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” ADVERTISEMENT. ¢ '-:: ;

- It has been said truly, that “ good wine needs no
hush ;* and were e unphcntl) to follow the adage, |
we should feel inclined to“xsher the presetlt. Volume

¥ Lsfore our friend? without a rematls * coﬁ'mced)
t there can be but one opinion of the pérfest
~nanner in which Mr. Swaissox has executed this
ﬁwmmcnocmcne of his hispory_of the Bmps or
Westery Arrica. But we cannvt resist the op-
portunity now offered, to return our warmest thanks
+ 1o that accomplished Naturalist, and to’congratulate
pur subseribers and ourselves, in hfiing been ena-
~ Uled, through the 'encoumgement we haye metfrithe -
‘0 bring out a Volume from his pen, which eonlmm
")eh\ecn Thirtipmmd Foﬂy Plates, and wluch will
vdeld in interest and beauty to mone. we have
oublished hitherto, while it wilhprobably challenge
:omparison with the most cbstly works whiclehave ~
smanated from the Foreign por Britigh press; and
bis, we flatter ourselves, withouf fakig into co=

.

* r



X ' ADTERTISEMENT.

sideration that our, is got up at the exh"'\ordmary
mederate price of Siz Shillings. 3
Our next Volume, XVIIIL., will Iay before our
eaders spccimens o} Foreign Butterflies by the
Rw “ .. Duncan, author of our other Entomo-
lobtcnl W olumes. Forms of the most rare eolotmng;
+ and of the most gorgeous kind; from all quarters of
the globe, have been selected for this Volume; so
that our readers may have an opportunity afforded
them of rdmiring, contrasting, cand studying these
Leautifol ﬁbJects with the chxdoptcn of our own
 Tslands, contained in our two former Volumes on
British Butterflies.

3, St. James' Square,
1837
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MEMOIR OF BRUCE.

o, e
%

Awvrioven the claims of Bruce, the ;*\frican Tra-
veller, as a benefictor te Seience, elong rather'to
Geography than Natural History, yet frolafhs im-
porgance of his discoveries as enlarging the means
of human knowledge, and opening up an unexplofed
region to future adventurers in the same path, his
name well degerves a place in the catalogue of dis-
tingnighed men who have contributed to the ad-
vancement of Natural Science. The interesting
countries throngh which he penetrated.have been
repeatedly visited by Euaropeans sinee his time ; but’
with him rests the merit of having first excited thx:f
thirst for information respecting thefr antiquit:zs,
munners, and productions, which has led so many
enterprising trtrallers to the same fountain,
Abyssinia, the most prominent theatre o‘ﬁhucc's
discoveries, had then aroused wospirit of inquizy in
Great Britain : and it was anearly as Feele knswn to
the inhabitants of this part of the wo 1d, even up to
the middle of the last centufy, as it was in the davs
of Herodotus and Strabo. From the Mosaic record
we learn that the Jews were acquainted with
(VOL. Vil L g



" which eorresponds to the
-modern: geography. The

ve ¢ e districts possessed by the Greeks
- and Romans was chiefly traditionary, derived from
the mewchants of the Red Sea, who imported into
Egypt the/rich’ produgts and ménufactures of Arabia,
Persia, and.India. But ﬁmi);_.}mqas and philosophers
universally regarded that mysterious: region as the
cradle of those arts which, at a later period, covered
the kingdom of theePharaohs with so many won-
sderful monuments and stupendoud edifices : as also
of those religious rites, whick, after being slightly
modified by the priests of Thebes, were adopted by
the predecessors of Homer and Virgil as the basis
of their mythology:

From the days of the Ptolemies, cor about the
beginning of the Christian era, more than a thou-
sand years passed away, during which no European
acquired any knowledge of that remote land, or set
» foot within its borders. Its history is shrouded in
vitter darkness ; and we can only copjecture that the
Mouatamedar: conquerors, after subduing the Greek
province of Egypt, or more probably some of the
barbarous native hordes, more petemt ihan the rest,
may hav. established their dominion in the desert,
and extinguished in their civil wars those lights of

. civilization which once illamined’the fabled regions

of ancient Meroe. The only gleams of intelligence
that break occasionally ®hrough that long night of
historical silence,+are the feeble rays of uncertain
inforduation afforded by the early Christian writers,
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who laboured to connect the Geclesigstical affiirs of
that country with those of thespatriarchate of Alex-
andria. ;

It was not until the epoch when the Portuguese,
attracted at once by their love of gold snd their
zeal for making converts to the Rohish Taith, pene-
trated into Eu.styn Africa, thateany degree of
knowledge was obtained respecting its political con-
dition, or its natural productions. The grand object
of their maritime as well as their missionary exer-
tions, was, as is®well known, to apach the territory
of that celebrated and-mysterions jpersorage cailed
Prester John, whom they believed to be the _king of
the Christians and emperor of Ethiopia.  Their
pious curiosity was at length rewarded by the dis-
covery, or the supposed discovery, that the dominion
of this second Melchizedek was ne other than Abys-
sinia. . The error jindeed was afterwards detected,
burt it had the effect of stimulating their apostalical
zeal, and obtaining from eye-witnesses a niore’ e
larged and accurate account of the country than had
then reached Furope.  The travels of the Jegu_m'in
the sixteenth century, while Inbouring to propagate
their faith ameng the natives, are detailed in the
Collection compiled by Father Balthazéi Tellez,
whose curions volume may b regarded as the first
attempt to compose a general history of Ethiopia.

One of these missionarics, Peter Paez, who set
out in 1589, is generally alleged to have visited the
sources of the Nile ; at least-his description of them,
as quoted by Kircher, strongly resembles that after-
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wards given by Brece. Jerome Lobo, another of
thes® misiondries, Who resided there nine years,
and wlibse HiStory was translated by Dr. Samuel

Johnson; alsn describes the coy fountains”™ of that
celebratad river, as if ho had seen them : but whe-
ther he actually visited them; or merely wrote from
infgrmation vormimunicated by, others, has never been
clearly ascertained. The names of Ludolfand Geddes
are familiar as having written on Abyssinia’; but
sinee the journey of* Poncet (1698), who visited
Sennaur, Gondar; and otber Abyssinian towns, a
lomz interval had clapsed, during which the name
of the country was almost forgotten ; and no travel-
ler seemed inclined to revive it, until the romantic
spirit- of Bruce turned his attention to those ne-
glected regiong, in the hope of tracing the hidden
fountains of the NMile ; a problem which had excited,
without rewarding, the curiosity of men of science
from the earliest ages. »

+ damis Bruer, of Kinnaird, was descended of an
arféient Scottish family which claims kindred with
the royal hero of that name who restored the inde-
pendence of his coyntry on the “field *of Bannock-
burn.. - Fie*was born at Kinnaird Housge in Stiding-
shire, on the 14th of December, 1730. His mother
was a daughter of Grahaw of Airth, in the vicinity
of lis own residence, who was then Dean of the
Faculty of Advocates; mdd Judge of the High Court
of Admiralty in Beotland; o man of distinguished
abilitfes, and respected for his public and private
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virtues,  Young Bruce had

married a second wife, by whom he ugh-
ters and six sons, some of whom embraced a military
life and died in the service of their country=

In his childhood, Bruce pogsessed nothing of ¢hat
daring spirit and pthlgtic constitutéon swhich after-
wards carried him safely through so.many perilous
adyentures. The insidious disorder that hurried his
amisble mother to a premature grave, seemed to
have marked hifa out as.another, vietim; but the
phthisical symptoms of infancy gradusily disap-
peared, and )t;t. eig'ht years of age hissrf?\ﬂler gent him
ta London, where it was intended he should receive
a liberal education, suitable to his future prospects
in life, as the heir apparent of the family estate.
He was entrusted to the friendly sare of his unele,
Counsellor Hamiltgn, under whose superintendence
he remained until 1742, when he was removed to
Harrow School, then conducted by Dr. Cox. Al
this famous seminary he prosecuted his studies with
unusual diligence, and had the reputation of béing
one of the most promising boys that the master ever
bhad under his chakge. ’

Bruce quitted that institution on the btiv'of May,
1746 ; and during the four years of his residence
there, he not’only acquired & competent share of
classical learning, but gained the esteem of many
individuals who became his attached friends ever
afterwards. He had now resched the age of sixteen,
but he by no means enjoyed confirmed health or a
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robust constitatioh. «His tall stature and his general
appearancs indicatedsthat he had grown faster than
his' strength ; however, as it was congidered neces-
sary that he should follow some profession, Mr.
Hamilton was requested to converse with him on
that important tubject. His o%n preference was to
prosecute tha st=dy of divinity and become o clergy-
man, us being more in unison with the gravity of
his character and habits.

Meantime, after leaving Harrow, he was sent for
@ short time to snother academy, where, besides
Latin and Greek, he studied French, arithmetic,
and geograpliy. “His father having expressed a wish
that he should abandon the churchy he at once
complied, and consented to turn his attention to the
!aw, with the view of becoming an advocate at the
Seottish bar,

Having greatly improved in his health, he re-
turned in May, 1747, to his native place, and
devoted the following autumn to the invigorating
snorts of the field, which gave him a decided taste
forthat sort .of amusement. In the winter he
repaired to Edinburgh, where he attended the pro-
fessors of Civil and Scotch law{ but'a short trial
soon corsitieed him that his mind was not adapted
for these pursuits. He had no rolish for dry tech-
nicalities, the use or importance of which he could
not comprehend ; and after hanging his bewildered
head for & season over the pages of Heineccius,
while his faney «was roaming among the poetic
flowers of Metastasio and Ariosto, he was obliged
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from the impaired state of his fealth to return
home, by the advice of his phkysician, in quest of
frosh air and execrcise. This simple preseription
restored his constitution ; and it was now deter-
mined that he should abandon the legal profession,
a5 its drudgeries were beyond his strength, dndamot
likely after all to epsure success. e o

For several years Bruce remained, idle, without
aiming at any particular line of life ; India was at
last suggested as a field suited«to his ardent imagi-
nation; but as & was gopsiderably above the age
for receiving a writership from the Company, +he
resolved to petition the Court of Dircbfors fbr leave
to_settle under its patronage as a free tradér. .In
July, 1753, he left Scotland for Londen, with @
view to carry this plan into execution. On his
arrival he met with the most cordial reception from
his former friends and acquaintances ; and while
waiting in suspense, for the permission of the Direc-
tors, a new object took possession of his heart:
which speedily obliterated all thoughts of foreign
travel in pursuit of wealth or busingss. This was
an elegant and accomplished, young lady, named
Adriona Allsn, daughter of a widow, whose hus-
band, an eminent wine-merchant, had raized. himself
to opulence by his steadiness and integrity. Bruce
had been introduced to her by ome of his com-
panions; her engaging manners and affectionate
disposition soon won his -love ; their regard was
mutnal; and as the mother's consent was easily
obtained, the marriage took place (Feb. 3, 1754),
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and the prospectof riches in India was exchanged
for @ share in the wine-trade. Our traveller kuew
nothing at all about the business, but as it was an
additional bond of connexion with the fair object of
his choice, he embarked in it with all the ardour of
professional enthusinsm. Theedealings of the com-
pany were extensive, and he now seemed fixed for
life in an employment which promn.wd to securc
him both fortune and happiness.

But the morning.of his hopes was soon over-
alouded.  His young wife inheritad a consumptive
habit, which made it necessary for her to seek a
healthier clime than the thick noxious atmosphere
of London. Finding the waters of Bristol unavail-
ing, she undertook a journey to the south of France,
but expired on reaching Paris, exhavsted with dis-
eage and fatigue. The poignant grief of Bruce was
cxasperated almost to frenzy by the refusal of the
intolerant Catholie priests to gllow her Christian
burial. T'o obtain this rite required the influence of
the Dritish amoassador, Lord Albemarle; and at
theudesd hourof midnight, the disconsolate husband
hore her remains to a grave, for which he was
indebted to the humanity of thei nolleman. The
distractioncof his mind, with the want of food and
rest, threw him into a fever at Boulogne, from
which he recovesed so far as to bt able to return to
Jondon. His usual avocation was resumed. but
the tie that endeared it to him was broken, and it
no longer afforded him either interest or amusement.
Resigning the chief management to his copartner,
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he endeavoured to soothe his sorrows with study
and travel. e SRk

For two years he devoted himself to the acquisi-
tion of the Spanish and Portuguese languages, and
also made considernble progress in several séyles of
drawing. It fortunately happened that the conesrn _
in which he was gnggged required a egular and
constant intercourse with those cougtries, so that
his desire to visit the continent coincided with the
ordinary n;xtinc of the business.

After having Made a short visit to the islands of
Gruernsey and AIanfcv, he sailed in the month of
TJuly for the continent, and spent the remainder of
the year in Portugal and Spain. From Corunna,
where he landed, he proceeded to Ferrol, and thence
to Oporto ands Lisbon.  His professed object was to
be present at the vintage of that, season, but his
Jjournals showed thgt he had paid more attention to
the manners and customs of the people.  From
Portugal Bruce entered Spam. passed through To-:
ledo, and made an excursion over the mountain
into the provinee of new Castille. Abeut the niiiille
of November he reached Madrid, having traversed
the districts of Cowlova and Seville. His intimate
knowledge of the Spanish language was of great

_service to him, in enabling him to appreciate more
narrowly the hibits and condition of society.

The traces of Oriental manngrs, visible in the
south, the ruinous palaces of the Keliphs, and the
* yomantic tales of Moorish chnvulry,xnmod his atten-
tion to the unexplored collections of Arabic manu-
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Scripts, chomted i the monastery of St. Laurence
and the famous libiary of the Escurial at Madrid.
Having a slight acquaintance with that tongue, he
might perhaps have brought to light some of their
hidder treasures ; although little could be expected
frem Bruce after the laborious researches of Michael
Casiri, whe wis at that very tige engaged in com-
piling his cel=brated work the Billiotheca Arakico-
Hispana Escurialensiz, in which he has classed and
given copious extracts from no fewer th‘n one thou-
<and eight hundred and £fty-one Srabic manuseripts.
But the jealousy of the Spanish government pre-
vented him from gaining admission into that vast
sepulchre of oriental learning, except upon a condi-
tion with which his unsettlcd imagination could not
comply, that of attaching himself to the Spanish
court.

After sojourning there for a fow momhs. he de-
parted for Pampeluna, the capital of Navarre, where
he arrived on Christmas day] 1757, on his way to
France. (,rosmng the Pyrences, he reached Bour-
deaux, whers he tarried for some time, delighted
with the cheerful vivacity of French society. From
that city he traversed the eountiy eastward to Stras-
burg, and then following the course of the Rhine to
its conﬂuenoe with the Mame, he visited Frankfort.
Returning northward, he passed through Cologne
to Brugsels, havirg a strong-desire to visit the Aus-
trian. Netherlinds.  Ga the second day after his
artival he innocently inveigled himself in a duel”
with u stranger; and having wounded his antago
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nist, he was obliged to make tlxe'bést of his way to
Holland.  Thence he proceeded® to Hanover, where
he had the fortune to witness the battle of Crevelt
(June 23, 1758), the first engagement he had ever
seen. -

Yielding to the romantic ideas of ‘military gldiy
with which that spirit-stirring scené hal inspired
him, he resolved to quit the peacefulswalks of life
and the insipid avocations of trade, and become u
soldier. His imagination pictuted to him the ex-
ploits and the famd of hisslkustrioutancestors ; and
he might probably, hdve embarked as a military
adventurer in foreign service, had he not received a
letter at Rotterdam informing him of his father's
death.  This intelligence, and the consequent suo-
cession to the family estate, gltered his intentions,
and obliged him to return withouts delay to Eng-
land.  Having gradually disengaged himself from
his partnership in the wine-rade, he made prepari-
tions for returning to Scotland; the value of his
property in the mean time having been qonsid(_ef'—
ably raised by the large demands of*the Carron
iron-company on his coal-mines.:

A circumstince ‘at this time happened which
formed the pivot on which, the future destiny of
Bruce was to tumn. During his short stay at Ferrol,
in Gallicia, he had been led, in consequence, of a
rumour of war between Britain and Spain, to con-
sider that place as the most ddvantageous point for
the British squadron to attackewith & view to invade
the country. This project Bruce now communi-
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cated to Mr, Pitt, with whom he had the honour of
couversing on the subject. That able minister
seemed inclined to adopt his plan; but before it
could be carried into execution, and when Bruce
had r>ceived orders to wait upon him on the sub-
jext,, Mr. Pifc resined his office. The scheme,
however, 1/as aot allowed to drop : it had been laid
before the king, and was highly recommended by
Lord Halifax. The Earl of Egremont and Mr.
Grenville had several meetings with Bruce to con-
“cert the expedjtion, wkich was to be entrusted to
Lord Howe. But the Portagyese ambassador in-
terfered, and the idea was suddenly abandoned.
After these repeated disappointments, Bruce re-
tired to Scotland ; but he was soon again called to
" London by Lord Halifax, who suggested to him
the congenial t~sk of exploring the coasts of Bar-
bary and the magnificent remains of Moorish archi-
tecture, which bad been already partially visited by
the learned Dr. Shaw. The discovery of the sources
of the Nile was likewise made the subject of con-
vétsation ; aad it was from this incident that Bruce
conceived the design of solving that great geogra-
phical problem which, as he exyresses himself, liad
baflled tlie researches of all travellers for the last
"two thousand years  Fortune seemed to smile on
this arduous ﬁn‘(llr:rtak-'ng, for the consulship of
Algiers having become vacant by the death of
Mr. Ford, Brice was i.duced to accept the office as
affording additional convenience for making his pro-
poséil scientific excursion into the interior. Before
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his departure he had the honour of being presented
to his majesty George II1. who conversed with him
on the nature of his expeditiony and requested hin
to make accarate drawings of the ruing he might
discover in the course of his travels. To infproye
his taste and his knowledge of these matters, it was
arranged that he sheuldtravel throufth France and
Haly, with a view to observe and study the remains
of Roman antiquity in the latter country.

Bruce was overjoyed at the ‘delightful prospeet
now opened before him ; Me%ailed from England in
June, 1762, and awived at Rome instha month of
August.  The paintings, statues, ruins, and atbe'r
curiosities which he examined during his visits to
Nuples, Flarence, and Bologna, have already been
seen and deseribed by thousamls of travellers; it is
only necessary therefore to remark, that on all the
particulars he made very minute observations, which
indicated the extent of his knowledge as well as the
correctness of his taste and judgment. Having en-
geged an artist named Luigi Balugani, and avaled
himself of every opportunity to improve his own
#kill in drawing, as also of the Krabic language, he
sailed from Leghorn‘on board the Montreal, man-of-
war, and arrived at Algiers on the 15th of March,
"763- With the vigw of obsertiug the transit of
Venus, which would be vigille at that place; he
had provided himself with 4 compiete apparatus of
instruments; in’ the selection of which he had been
assisted by his friends Admirdl Campbell and Mr.
Russell. .



30 MEMOIR OF BRUCE.

" The despatches which Bruce sent home in his
capacity of British consul (and which are preserved
in the Colonial Office), gave a curious and correct
picture of ‘the customs of the Algerines, and of the
barbérous government under which they lived. Tt
was usual for every’ new consul to make large pre-
sents on e’nteﬁng upon hisoffieial employment ; the
rapacity of the Dey, which extended to his lowest
menials, led him to render their situation as dis-
dgreeable as possible, in order that he might enrich
himself by compelling the Christian states frequently
to change their diplomatic’ sesvants. The conse-
quence was, that our traveller soon got involved in
disputes with the Dey, who violated without seruple
both the persons and properties of such English
subjects as fell into-his hands. When Bruce re-
monstrated, he was instantly told by his Tlighness
that “he eared neither for the King of England
nor his comsul.”  He then véntured, in a letter to
" his patron, Lord Halifax, to recommend ¢ forcible
- measures, as the only way of maintaining the dig-
nity of his country at Algier< This bold advice
evidently placed Nis own life in jeopardy, and he
begun at Tast to apprehend that he might fall o vic-
tim * to these lawless butckers.”

Fresh quarrels *having arissn on the subject of
certain English passports which the French gover- -
nor of Minorca’had seized when he took that island,
and sold to Spaniards, Neapolitans, and other ene-
mies of the Barbary fegencies, with a view to involve
us in a war with the Alg.erincs, Bruce courageously
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opposed the cruel resolution ofethe Dey to order
every ship carrying a passavant, tr soritten certificate,
to be captured, concluding that as they differed
from the old printed form they must.have becn
forgeries. The result of this determined cenduct
was, that the British consul had his dtagoman taken .
from him, and was comanded to qeit the country
in three days; and had not the savage passion of
the Dey been somewhat abated by the opportune
arnival of proper admiralty passés, the discoverer of
the sourees of the Nile might havesfallen a sacrifice *
to the caprice of an ignorant barbarian. The dar-
gerous post from which Bruce had s narrowly
escaped, was immediately filled by a successor, who
overstepped the hounds of coneiliation so far as to
allow the Algerine tyrant to ippose a tax on British
vessels, which he had no right to lewy.

The time that elagsed between Bruce's dismissal
and his obtaining an answer from Lord Halifax.to
his despatch, was assiduously devoted to study in
making him faniliar with every thing that was "
requisite for his intended journey. From Father
Christopher, a Greek priggt ofaCyprus, who had
formed his acquaintanee at Algiers, he acquired a
thorough knowledge of the Romaic or "modern
Greek, which was of great importance to him in
. Abyssinia. From M, Bell, the king’s surgoon. and
from his friend Dr. Russell, physician to the British
factory at Aleppo, he obtained some - professional
information on the compounding ané administering
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of medicines, which afterwards served as a valuable
passport’in all the dountries which he visited.

No sooner was he rolieved from his tedious resi-
denice of two years and a quarter at Algiers, than
he prépared for his departure ; and accordingly, he

. satled on the 25th of August; 1765, for Tunis and
Tripoli, betng famished with recommendatory letters
from the Dey to the Bey of both these regencies.
Proceeding along the coast, he visited Bona, the
ancient Aphrodmutn on anchoring at Biserta, he
“paid a visit to Ftica, noteso méch (as he says) in
the expectation of finding axy thing rcm:uknblﬁ as
out ut mspc—ct o the Memory of Cato. * He found
the cm a heap of rubbish, but the trenches and
appmnches of the ancient besiegers were still tolera-
by perfect. After doybling CapeeCarthage, and
réwing along the bay, he saw several buildings and
columns still standing under water, by which it
appenrs that Old Carthage had owed pact of its

* destruetion to the sea; and hence may be inferred
* the absurdity of any attempt to represent the site of
thiat renowifed city on paper.

+The inhabitants. of Tunis he found to be more
rmlw.cd than the Algerines, fmd fiving under a
milder government. Hanng delivered his letters to
the Bey, he obmmed pemmsxon to visit the country
in any direction he might pleaw ; and gbout the
middle of September, he made :m excursion into
the interior, ‘accompatied by s draughtsman, ten
seryants, and « small escort of foot soldiers. From

" '
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the Bey's wife he received a pre.sent of a two-
wheeled covered cart, resembliffy those edmmonly
used by bakers, and this servedaas a conveyance for
his quadrant and telescope, protecting them suffi-
ciently from the weather. ‘wilt

At Tueca he found a Corintlian piilar of Parifn «
marble, and the mine ofe temple, anfong which he
remained fifteen days, making various interesting
drawings, which, it appears, have never yet been
siven to the world. At Hydra¥the ancient Thu-
nodrunum) he met"with asteibe of Brabs who were 5
immensely rich, bug, refaarkable for bgiq&eanptea
from paying tribute either to Tunis or Algiers, on
the frontiers of which kingdom they dwelt. Tife
pretence for this immunity was rather singrular:
Being obliged 1y the institugjaps of their founder to
live upon lion’s flesh, they enjoyed ehis indulgence
from these governmeats, because they devoured the
natural enemies of the state. Bruce pastook of this
cxtruordinary fare, and mentions ag anecdote of 2
D Shaw, who mude the same statement ; but find- y
ing it ridiculed at the university of Oxfifd as an in-
version of the order of natuse, sivee the more general
practice is for fions t ¢at men, he did not venture
to publish the fact in ljs travels, but contented
Limself with merely printing it i 4he appendix.

rom Hydr Bruce proceeded to Spaitla, sand
was occupied eight days in measurmg and drawing
it extensive and elegant ruifis. To this place he
returned a second time after making’a short visit to
Tunis, and spent five days more in revising and

-
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correcting his sketches. During these journeys,
hid health was godd, notwithstanding the heat of
the climate ; the only annoyance to which he was
exposed was an attack of a tribe of plundering
Arxabr  From Tunis he set out for Tripoli, travelling
along the codst; the only incidents of importance
that occurred on the route were his falling in with
the Haj or pilgrim caravan on its way to Mecca in
Arabia, and his being assailed by a party of Axal
horsemen, who were repulsed with considerable
difficulty. ' ¥
* At Tripoli he was bospitably received by the
British consul, a countryman of his own, the Io-
xourable Mr. Fraser of Lovat; but in consequence
of some misunderstanding between the Pasha and
Mr. Fraser, our traveller found it chsolutely neces-
sary for him td return to Tunis, until the differences
with the Barbary States were adjusted.  In August
1766, he atuin set out from Tunis, crossing the
desart by Sfax and Gerba, and arrived in safety at
Tripoli. . He then despatched an Eoglish servoue
to Smyrna with his books, drawings, and super-
numerary instruments, to await his arrival.
Crossing ‘the gulf of Sydra'(the'Syrtis Major),
Bruce visited Bengazi, but he found the whole
district in o state of lawless disorder, owing to the
mismanagement of the governor, who was brother
to the Bey of Tripoli. Quitting this dreadful scene,
and travellig over tlie greater part of the Penta-
polis, he visited the ruins of Orsinoe ; but discovering
nothing of intérest there, nor at Barca, he proceeded
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to Ras Sem, the petrified city, where the Arabs
pretend that men and horses,® women churning,
little children, dogs, cats, and mice, were to be seen
in a state of petrifuction. It is needless #o say that
Bruce discovered none of these marvels, and fhund
them all to be fables. Approaching the sea-coast Ife
came to Ptolemeta, the ancient Ptolefiais® the walls
and gates of which he found still entire, «and covered
with an immense number of Greek inscriptions.
The turbulent state of the country, the appearance
of the plague, and %the plumlering 8 the great pil-
grim caravan, induged®our traveller {o fly at once
from that inhospitable coast, to save his life and the
information he had so laboriously acquired. Em®
barking with his little party on board a Greek
junk belonging 46 Lampedoga, a small island near
Crete, he resolved to proceed on his journey; but
the vessel being badly appointed, and qvercrowded
with starved passengers, he discoveredy when too
late, that he only escaped one specips of danger
to encounter another. The captain was ignogant
of his duty, and being overtaken with # storm, the
ship struck upon a sunk roak at #he entrance of the
harbour of Benjgazi;*a few of the men perished by
attempting to save themgelyes in a boat ; Bruee was
an expert swimmer, gnd reached ¢he ghore in a state
of great exhaustion ; for a considerable fime helay
insensible, and was at length roused-from his stupor
by a blow on the head from tife lance d€an Arab, a
party of whom had come to plander the vessel.
From the fashion of his dress, which had been
- . °

.
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purckased at Alglers, the Arabs mistook him fora
Turk ; ‘and after many kicks and curses, they stript
their defenceless aisl half-dead victim, leaving him
in a state’ of nudity on the sand. Suspecting the
true ‘cause of his misusage (the Arabs detest the
Turks), he contrived to let the robbers know that
hie was a poo? Christian physician, a dervish going
fibout doing good, and wrecked while on his way
to Greece to get bread. This information pro-
eured him better treatment; the Sheik or chief of
the tribe ordeced him a plentiful supper, where he
hud the happiness to meet his aftendants.  Camels
wern then brought, and the whole party proceeded
o Bengazi ; liere Bruce wrote to'the Sheik, entreat-
ing him to endeavour to fish up his cases and in-
struments from the wreck ; but thigwas not effected,
though a handsome reward was offered, and he lost
by this fmportune accident -a sextant, telescope,
tishe-piece,"a small camers ohsours, seversl guns,
pistols, drawings, with many of his notes and ob-
servations. -

After being detained ot Bongazi about  two
months, Bmcc obtained n pnssage m a small French
sloop, the master of which he liad known at Algiers ;
and bidding farewell to Afiica; he landed at Crete,
where in conseqadnee of his exertion in the waves,
he was seized with an obstinate ague, and for some
days lay dangevously ill.' From Crete he sailed to
Rhodes, \vhbre he hadl the pleasure to find his books
and instruments,  Being desirous to view some
mbenificent yuing on the ecast of Cammuania in
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Asia Minor, e proceeded to Castelrosso; byt his
fever increasing, he was reluctfintly comprlled®to
abandon his object, and taking again to sea, he
touched at Cyprus, and then landed at Beiroot near
Sidon, on the coast of Phoenicia, in June, 176§.

His health and constitution had suffared severei®
still he resolved to persevere ; but hefbre®undertak-
ing his bold attempt to reach the foustain of the
Nile, he was anxious to visit Syria, and add the
ruins of Palmyra to those of Africa. Proceeding 3
by Latikea and Aiftioch #o*Aleppds he was again
seized with his releptl®s malady; agd had it not
been for the kind attention of M. Belyille, a K rench
merchant, and the professional skill of Dr. Russcl?,
physician to the British Factory in that city, it i3 .
probable Bruce% travels wopld bave ended in the
capital of Northern Syria. As soos as his health
would permit, he departed for Palmyrg, which he
reached, after making a narrow escape from the
treachery of the inhabitants in fording the Orontes.
The view of these,stupendous ruins made a strong 2
impression on his imagination, as surpassing any
thing he had éver seen. Withe the assistance of
Balugani, he procectied to_sketch the magnificent
scene before him, dividing, the whole into fix angu-
Jar views ; and after, finishing thigeqn large draw-
ings, he and his party quitted that enchanting place,
and travelled almost a hundred and thirty miles to
Baalbee. . .

Having taken a numbor ef dralvings of these
gigantic ruins, he returned by way of Tyre to the

= .
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hospitable mansion of M. Clerambaut at Sidon,
much fatigned, but gratified exceedingly with what
he had seen. On his arrival, he found a supply of
mathematical and astronomical instruments, which
had EBeen sent to him from Europe, to make up for
tne loss he had sustained at Bengazi: his telescopes
had been torwarded to hita fiom London; a time-
piece and a stop-watch from Paris; and a quadrant
from Louis X V., who had learned the story of his
misfortune from the Count de Buffon. Equally
flattered and defighted with this support, he resolved
to delay no Jonger his voyage to Egypt; and on the
15th of June, 1768, three years after quitting
Algiers, he sailed from Sidon for Alexandria, which
he did not reach until the beginning of July, having
been detained for sowms time at Cyprus, as it was
not known theve whether the plague had ceased in

‘Bruce ‘casried with him letters of recommendation
to the inercantile house of Julian and Bertram, and
to them he imparted his design of pumsuing his
joumey intd Abyssinia; but as the government of

Cairo had always’beens jealous of visitors to that
country, he was obliged to preccnd that his destina-
tion was to India

When his cases of m'ttmmnnh were opened at
the ~ustomhouse at Alexandria, they naturally sug-
gested to Risk, the secretary of Ali Bey,. that their
owner musthe versed in the science of astrology.
His supposed ¥nowlédge of the stars, and ability to
foretell contingent events, threatened to become
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rather a dangerous acoomplishmeht? In a feyy doys
he was desired to repair to the cotvent of StaGeoflze,
where he miet with his old friand; Father Christo-
pher, who had lived with him at Algierss and from
that venerable patriarch he received much eseful
intelligence respecting Abyssinia, wifere several®f .
the highest offices ;nehe &ingdom, he tol®him, were
leld by Greeks, with whom he corresponded.  The
fame of his astrological science’ led the Bey to
request an interview, that he ight ascertain the
result of the war then peading bettveen Russia and *
Turkey. Bruce apswered with trug sybilline ob-
scurity, which amazed the Bey, and he was dismissed
with an offer of coffee, sweetmeats and profectior.
His Jnowledge of physic likewise attracted the
“miotice of Ali, tho again seny for him to preseribe
a cure for a fit of sickness with which he had been
seized after dinner. Bruce recommendgd an emetic ;
a remedy which, being contrary to the religion as
well as the stomach of a Musssulmag, was declined, ®
until the experiment was made on a young monk,
« who wag absolutely turned inside out dofore them,”
that the Bey might have the savisfaction to see how
the medicine Bpem&ed. 2
Ansious to advance og his journey, ouk traveller
procured Tecommegdatory letterseto the governor of
Syene and Upper Egypt, o to the Bey of Suez,
the Sheriff of Mecca, the Naib of Massush (then
part of Abyssinia), and to®the King of Sennaar.
Thus provided, he bade adfuw to"Cairo, and em-
buarling with his little party on the 12th of "De-
- .
°
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cember, he procée&cd up the Nile in‘a canja, which
was to «carey him*to Furshoot, the residence of
Haman, Sheik of Upper Egypt. As he passed
along, he wvas gratified with a sight of the pyra-
mids,~and surveyed with delight the picturesque
scenery of thit ancient country. The situation of
Memphis, *the old capitaly of JEgypt, excited his
attention, and he entered keenly into the conflicting
opinions respecting its position, as maintained by
Shaw, Pococke, Niebulr, and others; but it is
needless for ue“to touch upon' that controversy,
which will likely remain for &vey a topic of dispute,
as the reader perhaps knows that not a vestige of
Memphis has existed for many centuries.

The ruinous villages and Arab encampments on
the margin of the river, gave life and variety to the
seene.. Palm trees studded the green narrow valley,
and behind them vose the barren bills of a whitish
sandy colour, and completely destitute of all vege~

“tation. At Rhoda, Bruce saw the magnificent ruins
‘of the ancient city Antinous, built by Adrian. In
some parts of the valley the ground was sown from
the foot of the mountiins to the waters edge, the
grain being merely thrown, afte the Tiver has sub-
sided, upon the mud, without,any preparation of the
plough.  In the, progress of his voyage, DBruce
visited. Girgé, Dendera,» Furshoot, Thehes, Tauxor,
Karnae, and other places memorable for their stu-
pendons. ruing which*have sinee his time been
depicted and described by a hundred subsequent
travellers; of many of these he took sketches, at the

. )
'
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hazard of heing murdered by thc'Arab robhers ; :md
in one of the sepulchres at Thebes, he drew two
ancient harps, which were peeserved among his
papers, and given to Mr. Bumey to ﬂlustrute his
History of Music.

Two days after the canja had sailéd from Luwr.
it reached Sheil Amuer, the encafipnient of the
Arab tribe that extended from Cosseir on the Red
Sea far into the desert which Bruce had to cross.
He thought it politic to cultivate their friendship.
The traveller and fiis party frere weld received by tlw
olit Bheik, called Ninimer (or the Tigpr), \rbo wits
very ill, and lying in the corner of his temt,on a
carpet.  Bruce prescribed soap pills, which afford®d
Bim' great relief; after which the grateful veteran
solemnly offeredl him his pratection'as far as Cosseir,
By the advice of the' “ Royal Tigs,"” to whom for
the first time he unfolded his real design of pene-
trating into Abyssinia, he was induced th take the
youte from Kenné to Cosseir; thenge to cross tho
Red Sea to Jiddwin Arabia; and from that part to
sail diveet for Massuah on the coast” of Sennaar,
Accordingly, on the 16th of February, 1769, he set
out from Kenné, retfacing iis course down the Nile;
having previously visited, the cclebrated “cataracts,
which are abont siy miles frome Assnan.  Much to
his surprize, lio found that vessels could sail up the
rapids, the viver there being not half a mile broad,
It divided into o number of small chilinnels.

The caravan, which he joified atKenné, crossed
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the dreary desertaka funereal pace ; nothing was to
be seen But burning sands, or barren hills of a brown
calcined colour, like the cinders on the side of
Vesuvius. * There was no water, brackish or sweet;
nor the traces of any living creature ; neither ser-
 pént nor lizard, antelope nor ostrich. In four days
they reachied ‘Cosseir, “ @ small mud village de-
fended by asquare fort with a few pieces of can-
non.”  Here one of his attendants, Abd-el-gin,-had
_mearly fallen a victim to the fury of the Arabs;
but by the add:ess and 'mtrepldxty of Bruce, he was
recovered from their hands when almost strangled
by means of a hair rope passed round his neck.
“While at this place, Bruce determined to attempt
a survey of the Red Sea, which was then but
imperfectly known to Mnropean naviliators. Having
provided a vessél for the purpose, he embarked with
his party, and proceeded along the Egyptian coast
asfar as"the entrance to the gulf of Suez. The
" ryais or captain. had the reputation of being a saint,
"but Jhis ‘absurdities were too ridiculous to impose
upon any bddy save the ignorant Arabs. To calm
the fears of his passéngerz, he gravely assured Bruce,
that any rock which stood in his way would either
jump aside at their approach, or else turn soft like
a sponge.  His miraculous vigfues, however, were
not proof against storms, for after making a short
excursion to  Jibel Zumrud, the emerald mines
described by Pliny, a’violent tempest of wind and
rain obliged them tU return to Cosseir; the rais
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being completely overcome with®terror, and amable
to manage the ship, kept muttefing something about
the mercy and merits of Sidi Ali. 2

On the 5th of April, Bruce again entbharked to
continue his survey, and proceeding up th& coast
four days, he crossed the gulf of guez to Tor, a «
small straggling village in the refion® of Mount
Sinai. On the 11th he again sailed ; advancing
down the Arabian shore, he touched at Yembo, and
thence continued bis voyage to Jidda, the most im-
portant place (exdept Mecha) on the castern coast
of the Red Sea. ol TG ALY -

‘From the effects of sun and weather, and the
attacks of his Bengazi ague, Bruce’s jaded appedr-
ance and shabby dress made him resemble a native
Arab or Turk¥ather than,an Englishman. Even
his own countryman at Jidda, Capfain Thornhill of
the Bengol Merchant, could not at first recognize
him asa European ; and imagining him fo be seme
poor starved ‘adventurer, sick and ,in distress, he’
ordered his cook to give him a hearty meal of broth
and mufon; Bruce despatched his “dinner, and
immediately fell asleep wpon & mat in the open
court yard, before dnother apartment could be pro-
vided for him. While pnjoying this welcome re-
pose, his luggage arived at the customhouse ; and
the Vizier being exceedingly curions to knowswhat
fo many large boxes contained, he ordered them to
be forced open at the hinges! The miegnificence of
the contents, when contrasted®with the humble guise
of Lh'e owner, excited his utmost astonishment.

o
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The first thingl he beheld was the firman of the
Grand Signior, spléndidly written and titled, the
inscription being posvdered with pold dust, and
wrapped up in green taffeta. Next appeared a
white satin bag, addressed to the Khan of Tastary !
Then a green and gokd bag, with letters directed to
tlie Sheriff of Mecen ! Then & erisnson satin bag, con-
taning others for Metical Aga, his chief minister,
sword-bearer, and favourite! Lastly, appeared a
letter from Ali Bey of Cairo to the Vizier himself,
written with all.the haughty pomp of a prince to a
slave, and copejuding by saying, that if any accident
should happen to Bruce through his neglect, the
offence should be punished at the gates of the Holy
City. The Vizier's curiosity at the sight of so much
mysterions grandeur, wag soon changed into feelings
of very painfud alarm; he ordered the mighty
stranger’s hoxes to be nailed up immediately, and
uplraiding the servants for not telling him to whom

“ they belonged, he mounted his horse, and instantly
Yode down to the English factory, inquiring every
where for the English nobleman, whom ndbody liad
geen. v

Bruce was still lying on his mat in the court, which
was now lilled with a erowd of people; and on the
question being puésto him, by.one of the officers,
whers his master was® “ In heaven" he replied,
yawning from his sleep; but soon recovering his
scattercd gonses, he roe and introduced himself to
the Vizier, as the owfier of the tremendons lugigage.
On being informed of his plans, arrangements were

-
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instantly made for getting him the Strongest possible
recommendations to the Naib er governar, of Mas-
sual, to the sovereign of Alyssinia, and the king
of Sennaar. AllL the English at Jiddy were, par-
ticularly: attentive to his wishes, and it was sgreed
that a native Abyssinian, called Malmmet Gibbesti,
should accompany Ijim, to be an ‘eyeswiiness of the
treatment he should receive.

While these preparations were gdtmg read\,
Bruce prosecuted his survey of the Red Sea. Leav-
ing Jidda on the 8¢h of July, he landpd at Gonfodaly,*
und thence continued his voyage to Gibel, Raban,
n small island in the Straits of Babelmanteb, "where
he drank from a jar of brandy to the health of kis
Britannie majesty. llm-iug determined the latitude
and longitude of the struits, and other places on the
adjacent coast, he sailed nnrt’m rard { Bth of August)
and amived at Lohgia, an Arabian town direotly
opposite Massuah, and the port of Abygsinin. Here
he was joined by his new guide, Mahomet Gibberti, «
who brought the firman for the Naib, and letters for” °
Ras Miclwel, governor of the great province of Tigré.
Quitting Loheia on the 3d pf September, they passed
Gibbel Teir, ' voleanic isle, about midway from
cither shore; on the 14th they reached® Dahalac,
the hugcst island in the Red “‘aa,,bclua thirty-geven
miles in length and cightesn in breadth; and on
the 10¢h, the vessel came to ancher in the harbour
of Massunh, . .

During his ¢ c.xrcumnnngnnon of the .\mbmn Gulf,
Druce made a great number of notes and observa.

.
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tions respecting tho soundings, currents, bentings of
the* different islands, and geographical position of
the prineipal points and harbours. His remarks
were chiefly nautical; but his collections of marine
produstions, and his observations on the natural

_ hittory of the RRed Sea were very extensive, although
not detaile] at-length in hig travels, or even in his
private journals.

After a long series of disasters and adventures,
this enterprising twaveller had at last reached the
‘land where lay the far-famed object of his researches,
¢ the coy fountains of the Nile.” Asitis to this
point thiefly thiat our attention in the present bio-
graphical sketch ig directed, we shall pass with
very fow remarks those parts of his narrative that

refer to the ancient history, as well s the civil and
ecclesiastical stote of the country.

The kmgdom of Habbesh (the old name of Abys:
sinia) is meckoned in superficial extent about the
size of Great Britain. That sequestered region,
* “intersected with ranges or chains of high mountains
and "low cvltivated valleys, is traversed by hot
poisonous winds, and deserts of moving sand.  The
ferocious manners of the peaple are more dangerous
to the traveller than the fervid climate the) inhabit.
On the south it is surrounded by the various tribes
of the Galla nations;, the Shangalla (the ancient
Cushites or Ethiopians) lie on the northern boundary,
forming, as it were, a string to the how of the Galla
territory, whick ulmest encompassés the kingdom
in the opposite direction.

° .
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Except its river and its religion, "Abyssinia seems
to possess little that can excite the interest= of
Europe, or connect it with the civilized world.
Alternately deluged with rain, or bumnt up by &
vertical sun, it presents at different seasons a picture
of luxuriant vegetation or cheerless salitude. Satu-
rated with heat and moisture, the black fat earth
is impregnated with swarms of insects, which burst
into existence, and overshadow the land with flying
armies of desolation. To avoid this living pesti-
lence, even the elephant apd rhinoceros plunge into
marshes, that the mud, when dried on their skin,
may form a shield impehetrable to “thefr attacks.
The inhabitants, with their cattle, repair to’ the
deserts, or take refuge in their cities, which are
generally perched on the tops of mountains. The
country of the Shangalla tribés, beigg low and flat,
is chiefly exposed to this annoyance.

This rude people migrate in tents, and daring the

rainy season they live in holes, excavated in the .

soft sandy rocks. They are Pagans. and yworship
the moon, stars, ‘trees, and  serpents.. They®are
carly trained to archery, and practice polygamy, as
they reckon a sgreat,number of children the best
defence against their enemits. One of the savage
wmusements of the AByséinians is to hunt these
ill-fated tribes in the®woods, a sort of horrid recrea-
tion which is customary on the accession of e;'er_v
new king to the throme. As the Shangalla. men
are active, and quite fimiliar with the intricacies of
the forests, their merciless pursuers enjoy, what®in

2
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the language of The jurf would be called excellent
sport, althongh theschase always ends in slangliter;
all the grown up persons, men and women, being
Killed, and the children earied off and sold for
slives to the Turks, who profess to admire the
Fxhiopians because in summer they have a cold
skinl o g 3
The Galla are o shepherd mce, and exceedingly
nmnerous; their complexion is brown or black,
with long hair of the same colour.  They are of o
* warlike disposition, and,manage their horses with
remarkable doxlmty Thedr habits and appetites
are fifthy to'a degree rare even in barbarians.  Even
- what niuy be termed the clegancies of their ‘dress,
is of a deseription that must appear somewhat offen-
sive o onr refined notions of personal decoration.
Rouml their bodies, By way of ornament, they wind
the entrails of oxen, which also serve as necklnoos;
and hang in elustering festoons down their breast
« or back. Their whole person iz hesmeared with
~ grease, which is poured so copiously on their heads,
thav it melts, and is continually dropping on the
goat-ekin that covers their shoulders, They devour
their ment raw; and when thissty, they opena vein
in the néck of a cow; and regale themselves with a
draughit of warm blood. They practise polygamy,
and in their religion are partly Heathens and partly
Muhometans, Bruce describes them as intelligent
and active, but extremely dirty and ignorant,
The king of Abyssinin, at the time when Bruce
redided at Massuah, was named Tecla Haimanout
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and lad succeeded to the throne.ifi 1769. Since
the death of M. Roule, who hadeproceeded fo that
court as French ambassador in 1704, no Europeau
had visited these secluded regions, and the land of
thiopia seemed almost blotted out from the gnap
of the world, The immense distance, sthe clinfatey
the dreary deserts, and the barbarous babits of the
surrounding tribes, were of themselves Jenough to
deter any ordinary traveller from undertaking 8o
dangerous a journey. The twosgreat links, com-
merce and religiongwhich, had so long connected
Abyssinia with Europe,wwere broken when the Ro--

* mish missionaries were intérrupted in tifeit labionrs
of conversion, and when the tmde with India Tors,
sook its ancient *oute by the Red Sea; ond directed
its course round, the Cape of Good Hope. The

sarrival of Bruce, therefore, Marked s new erm.in
our historical knowledge of that country. His
narrative contains a detailed account Zoccupvmg
nearly a thousand pages of his volumes) of the .
reigns of several kings, with minute deseriptions of
their persons, their petty feuds and dissensichs,
their wars with the Moors, the Jews, the Galla.
and their savage treatment of the Slmngalla tribes ;
but these we leavo to be stidied in the travels, as
not being essentially connéeted with tlxe biography
of the traveller,

Massuah, which Bruce reached afjer a paseagé of
geventeen days across the Arabion Gulf, is a small
island near the town of a\rkcdw. and Wus once &
place of great commerce; pommng a share of the

vois Vi -
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India trade, butit had long fallen into decay. ‘At
the period of his errival the place was in a disturbed
state, in consequence of the Naib having monopolized
the customs of the-port, and refused to surrender
any portion of them, either to the Pasha of Jidda
cr the king of Abyssinia.  This dispute had nearly
proved fital to Bruce, and deliberations were held
whether he should not be put to death and his
property divided among them ; but the advice of
Achmet; nephew to the Naib, prevailed ; and it was
' that thefate of-* the Exglish prince” should

be placed at his disposal.. With this personage
Brude contrived to ingratiate himself, chiefly through
+he influence of his sincere friend Mahomet Gibberti,
who had been sent by the Pasha of Jidda to
demand payment of the tribute ; and also to request
Ras: Michael, prime’ minister of Abyssinia and *
governor of the great province of Tigré, to lend hig
aid in eampelling the refractory Naib of Massuah
to perform his engagement.-

The good will of Achmet was easily secured by
the' compli-nent of a brace of pistols, and by the
adroit representation of Gibberti, who had impressed
his mind with magnificent ideas of Bruce's im-
portance, and of the amazing wealth and power of
his nation. Bat it proved a more difficult task to
conciliate the ‘old Naib, who was as remarkable for
his malicious cruelty as for his insatiable avarice.
On his return from Atkeeko, Bruce had an interview
with him, fo daliver his firman and letters of safety.
It'soon became evident that the design of this func-
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tionary was first to rob and then to assassinate
Bruce. He desived him to prepare three rich
presents, to be delivered to him on three separate
days ; and when this request was denied, he threat-
ened that unless he paid him down three hundred
ounces of gold, “ he would confine limsn a dungeow,
without light, air, or, meat, until his benes came
through his skin.”

At length Bruce succeeded in over-mvmg this
brutal savage (whose naked slaves were mady at'a
word to plunge their kniyes into the ¢ Christian -
dog”), by threatening lim with a broadside from an
English man-of-war, and ‘telling him”that he’ had
already sent forward his despatches to Ras Michae!
and the king of Abyssinia, who would most certainly
pumsh him if he offered any interruption to his
* journey. The old Naib found himgelf thus com-
pletely outwitted ; he dreaded the terrible name
of Ras Michael, who made and unmadg kings and
governors at pleasure ; and after some other meﬂfee- =
tual attempts to intimidate Bruce, by pretending -
that an insurrection had broken out in the country
through which he had to pass, he allowed him to
proceed.  Meantime.letters had arrived from Ras
Michael, expressing surprise why ¢ the physician
sent by the king from Arabia” was detained so long,
and commanding the Naib to furnish” him with the
necessary supplies, and forward him without loss of
time.

Every thing was speedily nmngeé and ready for
his departure, The faithful Achmet still appie-

»
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hending mischievdus designs on the part of hisuncle,
pfomised to accoffipany him part of the way, and
- take upon himself his safe convoy. On the I5th
of November, after a detention of nearly two months,
Bruge left Arkeeko, thankful at haying escdped from
& series of thoubles, vexations, and perils beyond
what he hadtever experienced, and prosccuted his
Toute to Gondar, the cap:tul of Abyssinia. The
road Iay through deep rayines, dreary p!nms, and
valleys thickly co¥ered with acacia trees, in which
the travellers eficounteved violest storms of thunder,
‘and were exposed to imminent danger from ele-
phants, lmcnas, and other beasts of prey.
+ The most striking object was the lofty mountain
of Tarenta, which rose aboye all the others, towering
to the clouds, and semetimes completely enveloped
in mist and darknese,  Over this they passed with
much difficulty, their clothes being torn, and their
hands amd feet lacerated with climbing up the rocks.
Descending the other side, they found the natives
busy with their harvest, the cowsand bullocks being
employed it treading out the corn.  The first town
they reached was Dixan, which was buiit on the
pinnacle of a hill resembling @ sugar-loaf. Leaving
this placa on the 25th of November, they entered
the province of Tigré, the bouudur) of which they
fourd to be marked by an immense daroo tree,
seven and o helf feet in diameter, with the head
Epreudmg in proportlon' At this spot Bruce got
quit of that fart of his retinue belonging to the
Naib of Massuah, whose presence had been a source
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of constant alarm to him; then they were joined
by several Moors, from one of whom he purchased
a black horse, which not only contributed to his
case and comfort, but more than once was the
means of saving his life.  Mounting his “steed, he
paraded the animal in every direction, firing ¥ro
his back at full gallop in the Arab ﬁn}uon ; all of
which had its own weight, by giving him 3 in the
minds of his rude attendants a superibrity which
induced them to obey and place confidence in his
orders.

The soil of the oonntrv fviis very unequal, some-
times rich and overgrown with wild ozts, so high as
to cover men and horses; at other places, rozky,
uneven, and covered with thick brushwood. Thev
crossed two rivers, the Bazelat and Angue'\h bemg
the first running water they had seen since pasing
Tarenta. The \rholc district of Tigfé, which they
had now entered, is 4ull of mountaing, which are
not so remarkable for their height as their curious
and grotesque forms; some being flat and square,
some resembling prisms or obelisks, and others ke
pyramids pitched on their vertex with the base
uppermost.  Ope of these pinnacles, called Damo,
served as a prison to'the royal family of Alyssinia,
in ancient times, during ¢he massacres under a queen
named Judith, searcely less celebrated in Ethiopian
history than the famous princess who visited Sulo-
mon at Jerusalem.

The town of Adowa, at that time considered as
the capital of Tigré, stood at the foot of the hill of

-
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the same name; and consisted of about three hun-
dred houses, each dwelling being enclosed by hedges
and trées. The residence of Ras Michael was on
the top of a hill, afd resembled a prison rather than
a palace.” In it and the adjoining building, more
than' three hundred people were confined in irons:
the object of this* cruel treatment was to extort
money from them ; many of ‘them had been there
twenty yedrs, and were kept in cages like wild
beasts. The houses were of rough stone, cemented
with mud instead of mortar: the roofs were cone-
shaped, to resist the hea¥y rains, and thatched with
reeds, The inhabitants have three harvests annu-
ally. according to the different kinds of crop ; wheat
8 reaped in November, barley in February, and
teff, or vetches, in April. They are much annoyed
with rats and field-mice, which they destroy by
setting fire to the straw.

Bruce was anxious to proceed without delay to
Gondar, *and the tranquil state of political events
seemed to offor him a favourable opportunity. IRas
Michael had found the old kifg, Hatre Hannes,
w.hom he had raised to that dignity by assassinating
his predecessor, foo feeble and sluggish for his
duties ; and having despatched him by poisoninig his
breakfast, he placed his =ot, Tecla Haimanout, on
the throne. The'péople, wearied of these revolutions,
had subsided into a temporary calm. Of this in-
terval Bruce détermined to avail himself, and on
the 17th of January, 1770, he aad his party quitted
Adowa, and on the following day they reached the
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plain, where stood the celebrated ‘ruins of Axum,
supposed to have been the ancient capital of Abys-
sinia. The remaing of art and architecture are very
extensive, consisting entirely of pillars, ‘fragments
of temples, and other public buildings. Awong
the statues is one of Ptolemy Euergetes, sitting
with his crown on, and his feet resting -on a large
oblong slab of free-stone like a hearth. | :
It was in the neighbourhood of Axum that Bruce
saw the natives eat raw beef-stenks, warm from the
cow's buttock, and he hag minutely described the
way in which the exploit was performed. He and
hig attendants had fallen in with a party’of travellers
who were driving a cow, which they supposed had
been stolen ; on a sudden, they tripped up the heels
of the poor animal, so that it fell to the ground.
One of them then sat across her necl;, holding down
her head by the horns; another twisted the halter
about her fore-feet; while a third, who, had a knife
in his hand, got astride upon her belly before her |
hind legs, and in a twinkling cut out two pieces,
thicker and longer than our ordinary. beef-stéaks,
from the higher part of the rump. “ How it was
done,” says Bruce,. “ I cannot positively say, be-
cause, judging the cow was to be killed from the
moment T saw the knife drawn,, I was not anxious
to view that catastrophe, which wis by no means
an object of curiosity. = Whatever way it was done,
it surely was adroitly, and the pieces were spread
upén the outside of one of thair shizlds.” '
When the operation was ended, the skin, wlich
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had. been merely flayed off and left entire, was
flapped . down over the wound, and fastened by
means of two skewers or pins; the part was then
covered with a cataplasm of clay, after which the
animal was forced to zise and proceed, until her
bungry drivess required another meal. This fact
was one of the very extraordinary events in which
Bruce's verycity was called in question; the story
was lnughed at in his own country, and considered
t00_absurd to be<true; subsequent observations,
howeyer, have since that timesamply verified his
statements. ¢

Wien (hé fravellers reached Siré, they found the
peace of that province disturbed, in consequence of
the insurrection of Fasil, a man of low birth, who
had been made governor of Damot. Ras Michael
bad marched pgainst liim, and succeeded in dis-
persing his army, after killing ten thousand of his
men. The, whole country through which they
passed was strewn with ruined villages, the wretched
monwments of the governor's cruelty. No other
eveit of importance occurred to interrupt them;
and after traversing for a month an extensive and
mountainous region, the partysarrivéd on thé 14th
of February (ninety-five days after leaving Massualy)
at Gondar. 1% ; :

The situation of that metropolis is described as
very romantic, [t stands upon the flat summit of a
hill of cansiderable height ; the houses were chiefly
of clay, with the useal conical roofs, The kihg's
palace was a square building, flanked by towers,



)

MEMOTR OF BRUCE, R

*

and surrounded with a stone waﬂqﬂxirty feet high,
and broad enough at the top ff a parapet and a
path. The whole population of thie town was at
that time estimated at about ten thousand families.
On the opposite’ side of the river Angmb Was a
large suburb consisting of about a thdusand houq‘x.
‘occupied by the Mom or Mahometars, *

On reaching the capital, Bruce found that the
king and Ras Michael, as well as the principal
Greeks, to all of whom he had’ brought letters of
introduction, were hot thea seturned from their mili-
tary expedition. In this dllemmn, apd lmowm,,
nobody to whom he could address hitnself, a Moor
intimately acquainted with their chief, to whom ¥e
bad brought a letler from his friend Janni, con-
ducted him to & house in the Moorish town, sup-
plied him with food, *and promiseds to sereen him
from danger until hg could procure protection from
the government. Here he was soon discovered. by
Ayto “Aylo, the queen's chamberlain, who had
alveady heard of his renown as a physician.® This
functionary told Bruce that Welled Hmvar_’ynt, “éon
of Ras Mlchacl had arrived frow the camp, ill of a
fever ‘which was supposed to be the gmall-pox, and
that the Tteghe, or quegn-yrother, Tiad sent to request
his attendance at her palace at ngnm, to bbnsult
about the patient.

In obedience to the royal mandate, he repaired to
her majesty’s residence ; but the sick youth had
received 80 mueh bencﬁt from a charmed potmn
admnustcrcd bya saint, consisting of certain mystu:
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characters writters on a tin plate, and then washed
off and.given hint to drink, that the consultation
was deferred till next day. Scarcely had he returned
home, however, when a second message informed
him ¢hat Welled was so ill that his mother, the
beautiful Ozoro Esther (wife of old Ras Michael),
and the Tteghe, begged him to,come again and visit
him; with sgme others who were sick.

On entering the palace, he found a deputation of
monks had arrived*to perform a miraculous cure, by
laying upon the patient accross #nd a picture of the
Virgin Mary, sent by three‘renowned saints from
Waldubbd. * In consequence of this prescription,
Bruce’s skill was not put in requisition ; but he was
introduced to the queen-mother, with whom he held
a long conversation about the Roman Catholic reli-
gion and the healing “virtues of miracles. Next
afternioon he was informed that Welled Hawaryat
and some.others that were sick had died, an event
« which destroyed all faith in the medical reputation
- of the saints, i &

&5 the contagion had spread itself all over Gon-
dar, Bruce was requested to take up his abode in
the palace, where:the whole ehildrén and grand-
children belonging to thie royal family were placed
under his charge., Accordingly, being provided with
an Abyssinian dress, with his hair cut round, curled,
and .pcrfnmcd in, the tru¢ Amharic fashion, he pro-
cecded to his.destinatien, and entered at onee upon

 the funetions of his new profession, His mode of
tredting the disorder, by the admission of fresh air



. MEMOIR OF BRUCE. « &9

and the use of fumigation, so contiary to the suffo-
cating system and the cramming with raw_beef.as
pracuwd in Abyssinia, was attended with the hap-
piest results. His patients were at length considered
out of danger, and by way of fee he recexveg the
present of a house in the immediate yicinity of the
palace, where he continued to reside, agreeably to
the most positive command of Ras Michael, not to
leave his charge until further orders. ~The leisure
thus afforded him he employed in mounting his
instruments, and unkmn some astronomical and .
meteorological observations. -

On the | ?lh of March, Bruce proceeded to: Azazo
to meet the Ras, who had arrived with the troops
at that place. That extraordinary person, feared
and hated by every individual in Abyssinia, was
dressed in a coarse dirty cloth, wrapped about him
like a blanket, with a sort of table-cloth folded
about his head. He"was lean, old, n.ud lame, with
sore eyes, and sat stooping upon a favourite mule ;
but he was too much occupied with “military busi-
ness to enter into discourse with the stranger. “He
had just gained a victory over the Galla tribes, and
the first horrid. proof of it Svhich he exhibited was
causing the eyes of twelve of their chiefs; svhom he
had taken prisoners, td bé pulled out, and the un-
fortunate sufferers o be turned sightless into the
desert, to be devoured at night by the hymnas. =

Next day, the army, about %0,000 strang, marched
into the town in triumph ; the Ras took the com-
mand of the troops at Tign,, Le was barcheadad,
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with long hair, white as snow. A black velvet
cloak mth a silver frnge hung over his shoulders
down his back ; and a bag at his right sticrup held
a silver wand, about five and a half feet long.
Behind him marched all the soldiers who had slain
an enemy and taken the spoils; with these horrid
traphies their Jances and firelodks were ornamented,
as also with small shreds of scarlet cloth, one
picee for cvor\ man he had killed.

The most remarlable among these savage warriors
was the docr-keepcr of the Ras, who had been so
snccessful in his inhuman drade, that his whole
lance sands javelin, horse dnd person, were covered
with" patches of red cloth. The head-dress of the
governors of provinces was curious, consisting of a
broad fillet round the head, tied bepind, and in the
mulslle of the forehc:dl‘propded a horn, or comical .
lneoa of silver, ahout four inches long, resembling
in shape,a’ common_ candle extinguisher. These
badges of honour were only worn at reviews or
- parades after victory. The king himself had a fillet
of yrhite muslin, fastened in the same manner, and
hanging about two feet down his back. Around
him were his officers of sfate, the young nobility who.
had mo gommand, and after these the houschold
troops; lastly came the' executioner of the camp
with his attenwmts, one of whitm, as a warning to
evil doers, carried upon a pole the stufied skin of a
human being, which he hung up on a branch of the
tree appropriaied to public executions.

Hruce had continued to visit his paticnts regularly
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at Koscam, where he was cordinﬁ; received by the
Iteghe : but he had been compietely neglected by
all except the Moors, who were grateful for the
attention he had paid to their childrem. In the
evening of the 13th, the Moorish chief, Negadé¢ Ras
Mahomet, informed him that it was fn contempld-
tion to appoint him JPalambaras, or master of the
king's horse, a very distinguished offize both for
rank and revenue. Bruce remonstrated against all
preferment, as tending to defeat ‘the great object of
His visit, and requested othat his friends would
merely use their utmost exertions to induce Ras
Michael to provide for his safety while proceeding
to explore the source of the Nile. i ”

For this purpose it was resolved that the letters
he had brought from Cairo and Jidda, setting forth
the power and riches:of the Englich nation, and
the important character of the traveller, should be
communicated to the king and the Ras, and a
personal interview obtained with both. Old Michael -
received him with great dignily, cautioned him
against the danger * of wandering in solitary places
to sedrch for trees and grass, and.to sit up all might
alone looking «t the stars of heaven;” and told him
that he was to be appoipted Baalomaal to the king,
and commander of the Koccob harse, that situation
being gne maost likely to secure ‘his personal safety
and leave him at liberty to prosecute his own
designs, - et

From the Ras ha proceeded to the palace « to
kiss the ground on kLis new appointment” The
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king, who sat with his mouth covered according to
the Abyssinian custom, put many questions to him
ahout Jerusalem and the holy places, asked him
about his own country, and whether they had the
same moon and stars; and finally told him, that
instead of returning home with the Greek officers
who accompanied him, he wzs that night to enter
upon his new duties, by taking charge of the door
of the royal bed-chamber.

Bruce and his brother Baalomaal then hurried to
supper ; durirg the repust the wine circulated &0
freel that one of them, nephew to Ras Michael,

Gucbm Mascal, who was incessantly vaunting
ubont his skill in fire-arms, got so cup-valiant that
he gave our traveller a kick with his foot, calling
him a Frank, and a ligr for saying “ that the end of
a tallow candlc in his gun would do more execution
then an iron ball in Guebra Mascal's.” This insult
was not {0 he endared ; Bruge, boiling with passion,
seized him by the throat, threw him violently or
" the, groun(l and struck him or the fice, having
received in the scuffle a slight wound on the erown
of the head as hu wrested the drawn knife from
his assailant. By the Jaws of Abyssinia, the lifting
of a hand within the precincts of the palace is
punishable with Ceath, and jn a few hours the
offender was in irons; but by the interposition of
Bruce, who related the whole occurrence, the Ras
" was prevailed upon to pardon his kinsman and
overlook the whole uffair. This untoward quarrel,
together with the death of bis dravghteman Balu-
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gani, annoyed him so grievously, that he almost
resolved to abandon the object of his journey, and
ask permission to return by Tigré.

The marvellous boast about the tallow candle
had excited the king's curiosity o far, that he'pro-
fessed himself incredulous of the reSult until e
should sce the experiment tried. ' Brace, who had
no doubt of convincing his majesty, ordered three
strong buffalo hides to be suspended against a post
close in contact behind each other ; and having put
one half of a farthing candlz into his loaded musket,
he discharged the confents through ajl the shiclds
with such violence, that the tallow was dasha{;into
a thousand pieces against a stone wall, ‘some dis=
tance beyond the targets.  Shouts of applause from
the crowd followed this exploit, which were re-
doubled when they saw the other half of the candle
fired through a table of sycamore. The priests,
who were his great enemies, alleged the whole was
done by magic; but on the king's mind it made
the most favourable and lasting impression, so that
ever after he treated Bruce with the most decisive
marks of confidence and friendship. This simple
feat, which every school-boy can perform, raised
Bruce into notice, and was long remembered in that
country, where the story was teld to the English
traveller, Henry Salt, forty years afterwards.

As a more substantial token of court favour,
Bruce was created governor of Ras el Feel, a western
district adjoining the frontier of Sennaar. .

Meanwhile, the rebel Fuasil no sooner heard of
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Ras Michael's return to Gondar, than he marched
against«the Agows, near the sources of the Nile,
and defeated them in o bloody battle.” A council
was forthwith called, and although the rainy season
was at hand, old Michael declared that the king's
forces should immediately take the field. DBruce,
who was"suffering from ague and ill health, had
taken up his residence at Emfras, a town eastward
of the great lnke Tzana ; and as the army passed
cloge by that place on its march, he embraced the
opportunity of joining ity in order to visit the neigh-
bouring cataract of the Nile, as the troops had to
cross the river before reaching the enemy's territory.
sAfier a journey of several days, they arrived at the
v‘xi!cr, which was: confined between two rocks, and
ran in a deep ravine with great noise and impetuous
velocity.  * The cataract itself (says Druce) was the
most magnificent. sight that.ever I beheld. The
height kns heen rather exaggerated, but judging
from the position of long sticks and poles, at diffe-
rent heights of the rock from the water's edge, 1

may venture to say that. it is nearer forty fect than
any other measurz.  The river had been consider-
ably increased by mins, and. fell in one sheet of
water, above balf a mile in breadth, with a force
and roaring thats was fruly teerible) and which
stunned and mude me for a time perfectly dizsy.
A thick fume or haze covered the fall'all around,
and hung over the ceurse of the stream, both above
and helow, markingits track though the water was
not seen.” From the cataract Bruce returned to the
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house of his Moorish friend Negade Ras Mahomct,
and on the 22d of May (1776) he resumed his
Journey to join the King. After ; passmg fhe Nile,
“they advanced through a flat “country, where the
grass was trodden down, the fields 1¢ft without
cattle, and every thing bore marks that the tarnlg)c
Ras had gone before. An awful snlence reigned
around ; the houses ‘ere deserted, and every lmng
being hnd fled before the march of the destroyers.
For the first time Bruce felt his spirit sink at the
idea of having penetrated into S0 remote a country,
abounding with so many” dangers, from which he
appeared to have little chance of extricating him-
self.  This rashness and imprudence, added to the
thonghts of his friends in Scotland, greatly depressed
his mind ; but these uneasy reflections were speedily
dmlpatcd by the sound of a:general firing, which
indicated that the army was not far‘iixst'\nt.

The noise was net caused by any engagement,
but by the soldiers amusing themselves' in shooting
boars, buffaloes, deer, and other wild animals that
were driven from their lairs at the approach of, the
troops. A slight encounter with the enemy had
taken place at Derdera ; those who could not escape
were slain, and all sorts of .wanton barbarities were
committed. The expedition having thus ended, the
king and Ras Michael deterniined. to return to
Gondar.  On the 26th of May they re-crossed: the
Nile amidst much oonfusxon, the Strcam being
swollen with rain. Rafts were employad for trans-
porting the women and children ; the rest swam

VOL. VII. E :
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with their horses. Two days after the passage, the
Ras engaged TFasil and routed him at Limjour;
next day the rebel gave in his submission, and so-
lemnly promised thdt he would never again appear
in arms against the king, but hold his government
faithfally under him, and pay his contributions regu-
larly.  After this declamtion, Fasil was appointed
governor of Damot and Maitsha.

On the 30th of May Bruce returned to Gondar,
mortified at having undergone so many dangers
without attnining the great object of his journey
—viewing the "sources of the Nile—which he had
approached within fifty miles. Confidence, however,
neves failed him, and the reconciliation of Fasil be-
came instrumental in accomplishing hLis wishes. He
had been very attentive and serviecable to Fasils
servants while in the comp, especially in preseribing
for his principal’ general, Welleta Yasous, who had
a cancer onthis lip; and in réturmn he obtained a
grant of the village of Geesh and the source where
the Nile risesy in exchange for Tangouri near
Emfeas.  This arrangement greatly facilitated is
plans; and although the Tteghe showed much aver-
sion to his design, she ditl not positively forbid the
attempt ; and accordingly, on the 20th of October,
Bruce and his party resumed the task of exploration.
His quadrant reduired four nien, relieving each
othet} to carry it; and his time-keeper and teles-
copes employed (o more. Passing the flat coun-
try of Demben, towards the great lake Tzana,
through which ran the waters of the Nile, they
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came to Gorgora, an elevated jleninsula running
into the lake for several miles) and one® of the
pleasantest situntions in Abyssinia. Proceeding
onwards they reached Bamba, a collection of small
villages in a valley, where Fasil was encampediwith
hgg army. Knowing that this chieftain Liad power
to forward his objecte Bruce obtained®an"interview
with him in his tent, und was disippoirted to find
that he was disposed rather to betray, or even to
destroy him, than to promote his design. He affected
great surprise at the purpose of his undertaking ;
told him that the Galli, through whgm he had to
pass, were a wild and ferocious people, and that he
would not reach his destination in twelve months:
Bruce, full of indignation at this treachery, remon-
strated with im“on his breaclvof fuith ; and hinted.
that if he did not dé his duty, I might incur
another visit from Ras Michael and,the army.
This spirited conduet had the desired efféfdt. Fasil
changed his tone ; assured him that the head of the
Nile was within a day’s_travel with a fleet hogse,
and offered to send a trusty guide with him to
Geesh.  After making him hand¢ome presents, and
obliging the Galla clfiefs to, swear that ﬂxc’v would
not hurt him ; “ Now ge in peace (said he), you are
a Galla; this is a cutse upon theni and their chil-
dren, their corn, grass, and ecattle, if ever theydlifc
their hand against you or yours, of doé not defend
vou to the utmost if attacked by others.” Upon
this, Bruce kissed hands and tdok leave. 3
On the 31st of October be crossed the Nile once



68 MEMOIR OF BRUCE.

more, near the dangerons ford which he had formerly

with so muzh difficalty with the king's army.
On the bank they found some of the Galla tribe,
whose chief was called Jumper, to whom Bruce
paid his respects. He found him at his toilette,
=fter the fashion of his country; that is, he was
rubbing =nelted tallow on his arms.and body, afd
plaiting his hair with the large and small entrails
of an ox, some of which hung like a necklace
round his throat. Our traveller made his visit as
* short as possible, glad to escape the perfume of filth
and carrion, which was far from being agreeable.
These savagés offered no injury to the strangers,
but they paid the utmost deference to Fasil's horse,
which the owner told Bruce, when he made him a
present of it, would be a sufficient passport through
the country.

Farther into the mtz&'mr, and beyond the Assar
river, the soil was extremely rich, and bore wild
oats of a prodigious height and size. The trees
were covered with flowers of every colour, and
crowded with birds of uncouth’ forms, all of them
richly adorned with every variety of plumage; few
of them, however, were musical. -their notes re-
sembling the squalling noise of the jay.

It was on the 2d of "November that Bruce, for
the first time, obtained a distinct view of the moun-
tains of Geesh, the long wished-for ohject of his
most dangerous and froublesome journey ; and being
now within right of his goal, he proceeded with
rédoubled alacrity. The Nile was before him, and
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he joyfully descended to its banks, which were
ornamented on the west with high trees of the salix
or willow tribe; while on the east appeared black
and thick groves, with craggy “pointed rocks, and
overshaded with tall timber trees going to decay
with age. The old inhabitants had a profound
veneration for the river, and endeavoured to prevent
the strangers from Crossing, unless they took off
their shoes. y

Next day they journeyed through a plain covered
with acacias. * Here (says Bruce) the Nile winds
more in the space of four miles, I believe, than any
river in the world. Ttmakes aboze o, hundred
turns in that distance ; and is not above twenty feet
broad, nor more than a foot deep.” After coasting
for some little time along the side of the valley, they
began to ascend a mountaiif; supposed to be the
Montes Lunce of antiquity ; and reaching its summit
about noon, they cdme in sight of Sacala, which
joins the village of Geesh. Immediatel§ below was
seen the Nile, much diminished insize, and now
only a brook that‘had scarcely water to turn a mill.
It ran swiftly over a bottom of small stones, with
bhard Dblack rock appearing amongst them; the
ground rose gently i);om the bank to the sputhward,
fall of small hills and” erainences. Before he had
reached Geesh, Bruce was told by his guide, Woldo,
to look at a hillock of green sods in the midst'of a
marshy ground ; « It is there (said he) that the two
fountains of the Nile are to be found.”

The intelligence had an electric effect on .the
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mind of the tms_:cllcr. “ Half undressed as I was
(says he), and thiowing my shoes off, T ran down
thé hill towards the green island of sods, which
was about two hundred yards distant. The whole
side of the hill was thick grown with flowefs, the
lurgc bulbous roots of “huh, appearing above the
stirface, and tiieir skins coming off on treading upon
them, occasioned me two very severe falls hefore
I reached the brink of the marsh. I, after this,
came to the mound of green turf, which was in
form of an altar, apparently the work of art, and I
stood in rapture over the principal fountain which
rises in the nuddle of it.

& IT: is " easter- (cou(mucs DBruce in a strain of
upturous exultation) to guess than to deseribe the
situation of my mind at that moment—standing on
the spot which had bafiled the genius, industry, and
inquiry of bot: ancients and moderns for neasly
three thousand years. Kings had attempted this
discovery .* the head of armies, and each expedi-
tion was distinguished from the last, only by the
dxﬂ'erence of the numbers which had perished ; and
ngrccd only in the disappointment that had uniformly
and without exception followed them all.  Though
a mere private Briton, I triumphed here, in my own
mind, over kings and theip armies; and every com-
parison was leading nearer and nearer fo presump-
tion. when the place itself where T stood, the ohject
of my vain-glory, suggested what depressed my
short-lived triumph. I was but a few minutes
arrived at the sburce of the Nile, through number-
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less dangers and sufferings, the least of which would
have overwhelmed me, but for the continyal geod-
ness and protection of Providence. I was then,
however, but Lalf through my journey, and all
those dangers which I had already passed, awaited
me again on my return. I found a desponflency
gaining pround fast upon me, and blasting, the crown
of laurels T had too Tashly woven for myself:"

The artless style of these remarks is a strong
internal evidence of the authenticity of Bruce's
narrative. His tone of extravagant joy is suddenly:
overcast with a cloud, of mclanchoﬁ', on reflecting
how disproportionate was’the object &f hiv distovery
in itself, with the time and toil it had cost him to
necomplish it.  The contemptible streamlet, issuing
from a hillock of green sods, bore little resemblance
to the vast rolling mass of Witers that gave fertility
to Pgypt.

The transition from despondency to dgﬁglt, in his
present state of mental excitement, was equally
rapid ; forgetting his gloomy anticipafions, he drank
to the health of his majesty King George ITL, from
a large cup made of a cocoa-nut shell, still preserved
among the family heir-looms at Kinnaird. Several
other healths followed from the same limpid foun-
tain, after which he tofsed his cap in the air with &
loud huzza, until i Agows, who had nl‘pmﬂ on
the neighbouring height, stood in silent mmazement,
believing that he was out of his senses, or had been
bitten by o mad dog.  After ghis seene of hilarity,
which greatly amused his altendants, who could
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not enter into his feelings, he retired to his tent to
dream his adventures over again.

The small marsh, in which stood the hillock of
green sods, was about eighty yards broad ; the altar
itself was nearly three feet high and about twelve
in- difimeter, smrrounded by a wall of turf, at the
foot of which there was a narrow trench to collect
the water. In the middle of the hillock was a hole
about three feet in dinmeter and six deep, filled
with water, which had no ebullition or perceptible
motion of any kind upon its svrface. About ten
feet distant, thére was a secord small fountain, with
a wall, tronéh; and hole like the other. The body
of water from all these, when collected in one
stream, according to Bruce, “ would have filled a
pipe of about two inches in diameter.” The latitude
he fixed at 10° 59 57 north, and 36° 55’ 30"
east longitude. The Shum, or priest of the river
(Kefla Abay), an old venerable Jnan, with a white
flowing beard, and a skin buckled round his body
with a belt, reteived the traveller with great kind-
ness; he gave up his house to Bruce and his at-
tendants, and insisted upon their taking his daughters
(he was the father of eighty-fyur children) as his
housekeepers, a proposal which was readily ac-
cepted. &t o

Bruce staid 6t Geesh several “days, during which
time he was constantly occupied in making various
surveys and astronomical observations. He became
exceedingly popular with the inhabitants, who were
given to understand he was their new sovereign or
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governor, and would pay for evéry thing without
exacting taxes or military service, ) ;
Tt is scarcely necessary to inform the intelligent
reader, that DBruce's discovcry.‘ after all, left the
great geographical problem (the real sources of the
Nile), which had occupied the attention of so many
ages, and baffled the efforts of Cambyses, Alexander,
and Ptolemy, still ufiresolved. It is well known,
that in the kingdom of Nubia, about sixfeen degrees
north of the equator, the great river of Egypt splits
into two main branches, called the Bahr el Azrek
or Blue River, flowing from the easfyard, and the
Bahr el Abiad or White River, which takes a
western course. These names they derive from the
respective colour of their waters, a fact which shows
that they flow through tracts of country differing
entirely in the qnalities of *vheir soil. At their
Jjunction, the White River is by far the larger of
the two; and for more than a league after their
mecting, the waters on each side retain their peculiar
colonr. There can be no doubt, that this is the
main artery of the Egyptian Nile. This, Bruce him-
self, much to his honour, admits; and conjectures,
from the larger yolume of water, that it must pro-
ceed from a more remote source ; so remote, that it
yet rémains undiscovered, @xcept in the dark float-
ing clouds of the tropics, which give back in perio-
dical rains those copious exhalations which tliey
draw from the great basin of the Mediterranean.
But though this fact is allowed, it scarcely plucks
a single berry from the laurels of Bruce. The
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Ethiopians have@lways claimed for the Blue River
the distinction of “heing the genuine branch of the
Nile. 1% was so considered throughout all antiquity ;
and we learn from'a recent traveller, DBurckhardt,
that the "Abyssinians of the present day give the
ame of Nile to the Bahr ¢l Azrek. Bruce, there-
fore, has all the merit of resolving the grand geo-
gmphicnl'pmblem of his tinr, Whether he was
the first Extropean that visited the sources at Geesh
has been disputed 5 but if the Jesnit Paez saw these
« coy fotmntains” before him, the world was left in
all but total dgnorance ®of the discavery. Bruee
perfogmegl thg task with all%the dangers and disad-
vausages of a first adyenturer; he reached the goal
Svhich human curiosity had so long panted to attain ;
and by his dauntless courage alone, he achieved in
his day what Ross ag Parry woilld have done in
ours, had they%ucceeded in érecting the British flag
on the nordh pole of the carthe
-Havin@coomplishcd his grand objects and taken
leave of the venerable Shum, Kefla Abay, Bruce left
Gegsh an the 10th of November, 4770, and returned
to Gondar. Fasil had already departed for that
capital, and his Wife aad sisters insisted that the
tmve"er.slnould marry them, if being, they said, the
invariable rule of that cqundry, that the conqueror
should espouse the wives of lys enemies.  During
Brace's absence, a great revolution had been effected
at Gondar, the®throne of Tecla Haimanout having
been seized by a usufper, named Socinios, who had
appointed Fasi) Ras® Several desperate battles took



MEMOIR OF BRUCE. 75

place between the rebels and e king's troops,
which ended in the defeat of the former and the
restoration of tranquillity. Y

The horrid barbarities which Bruce had witnessed,
and the numberless exceuntions of the reliels, whose
putrid carcases, thrown on the streets to be devaured
by hywnas, corrupted the atmosphere, detcrxnmed
him to leave that wfetched country without dclsy
With the utmost reluctance he obtained permission
of the king to depart, having received from his
majesty, in consideration of his services, a gold
chain, consisting of one hundred and eighty-four
links. Bidding adieu to Gondar, he cqmmenced
his journey homeward, which he had resolved to
complete, not by Massuah and the Red Sea, but
through the deserts of Nubia to Syéne on the
frontier of Bgypt. L

He set out, on the 26th of December, 1771, with
a small escort ; and after encountering a number of
adventures, and runming some risk of diSassination
from the fierce and avaricious habits of the natives,
he arrived on the 29th of April at Sennaar, the
capital of Nubia. The country through which he had
passed was in many parts well Wwooded and highly
picturesque ; hut the elimata was almost intolerable
from the heat, the thermometer standing sometimes
at 120 in the shades * The banks bfthe Nile about
Sennaar (Bruce says) resemble the pleasantest parts
of Holland in the summer season ; but soon after,
when the ramns cense, and the sun exerts his utmost
mfluence, the dora begins to ‘ripen, the leaves to



76 - MeEMBIR OF BRUCE. -

turn yellow and #¢, the lakes to putrify and swarm
with vermin, all this beauty suddenly disappears.
Bare, scorched Nubia veturns with its poisonous
winds and moving sands, glowing and ventilated
with sultry blasts, which are followed by a troop of
terribile attendants—epilepsies, apoplexics, fevers,
agues, and dysenteries of the most obstinate and
fatal character.” '

The city itself, which covers a prodigions space
of ground, was built of clay houses one story high,
and the floors of earth. . Bruce having a present to
deliver from the sovercign of Abyssinia, had an
interview with the king; he found his Nubian
majésty at his toilette, which was performed by a
slave rubbing him all over with a rancid compound
of grease and butter, with which his head was
dripping as if i‘t; had Been plunged in water.

His fame ns o physician introduced him to the
royal lmrqu‘, in which were about fifty sable queens,
whose only covering wns a narrow piece of cotton
rag round their middle. The favourite beauty was
a s.urdy dame about six feet high, and corpulent
beyond all proportion. Next to the elephant and
the rhinoceros, she appeared to Bruce one of the
largest Bying creatures he had ever met with. Her
features were of the frue negro character. A ring of
gold passed through her under lip, and weighed it
down till it govered her chin like a flap, and left her
teeth bare. The inside of her mouth was stained
black with antimony. Her ears, to which heavy gold
riugs were appended, reached down to her shoulders,
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and had the appearance of wings; the hole which
pierced them was distended by the weight, so as
easily to admit of three fingers.  On her ankles she
wore shackles of gold, larger than the fetters of a
criminal. The rest of the princesses were orna-
mented much in the same way, except that some
had rings through the gristle of the mnose, and
chains fastening thc outside of each nostril to the
ears. DBruce gratified their curiosity hy cupping
some of them, until the apartment overfiowed with
the effusion of roya! bloed, The cnlour of his skin,
which they insisted unon cxmmmnw excited their
dislike, as they ascribed it' to sicknessor dlseaie;

After a detention of four months at Senaar
during which his funds were so completely ex-
hausted that he was obligcd to part with his gold
chain until only six of the ofié hundred and cighty-
four links were left, Bruce again set forward (Sep-

tember 8th), crossell the great sandy desert of
Nubia, and arrived on the 20th of November in a
state of great exhaustion at Syéne. "He had been
obliged to leave his baggage and papers behing at
Soffiena; but having obtained fresh dromedaries
from the Aga of Syéne, he retraced his steps forty
miles into the mlderucss, and had the indeseribable
satisfuction to recover the whole of bis drawings
and portmanteaus.

From the point ke had now reached a.'llmdnngm
may be considered at an epd. The journey to
Cairo (where he arrived Janugry 10th, 1773) down
the Nile, was comparatively safe and easy. His
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features and appiarance were so totally changed,
that nobiody in Cafto recognised him. He had not
been master of a shirt for fourteen months; his
waistcoat and trowsers were made of a bit of coarse
browit woollen blanket; and another of the same

iption wis wrapt round him. e wore enor-
mous moustachios, but had parted with his long
Abyssinian beard at Furshoot.  On his head was a
thin white muslin cloth tied round a red Turkish
cap ; he had neithér stockings nor shoes ; his coarse
woollen girdle,was wrapt eight ‘or {ea times round
his waist ; in the left sid¢ were stuck two English
pisbql; mounted with silver, and in the right a
common crooked Abyssinian knife with a handle of
rhinoceros horn.

After a sliort stay Bruce proceeded to Alexandria;
and embarking in a small vessel, he landed safely
at Marseilles, after a tedious passage of three weeks.
His fame, & wever, had travelled hefore him ; and no
sooner had he, reached the soil of France, than the
Count de Buffon, M. uys, and gnany other literati

-« = s

who had taken a particular interest in his journcy,
came to congratulate him on his return, and to
listen to the recital of his adventures and discoveries.
His reception at Paris was, equally flattering; his
travels became the.subject of general conversation,
and_his society was courted by people of learning
and rank. dn July he repaired to Italy, being
anxious on account ofvhis health fo try the baths of
Porotta. Ny .

Here he made a discovery that annoyéed him
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» more than all the perils and sufferings he had
undergone.  While consul at Algiars, he had fallen
in love with a Scotch lady, to whom lie had engaged
himself by a promise of marriage. In all his
wanderings he remained faithful to his engagement :
he drank the health of Maris at the fountains of’
the Nile, and in the dreary desert her diarming
image was constantly before him. It js casy tor
conceive his mortification and sorrow when he
found that the Jady had forgotten him in his long
absence, and was thes at Roge, comforjubly married
to the Marchese d' Accoramboni. Bruce appeared
without delay before the gates of the Mrchese,
and insisted that he would either apologize or fight *
him. The latter, who was entirely unconscious that
any such engagement had ever existed, declined

¢ both proposals, evidently not a litle wneasy at the

" idea of encountering a gaunt, weather-heaten, . sun-

burnt savage, in stature six feet four inckes good
English measure, and with feelings douply irritated
with disease and disappointment. This absurd
affiir ended with a polite note from the Marchese,
who expressed the profoundest respect for the cha-
racter of his antagonist. .
At Rome, where Bruce' remained for' some
months, he received marks of partieular attention
from the nobility, and was presented by Pope Cle-
ment XIV., the celebrated Ganganelliy with & series
of gold medals, relating to seweral transactions of
his pentificate.  In the spring ofel 774, hie returned
to France, and very shortly afterwards arrived in
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‘England, from%vhich he had been absent twelve
years. He was igtroduced to George ITL., who not
only accepted his drawings of Baalbee, Palmyra,
and the African cities; but complimented him on
the Jwrﬁonnl exertions he had made to enlarge the
$ownds of geographical science.

His ¢pmpany, while in London, it may well be
supposed, was courted by il classes, the learned
and the giy, the young and the old. In describing
his adventures, §e generally related those civeum-
stances which he thought mpst likely to amuse
people, by tife contrast they afforded to the popular
customs fashions, or Iabits in Europe. But his

_narratives were so new, so extraordinary, so roman-
tic, and related scenes and manners so totally dif-
ferent from any thing that had been known or heard
of in England, that<his facts 'nppeared too strong,
and his stat®ments began to be received with a
degree (i incredulity. He *was aszailed by poets,
critics, reviewers, and garret philosophers, from
Dr. Johnson to Peter Pindar, who ridiculed the
p‘s'libilitv of human beings eatifig raw flesh, wearing
rmgs in their noses or lips instead of their ears,
using rancid butfer for pomatum, and plaiting their
hair with the entrails of animals instead of playing
tunes upon them. Al} this appeared 5o horrid, so
barbarous, aad’sc un-Englishe that Bruce was gene-
rdlly regarded as mnkmg too free with the traveller's
Jicense, and amusing the public with idle fables.

It has begn alre'uh mentioned that the veracity
of Bruce has, since his time, been corroborated by
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every fraveller that has visited those regions which
he describes.  Some of his brttérest enemibs have,
even unwittingly, borne testimony in his favour; and
many of his facts that appeared most incredible have
been verified, by comparing them with the stite of
manners and society that is found to exist among
other barbarons nations. Bruce, howeve?, was too
honest to sacrifice truth to the love of popularity,
and too prowd to submit to the insolence of his
detractors; accordingly, in sullen indignation he .
retived to Scotland in tife autumneof 1774, and
took up his residence on, his patrimgnial_estate of
Kinnaird. The rebuilding of the mansion-house,
and other arrangements which a long absence had
rendered necessary, occupied his attention for more
than a year and’s half, and,jn some measure di-
verted his mind from {he subject wifich most natu-
rally and severely oppressed it.

Tn March, 1776, he married Miss Dundiss, dangh-
ter of Thomas Dundas, Hsq. of Fingagk, by his
wife, Lady Janct Maitland. This amriable and ac-
complished person was much younger than Bruee;
she lived with him nearly twelvetyears, and died in
1785, leaving him two children, a son and a daughter.
This event threw him,into a state of melancholy,
which his friends endeavoured td remove, by advis-
ing him to silence for cver the calummies of Jhis
literary defamers, by publishing an adount of his
travels, To this persuasion he at length yiclded;
and as soon. as he had resolvid to undertoke the
task, he performed it with his usnal energy and

VoL, V1T, r
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success. In 1790, seventeen years after his return
to Eurcpe, his jouinals were printed and laid before
the public in five large quarto volumes, dedicated
to the king. In his preface, he frankly explained
the geason which had delayed the publication so
long ; and he admits, that * an undeserved and un-
expected ‘neglect, and want of patronage, had been
at least past of the cause.” The work, on its ap-
pearance, was attacked by the same violent spirit of
contradiction that’ had incessantly persecuted the
author; and 4t is stated, that’in consequence of
these cnlummes, several_copies of it were sold in
Dublin ds waste paper. The fame and honour of
Bruce have long ago emerged from the cloud of
misrepresentation which ignorance and prejudice
had gendered ; and his name wilk go down to pos-
terity as one of the most brave, honourable, intelli-
gent, and enterprising travellgrs that Great Britain
ever prodized.

The remaipder of his history is short. His do-
mestic occupations were divided between the eare
of his estate and his literary pursuits. His fondness
for astronomy induced him to erect a temporary
observatory on the top of Kinnaird House, where he
made his obscrvations, dressed in the Abyssinian
costume; @ cireumstance which made the good
peeple in the neighbourhood believe that * the
Inird was giten>daft.” He was often dressed in o
turban, and used alnfost every morning, in company
with his young and @miable dangliter, to ride slowly
over his grounds to his coaleries, mounted on a
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charger of great power and size, which he required
in consequence of his extreme eorpulence and weight.
He occasionally visited London, and kept up a cor-
respondence with the Honourable Daines Barring-
ton, Buffon, and other men of science. He Some-
times amused himself in translating the propheciés
of Enoch, and evem projected an editiln of the
Bible with notes, pointing out numberless instances
in which the Jewish history was qmgulnrly confirmed
by his own observations.

His temper was Srritable, and exaeedingly sensi-
tive on the contravertell yoints of his travels. | One
day when visiting & relation in Iast Lotlnan,
gentleman blunt]y remarked in his presence, that
‘it was impossible the natives of Abyssinia could
eat raw meat!” * Bruce said not a word, but left
the room, and immedidtely brought from the kitchen
a piece of raw beef-steak, peppered and salted in
the genuine oriental style. “ You shell eat that,
sir, or fight me," he said, handing the platter to
the sceptical gentleman ; which task being most re-
luctantly performed, ** Now sir (said Bruce calmly),
you will never again say it is impossibile.”

The last act of his life was one of courtesy. A
large party had dined gt Kinnaird ; and when the
company were about to depart; Brpce, who was
gaily talking to a young lady in the drawing-roam,
observed that her aged mother was procteding to her
carriage unattended. Tn hurrying to her assistance,
at the head of the great staircase, his foot—the foot
that had borne him in safety through so many dangers
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in 0 many distant lands—slipt ; he fell down severnl
steps, broke some OF his fingers, pitched on his head,
and expired. Every attempt to restore animation
was unavhiling, the vital spark had fled. Four
dayséafter his death, the body was deposited in the
church-yard of Larbert, in a tomb which Bruce had
built for his wife and his infent child. In passing
through that village, the eye. of the traveller is ar-
rested by a monument, plain 'in its architecture, but
somewhat more conspicuous:from its position than
the rest. Tt marks the gpot where reposes the dust.
of the cglebrated explorar of the fountains of the
Nile. On the south side is the following inscrip-
tion :—
IN THIS TOMB ARE DEPOSITED TTE REMAINS
! e+ OF
JAMES BRUCE, ESQ. OF KINNAIRD,

WHO DIED ON THE 27THOP APRIL, 17494,
. M|IN THE (4TI YEAR OF HIS AGE.

H15 LYPE WAS EPENT IN PERFORMING
. USEPUL AND SPLENDIDACTIONS
YIE EXPLORED MANY DISTANT REGIONS:
HE DISCOVERED THE EOURCES OF THE NILEZT
HE TRAVERSED TIIE DESERTS OF ARARTA.

15 WAS AN AFFRCTRONATE HUSBANT),
eA¥ INDULGENT WARENT,
. AN ARDENT LOVER OF HIS COUNTRY.

BY THE UNANIJOUS VOICE OF MANKISD,
115 NAME 18 ENROLLED WITH THOSE
. WHO WERE CONSPICUOUS
FOR GENIUS, FOR VALOUR, AND FOR VIRTUT.
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“Wrrn those who take any ihterest in Natural History,

- it is as natural to inquiresthe country«<ind ghesname
of an unknown animal, as to put the same questions
regarding a foreigner, whose features and garb
differ from our own. In either case, the name to
ordinary persont, even when heard, conveys no
ideas associating with those he alrehdy has; it ve-
mains a fact, indeed,*but “ bare and barren.” The
locality, however, or place of residence of the
stranger, brings with it some degree of interest,
cither with things we know of or have pictured to

- ourselves. We feel as if we could recognize the
lird if we saw it again, and we connect it in some
way with the general ideas.we have formed of that
country of which it is & native.

It is known to every intelligenf reader, that the
five great divisions of our globo arg peopled re-
spectn'cly by the five leadmg varieties of the human
¢pecies ; and that each of thcso. again, present us
with numerous variations of a -secondary character,
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regulated in the®same way by the position of the
different kingdomg and provinces. There is, in
short, a national physiognomy superadded to those
features o.f our race, which are common to all, by
which even ordinary observers are generally able to
detect a Frenchman from an Italian, or a Scotch-
man from an Englishman. This nice discrimina-
tion, however, is the result of observation. To us,
the negroes of Africa appear destitute of these na-
tional or provincial marks, and to be all alike; but
. this is a great mistake. Thes¢ sable nations ex-
hibit, to the practised eye, gs much diversity, not*
perely in theecolour of tlir skin, but in their cast
# of features, as any of the European nations. And a
Gold-coast negro is as different from a Bushman
Hottentot, as the modern Greek from the dwarfish
Laplander. e
We should “scarcely have adverted to facts so
generally known as these, Init for the purpose of
showing, that the laws by which the great Creator
of all things has regulated the earth and its inba-
bitants, extends to all who live and move and have
their being upon it; and that the endless variety
which we meet with in the animal world, is nearly
" as much. subjected to tkis law of GEoGRAPHIC DIS-
TRIBUTION, as are the diffefent races and families
of mankind. Tt is by this terh that the study of
geographic natural history is now designated. It is
a branch of science altogether new ; for although its
clements seemed to have attracted the attention of
Lianmus, and some insulated theories have been
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promulgated by several of his successors, they were
framed without any definite rgfevence either to the
dispersion of the human race, or to the harmonious
union of their parts. It was with a vigw, there-
fore, of attempting to generalize all that wassthen
‘known on the dispersion of animals, that we dis-
covered they could all be classed underethe very
same geographic limits assigned by Cuvier and
Blumenbach to the five leading races of man; and
into which:the best geographerseof the present day
have divided the globe. JThese may consequently
be considered zoological provinces, corresponding
to the several divisions of Europe, “Asi#, Africas’
America, and Australia, .
In stating, however, the general fact, that each
of the large divisions of our globe has its own pecu-
liar animals, the reader must not be led into the
belief that this law js altogether absolute, or that
there are not several examples of one and the same
species inhabiting countries, not only adjoining each
other, but sometimes laying widely asunder. Ex-
amples of the latter, however, are much more fare
than of the former. The animals of one range will
always be commingled with those of another, on the
confines of their respective countries: and there
must consequently be those lands, debatable which
serve to connect two diffdrent districts or zoological
provinces: these may be likened to those softer and
graduating tints which servesto blend the opposite
colours of the rainhow, and produce that harmony
which pervades every part of creation. Some aninials
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also have a much wider range assigned to them
than others; and a very few, inhabiting different
continents, are restricted only by temperature.  Thus,
between the magpie of England, North America,
and China, specimens of which are now laying be-
fure us of each locality, not the slightest difference’
can be de‘ected ; and yet these birds are never found,
in either of these continents, beyond the limits of
wintery cold. Birds, of all other animals, might
be thought at first to be exempt from this law of
nature, seeing that they are such volatile beings,
and capable of traversing immense distances in sur-
C pnsmrrlv shott pcnods. "But this opinion is not
Lore out by facts. The common house-swallow of
Faurope might reach America with as much ease as
the cousts of Africa, and there enjoy the same warm
temperature, and find as great an abundance of
insect food. But its course has been ordained
otherwise, Its Alxmghty Creator has implanted in
it the destined route it is to pursue, and from that
route it never deviates, whether on the xight hand -
or ‘on the left, To-speculate upun the tauses of
such things would, be idle; we can only wonder at
the fact and be silent. Sea birds have a much
wider rauge than those inhabiting the Jand ; probahly
Decause their supplies of Tood, drawn from S:e ever-
waying sea, and the everét:hnngmg depositions of its
tnles; are much more precarions. And yet, even
among these tribes, great regularity may be observed
in general within gesgraphic range, although these
raniges in themselves are much more extensive than
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in other hirds. Tt is singular, that although nearly
all our different species of ducksare found likewise
in temperate America, not one has yet been dis-
covered further south than the lakes of Mexico,
while those of Brazil are totally unknown te the
northward of the isthmus of Darien. The wader4,
forming the grallutorial order, are the most widely
dispersed of all birds, for several of those found in
Flurope occur on the shores of India, North America,
and Western Africa; and if out naturalists have
not been deceived,®our well kno\m.wimbrill S
phaopus ) isactually the same on the shores of New
Holland. Such examples, however, of cofmopolite
birds are exceedingly rare ; it must be remembered
also that in a circle extremes meet; and as this
disposition is equally apparent in the geographic
distribution of asimals, as in their snatural classi-
fieation, so we may réasonably expect that the two
polar regions of our globe would contain some
species common to both, The accounts, however,
of travellers, who, are not themselves naturalists,
and even those which are found in many of our &ys-
tematic works, must be received+dn many instances
with great suspicion; because the black erow in-
habits Wew Holland and seems to fly andan lfkc
our own, it has been set down as “’E same species.
The little gold-crest, Sylvia regulus, in like mauner
is asferted to inhabit America oud & number of
places ont of Earope; whewas it is strietly con-
fined to the latter continent, althouth represented
by other species in widely separated regions. For
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a long time, our house-swallow, Hirundo »ustica,
was believed to fy both to Africa and Ameriea;
but that of the latter country has been found to be
quite a distinet species.

The American race of mankind is certainly the
enost distinet, ‘for it is only towards its northern
extremityr that we find in the Esquimaux tribes an
approximation to the Finlanders of Europe or the
Kamtschatka families of Asia. Now this is precisely
the case in respecs to the distribution of birds. In
the Arctic Regions, mgre thaa four-fifths of the
species discovered during the northern expeditions
are :dctually the same as ‘those of northern Europe,
hut of these only nine are land birds. Beyond these
limits the ornithology of America begins to assume
the same isolated character so conspicuous in the
phisiognomy qf its human races.

Such are a few only of the results that have
attended our investigations on the geographic distri-
bution of animals, but more especially of birds. And
we merely introduce these general remarks on the
présent oceasion, that our juvenile or unscientific
readers may form ideas on the subject at large, and
on the * local habitation,” which the secret and
mysterious laws of a beneficent Creator have imposed
on the countless heings” which cover this goodly
carth.  The hrowy course of the swallow—the
wandgrings ef the albatross—or the soaring of the
¢agle—are all directed to certain points, and are
confined within limis, invisible indeed to the ma-
tefisl eye, yet as impassable and as exclusive as 8
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wall of brass. ¢ Hither shalt thbu come, bui no
further,” with safety or comfort, to thyself. This
command, although not pronounced, is a part of the
natural instinct of every animal in a state of nature.
Domestication can do much, but its effect is almost
entively limited to those animals which have beew
marked out by our Creator as destined tg the ser-
vice of man. Let him be thankful for these excep-
tions, and not, with a modern philosopher, idly boast
of “ man's conquest of nature,” evhen his highest
faculties cannot domesticate—a worm !

Of all the zoological provinces into which our
globe is divided, Africa is the most unegploned. * The
land thirsty and desolate—the people savage and,
idolatrous—the climate burning and pestilential ;
we trace all that gan impede and resist civilization,
and the prosecution of resedfch, The interior of
Africa is like the fibled upas-tree of Java; and of
nearly all those advehturous spirits who have set
out to gather its fruits, nothing remains but théir
whitened bones. The zoology of Africh is even less
known than its geography. Its coasts, at least
throughout its circumference, have heen traced out
by navigators ; but the natural history of only two
or three insignificant parts, ‘when compared to the
whole, fias been invesfigdted ; while of the vast
regions intervening between these distant spots, we
know little or nothing. The omitholagy of Egipt
was well explored in the diregtion of the march of
the French army, by the iningtable. Savigny, and
those learned men who accompanied it; Riippell
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has bronght some striking novelties from Nubia, and
recently. from Abyssinia; while some of the birds of
the latter country, collected and sent to England by
the late Mr. Salt, have been imperfectly mentioned *.
These, in short, are the only gleanings that have been
made in the vadt extent of three-fourths of this wide-
spreading continent ; for even the shores bordering
upon the Mediterranean, and the fertile and well-
wooded proyinces of Asia Minor have been quite
neglected, notwitkstanding the interest they possess
in determining the limits of the three regions which
there meet, namely, Europe, Africa, and Asia. It
is ontly isi the’ southern etremity, long inhabited by
Europeans, that any thing effective has been yet
accomplished. The name of Le Vaillant takes the
lead in this quarter, and the sixesplendid volumes
that he has giyen to flie world, record how great was
the success that attended his exertions in our fi-
vourite science. Yet notwithstanding his numerous
, discoveries, many others remained to be made; and
the three zoologists who subsequently chose this field
for their exertions, Lichtenstein, Burchell, and Smith,
added materially {0 our list of &, African birds. The
latter naturalist, more especially, has already transmit-
ted to this country many new and interesﬁng species.
Such, in a fey wvords, is the state of our know-
ledge on the drithology of Aftica, up to the present
moment ; s¢ that tite portion we have now selected

e

" Unfortunately nearly all these specics have been mixed
1 in the old geners, so"that they become 4 uselesy to modein
selenoe o if they had not been discovored,
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for geographic illustration is entirely mew. The
bird-skins of Senegal, indeed, bave long been made
an article of traffic with this and other countries, and
hence the descriptions of many species will sbe found
scattered in our systems. But these, comparatively,
are few, and there is as yet no connected account of®
this geographic division of the African ¢Bntinent,
although it is unquestionably the richest in point of
splendid colouring, and inferior to none other in
scientific interest. 5

A more general Bind aceurate ideg of the pecu-
liarities of this portion of, African ornithology will
be gained, by taking a rapid glance at thoe of fhe
northern and southern extremities. The long line of*
coast bordering on the shores of the Mediterrancan,
as we have just temarked, bas never been suffi-
ciently investigated ; bit we know that those coun-
tries are the extreme, limits of several groups, of
which no species are to be found on the opposite
shores ; while, on the other hand, very many are
common to both. Of these latter, the most remark-
able are migratory ; passing from the African conti-
nent to the south of Burope im the spring, and
returning there in the autumn. It is from among
these m¥gratory tribes,that Europe derives the
greater part of her most gaily coloured birds ; such
us the common bee-eater (Merops Europrus ), the
golden oriole (Oriolus galbmla), thé European
roller (Coracias garrulus), the common hoopoe,
and several others less striking:® These large flocks
are followed by several species of the falcon and
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owl families, which prey upon the stragglers. Nor
is this similarity Detween the birds of the two con-
tinents confined only to such as inhabit the land.
It is a curions and unrecorded fact, that a migra-
tior almost equally extensive takes place among the
“waders and swimmers. During many years resi-
dence, for instance, in the island of Sicily, a spot
peculiarly favourable for carrying on observations
of this nature, we never met with the purple or the
night herons, or"the glossy ibis, except during the
spring or autumnal migrationg; at such times the
whole island may be consndered like a vast preserve
of qumls, and numerous othcr migratory birds. In
‘respect to the small soft-billed or fly-catching species,
forming part of the fly-catcher and warbler families,
Little can be said beyond the fact that their route is
southward, afer leaving our hedges and woods in
the autumn.  They do not dppear to take Italy or
Sicily in their way, which, if they ventured on the
shores of No;lhcm Africa, it is more than probable
th'ey would do, seeing that the configuration of those
countries renders them resting places, as it were,
for such feeble winged birds before they ventured
to cross the Mediterranean. Northern Africa is
certainly the boundary of the African bush-shrikes
( Malaconotus ) ; one species, the beautiful M. dar-

barus, seems the most northern visitor, while its
southern range extends to Senegal. There must
be many birds peculiar to sandy deserts in the arid
tracks of Barbary, *Algiers, &c. which would find
no congenial locality on the fertile shores of the
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opposite coast. The discoveries of Ruppell sanction
this belief ; although his researel:es were prosecuted
further inland, and consequently more towards the
central regions. .

On takmg a general surve) of the numerous teibes
composing the ornithology of Southern Africa, wé
find scarcely any species of the perchifig order
common to the two extremities of the continent.
Le Vaillant, indeed, is of opinion that the great
horned, the long horned, and the9ittle horned owls
of the Cape colony,®are ald identically the same as . °
those of Euvope. but as we shall subacquentlv
shew that, in one of these circumstance <, *there is
every reason to believe he i mistaken, so a reason-»
able doubt may arise upon the others. This much
is certain, that of the species of the falcon tribe,
figured in his work on the birds of Seuthern Africa,
none are to be fmmd in Europe; and only one
out of those now described as natives of Western
Africa, is mentioned by our author ag likewise in-
habiting the southern extremity.

The numerical results which will be given in a
subsequent table, will bear us ous in the assertion,
that the western ornithology is fully as different
from the porthern, as tlus lntter is from the sfuthern.
There are, neverthelegs, nnny points of resemblance
between the birds of Senegal and ‘those of the
southern districts, which serve to conrect them with-
out diminishing those peculinrefeatures which each
possess. This union is effected by the migratory
species of Western Afrien, several of which annually
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take their flight southward and refurn to Senegal
aftér a temporary wsjdenice on the plains of Southern
Africa. ‘This fact was conjectured hy Le Vaillant,
and it s fully confirmed by our own investigations,
dravm from the specimens that have heen recently
‘ymported from Senegal and Scncgnmbia. Hitherto
this fiict-only regards the splendid genus Lampro-
tornis, which may be called the African starings;
but future information will, no doubt, shew us that
a southern migration takes place in other instanees,
1t may be questioned, bowevei, whether any of the
Sencpal birds go northward, excepting those mare
peculiar to the banks of the Gambia, which are
ikewise found in Britain, and the two of three
specics of perchers, formerly noticed as extending
1o Noxthern Africa and Central Barope®.  Adanson
asserts that oar house-swallow is the same as that
of Senegal; but we have no means of judging the
acenracy of the statement. '
The first peculinrity that strikes us in content-
plating the ornithology of Senegal, is the great pre-
ponderance of richly coloured birds. Now this
cirenmstance moy be accounted for in two ways.
Either it iz the result of commercial speculation
among’ the dealers, who imagine that spch birds
will find a bettor market in Burope than those of a
more homely plumage ; or it is a real peculiarity,
and therefore crising from natural laws. 'We believe
this latter to be the true reason.  Tn the foltowing
pages we shdll bate to deseribe a very considerable

* Merops Enropaus,
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number of plain coloured species, which would
certainly not have been transmifted with the more
attractive sorts, had not zariety been consulted by
the dealers, in what they call their « assortment,” as
much as beauty. In the second place, this splendour
of plumage is in unison with that law which renders
the productions of nature more rich and lgxuriant,
whether in growth or colours, in proportion as the
countries they inhabit approximate the equinoctial
line. This we find in the splendid variety of birds
on the opposite coast of America, and in those far
more magnificent races which inhabit the torrid
islands of the Indian Ocedn. The forests of Parra
contain the most splendid of all the Brazilian birds,.
while it will be remembered that the whole of the
paradise birds are restricted to New Guinea and the
little isles of Aro and Banda i the }\alnlay:m seas.
It may be reasohably inferred, also, both from
this richness of colour, and from the particular fa-
milies to which many of these birds belong, tliat
they have been met with in a woody cbuntry where
the vegetation is also luxuriant, and where insects
and fruits—the two chief sources of nourishment
to birds,—are in plenty and perfection. We have
indeed po positive information on the geegraphic
features bf the districts,”or' of the precise localities
where these birds were collected ; but by far the
largest proportion of them feed upon igsects which
inhabit the vicinity of woods, pr upon fruits which
grow therein. The collection gontains very few of
those genera which live only in open plains or in
VOL. VIL G
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desert tracts ; such as the genera Sazicola, Alauda,
Otis, Perdiz, Pteyocles, &c. most of which occupy
a much larger proportion in the ornithology of
Southern, than they appear to do in that of Western
Afriga. The rollers and bee-eaters live entirely upon
insetts, and are only to be found in the skirts of
thick woods ; not one of these is found in the arid
districts of the Cape colony, while from Senegal it
will be seen that we now deseribe no less than five
species of the latter and three of the former.

The family of the cuckoos. again, chiefly live
among high forest trees; for even the European
species is very seldom met with in districts covered

" only with low shrubs or hedges. Hence it is, that
the birds of this group, inhabiting Southern Africa,
are only found in the thick forests towards Algoa
Bay, and in a few other well:wooded situations ; six
species, however, have been received from Senegal,
two of which belong to the gplendid shining group
of Caleytes, met with by Le Vaillant in the forests
just mentionéd. The scansorial tribe, as every one
krows, is strictly arboreal ; and of these we possess
cight species. The splendid sun-birds (Cinnyres)
derive their sustenance from the nectar of flowers,
and probably from the minute insects found therein ;
now of this single group e shall deseribé no less
than eight spécies, some of which (from the number
of specimeng sent) must be very common. These
facts are sufficient tq show, that however arid and
treeless may be the interior districts of Western
Africa, yet that in Senegal there must be mauy
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tracts of humid and luxuriant vegétation diversified
with thick forests and flowering shrubs, capable of
producing animal and vegetable food for birds which
eould only exist in such situations.

On the chief pcculmntles of Senegal ormthoJogy,
in regard to the species and the natural groups tp
which they belong, a few general observagons only
can be bazarded. Some few of the very largest
sized birds, sent with the others to this country,
passed into other hands before ove had inspected
them ; and it is probable many other species, at
présent unknown to us as natives 8f this part of
Africa, may be sent through the exertionsyof Lieu-
tenant Governor Rendall of our colony on ‘the
Gambia. We must, therefore, confine our remarks
to the most prominent groups, without venturing
upon numerical details, a9

In the rapacious’order, independent of several of
the large eagles, &c. described by authors, and
which must chiefly live upon quadrupeds, we find
such a sufficient proportion of falcoris which prey
upon emall birds, as to justify the supposition that
the latter are more plentiful than would appear
from the species we yet know of ; this confirms our
susptcxc;f that we are yet ignorant of many of the
fiy-cateliers and warblesof this Qutnct, in which it
will be seen that dur catalogue is very deficient.

Further confirmation of this belief will be found in
the number of shrikes, most of which live on the
nestlings or young of small bizds, and upon their
eggs. The bush-shrikes are as numerous here asin
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South Africa: there are five species, two of which
are found at the Cape. The svod-chat is precisely
the same as ours; but the singular genus prionops
is peculiar to the western countries®.

Senegal appears the chief metropolis of the widaun
finches, the males of which, during the breeding
season, gre decorated with very long feathers in
their tail; out of this species, four are natives of
this country,—while the splendid Lamprotorni or
starling grakes, although dispersed as far as the
Cape, appear to make Senega] their true place of
residence.  The sun-birds are certainly more abun-
dant. here than in the south, while their range
appears not to extend so far as the Barbary coast :
they represent the humming-birds of the New
World, and seem, like them, to congregate most
in those countries 'which are the hottest. The
distribution of these charming birds in a longitudinal

+ direction, extends only to the Cape, but is spread
laterally to India and its islands; they disappear
very suddenly towards the limits of Northern Afriea,
sirce only one species appears ‘to have been met
with by Riippell.

Western Africa, again, is almost the peculiar
region of one of the most lovely and interesting
families, small in the number of the speties, but
splendid in colouring and pecuinrly interesting from
their structure.  We allude to the Musophagidee or
plantain-caters, in which group we comprehend also

* Rippell describes n prionops from Northern Africa,—
Eorros,
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the turraccos; the violet species [ Mussphaga vio-
lacea ) has ever been a favourite bird with omni-
thologists, and it is more frequently met with in the
forests of Senegal than on the Guinea Coast, where
M. Isert, its first describer, mentions it as parti-
cularly rare ; besides the two species of this group
which e actually know to be natives of this coast,
there are two others which authors describe as
likewise natives of Senegal.

The existence of at least three gpecies of haleyon,
where not one is foynd, as we believe, in Southern
Africa, proves that the distribution 6f these forest
king-fishers, or rather crab-eaters, are distributed
in a lateral direction within a certain distance’ on,
each side of the equator. « The only exceptions
being two or three species found in Australia.

Of the gallinaceous or rasorial birds little can
be said.  Western Aftica appears thé metropolis of
the Guinea fowls, and, our list contains a species
apparently new. There are, no doubt, on fhe
sandy districts, several other species of land-grouse
( Pteroclss) and of ‘partridges; than those fow which
have yet come to our hands. .

The mouth of the river Gambia is frequented by
several aquatic birds, which will be more particularly
noticed i another volume. * %, )

Having now, by this rapid sketeh, sufficiently
prepared the reader for entering into the details of
this volume, we shall at once proceed to describe
the subjects themselyes. i Y

It will hardly be necessary to inform the orni-
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thologist that the classification here employed wiil
be.in conformity with that theory, on the principles
of the natural syste“ﬁl, which we have already given
to the world in other works®. The species will
be mgcd under their naturai families ; and when
they possess any remarkable relations, not hitherto
observed, occasional notices on these points will be
introduced. Commencing with the Raptorial order,

or the
BIRDS OF PREY,
¢

we find several species mentioned by different
[y .. N .
authors as inhabiting Senegal, which we are com-
pelled to omit ; partly because we cannot vouch for
_théir Jocality, not having seen imported specimens ;
but more especially because we studiously avoid, en
nearly all occasions, copying from others the de-
wripﬁong of x'mimnhr-wc haye never seen, a custom
which has led, in a great nurber of instances, to
erroneous accounts, drawn dp at a time when the
_sclence was emerging from its infancy+. Our work
may thus bé thought to loose something in the
vuriety of its materials, but this we trust will be
compensated by its greater originality and accuracy.
Besides, we desire to make our volume not only
* Fauns Boreall Americana, or Northern Zoolpgy 3 Clas-
sification of Animals, &e, * ¥

+ Even some,of the best ornithologists pay so little atten-

tion to the variations of structure, and pass over so many
points necessary to be undorstood, that their deseriptions are
of litthe service Leyond informivg us on the more colonrs of
the plumage, Those fof instance, in the Plapches Cidoriees of

MM, Tewmmineds and Langier, are particularly defective fn this
respuct



« INTRODUCTION: o . <103

popular, but of some permanent value and of some
scientific authority.  We deem it incumhent to
state the reasons that have g‘lli(T;i us in refraining,
for the present, from including in our list afl the
birds supposed to inhabit Senegal; and as nong of
the vulture family have yet reached us from thate

country, we at once proceed to the it

FALCONID/E OR FALCON FAMILY,

confining our attention to those spegies only of which
specimens are now pefore us.  They all belong to
the two most typical or perfect divisions of the
family, namely, the noble falcons ( Faleoning ),and
the hawks (Accipitrina ). The first we shall notice _
is one of the most rare and interesting birds in the
whole collection, and which appears to be the type of
, a distinct sub-genus of true falcons ; and we there-

| fore characterise it as the



" IM

CUCKOO FALCON.
Awdovia enculoides, SWAINS,

PLATE L

Aliove cinereous, with the hack and seapulars brown; the
throat and bronst pale cinereous ; body whitish, crossed by
bropd brown bars; vent and ‘under tail-covers fulvous, im-

- maeulate ; tail even, clnereous, with a broad terminal bar.

Tae true Falcons are well known to have but a single
tooth in the upper mandible of their bill, which,
with their long and “pointed wings, readily distin-
guishes them from all others. ' There is, however,
in tropical America, another race, forming the genns
Harpagus, which is characterised by the upper
mandible having two distinct teeth, like projections
ot each side, and possessing ‘shorter and more
rounded wings : these two groups follow each other -
in the natural series, for they are connected by the
Harpagus cwrulescens, one of those aberrant species
which is essentja] to etery natural group' or sub-
genus, in ordér to unite it with that which follows.
These being. the two most typical genera, we next
have the crested forny, after which, as we conjecture,
comes the beautiful Paleon heredescribedand figured,
we believe, for the first time. It is such a perfect
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prototype of the hook-billed kites of tropical Ame-
rica, that but for its bill, it would be nnpossible to
distinguish the two genera, While both are diszuised
in the plumage of the cuckoos; or that family they
both represent in their ;esp.eciive cireles, By, the
discoyery of this beautiful bird; we can thus trace
four of the sub-genera or primary divisiogs of e
true faleons; the fifth, which will represent the
buzzards, alone remaining to be determined.

The general form of this remarkable type may Le
thus briefly deseribgd. It has the'long wings of a
buzzard, the tips reaching. fo, within tfvo inches and
a half of the extremity of the tuil : the throefirst
quills are graduated, and slightly sinuated in the_
middle of thie inner web 5 thestail is broad and quite
even;, thebill is very like that of the genus Cy-
snindiz, being broad and comgressed, but the tip is
leas clongated and <hg, two teeth on’each side ave
situated near the tip, as in all the typical fuleong
the nostrils, as in. Cymindis, are closed, and me
open. by,a transverse. slit; the feet alSo are in like
manner similac to those of the group this type -
~iouslyrepresents; the tarsus is 50 short, that it is
nferior in length to the middle toe, and is feathered
half way down, the gemaining portion being.covered
with irrelularly shaped samewhat hexagonal senles;
the soles of the foet ‘wre remarkably eoad, and all
the three toes are cleft to their base ; the outer foe
is shorter than the inngr one, and is only.as long us
the hinder, leaving out the measorement of  the
claws, The whole form, in short; is precisely thet

VoL, v n
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of a Cymindis, except in the bill, which is of the
true falconine structure, and at once shews us under
which of the primary divisions of the family this
remarkable bird should be placed.

We may now deseribe the colours. The geperal
4int of the upper plumage, including the wings and
tail, is of a very dark cinercous, almost approaching
on the wings to blackish; the middle of the back,
however, and the scapulars, are dark-brown ; the ash
colour being mors cloar on the head and tail.  The
under plumage from the throas, to the breast is of a
light ash, which there changes to a cream-coloured
white, banded with broad baru of blackish-brown, of
which there are two on each feather. These bands
disappear on the thighs, belly, and under fail-covers,
which are deep buff or. ferruginous, and without any
markings. The innee shafts of the quills are cinere- -
ous-wlmo, those of the primaries only having from
fiye to six remote black bars, most conspicuous on
their upper surface; the inner wing-covers are: fer-
ruginous, without any markings. The tail has a very
Leoad band of black at its tip, and a few irregular
half bars ut the base of the outermost feather ; cere
and feet yellow. Total lcngth about 16 inches ; hill,
from the frape, 14 5 wings, 13 ; tail bj:rond 524 ;
from the base, 8 ; tarstis; 145

: L}
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RUFOUS-NECKED FALCON. ’
Fuloo ruficallis, SWaINS,
PLATE 1.

Body ahove, dark-cineredus ; beneath, white, gnd both taisded
with narrow blnek lines ; head and neek above, ntfons 3 ears
with o semi-circle of black 3 bencath the eyoa b styipe 3
throat and breast cream-coloured white, without bands,

Le Chicquern?® Le Vadlant, Ois. a1/ i. P, 30.

Tiss is one of the smallest arMl most clegant Fal-
cons yet known; we suspect it is also rare, since
only one specimen has*been received in the Senegal
collections, and we have not met with it in any®of
our public museums. It has a general resemblance
to the Chicquera 6f Le Vaillant, but that has o
. semicircle of black half round the ear, or the black
stripe beneath the eye; there are also a few other
difierencgs. Le Vaillant expressly tells s, also,
that his i.vird was sent from Bengal; and another
author asserts that tife Chicquera is found both in
Java and Pondichery. These localitics gre so vasfly
remote from Senegal, that we cannot, so long as
there i3 any difference in plumage, suppose that the
same species inhabits regions so wide asunder.  «
-
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The size of our bird exactly corresponds to that
of ¢he little American Faleo spareerius, which it
rivals in beauty of ‘colouring. Commencing just
above the eye (for the front is mearly white),
the upper part of the head and neck is of a rich
rufous ; the feathers of the crown having'a narrow
black stripe down the middle of each ; this rufous
colour is separated from the ears by a narrow stripe
of black, which takes a curve almost round the car
feathers, and nearly ameets another black stripe,
tinged with rufous, which commences at the an-
terior comner of the eye, and then passes under it
like & moustache : round these stripes, and on the
sidés of the meck and breast, there is a delicate
shade of rufous, which blends into the ereamy white
of the throat and breast. The whole of the remain-
ing upper plumage is & a full dark cinereous, banded
throughout with distinet blackish bands nearly as
broad ‘as the spaces are betiveen them. The tail
has-the same ground colour, with about nine narrow
blackish bars'and a very broad one, which is the
lass; the extreme margins of the feathers having a
narrow edging of white. The whole of the under
plumage, from the breast to the tail-covers, is banded
like the, back, but upon a whitish ground. The
cere and feet are bright yellow ; the bill, us uenal,
blueish, and the claws black. Tail rounded, one
inch longer than the wings. Total length, 10
inches; wings, 77; tarsus, to the sole of the foot,
1 5 middle toe below, 1% ; tail, 54.



00,

RUFOUS RKESTREL FALCON. .
nd -

Faloou yufurens, SWALNS.

Farruginous, banded above, and ulnpcd. bLeneath with Llaek's
external parts of the qmlla c:lhn:l) Lrown, immacualate,

T'ux true Falcons, like ne, r]v all ermmcnt typea
of families, are dispersed, with little or “no viariations,
over the five zoological provinces of the world®
The species, indeed, are different, but the structure
is the same, ®

The species now, before us is mtlmtcly related
to the Kestrel of qu,, both in its size and general
+ cast of colouring, while both, in point of structgre,
offer not the ehghtcst difference from the well known
Faleo sparcerius, or American sparrow-hawk. “ [
cannot, therefore, with all our predilection for geo-
graphic groups, consider them asdelonging even to
different sections of the same sub-genus,

Both gsexes of this species are now béfore us.
The male, which is, the smalless, differs from the
female in having the upper tail-covers and the
ground colour of the tail-feathers themselves of a
light grey or slate colour. In all other respects,
the following deseription is appRealilesto both.
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General colour of the plumage cinereous or light
rafous, much paler beneath; cere, bright yellow ;
hill, blue. Head,~ceck, and their sides, marked
with narrow stripes, one being down the shaft of
cach feather, but none on tbc chin, and scarcely
any on the ears. The whole of the back, rump,
tail, wing-covers, and tertials are marked with
transverse bands of brownish-black, at nearly equal
distances from each other; of thcsc, there are
generally three on each feather, one in the middle,
and one at each end. The terminal band is broadish,
and that at the base io obsoléte on the smaller
feathers. The long tertials and the larger covers
have Todr bands, those on the latter being of equal
breadth, and equal distance from each other. The
middie tail-feathers have from nine to ten of these
Imnds, which run directly across the two webs
towards the end of the feathers, but become alternate
at the base ; lLesides these, tﬁcre it a terminal band
nearly an mch broad, and which leaves the extreme
tip, or margip, dull whitish. The spurious quills
are dark brown, with four external spots of ferru-
ginous; the lesser quills the same, but with five
spots, opposite to each of which, on the inner web
only, is a transverse spot of the same colour. The
greater {uills have the whole of their ouf'er webs
entirely brown.c It is by this peculiar charncter
that the species is distinguished, for in the Javanese
bird the greater quills have five distinct spots on
their outer webs. The inner webs of our bird are
mmked with' the eindented bands, usual in the
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Faleons. The inner or under surface of the wings
is cream-coloured white ; the fands just spokeri of
being hardly discerned, but there 18 the faint ap-
pearance of ten on the first quill ; the lesser covers
are each marked with two spear-shaped spotse and
the greater with two transverse bands of blacle
All the under plumage, from the belly, & striped
with black down the middle of each feather, these
stripes generally becoming tear-shaped ; they. are
very small, and almost disappear en the thighs, and
there are none on she belly and under tail-covers.
Feet, bright yellow; claws, black. The Wings are
nearly as long as the tall, and the notck off the
second quill js nearly obsolete. The tail is ronndeds

Dimensions of the female, 13 inches; bill from
the gape, % ; wipgs nearly 10 inches; tail, from
the base, 71 ; tarsus, 144 ** =

As a further diftimetion between this and the
species from Java, we may remark, that in the
latter the plumage beneath is transversely landbd,
whereas in this it is longitudinally striped.
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GREY FALCON.
3 Fuleo eoncolor, Truu,
PLATE HIL

Entirely cincreous, with the sbnft of each festher marked Ly

a Ulack stripey quills, Dlack'y tail with nnmerous whito
bars, which are oltalote on thi oulie welis,

Fioo contolor,’ ek, PL G
olory Temmingt, PL Col.

Ir is seldom we find, among the Faleons, that the
Plumage is so strikingly coloured as to distinguish
a species at first sight. Their general cast of co-
Jouring is in_spots, stripes, or bands ; mixed up
with different shades ‘of \brewn, so that it becomes
extremely difficult to express, by words, all those
minor shades of difference which the practised eye
of the naturalist detects at a glance, when the ob-
Jjects themselves ave brought under comparison.
The bird Lefore us, however, it one of those whose .
colours are altogether pecaliar.  Its whole plumajze
is of a deep slate colour, somewhat paler beneath,
and with a brownish tinge in some pas of the
upper plumage - this uniformity is only relieved hy
& slender stripe of black down the centre of each
feather ; thase, stripes are darkest and most conspi-
cnous upon the head, ears, neck, breast, and under
parts; they Lecomy faint on the lower part of the
back, wing:covers, Lelly, and vent,—while they are
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altogether wanting on the under tail-covers. The
qullk, externally, are entirely black ; but, upon look-
mg to their under surface, it il be seen that this
inner weh has numerous white bars for about two-
thirds their length from the base : of these therg are
about fourteen on the first quill, those nearest the
tip being very distinctly marked, but the rest be-
coming gmdually less defined towards the Lase.
The tail exceeds the length of the wings by about
two inches and a half; its form is mnch rounded,
the outer feather hging more than an inch shorter
than the middle ones ; its ‘apper surfuce, when not
expanded, is of the sume uniform grey as the back,
with some obscure whitish bands on the outer Wels
of the lateral feathers: but when the tail is spread.
the four Jaternl feathers on each side ave seen to be
thickly banded with white, ps:cmly like the quills
of the wings, the naddle feathers being almost free
from these markings ;* the shafts of all are of deep
and glossy black, thus preserving a uniformity “iﬂl
the rest of-the plumage: the bands€ on the tail-
feathers are so crowded, that sixteen may be counted
on the outermost feather. Orhits, cere, and feet,
bright-yellow ; claws, black; bill, blueish.  The
general form of this bird is-somewhat thicker than
that of ihe last; the bill is Jarger and the wings
shorter, since they ‘reach only to sbout half the
lenglh of the tail. The black whiskess, so universal
in this division, are short, although very distinet.
The whole structure of the bu'd& however, is that of
# typical Faleon.
VOL, VIL 1
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BLACK-CHINNED GOSHAWK.
Aster moncgrammicns, SWAINS,

PLATE 1V.
“

Cinereons 3 oliin white, with a central black stripes body,
beneath, markad with nuncrous ‘transverse bands; tail
rounded, bluck, with the base and band before the tip
while. |

= Fuleo monogrammicus, Temm., PL Col. 314.

Wi place this bird among the Goshawks as an
«uberrant species of the genus Astor, not wishing to
multiply, without strong necessity, the already nu-
merous genera which have recently been proposud
in this family, many of which seem to repose upon
a very slender foundation. We shall first submit it
to a rigorous comparison with the genuine sparrow-
hawks, and then describe its plumage.

‘This species, which appears by no means un-
common in some parts of Western Africa, i.s nearly
as large as a pigeop, anG consequently much supe-
vior to our Envopean spamrow-hawk. Its form also
is more heqvy,—an appearance oceasioned by its
thicker lody, stouter and shorter feet, and lavger
sized head. Tts general aspect, however, no leas
than its short wings and similarly formed bill; gives
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the impression that it is closely allied to those more
slender species which are represented by our own
sparrow-hawk, and those wlfich we have here de-
scribed.  From all these, however, the bird before
us differs, in baving the second quill so very long
that it is only half an inch shorter than the third, this
latter and the fourth being the longest of all. This
prolongation of the wing clearly indicates a much
more rapid and powerful flight than is enjoyed by
our species, whose third quill-feather has the pro-
portions of the second in this species, and where the
fourth is even shorter thin the fiftk. In the feet,
the two birds essentially differ. = Although so differ-
ent in size, the tarsus of our British hawk isjust
as long as that we are now describing, and yet the
tarsus of this is nearly three times as thick as
that of the sparfow-hawk ; #his great accession of
strength and of muscylar power in Yhe foot plainly
shews that the Semegal bird feeds upon much
larger and more noble game than our English ene:
while the middle claw, instead of being very long,
is of the same length as in the true Falcons. The
surface of the feet, or rather the scales by which
they are covered, are very different. In this the
series placed in front of the tarsus are by no means
smooth, since their sutures are distinet and promi-
nent ; they are trausverse, and composed of about
nine pieces, while those gn the sides and back-are
small, numerous, and hexagonal: not, like the
sparrow-hawk, in smooth and nearly entire pieces.
We will now compare our bird with the white
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Goshawk of Australia (Aster albus ), with which,
in its general form and proportions, it much more
accords’ than with THe typical sparrow-hawks. The
wings of our present bird are a trifle longer and
more pointed. The general structure of the feet are
the same in both ; the inner toe being a trifle longer
than the hinder, although their claws are of the
same size : the chief, and we may add the only im-
portant difference between the two birds is in the
seales of their targi ; those of Aster albus are large,
smooth, broad, and transverse, both before and be-
hind, while tke posteriot and lateral scales of Aster
manggramimicus are small, reticulate, and hexagonal.
Although it is highly important to notice this dif-
Yerence, we do not look upon it in any other light
than as indicating an aberrant species, opening the
passage to eagle-hawks of the restricted genus
Haliwotus. \f

‘The general colouring of the plumage is very ele-
gart. A light and uniform grey spreads over all
the upper pacts, and forms a broad band across the
breast and lower part of the neck. The chin is of
a pure white, relieved down the middle by a stripe
of deep black, composed of five or six feathers en-
tirely of that colour ; tha arbits, which are feathered,
are lighter than the chceks and sides of the head,
the rump has a deep black %ar, which contrasts
agieeably with the pure white of the upper tail-
covers. The lesser quills have white terminal
margins, and are crossed by about eight dusky-
blackish bars, hardly, if at all, perceptible when the
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wing i3 closed ; the greater quills, externally, are
uniform black, but on' their inner surface they-ap-
pear white, crossed with black pomlcd bm's, of
which five or six are on the first quill; inner wing-
covers, pure white. Tail slightly rounded and deep
black, with a white bar about an inch and a half
from the tip, and another tlose to the hase. The
under plumage from the breast to the belly, includ-
ing the thighs, is most clegantly banded with slender
grey-brown lines upon a dusky-white ground; the
space between each band is nearly double the width
of the bund itself, and there are abofit ten of these
bands on each feather. "The basc and ceee of the .
bill is rich orange-red, the rest bluish-black ; “the
legs bright yellow, and the claws black; the vent
and under tail-covers dirty-white, and unspotted.
We have seen several specimens perfectly alike
in plumage, but &iffering materially in ‘size; the
smaller ones being no*doubt of the male sex. The
ordinary dimensions of the female are as follows:—
Total length about 13} inches ; bill, ffom the gape,
1; wings, 9; tail {beyond), 3; from the base, 6&
tarsus, 2,1 ; middle toe (without the claw), 1y}

L.} . -
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SENEGAL SPARROW-HAWK,
Aceipiter brackypdactylus, Swarss*

Male, above, skate Jcolour; beneath, whitish, trnsversely
handed on the breast and body with ferruginoos bonds 3
thront, thighs, and bclls—twhitmmimmncnlmc-, chin with

a central dudky stripe; wings, beneath, pale fawn colour,
and unspotted. .

-

,Fu'nn.le. above, cinercous-hrown 4 bands, beneath, more nu-

merons and broader 3 quills, beneath, marked with truns
verse black Lands,

We fortunately podsess both sexes of this pretty
little Flawk, which has all the delicacy of shape
and proportions belonging to our British species ;
yet it is still emaller, the male measuring only
eleven inches and a half. There is nothing mate-
tially different in the structure of these two species,
excepting that this has not the remarkable elonga-
tion of the first joint of the middle toe, so conspi-
cuous i1 ours; so that the inner toe of ths species
(without the claw) is considerably longer than the
first joint of the next,—whereas in ours both are

* Thers is a spocies from India, figured in the PL Col,
which is much like this, but notling is sald of the steipe on
the oliin, so conspicudus o all the specimens we have seon of
our present Lind,
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equal®.  The inner and kind toes are also nearly
equal in length, while in ours the hinder too-is
much the shortest. The winds, again, are not so
much rounded,—as the third quill is nearly the same
length as the fourth and fifth, and consequently
much longer than in A. fiingillarius; in other res
spects, as regards the bill, tarsi, and scales. the two
birds quite agree.

The delicate slate colour on the upper plumage
of the male 15 only a shade lighteg than that of the
common sparrow-hawk ; it becomes much paler on
the ears and sides of the neck, and Itaves the chin
and half of the throat entirely white; this yhite is
divided down the middle by a pale but very distinet
dusky stripe, which extends for about an inch from
the chin. From the lower part of the neck, the
ground colour of the plumage-hecomes of a delicate
fawn colour, which changes on the belly, vent, and
thighs, to white ; on these latter parts there are no
markings, but the breast and body are thickly
barred with transverse ferruginous or fawn lines, in
the same manner as$ those on our sparrow-hawlk, bt
closer together and not quite so broad.  The quills
are blackish, without any external spots, but haying
the inner web for about halfiits length fawed white,
and banded ywith black ; these bapdp, however, can
scarcely be seen on thie under surface, ‘and then only
when the wing is opened. The inner wing-covers
are’ marked with a few bars, wider apart than those

* This very singular formation doss not ‘sppear to have
been noticed by any vm!q. .
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of the body. The ground colour of the tail is
groy -above and dull white beneath ; the middie
feathers are. not marked, but the lateral haye seven
black bars, that at the tip being hardly broader than
the others ; the outer feather has eleven, which are
valer and narrower, The cere and. feet are fine
yellow. The tail iz rounded, and the wings reach
to half its length ; the second quill is a little longer
than the sixth,—the third, fourth, and fifth quills
are nearly of the same length; the fourth barely
exceeding the two others. % ,

Total length, 11} inches ; bill, from the gape, 1% ;
wings, 7; tails (beyond the wings), 3; from the
base, 6 ; tarsus, 17%.

The female differs materially in size and some-
what in colour from the male. The upper parts are
greyish-brown ; the vars and sides of the head ave
striped, but the space between the bill and eye is
entirely white ; the chin is dlso white, and has the
cendral stripe darker and wmore lengthened: the
transverse bands on the breast ascend higher up on
th: neck, and they are broader and more close to-
gether ; there are five of these bands upon each of
the breast-feathers, The two middle tail-feathers
are without any bars ; the three next (on eaxch side)
have six, broad and black ; while the two outermost
have nine, paer and narrowef, and which do not
excend across to the outer web; the band nearest
the tips is broadest, and the terminal margin in
both sexes is white. The black bands upon the
iener shaft of the quills, which in the male are
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scarcely visible on their under surface, are here
very strong ; there are four on the first quill “and
seven on the next, exclusive of the black space at
the end of each. The inner wing-covers, on the
other hand, have about three oval transverse Hlack
spots in the middle of each feather, without any of
the narrow fawn bands seen in the male, = '
The dimensions of the fomale are as follows: —
Total length about 121 inches; bill, from the gape,
Y55 wings, 735 tail, beyond, 3¢ ; from the base,
61 ; tarsus, 2, °

2 -
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LITTLE RED-BILLED HAWEK,
Accipgter erythrorhyness, SWaINs,

Cincreous, paler on the chii, throat, and bmast ; body, thighs,
and inver wing-eofersy white, with numerons grey bars ; *
tail ‘with four blackish bauds: the base and covers pure
white 3 feet and base of the bill, ved.

Le Gsbar, Le Faill.; Ois. @ Afrique, i. P 83, p. 136,

Tur celebrated Le Vaillant first discovered This
beautiful Hawk during his travels in Southern
Africa, and it was subsequently introduced into his
great vork on the birds of that region. *Ornitho-
logical painting was then, however, but in ifs in-
fancy ; and we must therefore not be surprised that
the figure which accompanies his desesiption is very
poor.  Le Vaillant jmentions.several districts in the
interior where this bird was mot uncommon; but
remarks, that he never observed it within the liniits
VOL. Vil K
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of the Cape colony. He once found its nest, which
wits built in the fork of a high tree; it contained
three young birds ready for flight ; there was also
an addled egg much soiled, which, upon being
witshed, was found to be entirely white. - The range
of this species is therefore established between
Scathery and Western Africa; and it is the only
one of those Falcons, found by Le Vaillant in the
former districts, which we have yet received from
the western coast.

Ln its general structurp it pesfectly resembles the
goshawk last described, but the bill is considerably
largir; and although the tarsi of both are of the
same length, the middle toe of this, particularly the
first joint, is much longer, and thercfore more like
thist of the common sparrow-hawk. The wings are
very short, reaching“only, as Le Vaillant well ob-
serves,.as far as the under til'covers ; the second
and'sixth quills are of equal fength ; and the third,
foutth, and fifth, as in the last spocies, ave the
longest and are nearly equal.  In size, our speci-
niEn is certainly smaller than the common sparrow-
hawk, although Le Vaillant obscrves that they are
of the same size. !

The- reneral colour ‘of the upper planige is a
uniform greyish-brown, except a broad white bar at
the base of fhe tail, and which crosses the last
ranige of the eovers; this is bordered towards the
mmp by @ black bar, which then mingles with
e brown of the ramp. The under parte, from the
chin to a little beyond the breast, ave of a light and
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uniform grey ; from whence the ground colour of
the body and thighs becorues white, elegantly crossed
by narrow and well defined bands of pure grey,
broadest-on the flanks and body, and narrow on the
. thighs and belly; the vent and under tail-cayers
only ‘are dingy white. The tips of all the quills
haye a conspicuous white margin.  The inner wabs
of the quills, on their upper surface, are nearly of
the same dark brown as the outer webs,—a very
unusual ¢ircumstance in this family,—and they are
crossed by distinetoblackish bands, which do not
run into each other; of these there are seven on
the first quill and nine on the next ; the ealoar of
the quills beneath is light brown, becommg nearlv
white at their base, and the inner wing-covers are
banded precisely Jike the body. The ground co-
lour of the tail is light brown, which changes almost
to pure white on the outermost feathers, all of
which are crossed by four very broad bars (includ-
ing that near the tip), which are more distinetly
seen on the under than on the upper arface, where
the ground colour of all appears to he dingy white.
The cere, with the basal half of the bill, together with
the legs, are of a bright red ; the other half of thé bill
and the eliws are bluish-black. The outer tai!-feather
only, on ench side, is shorter than the others.
The measurement ‘of the only specimensent is as
follows .—I‘oml length about 12 inches ; bxll, frim
* the gape, v ; wings, 6% ; tail (bcyond), 31 ; from

the base, 54 ; tarsus, 14 ; mxdg]le toe, without the
claw, 1#;.
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THE STRIGIDE, OR THE OWLS.

Tim usual haunts of this family are in wooded and
sheltered districts, where they can seek a retreat
from the ‘glare of the sun and the obseryation of
the smaller diurnal birds, who are well known to
torment them at 4 time when they can but ill de-
fend themsnlrcs;‘whgthcr it i3 that this part of
Africa possesses few of thése nocturnal birds, or from
any other cause, we have s yet received only three
species of the family from the districts which have
supplied us with so many others inhabiting the land.
Two of these belong to the horned group or Otus,
the other is a representative of the little passerine
owls of Americs. T

WHITE-FACED SCOPS OWL.
Soops leweotis, SWAINE.

Face, whito : cars, wargined behind with a black band ;
egrets, light brown, with delieate transverse lines, and tipt |
externally with deep black: under plumage withea black
line dowi the shaft of each frather.

Strix laucotis, Temm, PL Tul, pl. 16,
Wiinour any gay or diversified tints, the owl before
us is rievertheless an unusually elegant bird, so far
at least as regords its plumage; for in this family
the form of the body in all its parts is thick and

o
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heayy ; these disadvantages of shape are further in-
creased by the habits which they all possess of pufi-
ing out their feathers when pewched, so that hotlﬁng
is seen of the legs but part of the toes and claws,
Like the rest of the horned Owls, which are noyw
all comprised in the sub-family Avionina, the'one
before us has no opercnlum to its otherwise “_-clf
developed ears. The facial disk, however, 3s so far
perfect, that it is only interrupted on the chin.
The aperture of the ears is equal to the size of the
eyes, while the tail i short and almost even. These
being likewise the efsential characters of the Scops
Europaus, we place it in the same genus, methl}r as
an aberrant than as a typical species, on account: of
the more defined shape of the disk round the eye
and the longer and stiffer feathers which compose it.
In the length, proportion, and disposition of the
wings, quills, and fegt, the two birds perfectly agree.
The size of the body™is about that of a domestic
pigeon. The ground colour of the upper plumage
is entirely light grey-brown, without any of those
rufous or ferrugincus spots so usual among the
species of this family, andl which renders their
description so very difficult. Upbin this grey are
darker variegations, each feather having a blackish
stripe down the middle, the sides of the stripe being
undulated, so as to give the appearsnce of short
transverse knots; and these are most ohservable ca
thé wing-covers. There is a broad and &onspicuous
white outer margin on the scapulars, the outer web
of each feather being white, tipt' with black. The
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primary quills are crossed by ten dark and very
regular transverse bars, reckoning those only which
ave not hid by the spurious and lesser quills; and
hy the greater covers, on the lesser quills, in the
same way may be counted seven. There are also
ten ¥imilar bars on the middle tail-feathers beyond
the covers, The outer half of the feathers which
form the egrets, and of those between them, are
deep black, with about five rows of little round
white spots in pairs, one on each side of the shaft ;
the facial disk is entirely white, but there is a broad
black spot on each side, just bénind the ears. The
chin and all the under parts are of a delicate light
grey, each feather having a deep black central stripe,
which is crossed by many others, close and un-
dulated, of a darker grey than the ground colour.
The inncr wing-covers are white, with a simple
bliick stripe dewn the middle. The feathers an the
legs' arethe same, but the' shape is hardly per-
ceptible.  The bill and toes seem to be light or
greenish yellow. There is a black spot on the
l'"gf;r‘ wing-covers, close to the base of the first
quill,



.

AFRICAN SCOPS OWL,

Seups Sencoalénsiz, SWAIN:,
»

Variegated with grey, ferruginous, and blacks ears, grey,
without any marginal band ; marginal base of the shouldoers,
whitish, anuill feather ehortee. than the fifth,

So many authors of good repute* have recorded
that the little Horned Owl of Enrape is also a native
of Africa, that in the absence of positive proof to
the contrary, we were bound to believe the, fact.
Every frosh examination, however, of these species,
which on equally good testtmony are asserted
to inhabit widely diffevent regions, diminishes the
number of these supptﬁcd cosmopolites, and throws
increased doubt upon the remainder. Tt is im-
possible, of course, to know whether the bird we
shall now describe is that which has been mistaken
for the Furopean scops; but if so, we hesitate not
to pronounce it a decidedly different specw.& The
specimen from the south of France is now before .
us, togedher with that we here designated, for the
first time, under the name of S. Senegalensis.. It
may at once be known from the former, by being
smaller, by the absence of the black marginal or
semicircular line behind the eor, and by the whiti¢h
colour of the shoulders. The two first might be
* Le Vaillant, Tervminek, &e.
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attributable to climate, the second to a difference of
sex, but the third djstinction, more especially when
coupled with the others, is altogether decisive.

1t is almost impossible to give a correct idea, by
wouds, of those intricate mixtures of colours seen in
‘the plumage of the owls and nightjars. On such
ocdasions it appears prefegble to single out two or
three parts for minute deseription, and not attempt
a laboured account of the remainder. Without,
therefore, ocenpying more spyce than is necessary,
we shall merely observes that the general cast of the
plumage of these two species are so much alike,
that we can feel no surprise at their having been

‘mistaken for the same. Yet, even in some of these

markings, when closely examined, there is a tangible
difference. The inner webs of €he greater quills,
for instance, an the S. Senegalensiz, are light-brown,
passing into buff, and maiked across with about
six well defined blackish bars, placed in an oblique
direction, and extending entirely across the web;
whereas, in S. Faeropaeus, these bars are not entirely
more phscure, but they o upon a dull blackish
ground, o as to hecome partly undefined ; the spots
on the outer web of the quills are larger, whiter,
and fewer. On the first quill there aré nine in
S. Europeeus, and but six in, S. Sencgalensie. In
8. Europwus, the outer half of the greater wing-
covers bener th is entirely black ; but in Sencgalensis,
they are entirely whitish, with two slender black
fransverse bands. - The axille of the shoulders in
this are cream colour, tinged with ferruginous, pre-

3
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cisely similar, in fact, to the whitish scapular line
50 common among the owls; but in the European
specice, the axille, ke the lesser Wing-covers, are
deep and uniform rufous-brown.

Finally, there is a difference in point of structure
which must not be passed over. The wings are
ghorter than in the Eurgpean, which has the secoud
quill equal to the fo‘:x but in this, the sedond
quill is not even so long as the fifth. Hence ensues
a great difference in all the remainder, for in this
the third and fourth are equal and longest, whereas
in the S. FEuropous the third exdeeds all the
others. The annexed cui will explain these dif-
fetencps at a glance, and will show how much more
vigorous must be the flight of the European scops
than that of the Senegul species.

ﬂﬂ_wg‘ ..,w,w.e.u&; - ..

\\\\\\‘&

The colouring ana markings of the species of
this group are remarkably alike ; there are two froin
Jaya and one from Brazil, “;zlu_chvm this respect
arc as similar to S, Ewropaue as'i= the present
bird.

VOL, VI L
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Soodophiluz [mf‘, SWAIN:

/

Abave, mfous browg);mhcnd above, thickly eovered with round
" white dotsy tall, brownish, with seven pair of whita spots,
margined with black, .
-

cebiette v " A frique, ¥i. 264,
s pesai, Vit Ey. 3 1290,
Tins is certainly the most elegant of all the Passe-
rine Owls, and it is no less intergsting, as being the
only one yet found ™ Africa representing those of )
the opposite continent of trepieal America.

In the structure of all thtse small owls there is
no*essential difference, although inhabiting different
continents. *They differ materially from all those
of the lesser European owls, ds Lengmalmi, &c.,
with which they have been hitherto arranged, in
having little or no facial disk ; in the smallness of
their ears, which are not much larger than in ordi-
nary birds; in the shoriness of their wings, and in
the length of their nearly ev®n tail.  They are ex-
Auded frop the European province, and all the
spegies we have scen, save this, are peculiar to -
tropical Amgrita. | Tn all these, the wings hardly
exceed the length of the tail ;*the third, fourth, and
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fifth quills are longest, and nearly of equal length,
although the last is sometimes rather shorter, as
in this species, than the two p'{'cccding; and these
three are the only ones with a sinuated outer web,
excepting the second, the sudden broadness of which
is only at its very base. % ’
The total length of the specimen before ms may
be taken ut eight inches, supposing the head iz
straightened. The upper plumage is rufous brown,
or ferruginous, brightest on the heed, and especially
hetween the shouldérs. The whole upper part of
the head is thickly covered with rowdd white dots,
edged with black; and a” few of these spots,~but
larger, are scattered on the back, rump, and shoulder
wing-covers ; the lesser covers have a short row of
gnuch larger white spots, and there is another row
on the tips of the greater covers, these latter having
- also a ferruginous spot in the middle; the spurions
wings are without spots. The quills are crossed by
six distinct well-defined blackish bars, which abouve
are nearly of the same breadth as the*rufous inter-
vals which separaté them, but they are much na-
rower on their under surface, and leave the base of
the inner webs entirely ferruginous ; this last eolour
also, but:much darker, spreads over the inner wing-
covers, the tips of the greater ones only being marked
with a terminal tear-shapéd spot. Tne white sca-
pular band is margined above by a row of larde
white spots, ringed with black. Tail rather length
ened, nearly even, and blackish, each feather having
seven pair of transverse white spots, the outer ones
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small and nearly round; the middle feathers, in
some, are inclined to rufous, the white spots mar-
gined with a black 7 ring.  Ground colour beneath,
white, each feather with a rufous stripe, broader
and, more crowded on the breast. Legs, buff colour,
pi lntc in front. Ears, face, and chin, white, imma-
crdate, jvith no band behind the ears. Bill and
toes, dirty yellow; the latter with gcattered white
hairs,

Length of the wings, 4%, reaching only to the
upper tail-covers ; tail, 31 ; tafsus, &%

.
2Ny
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THE ORDER OF PERCHERS, OR~
INSESSORES.

Tus remaining portion of this Volume will contain
the major part of the different families of the
Perchers belonging to Western Africa, commencing
with the conic-billefi tribe. ( Conirostres ), and pro-
ceeding to the tooth-bxllcd groups fm‘mmg the tribe
of Dentirostres. v

L

WHITE-CACKED CROW,
Corvus lemconctus, SWAINS,

PLATE V.

Glossy purplish black ; mm‘mmﬂu eollar, and middle of the
body, white.
Tur old ornithologists considered that nearly all
those Crows which were alout the size of that of
Britain were mere varieties of, thaz bird ; and so
little were they regarded, that they were not deemed
to be worth separate descriptions. This error, how-
ever, has long beewy dissipated, and it is now found
that a considerable number of distinct races, in dif-
ferent parts of the world, have thus been passed
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over. Whenever a wide difference of geographic
range is accompanied by others of colour, we may
gcncm]ly assume thdt species having some simi-
larity are nevertheless distinet.

These observations are applicable to the present
bird. It has much resemblance to that figured by
Lqullant under the name of Lo Cornciils a sca-
pulaire blanc (Ois. d'4f. 1. PL 53,), from the
southern extremity of this continent; butif it were
the same, we cap hardly suppose he would have
represented the bird as having the black oxtendmg
no further thar the chin, \vhen in this it occupies the
whols of the neck and breast. Until, therefore,
we haye further evidence upon this point, We Yen-
ture to consider the Senegﬂ bird as distinct. The
black part of the plumage is very glossy; and the
feathers of the head mod throat are pointed. The
wings are very long, and reach to the end of the
tail ; this latter is rounded, shaving the feathers
very-brozul and mueronate.

The form ie strictly typical.—Total length, about
18inches; bill, from the gape, 24%; wings, 134 ;
tail, 7; tarsus, 2.



SENEGAL PIAPEC.
Ptilastomus Sexegalensis, Swarxs, *

Qlossy black, with tmansverse linear shiades on the tertinls §
auills and tail light Lrown, the latter with tho feathies
Innecolate, B

Carvas Sencgalensis, Act—Le,Pio du Senegal, PL Eal. 536,
—Ta Piapine, Ois, PAf: 54

I't appears that this singular bird supplies the place
of our magpie in the more southern latitudes of
Affica ; and yet, although its size and general shape
lias some resemblance to that bird, there is no real
affinity between them. - Our magpie, in fact, is only
a sub-genus of Cordue,"as is shown by the formation
of its bill and nostrils, while this has all the cha-
racters belonging to the Glancopina or wattle-birds.
According to the ayalysis we have made of this sub-
fumily, Ptilostomus is the rasorial genus of the circle,
being immediately followed by Crypsirina, which,
with the more typical species®, conducts us at once
to the ginus Glaucopis. 1t'is really extranrdinary
that all the modern ernithologistsy who have written
upon these birds, should have overlooked one of the
most important parts of their structure = for in none

* Rufie lewooptera, u:um, lrwémhu. rigense euabmnda,
E :Jﬂw;'rq;'g? pladed in the supposcd genus Dendrociita.
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of their generic characters is the proporﬁonnte length
of -the lateral toes once alluded to; it is the in-
equality of these toes which indicates ‘that such birds
are arboreal, while those, on the contrary, which have
thesa toes equal, and the middle one lengthened, are
of ambulating habits ; or at least that they frequent
the grovnd more than trees.  Crypsiving, in this
respect, is entively arboreal, the lateral toes being
unequal, and the middle ones short; while in Pti-
lostomus the tarst are long :md robust, the lateral
. toes equal, and the mlddle ove fully lengthened.

In these characters it agrees with all the sub- genera
of Corvus, wherein we include .the true magpies ;
but then the whele structure of the bill and nostrils,
in our views of the family, decidedly places the
present genus, as well as Crypeiring, in a totally
differcut division of"it. The only genus of this
sub-fauuly ( Glaucoping) which we have not yet
scen, 18 that which should follow Ptilostomus on
the ‘other side of the circle, and constitute the
tennirostral type. A

“From the circumstance of Le Vaillant having
found this species to be migratory in Southern Africa
(where it is seen cither singly or in small flocks),
there caa be no doubt that it quits Senegal &t certain
seasons, along with the grakles herein deseribed, and
returns to Western Africa to breed. « We infer this
latter circurostance from having seen a young speci-
men from Senegal, hefore it hanmte gained its full
wing-feathiers ; it wrs much smaller, and the biil was
red or flesh-coloured, tipt only with black. We were
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strongly tempted, at first, to helieve this was a
distinct species; but after a most careful investiga-
tion, we have concluded it to be the young, or im-
mature state of the species now described.

The size is smaller, and the general form moare
gracile, than in the European magpie: the whole-
plumage of the body, both above and below, s oia
deep sooty black, the feathers very smooth and silky,
and with a soft gloss upon them. On the tertials,
and some of the sccondaries, are close, transverse
bands of darkly shaded lines, similar to what are
seen on the tail-feathers of Lamprotornu longi-
canda and some other birds. The primary quills
and tail are of a light sepia brown, the former being
almost white on their under surface, when held in
some directions of kight. The tail-feathers, as indi-
cating the type which *the genus represents, are

‘much narrowed towards their tipe, and the shafts
are particularly strong ;  the sharpness and eurvature
of its claws shows that the bird, although possessed
of an ambulating foot, i8 yet more accustomed to
perch among trees than to walk upon the ground

Total length, 171 ; bill, gape, Ly ; wings, 6};
tail beyond, 8; ditto, bose, 11 ; tm-sus, 1% ; middle
toe and dlaw, 144 ; lateral ditto, 1; hinder ditto,
the same. % wien

VOL. VII. b ¢
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o Buceros erythrorynchus, TeanNc.

Above varied with black and white 3 beneath white ; bill red,
shmple, or without any protuleranoe.

Buceros crythrorynchus, Tenm. Manog. in Pl Col—Calao a
heo rouge, qu Senegal; &L Enl*260—Le Toc, Le Vaill.,
Ois. d'Af. v. pL 238,

Trux Yornbills, in general, are very large sized birds,
having the front of their enormous bills furnished
with what appears to be excrescences or protube-
rances of different gizes and shapes, according to
the species, » They mostly inhabit tropical India, .
yet several species occur in 'z.\ﬁ.'ica, and two or threo
ar¢ mentioned as natives of Senegal ; the present,
however, is the only one which has yet come before
us from that country. This i one of the smallest
of the species, and with three or four others, forms a
little group, haring the bill destitute of those sin-
gular appendages which are found on the more
typical species. M. Temminck has belftowed so
much care aud ttention in dgtermining the species
of this intricate genus, that we adopt his name for
the presen? specics ; it was long classed by syste-
matists as a variety of their B. nasutus, notwith-
standing the auth®rity of Le Vaillant, who long ago
pointed sut the difference between them.
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~ Total length 17} inches, yet the body of the
bird is not larger than that of a magpie; the bill,
which is entxrely red, is mtch curved from the
base; the culmen is sharply carinated, and the
margins of both mandibles destitute of serratures.
The upper plumage is mncgatcd with brownish-
black and white, something in the following man-
ner:—The sides of the head and neck are whxte..
a broad black stripe being upon the top of the
crown, which disappears a little. below the nape ;
the back and scapuburs are blackish brown, darkest
on the rump, and without any othér white mark
than a central stnpc, which extends half way down
the back ; the wing-covers are white, atnped with
black ; the primaries black, with a band of white
£pots on the outer, edge of five of the longest : some
of the secondaries are entively black ; three of these
have a white line & their edge, and the three next
are wholly white; the tertials are blackish brown,
and’ unspotted ; the tail is long and rounded ; the
four middle feathers entirely black ; tie rest broadly
tipt with white, but the outermost is white with
only a small black spot on the outer web; the ears
are grey, and the entire under plumagc pure white ;
the feet; according to Le Vaillant, are orangs brown.
Our specimen may possibly be, a young bird, as
Le Vaillant says that such are ithout dentations
to the bill ; lateral toes unequal, hinder very short.
Total lengtb, 174 inches ; bill, in a straight line
from the gape, 24;; wings, 6§ ; tail beyond, 5
base, 8; tarsus, 17%.
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PURPLE-HEADED OR SCALY GRAKLE.
Lamprotornis plilonoriynchuz, Swains,

Abaye, glossy metallic green ; head, tail, snd plumage beneath,
simple bluey frontal feathers advancing and compressed
forwards on the bill; sboulder and tail-covers seale-like,
and greenish blue,

Lie coulgniop, Ze Fail,, Ois. d'Afrique, il PL 90, p. 165.—
. Turdus nitess P Audorem,

Turre exists in the hot parts of Africa a small
family of birds, having the size and shape of
thrushes and the babits of 'starlings, but whose
plumage, totally unlike any others, is of the richest
metallic green and purple which it is possible to
coneeive. M. Le Vaillant bas given us an account
of those species inhabiting the interior of Southern
Africa, and we can now add two others, apparently
new, from the Western region. From the general
similarity in the changeable plumage of these birds,
and from our best systematic writers having over-
looked their true distindtions, great confusitn exists
among the specieg in their catalogues. Some of
these errors we hope to clear up, the determining
those which will be now deseribed.

The species now under consideration is one of
the most splendid of these Grakles. Immense flocks
of them arrive at certain periods on the lower lands
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of the great Namaqua country; but they stay only
a short time, and finally return to the warmer and
more fruitful plains of Senegaf, where, as Le Vail-
lant with much reason conjectures, they probably
breed.

Tt is clear that this, in fact, is the Couigniop of
the Ois. d’ Afrigus; but it is very questionable whe-
ther it is the Merula viridis Angolensis of Brisson,
from which Linnsus made his Turdus nitens. Bris-
son, who was always remarkably exact, and whose
descriptions moreover are original, says nothing of
the peculiar frontal feathefs, or of the black spots
on the wings. In the short notice given by Dr.
Leach of his Z'wrdus splendens, he is equally silent
on the first of these characters, but lays stress upon
the second, that is, the black wing-spots ; not aware
that no less than four speeies of these shining
Grakles are thus marked. As it is ghite impossible
to determine any thing from such descriptions, we
must leave them as they stand, contenting ourselves
with pointing out those chardtters by which the
species before us is truly distinguished, and whish
are condensed in the foregoing specific character.

_The size is that of the missel thrush, and the
length almost ten inches. The whole plumage s rich
and glossy ; varying somewhat in its shades, but still
retaining the followibg decisive colouzs. The whole
of the head, neck, breast, and under parts, from the
chin to the tail-covers, are of a decidéd deep blue,
tinged with purple or lake, particulasrly on the head,
thighs, and under tail-covers, but without any green
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gloss. The blue of the head softens off on the nape,
and more on the neck, to a rich yellowish metallic
green, which spreaddover the whole of the back of
the wings ; on the rump, this green becomes strongly |
tinged with blue, which ﬁnallv has a purple tinge.
',l'hc shoulder-covers are green- ‘blue, precisely similar
to,the back of the neck and the rump ; this colour is
defined at its outer margin, and does not blend into
the green of the rest of the wings; the feathers
also, like those of the tail-covers, are scale-like, with
well-defined margins. The tai} is'short, quite even,
and coloured® like the "head, the lilac reflections
being strongest on the middle pair of feathers ; there
is a row of black velvety dots at the fips of the
lesser covers, one on cach feather, and the same on
the greater covers; these spots, in certain lights,
seem encircled with amarrow blue ring ; under wing-
coyers, purple!

In regard to structure, t\e frontal feathers of
this most splendid bird differ from all others of its
genus we have hitherto seen ; they are yery thickset
and short, and fold over, as it were, the base of the
bill, like those of the genus Ptilonorynchus. The
wings reach to within three-quarters of an inch of
the tail, and this lattersis quite even. :

Total length, about 10 inches ; blll from the

gape, 1755 dttto, from the ffont, % ; wmgs, G;
tall, beyond, Y ; ditto, from the base, 21 ;

1:%; hind tde and ch':w, nearly 1.
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GOLDEN-EARED GRAXLE,
Lamprotornis chrysonotis, Sy Anvs,
PLATE VI.

. .
Alave, glossy greens Leneath,spurple; middle of the belly
nnd spot an the ear, goldon lesser quills and tail with &
biraad velvet-like black bands

o ¢

No deseription or delineation can give an adequate
idea of the splendid metallic richness of the varied
plumage of this magnificent and very rare species,
which moreover appears to' be enfirely new to
science. Two spefimens came over from Western
" Africa, the first of which was secured for the use of
this work. Our figure will in some degree assist us
in the following deseription. '

The size is as nearly as possible equal to that ‘of
Lamprotornis ptilonorynchus, but.as the tail, which
extends three inches beyond the wings, is much
longer, the bird appears lafger: the bill i rather
smaller;, and the frontal feathers are not more
advanced than in the gencrality of the other species.
The ground colour of the upper pars, from the
front o the tail-covers, including the wings, is rich
metallic yellowish-green, similer to L. ptilonoryn-
chus ; but on the lower part of the back, and on tite
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shoulder-covers, there is a strong tinge of blue,
glo=sed with purple. The shoulder-u,overs, however,
are not scale-like, and their colour blends into the
green of the wings. At the top of each of the
lesser and gma(cr covers is a large spot of deep
velvet-black, which thus forms two bands. Across
the midile of the lesser and tertial quills is a broad
uninterrupted batr of the same deep black, dividing
these quills, as it were, into two parts, that nearest
the base being entively green, while the other is
tinged with rich purple: the greater quills are

without any band, The base of the fail, in like °

mantez, is crossed for about two-thirds its breadth
with a similar band, which is glossed with purple
on the lateral feathers, leaving the terminal portion
green. The tail-covers are unusnally long, extend-
ingon the tail more than one inch and a quarter
beyond the tip of the wmgs, ‘another character
which distinguishes it from its congeners. Between
the bill and the eye is a stripe of velyet black. The
feathers on the ears and sides of the head are very
stiall and scale-like, and of a rich purple, but they
terminate in a ghining spot of a golden copper
colour. The under plumage is very different from
the upper, for it has nb green reflections : “the pre-
valent hue is of the darkest and most beautiful
purplc-hlnc frém the chin to the vent, except in the
middle of thg body, which is strongly glossed, in all
lights, with yellowish, copper; not so bright, how-
ever, as the spot ov, the ears: the under tail-cover
wione are green : the tail is rouhded. Independent
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of the above distinctions, there ism a remarkable
peculiarity in the four longest quills of this bird,
each of which, near the tip, Has a projecting tootl.x-
shaped em.fxrginatio;n on the inner web, 28 seen n
the annexed cut.

Length of bill, from the gapey 1 7 Wivgs, 543
tail beyond, 3 ; ditto from the base, 43 ; tarsus, L
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o6 o
Lamprotoryis cyanotis, SWAINS,

Motallic sen-green ; cars sand sides of the neck, blue; belly
and base of the tallfeathersy violet-purple Icuu and
greater mns-covvn with a hl.un #flot on each; tail short,
vyon,

Aurgeyeit less brilliant ih its plumage than either

of thc two prcccdmg, this is nevertheless a very

Eg endid species, readily distinguished from those

t described by having the undgr plumage neatly
of the same colour asthe upper, and in being much
smaller in size, If we may lmzard a conjecture
where any thing like proof cfnnot be adduced, we
showld say that this is more akin to the Merula
viridis Angolinus of Brisson than L any other we have
¥t seen; because it is almost entirely greemy and
the sizes are neygly the same; yet there are still |
many discrepancies, among the most material of
which is the spots on the wings, to whichs Brisson
makes no u.lluslon,

When held "from the light, “the spectator being
between, the upper plumage is entirely shifling
green, which only assymes a blue tinge on the rump,
upper tail-covers, and shouldcr-covers. The same
gheen hue extends from the chin to the middle of
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the body, where it gradually change's to a brilliant
purple blue, clossed with lake or flame colowr. The
ear-feathers are the same, and their blue colour
tinges the sides of the neck. The under wing-covers
and the tail, particularly the base, is of the shme |
rich purple as the belly; the lesser and greater
wing-covers have each a black spot, which'in soite
lights secems to have a bright blue one in the middie :
bill and feet black. The spots on the wing-covers
are not seen in immature specimens. The win
reach to half the length of the tail, which is short
aud quite even. We haye been told this specics
has been named chalybeus in some continental work,
but we have no mieans of ascertaining the point ;
and the name, being alike applicable to the whols
genus, is peculiarlys objectionable.

-



LONG-TAILED GRAKLE,

Lamprotornis longicanda, SwAINS,

PLATE VIL

Motallio green head, glossed with violet-brown; fail very
long, graduated, glossed with purplg, and banded with vo-
merous dask lines. A

Le Vert-doré, Le Vailly Ois. A'Afvigue, ii. PL 87, p. 146,
I Eai. 220,—Merula longicands, Brisson Orn. ik p. 813
—Turdns aneus, Gmelin, 4uctorum,

Ix a group of birds so difficult to determine as the
present, it becomes maye particulirly desirable that
the name of ewch should not only be appropriate,
but characteristic of that particular quality or cir-
cumstance which distinguishes each species. Al
are splendid, shining, and coppery ; and, therefore,
such names as splendens, nitens, consus, chalybeus, &c.
being applicable to all, become, in fact, of no use
as specifie distinedons.  With all our desire to
preserve names, we really think it will be
advan to science that future omithologists;
who may have the power of dciermining what the
twa first of these species really are, should imposc
upon them more appropriate names than those they
now bear in our systems. In regard to the third,
the Twurdus awneus or Linnmus, the prior denomina-
tion given to it so justly by Brisson, who was its
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first describer, supercedes any apology for abandon-
ing a name which has neithempriority nor peculiar
fitness to recommend it.

This is a most striking and splendid hird, not so
much in the variety of colours on the body plumidge,
as for its long fan-shaped tail, a characler whicl'
prevents it from being confounded with any of those
here described, or mentioned by other writers.
Like some others of its congeners, it seems to make
annual migrations from Western Africa to those
regions lying towards the Cupe of Goad Hope.

The form is decidedly yasorial, not only in_the
tail, but in the wings and legs. The former*is
rounded, having the first quill half as long as the -
second, and the third shorter than the fourth, while
the tarsus is longer”in proportign than in any of the
birds already described” The tail ie considerably
graduated ; there is the'difference of an inch, more
v less, between the length of the three oyter
feathers, while the middle pair exceeds the others
by more than three inches and a half, A

The colour, with the exception of the head, which
is brown, glossed with yellowish Topper colour, is
shining blueish-green, which, becomes purple on the
lower part of the back and rump, and %%a n the
body, belly, and vert beneath. There is a e
black velvet spot on the greater and lesser wing-
coyers ; these, however, are not seen in the young
bird, which has also the hefid more violet than
coppery. The most. splendid fues are upon the
tail; the ground colour being rich ‘purple, blue
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glossed with lilac and purple, and reflecting numer-
ous close transverse cark bars, which are onlv scen
when the tail is held to the light. The size of the
body is not much bigger than that of L. ptilonoryn-
chus, but the length of the tail makes the bird seem
much larger.

Total length, about 20 inches; bill, from the
gape, 11; wings, 8; tail beyond, 9}; from the base,
4; tarsus, 1.5 ; bind toe and claw, 1.

From the peculiar flatness of the feathers of the
tail, we suspect that in the live bird it assumes a
hoat-shaped appearance., We do not, however, for
the present, venture to give this type a distinet sub-
generic name



CHESTNUT-BODIED GRAKLE. 5
anprn!omir rufiventris, RUrrELL.

Head, neck, broast, nnd plumsge (above}, metallic-groen <
body (bm.cnlh), thxshn, and under tail-covors, rnfon.l,
greater quills, fulvous-white oo, their Inner mb

A spronmy of this Grakls has long becn in_our
musemn, but we were not aware of its bumg a
native of Western Africa, no less than of Abyssinia,
until assured that such was the fact by Dr. Riippell.

On this authority we shall insert it in our present
Work, pamcularly since it seems {b have been
hitherto overlooked bv systematic writers. Upon
its natural habits we can say nothing. ‘

In its general size, the Chestnut-bodiad Gmk]e is
rather smaller than L. cuanom, but the wings arg
very much shorter in proportion. The upper plu-
mage, although glossed with coppery-green, is yet =0
destitute of richness that it seems, in some lxg.hts, to
be more brown than otherwise, particularly on the
head and ears, wherethere is only a slight purplish
gloss there ure no black spots on the wing-covers,.
-~ but upon these, the tertials and the tuil, are dark

transverse reflections resembling stripes. The wings
are short, and do not reach furthier than the upper,
tail-covers. The under parts, from the chin to the
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breast, are celoured like the upper ; but beyond the
breast, all the plumage is of a deep uniform rufous:
the under wing-covers and the thighs are also ru-
fous. That portion of the primary quill-feathers
wkich is concealed when the wing is.closed, is of a1
delicate fawn or isabella colour ; bill and feet, black ;
wail, short, slightly rounded. Total length, about 8
inches; bill, from the gape, 1; from the nostrils,
v 5 wings, 47 ; tail, beyond, 14 ; from the base.
3; tarsus, 1%,

WHITE;BODIED GRAKLE,
Lamprotornis levcosaste?, SWATNE.

” PLATE VIIL

Male—yviolot, with purple reflections ; 4he feathers of the hody
scalo-like ;5 body, beneath, pure white.

Female—ahove, dark-brown, the feathers with rufous edges |
breast and body] beneath, white, with an oblong spot or
stripe on each feather.

~ .

Merle de Juida, Bufon, PL Fal. 648, . 1.—Turdus lencogaster,
Gtelin, 1. 81%—Whidah thrush, Varions authors.

- )

Tins is the least, and may be almost’ pronounced

the most lovely species of this group; for although

it has not such a gorgeous display of many colours

A% some of its companions, the inimitable richness
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and variability of the scale-like feathers of the body,
renders it quite a gem among birds. The colonr of
these feathers are metallic, and all the same ; But
with this difference, that in some lights they appear
of the richest purple, and in others of the deepest
lilac, so as to appear almost fed. OQur modom s)s-
tematists have left this bird under the old genns
Turdus, probably from not having seen it; and no
author that we are aware of has dcscribcd the fe-
male, which from its great dissimilarity of plumage
might well be takea for a different species. We
can vouch however for the fact, that‘the difference
is only sexual, having received both as male and
female; and having seen a young male in its first
plumage (which is always like the mother's), but
having already assumed some of the more brilliant
plumes of its manhood. ’

The form is altogether typical of fhe genus, and
exactly the same as that of the preceding species,
but the inner web of the quills has no indexted
sinuosity ; the tail is very short and quite even.

The male has the whole of the head, neck, breast,
back, middle tail-feathers, and the greatest part of
the wings, of a rich soft satiny appearanoe,—of the
deepest and richest blue, glessed with purplp when
held from the light, but which changes to a fire-
coloured red, resembling lake, when the birdis held
between the light and the spectator. This colouf}
upon the lesser quills and the lateral tail-feathers,
oniy covers those parts which n.rp exposed ; the rest,

and the whole of the primary quills, are black. ¥rom

VOL. VIL o
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the breast to the under tail-covers, the plumage is
of a snowy whiteness.

The female is totally different. The upper plu-
mage is varied, with light ferruginous on a brownish-
black ground ; each of the body-feathers, above,
Yeing brown with only the side margins ferruginous.
The wing-covers, scapulars, and tertials have each a
narrow margin all round ; but there is none on the
other quills or on the tail. The under plumage to the
breast is rufous-white, with a narrow stripe down
each feather ; the breast and the zemaining parts pure
white, with similar stripes but largcr' and longer ;
hase ¢f the quills, beneatl., pure ferruginous ; under
tail-covers, white ; bill and legs, brown.

Total length, 6 inches ; bill, from the gape, 5
wings, 8% ; tail, beyond, }; from the base, 2} ;
tarsus, v '

From the utarling.fumily we pass on to that of the



FRINGILLID.E, OR FINCHES,

Tie most extensive of the conic billed order, and
one that every observer may understand, when he
looks to the sparrow, chaffinch, greenfinch, or any
of those small thick®billed pirds which feed on seeds
and kernelsg It is one of the beautied of the natural
arrangement, that it keep} together large famdlies of
similar habits, size, and often of country; o that
by seeing two or three, we can form a tolerably
correct idea of the whole.

The first bird upon pur lis? is no less remarkable
for its rarity thanefor, the interest which attaches
to its station in this family. We shall first deseribe
it, and then employ it to explain in a familiar man-
nér our views on the natural arrangement of the
group to which it more especially belongs ; a group
which, from not Laving been well understood, is at
this moment involved in the greatest confusion.
This digression will also give a practical illustration
of those principles upon wihich, gs we conceive, all
the'groups of nature are diversified. "The bird before
us is the most pre-eminent type we have yet séin
of this family, and we shall t_hereforc'distingnish it
as a new sub-genus, under the pame of



e 156

1 . CRIMBON NUT-CRACKER.
Pirencates sangninens, SWaln<,
PLATE 1IX.

Head, neck, breast, and upper tail. fiathers, glossy crimson 3
body, wings, ana tail, dark bnma

“ Loxin ostrinn, l’mx'(ol, Ois. Chant, I, 48.

It may safely be affirmed that this extraordinary
bird has the thickest ;and most massive bill in the
feathered creation. Both mandibles, indeed, are of
an enormous size ; but contrary to what we find in
the generality of lm-d\, the ‘under one is even still
more powerful than the upper. What are the nuts
or sccds, the breaking of which requires such an
amazing strength of bill, is perfectly unknown ; but
they must be of a stonelike hardness. This is
proved by anotker circumstance, which further
shews that, however uncommon, this amazing de-
velopement is not in the least degree superfluous.
In the two specimens we have examined, one in the
Paris museum, the other in our own, the edges of
the upper mendible are chipped and broken, obvi-
ously from the difficelty which the bird has expe-
rienced in bmnkmg some nuts of untsual hardness,
and which it has not been able to accomplish without
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injuring the bill. The sharp tooth at the base of
the upper mandible is, no dm)xbt highly usefil in
this operation, probably performing the office of a
canine tooth by making a first indentation in the
nut, whereby to procure a hold upon it ; the injugies
to the bill are also more conspicuous cloge to this,
tooth than further towards the tip. Sl
The form of this bird constitutes its sub-generic
character. The bill resembles a perfect cone, the
sides of which are quite straight, and in nowise
curved outwards. The upper mandible does not
project at itsgtip bevond the under ; it is quite en-
tire, excepting a short andl rather acute toot'»like
process close to its base, while the commissure or
line formed by the joining of the two mandibles is
nearly straight ; thg nostrils are vertical, pierced be-~
hind the substance of the bill, bat completely covered
with the frontal feathers, thus very much resembling
those of the toucans. * The wings are rather short
and much rounded ; the first quill is short, narsow,
and spunouc, about six-tenths of an in¢h in length ;
the second is half an inch shorter than the third, arel
this latter is equally long with the fourth and fifth.
The feet, without being robust, are Jarge and slen-
der; the=niddle toe very long, and exceeds, with its
claw, the length of the tarsus ; the hind-claw is as
long7as its too, as in many of the scansorial birds,
and only falls short of the tarsus by about the tentfl
of an inch. The tail is broad ‘:nd much rounded.
The colouring of the plumage is rich and yet
simple. The feathers of the whole head, necks
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breast, upper tail-covers, and half way down the
flanks, are of a bright crimson, and appear glossy,
as if polished, but without any coloured reflections,
The tail is of a dull red, but the inner half of the
lateral feathers are black ; the quills are nearly so.
All the rest of the plumage is a deep uniform sepia
boten. Bill, deep black ; legs, brown ;. claws, long,
slender, and but little curved.

Total length, 57 inches; bill from the gape, 4} ;
wings, 2¢%; tail beyoud, l&;"from the Em.se, 2k
tarsus, 2. (oiae— S

.

1f; as naturalists conceive, the typical character
of the finches is in the strength and conic form of
the bill, then the bird before us, possessing both in
the most eminent degree of perfaction (fig. 1), must
stand at the hgad of the entire family. And thisis -
thie view we have taken of its stdtion, resulting from
the analysis of that division ‘of the finches to which
it utiquestionably belongs.  Of all the forms in other
countries we yet know of, it comes nearest to the
South American hard-bills, forming the sub-genus .
Coccoborus ; while, on the other hand, there can be
no question, we think, of its close relationship to the
sub-genus Dertroides :"from this we pass %0 Sper-
maphago, from which nature sgems to refurn again
to hier first or most pre-eminent type, by means of the
haw-finches of temperate climates (Coccothraustes)
and the hard-bills of South America, Coccoluris.
It is among these latter birds, indeed, that we have
the nearest approach to that how before us.  The
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gradual developement and diminution of the strength
and form of the bill in this circular group will be
made intelligible by the folldwing outlines of the
bills of the sub-genera which compose the circle.

1t is obvious that those Hlls are the s'tmngest
whose mandibles are of equal thickness and of un-
usual shortness ; we consequently find that it is the
pre-eminent distinction of the two typical gerera, :
Pyrenestes, fig.1,and Coeccoborus, fig. 2 ;%ll the others
having the bill eithier more lengthened, or the wndar
mandible much weaker than the upper. But this
change is nevertheless gradual. j’ymmm, fig. 1,
for instance, has the most conic bill of all, for it has
no notch at the tip. Then comes Dertroidee, fig. 5,
putting on the appedrance of a hornbill or a uceros,
not only on the knobbed front, but in the situation &¥
the nostrils; its hill is something like the last, but i
is less conic and more lengthened.  From this form
we pass to Spermophaga, fig. 4, where the bill has
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less of the conic form than any of those now repre-
sentad ; its shape, in fact, is intermediate between
that of Dertroides ahd Coceothraustes to which it
leads. Cocosthraustes, again, fig. 3, has a remark=-
ably strong wpper, but comparatively a weak under
mandible, and the commissure is regularly and gro-
dnally arched from the base. . Some of the species,
however, of Coccolorus have the under mandible
rather the smallest, so that by these birds,a passage
is formed from one to the other. Coccoborus is
nevertheless very different; for in the greater part
of the speciesthe two mandibles are perfectly equal,
fig. 2,.and the margins, instead of being curved, are
sinuated ; the upper one, moreover, has a very small
but obvious tooth, which none of the other genera
possess.  Now, to unite this genus (which is strietly
confined to the warm parts of America) with that
of Pyrenestes, there should be o species with an un-
usually large bill, yet furnished with a notch ; such
a bied would obviously unite in itself the characters
of both greneta, and such a bird we accordingly have
iie the Lozia Angolensis of Liimewus, erroncously
supposed to inhabit Africa, but which we ourselves
shot in the forests of America. We have chosen to
illustrate this progression by the form of the bill
anly, because this organ is the most obvious to the
generality of Students, and will admit of mors ac-
dirate delineation’; but this chain of connexion is
equally apparent in the variation of t.hg"m'ngs and
et.  We have thus presumptive wvidence of a
vireular group.  Let us now see whether this group
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is natufal ; that is, whether it will bear the test of
comparison with the orders of birds and the tribes
. of the Insessores.  The usval mode we havealways
adopted for this purpose is to place the genera in a
column which corresponds to thosge which contain

the groups represented, thus:— ®

- .

SUB-PAMILY coccoTHRAUSTINE.S * °
1. TyricaL.
Pyremedtes.occ... The most posfectly conio bills... Cemircatres,
v 2 SUnTyricAL. y
Cocooborus. . ooare- Bill notched at the tip...... "+ eees Dentirostres.
Anx.mu\'r -

. Wings long, tail forked, fect Fissirosd
Cocoothraustes . YOIy BHOTE oo vecsssashardssarss oy

Spermophaca ... Bill most lengthened...cuiiiiiie Tenuirostros,
Wingds short, feot .Lm:c. very

Dertroides..une :dmxg s upper mandible cugv- & Soansores,
"g ........................

Each of these columns are circles; becanse , Py-
renestes passes into Demtroides, just za the tribe of
Conirostres passes into that of Scansores. Thus ye
find that the chief distinctions of each of the tribes
of the perchers turn out to be the same as those of
the group of Finches before us; that is, they pos-
sess the same characters in addition to others which
constitute them FMches. It is” only upon these
principles, in fact, that we can account for the
glossy :ahr-\ge, for instance, of therhaw-finches;
their very short feet,—their hroad, although conic

bills,—their pomted-mng:,—thclr forked tail,—and

vakl. Vi P
.
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their migratory habits; all which, as every one
knows, aré also the characteristics of the swallow
fam'i!y;zmd of all Fissirostral birds. Those, on the .
other hand, which represent the Tenuirostres have
the longest bills; and those, again, which typify the
galiinnceous tribe, have the strongest feef and the
shoﬂcst wings. All the species of Coccoborus, how-
ever diversified in other respects, have a distinct
notch (although small, and the tip not hooked, as
in the tanagers) in the upper mandible; and this,
we all know, is the great distingtion which separates
the Dentirostres from the Conirostres. Numerous
other analoglcs might be here pointed out, strength-
ens ng the accuracy of the above arrangement; but
it i3 quite needless to proceed further. The clue
being now given, the expencnccd ornithologist will
be at no loss in folloying it up; while the student
will thus havs an example he can comprehend, of
that systematic order of vagiation in oll animals
which the discoveries of every year more and more
demonstrate as the fundamental principle of the
great plan of creation. We now proceed to the
genus Dertroides, the rasorial type of the hard-bills ;
it contains at present but one known species, which
is likewise of extreme rarity. -



WHITE-BILLED NUT-CRACKER.
.} -
Dertreides aliivostriz, SWAINS

Entirely black ; bill, whitish ;' flank-feathers with o
few white stripes.
.

B
Toctor alecto, Temm., PL Col. PL W46,

Tris is the largest finch hitherto discovered, b,cing
fully as long as a starling, although not so bulky in
the body. The whole plumage is entirely deep
lamp-black ; the feithers of the body, under thie
» avings, being partly white. The bill is whitish,
particularly hard, and gdvancing much on the front
of the head, where it is swollen and elevated. The
wings are short and round, reaching only to the
base of the tail ; the latter being rather lengthened
and much rounded. The first quill is somewhat
“spurious, being only half as long as the second ; this,
again, is nearly equal to the third, fourth, fifth, and
sixth, which are the longest ; in all this we find a
passage between this and the nekt sub-family of
Ploccana, or the weavers. The feet are large ands
. strong, with the lateral and the hind toewequal ; thus
- preserving the analogy of the'genus both to the
Scansores and Rasorer. i :
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Total length, 10 inches ; bill, from the gape, ' ;
wings, 5; tail beyond, 3 ; from the base, 4} ; tar-
gus,”% ; hind-toe and.claw, in a straight line, .

Following this type, we place another exceedingly
rart bird from Senegal, both sexes of which we
#hall now deseribe ; we consider it, for the present,
a% fhe®hnost aberrant of the hard-bills; and therefore
ag helonging to the Tenwirostral form; although
other species doubtless exist, which will be found
more characteristic of this particular type; it seems
however, intermediate ketween the last form and
Cocosthraustcs.

BLUE-BILLED NUT-CRACKER.

o
Spormophagn cyumoryuolut, SWAINS,

Blackish or clnereous s throat, breast, and flanks, erimson g
billy blue tipt with orange; female, with white spots on
the belly.

Toxin hematids, Viedlat, Ois. Chant. Pl. 67.—Loxia
guttata, ib. G5,
Artnovan the two birds we shall now describe
under the abuve name have Leen considered diffe-
Zent species, we strongly suspeet they will turn out
to be sexes £ only one.  Their'size and proportions
are precisely the same, while the very remarkable
colour of the bill, éxactly alike in both, still further
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strengthens this belief. Tt is also one of the most
natural characters of Tenugrostral types Akat the
sexes vary ; witness the whole family of humming-
birds, and that of the fruit-eaters (Ampglida ), and
we may therefore expect to find the same im the
Tenvirostral genus of the hard-bills. = .

« The form of the wings and bill differ frfm Ik in
this group. The former are very short; and more
rounded than in Derfroides. The first quill is not
spurions, but formcd like the second, which is only
half as long again; thesthisd quill resembles the
second of Dortroides, that is to say, it is slightly
ghorter than the fourth, which is nearly aslong as
any of the others; the tertials are not lengthened ;
the end of the wings reach only to the base of the
tail, which is rounded, h'mntr the feathers broad
and soft. The feet are witch lika these of Der-
troides, but the ifiner toe is shorter than the outer ;
while the nostrils are bekind the basal edge of the
bill, and lid by the frontal feathers, The hill is
lengthened-conic; the culmen slightly curved, al-
though the gonys is straight ; the upper mandible is
thickest, and the commissure siuated, as in Dor-
trovles and the ordinary weavers (" Plocous ).

The’ colounng is slmplc,—tlmt of the Blll is yery
pecaliar in some lights; at a-distance it appears
almost black ; when viewed more closely, howexer,
it becomes of the darkest indigoblue, but with
reflections of a much lighter colour, nearly resem-
bling ultramarine, the tips Lzing rich orange. If
that which we COIIJcct‘ul'e be the male sex, the upper
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parts are deep and uniform black, and so also is the
body “&ad belly beneath ; the chin, throaf, breast,
and flanks, are rich glossy scarlet. In the other
bird, the parts which we have just deseribed as black
are of a dark cinercous ; the crimson is not quite so
bright or sy, full, and it tinges the front, ears, sides
of thit n¥ck, and the upper tail-covers.  The middle
of the body is thickly spotted with small round
white spots, chiefly upon a black ground; these
spots are thickest on the sides, and obscure on the
belly ; feet in both, blackish.
Size of the ch'zﬂinch, total Iength about 5% ;

hill,, from the g'tpc, H; : “mgs, 23 ; tail beyond,
13 ; from the base, 2} ; tarsus, ¥%.

.



RUFOUS-NECKED WEAVER."

Plocess textor, Cuyinn, - * .

Orango-yellow, varied above with Dlack 3 head, ohin, and front
of the throat bluck 3 nape with a chestunt band,

Lo Cap-noir, Bufon, ®a. 19, R 165.5 PL Enl, 378, fig. mal, . -
—Oriolus textor, 4ud—Ploceus textor,®Cur. Reg. An—
Ploceus textor, Zool. Niust, 24 serics, pl. 37.

Ix this species the undulation of the commissure of
the bill in this and all the insectivorous Weayers (for
most of these birds feed upon beetles as well as
seeds), scems analogous to th festooy in the bills of
the hawks, and factlitades both the breaking of seeds
and the crushing of hard beetles. The aberrant
type of Symplectes has nothing of this structure,
which, with the greater weakness and compression
of the bill, indicates a different sort of food. 1In
Ploceus the spurious quill is always developed, al-
though the two next are the longest. The present
species, in short, shows thé typical form P every
respect ; the claws gre broad and anych curved, and
the fateral toes equal. It appears common in Seng-
gal, but we have not seen the female,

Total length about 6} inches; bill from the gape,
o3 Wings, 344 ; tail beyond the wings, % ; from
the base, 2/ ; tarsis, 1% 3
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14 ROUND-WINGED WEAVER,
: I ' Plocevs brackyplerss, SWAIRS.
‘ PLATE X.

Alova olive 3 beneath yellow ; head and neck fulvous orange s
cye-stripe, ohip, and throat black; wings rounded, the
fourth quilk longest, v

We can find no figure by which this Weaver can
be identified with any species yet described. Tt
comes very near to the Malimbus migricollis of
Vieillot (Ois. Chant. pl. 45), but is entirely destitute
of the black eollar on the hinder part of the neck,
possessed by that bird.  And such is the confusion
that pervades the whole of the finches, even in the
best systems of the present day, that without a
species is posilively ﬁguréd, it is utterly impossible
to identify it, or ¢ven to know its modern genus,
This species, we must therefore consider not only
as new, but as highly interesting, inasmuch as it is
an aberzant example of the genus, uniting the clia-
racters of Ploceus and Symplectes. 1f we considered
duly the structure of the wings, which are rounfled,
and the inequality of the lateral toes, we should
place it with Symplectes ; but then the strong cylin-
drical and thick Lill, in nowise compressed, and the’
inflection of its margins which fwe also very slightly
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sinuated, accord with Ploceus, “and shows that the
nature of its food is more in unison with the latter
than with the former of these divisions. (e first
or spurious quill, also, is not nearly so much deve-
loped as in Symplectss, for it is little more than one-
third the length of the second; this latter, and the
third, are graduated, so that the fourth b'écome‘ﬂ t!:c
longest ; the tail is slightly rounded; and tfx'c inner
toe rather shorter than the outer. :

We fortunately possess both the sexes. Tn the
male the whole of ghe head, ears, and sides of the
neck, are of a deep yellowish buff, ex dull orange ;-
the chin and front of the neck being covered by n
black patch; the breast is deep yellow verging to
buff; the remaining under parts paler, but of a clear
yellow. TInhoth sexes there is a black stripe through
the eye, beginning’at the nostils and ending above
the ears; the uppep plamage, from the nape to the
tail, is yellow-olive ; lie wings and tail being inter-
nally light brown. The female differs in having
the head of the same colour as the haek, the under
parts entirely yellow, and the ears only tinged wish
buff'; bill hlack ; legs pale.

It may here be remarked that the genus Malim-
bues of Vieillot belongs to that of Ploceus, ag it now
stands ; we even suspeet it is the frue typical form,

Total length 6] ;*bill, (7 ; wingsr 3y ; tail be-
yond, 1% ; tarsus, T%g- -

-
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YELLOW-BODIED WEAVER.
. Spplectes chrysomus®, Swalss,

Alove darR Lrown ; beneath bright yellow 5 chin whitish §
B, +  Lill and Jegs pale.

Tuere are certain characters in this Weaver, which
separates it so much from any of its congeners, that
we cannot, for the present, asseciate it with any of
the genera cordained in the circle. These characters,
which we shali shortly state, certainly show a great
departure from those which belong more or lessto
the others; yet as its whole appearance is that of a
Plocens, we place it as the aberrant type, believing
that its natural station is between Ploceus and Es-
trelda. L 3

In its whole appearance, as regards the ‘size,
colonr, and the stoutness of the feet, the brendth and
great curvature of the claws, and the shortness and
cvenness of the tail,—our bird shews an unquestion-
able uffinity to the large race of Wenvers, forming
the restricted geénus Ploceus. This point being
admitted, we get the double affinities of Plogeus; for
that genus is 8o intimately connected with Euplectes,
that every Jink in the chain of connexion is §lled
up, and more than one Ploceus evinces o tendency

% A figure ot (his bird has been engraved for the new setic®
of % Tilastrations of Ornithiology,” Plate X, under the tithe of
L:“P"" avnthosnirus. . 3We haye received specimens from the
Caps of Goad 1ope, and also from Sierrs Leone —W. 3.
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to the structure of our prescht subject; distin-
guished, nevertheless, from all others by having the
spurions quill half as long as the second, whicn, with
the third, is graduated ; so that the fourth and fifth
‘quills are longest ; the*bill, moreover, is consider-
ably compressed and its commissure in no “wise
sinuated; lastly, the inner toe is shorter than:tlie
outer one. These characters are all of a“povitice
nature, and with the above considerations, leads to
the belief tha this is the aberrant type of the circle
of the Weavers.

The yellow-bodied Weaver is as lang, though not~
30 thick as our Hawfinch.. A full dark brown spreads
over all the upper plumage, including the wings,
 tail, sides of the head, ews, and neck; the chin is

dirty white, tinged with pale yellow, and mottled
with brown ; froni this to the under tail-covers, the
colour is o sich and full yellow, lrke that of the
Ovioles, xather deepec on the breast, and somewhnat
paler at the vent: the extreme edges of the quills
are whitish. »

The trae relations of this rare bird perplexed us
for near twelve years. We then had a specimen
sent from Southern Afrien, and *now. another has
come from Senegal. Futyre discoveries _will no
doubt establish its union with the sub-genus Fe-
trelda, between which at present sve know of no
positive link. The bill and foet are pale. o

Total length, 6} ; bill from the gape, % ; wings,
3% ; tarsus, % ; hind-toe ahd elawy vy 5 tail, he-
yond the wings, 17 ; from the base, 21. 2

.



BROAD-SHAFTED WHIDAM-FINCIL,
Vidza paradisea, Cuvikn,
PLATE X1,

Black 1 body bencatly, fulvons ; nape, sides of the throat and
_ breast, rufous-arange; two middle’ tail-feathers (in the
= annle), short, broad, and spatulate, terminating in lony fila-

Tiunts,
.

Enbieriza parsdisca, Linw, Auctorum.—Grande Veuve d*Angola,
Liawek, Jonl, 194 5 Fdwards, 86,—Whidali Buntling of au-
thars, Gen, Zool. 418. f

Op all the genera composing the family of Weavers,
this is the most striking. 1t is composed of very
small birds, mostly not larger than canaries. The
males, during the breeding season, are decorated
with exceedingly long tail-feathers, often four times
the length of the bird itzelf, and which, however
omamental, must, from their disproportionate size,
rather impede the action of flight. Little or no-
thing is known of the habits-and manners. of the
Whidah Finches in a state of nature, but they
liwve always becn fmong the most favourite core-
Lisds; and although not very frequent in the houses
and aviaries off this eountry, they are common in
those of France and dther parts of the continent.
Numbers of these, and of the: other pretty little
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Finches of the same country, ’nre_ imported into
France by the Senegal traders, and sold to the
marchants des oisecaua of Pari2 We were, indeed,
not a little surprised, during a residence in that city,
to find between a hundbed and fifty and+two hun-
dred of these inhabitants of the torrid zone ﬂ_y'"mg
and sporting about in a small dark dirty, rqom,
transformed into a sort of aviary, in one of the
meanest houses on the Quay Foltaire, two rooms
only of which were tenanted by a marcland des
oiseau—his birds liying in one, and himself and
family in the other. We have even:been assured
that these ingenious people, who are really pragtical
ornithologists, contrive to breed several of these
African natives in their dingy quarters.

The upper plumage of the species before us is
deep brownish-bladk, much pajer on the wings, and
even upon the lateral tail-feathers, The head, ears,
chin, and throat, are gnveloped in a hood of this
colour, which extends down, but narrows upen, the
middle of the breast. There is a bread collar on
the upper part of the neck, of a rich orange-rufous,
which unites with a deep tinge of the same colour
on the sides of the neck and breast ; and this, again,
fudes into a pale bufl on the |}01_1y, belly, and thighs,
leaving the under tail-covers, like the upper, black.
The four lateral taii-feathers on eacu side are gra-
duated, cach being about a quarter of an incl.
longer than the others; the two next, however, are
enormously long, often mensaring twelve inches
from the base, and about three-guarters of an inch
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wide ; they are pl:.iccd vertically, with theic outer
surface very convex: the two middle feathers, on
the eoVitrary, have only three inches of their shaft
very broadly webbed; it then ends in a slender
hair of about three inches’more. All the feathers
are’more or less vertical, so that the tuil is altogether
Kom-ghap%d. The bill is black, and the feet brown.
“ Total length, exclusive of the two pair of long
feathers, 57 inches; bill, 4% ; wings, 3; lateral

-tail-feathers, 2} ; tarsus, y;; hinder toe and claw
equal with the lateral ones ; hinder claw as long as

" its toe. - »

4+
» '
.
.

CRIMSON-GOLLARED WHIDAIL

Vidaa rubritorques, SwarNs.

Glasiy black ; a erimsdn edllar ronnd the front of the neck ;
xix'of the tail-feathiers very elongated.

More than fifteen years ago we saw a specimen of
this very lovely dpecies in a eollection of birds sent
from the interior of Southern Affica, nor did we
again meet with it until the Senegal specimen now
hefora us canse into our posséssion.” It scems to
“hawve been passed over as the Fidua Panayonsis of
the East Indies, from which however it differs in -
having a red gorget ¢n the npper part of the Lreast,

iustead of a spot cf red in the middle of the body ;
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- - l‘ . .
there is l_ikcmsc a material difference in the tail-
feathers.

The size is rather largor, but its general s( cture
precisely the same as the last: the bill, how ever, 18
more lengthened, and the feet, in Troportdon, much
larger, the toes and claws being particularly fonn
and slender; the hinder toe is conmlcn lglopee
than the lateral toes; while the middle toe 'n‘d
claw exceeds the length of the tarsus, whereas in
the last species they are of equal length. The bill
is large, more lengghened in proportion than that
of the last, and the upper’ mendible emore bent to- ™=
weards its tip, =o that the euter half of the cogumis-
sure is distinctly arched beyond the sinus in‘its
middle part. The tail is conspicuonsly forked, the
outer feather being five inches longer t}mn the
middle ; the mtermodlate onag gmduatcd at nearly
equal dxs!mxte Lroxxl the circanfitance of the
longer feathers bcm"-cﬂn(‘ll‘ey we conjecture that
thc tail in the living bird is boat-shaped, or latgrally
compressed, something in the same mwnner as that
of Vidua paradisea; yet as they are very flexibde,
we cannot decide on this point with any certainty.

The entire plumage, both above and below, is
deep nnd glossy black ; pales and inclining tg brown
on the wings, where the tertials lnve a pale fulvous
extemnal margin.  *The bright omnﬁe scarlet band
is situated across the upper purt of the breast, -
rather at the lower part of the throate

Total length, from the bill fo.the tip of the winge,
45 inches ; tail beyond, 6; bin, from the gape, &;
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wings, 3; hm:us,. 15 middle toe and claw, 1;
hinder ditto, 5.

Szt the above was written, T find a specimen
of this species among those collected in Southern
Africa by Mr. Burchell. * It is a'younger bird,
Eafing the tail-feathers shorter ; the greater covers
find lessék quills are also margined with fulvous-
white.

. RED-BILLED WHIDAIL
Vidsa erythronhymelng, SwAINS,
PLATE XII.*

- »
Bili red 2 plumage above Muek 1 spotfon the scapalars, esrs,
nuchal-collar, romp and under parts, white ; breast with a
blgek sput on cach side,

Emberiza vidus, Ziss. Auctorie.
L

Taenre seems to be considerable confusion between
three of the Whidah birds described by Linnwus as
distinet, species, under the names of E. eidya, prin-
cipaliz and serena. The two latter have a strong
resemblance to®the bird before fis, which seems the
£, vidua of Linnwus; but there is no published
evidence whatever to authorize our uniting all three
under one specific nafne. Autlors have omitted to
notiee the white nuchal-collar seen in our specimen,

»
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and also the black spot on the chin; this latter
character, however, does not exlst in another speci-

men we possess, of uncertain’ locality, but w}uch

in every other respect, minutely agrees with that
from Senegal. Are they varieties, or differént sexps,
or from different localities ?

The Red-billed Whidah, in size, is le.ss ﬂun&ho
V. paradizea, and is altogether an aberrant species
of this small group. The bill is shorter, thicker,
and broader at the top, so as to resemble that of the
succeeding genus, Amadina. The four middle tail- _
feathers are greatly elongated ; two agt conves, and
two (one within the otliet) are concave,—sosthat
when all four are closed, they form a sort of cylin-

“der; and but for their extremities, appear at first
sight to be all one. | The ordinary tail-feathers, four
on each side, are shghtl) rounded. The tertials, or
at least one of them, is ps long as the primaries.

In the adult, the general colour is deep glossy blue-
black ; this colour covers the crown and the back,
between which is a pure white collar§ the wings
and scapulars are the same ; the lower part of the
back and margin of the tail-covers are white. A
lnrge spot of pure white nearly spreads over all the
wing-covers. The ears, sides of the head, and all
the under parts are _pure white, but the black co-
loureof the back advances on the sxdes of the brcast,
50 as to form a half collar, open in front. The”
tail-feathers externally are bluck, btit internally,
white ; this latter colour'predomlgnhng on the outer-
most feathers. In the Senegal specunen, as before

YOL. VIL -
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remarked, there is a deep black spot on the chin,
not the least of which is seen in the other.

"lotal length, with'the middle tail-feathers, about
10 inches; without the long feathers, 43 ; wings, 2% ;
tail, without the middle-feathers, 2 ; tarsus, J.

LA )

YELLOW-BACKED }:V'IIIDAI!.

Vidua chrysonotus, Swarxs,

Velvet black; shoulder-covers and inter-scapulars, bright
yellow 3 secondary and tertial quills, with their covers uar
gined with W]li.ﬁbh.

o e i L 105 et e 08
TuERE seems to be no less than three distinct species
mixed up in the Synopsis of Birds, under the name
of Emberiza longicauda. This confusion was trans-
terred into succeeding compilations, until Dr. La-
tham in his last.work appears to have omitted the
whole.  'We should have supposed that our present
species, ‘and that figuted by Brown in hi® Illustra-
tions, pl. 11., had been the same, but he makes no
.Allusion to the yellow on the back ; and Dr. Riip-
Pell has assured us that a species quite agreeing
with this of Brown._is actually found in Abyssinia.
Both have yellow aving-covers ; but the distinction
of the species now before us résts on the back being

0
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vellow also ; we have thus felt obliged to substitute
the name of chrysonotus for that of chryseptera,
the latter being alike applicable to both ; the Em-
beriza longicauda of Linneus still remains a distinct
species. -
The structure of this bird shews that it is equally
aberrant with the last; the V. erythrorynchudféad
ing to Amadine, while this connects the group with
Fuplectes. The tail is remarkably broad, fan-shaped,
and flat, so that we suspect it assumes a boat-shaped
form when the bird'is alive. At all events, it is
clearly the rasorial type of the genus Vidua; while
in its lengthened bill, long slender toes, and in their
proportions, it perfectly resembles Euplectes.  The
tertials are very broad, and as long as the primaries ;
the under tail-covess also are remarkably long, ren-

_ dering it probable that <he tail is oftep eleyated, or

at least spread out. !

The general colour of the plumage is a full and
intense black, glossy, but without any reflections;
the feathers of the head and neck being very closely
set, although not short, and, as Brown well remarks,
inclining upwards. The upper part of the back is
covered by a maptle of beautiful clear and full
yellow, which extends to the shoulder-covers. The
wings are black; gll the feathers, excepting the
priniary and spurions quills being edged with brown;

. ish-white; in old birds, however, these edges be-

come so much obliterated, that scarccfy a remnant
of them remains. The under wizg-covers are nearly
white, and the fore edge of the shoulders yellow ;
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the Lill is deep black, except the edge and tip of
the under mandible, which is nearly white ; feet,
deep brown.

Total lgngth, 77 ; Vill, 3 from the gape; wings,
3y ; tail beyond, 3% ; from the base, 4} ; tarsus,
55 middle toe and elaw the same ; hind toe and
cla¥, 37 ; lateral toes much shorter than the hinder,
and equal ; spurious quill, §.

'C.\l’ﬁ, OR YELLOW-RUMPED WEAVER.

FEuploctes Caapensiz, SwAINS,
Al
Decp black 3 rump :qd wing-covers, brilliant yellow.

Loxia Capensis, Linn, Aucforum.—Te Pinson noire et jaune,
Bfim, PL Eal. 101, 1. adult—Grosbee tachetd du Cap de
B. E. Huffon, Pl. Exl. 659, 1, young,—Cape Grosbeak, La
theem, &e.

»

- Tue genus which ifimediately follows the Whidah

Finches is that "of Euplectes or the Weavers, so

called from the extraordinary skill with which they

fabricate their singular nests, which in some are
pendant, and it Sther species uhited together vader
ane common roofy 5o as to bear no small analogy to

a bee-hive. =Unfortunately, although we have ac-

counts, and even speciinens of many of the dwellings,

great uncertainty hangs over the precise species of
hird by which each is fabricated.
y A
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The bird before us is particularly striking in its
plumngc, and is one of the most typical of these in-
gemous architects, at least in its form ; for in its bill
it is almost an exact counterpart of the genus Coc-
coborus of the American continent. The Weatbrs,
however, are entirely restricted to the oid world®
they are known by their very small spurious qomll,
and by their large and long toes and claws; the
former, indeed, is generally so minute, that it can
scldom be detected wxﬁxout very close examination,
while the great length of the toes and glaws (besides ®
typifying the great footed, rasorial types), probably
enables them to be employed by the bird in bmldmrr

In the adult bird the feathers of the head 'md
neck are so closely set, and so intensely black, as
to resemble the richest velvet; the same rich black
uniformly spreads over nll those partsswhich are not
vellow, but in young, birds the upper plumage is
light brown, with a black stripe down each !'eather,
we suspect that the full plamage is not acqmred
even after the first moult ; for although the bird js
common to Senegal and other parts of Africa, the
specimens usually seen are in infmature plumage.
The wings reach only to half the length of the tail,
which i% slightly rounded, “and has the feathers
broad and truncate; the tertiald are lengthened
as long as the primarics, the four or five first of
which are nearly of equal length ; these and
scapulars are edged with brown., The hinder toe,
with its clay, is considerably loffger than the lateral
ones ; and the middle is equal to the tarsus, although

L]
v
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the latter appear so much lengthened. Authors
mention that this species is found also on the Coro-
mandel coast, but this locality wants confirmation.
The yellow upon the back does not spread over
theoupper tail-covers, while that on the wings oc-
dapies the shoulder and the lesser covers above and
bendaddl ; this tint is remarkably pure and brillianc.
Total length, 57 ; Vill, from the gape, y%; from
the front, the same ; wings, 3% ; tarsus nearly ] ;
tail, from the base, 21%.

’

BLACK-BELLIED WEAVER.

Eaplecies melanogalttor, SWAINS.

Pare yellow 3 back, wings, and tail, brown ; ears, chin, throat,
. and middle of the body beneatl, velvet biack,

Black-bellied Grossbeak, Browa's fius. P 24, ?.,—!.oxl? me-
1anogaster, Latham, Ind. Orn.'t. 395, —DBlack-Lellied Gross-
beak of suthors.

Tue only figure which exists of this rare and highly
elegant species is that given in the * Illustration”
of Brown, where"it was first deseribed, and whose
imperfect account has been copied by subsequent
writers. We take the following description from
a specimen sent from Senegal, thus fixing the
locality of the species, and arranging it for the first
time in its natural genus.
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Notwithstanding the difference of its colour, this
species has a close affinity to E. ignicolor, having
not only the same structure, but even the covers
so long as to reach balf the length of the tail-
feathers. .

The genersl ground colour of the plumage 35
pale yellow, similar to that of the canary, si-aecp
black velvety patch envelopes the ear, sides of the
head, chin, and front of the throat; the breast and
its sides are pale yellow, having a slight tinge of
rufous in the middlc. The middle of the body and ,_
flanks beneath are covered by another patch of
black, which is pointed tuwards the breast, almost
dividing it into two portions, yet without touching
the black on the throat; the thighs and under-
covers are yellow. Wings and tail, brown, with
pale edges; the latter short and even. The inter-
scapulars are pale yelloy, varied with some brown
stripes; bill, black ; legs, pale.

Brown, who seems to bhave observed this bind
alive in confinement, observes, that  in winter its
plumage changes to a light brown.”

Total length, 4} inches ; bill, § ; wings, 247% ; tail
beyond, 1; ditto from the base, 1} ; tarsus, }3.
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‘) ’
“  SHORT-TAILED CRIMSON WEAVER.

> o
g Eliplectes ignicolor, SWAINS.
Vermilion ; fore part of the head, ears and body heneath

velvet Llack ; wings light brown 3 tail very short, almost
concealed by the lengthened covers, o
Ll

»

Fringilik ignicolor, Vieill, Ois. Chant., P1. 59.

A yiore splendid little bird than this, having but
two rich colours on its plumage, cannot be conceived.
The red is of the clearest and brightest vermilion,
while the texture of the feathers, and their intense
Black, makes, them’to imitate the richest velvet.
M. Vieillot, in whose costly work above cited there
is an accurate although not elegant figure, describes
it as o new species inhabiting Senegal ; and as a
f}nc gpecimen is in our musenm, We here introduce
it in our volume, although it was not received
through the same channel as the majority of the
speciea here described. We of course adopt the
origindl specific namé, a plan we alwags pursuc,
except when fhere exists a dgeided objection, M.
. Vieillot mentions that, although a native of the
tropics, it bears the temperature of the French cli-
mate very well. We can feel no surprise at this,
after the fact mertioned at page 162 ; our only a8~
tonishment is, that so few of {hese beautiful African

v
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ﬁnches are to be found alive in the possession of the
lovers of birds in this country. We might surely
preserve, and even rear them much better than
the poor marchands des,oiscanz of the dirty gnm-ts
in Paris.

This is one out of three, if not fowr dnstm:t
species, confounded in our systems under th&dora-
mon name of grenadier-grosheak, or the Loxia orye
of the Linnwan ornithologists.

The structure of the present specics differs in
some respects from®he last ; its ball i is shaped mores
like that of a Fidua, bexng somewhat lengthened ;
the culmen more curved than the gonysx, anfl the
commissure sinuated. This at once points out the
intimate connexion of these two genera; while, by
the feet, wings, and tail, it is brought close to E.
Capensis. The black of the Wnder pyrts commences
at the breast and terminates at the belly, leaving
the thighs and under "tail-covers, which are equally
long with the upper, of the same rich scarlet. * The
wings are brown, all the feathers bemg edged with
a lighter colowr. The first qmll is rather shorfer
than the second and third ; the jnner wing-covers
delicate light buff; and the legs very pale. Tail

brown, *very short and alfnost even; thé covers

reaching nearly to he tips. .
TPotal length, 4.} bill nearly § ; wings, 24 ; tar;
sus, 1.

YOL. Vil 8

(5
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CRIMSON-CROWNED WEAVER.

- e

Eyplectes flammic:ps, SWARNs.
PLATE XL

Crimson 3 ears, sides of the head, Jhin and body beneath,
velvot-blach 3 crown, red § wings and tail, blackish.

W tan find no account of this rare and apparently
new species, It is almost as beautiful as the last,
and long has been in our museum as a reputed native
of Senegal. We have no doubt of such being the
fact, because the skin is prepared in precisely the
same manner (which is altogethér peculiar) as those
we have recently received from that country.

A glance at the specific deseription will at once
show in what manner this species differs from E.
ignicolor, although both are coloured with the same
tints.  The black: on the sides of the head and ears
does not, as on the Jast, extend to the front, but
envelopes the chin; this latter part in E. ignicolor
being scarlet. Bhe wings als~, and their covers,
both above and beneath, are entirely black ; while
the tail, which is nearly even, is also black and is
fully one inch longer than the covers. In both
species the black o the under parts of the body are
the same, but the thighs and the basal half of the



'

CRIMSON-CROWNED \4EAVER, 187
under tail-covers.in the bird before us are buff:
the terminal or longest tail-covers being nearly
white,

M. Vieillot having very well figured and deseribed
another of these splendid scarlet and black Weavtrs,
under the specific name of oryr, we prépose re=
taining the oldgname to that species. We may
therefore consider it as the Fuplectes orya, while
the following specific character will distinguish it
from the two preceding.

¢

GRENADIER WEAVER.
- »
v
o ZLuplectes Brgr, SWarss., ©
e -

Crimson ; erown, ohin, card and body beneath, black ; wings
and tail brown; the latter not concealed by the covess,

Loxia oryx, Vieill, Olz. Chast, PL (;6. s
Tag dimensions of our E. flammicaps ave as follows :
—Total length, 47 inches; bill i from the gape;
wings, 23 ; tarsus, Y ; tail from the base, 2; be-
yond the wings, 1.

9
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CRIMSON-BILLED WEAVER,
°

P

Finplectes sanguivivastriz, Swgiss,

" Above light brown striped with black s erown and body le-
neath ferruginous ; frontal band, cars and chin black 5

bill erimson. .
>

Loxia na‘wnimnxhu. Linn.—Moineau & bee rouge di Sene-
galy, Pl Ewl. 183, fig. pessifia—Moincau du Sencgal, P2
Fal 228, 1. 1, adult, —lilu'k faced Buntling and Red-billed
Grosbeak of authors—Le Dioch, Viaill. Ois. Chant. pl. 22,
male ; 23, female,

Tae bright blood-red colour of tlie bill in this pretty
bird will «heungmsh it at first sight.from all the
species of Weavers with which we are at present
acquainted ; while its very large feet, and high
elongate-conic Lill, shews it to bc a true gpecies of
the genus Fuplectes.

So little dependence can be placed upon the
accuracy of the old ornithologists, more cspecially
in this extensive family, that they have actually
describéd this bird under two different genem n

" convincing prosf *that the bill slone is quite inguffi-
gient to characterize the natural groups of Frin-

The Crimso?t-'billcd-Wcmcr is one of those specics

which are reared by the Parisian dealers with per-
fect case, M. Vieillot mentlons his having pos-
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sessed many individuals, and he gives some interest-
ing accounts of its manners, which we regret our
space will not permit us to transcribe,

In advanced age, or perhaps when in the highest
plumage, the males sometimes assume a richneas of
colouring far more beautiful than whatethe gene-
rality possess. . M. Vieillot has figured 'ﬁxgo of
these under the name of Ls Dioch, from the rose
colour which supplants the ordinary tint on the
crown, throat and under plumage. In every thing
else, he observes, the two are pmisc ly alike. ¢

Authors assert that this species varies consider-
ably, but they do not appear to be aware thdt ¢his
variation, with the above exception, is merely caused
by the moulting of the young males, which, like
nearly all other hinds, ave first like the females. The
figures of M. Vieillot are fertainly the best, but
neither are very mccurate, for the tails of all are
represented.as forked, instead of being even; the
feathers. however, are nevertheless dxvanmtetf that
is, the two middle are very shghtly shorter than the
others. A truly forked tail is entirely unknown in
this sub-family.

Total lenyth about 44 mches bill, from the
gape, % ; wings, 21 ; tail Be_)oud, 15 tafsus, v ;
}und toe and claw ghe same. .is
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RED-BREASTED BENGALY.
Estrelda sanguinclenta, SWAINE.
Abavelaht brown 3 Leneath varied with yellow and orange 3
flanks with transverse hrown lines 5 eye-brows and upper

tall-covers crimson, !

Fringilla sanguinolenta, P Co, Pl 221, fig, 2,

_ Tie remaining species of weavers belong to a group

which we have reparated from the former, on ac-
connteof their much smaller feet and shorter hill,
the upper mandible of which is much broader at
the top than it is high on the sides. This structure
we consider a modification of the depressed, or fissi-
rostral form ; althougl the bill, when the mandiblés
are cloged, B conic. Nov: this character of
the breadth of the upper mandible is precisely what
we fiad in the genus Coccothraustes, which is the
fissirostral genus in the adjoining circle of hard-

bilis, but which has not the spurious quill of the

true weavers seen in the present group.

The great number of species composing this
division, naturally leads us to expect many slight
varintions in strugture; and sugh there are, Of
thcse divisions, or subgcncm, Estrelda appears to be
one, and the birds composing it are typically known
by their more iengthened and graduated tails, and
more elongate conic bills. These birds, as shewing
an affinity to the whidahs, and particularly to 7.
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erythyoryncus, will first claim our attention. The
French call them Senegals, Lecanse so many come
from that country in the way of commerce; they
are, however, dispersed over South Africa, India,
and even New Holland. *

The beautiful little species before us geem;an?t f
uncommon in that part of Senegal which lies near
the great river Gambia. It does not appear, how-
ever, in the work of Vieillot, and is only indif-
ferently figured in the Planches Colores, It is
among the most diminutive species, mmeasuring only
about three inches and a quarter. Tt is not a_very
typical species, inasmuch as the tail is short, and
only the two lateral feathers on ecach side are ab-
breviated or rounded; the three anterior claws are
small, but the hinder is nearly double their length,
and all are vary slender*and but little® curved.

The colour of the wfper parts, wings, and sides
of the neck atd body, is light brown ; over the eye,
and before it, a ecrimson stripe; the rump and
upper tail-covers ar¢ also crimson.  The undes
parts, from the chin to the tail-covers, straw-yellow,
which colour forms short transversé®lateral hands on
the brown of thie sides of the preast, body and flanks.
This yelfow deepens into rich orange-red in the
middle of the breasty body, and all beyond. Tail,
blackish ; the two lateral feathers on each side are®
edged with white and rounded, the rest even 3 bill,
pale, the top and base blackish® feet, pale.

Total length, 31 ; wings, 1% ; Dill, Yo 5 tarsus, 14

. tail, 11‘3 (base)
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~ . CRIMSON.EARED BENGALY.
® .
Edrelia phanicotis, SWALNS,
PLATE XIV.

*" Grey-brown bepeath ; tail bluo mr:, in the male, ﬂ’lm

Fungilla Benghalus, Lisn, i. 523, male—Tringilla Bengalus,
Vieill. Ency. Meth. 987, 129 —Le Bengali, Buffom, Pl Exl.
115, 1, fig. pesima—Blue-bellicd Finch, Edwands, 131,
fomnle ; Latham, &c.—Le mareposs, Viel. Ois. Chant, P1. 5.

Tue most remarkalle peculiarity in. this elegant

little bird, arfl that which Tmmediately strikes the

observer, is the deep red spot upon the ears of the
male. We propose, therefore, to name it from this
circumstance, seeing that the former appellation of

Renghalus is in violation of that rule of systematic

nomenclature which interdicts all specific names

taken from barbarous words. Whether Linnaeus
intended to imply that this bird inhabited Bengal,
or Benghaly, a name no longer found in the modern
geography, is’ :;ltoéether undertain ; but ag the
*French have long applied it to the entire group, it
cannot be refained as distinctive of any particular
species, A8 '
The form is altogether typizal of this section or
type of the genus: the-bill is ler:gthencd, conic, and
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the tail is long, slender, and 'p;mduntcd; the wings
only reaching to the ends of the under tail-covers.
There is a peculiarity, however, in the wing-feathers ;
the first quill is minute and spurious, but the second
* is fglly two-tenths of an inch shorter than the third,
and is considerably narrowed at its end, kke mavy
of the representatives of the rasorial type.®=“The
feet are stronger than in the last; the claws broader
and more curved, and the hinder one shorter, =o
that it is not equal to its toe.

The colouring i® very delicate; a light greyish-,
brown spreads over all lhc upper «parts, excepting
the tail and its covers;”these parts, togother*with
all the under plumage (the middle of the body
being alone white), are of a sky or verditer-blue ;
the ears of the male have a deep purplish red spot,
which is “anung in thq femal® ; the bill in the live
“‘bird, as Edwards says, js of a ¢ dlrtv flesh colour:;”
but in our dried spedimens, it is dlacolourcd with
blackish ; legs, whitish. All the tail-feathers are
graduated, with about a tenth of an Inch between
each. Edwards' figure of the female is very gooll.
The Portuguese import i, with many others, from
Aheir settlements on the Afiican coast, and call it
Azulingg or the Blue-bird. * b

o

VoL, VIL T
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"
Etrelda moanogaster, SWAINS,

Delicate cinercous ; belly and tail, black 1 lower part of the
back, ramp and upper ‘tail-covers, dnk crlmoon Jower tail-

o covers black.
Tais delicate 'm(l very r’mspecnes geems to be en-
tively undeseribed ; the only specimen, indeed, we
have even seen, is one in our museum supposed to
have come from this part of Africa; a supposition
lughly probable; from its near zesemblance to the
species next dgscribed. .

The Black-hellied Bmgaly i« dne of the very least
of its species, measuring only two inches and a
quarter from the base of the tail to the tip of the
lnll The tail, however, which is long, makes the
bird appear larger, so that its total length is rather
more than foyr inches, The general colour of the
whole plumage is nearly of a unifoim cinereous,
without any mixture of brown, and scarcely paler on
the throat and breast; on the under part of the
_body, however, this colour gradually changes into
deep black, which spreads over the belly, vent,
under tail-covers, and to the tail itself ; when this
black begins on the under plumage, deep red com-
mences on the upper, which extends to the su-

a



. - . ves
BLACK-BELLIED BE¥GALY. 195

perior tail-covers. The wings are like the back,
but the tail-feathers, all of which are graduated, are
deep black. The quills are similar to those of the
Iast species, but the second is not narrowed ; claws,
broad and well curved ; legs and bill pale ; the lftter
dﬂ'l'k at its ﬁp. * . e
Total length, 4} ; bill, from the gape, % ; Wit
Y5 5 tail l)f;oﬁ(ﬁ* 175; ditto, froxglflpthe{ Bbase,ngs,;
tarsus, 1.

‘ .
. ©

CINEREOUS BENGALY.
Estreifla carulescens, SWAINS,
-

~ . v .

TDelicate cinercons: thront,paler; belly and flanks darkest,
with a foew snowy spots: ruinp, tail-covers above and ho-
neatly, and ofsrging of the tail-feathers erimsan,

Le Bengali grinblew, Vieill Ofs. Chant., PL B.—:
cmrulescens, Vieidll, Ency. Meth, 986, 119, e

M. Vigmror, whose work upon the inter-tropical
finches is in many respects highly valuable, was the
first to deseribe and figure this lovely little bird ;
he has, however, overlooked the delicate snow-like
spots on the flanks, and by an error in ‘his specific,
character, the Zill, instead of the tn;'l, is deseribed
asred® ; the former, in several specimens that have
* Uropy, B | “of
B ool b i
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come under our examination, and as represented in
M. Vieillot's former work, being decidedly black.
In gencral size, this is not much larger than the
bhack-bellied Bengaly, and like that has the typical
stricture of the bill and wings; the tail however
i¥" much shorter, and has only the two or three
Jateral feathers on each side rounded ; the feet are
rather larger and the claws well curved ; the bill is
also more lengthened. A delicate slate coloured
cinereous tint, inclining to bluish, spreads over all the
“pper parts excepting the rump;tail-covers and tail,
—all of which dte of a righ, crimson ; the quills are
light brown, and the iuner web df the tail-feathers
Wackish. Through the eye is a decp and narrow
stripe of velvet black. The slate colour of the upper
part of the head and neck is gradually diluted
nearly to whise upon' the chin, throat, and breast,
when it again begins to be darkér, so that the lower
part of the body, the belly, ‘and the flanks, are as
durlé as the back; on the flanks are about £ix or
séven round silvery white spots on each side;; while
the under tail-covers ure of the same rich enmson a5
the upper.  The feet are dark brown and the bill
almost black. The wings are shorterthan the tail-
covers.” 8 v
‘otal length, 8% inches; bijl 4! from the gape;
swings, 2 tail beyond, hardly 1 ; from the basé 11 ;
tarsus, 4 ; hind-toe and claw, 1.

¢
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o o
Amadina fasciala, SWAINS. - )
PLATE XV.

Pule testacoous, with transverse angulated stripes 3 middle of
thie body cinereons 3 “belly white ; a crimsan bar across thee,

chin and cars, . B
LR

- »
Toxia fasciata, Gmelin, Latham, &o.—Fasciated Gros-beak,
Hrown's Nlus,, Pl. 27.—Le Toxia Faseide, Vieesil, Ois. Chant.,

PL 58, p. 80, fig. opt.

W now come to another division of the genus
Amadina, where the Bill assumes the typical cha-
racter of the whole grdup; that is, it is short, yet
remarkably “broad in proportion to the heighth
of the upper mandible; the tail also is short.
The feet, however, still retain the structure of the
last group, for the hinder-toe and its claw are
shorter than the tarsus. The most perfect example
we havg yet ‘seen of this modification is the beau-
tiful Amadina Lathami of New Holland. Yet
the yone now befdre us is also ‘astypical species.
Nearly all these small footed species are found in
Africa and New Holland, while the great footed
Bengaly (representing,, or perbaps uniting to, Eu-
plectes ), are chiefly inhabitanfs of tropical Asia.
This elegant bird is about the size of a canary. The
»
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ground eclour of the plumage, both above and be-
neath, is of a delicate fawn or isabella colour,
prettily variegated with short angulated transverse
lines, of which one or sometimes two are at the
tipwof each feather; these lines ave close and broad
wpon thehead, and partly obliterated in the middle
of tite back, and are few and wide asunder on the
flanks ; the wing-covers and the tertials are marked
in the same manner, but the primaries and second-
aries are brown, simply edged with fawn ; the chin
ound beginning of the neck is ftearly white, crossed
by a bright red bar, which also covers the ears; the
rast*of the throat is plain fawn, which colour is
continued on the flanks and under wing-covers.
The middle of the breast is marked by several large
white spots, almost round and partly encireled with
hlack,—then gomes & patch, of deep cinnamon, ana-
logous to that in the partridge, und below this spot
the middle of the belly becomes white. The tail is
roursled ; all the lateral feathers are blackish brown,
with clear white tips ; the middle pair alone being
of the same colour as the wings. DBill and feet
whitish, = ;
In regard to the form, we may obsérve, that the
first perfect quill is the longest ; the hind-toe and
claw is shorteg than the latetal ones, and not so
long as the tarsus ; the claws are curved and rither
hroad.
Total lengtii, 5 inghes ; bill from the gape, % ;
wings, 27 . tail, J f;; tarsus, 4 ; hind-toe and
claw, . z

-
-
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Amadisa nitenz, SWAINS.

Entirely glossy blne-black ; inner wing-covers wile: the Ll
and logs, pale flesh colour flantks with & concenled white

spot. 5
Fringilla nitons, Zinn, Vieill»Taey. Meth, p 035 —Moiuean
du Brazil, Hugfon, L. Eal. 261, 1 and %L Maincas
Cambnjou, Vieild, Ois, Ohant. pL 21, Kney. 3lctk, p. .)56
Tan numerous vessels which trade with the nntives
nt Western Africa® annually jmport, not only to
Europe, but to her Ameriean colowies, a grent
number of the small singing birds of this tribe,
which are often to be met with in the houses of
the maritime ports of South America ; from whence,
again, it frequently happens tlxey are transported to
Burope. It was probably owing to this well known
fact, that Buﬁ'on first described the bird before us
as a native oy America, and the error was perpe-
tuated in bl succeeding systems, until pointed out
by Vlelllot who does not appear,” however, to bie

aware of the manner in which it originated.  We

know, from personal observation, that the Portu-
guese colonists are very fond of these Tittle African
birds ; for they may bg very frequently seen exposed
for sale at the different ports of South America.

. .

.



-

:
200 GLOSSY BLACK DENGALY.
Another circumstance has also conspired to involve
this particular species in error. There actually
exists in Brazil a small finch of the same size and
of the same glossy blacknaess, but without the pale
bill and fect of Amadina nitens. The little atten-
4ion that even our modern ornithologists have yet
bestdwed upon this family, has led them to think
these two black finches were mere varieties. The
American Bird, however, is a Tiaris®, and has no
spuﬁous.quill-fcathers. The African species, on

.the contrary, possesses this character so peculiar to

the family of weavers.

Having now cleared the scientific history of this
little Bengaly from the errors of compilers, it is
only necessary to add a few words on its peculiari-
ties.. It is the longest winged species we yet know
of ; this, witly its glossy plumage, sufficiently shows
its analogy to the swallows, or the tribe which
Amadina represents in the circle of the Plociana.
"The- hind-toe and its claw are manifestly shorter
than the tarsus; which character, with its even tail,
renders it a perfect exumplc of the sub-genus Ama-
dina. 'The spurious quxll is very minute, and the
white spot on the flanks is only seen’on raising the
feathers. The quills dnd tail are dull black.

Total length, 4;; bill small, mngs, 2l ;

_tail beyond, 4; from the base, 145 tarsus, 2.

* Tiaris nitens, Swains. (Fringilla splendens, Vieill, Exey,
Metk, 981 )

-
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Spermestes cucnllata, SWAINS.

.

Above testaccous brown; benenth whites head, throat,
shoulder-covers, and ddes of the body glasy dark brown,
bronzed with purplish 3 flanks, ramp, and dpper tall-covers
whitish banded witl.x browm

Tn1s diminutive songster is perhaps the smallest of
its race, for it only measures three, inches and a
quarter in extremes length. It seems to be altoge-
ther new, and as we have seeh but tyo specimens,
is probably o rare birde It is also interesting, as
showing the characters of a connecting type between
the shorter footed division last exemplified and that
more peculior to India, where the feet are very
large. Our present species certainly belongs to this
Iatter group, for the hind-toe and claw, as in
Euplectes, is As long as the tarsus, and the upper
mandiblé is higher, and theréfore thicker than the
\mdeg. This great-fsoted division,ein short, has the
feet of Euplectes, with the short, thick, and remark-
ably broad bill of smadina ; and having separated
these groups as distinet types, we Bave no other
alternative than to onn;ue this p although we are
more inclined to consider Estrelda as a sub-genus
YOL. VII, o U

-
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cemposed of five divisions ow types of furm®, than
to call these latter sub-gencra.

On comparing the structure of this bird with the
Just, we find that the base'of the under mandible is
thitker than that of the upper, and that the hind-
e is af long as the tarsus.  We have been told
that most of these little Bengalies feed upon the
Hard seeds of the African millet, and some other of
the tall grasses, or rather reeds, so common in the
swamps of that country ; this fact is in unison with

“the hardness, of their bill, while the structure of
their large slerifler feet gad claws is precisely that
iost adapted to secure a hold or footing on smooth
and upright stems.

Upper plumage, light sepia or greyish-brown.
The "whole of the head and ifeck, as far as the
hreast, is of msdeep brown, almost black, over which
18 o ploss of lilae-bronze.  There are also two other
dark bronzed patches, one on the «ide of the breast
and ‘the other upon the shoulder-covers; but these
have green reflections. The wings are the same as
the back, the cdges of the quills being whitish,
assuming the np}ieamnce of half broken lines;
lower part of the hack, wpper tail-Covers, flanks,
and thighs, are crosséd by numerows broten lines,
wpon & whitisk ground. All he under parts are

* In this caso Amading, being one of these five divisions,
it be cancelles], and the species placed under Eatrelda, the
eliametors of which musbbo so altered as to embrnoe those of
ity five Lypos, namely, BEuirelda (18 here restricted), Amadin,
Spermestes, Pyfilia, and Ergthura; 11 which will be charac-
terizid in the forthooming volumes of the Cabinet Oyclopedia.
’ -
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pure white; the under tail-covers have a few lunu-
late lines. Tail black, very short and rounded;
bill and feet, black.

Total length, 3} ; bilk y5; wings, 1,5 tail be-
yond, yi; tarsus,’y%; hind-toe and claw the same.

RED WINGED BENGALY.
Pytilia phanigoptere, Swanis,
~
.
PLATE XYL

Cinereouss body beneath, transversely and Iaterally Tianded
with wh_ltish; rum)? and margins of the wing and tail-
covers crimsos. ke % o

Tug region whose orptthology we are mow iflus-

trating, has Furnished us with what we at present

consider as four of the types of Amgadina. “The
first is represented by the little Estrelde, with long
or at least cuneated tails; the second is exemplified
by the great billed Amadina faseiata, where the
tail is alyays’short, and the tarsus longer than the
hind-toe. The third or great footed division is
sliewn in our Spermesics cucullute, and for the
fourth we addte, as an example, the bird before,
us.  What we consider as the fifth type, belongs to

India; it has a long pointed tsil, and is represented

ly the Fringilla sphecura of Yemminck, a name

which neither its generic or specific sense can be
| '
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. retained ; the latter should .be obviously written
sphenura®.

Nearly all the types which represent the order of
waders have the bill much, more lengthened than
an® of their immediate congeners. We see this
*pughdut all the larger groups of nature, whether
in qundrupeds or birds, fishes or insefts. We may
even trace it in the present sub-family, in the genus
Can'luelu, and we find this same character in the
t)pe before us, (hqtmgulqhed as it is by ha\'mg Q
more lengtheped bill than is t6 be found in any of
the divisions jlist named It m separated fron:
Fstrelda by its short tail, fnd from Amadina by its
lengthened bill. A second example is that lovely
bird the Fringilia elegans of authors. Both these,
in addition to the abpve characttrs, have the second
quill shortened, and consplchously narsowed towards
the end; the feet are sm#]l, and the tail almost
even; the bill, as before observed, 1% shaped like
that of Euplectes.

o Of this beautiful and entirely new species we
lmw never seen more than one specimen, The
upper parts are Yight grey or cinercous, inclining to
brown ; but all the feaghers of the wing, fccpt the
scapulars, are deeply margined with rich searlet.
The throat and*bfeast are like tife back, but migutely
ofteckled with whitish; the remaining under parts
are nearly whige, with transverse cinereous bands on

the sides of the body and belly, which bands become

* Thin Is the Erpt&um riridiz of our “ Treatise on Orni-
thology."
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spots on the under tail-coy ers. Tail, blackish ; the
feathers margined with erimson ; rump and upper *
covers cnurcly crimson. .

Total ]engtl: 4 inches; bill, %53 wings, 2454
tail beyond, 1% ; from’ the base, 1y%; m
hind-toe and claw, % ; middle ditto, } 3. .

With this bird we terminate the series of the
Plocianm or weavers; the few other finches we
shall now deseribes belong to the bull-finches, P
ruline, and the sparrows or true éinches ( Frmyd‘
finz), o .
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}'ELLO\\'-RU MPED BULL-FINCIL

Crithagra chrysopyoa,
PLATE XVIL

<Dlive-grey 1 rump, front, eyo-stripe,sand under plamnge,
yellow 5 tail slvd, tipt with “hitc

Tagr little bird we now (hstmgmsh, for the first
fime by the above name, is the only species we
have yet received from Senegal bhelonging to the
family of Bull-finches ; this division of the finch
family, asg a whole, is d.lstmgmshed fram all others
by a short and strong bill, cuyved above, and more
or less swollen or inflated on the sides’; the under
mandible is generally stronger or thicker than the
upper, which, with the arched commissure, forcibly
reminds us of the bill of the parrots. Our own
beautiful native species exhibits these peculiarities
very strongly, and will give the studenf a very good
idea of the whole group.

But as the Balifinclies pass dnsensibly mto'tho
haw-finches, so there must be one part of the series
where the charpeters of both are so blended, that
it will be difficult to saw, looking merely to a single .
species, which are tife most predominant ; whether,
in other words, our bird belongs to one or to the
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other  Geographie distribution and a knowledge of
sther species then comes to our aid, and in most
eases enables us to decide, with tolerable accuracy,
the affinities of such intermediate forms., Of this
character is the present bird : it certainly beldhgs'
to the genus Crithagra, which seems the ffrst of #he
Bull-finches, after leaving the linnets.  This genus
is abundamnt in Africa, where on the other hand the
linnets, so far as we know, are not to he found.
Upon the juxta-position of these two genera do we
account for their vety great resemblance. y

Size of the red-pole lipnet, upfier plumnage, in-
cluding the crowny ears, wings, and tai l..-olire-‘-grc-.z-,
with a dark stripe down each feather ; a broad stripe
of bright yellow is above each eye; which meet on
the front ; and there is another helow the ear-fea-
thers, which leaves a maxillary dark siripe bordering
on the chin ; the vpper tail-covers, and the whole
of the underplumage, from the chin to the vent, is
of the same clear and full yellow. The wings and
the tail are darker than the back; the lesser and
greater covers have each an obsolete band of yellow
at their tips ; while the tail, which is divaricated,
is distinctly fipt with white.  Bill and legs pale.

In structure, the first quill is hardly shorter than
the gecond and thivd, which are’the longest ; the
tarsus is not longer than the hind-toe; the clayvs
slender, and the bill very little swelled.

Total length, 45 ;. bill, ¢5; wings, 28,5 tuil
beyond; & ; from the base, 2; trsus, &.
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GREY-HEADED SPARROW,

Pyrgita simplex, SWAING,

Head nnd neek grey s plumage abpve rufons; boneath whitish
wings and tail brown,

*I'ng only true Sparrow we have yet received fron
Senggul has bedn founds by Dr. Riippell in Abys-
snia, and is that which he informs us has been
described by Professor Lichtenstein under the name
of Fringilla simplex; he also informs us that the
two sexes are alwayg.alike, but for this assurance
we were certainly disposed to consider our hird ac
the female of the crescent sfafrow, Pyryita arcuatd,
figuged on the PL Eal. 230. ¥

There is not|the slightest difference; in point of
séructure, between this species and our own do-
mestic sparrow ; even their size are as nearly equa’
ns possible. In' both species the tail, asin all the
true figches (Fringillina ), is moderately long and
divaricated ; the four first quills equal and longest ;
the lateral tods ‘of the smme Mngth, and thq tarsi

*elevated.

The colonrs are very simple; the head and neck
are uniform light gtey, becoming cream-coloured
white on the throat and breast, but there is a stripe
under the chin as pure as 1he.white of the body-



-

GREY-HEADED SPARROW. 200

The inter-scapulars or upper part of the back is
brown, tinged with rufous,—this latter colour be-
comes deeper and brighter on the rump and upper
tail-covers ; the wings and tail are brown, but the
cavers of the quills are rufous ; the under plumfige
from the breast is white; bill black ; legspale. # -

Total length, 6 inches; bill, 4% ; wings, 3; tail
beyond, 155 ; ditto, from the base, 2} ; tarsus, 5;;
hind-toe and claw, .

v .

CHESTNUT-CROWNED SAND-FINCHL

.‘grth’i.n superoiliosus, SWALSS.

Ablove brown ;. beneath white ; crown and nape rufous; on
each side of the throat a macular black 3 band over
the eye, and tips of the wing-covers, whitish ; tsil entirely
brown -

Ploceus superciliosus, Ruppell, Atlas, pl. 13,

I7 is ndt surprising, considering the confuséd state
this family was in some years agoy that the remark-
able bird we shall now deseribe, was placed in a,
genus to which it has no affinity. It must be ob-
served, however, that in the bill it certainly has a
resemblance to many of the Weavers, although in
all its other characters, as well as in its general
YOL. VIL . X
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aspect, it evidently belongs to the true Finches of
the sub-family Fringillina.

The structure of the wing in this bird is so en-
tirely different from all its congeners, that with
evlry wish to avoid a multiplicity of sub-genera, we

"@:¢m it "essential to add this to the number. Ac-

cording to our present views, it represents the
American sub-genus, Chondestes, on the African
continent ; a relation which we deem to be one of
analogy only, notwithstanding the close resemblance
between the,two types in all but their wings and
tail. The wingd, in fact, of Ayro‘philm, distinguish
it at first sight from every other Finch (Fringil-
finaz ) with which we are acquainted ; for the first
quill is so short as not to equal half the length of
that of the second.  The tail i% narrow and quite
even, while ia Chondestes it is broad.and rounded.
We should not have thought this was the species
figured in Dr. Riippell’'s Atlas, had hé not verbally
assured us it was, the tarsi being represented in his
ylate much longer than in our specimen.

Size of a sparrow. Ground colour of the upper
plumage light or drab brown; crown, mape, and
part of the, neck, above, chestnut rufous; ears
nearly the same, but not so bright, having the space
around and a°stripe over the ®ye cream colqured
white; on cach side of the neck is a black stripe
composed of trjangular spots, which commence under
the chin and extend as far as the breast; wings
blackish-brown, with pale edges; the lesser covers,
more especially, are broadly tipt with whitish; tail
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entirely of the same brown as the back, the tips
however are darker; all the remaining under plu-
mage is dirty white; bill and legs pale; lateral
claws even. ‘ ; N
Total length nearly 6 inches; bill from the

[ 5 wings, 375 ; tail beyond, 145 ; ditto, from tle
base, 2} ; tarsus, % ; middle toe and claw, % ;
hind ditto, ;5

-
4
- .

o>
YELLOW-BELLIED OR CAPE BUNTING.

Fringillaria Capensis, SWwAINS,
* . RLATE XVEOL  °©

11ead black, with seven white stripes ; plumage above vatied
withmfmumdgmy;bumth ight yellow ; chin, under
tail-covers, and tips of the lateral tail-feathers pure white.

Ortolan a ventre jaune du Cap. de Bonme Esperance, Zuffis.—
Emberyza Capensis, Pl Ewl. 664, fig. 2. Zatham.—Omit-
ting synonyms,—Emberyzs flavigaster, Ruppell, Atlas, pl. 25.
immatuse male, - ' B

TmsQis perhaps the most richly colcured species of
the whole genus of Buntings; a group which, with _
few exceptions, is more remarkable for its plain and
sombre cast of plumage, then almost any other
among the finches. - - :
There seems to be some confusion in our syste-

-
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aspect, it evidently belongs to the true Finches of
the sub-family Fringillina.

The structure of the wing in this bird is so en-
tirely different from all its congeners, that with
evéry wish to avoid a multiplicity of sub-genera, we
"@gm it 'essential to add this to the number. Ac-
cording to our present views, it represents the
American sub-genus, Chondestes, on the African
continent ; a relation which we deem to be one of
analogy only, notmthstandmg the close resemblance

“ between the.two types in all but their wings and
tail. The wingd, in fact, of Agrophilus, distinguish
it at first sight from every other Finch (Fringil-
fina ) with which we are acquainted ; for the first
quill is so short as not to equal half the length of
that of the second. A The tail i¥ narrow and quite
even, while ia Chondestes it is broad.and rounded.
We should not have thought this was the species
figured in Dr. Riippell's Atlas, had hé not vurbully
assured us it was, the tarsi being represunted in his
plate much longer than in our specimen.

Size of a sparrow. Ground colour of the upper
plumage light or drab brown ; crown, nape, and
part of the, neck, above, chestnut rufous s cars
nearly the same, but not so bright, having the space
around and a-stripe over the @ye cream colqured

+ white; on each side of the neck is a black stripe
vomposed of triangular spots, which commence under
the chin and extend as fay as the breast ; wings
blackish-brown, with pale edges; the lesser covers,
more especially, are broadly hpt with whitish; tail
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entirely of the same brown as the back, the tips
however are darker; ull the remaining under plu-
mage-is dirty white; bill and legs pale; lateral
claws even.

Total length nearly 6 mches bill from the gape,
a3 wings, 3¢5 ; tail beyond, 1y ; ditto, from tle-
base, 21 ; tarsus, {%; middle toe and claw, 4% ;
hind ditto, J'5

,
L -

YELLOW-BELLIED OR CAPE BUNTING,

Fringillaria Capersis, SWAINS,

2 r:m’f;g xviL  ©

Head Back, with soven white stripes; plamage above varied
with mafous and grey 3 beneath hight yellow ; ehin, under
tail-covers, and tips of the lateral tail-feathers pure white.

O e PL AL 00k 86,35 B o
ting synonyins.—Emberyza ﬂﬂ“m MJ”W:I‘LQ“-
immatuse male,

Tuss is perhaps the most richly coloured species of

the whole genus of Buntings ; a group which, with _

few cxcephm is more remarkable for its plain and
sombre cast of plumage, than almost any other
among the finches. =

There seems to be some confusion in our syste-
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matic works respecting the ariginal E. Capensis,
apparently originating in Dr. Latham placing under
the same name, what appears to be very different
birds. The original figure und description of Buf-
fon from which apparently the Doctor has drawn
aphis aclount, is sufficiently accurate to mark that
bird as the adult male; a specimen of which we
have examined, from the Cape. Another, here de-
scribed, was sent from Senegal, and this we consider
the female; we consequently reject all the other
<ynonyms that have been applied'to the E. Capensis,
both by Latham %nd by suhsequent writers.

*The adult male differs from that described be-
neath, by having the breast deep orange; the last
range of the lesser wing-covers and a half collar on
the nape, pure white ; the greatef covers black, tipt
also with white; there is more white also on the tail.

The colouring of our presgnt bird is singularly
varied ; the top and sides of the head ark covered by
alternate black and white stripes ; the former being
byoadest. The white stripes are thus disposed ; one
is on the centre of the crown, another springs from
the nostrils and passes over the eye, a third takes
its rise before the eye, and then passes’ under it, so
as to cross the ears; this again is followed by a
slender black stripe, below which there is a faprth
stripe of white which adjoins the white spot on the
chin, and the yellow on the throat. All these stripes
terminate equally at the back of the head, and are .
margined by a line 8f black. The ground colour of
the remaining upper plumage is light grey, tinged
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with reddish rufous; this lnttéfr colour, however, is
very strong on the middle of the scapular and inter-
scapular feathers, which have also a dark spot on
the centre. The wing-covers, primaries, and se-
condaries are dark brown, edged with very light
grey ; but the outer webs and tips of the tertials gre.
rufous brown, but not so red as the back. ‘the
three lateral tail-feathers on each side are more or
less white at the tips of their inner wehs, but the
ontermost one has the external web white, except
at its two ends. Theunder plumage is more simple. .
The tip of the chin and the under tail-covers are
pure white ; and she sidés’of the body buff-brown,
but from the chin to the vent, the whole plumage
is of a full, bright, and uniform yellow. Bill and
legs brown ; thighs nearly white.

Total length, 51 ; bill from the front, % ; wings,
2% ; tail from the base, 2} ; tarsus, 1.

WHITE-SPOTTED LARK,

“Certhilawda m'mn,'Swux«.

-

Abaye fawn or testnocons, spotted with white; beneath white ;
the Yreast spotted with black ; middle and external tail-
fenthers entirely testaccous 3 bill slender. »

Toe uniformity’ of colouring which "runs through
siearly the whole of the Lark ;'amily, is one out of
the numberless instances of that harmonious design
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which marks the visible creation. Continuaily
exposed by the nature of their haunts to the ob-
servation of birds of prey and other enemies, the
colouring of these birds has been assimilated so
nearly to that of the ground, that they can scarcely
be‘distinguished, even when close, by an ordinary
observer ; and however keen may be the sight of »
hawk, the plumage of the Lark is so exactly like
the carth upon which it moves, that although its
presence might be detected by watching, it would
snever attract a passing enemy.

The present species appears to be altogether new,
and is readily distinguisned by ¥#s spotted plumage,
when that of nearly all the other species is striped.
Although the bill is shorter and less curved than in
the typical Corthilaudzr, it has not the essential cha-
racters of the genus .1lauda as now restricted ; that
is, the first quill is spurious, but in Afauda it is the
longest ; while the slenderness and length of QW-
bill seems to point out this species as conncctant

_between Alaudaz and Certhilawda. i

The general tint of the upper plumage is of a very
light fawn or clay colour, with a darker shade down
the middle of each feather, more especially those on
the ercwn,—each of which, together with those on
the back and wing-covers is tipt with a roundish
pale spot, ulmost white; the colour of the quills is
precisely like that of the back,—the margins of the
primaries and- sccondaries having & rufous tinge,

* while the tertials gnd‘ scapulars are margined with
whitish ; the four middle tail-feathers and outer-
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mast, on each side, tire almost entirely pale fawn
tinged with rufous; the others being black, with a
rufous edge on that only which is next to the outer-
most ; round the ears there is a dark shade whjch
unites to a macular stripe, proceeding from the |
lower jaw, leaving the middle part of the ears °
nearly white ; the under plumage, from the chin to
the vent, is white, broken only by a number of
black spots, nearly round, across the bregst; these
spots are placed only on the tip of the feathers ; hill |
and legs pale. g 4 !

Total length, G inches ; bill from the gape, 1% =
wings, 4 ; tail beyond, % ; from the base, 2} ; tar-
sus, 1% ; hind-claw, §, in a straight line.

> -

YELLOW-BELLIED, OR SENEGAL LONG-CLAW.

Macrongr flavigaster, Swass,

Abavo varled with black and brown; beseath fine yellow,
with & broad Dblack gorget on the breast ; bill slightly
carved, emarginate.

Tre enormously large feet of thix genus readily

distinuish it from all others in this family, and

immediately reminds us of its prototypes in other
tribes, as Megapodins, Menura, Rallus, and nearly

oll the great footed representatives of the rasorial

order of birds. Such it truly is in the circle of the

Alauding. Hitherto the genus has been only known
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hy one example, the sentinel” lark of Le Vaillant,
or the Macronyz Capensis, Swains. ; the present is
consequently a new species, readily distinguished at
the, first glance from the fofmer, by its yellow throat
and broad black gorget.

Yhe developement of the foot, in the Sencgal
species, is in strict accordance with that which is
found at the Cape ; and we may therefore conclude
that the habifs of both are very similar. The sen-

Jtinel lark has been so named by Le Vaillant, from
its note, loudly and often repeated, perfectly resem-
bling the challenge, gui eico—ge vive! whenever
cither man or animal passes near it. The Cape
species, like the present also, has the posterior claws
‘somewhat more curved than is usual in this family,

" by which, as Le Vaillant cbserves, it can perch with

facility, althdugh it is génerally seen upon the
ground, frequenting the open plains and the borders
of rivers. X 2

On comparing this with the M. Capensiz, 8 Very
semarkable difference in the structure of the bill
may be detected ; it is of the same length in both
species, but in’ this the upper mandible is much
more surved towards jts extremity, 80 as $o appear
almost arched from its base, the tip likewise is
strongly and distinctly notchéd, instead of sbeing

" entire ; and the bristles at the base, which in Ca-

pensis are altogether obsolete, extend in this to half
‘the length of the bill, so as to give it, with its
general form, very much theappearance of that of
a bush-shrike. The claws are larger, pnrticuln'rly

-

\
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the hinder, which is a quarter of an inch longer ;
the tail is more lengthened. The dimensions of the
two birds are in other respects the same.

Upper plumage light brown ; the middle of each
feather being more or less occupied by black ; wings
the same; tail blackish ; the four lateral- feathers-
more or less tipt with white. Under plumage bright
and clear yellow, interrupted by a gorget of deep
black, commencing beneath the eye, pd widening
to more than half an inch on the brepst, the sides
of which have dusky stripes ; bill and legs pale. =

Total length, 74 inches; bill from the front, % ;
wings, 3¢% ; tail from the'base, 3% ; tarsus, 1,4 »
hind-toe and claw, 1,%; ; the claw alone, % ; middle
toe and claw, 1. N

Here terminates the series of the Finch family,
which is connected to the plantain -eaters by several
intermediate gencra ot yet found in Western
Africa. e | Y

VOL. VII. } - Y



VIOLET PLANTAIN-EATER.
Musophags violacea, ISERT.

. PLATE XIX,

v Black, glossed with violet ; crown and quill-feathers, erimson ;

bill yellow, wpt with red ; beneath the eye o white stripe.

nsophaga violacea, Jsert, Berlia Tr._‘_"Cuouhu regins, Share,

Maus, Lev, 167, pl. 40—Musophaga violaces, Cuvier, Teni-

winek, Latham, Shaw, Vicillot, &e. &e. &o. :
Our admiration of this noble hird may perhaps be
thought too great, when we esteem it as one of the
princes of the feathered creatian.  Other birds are
pretty, handsome, splendid, gorgeous, beautiful ; but
the colouring of this is regal. "The shining black
purple of the general plumage confrasts in exqui-
site harmony with the deep lilac crimson of its wings,
the peculiar tint of which is certainly unequalled
in any other known bird. The heak, although
remarkably large, ddes not seem at all dispropor-
tionate, for it is neither fantastically formed like the
horn-bills, or monstrously large as those of the tou-
cans, while the rich yellow, passing into crimson,
with which it is decorated, gives a felief to the dark
colour of the plumage, and must add considerably
to the beauty of the living bird.
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1t was in the forests of Acra on the Gold Coast,
that M. Isert, a Prussian naturalist, first discovered
the Musophaga ;* but he observes that it is so rare
in that part of Africa, that notwithstanding all his
cofforts, he could only obtain a single specirsen
More recently, however, the hunters towards Sene_ai
seem to have discovered some particular district
where these birds are less scarce ; and as whatsoever
is rare or costly finds. its way to England, our mu-
seums have been enriched with several specimens.
No less than three®in the highest preservation arc
now before us, and we shall at once procced to
describe the plurhage and notice some particulars
of the structure.

The assertion which has so generally been made,
that this bird ha¢ the power of placing one of its
toes either hackward or forward, is completely er-
roneous. 'This erfor Las no doubt originated from
a partial inspection ofsthe foot in the mounted spe-
cimens of museums, where of course the toes rémain
as disposed by the bird-stuffer, and cannot be dis-
placed, muctPless relaxed by the inquirer.” Dr. Shaw,
who first made known the bird m England, con-
fesses that Be made his description from a drawing
whereiil the toes were placed in pairs, that is, two
before and two behind. But Tserty whose original

* Tho effrontery with which some of the German nomen-'
clators have endsavoured to sct aside this mame for one of
thielr own, is unexampled n science ; such synonyms should

pover be even quoted,—the best punishment their authars can
repetve.
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account and figure the Doctor subsequently became
acquainted with, speaks of and represents the feet as
insessorial, that is, formed after the manner of ordi-
nary perching birds. Both these accounts, however,
in Gifferent degrees, are incorrect. There are, in-
dénd, thrée anterior toes, all of which appear to be
placed so directly forward as to be incapable of any
turning ; and this conclusion would be arrived at,
even by a professed ornithologist, who contented
himself with examining the foot in a dried state ;
“but when it js relaxed, so that all the joints be-
come as flexiblé as in ibe living bird, the true
fiature of its structure becomes apparent. The an-
terior outer toe is then seen to possess the power of
being very slightly turned outwards, so as to de-
scribe the eighth part of a circle, but not more ; for
it is kept within this range by a conspéicuous mem-
brane, which actually unités it to the base of the
middle toe, and demonstrates the uttér impossibi-
lity of this tae being, as it is always described, ver-
satile, any more than that of the falcon tribe, nearly
all of which are constructed on the very same
principle.

This remarkable formation is evidently intended
to confer superior powers of grasping; just as the
lateral inclination of the humaa thumb enables a

operson to grasp an object much more firmly than if
it was on the same level with the other four fingers.
The ordinary position‘of the foes is that of all perch-
ing birds; but when the bird is grasping a bough.
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the annexed cut will give a correct idea of the posi-
tion of the exterior fore-toe, when turned out as
much as its nature will admit.

This form of ot is ;m'g pecnlim' to the present
genus, but seems to be characteristic of all the true
Musophagide excepting Colias, where all the four
toes are more or less directed forwards.

The bill of this interesting Pird is equally remark-
able, not merely ag te its singular form—for it
enlarges and-spreads like a casque upon the head—
but likewise as to its substance, which is both Tight
and semi-transparent. This fact has never been
noticed, probably because it would not be very
apparent in an ill-preserved specimen. Two mag-
nificent skins, however, now before us, hav;e been
taken gleat pains with: the rich colouring of the
bill has been preseryed, probably by the blood being
extracted, so that when held in a strong light, therey
are evident indications of that cellular texture of
nerves, hitherto thought to, be peculiar to the
toucans. 'We know that this circumstance, if cor-
rect, may militate against our opinion that this is a
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conirostral type, but we nevertheless think it should
be candidly stated. According to our present views
of the Cuculide, the plantain-caters cannot enter
into that circle. i
The-colouring, however rich, can be described in
adew wods. The outer half of the upper and the
whole of the under mandible is of a bright crimson,
blending into a fine and deep yellow on the frontal
or thickest part ; the orbits are entirely naked, and
with the compact and velvet-like feathers of the
scrown, are of a glossy crimson ; the ears are bordered
above by a pure white stripe; the whole of the
secondary and part<of thé primasy quills are of the
richest carmine glossed with lilac, more or less mar-
gined and tipt with the blackish violet which spreads
over all the rest of the plumage ; this violet gloss,
however, becgmes very dark green on the under
parts, and is particularly rich on the tail. The legs
are strong and black; thé great length of the
middle toe, together with the thick, hooked, and
very broad claws, evince how completely this and
the plaintain-eaters are constructed for living among
trees, a fact which must have been overlooked by
those who have fancied the Musophagide connected
the pérchers ( Insessores) with the gallinaceous or
rasorial tribes. The gape is very wide, and opens
beneath the eyes. .
Total length about 20 inches ; bill from the gape,
144 ; from thie front, 1y ; wings, 8} ; tail beyond,
41 ; from the base, 8] 3 tarsus, 1} ; middle toe and
claw, 2; Jateral ditto, 14% ; hinder ditto, y%.
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VARIEGATED, OR CRESTED PLANTAIN-EATER.
Clizerhis variegata, WaGLER,
PLATE XX. Fivs 4118
Created ; body above cinercous, with brown upou boneatlt
white with brown stripes ; head, throat, and hnaat

quill and tail-feathers hisckish 3 tho former with their uuu;
half white ; tail immaculate.

Le Touraco musophage, Le Vaill. Prom. ¢ Grimp, pl. "0...
Phasianus Africanus, Lataw, &ec—Musophnga variegata,
Viesllot, &e—Chizme]is varicgntn, Wagler, species dvinm.

WesterN AFRIos, or rather the m\-ertmplml regions

of that little kno continent, appear almost to be

the peculiar and limited range of the different forms
of the typical Musophagide or Plantain-eaters ; one
species alone bcing found in the territories of the

Cape. The opinion wg at présent hpld as to their

place in creafion, has begn elsewhere enlarged upon.

They seem to intervere between the hornbills and

the finches ; the passage to the latter being marked

by the touracos, the colies, and the plant-cutbers

( Phytatoma ), these latter being nnquestxonnbly re-

lated to the finches. :
The present bird certainly belongs,to a different

type to the last, and we acedtdingly adopt the new

generic name that,has been proposed for it. It
differs most mateml]y in the form and substance of
its bill and in the shape and sitnation of its nostrils,

although, in afl other points of outfiard structure,
they are perfectly alike. The el although not so
thick at the base as that of Mu»pkaga 15 less
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compressed beyond, and the substance appears alto-
gether solid ; so that, although we are ignorant of
their respective manners, there can be no doubt that
this feeds upon much harder fruits than the last.

The crest of this species is very peculiar; for it
is placed,, not, as.in the generality of birds, on the
top or crown of the head, but directly on the nape,
so that when erected, it must have a very singular
appearange. We suspect that, at such times, it
assumes the appearance of a roff, not much unlike
hose, narrow and pointed, worp as court dresses by
our ancestors. The feathers in question are linear
lanceolate, that is,, remarkably narrow and sharp
pointed, gradually diminishing in size to the bottom
of the neck. :

General plumage above very light grey, with a
narrow blackish strips down each feather ; the front
and top of the head, and the whole of the chin and
throat, as far as the breast, is chestnut brown ; the
under plumage ;beyond the breast is white, each
feather having a dark stripe down the middle; the
primary and secondary quills are blackish, with a
spot of pure white more or less large in the middle
of their inner webs. The tertials and middle tail-
feathers are grey, tipt with black ; the lateral tail-
feathers being entirely of the latter colour; bill
pure yellow ; legs grey.

~ Total length about 20 inches ; bill from the gape,
14 ; wings, @; tail beyond, 6; from the base, 10;
tarsus, 14 ; middle toe and claw, 17 ; lateral ditto.
18, '
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SENEGAL TOURACO. | o
Coratiaiz Sennpalensts, SWAINK.
PLATE XXIL

CGlossy purple 3 head, nuck, breast, and crest, groen ; orlits
nuked, rod 5 & smowy*Wwhite stripe beforo gnid partly above™
the eye, with s black one beneath 5 ergst entirely green.

®e
. -

Corythaix Baffonil, Jardine aid Selbys Mast. of Orn. pl. 122,

Tue Touraco or Crowned Plantain-eaters are per-
haps the most clegat of the Musophagide ; for they
have the splegdid crimsan wings of the violet species,
with a liveliness of%colomr in the full green of their
plumage which that does not possess. Their crests
also are conspicaous orminents.  Le Vaillant, with
national enthusiasm, extols these birds, in a state of
nature, as replete with charms ( ploines de charmes )
in all their movements and attitudes,—uniting the
greatest agilisy with perfect elegatics. He found
them exfremely difficult to hoot, as they ‘always
frequent the topmost branches of the highest forest
trees ; subsequently, however, he eaptured many of ¢
them in snares. Like the Musoplaga, they live
catirely upon fruits, . S

Considerable confpsion has ulways hung over
these birds; for although Buffon indicated at least

YOL. VIL, ! z
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three species®, Linnmus confounded them under
one. More recently the Cape Touraco has been
separated as distinet, on account of the white mar-
gin of its crest; and that which Buffon describes as
havlag this part purple, has also received a specific
uame. There yet remains, however, at least two
other species, both having green crests, but one is
swith and the other mithout a reddish margin. These
two have not only been confounded by Wagler, but
the whole genus again thrown into confusion by his
anwarrantable attempt to subsSftute his own new
names, not only for the species but for the genus.

* In this state of things, it seefis best to retain
the name of Bugfonii, first given by Vieillot to
the species, <o well recorded by Edwards, That
most accurate writer, in describing his Touraco,
says, that * the very tips of the featliers on the erest
are red,” and that ‘ wnder the &ye is a white line
which extends a Jittle further back than the black
one, but does not come forward so near the bill+.”
Neither of these chamcters appear in the Sencgul
species.  In three speciniens, now hefore us, there is
no red whatever en the margins of the erest, neither
is there any -white stripe beneath thit eve. The
authors™ of the Illustrations of Omithology, who
seem to considcr the Senegal gpecies the samg as
that described by Edwards, bave doubtless heen led
to do so by the confusion of the synonyms given by
Wagler and Vieillot, ‘or nothing can be more clear

* Hint. Nat. des Ojscanx, Bd. Sonuisi, vol, xvif, 1. 344,
+ Bdwards' Nat, Hist. of Dirds, vol. L. Plate 7.' B



SENEGAL TOURACO, 0 297

and explicit than the nborc‘qi;otmions. Although
not in genornl I'n'cndfy to greographic names, there
are some instances like the present where they
may be applied with peculiar advantage, particu-
l'xrh if the principle Bad been extendéd to the
other qpccla The true (Corythair) Porsa of
Vicillot 1s pcculmr to Southern Africa; the biua
crested species, mentioned by Bufion, has only been
found in Abyssinia, while this secms to be equally
restricted to Senegal, or at least to the Western
Coast of tropical Africa. .
The general size of the %ncgal Toaraco is about
equal to that of ghe Capa spegies; like that, also.
the fore part of the crest, immediately before the
eye, in the dead bird, is compressed vertically ; the
remaining pomon, however, seems to be depressed
honzontally as in the generslity of crested birds.
The bill in the dead bitd issblackisf purple in the
middle, but bright erimson along the edge of the
culmen and within the margin of the sides, the tips
and serratures of both mandibles being blackish ; it
is pessible, however, that in the living bird the
whole may be red, nlthOUgh we thmk this is very
doubtful. The orbits are crimson, naked, and tu-
bereulatgd ; fhe white stripe before the eye axtends
to about one-third the length of the upper eye-lid,
while the Dlack sfripe beneath it reaches as far
towards the ears as the end of the naked red orbits,®
put there is ne vistige whatever of ¢ second white
stripe. A uniform grassgreen, but without any glms,
spreads over the whole “of the” head, neck, wing-
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covers and interscapulars ; and is likewise extended
to the under plumage as far as the breast, beyond

which it becomes obscured and darkened with
blackish.

It is possible that the ihite stripe beneath the
ey¢; the absence of which induces us to consider the
Seaegal Touraco for the present as a distinct species,
may be developed in very adult age; but this is
mere conjecture ; and in the mean time, the absence
of this mark and of the red tips to the crest is uni-
formly the same in five or six individuals we have
‘examined, and will distinguish this from the species
figured by Edwafds. . - :

Total length shout 16 inches ; 'bill from the gape,
1 5 wings, 7; tail beyond, 94 ; ditto from the
base, 84 ; tarsus, 144 ; middle toe and claw, 14%;
lateral ditto, 1% ; hind ditto, ,”:,.

- >
'

'Y .

CRIMSON-CRESTED TOURACO.
Corgtiaix erythrolophus, SWAINS.

Crest of the head ercét, compressed, red s face, cars, amd
chin, “vhite; body greer; quill-feathers lilae,

thos erytheolaphins, Viell, Diet. &17it, Nat. xxxie, 306 5
op(t;llltnh des Qis. PL, 40, p, 46.—~Musophags Paulins, }'em.
& PL Col., pl. 23.
Op this rare und most lovely bird we have never
yet scen a specimen. but as no doubt exists of its
being an inhabitant of. that part of Afriea we are
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now illustrating, we have little hesitation in intro-
ducing it in this Work, particularly as it is one of
those few remarkable birds whose identity, ns a
species, does not require a personal examination,
M. Vieillot, indeed, seems to be the only one whe has
made his description from the bird itself. Vs
Temminck has copied this, but without any al-
ledged reason, attempted to set aside the original
specific name. Its genus, in fact, is not Musophaga,
but Corythaiz, instituted by Tlliger in 1811, long
hefore M. Vieillot groposed that of Oposthus. -

The specimen whiclt was seen Ly M. Vicillot was
alive in Paris, and belongsd to Madame Pauline de
Ranchoup. 1t was gentle and familiar, but it did not
long survive the change of climate and of nourish-
ment.  The substqnee of M. Vieillot's account may
be thus stated :— Vol 15 <

The size is not.exagtly ¥pecified, but from the
scale expressed upon the place, it appears to be of
the general form and dimensions of the last species.
The erest is ved, composed of a grefit number of
delicate hair-like feathers which are elevated on each
side and compressed 5o as to form a ridge, not un-
like that of an antique helmet; thig crest is con-
tinued te the back of the nape, where the feathers
begin to assume the same direction as these of the
neck a large patol of white spreads round the eye,
the sides of the liead, ears, and chin; the Lill is
pure yellow, inélining to omngi. The eyes are large,
red, and very brilliant,” and the eyelids have a few
purple spots. = The general colour of the plumage is
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green, inclining to blucish on the body and belly ;
the greater and lesser quills are of that peculiar rich
lilae or purple-red so prevalent in this genus; the
feet are greyish-black, and the tail is rounded.

Tt appears that the figures given by Vieillot and
Temminck were both taken from the same indivi-
dual, yet in the first the crest is conspicuously edged
with white, a character entirely omitted by the
second ; which of these is correct, we bave no means
of ascertaining.

' Having now epumerated all those birds belonging
*o the typicdl or Cenirostral triks of the Perchers,
which we can personally vouch to be natives of
Western Africa, we shall at once proceed to the
sub-typical or Dentirostral tribe, which, as most of
our readers already lnow, represents the rapacious
order; many of the species living upon small birds,
and all upon some part of the animal creation.
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WOODCHAT SHRIKE.

Lanius rifus, Brisson,

Front, ears, sides of the neck, and interscapulars, biack :
head and neck above rufousy spot behind the cye, seapus
lars, wing-spot, rump, and under plumage white.

Lanius rafas, Brison, Orsith. ii, p. 199; PL Eel, , iz 2.
Lanius wutilus, LZatham, §o. Visll. Ency. Meth. 727, _ La
Pic-grische Rousse, Le Vaill, Ois. d°Af: ik pl. 63.—Wood-*
chat Shrike of authors, %

It is only after the most minute comparison of twd

Senegal specimens with others from the continent

of Europe, that we are persuaded of their specific

identity with the well known Woodchat of our own
islands. It is therefore clear that this is one of
those migrators which annually quit the scorching
regions of Africa for the more cool temperature of

Europe. This fact, indeed, we know from personal

research, having frequently shot the Woodehat in

Sicily during the month of May, when that island

becomes, for a short time, the temporary residence

of those numerous species which come from the
opposite *coast.  Of all thesé, however, five only
appfar to extend their range very far southward,

Two of these, the present and the Lanius collurio®, »

occur through the whole length of Africa; the

others are the common bee-enter, the hoopoe, and

- the golden oriole. 1 >

* Le Vaill Ois, d*Afrique, i pl. 64.
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To describe a lird so well known would be

superfluous.  Yet the young males, in their diffor-
ent stages of developement are so unlike the adult,
that many omithologists mjght mistake them for a
sepurite species.
o In thefirst sfage there is no black whatever upon
the front or ears, both the first being tinged with
light brown mixél with dirty white, while the ears
and the back are grey-brown. The pure white
seapulars of the adult are here cream colour, as are
also the edges of the covers and the rump-feathers.
The under parts are also yellowish white, with
distinet squamulatefines on the Weast and its sides.
All the tail-feathers are strongly tipt with white;
there are no black spots on the two outer feathers.
Perhaps this is the female plumage *.

In the next change of ‘plumage there are black
spots on the front, mmglc'l with du-ty white, but
placed"behind the white band which mow appears
cloge to the nosurils ; the car-feathers and the back
assume a dark brown hue, mised with black feathers;
the rufous is deeper on the neck, and the seapulars,
&e. are whiter. . The tail resembles the adult ex-
cepting the outermost feather whick has enly o
cluster of little transverse black gpots, instead of &
single large one; the bill and legs are still palc,‘but
Jthe lines on the breast are mearly obsolete. This
last state seems to precede the adult plumage, and
hoth are taken from Senegal specimens.

The attempt to reparate this species and . col

* See also Fucye. Method,, p. 738,
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furio from the sub-genus of Lanius proper, has
been made in ignorance of the typical structure of
‘the latter ; and, in our opinion, is sanctioned by
no one valid reason, either in natural or artificial
classification. . :

CORVINE, OR LONG-TAILED SHRIKE.
-~
Laius cissoides, ViTILLOT, .
Light brown, striped with blackish; beneath, dusky white

with obscure spots ; tail long, curvated 5 bill bright yellow 3
flanks with a concoaled chestnut spot.

Le Grande Pio-grieche, Ld Vai\Ois. d" A rigue, fl. pl. 78.—
L. cissoldes, Vieill. Encye"Meth., 734, No.24.—L. Corvinus,
Shaw, Genl. Zool. T, 2, p. 337.—Corvine Shriko of anthors.

It is difficult to' imagine why this bird, which has

all the essential characters of a true Shrike, ghowld

have been likened by Linnman writers to a crow ;
unless, indeed, from its#being somewhat larger in
size than its immediate congeners. The name, how-
ever, ndt having the right of priority, may be can-

celleg. o
The Long-tailed Shrike was first recorded by Ler

Vaillant in his Birds of Africa, but he has intro-

duced it without knowing from whence it came, an

innovation upon the fitle of his Work, which is very
frequent in its early volumes. We can now, how-
¥OL. VIL ‘ AA
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ever, record it as an inhabitant of Senegal, where it
seems to be not uncommon %,

~ The ground of the upper plumage is very light
fawn or draby, inclining to brownish grey; each feather
of the crown, neck, and back having a dark stripe
Aown the middle ; on the sides of the head, above
the eyes and cars, are whitish tinged with rufous ;
while the space Wtween the eye and bill, as also the
ears, are blackish brown. The scapulars have two
marginal concentric black lines round each feather,
but the wing-covers have only ong, placed just within
the extreme margin, which is light-grey ; the lesser
quills and tertials ase the’same agthe greater wing-
covers; but the greater quills are clear ferruginous
or diluted rufous, with more or less of their terminal
half blackish. The long narrayv tail-feathers are
like the scapulars, but with the black markings
more broken into spis.. The, under plumage is
dirty white mottled with indistinct trapsverse spots
dispesed sometimes in pairs, or rather imperfectly
divided.

We shall now notice the most remarkable cha-
racter of this curious T, and which has been
entirely overlpoked by who have hitherto de-
scribed-it.  The feathers on the flanks, upan being
raised, will be found remarkably long ; concealing,
25 it were, from the eye of the observer, a'large
patch of very deep and pure chestnut with which
the lower hall of each feather more or less is

* Wo have receivea numerons specimens from Soathern
Aftiea, alao from the Gambio—lin, "
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.eaturated, but of whigh not the slightest vestige can
be seen when the feathiers are laid smooth. We
have little doubt but that thiz is a distinction of
the male sex, and that_in the season of courtship
these elongated feathers are puffed out on hoth
sides, so as to exhibit this ernamental spot to the
fomale. The bill, unlike any other shrike, is of

a bright and pure yellow ; the legﬁ are brown. J
Total length, 11 inches ; bill, from the gape, 1;
wings, 4} ; tarsus, 1; tail, from the base, 6.

i .

-

0
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RUFOUS-WINGED SHRIKE.

Tedophomss ergthroplerns, Swains.

Above testaceohs brown, b'engll:\uhiti:h;‘ wing-covers and
quills (externally) mafopsY “erown, and stripe through the
eye, black ; ldes of the hoad with a broad whitish stripe.

,
D e uole o Senceal, T A ATS, St Fenisg
orythropterus, Shaw, Gent. Zool. viii, 2, 501,
Tiis is another of the Somth African Shrikes whose
geographic rdhge extends to Senegal, ead it seems to
be equefly common in both regions.  Le Vaillant
obserges, that butefor its cry it is very difficult to
find, since it frequents only the thickest brushwoode
and the most dense folinge; such haunts, in fact,
are the most productive of its-favourite food, which
is the larva and pupa of differen® insects. Tts flight
is slow, feeble, and near the ground; an imperfec-
.
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tion naturally to be expected from the exireme .
shortness of its wings, whith do not extend beyond

the upper covers of the tail, and are much ghorter

than those below. The tail itself, on the other

hand, is long and cuneated, as in all the species of
Leloplionus.  So that the size of the bird, althongh

not larger than that of our Lanius Collurio is yet

much longer. *

The plumage of the adult male is as follows :—
The upper part of the head down to just beyond
the nape is deep black, which iz margined on each
side by a broad stripe of white tinged with buff,
which commences t thé nostrilf, passes over the
eye, and terminates above the ears ; this is followed
by a black stripe, much narrower, which is before
- the eye and behind it, but does not tinge the car-
feathers ; these lattef; with_the whole of the plu-
mage above, is light tét.~eous tinged with grey om
the lower back, rump, and’ middle tail-feathers.
The scapulars and tertials are black with a very
broad external margin of deep buff or cinereous,
while the whole of the wing-covers and outer web
of the primaries and secondaries are clear and bright
rufous, The four pair of lateral tail-feathers are
deep biack, more or léss tipt with white ; the mid-
dle pair and the outer portion of the next are grey
Nvith transverse dark shades, resembling bars, "The
under plumage is eatirely white, but tinged with
grey on the sides, and with cream colour on the
belly, thighs, and under tail-covers.

The female, according to Te Vaillant, is less

-



%

, RUFOUS-WINGED FIIRIKE. 237

brightly coloured, and haz no black on the crown
of the head. The tail is considerably rounded. so
as to be glmost fan-shaped ; the inner toe is scarcely
shorter than the outer,. and is almost free at its
base.

Total length, 9: bill, from the gape, T; wings,
3} ; tail from the base, 4} ; tarsus, 1¢;.

o

i
LARGE GR]Q’-HEX[’ED EYSH-SHRIKE.
Malaconofus olivacens, SWAINS,

- PLATE XXIL

»

Larger than n thrush 3 head, mru;v.nd neck*hbove cincroots ;
hack, wings, and tail ‘olive;with whitish spots ; under parts
yellow, a

H e ivacew, il . Me v 150, e, 10
Tis is the largest of all the Aﬁ'icgn Bush-shrikes
yet discovered, and it exhibits in great perfection
that supgrior Jength of bill by which tniese birds are
distingtiished from the true or typical Shrikes; un-
like Rhese Iatter, they prowl about among the
thickets und low trees, capturing by surprise such™
young or sickly birds as are so unfortunate as to
come in their way ; they have neither®the strength
of wing or sharpness of claws to enable them,
like their more courageous brethren, to dart openly

’
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upon their prey and seize it in their talons. These
habits, observed by Le Vaillant in other birds of
this genus—which is exélusively Africgn—may,
be inferred with certainty from a simple inspec-
tiort of the structure of the bird before us. The
Wings are short and rounded, indicating a most
feeble flight, while the thickness and breadth of the
claws, show that thcv are not at all formed for
seizing or grasping any thing but the branches of
trges; their great curvature, indeed, giving them’
an unusually. fiem grasp of such substances, which
is further increasad by th&connf ion of the inner
toe to half the length of ‘the ,{fter, producing a
great breadth to the “sola of the ot

The size is equal to that of a blackbird; the
bill is black, and between, that”and the eye is a
broad white stripe. Q,mnmlc of clear slate colour
spreads over the head, s, sides, and upper part
of the neck, all the remaining parts'above being
greenish or Jeﬂow—ohve each of the lesser and
greater covers, and also the tertials and tail-feathers,
is marked at the tip by a eream-coloured spot ;
half of the greater qmlls are also edged with the
same coloar.>" The wings are not lofiger than the
tail-covers. The under plomage, from ti» chin
to the vent, is bright and pure“yellow, deepast on
sthe breast and paler on the belly. The tail is but
slightly rounded ; the legs pale, and the inner toe
congpienously shorbcr than the outer,

Total length, 104 ; bill, from the gape, 14;
wings, 4% ; tail, from the base, §; tarsus, 1,%.
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K .
Malacomotss superciliosss, SWAINs. 7

Size of o sparrow. Head, ears, and neck alove cinereous ;
a white stripe above and behind the eye ;. back, wings, and
tail olive with whitish spots; under'parts yellow,

INNUMERABLE instaees occur wherein the variation®
of the colour of birds, ggnerally the fest indication
of specics, 13 neva;eleas insufii®ent to characterize
thém. The Drongd-Shrikes, of which nearly fifteen
gpecies are known, are all clothed in a uniform black
plumage ; while tlf gulls and the terns are uni-
formly white, with light gref on their back and
wings. In the pu%cnt up, however, the only
instance of two upecles bcmrr clothed almost precuely
in the same colours is in the bird before us®and
the Malaconotus olivaceus just described. Excgpg-
ing that this has white eye-brows, which the other
has not, the colours in both are pregisely the same ;
yet one is no )urger than a SPaITow, whale the other
exceedsghe size of a thrush. * The mmboxmst, how-
ever, Jill readily desect a difference mucht more im-
portanit ; for while the first joint of the outer toe is »
united to the mddle one in M. olcmm, this joint
is perfectly free in M. supercilisus.

To enter upon a detailed accofnt of the plunmge
of thig bird is quite nnnecessary, inasmuch as it

.
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cannot be varied from. that already given of the
greater species; the oniy, difference, as before re-
marked, in their colours, is the extension of the
white bofore the eye, whigh in this is continued in
a stripe over the eye, so as to reach as far as the
ears; it is then lost in obscure whitish dots or
freckles on the sides of the neck: there is also a
tinge of yellow on those feathers nearest to the
nostrils, which is not seen in the other ; the yellow
of the tail, particularly on its under surface, as well
as on the belly and thighs, is deeper.
Total leng*h, 74 inches ; bill from the gape, i ;
wings, 3} ; tail'bevond, 2% ; froun the base, 4 ; tar-
* sus almost 1. U

2 "‘. .:

-
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PUFF-RBACKED BUGH-SHRIKE.
Malaconotus mollissinus, SWAINE.
PLATE XXIIL .

Above blacdi: boneath white 3 feathers on the bask
|°"z.8]::9,u and 'dcwuy 3 fomale grey avove and fulvous
whité beneath. &

La Cubla, Ze Vaill, Oz ddfrique, ¥. Pl 72.—Lanin' Cobla,
Anctorum. 3

" To an ordinary observer there is mothing in the

usual appearahce of this species entitling it to any

pardicular notice ; and yet, upon a closer inspection,

it proves one of the most remarkable birds in the
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“shole of its fumily. 1l ()€ Bush-shrikes, as their
generic name implies, haye the feathers on the back
unusually long and very ghft; but in the one now
under consideration, thes# characters are developed
in a most singular way. When the feathers on™fhe
back are raised, as they occasionally are; by the ®
bird itself, they seem to form a semicircular tuft of
the most delicate and beautifully white down, ex-
actly resembling that of the swan, and as if that
part of the body was protected by an artificial tip-
pet. When in a ftate of repose, jphis singrular ®
appearance  compl ely wyishes, the feathers
_repose on cach oth® as in an ordinary bird. L4

The abolition of topical or barbaric names by so
many of our best modern ornithologists induces us
to suggest that of B’ollz’u;imu:,.ns at all events pre-
forable to Cubla, der w suppdse, from the
Tlottentot languages nch conveys no meaning
whatever to Turopean ears. e

The male and female are differently colodred.
The first has the upper plumage black, glosSway
the head, ears, neck, and interscapulars ; but brown
on the wings and tail; on ﬂlwwr part of the
bock thefeatflers are white, ¢ ormite gurfuce

Tavinggfl grey tinge ; the scapulars, with the mnar-
gins the wing-®overs and quills, ave dingy-
white ; upper tuil-covers and middle feathers deep »
black, the reste brown; the whele .of the under
plumage is white. . .

Tn the fomale there s no bli®k whatever. All
fhe upper plumage islight grey, palest on the rump,

YOL. VII. - B B
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and with dusky stripesion “the head; the wing-
covers and quills have pale testaceous or whitish
margins ; the under plutiage from the chin to the
breast is fulvous or buff, “which gradually becomes

_ almost white on the body, belly, and vent ; tail and

wings deep brown; the bacl feathers are not near
50 long as those of the male.

Le Vaillant discovered this species in Southern
Africa, where it appears common, but it is not re-
corded as inhabiting Senegal. It seems o social
species, living in small comp:mlics, much in the man-
ner of our longttailed ti%,%and ifyone discovers food,

. 1t summons the rest to partake !’ it also. On the

approach of a man or an animal, this bird elevates
its feathers, repeating incessantly its exy of ehd chd.
Its food is the larva and pupe of insects, and it
builds in tholny thigf#s, @ - '

Total length, 74 ; Bill, feis the gnq', 1; winge,
3yus tail, from the base, 8) ; tarsus, Jg-

o4
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BARBARY OR YELLOW CROWNED DUSH—SHR-IKE-'
Malaconotus Barbarns, Swarxs, b4
PLATE XX1V,

Above glossy black ; bemeath erimson ;3 crown falvous yellow ;
vent and flanks bufl, Zool, Jlust., ii. pl 71.

Lanius Barbarus, Lin® Auct—TLaniarius Barborus, Viedl.?
Ency. Meth. Opm, p. 755, —Pm-gigl‘;%nncpl, Bwffin,
£l Fal. 56 —Le @ionol®ls Le Ot &' Afrique, ii.
pl. 69.—Malaconot@ Barburus, Zool. Jilast., 2d scxics, pL
Thris is one of the most splendid of a small group or
section of the Bush-shrikes whose plumage is a
union of black with the' nglwst erimson. It has
received its mmame f) been®first found on
the coast of Barbary 1s, however, one of the com-
monest and most showy birds of Senegal, qnd it
even extends almost through the wimle length of
Africa; for Le Vaillant discovered it on the®m-
fines of the Namaquois nation, bordering upon the
Cape territory. This would apyer to be nearly its
southergy confines, since Le S¥%i lnntmnﬁggs his
bein, ble to procure more than three specimens,
nor ghuld he ascerthin any tlnng of its manners,
There is a slight difference in structure between®
this and the #ype of its genns, igpsmuch as the
outer toe is only attached to fhg middle one at the
base of the first joint; leaving the joint itself entirely
free. It is conse:lucndy nearer in the series of
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species to the typical ﬁple.a, and is followed by
such birds as M. erythroptyyus, &c.

Size of o small thrush,, The upper parts of the
head and neck are olxve-yeslow, leaving the sides of
the‘nead, ears, ‘and neck of the same glossy black-
‘ess as the rest of the upper plumage ; the feathers
of the back are very long, remarkably soft, and
marked internally with a white spot, only to be seen
when they are lifted up. The under plumage, as
far as the belly, is of the richest crimson ; the chin
naving an o tinge ; and tlfe tlnghs. b«.lly, and
under tail-cov .;,‘clem‘ belE ; the,wings are shorter
tuan the under tailCovers, and, “Z' h thc bill and feet,
deep black ; the latter, however, have a blucish tinge,

Total length, 9 inches; bill from the gape, 1y
wings, 4% ; tail bexond,s'}} from the base, 41 ;
X d o

arsus, 1 } (8 - .'

. cvo.
o

ORANGE-BREASTED BUSH-SHRIKE,
| Malaligotus cirgeaguster, SWAtSS.

o '304.'1' B XXV. \

Abave yellowish olive ; head, nml, lhbcmm\c.u.

reous § front, eye-brows, ad plumage benonth, xich Wilow ;

" bmst.orngo.

Trs beautiful Jittle Shrike is not enly one of the
rarest birds of Senecdi, but is one of the most beau-
tiful yet discovered. We have been told that a
species of Fanga has been recently described very
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much resembling this, byfours is as unlike a Vanga
as it is a Coreus, and fherefore we esteem it new.
The beautiful golden yXlow of the under phimage,
especially the orange of the breast, rendgrs it very
COnspicuous. -

Of its habits unfortunately we know nothing, bu?
its structure gives some intimation of what they are.
Like the other species of Malaconotus, the wings
are short and rounded ; thus proving that the birds
of this genus do not fly at or pursue their prey in
the manner of the erue Shrikes; and yet the shap®
of the bill, when gompaged to thasgdthe more typi-
cal Bush-shrikes,Wvould lead ™o suspect that tifs
organ was used 10 tear their food., The general
structure, however, particularly the great inequality
of the lateral toes® shm\; its intimate eonnexion to
Malaconotus, . -7

Size of the comfh @@ Mcked Shrike (L. col-
lurio). Front of {Te Read yellow, extending in a
stripe over each eye-brow, but not £o far as theears ;
from the front to the middle of the hack thegglu-
mage is clear cinereous or light late colour, which
extends to the ears, sides of the ngrk, and the spiice
between theseye and Uil ; allgfe recmad the up}.)er
plumgd® is bright yellowish olive ; the coMealed
pariffof the quillsdieing brown, and the tips of the
gredter covers, secondaries, tertials, and lateral taile
feathers yellowish white. The whole of the under
parts are of a full and bright yellow, of uniform
depth, except on thg hreast, where it deepens into
rich orange ; the bill and claws are black.
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In point of structure, \may be said that this bird
is a Malaconotus, but wit something of thei'short
and gradually curved bill of a Lanius. The lateral
toes are yery unequal, and the claws are neither
slenslor noracute; the wings reach only to the base
of the tailt

Total length, 73 to §; bill from the gape, 1 ;
from the front, 4 ; wings, 3 ; tail from the base,
31 ; tarsus almost 1.

* (-]
\“i" ah
-
)
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WHITE-PLUMED SHRIKE.

Frionops phmwtc{t. Swanns,
i Ba-
PLATE XAV,
Abore black 3, beneath white ; wings with a longitudi-
nal white strige ; head, crest, sud neck white with & grey

nnc}‘nsl collaey cyes encireled with a naked yellow skin.
&%

g is. A fri 3. ) P,
L
Vil Encpadlfeth. Toly o
Every family of hirds—we may even say every
genus—contains one division, which puts on K{mc
sharacteristic of the swallow tribe; or in scientific
language, is o representation of the fissirostral and
natatorial type of natore. The genus now before
us appears to hold %his station.in the circle of the
Bush-shrikes, from all of which, independent of
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many other distinctions, 32 differs in the great length
andfexpansion of its dvings. This is one of the
most certain indicatior: of the type in question ;
and we find that the longest winged birds are the
swallows, the terns, and the frigate-pelicans. ““An-
other singular feature in the bird before us is the
bristles at the corner of the mouth, and the stiff
feathers which advance forward and defend both the
front of the head and the base of the bill. There
must be something very peculiar in the economy of
the bird to requiré’such a defence, for nature has
repeated it in thy Dasyesphale Sl several other
fissirostral types ¢ the perchers.  How much is"it
to be regretted, that while we are perpetually receiv-
ing numerous specimens® of such birds as these
from their native regiony they should be unaccom-
panied by the slightest“intiriation offtheir habits or
manners, B 17

Le Vaillint, who deseribed thjs singular bird
from a stuffed specimen in one of the French
museums, conjectures that it lives upon the grouad
and picks up worms in the sume manner as our
starlinge,. The structure of t‘;d feet, however,
(never ytcntfml to in those d~38) is elnifely against
this f'eory ; ‘they are obviously adapted for the
sole, Jurpose of gradhing, but with uausual tenacity,
the branches of trees, The soles, asin all such®
birds, are small, the claws very lyond, but un-

* The Editors of Griffith's An!n?:llxl;ins\lmn speak of this
as an excessively rare species, and [Rment the departure of
M. Bulloek’s speoimen | whereas it is one of the most com-
won and welt known binds of Westan Afvica,

L]
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usually hooked, and the l:h\du:r toe, as in the Swyl-
low Shrikes or Dicrurine, yery long. Indeed; as
no fissirostral types are c?iistcd, it may be even
questioned* whether this géus does not actuaily
(;.ntei" mto, the circle of the Swallow Shrikes; in
which case; by viewing it as the rasorial type of
that division, we ean not only account for its length
of wing, but also for ifs remarkably plumed crest.
Waving, Liowever, such a critical distinction, it is

plain that Prionops connects (he Thamnophilina
?

%

are nearly the only colours of tlff plumage. The
head and neck, as far as the shoulders, are pure
white, excepting a nuchal band ef grey, which
forms a half collar at_the back of the neck and

extends round #he rin offthe ears.. There ave
two broud white bands en Mz ; one across the

ends of the gregter covers, and anotlier runming
longitudinally on the exterior of three of the lesser
quiti2  The greater quills have another white bar,
placed in an obligue direction on their inner wels
only, 50 as not t&he seen when the wing is closed,
and all ghe Wtdlls, mt or less,‘are tipt with white.
The tail s long, slightly rounded, and of thi\game
kind of hluck ‘glossed with greer®as the wings\but
e outer-feather on each side is pure white, the
next is half blgck half white, and the others tipt
only with white. The back feathers are not much
lengihened, and the white of the under plumage is
quite pure.

and the Dicruyina.
Deep black Eﬁ dsed withab]uvl,imd pure white,

-
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The naked skin syrrouading the eyes, is formed
precisely like that of the genus Perspicilla ; its
outside is scalloped, ang it encircles the eyes like
a pair of spectacles; Soth this and the feet are
bright yellow. The inner toe is not much slorter
than the outer one, but this latter is coifnected (@
the middle toe at its base, while the other is free.

Total length, 9 inches; bill, from the gape, 175
wings, 5 (extending to mear the middle of the
tail) ; tail, from the base, 4} ; tarsus, 1; hind toe
and claw, 15 ; inner ditto, 1% ; mid}lc ditto, 1%. ©

v, ¥
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WHITE-BODIED CJE’!‘ERL’ILLARJCATCHBR.

A - v
) CM@;}- M SwaINs.

Abore cinerconss beneath, from tlfe Breast, pure swhite
femalo with the chin white and the breast paler,

Graucalus poctoralis, Jantine & Selby, Zll. of Orn. pldt,

Taw Ceblepyrine, or Caterpillax Chtchers, constitute
the morﬁ abebrant® division of-he fari? pof Shrikes ;
they ‘e entirely confined to the warm latitudes of
the Jld world and® of the Australian range. The
birds to which they are analogous, in Europe, are
the Oriolea; both seek their food inéhe thick foliage
of lofty trees, and both have the same general con-

* That iz, tho most Wistant fmm'?he type, which Is here
the genus Lanius,

VOL. V1L ) ce
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formation ; but the bih-,pf dhese is considerably
depressed.  As representing the Glires, the greatest
number of the species are ¢f a mouse colour, while
their analogy to the hedgehiogs is shown by a pecu-
liariZy in the structure of the feathers almost unique
‘n the class of birds. Upon pressing the fingers
against the fea.ﬂlen of the ramp and back, it scems
as if they were intermixed with little spines or
prickles, from which circumstance the French have
termed them Eckenilicurs. The curious reader will
find this singular formation expluined at some length
elsewhere®. * Mo @ ;
* The most typicai”examples of | this singular race
inhabit New Holland; to them we retain M.
Cuvier's original name of Ceblepyris ; they are
known by their superior gize—some being nearly
as large as migpie d'.‘;y the great length of
their wings, which afe peiniad and reach to the
middle of the tail. The iher group—that M.
Vieillot’s name $hould not ‘be lost—we denominate
Camwephager, it contains birds smaller in size and
differently coloured ; the wings are short and
rounded, and ths rictus, or mouth, is furnished
with n’t;ew, “&fF brisles, indicating that they have
some ‘of the habits of true flycatchers. Entween
these two groups, but more closaly allied to thy. first
than to the last, comes the species now beforé us.
As it is the only one yet known having a decided
white under plumage, it is easily recognised.

Size of a starlimg; but the tail makes it much

+* North, Zool, Il 120,
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longer. Al the upper pstt of the plumage is of a
delicate light grey, which slightly margins the true
and spurious quills, which are black : the fore part
of the neck and its side$, the ears, and as far as the
breast, is entirely grey; much darker, in the fale,
then the upper plumage, and ending abrupily on
the breast where it forms a curyg and becomes
almost black ; all the rest of the under parts are
pure white, The female differs in having the breast
like the back, softening off on the chin and on the
body to white. The tail is black, the middle ana
lateral feather ongeach side grey. *ud '
Total length, 13; bill, from the gape, 1; wings,
54 ; tail beyond, 2} ; from the base, b : tavsus, y%.
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CRIN3ON-SHOULDERED CATERPILLAR-CATCHER.

Campephaga phauicia, SWAINS,
-
PLATE XXVIL (Male)—PLATE XXVIIL (Female.)

Glossy blue-black, shoulders crimson ; AMale! Above brown,
. with black bars tipt with white and yellow margined
quill-feathers 1. beneath white with Black spots; Female,

Ampelis phmnlcl:," Laham Spwop. 16, 10, male—Red-
winged Chatterer of authors, the pftale,—Turdus pheeni-
copterus, £, Col, 71, the male.

Tae difference between the sexes of this little

known species is so remurkable, that but for the

proof we can¥adduceiof the fact, their identity
could scarcely have been cradifed. No two birds,
in short, can be more differently colouréd ; and it is
therefore not surprising that theiv scientific history
isduvolved in confusion. Into this, however, we
shall not enter; it will be sufficient to observe, in
this place, that%s the male we may identify the
old Ampeli¥ phaenict: of Linnwan writers, and the
new Turdus phanicopterus of M. Temnn‘g.n- to
neither of which genera it hhs any oonnkion.

*While the female has been mistaken by all writers

for the Echenilicur jouns of Le Vaillant, a bird

which again is not a distincspecies, but the other
sex of the Echenillour noir of the same writer.

We make this statement from having had an op-
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portunity of verifying®the fact by the same proof us
we now advance for this species, namely, a young
bird, in the season of moulting, and which is now
before us, wherein about half the plumage of the
male 'is intermixed with that of the female ; '£hus’
setting the question completely at rest.

The male, in its perfect adult plumage, is really
a beautiful bird ; it is entirely of a rich glossy blue-
black except the shoulder and lesser wing-covers,
which are of the most vmd crimson ; at the angle
of the mouth there 35 a narfow margizal projecting
skin, which in the living bird Wus probably red,
and would thus be r an analogy to the lips of qua-
drupeds. The feathers on the lower part of the
back and rump are remarknbly thick set, and feel
prickly.

The ground oolonr of the ‘r-rnalc, o the contrary,
is brown, each fet.tpogybovc being crossed at the
end with a black bar and a white one, the latter
being external and wanting on the rump. ~ The
quills are nearly black, broadly edged, exterilly
and internally, with clear and fine yellow; the edges
of their oovc:s, but not the tips “being narrower.
The taxl is brownish black, lithter on the middle
feathe'; and the two external pairs are edged and
tipt vith yellow. ®The under plumage is white,
with & erescent of black at the end of each feather ;¥
inner wing-covers fine yellow, bill end feet brown,

or blackisl. 3

Total length, 8; hill, from the gape, o ; wings,

4 ; tail beyond, 2% ; from the base, 4 ; tarsus, 7.
[
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. ®  PALE-WINGED DRONGO.
Dicrirns canipeanis, SWAINS,

Glossy blue-black 1 tail forked s quill-feathers with {heir
inner-shafts light-grey-brown, their internal surfnceo greyish

® white ; the third quill the longeste
Tue Drong keg wenedormegly classed with the
Nyeatchers, because, like them ey seize their food,
which consists entirely of insects, upon the wing,
much in the same manner as do the swallows. All
the species are restrigted;dp their geographic range,
to the warm Wtitudesf th¥old world, and what is
very singular they are all ¢£g Phick colour. Hence
the gldcr ornithologists, who were not accastomed
to pay much attention to variations of structure,
camsidered the greater number*to be mere varieties
of one species. Le Vaillant, however, with his
usual diserimin®ion, was the first writer who rec-
tified ghisserror ; arg) Je not only deseribeg all that
were then known to lim, but collected into
a separate genus by the name of Drongo. may
® retain this appellation in part, and yet adopt the
more classic gne of Dicrurus givan'to the same
birds by M. Vieillot,*a nage which, although not
prior to that of Edolius, is &o peculiarly appro-
priate, from expressing the double or forked-tail

°
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secn in the majorityof the species, that we shall
now adopt ite" An interesting account of the man-
ners of these birds, too long to be here repeated,
will be found in Northem Zoology, ii. page 134.

We cannot determine this species from any of
the descriptions in Le Vaillant, with which we have®
carcfully compared it. We shall therefore con-
sider it as new, although it is by no means uncom-
mon. Its chief distinction, as expressed in the
specific character, is in the very unusual paleness of
the inner webs of the primary quills, which, upor’
their upper surfacg, areof the very lightest brown ;
they are palest at the base, aiid gradually becomé
darker towards their tips, while their inner surface,
or that next to the body, is so light, that but for a
greyish tinge, they would be quite white. The
plumage is glossy blue-black,’ but without any me-
tallic reflections ; the depth 8f the fork of the tail
is three quatters of an inch, and the two divisions
divaricate considerably ; the third and fourth ‘quills
are largest, and the second and seventh are equal,

Total length, 94 ; bill, from the gape, 1; wings,
5¢5 ; tail beyond, 2} ; ditto from the base, 4};
tarsus, “!5 < .
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EVEN-TAILED DRONGO.
Digrures atvipernis, SWAINS.

Entirely glossy bluelsh-black ; tail almost even; inner web
of the quill-feathers very deep’ blnek,

Tinee specimens of this specie&, which we consider
as altogether new, weres sent fyom Sicrra Leone
with the Bristle-necked thrushesjhere described, so
that we have no doubts whatsoever as to its being
a species peculiar to Western Africa.

1t is almost impossible, in a grBup of birds posses-
ing so few matks of dstinctfon among the species
as the present, to find specific 3dmes for each which
will express something definite and péeuliar. We
have therefore been obliged to name this from a
cissumstance not very expressive, yet caleulated in
gome measure to identify it.

The only spécies with which this may be con-
foundgd is*the D. rgnjfer in a young' stagi, where
the tail is also even. In this, however, thege is a
very stight indication of the forlted structure W two

“out of the three specimens.- So slight, however,
that there is oply two-tenths of andinch difference
between the length ®f theamiddle and the outer-
most tail-feathers.® All the tail-feathers are trun-
cated at their tips, but having the shaft prolonged

.
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into a little point, tet‘rninnt'iug like a hair ; all these
feathers are narrow at their base, and broad as they
approach the tips; so that the tail appears divari-
cated, although the actual depth of the fork is so
slight, . 3 X

The whole of the external parts of the plumage
are deep black, glossed with steel-blue; the inner
web of the quills, however, are of a very deep vel-
vety hlack ; thus offering a singular contrast to the
species last described.  The fromtal bristles advance
beyond half the lepgth of the bill, but they are nct
very compact.  The inner wing-covérs are glossed,
and the under siftface of° the <a’l and quill-feathers
are deep black. :

Total length, 9; bill, from the gape, % ; wings,
4175 ; tail, from §e base, 4; tarsus, ;.

: e

WALKING DRONGO.
Aldlasma cdolioldes, Sw*_ms.

*  PLATE XXIX. .

Entjrely brownish black.
Or this unattactive but very remarkable bird, we,
have alrendy spoken in the Fauna Boreali-Ameri-
cana or Northern Zeologw, - 151." At that time
we wire ignorant of its native vountry, but no iess

than three specimens have sinee fallen under our
YoL. Vil. " DD
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observation, imported direct from Senegal, so as to
Jeave no doubt as to the propriety of its entering
into our present volume.

The ornithologist will derive much instruction
and interest from possessin;g this bird, and from
comparing® it with auy one of the true Drongo
Shrikes. The bills of both are formed upon the
same model ; bnt this is considerably smaller ; the
rictal bristles are proportionably equal, but in this
type those which are in front are notdirected over
tee nostrils. The wings of both are of the same
general structure, put in this they are considerably
shorter, and reach buta litfi¢'way feyond the base of
the tail, while this latter memberd although equally
long, is considerably rounded. This partial resem-
blance between the two genera e nds to the feet ;
the hind-toe of both are alilke, an fully developed ;
but in Dicriirus it is s long, while in Melasoma it
is much shorter, than the tarsus. In Doth, again,
the outer toe is connected to the middle, as far as
the first joint, but in this the two external toes are
equal, and the middle one considerably longer than
the hinder ; wheyeas, in Dicrurus the inner toe is
shortest, and the middle one nearly gqual to the
hinder. From this comparison we gather the fact,—
highly important to our view of the natural arfange-

_ment of this unique form,—that by the length of
the foot and the structure of the toes, Melasoma is
cnabled to walk upon the ground ; 4 faculty which
we know, both from analogy und collateral evidence,
is not possessed by the Drongo Shrikes.

’
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As to the plumage, nothing can’ be added to the
specific character.  The entire bird is of a deep and
uniform brownish black, without any variation of
tint ; the bill and legs are also the same,

Total length, 8% ; bill from the gape, {4 ; wings,
4; tail beyond, 3; from the base, 4} ; \arsus, G
hind-toe and claw, 3§ ; middle ditto, {%.

YELLOW.THRNATED S‘HORT- FOOoT,
HeewMornis flavieoiliz, Swarxs,

Olive-brown 4 pl‘ beneatli ; chin and part of the throat
pale yellow,

Westery A rrics, and the same parallels of Jatitude
in equinoctial India, abound in the Brachipodine,
or short-legired thrushes ; so strictly do they appear
confined to these limits, that not one has yet been
discovered to our knowledge in the New Werld,
or even in the warm latitudes of Australia. We
have already given many details én this group, and
characterized what appeared to be thefive leading
variations or sub-genera®. One of these we named
Hematornis. Nearly about the same time the same
name was proposed for what was considered a genus,
of Falco ;. but this supposed genus was not charae-
terized until long after the cppearance of our prior
definition.  As it is an admitted law of nomencla-
* North. Zuol. ii. p, 483,
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ture, that undefined names have no anthority, we
of course retain Hamatornis to the group before us,
on the double ground of priority of definition and of
demonstration.

The chief distinction between Brachypus and
Haematornis, is in the length of the tarsus; in the
first this part is just equal to the hind-toe and claw ;
whereas, in the latter, it is decidedly longer : thus
evincing an evident tendency to unite with Crate-
ropus, on the opposite side of the ciréle of the Me-
swlide. It is not surprising, therefore, that M.
Temminck, and other absolute dividers, who believe
that all natural gerneth are cut off from mutual con-
nexion, should have been sorely perplexed with
these aberrant thrushes ; and they have, conse-
quently, given such extension #o their artificial
genera, Twrdoides and Taos, as to make them con-
tain almost any thing andsevery thing. It would
have been far better, even’on their own views, to
have left the whole under the Linnman genus 7r-
dus.  Besides, the barbarous construction of those
two names, renders them quite intolerable, even
in an artificial system.

Our present species of Hamatoraiz is coloured
something like the bristle-necked thrushes 6F Aftica
( Trichophorus ). It is nearly o5 large as the song-
thrush; but the wings are shorter and the tail
long.er. The upper plumage is dark and uniform
olive brown ; thae feathers of the crown, ears, and
sides of the neck having grey borders, and the outer
margins of the quills, as well as the inner wing-
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covers, inclining to huff. The chin, and half-way
‘down the throat, is pale straw coloured yellow,
which graduates on the breast into a fulvous brown,
but Hitle lighter than the back. L

Total length, 10 inches ; bill from the gape, b s
wings, 49 ; tail beyond, 24 ; ditto from “the base,”
43 ; tarsus, 1; hind-toe and claw, 15 middle
ditto, 1.

AFRIGAN BRISTLE-BILL.

Dws.\ne&ah sywdactyla, Swarss, *

Olive-brown 3 th pale yellow 3 tail rudons ; wings with
the four first qul!l.s gredunteds, toes syndactyle.
Tue ver§ remarkable bird we are about to describe
is, to the ornithologist, one of the Mmost interesting
contained in this volume. Although slightly men-
tioned on a former occasion®, it has never yet been
described ; and indeed the only spetimen at present
known is in vur muoseumn. _It was received from
Sierra Léone, together with the other species intro-
duced in this volunwe, many years ago, by Mr. Bul-
lock, at whose sale ywe purchased the whole.
There cannot, in our opinion, be a doubt that
this bird is one of those conneeting Tinks by which
~the genera Dasyesphala and Trichophorus ave united.
* North. Zool, ii. p. 436,

2
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It exhibits, in short, some of  the typical characters
of each, and yet it is so equally connected to both,
that, for the present, we cannot determine to which
group it strictly belongs, ,To Dasyeephala it is re-
lated by its lengthened, straight, and abruptly hooked
“bill ; by % few incurved setaceous feathers and hairs
over the mnostrils; by the length of the tarsus and
of the middle toe ; and, by the great inequality be-
“tween the lateral toes. On the other hand, its
affinity to Z'rickophorus is shewn in'its compressed
bill, the structure of its wings, and its geographic
station. It is venal to_term a species possessing
*such a union of characters as those just described,—
a sub-genus, seeing that it doed not precisely agree
with the definitions of any group hitherto named.
But this mode of proceeding may be carried too far ;
a little consid#mtion will convince thgse who adopt
it, that in every nataral group there must be oscu-
lent or aberrant species, wathout which every genus
would be isolated. If there is no approach in struc-
ture from the species of one group to the species of
“another, there would not be that almost impercep-
tible gradation in nature which every one sees and
acknowledges.  Some limits, therefore, must be put
to the creation of sub-genera, and every effbrt should
bhe made, in the first instance, to ascertain the
station of such forms among their congeners, and
this can only be done by extensive analysis. In the
present instante Dasyeephala, according to the views
we have elsewhere published, is itself a sub-genus,
and such also is Trichophorus; it consequently
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fullows that any intervening forms, between these
two, must be looked upon only as aberrant species
cither of one or the other.

Having ulready noticed the chief peculiarities of
the bird before us, a few other particulars avill
sufice. The form of the bill is precisely that of.
Dasycephala®, except that the sides, and even the
base, are compressed, instead of being depressed ;
the bristles of the mouth are two-thirds the length of
the bill and are very strong ; while none can be dis-
tingushed (as in Trichophorus ) on the back of the
neck 3 the wings are moderate bug much rounded,
the four first quills being gmduntcd The middle
claw is much longer than in Dasycephala, and the
tneo first joints of the outer toe are connected to it ;
the claws are broad, much curved, and are obviously

“adapted alone for perching ; the tail is vounded ;
the tarsi smooth and pale,, witt the lateral and pos-
terior scales entire,

The colouring of the plumage is simple and quite
resembles that of Brachypus ( Homatornis) flavi-
colliz.  The ground colour of the upper plumage is
olive-brown ; the wings have a tinge, of ferruginous,
the tail and its upper covers are bright rufous, and
the ears ure as dark as the crown.  All the under
parts, from the chin to the vent, are straw colour,

« tinged with olive on the sidés of the breast and
flanks ; the bill is horp colour; pale on the under
mandible and on the aides of the upper.

*“The species nsed for | tlu- comparison is D, ryfeacent, the
sype of the group,
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Total length about 9} ; bill from the front T
wings, 4%; tail from the h.uu 4; tarsus, 1 lund-
toe and cla\\, ¥4 5 middle ditto, 5.

»

OLIVE BRISTLE-NECK.

< Tricophorns o(r'mc:owwa.uss.

Olive-groen & chin and paft f the Miroat pale yellow,

Tur three birds we are about tb describe, although
not attractive in their plumage, are yet remarkable
for the very singular peculiarity which gives rise
to their namg of Bristle-Necks, or Bristle-necked
Thrushes. The nudhal bistles, in ncarly all those
birds which possess them, are so shost and slender
as tu escape detection, unless the adjoining feathers
are carcfully raised and examined ; but, in the sub-
genus before us, these bristles are so much developed,
and are so long, that they often extend more than
an inch heyond the feathers of the nack. It is not
known for what especial purpose these btistles are
intended.  We doubt, however, the accuracy of the
assertion, that they are found in hoth sexes ; since
we believe they are connected with the process of
copulation, ard that they are only possessed, at least
in their greatest developement, by the females. »

The genus Tyichophorts was proposed by M.
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Temminck for thesecbirds, the first knowledge of
which he derived from some duplicates he received
from us during his visit to England in 1817 or 1818.
We have reason to think, also, that the * five”
species® he. mentions, as “ already known,” “are
what he tool to be the five species in our possession,
for he has only published that one which he re-
ceived from ue. The other tyo genuine species of
Tricophorus are described here, as we believe, for
the first time.

The species at présent before us, alhough resem:
pling 7. strigilatug, in haying !ellow on the throat,
is yet readily identified, bhaving the crown of the
head and the ears of the same olive-green colour
as that on the back ; the ears are the same, with a
pale line down the'shafts ; the body beneath, with
the sides of t4 neck and breast, arealso olive, but
with a yellower tinge, somewhait paler in the middle ;
the chin and greater part of the neck is straw-
coloured yellow, clear but pale, without any white
intermixed, and there is no grey whatever upon the
plumage. The tail has a shade almost imperceptible
of rufous, similar to what is seen in the two follow-
ing species. * The' nuchal bristles are snuch de-
velaped, thie longest measuring more than an inch.

Total length, 7 ; bill from the front, 15 ; wings,
3% ; tail beyond, 2; ditto from the base, 3} ; tar- .
sus, 1% ; hind-tpe and claw, .

%, Thess othor two arg probably our Dasgeephala rga dactylie,
* Hamatornis Aavieolliz, and the three Tricopdori here described.
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Tricophorus gularis, SWAINS.
.

Above olive; beneath, in the middle of tho body, yellow ;
crown, blackish brown 3 cars, grey ; chin and throat, pure
* white, -
Tae pure white on thg .chin gnd throat of this
‘hitherto unrccorded‘spccics distinguishes it, at first
sight, from the two preceding’ Its size is inter-
mediate, between that of strigilatus and olivaceus,
being less than the former afid larger than the
latter, and im all three the feathers pn the throat
are equally developed®, =+  *
The colouring has a general resemblance to that
of the two species already described, and yet there
are slight although distinctive variations. The
upper part of the head is dark sepia brown, which
assumes a greyish tinge on the ear-feathers, the
shafts ofewhich ave paler; the chini and halfway
down the throat, is pure white; the Dreast and
middle of the body clear but pale yellow, and the
sides and flanks are of the same olive-green as the

* It is quite olear thad Professor Temminek had not exa-
mined the other specica he allades to, for he states that this
clisracter is pecaliar alone to his 7% barbatus, whercas it iy
general in all the three species,

-
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back ; the wings and tail are the same, but darker,
while the tips and inner margins of the lateral tail-
feathers are pale yellowish, similar to those of the
other species; the space between the eye and bill
is light grey, and the infer wing-covers yéllow.

Total length near &; bill, from the front, % ;
wings, 3% ; tail beyond, 14 ; ditto from the base,
3} ; tarsus, % ; hind toe and claw, %%

-

STRIPE-BI&‘.AST.;Bﬁ BRiSTLE-NECK.
Tracophorus strigilatus, SWAINS. *

-
Olive, striped on the Greast and body with grey 3 chin and
part of the throat yellow, obseuely striped with white ;
crown dark, varied with olive mnngny. <

Tr. tarbatus, Pl Col. pl. 89,

Coxsmenring that in a group of birds like this,
where the species so closely resemble each other,
their specific names should more particularly be
appropriate, or at least not calculdted to lead into
error, w6 have been induced to describe this under
the name of strigilatus rather than that of bardbatic ;

* The bird here deseribed by Mr. Swainson seems to he
the sume with the 7 'W,.f Plate 127 of ¥ Ornithologi-
cal osteatione™ « 7 castancus, genis griseis, pula alba,
prefore abdomigegus*mediis fi tibus, caplle supra rifescens,
ricdu valide vibrissato,” The cifien there deseribed wos
« purchased, and was supposed to come from India; we have
since received it from Sierra Loone,—W. J.

’
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for although M. Temminck, who had his gpecimen
from us, states that it is distinguished from its con-
geners by unusually large feathers on the throat,
and therefore calls it darbatus, this statement,
nevertheless, is by no means correct, for these en-
larged feathers are equally conspicuous both in
7. olivaceus and gularis. The name, therefore,
being founded in palpable error, appears to us not
fit to be retained.

The chief distinction of this bird.is the striped
plumage of the throat and breast ; for although the
chin and part of the throat seems to be pure yellow,
yet it will be found that esch featiser is almost white
in the middle. M. Temminck has not noticed this,
and his description is so imperfect in other respects,
that we shail now endeavour to amend it.

Size of a small thrush. General colour of the
back, ‘wings, dnd tail dark olive-green, with a very
slight tinge of ferruginous on the latter part. Head
and neck dark brown, each feather haying a shade
of light grey around it; this brown gradually be-
comes olive on the interscapulars and the remain-
ing parts of the plumage, where there is no grey
whatever. The chin, and a little way down the
throat, is"pale or canary-coloured yellow ;, the fea-
thers being somewhat larger than usual, but not
particularly so, and each are so pale in the middle
as to be almost pure white ; the ears are grey-brown,
cach feather being striped with duky yellow; the
lower part of the ek, the breast, and nearly the
whole of the body is olive, nearly as dark as the
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Diack, but each feather is grey in the middle, and
the shafts are of a still lighter grey ; the flanks and
belly are like the back, but the under wing and
tail-covers, ag also the under side of the tail are all
paler and more fulvous; the tips of the tail-feathers
are pale fulvous, but without any defined spot or
mark.

The nuchal bristles do not spring,’ as they have

been represented by M. Temminck,* from the crown
of the head, but from the nape of the neck, and
appear to be arranged in two fascicles, one on each
side, each containing three or four of unequal length;
the longest measuling about ore inch and a quarter.
~ Tt may here be remarked that not only this, but
the other two species now deseribed, have the fea-
thers on the crown of the head equally if not more
lengthened than those on the chin and throat, so
that they form, in the living bird, 4 decided crest,
capable of being raised or depressed at pleasure.
Total length, 8} ; bill from the front nearly yi ;
wings, 4% ; tail beyond, 2} ; ditto from the base,
4; tarsus, % ; hind-toe and claw, .

* Pl Col. pl. 88. -



CLIMBING LEAFLOVE,
Phyllastrephus scandens, SWAINS,
PLATE XXX.

Olive above ; fulvons white beneath ; crown, ears and front,

. light cincrons 3 quills, rump and tail, ferruginons ; frontal
feathers short. rather stiff, and slvancing on the hill;
claws broad and mijch erooked.

wn

- .
Le Varmant, whose remarks on the habits of the
birds hie procured in Southern Africa are always
interesting and often valuable, describes, under the
name of Le Jabotour*, a very singular thrush,
plain in colour,. but curious in its economy. It lives
in little partics of five or six, which he always found
busily employed in exploring the ground under
close and entangled thickets, turning over the dead
léaves, both with the bill and feet, in search of
worms and ground-insects ; each individual of the
party keeping up a querulous note of its own, dif-
ferent fromx that of each of its companions, lhese
birds were rarely seen to perch ; while, from being
almost hid in such situations, and the colour of
their plumage so exactly agreeing with that ofthe
withered leaves around them, they yvere very diffi-
cult to procure. '

The bird we are now to (escribe is certainly

* Ois. d"Afrique, it pl 112, fig. 1, (Ph, terresteis, Swains).
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related to the Jalotewr of Southern Africa, but it
differs sufficiently in the structure of its feet to
make us believe it is rather a scansorial than a
terrestrial bird. In the long bristles ofs the gape
we have one of the characters of the Trickopriori,
or bristle-necked thrushes, and of Dasyeeplalus ;
while the affinity of this most interesting species to
the latter is shown by the frontal feathers heing
directed forwards, as if to protect the base of the
bill. Without this union of the characters belonging
both to Dasycephalus and Phyllastrephus, the two
genera would be dislocated ; with it, their union, in
our opinion, may be pronounced perfect. To the
scientific ornithologist, in short; this is the nf®st in-
teresting bird contained in our volume.,

The chief peculiavity is in the feet; as the bill,
wings, and til are completely those of the Jaboteur.
The tarsus, although it' excéeds the hind toe, is
comparatively rather shorter than in P. terrestris,
but more robust; the middle toé is also shorter,
%0 that it becomes of the same length as the hind
toe, a conformation which at once proclaims its
scansorial use, This is further confirmed by the
superior‘_strchgth, curvature, and breadtk of all the
claws, so that at first sight the bird might be taken
for an American gnabates. The rictal bristles are
more than half the length of the hill, but the nostrils
are nearly naked, The frontal feathers, as before
observed, are short, compact, rigi&, directed for-
wards, and repose’ npon the base of the bill ; the
lateral scales are entire, the anterior nearly so, since,
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although there are four divisions, the sutures are
quite smooth ; the tail is semi-transparent and
rounded, and of that peculiar texture and form
which bel'mgs to Anabatss.

the immediate passage from a terrestrial to a
climbing species of the very same sub-genus can
be proved natural, both from analogical reasoning
and from undeniable fact. The manners of Ph.
terrestrie, as described by Le Vaillant, are those of
a rasorial bird ; a hen, for example, which scratches
and throws ahout leaves, straw, &c. “ both with its
bill and feet,” while searching for its food. This is
the liar habit of rasorial types, such as we see
in mfaﬂn‘p’m& tervestris, and every one knows
that the sccnsorial and the rasorial forms are but
representutions of each other.

Nor are we anprepared with proofs af this theory
drawn from recorded tacts. The Accentor modularis,
" or hedge-sparrow, is a cotmterpart of Fh. terrestriz;
both Tive in the same way, and seek their food
on the ground under thickets and among fallen
leaves; and both also are followed by species
which are absolutely scansorial. ' The A. alpina, as
Dr. Thackary observed®, ean creep round the but-
fresses and projections of a building “ very much
in the manner of 4 tree-creeper.” This scansorial
power, we have not the slightest doubt, belongs also
to'our Ph. scandens. 1t is impossible that two cases
can be more analogou_.

* Communicated through my fricd Profossor Henslow of
Cambridge,
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But that this uniop of the rasorial and the scan-
zorial habits may be rendered perfectly unquestion-
able, we shall now cite an instance where they are
actually united in the, same bird! Wilson, in
dcscnbmg the Pine-creeping-warbler, (" Mnio: ‘ilta
;nmu, Swains.”) says, “it runs along the bark of
the pines; sometimes alighting and jheding on the
ground, and almost always, when disturbed, flying

.up and clinging to the trunks of ke itress;” and
again, “these birds are casily known by their man-
ner of rising from the ground and aligliting"—not
on the brnnches,',bnt—;‘f'on the Zody of the tree.” '
Here, then, is a bird, belonging to the scansorial
sub-genus of Sylvicola, which nevertheless feeds also
upon the ground like & rasorial type. |

It now remaing only to describe the plumage of
this remarkable species. The uppyr part of the
head as far as the nape ds cllar cinereous, which
becomes paler on the sides and ears and changes to
dull white on the chin and halfway down the
throat ; beyond the nape the colour of the upper
part of the neck and 'back is light olive, as”are
the wing-covers, bus this assumes a buff tinge on
the rump and finally ~becomes clear ﬁ:rruginom
or light &innamon, colour on the tail ; the quills are
darker and more ofian olive-brown, the inner webs
being Black with a narrow edging of buff on the
basal half inside. The under plumage is buff-white,
deepest on the flanks and under tad covers, which
almost assimilate tu the pale ferruginous of the

* See also Northern Zool. ii. p, 205,

YOL. VII : FFP
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under parts of the tail-featler; the inner wing-
covers are like the flanks; the hill and claws are
very light, the culmen only being brown ; the feet
in the drigd specimens are discoloured, but they are -
protably light brown,

Total iength, 93 ; bill, 1; wings, 415 tail, from
the base, 4} ; tamsus, 1% ; hind toe and claw, §;
middle ditto, %. .

&

o , ~
BROAD-/AILED BABBLER.
‘ Conteropus plalycincus, SWAINS.
“ .
Brgwm ¢ body benesth paler; head, nesk and throat blackish-
brown, each feather heving o light edge: tail fan-shiaped,
Leoad, and brownish-black. -~ ‘

» .

Ixos. plebejus 2 Ruppell, Atlas, pl.23.

Tute Great-footed Thrushes, or Babblers, form one of
the chief divisions of the Merulidw or Thrush
family ; equivalent to that of the ehort-footed race
which we have just left. They are at once known
by their wery large and robust feet, the equality of
the two lateral toes, and the slight' curvature of the
claws, Their haunts apd manners are likewise
very differeng ; instead of living entirely among the
thick folinge of trees, these birds frequent the
ground, chiefly in wrarshy situations, and seldom
perch but among reeds and aquatic shrubs. Al the
species and subordinate types that have yet been
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digcovered are from the warm latitudes of the old
world ; excepting one®, the Donacobius vociferans.
which is peculiar to America.

Independent of the foregoing characters which
separate Brackipus from Crateropus, the two groups
are almost perfectly alike in the shape of their
bills and the formation of their wings and tail.
The Iatter, however, in Craterepus, is always much
larger and broader, while the bill is either entire
or very slightly, instead of very dvq;lv notehed.

The bird now berore us is the size of an ordinary
thrush, with the 'bill cousiderabiy compressed and
perfectly entire; the nostrils arc naked, and the
rictal bristles reach only to the aperture. The tail,
although not very long, is f.m-slmped and remark-
ably broad, the feathers meaguring pearly one inch
across. The feet are very large, and the wings are
shorter than the uppcr covers of the tail.

The whole plumage is of a sepia brown, chang-
ing to light-grey on the rump, and from the breast
- downwards, where it,is even lighter; the tail, on
the contrary, is almost blackish, partxculaﬂy towards
the end, where it is darker than the wings. The
cars, space before the eyes, and tip of the chin, are
hoary, or grey-white and unspotted, but all the rest of
the head, neck, and throat-feathers are dark brown,
with a pale edging, which gn—es to thén a scale-like
appearance ; the belly or vent is inclined to white,
and the flanks and under tait-covers to buff. The

* Zool. Moy, ii. pl. 72, Sco also D. allolincatus, d'Orbigny,
pl. 12, a socond species, ko,
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chief specific distinction, hotever, is the dusky
white margin of the feathers on the head, neck,
and throat, which from their semicircular form have
a very pectiliar and distinct Appearance.

" Total lgngth, 9% ; bill from the gape, 1% ; wings,
45%; tarsus, 14% ; hind toe and claw, + ; middle
ditto, 1% ; tail from the base, 4}.

= . °
% BLACK-CROWNED BABBLER,

Crateropus reinwardii; SwAINs.
A4

Aboye grey 3 heneath paler; wings and thil brown, with shades
of transverso dagler linc% ; head god ears blygl; chin pure
white 3 throat with dogsy spgts.’

, Cratoropus Relowardii, Zool, Iilust. 35, pl. 90-

Waex we first described and figured this bird in
the second series of the Zoolegical Hlustrations, we +
gave it us a natiye of India upon the information
of the Pnr.isi:m collectors.  Whether, this Aabitaz
may be correct or not we cannot determineg but it
is certain that the two specimeng we have recently
received from Senegal are perfectly the same as that
"we formerly d¥scribed.

This species,ereadily distinguishe® by the deep
black covering of its head atl egrs, is altogether a
larger bird than the Crateropls platycircus ; the
tail is longer, but the feathers are narrower; and
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the DLill, instead of "eing perfectly entire, has a
small nearly obsolete indenture at the tip of the
upper mandible ;' the legs are longer in proportion,
and the claws not so much ecurved, thus fointing it
out as a more typical example, o Z

The ground colour of the general plumage is a
light brownish grey, becoming much paler on the
under parts, with the wings and tail dark sepia
brown. Theschin, and about half-way down the
throat, is pure white, but all the rest of the head, ears,
and nape are of a deep black ; the lover part of the
throat and breast % light grey,-but each feather has,
a darker stripe in the middle, which gives it the
appearance of being spotted. The tail is rather long,
broad, and myich younded ; and, together with the
tertial quills, has an appearance of being crossed
by transversé dusky lines, whep held in particular
lights. The feathers in the middle of the back are
lengthened, and are all pure whitz at their base ;
the bill is black and the lege pale.

It might be suspected that this was the male of
the last species described, but the difference of their
respective gizps, and in other pomts of (heu- struc=
ture already noticed, renders this supposition highly
improbable.

Total length, 10} bill, 175; wings, 4% ; tail
beyond, 3 ; from the base, 5 ; tarsus, 1} ; hind-toe
and elaw, % ; *middle ditto, lﬁ, .

It is clearly imppssible to ‘identify the two last
birds, from the confused mass of descriptions of
dea' found in the systems.



BLACK-WINGED BABBLER.
Cratoropus atyipenis, SWAINS,

Rufous ; wings and tail black ; hoad and neek hooded with
greyish whito, bordered by black ; tail sbort,
INLY one specimen of this new and remarkable bird
has yet come under our insgection. and we therefore
conclude it is particilarly rare. Its form also, no
less than its colours, has some peculiarities. In its
general structure it closely resembles the two pre-
ceding species; that is, in the shape of the bill,
winge, feet, and tail; but the latter member, com-"
paratively, is very Short; for it does not extend
beyond the wings more than one inck and a half.
Hence, at first sight, it seeths so closely allied to
Timalia thoracica®, Swains., a¢ even to enter into
that genus. The great distinction, howeven, of
Timalia, is its remarkably short and rounded wings ;
so short, indeed, that they barely reach to the base
of the tail. In the bird before us, this character
does not exist ; the wings, althongh much rounded,
and very broad, are quite those of Cratfropm, and
reach to half the length of the tail ; the inner toe is
also rather shurter than the outer, “and the claws
(especially the hind one) vexy broad and fully

* Temminck deseribes this bird a8 a Pifa, with which
genus, however, T consider it has no sor* of mhtlunslup.
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hooked. In Timaliathoracica, on the contrary, the
lageral toes are of equal length and the claws slen-
der and much less curved.  The first of these forms
indicates arboreal habits, the second gerrestrial.
In this the bill is less arched above, and the tip
notched ; but in that the latter character does not*
appear. On these considerations we place our bird
in the present group; leaving for future inquiry the
question of «lm-tt affinity bet\w-en this and Timalia
thoracica.

In size this species is rather less than a starling s
it is,at once lngwn fgom all its congeners by a
greyish-white hood, which completely covers the’
head, nape, cars, fore part of the neck, and termi-
nates abruptly just above the breast; the space be-
tween the bill and the eye is black, and this colour
forms a deep shade all round"the sides of the hood
as just mentioneds The wilgs, tail, and finter-
scapulars are blackish brown ; the rest of the plu-
mage, both above and below, being”of the ddrkest
rufous or chestnut, of the same oolour, although less
bright, as that which tinges the corresponding parts
of Timalia thorasica; the bill is yellow; the feet
brown ; and ¢he claws pale.  The feathars of “the
back aré’remarkably long and soft, much more so
than in the bird justmentioned ; tail rounded, broad,
and soft,

<Total length, 815 bill, 1; wings, 4} ; tail beyond,
1%; ditto from tho base, 3% ; snnsut"l-, - hind-too
and claw, 1; xmddh:‘dmo, 1%
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5
ORIOLE BABBLER.

Cralertpis ordolides, SWAINS.
PLATE XXXL

blh'c; boncath vellow 5 white and nck with a black hood 5
the feathers edged with silvery white, and scale-like,
Tae singular bird we are now to describe is very
common on the Western Coast of Africa, but secms
never to have been found in any other region®. Tts
structure is so peculiar, that we cannot at present
venture to offr any dafinite opinion on its actual
position in the farmily. Tt certainly has a closer
affinity to the Babblers than to any ofaer group of -
thrushes, but whether it forms part of that circle,
or enters among the Orioles, i very doubtful. Tt is,
indeed, with much hesitation that we retain it under
the generic namé of Crateropus, for its slender and
lengtheneq bill is altogether peculiar. Tt seems inti-
mately related to Donacobina, the only representa-
tion of the Babblers in the New World. But for its
feet, it might be taken for a Meliphaga, while its
* We pomsess tix or soven specimens of this bird (or,at
Teast, w0 fir as we can judge feem Mr, Swainson's dmwing
ungd  deseription, one very closely lfied) from Southern

Afrion, They were reccived from®ifferent eolloctors, aud
wither one or two specimens from Dr. Smith—W. J.
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colours and nest® are those of the Orioles. The
minute analysis which is requisite to assign to all
these resemblances their due weight, and td’explam
them, has not yet been entered upon, and we there-
fore merely allude to them as esplanatory of our
reasons for not proposing a sub-generic griup whiche
cannot be demonstrated. We may here observe,
that we can find no description among the hundreds
of birds crowded into the Linnwan genus Turdus,
which will enable us to identify either this or the
following species as haying been prcnously deseribec.

The tofal length of thxs bird gxeeéds that of the
golden oriole on fccodnf of -its longer tail, but the
bady is much smaller and its whole proportions more
gracile.  The bill is slender; a little curved, and
very much resembles that of a Mt#phaga, the
nostrils also are somewhat lengthened although their
structure is that of-Crateropuss the upper mandible
of the bill i3 entire, the commissure arched, and
the margins beyond the base inflected. The svings
are very short, and the tail is much graduated. The
lateral toes are equal,”and the hind one with the
claw very large.

The upper ylumagomolxve-yellow, which extends
also to the flanks, sides of the body, vent, and thighs,
where it has a mare fulvous tinge. The whole of
the head and the neck, as far down as the breast, is
deep black; all the feathers, except those on the
breast, being edged more or lgss with silvery white,
particularly on the cars and upper neck ; and this

* See Narthern Zoology, il.
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edging produces a scale-like appearance. The mid-
dle of the bedy beneath, the edges of the wings,
and the under wing-covers are bright yellow. Bill
black ; legs pale.

Total length, 8% inches; bill rather more than 1;
wings, 3} ; tail, 4; tarsus, 1; hind-toe and claw, {%.

GREATER WUITE-CROWNLD ROCK—THRUSH
Petrocincla Ieucovepc, Swuxa.

Above brown ; beneath and lateral tajl-fenthers rufous ; front,

crown, and nape, white ; the feathers with a narrow black-

White-crowned Thrush. Zath, Gen. Hist. v. 101,
Tae Rock Thrushes, forming the genuc Petrocincla,
are the representatives of the stone-chat warblers in
their own family circle ; and the analogy is so strong,
that some recent authors have confounded the one
with the other. . Like the red-starts ((Phamicura),
which they likewise represent, most of the species
have rufous on their bodies and tnil, with some
portions of the head white ; the wings are always
rounded, and not, like those of the true thrushes,
pointed ; the tail also is more or less gradudted
~ while in: the génuine thrushes it is even. None o
this genus have yet been fouad in America, al
though it is abundant in Africa and Asia.
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The present- speci«;s is remarkable for its size, no
less than for its conspicuous white crown, It might
be at first mistaken for one of the mosk-birds
( Orpheus ), but its bill is that of a genuine thrusk,
i. e. short and notched.

Although this is by no means an nnco:‘hmon bird
at Senegal, its description only appeared in the Jast
work of Dr. Latham, under the name of the White-
crowned Thrush. Tt is clear, however, that more
than one spcies is there spoken of ; the smaller
one being probably our next, whxcb very much
re«emblos this in_jits general coloyrs.”

The size of our prcsent speties is equal to that of
a small thrush, but the tail makes it appear longer.
The whole top of the head, from the ngstrils to even
beyond the napep is white ; each feather hzmng a
narrow blackish line on its argint and another in
the middle much stronger, E«t this latter can only
be perceivod when the feathers are mised. This
white patch reaches,con each side, to the edge of
the upper eye-lid, and is not, as in the next species,
confined to a stripe in the middie of the crown.
The ears, sides ofi the head, and neck,—the upper

part of, thesback, thé wings, and the two middle
tml-f%ihem, are all of a deep uniform hrown ; and
* there is a small spot of the same colour, as Dr. La-
tham ‘well observes, at the' tip of the chin. The
whole of the under parts; as well as the rump, upper
covers, and lateral tail-feathers, me of o deep buff
or nifons orange.  The outer tailfesther on each
side has a narrow external margin of Lrown at its
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terminal half. Bill black; legs pale. The fifth
quill is the longest, and reaches the length of the
under t-.il-covers.

» Total length nearly 10 inches ; bill from the gape,
1; wings, 46 ; tarsus, 14 ; hind-toe and claw,
76, tail fiom the base, 5.

LESSER WHITE-CROWNEM THRUSH.

o (4]

Petrocincla ;rl(dmpv'lla, SWAINS,

PLATE XXXII

v

Abave cinoreousbrown 3 Benesth, and lateral fail fentiiors,
rufous s ears, front, and sides of the lead, black ; stripe in
the mj of the crown white ; nuchal collar rufous.

Tas elegant little thrush is very considerably smaller

than the last, which it so much resembles, being not

much longer than seven inchés. It is also a much

TATer £pecies ; whilc.{ by its close affinity with our

Petrocincla_rociferans® and superciliosat, it esta-

blishes the natural gerierie union of thesé threo

birds, which, in many respects, so closely resemble
their prototypes, the red-starts and the stone-chats

( Sazicola).

* Turdus vogiferans, Zool. Til., i. p 180.—The Reclam-
metr of Lo Valll, Ols, d*Af, iis. pL 104,
+ Le Jantredrio, Lo Vaill, Ols. d°Af. i, pl. 117,
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Independent of the great difference in the sizes
of this and the last, the present species,may be
known by the back and wing-covers beiny dark
cinereous instead of brown, by the white of the
crown being confined to a stripe down its centre,
and by the rufous of the throat being ‘extended '
round the back of the neck, so as to furm a nuchal
collar, which borders the termination of the black
and" white on the head ; there is also no brown on
the chin, and fhe sides of the head and cars are deep
black, instead of brgwn. The wings only reach ad
far as the upper tpil-coxeps 5 the il is black, and
the feet dark brown. g

This" species measures from seven inches and a
quarter to seven and three-quarters, accqrding to the
greater or less coniraction of the neck. On each
side of the head is & broad stripe of blaak, which com-
mences in front of the head at ‘he nostrils, and ex-
tends to the nape,—it includes not only the ears but
the eye, which is placed nearly in tite middle bf it ;
following this, and in the centre of the crown, is a
white stripe which terminates at the nape, but which
leaves a black spacc between it and the eye; these
stripes are cut off, as it were, from the grer colour of
the back,'by a collar formed by a continuation of the
rufous on the necl The hack, wing-covers, and
edges of the quills are deep cinereous, which colour
graduates into buff-orange on the upper tail-covers.
The whole of the under plumage, from the chin
downwards, is bright and uniform buff-orange or
orange-rufous, and the lateral tail-feathers are the
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same ; the middle pair and margin of the outermost
being darke brown as in the preceding species.

Bill from the gape, % ; wings, 3y ; tarsus, 1;
hind-toe and claw, ; ; tail, 3},
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