of the Reed Wren, which is long and ) *
ingeniously fastened to the reeds and bushes among which it
is built, is composed of grass stalks woven together, and ling :
vither with finer stalks or with hair and wool. The eggs,
which are five or six in number, are grecnish white, epotted
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with olive green. The young birds may be reared on ants’

TS, .
Afade of Tuking.—The Reed Wren may often be caunght by

imply taking up a turf and setting on the spot limed twigs,

baited with meal worms,

Attractive Qualitics.—This bird has o plensant song, some-
thing like that of the last-mentioned species, though not so
full in tone. An agreeable peeulinrity is, that it sings during
the morning and evening twilight.

SweET's AccovxT.—" A pretty little lively species, penerally
frequenting the sides of rivers and ditches when in a wild state,
where its warbling song may be heard amongst the reeds and
sedyes, or other thickets that are near the water ; visiting us the
beginning or middle of April, and leaving again in September.
Towards autumn it sometimes leaves its usunl haunis, and fre-
quents the pardens for the sake of insects ; it is particularly fond

'the common house fly ( Muwsca domestica), and th ve frequently
seen several of them in August and the beginning of September
by the side of large dung-heaps, where those flies breed, and
aE&ur that time are coming out from the pupa state in great
quantities ; they may then be readily taken in a trap baited with
a small moth or green caterpillar ; when first enught they should,
if possible, be put in a cage with some other tame birds, or if one
i8 p!ncml in a came by ifself, it should be sct near a cage with
gome other bird in it, which reconciles it to confinement, being
g0 very wild and restless when first canght, that if there is not
another bird witl, or near it, there will he but little chance of
its living ; but it soon becomes very tame and familiar in confine.
ment. and in a very short time will be sociable enongh to take a
fly, or other small insect, from the hand of the person whe attends
to it

u Tn confinement the birds of this species will rendily take to
foed on the bruised hemp seed and Erun{l. and some raw lean
meat mized with it; to malke them take toitimmedistely, alittle
ghould be placed in a small pan or dish, mixed up with a quantity
of flies or other small insects, and others stuck on the surface of
it; some yolk of & boiled gz :ﬂmgld also be done up in the snme
manner; when once they taste this, they are particularly fond of
Lit; the emg should not be mixed with the bread and hemp seed,
but be given by itsell as a change of food; any gmall insects,
oh as the smooth caterpillars, moths, butterllics, spiders, grass-
ppers, crickets, ants, and variods other insects, they are very
rtial to, and the more is given them, the better will be their
palth and spirits.  Like the %¢dg,'e1r‘l"arblur. the present specics
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is very fond of washing often in a pan of water, which is bene-
ficinl to their health in summoer, but is vory hnrtful in winter
at that time they should be only allowed sufficient to drink, of
only be let wosh about onee a weelk. They are very restless when
the time arrives for thom to be on their passage, which lasts n
considerable time,

* I once found a nest of these birds, with five young ones ; it
was fostened up to the side branches of a poplar tree, that grew
at « little distance from the river, in Broombouse Lane, Fulliam.™ '

158. Tme Harsiep, or Wictow Waerk.
Motacilla Aeereduln, Lax.  Der Fitls Sanger, Do,

Dezeription. —This bird, which must not be confounded cither
with the Arbour Bird or the Rufous Warbler, is four inches two
lines in length, of which the tail measures nearly two inches.
The beak is very pointed; the upper mandible brown; the
lower m;m{].ib]n_ and the inside yellow; the shanks are eight
lines high, and a yellowish flesh colour. The upper part. of
the body is a dark olive. A yellowish white stripe passes
over the eyes; and an indistinet dark brown streak between
them. The checks are yellowish, and there is a reddish grey
spot near the ear. The throat and breast are whitish yellow,
spotted with darker yellow; the under wing coverts yellow ;
the pen and tail feathers dark brown.

Obserrations—This speeies, which frequents gardens and
groves, may be met with in the wooded districts. Tt is a bird
of passage, arriving in the middle of April, and departing at the
beginning of October. In August, at which time the young
birds are of a pale sulphur colour on the lower poart of the
body, they may be noticed in great numbers on the willow
trees.  In a wild state it fecds on small insects and their cggs,
and also eats red and black elderberrics.  Tf taken when thera
are flies, even an old bird may be accustomed to the food of the
aviary, by mixing a fow with it. In gencral the Haybird will
eat both fresh and dry ants’ eges, and soom becomes used cither
to crushed hemp seed, or the universal paste. It seems to be |
a less delicate bird than the Fauvette. Tn the aviery it '
generally chooses a perch for itself, to which it always returns,
after having made the circuit of the room. 1f it catches any
fliee, it gocs back to its perch to cat them. Tt isa clean arg
lively bird: and its song, Deedee, deylen, dales, fzen, tzea ! o
well asits call, Hoid, fodd ! are continuully heard, Its nest,

i
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which is oval, und composed of moss and leaves, lined with
eathers, is usually pleced under a bush.  The female lays six
seven white eggs, spotted with vielet ; and the young birds,
{ which those which have the yellowish plumage should be
thosen, may be reared on ants’ eges ond bread and milk.

In autumn these birds may be taken in nooses, baited with
elderberrics.  Tn spring it is o good plan to set limed twigs,
baited with meal worms, in the hedges ; and in summer it is
i very frequently caught in the water trap.

SweETs Accoust.—" An clegant little specics, which visits us
about the middle of April, and leaves us again the latter end of
September, or beginning of October. In its wild state, it
feeds entively on small insects, and chiefly on the different
specics of aphis, but it will not refuse small flies or eaterpil-
lars ; it iz easily taken in a trap baited with small eaterpil-
lars, or a rose branch covered with aphides; and it will soon
bLecome very tame in confinement. One that I eaught in Sep-
Wrmber, was, in three days afierwards, let out of its aviary into
‘the room to catch the flies, which were numerous at that season ;
after amusing itself for some time in catching flies, it began sing-
ing ; it did the same several other times when it was let out, and
in o few days, it began {o sing in its aviary. It soon became so
familiar, that it would take flicaout of the hand, and when it was
out in the room, if a fly was held townrd it, it would fly up and
take it out of the hand. It was also tanght to drink milk out of
a tea-spoon, by putting some flics in it; ns soon as it had tasted
the milk, it was very fond of it, ns most of the birds of this genus
are; 1f the spoon was held towards it, and it was ecalled Syivia,
it would fly up and perch on the finger, or on the handle of the
spoon, and drink the milk, but it never got s0 tame as the next
gpecies, neither was it so expert in eatehing flies; perhaps, the
reason was, it became so very fat in caling so much bruised
hemp seed and bread, and milk and breed, that it eared but litile
for any other food.

* These birds are very plentiful some seasons, flying about from
tree to tree, and singing their pretty soft note, which is not un-
like the song of the Redbreast, but not so loud. Wherever any

lants are mfested with any kind of aphis, there the Willow
Wrens are almost eertain to be, often quarrclling, and flying
ter one another ; and they will even attack other Lirds that are
uch Jarger than themsclves.

The Willow Wren seems to be more tender than the Sylvia
Pojpolais, 1o which it is nearly related.  When in confinement,
is fond of ereeping up to the other birds for the sake of their
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warmth, particularly al night ; and it will not rest till it is very
near to one, against which it squeczes itself as close as possible;
this is also the ease with 8. Hortensis.

* It it also a very desirable bird, as it eontinues in song th

greater part of the year, and its song is 80 loud and shyill, thal
it may be heard above that of any other. I possess a female o
this species that singa frequently, but her note 1s very different
from that of the male. The Honourable and Reverend WiLtiam
Herzenr observes, *that it ought to be mentioned, that rarden-
ers nre in the habit of cruelly destroying the nest of thie bird,
confounding it with the Greater Pottichap, and imagining that
it attacks the cherries; whereas it never touches fruit, but is
the pardener’s friend, picking the aphides from the trees with
great industry.” This is the case with several other specics, the
gardeners confounding them altogether under the common ap-
pellation of Whitethroats, and destroying them indiscriminately,
wheress it is only the Greater Pettichups and the Blackeap that
materially injure the fruit; but as the Blackesp has not a black

head the firat season, it is not in general distinguished l"rc-m_t_h&r‘
Whitethroat." : \

159. Toe Rurovs Wannien.

Motaeills Rufie, Lix. Fauvette Rousse, Bur. Der Weiden Zeisiy, Tieou.

Deseripfion.—Except the Golden-crested Wren, this is the
smallest of European birds. Tt is only four inches long, of
which the tail measures ene inch and three-quarters, and the
beak four lines.  The feet are blackish brown, and cight lines
high; the beak very sharp, cxternally blackish brown, and
yellow inside; the eyes dark brown.

In colour it bears a close resemblance to the Willow Wren.
The upper part of the body is reddish grey, somewhat tinged
with olive green. A dusky straw-colour stripe passes over
the eyes; the checks are brownish. The under part of the
body as far as the breast is reddish grey : the belly divty white,
and, as well as the part beneath the wings, covered with small
rust-coloured spots. The pen and tail feathers arve bleeldsh
eTeY. [

The female is somewhat smaller, and less spotted with yel
low on the under side of the hody.

Observations.—Although this i]ird ean bear cold better ¢
the other species of the Warblers, and may henee be =ce
early as March, on the hedges and willow trees, it cannot be
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kept in confinement except reaved from the nest. In April it
frequents thewoods and thickets, when its song, tzip, fzap ! may
frequently be heard.  In October, it eolloets in flocks in the
ridens, and on the willow trecs; and in November, migrates
a warmer climate, It is ot home all over Burope. It foeds
on small insects and their eggs, and in autumn, on elder-
berries. An old bird will live in confinement only so long as it
is supplied with flies, and very rarely becomes necustomed to
the Nightingale paste.

The nest 1s built upon the ground, and consists of a round
muss of roots, grass, woel, and feathers. It contains five or
six white eggs, spotted with red. The young may be reared
on ants' cgos,

These birds may be eaught in the same manner as the Wil-
low Wren. They may be allowed to fly about the room, or
confined in & small cage with perches.

— 160. Toe Sepce Wanoren.

Silvin Salicerio, Latnan. Sylvia Phragmites, Temsaiver. Calamoberpe
Flragmites, Maccitiivray. Sedge Reedling, Sedge Bind, Sedge Wren,

This little bird, which is included by Mn. Sweer in his
account of Brifish Warblers, and which, thercfore, we have
thought it well to admit here, is deseribed by Macoiniiveay as
rather common in many of the marshy parts of England, but
rare in Seotland : it arrives in April, and departs in October;
itz favourite resorts are places overgrown with reeds and other
tall aquatic plants, among which it searches for its inscet food,
and places its nest, which is bulky, looscly constructed or
grasses, and lined with finer materials of the same nature,
with some hair. The eggs, gencrally five, are eight-twelfths of
an inch long, six-twelfths in breadth, of & greenish white colour,
dotted and freckled with light brown and greenish grey.  This
bird has a lively, modulated, and mellow song, which is often
heard late ot night. It is very active, but, from its mode of
life, is seldom secn. .

The tail of the bird is rather long, slightly rounded ; the
pper part of the head brownish black, the feathers edged
ith light brown; the back snd wing coverts light olive
m, tinged with yellow, the central parts of cach feather
k brown ; rump light reddish brown; a yellowish white
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sircak over the eye; the lower parts brownish white; the
lower tail coverts unspotted ; the fomalo similar, but with the
upper part of the head more tinged with brown; the back
a highter tint, the rump less bright.  The young resemble th
adults, but are more tinged with red,

Sweet's Accoryt,—*This pretty little species is very plentifu
in the neishbourhiood of London, which it visits the beginning of
April, and leaves again in September, frequenting the sides of
rivers, or any ditches, where there is a thicket of reeds or sedge,
in which it builds its nest, and i3 almost continually in song, both
by day and night ; itz song consists of a varicly of notes, some
of which are very loud, and may be heard at & considerable dis-
tance, Tenerally beginning with whit, ehit, ehiddy, ehiddy, ehiddy,
chit, chit, chit, Itis r.:-m%ih caught in o Nightingale trap, baited
with & living green caterpillar, or a butterfly, 15 in a wild state
it foeds entirely on living insects, almost all sorts of flics, emall
moths, and butterflies, besides various sorts of caterpillars, and
other small insects. Itisa very lively bird, and shows s::arc_ﬂlg’".-
any symptoms of fear, approaching very near to any person who®
does not drive or frighten it, and it soon becomes very tame and
familiar in confinement, where, if well managed, it will sing the
greater part of the year.

“ The present species, when first eaught, should, if possible, e
placed in a large cage or aviary, with some other small birds, and
must at first be supplied with some sort of insccts; fies, cater-

illars, or maggots, should be put in a little pan, and when the

ird has found them out, and seging to feed on them, some of
the bruised hemp-seed and bread, with some bits of raw lean
meat mixed up with it, should be placed in the same pan, with
some insccts stuck in it, that in picking up the insects it might
taste the other food, and it will soon take to feed on it freely ;
some of the yolk of an egg boiled hard, should also be bruised
up, and moistened with water, that it might stick to the insects,
wiich are also to be stuck in it ; when the bird has tasted this,
it will eat it readily, as it is particularly portial to e after once
tasting it; and it does for a change in the winter, instead of in-
sects, when very few of them are to be procured,

* These birds are particularly partial to washing themselves in
water, if it be I)'tuml in a pan in their eage or aviary ; at somel
seasons they will wash three or four timesina day ; fhis will not
hurt them in summer, when the weather is warm, but it weakens
them very much if they are allowed to wash in the winler;
a week is often enoughat that season, and then the water
be put in the eage in the morning, and after they bave washed,

e
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should be again removed, they will then have time to dry them-
selves properly before the evening, :

# 1 have no'doubt but the present species, with 8. Arundina-
e, nnd &, Loenstelln, and some other exoticspecics, will be here-
fter divided from this genus, and also from the other Warblers,

nd will form o distinet one of themselves,”

161, Tnr Grissnoreer Wainnnen.

Spleia Locuslella, Latuam aud Teasixck. Sibillatriz Locustells,
Maceiruivray.  Grasshopper Chirper, Cricket Bird, Brakehopper.
This is another of the British Warblers described by Sweer,

and not mentioned by the German Naturalist.  According 1o

Macorriveay, it is a :-'Il\m]u_-r]:.' and 1}]L-g:ml.ljr formed, but

plainly coloured little bind, romarkable for its lndeling habits,

ud its peculiar cry, which greatly resembles that of the mole-
cet. It arrives from the middle to the end of April, and
srally dispersed in Englond. It has also been found in
nstances in the south of Scotland. The nest is com-
osed of dry grass, lined with similar but finer materials; the

"prgs found in one by Mr. Wem, of Linlithgowshire, were

white, closely freckled with carmine dots.

The tail of the bird is long, much graduated, and rounded ;
plumage of the upper parts dull olive brown, with oblong
dusky =potz; of the lower parts pale yellowish browm; the
fore part of the neck with o few dusky lines; the tail coveris

with a central brown mark. Female similar, but without the

dusky lines on the fore part of the meck. Young, yellowish
brown, spotted with dusky above, brownish yellow beneath.
Nevrnze Woop calls this bivd the Sibilous Bushhopper, and
says that its proper situation in the system appears to be in
the sub-fumily Phifomeling, immediately after the genus Sali-
carin, to which it has a dircet affinity. Wmre makes some
interesting remarks on its curious note, as docs also Bryrd, in

the Mugazine of Natwral History, vol. vii. p. 366. .
Swerr's AccousT.—" The present species is very rare in the

neighbourhood of London, and 1 have never seen more than a single

living one myself, anywhere in the vicinity; that one I cought in o

ightingaleirap, about the middle of August, 1823, in Mr. Colvill's
irosvenor Nursery, in the Five-Fields, near G_ms\'mmr Place,
ich is now partly eovered with houses ; Tlkept it till the Febru-
ollowing, and it would have sueceeded well, had I not allowed
to wash so much, not thinking at the time that the washing
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would hurt it ; so that it frequently washed itsell three or four
times a day, which at last wenkened it so much, that on a cold
day it caused its deatl. It never attempted to sing while T ha
it m confinement, which was probably from its being an old bir
and T have not been able to procure nnother ginee. It throve
markably well on the same sort of food as the other birds of thi
tribe, but was particularly foud of the yolk of an ege boiled hard
al#o of the raw lean meat that was out up small, and mixed ig
the bread and bruised hemp seed ; it h'uulh also oceasionally feed
on the bread and milk, but it was not s0 fond of that as some of
the other birds. Insects of various sorts it was very parlial to,
Lmrlh:u].-mrl}r gmull eaterpillars, nots’ eggs, spiders, moths, and

utterflies, and flies of various sorts; the latter it was very
dexterons in catching when they eame near its eage.

*Theae hirds are not uncommon in several parts of England ;
they are suid to be plentiful on Malmsbury Common, Willshire
in summer, where they breed ; they ave also frequently serg
Norfolk and Suffolk, and in various other parts, where the
their nest among some high grass or sedge, in which it is
eealed, that ie 18 with dulficulty found, except by watehing th
old birds ecarrying food to their young ; or w]ilmn they are build-
ing, they may be seen carrving materials to construct their nest.

The young ones may be easily reured by placing their nest in a

little covered basket, nearly filled with dry moss or soft hay, and

1o bhe fed, whenever they, require it, with the same sort ef food

as recommended for the old ones ; being careful to keep them

clean, and a fews very small gravel stones should be mixed with y

their food oecasiona [5, that their bones may become strong and |
firm, so that they may not be cramped.” .

162. Toe Woon Wnes.
Eylein Syivicals, Latruav and Moxtacue. Sylvia Sibillatriz, Tesmminck.

Plyliopnenste Sylvicols, Macointivray. Wood Warbler, Wood Wren,

Yellow Wren, Yellow Wood Wren,

This is another of the Warbler genus of birds which is not de-
seribedshy Beensters.  Yanurrnsobserves, that though ealled /-
tacille Troehilve by Giinenr Wirre, it was clearly distinguighed
by him from the two most nearly allied species, (the Willow-
Warbler and the Chiff-chaff, which with this bird form
Macorrrveay's genus Phyllopnenste) as carly os 1762.  In
1796, Cor. Moxtacve, having seen and heard this speeies i
wvarious localities in several western counties, and havi
obtained also some specimens, nests, and eges, furnished
ticulars of it to the Linnwan Society, which were published

£l
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the fourth volume of their Thansactions. In this counfry thoe
bird is pretty well known, being generally distributed through
he wooded districts during the season of " its sojourn. 1t ma
e at once distingnished from the true Trochilus, the Willow
‘arbler, which it most nearly resembles, by the broad streak
ear the eye, and car coverts, of g bright sulphur’ yellow ; by
he pure green colour of the upper parts of the body, and by
the delicate and unsullied white of the belly and tail coverts.
The following is

SweET's Accouyt.—* 8. Sylvicola. Length five inches and a
half’; bLill horn colour; wpper mandible beut al the top, and
rather longer than the und}:r-. irides hazel; nostrils beset with
briztles ; top of the head, neck, back, and tail coverts, olive
areen ; throat and cheeks yellow, paler on the breast : belly and
* 2t of the most beautifal silvery white; through the eye passes
ENCS vy line ; wings and coverts brown, edzed with sreen; tail

15 geMaer of twelve feathers, rather forked, and of a brown
" fe%, edged with green on the exterior webs, and with white on
‘#e interior, the first feather wanting the green cdge ; under part
of the shoulder bright yellow; legs rather more than an inch long,
of a horn colour; claws paler. ” T. Laxm, in Linnear Transar.
fons, v. ii. p. 245.

* An elegant and interesting little bird, which arrives in his
country the beginning of April, and leaves it in August, or the
beginning of September. T have never observed it in any other
sittuation than amongst tall trees, in woods or lantations, where
it is readily detected on its arrival, by its 5]1&5 shaking sort of
note, which may be heard at a great distance, and cannot be con-
founded with the song of any other bird ; when it first arrives, it
continues to sing nearly all day long, and its gongr is eontinued
niore or less throngh most part of the summer, except the time
that it is engaged in feeding its young ; it is then discovered by
a dull mournful sort of call, quite different from that of any other
bird ; it may be easily wateled to its nest, whicl is built on the
ground in a thicket of small bushes, and consists of moss qud dry
leaves, with a covering at the top of the same materinls, so that
it is scarcely possible to discover it, without watching the old
birds to it, either when thoy are Imilding, or carrying food to
their young. T believe they are to be found in most woods and
large plantations in summer. I have frequently heard them in
ensington Gardens, amongst the tall trees; and they are not

mon in Coombewood, in Surrey, where I procured a nest
young ones, last summer ; and I find they may be reared
and [rom the nest quite readily, when they will be very tame
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and familisr, and any birds of this tribe may be reared from the
uest in this manner.

#The method that T practise id bringing them up ig, to lo
the young birds be nearly fledged ; T then place the nest in
little basket with covers, nearly filled with moss, which keeps the
warm, and Tfeed thom with moist bread and bruised hemp sed
mixed torether, and small biis of raw meat mized with it; Lals
give them a little bread and milk, and the yolk of an ez boile
hard, not forgetting to let a drop or two ._,g water fall mto thei
mouths un-.:nsiunull.i'; they require to be fed several times a day,
siving them as much as they will take at each time ; they must also

o kept clean, for if allowed to get dirty, they will not succesd ; a8
soon as they are fed, the covers of the baskel must be shut down,
and they will in a few days learn to peek, and feed themselves ;
but they will peck at living insects before they will learn to cat the
other sorts of food ; when they are progecly fledged, a little fine

vel should be mixed with their food, as this turns to lime, aod
ardens their bones, and keeps them from lLeing cramped.

2 The first notice we have of this hird as a native of England, .»
is by Mr. T. Laus, in the second volume of the Linnman Tree
actions above quoted, and I have known it as long as I have know!
anything about birds; it being plentiful in the wooda of 1.
Bright, Bsq., of Hamgreen, near Bristol, where it was known,
when I was a boy, by the name of the skalking bird of the wood,
from its singular note, which sounds as if it was shaking as it
utters it, and which it really is, as may be roadily seon ﬁ any

erson who may take the trouble to notiee it. 1 have a opted
MoxTacUE's name for this species, as I believe it has the right
of priority.

4 In my opinion, the present species is as well worth kecping
in & cage or aviary as any one of the genus, as it is an elegant
bird, and has a pleasant and singular song ; it feeds readily on
broized homg geed and bread, and o little raw lean ment mixed
with it, also bread and milk ; but it is most partial to the yolk of
an exg boiled hard and erumbled; it is also very fond of flies,
small moths, caterpillars, the different sorts of aphis, and many
other inscets.”

163, Tnr Daurrorn Wannoren.

Sylvia Dartfordiensis, Pexsaxt, Mofacilla Proviucialiv, MoxTAGUE aud
Bewick. Syleia Provincialis, Tessunce,  Melizophilus Provincisii,
A ACCILLIVEAY,
By the last-named author this bird is also called fhe P
venee Furzeling and the Furze Wren., It is deseribed by
as having the upper parts of the body blackish grey; fore 8
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, of neck and sides reddish brown; abdomen whito; tail long
sand gradunted ; bill brownish black, with the buse of the
&‘M-r mandible orunge; tarsi and toes light reddish brovn;
laws dark. Female similar, but with the tinis lighter, and
he throat strenked with white,
i This bird is n permanent resident with us, although very
Aoeally l]{"T'l'lllllh.:lE- Dir. Larman first deseribed it as & British
spevics, from specimens obtained at Bexley Heath, near Dart-
ford, m 1773, The generic name, Melizaphifies, wos applied
to it by Dre. Leacn, in his Systematio Catalagie of the Spe-
cimens of fhe Tudigenows Mantnalie  and Bivds preserved in
the British MWusewn, date 1816,  Other natwealists have to o
considerable extent admitted this generie distinetion, as a re-
ference to Sewny, Jexyxs, &e., will show.
LrorLo mentions having obtained specimens of this bird at
> all seasons of the year, and Resxmm has observed it suspended
.fy furze, and singing ns carly us the end of February.

‘. Bweer's Accovxt—* One of the rarest of the Dritish species
of this tribe, but mentioned by MosTacUE a5 nol uncommon
about Kingsbridge, Devon, and in the neighbourhood of Truro,
Cornwall ; it is also occasionnlly met with on Bexley Tleath,
near Dartford, Kent; also on Wlackheath, and on Wandsworth
and Wimbledon Commons, where it is said to build in the furze
bushes, and feed on grasshoppers, moths, buttertlics, caterpillars,
ants, and various other insects. 1 have never been able to

rocure o living bird of this specics, although theve is no doubt
Eu.l it might be readily caught in a Nightingale-trap, buited with a
caterpillar, or some other living insect; or young onea might
be easily bred up from the nest, in the same manner as mentioned
under the other species.  Should any of my subscribers be able
to procure me one of them, or n nest with young ones, T should
feel much obliged, and would be willing to purchase it, or ex-
change any other sort that I have to spare in return.

 In eonfinement these birds should be’ manuged exactly the
same as the other species, and will, without doubt, teke to feed
readily on the bruised hemp seed and bread. with some bits of
raw meat cut small, and mixed with it ; to bring them to eat it
pmmediately when first canght, it will be requisite to stick it Tull
flies or paterpillars, or other small insects ; some of the yolk
an e boiled hard, should also be given them oceasionally,

change, and 05 many inscets as can be proeured, which will
the menns of keeping them, and all the birds of this tribe, in

EE
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excellent health, and will make them sing more, and louder than
they would otherwise do.' ¥
ApprtioNat—We are tempted to add to the above a live
deseription of the bird given by Rusrticus, in his Letfels
from odualning, where he says,” * Wa have a bird comman
ere, which I faney is almost unknown in other distriets, for T
have -."‘II‘FII‘L’L'l'b‘ ever geon it in l_‘ﬂﬂucﬁﬂna; ani from the few ro-
marks about it, and sketelies of it in natural Listories, no correct
tden can be found. T mean the Fonze Waes, or, as authors are
pleased to ecall it the Dartford Warbler. We learn that the
epithet Dartford, is derived from the little Wentish town of that
name; and that it was given to the Furze Wren, beeanse he wos
first noticed in that neighbonthood, The term * Warbler' is in-
appropriate, s the Furze Wren i3 a poor Warbler.. If you
have ever watehed a Common Wren (n Kitty Wren we call hier),
you must have observed that she eocked her tail bolt upright,
sirained her little beak ot right angles, and her thront in the same
fushion, to make the most of ber fizgiz of a song, and kept on
jumping, and jerking, and frisking about, for all the world as »
thoush sho was worked by steam : well, that's more the chir
ter of the Dartford Worbler, or, as we eall it, the Furze Wren,!
When the leaves are off the trees, and the chill winter winds
have driven the summer birds to the olive gardens of Spain, or
across the Straits, the Furze Wren is in lhe height of his
enjoyment, I have seen them by dozens skipping about the
furze, lichting for a moment upon the very point of the sprigs,
and instantly diving out of sight agein, singing out their oogry
impatient ditty, for ever the same. Perched on the back of a
good tall nag, and riding quietly along the outside, while the
fox-hounds have been drawing the furze-ficlds, T have often secn
these birds come to the tops of the furze. They are, however,
very hard to shoot, darting down directly they see the flash, or
hear the cap erack, I don't know which. ™ I have seen excellont
shote miss them, while rabbit-ghooling with beagles,  The
prefer those plaers where the furze is very thick, high, and difli-
cult to ret in.  This bird breeds cvery year in the furze bushes
i Munsted, Highdown, Headley, rl.:‘?lslr_'ud, and many other
heaths in our neighbdurhood. And although it is so common in
the winier, and so active and noisy when disturbed by dogs and
gunsg, still, in the breeding season, it is a shy, n]ﬂlﬁriug bird,
hiding itself in thick places, much in the manner of the Grass-

hopper Lark, and seldom allowing them to hear the sound of i
volce.
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164. Tnr Whes,

Syleia or Mofacilla Trt-',-.r-l'r-llf_q.rfr.r.l'lfr.':. Roitelet, Buy, DerZaunkinig,
ECH.

Deseription.—This bird, almost the smallest of those de-

ribed in the present work, is enly three inches and a half in

ngth, of which the tail messures one ineh and a quarter.

‘he beak is five lines long, somewhat curved downwards at
the point. The upper mandible is blnckish brown ; the lower
yellowish white; and the inside yellow. The iris is nut-
brown ; the feet greyish brown, and seven lines in height.
The upper part of the body is a dingy rusty brown, erossed by
indistinet dark brown stripes. A reddish white stripe passes
over the eves. The wings are dark brown, and the teil rust
colour; both, however, striped with black. Thewnder part of
the body is generally reddish grey; but the belly is white, the

o Eidesand vent tinged with rust colour, ond all ecovered with

“Jgnusverse black stripes. .

¢ The female is still smaller. . The general colour of e plu-
mage 18 & reddish brown, covered with indistinet transverse
siripes. The feet are vellow.

Habitat.—The Wren may be met with in all the woody and
mountaineus districts of Eorope. It is not o bird of passage;
and is often secn, cepecially in winter, near human habitations.

The Wren may be kept to most advantage in a larpe cage of
osiers or wire. If allowed to range the room, its minute size
gives it many opportunities of escape.

Food —It feeds throughout the year on small inscets, for
which in winter it scarches in barns, stables, creviees of walls,
and piles of wood. In eutumn it cats red and black elder-
berries.

As goon as canght, the Wren should be fed on meal worms,
flies, and clderberries, by the use of which it may after g while
be brought to eat the Nightingale's paste.  In this way oven old
birds may be preserved in heulth for o considerable time.

LBreeding.—The Wren builds its nest in any quict corner
it has been found in holes in the ground, hollow trees, among

ts, under roofs, and in many other similar places. Tt is gval

shape, built of moss, lined with hair and feathers, and has

e eide o little opening for the bird's entrance and exit,

emale lays seven or eight small whitish egrs, sparingly

tted with white, The young birds are rust coloured, with
EEZ
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black and white spots, and may be veared on ants’ egas, witk
whieh the common universal pasto may be mixed by degrees
[ know an instance in which a Wren actually built a nest a
Laid ezos in the sleeve of an old coat.

Aade of Taking.—During the winter the Wren may be take
in a Tit trap, baited with meal worms.  In autamn they ar
aften eaught in springes, sut with elderberries, though this
mode frequently injures their fect.

Attractive Qualitice.—The Wren is on exceedingly lively
hird, particularly aetive and engaging in its movements. For
so small o bird, its song is loud, and lasts throughout the year.
It i= not unpleasant, and in some of its tones resembles that
of the Canary. Tis eall 18 Terr, Toerzorerrrrt 1 have not
myself been able to preserve it for more than a year, though I
am assured by other amatcurs that it may be kept for two or
three.

s
Anygrioxat.~—With a few exeeptions, embracing the ng!:‘!ﬁ’
the Creeper, the CLifl-Chaff, and the smaller Tits, the Kitty, o

Jenny Wren, as it is familiarly and affectionately called, is the'

smallest of our native birds, a8 well as the best known, if we

except the Robin-Redbrenst, with which in popular regard it is
generally aseocinted. Mueopie and Maceinrivaay both give a

rood account of this lively liftle songster ; the latter says, that

“its flight is effected by 2 rapid mmd continuous motion of the

wings, and thevefore iz not undulated, but divect ; nor is it sus- |
tained, for the bird merely flits from one bush to another; or from

stone to stone. It is most frequently met with aleng etone walls,

among frarments of rocks, in 1Ih:|(:]{<‘t5 of whing, snd by hedmes,

wliere it atiracts notice by the livelingss of its motions, and fre-

quently by its loud chirring noize.  When standing, it keeps its:

tail nearly crect, jerks its whole body smartly ; then hops shout

with grent alaerity, using its wings al the same time, and continu-

ally enunciating 1ts rapid edif. Although it seldom ascends a

troe directly, like the Creeper, it may often be seen elimbing I
sidewise to some height, and on fences or bushes it usually mekes
its woay to the top by hopping from one spot to mt-;-li:c'r. €t
ugually pleased with a low station, it yet sometimes aseends even
to the higher branelies of very tall trees, and may oceasionally
he geen there in company with Kinglels and Tits,  In spring ad
summer, the male bas a very pleasing, full, rich, and mellg
songr, which it repeats at intt-rvnlln ; and even in aulwinn, an
fine days in winter, it may occasionally be heard hurrying
itz ditty, the loudness and clearnees of which, as proceeding 1
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- g0 diminutive a ereature, is apt to strike one with surprise, even
fter it has long been familiar to him,
¢ During the breeding season, Wrens keep in pairs, often in
upfrequented parts, such as bushy dells, mossy wonds, ihe banks
off streams, and stony places overgrown with brambles, sloes,
and other shrubs ; but toward the end of antumu they approach
the habitations of man, and although never decidedly gregarious,
sometimes appear in small strageling partics.  They are not, pro-
perly speaking, gly, s thoy seem to conceive themselves soeure
at the distance of iwenty or thirty yards, but, on the approach
of a person, conceal themselves in hiles between stones, or Ao
the roots or lmshes, In liveliness and aclivity, the Wren rivals
the Hinglets, Tits, and Creepers, s, indeed, might be expected,
from its diminutive size, birds as woll as quadrupeds being gene-
rally more slow in their motions the larger the bulk.”
From among many other ancedotes illustrative of the sagacity,
il we may so call it, of thiz bird, wo meet with the following by
“» K¥arr, whose concluding remarks are worthy of serious thought
agrd attention. .

/" dJune 1L —T was much pleased this day by detecting the
gtratagems of a Common Wren to concesl its nest from obser-
vation. It had formed o bollow space in the thatel, on the inside
of my cow-shed, in which it had placed its nest by the side of »
rafter, and finished it with its usual neatness ; bul lest the orifice
of itz eell should engage attention, it had ne ligently lhung o
ragged piece of moss on the straw-work, concealing the entrance,
and apparently proceeding from the rafter: and so perfoct was
the deception, that I should not have noticed it, though tolerably
observant of such things, had not the bird betrayed her seerci,
and darted ont. Now?mm what operative cause did this strata-
gemproceed P Habit it was not ; it scemed like an after-thonght ;
danger was pereeived, and the contrivance which a contemplative
being would have provided was resorted to. The limits of instinct
we cannot define: it appearcd the reflection of reason. This
procedure may be judged, perliaps, a trifling event 1o notice ; but
the ways and motives of ereatures are so ﬁllle understood, that
any evidence which may assist our research should not be re.
Jected. Call their actions ss we may, they have the effeet of
reagon ; and loving all the manners and operations of these di.
rected beings, I have noted this, simple as it may be,”

Macoriuiveay also describes the nest as enormously lnrge,
dish, or oblong, eomposed chiefly of moss, and lined with fon.

re. Rexwsie observes, that the Wren does not hegin ot the
hottom of its nest first, as is usual with meet birds ; but il agrainst
a tree, first traces the outhine of the nesl, which is of an oval
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shiape, and by that means fastens it equally strong to nll parts;
and afterwatds encloses the sides and top, near which it leaves
a small hole for an entranco: ift the nest is placed under a bax
the top is first begun, and well secared in some cavity, by whidh
the fabric is suspended.

Tt was remarked by Writtovonsy, that © it is strange to ad-
miration, that so small o bodied bird should feed such a company
of young, and not miss one bird, and that in the dark also.”
Ba¥ ranks this cireumstanco among “those daily miracles of
which we take no notice.,” These observations arve censured by
Mr. Borrox, who says that * any one who thinks about it, and
compares the dimensions of the window with those of the house
within, will instantly pereeive that o Wren's nest is more strongly
lighted than an nce in the kingdom.” Dut this naturalist, in
his haste to find fault with others, has quite overlooked the cir-
cumstance, that the parent bird, while feeding her numerous
family, stands in the entrance of her dwelling, and must there-
fore in a preat measure exclude the light. .&ﬁ this, however, is
mere guibbling, from which we gladly turp to quole Hﬂﬂ'ﬂ’-‘?‘
in hﬁ%nscﬂptmn of the month of November, speaks of N

# The quick note of the russet Wren,
Familiar to the haunts of men.
He quits in hollow'd wall his how'r,
And thro' the winter's gloomy hour
Bings cheerily : nor yet hath lost
His Llitheness, ehill’d by pinching frost;
Nor yet is fore’d for warmth to cleave
To cavern'd nook, or strawbuilt eave.
Sing, little bird ! Singon, design’d
A lesson for our anxious kind ;
That we, like thee, with heart’s content
Enjoy the blessings God hath sent ;
His bounty trust, peeform his will,
¥or antedate uncertain ill "

165. Tne Gorp-coesten Wnex.

Sylvia or Maotacills Regulus, Lix.  Roifelef, Sowci, ou Poul, Buy.
Doy Goldhahachen, Decwm.

Deseription.—This is the smallest of European birds. Tt is
three inches and a half long, of which the tail measures ope
inch and a quarter. The beak is four lines long, slender,
sharp, and bluck; the nestrils are covered with a feather
divided like & comb; the iris is dark brown; the feet light
brown ; the shanks eight lines in height. The forchead is
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brownizh yellow ; a black stripe extends from the corners of
the beak to the cyes; above the eyes is o white streak, and
inder them o spot of the same colour; the top of the head is
eaffron, edged on each side with a golden yellow, and sur-
rounded in front and on the sides with a black band. The
checks are ashen grey; the sides of the neck a yellowish
green; the back, shoulders, and rump, the colour of a Green-
finch; the throat a yellowish white; the under part of the
body a dirty white; the wing coverts blackish grey with
yellow edges on the narrow feathers, the last having littls
white points, those of the sccond row being white ot the
roots ; the tail blackish grey, cdged with green.

In the female, the top of the head is golden yellow: the
forchead and wings are o plain grey.

Habitat —When wild, theso pretty little birds are at home
all over the Old World. They principally frequent pine and fir
woods.  They appear to be birds of passage only in northern
regions, going away in October, and retwrning in March—at
least, their flight is often remarked at those seasoms in Ger-
many ; and in May, the hedpes are often full of them. The
native ones are not birds of pessage, for they are noticed all
the year round. In winter they assemble in small eompanies,
and fy about with the Tits, in search of food.

In the house the bell-shaped eage is the best. Boveral are
sometimes put into o trellised enclosure, in which a small pine
or fir tree must be placed.  When reaved from the nest, they
may be accustomed to perch on a tree in the openroom.  They
do not willingly leave it, and when there are many, they sit
all in a row closc together on a bough, and so sleep.

N- Food.—In the wild state, this consists of all lkinds of insects,
and their ezgs.  As they open the mouth very wide, thoy are
able to ewallow large flics. In the oviary they are easily ac-
customed to the paste already prescribed for the Nightingale,

by giving them half-dead flics.  They afterwards become fond

of crushed hemp seed.  They must not be deprived of insect

{ food too suddenly, and they will always occasionally need flics,

meal worms cut small, and dry or fresh ants’ eggs.  To keep

A them healthy and prolong their life, care must be taken that

their paste is neither too stiff or too moist. Nor must they

be allowed to touch rape or camelin sced, either of which
would immediately kill them.
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Brreeding.—Their round ball-shaped, nest is woven at tho
farthest extremity of a branch, and from the moss, caterpillars’
cocaons, and {ufts of thistle-down, of which it is |:~|:p|1|.|pmt
viery soft to the touch., It confains nine or moro 1:-.1h'
colonred egms, the gize of a pea. 1t is generally found in low
meadows or enelosures, or the first pine tree towands tho east.
The young birds are casily reared on meal worms cut small,
flies, auis’ egzs, and wheaten brend soaked in milk. They
must, however, be quite fledged, before they are tuken from
the nest.  Those are reared with the least trouble which have
been eanght immediately after leaving the nest.

Moda L.,r Tuking.—To secure them, it is only necessary to

«].u i 11,_|]|:~ attach n limed twig to 11, and strilie the bivd with

, when perched on a iree. This is easy, o5 they are by no
NS :-'1\ -

They can a]-r- be shot with water, although this iz a I.LI.I'I'
merous undertaking, and requires much cave, A fowling. pieed,
is loaded with powder, and a wadding of grease rammed upon
it. The waier is carried in o bottle fill the bird is scen; then
about two table spoonsful of water are powred into the gun,
and a second wadding inserted, though with great care, lest
the water overflow. If hit at the distance of twenly paces,
the bird 15 thoreughly wetted, and may be taken with the
hand ; but if there are hedres near, or a somewhat larger bird,
gg.1 , Chaffine h, be fired af, it often eseapes.  They are fre- |
:lm_mh- enught in traps set for small birds, if the w ay o
attract them  be kuown.

They come in great numbers to the water-trap, and by theix
repeated ery of Tziff, F=itt ! indicate the appronch of sunset,
und the arrival of lu-f-cr birds, They generally become so

tame in o fow days, as to eat out of the hand. 1t is never- %
theless, very difficult to rear these tender birds; but onco nsed
to the house, they live long, provided only that they are '

neither bitten by other hirn:iq nor hurt themselves, and that
they do not swallow indigestible food.

sAltractive Q.:mhm-r—ThL:u. are very delightful birds for,
a room, on account of their small size and beauty. Their song
is indeed weal, but very melodions, and resembles that of the
Conary. Country people often confine theso little ereaturcs
in a room, in order to be freed by their means from trouble- T
some flies, after which they release them. .
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ApprTroxan—=Some naturalists, MacoLuvEay among othors,

“\pall the Crested Wrens Kinglets; this author places them in a

parate genus, which he terms Regulus, and eoumerates thren

weoica, known as British Birds, viz., the Fire-erowned Kinglet

. Tgnicapillus); the Plain-erowned Kinglet (. Aodestus);

both rare birds ; and ihe Gold-erowned Kinglet (B, Awricapil-

fus); which is generally abundant in all parts of Britain, espeei-

ally those in which are woods of pine and fir, and other elose

coverts. 1n Orkney and Shoetland, however, where there are no

. woods, these birds are to be met with—moving in winter from

place to place—in troops, and associating with Titmice, Crecpers,

andothersmall birds. Notwithstanding theabundance and general

diffuzion of these pretty little birds, the opportunitics of atien-

tively examining them are rare, owing to tho briskness of their

motions, and the secluded nature of their geneval haunts. Mypie

observes, that *they are so small, generally so far from the

ground, and always 5o quick in their motions, that they are nof

s casily secn, and never long at o time. They are continually

~eunting in the rough bark of the boles and muin bronches, and

Jin the twigs ; but they appear to prefer the latter. The eom-

mand which these little nrds have of themselves in the trees is

really astonishing ; they whisk about more like metcors than

like beings of solid matter ; they are now on this side, now on

that ; now above the twig, now banging inverted under it ; the

body never at rest, and the head having generally additional
motion."

In Broperir's Zuelogical Recreations will be found a ver
interesting account of the Golden-erested Wren, which, although
it braves our severest winters, appears to be very suscepiible of
cold, as well a5 the common Brown Wren of our hedges. Tho
Hon. and Rev, W. Heppent informs us, that * in confinement the
least cold is fatal to them. Ina wild state,” he says, *“ they keep
themeelves warm by constant aetive motions in ifh’-‘ duy, and at
night secrete themselves in places where the frost cannot reach
them ;" but he apprehends that numbers perish in severe winters.
He once caught half-a-dozen Golden Wrens at the beginning of
winter, and they lived extremely well on eger and meat, being
exceedingly tame. At roosting time there was always a whim-
sical conflict smong them for inside places, as being the warmest,
which ended, of course, by the wenllwui‘.- going to the wall. The
‘geene bemun with 2 loud whistling eall among them to roost, and

/i.lhe two birds on the extreme right and left flew on the backs of
those in the centre, and squeezed themselves into the middle. A
fresh eouple from the flanks immediately renewed the attack
upon the centre, and the conilict continued (ill the light began to
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fail them. A severe frost in February Lilled all of them but one,
in one night, though in a furnished drawing-room.” f

166. Tue Wonmerarn, on WoriTean.

Syleia or Motacille (Enanthe, Liw,  Cwl Blane, Brv,  Der Weissseliwant
zige Stemsehmitzer, Der Weiss Selurans, Beci.

Deseription.—This is a well-known bird, not only in Ger-
many, but throughout Europe and Northern Asia, It is about
the size of the Wagtail, which it resembles in appearance, -
execept that it has ashorter tail, and a broader breast. It is five -
inches and a hialf in length, of which the tail measures one inch &
and ten lines, The beak, seven lines long, is black ; as are also |
the iris and feet, which last are one inch in height. The fore- |
head is white, and there is a streak of thesame colour over
each eve; a black stripe Tuns from the nostrils, between the
eyes, to the checks, which are also black., The whole upper
part of the body, with the scapulars, is a light ashen greye-’
mettled with a slight tinge of red; the feathers round the
lower base of the bill are reddish white ; the throat, gorgoe, and
upper part of the breast are a light rust colour ; the rest of the
under part of the body is white, varied with rusty yellow on
the sides, and at the vent; the wings are black, the larger
wing coverts, and the hindmost quill feathers, having reddish
points; the tail is white, with a black point; the two eccntre
feathers being black almost up to the middle.

The female is reddish grey on the back, and darker on the
belly thon the male; the smaller wing coverts are edged with
red, and the white of the tiil is tinged with the same colour.

Before the first moulting, the young are spotted with brown
end rust colour upen the upper part of the bedy, and with
orange and black underneath.  After the moulting; both males
rnd females exhibit for o whole year the reddish grey on the
back, characteristic of an old female.

Habitat.—When wild, they are generally to be found in
mountainous or rocky regions, Thuring their migrations, they
perch in the open country, en posts, large stones, and other
elevated spots, and are rarcly scen on bushes or trees.  They
depart in the first half of September, and retum in the begi.n.l\
ning or middle of April, on the cessation of the nightly frosts,

When in the house, they must be confined in a Hé:ﬁhﬁ.ngulu
cage, or in o trellised enclosure.  They may also be allowed to
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run about, but not before they become accustomed to their

encrally die.  They can seldom be tamed.

'. "*ncw food and habitation, as if not well tended at first,«they

Food.—In their notural state, they eat all kinds of small
"beetles and flics, which thoy cutch alive. When faken, they
must be offered an abundance of ants' cggs and meal worms,
that they may ecat plentifully; otherwise they generally die,
nnd, what is most extraondinary, of diarrhoes, even though they
have caten nothing of the common house food. After some
time, they are fed with Nightingale's food, snd occasionally
with bread soaked in milk. In this manner they may be kept
two years.

Breeding —Their nest, made of hay and feathers, is gene-
rally fixed in the ereviees of stone qumries; also in holes of
river banks, heape of stones, or a deserted mole-hill. The
female lays five or six greenish white eggs. The young are

'\_'_tg};cn when half fledged, ond fed on ants' eggs, and bread

goaked in milk.

Mods of Taling.—In some spot which i-;lcl;g‘ frequent, stakes
are to driven into the ground, ond covered—as well os all
stones and eminences near—with bird lime; the birds may
then be driven towards them,

Attractive Qualities—Only very determined amateurs would
take the trouble of taming o full-grown Wheatear. I have
one, which, by means of fresh ants’ eggs, has been necustomed
to range the room. Its appemance is handsome, its motions
active; it frequently bends its body, and spreads out its fine
tail. Its song also is not unpleasant, but is interrupted in the
midst by a sort of scream.

Sweer's Accorst.—" A lively and interesting specics,
which arrives in this country in March, and generally leaves it in
September or October, though sometimes they stn§ till the
middle of November. I observed apoir on the 171h of November
last, near ihe gravel-pit in Hyde Park, which were quite lively,
and flying about after the inseets, as brisk as if it had been the

. middle of summer ; from their appearence, I should suppose they
| had been about there for some time, as they were not st all shy,

but would allow me to eome within three yards of them, so that

«they might have been easily caught in a trap, if T had wished for
mni ﬁu 1o i

t being previously in possession of a pair, I did not
irouble myself about them. .
“ In a wild state, these birds are chiefly to be found on hills or
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commons, and very frequently in parks and rabbit-warrens ; in I
somg countics they are so plentiful, that some hundred dozens nre ¢
eaught annually by the shepherds, who sell them for the sake o
their flesh, which is very delicious, particularly in autumn, when
they become very fat: ‘I believe it is not generally known that |
8. Hortensis, or the Greater Pettichaps, nlso beeomes as fat,
and its flesh is quite as delicious, or perhaps more so, as it feeds
almost entirely on fruit.

“ I have seldom heard the Wheatear sing when wild, and
when I have, its song was very soft, find scarcely to be lieard,
exccﬂt when very nearit; though I must allow I hive never hoen
much in the places that they frequent in summer, so that they
may sing more than I am aware of ; but in confinement they aro
almost eontinually in song, and sing by night as well ns day ;
they have a very pleasant, variable, and agrecable song, different
from all other birds, and sometimes it is very loud, and they
continue it a great length of time, not continually breaking oll
like a Robin Redbreast, and some other birds ; but their winter X
song is best, and most varied. A pair that 1 possess at present
were caught in September lust, and they began to sing in a few
daye, and have continued in song ever sinee, and now, while writ-
ing this, the 32d day of December, they are in full song. When
in a large eage or aviary where there is plenty of room, it is very
amusing to see them at play, flying up and down, and spreading
open their large wings in o curious manner, dancing mtr:l‘?-ugiug
at the same time.

" In confinement these birds require the same sort of food as
the Stonechat, Whinchat, and Nightingale, fecding frecly on the -
bruised hemp seed and bread, with some fresh, raw, lean meat,
ent up in small pieces and mixed with it; they are also very fond
of the yolk of an egg boiled hard, which should be given sepa-
rately, also almost all soris of insects, except the commin earth
worm ; all the sorts that the Nightingale or Whinchat will eat,
they are also very fond of, and the more they have given them
the better, and the more they will sing: they are particularly
fond of cockroaches and crickets, so that any %rum: acquainted
» with a baker, may always procure plenty from his shop.”

PEE——

167. Tor Wnrxenar.
Sylviam or Motacilla RBubetra, Lix.  Le Grand Traguet, on Tarier, Bop. |
Der Brawnkehlize Stetnsehmiitzer, Brou.
Deseription.—This pretty Cage-bird is found everywhere in -
the open country where there are bushes, and s ially on
stecp declivitics. It is four inches and ten lines in length, the
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tail measuring one inch and a half, The beak nnd fect, which
are nine lines high, are black. The whole of the upper part

f the body is dark brown (in some old birds black), having
all the feathers strongly bordered with o light rust colour,
whenee the bird derives a general appearance of black and rust-
fﬂtﬂ“}'ﬂl stripes,  In epring a white stripe runs from the
nostrils over the cyes to the back of the ears; the checks and
temples are black ; the thibat and breast yellowish red; the
former edged with whi® on the sides and chin, or, rather, a
white stripe passes round the lower part of the beak to the
temples and cheeks. The belly, sides, and vent are reddish
white ; the smaller and the foremost greater wing-coverts are
dark brown, edged with red; the hindmost are wholly or half
white, and make a white spot on the wings. The quill feathers
are black, edged with red, the hindmost having o white base;
the half of the tail nearest the base is white, the other half
dark rown; the two centre foathers having only a little white
af fhe roots,

The female is altogether lighter in colour; the stripes about
the eyes being yellowish white; the upper part of the body
dark brown, with rust-coloured spots; the cheeks dark brown;
the throat reddish white; the breast a dusky yellowish red,
sometimes with small round black and brown spots; which,
however, none of the birds have in the spring. The white
spots on the wings are small.

These birds vary till the third year. The young ones, which
in summer may often be seen perched on cabbage plants,
and on stff stalks in the corn fields, have, till the firsst moulting,
rust-eolonred and black spots on the upper part of the hody,
all the feathers being etil;::lr.-d with white. Un tho belly they
rescmble the mother.  The dark eolour on the back and cheeks
distingunishes the sexes. It is only in the third year that the
head and checks become black ; ond at the same period the
white stripe round the checks becomes broader.

Habitat —This bLird is mest frequently met with in the
outskirts of foresfs. It makes its appearance in the beginning
‘of May, and leaves us at the latter end of Bcplember. In
August it may be scen everywhere, sitfing on the cabbage
plants, or on single bushes.

In confinement it requires a Nightingale cage.

Jood—When wild, its food consists of small earth and
carrion beetles, and other flying insects,
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The Whinchat, like the rest of its specics, can with diffi-

eulty be enticed to eat the food of the aviary. It must at /
first be fed only with little beetles and flies.  When it is one
accustomed to meal worms, it soon learns to take both anta'[.

eggs and the usual Nightingale's food.

Breeding.—The nest is generally found among the grass, in
meadows and gardens, 1t is made of dry grass and moss,
lined with feathers and hair. 'Thé fomale lays five o seven
beauntiful light green eggs. Youn® birds that have been
reared with ants’ eggs, are better to keep than old oncs, and
become accustomed to the cage with much less dificulty.

Mode of Taking.—When in spring any of these birds are
noticed in a meadow or ploughed field, take a few stalkes, force
them into the ground, eover them with limed twigs, and then
drive the birds gently towards the spot. As they perch upon
anything that projects, they are thus ensily taken. In sum-
mer they are eaught in the cabbage fields by means of nooses,

spring traps, and limed twigs. It the noose be unsed, 1.u1:.13:"':iT

gtick about three fect long, cut it to @ point, and slit it, to insert
crossways a piece of wood about three inches long. The noosa
must be suspended one inch and a half above the cross, so that
when the bird perches there, it may be about breast high. The
limed twig should be about three feet long, forked at the top
for about four inches, and covered to the same extent with
birdlime. The spring traps are to be hung on stakes or cab-
bage plants. A sufficient quantity of such nooses, traps, and
twigs having been set in a line in a cabbage garden whera
Whinchats have been observed, about two or three paces apart,
let the bird-catcher go to the end of the garden, and drive
the birds gently before him. They will fly from one plant to
another, till at last they come to the trap. The bird-catcher
must then stand still a short time, till they run after the others,
enter the traps, and are caught. When the caplives have been
released, the traps may be re-set, and the same process repeated
as often as desired.

Attractics Qualities.—This pretty bird, however lively and
cheerful when at liberty, is always quiet and melancholy in ',
the house. If allowed to run about, it enly moves to procure

il
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food, and resumes its place immediately, with its head s ~

upon its breast. Its song is pleasant, and has mueh in common
with that of the Goldfinch. 1ts best recommendation is, that



TIE WHINCHAT. 131

it sings not only in the daytime, but also in twilight, and till
#u at night. 1ts call notes are Gew, ond T !

Sweer's Accovyt.—* This species, when wild, gemerally
frequents commons, or places where furze-bushes grow, being
very fond of perching on them ; its head is flat, and the light
stroke over the eyes gives it a slight rescmblance to o frog, from
which the specific name is derived. Its song is not one of the
best; still, among other birds, it makes a |:h:t|a:in}_3r variety, It is
very easily taken in a trap baited with some liviog insect, and
soon gets fumiliar in a cage, where it will readily take to feed on
the bruised hemp-sced and bread, if a few ingecis arve stueck in it
at first; it is also very fond of raw lean meat, cut in small pieces,
or of the yolk of a boiled egg; it will feed on almost every kind
of ingect, and is pqmicula:Ty fond of small beetles, earwigs, and
butierfies.

* The bird I at present posscss, was caught in July 1821 ; it

* began singing about the middle of September, and continued all
Tram',rh the winter, singing the greater part of the day ; in apring
it sung very loud, beginning in the morning before daylight.
find it one of the tenderest specics that I have yet kept ; and I
have no doubt but the least frost gotling at it would cause its
death, a5 in cold weather it appears very melancholy, espeeially
of a morning, before & fire is made in the room ; but as soon s
the room begins to get warm, it enlivens, particularly if a fow
inseets be given it; and I believe it would sushsist but a ghort
time, if some wers nob given it frequently,

* Last summer, I procured o nest of young Redstarts, which
were placed in the aviary with the other birds ; ns soon as they
chirped for food, the Whinchat began to be agitated, and ox- |
amined them minutely ; after a time, it took to feed them, and
continued to do so till they were grown up. This species, and
the Bedstart, I find to be the most tender of any of the soris
that I have kept through the winter, but they may be managed
very well by keeping them in awnrm room in cold frosty weatlhar,
One that I possess at present is the most interesting bird T have;
it was taken from the nest last summer on Wandsworth Com.
mon, aud bred up by hand, by which means it became very tume
and bold ; when young, it was scized with the cramp, which 1
thaught might be oceasioned by the want of sand or gravel, as T

ﬁpm what they eat of that turns to lime, and forma or hur.

8 their bones. 1 accordingly mixed up some stones, about

the size of small shots, in its food, after it had not been able to

gtand for three or four daye: the first day I gave it him, he
became much stronger. nmiy could stand a little before night ;
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the next day it was quite well, and could jump up and down the
perches as if nothing ld ever ailed it, and 1t hos continued i
good health ever sinee, and is now as handsome o bird as n
bes it has been in fall soug ever since last October, singifi
nearly the whole day through, and very oflen at night ; its sang
is now very loud and very variable, as it haslearnt the sougs of
most of the other birds.”

168. Tus StoxecmAT,

Sylvin or Motacills Rubicola, Tax. Le Tragieel, Dur. Der Selicars-
kekige Steiuselimatzer, Becn.
Deseription—The Stonechat is four inches and a half in
length, of which the tail measures one inch and a half. The
benk is four lines long ; the feet black, and nine lines in heizht.
The iris is nut brown; the upper part of the body blackish
brown, cdged with reddish white; the rump white. The

cheeks and throat are black, the latter having a white stripe .

on each side. The breast is rusty red, inclining to white
the belly. The wing feathers ave dark-brown, edged with rusty
rod; and the hindmost coverts and pen feathers are whte,
from which arise white spots on the folded wings. The tail
foathers are blackish, edged with pale orange.

The plumage of the female is lighter ; the rump is brown-
ish: the throat white, spotted with black; the breast and
belly lighter than in the male.

Observations.—The Stoncchat is rarer than the species last
doseribed, but is found in all the monntainons diztriets of Ger-
. many. It is o bird of paseage; leawving us in September, and
returning ot the end of May. It resembles the Whinchat in
its habits, and feeds on flics and beetles.  In confinement it is
a very delicate bird, and must be fed with Nightingale's food,
Tt builds its mest in thick underwood, or a hole in a rock, anil
the female lays five greenish egzs. The young may be reared
on ants’ cors; but the old birds very rarely survive, if taken.
When confined in a cage, the Stonechat is a very quict.bind,
sitting on the same perch for o long time together.  Its song
resembles that of the Whitethroat, and its cull is Fied ! and
Leerk!

Sweer's Accoust.—" The present species, ns well as 8. R
Betre and 8. (Enanthe, have, with some other exotie species, been
formed into o cparate Eenua by most late authors, which has
been named Sericofs by BECHSTELN, and (Exanthe by ViEIL-
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. Lot ; but as the name Euanthe is already occupied with o genus
.;\tri' umbelliferous plants, BEcnsters's npme must, of course, be
ppted; we prefer giving them at present under Syleia, as
ereafter there will require to be several other penera separated
rom that genus, and the British species proposed by Me. Vicons,
to which it is to be limited, will consist of 8. Hippelais, 8. Tro-
chilus, and 8. Sylvicola,
 The birds of this species, when wild, are generally found on,
v or near, heaths and commons, frequenting the same pfuus as the
Winchat, but they are not so tender as that bird, 03 some of them
remain in this eountry all the winter. They are very variable in
their colours, scarcely any two to be seen exactly E.kr_-, some of
them being nearly all white, others having a large white patch
on the wings and by the side of the neck, while others have it
very slightly ; the brightness of their colour also varics consider-
ably in different birds, some of them being particularly hond.
BOMIE.
- *In confinement this species requires the some food and freat-
fe‘ni‘ns the Nightingale—bruised hemp seed and bread, mixed
up together into moist paste, and some fresh, raw, lean beef, ov
 mutton, eut in pieces small enough for them to swallow, iz to e
mixed with it, for I find they like the meat much better when
soaked in the bread and hemp seed, or if only soaked in clean
waier, than they do when not soaked at all ; besides this, I al-
wayz have an epg boiled quite hard every day ; it ia then cut in
two, and the yolk stirred up in cach half, and put into the cages,
80 that they may peck it out of the shell themselves : this 12 a
change of food for them which keeps them in health ; whercas,
if it was mixed up with other food, it would not do them half the
good ; one epp with the other food, is sulficient for twenty birds
for one day. Fél'he more insects the havilfivnn them, the better
will be their health, and the more they will sing ; they will feed
ona t many sorts, and when in o wild state they searcely eat
an lﬁﬁg besides ; I].I; sorts of flies, u‘-ll;;:tha, hutterllies, cmell:.
illars, maggota, woodlice, carwigs, grasshoppers, crickets, cock-
fm:hes, :rﬁg, or small beetles, they are very fond of, and nume-
rous other sorts, :
“ Tn eonfinement this bird will sing all through the winter, and
@ great part of the year ; it will also sing frequently by night as
f well as by day ; it has a very pretty an loud eong, and when in
. ‘confinement its song is continued for a good length of time, not
tinually broken off in short notes, like the wild ones,  If bred
up from llfc nest, I have no doubt but it would learn the notes
nFc-:her birds, or cven any tune that was played to it, as T be-
lieve will the greater part of this tribe, if a little pains be taken
Fr
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with them. I have at present a voung Winelnt, that was reared
by hand from the nest last sumnier, and now, in the middle e
December, it sings all du}‘\!m!g, and o great part of the nigh
singing the notez of the Whitethroat, Hedstart, and the femal
Willow Wren, and almost every other note that it hears. It ling
also learnt the song of the Missel Thrush, which it hears in the
garden near by ; and the Nightingale's jug, jug, jug, snd re-
peated it in five minutes after hearing the Nightingale sing, and
1t now sings it frequently, so that it is impossible to lmow which
of the two are sinring, without secing them. The sume treat-
ment is required for lgn-ediug those birds from the nest, ns I have
bave alr:.'[:?lj mentioned in treating of some of the other species ;
and afterwurds, to keep them in good health, give them as many
insects as possible, sunlli a5 the common maggots, small beetles,
cockroaches, erickets, grasshoppers, and almost all sorts of small
insects.”

Yarnerr observes, that * the Stone-chat is common in the
counties alng our southern coast, to the Irish Channel ; it ia

aleo n constant resident in the south, the west, and the noptd -

Ireland. It is observed constantly in Suffolk, Norfolk, York-]
shire. and Nortlumberland.” Mr. Secey observed it in Suther-
landzhire ; and Macornriveay includes it in his Calelogue of the
Birds of the Hebrides, and ealls it * the Blackheaded Bush Chat ;
it is also sometimes termed,” lie says, * the Stone Smith, Stone
Chatter, and Dlackytop.”

TAMEABLE WHEN OLB,

169. Tone ArrxE Wanoirn,

Aecentor Alpinus, Buew.  Motecills Alping, Lax. Faueette des Alpes,
Bur., Der dlpensanger, B,

Deseription.—This bird, which is abont the sizo of n Sky-
lurk, hns sometimes been classed with the Lavks, at others
with the Starlings, and ot others, aguin, with the Metaeilla.
It is about six inches and o half in length, of which the fail
measures almost three inches. The beak is six lines long,
somewhat compressed at the sides, and having the Upper man-,
dible dark brown, the lower orange yellow, The iris 15 vellow ;
the shanks light brown, and one inch in height. The heafl,
neck, and back, are very light or whitish grey ; the head and
neck being spotted with pale brown; the back with dark

L
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brown, and at the sides with rust-colonr. The throat is white
with dark brown spots, aud separated from the breast by a
ark brown line; the breast \1.']I1i1i:si1 grey : the sides of the
breast and belly, and underneath the wings, a beantiful brown-
ish red. The belly is greenish white, traversed by indistinet
dark grey wavy lines; the vent dark brown; the ‘small wing
coverts grey, with a precnish gloss.  The vent feathers, and
the two larger rows of coverts, ave brownish black tipped with
white, which produces two parallel rows of white spots on the
wings. The pen feathers are brownish grey, with a border of
lighter hue; the tail feathers dark brown, with cach a yellow
spot on the inner plume. The females and young birds are
mottled with dark brown on the breast and belly, and are also
darker on the back.
Obssreations.—The Alpine Warbler iz g notive of the less
lofty mountain ranges which, in Switzerland and South Ger-
“giltMLF, Tise at the foot of the Alps; and in the high cattle pas-
rures iz as common as the Skylark with us, In winter it
descends into the valleys, and is often canght in considerable
numbers near the barns and villages. It generally runs along
the ground, which it does as swiftly as the Wagtail, and rarely
perches upon trees.  In a wild state it eats various seeds nnd
| mscets; and in confinement may be fed on bread, ants' egpEs,
i crushed hemp, and poppy seeds.  In Switzerland it is usually
kept in a cage, and may be preserved alive for many vears. Ifs
song is agrecable, though somewhat melancholy ; and it is a
very lively bird, being*constantly in motion. = It builds its
uest on the ground, and in holes and crevices of the rocks,
AppiTioNAL.—Three specimens only of this bird, which is
sometimes called the Alpine Chanter, or Accenior, are reorded
to have been taken in this country : one in 1822, in the pardens
of King's College, Cambridge, where a pair of these birds, very
tame, were obzerved climbing the buttresses of the buildings,
and feeding on the grass plats; the second, in a garden on the
borders of Epping forest, deseribed in the Nuturalist's Magazine
for the year 1832 ; and the third, in 1833, in the gardens of the
Deanery, Wells, Somersetshire. Yannerr, from whom we gather
tho above particulars, says: “ This bird on the continent does not
j{:cqutmt bushes, nor perch on the branches of trees, like its sonerio
companion, the Hedge Accentor; but is almost always observed
to be on rocks, or on the ground, and is remarkable for its con-
stant tameness, either from confidence or want of intelligence,
rri
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being apparently regardless of man, The same eharacter was
noticed in the gpecimens both at Cambridge and at Wells, the
birds allowine nl_ysn:vrrs to approach ununu:!ll}' close to the
and when at length obliged to move, making very short flights
and always settling on some part of the nearest building, Th
resemblanee of the steeple-crowned stone edifices of Cambridee
and at the Deanery c-l'EWuUs. to the pointed snd clevated voe
of their own peculiar haunts, were supposed o have been
attraction in both the loealities referred to.”

170. Tue Coartox Piep WasTazn,

Motacifa Alba, Lixv. Lavandier, Buv. Die [Veisse Backsfelze, Been.
Description.—This well-known bird is seven iaches in length,
of which the tail measures three inches and a half. The beak :
is five lines long, llminter], and black; the iris is dark brown ; L
the shanks black, slender, and one inch in height. The top
of the head is blael ; the rest of the upper part of the body,
as well as the sides of the breast and the lesser wing coverts,
bluish ashen grey. The forchead, checks, and sides of the neek
are snowy white; the throat and the upper half of the breast
black ; the rest of the under part of the body white. The wings
are dork brown ; the coverts ond hinder pen feathers having a
brond margin of white, which produces & white siripe on the
folded wings. The tail feathers are black, with the exeception
of the outermost, which is almost wholly white, and the se-
cond is marked with a wedge-shaped white spot.

In the female the white hue of the %theeks and forchead is
not so pure; the top of the head is not so black, and the bor-
der of the wings is narrower and greyer than in the male. In |
gome cages, the head and back are the same colour.

Before the first moulting, the young have a very different
appearanee, so much o, that of them and the young of the ;
Yellow Wagtail, some naturalists have made a distinet species,
which they call * the Grey Wagtail " (Hotweilla Cinerea). The
upper part of the bedy is grey; the throat and belly dingy
white, and on the breast is a ercseent-shaped grey, or greyish
brown siripe. The wings have a whitish border. There are
also varictics of this bind; some entircly white, and othe
mottled, or speckled with white in a peculinr manner. 4

Hubitat.—The Wagtail is found near houses, in the open
country, in mountainous or woody districts, or wherover its
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iar food is abundant. It is o bird of passage, which, be-
tore departing, at the beginming of October, collects in grent
umbers, like the Swallows. It returns as soon as the first warm
ays of February or March entice from their holes the ilics,
which form its food, and the aguatic insects ave to be caught
in the brooks,

It may be confined in a eage, or allowed to range the room,
though in ecither ease plenty of sand must be provided, os it
is a dirty bird, and its excroment is both fluid and eopious.

Food.—When wild, it feeds on gnats, aquatic inscets, and
their larve, flies, and soch insects as teaze the eattle, round
which it moy often be seen flying. It also follows the plough,
in order to devour the insects which are turned up.

In the aviary it must ot first be fod on ants’ eggs, meal
worme, and ditferent inscets, but will soon become used to the
; universal paste, or will eat bread and meat. Ifkeptin a coge,

'\__’}Lﬂﬁ‘{ls the Nightingale's paste.

F Bresding—The Wagtail builds twice or thriee a year, in
all kinds of holes and erevices ; between stones, in hollow. trees,
under roofs, &c. Its nest is loosely composed of grass roots,
moss, hay, &c., and lined with hair, wool, and swine's bristles,
The female usually lays five or six bluish white eggs, spotied
with black. If the young ones be reared from the nest, they
become so tame, as to fy in and out of the aviary; and while
building their nest and breeding in it, will forage for their own
subsistence.

Diseases.—The discases to which the Wagtail is most Liable,
are diarrheen and atrophy, though this, as well as the two fol-
lowing species, may often be preserved alive for four years or
more.

Mode of Taking.—If snow should happen to full as late as
March, these birds may be taken by clearing a spot of ground,
and setting it with limed twigs, baited with meal worms, For
this purpose, a spot should be chosen which the bird has been
observed to frequent.

AAttractive Qualities.—The Wagtail is recommended to the

| amatour both by its lively disposition, which it expresses by
the well-known motion of its tail, and its song, which, Ihnn;,:ﬂ.
not loud, is varied, and lasts throughout the year. 1 always
keep a Wagtail in my aviary, and in the chorus of the Black-
cap, Bluethroat, Lark, and Linnet, it seems to take the alto
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part, It is also useful in destroying flics, for which its quick
rait and motions scem especially fitted.

ApprTioxan.—It appears that the bird commonly known as
the Pied, White, Black and White, Water, or Winter Wagtail,
or, as some suy, the Disliwasher, is not an identical species with
that which Becmsterx deseribes under the fivst of these names,
the Modacilla Afba of Lixx=xvs, although severnl naturalists
have soconsidered it. The following obscrvations by Govte upon
this disputed point, were first published in the Magazine of
Natural History for 1837 :—** While engaged on this tribe of
birds, during the course of my work on the Birds of Europe, I
was surprised to find that the sprightly Pied Wagtail, so abun-
dant in cur islands ot all seasons, could not be referred to any
described species ; and that it was equally as limitedin its habitat ;
for besides the British Islands, Norway and Sweden are the only

arts of Europe whenee I have been able to procure examples,
identical with our bird, whose place in the temperate portions of
Europe is supplied by a nearly allied, but distinct species, the
true M. Afba of Lixxers ; which, although abundant in Franee,
particularly in the neighbourhood of Culms, has never yet been
discovered on the opposite shores of Kent, or in any part of
England. As, therefore, our bird, which has always been consi-
dered as identical with the AL in!'E-a.dpmrea to be o distinet
species, I have named it after my friend, W. Yanneri, Esq., o3
a just tribute to his varied accomplishments ns o naturalist.”

Kxox, in his Ornithological Rombles, has written at consider-
£ble length on these birds ; we quote o portion of his necount :

“(On fine dry days in March, I have frequently seen Pied
Wagtails approaching the eoast, aided by a gentle breeze from
ihe south, the well-known call-note being distinctly audible under
such favourable circumstances from a considerable distence at
gen, even long before the birds themselves could be perceived.
The ficlds in the immediate neighbourbood, where but a short
time before scarcely an individual was to be found, are scon
tenanted by numbers of this species, and for several daya liwy
continne dropping on the beach in small parties.

 About the beginning of Beptember, nn carly riser visiting the -
ficlds in the neighbourhood of the coast, may observe them flying
invariably from west to east, parallel to the shore, and following
each other in constant succession. These Aights continue from

daylight until about ten in the forencon ; and it is a remarkablo 4
fuct, that so steadily do they pursue this course, and so perti b
cioug are they in adhering to it, that even a shot fired 4t an .

advancing parly, and the death of more than one individual, have
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foiled to induee the renminder to ly in a different divection; for
alter opening to the right and left, their ranks have again closed,
nd the progress towards the east has been resumed as before.”

171, Tae Guey Wasralr.
Matacille Boarula, Lax, Bergeroneffe Joune, Dor.  LDie Grauwe
Bachsteize, Brou.

Deseription—This beautiful bird is about the size of the
foregoing, being seven inches in length, of which the tail
measurcs nearly four inches. The beak is blasek; the iris
brown; the feet dark flesh colour, and nine lines high. The
whole upper part of the body, with the smaller wing coverts,
is dark groy, the hend being somewhat mottled with olive
green.  The ramp is grecnish vellow ; a white sfripe Tuns
above the cyes; another of the same colour passes from the
root of the beak to the neck ; and a black one from the root of
the beak to the eyes. The throat is black; the breast and
he lower part-of the body are exceedingly bright yellow.
The wings ure black ; the larger coverts white, the rest edged
with ashen grey. In the like manner the hindmost pen
feathers are white ab the root, and bordered with the same
colour, which produces three white lines upon the wings., The
tail iz long and black, but the outside feather is white, and the
aext to it only bordered with black.

The colours in the female ave altogether lighter; and the
throat is not black, but pale reddish yellow. Aales also, of
*from one to two years' old, have the black of the throat mottled

with white.

Habitat.—The Grey Wagtail is at home all over Europe.

It may frequently be met with, though always alone, in woody

and mountainous districts, watered by pebbly brooks, Itis o

bird of passage, refurning at the end of February or beginning

of March; though in mild winters, it has been known to
remain, taking up its abode near dunghills or warm springs,
In confinpment it must be placed in o Nightingale cage, and
treated like that bird; vet is it so delicate, as rarely to live
jabove two years, 8ven with the greatest care.
Fopd.—In a wild state, it feeds chiefly on ngnatic inscets.
~“Jn confinement, the old birds, which it is desired to tame,
must be fed at first on ants’ eggs and meal worms; thongh
they will in the end eat the universal paste, if picces of hard-
boiled ezg be mixed with it.
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Breeding—They breed fwice a year, and build by the water
side, in mill dylkes, heaps of stones, &e. The nest, which is
mare :':Ln‘l'u]i:r constructed than that of the Common Wagtail
is made of grass stalks and moss, lined with hair.  As 1.'::1'1:,‘ as
March, the female lays five or six white eggs, mottled with
flesh colour. The youngz birds may bo rearcd on ants' pmss,
and bread soaked in milk,

Mode of Taling.—This bird may be taken, by placing neross
or near streams which it frequents, poles, to which limed
twigs, baited with meal worms, ave attached.

Attractive Qualitics.—In general, this bird bears o strong
resemblance to the Common Wagtail, but it is handsomer, and
has a stronger voice.  Although its song consists only of two
notes, yet its clear round tones render it not unplensant.

ApmiTioy aL—By Macorrriveay, this bird is called the Grey
and Yellow Whagtail ; he describes it a8 a remarkably elegant
and beantiful species, not quite 2o rotund as the Pied Wagta:
which, howerer, it exceeds somewhat in length, the tail being
proportionally longer.  * The species,” ho says, * is permanently
resident in this country, although in most of the northern dis-
tricts it disappears in winter. Tt frequents the margins of
streams, pools, and lakes; and is generally distributed in the
lower and more cultivated parts.”

Mopie tells us, that * the Grey Wagtail leaves the southern
paris of the country Ein which it is called the Wenter Wagtail)
about February, or the ﬂ:ll‘ll‘ part of March, the cause which
changes the plumage appearing to operate simultancously ine
rompting the migration, as the sexcs resemble cach ofher as
l._.u;_r as they remain in the south. Many of them halt by the
upland stréams in the central and northern parts of England ;
but others pass into Scotland, where they penctraie io n consi-
derable distance north, although, as they keep to more retired
situations, they are not so often seen in proportion to their num-
bers as the Pied Wagtails, They are also more confined to the
elear sivenma in the open wastes, where they feed wpon water- |
flies, insects, and larve,

= * ® * . # ® »

“ It does not appear that they ever summer or nestle in the,
gomth ; and it is worlhy of remark, thet these indigenous water-
inseet-consuming birds retire northwards in summer, and leave
the waterz of the south and south-east to the aguatic warblers]
Those resident insectivora are suited fo the open air, and the
warblers to the shade; and, accordingly, they alternate with "
each other in the seaszons. The wearblers relire to elimates in
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% which they find shade in the winter ; and the resident birds be-
. tuke themselves to the north in the summer, where the deep
“Bhiade and the rank vegetation by the sides of the pools and streams
o not interfere with their pedestrian habits.”

I The following cut will show the difference in structure between
the foot of the Lark and Whagtail, the firat being adapted for
running upon or rising from the grass ; ‘and the latter from the
soft muddy banks or pebbly strands, where ihe bird to which

3 they belong finds its appropriate food and liabitation.

b 172. Tee Yrutow WaoTAIL.

Muotaciliz Flava, Lix. Bergeroneite de Prinfemps, Bor.  Die Gelbe
Bachatelze, Becu.
Deseription.—This bird, which resembles the female of the
preceding speeies, but has a shorter tail, 15 six inches and o
half in length, of which the tail measurcs two inches and a
half. The beak is blackish brown; the iris nut-brown; the
ghanks Llack, and ten lines in height. The upper part of the
body is reddish grey, with a strong tinge of olive green, which
| on the rump changes to Siskin green.  The head is rather grey
. than green; and a reddish white streak passes over the cyes.
{ The under part of the body is a fine yellow, and in old tards
sulphur colour, darker on the throat and breast, and lighter on
the belly and vent. The wings are dark brown, and, as well
as the larger coverts, cdged with reddish white, which pro-
duces two white streaks on the wings. The tail is black,
though the two external feathers are quite white, with the
exception of a black stripe on cach.

Tn the female the back iz more grey than green; the belly
and vent are not so fine a yellow ; the throat is whitish, and,

J\Bﬂ well ag the belly, spotted with orange,
1 have obtained from a fowler this spring a peculiar variety
of this bird. The upper part of the body was almost elate-
coloured ; the stripe over the cyes, and those seross the wings,
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heing a dirty white, and the under part of the body light red.
It is sfill alive, and by its zong hos shown itself’ to be o male.
Habitat.—This species of Wagtail is better known than 1
soding, as it is found in the cattle pastures in gll the leve

istricts of Europe. In September it colleets in large flocks
before . departing for o warmer climate, uttering meanwhile a
Ioud cry of Sipp, sipp! It returns about the end of March,
In confinement it may be treated like the Grey Wagtail, but
is not so delicate a bird.

Food, —When wild, its food consists of such inscets as gene-
rally fly about the eattle, In the aviary it may be treated like
the preceding species, though it thrives better 1f a little hard-
boiled egg, chopped small, be mixed with the fivst universal
paste.

Dreeding.—This bird builds twice a year on the banks of
streams, deserted mole-hills, or, like the Lark, among the corn
and grass. The nest is composed of an external layer of grass
stalks, lined with wool, and the female lays five or six greyistll
white ezzs, epotted and mottled with reddish grey. The young
birds, which are much lighter on the under part of the body
than the old ones, and bear o strong resemblance to the female,
may be reaved like those of the preceding species.

Mods of Taking.—The Yellow Wagtail is not an casy bird
to catch, and the surest plan is to sct limed twigs about the
nest. The plan mentioned for taking the Common Wagtail
is, however, sometimes suceessful,

Attractive Qualities.—These birds, of which I always 'km}p
several, aro worthy of a place in the aviary, on account both
of their beauty and of their song. They are particularly usc-
ful in desfroying flies, which they do in a peculior manner,
ereeping up on them with all the caution of a cat.

Anpittoxat.—It will be seen that Macornoiveay has applied
the term Yellow Wagtail to the preceding species ; the l:mcl;mm
deseribed by Beemsterx, the true Motacilla flave of Laxxxzus,
he calls the Blue-headed Wagtail or Quaketail, It is o rare bird
in this eouniry; the Common Yellow T‘r’u’gtnil of British orni-
thologiets, however, with which it was for a long time con-
founded, s plentiful enough; this, too, is a migratory bird,
arpving here townrds the end of March, and leaving in Se
tember. It has been proposed, for distinction sake, to namie this
bird Ray's Wagtail, sfier the naoturaiist who first deseribed
and ideniified it as o specics distinet from the continental bird ;

1
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and as Govro may fuirly claim the priority of discovery in the easo
of the more rare foreign visitant, it hos been argued that it should

il.  This naturalist places theas two species in a genus by them-

' ?eﬂh\{ Goven's Wagtail, or, a8 Maceinuviay has it, Quake-
L]

"

lres, which he terms Budyfes, calling the one B, Rayi, or
Green-headed Quaketail ; the other, B, Goeldi, or Blue-headed
naketail, the eolowr of the hend forming, ns he says, the main
distinetion between the two birds. Spring or Summer Wagtail,
Oatseed Dird, or Oatear, arc also terms applied to the first
nnmed, and in this country more familiar species, of which, it
appenrs, but little is known on the Continont. * This bied,"”
says Nevieee Woop, “ lus received its popular designadion, not
18 some suppose on account of its feeding on oats or any other
corn, for it 18 wholly insectivorous, bui beeanse those extensive
upland districts, which it frequents, are more favourable to the
growth of cats than to any other kinds of grain, and beeause,
moreover, it resorts to those corn-fields on its first arrival in
Britain.
g Though the Spring Oatear is not a typical Mofacilla, yet it
oes, nevertheless, wagr its tail ; it has not, however, go long a tail
to wag, and altogether shows a decided departure from the true
Wagtails. Almost every one who lives in the country must have
remarked that the tail is not merely waved up and down, but
that it is accompanied with a kind of lateral motion, or, at least,
that the tail is partially spread at the time of wagging, which
gives it a flitting, unsteady appearance.”

173. Tre Ox-rre, on Geearer Trruouvse.

Porus Major, Lix. Grosse Mésange ow Charbonnitre, Bur. Die
Kolhmeise, Deca.

Deseription—This well-known bird is about the size of the
Blackeap, being five inches and ten lines in length, of which
the tail measures two.inches and o half,  The beak, as in all
birds of this species, is conical, hard, sharp pointed, and not
gerrated ; the iris'is dark brown ; the feet lead colour, and nine
lines in height; the claws strong, and adapted to climbing.
The top of the head and the throat are bright black, and a
etripe of the same colour passes over the napeof the neck;
the checks and temples are white. The junction of the neck

%&d back is greenish yellow mixed with white; the back is a

cautiful olive green; the rump light grey; the breast and
belly yellowish green, divided down tho middli“l:ix o broad
black stripe. The vent is black in the middle, whito at
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tho sides; the thighs white, spotted with bleck; the sides
pale olive green.  The wing coverts are light brown ; the
larger ones being tipped with white, which produces o whilyg:
stripe on the folded wings. The pen foathers are blackish(;
the foremost, with the exception of the (wo first, being edged
on the upper side with light green, on the under with white,
and the hindmost having above a border of olive green, and
below of white. The tail is blackish, and somewhat forked :
the two centre feathers are tinged with light blue, and the ex-
ternal ones are white on the outer and part of the inner plume,
The rest are all edged with light blue, and the sccond is, in
addition, tipped with white.

The fomale is smoller; the black and yellow colours are less
bright, and the stripe on the breast is narrower, and does not
extend so far down the belly.  The lnst fact serves as o charae-
teristic by which we may distinguish the young males from
the females, which they very much resemble, o ey, i

Habitat.—The Ox-cyeis found throughout the Eastern hemi
gphere, and principally frequents mountains and districts which
are well wooded, and at the same time not deveid of cultivation.
It is not a bird of passage, though it colleets about October in
flocks, which migrate in search of food from one wood to
another.  This is the period at which the Ox-eye is most ex-
posed to the attempts of the fowler. In March the focks
acain separate into pairs, which begin to build and to propagate
their species.

In the aviary the Ox-eye may be kept in a large bell-shaped
wire cage, into which a round cavity of some kind is intro-
duced, to serve as a sleeping-place.  If allowed to range the
room with other birds, it should be abundontly supplied with
food ; as if, when pressed with hunger, it has onee killed soma
small bird, and eaten the brain, of which it iz exceedingly
fond, it becomes very ferocious. I have known of an instance
in which an Ox-eye attacked and killed a Quail. The assertion
of the bird-sellers that those Ox-eyes only which have forked
tails exhibit these earnivorous propensities, is not founded on
fact; thongh daily expericnee assures us that there is a con-

siderable difference of natural disposition between birds of the)

game specics,
Food —The Ox-eye feeds upon inscets, seeds, and berries,

" and destroys great numbers of bees, flies, gnats, grasshoppers,
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'\‘ moths, and caterpillars.  Like the Woodpecker, it climbs trees
in order to look for larvm, inscots' egzs, and woodliee undpr the
\!alﬁt In autumn and winter it eats vavious kinds of sced and
in, especially hemp seed, oats, beech mast, fruit kernels,
nuts, the sceds of coniferous trecs, and even carrion. It holds
its food botween its elaws, and tears it to pieces with its beak.
In confinement the Ox-eye eats whatever comes to table—
meat, bread, cheese, and vegetables, s well as lard; tallow,
filberts, and walnuts, and the universal paste; and if well
ottended to, is nota delieate bird. The better it is fed, the
more constant also is its song. It drinks a good deal, and is
fond of bathing. :
Breeding.—The Ox-eve builds its nest in the tops of hollow
trees, und often avails itself of the descrted habitations of the
Raven, Magpie, or Squirrel. It lays its eggs, which are cight
or ten in number, and white, with irregulor dark brown spots
f various forms and sizes, on an artfully composed layer of
moss, wool, and feathers. The young birds, which till the
first moulting are pale yellow on the under part of the body,
do not leave the nest Gl fall grown,
Disenses.—Those which are kept in a cage, and fed with
[ hemp seed, are often subject to giddiness, which may, however,
be cured by confinement in a very small square cage, only
allowing the bird to range the aviary. Both gout and decline
are also said to arise from the immoderate use of the same food.
With care they will live in confinement from cight to ten years.
Mode of Taking.—The capture of this bird, with others of
the same specics, is comsidered by fowlers to be the most
agreeable part of their profession. It is accomplished in several
ways; of which 1 shall, howover, subjoin only two. In spring
* and autumn the fowler repairs to orchards and other places
|, frequented by Tits, with a decoy-bird confined in o small square
: cage. The eage is placed upon the ground and surrounded by
Iimed twigs in an oblique position, when the Tits, attracted by
curiosity, or some other motive, fly to make acquaintance with
their new comrade, and are caught.  This mode is rendered all
the surer if o whistle, made of a goose’s log-bone, be used ;
5 this makes a louder sound than the natural call, and never
fails to attract all the Tits within hearing.
In winter, what is called the Tit-trap, baited with nuts,
oats, or lard, may be used. This is a small box, one foot in
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length, and eight inches in breadth and height; the walls of
which may be formed either of boards painted green, orof
elder eticks, fastened to uprights at the four corners.  In
latter case only the floor and cover of the trap need be solid b
and the cormer should open and shut on hinges of packthread!
A small stick is wvertically fixed in the maddle of the floor;
across the top of this lies onother, to ome end of which is
attached bhall o wolnut, and to the other o picee of lard ; the
whaole being surmounted by another verfieal stick, which holds
the lid of tho trap open at the height of three or four inches.
If the bird alights upon the eross sticlk, and begins to peck at
the bait, it brings down upon itself the cover of the trap, and
is caught. The trap may be placed in a tree, upon a layer of
oot straw, which serves to attract the bivds even from n con-
giderable distanee.  Like all Tits, the Ox-eye may frequently
be caught in the water-trap, especially between 7 and 9 A,
and 4 and § px.  In nutumn it is often taken in nooscs,
especially if baited with clder and service berrics. Thes¥
nooses should, however, be made of horse-hair, os the bird,
when it feels itself caught, will bite through those of any
other material.

Attractive Qualities.~These birds are recommended to the
amateur not only by their beauty, nctivity and cheerful dis-
position, but also by their varied and cxueﬂ'!in«%' melodious
song, which consists of the frequent repetition of the syllubles,
8i,—tzt,—da. 8i,—izt,—dn. St Stits, intermixed with
the double call, Fink, fink, Teifzeer. We may conclude that,
the Ox-eye, if reared from the nest, would not be wanting in
docility, from the fact that even old ones evince a readiness to
adopt the songs, and especially the call notes, of other birds.

1@1&5‘ are also often taught fo perform various triclks; as, for -
instance, to draw up their food and water by o choin ; to move
a eylinder, which appears to be worked by two miners; or to
hop after a nut suspended by o thread.

Apprtroxat.—The Great Titmonse, the Black-headed Tomuit,
the Blackeap, and the Ox-eye, are terms almost indiscriminately
applied to this bird, which, although by no means the ]nrg'eﬂ.ou&
ﬂpwu;, or Tit genus, is yet generally considered as the * chi
of ita clan,” as the Smtlhﬁ naturalist has it. This well-known
Epecics i8 VETY gcneml!f distributed throughout the woodod and
cultivated districts of England and Scotland; it is somewhat
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v rare, however, in the northern parts of the latter country. Tmour-
gox reports that it is indigenous to Ircland. We must eguient
rselves with o very short extract from Mupis's aecount of thia
ird ;=" The Great Tit hns a chattering rather than a singing
voice; but it has considerable flexibility of utternnce. As it
hunts in the trees, its chatter, though not loud, is barsh and
grating, resembling that which is pmaﬁmml by the filing of iron ;
but in the pairing time it has a note not very dissimilar to that of
the Chaffinch ; and the alternation of the note with the chatter,
?mke.f a sort of rude song, but thint song contiuves but a ghort
ime,

* The Great Titmounse," says Waire, * driven by stress of
wenther, much frequents houses; and in deep snows, T hive seen
this bird, while it hung with its back downwards (to my no small
delight and admiration), draw straws lengthwise from out the
caves of thatched houses, in order to pull out the flies that were
coneealed between them, and that im such numbers, that they

*. quite defaced the thatch, and pave it a ragged appearance.”

We will conclude our account of this bird, with a charae-
teristio little sketch from the letters of Rusticvs on the Nafural
History of Godalming :—* The next object of attention was o
Titmouse, of the large black-headed kind, swinging himself
about like o rope-dancer, and whistling out his sing-song just
like u fellow sharpening a saw, Tomy surprise, the gentleman
entered an old Magpie's nest, to which I bad paid frequent
friendly visits during the previous spring ; he immediately came
out arain, and jumped about, sharpening his saw s before.
Cwe might almost as well handle a hedgchog as a Mugpie's
nest; in this instanee, some cutlings of gooscherry bushes, ekil-

. fully interwoven inte an arch above it, rendered it rather more
untempting than usual. T was meditating how to commenco the
attagk, when anpther Tomtit flew out in a great choler, and
rated ot me as though I had already robbed her.  After a good
deal of trouble, during which the slender fir-top was swinging
about with me in the breeze, I succeeded in obtaining a peep
into the nest ; there was nest within nest; the cosiest, soltest,
warmest little nest, with eight delicately epeckled egprs, at the
bottom of the Magpie's more spacious habitation, I declined
meddling with them ; whether on account of the awkwardness of
my situption, or the intervening gooseberry bushes, or the

Euelt.j', I will not say."

174. Tnr Core Tir.
Farus Afer, Lix.  Petite Charbonniére, By, Die Tanenmeise, Becw,
Degeription.—The Cole Tit iz four inches and two lines in
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length, of which the tail measures one inch and three quarters.
The peak, which is three lines long, is black, lighter at the .
point ; the iris blackish brown; the feet cight lines high,
lead-coloured.  The top of the head and neck are black ; fro

the back of the head down the neck runs o broad white stripe ;
the cheeks, with the sides of the neck, are white, and form,
when the bird is perched, a three-cornered white spot.  The
back iz dark ashen blue; the rump o greenish ashen grey.
The throat, as fav as the upper part of the bresst, is black;
the last black feathers being tipped with white. The breast f
is white; the rest of the upper part of the body also white, ]
tinged with red. The smaller wing eoverts are like the back ;
the larger blackish, tipped with white, whenee arises n double
white stripe. The pen feathers are a brownish grey, bordered
with a whiter shade ; the tail feathers of the same colonr,

The female is with difficulty distinguished from the male.

The only difference is, that she is somewhat less black on-.tihﬁ.l i
breast, and less white on the side of the neck.

Habitat.—This Tit may be met with wherever there are
pine forests. In antumn, winter, and spring it may be some-
times seen in other woods and in gardens, but only during its
migrations. Large flocks pass in the winter, from cnc pins
forest to amother. It seems to like the company of the Gold-
crested Wren, which is alwaya found in its ﬂu:iﬁ, az well as
one or two of the Crested Tits, which serve as guides.

Tt is sometimes confined in a cage, but it is better when al-
lowed to have the run of the room among the other birds.

Food—In a state of nature, the Cole Tits cat insccts and
their eggs, and larve, as well as the seeds of all epecies of
pine and fir. As the snow and hoar frost during the winfer
frequently deprive them of sustenance, nature has taught them
to lay up in time of plenty a provision for the future, They
comeeal a stock of seeds under the rough bark of the fir trec,
t5 which they have recourse in mecessity. This instinet may
be noticed in these birds when in confinement, as they endca-
vour to hide their superflucus food in niches and crevices from
other birds, and sedulously visit their hoards, to be sure of thel
gafety. The Blue Tit and the Ox-eye manifest somewhat
this tendency, and often carry their food into a corner, but do
not hide it with as much care and forethought as the Cole Tits.
They are generally fed with the universal paste.

i T e S B A o = gmme
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Breeding.—The Cole Tit builds its nest of moss, lined with

hair and fur, in o deserted mole-hill, or mouse-hole: sometimes

der the overhanging edze of an old wheel rut, and occasion-

ally in a ereviceof a tree or wall. It lays, twice a year, six or

{ seven white eggs, spotted with light red. The young birds
{ resemble their parents, except that the black is paler.

Diseases.—The commonest disease mmong the Cole Tits is
decling, which may sometimes be prevented by giving them
fresh ants’ eggs, especially ut the period of moulting. T once
kept one six years, which was allowed to run shout the room ;
it became at last giddy and blind, and died of old age.

Mode of Taking.—This bird may be caught like the last
mentioned ; but being less shy, an even ensier method i= often
available, A limed twig is tied upon o pole, with which it is
frequently possible to touch and catch the bird as it is perched
upon the tree.  Its call is Teip-foen ! Like most Tits, it is a

. gdelicate bird, and often dies before inured to the food of the
1:11'1'.',1.:}'.

Atfractive Qualities.—It is an cngaging and amusing bird,
always in motion; bold, lively, never eeasing to hop and flut-
ter. Its song is o wumber of harsh, ringing, unconnected
notes, relieved by a clear, sonorous, T=if, fziff ! repeated twenty
mes I SUCCEsEI0.

Appirtoxar.—The Cole Tit, Coal Titmouse. This bird is the
smallest British species of the genns ; in form, as well 84 in colour,
it 1@ very similar to its congeners, from which, however, the
practical ornithologist may readily distinguish it.  In most, if
not all the counties of England, it is permanently resident, and,
according to Tmoxesox, s generally distributed over lreland ;
while Mgu:cm.mna? includes it among the birds found in the
neighbourhood of Edinburgh, and SeLny says that it is common,
and even abundant, in the woods and pine foreets of the north.
Nevitre Woon observes, that * the Cole Tit is &aid not to be so
plentiful in England s the Blue and Marsh Tita; but in Derby-
shire I think it i3 at least o8 common, While the Marsh Titis
busy exploring the low, swampy, recdy grounds, the present

j Bpecies romaing in the upland districts, exhibiting, at the

J\aume time, that inlity te thick woods and ::?ipaﬂa. which is

observable throughout the genus.  TIn these upland districts al-

mist any thick wood will suit it, but T have ever obsarved the

opk to be its favourite tree.  Either in plantations of young oaks,

or among isolated trees of u larger growth, it is almost sure to
@G
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heurt_:with, and also, but not eo commeonly, in pine and fir
woods.

Y.erecn says, “like the Blue Tit, this species is constantly i
motion, sometimes associated with Geld Crests and Lesser Ted-
poles, forming a small flock, and roving from tree Lo tree, in active |
search for those small inseets, and the seeds of various evergreens |
upon which they principally subsist. They appear to bear cold -
weather with indifference.

“This bird 15 at once distinguished from the Marsh Tit, by
the white pateh on the nape of the neck, and by the white spofa
in the wing coverts, which are always present, neither of which
are to be found in the Marsh Tit at any age.”

According 1o Hewrrzox, “when the Cole Tit breeds in the
ioles of trees, it is usunlly ot a less clevation than the other
gpecies, and sometimes even in cavities which occur amongst the
exposed roots.”

“The song of the Cole Tit,” observes Mooig, * iz not indeed
one of many notes, or of mellifluous inflexions—it is little else
than the same note repeated four or five times, but with so n*.'u_u:!h\r i
variety of pitch and tune, as to form a sort of cadence, which
would make a good variety anywhere, as it is shrill and clear.
The bird sings in the noontide heat, when meost birds, and
espeeially thoze of the open wastes, with which the haunts of
this species are interspersed, are usunl!g silent. While the Cole
Tit is singing away in the plantation of half grown pines, often
lieard, but seldom seen, the Marsh species may be seen flittin
about smong the long frarrant broom, which often grows thic
in the neighbourhood - but as the one ia heard while the other is
eeen, that eauzea them to be sometimes confounded.”

1756. Tue Brve Tir, or Tox Trr.

Paoruy Coruleus, Lix.  Mesange Blewe, Bur.  Die Blanoeize, Bucu.

Deseription.—This very pretty bird is four inches and a half
long, of which the tail messures two inches. The beak is
three lines long, blackish except ot the edges and point, which
are white; the iris is dark brown ; the feet lead colour, and
cight lines in height. The forchead and cheeks are white
and a white stripe passes from the forchead over the eyes, and
encireles the top of the head, which is & beantiful blus. A
black siripe rans between the eyes: the throat is black; and
between it and the neck is a dark blue stripe, which surrounds
the head.  There is a white spot on the nape of the neck; and
the back is light Siskin greem, the feathers being of o more
gilky texture than in most birds of this genuws, The under

L]
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part of the body 1 light yellow, with the exception of a lon-
gitudinal light blue stripe which arises from the middlo of the

reast, and passes between the legs. The wing coverts are
fight blue, the larger ones being tipped with white: the tail is
azure blue.

The female is somewhat smaller : the stripes on the hend
are not 2o distinet: the blue of the plumage is tinged with
ashen grey, and the stripe on the belly is hardly pereeptible.

Habitat.—The Tom Tit frequents oak and beech woods,
though in autumn and winter, when migrating in great num-
bers in search of food, it may often be seen in gardens. In
confinement, it may, like the Ox-eye, be ollowed to ramge
the room, asits plumage is thus seen to the best advantage, and
at night may be driven into a cage or other appointed sleeping
place. It is as quarrelsome and malicious as the Ox-eye—but,
though much addicted to teazing its companions, is not strong
aolgh to inflict any serions injury upon them.

Food —In a wild state the TomTit eats insects and their eggs;
and in autumn, berries. In confinement, it may be treated
like the Ox-eye; and if fod, when first caught, with a little
crushed hemp seed, soon becomes accustomed to the food of
the aviary. It is very fond of bathing.

Hireeding—It builds its nest in the hollow branches of lofty
trees, lining the hole which it selects for the purpose, with
moss, hair, and feathers. The female lays eight or ten reddish
§ white eggs, mottled and spotted with brown ; and the young
' birds resemble the parents, except that the colours of their
plumage are not so bright.

J-J Diseases.—The majority of those which are caught in winter

i die, after a few days of confinement, of dizziness, which in-

capacitates them for finding their food.

! Mide of Taking.—The Tom Tit may be caught in the same
| manner as the Ox-eye.

| Attractive Qualities—These are chiefly its beauty and lively

tlisposition, as ifs song consists only of o few indistinet and

t very melodious passages, in which a few higher notes may

ﬂecmiunally be distinguished. It soon becomes tame, and

ives for two or three years, :

; AppirioNaL.—This bird has with us a great variety of names,

guch as the Blue Titmouse, B]uu—mp,‘ Blue-bonnet, Tom-tit,

Hick-wall, Billy-biter, Ox-eye, &e. It is perhaps the most com.
aga 2
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wen zpecies of its genus, and may be met with olmost every
where ; a truly beautiful and lively bird, frequenting mostly sma
woods, orchards, and gardens. ' In Dritain,” soys NEvILLE
Woon, “wherever there aro honses or farms, there our lively
and elegnnt little eompanion, the Blae T, is sure to be also, and
that, too, in great abundanes, notwithstending the strenuous
eflorts of ignorance, seconded by ernelty, which have for conturies
been dirceted, without the slightest cause, to the destruction of
one of the liveliest of the feathered race, and one of the most
useful. Its movements are inconeeivably rapid and olegant, and,
except when nipped by a severe frost, it is in constant motion, con-
tinually secking its minute insect prey on the barks and branches
of trees, in the manner of the Warblers and Gold-crested Kinglet,
often clinging to the sprays with the head downwards. It holds
with the greatest ease on the smooth trunks of trees, and also on
walls and window fromes, where it frequently seeks its inscet
foad.”

The eges found in the nest of this bird are said to be sometimes
very numerous; PEXXa¥T mentions from twelve to fourtecn;
Mu. Hevsmasx has found the latter number ; and Mz, Hewrr-
go% records an instanee in which the nest contained as many as
eighteen ; from eight to ten, however, ps stated by BecmsTEms,
appears to be the more common number.  The Blue Titis o very
spirited bird, and defends its nest and eggs against all enemics,
with great eourage and perseverance, as is well known to birds'
nesting boys, who have given it the name of Billy Biter, from
its sharp impressions upen their intruding fingers.  When her
home and progeny are attacked, the mother bird pufls out her
feathers, and hisses like an angry kitten. T was lately execed-
ingly pleased,” saya Kxarp, “in witnessing the maternal care
and intelligenee of this bird ; for the poor thing had its young ones
in the hiole of a wall, and the nest had been nearly all drown oub
of the erevice, by the paw of a eat, and part of the brood de-
voured. In revisiting ita family, the bird discovered a porlion of
it remaining, though wrapped up and hidden in the tangled moss
and feathers of their bed, and it then drew the whole of the nest
into the place from whenee it had been taken, unravelled and re-
acttled the remaining little ones, fed them with the nsual attenticn,
and finally suceceded in rearing them. The parents of even this
reduced family laboured with great perseverance to supply theis?
wants, bringing them a grub, eaterpillar, or other insect, at in-| .
tervals of less than o minute during the day."” e
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176. Tne Maimem Trr.

Jarns Palustris, Lix.  Mesange de Marais, ou Nonelfe de Condree, Bur.
e Sunepifurcize, Becw.

Dezeription.—The Marsh Tit is four inches and a quarter
in length, of which the tail measures two inches. The beak
is four lincs long, and black ; the feet lead coloured, ond five
lines in height. The top of the head is black: the cheeks
and temples white; the throat black.  The upper part of the
body is brownish grev; the under part dirly white, tinged
with rod at the sides and vent. The wings and tail are
blackish grey, edged with reddish white.

In the female, the black on the throat is hardly perceptible.

Alabifaf.—This bird frequents gardens and groves through-
out the year: but in winter, colleets in flocks, which wander
from place to place in search of food. 1In confinement, it may
be allowed the free range of the aviary. It is a delicate bird,
aiid when first canght requires considerable attention.

Food.—In awild state, it cats seeds, inscets, ana elderberries,
In the aviary it may be treated like other Tits; and may be
brought to cat the universal paste, by means of ants' eggs or
elderberries.  The szeeds of the sunflower will answer the
same purpose ; and this food is said to have a favourable effect
on the bird’s longevity. Tt is also fond of cats, and hemp seed.

Breeding.—The Marsh Tit builds its nest in hollow trees, of
moss and grass, lined with hair and feathers, The female lays
ten ortwelvecges, which area rusty white, spotted with orange,

Aode of Tuling—In winter, this bird may casily be taken
in the Tit trap, if baited with nut kernels and oats. A still
surcr method is to fix limed twigs on the sunflower blossoms :
which, if growing in a garden not frequented by these binds,
may 'tr:u.- carried to some place where they have been often ob-
sCFved.

Attractive Qualities—The Marsh Tit is a handsome bird ;
and its song, though weak, is agrecable. It is rendered some-
pwhat remarkable by the syllables desy deay, hitzi, itz, dltz,

| / which also form its call-notes in the pairing scason, [ have
never been able to keep one of these birds longer than two or
hree years.

Aopitioxar.—The Black-headed Tom Tit and the Marsh Tit-
mouse are names by which this bird is commonly known; the
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species, although plentiful in many localities, iz not so generally
distributed as those alroady described.  With us they frequent
mostly low tracts of swampy land, marshes, and moist meadows,
where there are plenty of old willows und alders, and low thickets]
amid which they love to breed and nestle, visiting oceasionally
orchardz, and gardens, and coltivated trocts, in seareh of insect
food. These birds, like the other members of the Tit family, re-
main_in this country throughout the year; they are selive and
sprightly birds, constantly flitting from place to place, feeding on
inzects in their various stazes, not exeopting bees, and occasionally
on seeds, being very partial to those of the sunflower and thistle.
SeLpt says that they will eat stale flesh. Their call note is o
single sharp clirp, like that of the other Tits, from which their
voice is only to be distinguished, says Yanreur, when they put
forth a rapid succession of notes, more remarkable for chatfering
gaiety than quality of tone. MoxTAGUE states, that he has seen
this bird excavating the decayed part of the willow, earrying the
Ehltg in itz bill to some distance, always working downwards, and
making the bottom, for the reception of the nest, larger than the
entrance, The pest, according to thiz authority, is composed of
moss and thistledown ; sometimes a little wool ; and lined with the
down of the thisile,

TAMEABLE ONLY WHEX YOUNG.
197. Tue CexstEn TriT.

FParux Crivtatus; Liw., Mesange Huppie, Buy, Die Hanbenmeise, Bremn,

Dheseription.—This bird, which is about the sizo of the fore-
going, is four inches and a half in length, of which the tail
measures one inch and ene-third. The benk is four lines long,
and black; the feet lead-coloured, and seven lines in height.
The head is surmounted by a pointed*crest, almost one inch in
height, which consistz of black feathers, edged with white, and
of progressively greater lengths.  The forchead is motiled with
black and white; the checks are light grey, edged with black
below and behind, A broad reddish-white stripe runs from
the corner of the beak to the nape of the neck; the throat is
black, and the neck surrounded by a black collar. The back
i3 reddish grey; the breast amd belly whitish; the sides in-
clining tored; the wings and tail greyish brown. The fomale =
may be distinguished from the male, by the fact that its crest
is mot so high, nor the black of the throat so bright.
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Habitat.—The Crested Tit, which js hardly eo common s

the specics already enumerated, frequents woods of coniferous
recs, and secms to prefer spots where the juniper tree abounds,

It is a shy bind, concealing itself deep in the underwood. In
confinement, it may be treated like the T'om Tit, though o much
more delicate bird, and far less easy to tame,

Food —In & wild state, its feod is the samo as that of the
Ox-cye, It will soon become accustomed to the food of the
aviary, if kept for a fow days on ants' egzs and meal worms.

Breeding.—1It builds its nest, which s like that of the Ox-
eye, in hollow trees, between stones, or in the deserted habita-
tions of other and larger birds. The female lays from six to
ten snowy white eggs, marked with numerous indistinet blood-
coloured spots. The young birds, if taken from the nest, may
b reared on chopped meal worms ond onts’ eggs ; but the best
plan is to take the old ones with their brood, which, if' sup-
plied with ants’ eges, they will continue to feed and tend.

Asde of Taking.—The Crested Tit may be taken'in the same
manner as the Ox-cye.

Attractive Qualities—This is a pretty bird, but its song is
weak, and presents nothing werthy of notice. Its call is

Goerrkee !

Avpitiosat.—But few specimens of this bird have been ob-
tained in Great Britain, and these only in the northern parts.
Cor. MoxTicre, in his Oraithological Dictionary, says : * It ia
not uncommon in the large tracts of pines in the north of Scot-
land, particularly in the forest of Glenmoor, the property of the
Duke of Gordon,” Sin Wintiay Janmxe, in o note to SELpY's
Lritish Oraithology, states that it anoually breeds in some plan-
tations not far distant from Glasgow, and elsewlere states, that
bie had received the nest"of this speeies taken from some hollow
tree, and that the inside lining was composed of the scales and
cast-off exuvin of snakes. Jonx Warcor, Eag., in the second
volume of bis Sypropeiz of British Birds, and Dr, Latmay, in the
gecond supplementary volume to his General Synopsis, also report
i that they have heard of the species being plentiful in some parts
i of Beotland. Maicoiruiveay bas never seen the bird alive, nor

Mupig, although the latter piaies that he has been mueh in theso
orthern forests, which it is said to inhabit,
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178. " Tur Beanoeo Trir.

Parus Bigrmices, Lix, Mesange Barbue on Movstache, Bur, Die
Bartmeize, Bron.

Deseripfion.—This handsome bird, which is about the sizo
of the Ox-eye, mensures six inches and o half in length, and
ten inches und a quarter from tip to tip of the expanded wings.
The beak is four lines long, and somewhat enrved at the point,
in colour orange, and surrounded by black bristles. The fore-
head is vellow; the feet black, and one inch in height, The
head iz light grey; and beneath the eye is o conical tuft of
black feathers, almost like a moustache, from which the hird
derives its name.  The nape of the neek and upper part of the
baek are orange; the throat is white; the reast Hesh-colour ;
the belly, sides, and thighs, like the back, but of a somewhat
lighter shade ; the vent black. The tail is three inches amd
three guarters in length, wedge-shaped, and orange.  The
onter feather is darker at the root, and almost white at the
point, and the third is also tipped with white.

The female may be distinguished from the male by the ab-
genee of the moustache. The top of the head is rusty red,
spotted with black; and the vent feathers are of the same eo-
lour as the breast and belly.

IHabitat.—The Bearded Tit is a native of Germany, and is
found in the neishbourhood of lakes and marshes, or, indecd,
wherever there is on abundance of reeds and rushes. It iz
rarcly seen in snmmer, at which sesson it refreats, in pairs,
into the depths of the morasses; but in winter it assembles in
small flocks, which scour the open counfry in search of food.

In confinement, it may be allowed either to range the room, or
may be kept in a large cage .

Food —1t cats various kinds of inseets, especinlly the aquatic
gpecics, and the seeds of the common tush (_Arundo Dhrag-
miifes, Lix.) When first caught, it should be fed on poppy-
goed, ants’ epes, and meal worms ; but is afterwards content
with crushed hemp seed, and the usual food of the aviary, ‘L

DBreeding.—0n this head we have but Little information to
offer. The nest of the Bearded Tit is fixed among the repd-
stalks ; is purse-shaped, and ecomposed of grass-stalks and
vegetable wool.  The eggs, which are pale red, with spots of
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various eolours, are four or five in number.  The young birds
ghould be taken out of the nest when newly fledged, and reaved
1 ants’ eges and chopped meal worms.
Made of Tuking.—This is not an easy bird to catch; though
fishormen and {owlers sometimes observe the spots which it
frequents, and st limed twigs for it

Attractice Qualitics—These are chiefly its beauty, elegance
of formy, and lively disposition. Some of the notea in the song
of the male deserve to be compared with those of the Tom 'Tit.

Apmitioxat.—This bird has been suwmtod from the genus
Parus 'I}:r Dr. Lescw, in his S_.:,rs..’r_.l.uu.".lr- C':ifﬂfugﬂc, and dis-
tinguished by the generic title Calamophilus, in reference to its
partinlity for those marshy and fenny distriets in which reeds
grow most lusuriantly. It does not appesr to have ever been a
very rare bird in this country, yet from the soft and almost
insceessible nature of the places which it mostly frequents, but
ntle comparatively was known of its habits, until recent con-
tributions to the various periodicals devoted to natural history,
served to place them in a clearer light, A writer in Loudon's
Mugazine, o fow years since, stuted ** that after a elose search, he
bad discovered a flock of eight or ten of these beautiful little
ereatures on the wing. in o large picce of recds, below Barking
Creck, in Essex. They were just topping the reeds in their
flight, and uttering in full chorus their sweetly musical note ; it
may be compared to the music of very sma | eymbalg, iz elear
and ringing, though soft, and corresponds well with the delicacy
and beauty of the form and colour of the birds. Several flocks
were seen during the morning.  Their flight was short and low,
only suflicient to clear the reeds, on the seedy tops of which they
alight to feed, anging, like most of their tribe, with the head or
back downwards. If disturbed, they immcdintel}' descend by
runnine, or rather by dropping.  The movement i& rapid along
the stalk to the bottom, where they ereep and flit, perfectly con-
cealed from view by the closenesa of the covert, and the resen-
bling tints of their plumage.”

MicornLrviay calls this bird the Bearded Pinnock; he says
it i also known nsthe Least Butcher Bird ; according to Muwie,
/it ought to be called the Bearded Reed Bird.

i 179, Tue Loxe-Taren Trr.

Pawris Candaies, Lix,

In the same genus with the preceding speeies, Dr. Luaca
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places the Long-tailed Tit, of which bird Becustrix makes no
mention.  As, however, it is with us a common species, and
es capable of domestication as cither of the other Tils, an
morcover, an extremely beautiful and interesting bird ; wo
think it ought to be included here. Macoinirvrar makes it
the only British type of a scparate genuns, which he ealls 1fe-
cisfitra, or Mufilin, and gives the following distinetive marks—
“ Tail very long, plumage extremely soft and tufty; head,
throat, and breast white; a broad band over the eye; the
nape and the back, black; seapulars reddish, tail black, the
three lateral feathers on each side externally white. Young,
duller, without red on the seapulars.

“ This singular-looking bird, the most diminutive of our
British speeics, exeept the Kinglets, is gencrally distributed
in the wooded and cultivated distriets. Its habits are similar
to those of the Tits, with which it cceasionally nssociates; but
it differs from them in attaching to the bronches its nest, whis
is of an oblong form, composed of moss and lichens, lined with
feathers, and having a small aperture near the top.  The eges
are numerous, from gix to seven twelfths long, and about five
twelfths in breadth ; white, generally marked with numerous
fuint red dots at the larger end. I have seen a nest, in which
were sixteen young ones.”

The Long-tailed Mufflin is the name by which this anthor
distinguishes the bird : it has also several popular local titles,
such as the Long-tailed Mag, Huck-muck, Poke-pudding,
Mum-ruffin, Bottle Tom, Bottle Tit, the two last having
reference to the shape of its nest, which is indeed o curious
and elaborate structure, bearing some rude resemblance ton
bottle in shape. Resxwie calls it *the most artfilly con-
structed nest of any of our British birds," and quotes the
descriptions given of it by Dermay and Arorovawer, which
in the main appear to be correct.

According to Neviene Woon, this species, unlike most of
the other British Tits, is entirely inscctivorous, being never
ohserved to feed on carrion of any kind. It seeks its insect
prey among the branches and foliage of trees, with the same |
asaiduity as its congeners, hanging on the under sides of thi .
twigs, and frequently running up and down on the branches J
in the eame manner as the Gold-Crested Kinglet. Sometimes
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it associates with the Dlue and Coal Tits, but is more com-
monly observed in Hocks of twelve or fourteen, probably
constituting the family party. Iis flight, though never con-
tinued for any length of time, is straight and rapid.

Dr, Livexroor reports that he has often endeavoured to
preserve this bird in confinement, but without emecess. A
puir of old birds which he once caught in a trap-cage, were
extremely shy and obstreperous, and would cat nothing but
insects; and us sufficient of this kind of food could not be
procurcd for them, they soon died. IMe had no better sucoess
with individuals taken from the nest. i

: VII. DOVES®

W Tue beak in this species is thinand straight, with theexception
of a slight curvature at the point; covered with 4 membrane,
and somewhat swollen at the base. The shanks are short,
and the toes divided to their origin.  Doves subsist chiefly on
grain and seeds; though some of the wild varietics eat bil-
berries also. They produce only two young ones in every
brood, which they feed with seeds softened in their own crop.
They were formerly classed either with passerine birds or
poultry; but they have so many distinpuishing eharacteristics,
as to make it advisable to range them in a separate order. All
the species which I shall mention are indigenous, and may be
tamed g‘t any age.

ApprrioNat.—According to the Quinary systom, the Doves
form the first family group of Order 111, Rasorer, or Scratchors.
Covier places them among the Gallinaceous tribes, to which
they certainly belong ; Tearumver makes them compose his ninth
order, Columbe; and Macotouiveay his eleventh order, to which
he p“us the distinetive title of Gemitrices, or Cooers,  * These

being,” he says, * the only single family of Columbing in this
order, the characters of the family and order are the snme.  The
i variations in the form of the wings and tail, as well as other
- gircumstances, give risedo a number of generie distinctions. The

* Tanuben, Beci.  Colunthe,
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four species which ocenr in Britain belong to the genns Columba.
A solitary individual of an American species hiag also been ad-
duced, belonging 1o the genus FEeotopistes.”

This is the T.-Dh;:n!n'lh'd Pussenger Pigeon (Ecfopister Afi-
gratoria), of which the only specimen obtained in this country
was deseribed by Dr. Fresu¥e in his History of British Aunimels,
OF the Columbine birds Mupie observes, * that they bave in all
ages elaimed much of the attention of mankind ; and the poets
have chosen them as the type of ol that is gentle, amiable, and
affectionate. The mournful sound of their voices, the sttachment
of the pair to each other, and to their young ; the form, gloss, and
colour of thesbirds, and the evolutions which they perform on
the wing, all give them an interest to the lover of nature; while
the rapid rate at which they breed, and the flavour of their fesh,
have made them of consideration in an economical point of view.
They are, however, very voracious feeders, and while the ripe !
grain and pulse are in the ground, probably destroy more than
they are worth ; but at other seasons they are not without their
uses, :

“Thecharacteristies of theorder are: the bill of mederatelength, W
covered at the base with a membrane, in which the nostrils are
pierced, and the upper mandible eurved af the point; the tail
containing twelve feathers, and the feet having three toes before
and one behind, free their whole length, and all articulated to the
extremity of the tarsus, so that they are equally adapted for
walking on the ground, for perching, or supporting the bird on
1ufts of vegetation, of which it eats the seed.”

180. Tne Srock Dove.
Columba (Eras, Lix. Le Bizef, Bur. Die Hol:fanbe, Becn.

Drescription.—The Stock Dove is thirteen inches indength,
and about thesize of the common Pigeon. The beak, which
i3 somewhat corved at the point, is whitish, exeept in summer,
when it changes to a pale red; that portion of it, however,
round the nostrils iz orange. The iris is brown: the feet
blood red. The head, as far as the middle of the negk, is
bluish grey: the middle and lower part of the neck dove
colour: the breast is reddish grey, with a bright purple gloss
upon it : the rest of the under }puﬁ. of the body light groy. ‘L
The upper part of the back, with the wing coverts and scapulars, -
are grey, the latter being also tinged with red: the middle of
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the back, rump, and larger wing coverts light grey. The
pen feathers l-ll:n'ki!-h. some having also o border of light
rrey.  The eentre pen feathers ave tipped with black, and the
larger wing coverts are spotted with black on the middle of
the outer plume, swhich produces two large black spots on
the wings. The half of the tail nearcst the root is a beau-
tiful grey; but becomes gradually darker, o that the tip is
quite black.

In the female, the green colour on the neck and the purple
of the breast are not so distinet: and the general hue of the
plumage is more of o dingy bluizh grey thon in the male.

Were it not for our accurate kmowledee of the Wild Pizeon
{ Colwmba domestion fera), one might suppose the Btock Dove
to be the original parent of the numerous varieties of Tame
Pigcons: as it bears a considerable resemblance to them in
colour and size ; chooscs similar situations for its nest: often
'« bceompanies them to the dovecot, where it remains with them
I‘Ihn:-!rzfihwl the winter; and pairs with them either in the

furm vurd or aviary.

Tabitat.—The Stock Dove frequents mountainous districts,
if well covered with trees, and seems to prefer the bases
rather than the summits of a mountain chain, as being less
remofe from the open country where it secks its food. It
is generally found in woods, in which conifirous are mixed
with other trees. It is a sociable bird, departing in large
flocks about October, and returning in the beginming of
March, or, if the scason be mild, as carly os the end of
Febroary.

In country places the Stock Dove is often made an inmate
of the House: and if taken young, or reared {rom ezgs which
bave been hatehed by the domestic Pigeon, may be kept in
the dovecot. In winter, however, it requires considerable
warmih.

Flod.—The food of the Stock Dove, like that of the domestic

' Tigean, consists of various kinds of grain, as well as peas,
lentils, vetches, linseed, pine and fiv seeds, &e.  Tiis especially
j fond of hempseed. It rarely lives more than five or six years
in confinement.
Breeding. —The Stock Dove builds its nest in hollow trees, or
crevices of rocks, amd produces two broods in a year. The
l eggs are white, and are hatched without difficulty by the
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domestic Pigeon. If the young ones, thus reared, be pre-
vented from migrating in the autumn, they will pair in the
spring with the Pigeons, and produce very handsome mule
Of these bastard browds, however, it is very rare that both
birds are reared.

dode of Taking.—This, like the two following species, may
be easily taken at the salt-licks provided for the deer, by means
of a elap net, which the fowler must be ready to throw over
them when they perch.  Between twelve and one o'clock, and
occasionally after sunzet, they may be taken in the water trap;
but are very cantious in their approach to it.
. <Attractive Qualities—The beanty, affectionate disposition,
and agrceable cooing notes of this bird, arc sufficient to give it
a place in any aviary.

App1TIoFAL. — Macsroniveay terms this the Blue-backed
Dove, and says that the above name was given to it at a time .
when it was balieved to be the origin of Uhe domestic races, and
identical with the Rock Dove, which will presently be dﬂﬂrihf\d_'
and to which in form, size, and genernl appearance, it is vory
gimilar. TEaMixck, it seoma, was the first naturalist whe clearly
distinguished and scparated the two species.  The one which we
have now to notice is sometimes called the Wood Dove.  Mubig
obzerves, that * this is a smaller species than the Ring Dove, and
in England it is rare, excepting in the midland counties. The
southern parts of Europe are its principal haunts; but it s a
roaming bird, and migrates in large flocks. It is a percher, and
always nestles in holes of trees, or in tall bushes, which might
hiave convinced authors that it could not well be the parent stock -
of those numerons varieties which live in Pigeon holes, and never
perch or build in trees, though the Pigeon houses are in the
middle of woods. If the domestic Pigeon had been derived from
the Stock Dove, (or the ‘Bush Dove,” ns it i3 sometimes called with
more propriety), we should certainly have found it resting upon, or
moamng its note from the trees of the garden, rather than the
roof of the house, The only note of the Stock Dove is a hollow

nt. The same pair builds for {1@1'3 in the pame place. This
ird Las no white on the ramp, no bars on the wings ; itis thicker '..
at the shoulders and on the breast than the domestic Pigeon.
The legs and feet are mot 80 strong, the former are not so much |
feathered, and the claws are not so well armed on their undcp*
gides with pads and tubereles.” -

Yanrerl observes, that “ the Stock Dove is perfectly distines  *
from the Tock Dove, as ita localities, habits, voice, an ]i_}um.ngn
will sufficiently demomstrate. It was called enus by Hay, on
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account of the vinous elaret colour of the plumame of the neck;
and Stock Dove, not because i€ wos by some considered to be the
irin of our domestic stoek, but because it builds on the stocks
trees, particularly such as have been beaded down, and Lave
me in consequence rugged and bushy at the top. In the
en eounties of Suffolk and Norfoll, this specics frequent]
akes its nest in holes'in the ground, generally selecting a rabbit's
Jburrow for the purpose.” Mge. Jewvxs says “the Stock Dove
" inhabits woods with the Ring Dove, but is less plentiful and
more local ; not uneommon in some of the midland and castern
counties, where it remains the whole year,  Builds in the hollow
«of pollard trees, and lays two eges ; “does not coo like the Ring
Dove, but utters a hollow rumbling note, heard at intervals
throughout the spring and summer months’, flocks with the
Ring Dove in winter, and supports itself in the same manner."

181. Tre Rrxe Dove.
- Columba Palembus, Lix, Le Ramier, Bur. Die Ringeligube, Becn,

¥ Deseription.—This bird, which is seventeen inches and a
half in length, and the largest of our European Wild Pigeons,
15 supposed by some naturulists to be the original of our large
domestie Pigeons. Tt is, however, not so easy to tame as the
Stock Dove : scems not to like the company of House Pigeons,
and will not build, like them, in holes provided for the purpose,
but prefers to choose its own position for & nest.

The beak is reddish white ; the iris whitish yellow; the feet
reddish. The head and the throat are dark ashen grey; the
front of the neck and the breast grey, inclining to purple ; the
side snd back of the neck beautifully iridescent. A

* crescent-shaped white epot adorns the side of the neck near the
; baze, but does not quite surround it. The belly, vent, and

thighs, ave whitish grey ; the plumage of the side lizht ashen
1 grey; the top of the back, shoulders, and small wing coverts

greyish brown ; the rump ashen grey.  The coverts of the first
row of pen feathers are black; the first great wing coverts

{ white, which occasions a white spot on the wings. The
remaining coverts are ashen grey; the tail feathers grey,
reradually inclining to black towards the end.

i 4. Habitat—This Pigeon inhabits the temperate zone of Burope
and Asia, and is therefore common in the woods of Germany.
It is a bird of passage, departing in small flocks in the beginning
of October, and returning in or after the middle of March, but
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always some weeks before the Stock Dove,  In harvest fime it
may be noticed in groves near the corn fields.

Fiod,—TIt feeds on all sorts of corn, as well as legumin
epeds, and bilberries. When confined, it must be fed ut first o
wheat, afterwards on all sorts of prain, execept oats. 1t is
however, impossible to preserve it long,

Breeding. —The nest 35 built in high trecs, and made of drie
branches in so clumsy o manner, as to be often Blown down by
the wind. The female has two broods o year, and lays each
time two large white eges. I1 the epes be put under a domesiic
Pigeon, they will be hatched, and the young birds, if kept
in 1 room ot the senson of migration, and during severe winters,
will be acenstomed to the dovecot.  The Ring Dove sometimes
pairs with the domestic Pigeon, but T have never observed ony
result. Perhaps further experiments might succeed in produe-
ing a hybrid. 7

Aude of Taking.— The Ring Dove may be Dnuglti.-]jki,
the Stock Dove. Old birds when taken, learn to cat with
great diffieulty; and mest of them would die of hunger, i not
crammed.

Attractive Qualities—This isn handsome bird ; and the sono-
rous coo of the male is very agrecable. The nccompanying
movements also are very amusing: he hops now forwards
now backwards, now smdeways; and turns his lead in every
direction. The Ring Dove becomes exceedingly tame,

Avnpitioxar.—The Ringed Dove, Wood Pigeon, or Cushat,
are the names commonly applied to this bird, the largest known
to us of the Dove specics, and by some naturalists considered as
thie origin of the seversl beputiful varicties that inhabit the Dove-
cot and the Pigeon-louse; the difficulty of taming and imdue-
ing it to live in a domestic state would scem to militate ngainat
such an opinion. “ It is,” says, MacGILLIVRAT, “ a strong bird of
its gize, having its body large and full, the neck rathier short, the
fect short and strong, the wings agd tail rather long.” According
to the same suthor, ** the specics is generally distriboted, being \
found in all the more or less wooded distriets of England and Seot-
land; but prefers cultivated tracts, avoiding those which are
bare and rocky ; and a3 it does not repose at n.i%:lht on rocks, i
is not met with in the unwooded isles of the North. In winter i
appeers in large flocks, sometimes amounting to many hundreds,
when the individuals of a distriet congregate in some favourable
locality, although in ordinary circumstances it is not so decidedly
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gregarions as the flock Dove. It has a strong and rapid flight,
performed by quick beats of the half-extended wing, with ocea-
jonal jntermissions, its pinions sounding as it glides along ; and
‘hen on an exenrsion to n distant part, it flies high slove the
trees, whereas the specics just mentioned generally proceeds
at a small elevation. When it has cspied a place “hl“{'ﬁ" to af-
ford o supply of food, it alights abrupily, and usually stands
! for a short time to look alout, after which it commences its

gearch.  On the ground its l'HJsii'i.'L'liI'l. ig g little declined, the tail
nearly tonching the surfice; and, when feeding, owing to the
shortness of its legs, its breast is but slightly elevated. It walls
in the manner of the Domestic Pireon, that is with short and
quick steps, moving its Liead gently backwards and forwards.
The flock disperses and spreads over the fields, it being seldom
that two or three individuals keep elose togethor, and they gene-
rally take care not to approach iEe enclosing walls or hedges, so
that it is diffieult to shoot them on the ground. In the time of
snow or havd frost, they frequent turnip fields, and are more
gasily approached ; but in general they are very suspicious and
vigilant, ever ready to fly off on the slightest appearance of
danger. Even by clear moonlight, when fllmm tried to shoot
them on {he roost, they perceive their enemy before Lie ean diseover
them. Frequently, however, in the woods, more especially in thie
breeding season, one may surprise them within shootng distance ;
and, by waiting for their arrival at their roosting places in winter,
considerable execution may occasionally be done among them.
As the flesh of this Pigeon affords a sufliciently palatable article
ol food, it is abundant in our markets in winter and spring.”

182, Tre Toerie Dove.
Columba Turtue, Lis. Le Tourierclle, Bur. Die Turieltaubs, Becu.

Deseription.—This handsome bird is about the size of a

Aiesel Thrush, and ten to eleven inches in length,  The beak

'i is slender and light blue; the iris orange; and a narrow bare
ring round the eyes flesh-coloured.  The feet are purple: the
forehead whitish; the top of the head and upper part of the
|| neek light blue: a colour which extends down the back, be-
| coming darker and more dingy near the tail. There is o blacke
"epot on each side of the meck, together with three or four

o creseeni-zhaped fransverse white stripes.  The throat, belly,

: and vent are white; the neck and breast a light reddish violct.

The uppermost small wing coverts are light grey; the rest

blackish, with a broad border of rust colour. The foremost

pen feathers are blackish; the bindmost ashen grey, edged

oo

-
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with roso colonr, which gives a very handsome appearnnce fo
{he wings. The tail feathers are blackish ; the centre feathers
wholly z0; the rest tipped with white. .

In the female the breast is paler; the wings are spotiod
with rust colour; and the spots on the neck are not so Jarge,

Hubitat.—In a wild state these birds are found throughout
the temperate zone of Europs and Asia, and in some of the '
South Hea Islands. They frequent woody and mountainous
districts, but do not penetrate far into the greal mountain
rangres, and are sometimez met with in gardens and detached
groves. They ave the least hardy of our wild Pigeons; and
though teturning from their migration at the end of April and
beginning of May, depart again in September. In sensons
when fir cones are unnsually abundant, as, for instance, 1788,
they have been seen in vest numbers in the Thuringian Forest,
They are by no means shy.

In confinement they may either be allowed to rangethe
aviary or may be kept in a space near the oven, divided from
the rest of the room by o grating. Young birds, which have
been reaved by domestie Pigeons, may safely be kept in the
dovecot : which, however, should always be in snch a position
as to ndmit of the application, in winter, of artificial heat.
They are occasionally eonfined in garden aviaries, in which
they will not only breed among themselves, but will produce
Mules with the Collared Tartlo,

Fonil.—The scods of coniforons trees form the chief food of
the Turtle Dove; though it also eats vetehes, peas, linseed,
millet, hemyp and rape seed, rye, wheat, buckwheat, barley, and
Bilberrics,

In the aviary it is content with bread, and is very casily
proserved.

Breeding.—The nest is made of a few diy twigs Inid foge-
ther ; and though tolerably sceure when built in o pine tree, is
often blown out of beech and other trees. The female lays

o bwo white cpes,

The Turtle Dove, whether reared from the nest or caught
when not very old, will breed in confinement, and make & nest |
in n small straw basket fixed in the corner of the eage or
grating.  The egee are generally without hard shells; and-3y, L
iz, therefore, easier to rear Mules between this and the Collared
Turtle, in which case the eggs are fully provided with shells,
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\ The young Turtle Doves are grey on the upper part of the
body, wul are spotted with blackish blue on the wings, The
ules hetween the Turtie and the Collared Turtle are variously
marked, according to the degree in which they partake of the
characteristics of cach parent.  They are generally reddish
\ grey on the head, neck, and breast; and of similar colour on
¢ the back and wing coverts, which ave, however, covered with
indistinet dark spots.  The belly, the hindmost pen feathers,
and the tip of the tail feathers are white; the larger pen
feathers a greyish brown.  These Mules are froitful; and o
peculiarity, which I have also noticed in Mules between other
gpecies, is that they are lavger than their parents, and have a
peculiar ery,  Their coving 1s louder, though not so pleasant ;
and, while uttening if, they make a deep inclination of the

body, like the Collared Turtle,

Alode of Tukiing.—The Turtle Dove may be canght in the
same manner s the foregoing species.

Attractice Qualities—This is a favourite Cage-bird in coun-
try places, not only on account of its tamencss, beauty, and
affectionate disposition, but beeause it is supposed to atbact to
itself the diseases of its owner. It is cortainly true that if
sickness prevail in the house, the Doves appear to suffer with
the rest. The cooing of the male, also, is very peeuliar, con-
gisting of a deep humming tone ; after nttering which it drops
its head, and remains quict. It often lives cight or nine years
i eonfinement.

Appitiosat.—The Turtle, or Ring-necked Turtle, as it is
sometimes called, is with us o summer visitant only, and confines
itself pretty much to the southern and south-costern counties,
MuacsILLIVEAY is not aware that it has ever oceurred in Seotland.
MoxTagUE states that il is found, though ravely, ns far west as
Devonshire ; and, according to Bewick and Seipy, some indi-
viduals have been seen in Northumberland in sutumn, Tt is in
the woods of Kent from whenee they sally forth to commit their
depredations upon the neighbouring pea-fields, that these beaun-
tiful birds may be most [requently seen.  They usually fly in »
smull flocks, and nestle on the thickest trees, emitting a peculine
plaintive cry. By the end of September they are generally uﬁ
away to a warmer climate ; their shallow nests are deserted. and
thieir soft Coo-n-0-0 iz lieard no more in the sutumpal woodlands.
- *“ Doves,” says GiupEeT WHITE, “ cooin an amorous and mourn-

ful manner, aud are emhlems of despairing lovers.” And of all

H IOl
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the cooers not one we think has a note so tender and mournful as
this: henee, perhaps, it is thut the poets have agreed to make the
Turtle the emblem of constancy and devotion to its mate.

183, Tae Corranen Tonroe.
Columba Rizoria, Loz, Tourferelle a Collier, Bur, Die Lochlanke, Bren,

Deseription.—This bird is ene foot in length, and somewhat Ix'
larger than the common Turtle Dove.  The beak is slender and
blackish, except near the root, where it is reddigh white ; the
iris is golden yellow ; the foet blood red. The upper part of
the body is reddish white; the under part white; ond the
back of the neck is marked by a black spot, in the shape of a
crescent, the points of which are twmed to the front, and which
is edged at the back by a narrow stripe of white. The shafts
of the foremust pen feathers and tail feathers ave blackish ; and
the under side of the tail is variegated with black and white.

The female is somewhat smaller and lighter in colour than
the male.

dfabitat—The Collared Turtle is a native of India ond
China, from which countries it has been brought to Europe,
where it is now domestieated, and may often be scen in cot-
tages, the simple inhabitants of which imagine that it attrocls
their diseases to itself. It may cither be kept in a large coge,
or a warm grated corner, or allowed the entire ranze of the
room. In the latter ease its wings must be cuf, or ficd, lest it
should break the windows, or do any other damage. The ex-
periment of keeping the Collared Turtle in ordinary dovecots
has been tried with success; but the application of artificial
heat is necessary to preserve it alive during the winter.

Food.—The Tavourite food of this hird is wheat, and the
peasants often give it the siftings of their comn. It will also
eat bread, millet, poppy, rape, and linseed. |

Breeding—The Collared Turtle readily breeds in confine-
ment, and will construet its rude nest with a fow straws and

Guruss stalks, if provided with a basket for the purpose. The
female lays two beantiful white eggs, on which she sits for
sixteen days. She rarely, however, succeeds in rearing both
voung oncs; as an egg either proves addled or the nestling i“_i-\
guflered to die of hunger; and it is, therefore, a rare ocour-
rence if more than six young birds are preserved from one padr
in a year. The nestlings cxactly resemble their parents, and
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the presence or absence of the reddish hue is o sure eritorion
by which to distinguish the sex.

Diseases—HBusides decline, which may be treated in the

manner mentioned in the Introduetion, the Turtle Dove scems
liable to all the discascs which attack the persons with whom
they live. Tu this manner it catches the small-pox, swollen
fect, &e.  The young birds, before they are able to feed them-
gclves, often suffer from uleers in the erop, which exude a
fetid, cheesy matter.  This dizease is almost always fatal; but
it may be prevented by supplying the old birds with abundanee
of fresh water, and a change of food. Owing to the many
discases to which this bird is lable, it rarely lives more than
cight years.
i Attractive Qualitics—The Collared Turtle is o very clesn
bird, and its cooing, Aékikihehrivik ! resombles the sound of hu-
man laughter. The male is very fond of his mate; perches
near her during the night, and appears to delight her with his
cooing. When he invites her to the nest, he utters another
note, which rather resembles a howl, but does not turn himself
round, like the Domestic Pigeon. He hops towards her, then
stands still, lowers his head to the ground, dilates his crop, and
cries, Kukreh!

’ 184. Tue Wito Rock Prarox.

Colwmba Domestica, Lix. Hisef, 6n Pigeon de Roche, Doy, Die fau-

slaude, Becu.

Lieseription.—As the Domestic Pigeon, of which this species
is the original stock, is, correctly speaking, an inhabitant of
the fwrm-yard, T might with propriety pass it by without men-
tion. Nevertheless, as there are varieties, which the bird-
faneier might not think unworthy of a place in the aviary, 1
subjoin a few particulars. The Wild Rock Pigeon is the
. parent stock of the numerous varieties of Domestic Pigeons.
{ In Germany, 1t may be noticed in open dove-cots i the farm-

ards, in churches, towers, old buildings, &c.; while in Eng
and, Ttaly, and Russia, it is found wild in great numbers in
i holes of the rocks at the sea side. It is bare-headed, mnd the
] Lhuﬁ of its plumage is dark grey, or lend-colour, with o purple
gloss on the head and breast.  The lower part of the back is
\ white; two blackish blue stripes eross each other on the wings;
i the pen feathers are blackish blue; the tail grey, tipped with
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blackish blue, and having the outermost feathers edged with
white.

The most remarkable varietics of this species arc the fal-
lowing :—

1. The Monkis a Crested Pigeon. The head and crest are
white; the rvest of the body, yellow, red, blue, o black.

2. The Shield Pigeon 12 only cccasionally ercated.  The
plumage iz white, with exception of the seapulars, wing coverts,
and hinder pen feathers, which are yellow, red, blue, black,
or silvery groy.

3. The Swcallowc Pigeon iz pure white, exeept the wings and
a round spot on the top of the head, which are ;n]]u“ red,
blue, black, or silvery grey. 1t sometimes has a cvest.

4. The ‘w!n;m.f Monk is black, with a white poll, and white
stripes across the wings. :

5. The White Head i3 like No. 1 in every respect, except in
having a white tail.

6. The Warled Pigeon 1z white, with the exception of a small/
streak on the forehead, and another on the tail, which are dark
redl, or nlmest black.

7. The Starling-necked Pigeon iz Dblackish blue, with white
stripes across the wings, ond a marrow white streak on the
bireast.

8. The Pouter is a Crested Pipeon. The plumage is white,
with exception of the poll, top of the neck, and breast, which
are murked with brown, black, or yellow. Anether varicty
his o coloured tail.

6, The Feiled Dore 15 white, with cxeeption of the head,
neck, and foremost pen feathers, which are black, red, or yellow.

10. The Streiped Starling-necked White Head is the hand-
somestof all. 1t is Black, with a white poll and tml, and white ’
gtripes on the wings anid breast.

There are, be sides these, many other varietics of the Domestic
]1"{1rm, which, however, are said by naturalists not to be
Jriginally derived from the Wild Rock Pigeon, but to be them-
®sclves indigemous in different parts of “the world. Among
these are :—

L. The Trumpetor Pigeon, g0 called from iiu_p{-nuliur ':"':'j-“Fr_L
18 crested, and gu:n-ml]j,‘ has its fect covered with feathers. 1 ~,
is met with in all colours, but is often mottled with black and -
white.s 1t is o good breeder,
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2, The Tumbler, which derives its name from the fact that
it overbaloneces itself im ils flizht, is almost s lorge os the
Stock Dove.  Lts beak is short, and the noked civele of the eye
iz red.

3. The Jacobine Pigeon is a small bird, with a short beal,
and having at the top of the neck a collar or stripe of long
feathers. In colour it resembles the Shield Pigeon.

4. The Peacoel: or Fan-Tatled Pigeon s like No. 3 in colour,
but has the power of spreading out its tail like a Peacock.

5. The Perriwigged Pigeon resembles the Veiled Pigeon in
eolour, but has a high forchead, a short beak, ond a erest, which
passes down the sides of the neck and breast like a wig.

6. The Powter is o large Pigeon, of various colours. Tt hos
a high forchead, o short beak, and possesses the power of in-
Hlating the crop to a very large size.

9. The ?iu-E.«'af; Pigeon 15 a large hird, of various colours,
which has the membrane of the beak, as well as the circle of
the eyes, very thick and wrinkled.

Afods of Treatuent.—1f it be desired to keep any of these
varieties in the aviary, a corner should be separated from the
rest of the room by a grating; and provided with wicker bas-
keots, and a plentiful supply of straw, for building nests. The
birds eat wheat, barley, vetches, and peas ; and require o plen-
tiful supply of water, both for bathing and drinking. 1 they
be alzo supplied with gravelly sand, 18 will be found to ussist
their dizestion.

Attractive Qualitics.—These are chiefly their beauty, and
affectionate disposition. The Trumpeter Pigeon 18 also prized
on account of its peculiar cocing.

Avnmitioxat.—This bird is the Colnmbe Livia, Seuay, JExvNs,
Govrp, Macsinrivieay., The last named calls it the White-
backed, or Hock Dove : he states that it 15 also known as the
Wild Pigeon, or Dove, and the Rock Pigeon, or Dove, the latter
being a Scotlish pame, and speaks of it as the undoubted original
¢ of our domestic varictics ; most British naturalists agpree with hine
in this pﬂrllcul:lr. The main characteristics of the bird are thus
B!mrll}' P;i\'t.ru. in the above-named author's Manwal of British
Birds ; to lus more copions HMisfory, we refer our readers for
full particulars :—** Plumnge of the male light greyish blue; the
neck splendent with green and purplish red ; the middle of the
back and lower wing coverts white; two black bands, on the

-
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-
wings, one on the six inner seeondary quills, the other on the
gecondary coverts ; bill brownish blnck, q]."i:mlﬂl:' gimilar, but with
the green and purple of the neck less exiended.

“ Decurs abundantly in the Hebrides, Shetland, and Orkney
Tslands, and along the rocky shores of the northern pats of Scot-
land ; less plentifully here and there, on the coasts of other parts
of Britain, as well a5 in Ireland. It resides in caves and creviees
of roeks ; feeds in the pastures and ficlds on seeds of various
kinds ; has a very rapid flight, walks gracefully and with eelerity ;
is gregarious in winter and spring, and breeds several times each
year. The male struts und eoces like the Domestic Pigeon. The
nest, rudely composed of small twigs, prass, and other malerials,
is placed on a sheltered part of the rocks. The eggs, always two,
elliptical, pure white, glossy, measure an inch and seven-lwelfthe
in Elcn-,zlh. an inch and two.twelfths in bresdth. Young birds,
taken from the nest, are ensily reared, and become domestic ; tume
Pigeons sometimes associate with the wild individuals ; and be-
coming wild, and resorting to the rocks or to old buildings, gra-

dually assume the appearance of the Wild Rock Doves. The .

flesh “of this bird is superior to that of the Wood Pigeon, but
generally more tongh.”

* The Rock Dove,” says YaRRELL, *“a3 o species distinet from
{he Stock Dove, was celled Cofwmba Livie, on secount of ita
lighter or more livid blue colour; the pure white on the lower
part of the back ; the two conspicuous black burs across the
wings ; the voice, in conjunction with its habits, so opposite to
thase of the Stock Dove, are suflicient proofs of distinction, and
aveordingly, the Rock Dove is not only admitted as a good
species, but from several other eircumstanees, there appears no
reason to doubt that the Rock Dove is also the species from which
our Domestic Pigeons were originally denved.”

The same author informs us that this bird has a very extensive
geographical range, being found as far northas the Faroe Islands,
and southwerd ot Teneriffe, Madeira, over North America, in-
labiting some of the rocky islands in the Mediterranean, and
eastward as far as Greece. PExxaxt, in his Arefic Zoology,
gays that it goes as fur cast as Lake Bakal; and TExuixce
mentions, that skins received from Japan do not differ in any
gespect from those of Europe and of Afriea,

he whole lengih of this bird is about cleven inches and a halfl
From the carpel joint to the end of the wing eight inches; the
first quill feathers considerably longer than the fourth, but a little
shorter than the second and the third, which are nearly equal in
length, and the longest in the wing.

él‘ the Domestic i’igmm, in their several varieties, much mizht

-
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be =aid here.  Of Pouters, Tumblers, Jacobins, Mandaring, and
Shakers, a volume might be written, and o very intercsiing one
too, OF the power of vision, as well ac speed and duration of
Hight, of the Carrier Pigeon, {he most useful of the tribe, num-
berless instances are on record, which, were they not well authen-
ticated, we might well be exeused for disbelieving. The extra-
ordinary changes of plunnge, nud modifications of form, even,
which have been produced in these birds, nre -.‘ql.m“if curions and
interesting.  But on these it does not accord with the plan of
our present volume to dwell ; nor to enlavge upon the poetical
associations counected with this fumily of birds.

VIII. POULTRY.

Trese birds may be known by the following characteristics:
the beak is raised; the upper mandible is arched, so that its
edge projects beyond the under one.  The nestrils are covered
with o raised eartilaginons membrane; there are more than
twelve feathers in the teil; the fect are divided, and yet con-
nected at the first joint. They chicfly feed on seeds, which
they soften in their crops.  I'know of only six kinds, which
can be tamed in the house.

Appitiosat.—In this country the term Poulirf' would be
generally undersiood to mean all those domeatic birds which are
rearcd {or the table ; such as common Fowls, Turkeys, Geese,
Dhecks, Guinea Fowls, & ; and the three species enumerated by
Becusteiy, wonld scarcely be considered as appropriately clossed
under such n head ; as, ancrer. the limits of our work will
N render it impossible for us to enter fully into so wide a field as

the varieties, mode of treatment, breeding, &e. of Toultry
occupics, we must be content fo pive merely the text of the
original for this and the two following eections, both of which
might also be greatly extended ; indeed, the subjects of Poultry,
Game, Wading and Aguatic birds, might well furnish matter for
a volume of themselves.

; 185. Tor Comyox Pamrrince.
. Tetran Perdriz, Lix. La Perdric Grise, Buv, Das Gemeine Rebhwhny
| Hecn.

Deseription.—This well-known bird, which is very fleshy,
and has but few feathers, is twelve inches and a half long.
Ttz short beak is bluish; the feet o somewhat brown flosh

colour. Under its reddish brown eyes is a warty bare spot, of
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a bright red colour: the body is a mixture of ashen grey,
black, and yellowish red.  The forehead, astripe which 11.-|..--'Ic-.¢
ghove the eves to the necl, and the throat, are a beautiful
brownish red: the top of the neck and the breast ashen ;.{I't'}'d..
finely marked with black; and underneath the breast is a
chestnut-coloured speck, shaped like o horse shoe, which in
the female is altogether wanting, or is not so large and distinet.
The quill feathers are dark brown, with transverse rust coloured
stripes; and the feathers of the tail reddish brown.

Habitat.— They inhabit the open country, and adjeining
woods, all over Burope. In the open country, they betake them-
gelves by night to the bushes. As they frequently die of eold,
or of hunger, in a hard winter when the suow is deep, they are
often eaught in flat countries by a net, and then confined in a
room, which ghould be eifher very high, or have a net siretehed
over the rool and windows, to prevent the frightened birds from
injuring themselves. g

Food.—In the room where they are at liberty to run about,
they are fed with barley and wheat. They will also eat bread,
the usual paste, cabbage and letbaee; and alwoys need some
green vegetable food, ng, when wild, they are obliged to feed the
whole winter through, on the tops of grass, and younyg budding
plants. In summer, however, they eat clover, and various kinds
of seeds.  They are fond of rolling in wet gand, of which they
ourht to have a supply.

Treeding.—If domestic birds of this species ave desived, they
ghonld be reared when young, a8 such become exceedingly tame,
and are very pleasing in their habits. DBefore they are able to
eat grain, they are fed on ants' eges, and hens' cges cut small,
and mived with lettuee, till they beeome gradually acewstomed
to harder food. They are casy 1o rear, ag a brood often numbers
twenty-one, which run about with the old ones, as soon a2 they
are out of the shell, and fall in the way of mowers, ghepherds,
huntsmen, &e. 1t would not be diflicult completely to transform
partridges into domestie fowl, by putting the eges under hens in
gome enclosed place, entting the wings of the young Lirds, keep-
ing them in summer in a walled garden, and supplying them well

ith food, If the attempt did nol entirely succeed the first
senzon, they would by this balf training gradually become accns-
tomed to their food, and the sight of man, and at last breed in
the poullry yard.

-~
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186. Tuw Quair.
Tetrao Colurnir, Lix. La Caille, Doy, Die Wachiel, Becu.

Dezereption. — This well-known bied 15 litile more than
geven inches in length, The beak is short; blackish brown
in swmmer, greyish in winter, and resembling in form that of
the Partridge: the iris is olive brown ; the fect o whitish flesh
colour. The upper part of the body is spotted with blackish
brown and rust colour, with o few small white stripes: the
throat blackish brown; and encircled by a double streak of
chestunt brown, The lower part of the neck and the breast
are pale rust colour, marked by indistinet longitudinal stripes;
the belly dingy white; the shanks reddish grey; the pen
feathers dark grey, crossed by narrow streaks of rust eolour,
The tail is dark brown, with transverse stripes of rust colour
and white, and very short.
= The female may be distingiished by the fet, that the throat
is white, and the breast, like that of a Thrush, spotted with
black.

Habitat —The Quail, which is found throughout the eastern
hemisphere, is 2 bird of pussage; arriving in Germany in May, -
and departing about the end of September. It chielly fre-
q!;ml:i the fields of grain ; and especially those of astumn.sown
wlhient.

In confinement, it may cither be allowed to range the room,
where it 18 remarkable for eleanliness, nnd a gentle and engaging
ﬂis]maiiinn_. or it may be kept in a eage especially designed for it.
This should be two fect in length, one foot in breadth, and one
foot two inches in height, and may be made of any desired shape.
There should be three openings in it; two for air and light, and
the third for the drinking glass; the floor, which should be
covered with sand, ought to be made to draw out, like the food
trough ; and the cage must be covered with green cloth, as the
bird, which frequently RETE!:‘EH upwards, might injure its head
agninst & wooden root. n such apage 68 this, u_-l'FH_"L'i:Ll]j' iff ]nmg
near the window, the Quail will sing far better than it allowog
to hop about the room, when its attention is diverted by o multi-

plicity of objects.
L When a male, without a mate, is allowed the ranga of the
: aviary, it is advisable to confine him during the pairing senson
inJune ; as he will often pursue other birds with great arvdour,
cspecially those which have a grey plumage like his own. Larks
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for instamee, he follows with great violenee, and often pulls out
their feathers so much, as to leave them almost bare,

Food~—In o wild state, the Quail cats all kinds of seed and

ain ; for example, wheat, millet, rape, bhemp and poppy soeds,

L feeds also on green plants and inseets ; and is very fond of

ants’ ogura, In confinement it may be fed with wheat, millek,
Lemp and poppy seed, bread, barley meal and milk, or the
universal paste: and in some eases has been preserved in health
for o long time on chopped eabbage and lettuce. It requires a
plentiful supply of wet sand, partly for rolling in, and partly to
wid in the process of digestion. Tt will not roll itself in dry
gand ; and is fond of drinking, though the water should not,
68 some assert, be muddy., The Quail moults twice a year,
namely in .'~'|]|‘rl“i1‘1§: and antumn, and requires at those seasons an
abundance of good food, and a large supply of river sand.

Breeding—The ouly nest formed E the Quail, is a hole
geratehod in the ground, and lined witha I{'I'u'ﬂm'l.'l-'ﬂ or grass stalks,
The female does not lay her eges, which are ten to fourteen in
number, and bluish white with large brown spots, {ill late in the
vear, often not till July; the brood is hatehed in three weoks,
and the young birds run about with their mother before ihey are
fledged ; though this takes place before the autumn migration.
The males are exceedingly ardent; and when one is suddenly
brought into a room where there is a female, lie immediately
pursues her, and will almost strip her of ber feathers if she do
not at onee yield to his desires.  This heat iz not so manifest if
& pair be kept in a room together throughout the year. T know
a bird-fancier who from two females and one male, sunually rears
a considerable number of young Quails, As soon ns the male
bos paired with both females, and they begin to lay, he iz shut
up in a eage by himsell; the females hatch their egra, and rear
the young birds, which, if put under good instruclions, oflen be-
come exeellent gingers,

The young Qunﬁs, which have been bred in the fields, may
cither be committed to the eare of a tame female, who will rear
them as if they were her own, or may bp fed with hard-boiled
erg chopped small, millet, and wheat. 1t is the best plan, if
possible, to take the mother with the brood, which may be fre-

uenily accomplished by a clap net.  Before the first moulting,

e young males are searcely distingnishable from the females;
though afterwards characterized by the brown throat.

Mode of Taking.—From the many methods of catching thia
bhird which are in uge, I ghall seleet uull:f the easiest nnd most
usual. The males are generally decoyed into a net by means of
8 Quail eall, which ibmitatez the ery of the female ot pairing
time, Peupen, Peuper. This plan is very successful during the
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gpring in capturing those males which have been heard to utter
a good note, which consists in repeating the syllables Pikvervike !
from seven to o dozen times,  1f they have not been previously
frightened by an unskilful fowler, these birds usually rush blindlv
into the net.  Lhe chief n'xluisito for the sport is a good call,
which iz made of leathier, with a pipe formed of the leg bone of
a cat, hare, or Stork, and may be purchased for o trfle.

The mode of procedure is the fuﬂulﬁ'inq. As goon as the fowler
hears the note of the bird whiclh he wishes {o possess, he advanees
to within fifty paces of the spot, sets Lis net in the corn, close and
well fastened to the gmumT, and then retives to a hittle distance.

4 When the Quail again calls, he answers two or three times,
tuking care to answer the bird immediately as the females do,
and not to call too ofien or make false notes ; for if the male
suspects any deceit, he will at once become silent, and probably
be very cautions throughout the senson.  If all go well, however,
the Quail rushes direet fo the spot where he hears the eall, and

; 18 eaught in the intervening net, His course is indeed so straight,
Wit if° he should ereop under the net, he will come near enough
to the fowler to be token with the hand. Should the Quuil,
Liowever, miss the net, the best plan is to proceed to the other
gide and call again; when the second attempt will probably be
successful, Some birds, if the net be too loose and therelors
visible, will make a circuit round it, and it is therefore advizablo
to make a loose corner at each end, in which the Qual will en-
tangle itsell.  This method only sueceeds in dry weather. When
it rains, or the dew is on the pround, the Quails fly to the ell.
On a favourable doy in the pairing season, three or four birds
may often be caught in the snme field.

f no male be heard in the field, the bird-cateher takes a call
ahout twice the gize of the one above mentioned, and conse-
quently audible toa grenter distance. By imitating the ery of the
female on this instrument he will at once discoverif there be any
males in the neighbourhood, and is enabled to set his nel as be-
fore deseribed.

If the object be to cateh females as well as males, the sporl 15

| most successful in mutumn, when the corn is only partially cut, and
the patches sl left standing hoarbour numbers of these birdas.
Six or cight nets are necessary for the purpose, which are to be,
set obliquely across the field, at a ghort distanee from, and parallel
{ to each other. By means of a line, to which small bells are
“‘_ euspenided by threads, two persons may drive all the Quails in the
; field into the nets ; and great numbers, both of males and females,
may be procured either for the aviary or lable. Tn August and
| September the young birds may easily be canght in h.m fields
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whiel are to lie fallow during the winter; as, after having been
once roused, they remain in the place where they have alighted,
and may be taken up by hand, The sex can generally be deter-
termined by the colour of the throat and breast ; butaf they are
too young for this, the males may be distinguished, when brought
into the aviary, by their ery of Fiei, Tivi/ and by their song,
which they begin to practise. They ave generally full fledged by
the end of September.

Attractive Qualities—The Quail is a clean and lively bird ;
and ereates amuzement by the singular manner on which 1t walks
on tiptoe, with outstretched neck, and continually nodding its
head. Its ery, however, which is very peculiar, is its chiel
recommendativn. In pairing time it consists of the syllables
Ferra, verea ! very softly uttered, followed by Pikvervik, pik-
versik ! repeated with a loud voice, cloged eyes, and a continual
nodding of the head. The oftencr a bird utters the former of
these words, the seldomer does he pronounce the latber; and a
Chuail which ropeats Pikeervik ! ten or n dozen times, is highly
prized. One in my possession, which is very valuable, nsually
repeats it fifteen or eighteen times ; Liaa often done so twenty-two
timez, and onece uttered it thirty times in succession.  As the
Quail's call is chiefly heard in harvest time, the peasants interpret
it into Riek des Kick! (Bend the Back) and consider it az an
exhortation to industry. The song of the fomale is merely
Versa, verral and in poairing time Pen, pew! Pewpen ! when
discontented or alarmed, they utter the syllables Ghillad; and
when pleazed. a sound like the purring of o cat.  If kept in such
a ¢are a8 is above deseribed, they sing in the day time, whereas,
in a light room, they are rarely heard, except at night. The
Song birds begin to sing soon after Chrisimas, and continue to
do a0 till Beptember ; those, howerer, which have been caught
when old do not commence their song Lill the beginning of May,
and eease singing ab the end of August,

187. Tne Rock on Banpiny Pantnince.

Perdir Savatifiz, Becu,  Telroe Rufus, Lix.  Perdic Grece, Brissox
La Borteveile, Buy, Das Seinkukn, Becu, Greek Pariridge, Latn.

Deseription.—This bird is larger than o Partridge, being
®thirteen inches in length.  The beak and feet are red ; the top
of the head, the neck, breast, and all the upper part of the
body are ashen grey, tinged with erange on the back and breast.
The cheeks and throat are white, encireled by a blaek streal,
which commenees ut the nostrils, and passes between the eyes.
The belly and vent are yellowish, the zides marked with
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crescent shaped spots of orange and black; the pen feathers
are brown ; the foremost having an orange spot not far from
ha tip, and the shorter ones being tinged with grey.  The
tail is composed of fourtcen grey feathers, of which the five
ontermost are tipped with orange.  The feet are furnished with
a blunt spur.

This bird is not to be confounded with the Telems Bufusof Lix-
xS, the Perdic Rovge of Borrox : the latter is smaller; the front
of the head greyish brown; the back reddish brown, with two
oblique black spots upon each feather.  The upper part of the
neck a reddish brown; the back, wings, and rump, greyish
brown; the back being somewhat darker than the rest,
Behind the eyes iz a scarlet warty spot, ond the eyelids me

algo red. The checks and throat are white, and enclosed with

a black stripe, which commencing at the beak, passes over

the eyes, and down the sides of the neck to the breast; be-

coming gradually broader in its course, ond the breast being

;¢ spotted with white. The breast is pale grey; the belly, sides,

% thizhs, and vent, orange; the sides adorned with white, black,

{ uand orange stripes. The pen feathers are groyish brown,

edged with yellow near the point of the outer plume, and the

hindmost spotted with green; of the tail feathers, which are

sixteen in number, the five outermost mre orange; the rest
greyish brown., This bird is a notive of France and Italy.

LY

Observations.—The Rock Partridge is found common in Switz-
erland and Greeee, and is oecasionally found in Bohemia, Ausiria,
and the southern provinees of Germany. It scems to prefer
mountaing and rocky places. Its food consists of grain, seeds,
vegetables, and insects, and it is partienlarly fond of ants® eggrs.
The ery of the male, which he very frequently uttors in the pair-
ing season, 18 Kkasibis. Though not so tame as the [.iqmi], it i
eaid to propagate itz gpecies in confinement, like the Partridge ;
and in the island of Scio is driven in flocks to its pastures and
back again, obeying meanwhile the whistle of the guide., Its
handsome appearanes, cliceriul Lii.-'lmr-ilinn. and animated move-
ments are its chief recommendation as an inmate of the aviary.

| Apprrroxar.—This appears to be the Perdiz Petrosa of

Larmaw, Tesmarrxer, Yarwers, &e., of which one specimen is

“FTrecorded fo have been found dead at ]:r]:::umlﬂn'_-rl]c, Leicestor-

L shire, in 1842, as montioned by the last named of the above
5 naturalists.
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(B) AQUATIC BIRDS.
IX. WADERS.*®
Tue legs of these birds are more or less bare of feathers
above the knee; and are so long as to proeure for them, from
the commen people of Germany, the name of Stilt-walkers. 1
ghall enumecrate in this place only ten specics, which with care
and attention may be tamed at any age.

188, Tur Wmre StoRk.

Ciconia alba, Avdea Ciconia, L. Clengue Blanche, Bur,  Der Weisse
Sforeh, BecH.

Deseription,—This well-known bird, which, from the fact,
that it builds on roofs of houses, and other buildings, is in
Germany considered as half domesticated, is three fect and a
half in length. Its fect and its large strong beak are similur;
the naked civcle of the eyes and the pen feathers we black;
and the rest of the plumage a beantiful white. l,

Observations.—The Stork is a bird of passago, which leaves
us at the end of Seplember, and returns ab the beginning of
April. Tts food consista of small fshes, frogs, and other am-
phibious animals, mice, weasels, and, among other insects, bees,
of which it collects great numbers from the flowers, Ilis nest
consists of g great number of dry twigs, roughly interwoven. It
is repaired and oceupied by the same couple year afier year ; and.

I have been informed that some nests linve been known to remain

in the game spots for above a eentury, in which time many hundred
Swallows and Sparrows’ nests have colleeted vound them,  Tha
connection between male and female lasts during life, and they
are models of conjugal fidelity. 1f the young birdas be taken
from the nest when half-fedged, and fed with frogs and meat,
they will become quite tame, will eatel miee and moles in the i
garden, and may be allowed tofly away, without any fear of their ¢
not refurnimng.

At the period of migration it is advisable to clip their wings,
and in winter they should be kept in n warm place, as their feet
are very apt to sulfer from cold. They will eat anything that,
comes 1o table, and express their various emotions and desires by |
a lond elapping with the bill. Tt is pleasant to wateh a lmn'ﬂLs,_
Stork returning from its wanderings. circling round and round ;
the house, and at lost descending upon it in a long spiral line,

* (iralle Sewmpfreegel, Bron,

Nl
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189. Tue Brack Sronz.
Cicauia Nigra, L,  Cicogue Noire, Bur, Dor Schwarze Storch, Dech.
Description—This is almost us lnrge as the ]llm-ucliu;; species,
and resembles it in form, except that the limbs are more deli-
cate and slender.  The general colour of its plumage is o glossy
bluck, but the breast and belly are white. It inhabits woods
‘-'-'I!l.l:‘h are at no great distance from lokes and marshes, and
builds its nest in trees.  Its habit of life is very similar to that
of the White Stork: and the young birds, of which there are
often five in a brood, may be reared in the same manner,
190. Tur Wooncock.
Sealoper Rueficols, Lix.  La Héeaszse, Bur.  Die Waldsehmnepfe, Brci.
Desoription.—The Woodeock, which is a bird well known
throughont Europe, is nbout the size of a Porbridge. The
. beak is straight, and reddish at the voot; the forehead is red-
| dish grev; and some blackish brown stripes pass across the
haek of the kead. The upper part of the body and the wings
are rust-coloured, striped with black and grey ; the breast smd
»  belly are dingy whife, covered with dark brown lines.

Obzereations.—The Woodecock builds ita nest in the woods on
the ground : and the eggs, which are three or four in number,
are adingy pale yellow. As goon ag evening approsches it leaves
the nnderwood, to look for ita food, which eonsists of earth worms,
snails, and grubs, in the meadows, marshes, and ploughed Gelds.
In October 1t migrates into warmer countries ; and, ns it always
{JLIJ'HLLBF the same route, the fowler prepares to receive it, as it
eaves the woods for the open country, with guns and large nets,
in which great pumbers are talen. 1t is an awkward bird, and
often overbalances iteell in its flight. 1t is scarcely necessary to

' add. that the flesh of the Woodeock is highly csteemed by
r epirnres.

This hird soon hecomes accustomed to the food of the aviary,

if fed. when first caught, with insects and ants’ egos. .

191. Tune Sxire.
Seolopar Gallinags, Lin. Lo Béeassine, Bor.  Lhie Herracknepfe, Becim
7 Deseriptivn —This bird 15 about the size of a Cuail. The
:l—\hm'l’i is long, black at the point, and covered with small lnmps:
o the feet are brown.  The head is divided by two reddish brown
lines, which pass down the forehead ; and the beak 18 covered
with dark brown transverse stripes.  The throat is white ; the
11
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neck spotted with dark vermilion and brown; the belly white:
the vent striped with black. The pen feathers are dark brown,
tipped with white; the tail is black at the roof, and at the
point orange, with a double stripe of dark brown,

Ofservations~The Suipe is a native of the northern regions
of Europe, Asin, and Ameriea, migrating to warmer chimates at
the approach of winter. Its flight is peeuliar; as it suddenly
swings itself to a considerable lunght, and then deseends to tho
ground like an arrow, uttering meanwhile its cry, Mayleray. It
frequents marshy places, especially if overgrown with bushes ;
and builds itz nest in a hole in the ground close {o the water’s
edze. The egpgs, which are four or five in number, are dingy
olive green, spotted with brown. Tts food consists of worms and
grubs, though it sometimes eats grain and the tender roots of
marsh planis, When tamed, its habits are very cugoging.,

192. Toe Larwre.

Tringa Vanelles, Lix, Le Vongen, Bur. Der gemeine Kiebelz, Bron.

Deseription.—This familiar bird, which is about the size gf
a Pigeon, frequents marshy meadows ond morsssez, and iy
found in all paris of Europe. The back and wings are ved..

hservations.—~The food of the Lapwing consists of water
beetles and other aquatic insccts, snails, earth worms, and the
leaves of various plants.  The eges may be placed under o Pigeon ;
or, if young birds be caught, they may be fed with ants’ eggs,
and will soon be content with bran ond milk. If the wings of
old birds are cut, they may be safely turped into the garden,
where they are very uscful in destroying noxious insects and
worms. 1o winter, however, they must be brouglt inlo the
aviary, nnd fed on bulloek’s heart eul into long strips, from which
they will soon become accustomed to eat other meat, and ‘will at
Inst be content with bread.  Where flocks of them have been ob-
gerred, they are ofien caught for the table in barn-floor traps,
baited with earth worms.  They may also be taken in horse-hair
nooses, seb near their nests.

193. Tnue Rorr.

Trings Pugnax, Lin. Le Combatéant, on Paon de Mer, Bur.,  Dep
- Kampfhakn, Bren.

Deseription.—The Ruff, which is found amaong the lakes und
wite morasses of Northern Europe, is nearly as large ns the
Lapwing. It isrvemarkabls as bring almost the only wild binl ~
whose plumage varies like that of our domesticated Poultry; grey,
Tust colour, black, and white being so variously mingled one with
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the other, that no two birds of this specics are exactly alike.
The feet and beak are, however, always red; the face is red
and covered with warts; and there is a collar, composed of
lomg feathers, round the neck, which the bird ereets when angry.

The colours in the plumage of the female are less variable.
Bhe is pale brown ; the back being spotted with black; and
the breast aud belly white.  She has no collar,

Observations—The Ruil foeds upon worms, inscets, and marsh
grasses, and generally builds its nest in some wet meadow, upon
a dry turf, or among rushes. The flesh of the female is palat-
able, but the males must be fattened before they are fit for the
table. Thelalter are particularly noticeable for their quarrelsome
disposition. If several are confined in a eape, the strongest
kills the rest ; and they are so engaged during the combat, that a
net may be thrown over them without their pereciving it. They
arce casily tamed, especially when young; and it is worthy of
notice, that those reared from the nest in the aviary, never mani-
fest this disposition to quarrel ; although in the case of most birds
the contrary effect is observed to be produced. They may be fed
on meat, or bread and milk.

194. Tae I'van.

Tringe Cinclus, Lax. L' Alowette de Mer, Buyr,  Die Meerlerche, Brom.

Description.—This marsh bird, which is about the size of a
Redwing Thrush, is common on the banks of all large rivers
and lakes, ond may be recognisced by its loud elear ery of T,
iz, t=f, =i f uttered as it vises in the air. The beak is black;
the feet dark brownish green. The frathers of all the upper
part of the body are bright and silley in texture, and in colour
dark grey, composed of fine black lines, and edged with rust
colour, A white stripe passes over, and a nurrow dark brown
line between the eyes.  The under part of the body is a beau-
tiful white; the breast being siriped with dwk rown. The
pen fewthers are blackish brown; the foremost having large
white spots on the inner, the rest on both plumes.  The large
coverts are tipped with white, which produces two white spots
on the wings; the three centre feathers of the tail are preyish
| 11rlu'|.v.-n, with transvetse stripes of black ; the rest white, t[}gud
with dark brown.
The female is a little larger, and somewhat lighter in colour.
brervations.—The Purr iz casily tamed, and, on account of
auty and interesting habits, 18 quite worthy of a place in
Fary., It is particularly rapid in'its gait, keeps the hinder
0
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part of ils body i|_1 continnal motion, and utters ita enll, Fidud=i!
meeszantly, especially in the evening twilight,  In o wild state it
eata nguatio inseets and worms ; and in the aviary is soon eontent
with the universal paste, if fod when lrst caught with n few
meal worms, or ants’ egos. It will also eat poppy and rape seed,
and iz # greedy bird, carvying all its food to the water vessel, in
order to make it as moist as possible, and thus incommoding the
other birds kept with it.  Its mode of catehing flies is very
eurious. It erceps slowly up to them, with its head down, and,
when fairly within reach, dartz on them with the rapidity of
lightning.  Like all birds of its species, it is also in the habit
of turning over all the stones in its way, in order to see if there
be any insects benenth,

The Purr may easily be caught, by setting limed twigs near the
plaees on the sea side where it is observed babitually to perch.
I'o these it may then be gently and coutiously driven.

185. Tnme Moox Hex.

Fulica Chioropur. Lix. La Ponle d’ Eaew, By, Das Griinfiissige Meefuhu,
Becu.

I":'g(_l_r'f-l.l_;r!—i_”'{I,—.r]]iﬁ bird, which is found on almost every pool
in Germany, is one foot in length; the beak is oramge with a
greenish tip; the bare forehead, and the naked spaces above the
knees are also orange. The feet and claws, which are dispro-
portionally long, are olive green; the head, the upper part of
the neck, body, and wing coverts are dark olive green; the fore-
most pen feathers and the tail dark brown : the breast ond belly
ashen grey: the vent and the edges of the wings white. In
the female also, the forchend is bare, ot olive brown.

(Mservations.—Although the Moor Hen is not web-footed, it 12
an excellent swimmer ; and possesses the additional advantage of
being able to perch and rocst upon the bushes at the water side,
and to run upon the ground. Its nest, which is composed of
water plants linely interwoven, is so strongly atiached to the
bushes or reeds by the water side, as to float in cnse of an invnda-
tion, without ]}p'n.'.: carried away, and so0 preserve it contents from
harm. Its food consists of squatic inscets, and the leaves and
saeds of nquatic plants: It is casily tamed, especially when young,
and will eat bread and milk. I have myself kept several of these
birds in the farm-yard with the poultry, which were tamed with
very little trouble, and though in the habit of paying a daily visit
to the nearest pool, they never failed to return.  Their usual st
tion |i1m::gham the {la_-,,r wis the rlun,ghi!l, where 1].u:}' were ol
oceupied in picking up msects or grubs.
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186, Tar Convcwaxe,
Ralhig Crer, Lix. La [ale de Cendl, on Rof des Cailles, Bue. Der
Wackfel Kinig, Been.

Deseription.—The fret that the Cornernke 15 common when
the Guail is so, and wice verse—that it migrates at the same
time in autumn, and returns with it in spring—is doubtless
the reason why it is known in Franee and Germony by the
name of the Quail King. It is ten inches in length, and about the
gize of the Missel Thrush. The beak is compressed at the sides ;
the upper mandible brownish grey ; the lower flesh colowr;
the fevt a light lead colour. The feathers of the head, neck,
back, and tail are black, edged with reddish grey, which gives
all these parts a spotty appearance, and produces on the back
and shoulders five longitudinal black stripes. A grey streak
passes above and below the eyes; and o reddish grey stripe runs
from the root of the beak between them. 'The wing coverts
and foremost pen fentherz are brownish red; the neck and
breast dingy grey: the belly white, striped with rust colour
on the sides amd vent; the rust colonred stripes being cdged
with doark brown. The female is pale grey on the breast, and
the two stripes near the cyes are greyish white.

Observations.—Tlhe Corncrale is rarely scen on the wing;
but the harsh ery of the male, arrp ! shuarrp ! may be frequently
heard from the meadows in the evening and early part of the
might. It feeds on ingeets and geeds; and in confinement thrives
on bread and mill, or on wheat, barley, or millet. The femala lays
her eggs, which are from eight {o twelve in number, and greenish
grey, speckled with light brown, on the bare ground ; and sits so
steadily and constantly, as often to be killed by the scythe of the
mower. The young when fivat hatched are covered with blaek
down, and are not fully fledged for three weeks, In autumn they
run among the oat stubble with the Quails, and may then be
earht by the band. The chirping of the Cornerale, when in
ﬁniiumwnt. is not unlike that of o chicken; and the arrep !

narrp ! of the maleis 1o me a very pleasant sound, when hieard
on & calm evening, At lm'lrmg t_i.me also, they make Jrirrisyr
noige like a cat; which, if the bird be taken in the Land, w
appear to proceed, not from the beak, but the stomach.

197. Tnr Warer Harc.

Porzana, Lix, Pelite Rale d eau, ou ,H.I’arn..g.urffl Buw. Die Mittiers
Wasser Nalle, Becu,

Deseription.—Thisbird is about the size of a Quail, and re-
sembles the foregoing in form ond habits, The beak and feel

s apimee TR . - . SR
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are greenish ; the elaws long; the feathers on the upper part
of the body blackish, edged with olive colour, imd covered with
small white stripes. The under part of the body is grey, spotted
with white; and the two econtre tail feathers are bordered
with white,

Ohscrvafions—The Water Rail iz o golitary bird, inhabiting
the bulrushes and sedge on the banks of Jukes, rivers, and pools. 1
never kept one myself, but Lieut. Vox ScHavnorn writes Lo mo
as follows, respecting one formerly in his possession. * It was
excecdingly tame. At the slightest gesture from me, it would
cronch motionless upon the ground ; but it usually ran about the
*oom, grith outstretched head, and with groat rapidity.  If taken
um, it would twist ftself ont of my hands like an eel. Tteat the
Nightingales’ paste ; but did not seem to like either worms or
insects. It bathed many times a day, laying down on its side, as
hens do in sand.  Tis ery may be represented by the word Seek
dwelt on for a long time ; nmi it also uuc:ssicmale' uttered s bark-
ing sound like a young dog. This handsome hirc? waus eought ina.
LOCER, near o warm spring, in winter. When it flew, which was
very eeldom, it was in perfeet silence. It wos very restless at
night, especially if the moon were bright. It was sociable with
other birds ; and was excecdingly friendly with a Starling, which
1t soon allowed to stroke its feathers. It cats very littlo.”

Dr, Mever of Offenbach has alzo several of these hirda, They
eut barley, groats, and milk, and seem particularly fond of millef.

‘X. WEB-FOOTED BIRDS.

The birds of this order are distinguished by their feet, which
are webbed ; that is, have the claws connected by o mem-
brane. ,Some of them never leave the water: others unite in
flocks, both in the water and on land. Many of them may be
tamed, but I shall only enumerate six species, which may be
kept in the aviary, and can live without water. They are
tnmeable at any oge.

198, Tne Swax. L]

Anas Ofor, L1z, Le Cygne, Bur,  Der Stumme Sehwan, Bromn.
® Description—This, which is commonly called the Tame
Swun, I have chosen to denominate the Muote Swan, in order
to distinguish it from the Wild or Whistling Swan; whichi
is smaller, has no nob upon the beak, and cayries its neck er
The latter, which is found wild in.almost all parts of Furd?
and is very numerous in Sibera, is more commonly tamed 13
Russia than the species under consideration.  If the posssessor
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of a piece of water in Germany wishes to keep these birds
throughout the winter, he chooses o pair of young ones, ond cuts
or otherwize disables the first joint of their wings. They will
then be prevented from joining their comrades in the autumual
migration.

The Mute Bwan is considerably larger than the Domestie
Gioose; as it often weighs from twenty-five to thirty pounds.
Uwing to its long neck, which it curves to the shape of the
letter & when swimming, it measures four foet and o half, aund
from tip to tip of the expanded wings seven feet and a
quarter. The beak is dark red, provided at the end with a
black nail or claw curved inwards, and overgrown at the root,
with a lurge round black knob. Between the beak and the eyes
isa triangular, black, naked membrane, During the first year
the feet are black ; in the scoond, lead coloured, ond afterwards,
cinnabar red. The whole plumage is snowy white,

Observations—It is hardly necessary to remark, that the story
of the Swan's dying song is an invention of the pocts: and that
the whistling Swan 13 the only bird of this species which is at all
capable of uttering anything like a song, The structure of the
larynx of the Tame or Mute Swan is so exceedingly simple, as to

reclude it from producing anything more than a low hiss, adeep
wumming sound, and & gentle cackling. Its food consists of aquatic

lants and insects, especially beetles ; though in winter it must be
fied writh grain, and protected in some degree from the soverity of
the weathier. The »est, which is built of sedge, rushes, &e., lined
with the down from the breast of the female, generally contains
six or eight greenish white eggs. During the period of incubs-
tion, which lasts for five woeeks, the male keeps guard over the
neat, attacks [‘l'Er_'!.'l]Ji.:li,l_l' ihat |i|rpr{|_'||:'l|s‘51 and is. i111!£‘{!ﬂ1 8 very
formidable assailant, as he is said to be able to break a man's arm
orleg, by a blow of his wing. The Cygnets, when first Lntched,
are grey ; and the bird is said to live nlijumlrl:'d Years.

The Swan iz better worth the trouble of keeping than ia some-
times supposed, not only on account of its besuty, but of the
profit which may be derived from it. Tt requires less eare and
attention then the Goose, and its feathers are far more valusbie.
Large quantities of them are every year bronght to the fair at
Frankfort on the Oder, from Lithvania, Poland, and Prussia ;
and the wild Swans on the Spree, near Berlin, Spandau, and

" Potsdam, are gencrally collected in May, to be plucked, The

gkins, with the down on them, are also applied to the same pur-
poses as furs, and are made into powder puffs. The Cyguets are
considered a great delicacy.
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199, Tue SHELDRAKE.

Anag Tadorma, Lax. Lo Toderse, Bur,  Der Brandente, Bren

Deseription.—~The Sheldrake is two feet in length, The
beak, the base of which is covered with a fleshy lump, is
smooth, flattened, and searlet.  The nuil ‘at the end of it, aud
the nostrils, are black. The fect aro flesh-coloured ; the head
and upper part of the neck davk green; the rest ofthe neck
and the belly white, A broad, brownish orange frausverse
band runs across the breast; the back omd the wing coverts
are white ; the scapulars spotted with black, The first pen
feathers are black, the next violet, the middle rust-coloured,
and the last white. The hinder parts are green, shot with
violet; the pen feathers white, tipped with black,

Obsercations—The Sheldrake inhabits the northern coasts of
the 0ld Continent, and either burrows in the sea shore, or builds
ils nest in Some Cranny of the rock. Tt has been tamed, and ].i{"j'ﬂ-
in the poultry yard, on account of its benuty alone, for its flesh
bus o rancid favour. It feeds with the other Ducks.

200. Tas Beax Goost
Anas Segetum, Lix, L'Che Soucage, Buw, Die Soai Gans, Becu,

Dyseription.—This binl is smaller than our commen Goose,
but has a larger neck, and longer wings. The upper part of
the body is brownish grey; the under part greyish white; the
belly mottled with dingy orange; the shanks vermilion. The
beak is black, except about the centre, where it is erange, and
sumewhat eurved.  ‘This is not, ns some suppose, the original
stock of our common Goose.  The species in question inhabits
the shores of the German Ocean, and exnetly resembles in ap-
pearance our domestic Grey Goose.

Ohserpations.—These birds inhabit the shores of the Baltic
and North Scas, but in autumn repair in large flocks to more
southern regions, where they remain throughout the winter,
fi%ding on the fields of rve. Insome parts of Thiringia, they
may be seen in thonsands, They are very shy, and place senti-
nels round theirencampment, on which aceount it is diticult either
to cateh or shoot them. They are, however, occasionally talken
by means of nooses, placed in 5501_«1 where they have been seen Lo
spend the night; and wounded birds will live sociably with the
other poultry in the farm-yard. I only know of one instance,
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however, in which a Bean Goose hos paived with the common
domestie Goose.
201, Tue Scavr Dues.
Anar Marila, Lix.  Le Milloninan. Bue. Die Bergente, Becn.

Dieseription.—This Duck, which inhabits the northern re-
cions of Asia, Africa, and America, migrates southward in
sutumn and winter; when it may be caught or shot, with
other speeies. It is exceedingly tame, soon becomes accus-
tomed to the farm-yand, and is fond of bread soaked in water,
ilry or moistened oatmeal, groats, &e. Itis almost as large as
the common Duck. Its prevailing colour is black ; but the
belly and speculum are white. The wings, shoulders, and
beck are white, covered with five black tronsverse lines; the
wings nnd tail are blackish.

202, Tue Marrarn.
Anas Boschas fera, Lax? Le Conard Sauvage, Bor. Die Wilde Ente, BECh,

Deseription.—~The Mallard is the original stock from which
our domestic Ducks are derived, and is found all over Eorope.
It is two fect in length ; and the general colour of its plumage
is ashen grey, transversely striped, and mottled with brown
and white. The head and neck are dark green; the breast
chestout, and the speculum violet green.  The female 1= grey,
like a Lark.

Ohseroations.—Like all Wild Ducks, the Mallards divide into
pairs during the summer, and colleet in larpge flocke only af the
approach of automn. They build in reeds or in old stumps near
the water, and the fpmnle{u:,'s from twelve to sixteen eggs. In
the Thuringian forest, broods are often found, which have been
conducted by the parent birds to the nearest pond, and there left.
These, i the fiest joint of their wing be talen off, may be safely
left with the Tame Ducks ; will eat the same food, paie with them,
and follow them in the winter into the farm yard, They may
be taken with nets, or even fish hooks, and on the barn floor trup.

203. Tue Tamnock. »

Larue Tridaciylus, L.  La Monette Cendreie, Buv, Die Winfermioe,
BEecH.

Deseription. — The Tarrock, which is fourteen inches in
length, changes the colour of its plumage cvery year till the

-
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fourth. The beak of old birds is greenish yollow ; the inside
of the mouth orange; the feet olive brown, and without the
hinder elaw. The head, throat, neck, lower part of the body
and tail are white; and there is often a black spot behind
cach car.  The back and wing coverts are pale or bluish grey ;
the pen feathers white, the first row being tipped with black.
Those birds which have a dark grey erescent shaped spot on
the nape of the neck, are less than four years old. ¢
Obseroations.—The Tarrock inhabitz the northern countries of
Europe, and migrates southward in winter, If, after an interval
of fine weather, we have a snowy February, this bird may be
seen in Germany in great numbers, and many perish from eold,
At such a time they may essily be caught by nets and nooses,
sot on a spot of ground which hias been cleared from snow. Their
natural food cousists of fishes and squatic inscets; but when
tnmed, they are content with bread and other food, and live
equally well on laed and in the water, During the winter they

may be kept in a room, which should not be very warm; or may-

even be allowed to range the yard, provided they be driven every
night to an appropriate sleeping place.
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