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CHAPTER L

CAGES.

Trz ingenuity and skill of man are so vast aml varied, and the success
which has beon altained in the nrt of cage making is eo prodigions and
wonderiul, that it wonld be o 'task of no inconsidernliln difficulty to any
peraon to attompt bo givo anything approzimating to o full and Ineid
dezeription of all the diffevent patberns of cagos that are to be met with
in this country : nor do I propose to attempt nuy such feaf, but simply to
give o descriphion of those which I consider best ndapted to the wants
sand requirements of the times: fur cages can bo mot with of overy con.
ceivable form nnd size, from the gize of an overgrown mousetenp to that
of a mgderately - comfortable aparbment—that is, so far as length and
height nze to be considered—and In form they may be procured from that
of o common frlox to o ministure 1::\1'-:-5151-:1[:1.[-‘_-:.1; of the Cevatnl Palaee
at Svdenlien, T have seon eages of almost every conecivable patiern,
representing coltages, abboys, eastles, eathodrals, nnd palaces, with fine
finted columns, porticoss with pediments, staingd gliss windows, &e., rich
and varied in design, and ie every concewsable style of um}uhn_{u_m
inelnding Gothie, Doric, nnd Tonie, and disploying greal taste and mar.
vellons :noch"m]c 1l 8k JJ1 Cages of this deseription are genemally the
production of eome ingepions nnd industrions fancier, and, whilst T
admire thom as works of art and masterpioces of workmanship, T regrot T
ennngt recommend them to the public; for, with very fow exeaptions, all
such cages lack thal most essontiasl requirement, otility. Every con-
sider®ion of comfort sl convenicnee is saorificed to carry out the design
it its entirety, apd bence mony of these coges are, despite ilisir oxtornal
grandeur, meve dungeons for eanarics and other bieds. Novertheless I
am a groaf advecate for handrome cagos, bot what T adinire most s
artistie ekill, combived with elogance of design, practiesl utility, nnd
sound substantinl workmanship ; for [ consider & good bivd worthy of &




goad caze, npon the samo principle ng I contend that a good pioturs is
desorving of o pood frame,

1t is tho highost ambition of somo fanciers to possesa high-class birds,
and, so long as thoy sueeced in nccomplishing this ebject, thoy enre little
a3 to what kind of tumble-down, broken, twisted, riclety, rusty, patehed-
up enges thoy keep thom in, They appear to go upon ®e principle of
the buecolic Scopsmnn, who, 8o long as be received good victuels, did not
earp in what fashion they wore served ; whoreas an epicure—whieh in this
instamee T will eompare with o ponuing lover of birds—is gencrally ns
perticnlar about the manner in which his viends are servod as be is cbout
the wviands themselves. I have heard it said thot lalf the enjoyment of
a good dinner s the way it is placed on the table, and in erder to enjoy
& good bird T consider it ought to be seen in o suitablo cage; and 1 frel
confident thet all teun lovers of thoso prebty little choristers will agree
with me.

I consider it n gross insult to good taste to place birds of undoubied
excollenes nnd merit in coges which aro not worth ns many pomes os
their occupants are worth pounds. Besides, o good, wall-mado cage will
outlast o dozen flimsy commen ones, to say nothing of the difforence io
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nppoarnnes.

Cage Making.—If you have s latent tendency for the mechnnical in

yonr composition, and aro possesscd of a little ingennity oz well, you

I ouly require paticnce, parsoverance, and practice o enablo you to becomo
: your own cige manufncturer, It is o tedious oopupation, to be sare, and
] more particolurly a0 to those, I shonld imagine, who aro not faucicrs
: themsolves; but rith o gennine love for birds, and your cotansinsm

wound np to fever heat, it s pstonishing what foents of entorprize and
gkill you enn acgomplish.

1f you reselve to make o trial of your talents in this direction, I would
advisa you, in order that you moy have a fair chance of succoss, to rig up
a temporary bench to work at. A strong old table, or botier still, & good
old Ietehen drosser, which may nsually be had for o triflo at o sale by
auction, will answer the purpess admirably. Fit on to this what is ealled l
in joiner's vermacular ©a bench lug 1*—that iz, o picce of wood project-
ing from tho loft-hand cornce of the beneh, in front, say from Gin, to 12in-
in length, and fastencd to a picce of stont wood forming an orm from
tho under part of the top of the bench ; it must bo set at an acute angle,
and appenr as in Fig. 1. This is to hold tha wood you desire to plane in
un upright position. You will likewise requira an angulr pieco of Mroed,
called o plug, to fix it firmly between the bench and thoe “log " (sco
Fig.2). The board to bio operated upon with this pontrivance must bo
placed on edge next tho bonek, and the plog pot in between it aud the
lug, and wedged tight with & weoden mallot. When you wish to plgno
the fiat sorfoce of the board, you ‘will need o small iron hook driven
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well into the bench with the point projecting townrds you ; you fix the
end of the board with the hook, and it keeps it steady during the opera-
tion. There are proper contrivanees for this purpose, but n gmpll hook
would be all that would be needed in eago-making,

In addition to & beneh you would require n sot of tools ps follows @
Three saws—g handsaw, a dove-tail saw, snd o key-holo snw, and if youn
intend to make ornnmental cornices to your eages, n small framo-sew ns
well ; two planes at loast, n smoothing plane and a teving plane, and, if
vou like, o * juck ** plang for vough work beside; and I would likewize
recoramend you to get two grooving planes, to * groove and fomuue’ the
boards which form the back of the cage. These planes are known in the
trade as a * pair of ploughs," and aro of different sizes nceording to the
thickness of the wood for whicll they sre roquired ; when for Lin. deals
they are called lim.
Mongliz, and &0 on.
Glun in tho * tongue,”
and this will leave mo
apecture or recepiacle
[or bird vermin to cnter
and conceal themselves.
You will require o
EQUATE, L gANge, A pair
of compasses, o 24in.
role, & spokeshave, o
few chisels, o sione to
harpen  them upon; o
brace and four bits, {in,,
yin., fin., and. lin; o
eouple of hammers of
difforent  gizes, o fow
brad-awla, (commonly
called prickera), nud n fow gimlets of vavious sizes, o wooden malled,
two poirs of plices (ome pair of which must bo wire cuttors), o pair of
pinchors, & hand-viee, a stout pocketlmife, a glue-pot, and, if you take
my advice, nn instroment called o “ sash Bllister,’” nsoed for what ia tech-
nically termed *° rabbiting"—that is, to let the back of tho eage flush
with the ends the same az will be observed in the back of a chest of
drawgrs, &e., ns this plan likewise nssists to keep out the parasites,
for T find thoy evade cages where good lodgings are not procurable. Get
o supply of glags and emery paper, wood end wire, nails, flaws, and seraws
of various sizes, o piece of chalk, and & stont lead pencil, and yor cught
to be theronghly equipped for the business of cage-making.

*Do wot let the formidable srray of tools which I have enumerated
frighten you from on attempt at making cages, for there is no ncoessity

e L. =
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to purchaso the whelo of the articles mentioned nt an fronmonger’s shop,
unless you can afford to do so and forl so disposed, ns you can geneeally
meot with mest of fhe tools at o furniture dealer's storo nt a modernte
prioe, espocially if wou live in n lnrge town; and, beside, you ean fro-
quently pick op a few of them ot lenst, ot some sales by suclion, for o
mMers ong. .

The best wood for the tops, bottoms, backs, snd ends of breeding
cages is American pine, from half an ipeh to five-cighths thick in the
rough, and well sensoned (purchase it from o well-established timber mer-
chant, if poszible), so that when ft iz dressed it will be redoced to
abont three-cighths of an inch in thickness, For the fronts, use hard
wood, cither oak, teak, rosewood, mabogany, or walnot; the two last-
pomed kinds are what I prefer myself, and whon woll dressed off and
nicely polished thoy lock really superb. Tho ends, tops, and bottoms of
the cages ought to bo stained aod varnished ; but I will treat upon this
part of the subject more fully horenftor. Blake tho body of the cage first,
measore off the timber and cut it to the sizes required, then proceed to
dress it, fit it, and lastly put it scourcly together. Having satisfactorily
accomplished this, eut owt the wood for the front of the enge, and not
o2 before divected ; if you decide upon nsing wood rails or bars, as shown
in Fig. 4, it will be advisable to male them ready for wiring bofore yon
fix them pormanently. This is n most important fonture in cnge making,
for if yon do nob have the holes exactly in o lino with ench other, in the
top, bottom, pnd bars, the wires will bo 4hrown out of & perpendicnlar
line, and will in consequence be offensive to the oye. Compasses arp
mostly uzed for measuring off tho holes, but they are apt to gef com-
prosscd or extended if not handled with consmmmate care, in which easg
they wonld be sure to mislend yom; therefore you will find it better to
use 8 good stont two.pronzed table fork, with tho prongs nbont balf an
inch apart, ns o gaoge for sobting off the eorrect distancea bhetween tho
wires. IE yom prefer wire bars to wood ongs, as ghewn in Fig. 3, yon
will find the task of boring less diffienlt; still you canmob be too par-
ticular in the, performance of this part of the work, and the difforonce
in appearance botwict a well-wired engo and ono enrvclessly and slovonly
executed iz immonsa.

It 15 better to make the comparticents of the breeding cagos o little oo
large than too small; the birds geb more room for exercise, and the air
is not 5o linble to beecome vitiated as it is in & too cironmscribed space,
If you can managa to * dove-tail™ tha tops, bottoms, nnd ends of the
cajres together, by oll means do g6 ; if you are unable o accomplish this
feat, try to *rabbit’ them together ; failing in this, likewise, nae glno in
addition to flaws or serews, to fasten them topether, a3 it will moke closor
joints, and therehy prevent eroviees being left, which must by all means hp
avoided, na they only serve ns harbours of refuge for bird vermin. If the
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wood Fou uso i3 not well seasoned, the tops or backs may poskibly
“gpring ' a litkle, cepeeially il the eapes are exposed to o strong heat,
cither from n five o the diveet rays of tho eun in summer time. I such
an event shonld bappen, bo suve to take thom off the frat time you cleap
the eages out and refit them.

Breeding Cgres.—The single compnriment broeding eage, ghovm in
Fig. 8, s well adepted for Yorkshire faney, Mancheslor coppys, &o., nnid
may, if desived, bo nsed for the smaller varieties, such 13 lizards, Norwiel
faney, &o. Tho dimenslons aro as follows: ontsido messuroment—
length, 20in. s height, 16in. ; width, 10in.; tho main front stay (bottom)
is 34in. deep ; throo quartors of an inch of which represents tho front of
the * falso bottom * or deaw board; the top stay is 2in, in depth; the
wires forming the fromt of the cage aro fixed into those sfays; the
seed hopper is 4in. long and 2iin. wide, and 2in. decp in that portion

¥ which forms the trongh,

the sides extending Sin.
=1 higher, and tapering
: away to a quarter of an
inch, forming aun ncute
angle. A norrow groove
must be made on ecach
gido of tho outer edga of
these, which admits of a
picee of glazs being put
in ; this forms a cover to
HE . keep out the dirt from
: tho seod ; it likewise

provents the bieds thrav-
ing the sced over the
hopper, nnd enables you
to son without removiug
it when o fresh sapply i required. An egg drawer, 21in. wide amd
Jin. long, made of tin, with either a tin, wood, or brass {ronf, must
bo placed in tho end of the cage, about din, from tho fromt, or
immedistely in the contro; it is immatorinl which. A drinking
{rough made of tin, zine, or sheet irom can be hung on the front of
the mainstay, or a pglass trough used if preferred, but by all means
do ugt nae thosa tall plapas fountzins ; the water soon hecomos furbid
and fonl in them; they ore perfoct ahominations, AE the opposite
sida to the water trongh hook on the seed hopper, a perch must bo placed
inside the cage the whelo longth of Ehe front, ahout Zin. behind the
mainatay, and ehout 11in. below its level. This s for the binda to feod
feom, and to coable them fo reach their foed amd water onsily. Two
other perches must bo placed about the centre of the cage, on each side

1
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of the door, ns shown in Fig, 3. Fixa in. zorow in tho contre of the
cage, nnd nnothor in tho eontre of the eod opposite to the eno containing
the ogg drawer, to hang the nosts on. Sometimesz tin troughs nre used
instead of drawers for egp, &e. ; but you nre apt to frighten the birds,
and especially tho young encs, when nbout to fledge, by having to put
your hand inside the cage to place them in and fake therg out. Itiso
clumsy contrivanco, therefore avoid it. Pub o neat helf-round beading
abont th:m-nightﬂ:la of nn inch in thickness round the oxtrome eodge of
the **draw-board." This prevents the sand from elipping off it, and
makes o more substantial job ; but bo sure to put it woll and firmly on,
sondnot to lesve acrevies.  Wire the front with tinned wive No.17. For
the cross-bars use No. 13, and bind them with either tin or brass bind-
ing wire—that is, wire ns fine a8 thread ; tho tin Linding is tho most
durnble, and costs much less, being only 10d. per 1b. ; whereas the brass
is 25, For No. 13 wire I pay 7d. per lb,, snd for No, 17 14. more. If
you can use a soldering irom do s0, most cortainly, it makes o for stronger
job than binding, and looks much neator nnd better, but it is & somewhat
difficult operation for a boginner, Defore commencing to wire n cape it
it a good plan to prepare a bradawl or pricker for boring the holes; it
should be expetly half an inch long in tha prong; you can cnt down an
ordinary one to the size reqnired, and then file it until i is of an oqonl
thickness throughont ; the point shonld be made perfectly round and
sharp, and it shonld be as nearly as possible of the same thickness as the
wire yon use, but if anything the lesst shadoe thinner, 8o na to let the
wire grip the wood. The wire can be foreed up or down, whichever yon
require, with the amall pliers ; this makes the wiring firmer ; by yeing n
pricker of the above deseription you will not, with ordinary care, be likely
to eplit the wood, and the principal sdvantago to be guined by it is that
&l the holes will be the s=ame depth, for it is intonded to forco it homa
to the handle each time, so that affer you fit ono wire you can eut tha
remainder the snme length, which it is best to do ere you begin the pro.
cess of wiring.

Ag T gaid before, if you can use a poldering iron, it will ba bettar to
solder the wires than to bind them with wire binding ; but it is not an
easy task to thosa who have never attempted it before. Get a medinem-
gized soldoring iron and a ** sticlk ' of solder from n plomber—it is simply
a mixture of pewter, lead, ad blockiin, but, na o small quantity will only
be needed, it is cheaper to buy ik ready made than to make it. Heat your
iron to & moderate heat—do not make it too hot, or it will not work %ro.
perly. ‘The test is to hold it about six inches from your face, and if yon
feel o good glow of heat arise to yoor check from it, then you may nas it;
if you happen to mako it too hot, and destroy the face of the from, fils it
o little, and rub it well among a little powdered resin sprend on a piecq
of brown paper, but heat it moderately before you do this, As soon og it




CAGES. 11

i ready for uza you ean beging but, frest of all, fix tha wires into their
places, aml place them ng plumb as possible, and, before you attempt to
salder thom to the crossbors, you must put o fow drops of muriatic
neid, to which & small pieco of zine hax been added, npon that portion of
1o wires where the union of joint is to bo made ; Tesin, finoly powdered,
= ond which is generally used for soldering ting, &e., is of no s for this
purpose.  Affer you have joined  wire in ihis manner, yon onght to
Eave a little dilated lquer of ammonia in o vessel of any kind, dip o piceo
of cotton wnste or o rig of any sort into this liquid, and rub over that
part of the wires that you touched with the acid, se that its effect thoreon
may benentralised at once.  You con form the holes for the birds to feed
or drink through by turning the wire acrosa o round picca of bnrd wood,
ahont thres.gquarters of nun inch in eircumfercnce ; grip it firmly with the
pliers before yon procesd to wrap or eoil ik, for you must do this to the
cetont of half an inch or moro to make it hold firm, or you ean make the
l’ . hola with a donble instead of o single wire, if you profer it. Ik is
” simply deone, and you will only require to examine onc plready mode

to sen how easy it is of sccomplishment. There is, however, a

simpler mothod even than this, aud that is to bend awiro thos:
leaving half an inch at the bottem to go futo the wood tohold it [
firm ; bt if yoo make the round heles you will bave to faston the wire to
tho hottom stay of the eage with n small wire staple, or by making o
gmall grove in it to lob the wire into. This you can do with o sharp
knife, bot Fon mast not make ik any deeper tham is nocessary to hold
it frm. In making o sliding wire door, you will require two upright
wires fow tho door to run upon. I bave lefs the decr in the drowing of
eage Fig. 3 partly open, and have shown the form of it so plainly that it
would be superfinons for mo to do more than call attention te it A closo
examination of the engraving will enable anyono to sco how if is con-
gtructed and the principle npon which it worke; and for my past, 1 prefer
doors of this kind to ol othors, for if they are propecly made and oiled
occasionally they ought to close themselves. And they canmot by any
poesibility be opened by o bird, so there is no dangos of their geliing

- ont and boing lost.

Cage Fig. 4 is adapted expressly for breeding Belgian canaries in.  The
dimeneiong of this cage aro as follows: Extrome length 4ft., depth 19in.,
breadth 11in. ; the mainstay, ineloding the dopth of draw.boards or false
bottoms is 3lin. The cornice cun bo made according to taste. Tho
crozs.Bars in this cage nre made of mahogeny, the samo as the fromt,
and are three-sighths of an inch in thickmess. The sliding doors ot tho
ends of the eage are to bo used for running the birds out into show
cages with facility ; the deces in the front are framed, and aro made of
mghogany, the same substance ag the bara; the fook aro made of brase,
and are globular in form, with a ateel screw in the centre, and are pro-
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cureble ot any ironmongers; tho epires upon the ecormice aro made of
malogany. Theso you can gob turned for o small spm by any pro.
fersional wood turner, or you can use s plain or brass moulding in pre-
foronco to the cornico if you desire to do so: but T think a cornico looks
infinitely bettor, and i3 nlmest s casily mude. Tu the eontre of Uiis eago
is an upright drawboard, running betweon two uprizht molkogany bars, o
quarter of an ingh in thicknoss, ond ronnded ot tho cdpes. It iz unsed
during the breeding senson for shutting off the cock or youny birds as
described in the chapter on “* Breeding ;" and aftor the broeding scason
you oan, by withdrawing this beard altogother, form an execllent fly or
flight eage for the young birds. Somo fanciers prefer to make o three-
compartment cage of this description ; others, one with four, six, cight,
nine, or twelve, and o on; but I have always found ono with two com-
partments only most handy,

Fio. 4. Buremxa Casx ron Beberas Caxanies, Two Coaranraisas,

Cage Fig. 5, four compariments, will be found very conveniont for
mule breeding, and it may be nsed for breoding any of the smaller varietios
of canaries, smoh as lizards, Norwich faney, &e. Ik is 8ft. square, and
1lin, in breadth, with small communieating doors botween ench compart-
memt. I generally give a pair of birds the bonefit of both compartments.
If the mals bird i3 mischiovons, or fronblesome to tho hon during inen-
hation, I shut him off by himself; if not, I allow him to romain until the
hen has commenesd 1o sit ngain. I then shut off the cock and fledge-
lings frem the hen until the young brood can cater yroperly forethom-
selves.  After the hon has hatched, end when her next brood nre cight
or ten dazs old; I remove the Aedgelings. to another cage, and open tho
communicator as before.  Put, befors deing o, I have found it o moord
plan to give the male bird soms water in which to bathe ; i Lo bathes,
open it ot ence; if he dees not, tske a mouthinl of water and spurt”ic
well over bim, for if you do not teke this precantion his ardour may be
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productive of mischiel. The doors in this eago aro mndo partly of wooil

¥ and partly of wize, and aro cnt through the stay to the bottom, so as fo ba
cleaned ont the moro easily, on seconnt of it being destitute of deawboards.

Tha bars in this cage are mado of wire No. 12, As all the ether belongings

aro cloarly shown in the engraving, it is nunecessary to deseribo it further.
= Some fancicgs are fond of breeding with two female canaries and ong
male. I am noadvocato for this method myself; but when it is considered
desizablo to adopt this plan, T wenld recommend a eagh with six com.

ag.59
Fio. 5. Bregpixa Cuior, Fors COMTANTNENTS.

partments, in place of the ona represeaied, that is, ene wilh threo com.
partmonts to cach flat, with communicating doors bebween gach comport-
ment, so that the male bird can Lo ron either to tho right or loft s
cirenmfstances may require.

There ate a great many different kinds and deseriplions of breeding
cages : but, from my own cxperiense, 1 bove great confidenca in reccm-
rending - the '1Lu:|pl:|u1:| of eages snch a3 T have endeavoursd to deseribe

: argl illustrate, nml { am quite sure thoy will bo found to bo thoroughly
adapted to the reqm.remcnts of all who desire o braad either canaries or

canary malod.
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Coloyring and Painting Ceges—Colonring and Painting : After you
have finished moking o breeding cage, or, better still, before you begin
to wire it, it onght to be colonred inside. T goncrally give mine a coat-
ing of thin glue sizo first, and after it is quite dry I proceed to colour
it with the following composition : Paris whitening and pipe clay, equal
proportions. I mix them well together, aud add o smgll quautity of
ultramarine blug (lapis lisuli), which may Lo obtained feom any colowe-
man, and ot most chemist's asd droggist's, jnst sufliciont to make it what
is termed o * French white,* that is, a whito with o sort of invisible
blue tint. It provents it from tarning yellow, and looks much better.
Add to theso ingredients o little skim milk, suficient to make it into
thin paste, and afterwards dilate it with soft water to the required con-
gisteney for mse ; the milk males it adbere wore firmly. It is considered
an objectionable practice to paint the inside of o cage of this sert The
game composition may be used for colouring out show cages, only mora
Bine should be added in this case, and also & small, very small, quantity
of rosa pink, or vermillion, to give ib warmth; but, for my ewn part,
T prefer to paint show cnges inside, as the colouring motéor is lisble fo
o rubbed off, for birds vory frequently wash thomselves in their drinking
tins whenever they are supplicd with frosh water, and afterwnrds rub
ikemselves pgainst the backs of their eages, nnd thereby get besmeared
with the eolouring matter, which ia detrimental ko their chance of obizin-
ing a prize. They aro never many daye togother in o show cage, henea
tho paint, after becoming thoroughly dried and hardened, ean do them no
harm. I give mine o contof ol paint first (white), and afterwards two
coats of * fAattening,” which is paint without ofl, I mix white lead,
lime biee, and torpentine together for this purpese ; you can rtgﬁutu tho
ghade of colour according o your taste. I foncy that o bird of oy variety
locks best in o cage coloored ont with pale bluoe (ecrulean or nzurd
blue) ; it looks far cleancr and nicor than dark” or oven o medinm bing,
Some peopls colour their cages black inside to ghow clear jaogue nnd
moaly birds in, thinking that the greator the contrast, the more advan-
tageons it ia to the birds. T have tried neatly all colours and shades of
eolours experimentally, and the colour just recommended I consider best,
The ontsides of ehow cages may be either painted, stained nnd varnished,
or coated over with the ordinary black vernish. IE the latter in naed,
they should have cither a coat of black paint or ploe size, in which somo
lamp black or ivery black, Bucly powdered, has been proviensly mized.
This ndds much to the sppearance both in colour and lnstre. 3 you
profer to paint them, I would recommend dark blno (Caford blue); but
the black varnishing looks exceedingly well and is very merviceable.
Preeding cages ought to be eleansed out and re-coloured inside twice o
year, just prioe to the breeding senson and sgnin at tho closs. Show
eapes, too, are nono the worse for being frequently repainted, re-colourfd,
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and ro-varnizshed ; they not only look better, bub T always thinl that they
¢nhanes the appearanes of tho birds.

Sfaining, Varnishing, and Polishing Ceges—Tho tops, bottoms, and
onds of breeding cages look Lest when stained pnd varnished, oud are
more casily kept clean. Mahogany and cak are the provailing woods
imitated. Youmscan purchase a sizpenny bottlo of mahognny gtain from
any oil and colonrman, and in connbry towns from most glemists ; this
will suffice for o good number of cages, na it needa to"bo well diluted
with water before being used. There are several differont makers of thia
stain. I generally nse Mockie's, though Htevens's is vory good.  To jmi-
tate cak, use a little siennn or burnt umber, mized with sour beer or
thin gum and water, with o litilo meist supar added to it. To moke it
light or dark depends endiroly upon the quantity of pigment used. Aftor
you have given & cage a coab of the staining liquid, if you think it i3 too
lizght in colonr make it darker, by giving i o gecond cont.  Affer the
stain hns driod theroughly you may procoed to varnish. The fellowing
i3 nm oxcellent recipe for spirit varmish: Gum shellao (orange), Coz.;
gnm sandrac, Joz, ; amber resin, fo8. 5 mothylated spirit, or * mothylated
finigh," ope pint. DBruise the gums together ov separately in o mortar,
put intoa stone bottle (earthenware), and ndd tho spirit; shalke it up well
frequently for a day or twe; strain it throngh o pioce of muslin, and it
will bo ready for use.  Varnish must aot be laid on too thick ; aller the

it coat is quite dry give it a second, and a thind if necessary.

Do not varsizh the fronts of tho eages when made of lhiard wood, such
#3 walnut, &c., ns they will look far better French polished. If yon
desiro w0 make your own polish, I ean strongly recommend the following
formula, as it is ono of tho vory best for minking really good French
polish: Orange shellae, Jor.; gum bonzeln {Benjamin), 1% drachms;
methylated spirit, or  finish,” 1 pint. 1t must be made in procisely tho
game manner as the varnish, Befors you commence to polish any wood
you must give it a coat of raw linaeod oil, some polishors nse o littlo finely
powdered Paris whitening as well, to fll up the pores of the wood. If you
arc going to polish mahogany, and ddsive to improve tho colour of the
wood, add some alkanet root or dragon's blood to tho cil, and place it
near o fire for an hour or too before waing.  Dip a pieco of wool or cotton
in the oil, and rub it well into the wood. When you commence to polish,
take o piece of wool or cotton wodding, and voll it into n small ball
gaturate this with the polish, and cover it with o cotton rag or two;
moisten the rag with o little of the linsesd oil before you begin to polish,
and be sure to go over the whole surfaco of tho wood under operation at
a tolerably rapid rate.  Begin at ono end, and work your hand ronnd snd
ronrd until you cover tho entire surface ; then work backward and for.
waurd, mever allowing the polish fo dry in until yon obtain the bright sur_
faca you require. You moy be obliged to replenish your polishing pad
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or rubbor from timo to time—this you must do with the ntmost dexteritys
bat do not forgot the oil or the polish will net worl—it will dey and peel
off. You will find that with care and practice you will soon becomo
an adept in this line of business. I the varnish or polish gots oo thick
ak times, add o little more spirit or finish,

Shee Cages~The deseription of show eage gencrally weed for exhibit. »
ity Norwich fancy, Cinnamons, London [ancy, Lizard canarics, and
eanary mules in'is reprosented in Fig. 6. 1t should bo mnda of American
pine wood, three-quarters of an inch in thickness, in the rough; as it is
neecegsary Lo make these ¢ages extra strong fo cnable them to withstand
tho ordeal of rough usage to which they are linble in the course of
transit to and from shows ; the length of the eage should ke 13%in., depth
in front the same, breadth Gin. The top should be placed at an acute
engle, as shown in the
cagraviog : the original
idea for mnking the top
in this fashion was io
throw o roflected light
over the birda to in-
temsify  their  colour,
which it does to soma 2
extent when the eage iz 'ﬂ
not pleced in o direct
ght. It used to bethe
peractica to place the
#ides of the cage at an
angle as well, with the
same view, bat cectainly
not with the snme result,
hat that ‘Iden is mpow Zosgis:
caploded.  The chief
wdvantage in making
the {ops angular fs this: Most fanciora place these cages faco to fuco,
with a piece of eardbonrd or strong brown paper botween them, to pre-
vent the birds potting their heads through the wires during transit to nnd
from cxhilitions, nud {herchy preventing them from running the risk of
Leing injured or killed, ihe cages are then tied togeibor frmly with
twine nnd seoured in o canyas wrapper.. By having the tops :rruu'l{h in
the manmee deseribed, they form, when packed, an nngulnr roof, and this
in o great moasure provents the sorvants of the railway companics from
placing beavy pacleges upon the fops of them, which they wonld b
very likely to do il they wore made flat, end thereby ron o groat chanee
of gettivg brolken or damaged. The main stay at the bottom, in front &
the cape, 13 13in, in depth, and the oo sbuy lin., exeept ab the oxtrome

Era G Onpixany Smow Cann.
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eornors, which ara ehapad in guch a manner as to give it tho appearanco
of tho top of tho capital lebter T. AL the end of tho eage, towarls the
right hend, {5 a cireulas door, fin. in dismeter, and bevelled in such o
manner &8 to prevent it going inside of the engo (sce Fig. 6). Tho
tiottom of the eago should project nbout a quarter of an inch beyoud the

Jront. Two stont wire bars pleced nt equal distances from the top and

bottom of tlo ofre, and from each other should bo pluced across the front
of ihe eage. No. 11 wire should bo used for eages of this deseription, and
Ko, 13 wize for the nnrights, as they need to boe vory strong ; they should
be placed thoes-quarters of an inch apart, ond firmly secured cithor by
wire binding o= soldes. I generally bend two wires n littlo at the bottom
af ono end of the eage (it is immaterinl which end) for the convenicnco
of the bird to drink through, the drinking tin being hung opposite this
aparture; be earefol not to make it too large, or the bird might get ont.
Two perches shoald be placed in snch o mannor as to rest npen the lowest
eross bas, ingert o pieco of stont wiro info the ond of each perch, abount
1iin., allowing it o project anout three-cighths of an fnel, and fix it into
the back of the eage in a etroight line, ent away a portion of the under
part of the other eud of tho perches to the extent of o quarter or throe-
cighthks of an inch back, to one half their thickness ; ronnd oz bevel off
the top edge, apd make s notch in it so that you can slip it seross the
upright wire to make i firm, for it i3 a great misfortune when o perch
falls down, especially when there is only one, for it prevents the bird
Loing e2en to advantage, when it has to bo examined by the jndges on
tho floor of the coge. Some fonciers only use one perch, but this is o
mest ohjoctiomablo practice, and very reprehonsiblo, as o timid bird i
gure to Hark into the Lottom of the cage, or ageinat tho wires, at that
eriticnl moment whea it is undergoing the crdenl of the serutinizing gazo
of the jndmes, and o judze is very apt ab such o moment to looso his
tomper over it, which is by no means to be desived ; but when there aro
two perches it will in most coses content itsolf by hopping to and fro
from the ono to tho otber, and by this means show itsclf to much greater
advantage; the perches should be placed nboul din. from each eni of
the eage, or npon the sixth wire,

If you choose to do 89, you ean make the front of the exro solid, by
making it in the form of a frame, in this ease 1t shonld be mads to fit
jmeide a liftls way, end shonld Lo fastened with small serews ot the
gideq: tho afvantages to bo derived by this contrivanco is the ready
moansgit affords you for s-painting or eolouring out your cages. IE
$a ot enstomary to mako seed drawera for eages of this eort, the seed
being thrown fnside the cage. T generally gprinkle a littla =and over
+ho cago bottom first, some people usa cat, barley, or wheat cheil instead,
and others nofhifng but the seed. Thess cages ought to Lo colonred
ir®ide or painted before you cosimense to wira them, as you can do it 5o

-
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much move rendily at that time. The outside can be cither painted
or stainod snd varnished, it {9 o]l 0 mattor of taste, but it iz advizablo
1o coat tho wires with Llacle varnish, ns it forma nn excellent contrnst
with the colour of the birds; and more partionlsrly is ihis visible when
the oeonpants are clenr yellow or buff Korwich canaries. It i the prac-
tice of some funeiers to cover tho perches of their show cages with scarlet,
flannel or erimson velvet, and with others to ting tho fr8nt ends of them
with rose pink #r cormine, er to have them gilded with gold leal; whether
their object in doing so ia to show the great value ov afection they enter-
tain for their pets, or what their molives are, I am unabile to suy; bub it
i3 certainly an objectionable practice, and, I think, ought to "bo put o
stop to by commiitees of shows, as all such conspicusus pnd distingaish-
ing marks net 2s o koy to judges, and lead to remarks the reverse of
complimentary to those

who adopt these pecu-

linrities.

Fig. 7 'EE"[I-EHI:EI."‘.’H o
Seotch faney show ease.”
Some of these eages are
got up in splendid style,
and look really exquisite;
in fact, to give Scotch-
men their due a3 cage
makers, they stand un-
eurpas=ed. It is quito
impoesiblo to give any-
thing like an adequate
conception of thess
cages in a drawing; the
workmanship iz of tha
very best in all parts,
the wires aro all neatly
soldered, amd; in fact, nearly tho whele of the enges that I have
sern ot Seotch showa are pub togotber and finished in snch o manner
as to almost dely competition. Thoe wood-work is generally made of
the finest deseriptions of wood procurable, and most frequently of
walnnt, rosewood, and Spanish mohogany, and finished in the highest
style of workmanship and beantifully French polished, In the front is o
gecd drawer, and o “ dummy " or imitation drawer Front to corresbond at
the opposite corner, and thess are gencrally inlaid with chony and satin
wood in various doviees, the front stay or margin is likowise inlaid with o
heading or cross-banding of mahogany or other wood ; a deaw bonrd ia
puced at one end of the cage. The length of n cage of this sort is from
17in. to 18in., height 13in. to 14in. in the centre, and from Tin, to Sin.

HEST
Box 4
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wide, ‘Thero is a door inthe front with woodon bars top and bottom.
There are four pillars, one ot enel eorner, oxtending abont midway up

the cage, about Jin. squnre, and omamented by be

cut with n sorb of

dinmond-pattern down the outer edpes; n woodon bar the same thick.
ne=s extonds ronnd the cago about 11in. below the top of theso pillara ns

shown in the gngraving ; on the tops of ibe pillars are bone orunments,

which have n hole through them, and they slide up and down the corner
= v P . & * -

wired. There s o rouning wive door at the eud opposite the seeid

drawer, in nddilion to tho erdinary door, o that the bixds con Le run in

and out the moro rendily.

e
FiG. B. Brraiam Faxc

It is likowise nsed Tor linng
anch as is shown in tho fllustention ; for Secotzmen m
eeonomical, and when these eages become shably or pet dan
vay, thoy use them for Lreeding cages, they pluca them w

7 Buow Canks,

n nest upon,

re nuturially very
gl inoany
1 shelves,
a woodl

nnd either pu
poxtition: D

eagn, or cover the cmds
with paper or calico, to
prevant the birds from
sacisy each other as
muah a3 possibile durine
the breeding eoazon. Thoe
nez=ts proper are made of
loather and lined with
flermel, the lepther is
damped, and when web
fnstonad on to o wooden
Block mada for that pur-
pose, of the size and
shepoof the nestsexactly.
Tho holes in the nest
boxes are made with o

large but nngainly looking brace and bit, but made specially for this
purposs, the latter being in form not much unlike a monster elaw ; it has
o point in the contre, and is hollowed away in an eccentrie fnshion,
leaving anether eharp point or edge which ents 1he piece ont solid, like o

small wheel for n child's cart.
wood, stained black and varmished.

Tho fect of tho cago nre mado of hord
The nest box iz made of very thin

deal, tho top is wired and may be cither solid or made to open like the
door of the cago in front; size of nest box Gin. long, Skin, wide, and Sin.
in depth, with wire hooks fixed in the top crosshar of the nest box to
hook on to the cage ; the hole for the nest is &lin. to 3lin. in dipmeter,
the water trough (glass) is hung on the side beside one of the perehes, the
wirn that supporta it is made to shut up as if on hinges, o small wire

handle is festened on the top of the cage.

B
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Fig. 8 roprosonts o Belginn show eage. The lower portion is made of
wood with o draw-board and seed and egw drawers, the remaining portion
cf the eage is made onbirely of wire excopt the ornament at the top, ke
Liasse of which sorves os a moceplacle o let the wires into. The oross-
bars of this eage aro made of No. 13 wire, 1lo upright wires being No. 17,
Tho wires of these cages ought to bo soldered together; #t the end isn
sliding wire door, The dimensions of theso eages are, length 1din,, Leight
1dim., and width Tin. Some faneiors make them rather smaller, and witl
somb-ciceular tops. Tho show enges used by the fanciers in Belginm,
are heavy and ungainly looking, framed with bars, having uprizhtz ab
the corngrs and eross pieces, the body is square and the tops dome-
shaped, the nprights ot the corners, which aro thade of Lin, Tnths, equare,
cxtend about 4in, bolow tho botbom of the eaze to form legs, and it malkes
it have the appearance of being on etilts,

Cages for siaging birds.—Those best adepted for cnnaries and mules
ate plain, neat, wire eages, with wood bottoms, oblong in form, with
erched roofs; they shounld have o deow beard, u secod hopper, and a drink-
ing trough mado of glasa—those made of brass wire are very objection-
nble, for, when they got wot, as thoy aro sure to do evory timoe the bird
washes itself, verdigris is produced, and it is o deadly poison. I do nok
like those faney painted eages either, the paint is baled on, and the
Lirds can peck it off quite ensily, which they invariahly do.

dviary or Growp Cages.—These ean be procgred of almost evory
conceivables form and of various sizes, those that I prefer havs wood
bottoms, and are made in form like o Scotch fancy show cage, enly tho
izamo is mado entively of wire, end instoad of a soed drawer o W pper—
ene made upon the gelf-supplying principle is best.  The dimensicns for
a eage of this kind, to hold o dozen birds comfovtably, should be S5t Gin.
long, 20in. wide, nnd 2ft. Sin. or din. high, with an arched top—1ihis is the
full height ot the highest point. .

Flight Cages,—Whora a fancier broads young canaries by the hnndred
Le is obliged to havo recourse to temporary places of shode fov Lhem,
tot only to save him the exponso of a large outlny for cages, butb o groat
doal of labour in fecding and watering them, I you have a good deap
recess b the gide of o chimney in your bird-room, you can easily put &
fow ghelves across it, about 4ft. apart, & fow wood nprights aml oross
berd, and wiro it ; but tho better plan is to make o solid framed front to
exch compartment; this enn be bung with hinges, or festoned on with
emall serews or melal * buttons,” same as aro used for closch doors, bub
smaller; if you desiro to be very cconomical, or are wishful to save
yoursell much labour, yon can cover iho front with lalf-inch dingond.
shaped wire-work, which yeu ean buy in the picce ot any professionn]
wirc-workers—uze the galvenised, which will last for o number of years,
I have ¢ fiy made in ome corner of one of my bind rooms; it is placed
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AFt. from tho Noor, iml extends in height to the eeiling
fortns the top, the wall forms the buel pml one end, the o
from tho ceiling to the foor, and is part wood snd part glass, wopdl
J work is whont H10t from the fAeor of the reom, I luwve o hole cutin it
Bin. deep, fromed ronnd and wired like o engo front, npon this I hang
i * o tronghs wdo of zine with glass frouts, they hold abont three hall
pints of water cach. The frout is lormed of glass [eames, being part of
o rlass enso snch ns chomists use, the centro frame is hung with hinges
3 and forms n door, aml i3 Fastened with o brpss butlon; this framewerk
rests npon a stout lath 24in. wide and 1lin, in thickness; below this I
hare two deals Gin. in deplh hingod ab the top, and each extends hall of
{he whols length of the y—they lifk up {o emabile me to clonn it out,
which I enn do with an onlinary eoal rale. I give them water to hatho
in throngh one or other of these aportures. At the other end I'have
lurea deawer which holds 7lb, of =eed ; this is covered with a fized wood
- frame  inside with n
sloping top and a wired
front; it iz 1%in. deep
at the Lack and Din. in
. front. "This iz to allow
the lizht to penetrato
y inzide, and to enable the
birds to ece their food:
the perehies, with the ex-
coption of the one to feed
from, snd the other to
reach  theie dJdrinking
water readily, are all
placed st different dis.
tances and various heights, care being taken not to have ono above the
oiher, or in such o way that the birds wonld be likely to foul cach
other. Tt is lime-wnshed ont, and the perehes nre made to * ship and
unship ™ at pleasure. It accommodates forty binds, and I gencrally place
thoze in it that I intend to dispose of. If they fight much, as they are
apt to do abeut Christmas, I darken the apartment, which has the effect
of restoring order.
Foed Hopper.—The self-supplying seed hopper, as ehown in Fig. 0,
will by found very useful for avinries, and also for group and large-sized

| fiv, or flight eagos, where o goodly number of birds aro lopt altogethor.

l'q.-""

"____"_‘JJ-I.M" ——

Fug, I SRwrasvrriniso Siep Horrkuw,

It may be mado of deal or hard wood, whichover ia preferred.  The one
roprozonted is 8in. long, Glin. high (ot the-bacek), nod 5in. wida (extremo
width at the bottom). It has o solid wood back and bottom ; tho ends can
‘w8 made solid likewizo: that portion forming the body of the hopper or
fy geed box Leing 27in. wide; Lut ot the lower end of each a picce should

| .

1o e, whicl,
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profect in an angalar form, 2iin. farther, making Sin. altozether : theso
projections are 2iin. in depth next the body of the hopper, and faper
away to lin. at the extreme outzide. These picces of wood or projections
support a perch for tho birds.to rest npon whilst feeding. Tha bottom
of tho hopper has o hole eut throngh it {ns shown in our engraving) which
extends about threefourths of its entire langth, and about ghros-gquarters =
of an ineh wide, gnd is midway between the feeding box and the porch,
to allow the bhusks of the secd, &e, to fall through, Trom the bottom
of the hopper, and forming part of the frout or feeding box, is a stay or
lath 1%in. deep: and 1}in. abovo this is placed a wood ecross.bar.  The
space between the stny and bar is wired with stont wires, set Jin. apart,
thiz iz whore the birvds foed through. Abevo this iz o plecoe of glass
extending from the croga-bar to the 1id of the hopper, and this forma the
front of it, and emables you te ece when o further supply of sced is
required. Ingide of the hopper iz fized o picce of thin wood the entiro
length of the fromt; it extends from the cross-bar, which sapports the
glass, fo within Jin. of the back, and is placed at am acoto angle, and
14in. from the bottom of the hopper or feeding bex. This forms the
aperture for the seed to foll through; and =0 long as there i o supply
of geed in tha npper portion or box tho lowee portion or feeding trough
is kept eonstantly supplied Ly this conteivance. A small hiole should be
made in that porkion of the back which projects above the 1id to hang
it mp by. The 1id is made of wood and secured with two picees of wire,
which act like hinges. Tho illustration fully explains anything {arthee
that is required to bo known. It shouold bo mede of wood from fin. o
Jin. in thickness when dressed ready for use. -
Packing Cases.—TFigures numbored 10 and 11 ropresent travelling cases
for packing cages in to send to shows. TFig. 10 i3 a box made of thin
deal, aud stained and varnished. Tt is made to hold two Seotch fancy
show cages; the length of it is 18in, ontaide measoroment ; the width
and height are equal, ench being 16in, It has a metal handle at each end,
{wo braes hooks and eyes in front to secure the Hd, and likewiso o stont
leather strap, or rather two leather straps forming ono.  When fnstened,
the ends of the straps are gecured on the back and front sides of tho
box with small serows, and one portion of the steap is made with a liandla
1o earry it by. There is n hole at each end of the box, lin. in diameter,
o 1ek in o supply of fresh air. Thesoe holes are coverced inside with a
emall plate made of perforated zive to provent a dranght. Axny furthee
snformadion that iz needéd can be gathered from an inspection 81 the
engraving. Fig. 11 represents o travelling case made to hold hall a dozen
ordinary show eapes, snch as aro nsed for showing Norwich fancy and tho
emaller variatios of eanaries and conary mules in —three on onoh gide. 1t
is 3§ft. long, Léin. high, and 14in. wide,ingide. The bottom and cnds agp
made of wood, stout deal, Jin. in thickness in the rongh. Between the

i
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ends, neross the top, is o stout rail or bar, 23in deep, and 1lin. thick, let
into the ends, morticed to malke it firmer and look bettor, A% Bakiem
of the case, and in o parallel line with the top rail, is fxed another lath,
11ig, in depth znd breadth : sud in the centro of the caso belween Fhons

rails is fastened an upright stay or support, which fs mortirad at both

* ends, placed Mross and sconted to the cross-bars with serews to give it

stremgth. The enges rost
ngningt  tho bara, top
and  bottom, and this
creates a space for air.
Opposite  this space at
cither end are three air
holes, each Zin. in din-
meter. A metal handle
i plaged  at each end of
tho caze to facilitate iis
carciage up and down-
skairs or at shows ; and o
brass handle is fastened
in the contro of the top
reil for the convenience
of moving it shout or carrying it if necessary. A thin lath, 2in. deep, is
uziled on each side, in front, next the hottom, to keep the capes firm.
It is covered with canvas, first tacked on with very small tacks, and
afterwards bound round with “list” or binding, to make it firmer and
more dweable ; the latter is likowise tocked on. Along the top on each
side small round heles are made, and worked like bulton-holes: these

Fra. M Case ron Dox Suow Cacks,
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are laced op with two picces of stont twine, secured firmly at each end of
the ease, nnd meeting in the contre, where thay are tied securely. It will
be found necessary to eut the convas cover a little way down on each
side in the middle, to leb the eages go in moro casily. The portion se
eft ghonld be Lound with stont linen binding, and made to fasten -
with bottons and button-holes; fin. or Hin. will be suleient for thess
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openings. At ona sida (oulside) you enn have s square piecs of canves
bound round with the same kind of binding, and secured st the top
edge with o needlo and theead to the cover of the ease ; this shonld bo
made to tarn over, like the lapel of a coak, to form o roverse label, with the
word * From " on ono eide, nnd the word “To™ on the other. Mrelo it
with two butlon-loles at the lower corne, and place twaebultens above
and two below o securo it by, as shown in the illusteation. Oppozite
thiz vou can print with ink and o pices of wood, sharpened like a wooden
skewer, your name and address in large charseters, so that it can bo
readily seen; and above the address print the words, ** Live Lirds, with
eare,” By using theso precantions, your birds ave sure to be retnroed
to you in due course, and you avoid the risk of any error being mads
inadvertently by committee men, or othor porsons connected with shows,
in tho bustle and excitement of packing for the roturn journey. A great
many fanciors sond their bicds to cxhibitions in canvis wrappers, whilsé
others merely fold the eages containing the birds in paper covers. Both
these plans are objectionable, aud entail an vonecessary amount of labour
npon both secrotaries and other persons who assist ab shows, beaida
running o great risk of hnving the cages demaged, and their eceupants
waimed or killed, throngh their being improperly packed by some inex-
perienced porson. The expenso of these enses is very trifling, and they
are s cxecedingly light that the extra carriage, if any, amounts to little
or nothing, and, when compared with the comfort and security which
they alord, it sinks into utter insignifieance.

T —




CHAPTER I

BREEDING AND MANAGEMENT,

Canaries, their Temper and Dispositions.—Birda, like human beings, are
very diferently constitnfed—cach bird has its own tempor and disposition,
ita likes and its dislikes, its own peenlinr fancies and ideas, quite as mach
g0 in its limited sphere, as beings move highly favonred and gifted than
they. T noed not, therefore, point ont o the cbservant and thoughtfal
mind the necessity there exists for ecach fancier, as far as possible, to
endeavonr to familiarise himself with the tempera and dispositions of his
feathered captives, a3 much really depends upon his knowledge in this
respoct for his ultimate snccess in producing high class young binde.
True, thers are some birds that it is impossible to lead into the way in
which you fuin wounld have thom go—but T hopo to show, however, thet
even vjoions birds, by judicions monngement, can in some instances be
reformed from ways which aro neither pleasing nor profitable to their
OWHOTH.

Flighling Stock Bivds.—Having selected the birds required for breeding,
which iz generally dono betwesn Nevember and Fobruary, ron the hens into
o roomy fight came, or avinry, or, what is better, a small room ; the amound
of pxoreise whicl they get in this way is conducive to their health and well-
being afterwards. The cocks, too, wonld bo oll the better for being put
into large cages in batohes of from two to six, but nok more, as thoy are
generally more mischievons and quarrelsome in their disposition than the
hens. Of course it would not do to put show birds together in this way, for
fear they might injure their plomage, and it will bo found nocessary io
geparate them about Clristinas, or bofore, if they are obheerved to disngree.

Smaarnts Rovins—1If possiblo keop the coclis nnd hens in separato rooms;
if not, endeavonr o keep them in soch positions so that the opposite sexcs
cannot see each other, for it not nnfrequently happons, ns tho spring
appreaches, that an intimacy arises between them, and when a cock or
hen kas selected o partner in this way—and they generally pelect the ono

*which is not intended for them—they prove sulky and malevolent, if com.
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pelled to vinto with binds not of theie own choico and seloction, and the
result is that the hen nob unfrequently frets and will not feed her youns,
and the cock, on the otlier hand, breaks tho efrga or destroys the progeny.
Theso resulls do not nlways procced from this eanse, but generzlly so,
aud I have noticed repontedly that in cases whorn the parent bicds appear
attachod and affectionately disposed to cach otber, they vacy ravely fuil
to renr their vouns.

Preparing Boooding Coges—THaving solocted the birds intendod for
breeding, andsbaving decided which to couple, in the eadly part of
Januazy, commence to prepare the breeding eages, which ean be dene
one ab o time; first sorape thom thoroughly, next seald them woll out
with beiling water ; after they are quito dry, ceat them well inside and
out with the following mixtore: B.: Spirit of turpentine, Lall o pint;
camplbor, lalf an gunee; spirit of far, four ounces ; dissolve the camplos
in the torpentine, and then odd tho spivit of tar. This must be laid
on with & smell pew point brosh; rub woll into all the erevices of tho
cage, where the parnsites or bird vormin usually harbovs, so thot they
may all bo disledged and destroyed, s thoro is proat dificulty in TeATIng
birds where those troublesoma pests oxist in large quantitics. After
this is done, allow the cages to be exposod to the weather for not less
than forty-eight hours, but o fow days wonld be still better: noxt wosh
them cut with warm water, in which a small quantity of washing sodn has
been previously dissolved. Rinse off with pure water ; and, lastly, white-
wash thom out. Qnicklime, when procarable, is best for this parpose, when
not, neo common whitening nnd pipe-glay in equnl proportions, and add o
emall piece of alam. After the cages aro quite dry, they are ready foruas,
Be sure always to sprinkle the bottom of the enges liberally with coarso
sand—the conrser it is the better. I prefor sen-sand myself, but any kind
will do.  Sand is ersoutial, not only to assist birds in the process of diges-
tion, bat to form the shell of the eggs; and remember to clean out the
birds as often 03 circumstances will permit without unnecessarily intorfor-
ing with the hens during the process of incabation.

Pairing.—Having prepared the cages properly, the hens ean ba putb
into them ot once. I bwo hens nre run with ono cogk, keep the hons
togethor in the same compartment for some time, until they are
ohaerved to be en {ziendly torms, after which they very rarely oxhibit
any symploms of jemlousy townrd cach othor. Before the cocks and
hens sro put fogether, which is wsuelly dons in February or March,
according to tho climate and state of the weather, it is advisabfs to
placo them in such o position in ssparato eages ns they moy be abla to
soe cach other; in foct, to bo na close to cach other a3 possible, in
order thet an intimacy and familiarity moy gpring up betwoan them, for
if o mala bo placed beside a fomale withont this precaution, it frequently,
happens thet o severe quarrel and a serious conflist is the result, espocially




. DRELDING AND MANAGEMENT. 27

if the male be of an amorows and ardont disposition. The hen is nlmost

cortain to resent hiz advances, ond Lence wn ill-fecling is engondered

whieh iz very detrimental to their future well-doing, and frequently leads

=5 to resulls not at all to be dezived, The besb plan is to put them into o

cage with two comparlments, commonly known as a “ double coupled

" = care " with o wred division ov slide, or oven into fwo single wired cages

placed in elose pros nity to cach other. As soon a5 o mutunl nndeg-

standing cxists betweon them, they moy be placoed in thic breeding eage,

A proat deal more depends upon the careful coupling of ®le hirds for
future results thon is poncvally supposed or seknowledged.

Aftes the Lirds are properly paived—that is, when they are theroughly
reconsiled to eachiother, und on a friendly Looling—it will bo advisable to
geparate thew for say twoor three days, which generally tonds to strongthen
the attachuent already formed ; this con bo dono by closing the communi.
cation between the compartoenis of tho breeding eoge, Lut when * aingle
coupled " Lreeding eazes avo used, the cock should be pot inlo another
caze and placed 0s elosely as conveniont to tho one containing Lis parinor
or pariners.  Care should Le taken, bowever, to prevent cithor, if possible
from seeing other birds of the opposite sexes; this can bo accomplished
in a variely of wors which, doubtloss, will suggest thonselves notorally ;
such, for instance, as forming lines with common twine and ecovering with
a thin material of any kind, or old nowspapers, so ag not to exclude too
much light. When a cock s placed beside two bens, he will sometimes
show o preference for one, and proceed to perscente the other; in such a
cazt remove the hen he appears to despise into another cage, and aftor the
one bo fest solects bos laid three eggs and commenced to sib, remove him
from beside her, and procecd, ns at first, with the other Len.

Breeding Seasen.—The bost timo to put binds together is from the 10th
to the 21st of March, althongh somo fanciers put ihom together much
sooner; bot unlesa they are constnutly kept in & room with a fire in—
which must be sveided when possible—it is net prudout to do so; in
fuet, I profer tho latter to tho formeor date, ond marely over pub wmy
birds together Before that time. The result of o too early commence.
% ment iz, that the hopa are frequently seizod with the cold, and becomo

#o, weak and prosirate that fhey bave mobt strength to deposit their
erge, and unless promptly attonded fo sucenmb in tho offort; st other
times they lay thom irregularly, got cut of condition, and will not sit
apon ihem ; or presuming thot thesa diffienitios hove beon overcomo,
iko eafMerly winds which are usunlly provalent st this season of tho
year, carry off tho corly nestlings, despito tho atientions of a good
motker ; or snpposing that they are reared, they ere often weal and puny,
and not unfrequently die when they commenco to montt. It is botter,
tlyseefore, not to be in too great a hurry to begin to breed.

Fuand jor Newly-paired Dirds.—When the birds are put logether finally,
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feed them liberally ; give thom linrd-beiled eger, chopped fine or geated
through o piece of perforated zine; for this purpose get a smell [y or
cimar box, knoek the bottom out, and nail the zine on in its place ; having
done this tele as much expr as is required, free it from tha shell and press
throngh the zine with o knife baviog s stout blade, or & chisol will do ns
well ; next rub through the same machine, or in }'uﬂrfmnl]:i. an equaly
portion of bread, not too new, and mix them together either with a knife,
or rub them tokother in an old newspapor, and give abont two teasporm-
{uls of thisgo cach pair of bLirds daily, and every altornate day give them
o Nittle maw or hemp secd (the former proferved), nnd cccasiounlly o
1ittle linseed and millet seed.  After the birds have Leen togother two or
three days give them a nest.

Nests,—The nests that I profor to oll others ars round tin nests, iho
bottoms of which are slizhtly globular in form, and made of perforated zine,
with an npright back, mada also of tin, with o hele in it by which to hang
it up. Fix an din. serow peil in each brecding compartment in such o
position us will allow the top of the nest to bo abont lin. above the perch,
and lin. from it, to cnable tho birda to feed their young from the
perches; the zine bot. —
toms let air into the /
next, which is noceasary.

1 line theso tins with felt; /

any kind of felt will do,
go long ns it is soft and
pliable—an old hat, for
instance, but I prefer the
thick felt used for lining
saddles, which can bo
procuced from any =ad-
dler. This [ sphiin ive;
1 place tho ontside of tha

\ /\
folt nt the bottom of the \

nest, 03 the inner surfzce

i much eofber for 1he

hens tositupon. I gene- e

rally have three sizes of Fro. 12, Patrrnw oF o Frir LINING FOT A%

Aurnrician Nt

these nests, the firat ia

three inches in dismeter, and one and a balf inches decp ; theso T use for
the hens Lo sit in doring inenbation. The second gizo 13 three sl & half
inchos in dinmeter, and tweinches deop, and the third fonr inches in dinmetor,
ani twoinches deep; these Iose for transferring the young birda into when
pight or nine days old. Tnsothem pepording to the number of young birds,
Sacond gize for three or fonr, and the larger for any number nxtecﬂ:rxg that
just given, In Fig, 12 Tgive a pattern on o reduced seale showing ghe

]
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ghane of tha folt or lining. T first ent it round, and then Tent ont the

angular pieces, and, denwing the parls togother where the vaeancies exist,

.)_ T sew the edges frmly and neatly together. 11 eavefully ent anid nown, they
form nests precisely the shapeof thotins, Alittle practice will soon remove

all difiewltios in makine them. T then sew thom throngh the perforaied zine
* hottoms, whichekeeps them quito firm.  Fig. 13 reprosents a voodan block
nsed for Biiing the felb lininga into the tiu nosts. It s made of hard
wood. Tho block is for pressing them into shape aftle this lus been
done. T always teaso ont o picco of felb and place ik over the =eams, and
by screwing the block backwand and forward, or vound and round, it
camses the teased oub felt to adhere firmly to the lining, and makes tho
nest look’ smooth and neat.  Tho block will likewisa bo found very nsoful
whien an old folt hat i3 nsed for & lining. In this casa the folt i= cnt
round, but is not notched. It must bo steopod in liot water for an hone
or 5o, wrung out tightly, and while liot strotehed well over the block and
tied socurely. When it s dry it will be founi the proper shape, and
roady for nee.  IEmay be dono overnight, or dried ot a slow fire. Beforo
putting in the felt, il a littla swaet oil boe rabbed round the tin, o a little
#nuff, or Keating's inscct powder be sprinkled inside, not many parasitos,
or © bird lice," will be fonnd to erist. Theso linings can be £aken out and
washod after cach brood, and they will last for years. TFig. 14 isibe tin
noet with the lining, ready for use. Where tin nests cannot be readily
procared, gob o coron nut and cut the ehell into picces a2 nearly the size as
can bo obinined to those given; pub on o wooden back and line them the
gxme way, only T find n coaling of thin glue size round the top edge
answers” best for this deseription of nests to faston in the felt. Ay
birds all prefer nests of this sort, and I imagine that T ean make a
| post with the hest architeotural ennary in existence. Canaries generally
aro bad nrchiteets. T likewise give them o pieco of well-dried shork
moss and o little fine cotton weol (vadding), well tensed out; thia
gnts {lom sway to breed with more freedom, though I mover find
them make good uso of the muterials, and ultimately, as a rule, they
throw it oll ont ere they lay, evidently satisfied that they cannot improve
npon the # origingl'" It likewiso prevents them from plucking their
progeny. Instinctively they oll have o motion of making a mest;
but oply instinctively, 1 consider. I wny hero remark that 1 am mo
advocate for the “sqeare box ' and * moes anid cow hair nests,” although
I knoy they are mnch nsod. Nezt to those T have descrilbed I profer
thoso used by Scotehmen genernlly—made of leather lined with flannel
and let into o pieco of wood with & round hele cnt in it with wooden
sides fastened o it, wired top and back, and lung with wire hooks on
{0 o square hele mudo in f_.hn end of thecage. Tense ont apices of the felb
areadidle-cloth as fine 15 possible, and pleeo ik in the wires of the breeding
] .cages, this will induce the hens to take to the nest oll the more readily,
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Groen Food, §e.—When a hen is obsorved earrping this last menboned
maierial to the nest, sl working freely with it, it may bo taken s & sign
that she will not bo long before sho luye, therefore o little moizt sugar
must bo added to the egr and bread, and o lttle groon food, such as
winter leltuce, watorcress, or groundsel if ripe, not otherwise, should be
given. In the middle of Febroary, when ordivary geeeg food is dilicults
to procure, o good subsfituto may be obhtained by nutting into a pan or
vesael of any 1-..1':“1, long and not too deep, & quantity of rape-seod —sowing
rape, which cught to be procured of a seedemen, and nod ronch seed, or
epoiled turnip seced, which is very frequently eeld by grocers io country
iowns for that article, and which ia injurions to tho birds—spread it
equally ever the veszel, then pour in a quantity of watee, sufficient to
float the sced well, and place it where it will get the most light and
Leat; o groembouse is the best place, but a kitchen window, eapecially
with o south cspoct, will do quite woll. This, of course, ia mercly a
makealilt for tho beginning of the scason, as plenty of groen food is
procurable in the month of May., When it is tolorably well grown, is
xun bo ent out in pieces, roots and all, and placed in the breeding cages;
it ia best to put it in o small enp or =alt server in water.  Tho birds cat
it readily, and appear to like it. With this treatment the hen will rarely,
if ever, bo egg-bound, I have known faneiors in the spring of the yvear,
when green food is vory scarce, feed their young birds with dandelion
Tooves. Where such food is resorted to it s highly essentinl that it
shonld be immereed in lukewarm water ovor-night, more especially if the
weather ia af all frosty, otherwizo the use of it will be attended with fatal
conasuences, L]

Egg-lownd.—When the heng are about to Iny they ghould bo closely
watched, and if a hen iz expected to lay, and sle does not do so befors
ning o'clock in & morning, but appesrs dull pud deooping, and sitting
with her feathors ruflled up, take her out of the engo and cxnmine Lier,
and if ghe ho found to bo opg-hound, drop & fow dsps of ealad, olive, or
almond oil on the vent; and, if zhe does not got bettor, or lay within
an honr after this trentment; roll her np in fnnoel and place her besido
a brisk fire, taking caro to leave hor head ont; if aho gets worse, give hor
two drops of*enstor oil—opon Ler bill and got some one to drop it over
her tongue with a knitting neodle; after sho has Jaid, replace her in hoe
cageo, and give her o littlo sponge eake soaked in shorry wine, and ndd
more tugar to the egr and bread. 1F she has a difficalty in laying Ler
egge afterwards, keep hor in & warm room until she lays her compBinent.

Removal of Egge whilst Laying.—When the hens commenco o lay,
remove their eggs, one by one, until cach hen lays three, giving them
instead a nest oge, unless, as sometimes happens, thongh but very rarely,
tiat a hen only Inys two; in which ense they mnst be given to her : thia
is casily kmown if sbe fails to lay on the thicd morving. Tt somotimes
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happens, too, that o hen ouly lays ono eeg; under these circnmstances T

never pormit hor to sit, ns it is o sign that the hen is not in really good

condition, and Tenee the probability is that the egp will be fruitless, and

it will be a wasto of time to sob her; in instanees of this lkind feed very

liboeally, and give the binds plenty of frosh pir—an essential clement at

all times in hinl.brwd:in;;. After o hen hos Ieid tiree cggs she ought to
@ 5ok,

Nest Egge~The best kind of nest eogs to nse are those hade of bone op
ivory, but when these are not procurable, toke a few froitless epes ; make
» hole at ench cud of thew, aud blow out the contents. These answor
vory widl,

Parentage of Young Tirds.—Where a Jarge number of birds are kept,
it is nogessary to adopt & rogular system, and make snch arrangemonts
as will provent the possibility of o doubt as to the parentage of the
young brogds. Inall enses o dinry should bo kept, and a * Stod Dock™
will bo neeful, especially to breedors of exhibition birds,

In the first place, number those cages which contain each pair of birds,
eongccntively—small paper labels gummed on to the front of thon will
do—after tho birds havo boon placed in the cages; it will be found advan-
tageons to name them, or simply to call thom uumber one, two, and 20 on,
for distinction and foture veference; keep & separate register of their
pedigrees, &o., ot Jeast of thess deserving of mention elsewhere, Having
done this, make a box, szy one and balf to two inches deep, with as
many divisions as thero are prirs of birds; make cach division from tro
to two and a balf inches squars, and label them so as to correspond with
the numbers upon the cages; theso compartments may Lo Alled nearly full
with bran®or saw dust, asd the eggs should be placed in them, small end
dovwnwerds.

Bingle Pairs : Hew fo Manage—Tf it is decided to breed the birds in
single puaire, that is a coek to each hen, then T would recommend the use
of & “two eoupled” engo for cach puir; removoe the slide or commu.
nicator, nnd let tho birds heve the entire space to breed in.  After the
hen begins to kit, the coclk may bo left in, bot it will then be nocessary
to observe him protty closely, and if he is very tronblesome to the hen,
or breaks nn egg, close tho communicntion ot onge, soparating the cock
from the hen.  If, however, o conducts himself with beeoming propricty
during the process of incabation, he will, in all probability, do =o aftor.
wards, although I liave known instanees of cocks destroying the progeny
aeven aftgr having fed them for several days ; when this happens remore
the mals bird at once, and do not allow him to bo placed beside the
hen again until the young birds are at least throe weoks old.  When.
ever o cock eats the cgps, the bLest cure for this very unnaturni
practica is to give him one or two ogga that have beon ent wpon for o
Torénight, aud have proved nnfrafiful ; they aze then retten, and very rarcly
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fuil to offeot o enre, although if too many are given, thoy are apt to make
a bLivd d1L

The hen will, in all probability, have commenced to lay again by this
time; this, howover wuch it might bo regrotted, conld not, under tho virs
cumstances, possibly be nvoided, forif ile cook iz what may boe termed n
cannibal, there ia no albernntive—Tfor if ho be placed bﬂ.aiﬂn} the hon sooncy,
ho will assuredly kifl the young birds ; and oven at the age of thres woeels
1 have seon cofks of this nnture attaclk thom in & most savame manmner.
When I observo it I removo the cock at onee, and merely run him beside
the hen periodically—say twico n day for one or two hours togelher—
nzually in the morning and evening, which iz the best time, until she has
1zid three egzs, when it is not neoceseary to do so lopzer. 1f the hen
ghould Iny before the eock ia roplaced, the eggs will, of course, be fruit.
leaz ; bnt shonld the hen oy an ege when the young brood is say twonty-
one days old, and the cock iz put in at once, the thisd, fourth, and fifth
eggs will be, as o rale, froitful. In this cose cither the opgs must be given
to anothor hen, or sho must have two or three ariificinl egpgs fora fow
days to keop her sitting until it is cortain that the young nestlings are able
to feed themselves; bot unless o hien iz o good sitter there i3 o dunger in
the latter plon of hor foreaking her eggs ero she hatehes, as by its adoption,
it canges her to sit much beyond the wsual period of incubalion, which is
from thirteen to fonrbeen days, or in some rare instances oven fifteen—if,
however, the hen has laid, say, two eggs before it is dizcovered that she
has done go, let her have hor ovn way—that is, let her lny her bateh and
sit o3 she pleases ; she will, if o good mother, come off the nest and feod
ker yonng regularly nntil they can talo care of themeelves, but ghould eho
be obzerved sitting too elosely, and noglecting her nestlings or fledgelings,
remove tho ezra and nest altogethor ; when the young birds are one month
old thoro iz no danger of loging them, sud they may be confidently removed
to a ezze by themeelves, taking enre to place the food, &e. (coz and breud,
frezh greens nud water), so that they moy be found readily. In an ordi-
nary way, that is when a eocl has been removed from a hen either for
baing troublezoma to hor or for the purpose of coupling him to ancther hen,
it i3 best to roturn him to ber amnin (if sho hatches) when the young bivds
are from seven to ton daya old. Ho is gure to take to them ot onee (if not
n eannibal) and pesizt tho hen to rear thom. As soon us tho hon lays three
ogrs 8l may be sof, and the nestlinga ean bao left in tho care of the cocl:,
who will bring them up himself. If on the other hand, the cock be not
returned antil the progeny are fourteen days old or upwards, it uet unfre-
quently heppens that ho will not take to them gt all, and I bhave Imewn
instances (though rare) where young birds have perished from this canse,
In all cascs where acock is first relurned to o hen with young ones, he ought
to b watched, nnless ho i3 a tried and faithful servent ; bot that must be
50 arranged as to enablo them to be seen withoat their being able to teo
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t110 wakehar, or oven of being awsre of Lis presence, ad that alone would
Jdoter them from aoting in tho way they wonld do in the absonco of any
et and if & cock really will not feed thom, then the plan hercinbefore
entioned must be ndopbed.

Hatching.—When 5 hen is about fo hatel, n supply of ogg and bread
Ml groen food mnst be given her, and this treatment ought to be con-
tinued uniil the young fedglings aro st least six wooks E]d’ when they
vill bo able to feed themselvos with seed, which is much better for thom.
A fow groats may be given to then ot this time, which will bo of great
rarvice, and earo wmst bo taken to clean tho ceges frequently, and sapply
the birds liberally with sand.

Dificulties expericneed in Breeding—Having given the conras to be
pursued in canary breeding, 1 will now procced to enuncinte the ehief
ohstueles which are nsaally mot with, moro or less, by all breeders, and
will enideavour to point out, so far as my own expericnid cnables me, the
best menns for cbyiating nnd evercoming theso dificultios.

In the first placo it is necessary to obsorve ot the birds are in robmat
and vigorous healtl, for, if they are noi, dissppointments ofton occur
after thoy are pairod. This iz readily discovercd by {thelr movemonts,
If a bird bounds briskly from peech to perchina rapid nnd lively menuer,
and moves its wings quickly aud almost incessautly with o sort of somi-
flzpping motion, it is & suro indiention of good Lealth, snd o sound and
vigorons constitution ; bub if, on the other hand, it sits dull end mopish,
oF moves shout in & listless and phlegmatic manner, it is o certain sign of
ailment or delieaey of henlth, and T would strougly advise all broeders to
discard gueh o bind, howover good in quality, for gtock purposes ; as, al-
thonrh birds mey bo reared from parents slightly affectod with asthma,
consnmption, snd similar diseases, the progony are never really healthy,
nor satisfaetory, nud great dificultics are cxperinneed in ondemvonring to
roar them s besides thoy very feoquently die during tho process of mounlting,
even if they are roared thos for.

Tuhealthy Birds.—Never put o sound bird with an unhealthy one, or
it will bo fonnd, in cight cases ont of ten, that in a short timo tho sound
bird becomea affocted in like manner.

Hirds oul of Condition.—I must likewito impress npon breeders the
nocessity of thoronghly satisfying themselves that both birds are in fine
farm hefors they aro placed together in the breeding eage, for if the male
b fresher than the fomale, ko will mest assurodly proceed to ill-treat
Lier, and wice versi. This is on cazeutial point that is too frequently
neglected, espeeially by beginnars. f

Dreeding Bivds for Ezhibition.—I wounld sincercly recommend  all
fanciors to breed from the best strains that can be proeured, if they dosire
toJiread birds for the purposs of exhibition, as it is merely o matier of
outing in the firet instanee. High-bred birds cost uo more to keep than
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commeon birds, and with ecaveful and jodicions mnnagement, they are
nearly as casy to rear; and the pleasuuws to be derived from breeding
prize birds is immeasnrably greater, than breeding what may bo fermed
meore cage or avinry birds, although, be it remembered, prize birds nre,
a3 a matter of conrse, rare and exeeptionnl, even from the best bLlood
procurable. It is, nevertheless, o well anthentiented fack thet they eannok
be produced without the proper materizl. It is an old saying and a troe
cne, that like 'proﬂu.c{'s like, and this cbservation helds geod with birds
as well o3 with horses, dogs, &c.

Thero is no doubt that o great deal depends npen the birds being pro.
perly matched for futore rosnlts, in addition to being well bred,  (Seo
chapters on the different varietics.)

Young Hens fo Breed from.—It iz best fo breed from young hons
(first year), and cocks from two to three wears old, vroviding they ere
strong healthy birds, as young hens are generally more vigorous than
cld ones, and honce produee hardier and better young ones. I never
care fo breed with o ben more than three seasons, and = cock, four. The
principle chjection to young cocks, that is to say, one-year old birds, is
that they are genorally too ardent, and consequently prove mischievons
and troublesome; besides, o eock that has bred o scason or two, if o
ppod parent, tenches the yonng mother her dutics townrds her mewly-
hatched nostlings. T have soen an old-exporienced eock, tho moment ha
ohserved o hen hateh on esp, go direct to the feeding trongh, and having
procured o supply of food, he has hastened back to the hen and com-
menced to disgorge the contonts of his orop inte her apturned beoalk,
Having given her a portion of the food lio brought, his next agxicty was
to geb aceess to the nowly hatched brood ; and it was both amusing and
extremoly interosting to obsorve the various devices and endeavine
mancavres he used to induco the fond and vigilant mother to
pérmit him to give the remaiping porbion to her newly kolched litfle
“ birdies."

Of course, there arc gome mothers which rise instinelively 23 soon as
their partners have supplied them with provisions, and commence witlont
ceremony to administer it to the small objeets that have just been nshered
into being: but many hons act with s watchinl jenlousy towsrds their
first eharge, and prefer taking tho opportunity of feeding their young
when the cocks, after having vainly endeavonred to coax them to gratify

their humour, have roturned to the egr trough for o further supply of
food. Cocks of this sort are always good parents and waluablo®on thia
account ! but thero are others who pay very little atbontion to the domestic
pursuit of assisting to rear their Foung, and permit the hens to use their own
pleasure in the matter entirely. I alwoys look wpon this condoct na n bad
amen £o far as a cock bird ia concerned, and, unless a hen iz natorally o
good mother, there is considerable dangor of losing the progeny, espeeially
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if ¢ha bo of & jenlonsand sullcy natare. Whenovar I notico this disposition
I romevo the male bied at criea—as all sueh hons feed moch better without
them—for & weels or ten days, by which time tho hens loss this feeling to
aconsiderabloe extent, aud thevo is o very slender probobility, if they hava
been hithorto well eazed for, of losing the young after this period, and
dhoroforo I then gaturn the cocl wilh conddonee.

Leaving Coels besile Hens during Tacubation.—When g cock and hen
ara fonnd to sgree, the best plan is to leave them together during tho
process of imcubation, and afterwards, providing the cock does not
interfore with the newly-hateled birds; some cocks deslroy thom as soon
as they ore hatehed ; such birds onght to be removed as soon a8 the hen
is £ot, and not returned until the young binds are at least fouriecn
days old—from that to three woeks; if he interfores with them af that
age, that iz, if ho commesces to pluck and otherwise ill-treab them, do
nok leave him with the hen for any length of time fogether; he may
bo run beside hor for half an hour or an hour, and then romeoved, until
it is eonvenient to ropeat the operation. After ho has been observed
to pair with the hen two or threo times, it is not necossary to renew the
connegiion. :

Hens Swoating the Young Birds—A bath given daily at this timo will be
fonnd of great service. Some hena, although good and sttentive mothers,
sit too closely upon their nestlings, cspeciolly in hot weather, aud over-
Leat them to soch o dogree a9 o provent them thriving, or, to uso a
common aphorism among fanelers, ** sweat thom to death.”” In cases of
this kind take ome or two piceos of stick, euf very thin and round—
common lgeifer mateles, with {ho brimstone ends broken off will answer
tho purpose. Place them firmly acvoss the nest, pretty closely together,
and as near the youns birds as possible without tovching them ; this will
keep the hen from getting foo clogoly upon them, sud consequently pre-
vont hor “ sweating '* them. Dot ns'the birds grow, fresh picces of wood
will be reeded, and they must be removed aocordingly, sny every two days,
until the nestlings arc about cight or ton days old, when it will not bo
neceasary o continve it any longer. When the young birds are from
twelve to fourtecn days old, the hen will be desivons of going to nest
again; sho must, therefore, have anothor nest given to her for this pur.
poae, and likewiso a little moss, or materin) of this kind, to bLnild with ;
for althongh = hien may have o well-made arlificinl nost, sho hns the
inslizelive desiro to build ene heraell ; and during the peried of paiving
ghe will*work assiduously in carrying the material to and from tho neatl.
Novorthelese, sho ofton throws it all oot just bofore she loya: but if she
has not something to build with she not onfrequently proseeds to pluck
ber pregeny, and when hens once commenco thia vicious practico thoy
seldom forget it. At ench times T have seen hena pluck their young brood
to'buch an extont (when the above rules have been neglected) na scavcely

c
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to leavo o feather npon them, nnd T have =een the poor nnde, misersble,
gemi-dovoured wretelios, so horrified at theic beatal and annetural
purents, thet hunger, snd hunger along, conld induce them to approsch
near thom. ;

Plucking thetv Toung—Prevention is better fhan enre for snch mal-
proctices ; and the menns above recommended will |-c.fu1lilt[ to answes
in nineteen enses ot of twenty; but when they do not, place the young
birds in sn open wire engo, aud tio it on to the front of the breoding
eagno whero the parents are; bond the wires back a little, horo and theve,
in both capes, taking earo that tho corresponding wires are hent and
placed opposite each other Lefore the eage containing the young birds 1%
seenred, so as to nllow them to get their hends throngh. The parénis
will fead them in this way.,

Selection of Breeding Place—Tt very often bappens that a hen wishos
to build in the same part of the breeding.cage as she reared her first
brood, and will commence to peck at ler half-fledged nestlings long
beforo they are ready to leave the nest, in evder that she may foree them
to give up possession to ber for her further convenicnce, Wlhen this ia
obsorved, remove the nest containing the young to another part of tho
eage, and put the new nest in the plree thos vacatod.

Serew Nails for Tin Nests.—Alwnys beforo I commenee to use a coge
for breeding I put three serew nails into each—ono in the centre, and one
on cach sida of the two perches (outside), or at ench ond, so that it iz an
ensy matter to remove the nest from one mail to another This little
devics is generally sucoossiul.

Hens vefusing fo foed {heir progeay.—It will bo found in _gomo rarc
instances that under no ciremmstances can o hen be induced to feed her
young. This arises mostly eithor from bad health, o sulky disposition,
ar & very nervous temperament.  If from ill-liealth, there is no romedy :
if from the other canses nomed thoy ean, to a cortsin extent, bo ovor-
come and pometimes entively cured.  Spenk kindly to such hens whonovor
you have occcasion to como near them, aud nlways address them by the
names you havoe given them, thoy will soon ot neenstomed to, and kmow
them. Treat them gontly, and try to gain their confidence. If they are
very wild or intractable remove their food aud water for four or six honrs,
beginning in the merning. When theso are replaced remain closo by—as
closo to the cage as yon ean get; if they still oppear fimid and nervous,
and refuse to come near, remove the food, &e., for two hours longor, then
replace them again, neting ay befare, and continue Lhis trentmenknt short
intorvals until the birds are temed.  In timo they will learn to know
{hoir master, and will not oxhibit any signs of timidity or fear; by such
treatmont 1 have known hens that rofused to feed their first brood
ultimately become good and attentive mothers,

First Drood—Dio not part with o ben simply beeanse she fails to fear
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Licr first brocd—nlwnys give her angther chanee ; for it sometimes happens
that the fanlt is not hova; tho youns birds may bo woak and puny, and
eonsequently too delicate to rear.

Delicale Hoalth.—Dther hens, again, T have known to rear their first
nest, and lot the next die.  This, na a rule, will be found to proeeed fram

otk dalienin con.«l'ﬂmiv«n ¢ the hen becomes wenkly and enfechled by breod.
Ing, and, falling into o bud staio of health, becomes ligtless, and hence
lets her progony die for went of strongth ond energy to feed thom sofi-
ciently. Give such lons a rest: feed them likerally, and try to induse
them to batle,

Foster-mothers.—Fangiers who keap o large number of high-class birds
will find it necessury to keep & fow common canary hens as nurses.
Endeavour to get them to bogin to breed at or near the samo time as the
hens whose crps or young ones it ia probable or desirable for them to have:
80 that, in the event of o high-class hen failing to feed hor own progeny
sufficiently, they ean be transferrod to one of these nurees. Whers there
are only ous or twe young ones, they can sometimes Do given to othor
Enown good gothers, who happen to have offspring shout ihe same Hme,

Digerance in Ages.—There ought nover to be mor than two or three
daya’ difference in their ages, or the stronger and older birds will get all
the nonrishment from the mother, and ultimately moy trample the yonngor
and weaker birds to death.

Distinguishing Marks.—If the young ones transferred shonld be of the
Eama veriety as those they aro placed beside, and so young as not to bo
distinguizshable, then it will bo necessary to put & mark or something
upon theg, whereby they can be recognised—such, for insfance, ns tying
& piece of coloured sill loosely, but in euch a manner as to provent its
coming off, round ono of their logs, so that it can bo readily removed
when the birds neo feathored,

A Holilary Nestling.—One young bird is more difienlt for & hen to rear
than & neatfol ; ot the same timoe I prefer giving her an opporfunity to do
86, othorwize she might bo spoilt for the rest of tho season. T, howover,
it i8 geen that there is but o mengro chance of its being bronght up, und
thers are other reliable hens witl broods abent the sume age, it will bo
better to transfer it to one of thoso than allow it to die.

Weaning Foung Birds.—After tho young birds are removed from their
parcnts, and they are able to feed themeelves, continun to give them epg
and bread and green food nntil they nre ot lenst six or seven weeks . 11,
or oven fonger, as too sudden a change of food ia very froquently attended
with bad resmlts, and engenders ailments which somctimes preve fakal ;
but I do not mean that the fuil allowances should Lo given aftor they
attain the age of rix weeks, as they can erack seed pretty well befors
this time. Gradoally leave off giving so much egp.  After they abinin
this age, I generally give them the leavings of the other birds, providing
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they are fresh and wholesome ; and this, capecially if it hns stood over-
night and gots rather dry, wenns them from it better thun anything, aad
i8 not attended with bad results,

Lime and Sand.—~It wmat be romomberad, too, that frosh woter and
elennlingss, a4 well as frosh air and o libersl supply of sand, nre casentiale
in bird broeding. A litflo old limo may bo given ocensjonnlly; but if a,
plentiful supply of sand is given, it i not reslly necessary. 1 nover givo
my birds old me—nothing but sand gatbored from the senshoro—and
yob I nover have a shelless ogp, commonly known as s “wind ogg.”
Where sea sand cannot be procured, freestone broised small will answar
the same purpose, and a Gittle strong salt water, mado actificially, and
thrown over it will be found to make o good substitute.

Dirly Feel and long Claws and Beaks.—IE is Lighly desirable to elenn
the fost of birds and eut their elaws beforo they are ploced in the breeding
cago. If this be not done, hens with dick adhering in little hard knots to
their feet, or with long ovorgrown claws are vory apt to indont their
eggs whilst turning thom—a nocossary process during incubation—and if
the sbrasion admils the nir, the egg is spoilt in consequence. I remembaor
o case, however, where an ogg was aceidentally damaged, and a pieco
of transparent plastor wos put over the bruised part very neatly, and the
egg woa hatchod; but this wns o case where tho epg hod not boen
previously gat upon. T do not think it wonld hove sueeeeded nnder other
circumsatances ; ot least I have mever found it so during my expericnes.
Got o pair of sharp seissors and have somo tolerably warm water in
& suitable vessel pt hand—a teacup or even o saucer would answer the
purpose; take hold of the bird gently, but with sufficient Epnncss to
prevent it eseaping ; hold it on its back and place the log you intond to
porform upon between your finpora B0 ns to avoid any involuntary
action at the moment you are about to operale npon its claws. If
you con, cub them elean through with one out, about the contro of the
enrve of each claw: be careful not to tale too much off them or you
will ot them inte tho gnick and run the risk of loming the bird, After
this oporation is completed immerse the Teet in warm wator, wash thom
proporly, and dry with o soft cloth. Sometimes the bill, too, gots over-
grown and has 4o be ont ; this i3 o somoewhot dolieate operatiom, and
requires considerablo =kill and eare in its performance. Tho seissors
nsed for this purpose must be very sharp. Placing s little may-
shell, or evem o knob of loaf sugnr, ocensionally in the wires of tho
cage for the birds to peck nt will prevent any overgrowtls in this
direetion.

Unfruitful Eggs.—This nntownrd event sometimes procoeds from totally
difforent canses, It may happen through a male bird having lost o hind
elaw, or even throngh his having sore and tender fect, but not froquently
g0, It is usually cansed through ome or other of the birds not betng
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in rebust and vigorons h'u.ﬂ!]r, frequently from ailmonts contractod during
the process of moulting,  Thus it will oecpsionally bo found that & hied
is prolifle ono year nud have no produco the next; thia abmest invariably
results from o bad op vory Into monlt, Botas T purpoese to treat moro
fully on this subject wader the Load of “ moulting,” I will not notice
Jt further nt proscnt.

Tiarren Hens—T hove kaown inslances of young hons failing to breed
tha fiest year, bub nmply rewarding their owners the f;]lowmg EQLEOIL.
This, howover, is o very rare oceurvence. Theoro are other hens which
are pormanently barven; this results chiefly from old age, although
an nnsubisfretory moult will sometimes produce i6. These hens go to
nast with all the regularily of a prolific hen, and generally make excellent
foster mothers, sitting cggs and rearing young hirds with great eare,
sttention, and rogularity, and thoy are sometimes found valuable to an
extensive breeder,

ginging Hens—~1 have known hens, thongh not many, commencs to
siug like cocks, and with such gusto and vehemones that no one but o
thoroughly practieal and experionced feneicr conld possibly dizcover the
soxes by their song.® Thess hens whon pobup o breed almost invaris
ably proceed to destroy their ‘eggs or progeny, and are known nmong
fanciers as * ponatueel mothees” My advice to breoders fs nevor
to try them, T remomber o friend of mine once Lad & hen of this
deseription for & groat nnmber of yoars, but I nover conld persuads him
that it was a hen until one day it 1aid an egg at the bottom of fts eage,
and immediately gave up the ghost. He alwnys contended that it was
one of the bLest winging canaries he over licard, and as o cock it was
regavded by all his sequaintances and friends who wers not adepis in
tho ‘* faney."

Ireegular Laying Hens—Some lions lay an egg, and then miss two or
three or moro days ere they lay anothor. The canse of this is very often
atiributable to putting o hen up to breed too early in the spring ; the eold
seizes her 05 the eggs are * coming upon hor''—to use bird phraseology—
but to epeak more correctly, maturing within her, and completely dige
organisos hee aystem. It may lkewiso proceed from age or o delicato
constitution, but from the Greb-named canse mmch wore Trequenily.
When o hen once goes wrong during the breeding season she cannot be
relied npon afterwards, for that soason nt all events,

Second and olher Broods.—After o lon rears her fitst brood she
sometimees gets her foeb complotely elogged with dirt.  When this is
the case, take carn to cloan them properly befors ghe is reset; remove
the young birds to another cage properly prepared for them, as previounsly
pointed out, elean out the enge in which gho is breeding, strow it liberally
with eand, and take enre to give her o clean nest. If the eock is with
tl®% young birds end feeding them, they may be removed as soon ms ehe
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has Iaid her third ege, otherwize, not until “':'r’ are twenty-cight days
old, aa they cannot foed thomselves propevly beforo they attain that age.

Young Dirds cast out of the Neal—Ib somelimes happens that a hen
throws ono of her newly-hatched binds over the nest. I o cock is with
hor, and it is not discovered immodintely, he will most assuredly mutilato
it. When the hen is by hersell it is rarely melested, apd mostly found,
where it had the wisfortuno to fall. 1t is astonishing how lemg they
will live in thia way, ospecinlly in worm wenither, Wien o young
bird i3 found fn this predicament, and to all cubward appearance dead,
lift it as geutly &5 you ean, place it in the palm of your hand, partially
cloge it and commence to breathe upon it as vigoreusly as possible, and
as long as you conveniently can do go withont consing. Ferseyere for some
timo and you will snceeed in ninety-five enses in overy hundred in restor-
iug enimation. As soon as you obsorve such symptoms of lifo os
convince yon thet there is o reazomable chanco of its recovery, return
it to the mest; the warmth of its mether will soon restoro it to its
wonted appearance. Never put o bird found in this way beside a hot
fire, or in most eases it will snceumb. I presumo the excessive heat
affects the brain, ond likewise provents the lungd —which wust have
nearly eollapaed—Efrom exercising their proper funetions frecly.

Breading Belgions—Of all the varieties of tha Fringille cunoria family
probably the mest tender, and comsequently the most difieult to rear,
pre these koown among faneiers as puro Belgians. It is not ot all on
Aneosmon eecurrones to find newly-hatchod young birds of this variety
g0 weak und deliestn that they have not sufficient strength to kold up
their heads, 2o as to enablo the pavent birds to administep to their
prossing mecesaities. I have been proatly interested, and sometimes
astonished, whilst wateling (throngh an aperture in tho door of my bird-
breeding room) o theronghly relinblo good foeding hen endeavouring to
givo food to some diminutive object of this apecies. I have seen her
exert her ntmost ingennity and skill in her anxious endeavours to assist
{hem to obtsin the suecour which she inslinetively kmew thoy required.
I have watched hor single the young birds out and place then soparately
in turns under her in such o position as to yicld them sapport by her
legs; and, failing in this mancuvro, she has tricd to feed them by rest-
ing on her side, half buried in tho nest, a= their litle heads and elender
necks were hohbing from side to side, but withont avail.

When thore are young birds of this deseription it will be advissble to
ronder them some assistance nntil they aro sufficiently strong i recoive
putriment from the ken in o proper mannoer. The method T have found
to answer best is to give them the yelk of a moderately hand-beiled cgg
—hoiled, say, for five minntes and allowed to cool—mixed with a small
quantity of fincly-grated biscuit (pic-nice amswer very well, bat any
Lind of biscuits containing sugar will do equally well) meisteoed with
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e little water to soften it, and stiveed well together with the point of o
kunife to o thin consistency. Got o quill and cut it in form similinr to o
pen, ouly not quite so sharp at the point; held the young bird in the
left hand in such o manner as to render the most support to its head
and neck, and proeted to feed it with the abovo food. Give o small
orbion at first, which may be grodunlly inereased daily. This operation
shonld be repefed evory fiftcen or twonty mivotes, from daylight to
dusl in the evening. When the bivds are threo days ola thoy oeght to
be eble to recelvo food from their parents withoub further resistance;
il mob there iz but n slonder choneo of their being reared. Tho great
objection to this mode of treatmont is the danger there i3 of making a
hen jealons, which wonld prevent her from feeding thewm when they ara
ready Tor hor atteutions. Novertheless, it is the only chance they have,
and they are sure to perish withont artificial aid. If anyone should be
constrained 1o coptiome this procoss uniil tho birds are soficiontly
matnred to fecd themselvos, I oan only sny that his perseversnce will
rgerit any rewsed {hat the birde are likely to bestow, however good they
way ultimately turn cut to be. Of course, in smch an ovent o liltle
good wauld be reguired with the egp and bisewit after the birds arc
six daysold;: and it would be necessary Lohave it thoroughly woll crushed
and the hnsks removed—a pestle and mortar, which has been previously
well washed and dried, or even n paste pin, in an omergency, would do
for thiz perpose. Canary.seed answers best, and oceasionally o fow
groats and a little waw-sced way be added,  ever use hemp-seed—
—i% destroys the constitution of birds soomer than snything. As the
birds advance in sizo they will not need to bofed so often, but regu-
larly and®at intorvals of, say, fifteen, twenty, Sve-and-fwenty, and thivky
winntes.,

Aviary Breeding.—Dreeding birds in avipries ond in rooms withount
cages is o pastime enjoyed by some poople, and ppewors very well for
dealors whoe breed for profib, or for amatours who merely breed birds to
ging ; this latter accomplishment being considered by everyono who is not
initisted in the knowledge ami wmysteries of the “*fancy " as tho great
stue quid non of bird-breeding ; whereas to a renl fancier the song of o
bird is quite an after consideration—size, shape, contour, colour, feather
markings, crest, &o,, aro the grand points in lis estimetion, nccording to
the differont varielics of 1ho birds, He wants bivds to show, not to &ing ;
and, therefore, uuless they come up to the standard of **show birds'
they srp of little valae to him except as breeding gtoclk, il tho sirain bo
reliable and well known.

In aviary breeding a dozen hens with threo cocks will, with moderately
good Juck, produce a great number of young birds; s in cuses of this
kind they pair promizcuously. Somelimes the cocks nssist in feeding
the fyonng birds, but not alweys Brouches of trees or shrubs moy
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be placed in the room or avinry, or artificial nests may be hung here nnd
thero, If bronches of trees bo used, thoy should be cut from laege evor-
greons, such as holly or lansel, or pine bougha (Pine spined, Linn, 7, which
shonld be cut in Januvary or Fobrnary, os they will not then shed their
leaves, and placed inlarge flower-pots o small Enbe, illed with carth and
made firm. If ronl trees or shrubs bo used the birds will pluck and
destroy them. They prefcr the orange tree to all othe® to build their
nestz in, One*great drawback to this plan of breeding is that two or
more hens are apt to soloct the same epob in which to make their nests,
and a brisk conflict is the pesnlt. As soon as one hen commences to
build. the other will pull out the material, and then o warfare is begun
which iz not casily quelled. TFirst one Len is moster of the sitnntion and
then the other, and it is astonishing {o wilness the pertinseity which
ther display on ench oceasione. I have known o hen erect o nost, and as
goon o5 she has Anished it another hen lins gono and taken forcible
posscssion of it. In all such ecases war, nnd * war to the knife, ia
cortain, and very often o hen's foll comploment of oggs is broken in thp

affray.

To attempt to breed different voriotics, such as Lizards, Cinnamons,
London Faney, Norwich Faney, &c., mized up in an aviary, is simply o
waste of timo; and even suppose ene variety ouly was bred, and there
were o few pairs topother, you could not rely npon the parentage of the
birds. The only eatisfactory mothod of broeding birds for exhibition ia
to breed them in separete cages.

Bird Room, Aspeet, Heating, fe—Whore space is not an objeet, it
will be fonnd advantageona to keep a room entirely for the purpose of bird-
broeding. One with a sontherly or south-western agpeet i3 tho West ; but
this iz not an essentinl conzideration, as any situation will de. The more
retirod it 1% the better the birds will like it, as they prefer quictudo nt
that season., If it can be warmed during the winter by artificial means,
such as hot-water pipes, or by pessing o sheot-iron stove-pipe through it,
hested from ontside, it will be very desirable to do so. Do not mako n
firo in the room if it can bo nvoided; and under no circumstonces
wonld T advige the use of gas, ns it s vory pernicions io its effoeta
on the conetitutions of birds, and will get them into the moult in an
incredibly #hort space of time. Most canaries, excopt Belgians, enn
endure 2o immense amonnt of cold; and if they are covered np with
rugs, shawls, or similar coverlets during the intensely cold nights, when
the frost i3 very severo, but not othorwise, thay will take no horm.
Whern prtificial Leat is nppliod this precaution is quite unnecessary.

Lale Rreading.—Cease broeding as soon after the middle of Angust
in each year as possible, or even carlior; for when that advanced peried
of tho yoar has arrived it is quite timo the old birds were commencing
to moult; late moulling is exceedingly objecticnable, and very deiri
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mental to the health of birde, and ought, thevefors, to ba nvoided ns
much as possible.  Whon any of my hens lay after ihe 108h of Anguet
I never pormit them to sit. T throw their eges ont, and as soon as their
last broods can eater for themsclves, 1 romove the mothers inte n largo
fight eage or aviary ; but before doing so I pull their tails out, which
Appears to encourage or promote the procoss of moulting, If the hews
commenco to bited in the carly part of April—ag they onght to de, if
in blooming heslth and condition—er even sometimes at o latter end of
Marcly, tkero is ample time Lo obtain four nestz of eggs from cncl hien,
which'ls quite as many as it is prodent to take in ono seasen.  For ahen
to lny too much is weakening sud injurious to hor eonstitubion, therehy
sowing the foundation of disease, which is almest the ivevitable result.
Aflments thus engendered, aud not discovered until oo late, aro frequently
atfributed to tho moult ; wherens the weakness cansed by excessive laying
so enfuebles her that her constitution iz completely undermined, and
the moult—which iz at all fimes an eventful period in the life of o bird—
establishes the presence of diseasa.

faieubotion,—Thore are probably fow subjocts lose understood—that fa,
in o seientific point of view—then inenbation. The reason of this arises
from o variety of canscs, ono of which, doubtless, iz that fow favciers
care to destroy o fortile egy, ns theve is n feoling that it might develope
into o prodigy. Muoch that is valualls and interesting mizhié be learnt
frum n fow carelul experiments.

I have experinentalized o little in this dircction, amd have discovered
that egrs com be romoved the day prior to that on which they are due to
be hatched, and left totally uaprotected for a peried of six houwrs, aud

"gven a mich lomger time, and still they, if again roplaced nnder ilie hen,

ba hatched, pnd the ehicks survive. 1 have likowize found that eges
which have been set wpen for » period of two days may be removed
for & eorresponding period, and afterwards roturned to the nest withont
injury to thom, buf, ns n matter of course, thoy must be st upen tho
full period, i.e., thirteen days, befora they will hateh. Theea facls are
worth knowing, and it wonbd be well if funciers would make cxperiments
i saerifices ecensienally, and give the result of their laboura for the
ilation, mstroetion, amd enlightenment of their brother funcicrs,

8 el e



CHAPTER III.

. MULE BREEDING.

Astoxa the many pleasures to bo derived by Lird-faneiers from breeding
birds, there i3 nono which afferds snch an amount of plessure, inatroc.
tion, and amnsoment, as mule broeding; that is, provided good speci-
mens of tho hybrids aro obtained. Hoevein lies the difficaliy, but when
once it bas been surmounted a foll rewand for all past labours, perse-
verance, and patience i% reaped.

Uacerlatnlics of Mule Dyeeding.—It is a well-known faot that mony
men have bred mules for o great number of yenrs, bolween the goldfinch
and the canary, aml likewise betweon the linnet (Fringilla Linola, Linn,)
—commenly known ns the grey or brown linnck—and csusry, and have

never onco suceeeded in producing & single gpocimen workh 5g, ¢ whilst

others, who have only been recognized as * fanciers ' but o short time,
comparatively epeaking, have mannged to oblain binds worth as many
pounds sterling each, and no doubt o groat deal of this success depends
gpon intellipence and observation.

Good Aules.—Up to within o voery recent period any fangier who hap-
penied to prodoce o good specimen of s hghtly-marked mulo was looked
upon a2 either an exceedingly fortunate individual, or o moen that really
knew =omething—n sort of scer in Mrdology. Mo doubt solitary instanoes
are on record of persons having bred o gpood mule, as ib were by meore
necident, that is, at a first attompt ; whilst others, a3 T have beforo staged,
have bred mules for many years, or, aa I have frequently heard it
cxpreased, * all their lives," and nover were fortunate enough to * gat
anything worth looking ot .

Infuenee af Parents on $he Progeny.—Thero aro o great many theories
in yogne as to how good mules are produced, especially poldfineh mules
and 1 have heard fanciers cxpross o very decided opinion to the offest
that it was atiributable to breeding with o particular kind of goldfineh,
whilst others us implicitly believe that the deseription of the fingh his

J
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nothing whatever to do with tho result. Ono thing, however, & protiy
cerbain, and that s, that when o hen has been found to breed piod mules
with regularity Ler offepring may bo relied npon, as a rolo, to do tho snmo
thing. This being an establighed faet, any man who is in possession of a
wolldenown hen of this deseription is nlmost certain to Lo hesicged with
spplications for goung hens bred from her; and fabulous prices have
oceasionally been paid for them, Faueiers who are in possession of the
gennine type of bivdsfor producing prize mules eau aeldoadl be induced fo
part with ihem, and T have known what T should epnsider most tempiing
offors to purclnsge blankly refused,

ANl those who aro gennise admirers of onr festhered fevourites,
and love Deen in any way ssseciated with the " fancy " doring the last
ton or o dozen years, must have o vivid recolloction of the names of some
of oor most Tamous mule breeders. I refor to breeders of birds which
havo obtained great celebrity, such as Lenuy Moere, Tempost, Hobson,
and many others, and oot the mera oxhibitors ; as it is now notorious
that o number of our lerzest and most sueeessinl exhibitors very rarely
breed o siogle specimen of the birds they shew, they being simply the
purchasers, and, consequently, the possessora of the birds. Of courso
thers tre some exeeplions, but this rule applivs pretty generally.  Probably
cne of the most successiul breoodors of poldfinel and eamary mules of
modern times, §s Mr. George Shicl, of Sunderland, who has produced
soma of tho finest specimons to be found ; nnd it 18 a groat pity that he
canngt bo induced to exhibit them more regularly, as the public as well
as fanciors are thus debarred from secing some of the handsomest mules
ever bred, One or two of his binds bave been exhibifed, and were
eminontly enceesslul on cach oceasion when they were shown., Ho has
only been in the “fancy’’ some ten yeara—less or more—and during
this poried he has bred o very great number of evenly marked, unevenly
marked, and ticked mules.

Galdfineh and Canary Mules—When commencing to breed mules, my
e is, confine yonreelf {o thoso obtained between the gpollfineh and
canary, or linnet and conary, as they are beat caloulated o roward you
pocunisrily for the trinls and dissppointments which aroe almost cortain
to beset yound fhe boginning ; but you mest persevero, and if my instruc.
tione aro strictly followed, T have every confidonce that your labours will
torminato satiefactorily. Other kinds of mules ean be obtained, such as
sisldn and capary, bullinch and goldfiveh, &c., but of these T will treat
more patticnlarly under theie respective headings.

The goldfinch and canary undoubtedly produce by far the most Lenu-
tifnl of oll the canary hylirids, as such variety and diversity of colour
and markings are cbiained as canunot bo had by any othor cross. The
first thing to bo simed ot is to get o strain of camary hens that can
bef rolied wpon lo brecd marked mules, 3 it i3 beyomd dispute that
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the majority of Thens chosem nd mndom, or oven seleeted, as they
sometimes aro by breoders who imagine that they know a *thing or
two,” very sellom produce the merest semblance of n pied bird, although
they have tried soason nfter senson with hens of totally difforent strains.
When first I commenced to broed mules, which 4z & good many yenrs
ago, I began, liko n grent many wore fanciers, with no more iden of anyy
thing further being required {lan gimply to ploce o male goldfinch snd o
femnale eanary togother in breoding-eage, give them o nest, and await
the result; experience has taught me very differently.  After breeding
mules for several years, with no bobber suecess than s mortified old
fancior ill-naturedly obscrved, * getting o honseful of sparrows’—for
such are dark mules gometimes designated—I began to turn my altenlion
to the subject more closcly.

Sib-bired Birds—Having determined to inguire into this subjeet, T paid
2 visit to o person who hind obtained considernble notoriety in his neighe
bonrhood nmeng the  fancy,” from the fact of his having bred, doring
the previous five or six years, two or three very good goldfinel and exnarcy
mules. Hewes o earpenter by trade, and I found him shrewd and intel.
ligent, and inclined to bo communieative. As o matber of course, I askod
him the asual * thousand and one "' questions, but all the informatien of
a practieal chavacter that I wos enalled to obtain from him was that all
his eanary hens nsed for this purposo were of Bo-and-so's * celobraled ™
gtrain. I visited nuother and anolher, with o like resul, and nok being
satisfied I determined to visit Mr. Bo.and.so himsclf.  This genflemon
wod nong other than a knight of the shovel and pick ; or, to epeals mora
plainly, a pitman, or hewor of * black diamends This ingividual I
found o bo execedingly vesorved, enntions, suspicions, and cunning in
Lis manner. When I began to question him as to how ho managed to
obtain the hens thot hod bred him ench exeollent mules, he was veory
mysterions in his demeanowr, and his answers wers given after con.
sidornble deliberation on his part. He evidenily regnrded my visit and
eatochising him with much disfavour. Finding that my tncties in ask-
ing straightforward questions wore not at all apprecinted, I resorted to
a different plan altogether, and with apparently much botter succtss, I
bought a marked mule from him at o good price, and also o young
canary hen *“ of tho mother of the mule’ I had bought—so ho informed
me.  Sho ought to have been, for the prico I poid for hor: but whother
she wia a danghter of this partienlar hen or not, I con only say that
ghe failed to emulute the deeds of hor parent.  After reponted viita and
much mancuvring, I fancied I hod learnt somothing, e told me it
had pozeessed the strin for npwards of twonty yeara; ond in answer ta
further questions I discovered that they were all very nearly allied in
blood relationship. This gave me an ides, and I resolved to follow
it up, .
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Whenover I heard that auy broedee had produced a ® pied " mulo, I
made it o rule to go And try my utmost te teace the parentage of the
hon thot bred it.  Scwmetimes I suceceded to s certain extent, but not
gonerally ; and I found ib o slow process and tercibly up-Lill werk. Tt
often bappened that the Len had boen bought from a dealer, or the
person Tl fﬁf”lﬁl{m where he ]"I.II-E'!I"lt\.(l. Lier, and hrl.n:l merely run o gold-
finch to her as an “ off chinee," in hopes of getting “ somothing good.”
Bl the Little informoation 1 was cnabled to u;,-;;muulrfln in this Wiy
strengthened my first impression, that the chicf secret lny in the in-and.
in breeding (eonsanguinity).

About eix years ngo I visited an old man in a small country town in
Northumberland, who had been a bird breeder for o great number of
years ; he brod mules principally, and had obiained some very handsome
gpocimens—ohicly evenlyamarked birds. I could not glean much from
this individual himself, a3 ho wos by no menns of o communicative dis-
position ; but I learnt from a neichbonr of his, who hoad the same strain
of hens, bot had been o little less fortupate in obtaining good mules,
that the origin of them had been the produce of o common Len cenary
ond a * London Fanex* eock. I failed to loenrn anything of the nnte-
codents of the parentage of the hen; but the cock I ascortained was
broed by a gentleman who had bred London Fancies for severals vear and
during the whole of that time he had not introduced a chanre of blood,

When I got north of ihe river Twoed I visited ono day o very old
fancier, who bad bad the good fortune to breed and rear some execellent

“mules. I fonnd lim to bo a respectable and trostworthy man, and con-
sequently J conrfed bis acquaintance. I was too familinr with the peen-
lisrities of the Scotch people to begin to exhibit any inguisitivencss at
first, but ns time rolled on our friendship waxed greater, and I ventured
to ask him how he precured tho hens which bred him his good mules,
Ho replied, * They are sib bred.” *5ib bred!™ I repeated; " what is
that? "  Ho said, very gravely, ** Weel, sib bred is &ib brod, an I thocht
thot onybody kenved what that was."  Hewever, I found that the dofini-
tion of the words meant consanguinity ; and thus the idea which I had
naturnlly formed waz practically confirmed. He further informed mo
that all the hens he had bred mules from wore a3 ** aib bred ™ aa they could
be, nnd that all the principal Scoleh breeders atfributed their success to
this canse. My theory is that tho blood becomes so thoroughly pure in
ong divection by the process of breoding in.nmd.-in that the admiziuce
with o freizn or opposite species produces little change in it ; and I have
no doult that this ia the veritable solution of tho * seeret ' which haa
been so closely kopb for so many years, Ne doubt thero are other
adjnncts needed for the production of mules of » superior clazs, having
in view the improvements, size, colour, and feather, which I will poink
oft in tho course of my remarks; but before I do so, T will give the
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resnlt of my own experinients, which, being practieal, will Le valued ae-
cordingly. ;

Being now thoronghly convineod that T had dissovered the true mothod
for producing marked wules, I procured o clear buff Norwich cock cnnary,
brod from clear bivds, by o feiend whoe had bred with a fow pairs far
fonr or five years, movely for his own mmusement, end, thercfors, hag
not deemed it worth lhis while to introduco & fresh strnin. I put this
cock to o clefr yollow hew, bred from two evenly-marked Norwich birds
by mysclf, which wore pretty elosely rvelntod. I lept veo hons and a
cock fromn this pair, and havivrg paired these again, I got three yonng
canaries from one hen and two from the othor, I then placed a male
poldfinch with each of the hens, and doring tho season I brod some nicaly
marked males ; scarcely good enongh to show in this are of marvelz, bat,
potwithstanding, pood birds., Fired by my success to more vigorons
cxertions, I detormined to oxtend my chonees, and hearing of a person
who had some bens very * il Lred,” T purchased coe, and two more
coldinehes.

The following year I put up two young hens, one yellow and one buff
(the remainder being all eocks), bred as before stated, and also the * ki
bred” hen which I kad purchased. Shewasa clear buff hen, of the variety
Enown as * Norwich Faney,” anid wos the prodnee of clear buff parents.
I first took a neat’ of ennaries feom cach of theso hens, and afterwards
infroduced them to the * goldies.” One of the young hens started off st
onee, and laid & oest of egge which proved frmitful, nnd wore hatched ;
but the yonng lirds were weal and delicate, pnd only lived twa days,
They had 2]l the appearance of being light mules, as their skine were
like newly-hatched canaries; I wos much pleased with my success B0 [aF,
although doomed to dienppointment by tho losa I sustained when they
sneenmbed.  Soarcely, howoever, hod I become reconciled to my first mis.
fortnne, when a second and worse befol ma; for a few dova afterwards
the mother of them died also. I was now left with nothing but the two
hene, as 1 had previously ported with the others ; and in one of these 1
must confess my expectations were very limited. They each laid abont o
wook after the firet-pamed hen, bob both their egps woere barron; so 1
exchnnged the goldfinches, and the following nests proved froitfnl. T sed
them beth together, as they leid on the enme day ; bnt before the peried
of incubation had expired, T thought it prodent to exchange their neats,
af the young hon I bred myeclf was nol o pood feeder, and it was with
difinlty that she had managed to rear ome bird from her ficed brood ;
whereas the other hen had proved hesself to be thorenghly reliable i
this respect.

As iheir time for hatching drew near my anxiety sod anticipations
inereased, and colminated one morning when I oatered my hird-room
rud Leard o low chirping sound—fumiline to the ears of eld expericnoed
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fanciera—proceeding from tho corner in which tho coge contmming the
two hens in question was hanging. T made straight to the spot without
a mowent’s delay, and listoning with au eager and atbentive car, T soon
iliscoverad that both of them had hatohed. 1 proceeded ot onee to give
thoem the nawal vinnds ns quickly as T counld, and made my oxit rather
abrupily, as I ygas afraid to disturb the Lens any more than I could
holp on this occasion. My desiro to have n peep nt tho little stran-
gers, the produce of the leo I lnd bred, beenmo more Tutenso as each
doy paszsed bLy; but when the fifth doay aerived T could not restrain
my coriosity any longer, o T vouturod to poke the hen off her nest, which
I took out of tho caze and conveyed to that part of the room where I
got the most light., A minute inspection followed, and although I found
them foir good mnles, T must confoss thoy were not g0 good as I hod
cxpected ; 20 I returned them to their foster mother, more disappeinted
than plensed. On the following doy I wes feeding my birdg, a8 neoal,
when T essually noticed the othor hen which had chirge of the other
mulez off her nest; aod singnlarly onoogh, abont these I had felt no
manner of anxiety, and very liktle enriesity, but I thonght I might as
witll have o Took at them when an epportanity was alorded me. Gooss
my astonishment and gratification, then, when T digeerned two light mules
there, I removed the nest in the twinkling of an eye, and found to my
dizmay that the poor little hungrylooking wretehes had been half starved

~for want of better mttention from thoe mother, and must, unless some

sucaonr was immedintely fovtheoming, perish.

My first impulzo, on finding the two light-colonred mules ameong the
hali-starvgd youngsters, was to fronelfor the broed to the other henm;
but,; sesing the groat disparity that existed between the size of the one
lot and that of the other, I resolved not to adopt this plan, aa I well
knew that the larger and strongor bivds would bo pretty certain to
smother their small and weakly companions. My moxt notion was to
throw ont the darkest, and consequently loast valusble birds, to 2ave the
otherg; had I done this I shonld have acted wiscly, ot least in o
poauminry point of view; but, like thousunds of other people in this
world, T adepted o * penny wise and pound feolish ™ policy.

I felt reluetant to Jose any of the birds so long as there appeared tho
lonst poasibilify of saving thom; and beside, I lhad somo qualms of
conscfense, T am bonnd to admit, whon tho idea of Lilling those poor
unoffénding little birdies orossed my mind. I was in o dilomme, thet is
fuite edttain, and how [ was to got out of it pozzled’ me not a litile.
At Inat T made np my mind to take the mmnle which I considored of
the least valoe from nnder the hen which was feeding hor young to my
satisfaction, and give if to the one which wos not bohaving properly
to thosa under her care. T then removed thoe clear mule—for swely it
eifully was—and pat it in the place of the one [had taken away, thereby
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effocling » tranefer, so that cach hen in voality pot one of her own
progeny by the chango,

There was still a grand mulo left underneath the neglectfnl fostor
mothor which 1 was most anzious to save, nmd having a canory hen with
n brood of young birds some three or four doya old, I effected o socond
transfor betwoon theso hens, on the same plan as the first.  This ag-
penred to me to be the most sntisfactory arrangement I could make, a8
the ouly risk I"had was that of losing o moderately-morked mule and a
Worwich canary; but I waa quite willing to mako this sacrifiee if
T could only suecced in vearing tho two mules of such excelloneo and
promizo. As I said bofore, one of them wes guite clear, and the
other had beantiful evenly-marked wings, soven dark foathers in ench in
the upper part of tho wing, and corresponding oxnctly, with all the
appesrance of being clear clsewhere, with tho excoplion of oye marks,
which wounld still further have enhanced its value, At the sge of
thirteen dnys, however, this bird died, and the clear mule expired a
few doys hefore; s0 T gave each of the hens their frst charges back
to thom, by no means benefited in appeavsnee or condition by the
change.

The loss of these birds wns cxecedingly mortifying to me, and T do
not need totell those whe lnow anything about mule breeding what a
serions omo ik was; but perhaps I onght to warn those who intend to
porzne this pastime that they must bo prepared to meet with similar
disnppointmeonts.

When the Len which bred me the pood mules had renred those under
her care, T took a nest of conaries of her, and afterwards anothier nest of
mules, fonr in number, which consisted of three marked and ome dark
birds, I twice showed the best of the marked ones, and obitained o
% high commendation,” on ono oceasion, and & “very high commendation ™
on the other. From tho other hen I gob two more nests of mnles,
and among them were two very good specimons, boing nicely markeod,
althongh emall; both were hens, and consequently of little value. In
the sutumn of the same year some kind of distemper, which proved vory
fatal, got ameng my birds, and T lost o great sumber of thom ; the
ouly Lirds I had left to begin the following season with of the mule
breeding etrain were the two hens, and two young cooks from the hen
that prodoced the best mules. I commenced as nsual by plncing s conory
eock with cach hen for o Brst mest, but I enly suceceded in rearing ene
young canary, which died at the nge of fourieen days. I nexkput the
goldfinches with them, but on this cecasion T roversed the cocks, for this
renzon:  One of them was what is known ameng bird breoders as o
# pea-throat,” and he was tho father of the clear and lightly marked
mules; and being aware that o difference of opinion _n:.iata among
brecders with respect to these birds, somo attributing the conse wf
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tho mules being pied or wmarked to thoe fack of breading with * pone
thrast " and *f cheverell " goldinehes, T resolved upon making so expori-
ment, in order to nseertain, if possible, wheiher thero really wns any
foundation for such a belief, In tho eourso of twalve or fourtecn
days both hens Jeid and wero xet, and fheir egos wore frnitful, The
acnt with the “gpeadhroat’ latehed four ezgs and bhrought up the
munles horsell—thoro wore threo of them marked and ong entively darlk,
but tho marked bieds woro not Bo geod as those gho had produced the
previous year wilth an ordinary goldfinch. Theo other hen hatched and
veartd three bivds, iwo boing dark and the other tolersbly well marked.
I had purposed roversing the finches again, but before 1 bod an oppor-
tunity of doing so the * pea-throat™ died. T thoreupon ram tho other
goldfinghi—iho only one I hnd lefi—to thoe hen which had resred n
brood by the  pea-throat ;™ tho result was a nest of thres mules, all
marked bieds, and very similar in their markings to her first produce.
[ had veplaced the finch with tho other hon, and om this oceasion ghe
hatehiod fonr munles, which cousisted of two dark bl mules, one clear
minie, and the othor had ene lightly.marked wing and an eve mark on tha

ame side as the marked wing. The clear mulo died st the nge of throe
wanks, Trom some eause which T never was able to discover, as It appeared
in porfoct health only a fow honrs beforo I found it dend ; the other
[ munaged to rear, but, uwnfortuoately, I lost the lightly-marked bird
vwhen it was almost theough the moult. Oneof the dark mules from this
ngst I showed at the Crystal Palace, where it took firsé prize.

Drgring the moulting seazon tho yellow hen which had bred me some
very fnir gmules died, 2nd also the young canary cock of this strain;
tho other 1 had eold proviously, so that I liad nething but one lien and
the goldfinch left, and T was so exasperated at my bad fortong that I
cxehanged them for a pair of good lizard ennnries with o friend, and gave
up this branch of bird breeding ; but it is my inteation to fry it again,
and I hope with fower misfortunes than I have hitherto oxpericnced.

A gontloman who purchased from mo & young cock brod from the
“ gib-hred ** hen, mother of tho bost mules I had beed, put him to a cleap
Norwich hen canary, and & young hon bred from this pair produced two
very excollent mules. I mention this faet to prove that where tho blood
iz right it will be perpetaated in foture gencrolions. I conld namo sevepal
other cases within my own knowledgoe, if it wore necessnry, to verily tho
faet. Nevorbheless, it must be distinetly understood that while this peealiar
fenture B3 traceable throngh na entice raes of birds allied in blood, it
varies much, sud in different degrecs, even in the same family or gonern.
tion. For instance, I have known threo hens, own sistors, cach produce
mules ; and although the progeny from the whelo of them were mera or
lees pied, thero wos o marked echarpeleristic distinction among thom,
{ithsa of cme particular hen being infinitely superior in quality and marle.

n
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ings Lo those of the others.  Thin, T presnme, doponds greatly upon the

woll-known fact whioh is familinrly termed **throwing back,” thab iz, .
breeding back for severn] generations in favour or resemblance to certain
of their progenitors.  'This is no now theory, but an arlmowledged fact,
and it is traceablo not only in birds and animals, but in tho buman
-

gpecies als, -

Cheverell and Pea-thront Goldfnches—It is not my intention to atlompt
to refuto in fofo tho theory held by somo breedors, who consider ib
casontially necessary to have o ** choverctl "' or * pen-throat ™ goldfineh in
order to obtain masked mnles. My oxporiemco has taught mo to place
implicit relinneo upon the enmary hens, and I am felly perspaded that
wnless fhe hens are of the right sorb you will never smeceed in pro-
ducing lightly marked mules simply by breeding from goldfnehes.of the
deseription T have named. And I nm quite sure thet mere than two-
thirds of the most sueccasful broeders of these birds will bear me ont in
my azsertion ; ot the same timo I know that both * choverell " and * pea-
throat ™ zoldfinches nvo much songht after and highly estoomed by somo
of the oldest and most experienced mule breeders in this country, and o
muel better price can bo obtained for them than for ordinary birds.
Indeed, T hove known as much as o soversign to have been paid for o
wood specimen of the first-named kind. Many noted breedors assort that
Lens are mora likely to *throw"" o geod mule with o finch of this sort
than with one of the ordinary type, and this foct T am not at all disposed
to dispute. T have great regord for the opinfons of thoreughly practical
men, and for 1his reason I am not desivous of endeavouring to ipmore
what appears to be o sottled conviction in favour of these particelar kinda
of goldfinches; at the same time, I consider it right to say that I havo
saon eovernl grand mules bred from goldfinches of the common deseription,
and this fact goes far to prove thot tho theory I hold is well founded ;
and beside this T ean cerlify that seversl breeders whe aro personally
known to me have iried the exporiment with both warielies of tho gold-
Snch sbove montioned, and hens choson promiscuonsly, and have never sug-
ceaded in breeding o plod muls of any volue, This being eo, it must Lo
evident to all 4t the frst and principsl requirement in order to insure
snccess in this partienlar branch of bird broeding, is to procore n race
of cannry hens npon which some roliance ean bo placed, T will, Sherofore,
ondoavour to instruct those who are desirous of pursuing this interesting
sindy in the most spproved mothod of producing o thoroughly relinblo
strain for this purpose. 2

Couarica for Muls Breeding.~sIn tho first place, T rocommend the pur-
chaze of a pair of Y London fancy ' canaries, as I believe that all birds
of this pariicular variety are very closcly allied in blood relaticnship,
mugh more 50 than is genceally snpposed.  This class of birds has beenin
the honds of & very limited number of fanciers for tho last twenty ;'cm:‘a.
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or more, and have dwindled year Ly year to n mere feastion of whak
they were nt that period.  They have beeoma very delicate with in.and-in
breeding, and theic constitutions have been greatly impnired thoreby, eo
that iho strougest of them aro now regarded ag tender bisds. Having
proourod those, got o larmo bird bred between o Belginn eanary and a
cennamon visriegaded * Yorkshive funoy ;" let it bo perfectly clear in colour,
and if it * blows elear ™ all over, so wmuch tho botter—that i, clear in
the under flue, or small feathers next the skin, Many birds which
appear clear avo fownd whon examined to have small black feathers
boneath their outer covering: birds of this kind shonld be avoidoed
whon they are intended to ba mated with o * London fancy™ bird, as
plenty of groen will be had from the lnst-mamed wvariety., Having
obtained o bird of this description of tho opposite eex and colour to the
*black wing " {(London fancy), they can be paived. In choosing o cross-
bred bird of this sort codesvonr to got ono with rod or brown oyes,
eommonty ealled © pinl-eyed ;™ it iz not dificolt to do, ns most birds
with o cross of cinnamon blood in their veins have red oyes.

In iho next place, procure o clear hen of the evonly-marvked © Norwiel:
fancy®" strain, Tho larger sho iz and the richer in colour the better;
this hen must blow clear likowise. When porchasing * London fan.
cies" bo sure to have them both out of the same mest, if obtainable ;
if not, they onght certninly to bo of the samoe parents; and I shonll
strongly advize yon to get two male birds if possible ; butl if not, conple
the cocls bird with the Norwich fanoy hen, and the lien * black wing™
with o mals bird brod in the way I have already pointed out. Keep two
or thiroe ofetho clesnest birds obtsined from theso crosses; but if any
of them have “pink eyes” scleel these in preferenen to all tho othors;
mate theso, and broed from them the following senson, IF proferred,
gome of the hens bred from the last cross may Lo run with goldinches,
when, no doubt, o fow tolerably good mules will be obtnined from thom;
bunt tho canaries must be bred in-and-in for some years lenger beforo
mules of the highest standard of excellence can be expocted. They must
beo so erossed ns to insoro an intimato blood relationship; for insiance,
first comsing must be paired togother, also nnelea and niccez, nenhews
and nuntz, and go on ; bat I do net recommend putting brothers and gfs-
tere, nor fathors aod danghters, nor motheras and soms fogelher, as the
produce of these crosses are generally puny end difienlt to rear.

Doulle Vellows.—Oecasionally twe yellow birds must Lo put together.
Tho produce of theeo will sometimes bo found seant in feather, and when
eros=od the snme way o second timo will bo still more 80, Indeed, I have
geen heos go somi-nude by this procesaof breeding that the sight of them
wos offensive. Dot these hens invariably breed the handsomest hybrids.
1 once saw o very beautiful evenly-marked goldfinch mule, which was
I:rﬂ'g from n hon that was o deglitute of feather, so pinched and hungry-
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looking in her appeavance, that I pesitively wonld not have had hes a9
@ pifk if T hnd not Leon cognisant of the fnot.

My voason for advising you o breed from denble jonques is that you
ara aure to geb moro yellow-marked mules by this method than by any
oilier, and thoe ya]low-u-.uﬂ.ucd Bisds mro the most valunble, as they are
el mere diffienlt to obtain, and, consequontly, more o than buils
marked birds 3 Jbeside, this cross greatly enriclies tho colour of the birds,
which in itsolf iz a weighty consideration.

Doubla Bufs—In lile mannoe pair two bnfl birds togother, eny, once
in two or threo yoars, ns by the adoplion of thin plan the birds will be
greatly fmproved in feather, both in quontity and closcness ; it likewiso
sncroases their size, and materially strengthena their constitutions ;
tifla in colour may be sacrifieed by it, but this i readily rogrined by
matching o bird bred from two tuffs with one of the oppesito sex bred
from two yellows, and the blending of thess crosses will bo found to
produce the mosk benoficisl results in every respect.

Aidjunels for Mule Breeding.—When commencing fo breed from the
T.ondon fancies, &a., it i3 & good plan to put o pair of pure Norwich
fancies together at the same time, both clenrs and nearly allied in kindred;
alzo put a Belgian, Glaagow Don, or Manchesler Coppy eanary, with a
argo cinnamon variegated hen, ora clear hen bred from twe birds of the
1atter deseription; eross the preduce of theso two pairs of birds in fhe
gamo way os I have pointed out in tho firat instanee; these birds ean in
the interval be ntilised s ourses, but at the end of theeo yonrs they will
ba found most valuable adjuncts to pair with what I may torm the regular
muling strain, and the admizture of this new blood will strewsthon and
invigorate them wonderfully, and withont detracting from their specifie
qualities to any apprecisble oxtent as mulo breeders, sooing that they
juherit the specielity requived fhrough the in-nud-in breeding.

Consanguinily—If you breed too long on the principle of consan-
guinity, withont an oceasionnl admizture of now blood, there is o danpee
st the course of time of losing the strain altogother, althongl it might
requirn o considerable poriod to effect ko undesirable an objeck. Still,
{}sero can be no manner of doult that the procoss of ** gib " breeding tends
greatly to impair the health of birds, and ultimately makes theom ezeced-
ingly tender and bad to rear, and thercfore an oeensionnl eross is in
reality an imperative necessity, and T may add that itiaa COMIMOn Pras-
tice with many old mule Lroeders to exchango with cach other n male
canary about onee in every three or five years from their * noted " strains,
a3 they find it mutually adyantagesus to do so.

Dark (foldfinch Mueles.—Having fully given all the instructions neces-
gary for oblaining o rolinblo strnin of canories for the production of vorie-
gated mules, it will probably be fonnd advantageous to somo if 1 given
{ow hints an to the breeding of dark goldfinch mules, which, n.lihuuglll‘hf

T e
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corsidombly loss valuo than (heie moro ostoomed confidres, the plod bi
aro novertheless, when good, mueh estecmed by some people. ‘Tha great
desddesatum in thesa birds is gize and richness of colour, and when theso
qnalitioa are ebixined, combined with good shape,
and quality of feather, you are prelly weoz the tap of tho tr

earriame, nnd closcnoss
ce, I con

gEsmre you.

In order to cstablish o tribo of cxnary hens lileely to produce datl
finch mules fit Tor the “‘highest compotition,” ib will bh neecssa
procure fArat a vory pichi-plumiged Norwich bird of cither sex, with &
clear orange.colonred breast pnd dark back, fights, and teil, with &
clear or vory leltlymarked bead.  Coupla this bird with a green cansty
having & light breast, bred from the cinnpmon-marked steain, or a protly
heevily cinnamon-marhked bird full of Worwich faney blood will do quite
as woll. Nexb procure the largest-marked bird possible—one fell of
Belgian fancy properties, anid marked ns nearly liko tho Norwich bird
already deseribed as can be procuged. Coupla this bird with o lizard
eanary, or, what would be still betber, » bird bred bebween o Londen
faney and o lizard. Having gneceeded in rearing young hirds from
these erosses, pud the produce together the following season, and from
the Lirds #o bred seloct the lnrgest nnd handsomest of the hens, groenm,
Tf there are any with clear breasts and

: molil-
ry to*

or naarly all green, in colour.
lightly mnrked abont the head, bo sure to retnin them ; if not, choose
those which boar the nearost resemblanges to whot T have described.
These hens can be placed with goldfinches, snd their progeny ought to
be up to the mark.

I it b Jesired siill furthor to improve the colonr of the mules, and
thora be no objectien to sacrificing size and shape to eolour, erozs the
lions for two or throo generations further with the Norwich fancy variety.
1f, however, shapa Lo preforred to colouwr, golect large birds, such as
Glasgow Dons, thres-auarter bred, or pure Belrinn fancy canaries, or some
gimilnr variely of large birds for the purpose; but take earo to selech
tho bicds for these further crosaes in aceerdanco with the imstruetions
alroady given, or the result might not prove satisinotory. In my opimion,
gizn amd shape are great nequisitions o a mule ; and if with these elements
in hand, rich colour, cloza feather, and what 15 most admired of all, o
brillisnt orange band round the beak and well up ovor tho faco of the
bird, can be obtained, together with a rich, deep, and vividly-coloured
breast, there are only required siyle, contour, and o graceinl carriage o
eomplote & {horongh show bird and an undoubied prize winner,

A good darle mule, I gomsider, muy be comparail with a carrior pigoon,
and the points of excellence in ench benr greak similerity to tho othor,
The prand blaze of eclour on the faco and breast of o really good darls
muls may bo regarded ns reprosenting the spongo on tho boak and the
oy wittle of tho cacrier pigeon, and the shapo sod carrizge ought fo
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ha slmilar; there should ba the fine, sharp, eleck head, with long slendor
neek, bold ehest, fine lovel back, and an oasy betring.  Bot theao points
can only be produced in o mule by an ipfuzion of Belginn bleod in its
veing ; and thess elements ace, I considor, tos frequently overlooked by
judgex, who ave apt to bo carried away by the gorgeons eoloura that
some mules possess ; the dazzling head and fiasly breasg eatch the judges
cyo, and [orm gecms to slnk beneath the vivid hoes. ”

Choiee of Goldjinches for Mule Brecding.—As soon as iho hens havo
been obtained from the different erosses I have recommended, look out
for o few choice moldfineles. The birds I peefer for breeding purposcs
are what are Jmown among tho initinted as * grey-pates '"—{hat is, yoong
goldfinches, the producs of the last breeding scason. Tho best time to
purchase thom is in the months of Scptember. and October, before they
hiave moulted their grey faces and donned the plumnge of matured hirde,
a5 you cannot then be deceived as to their netnal ages ; bub it will beneoes-
sary bo oxercise great caro in their selection, or you will, in all prebability,
gob more fomales than males. Perhaps the best plan wonld be to pur-
chaze a dozen from o fAight of newly canglt bieds, select the male birds,
and give the fomales tholr lberiy ; for, although instances bave boen
Lnown of fomale goldfinelies breeding with male canaries, they are rare
and excoptional, and I cannot in auy way foel mysolf justified in advising
anyone to try the experiment.  Goldfinch hens have s noataral aversion to
artifieial neats, and very fow of thom ean be reconeiled o these sub.
stitutes, By adopting tho plan I have meniiened, yon ought to beable
to Luy them at o low figure, =ay, from ten to twelve ehillings per dozen, or
even lesa ; much depends npon the season, as some years thgy ave moro
plentiful than others. Tt is not an easy matter to distinguish the males
from tho fomalos, although the former, as o rule, aro larger, more masco.
lige in appearance, and bolder ; they wsnally have longor beaks and largor
heads, and the red stripe which encireles the root of tho boak is breador
and brighter, as is also tho black on the top of the head snd down the
neck ; the white chooka are cleaner, and tho breast aml back are like-
wise purer and meore vivid in eolonr, Tho “ Chovercll " goldfinches are
Inown Ly o clear white mark which passea clean throngh the centre
of the red siripe which surronnds the roots of tho under mandible, and
the * Pea-throat,” by leaving s round whito spot, about tho size and
ghape of o white pea, in preciscly the samo place (in ihe middly of
the red band)., In other respects thoy differ very =lightly from the
ardinary or common stock in their general appearance, but thoy always
bring o much belter price. “ (Choverolla” are usvally eold at from ten to
twonty ehillings cach, nnd © Pea-throats ™ from soven shillings upwards,
according to age, quality, condition, and other properties. Imstances
sometimes oeenr in which o young goldiineh fails to breed with o eonpry
hen the first geason, but doos so the second; such birds, however, ers

P R w—
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usmally of a timid or phlegmatic temperament, and are more snitable
for singing than for breeding purpses. ‘There are olbers, again, too
palent—=o0 much zo, thot if they are pormitted to remain with their
sponses they will most nssoredly destroy the cggs as soon as thoy are
laid. As 3 great many goldfinehes arvo guilty of this malpractice, I thinlk
. ibis t to romove thom from beside tho hons o day or two before they
commence to 18% ; they can, however, bo roturned to their domicile during
the day and taken away again ab night, if considered netvzanry. Or, if i
ba thought preferable to leave a goldiineh with o hen daring the time sho
i nc-ru:;:.{_uh! in laying hor complement of eggs, then o duplicate nost
shonld bo given her—that fa, if T moy so desoribo ity o nesk within a nost.
For instance, snppose you are in tho habit of neing the ardificial nests
recommended by mo in the first chapter, yon must get o pioce of felt,
and mako and fit it in precisely the smmo manner os the picce ueed for
tha original nest, only it must not bo quite so large; so that when it is
plaged inside the other it will leave o space. Cut o small hole
in the doplex or onter nrtificinl nest, sufficiently large for the opg
to drop throwsh, ond placo it inside the nest proper.  As soon as the hen
has ladd sn egg ib will foll throngh the aperture, and Master Goldie will
Lo thoreby frnstrated from earrying out his malicions intentions. The
gy onglit to be removed daily until three have been laid, when the gold-
finoh should be taken away from beside her. It must not be presumod
that all the tribe of goldfinches ave gifted with those vicious pro-
clivitios, nnd these whoe aro desirona of leaving the twain together can
do so0; but bo it remembored that it will be very necessary to exercizo
considerable vigilanes, especinly ot tho commencoment of tha breeding
semson, or & wholo nest of oggs may bo sacrificed ere tho mischicf is
dizcovered, or worse, as has frequently happened, not until the eecond
or oven third nest of eggs has Geen destroyed by the finch,
Incubalion.—Thero is no ndvantagze to be pained by leaving a goldfinch
and canary together during ineubation, as it is an exceedingly rare oocur-
renge to find o * poldie ' assisting to rear tho progony; in fact, I have only
Luown of two woll-suthenticated instancos of thia kind during the whole
of my oxporience. Plenty of goldfinches will feed the conary lens whilat
they are nesting and sitting ; but they apparently deem it no part of their
duty to sueconr the yonng birds after thoy are brooght forth ; indeed,
mony of ihem proceed to destroy the newly-hateked broods, nod tho
majority of those which do nof, il-ireak thom without compunction
after they have loft the nest. In addition to thesa drawbacks thers ia
auother important consideration, and that is, that the presence of the
mals bird would be sure to indoce the hen to commonca a second brood
carlior than gho otherwise wonld do; nnd if she began to lay, ns ahe
donbiloss wonld, ero {he yoong mules conld cater for themeelves, there
ol Lo grest dauger i loaing them, es they wonld in all likelihood perich,




62 THE CA¥ARY BOOK.

Nateeal Allianee, §e.—Thera are a great number of diffeultios to con.
toend with in mulo breeding, ns both goldfinches end canaries nnturatlye
prefor o allianeo with birds of their own spesies, altlough rave instances
have been recorded whers o mutue]l aitachment has been known to exis
between birds of n totally diffevent specles.  Nevariheless, in other eascs
it has bean found literally impossible to effact an allinpee of this kind,
evon deapite repeated and protracted offorts to bring sbhout o union : and
althongl the blrds hove been kopt in close eommuznion with each other,
and apart from pll other birds, not 1o slightest traces of cegard for each
other could be disccrned.

Presuming that you Love been suceessfnl in obtaining o race of *sil "
bred canary hems and o fow select goldfinches, turn them inte flight
eages fogother about tho month of Novemboer; but, Lefore doing so,
satisly yomrsolf that the goldfinelies will ent canary soed, or rape and
can mixod.

Newly Canght Goldfnches.—It not unirequently happens that newly
eanght hirds of this species refnse to et seeds of tho description named,
and many of them sulk and repine—espesizlly old birds that bave bred
in the gpen sir with hons of their own tribe; thoso birds are not only
deprived of their liberty and their domestie partnes in 1ifs, but tho
sudden change of seono and food are so great that o complote revelution
in their systems is begun, and so powerlul is {he chagge that in many
casos their lives nro sorionsly jeopardized thereby., It is thercforo
advisable for o time to give thom a mixtore of Lemp, millet, ey, nid
linseod, and if thistles are procurable a fow of the teps should bo given
them, togothor with n little doelk sccd, which is plentifnl in mpet places
oot under rigid ounltivation ; at this time, too, n cabbago or lettueo loaf,
or even & little groundsel may be given with advantnge.

Mating,—Aftor they bocome accustomed to heir new mode of life, it
will be necozzery gradnally to discontinne giving them thosoe luxuries,
and the ordinnry food suppliod to the canaries will be found. sufficient,
alihough gome birds will almost starve ere they snbmit to thia fare ;
there are others who take to it quite readily, and these are the bicds whish
gpenerally prove most valuable ns mule breedera.  Ad soon as you oro con-
vinged that the Bnches will subsist on the ordinery eanary dict,
Mace ihom in large enges with thoconary hens in batehes of, say; from
four o six liens and from two to three goldfinehos in cach cage, two hens
in my opinicn being amply sufficient for one * goldie ! for breeding pur-
poses ;. by adopting this plan the hena, which arve semetimes afraid of tho
finches, get aconstomed to them, whilst, on the ether hand, the * spinks'*
overcomo the natural aversion which thoy entertain to forming an allianco
with an epposite or distinetly different species of bird. As the spring of
the yoar approaches the male hirds nsually commence to quareel, and it
will be fonnd neesszary to separate them; but, should an attnehment nppoas




MULE BRELDIXG, G

to oxist belween any partionlat finch and canary, e sore to mate theso
birds. When you remove them from the fight eages, pul one goldfinel
and two hen canaries together in o breeding cage, undil ouo of the hens
exhibits signs of wauting to go to nest.  ‘Then supply that reguisito, and
when gho is busily employed aboud it introduce s male canary to the
pons. Iu the ﬁm} placo, he must bo put into o separate cage, and hong
in sueh o position as ho can be seon by both tho female cpnaries and the
finel. Tf tho hens have nob formed mn sttnclment witl’ the goldfined,
they will be, in all probability, very much delighted with this introdue-
tion ; whilst Master ** Goldie," capecially if he bo attuched to tho hems
and’ of an amatory tomperpment, will cxhibit unmistakable symptoms
of jealousy, and by this means his affections will bo considerably
strengthened, unless he bo of n sulky disposition, whon it is quite possiblo
he mizht fret and ropine, and ultimately die of a broken heart; but T
have only known ono case of this extrome charaeter.  After the lapse of
two oz three days removo the other hem and the goldfingh into nuothor
cage, aml put ihelcamary cock with tho firsb-mentioned lem. As scon
o3 the latter hen has laid her comploment of eggs, romove the cock
canary to tho cago containing the other hen; bug, Leloro doing so, take
out the finch and placo him in o small caro by himsolf, and hang ik in
eneh o position os he will be able o see both hens and the esuary cock.
A% soon as tho seeond Lon has Inid her third egz the male canary should
be removed, and she should be set. 2y veason for recommending this
method is, frst, that the fomale canfiary, having naturally nstronger desive
for a mate of Ler own specica than o foreigner, sho is thereby induced to
begin to Lroed sooncr than she would othorwise do ; for althengh a hen
canary will build, aod sit about £ > neat in the presence of a geldfineh, it
will be found that she racvely, if ever, beging to broed before the ond of
April or beginning of May; and I have known instances of hens post-
poning their breeding operations as Inte ns June undor sunoh eireum-
#tances; whorens, if they hnd had o partuer of their own tribe, they
wonld most probably have hnd egea in March or tho beginning of April.
My noxt reason is, that goldfinches rarely begin to breod until the middla
of April, bt mers frequently in May ; and another ronson iy, that it givea
un opportunity of testing the ecapabilitics of the hens in tho eapacity of
nurses; for, if & hen foil in thia respect, it is necleas to brood mules from
ber unlesa you provide yourself with a few spare hona to not as foslor
mothers to the newly hatohed Lisds. T need scarcely say that this iz not
at all desirable if it can by any means ba disponsed with, A further
roazon is thot, supposing the hen produces o nest of good mules, there is
the eatisfaction of having somo of her offspring for fnture operations.
It 13 & generally recognised maxim among old experienced muls brooders
not to placa a goldfuch with o hen canary so long ns ko retning any por-
JAimn of the “black' on kis Lill, na it is belioved that uniil the bepk is
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quito elean they are unproductive. If is perhaps necossnry for me heroe
to explnin that g1l goldfinehes, during {he wintor and carly spring, have
a dark mark resembling an ink or pencil line, which rune straight down
the middle of tho upper mandible, pud aa eoon ag they are ready to pair
this mark entirely disappears; nob all af once—it is o gradunl process,
and oxtends over sovornl weelia; Lub until ik does so tloe bird is not eol-
sidered in a fit cendition to preducs [rmiiful |,~:_'g.-1.- Another peeuliar
foaturo about'a goldfineh ia that, when monlted in the open air iF hes
hlzelk looa, but ns soon ns it bocomes domesticated, and iz moultod in the
honse, its logs Lecomo elear or fesh-polonrad, although formed by the
“famey'* * white-legged 3 lienco you are able to tell whother o bird has
boon' house monlted™ or not. It is furllor siated, on pood anthority,
that if ovor o goldfinel beeomes elear in ihe bLill before the month of
Febroary it is cortain to dle shortly after it has beon placed with a hen
canary for tho first time. I have myseli koown two instances of this
Bappening. I think it 14 cansed through keopivg the birds in too hot o
room and giving them stimolating food, which ripens them out of
senson, and the unwary are somectimes imposed upon by wnprineipled
people selling thom birds of thia doseription ns * grand brecding birds,"

Should any person desive to experiment with a fgmale goldfineh and
s male enmary, in preferemee to tho msual and generally rocoznised
method of brecding mules, I would advies him to use a small room or
vory large aviary for tho pwrpose—if an out-of-door ane it is nll tho
hotters o emall applo or pesy free planted in a tub sheuld Le supplied
them, and caro should bo taken to keep it well walered and menured:
in addilion to this, the birds will require o quantity of h'l¢!'..r.li¢]m!1:|, fine
roob flres, and o little wool, hair (eowhair), and thistle-down to enablo
them o boild & nest.  They onght likewise o bo kept together during the
winter months, or at any rato for soverc] woeks prior to the commence-
ment of the breeding season. Inall ofler respects mules must be bred
and treated in tlic sume manner aa canarics,

Cages for Mule Breeding.—Tho best Lind of enges to use for the pur-
pose of muls breeding are coges mado with three separate compariments,
but constructed in such o manzer that tlkey ean readily Lo made into twe,
or even one, if decmed desirable. This can be domo by using sliding
pariitions, and the Leat kind are thoge made in the form of a light frame,
and wired similar to the front of a cape, small serew ringa or knoba being
sed to pull them out. They shonld be made to ron in grooves. Iy
liaving the coges made upon this principle the birds can see each other,
and, whon thoy choose, have o féte-d-lile; the centre compartment can
bo nEed for 1o male bird until the young nestlings ave old cnough to be
removed from the mafernal earo, when they can bo couvenicnfly trans-
ferred to it, and a necessary change readily effected.  The wires, howover,
should be suficiently wide to allow ilko youngslers to get tlicir hogds
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throngh, lest {hey shonld rvequire for a fow days longer the parental
assigtance in fesding. The dimensions of the cage should be as follows:
Fntive length, 42in. ; depth, from top to botlom, Ldin, ; width (from back
to fromt) 10in., cach of the end compartmenta eught to boe 15in, in length
ontside measurement, and the centro one 12in., or if it bo preforved, the
Wwhola of the LI‘I”’ compartments can bo wmade the samo size ; cach one
ghould be furnished with s seed hopper and an egg depwer, in addition to
& water trough; the cages should bo mnde entirely of wood, with the
excoption of thoe front and sliding communientora ; o falso bottom, madoe
to deaw ont, so that the care, con bo readily clesnod out during the
breedine season without disturbing the hens, would bo foand oxceedingly

servicealila.

Cage for Young Jlules—DMules are very mischicvous birds ; they are
much nddicted to plucking each ether, and ought on this account to bo
kopt in separate cages after they begin to monlt. A large fir cage, lightly
built, and divided into ocight, ton, or twelve compartmentscan be made
{0 answer the purpose required ot o smnll outlny. IE can be black var-
mished outside if desired ; the dimension for o eago of tlhis sort need not
exceed 1lin. squars for each of the sevornl compartments, and Sin.
from back to front. Tin hoppers and drinking troughs, japauned, conld
be madas to kang on the front of ench compariment.

Linnet and other Iules,—Brown or groy linnet and ecanary mules con
be obtuined in the smame wey as poldfinch and eannry mules. Care
should bo taken, bowever, to procure young linnets; if obtainable, they
are easily distinguizshed, when newly caught, from the absence of red
colour og their heads, nnd also from the faot that the head in young
birds is more profusely eovercd with blacle spotz than in older birds.
The ru=sot eolour of their hincks, too, is spotted with dark brown and
reddish white : thess birds are known os grey linnots.  Tho older or
more matured birds, when first canght, are vory rod on the forchosd ;
the romainder of the head being reddish ashen groy, spotied on fhe pole
with black, and on the checks, the sides of the neck, and roumd the
oyes with reddish white, besides, the feathors on tho sides of the breass
are nearly blood-red ; and birda of this descrption are lenown among pro-
feesional birdeatchers by tho cognomen of ** stubble " birds, Linnets
alter vory much aecording to ago and cireumstances in their appenranee,
snd if old birds are moulted in the houso their rich plumage is changed
into ashen grey and rost brown, and they sirongly resemble tho ordinary
groy linnet in their outward covering.

The same rules as are laid down for breeding geldfineh and ennary
mules must be obeerved in breeding with linneta and canaries, nnd the
same romarks apply o siskine, greenfinches, redpolos, &c. By far the
hisndsomest mules, however, are thoso brod between the poldfineh and
eanary. i s stated by some breeders thut mules havo been obbaiued by
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crozsing a bollineh and o esnsey fogether. T am perloctly awsro that
an amorons bulllnel will pair with an ardent hen conpry, but T Lavo
never been sble to find o veriliod instance in which the oggs proved
f I have secn p bird exhibitod whicl wos gaid to be o hybrid of
this kind: but, bovond tho fnct that its Lill boro o striking likencss to
Vhat of the bullfinch, I could not discover another tracy of rescmblancey
to it.

It i3 also alirmed by romo authorities {let mumles will propagate
their own spociog, but, I havo never known o single instance in wlhich
thia fact has been elearly established.

The poldfinch and bullfinch will Dreed together, and I have sotn
somp fdne specimons of the hybrids from a male goldfineh and a female
“hully ;" and in the cazo to which T refer ehe took very readily to
ifeial neat.

a5k

Thera are other varietios of the fineh tribes that will breed together

mite rendily ; but their produce are valoed more as cnriositiea and raro
ares than as objects of beauty.

Pemale hybrids, unless woll marked er clenr in colonr, are of no valuo
Etrinsically.

B s




CHAPTER 1V.

DISEASES.

General Bemarks—Thore i quaint old axiom which snys * Proventicn
i3 battor than cure,” and thero is more philesophy in that moxim than
ot first sight appears, except to those who are most intimptely acquuintod
with all the Il that flogh i3 heir to.”

It i3 n fack well known to pathelogists that the enuses most froquent
in producing nnd disseminating disensea, mora than all others, is, first, the
eating of food which s too rich and fonding, and, seeondly, the overloading
of the stomnech. These, ns o notueal sequence, aro the promoters of indi-
pestion or dyspepsia, which is. the forerunner of n great variely of com-
plaints, more particularly in thoso who are of o thriving constitution, with
a nntural fendency to obesity ; such people, il they prartale too freely of
the good thkings of this life, are prone to gout and rhoumatism and otler
kindred pilments, and more partieulatly if they lead an inactive aud
sodentary life. Perhaps the next great evil is the want of snfficient frash
air nnd ont-of-door exercise, Close confinement i3 o great cuemy to
hoalth, withont which lifo becomes a weary burden. Calisthenies, or oven
athlotia oxecciscs, if nsed in modoestion, invigorate tho hmman framo
and give strongth and vitality to these wha withont them would bo wenl
and delieate, Tf, then, the science of physielogy teaches na that thesa
things wre to bo duly regarded, in order that we may enjoy good amd
nninterrupted health, how much more necessary is it that these laws
ghonld be folly considered and enrefully weighed in sdministering to the
wants and mocessities of onr feathered caplives who are constant pri-
Eonars P

Causes af Disense.—As T have alrendy stated, many illneass sro bronght
cn by over-fecding, others are engendered throngh neglest. Somo
fanciors give their birds ege and bread, chigkweod, eabbape, lettuce,
dandelion, gronndscl, &e., in unmensared quantities, and the birds amuso
themsclves, after having satiated their appetites, by throwing the former
irfto the bottom of thele cages, end by pulling the green foed inside as
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woll. This iz tho rosult of givine Lirda more food than they oan poacsibly
cousumg in ong dsy. In tho course of a fow days it Leoomes sour g
and if they partake of it, ns they will do af times, the consequonces
which nsually ens

aro casos of dinvelwos, or, still worse, inflammation

of tho bowels or intestines, which, if vot promptly attended to, result in ©

death, Othérs, agnin, pive thom sour greens, or bad wgber, or nllow thoe
water to romain, in tho troughs nntil it gets lostheome end wnfit for use.
Thesoe, nud similar canses of weglock, produse mors then half the illnesses
{rom which bizds die.  Therefore, romember the adage reforred to ot the
beginning of this chapter. Indeed, I think it would nof bo a had plan &f
fanciers would adopt it for o motto, nnd have it pasted up in lerge
charnckers upon their bind room doovs.

Food, —Always supply vour birds with plain whelesome diet; but neves
pamper thom with dainties, exeopt in sneh ozsea as I have pointed out,
Ba partienlar nlways to prooure the beat canary sead, and TOLTING SeWing
rapa geod, and give in the proportion of threo parta canary o one of
rape seed 3 ocoasionnlly you may give o little linsoed and o fow groats,
and from April to September a little fresh greon food, cither water-
erogs, rronndsel, or lottnce,  Dandelion leaves may be given sometimes,
hat ther ought to b well woshed pnd immereed in water [or a fow hours
previously. In winter tima a little swoot apple, with the rind taken off,
may be riven them onco u week,  Whon in health, and not breeding, they
require no other food, oxeopt to propare them for exhibition. Let thom
have ns much fresh air na possible, and be sure to give them fresh wator
every day, ot every altevnate day. If theee bo auy reason to doubt the
purity of tho weter yon give the birds to drink, it is a good plgu to filter
rain water for thoir nse. Lot the eages bo roomy, and clean them ont
froquently.  Use sea sand when procurable, as tho salt which it containa
ia beneficial to them ; if you cannot sueceed in getting it, prepare your
sand in the menner pointed out in the chapter on Canary Breeding. By
abaerving these recommendations yon will seldem bo tronbled with discosed
or ailing birds.

Tt i o mistaken Jkindness on the part of many well-meaning, warm-
hoarted fanciers, to pamper their birds with overy conceivablo luzury ;
and they littla dream of the consequonces which nre sure to follow sucl:
a line of treatment. It will rondily be seen that I am strongly opposed to
feeding canaries on lozeries; so I am, and ere I proceed further I will
illustrate my meaning by quoting the following focts. It Is well kaown
0 n great many fanciers that people who keop canarios merely as singing
birds, aod whe are’ tetally noaequainted with many of the deinties thot
are frequently given to them, and who beliove that all they require is
canary and rape sced mixzed, fresh woter, and clean =sand onco o woek
after being cloaned ont, manage to keep their birds undil they attuin very
greabages. I myeelf linvo known ang bird live to the age of twenty-three
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g, ond i thivd to-cizhicon yoars ; but tho
I v &% thot thess birds wore all lving at the
sarme time, and Lopt by theee difvront familice in the rame villnge, nnd
within o bundred yurds of cach obher. This fact T will vouch for; nnd I
found on inguiry that they fed upon cannry and ropo seed, prin-
eally, eommonle called blick and white bird seed, oceasionall
littla |"- wle, and dorine the nmer months = little gromm food given
sparingly, which latter consi itlier watoreross, proundz=el, ov lebbaco §
each llll‘d Ll v oonstently ploced betwern tho wires of
fil o, had § 1 Ewiee or thrice 4 woek, regulavly cleaned
d & fresh eupply of river snnd at the samo
irda enrly in the spring of 1850
settod ono of their offspring to an
; ik iz slill living and in excellont health.
v in fuet, very similar to that given to the
ratianed.

, betweon o

2 food

o ! Pl i

A,

Apaplesy.—Thera are severzl kinde of this foaclul dizeazs. There iz
the stralilions, cataleptio, hydrozeplalie, &c¢. Thoy ave, novertheless,
all of themeof such o tendency 23 to lead to o fatal termination in the
lives of binds; ms it would be physically impossible to subject theso
minuie objeets to o proeess of treatmont similar to that resorted to in
human begings. Prevention is Ly far the bost corative. The most
fruitful souree of this complaink in birds s luzurious living, which
leads them to intemperance in dict.  Malo canaries which are pormitted
to revel in IJlormonism to any extent are likewiso proms o it. If vou
are present ot any time when o canary drops from ik perch in o fif,
and ligs strugyrling at the bottom of the cage in apparont agony, lift it
gently out of ils cago and earcy it to nn open window, bothe its hoad
with eold water, aril if there should happen to ko any spirit of ammoenia
{bartshorn) at hand, or to bo prooured readily, diiuto o lttlo of this with
cold water, and let the bLird ishalo tho vapour. Should it revive, keep
it gool and guict for some time, nnd afterwnrds give it somo lazative
pedivine, You might give it two draps of castor oil to begin with,
and a emall quantity of Epsom galbs might be put in its drinking water,
The dict of the patient should be of the most wimplo and plainess
description, moro especially if the Lind is of a full halit of body.
Th¥ee i litcwise o species of apoplexy which is produced by the cffect
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of tho sun's rayi—this is ealled conp da soleil, I have known binds hong
in & window whore the sun Tma poured upon thom during the hottost
days in gnmmer, buf, fortnmately, in mest cases, with the upper Rash
of the window lowered to lot in tho fresh gir. How many binds dio
from this canso aleme I am unsble to say, bt I am only astonished that
ihoro ave nob far oone. . .

Asthma,—This is o complaint from which g great number of canariea
suffer, It mot unfcequently procceds from o hereditary dispogition, the
rosult of breeding with bivds affcoted with this dizease ; and T notice,
with regret, that it 1a much more provalont nt tho present timo than itwos
fitteen years ngo. This, T em disposed to think, resnlts in a groak measura
from kecping show birds coustantly covered, a3 BOmo fancicra (o, during
cortain months in tho yoor, with the idea that it proservos fheir coloor
and kecps them cloan.  This, to come extent, no donbk, is so; but Ido
pot approve of the practice being carried to gnch nn extend 25 to impair
their health. Birds sobjectzd to this trentment pre froquently sont long
journers, snd often during the woatsovors and inelement westhor, and are
therefora so muoch mora lisble to bo affected by atmospheric changes,
which is another frequent cause of this veey troublosome and tedious
disorder. Trerangement of the stomnch pnd bowels, or profuse ovacnz-
{iond, have likewise a tondeney to prodnes this,

This malady can bo distinguished from consumplion by the periodical
charaetor of ita nttaoks, end the wheesing sound which alvays ncoom-
panica it is & charncteristic symptom that coun scarcdy be mistalen.
Asthmn, like consumption, veries in ita symptoms; in fact, {here aro
thraa distinet kinds of this discase; but I do nob think it ngeozsary for
mo to revort to them separately in this inatance, as no one, other than a
medienl practitioner, could possibly distinguish belween one form of
the maledy and another, and even they in such enses, had they bivd
patients, would af times bo sorcly puszled. When it fiest ocowrs, if it s
not complicated with other dizoases and iz dealt with vigorously, it
can bo enred ; but if it onee bezomes chronie no hopo need bo entertained
of a perfect recovery.  Whon any organit diseaso oxists, nocording to the
argan afected, asthma may terminote in infammation and dilatation of
the bronchi, emplyeemn and odems, infammation of the lungs, con-
sumption, dropsy of tho chest, apoplexy, affections of tho heart, &e.

Birds soffering from asthme. should  Be fod on o light, nairitive
diet; o cake made of the following ingrodicnts and well balked will
ba found verg euitable to their roquiromonts : Tako sonnd wheat four,
11h. 3 the best arrowroot, 11b., fonr fresh-lnid eggs and doz. of powdered
toaf suemar; miz well together, and add half o pint of new milk; mako
into o calos in the grdinary way ; o little of this should bo placed betweon
the wires of the cage, or ernmbod and pleced in the egg drawer for the
wsp of the patient. It should be given freah daily. A pioee of dandelmon
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reot, proviously dried nnd roasted, should be sealded, nnd, when' eool,
the liquid should bo dresined off aud given to the bicd instead of ordinary
wator to drink ; this will bo found very benofieinl. Warmth is indispen-
aablo in the trentment of this compluint, and it i3 not sdvisable to place
the invelid in a damp room; particulsy sitention ghould be paid to
Lirds sniffering from this vexatious discase during foggy or rainy weather.
In nll diseases, ot mwore espocially in this, much depends wpon the
timo when the treatment is commenced ; when once eonstalit dyspnmen
(difficnlt breathing) iz induced, deponding upon organic discnse, little
more ean be dono than to pallinte symptoms. Whenever o bind
is seized with o sndden paroxyam, with mnch wheesing sud oppres-
sion of breathing, give the follewing mixture with na litte delay ns
pozsible : Ethercal {incture of lobelia, ten drops; compound tincture
of camphor, one drachm ; syrup of ginger, three drachms; cinng-
mon waber, ono ounce; pub two teaspoonfuls of this mixturs to two
ouncea of water, and give it fo the Linds to drink in plueo of their
nruli'n.u:.- drinking water, and conkinge ifs nse until the most distreszing
gymptoms have subsided ; the dose may then be reduced to ona half, and
inereased whenover the breathing appenra difienlt until the symptoms
have entirely dizappeared. Should the mixtore recommended foil to givo
permanent rolief, give the patient a few dropr of vin. antimon. tart.
(antimonial wine), nnd tr. hyosciami (tinctnre of hevbane), say, ton dropa
of cach to one fluid cunce of water, to be given according to the divections
laid down in reference to the preceding mixture: this I have found most
serviccable, even in ohstinate cases. It is nooessary o pay pacticolar

E attention to ﬂ;u bowela of the sufferer, and o gentle purgative should be
given when roqmired ; o little of the earbonate of magnesia, or in somo
3 cases o fow drops of molnssea (treaclo) put into the drinking woter, will

have the desired offect. By following up the treatment recommended
here all casea of recemt date shonld be eured., amd even easps of
long standing, and which aro so thoroughly confirmed as to defy all
remedies, ean ba greatly relieved, and the life of a bird suffering from this
tiresome compliint may ba prolonged for a considerable period, for thig

T dizense iz not nearly so fatal in its eflects n= consumption ; but anleas a
hird i5 a prize-taker, and valuable on this account, it i3 probably not
LB worth while to persevere with chronie coscs of asthma, as it 18 cerfainly
'y incarahle.
'B.

Reals awd Claws, Opvargrowrn.—See under ** Clawa,” and alzo p, 40.

Boaesls, Infasunalion of —Seo under ** Enteritis."

Brokew Lémbs—If happena occasionally that a camary has the mis-
fortame to break one of itslega. When nn antoward event of this kind
fakes place, romove the perches from the cage in which the bird is

B
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ploced ; supply their places with a nics clean bed, made with eoft hay or
gtraw (tho former proferred), cut it into short lengihs and teased well
out, and remove anything of o hard or prickly natore that may by
accident have been ploced amongst it ; make it as smoeoth as posaible in
tho contra for the bied to rest upon, snd in o few weeks the limb will
become porfectly sound. Nothing fucther need bo eue, as the fraetyre
will heal by, tho procesa known in surgeey by the nome of adhesion, It
will bo neccasary, however, for you to supply the little invalid with food
and water, and thesa ebould be put into suitable viessels, and placed in
guch n position that the bird can supply its weats withont being neces-
sitated to movo sbout for them. Flace the cage containing the patient
where there is a good and clear light.

C.

Catarrh.—3ea under * Consumption."

Claies and Beaks, Qvergrown.—1 must not omit to state that all birds
confined in cages require their claws cutting oecnsicnally, Aomo more
frequently than others; and their billa too, sometimes, but this only in
oxeeptional eases, Thesa opernfions ghould be performed with o pair
of smnll bmt sharp scissors, great caro is required not to ent too much
off their clawa to make them bleed, or you might lnme the birds, neither
must you cat any mers off the bill of n bird than is absolutely necessary ;
this is o delieato operntion, snd shenld coly be performed by an ex-
pericnced porson ; these little attontions conduce groatly both to the
health and comfort of birds. (Seo also p. 40.) -

Constipation.—This con bo relieved by putting o fow drops of molasses
in the bird's drinking water, or by miving it o plontiful supply of green
food, if during the snmmer months; if in the wintor, a little white brend
sopped in milk and well sweetoned with moist eugnr.

Consswmption (Pulmonary) or Philiisis.—Porbnpa one of the most difi-
enlt discnses to contend with, and ono with which birds are frequently
affocted, is phthisis, or pulmonary consumption, and thoso most prono to
this malady sre the Belgian eanarios. It is generally contracted during
{he time tho birds are moalting, althounpgh, no doubi, in mony instanecs
i is constitutional, and resolts from breeding frow porents affeoted
with this complaint. It may originate through allowing the birds to
tathe too frequently whilst they are easting their feathers, aa ot this
timo they are, to a greater or lesser pxtent, more delicate in health, and
consequently much more Lishle to take cold than under erdinary oir.
cumstanees ; or it may be prodnced through negligence or forgetinlness
by leaving the window of the bird room open all night, partieularly in
foggy or damp weather, or {hrough the birde being placed ina current

3
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of air (a draught). It gonorally boging with eatarrh or o common cold,
aod the first symptom usually obsorved is o sort of wheozing noise,
or what may bo designated, snd probably fs,  bird congh. As scon ns you
abeorvo & bind making this noise you may safely concinds thaé it has o
bad eold, nnd yon onght to remove it o n warm room, and cover the
cage partly to keep if coay. Nourishine food should bogiven to it at onco;
a little hard boilod egg, chopped vory small, and a little arrowroot bisenit
should be, grated and mixed with it, and a pieco of gum acacia sbout
tho siza of a pen should be dissolved in its drinking water, and like.
wise n smull pieco of Spanish liquorice. If theso precantions are neglected
the bird will most probably got worse, become languid, and leok dull
and hoavy about the cyes, and will gradually becomo weak and loso
its fleal, nnd wltimately be seizod with diarehoen, which, if neglected,
go0n torminates in death, Great prompiness is necessary in the fArst
stoges of thia disease, which docs not alwnys sppear in the gamo form,
although catareh is gonerally the forerommer of it. Tis sction upon
birds varies the sume ns in human beings, and some linger under its
* influonce mnch lenger than obbors; however, if it onco becomes fnirly
establishod in any form, and latent phthisis er tubercnlar phthisis sots in,
thero is uo remedy for it

It may, bowever, evon when very bad, bo considerably allayed by proper
attention and treatment; nourishing dict and warmth are ezsentinls
which cannot bo disponsed with; o little white bread sopped in warm new
milk may be given with advantnge in this stage of the disease, but
care must be taken not fo allow it to get sour. A little tincture of
{ digitalia (foxgflove) should ba given fresh every doy in the bird's drinking

water, say, from ffteon to twenty drops to a wineglassinl of water; this
. diminighes the foren of the heart's action, although, if given too frequently,
and particalnrly in overdoses, it ia apt to produce nnpleasant and dangerons |
symptoms, and ought, tharefore, to be given with oxtrome caution. Tho
bowels, too, shoold be kept pently open; this ean bo aceomplished by
mixing a very small guantity of the carbonate of magnesin in the drinking
wator, & very small pieco upon tho point of o knife will be suflicicnt ; or
two, three, or four senns leaves in tho wator wili have the desired sffect.
In chronie eases, o fow graing of the hydriodate of potass may bo given
with advantage; buok I profor a little Tr. opii camph. (parogoric) amd
1 a fow drops of the oxymel of equills, any, fiftesn to twenty drops of cack
to o wineglassful of water, given instead of the ordinary drinking wator;
sometimes n Littlo cod liver oil is boneficial, but I have always found the
ather treatment to answer best. The last-mentioned romedies are anly
to bo given in confirmed cases of this disease, If disrrhes seta in, & fow
drops of elixie of vitriol and & little infusion of gentian must bo given
in the drinking water—twoenty draps of the Tormer and two teaspooniuls
of tifty latter, which yoo must propare fresh every thres or four doge;
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got & pennyworth of gontinn root, take m picce the size of a boan and
ent small, put i in & muog or jug with nbout nu equidl bulk of orange
rind, and pour about one-fourth of o pint of bolling water on it ; when
eool steain off and wuso; the addition of o toeaspoonfal of brandy wonld
preserve it o little longer and would ndd to its medicioal virtwes. 1f
the purging is sovere, o little propared clialk and loaksugar added to tho
gy nnd bisenit diet would prove useful, bk, as T bavo stated before,
nuless yon ean check this discaso in its first stage there is littlo hopa of o
porfect cure, o that it becomes a quostion as to whether it is worth
while te prolong the lifo of the bird under these cirenmstances.  Blecding
and blistering, which are frequently resorted to with excellent results,
in tho case of men, cannot of courss Lo npplied to little delicnta birds.

Cough.—See under * Consumption.”

Cramp.—~All birds aro moro or less linble to this troublesome com-
plaint; sometimes it attnoks the limbs, at other timea the stomach. Tt
may arisa from o vitinted stato of the bile, or from having caten some-
thing indigestible, Thoe most effectnnl remedy I know of is, when in the
limbs, to immerse them in worm water and administer some gentlo
aperient.  When in the stomach, give twenty drops of antimonial wine
and ten drops of landanum to one and a half ounces of watar, in place of
the regoler drinking water.

D,

Diarrhes.—This torm is used to cxpross lnxness of the bowels and
purging. It i3 a symptom more than a disease, for it sepends upon
irritation of the stomach or bowels, which may arise from o variety of
canses, the prineipal being cold, or indizestiblo articles of food, or bad
water, or anything producitg acidity of the stomach or an over-searction
of bile. Too much green food will produce it, capecially if it is unripe
or decayed, sour egp and bread, &e. Ib may also, and no doult does
frequently, arise from inflummation of the mucons membrane of the
intestines. This disorder consists in watery motions from the bowels of
frequent oceurronge, and which are uspally fotid, and aro mized with
portions of undigested food, &e.

The treatment depends greatly upon the canso of this disorder. If it
depends on checked perspiration or cold, o small quantity of Dover's
powder—aay from two to three pming to an punee of gum water, very
weak—may be substituted for tho regalar drinking water ; and two drops
of castor oil should be given internally on the point of o kmitting necdls:
warm the needle befora you paf it in tho oil. If the bowels sppear
infiamed, slternate the former with water containing twenty drops of
antimonial wine to each flail ounee. If it depends om indigestible food
put o tenspoonful of ecarbonate of poda into three ounces of cinudmo;
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water, and give in placo of its ordinary drinking water and the dose of
eastor oil as previcusly recommended, 1f the purging #iill continues, mix
# dessertspoonful of chalk mixburo with o wineglassful of water, ndd
twenty drops of landanum, and give it o the menmer alrendy pointed ont,
For the chalk mixture take of propared chalk, half an onnce {procurabla
u} any chemist's) ; refined sogar (loaf sugar), threo draclims; guom
arabie, powdered, one ounce ; water, one pint ; mix them by trituration,
If this fails to check tho loosencss, a few drops, ey ﬂlirty or forty, of
tinoture of eatochn may bo added to the last-nnmed mixture, which will
pmerally be found te have tho desired effoct, The diet should consist
principally of arrowroot bisouits sopped with new mill.  After the purg-
ing has ceased the bowels should be earelully rogulnted by giving o littls
magnesia, or o senoa leaf or two, in the drinking water; and as tha
locseness, if of any duration, is sure to weaken tho pationt, o little tonio
modicing will bo necessary for & fow wooks after recovery from the
attack, The best and simplest is the infusion of gentian, which can ba
given in the drinking water in the proportions of a teaspoonful of the
formér to n tablespoonful of the latter. Dinrrhes also occurs in tho
last stage of consumption, &o.; but in sueh cases little ean be done to
alleviate it, as checking it is sure to aggravate the othor symptoms of
the diseasa.

E.

Egg Bownd.—8eq in Chap. IT. on * Breeding and Managoment,” p. 32

Enteritis, or Inflammalion of the Bowels—It is somotimes o motter
of great dificnlty to discover tho trun camss of ailment fn canaries
affected with endden illness; but in ncute, or even cheonie inflammation
of the bowels, the symptome are readily distingwishable., Birds suffering
from this dizorder suddenly become listlesa and dull, and, necording to tho
prognosis of this complaing, they suffer aonte twisting pains in the
abdomen, which canses them frequently to lio with their bodies upon the
perches in their cages in their endeavour to procure case. If you entch the
bird, and blow back thoe feathers from the under portof thoe body, you
will find that there is tension of tho belly, and the cxternal appearance
of the elon is red, at first somewhat pale, but which gradunlly deepens
into a& much darker colouwr, and, as the disenss progresses, it becomes
intensaly red, with o blackish hoe beneath, It is generally necompanied
with ohstinnte constipation, thoogh somotimes thers is dinrrhoa. If
the inflammation be in the npper part of tho intestines, the bird
frequently throws out of ita mounth, with a * hit,” *ehit,” some dark,
bilionz.Jooking matter ; but if in the lower intestines, there is straining,
and a froquent desire to go to stool. Sometimes it happons thet the
tongun of the patieot is complately covered with sores, and o disinelinntion
to purtake of food ia the result, A small piece of borax, finely powdered
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and put upen the tongue, will meatly wive relief when o bird is found to
be suffering in this respect.

Thirst becomes urgent as the infammation increasss ; bot cold drinks
only increaso tho pain. Inflammation of the bowels—or, as it i3 some-
times onlled by writers on birds, * rupture *'—is n ecomplaint from which
many young birds die, and oceasicnally old omes. It is produced, I
agsume, in moat instances, from partaking of nnwholbsome food, such’ne
sonr ogg and brend or decayed vogetables, and in some cases from bad or
fmpatre water, or from over-gorging themselves with ogg, &de. When ogg
and bread have been thrown sbout tho coge by adult birds, or o luttuco
leaf, o picco of groundsal, chickweed, or other vegetablo of a like
paturs, aud is ellowed to remain until it becomes sour or docayed, and
tho birds partnke of if, it is protty certain to canso disorder in the
bowels and intestines, and ultimately producs inflammation,

Tho trontment of enteritia requires to bo netive and immediste,  Bleed-
ing, blistering, and leeching canmot bo resorted to with snch delieate little
patients a5 canaries ; but o little turpentine, moade tolerably Dot and
applied with o eamel or hogs' bair brosh to the inflamed part of tho
abdomen, will be found to give considerabla relief to the sullcrer. Tho
bowels must likewise bo acted upon by administering internally two or
thres drops of castor ofl. After they have been [reely evacuated you may
give the bird to drink, in place of its ordinary water, o littla thin gum
watar (gum arabic), to which has been ndded tem drope of tr. opil
{landanum) and twenty drops of vin. ipecac. {ipscncunnhn wine) to ench
ounce of the former, Any sudden change from hoat to cold, or from a
cold room to o hot one, or placing bofore o firo is to be avoided, as it
would only tend to inerease the symptoms snd feed tho fomplaint ; o
moderate and uniform temperatore is best. A light diet must always be
given in coees of intormal inflummation; o little arrowroot biecuit,
gteeped in worm new mill, and given frosh twice a day, or a litilo cat-
meal, which has been lightly browned in the oven and made into
paste with o little honey and gum water, mey bo alternated with tho
former.

If you sneceed in restoring the bird to health, it will require o littla
tonia medicine for o few wecks after its restorntion, such ns jron and
gentian; a rusty nail shonld be placed in the water trongh, with o
fow drops of either the infusion or tincture of gentinn added. If, how-
ever, the disease will not yield to these remedies, as it cecasionally happens,
and suppuration intervenes, with frequent involuntary shivering, and the
bird discharges fotid stools of a reddish, watery appearance, and the poor
littlo pationt secks to bury ita head deopor nad deapor beneath its wing,
and persistontly hustles itself info n solitary corner of ita cagy, thera ia
but small hope of ita cecovery, for gungrene moat probably has sot in, and

will soon terminate tho life of the poor little sufferer.
-

e i .




.

DISEASES, ity

Epilopey.—Thero aro said to be three differont species of this discaso—
the corebral, sympathotic, and oceasionnl. The onoe from which lirds
most froquently suffer is the lnst-named.  Tho existing cnuse seems to bo
o norvons tendeney, allied with n delicate constitution, and is probably
the result of continual confinement, The fits nre generally brooght on
whenover a bivd, subjoct to this ailment, is surprised or frightoned ; any-
thing likely to ercate terror must be earciully goarded against. I have
known birds subjoct to these fits go off in one every tilno they were
bronght into the open air, or overy time o hand was put in the eage to
taka hold of them, Whenever a bird is seized with eneof thoss cccasional
fits, eprinklo it frocly all over with cold woter, bot more partienlarly
abont the head ; dip your fingers iuto o basin containing somo water and
dach it viporously over the affeeted bird. It is not considered o dangerous
complaint, although, if it oceurs frequently, it is very apt to impnir the
health of birds and predispose thom to disease. A mild aperient given
oceasionally, with a little tonio medicing besides, such as the earbonate of
iron, quinine, infusion of quussin, or gentian, sra the bost remedics.

E.

Feet, Bore~—Sco undor ** Sore Feot,” nnd nlso on p. 40.

Fever, Typhus—Seo under ** Typhus Fovor,"

Fits.—Somo birds are subjoct to fits, o species of hysterie or epileptic
fits, and they go inte them whenaver they are canght, or in somo instances
on being exposed to the open air, or simply by removing the eage. I ia
nndoabtedly o compluint affecting the nerves. When o bird takes a fi
of this sorty dash o litile Gold water over it by dipping your fingers inn
basin of eold woter ; this will generally restore it in o fow minutes.

H.

Heng, Ruptured. —Soo under * huaptora."”

Hepatitis, or Inflammation of the Liver.—DBirds, and moro especially
young birde, nresabject to this dreadfol malady. It is produced by their
partaking too freely of stimulating food, particularly hemp seed, which
acts a8 o very powerfnl stimulus when given to birds, and is with them o
very fecding articlo of dict. I havo had n great number of cannrics
and ¢anary mules, and other birds, dio from this disenso; but at that
time I was nnable to detormine its nature. I thought it was some form
of faver, but whother typhus or what I conld not ba certain, I tried o
varicty of medicines and different modes of freatment, but without
any apparent success; and, after losing twenty or thirty birda one
soason, and forty or fifly tho nezt, and na meny more the noxt, I decided
to have the opinion of some ominont mnd practical physicinn on the
gubjoct, Bo I sent one of the unfortunato little wvictims to De. B, for

-
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disseation and report aa te the causo of death, T subjoin his reply, which
is ag follows :

Dear Bir,=With the sxcoption of o enormously enlarged livor, I can fnd nothing
the matter with the covary., The excoption is a very important cor, ne I beliova
it i the causs of death. OF eourso, not beiug lenroed in birds, you must accepb
what I say os that of one who doos not pretend to speak with authority. Yet,
from the utter disproportion of the liver with the other orgna, I koliova it tobe,
as T have said pbove, thi canso of death, Noinflamma*ion exista In 1ho intestinos
or stomach,

Porhaps you can call to mind how tho ortolans® are csused to have such largo
livers, for gnstropomio purposes, They are supplisd with nbusdanes of stimolating
lood, and kept in o warm placo, Has this not something to do with the mortality
amongst your birds P—I wm, denr gir, fnithlully yours, C. B, M.D.

I hiad been in the habif, for somo timo provious to this, of ziving my
birds hemp seed by hondiuls, but as socn as I received the letter alrendy
quoted T set to work o mako experiments, in order to test the pecuracy
of the epinion T hnd received and the idea I had formed, the result of
which leaves no doubt whatever in my mind that the hemp sced was
chiefly, if not the sole conse of all tho mischief. Two of the birds I
cxporimented upon recovered, after o severe attack of this complaint; the
discaze having yielded to the remedies used, whilst three others snecumbed,
and, upon being oponed and earefnlly ¢xamined, their condition was pre.
cisoly as deseribed by Dr. B. From thot time I censed to give my birds
hemp seed, and have not had o single case of hepatitis sinco.

Inflommation of tho liver ia of two kinds—the neuto and the chronie;
when of the former type it makes rapid progress, unless ik i5 fmme-
dintely dealt with. Deplotion (blood letting) is one of the first things
meorted to in cases of hopatitis in regular practice, but thif operation in
out of the guestion entircly with sueh dimimutive patients as cannries.
Neoverthelezs, I am snch a thorough beliover in philebotomy in all casea
where internal inflimmation exists that I gemerally pull a couplo of the
largest flight foathets from onch wing of the bird, as well as n fow
of the tail feathers, ond, although yon seldom draw mueh blood with
performing this operation, I wm disposed to think that it does good.
At the commencement of this disenze the bird droops, and looks Inmpy
and freiful and restless, and when enfforing from the acuta form thorn
is generally o considerable pmonnt of foverish symploms.  The bied
appears to perspire vory much, nnd is very hot in the bedy, and
particularly restless, and apponrs in senrch of something it cannot find,
When, however, this disease makes it appescancs in the chromie form, the
gymptoms are developed more graduslly and with less viclenes, but for all
that it is quite as difficult to core. The treatment pursued by mo, and with

* Ortoluns aro birds about the size of larks, and somewhat of b
pellowhammers. They aro wiiod to the Fringilide, et L
P
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tolorabla success, is s follows @ Give, first, lydearg s (hydrargyrom) cum
orcta (mercary with chalk) and Jumes's powder in equual parts in
infinitesimal doses; open the bind's beek as wide as possible, keep the
tonguo down aud its head woll back, and, having the powder ina picco
of writing paper, made fuunel.olape, slip it well down into its theont, and
alrap o fow dropspl walor upon ik Lo help the patient to gwallow it before
you allow it to move from the position in which it lins been placed in
order to administer tho medicine. In the nost placo’roast a pieco
of dandelion roob, haviug been previvusly washed and seraped, and pub
it in the drinking waber, About pn hour after you give the powder
follow it up by giving two or thoeo drops of eastor ofl, and if it does not
operato frecly in a short timo—gay, from half an hour to an hour—ropeat
the dose. You may likewise ndd o fow scuna leaves to the drinking
water, ns well as tho dandolion roct.  In all enzes of inflammation of tha
liver it is nocessary to nct promptly upon the bowels and intestines, as in
this disease, in either form, the bilizry secrotion is muech impedod, and even
when restored the fluid is for from healthy ab the beginning. On this
seconnt, and to provent chronio indurations, ot the chance of present sup-
purntion, it is necessary to reinsteto the bilinry secro lions as soon as pos-
gible. 'This can only o effectod by such medicines as act on the bilinry or-
gans, soch s the hpdrarg: chlor: (ealomel), James's powder, &e.

Tha diot should consist chiefly of stals bread soaked in now milk, ora
littla arrowroot bisenit and ground rico mado into o paste with the same
vehicls, In somo enses, however, these means may and will provo un-
availing, and more parlicularly if the bird affected is not of o robust con-
stitntion. o

I the hepatic tnmour continnes to grow despite these remedics, tha
bird will becoma weaker and weaker, and will pine away to o mere skoleton,
the shiveringa become more frequent, and the bird has o sort of eenr,
gweaty smell.  This is o sign that suppuration has begun, and the treat-
went must boe changed.  TRemove the dundelion root and sennn Ieaves,
and add to the drinking water instead twenty or thirty drops of andi-
monial wine., Shounld this fail to relieve it, there iz no hopo of its
recovery.  Mortification scts in, the body ssaunes o dark livid appear.
anco, nod death speedily follows.

1.
Tnfammation of fhe Dowels,—See ander * Entoritia,"
Inflamueadion of the Liver.—See under * Hepatitis.*

J.
Jotnts, Swollen.—See under * Swellen Joints."
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L.

Limbs, Droken.—3c0 under * Brokon Limbs.”

Liver, Inflammation of the—See under * Hepatitis”

Loss of Voice—Canaries lose their veices somotimes, and this ovonk
takos placo moro frequently during tho prooess of thesmounlt than at any
other season. * T do not mean thelr censing to sing, for all birds stop
ginging at that time of year, but thoy are wonblo to sny * pretéy dick,"
or *peat,” and when the senson of song roturns tho voice of the hird
ismute. Tt probably arises throngh cold, which may produce inflammation
of tho respiratory organs or larnyx, or it may origivate from cramp,
wenkness, or paralysis, I havo invarinbly found that a little gum arabie
and a fow drops of paregorie (fwemty to thirty drops), put into the
drinking water twice or thrice o week, and = liberal supply of lottuce,
and linseed, mized, given to o bird so affocted removes the complaint.
When a bird is suffering from this affection ho will distend his throat to
the wimost of his power, and if otherwise in apparent good health, bo
will throw his head back, open his bill to its widest extent, and, in fact, zo
gystomatically throngh all the movements usuglly mado whon singing, and
with all the cnergy ho ean muster ; Lut not a sound can Lo henrd.

E.

Parasites.~—Zee under Chap. IT. on * Breoling and Manngoment,’” p. 26.
As n further preventive to tho sccumulation of theso insects, it will bo
found advisehle to ndd o little alum diseclved in water to tho whitowash
with which tho breeding cages nre coated cuk; a weak solution of alum
may likewise bo given with great advantage to the birds to batho in,
anee or twice o wook, in dry weather, as this mineral destrova the pests.
Another preeauntion should bo talen, and that is to rub the nest ting or
bozes inside with o little sweot oil or buttor. 1 have lkewiso [onnd
camphor, placed in small bags and bung at tho onds of my cages, very
naeinl.

Plithisiz.—Seo undor ** Consumption.'’

Pip.—This is so called from a small pimple on tha rump ; in fack, it is
tho bird's lnbricetor, eo to speal, it being su oil gland, and containg oil
nsed for trimming the plumage; it occasionally gets dernnged, and
swelling ensues. If it appears to contain & mettery substanos, it should,
whon ripe, be let out with & fino sewing neadle, and a littlo oil or moisk
sugar applied to the part. When it is ready to boe oporated upom,
the bird appears heavy and eleepy. Whenover o bird is ill it thounld be
romoved to n cage keptexprossly for invalids—a sort of hoapital—and
when tho disease ia of o contagions charncter it should be removed ng far
away from tho locality of the bird room a8 circumetances will permit, |
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R.

Ruptured Hene—Tf a hon gots ruptured throngh laying her epgs, catoh
her and immorse her bowels in tolosably hot water for o fow minotes,
thon apply o little il to the distonded womb with n fenthor, and tey
to pross it back gently with o picco of cotton wadding fastened to the end
of & finoly puinted pen-holder ; if you fail to roplace it the Ben will dia.

Sore Feef.—These aro almost invariably produced through dirt and
negloect. Birds got their fect elogged up with filth, which forms into
little balls, hardens, and produses soroa: this state of things onght nob
to oxizt, I havo known fanciors supply their birds with horsehair or cow
huir for the purpose of building their nests, and the birds have worked
on with it until it has pot so twisted and wonpped round their toes and
foct that tho disentangloment becams a work of considernble difficulty
and patience to overcomo; and if birds are permitied to go abont with
{ho hsirs fastened round their toos in this manner for any length of time
together, they will mest probably lose somo of them. Whenover you
discover a bird in this plight, catoh it, immerse the fect in warm
wator to fres them from dirt, dry, and proceod to cut away the hairs
witk n sharp penknife or a pair of selssors, and, lasily, anoint any
place which appeara soro with o little swoot oil.

Swealinge—3ea in Chap. IL on “ Breeding and Mannrement,”™ p. 26.

Bwollow Joinfs.—I lnve known instances of birds having had their
feot or legs canght in o looso wire, or in the thin wire used for socoring
the upright wires to the cross bars of o cago fromt, and with stropgling
in their endeavours to froo themsslves they have injured their knes or
ankle joints, or other portions of their limbs, which have hecome swollen
and inflnmed in consequence.  When an event of this kind happena eatch
ho maimed bird and place the Injured leg in hot water, 3 hot as you ean

bear your hand in withont flinching ; allow it to remain immersed for five

j minates, afterwards dry the limb, and apply o litkle compound tincture
= of myreh to the nffected part with o feather.

Surfeit.—This complaing is usually produced cither by = bird oating

to exeess, or from its being fad foo long upon one partioninr kind of food

. withont having & change, During this disease tho insensiblo perspica-

tion is impeded, and the skin is generally covered with & small, almost

fnviriblo, cruption, and the feathers gradually disappenr Irom tho head

of tha bird. A change of diet, something coclivg, ghould be given, and

a fow drops of lime juics added to the bird's drinking wotor. Give it

omea or twice a week o drop or two of castor oil intornally, and snoint
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its heaud with n litilo pure olive oil (free from scent), Inrd without salt, or
epermnceti ointment, and the aillment will speedily disappenr.

T.

Twinowrs—Tumonrs or wens aro divided into two elasses, ie., solid
nwd eneysted ; simple or bonign, or melignant,  Birds"are sometimes, but
not frequontl, affectod with these oxtrnoeous growths about their heads,
and they mostly ave of that Kind kuwown as eheysted tumours, and
commence their growth at tho base of the bill, and occngionally, but
rarely, at the back or side of the head, These latter sre in most
cuges what aro known ne solid fumours, and are slways longer in
maturing.

The =olid tumour is genernlly eoveloped in o dense cellnlar sheath,
This covering seperates the disesse from {he healthy parts, whilst the
oyst or encyebed tumours, on the contrary, must be considered as an
integral part of the tumour, for should any part of tho cyst be leit the
dizenso is sure to be roproduced.

The principnl forms of simple solid tumour are those termed adipose
or fatly, the Sbrous, cxostosis, or bony tumour. The maliznant are
those known among the medical profession ns encephaloid or brain.like
tumour, melanoid, fongus, hematodes or bleeding cancer, &c.  This
disense is botber known among fanciers as “ cancor of the bill,” * yellow
gall,'” and “ warls on tho head." Discutients, such ngioding nnd mercury
are occasionally applied for the removal of theso unsightly growths, bat
the “knife” or ecissors is tho only effeetual remedy. Clitt- awny tho
sabstance carefolly bub effectually, and if it blecds rather frecly apply a
little burnt alom or a few drops of the murinted tincture of irom.
Should these remedics prove unavailing, cauntery must be resorted to,
viz—burn the part with nn iron previomsly heated to whiteness—a
knitting needle would be sufficient in & cose of this kind; but T do not
pnticipnte that it will ever be roquired, as I have never found it
necesanty, althongh I have cut off o good many and effected a pormanent
cure in evory ease. - As soon ns the blecding has censed, the part should
be anointed with a little fatty matter of any sort, providing it does not
contain ealt ; o liftlo spermaceti cintment i8 nd good ns anything you
conld apply, and will, in the gencrality of cesce, heal the wound in o
short space of time.

Typhis Fever.—It has come to my knowledge that sovoral fanciers have
bad, within the past fow years, in different parts of the country, eome kind
of n pestilentinl disorder among their birds, which hns proved most
fatal, hoving in some instances swept away their enbire stock in the
ypnce of o few weeks, I heard of ono fancier nlone baving lost moro
than one hundred in less ilan o month from this malady. From what
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T can gathor in regard to its genoral symptoms, &o., [am frmly of opinion
that this disonso iz what is designated by medienl writors as typhus
gravior, or putrid fever, which is highly contagions, and is probably
brought abont in the first instance through allowing decayed vogotable
matier to aceumulato in the cages, or from tho want of o sufficienay of
fresh air, or by oworcrowding the cages and bird reom. T have seon n
small room sometimes litorally ernmmed to saffocation with eages eontain.
ing large numbers of birds. This stolo of things should not be permitted
to exist, as it is mosk detrimental to healih, and a very likely means of en-
gendering fover; or it might possibly nrigg from o want of attention to
supply thom froquently with pure water to drink. Wholesomo food, pure
water, fresh nir, and cleanliness aro the best proventives to ll disoasos.

I am thaokfnl to say that I have nover experienced this disease in any
form, but T wonld rocommend those faucicrs who may have the mie.
fortune to hnve a visitation of this terrible malady mmeng their birds
to remove thom o n separate room by thomselves; keop them warm,
and feed them upon light nuteitions food, Their bowels must be kept
open by the nsa of mild aperients, such as magnesin or o few drops of
the infusion of senna being mixed with their drinking water; this must
b removed ones or bwice o day, eod fresh water given them, in which
two or thres grains of James's powdee wnst be dissolved, nnd fifteen to
twenty drops of laedanum added. Condy’s fluid or some chloride of lime
shonld be frooly sprinkled upon the foor of the bind room; the eages
should be thoroughly cleaned out, and o littlo of the Condy’s fluid diluted
with water dashed all over the cages inside and ont. I the weathor is
mild, 1ot os mueh fresh aie into the reom during the day as you pozsibly
can; bt keep out the night sir. Do not opea the window if it is damp
or foggy.  After the fever bhos entirely disappoared the wholo of tho eages
ahimld be washed oot ; cleanse them thoroughly inside and ont ; nsing hob
water and soap, with a littla common sodn or washing powder. Aftor
they arp dry wash them out o second time with eloan water, to which
must bo added o quantity of earbolic acid ; alter this operation tho cages
hould be exposed in the open aie for two or three days, aund theo rinsod
off with pure water. Lastly whitownsh them—if they have wooden backs,
bottoms, tops, and sides—with quiek lime; but bofore you nan it add o
little spirit of camphor—that is, camphor dissolyed in spirit of wine.
This process onght to disinfoet the cages snd destroy all contagions
matter. Tho hird room likewise shonld undergo a regulsr procoss of
cloansing and disinfecting, or your labour might be in vain.

v.
Vermin—See in Chap. IT. on * Breeding and Managoment," p. 20; and
also under ** Parasitos."”
» Foice, Loss of—Seo under * Loes of Volee."
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W.

Warls.—S00 wnder " Tomours.'

Wounils,—From o varioly of causcs, prineipally accidents, or from an
weeumilation of hardened motter being forcod from éhe feet of Lirds
instead of being softened by the nse of warm water, wounds or sores are
cogendared.  The bost treatment i3 first 4o cleanso the sore with o litila
pure spring water, in which a rod.hot cinder hos beon deposited, or,
where there s inflnmmntion and irritetion, with o little fuller's carth
waoll moistened with water ; afterwords apply, onee or twice o day,
according to symptoms, o little compound tincture of myrch, with a
feathor, nntil the wound is healed, or Frinr's balsam may in some cases
be used instead of the myreh with greator advantape,

I have now, I imagine, enemorated all the prineipnl ills from which
ennaries suffor, and pointed ont, a8 far ns my experience has enabled me,
the best modo of trestment and the bost means of cure. I hope that
thoze who try them will receive as muoeh benoft from the application of
many of the ingrodients I have recommended as T have done myself, in
which casa they will have no cause to rogret the offorts they made to
rolieve their lithle safforing fricnds ; but na many of the ailments from
which thoy soffer can obvionsly be provented, I must comelude by
calling the attention of fanelers to thab ever-to-be-remembered adage,
" Preveation is better thoan oors,™

-
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CHAPTER Y.

MOULTING.

Aoulting Season.—Tha menlting season extonds from July to November
in each year ; but in exeeptionns] eases, whero birds aro permitted to breed
50 late na the months of Augnst and Septembor, it may lost to tho end of
Decomber, or lomgor but when it renchea this advenced period it is re-
garded es unzeasonabla, and onght to bo avoided if possible. Those birds
bred in the spring and carly summer months invariably got the best
and most satisfactory monlt, and appear far more improved by the change
than those that are bred later on.  Birds which are bred in the months of
Angust and September never appesr to shed their feathers freely, and the
change of plomage takes placo (particularly if the weather is bod and the
air raw and gold) in a sort of imperceptible manner,

Some naturalists assert that when birds do not cast their feathers ot
the proper time thoy get o now covering without shedding their old
feathera ; be this as it may, I have nobiced that, whenover a bird geils o
“ froh coat® during cold weather, you rarely over seo nny looso feathers
about tho caga.

Critical Time.—Tho monlting season is slways considered tho most
critieal period in the life of a hird ; and much depends upon the mannee
in which it gets through this procesa or malady for its {uture well.being.
This ias strikingly the case with young birds, which, as a rule, are much
moroe difientt to mounlt than older bicds, for with them it is very similar
in ita offects to what tho distomper fa in younp dogs, and it fa gnito
as linshle to bo attonded with bancful results. Some young hens fail to
breed the Arst season, whilst many of the males are incapablo of
impregnating ogps ; theso and similar deawhacks vory froquently reanlt
from long and protracted monlting, engendored by cold or improper diet
or neglock, for the grostest eare nud attention is neccsmary at this time,
and esny dereliction of doty is suro to bo sttended by serious conse.
quences.

e L e — N =
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Age al whick Monll commences.—Young birds usnally begin to moult
botween the age of cight nnd ton wooks; thoes that are hatched and
reared at thoe commencoment of tho senzon are penerally o week or two
longer in beginning than thosa birds that ore ® backly bred.* Theore is
8 vory murked diffevence in bivda for moulting : somo shed their feathers
with groat freedom, whilst othors have grest dificulty in doing so.
Much, doubtless, deponds upon the health nnd cn‘inti{ufi:}u of the
subject. A stfong, healthy, robust bind, alway4 gota over tho moult much
mwore eagily than o poor, puny, delicste, badly-reared one; indeed, the
change that talkes place in the eystem at this time terminates the oxist.
enco of o grent many birds of the last-mentioned description.

Food during menll,—Birds onght to bo fad liberally during the time
they nre moulting, and until they ave quito “fine"” in feather; o fow
daiuties may beé given them oceasionally, but spavingly, such as ogg and
bread, maw secd, millet sced, linseod, groats, &c., but no hemp sced ;
the last-named socd being very injurious fo canaries, particularly when
given in unmessured quantities. A litble beef suet and a little pieco of
an apple may be placed botweon the wires of their cages for them to peck
nt now and sgain ; nod as they appronch the period of o full moult, I
would recommend beiled carrota to be given them fresh, twice or thrice a
week, for severnl weeks in saccession, as ib tightens the feathers, and
puts o fine gloss upon them. The carrots ghonld bo cut in thin slices,
and placed bebween the wires of thoscnges also. It is mot advisable to
give cannries groen food at this tine, but a frosh leftece leaf or o small

quantity of ripe groundsel given judicionsly will de them no harm; bnt
avoid giving them chickweed, perticularly if it is wot ripe, ns ‘t is apt to
purge them, and give them dinerhora.

Bymploms and first Trentmont, —Wher a bird is abont to begin the
menlt it beeomes deowsy and listless, and frequently goes hunting abont
the bottom of tho eage and in the seed hopper, npparently in search
of something which it is unable to find ; these ave unmistakable aymptoms,
and when observed o change of diet alonld bo given, such 08 o little maw
geed, and o fow groata strown in the bottom of the ¢age, or o fow stalks
of plantain—a sort of berbnocons plant that grows by the wayside nnd
in Belds: it hns smell rather bread leaves, and o long straight stem, the
upper pertion of which is covered with secds; it is well known in Scof-
land by the appellation of * rats’ tails " —will be found very serviceable
af this time. In the eourse of a few days aftor you observe these signs,
if the bird is in vigorous health, several looan feathers moy bo found lying
here and thoro in ond cbout the vieinity of its cago, and in n fow days
mora you will observe two narrow stripea of feathers, much deoper in
hus and more brilliant in solour than its former covering, on each side of
fts bropat; this i3 & gowd omen, and the more rapidly thess expond

and spread, snd the more vivid the colour becomes, the better, Tur it iz
-
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all tho more in E1"“'-"111‘ of the bird gelting speedily over it. Tob Lha
birds lnve nz mueh fresh air ns you can nb this timo, and Lo sura to
leoep thoir capos dlean and supply them liborally with sand, which nssists
thon to digest their food; but, above all things, bo sare to keop thom
quite freo from deaughts of cold air, as nothing is so dotrimental to them
a3 cold, for it not only chocks, bob in somo instances it has been known
to stop, the process ontirely, nnd theroby eaused tho death of tha bLinds.
Nover open the window of the bird room on o eold, bleak duy, especially
when tho wind ia from the cast or north, or during damp and foggy
weathor ; meither nmst you give them water to bathe in, exeept when
the weathor iz hot and dry, and then not too frequently, A bath is
very sorviceable in promoting the srowth of the feathers, bul earve and
judgmont are neeessary to rogulate its use, for if it ia supplied in an
imprudent manner it will bo moro produstive of harm than good,

A littlo magnesia ghould be given when the first symptons of moult nra
observad, say ton or fiftecn gming to o small wineglnzsful of water s this
ould bo given a3 ordinary drinking water. Ao old rusty nail, too, is
ighly serviceablo and acts as o poworful tonio; thizs should be Lept
constantly in tho drinking trouzh, that is to say, {alken out and retursed
to the trough every time o change of water i3 given. A senna leal or
two ean bo naed in prefercoco to the magnesin—when it s thought
desirable to do go.

Prolection from Dranghis.—Sndden chanzes from heat 4o cold or cold to

heat will bo found w good mothod for indocing birds te begin to meull,

when they fail to do so natarally at the proper senson ; but to chango o

bird that is algeady in the moult from o warm ploce to o cold one, is

ealenlated fo check the process and eanse tho bird, to use a common ox-

preasion, to “ sticls in the monlt,” and nothing tends moro to derango
' the health of a bird than an untoward cironmstanco of this kind, Warmth
q is o most essentinl and noccssary element nb this sesson, awil somo
fanciors line the insido and cover the ountsido of their cages with baize
or flunnel, whilst othiers have panes of glass fitted to slido in feont of
them, with the intention of keoping them clean, quiet, aml warm., T
do not approve of eithor of those contrivances myself, for oxperiencs
has tanght me that all birds so moulted nre very liablo to take eold
on the slightest exposure afterwards. I prefor o thin calico eover, or a
cover of any matorial suffcient to keep oub n cold dranghit; nud birds
moulied in this way are not noarly so snscoptible and liable to bo affected
by the slightest ehange of temperature as those thet are moulted nuder
either of the n%u‘tcms nfore named.

Influonce of ' Light.—Other fonciors, again, mounlt their bivds in dack
rooms, gradually accnstoming them to this chango until they ave ablo to
find their food and water in total darkness. 'This plan iz believed to
inlu.nfil'_f and presarve tho colour of the bivds, buot I think it is o

F
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mistalen notion altegethor. Iam fully aware I]::ﬂ:‘lm diroct Taze of
the sun destroy the eolows of birds when they nro exposed to it; bt
if tho bird voom has a north or north.costerly aspect thero is oo frav of |
gnch an ceourrence taking place, for it would only gob o reflocted light,
which would do the birds no harm, My own bird room looks due north-

i

. Eea L}
enst, omid direetly opposite to it is o lnrge tmildipg nsed ns o ehppel.
This shuts off o great deel of light, and acts as o protection ngninat tho ;
cold winds, consequently I have raroly boen neccasitated to cover my ?

bieds, either whilst monlting or afterwareds; and I have eshibited both
clnnnmen and Norwich finey eannries, moulted in open coges, ok
savoral of onr bost shiows, nnd somo of them wore nevor once beaten. I
merely mention this fnct to show that I nm ot endeavouring to propound
a theory that is impracticablo. 1 may likewiso mention that for dapth,
richness, ani pority of eolour, they were unsmrpassed 3 and yot these hirds
wera never covercd, cxcopting when the room wes being awept or the
cagred cleaned out.

Porcing o Moult—TIt is o diffienlt matter to gob some birds to monlt
all, particularly thoss that aro ent of honlil or permitted to breed to
advanced period of the year. T a bird fails to meult in any yeor, it will
assuredly die in the following spring or &ooner. If an old bird shows no
ggns of monlting befora the eod of September (which i8 boyond the
propet season) place it in o small box eage, and after it is quito fomiline
with the arrangement, and knewe where to find beth food and water, com- |

L
I

menes to cover it gradually nntil it ern feed in total darknoess ; then place
tho eage in & very warm part of o room whero o firo is lopt burning
almost constantly. If thero shenld happen to be a closet, by the side of
tho chimney, nnd o sufficiency of air can got to ity placo it there, ns
it will roquire great artificial heat to produce the desired symptoms.
By being condomned to utter darkmess it will most Jikely enuse the bird
to frot, nnd this sometimes effects the changn eonght for. Deforo con-
fining the bird it will be pa well to give it o Jittle magnesin in itsdrinking
water, or a senna leaf or two, us & glight aperient is rogquisite. Koop the
bird closely eovered until it hoging to cast its feathors freely, when it may
be gradually uncovercd and removed to o ocooler place, but not into n
room withont Ore, until tho retnrn of peninl weather in the following
Epring.

Weulling Do for London Fancy.—TIam eonvinesd that much dopends
apon the health of a bird for reaping the full ndvontages that aro to be
derivod by meulting, both in colonr and fonther, and I cannct help
thinking that too much closo covering is bud for them snd pernicious
in its conmsequencos, A fino muslin or thin ealico cover, that will ndmit
the nir fecoly, can in no Wiy prove injurions to thom, and may be found
psefnl in helping to teep them glean, Tn monlting London fancy ennaries,
it is the practice to place ehow specimens in cages mnde cxprossly f
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them. Theso eapes inve solid wood backs, ends, and bottoma; the top
ikewizo is wado of wood, but the front helf of it ia so constrooted
a8 to turn baok st ploneure, ne it is hung with hinges ; the froot is wired
closely, aud o small frame, wired in the snme way, is modo to fit into
that portion of the top that folds back; a framed gluss slide is mode to
cover tho front, and Wier the Lirds are placed in the enges these elides
aro put o little woy over st first, and closed up until thef grodunlly
extend nerpss the entire front ; the Tids aro then propped ap o littls way
whin the weather iz suliry to lob in o supply of fresh aic; this is termed
* box monlting,"

It is doubtless very necessnry that Lirds of this varicky intended for
exhibition #hould bo kept quict, and to cfect this objoct they require to
ba pretty elosaly eovered ; but T have o decided aversion to * bex moult-
ing," and entertain tho ides £hnk o bird of this kind can be monlted guite
as well and quito as advantageonsly in an open wirs eago, with a thin
lico or holland cover mada to Bt over it, similar to o nighteap, bat open

one eide and tied with strings; s pleco should bo notehed ont whore
@ seed and wator vossels fib on, so thot they can be removed without
disturbing or frightening tho birds. The renson that 8o moch carg aod
altention are required in moulting London Ianoy eanaries is this ; if they
happen to et exeited and dash about the cugo, they are very linkle to
~ kmock out ono of their fail or flight fenthors, and this would debar
] them from competing snccossfully at any show, however good they might
bo in all other respects; for whon o tail or flight feather is ghed PTOEEL.
turely, it is reproduced colourless,instead of black, and henes its benuty
is marred entirdly.
' I hove moulted show lizards in the monner I have desoribed, and
nothing eould have been invented to moult them more o my ontire entis.
faction; and, nest to London fancies, there is probably mo variety that
requires so much earo bestowing upen tHom ns lizard conaries, for
if they beat out any of their tnil or wing feathers, thoy beroms * mooned
at the ends when reproduced, and this detrncts in some mensuro from
the merits of the birda.

Moulting in numbers,~Those fanciers who broed eanarics on nn ex-
tensive senlo are frequently obliged to draft off thoir birds in botchos
of twenty, thirty, forty, or fifty togethor, and place them in largo cages,
or in an aviary or room to moult. Jt is not a desirnble example to
imitato; but where such an arrangement is unavoidable T shonld cortainly
prefer o room or aviary to eages for this purpese, for nothing is mora
injurious to tho health of birds at this critical sonson than overcrowding ;
nd, unless they are strong and healthy, they are slmost cortain to sno.
rumb, if kept in large numbers in too limited o space, Besides, many
irds are of a quarrclsome and mischisvons disposition, and nppear
delfglhi in plucking the others. More particularly is this the egsp

4
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with coak canaries, nud if they should happen to tako o dinlile to ona
of their number, which T have known them do, they elnzo mndl pock the
poor unfortunste weetch most wamercifully ; anil if it is not spoedily
removed they will probably ferment it yntil they lill it. Tho ouly
means for proventing these untowsrd gccurrences, whon cironmstances
will mot ndmit of mny ofher altervative, is to Seep them in clp=oly
covered enges, almost in tota] darkness ; and this is what I objoct to, for
1 cannot be persuadod that birda ean continumo in Lealth very long
anidar this treatment, for it i3 bound to affect both their Lodios and
apirits prejudiolally. Whers o number of birda are Lopt together in
ono cnge, and it is obscrved that oo of them is bleeding nt the top of
the pinien or shoulder blade, ce clsowhere, romove it at once, for every
bird in the eaze will have n peck ot the injured park whenever un
opportunity is afforded them to do so. 1b is an objectionable practice to
place goldfinch and eanary mules along with eanaries in the eamo cage,
for they nre nolurally misclievous nud moddiesome, and are sure 1o
pluck and harass the canaries.

Moulling Show Nirds.—In tho easo of show birds of any varicty, it
always bost to moult them, and leeep them during the show seasen in
cngos by thomselves; and in the caso of London faney and croatod
Norwich ennnries it is abzolutely necossary to do so. Two birds, such as
clenr Norwich funey, Scotch fancy, Yorkshire fancy {oloars), or Cin=
namons may bo moulted together in the same cage, although thay are l
of that class kmown ns show birds, provided always that they agree, and
that the cage or compartment is sulliciontly lorgo to admit of this being
done—iha space should not b less fan sisteon inches in height nnd
width, snd seven or eight inches in depth from back to front. When
birds nre not intonded for exhibition it is not necessary to be so poarii-
enlar with them. If a show bird s being moulted or kopt in on open
enge, and i3 observed to put it hend: frequently throngh the wires or
#pator hiole "—i.c., the apecture mode to allow it to geb rendily at its
drinking water—something must be dono to beeak it of this bad habit, or
it will in all probability chafo the feathors ot the back of its head or on
its broast, which would in all likelihood Lo ihe means of preventing it
gaining o prize, for it would have tho appesrance of having Leen in.
tentionally plucked. A piece of card bonrd fastoned to cither sido of its
cage will generally put o stop o this practice; if nok, o light covering
placed over the cage will have thee dosived effect.

Six or cight birds, or more, may bo Lcopt in one cage to monlt, providing
it is sufficiontly roomy and otherwiso suitable ; but it is not o commend-
able method to purane, nnd whea resorted to, it will be well to keap tho
males and femnles poparate—that iz to say, 6o mony cocks together in
¢no cage, and so many hens in another, as they will be found to agr
much better in this woy ; for when they are kept all together g

"
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monta not unfrequently spring up bolweon different bivds, and this often
leads fo jealonsy and discontentwent on the part of others ; and bicker-
ings nnil gtrifo nre ongondered. and other ill consoquencoa ensue, which

it is best to obviato whon possible.
fafuence of Food on Celowr—Conenne utenling—It i3 now an acknow-
r ledged faet that the golowr of Lirds enn be greatly Influenced by the
food given them whilst they aro passing through the menlé; ang in order
to reap the full benefit that is to bo derived feom this trestment, it is
necos=ary to administer tho stimulaots required to produco this change
when the birds rench the age of six or soven weoks, and it #lonld bo con-
tinned notil they arvo foue or fve I|.|-:::|.L':|u olil.  Pormerly morigold Howers,
beetroot, exrrot, cochiveal, saffron, madder (for cinnamon eansries),
annato, and other componnds wore had vecourso to for this object, but
thess ingredionts have been ontively superseded by the use of cayenne
pepper, and this is given fo them in the maamer following: To ono hard
woiled g, ndd two small lHscuils {wino or luncheon), smd o good tea.
anfol of ihe condiment. The epzy should be chopped fine, aml the
cuibs grated, n good sized teaspooniul of this mixture may bo given to
ach bind daily. Neasly all birds refuse to eat it at flest ; but if you re-
moro all other food feom them for a day or two they will ultimately do so,
and when oneo thoy pet acenstomed to it they devone it most voracionsly,
L amid mppear to like it very wuch, Whilst they are under this regime they
shonld have constant sccess to cnnary soed, but no rape, ond o little
mastard and cress sced and maw sced should be given them once or
- twice o week, s a chango of digk, to keep thom in health. Prior to
the diseovery of, the enyenne proeess, it wos proved boyond doubt that
mnstard amd cress secd imporved the depth and ipereased tho intensity
of colonr in eanories. The credit of discovering tho enyenuo feeding
iz, I baliove, due to o weaver residing ab Sotton Coldiicld, near Notting-
Lam, althonzh it kas been cluimed by othor people. Heing o recent inven-
tlom it is difficolt to say what effect it may have on the constitution of
hieds, buk I am afraid not o very salobary one.  Capsiciem annum, or, 08
it ix commonly called, cockspur pepper, is no anoual plant, o native of
South Amerien, nnd onltivated in large quantitios in our West Indin
islands, and often in onr own gnrdens, The pods are long, pointed, and
poendalons ; firat groen in colonr, anil when ripe Lright erange red. The
eayenne pepper sold in shops is oo indisoriminate mixture of the powder
of tho dried pods of several spocies of eapsicum ; bot that which is the
Lottest of a1l, and consequently considered the besl ia the variety known
s Capeicins frusfeseens or hird pepper.  When used immoderately it is
supposed to oceasion viscernl obstroction, cipecially of the liver. Groot
ware shonld be excrcisod in its nae, for it ia sometimes adoltorated with
Tis red oxide of lead, which i o powerful poison. I am dizposed to think
int it has o detrimental effeet on the voices of birds; but, 0s my e
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perienco in its uso is nb present of o limited charscter, T merely offce
these romarks ns m matter of opinion. ‘ I

I may montion hero that a number of fanciers give their birds saffron
enko, with the twelfold motive, first to promoto the process of the monlt,
and secondly to improve the colour of the fenthers, though I have litth
faith in sowe of these nostrums, T hava Tl.'l'l.t]!l’l. howevaor, that El--ff-'“'
shreda of, meadow sallron jmmersed in tho drinking water is beno-
ficial 1o o bird whilst monlting, but it should bo used cautionsly, as e
ity action varies very much according to the scason of tho year it s
mathored. Colehionm combings an anodyne effcet with o drastic operation, |
4% an cmetic, purgative, of dincetic, and lins in some instances boen known
to produco fatal efecta, -

Damp Rooms—Whatever you do bo sure ithat yon do not put birds i
in a damp room to moult, nor in o room whero gas is constantly used, for
it iz more lurtful than most people snppose, snd has, T doubé nob, L
been the means of destroring thousands of birds, It sobs them into tho
monlt at unscasopable times of the yooar, and esuscs loss of voieo.
mabtors not how healthy or robmat o bird may be, it cannot thrive i
vitintod atmosphere nor in o reom Ladly vestilated, and frequently over
heated.

Presereing Calowr.—It 18 o difficult matter to preservo tho colonr of
show birds throughout an entire season, especinlly when thoy are exhibited
frequently, for the action of the light destroys the colour. The best
plan to ndopt whers it is convenient to do so is to pub two or three panes
of . ruby colonred plass in the bird room window, and shut off ol the other
approaches of light; this enn bo dome by coating oveg the romaining
sqnares with o mixtare of thick glae size and lamp black, or a board or

© ghutter could be nsed ; cither wonld do. The ruby glass nontralizes tho
ehemical netion of the light, and consequently preserves the colonr of tho
birds intact ; but by all meana lot them have a plentiful supply of frosh
air. Itis eaid by somo old cxperioneed cxhibitors that it is not possible
to keep o bird “ up "' in colour for n whole season; and that it is necessary
for any oue to hare ibreo or four prizo birds to accomplish anything
approaching o feat os o soceossful exhibitor ; but I can asaure those who
feel disposed to try this plan that they will be woll satisfied with ihe
result.

Tl - ——




CHAPTER VI

MISCELLANEQUS.

Dizry.—Thoso hird fanciers who intend to broed hirds for exhibition
profit shonld keep o diary or record of their proceadings and succoss
laring each breeding season, and alio a “ Btnd Book™ to enable thon
$o traco withont difficnlty the pedigrees and performances of theso birds
which comprise their studs.

The diary onzht to Be begun ot tha commencement of the breeding
season, and continned o the end of tho year, ov longoer if desirable—at
all evonts unéil all the young birds are over the moult and the surplus
stock disposed of ; every event should be chronieled theroin, such, for
example, as the full particulars of tho birds yon breed from, the dates of
pairing, laying, setting, hotehing, ke A ferr minutes should be devoted
to this important Jduty overy day, say, immediately after broaklagt
in n morning, i[ eonvenient, if not, at somo more snitable time of
day ; but do not procrastinate, neither must an enkry bo omibbed, ag thia
would greatly mar tha value of the journal, Each bird ought to heva
o distinguishing name or number, o that the produce of cach indi.
vidual pair of bisds could be easily tenced from ono gemoration to
another, and their blood relationship eatablished elearly beyond doubt.
H Tho diary should bo abont 1din. by 10in.,, moderately thick, and
cither plain or ruled with Lorizontal lines only. An entire Iraf shonld be
appropriated io the use of cacl pair of birds for the scnson. Every
oecurrente ghould be fully recorded in this book, and if properly and
carcfully kept it will prove both waluable and interesting for future
yelerence, The one kept by myeelf is arranged a8 in the following pago.

When & bird dies or is sold, tho fact should be daly recorded in the
colomn headed * Remarks"" I a bird diss during tha broeding scason,
and the surviver of the pair is mated with another partnor, 16 will
b advisable to make a new entry in the diary, as if it were & distinet paiz
of lyrds. It will bo found o somewhat tedions oceupation to keop 2
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MISCELLAKEDUS, oy

journal of this deseription nt firal, Lut after yon get aceustomed to it
vou will rogard it more in the light of o pleasant pasting then that of nu
arduous task: and I ean assnre those who addpt this method that tho
pernsal of these reconds in afler years affords an agrecable, interesi-
imer, and instruetive mwasement, and the amount of pleasure devivable
from such o source can only bo realised by those people who arve
“themselves nedent and enthusinstie lovers of binds,

Stud Book—Havinr riven n speoimen entry of my ntodo of kooping n
Diary of Dind Broeding, 1 will now proceed to give ono of my “Stud
Book ™ ns well, <This book enn Lo eompiled from the diaries principatly,
bt whenever yon mako a new purohnse, or elaim a bird ot any show, you
must find out its pedigree ns best you can, il yon fail to do this,
then you must content yonrself by entoring it with snch particalars as
you know, and stake such facts as the fellowing ; ** Clhimed at . . . .
Show, No. 301 V.H.C.,”" or whatevor olso may be the state of the cazo.

If only it wourld becomn o genersl practies to show all birds with o dia-
tinguizhing name at our exhibitions, in the same way ns doga and other
animals are shown, it would give o keener zost to thozo who are directly
intereated in them, snd a etud book could bo kept much easier, and the
pedigrees traced baek for mony more geneeations ; but as matters stand
nt present fow fanclers enre to go beyond the pevformances of the birds
they possess, and that of their parent birds, snd fow, if any, attempt to
set beyomd the performnnees of thelr grandsires and granddems,
boeansa it necessibates soch o lnrgo amonnt of writing ; but if o bird
wore famed by o neme or title, the record of that nomo and thafof its
owner would be all that would be necdinl to bring it vividly beforo the
recollectinn of thosa men who ara learned in birdology, for they alone can
propecly approcinte the value of o strain of birds that bave repeatedly won
honours” Wao should then hove tho eatisfaction of being ablo to fraco
any bird of ronown and distinction after this manner : Brown's Warrior,
Smith's Conqueror, Jones's Boauty, nnd so en; and these appellations,
or gimilar cnes, wenld in a short time becomo just ns familiar to one
cars s nro those of Fletchor's Rattler and Piokett's Tyunoside, and other
celebiritica in the dog world,

Mice or Rals in Dird Rosims,—Oneof the greatest sonroes of annoyance
that o bird [angier has to encountor is whon any of thoso peats to socicty
make nn inrosd into his aviary or bind room, for thoy aro not only mis-
ihiovons and troublesome, but even duingorous and destructive, sod when
opee thoy get o firm fooling in any placo thoy are most diffienll to
dislodpo.

Whenoever you discover tho presence of mico nmong your birds, you
must not negleet to examing the whale of the seed hoppors and focding
tronghs nitached to thoso coges which contain birds every morning, for

I have Lkuown- numerons instances where mico have Hterally devoured
-
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every grain of seod in o hopper or fesding deawer of o cage in o einglo
night, #nd the eecupants of the cago woro loft without a morsel of food,
Somo fanciors do wot feed thede Lirdz moeo {han twieo or thrice at most
weekly during the winter monthe of the yeer, thorefore if an ocourresce
liko the one I hove just related should take place, the binds wonld inevi-
tably perish. I have known valunble spocimens meet with an untimely
death from this couse, mud the ownor (0 movice of %ourse) wonders®
what was the nmtter with them, for the enuzning little animals knowingly
leave all the husks bohind, and this tends to doceive the inexperienced
and unwary. 3

As #oon ag you are fully conviveed fhat the provincts of your
" sanetum " are infested with mice or mibs, n strict seroting should be
immediately instituted, and their runa fownd out and fraeed to their
souree.  Rails nre more casily gob rid of than mice, for if you suecced*in
discovering their runs and fill them np with old raga, plentifully satorated
with coal tar, and liberally sprinkled over with broken glass thronghont
the entire length of their tracks, which uwsually terminates nt or near
o drain, unless it is in the neighbourhood of n woter-mill or other oxeop-
tional place ; and, lastly, plug up the road of egress with broken bricks
and cement, and you will genornlly suceeed in forcing them to find frosh
quarters, unless, n3 may happen in rave instances, there is & completo
eolomy of the vermin, in which cnse it wonld be necessary to employ both
dezs and fercets to thin their ranks before any other precantionary
measuras were employed. It would, furthermore, in n case of this kind
bo ad®i=ablo ta keep o cat constantly npon the premsises, but eals are
almost as much to be dreaded ns the rats themselves, unlesa they are
* broken to birds." “Ha! broken to birde, did I hear you say®™F " Yos!
Eome fanciers bring up cats among thoir binds and train thom to live
among them on a peaceful Tooting.

Breaking Clats fo Rirds—I have seen n eat which was allowed to
remain in o room where there were no fewer than sixty or cighty birds
fiying about loose, amd strango to say ehe had kittens o few doys old in o
+ eorner of the snme room at the time.  The birds appeered quite familine-
ised with the animal, and teok no more notice of her than they did of the
water fountain placed in the contre of thoe room for their nse—I mean,
g0 far as to exhibit any symptoms of fear or timidity. 1 have seen others
that wore permitted to go in and out of rooms whoro birds were kept at
plengure, and to remain there during tho night by themselves, and yob
they never attompted to molest them ¢ the birds, however, were kept in
engros, but not boyond the rench of those feline depredators had they folk
inclined {o o liltle carnage. Ono fancier, with whom T was intimately
acquainted, posscsred a cat that, judging from its actions, scemed to bhe
not only on torms of groat intimacy with the bicds, but actually appoared
to bave an aflectionate regard for them. T have seen this cot ropoatedly
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drink out of the water vessels containing thoe supply [or tho nso of the
birds, and then ewrl hersell up with her face to the cnge, upon the cage
stand, nnd look tonderly towards thom. ‘The binds, not the least afenid,
wonld come and give a tug ot somo of the looso hairs that projoeted
within their rench, nnd mistross tabby would merely wink at thom in n
blinking sort of fashion, The manner in which those cats are {rnined
" humanity forbids we to recommend, as it flavours so strongly of wanton
crnclty. They reeoive their Airst lesson when they are fory young—somo
cight or ten weeks old; a esgoe containing birds i3 ploeed upon the
floor of o room, and * Tom," or * Jenuy," or whatover its name may be, is
brought and set down in front of them. The kitten no sooncr eapies the
birds than it dashes forward insiinetively to seize its natural proy,
when its instruotor, who is on tho qui eive, instantly eprings forward, and,
grasping the wonld-bo nsznssin by the skin of the neck with a vice.like
grip, he proceeds to chastise it in manner following : Having, prioe to the
introduction of the devieo to allure the poor unsophistiented kitton,
heated an onlinary knitiing noedlo to redness, he holds it io readiness for
na0 in hiz other hand, so that, ns soon ns the enlprit has committed itgell,
the needle is forthwith placed sgainst the wices forming the front of the
eage, and poor littla pussy roccives n sovors scolding, at the same time
the operater nnceremonionsly beging 4o rub its nose buockwnrd and forword
violeutly npainst the heated wire. Thoy ravely, I am told, ever require
a aeeond lesson, if the first has been properly given, and never a third,
but by way of a treat those humane individuals (the trainors) the fiest
bird they happen to have die, from any eanse, sprinkle it vory liberally
with ecayenne pepper, nnd give it o their unanspecting pupils, wha no
Booner g—et a good mouthful of the profusely seasonod deinty than they
drop it a8 they would & red-hot iron. After this thoy would as soon
think of attempting to catch hold of o live conl na thoy would o canary.
Poisoned Grain.—When I hove had the misfortune to be pestered with
mice and rats—and I have boon eorely plagned with both, but not
recently, in my bird room, at least—T have provecded to romovo nll seeds
ond food of evers description boyond their reach, and, by placing picces
of glusa hore and thers against tho wall, and pailing tin Tound the
legs of my cege stands, to provent their climbing, or by scourely covering
my birds during the night time, I have managed to provent them from
obtaining food and intruding in my cages. Tn the next place I rogaled
them with a little provonder, prepared expressly for their nso, which
consisted of grain prepared after this fashion: Geb o pennyworth of
oxalic aeid, or snrar of lead, obininable from any chemist, and puk it in
an carthenwire vesael of any kind that i3 of mo velus; ponr over this
about o quart of boiling hot wator. Assoon na the powder i4 all disselved,
throw in o few handfuls of whoat, oats, or barley. Stie it up with o
stick, and afterwards Iot it stand for twenty-fonr hours in o warm place,

=
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aml then pour off the liguid into o deain, or ash pit. or similar place,
where it can do 2o harm. Lastly dey the gmin ot o slow fire, and it
will be randy for nse. Tt should ba sprinkled nll abont the bird room
or place which the little brutes are Loown Lo frequent most ; but, if yon
koop pigeona or fowls about Four residence, you musk oxercise grest
cantion in using it ; amd aftor you nre led (o believe that_the mice aro all |
destroyed, or nearly so, seareh ont their runs and potr o quantity of gos
or coal tar into {lem, and break up o fow old pless bottles, and foren in
as mueh of the braken glass as you cun; baving done this faston up tho
entrance to the boles securcly from the outside.  All the poizonad grain
unconsumed should be earefully gathercd up and destroyod, cither by
Eeing burnt or buried,

Keeping out Mice.—I0 they arc mico that you nre bothored with, thoy
will probably como throngh the slirling bourds, or in the viginity of
them. Flaee o stout lath, edpe np, and nnil it to the skirting or floor.
Yon mmst likewiso nail o stoub lath betiweon the stoneils of the bird
room deor, a3 ¢lose to the door when it is shnt ns it can be got, and
upon the conteary side to that on which it opens, for T have found on
mora than one oceasion that this bas been their only weans of noeess to
tho room.

Aice destroying Egas.—It vory rtarely lappena that mico have the
temerity to attaclk birds unless they aro excecdingly vorncions nnd tho
birds are weakly or invalids; but they will deveur Loth the eggs nnd
progeny of birds wihen the latter are only o fow days old, should they by
any chanee happen to get to the nest.

Dvistinction of Sez.—" How do you know a cock ennary from g hon 7"
ia frequontly asked, not only by nmatenr bird fancicrs, but by mony
people who only Leop eannries beeanse thoy *like to hear them sing."
In answer to the interrogatory, T may gay that male canaries are, Lone-
mally epeaking, more mazeuline in appearance thon females. Their con-
tour is usnally more gallant.like ond their earriage holder and mors
eroct; they are likewise more spruco and lively in their actions, aud
more dignified and commending in boaring. Male binds, oo, s o rula,
are larger and foller in the head nnd body, and stand more ercot upon
their legs than females ; beside, their plomage is almost inverisbly richor
and more intense in eolour. In addition to theas differonoes, ib will be
found that the toneof veice in male birds is richer, deeper, more mellow,
and atronger ihan thot of female canarics. The male birds are, like-
wige, more mischievona and quarrelsome in their dispositions. Bt theso
are not always to Le regzrded ag infallible proofs, for there aro exeoptions
in rulea relating to ¢anaries as woll s to human beings ; and thers ore
to be found both masculing-locking Lens and effeminato-locking cocks in
the canary family, the same as there are to be fonnd in the hnman family
mageuline-looking women and effeminate-locking men, Lub thoy are the
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excoptions, and not the vule, in either case, A mnlo bind onght to begin
to sing, il in good healil, and placed in a cago by ilsell, ok o vory onrly
azo. I have known instanco of young birds commoencing to sing ot the
age of thres weeks, and it ia by uo meass o wncommen occurrencd for
them to sing at the are of ono month; nnd when five or gix weeks old
4l majority of them sing with geeat freedom,  The best means to use in
order to excite them to a display of their vocal pewers is to put somelhing
upon o brizk firo to fry—a ploce of ham is best, as it creatos more noise
in the process of cooking than chops o steaks.  The grinding of o colfee-
mill, or the shaking to and fro of n fow grains of seed in o poper bag,
or the sharpening of a luifo upon a steel nro all mwoers or less powerful
incentives, and caleulated to awaken within them o apirit of cmulation.

1t very enrely happens, however, that you ean induco them to sing in
the presenece of steangers; that is, if yon make an effort to stimulato
thewm to do =0, which iz very proveking st times, more egpocially if yon
have been landing your bird to o frichd and he has ealled purposoly to
hear ik, The best nnd most appropriste timo to hear o young bivd sing
iz either at the early dawn of morn, or when the shadows of evening
begin to close around na, just before the son sinks in the far west and
bids ne good night. It must mot bo expected thet o young bird of o
fow weels old will sing vociferonsly like s bird fully matuved. This
they never do until they sttain the age of from six to nine menths, and;
in solitery instamces, longer. Their first offorts are not parlienlarly
symphonions, being o #ort of prolonged chirruping noise; the hens ns
woll o3 tha cocks attempt to eing, Dub horein lica the difference: tho
male birds ponr forth their infantils lnys with groat enorgy and vehe-
menes; and in long continnous measare, lling their little throats until
they swoll and work like the bellowa of that imearthly, screceling insbro-
ment, tho bagpipes; wherens tho hens only ntter short, sharp, and
disjointed notes, snd their throats never swoll nor worle so vigorously ns
that of a mala bird—a practical oye and car con detect the difforcnce in
a moment.

The difference in the sexes of birda is casily distingnished in the spring
of tho year or doring the carly summer months, that is if the birds are
well and healthy; it is nscertained by cxnmining their vonts ; tho veonk
of ‘a male bird protrudes, whilst that of a fomale is broader and flag. I
you place a young bind, say, cight or ten months old, that you beliove to
be a male, beside & well-Enown hen, say, in the month of March or April,
you will not be long in discovering whether your suepicien is correct or
not by their movements. If it proves to be n male bird, the hen will
vory probably torn upom him as vicions as o ligress, unless sho is of o
loving disposition and plansed with his appearanco, when sho will sidls
up to him and fondle nbont him in & bewitching mannor, and a courtship

Jrill be begun at once, witheat it so happens that Master Dickoy, not
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charmad by hor appearance and behaviour, ropols hor, and sbuses her
accordingly ; this treatment will lead to & conflict, sl o free fight will be
the result; Luk if, on the other hand, the hird you presume to be o male,
ghonld turn eut n fomale, they may, through jenlowsy, have a fight, tnf 6
will moither bo 2o violent ner of such long duration as it would be in the
former évent. .

Timid Birds,—Some birds are so nervous that they never attompt to
sing in the pressnce of any person for a very considerable period of time,
and I have known instances of amatonra pairing o bird of this descrip-
tion with apother mals canary, and they leve gone throngh some of the
mananyres imoident to breeding, such as billing and feeding and making
n neat, &e,, bat gl their lnbours ond in smoke. I have also known two
femnles paired, by tyros in the faney, and they of course laid and eat, bub
brought forth nothing. In ono ense I heaed of both hens having Ieid in
the same nest, and thoy bad ten eggs botwean them, but thoy broke most
of them through fightifiy for possbesion of tho nest, both womting to
incubate togother.

Birds Declining fo 8ing in the Presence of Other Birds.—Somo hirds sing
freely enough when left by themselves, but refuse to do so in tho pre-
gonca of other bLirds. This happens moat froquently with birds that
have been kept for singing only, and bave been isolated for o long time,
pnd probably petted ns well. Whenover o strange bird is introduced to
the prescnes of an old bachelor bird, unncoustomad fo the company of
his brotherhood, he ia linble to becomo peevish and jealous, and ia cerbain
to be cxcited to anger or pleasure on such an occasion, but more
frequently the former than the Intter, in which case ho will ssulk end
refuses to sing; bat, if he takes kindly to a companion, he will mosk
likely ging even harder and looder than bofors the introduction, through
rivalry. The only means of getting o bird of the former disposition to
recommence to sing is to remova the stranger or intruder.

Canaries Learning the Songs of Other Birds, §o.—Coanarios rondily logrn
the songs of other birds, more partionlarly that of the linnot, which is
gweet snd melodious; but if you wish thom to acquire anothor song
differing from their vatursl lay, you must romove the birds you desire
to bo tanght et ao oarly age, and place thom where they can hear the
gong of no other bird than the one whose notes you wish them to lenrn,
They can be tanght to imitate flates and othor musieal instruments, like-
wizg an inatrnment called a bird organ, which iz moatly used for toaching
them. One tune only shoold bo played in their hoaring daily, until thoy
have nequired it propesly.

Canary or Canary Mule for Singing.—*“Which kind of bird do you
rocommend for singing—o canary oracanary mule?'" This{a a question
which is often asked. I invariably recommend to all those whe appeal to
me for an opinion on this sabjoct, o dark mule bred betweon n goldfingh
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and a canary, ns they are vory handsomo, lively, and hardy, and when
they happen to got smokod or soiled, they do nobt show the dirt like n
yellow or bufl or picd canary ; beside, fhelr song is more mollow snd
lesa shrill.  They are usually long lived bivds, not being sobject to
sexunl changes, nnd this is another ndvantaga in their favonr. A mnla
‘mule is eosily distinguished from o fomale by the tich deep ornnge colonr
that encircles the beak and emblazons the breast sftorsit has moulted.
In the femele the colonrs nro much paler, and have o sort of woshed-out
AppeiTInee.

The best Taricly of Canaries for Breeding for Prizes.—1b i ofton asked
which variety of the canary is best for breeding a few prize birds. Good
birds of any variety are dificult to brood, and few men are forfunatoe
cnongh to Lresd prizo birds until thoy hove bod o fow yoors® cxperience,
and huve succoedod in establishing for thomselves a strain upon which
they ean place relianco. So far as the variclige are concerned, it is
probably about as diffiecult to breed prize bivds of one varioty as another.
Cinnamons, crested Norwich faney, lizards, and Yorkshire faney, are in
my opinion the best kinds for a novice to select for o commoencement, bat
the fewer variotics o fanelor keops the preater are his ehances of
SNCLLEE.

Age of Birds.—*How can you toll an old bird from a young one 7
Well, easily encugh in an ordinary way, that is to say, providing the bird
has not been tampered with:  All young birds are freo from scales upon
“their legs or shanks ; whilst the legs of old birds are more or loss sealed.
TheJegs of somn birds seale much moro rapidly than othors, that is troe,
and hepeeit iz not possible mlways to fix n bird's nge by this criterion
alone. T-have secn some very old birds with scales upon their legs nearly
as thick nstheir lega were, but some unprineipled people do not serupla
to * seale theni; e worifeilic soaled off to make them look young. The
marks, or indentations, or rings upon the shanks of old birds ure more
palpable and more readily scen than Ehose npon the legs of young binda.
Their beaks, too, are both lonpor and stronger, and so aro their claws,
and the feathers which compose the wings nnd tails are nover so tightly
braced together in & bird that has monlted three or four times, as they
appear in a bird of ooe or two snmmers only. Ancther sign is that old
birds very often Liave dirty foet, and nre never eo livoly and foll of ** o'
at o young bird ; these are signs which to o keen obsorver arc unmis.
takuble,

Cripples, or Mutilaled Birds.—Some birds aro maimed in the nest by
‘one or other of their parent birds, and others are naturally deformed in
their feck, wings, or beaks. These misfortones do not alwnys provont
their bilng reared, but whenever you find a bied with half of its upper
or lower mandible caten off, or one of its feet, or both, or the mnjority of
#its claws, or part of a wing, it will be found most adrisable to terminate
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its existonoo ot oneo, for it wonld bo o burden lo it
annoyance Lo yon wero you Lo permib it to b ponreil.

Taming Bieds.—I know some pooplo take a greab interest in taming
birds, more cspecially cannries.  They pecustom them to go nbout
the house from room to roomt, to alight wpen thelr shounldees o fingers
whin ealled by same, to cat ont of their mouths, anid sundey other nmus.
ing little trickg. I have soon ncanary thab conld be sont ont of tho
houso into the open siv, nud brought baok ngain immedistely ab the
pleasura of its owner, 1 havo soen it fly upon the tops of houses at the
opposite gido of tho street, pnd this, too, in o populons tows, whord &
eonsiderable amount of teaffio was being onreied on ot the time. I have
Lnown this bird be away eut of sight for sovera]l minutes, and the
porson o whom it belonged bring it baelk in lesa than ono minuta, simply
by a woll known eall, or whistle. This bird was tanght, so I wes told,
by kind treatment alone. There axe govoral methods for teacking birds
thozo tricks, such as S lipping somo of their wing feathers, and using
somotimea hunger is resacted to, bub there
practices in order to dontes-

ingredients to stupify thew;
§s no necessity to adopt any of thoso crual
Henta them. If you wish to teach a bird to como and go, to alizht upon
your finger, to éat from your month, &e., procure one about five or &ix
weeks old, and place it in o eage vory hear to you during tho day-time,
and talk to it frequently, give it a littlo preen food occasionally, or
any little dainty ; after it becomes familing with you, opes the deor of
tho cage, and let it range tha room at its pleasmre. At first it will most
tikely fly abont rather wildly, ani ngoinst the windew panes, but take
Yoed of this, morcly notice it by saying, * Dickoy " * Dickey 15 *
Firdia!” Before you give tho bird its liberty, secure the win
also the door, in Toer ik it, leat any onog should open i from
and let out the bird, for «;r":’rwt-a:-,ut joll wiero nee@itated to go
aftor it and eatch it you would senre it vory much, and it wonld have
most prejudicial effect upon its nerves. Beforo you give the bird its i
liberty prepare o little hard botled egr chopped small, and mized with o
little bread or bisenit, or some othor tompting morsel, amd pluce it neny '
you npon a plate or snueer; afier a while the bird will have tha hardi.
hood to coms ond partake of it, and if you tale no particulae noticos of
it it will, in the course of o few woeks, or sooner, come and take it quite
andacionsly, ns its confidenco will incrense rapidly, provided it is in no way
molestod at first. Do not attompt to entch it to put it back in its coge, ns
ik will bo sure to return to it of its own accord if left alone; it is morely
& question of time; persevero with this treatment daily for o fow weoks,
and it will soon begome as tame as conld be desired—placo o lettuee
leaf upon your shounlder, and after it becomes bold enough to eab it
there, coax it to eat ont of your hand, or from between your fingers,
and thus by patience, perseverance, sud kindoess, you will ulthantely
-
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supeond in petting it to do o varicty of feats Loth pleasing and ontor-
taining to you.

Cleaning Seod —Nothing is ealonlated to proserve birds in health mora
hun the constant wse of good ond wholesome food. It is commendable,
herefore, where o fow binds are kopt, to procure & small fno hair sieve to
giff the dust out of the soed onee n week or fortnight. Where only o
singlo bird iz kept ib is not worth while to inour the cxpgnse, but the
#eeil drawer shoulld Lo emptied on to a picco of paper or o dish, and the
dirt pickoed out and the dust blown nway,

Keeping Birds i o Room where o Fire and Ges are froquently Leing
weed —NMost people who keop birds to sing, have them in the room they
ordinerily wse, and where o fire is almost constantly Lkopt, and the pan
elten lighted —ueither of which is desimable, for both are calonlated to
hove o projudicinl effoct upon their heelths, espocially gns, which invari-
ably eats them to moult out of season, and thereby joopardisos their
lives, more particularly when thoy are hung ina lofty eituation or from
the ceiling, as tho iotenso lhent which is gencrated and moenmulated
thoee, i3 most hurtful to them. To aveid thia I would recommend tha
use of plate pulloys—little brass pulleys affized to plates; fasten one of
these to the moulding above the window (abook the centra), and tha
other to the architmve on either side of it, whichovor is most convenionk
—both pulleys must be in a lino with each other, Get a pieee of blind
or picture cord about 10ft in length, and eccure it to the top of tho
cage by a ring or hook mode of wire, and pass it through these pulloys,
It will bo necessary nlso to obtain o plated double heol {i.e., two hooks
affived to o prass plate, such as aro used for Vonotian blinds) ; this
should bo fixed fo the architrnvo on the same side as the pulley, and
about 3it. from the ground, so that the eago can be lowered or raised ot
pleasure ; at nights, after thoe gos has been lighted, tho cagn containing
the bird shonld be lewered to within 4f6 of the ground; this will ina
vory great measure assist in obvinting tho baneful offoets which sy
inovitably rosult in cases where birds aro exposed for any length of timo
to itz blighting influences. In the morning tho cago can be drmwn up.
This contrivance i3 so simple that a child might ensily manogo it, but the
bird must nok be neglocted or forgotton.

Startling Birds—Dirds aro natorlly timid, nervons littla croataros,
and are easily startled. Great caro should bo taken nob to elarm them
or excite them unduly, or thoy might take o fit and dis. To maks iy
meaning elearly and folly undorstood T will rolate o little incident that
happened to myself not long ago. A gpentloman ealled ong day to look
at my birds; he had on a white hat; on cntering my bird-room ho
uneovered his head, and placed his hat wpon a eago stand, in Front of 5
compartment of the eage containing ona of my prize Gilasgow dons,"
The bird gave s sudden start,”and dashed sbout the cage frantioally

-
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for o moment, and fell in o swoon. 1 tool it out of the eage imme-
dintely, but before I lnd tmo to apply o vestorative it died in my hand. A
dog or 2 eat entering a room whore bivds aro kept that have mot been
necustomed to auimals will sometimes ennse one or other of them to take
n fit.

To kioie schellier Eygs are fertile—To nscertain whether eggs aro
fertile or mot, hold them np bofore n window when the sun i3 shining
strongly. If they aro froitful, and have been sat upon eight days or
more, they will be quite oprgue, vulgarly teemed * blick sitting.” You
can sometimes agcertain tho fock nt the end of #ix days, but there is no
cortainty befora the cud of tho cighth day. If the eggs merely look
muddy, and are not gquite black, they sre what aro known as dazed or
gpoiled egga.  Itie a bad practico to moleat hena during incubation, o=
all hens onght fo eit their allotted time, thirtoon and fourteen days,
necording to the temperaturs of tho atmosphore. If the eggs ave all
right they will nssuredly be hatehed, if nok yon cannot improve them
by looking at them ; and I shounld like to lmow lhow many {roitfol coge
have been destroyed by fhis moans—some through being let fall, and
others by being indented with the fizger nails. Fever handle o bird's egg
when yonr finger nails are too long.

Tmpreguating Egps—TI have very frequently been nsked my opinion
whether T considered it necessary for o male bird to remain with o femala
after they had boen obscrved to pale properly, and if they wore then
soparated whether any or the whole of the ozga would prove froitfal. I
have heard a grent many arguments upon this subject both pro and con.,
and for my part [ prefer not to offer an opinion therpon. I mag, how-
over, cite two cases which bear on the subjoct both ways and I will
vouch for their anthenticity. A friend of mine, & great mula breeder,
and o gonileman on whose statement I can confidently rely, related to me
that ho onen sent o canary ben, in foll season, to a fricnd’s houze, who
had o breeding geldfineh, to got tho hen imprognaked. He sent her by
ane of his men-seevents in o paper bag, with steict injunctions for him to
witness the birds pair, sod to wait until they did =0, and then to bring
the hen back with him. This was offocted in tho prosonce of the owner 3
of the goldfineh nnd the man; the hon was romoved immediately aftor. '
wards, Ho told me {lat the man wog only awny o littls over an honr
until hie rebnrned, his mission being completed. Tho hen lnid in duo time, =
and the eggs proved fruitiul, and wore hatehed. I have heard of other
instances vory similar.  Tho other case hoppened with myself, and is as
follows : T gnes put o yonng goldfineh with an excellonfymule-brooding
hen canary, and seeing that she was about to lay, nud not having observed
any symptoms of attachmont between thiom, I removed the goldfinch and
placed n mals canary beside her, In the courso of o fow days efter this
she 1aid four epgs, incobated and hatehed, and reared hor progeny, two of
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which woro mules, and two canarles. T have heard of mnother eneo
precisely similor iu chavacter, so thnt I consider it best moi to run
any riska.

Marked Canaries mistaken for Mides or Hybrids.—It 18 n very common
error for people to fall inte who have a limited koowledge of birda, to
supposo that every pied or marked eannry thoy ete i o hybrid ; ond
hundreds of people who possces colnon variegatod cannries will tell
you that thoy avo mules. .

Mule Heis Bearing Conaries—I1 havo known mulo hens pair readily
with cock conaries, and have eggs, but they are never fruitful, buf if you
give them n sitting of fraitful ennary eggs they will hatch and rear them
—they almost inyariably prove to bo good fester paronis.

Buying Hirds®—When s person living at o distance from o woll-known
fancicr, or other person, wishes to buy some of his bixda, it i3 customary
after the bargnin iz made for the purchaser to send o P.OLO. for o
amonnt bolore the birds are sent off, but where two fanciors are well
known to cach other this is not nlwaya insisted upon, but in either casa
tho birds sent travel at tho risk of the purchaser, unless it is agread
fhat the birds are sent om approval, or return, when they travel at the
risk of the vendor, providing there is no agreement to tho contrary. If
birds meet with an aocident in transit, I approhend that the railway com.
panies are responsible, and parkieularly where an unreasonable amount
of delay in iransmission bas taken place. When ‘binds are purchased
from o porson unkmows to yoo, and he demands prepayment, send him
a P.0.0., payoble ton days after date ; in erder to do this you must aflix
a penny recoipt stamp, and sign the requisition on tho face of tho ordor
o that eoffect. IF he fuil to sond you the birds within o reascmable
time, then you can stop payment by giving notico to the pestmaster
where the ordar is mada payablo, buk if he give you a satisfactory
reforenece to a banker, or town clork, n magistrate or o doctor of medicing
or divinity, yon neod not tako these procantions,

Sending Tirds fo Purchasers al a Distance.—Do vory careful alwaya
to gend birds in small box eages, or in strong bozes with plenty of holes
bored in thom to admit air; fix sowe picces of wood to the bottom
of thoe box with small serew nnils for the birds to perch onm; mever
place them o littls way fromeethe bobtom, or the birds may get jammed
bengath them, and be smothercd with tho sced, or hurt. Never pub
hay, straw, shavings, or gimilar material inside & box or cage used for
this purpose, or the birds will either Lo hungered to death through nob
boing nlls to gob 46 the seod, or bo eoffocated. Always give them a
plentifol sopply of seed, and o lithle soft white bread sop, or o lomp of
spongo immersed o water, inside the cage or box. Cover tho cago
prﬂpﬁ]?, but do not everds i, make holes throngh the paper with yonr
fingers opposite tho holes in the box, or wires in the cagoe, so that thoy




105 TUE CANALY BOOK. .

may got on abundanes of pure aie: tie it secarely, and be vory par-
tizular in writing the address Tully aud legibly, and do not forget to write
in large charnotors, the words, * Live Dirds ; with Care.”” I have labels
printed for this purposs in bleek trpo on inch deap, nnd I genorally pasto
two or threo of theso labels on difforont parta of the eage, whero they enn
be best seen.  Before sending them weay, acquaint the purchaser with
tho train that they will bo sont by, and send them with somo person to
the railway sttiion that will wait to seo them sent off. If you eommit

any oef, by negligence or otherwise, which may lond to the denth of any ‘

of the birds yon have sold, tho purchaser can leld you responzible on the

ground of contributory negligonce, F
tierii Paste.—This can be made by brodsing in n mortar, or with a |

paste pin, half & ponnd or & pound of genuine sowing rape seed; blow 1

away the busks, and add a picco of wholesoma white bread, about fwao
days old; roll these well tegother, and reduce the mass to o powider
and keep it in o tin canister or gluss bottle with n broad neck {n pickla
bottle) and tightly corked to keop ont the air, ns tho Tape seed i liable
to turn sour; a little of this, mized with o hard hoiled eapr and o slight
#prinkling of Cayeuno pepper, will be found eapital food cither for young
or old birds. It shonld bo made fresh about every twelve or fourteen
daya. Tt may bo molstcned with water for the use of young or delicate
birds if required, .

Haffron Cake—Talke of fine four #lb., sugar oz, buttor B0z, and the
Folks of two frosh 1aid eggs ; et o peonyworth of mesdow eaffron and
pour a teacupful of boiling water over it; beat tho egyrs and the butter
together in a basin, next add the sugar and flour, aod form the wholo into
& maag with the solution, after it has been strained Hl.l.ruugh'ﬁ. ploce of
muslin, and lastly bake. When celd it is rendy for uso,

Aarking Birds,—Tho method I adopt, and which, T Lelicva, is pritty
generally adepted, is to noteh small piocos ont of the wob ar fringo of ono
or more flight feathers, of one or both wings; this i3 dono with o pair
of sharp scissors, and in an angular dircetion. With o little display of
ingenuity in varying the markings, the produce of any numbe=of pairs may
b easily traced ; but it i cqually necossary nob enly to erareian grent
care in the performanes of this operation, but to use considecablo cantion
in recording the particolars of thom, This T do in the baek of my dinry
in manner following :—** Young cinnamons from pair in No. 1 breeding
cage, marked in left wing, first and socond flight feathers : cach two
notehes ; placed in {light No. 5 (See diary, p. 7) ;" and so on with the
remainder.  Whatever you do, do not place the markinga in the tail of o
bird, ns their feathers are frequently shed or beaten out, and then oll
trace is lost. I

s
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THE ORIGINAL CANARY—GENERAL REMARKS.

Tinene iz probably no bicd so well known, and so universally admired
thronghont the kingdem s the canary. Tt may without healtation e
wrononnecd the * household pot," na it is Leloved snd osteemed by all
clazzes, from the humblest cotter in the land, even to Royalty itself, it
being a well-known et that onr much-baloved Queen takes great
interest in thess charming little choristers,

The canary i3, without doubt, one of the most charming pets that can
pozsibly be possessed, and, but for the fact that some high-minded
piople, whose notions are peenlinely aristocratio, imagine that overy.
thing pertaining to it must of necessity be plebeian in character, it
would most assuredly hold a munch more important position, as a fancy,
than it hitherto has done. But why thizs notion shonld be sssociated
with canary fanciers more than with pigeon, rabbit, poulfry, and dog
faneiors, I am at o loss to understand. I have passed through the
eotire category of these fanciea, ns n fanoier, and daspite my most cor-
neat endesvours to solve the mystery I mm positively nnable fo do eo.
I will venture to say that thero is no bird more engngiog in mannor thano
& CAUATY i nNor nome more gay, happy, and cheerful in confincmont, snd
withal so harmonions ; their powee of memory and imitation are porfectly
wonderful, and the attachment of many®of those birds to the individunls
who supply their daily wants, and treat them kodly i3 widely known,
s thet to thoss who are in pursuit of o hormless and innoeont amnse-
ment, I know of none where more pratification and enjoyment is likely to
be found.

Introduetion.— Hitherto, I have fafled to meet with any rocord giving
an account of the first imtrodnetion of the cansry into Eogland, bt
Willonghby, in his history of binds, stabtes that canarics were quito
comimon in his timo; and Gesner, who wroto in the year 1585, likowise
mentions them,  Aldrovendus, who published o work on Ornithology
in 1510, gives n fair deacription of this bird (vide vel.ii., page 355)

ik
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It is said, on good anthority, that canaries woro first intro Inoed into
Fogland from Italy, and I believe this statement hag mover bLeen eou
tradicted.  There nee, however, o gront wany different varietios of this
olerant nud charming bird, and gncs the infroduction of the WAL
Enelond” exhibitions, which were begun a fow years ago, this {une!

made considernble head-way.
The eanaey is to fonnd in o wild state in some parts of Sonthern Afria,
pud ales in sfvoral of the islands in the Atlantic Occan, meluding St
Helena, Aseension, nnd the Capo Vorde Islands, ‘as also in the Canary
Telands, Tt is stated by an carly writer on this subject that theso hirda
{cund theie way to the Intter islands by aceident. A ship, bound for '
Laghorn, having on boarid & number of these birdz, foundersd near the
i<land of Elbs, and through this circumstance they wers sot at liberly
They found the climute enfliciently genial to induee thom to breed, and
by this means they became thoroughly acclimatizsed. ‘Thess birds bear o
striking rescmblanes in size, form, and markings to the ordinary linnet of
onr owh eountry, but the gpround or body colour is green, which is almost
the only difference obsorvable. They nre [requently brought to this
country by sailors from Santa Cruz and Teneriffe. They are much famad
for the excollence of their eong, which is exceedingly eoft and melodious,
differing materinlly from the ennaries bred nnd reared in this country.
The bird, from which oar iliasteation has been taken, i3 the property of
Madame Galen, of Londoem. Tt was brounght from the island of b
Helena, nud althomgh wild when she got it, it has become tame nnd
tractable. It i3 eaid to be o most charming songstor. It was shown in
tha * Any Other Vuricty of Canary ' elass nt the Crystal Show in 1875,
Vi risties,—The common canary iz n bird pretty generally known in

most conmtries thronghont Enrope, and is in size and shape not much 3
nnlike & common linnet, its colonrs are yellow, boff, green, and green
pied, or variegated, and it is ndmired chiefly for its song, and may be ;

met with at o1l professional bird dealers; but by those who are known as
irup fanciers.” birds of this kind are merely regarded as nurace for
rearing the more valued amd favourite varieties: consequently  thoy aro
eonsiderad of little valne, nnd may ba purchasod ot o low figure, coclk
birds varying from two shillings ench upwards, the hens nsually boing
sold from one shilling to two shillings each, mueh depending npon
the time of year nud other ciremmstances. Probably the varicty moat
bighly esteemed among the eognosceali are those known s the ** Belgian
Faney "' canaries, and mext to these comes the * Loendon Fanoy,”
i Lizards" * Cinnamgns,'’ © Norwich Faner,” * Glasgow Dons, or
sScotch Faney,” * Mauchester Coppye, or Crested Belginns,” * York.
shire Fancy,” &o., slthough many of these so-called varietiea are arti-
ficinlly produced, and ara the roenlt of rrossing ono variety with
another in snel & "nner ns to produce some totally distinek fonturg or
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CHAPTER VIIL

THE BELGIAN.

Oririin—8ize.~TIn my deseriptions of the différent variotion T will begin
with that known as the Belrian, which, as itz name denotes, 13 a native of
Belgium.  They nre bred there in large quantities, and exportad 1o dif-
ferout purtz of Europe and Amerien, and sev
in various ways endeavonrsd to obtain somo informntion bearing on the

origin of these remarkable bivds, but without eliciting anything relinble ;

oral of onr eolonics: I have

the oldest fanciers in Belginm aeom nnablo Lo give any satisfactory account
of them; T must, therefore, decling to hzard any vemerks of aspeculutive
or theoseticn] nature in remard to them, and will simply treat thom in
the charncter of an established wovioty, This vavicty of canary hns
bean known and admired in our eountry for more than twonty yoars, and
they mro considered, and, T think, justly eo, the nobility of the cannry
paes, The prineipal recommendation of a bird of this description is its
souliar form, its largo sizo and graceful and commanding conbonr.
t i3 a large bird, and is varioualy estimated to measure [rom Glin to
§ even Sin, in length, from the point of the Lill to the tip of the
ails but Tow will bo fonnd to oxceed Tin., which mny be taken ns an

1m. GF

I
I
i
t

averamo siza, Tt is o difficult matter to measure o bigl of this kind oxeopt
by the eye, and that [n an wocertain and unroliable * rule ; besides,

mucl dependa on the Tealth, eondition, and season of the yoar Tor theso

binds to shiow to the proatest advantage; and, slthongh sizo is an impor-

idecation in birds of this clags, form and shape are much

mMOTe &0

My first Birds.—It i3 now a little over twenty-two years since I
parchosed my first pair of Belgien canarics, nwd T have s very vivid
roonllection of 1he featnres that wero at that timo lookeod for by faneiers ;
thoy were length and thinness of body, sleekness, and smortness ; and
the et ddonl of a bird of thia doseription woa one that was so exeeod-

ingly elonder, that it gove snyone the iden that it could be passed
through & lady's gold ring. But this perticalar fancy at that time woz
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in its infaney, and the sdmivers of Delgpian canarics wore gropini
their way in the dark ; the bivds then imported were not thoroughbreed, or
il least wery few of thom, pwd theso that weore, were regarded ne
teformod and wgly. Denlers hod to be resortod to st that time for
Al

vannries of this zort, ns very low famciers, in the North of Ex

at leaat, were known to breod binds of this variety, as they had pot beén

introdueed into England many yvears provieusls. AL, that tim
resided in o very pretty village about threo wiles distant from
which, in a commercial point
it the county of Durham. The importor tn this instanee was Josoph
Greenwell, a man well known throughout the * faney " twenty years ago,

lenst, is now considered one of the o

not ouly a8 a dealer, buk as o foncior as well, He was in the
receiving importations of these birds during the sutumn and spring
months of the year, at stated periods, and they usually arvived on
Baturdays, which I faney was a good arvangement on Lis part, seeing that

the majority of his eustomers were of the arfisnn elass, and these men
and generally on the Saturdays, conse.

covived their wages woekls
quently they would bo pre
¢nuble them to become possessors of the objoets wi
admiration, and ready cath is considered o sine gud non in the bird fanay,
Upon one oceasion I ecalled at Greenwell's to purchase o buff Belgian
eock, but T found he hed not one to snit me.  He therenpon informed me
that he expectod n * fresh lot'" on the lollowing Seturday mer:

pared  with the wherewithal which would
I exekted their

T,
Having ascertained the time of their probable arrival and other
neceasary information, I determined, if possible, to be one of the first in
attendnnee ®s0 that T might have an opportunity of seleching something
to wy mwind. Although I lived fully three miles from the town, my
enthuginem brought me np te time. When I reached his howsg I
found several men waiting the arrival of the birds, oll culire strangers
to myself, tmt apparently eager enthusinsta. I found from their obeer-
vationg thet the majority of them were old * practical lowde' and
being at that time o meve stripling myself, I listoned to their conversation

£ in profound silence, in the hope of extending my bird knowledpe, which

wae somewhat limited, In the course of a guarter of an hour the birds
arrived, and I was greatly amused to observe the eager, anxions exprea-
gion+of face thnt mome of these men immedintely aseumed ; all was
dilence in o moment, and eyes wore peoring in ab every areviee and loop-
hole in the cage in which the birds were, to cajeh w glimpze of the
unviod ocoupants, ns Joe, in his uwsnal cool and caleulating manner,
removed the covering that concealed them from our viow. This being
dome, n seono of nnngunl excitement, bustle, and commotion followed,

a little confusion, and a terrible clamour of tongnes ; in the meantime Jog

hrought forward two or three smnllor cages, and said, " Stand back a bit,

fnd Il cateh them and put them in here, where you con gt a bettor
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Wl 1o, pnid prosently ont

1k at thew.'”  ‘This request was vendily ne
wa and onchantresses, Mo sooner hod they woltlod
1 wi

ecams the onchan

np, " when sove

upon their perchos and given themselvea o
wore heard exelniming, * How much for this & and * How el
that #° In answer {0 thess eager interrogatories emmo the guiet
der, “How much is it worth ™" Cig 1 o 1|
wmedher would offer so much wore, and in this mann
red the * piclk of the flook ™ were disposod of.

I lingered by in silence until all appenred satisfied, when 1 venturpd

patient roj
B0 muakh,”” nisl

what were consid

tn wsk the price of a noble yollow hen with immense shoulders, o nice
legs, &o., which bad excited the mirth of all presont,

Aat head, gpood neck,
and not o fow wore the witticisma that werve levelled at the poor un
offending object, one said it was o " young camw

it was o “ Richard the Third," but all appeared ngroed that it wos
naturally deformed, oxcopt myseli and I cortainly was the ouly ouo whe
appeared to have the least dosire to posaess it Grecowell tried to
dizsundo me from having it, and said he wos sure there was ™ somme-
wrong with itz back” MNovortheless, 1 had o funey for it,
sther it woa maimed or not, and said T would purchase it if it wos
not a very expensive bird, as I ‘was.by mo means suee then but it
v be deformed, sud consequently of little value. Heo swid
and I necopted the offer at once; aiter [ pot It

another that

migrht poss
rht have it for 73

! compared it with my other bivds, it ecourred to me thot this ., '
waz tho * Simon pure " of a Belpion caosry, and the next time T was in
town [ told him I should like a fow wore of the sume shape, and gove
fim my opinion respecting it: he smiled quietly, bub very Hgmificantly,
Vout thi= did not alter my opinion ; some time aftery o B TTE
buff cock similar in shapo, bub not IJ1.I.l]‘.' a0 l.w-.*-l L8] t|:|| o T8
About this time s gentlomnn with whom I was nequaintod commo
to keop birds ; he was o moenufactorer, and exported goods to ] s f

i suggested to him that it would be & good plan if he were to con
mission hiz agents in Antwerp to progure for him‘wx pair or two of
the best Belgian canarios they could obtain, and to instroct them to
employ some well-known fancier to soleet the bivds; and furthermore to
gond the kind that was most highly esteomed in that country. Ho
adopted my suggestion, and in due time four birds arrived, and they
proved to he the vory identigal counterparts of my * doformed " hon,
The agents wrote to say that they woro of the best and most highly-prized
strainsg, and wore much dearor then the birda usnally sold for exportation,
Thiz settled the mustter ot once, and T was grontly pleased with the
discovery ; the cross breeds soon gave way to the thoroughbreds, aud 1
had numerois applicntions for the progeny of my * erooked backed
birds, s they were froquontly designated. Three or four years after
this somo of our most ardent fanciers ventured across the chinonel antl




THE WELGIAN 115

: »

Forbod their own stoek, and the bost bieds I have over scen have been
impeorted birds,

Igporting divde—It {2 not o long journey, ucither is it

seopsive ong, =0 that auyone wishing to oblain high

1
voean embark ecither at Holl or London A boat lonves Hull for
abwerp  overy Wednesdny, and returns on the Suturday Tolloy

 single fure is 155, roburn tickets cost 225 G4, The pafsnge erenpies

dn=e gtock

1 = |'!1'

ous of

fo woll to iake n trip to the Continent :

ut twenty-fonr or twenty-five hours from port to port.  The Hitil
"Eur
gervants speak English, and the charges are extromely modernte.
ir

y s place whern ry comfort cpn be procured ; all waiters

further information mbeont the boats, &o, tan ba procure
spe, oo aud Co., apents, Hull, No faneier noad be deterved 1o
fack that he i= unable to spoak the language of the country, n=
- of the waiters at tho hotel [ have named, will readily get him au
berpreter, who, on poyment of a small fee, will accompany him to the
'erent Lroeders, and assist him to make his purchases, Besides Aut.
rds can be obtains] at Brossels and Ghent, these being
the three principal towns for getting the best birds at. Prices vary in
pecordance with quality and the particulsr scason of the year; the buest

time to go is probably the month of Septembeer, after the close of the
brecding sesson, as birds are most plentiful thes, ond a3 o matber of
course you hava a better chaneo of seleoting something to snit yom, and at
g lower price than yon wonld pay at o more advaneed period of the
year. The Belgians sot great valoe upon their best birds, and high
prices are gemanded for prize specimens, but moderato or fanlty binds
highly bred can be purchased at rensonable prices. High class birds
range from forty franea npwards (£1 135 b, in English money), but
fabmlons prices are asked for rare gpems. Belgian eanaries are rend:ly
B tized in England sand Wales, as alao in Iroland and Seotland ;
thore e not o preat difference in the tempernture of these countries.
Belginm les between 499 30° and 51° 30" north latitnde, and betwoen
22 30° and 67 5° oust longitude, wherens Englind inelnding Wales extends
from 499 58° to 55° 46' north latitude, and from 5% 40' west, to 19 45
enst longitnde. These hirds, however, do not endure the eold so well as
most other kmown varietics. The Belgion fanciers esteem their own
breod of eanaries far bofore nll others, and set little value wpon some of
onr esteamisd varetios, such ns Norwioh faney, lizerds, and the like
Clonstitnlion.—Belgian eanariea are probably the most domosticated of
all tha tribes of the Fringille Canaria, and on this seconnt they are croat
[avourites with most faneiers, They soon get accustomed to ond becomo
fariliar with their regnlar attendants, and display very little of that
timidity and nervonsness o perceptible in many of the other varietivs—
b rofer more especially to birds kepl in o room st apart for their aole
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nae, aml whicls nre only visited ocensionally ; and worg it not for on
twe mporiant considerations, they wounld donbtless become the mo
popular favourites of all true eonury fanciers ; the first of these ia the
thoy nro naturnlly of o delieate constitution, ns a rule, and appear
be predisposed to astlms and consmption, maladies not easily enraby
sud which carries off tho wejor part of them; they like warmth, ax
it iz o difficult matter to get birds of this breed strong enough to i
them to o regom without Ao during thoe winker months of the yenr.
thiy woro kept in a room whore n wodernte and regular tompers
could be kept up doring the coldest period of the year, and whe
north anmd gzt winds provail, by means of ot water pipes or
contrivances, they mno donbt wonld thrive well, amd ultimatel
might produce & rce of birds more vigorous and healthy thon the
the present day.  Another drawback is the enormouns prise which
birds of this variety wsually bring, more partionlarly when von
sider that the best nnd hardiest bivd of its roee would ba =0 compld
“uzed up " i it were sent round to compete nt overy show during
entire season, that it would be, literally speaking, worlhless for the
purpose of breeding from, if it did not kill it ontricht. [ myeelf have
known ng muoch ns £12 paid for o single bird, bot I must confess that,
taking him ** all in all,"" 1 have not ** looked upon his like ngain."” Great
eare shonld be taken of Belginn ennaries during the moulfing sensom,
a3 of this time, more than at any other, they are likely to contract the

iz

azes helore mentioned ; they ought invariably to be kept covered over
during this eventful period in their lives.

Breeding—In selecting stock for the purpose of breeding, T would
recommend fanciors to purchase nothing but good birds, |-|:|1'| nof mezn
all prize birds, or ¢ven show birdz, but one of tho poronts at least
onght to be par creellonee, and for this purpose I prefer tho male
hird to exeol in the gualities which are most highly esteemed, nlthough
good birde are often produoced when the reverse of thiz recommendation
is carried out, but in thet case, much, I imagine, depends npon the
constitution of the hen ; nevertheless, 1 prefor to adhere to the plan 1
have nlready nnmed. Fow people suecesd in obtaining: pood birds from
meoderate parents, even when they are known to be highly bred; but
with one good bird judicionsly matebed with a moderate bird known to
be of n good stroin thoe best resulis are often realized.

If you possess, say o large strong male bird, with great lemgth of
body, good legs, fine sweeping toil, nnd long slender neck, but deficient
in ghoulder and coarso in feather, you munst mateh him with o hen pos-
seasing large shoulders, and elozo and compact in feather, repandloss of all
other propertios; that is to eay, never mind if she is rothor amall, and
pomowhat short in the legs and neck; the chiof featnres that you
require are those specified to ereato o suitalle match for the cock I have

.
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d. I the hen, in addition to the quelities named, poseesses other

ul properties, =0 much the Leotter, and so muech more likely will sho

i to produee o greater numbor of good specimens; but if you soeceed
hreoding one first-closs bird of o single

u may eonsider you huve done remarkably well,

I do not recommend putting nothing but show birds together, as when

vir of birds in & season,

yirds are too highly brod their progeny are correspondingly tender.
Another thing which I wish yon cloarly to understand 35 this: never put
two binds together possessing the same points of morit, unless they
both | v all the good qualities

dezired—what T mean, iz, never put two moderate birds topether ; say, for

sess in am oqual or approximate dogn

instance, two birds both being deficient in some eszentinl qualitics—zsuch

a4 two birds of a diminutive kind, or twe birds wanting in develop-
.

ment of shonlders, cheat, neck, legs, &o.; but always contrive to pair

sour birds in such o manner that the one bird predominates in the

opposite feafures to the other, as by adopling this method you are
peotty certain to pot one or two birds at least which will inherit the
pecalarities of both parvents so blended that the result will, in all proba-
bility, prove highly satisfnctory to you. T ia usunl to pair o yellow
oock snd a buff hen together, or vice versd, as the cnse may be. It
will, bowever, be fonnd very advantngeons to broed from two bof birdsz
oceasionally, in proference to o yellow and bulf, as it tends materinlly
to improve the size, constitution, and feathera of the birds ; but it must
not be ropeated too froquently, or it will produce comrscness, Somo
faneiors ooensionally pair two jongue (yollow) birds together in order to
produce fineness, but the produce aro gonerally deficient in plumage ;
but o bird bred from two yollows, and mated with one bred from twe
buffs, or, better still, one bred from double buifs twico over—that i3, o
bird bred from fwo buffs, and o second time mated with a buff, the
produce of the lust cross—very frequently breed the handsomest and best
hirda, .

If you desire to breed wvarviegated Delginns, bo sore lo seloct two or
three well-marked birde, cocks or hens, not too heavily marked, and pair
these with clear birds of the oppesite colours and sexes, select from
the produes of these hirds thoee which are best marked, and conpla
them agnin with clear birds, taking care to pair them in sceordangs with
the instroctions alrendy given, with referenee to breeding clear Baolginn
canaries, in order that you may effoct a general improvement in the
confour and ot ensemble of your birds. If you happen to breed mora
elears than you care for, put a marked bird with o clear bind bred from
variogated strain, and by this means you will soon restore the markinga.
If yon put two marked birds together, unless they nro both lightly
mirked, they nre very apt to produoee voung birds too heavily marked,
amgl if this plan is perecvered with, that is, the re-crossing of variegated
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birds, vou will ultim ely Toew them wely all green together ;

wsionndly yon will get an ont 1.

birda for Lreeling purposes; satis

M Lan b WY L
By very porticnlar iu selockis

vonrsell that they arve perfectly healthy—this is a most cazpntial e

idly enrried out—as mu
ing stock for your fuiud

e likely to rawnrd you

siderntion, nnd one which caunot be too ri

dopends npon vour first scloction of b

snecezs in eztablishing o race of '|lil'l|~'_ whio
for vour tromble. Nevor brogd from disensed birds, however good they
may be, or yon will in all prolubility propagate tho eomplaints from
which the birde soffer—I, vofor more especinlly to asthma and consang.-
e semls of horeditary disense. I kmow it ia

tion—and thereliy sow t

very galling, and even fem e, whon you possess o mugnificent specimen

of thia variety affected with ome or other of these diveful comploinis,
and have to forepo tho ploasure which yor had donbtless looked for-
ward to ere tho disonse presented itself in outword form, but for all

that it fa a real necessity, if you want to produce bealthy progeny,

with wigour and ac i muat brook the diznppointment manfolly
and I am sure you will novef regret your conduct in after years. You
hed fur better terminate the existescs of o hird of this kind in the
mozt hamane manner possible, o thousend times ovar, than Lo led Bo =0
rash an act as to eouple it with o healthy partner and breed from it, ns
the disense wonld be sure to show itself sconer or lnter, in most, if not
all, of the birds brod from sueh parents.

When yon are selecting birds to broed from, it will be well to bear in
mind that two vears old cocks ara preforable to one year old birds, aud
their prodoce ave ponerally strongor and more vobnst,  Ime fact, T think
i+ desirnble not to attempt to breed with male birds tho first seazon,
for they often fail te impregnate tho ogps, or mosi of thom, amd it
nuquestionably weakons their constitutions, which isx a material con-
sideration. T do not object to breed with ono year old liens,

Rearing.—A groat many bird faonciors will toll you that Belgian canasy
hens are * bad breeders,” that i=, bad nursea, bat they =eldom consider
kow much they have themsolves to Llame for thiz apparent wan® of a
maternnl affection ; their over-anxioty or curiosity froquontly londs thom
to meddle with the binds during tho process of incubation, or shortly
after the epes are hatched ; inleed, T have known some men g0 foolish
a4 to disturh & hen every fificen or twenty minutes whilst she was
sy hatohing ; forcing her off the nest onch time morely to ascortain
whother sha had hetched another egg.  How euch mon can expect birids
to perform their dutics satisfretorily, under snch circnmstances, is more
than T eun suy. The majority of cannry hena, withont distinetion of class,
instinetively becoma joslons ab this particnlar time, more especially for
tho first fow dava ofter dhoy hatch; and if the curicsity of fanciers
incites them to =nch acts of indiscretion they must not express dissmdis-
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o with the pesult. 1 am quite cortain et o great many bens

ich doubtloss otherwize wonld supply the wants of their progeny

| snongh, are by such treatment comg
p canary, & [ai
v alona, the pro-

lweys ¢ n hen, and more espoci

vee, and i she 5 in good health AT I
itizs are more in favonr of her proving a good nurse than o bad
rd ik
the best mothees, and without doubt they are as go
experience informs me that they sro little or ne
pany othor varietiea if thoy aro interferod with,

1 that conmon CARATY hons are

T have repontedly MSEGT

ng any; bot
than hens of

nao enng

more sttentive to their dutics in nssisting to vear theiv broods than the

male b

of tha Bolginn variety; and I sce no roason why the fomales

should prove lingly imattentive. At one time 1 bred a lasge

number of the
four | 3: threo of the hene fed their own offspring, and one pair reared
pine birds themsclves, but this moy be eonsideeed oxeeptional ; =till it 14
bounds of probability to effect o similar conp de o bonae
te. Teave them nlone to their ewn Waternal instincts, treat them

YOI WO

thie same as 41 birds comparatively worthless, and you will find that
Belgian hen canaries are far better nurses than you were led to suppose.
If » hen iz delicate or out of health, you cannot reasonably expect

transfer her egrs to another hen on which you can place reliance ; but
do not bothor her, not even if she iz o * common hen'"  If o ben has had
a difficulty in laying her eggs, nud lins beon prostrated in hor efforts to
do 8o, it wou® not, under such ei
with the rearing of her progeny ; therefore, if they are at all valuable, it
will lo to efoct o transfor with some other hen, whose producs
yvou consider of much lezs importanoes

Alw bear in mind the following maxim, * That which is naught
iz never in danger "'—i. ¢., that which is considered of no intrinsic valuo |
for, althongh yon may, as most likely you will, think very highly of
some of your birds, and set great store by them, you will neverd
finid it o zolden rule to treat them ns though they wore next to worth-
less., Do mot disturh them any moro than you ean possibdy heln, and
leave them as muech to themaelyea ps circumstances will permil, el
v the result will ke, in the majority of instances, satiafnctory

wimstances, bo prudent to entrost hor

I amn =ur
alike to the birds and to yonr=elf,

It sometimes happens thot tho young Belgian canarios are weak and
t stremgth to raise their heads for the purpose

puny, and have not suificier
of receiving notrition from their parentd during tho first two or throo
doys after they are hatched. In the former event you must administer
faoml to them in small gquantitics, at short intervals, for the firsi tlires
dags, and if the mother appears to solk, and rofuses fo feed them ufy

: i 2 F i .
ber to perform her duties satisfactorily, and in such eases yon must
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wards, they munst be transferns] forthwith to the foster parent.

farther portionlars see elinptor on Dreeiding, po

As soon ak the young binds are able to coter for themselves, p
them in Invge onges, with plenty of lengtl, breadth, and heig
that they will hive ample room for exercise, which will be feund

benefleinl and conducive both to their honlth anl well-being. .

Reapingaornt —Whan they rench the ngo of seven or eight weeks yod
mu=t bogin to {rain them to “run out,” that is, to teach them fo ge
in nnd out of theoir nsun] domiciles, 4 la Belgip to show cnges, as |
it is m most reprehensible proclise to cateh birds of this vorviety with |
your hands, and a custom which 1s very apt to peare nud frighten thom,

This performanes i3 easy of necomplishment, anid should be achieved in L

tho following manner, First eateh the bicd you desire to touch, and
placa it in & ghow cage with o sliding door, and allow it time to sctils
down quictly ; then take ancther enge, a fac simile of the last named,

and place the doors opposite cach other, taking carve to roise the sliding

doors to their full height, and place the sperfures directly opposi
cach other: noxt take a [:-i_{'sc of thin wood or lath, previously rounded.
nofl perfectly smooth, like the top of o fishing red, about two feet or
two and a half feot in longth—a portion of & penny cane stick will
, smswer the purpoee quite well.  Pub this quictly and carefully threugh
the wires of the cage in which the bird is placed, and endeavour to drive
it, in the essicst manner possible, into the other cage. Do sure to exer.
cize your utmost patience and skill, and above all, do not irritate or
excite the hird. Firat put the stick above the bird, and force the latter
gently to the bottom of the cage, moving the stick slowly Bod dextorously
in such n manner ns to induce the bird to approach the entrance to
the adjoining cage; but by all menns keep your temper, for if yom
atterupt rough mweapge yonu will most assuredly frighten the bird—an
ocenrrence which must be evoided il possible. Bpeak soltly and kindly
to it daring this operation, and with a Hitle persevormnes and eavoful '
manipulation you are certain of suecess. 1T the bird exhibits symptoms
of fear, leave tho eages in the position indicated for n day or twe, and
it will bocome familiny with the arrangement, and pass from one eago
to the othor of ita own neooord. After this yon will have ne diffenlty
in getting it to pass readily in and out of the coges. If you find that
you pro pecesditated to have recourse to tho Intter plam, place o little
mnw-goed, or o little ogg and bread, or semo tempting dolicacy, in the
empty eage, which will induee it the more readily to entor.  Afier you
are satisflad that the bird understands what it is roquired to do, ron it
‘into n breeding earo, and repeat the same treatment until it becomes
a proficient pupil.  When o bird i onee properly drilled in this manner
it nevar forgeta it, and after it bocomes n thorongh adept at it you will
find it of the greatest nse in assisting you to train other bMda,
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brain one bind, ploce

fairly snceacded in your endeavours t
4 :

v it nndd continne the same pr ns before, yon will find

thier T
othoer hipd soon follow smt, slthougeh it m

- show e ittle aw ril=

(1]

v nble in o few weeka to tenoh,

nt first, and in this memmer you wi
w2 birds in _tl'--m' posse=sion to come and go {rom one coge to nnothor,
elling anfe Position.—As soon as you diseover that yon are the
s i
o brain it not ouly to * run out,'” bub to got into show posithon ; thid ia

of & Belgian conery fit for compotition, you ought to pro

done in & variety of ways, and deponds grently upon the temperament
and - disposition of the bind. If it is af all nervous or timid, you will
need to exerci=e great eare and nttention and the ntmost vig
particularly at the commencomont; you must approach it with great
, chirruping to it with your mouth, or speaking
ta it tenderly in low, soft necents—Tfor birds are quite capable of appre-
i rmeuts—and by this means you will moro
quire the confidence of your pupil.  As soon as it appears to b
dly terms with you, lift the cage and moveo it about in a quist

. and as seon ag it becomes fnmilinvized with *° handling,” move the

LI,

cantion and very leisnrely

ting blandishments and enda

y ik well up amd serape your fnger nails along

eage about more freely, ra
tha bottom—not too roughly : the peoise will atbract’ its attention, and
it will instantly appesron the gui viee; if it doea mot dash about or
appear too fi
to and fro, first slowly, nnd afierwards more vapidly. As soon as it
vecomes thoroughly accustomed to this meda of treatment, you may

¥, ¥ou may move the false bottom or draw-board gently

introdnee the stick yon use for the purposs of a * ronning wand;” put
it thromgh thy wires in the rear of the bird, and push it with the
ntmost caro and gentleness beneath the perch on whicl the bird is
placed ; Tet it project two or thren inches in front of it, and then procecd
to move it sbout slowly and guietly; if it is nok startled it will com-
menee to * pull” itself together, roising ita ghonldors and lowering it=
herd, and will streteh ita legs to the ntmost of its ability. This is what
you desire it to do, bat if you continno it too long it will probably
wheel round suddenly, in which ense the wond must be withdrawn at
onee, and after the Inpse of a fow seconds introduce it ngwin the same

as before ¢ continue this practice for ton minwtes or o quarter of an hour,
pot less thun once o week, and mot more than three or four times
nt the most, or you will make it too familiar, which is nearly as
mugh to be deplored asif it were too shy, Tt is o good plan to place
the cagpe net o wall during this oporstion, more particnlarly if the
bird iz timid or unsteady in hic movements, Som
to pass tho wand in a rapid and dexterons manner nndermeath the engo,
allowing it to project enddenly in fromt or at the side of the bird, but thisis
only required when the bird beeomes too bold.  Exporienee will snggost to
the pperator other devices for the performance of this necessnry exercise.

times it is necessary
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Clazzes.—Belgian  Cannries are eapable of  being divid

distinet classes, @0, elear }'u,'-|||1-1.-.'. olear Tmff, tickod ye

bufl, evenly-marked yellow, evenly-marked bufl, uneyvenly.-mar
wnevenly-marked bufl ¢ althowgh it rarely happens that ther nrve divi
infa more than four, and sometimes fewer. The eleirs are alm
invariably the best birds, nevertheloss it does oconsionnlly happen t
a very lightly marked or ticked bird can be obtained quite os %
in standard*pointz ns the very best of clear birds; bhence, 1 think that
, the ticked
and eclears onght to compote tosethor, amd the evenly-marked and

wherde four clazses only are provided for this varicty of birds

variegnted should be areanged under ove head.  Buoffs and yollows
eannot be shown together on equitalle torme, ag the bull birds generally
have mnech advantage in s=izge, &e. Tt is likewise n woll established
{uot that the variop
the clear birds. This is somewhat diffiealt to account for, unlesa we
conld believe that the progemitors of tho lnst nnmed were originnlly all
ar yellows and bufls, and that the warked voriety are the result of
forcign ndmiztore, and that whenever the bindz appear in the mixe
plnmage they inherit more largely the propertics of this allied blood.
Be this as it may, it 15 o gingular and undoubted truth, that the more
heavily o Belgian bird is marked the more deficient he is sure to be in
all the ¢asential characteristics which comstitute o high class bird of
this variety.
The points required to constitute a high.class Belgian canary
are 48 Tollows :—A smnll flnt guake-like head, well set, with a nent,
well-formed beak, o full eye, o long elender neck, which should be
gracelully enrved downwards from the junetion of the hend to the com-
mencement of the shoulders; the shonlders showld be broad, very
prominent, and well formed, rounding towarda the boek with an elognut
enrved i the back shonld be well filled in. From the termination of
the deflection of the shoulders to the back, the back as well ns the tnil
=hould be almost perpendicular, with the slightest possible inflection
townrds an inner curve; a line from tho top of the ehoulder blades
to the crown of the head {(sn imaeginary line) should be as nearly as
po=sai horizontal, the chest shonld be prominent amd well developed,
the waist long, small, and fingly formed, with an inwnrd curve towards
the thigha; the legs shonld be long and straight, snd well set, with
well-made substantial thighs nnd good lega and foet 5 the tail should be
fong, narrow, nest, and compact, nnd onght 1o resemble in appenrance
{he shonk of n pipe; the wings should bo well formed, firmly placed,
and bung close to the Leds of the bird, the tips coming close fo the
rumyp ; colonr and fineness of feather are minor points, but still must
be considored. The chief features to be ohzorved is the form and
general contour—the casy, majestic, graceful earrisge of the bi:;d—

tel birds ave mueh inferior in poinits of merit to
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ealled  the Y atandg this Deings moest e=eentin], and an

ovistic in s broe show bird,

In Belginm this variety ol bived is enlbisl the * bivd of

and the nfore roadily awd ensily it noquires the position

sition,”
ired the oore wal
wire & deal of rou
ult of too muel handling ; the binds get too familine with it, snd,
D are oo

bile ik 4s,  Some birds are very apathefio, amd

e to get thom up to show form, This is often

quently, treat it contemptuously. Othor lirds
1 require gentle handling, or they will throw themsclyes oy

WTTVOE, t
of form through fear; but [ will treat of this part of the snbject undor

a (hfferont ho

ere is amother important consideration in judging
rian canaries, nmd one which is too [I.'l.ljll-.'l'lﬂ_‘-'1IU.-I:I}I':|~' , and that
snmple, picture

yportion, or unifermity of features thronghout. For o
to yoursell o #mall bodied bind with extrnordinarily Ia

and short etiff legs nnd short necki why it i3 simply distorbe

imges.  Agnin, imagive o pariicularly slender bodied hird with a
wead, thick straizht neck, snd o stunted tail.  All known standurds
of beanty, whether of the human form or of animals, or ether things,

Ny ppplieable to birds, No

are regulated |'1\' symmetry, and it 18 ©
doulbit it is o dificult matter, if pob an impossibility, to obtain a hird
rortheless » very close
ionally to be found, and

po-sessing oll the qualities onumerated, 2
fEer i3 oocs
uii to show oue appreciation of its

approximation to the ebject sought
when it is; we shonld do all wo o
many excellent qualities. A very little mutter will often disfigure
as b pood epecimen of o Bolginn

what wonld otherwise be regnrde
eounry, Tale for example o long fine bivd, with a sleck Aat head, loug
slender neck, well developed shonlders, and short legs—thosa known ns
“sickle legged " (hook-shaped) ; this alone would prevent tho bird from
g that position which is regarded Ly all conueissonrs ns the troc

e of bennty, and. consequently, its other grand qualities wonld be
Iy connterbalanced by this great drawhbnoek.

dard of Ezcellence,—In adopting a standard of points for judging
ik T cannot do better than follow the plan pursued by the
to give the meximom of perfection 08 repResent-
plication of this method any person

naries, I th
Americans, and the
ona hondred pointa, as by the ag
be enabled to compute the re

13

e

ive value of cach individual fenture

sepmrately -—

o Ciran BrrGiax Caxinizs.

Sraxnpansn o Juna

Head 6, Neck T, Shoulders 15
Back 10, Chest
Lags B, Tail §
Higw 7, Colon
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In judging marked birds 1 wonld allow six points for markings ;
a5 no bird 15 perfoot, o ool murgin will nlweys be left o work npon
consoquently it is not necessnry to give another table merely to disti
guish thix single diforenes, ns in ol othoy respacts o u||.|;':|!n'.|-|_\' Fiv
is equally applicalle to the variegated bivds as it is to the clear varietice

Tyipe,—The bird represonted on page 42 is from a deawing of & vello
Bolginn eanary, which took first prizoat tho Crystal Palnes Show in 1874,
in elass 12; fie is the property of Mr. James Doel, of Btonchouse, Devon
one of the most renowned ad suceessinl exhibitors of Belrian canaries,
and goldfinel and canary muales living,

We mny mention that yellow Helgian cannries nre rarely possessed of
a0 mony really pood properties na the bufl ones, and the subject of our
engraving appoars to bo no cxeepiion to the genernl role (that ia, if the
drawing is relinhle, we never suw the bivd), his hond is too full and heavy,
amil the neek toa short and stont; his waist s nob nenrly o long as we
gould b

re wished, neither is the length of body, bot he has an abindanes
rof a well formed tail,
oo of geting into posi-

of Teg, which he exhibita freely, and is the posse
gracefully earried. He likewise has tho appe:

tion with rondiness and cose, and is endowed with pood shoulders pnd

g commanding exrringe, which are all ozsentinls and exeellent recom-

dutions ; and as be beat snch n eolobrity ne My, Howman's noted yellow
Itn (3ud prize), he mnst have been n thoronghly good bird.

Preparing Birds for Exhilition.—I you nro the fortunate proprictor of
exhibition birds, and you wish to introduce them to the public in that
character, it will be necessary for you to prepare them for their ddluf,

You must commenee, abont thrie weeks or o month pridk to the first
show at which you have resolved to give them a “run,” to feed them
with a little hard.boiled egr, and stale bnt whelesomoe bread —house-
mude proferred —or a liktle biscnit—either luncheon or picnie will ameawer
quite well ; if you pse the latter it shounld be crushed to powder.
Chop the egg ﬁrll'l or rib it through o sieve or picce of perforated zine;
if you nse tin nests with bottoms made of the material jost mentioned,
rub it throogh ona of theso; and if you choose bread in preference to
hiscnits, it muit bo robbed through in the same way, or between the
hamds. Mix the ingredients in equal proportions ; let onch bivd have a
small quantity of this food once n day: prepare it fresh evory morning,
and in addition give it every alternate day hall of a small thimbleful of
maw secd—not more—but do not give groen food of any kind. You
ghpuld likewize give them occasionally o little boiled oarcot, cut iuto
emall pieces, and placed between the wires of the eages; this will pive
n fing glossy appenrance to the feathors, amd help to keep the birds in
good condition, Show birds onght to be kept serupulonsly olean.  Their
cages should be elenned ont at least once a weel.

It is an objectionabls proctico to wash Delgian canarica to send 8
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ows, and ought not to be resorted to exeopt under peouliar and proas-
or cirenmstances. Colonr intheso birds is merely s trifling considerntion ;
m boing the chiof ehermcoteristio. Sl it is not by any monns dosir-
lo to sond b canary to n show us black as o chimnuy sweop whon
can be avoided. If you reside in n Invge town, and in a loeality
irbonuded by manufictorics, washing becomes an impombive peceasity ;
for however good a bird may be in oll points, to sco it olafl in dirt and
completely begrimed, is a thing which even the most considerate of judges
i= very loth to tolernte, Good condition ndds preatly to o fine cxterior
cither in bieds or nmimals, and is ope of the things locked for nnd
gencrally appreciated, and that which roflects the greatest proise upon
these whe bestow the attentions necessary for ils production.

If, howover, vou happon to live in the subuebs of a Inrge town, or in
o small country town almost oxelusively of sn agricultural charncter,
or in & village or hamlet, or detached dwelling, you ouglit to have little
difficulty; with ordinary core and attention, in keeping your birda
snfficiontly clean to send to shows during the groater portion—if
not the entire show scasom—unless yon have the dire misfortune,
as some fanciers hove, to be the oocupant of a smoky house, in
which case if you cannot remody the evil you ghomld have the
chimney swopt frequently, say onee n month, or even oftencr if o very
bad case, from September to Februnry in cach year. You must likewise
keep the cages containing the show birds covered with o thin material,
close in texture, and, in addition to thess procountions, you will find ik
advantageons to noil some * liat "—that is the ounter edge, commonly
called the selvedge, of cloth (which can be obtained of any practical tailor
merely for the asking)—round the frame of the deor of your bird room ;
that is, up each side and slong the top in such a mommer as to
make'it project over the crevices between the door and tho frame, and
nnil a lath an inch or eo thick at the bottom of the door framoe; oa
a matter of course the lntter must bo put on the inside of the door if
it opens outwards, but if it opens into the room then it must be outside.
These appliances will be fonnd of great service in keoping out the smoke.
You might likewize, with some advantage, faston a broad loather flap
over the keyhole of the lock.

With these srrangements it will be necossary to open the window
occasionally, to let in a curront of frosh air, unlesa thome is o
chimney with an open fireplace in the room. By caroiul attention
to these directions your birds ought to require very little in the woy
of washing: but if their fect are lftered np with dirt, or their tails
ppd wing ends are tinged and soilod, it will bo necossary to pive
them a slight wash two or threo days befora they are sent off for
exhibition. This can be readily accomplished with a piece of clean
ﬂ;'su.l:u.-], & little scented or common scap, and some cloan worm wator,
I
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First make a soap lather upon tho flanncl, and apply it to the parts thi
require to bo cleansed; Jastly, rinse off with pure water, using nnotl
clonn cloth or flanmel for this purpoese ; dey the feathers ns much ns ¥
can with an old silk handkerchief, aud placo the bird in o warm rod
until he is quite dey: be suro to get tho soap thoroughly out of &
fonthers. Show birds should bo supplied with o bath once a weel, i
the weather *ia not too eeld. Gluss vossels, anch as preserve or jelly
dishoes., nre beat adaptod for their wse; and the birds toke to them
mnch more readily than they do to dishes made of earthonware or clny.

Packing for Show.—Whenever you send Belginn eanaries to o show,
bo careful to wrap them well up and make them as cosy as poesible.
T wonld ndvise yon to have green baize or scarlel flannel covers made to
pit over the show cages, and to pacl them in boxes or eases specially |
made for this parpose, each to contain four, six, or eight birds;
but I think one to hold six is quite large enough to move abont l
with frecdom and ease,  The cases can be made with light wood, skelston
{rames, and covered with canvas or thin oil-cloth, or some similke
materinl ; the advantage of using tho latter ie their lightness, s they
cost less in teansit, The carringe of birds to and from exhibitions is
oftan n considerable item, and amounts to & good round sum at the
end of the wear if you send o dozen or twenty birds to avery show
of importanee during the entire sensom.

Trealment by Seeretaries.—7Toun will find it of advantage to write
to the secretariea of shows to nscortain whether the hall or room
in which the ghow is intended to be held is wormed by the i of fires or
gtoves, and whether vour binds enn be receivod a day or two before that
on which the birds are to ba judged; bub probably it would not be
advisable to do this if the cotocedents of the secrotary and committes
are unknown to yon; but where you can rely upon any  individual
immediataly connected with an exhibition, it will be found eommendalbile
tondopt this plan, for if Belgian canaries aro exposed during eold weather
and become chilled on their journey to n show, they aro cortain to
lesn their best form, nnd the result iz very frequently unsatisfaotory
both to the judges and exhibitors. All birds newly come off a journoy
should have warm watcr, and not cold, given thom to drink, and you
ghonld request secrotarics to bio careful always to give your birds
a supply of this sbout the same temperature as you would drivk ton, ns
sgon as they receive them: never forget to send nlong with the birds
n eupply of fresh exg and bread, with a sprinkling of maw seed among
it, to bo given them as soon ns they reach their destination. The same
trestment must bo observed ns soon as they resch home on their return
journey. Several instances have come within my own peraonal knowledge
where Belgian canaries have been sent long distances in eold, lllluuk,
wintry weather, iwith the thermomoter several degrees below froczing
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point, carclessly packed, and badly protected wgninst the bitter, bitis s
winds and falling enow. When tho binds arrived they wero “all i
a heap,” shivecing, and stupifiod from the ‘offect of the cold. and, as
might bo expected, sat dull and wopish, and would not * pull ™ them.
=elves togother, No wondor, then, that thess bivds, arviving only an
howr or two before the judges wora called upon to decide upon their
morits, wore passed by umnoticed.  Next day, after they had pgot
thoroughly warmed wp, they might heve been seon * pulling © over
overything in the class, to the great chagrin of both judzes and exhibi-
tora. But who was to blame? How often sro judges of these binds
=ubjected to derision, by tho unthinking portion of the * faney," who
horl at the beads of those poor uncffonding moen the mest uncompli.
meutary and opprobrious epithets, whon in reality no jost censuve is
attribntable to them.
Advice to Judges.—A hint here to judges and others counceted with
wa may be found useful. As soom as you oubor o show where you
¢ been chosen to aet in o judicisl eapneity, I wounld rocommend you
jhe first place to take o look through the classes for Bolgian canaries.
ou find n Lird drooping, eall the attention of the socretnry or
othii responsible erson to the fact, and request that euch bird, or
';"‘- - birda, moy nt + b conveyed to the immedinde locality of o fire or
=tove, and thers grodunlly warmed. In o ense of this kind, always leave
the jodging of these classes to the last; take care, however, to have
the bird, or birds, returned to their pluoe fully half an hour before you
prencunce your final verdict on their merits, otherwiag, if the bird, or
birds, had nol time to cool deown, it, or they, might irl.,'lm.'ij.lly got sone
slight advantage over their antagonists who hod not received s similar
privilege. Committecs, too, should invariably ploce the Belgian classes
in the woarmest part of the room. I have always fonnd these precan.
tions, whether acting in the capacity of & judge or & committce-man, ta
give satisinction. In judging Belgian canaries, the grestest cantion
and discrimination are mneccssary, as all thoroughly practical men,
with ordinary obzervation must know that some birds, and especially
thoss which have never boon accustomed to “handling,' are nervoeus
and frightoncd, and consequently require to be approacbhed with great
care  and circumspection, or they will plonge nnd dash about the
cage in & panic-stricken manner, like a newly-canght linnet; and it
revjuires eome time to get thom to eettle stendily alter thiz fun-
tastic performance.

Other birds, on the contrary, who hove been * over-trained," take nn
immense deal of energy to raise them to n senge of their dutics, In
cases of this kind I have invariably found it best to lift the cage
containing the bold bird, and, placing it in front of me, have stealthily

a[JEruufhml the timorous and fidgety one, takiog care to do 30 in the mos.
2
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gontle manner possible, and by whistling er chirvuping, or speaking aoftly
and kindly, I have genernlly succceded in gelbing it to stewdy itsell,
whilst by a little wanouvring T have monaged to get it inte position.
But birds of this stamp are very unsatisfuctory to everybody concerned.
I fawciers will only adopt the mothod of tmining previously pointed
ont. their birds will beeome beld and fearless, but it wust not be over-
ione, or the rymedy will bo as nuch to be dreaded as the defect. 3
fhules of o Belgion Seeicly.—It will be interestivg te English faneiors
if Tgivethem o tran=lation of nn old copy of rules, which I have in my

possession, of 1 BOCHLY established nt Brussels.  Mome especially at this
time when n Natiounl Society is considered by most fanciers & vory
deairable institution.

The following is o literal teanslation of the rules referrod to

KINGDOM OF BELGIU AL

Contral Society 'af Fmulation formed at Drossels for the Societics ond Amato
Fusciers of Belgion Cansries,

COMMITIEE,

" - E W " ¥ w L] L

RuLxs,
Chapter TL=The Secicly—Ita aiw,

Article 1, Formal at Brossels, dating from drd Uu'l:c-huf..[iﬂ a contral cympany -—=

of emilation for the swcletios nnd the pateur fanciers of cauaries of the kingdom

of Brlzinw, to o called, The Central Society of Emulation. The society’s year

to commence on the bst Januwary and end 315t December of cach yoar, '
At 2. The institution of the sociely hns for its nim—i{a) To bind and con.

solidate the bonds of brotherbood by which oll amateurs are united; (b} to

reculate the nssembling, and to determine tho formation of juriea; (¢) 1o form

mensured of emnlation in arder to stimubate wore pwl more the seal and devotel.

pess of all the amateur cannry fanciera of the kingdom,

Chapter [T —Admisson—Society's Fuwils,

Art, b The election of candidatos us members of the socioty shall take place
o written apphication 1o the committes, who shall decide on tlie ndmissibility of
the applicants.

Art 4. The subscription shall be 75 contimes (7hd.), wlhich shall bo paid in
advance quarterly, either i mouey ta the trossarer, who will give o receipt, or
I 0.0, in the name aod (o the address of the prosident, in which latber cnse E
the P.000, ghall be beld ps proof of payment,

Art. 5. Any member who, ot the,axpiration of three mouths [rooi Lhe tinie
fized for the payment of the subseription, moy pol love 1alid, will be considerald
ue lotiger o member of the society.

Art, 9. The society's funds ahall be n].[nl_l_cu,'l_ to the payment of preminme,
capenses of weeting, amd the charges of eorrespondence, office reut, &a.

Chipter L —Colowrs anid Tasignia,

Art. 7. The eolours and insignia _a,q'l,ml-.tcd na distinetive marks of tho ceutral
society anl by ity members sholl e yellow and bin, with ombroidered roses, nmd
a milver medal, baving upon its foce the emblem of the society in vermillicn,
encireled by the inseription, " Central Sociely of Fmulastion of tle Amatceurs of
Cunnries of the Kinsdom of Delgium,' nnd oo the reverse, two Fringllla canaries,
perchod oo nn olive branch, and encircled by the device—FPereo—Union—Progress,

ATt 5. Tho wearing of insiguis to bo determined o8 follows :—{a) All members
of the Central Society may wear al the bnttonhols the medal, suspended by o
rikbon of the colours above Boticed ; (b} mombers of the commitics nod of the
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11 &0 w the maednd fn saltier, withh dibbon of the same e
ut and viee-presdent slall wesr i wddition 11
Ly, seirfwise or cresswise.

jury zh

Chaptes TF.—Miclings=—JAsaeanlliga=—Jitiriea,

of canavies smome all the membors of the society shall
nary in r. 'To participate in tho show it 1s reqoisite
i n mmemler of 1his so ¥ for the whole of the previens year

ity where the shows sliall bo hebd shsll be. decided
s of the Contral Soclety imdiserimisotely may
oy the vight to oldain o plaeg it must have o

enter the List, bat for n town to
soiely of ton besinzr mzeanlers of (s society,

Art, 11, Dwle ilips will ut ribes sholl meet at least
ORee & year, of m genoral meeting to in ordor to setile the coms
pe=ition of juries, the bisis of shows nud the prizes. Societies fuiling to conply
L ide by Bhe decisiow of tle g A i

Ai No =ockoty glinll gend han tvwo membersas debmzates tothe poneral
A special repulation  determining the basis il condilions of each
¥ shall be settled at fhe g il meoting.

Art, 15 The jw hiall contoin, us far as -|-c.h:‘|1-]|_-, sulfivicnt elemeuts to ropre-
sent all the prov socicties,  For this purpose the jury shall Le cotnpond
wetive or opdinary membs Mombors forming this jury fo bo pamed at the

! assombly of the delegnbes Leld yearly, by show of handd IFOTE Dy
te in the show, but when appenled {o for the price of a bind  belonging
g to whicl thiy are eontributors, thoy sholl mstuntly b roploced by
nary members,

a

Chapler Vo=The cominitice —Ils poacers,

Art. Tk The committes i0 o chosen and eleetod from tho membérs of the
Socicty, Lo comsiat of o ;:h:-,u'la;:ut_, vice-presadent, Lréssaror, secrotary, anid
! ant seeretary.

Art. Ik, The preskdent to boe Lend of the society, his epeeinl fonctions and thoso
of the other members of the commitios to be determingsd loy the bye-lows
18, The committes 1 moet, ot lepsk, once & month, at the bead olfee, 10
into consideration letters and writing, nnd so to act as they shall jdge for
the comenon interest of the mombers of the sonkety,

Art. 17, The commsittoe sball be re-alected overy threp yoars, the membors
reliding being elirible for reclection.

Art. 1%, Any additicua] rule or thiug not provided for by these mmles shall he
presented i writing to the cemmittes by five members at least, ond taken into
considerntion at o gemeral mecting,

Art. 30, A copy of tie present pales to ba seat 1o oll the socicties and to all the
amateirs of T!:-!Ig.-'?:lu. eanaricy, for their information aud approval ned couvenicoes,
U.“:-el.nr and setiled at Brussels, at a general meeting of the fanciers, the 17th

el 1854,

SE— S
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THE GLASGOW Don, OR SCOTCH FANCY.

I pox not know how it happens, but the tastos and ideas of Scotchmen and
Englishmen are so thoronghly at varianeo with onch other respecting
canaries—whicl may almost be said to be notionn] favouritos—that an
person not knowing the close proximity which exists bebween the twe coun
Lries might very rendily auppose that the two rnces were complete alions to
each other. On the one hand, Seetehmen eore nothing for goy, glittoring
calours ; nothing for braotiful even markings, nor delicately tinted poneil.
lings; neither do they attnch much value to erests, howaver pood or
exauisito they may be.  What they admire most of all abont ennnries is
Luge size, plenty of bone, sinew, and moscle, combined witl o certain
vecnliarity of form which, to nse thefr own vernnenlar, they ara pleased
to term *° hoopit,’” menming to signify ciccular o shape; and to theso
Lirds ther appear to be completely wedded, and thoy aphobd Yhem with a
teal amil pertinacity thet i almost envialle. Buf this is only charvao.
toristic of the people, for Seotehmon arve proverbial for ndhering, not only
to each other, but fo everything that apportains to Scotland, and which
they pre sure to laud, extol, and defend to the very uttermost of their
power and shilitios ; indeed, 50 niuch so, that it has beeomo quito an oedi-
nary ob=ervation in England to soy to eny one similar in disposition, * You
are a3 clannish a8 a Scotchman ;"' and this singnlarity of elnracter iz juat
as ptrongly exhibited among the bird fancying portion of the community
as it 1= among any other class of itz subjects.
sgotohmen think very lightly of nny other variety of canary exeopt the
ona which iz nationalised to Seotland, nnloss it be the Belginn canaries,
There ure certainly o fow among their number who are able to approciate
these binds, bt as for the ** Norwich faney,” “ London funey,” @ York.
shire funey,” and the like, they set no valoe upon them whotever s and T
do verily beliove that many of them wonld not necept the best specimens
of theeo birds thet could be found, a5 o preseat, if they wore given upon
the condition that they were not to part with them, s great is their
.
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aversion to theso varietios of ennnrics, On the other hand, very fow of
our English fanciers look with fuvour upon the “Beotel fancy " birds ;
by vegard them as mere * mongrels,'* and strle them half ond throe-parta
red Belgian conaries 3 and sny, ““What is the nse of breeding these
rild £ far betier go in for the gennine article ot onee'” Bub tho reazom
5 that they do not nnderatand the oriterfon of merit in these birds, and
consequently they see them from o very diferent point of view to what
Seotehmen do. A

I am not quite sure my=elf but that onr fac-secing [rionds ave after all
much nearer the mark thaw wo in England aro prone to acknowledge.
Thay have evidently discovered by experience that the Belgian birds are
naturally 50 extremely delicats that they are not constitutionally
adapted to the severity of our climato; hence they have resolved
to ¢ross them with other birds, similar in form, but mere hsdy
and thoronghly inured to this conntry, and have by this method pro-
dueod a new wvariety, which iz nob very muoch inferior in point of
symmeiry, siyle, and majestic beauty to some of the Belgiun birds,
whilat they possess the advantage of beinp o thoroughly neclimatized
as to be nble to endure all the vicissitudes ond havdshipa that ecan
* be borna by the strongest and hardiest of onr other varioties. T do not
contend  that n “Don " or “Scoteh faney ' eannry is ogual to o
Belgian bird in external beanty—far from it—but I hold thet they
are by far the best snbatitutes that bave been found ; and when onea
you clearly noderstand the featurcs that sre striven to be obtained in
these birds, you gradually begin to apprecinte them. If the prejudice
which Englebmen entertain towards theso birdas could be overcome, I
think they would rank high in general cstimation inn short time; but
Englishmen appenr to have o difficulty in forgiving the Scoteh fanciers
for their utterly ignoring so many of onr favourite varietios, and for
treating them ao ignominously nt all their shows, never deigning to offer
 singlo prize to any of the numerous olaszes which ave to be found ot
any of the All Englund shows. It cerfainly is o civomnstance to be re-
grotted, and wo hope that the fanciers at ™ Auld Reekia "' (il ot no other
+awn) will 5o far relax their stringency as to offor at lonst an * Any other
Variety of Canary " ¢lazs nd their ghows in fotare.

Chrigin.—1I hoave tried hard to find out how the ** Scotch fanoy " birds woro
originated, but the nearest approach that T have been able to make in
this direotion is to frace thom back for a poried of forty years to s broed
of hirde which, although muely smaller in sigo and lass elegant in form
than the * Dong ™" of the prosent day, were novertheless posscssors of tho
circular form and the * souple ™ (supple) tail, which are still tho predo-
minating features in this particalar varicty of ennaries; but o groat deal
of improvement has been made in their appearance within the past ten
Fears, and the “ style ™ of the Lird, ps it i@i{b‘mmnn]r called, has been
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materinlly improved. At one timo if o bird showed the lonst prominones
of ehoulder it wos regarded as onfit for compotition, and a good bird
wasg supposed not to exhibit his thighs when atanding in proper positio
Now the taste of that pericd has complotely changed, and good prominengd
well-filled shoulders are considerad an indispensable requisito, and if ¥
bird showe o little thigh it ia not considered any detriment, so long sz ji%
general contour is correct.
The n]tl-fiﬁ'hiune-l “Tons ** appear to have emanated from Glasgow.
One of the oldest and most respected fanciors in Scotland informs me
that he has kmown the Greed for the past forty years, and describos
them as * gmall bBirds " with " plenty of nction,”” and * eranked necks"
and * erocked tails:'" bmt where the birds really originated, or
how they became the possessors of these peocnliaritica my informant
deponeth not. But this ig, it seoms, how they came to bo named the
* Gilasgow Dons; " but they are now better known ns the * Seotch faney
canaries. The old-fashioncd “Don " of the period just alluded to is
rarely to be met with, ag much improvement has been made in the broed—48
first, by erossing them with the Dutch eanary, o large strong bird, resom-
bling the old-fashioned Belgian canary in ahape, but with a heavily-frilled
breast and back, and deficiont in shonlders ; buot lntterly they have beon
gtill further improved by being crossed with Belgian cannries of o more
modern type, but round in form, and having tails inelined to curve inwnrd, T
Breaiting.—Ta breed Seotch fancy birds up fo the mark, good stock
birds must be procured of the right shapo and stxle to begin witl, Thess
can be further improved by heing ¢rossed with Delgian canaries of the
ghape already mentioned; but they must be smooth birde, as rough-
feathered birds are regarded with disfavour by fanclers, From the fiest
eross solect those birds only that are of the true * Don " shape ; discard
the remainder.  Thesa birds ought to be erossed in with * Done ** apain,
and oceasionally bred a little *'zib" to keep the corcect contonr intact.
Young * Dong ™ must be trained to travel, and you should commenco their
edncation at an early age, say when they are seven weeks old, Great cara
and eantion ave needed at first, 85 these birds are naturally of o wild and
timid disposition, and if you onea * ghiff "' them they are o long time before
thoy forget it. Use the samo precivtions as I have recommended for
training Belgisn canaries, with this exeeption, that, instead of geiting them
to stand steady, yon must excite them to action. At first you may wse o
thin Iath or stick, butafterwards your fingers, or even the motion of your
hands will be quite sufficient to induce them to display their agility.
Clagses,—At all the principal shows in Scotlend the “ Scoteh fanay "
birds are divided into eight classes at least—i.e., ellow eocks, boff eotks,
yellow hens, buff hens, flecked or pichald yellow eocks, fecked ar pichnld
bulf cocks, flecked or pichald yellow hens, flecked or pichald buff hens ;
and, in addition to these, thers are ocrasionally classes made for pairs gt
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most of the leading shows, such as Glisgow, It will bo observed that
separate classes are provided for the females, ns it is contended that they
do not possoss o fuir chanee whon competing agninst maseuling opponents ;
but our brethrenm neross the border ean easily afford to do this, seeing
that they rarely give classes for any other deseription of canaries, unless
it ba for ** Belginn fancy” and the common variely, Tho meaning of the
torms * flecked ™ and “piobald " is that the birds nre marked or variegnted
incolour, Insomeof the midland counties of England the word * skowed "
ia nsad to signify the snme thing.

The enthusissm displayed by the Scoteh people for these bicds i3 most
wonderful, and the number of entries at some of their best shows is
marvellons. Wo have known as many as fifty-cight bull hens competing
in ono clnss. One other fact iz probably worthy of nole, aud that is,
that Scotchmen like, ns the Irishmen pat i, * o power o judges; ™ for,
t the ghow held in Glaggow, on the 21st of November, 16068, there were
yo fewer than twelve judges appointed to officiate, the total number of
birds exhibited on that oceaszion being 428,

Points, —There iz o diference of opinion, even among Scotehmen, ns to
the * style " of their favourite birds, and this is accountod for by dividing
the fanciors into what they thomselves have boen pleased to desigmote
the “old seliool’” and the * npew school.” The former belong to that
class of people who lave & great aversion to ‘changes, hence they etill
apprecinte the little old-fashioned * Don,” whilst the latter are the
go-n-heads that are always atriving to get something better than their
neighbours. I belong to the latter class, and for this reaszon I purpose
giving the best description I can of the Scoteh fancy caunry of the present
day, and which is considered to be the boaw ideal of o ** Glasgow Don
by those who are looked npon as the best nuthorities on this subjoet.

Length of bird from 6Gin, to Tin.; s fow, but nobt many, moy
pozaibly exceed theso dimensions; head small and fat en the Jfrow,
but full of character, with neatly rounded cheeks; neck long and
fino ; shoulders rathor prominent ; Lnek narrow and long, and well filled
up, tapering from the shounlders to fhe tail; chest full and well formed ;
waist long and fine; legs long in the shank, with moderately long thighs ;
' tail long, thin, and compact, well * gircled,” and very free (% souple.’’)
The form of the bird from the crown of the head to the tip of tho tail
onght to resomble ns near s poseible the segment of a circle. The
tuil. which is considored to constitute one of ita chief points of admirs-
tion, must he enpple as supple can be, nnd should not exhibit the
elightest sympiom of stiffoess ; it should be carried well under the poroh
without fouching it. The legs onght to be set far back, and kept well
under the bird. The earriage must be bold, free, and majestie, withont
restraint, and with a certain nir of intrepidity about it.

& The markings most adwired by Scotchmen are, singulnr to say, thosg
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which wre almost universally despised by all English fanciors, viz. s An
entively dark hend aml collnr, & breast wark (which, to be deomed really
good, must rezemble in form a horse's shoe), henvy wing markings, and n
[eather or two on each side of the bied s tail : but markings go for very
litkle, and only connt when two birds nre equal in other points.  Tno cose
of this kind the markings would Lo had recourse to to kick the beam ; but
a dark, badly-morked bird wonld be placed befors a perfectly-merked dne,
if the latter ®as inferior in * styla ' to the formor.

Next to form of body, which isone of the groat essontinl charactoristics
in o good ** Don,'" como atylo and earringe, and o woll-formed, free tail ; for
if & bird possesacs the former and lneks tho Intlor qualities, ho is looke
upon pretéy much in the spme light as o woman would boif she were a good
fignre and hed thoroughly elassien]l foatures, but was wanting in vivacity
—without warmth, soul, inspiration—a mere eold, phlagmatio beauty. A
bird to bo complotely attractive wust be full of lifo and neotion, whicl
gives a chorm and brillinney to its extornal appearance that is lost wit
ont it—this i4 style when combined with correct [oatnres.

Travelling—These birds are eommenly tenined to pass rather briskly
from porch to peech by o motion of the hand.  This is donoted “ travelling, "
and nnless a bird iz 8 rapid and graceful mover its chances as o prize-taker
are sure to be greatly fmpaired. Whenever o bird teavels from one poreh
to ancther the motion of its tail i3 eritically obzerved, and unless it is
perfeetly free nnd zlib it is veckoned a fault,

Style.—The style of a bird ia & weighty considerntion with Scotchmen.
Spme fanciers profor birds with sohsionce about thom, although the
mujority prefer thew fine and slender; but if o bird only pogscases in an
eminent degree the circulnr form, mood shoulders, fine waist, pood enrringe,
activity, and 2 long free tail, with plenty of length, and compact in
feather, the sticklers for stoutness or thinness soon dwindlo into thin air.

Standard of Eveellenee.—The following standord hos heen enrefully
arranged, and will be found to give the relative value of the difforent
points of merit attributable to epch particular featurve, 100 points being
regarded as o maximom of porfection -

Brawpann For Jrooiva Grascow Doxs,

Toints,
Hewd e i
Nk [
Shonld 5
Back | "
Cheat 4
Woist i
Wings 1
Laiza 5
Tl 19
o e L ST [
Form or Contauir | 18
Biyle nud Traveling 15
Cheality of Feathers ... 4
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Type~"The binl from which our representation was takon is o vellow
hon, belonging to Mr. Henry M*Dougnal, of 11, Murdech-termes, Fdin.
bmrgh, one of the most successiul brevdors nod exhibitors in Seotland,
aud an acknowledged good judgo of this vnrioty of cansry, She was
bresd from two of his noted prize-winners. Shoe was only about olght

weeks old when the sketeh was made, but woas full of promisa, nnd it was
side of n pood muny fanciors.
wisk ordor, and hor ownor seks great

oxpeeted that she would prove s thorn in

Her contone and style are of the hig
value npon her,

e e———a



- CHAPTER X,

THE MANCHESTER COPPY.

Tmis partionlar “breed of bivds ix large, noble, and commanding in
appearance, but for some canse or other, which it is difficnlt to explsin,
it mever appears to become popular.  Tho renson, doubtless, is, that
at very fow of onr best shows are there specinl clusses provided for them
—not even at tho Crystal Palaee show at Bydenham, and this is supposed
to be the principal show in England, and, so far as the number of \
entries iz o criterion, it certainly i8; consequontly, their votaries are
cbliged to bo content with the “any other veriety of eamary ' cluss in
which to exhibit them. This i3, I fancy, a gront drawback ; but, I
imnring that thers is another equally, if not more, fafal to their clonee
of becoming universal favourites among fanciers, and that is the ndbesion
to the clear crests by all the ohief breedors of this variety of ennaries,
Why not breed them with dark crests? 1 am sure that the contrast in
eolour world bo both pleasing and interesting, and would ggeatly enbance
their charms, and give a zest and impetus to the beeeding of ihese birds
that are much meeded, The dark crests could be essily oblmnod by
crossing the coppy with large variegated birds, similar in form and full
of " Belginn " breeding, and T cannot divest myself of the idea that the
experiment is well deseeving of o trinl. T am fully alive to the fact that a
cross of this kind wounld be sure to causo a deterioration in tho crests at
first, but this, as a natural soqnence, would ba rocovered in time by judi-
cions poiring and having recourse ol times to o little in-and-in Lroeding,

Origin.—This parficolar breml of birds scems to lay claim to the town
of Manchester ag the homo of its ancestors, and appenra o hove
derived its origin, in the first instance, from o cross betwoen the large
Thtch, or the old-fashioned Delgian conary, and the common crested
variety, likewise known by the synenym of © coppies,” o provineinlism
for crests; and by further careful and prodent re-cressing with the
first-named varicties the birda have been greatly incroased in mize nnd
improved in contour, and these to snch an oxtent that some of their
admirers hove been pleased to confer upon theom the dubious title of

* erested Bolgion canaries.” 3
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THE MANCHESTER COPPY.

Tz particular brood of binls is Lrege, noble, and commanding in
appesrance, but for some cause o othier, which it i3 difienlt to oxplain,
it never appeirs to becomo populnr. Tha renson, doubtless, iz, that
at very fow of our best shows are thore specinl cloeses provided for them
—not even at the Crystel Palace show it Sydenham, and this is supposed
to bo the principal show in Englind, aod, 2o fer as the zumbor of
entries i a eriterion, it corlainly is; consequently, their votaries are
obliged to Le vontent with the * any other variety el canary " cluss in
which to oxhibit them. This is, I fanoy, a great drawback ; but, I
imagine that theve iz ancther equally, il not mwore, fatal to their ehanee
of becoming nniversal favourites nmong Tanciers, and that is the adbesion
to the clear creats by all the chief brecders of this veriely of conarics.
Why not breed thom with dark crestsF T am gure that the conbmst in
colonr wonld be Lioth pleasing and interesting, and would ggeatly enbance
their charms, and give a zest and impetus to the breeding of these birda
that are much needed. The dark ercsts could be easily obisined by
crossing the coppy with large voriegated birds, similar in form and full
of * Beolginn ' breeding, and I connol divest mysell of the idea that the
experiment it well degerving of a trinl. T am folly alive to the fact thet o
cross of this kind would be sore to cansa a deterioration in the crests ot
first, but this, a3 a natorel sequence, would be recovered in time by judi-
cious pairing and having recourse ot tines to o little in-and-in breeding. '

Origin.—~This particular breed of birds scems to lay elaim to the town
of Manchester os the home of its nocestors, snd appears to have
derived its origin, in tho first instonee, from o cross betweon the large
Tteh, or tho old-fashioned Delgian eanary, and the common crested
variety, likewize koown by the synonym of * coppies,” o provincislism
for ereate; and by forthor coreful and prudont ro-crossing with the
first-mamed varicties the birde have been greatly ineresased in size and
improved in contour, and those to snch an cxtent that some of their
admirers have been plensed to confor onpon them the dubions title of

“ crexted Belgian connries.” .
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Type.—Tho bird from which our ropresentation was taken is
hen, belonging to Mr. Henry M‘Dougnl, of 11, Murdooh-torrmon,
burgh, ono of the mest swecessful breeders and exhibitors in Seotlnnd,
and an seknowledged good jud
brod from fwoe of his noted

L1

of this variety of canory.  Sho was
EC=VE T She was only about eight
weaks old whon the zkeleh wos made, but svas foll of promisa, and it was
expreted that she would proves thorn in the side of & good many fansiers,
Her contour and style uro of the hirhest order, and hor owner sets oront
value upon her.
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Breeding—Tn order to breed binds of this vardety in auything app ronrhin g
tgq perfoction, it will bo absolulely nocessury ko follow ns closely a3 may bo
the instraetions given for breading crestod Norwich connries, ao as
to enable snyono to produce erests in the highest perfection: and,
in wddition therets, it will be indispensable to make wso of a Balgion
fangy eannty ab times, in onder to improve the size and contour of the
binds. Seloct for this purpose one of the old-fashioned type, & large,
strong, siraight bird, with veey little prominencs of shonldef, and a long,
elendeor {ail, with good legs anil ereot earringe.

Painis—The * Manchester eoppy ™ ennaries avo abont seven inches in
length, more or less, awd snbstantinl in appearance, The principal pointa
admired in thoso birds nre size, conbonr, nnd evest. The head should bo
srmall, and dat on the crown; the benk shork, neatly formod, nnd clear in
erlour ; the neek, lomg, straight, and euthor maseive ; the body should be
of reat length, straight, and fab on the npper side, nnd forming as nearly
24 moy be an nobroken line from the base of tho skull to the romp,
bt heving o gracefnl curve from the thront to the vent on the under
& of the body; the brosst should bo rommd, full, and prominent ;
d wings long, closaly braced, and wonting st tho oxtreme eods,
Biouzh thoy are frequently a little more elevdted above tho rump than

5o of most other breods of cannries, and often croseed ab the tips:
o tail should Lo long, closs, and compact, and slightly drooping from
ho onds of the wings; the erost, which is a very distinetive feature in

ariety, should be round, full, fiat, and very closely packed, without
: opearance of & break or split in any part of it; it should come
eres and beak of tha bird, and ron off quite smooth at the
, amd onght to he perfoctly clear in colour ; it ehould
ormed, and clearly-defined ecentre ; the legs should be
the position of the bird ensy and somi-orect ; tho
oo in terxture, the nnderflue feathers being clear in
pearance. The eolour of these birda iz somewhat
uffs. whish border on a dirty yellowish white,
B0 points to be taken as the maximum of

wi MaxcnpsteER CoPris. g oq0
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graving is the proporty of Mr.
5 considorod & very fing speoimen



CHAPTER XTI

THE YORKSHIRE FANCY.

Tre bird fanciers in London, Norwich, Seollend, and other towns
conntries, ench have a speeinl and distinet variety of canuries of their ows
and Yorkehiremen, actunted, no doubt, with the landable desire to nim
originelity, and to emualate the examplo set by their confrires, h
sttempted fo establish a variety of canaries peculiar fo the countyfd
* Brond-ngres.””  With this object in view they have striven to produch
breed of birds differing in some reapects from all known varicties, o
to some extent, their endeavours have been crowned with snecoss; b
at the present moment this breed of birds may be regarded as beigs
its infancy, but no doubt in the course of n fow more yoars wa s
mazked progress and improvement in them. It always take
abile time to develope—in pnything nppectaining to perfy
variely of any description, whether it bohirds, animals
or what net, for in peint of fact there is invariald
opinion, even among thoso who nro comsidered Lest
merits or demerits, as to what onght to conatituiy
anil whot » disparngement ; and until these di
rest onward progress is suro to be retarded

Breeding—The Yorkehive fnoey birds g
the Belginn fancy and some other yark
for ingfance, ne the * Munchests !
the common breed of cann
bright colours, have ventnred®
blood ns well; bt the mmjd
connted their most ardent adn
shape of the Norwich variety, »
the properties of the nst-nomed

To breed Yorkshire faney enna
it will Le neeersnry Lo procurs o fe
be more scenrate in my deseriptio§
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THE MANCHESTER COPPY.

Tz partienlar broed of bivdas is large, noble, and commanding in
appesrance, but for some cause or other, which it is dificult o explain,
it mever appears to become populir. The rousomn, doubiless, iz, that
at vory fow of our best shows are there specinl classes provided for thom
—not even at tha Crystal Palace show it Sydenham, and this is supposod
to be the principnl ghow in England, and, so far as the momber of
enfries is a eriterion, it certainly is: consequently, their vetaries nra
obliged to be content with the *any other variety of canary ** elass in
which to exhibit them. ‘This is, T faney, u great deawback ; but, I
imaging that there is ancther equally, if not more, fatal to their chanco
of becoming universal favonrites omong fanciers, and that is the adhesion
to the clear creats by all the chief brooders of this variety of canaries,
Why not breed them with dark ceests P T o sure that the contrist in
colour would be Lioth pleasing nnd intoresting, and wonld geeatly onhaneo
their charms, and give n zest and impetus to the breeding of these binds
that are much needed. Tho dark egrests conld be easily oblained by
crossing the coppy with large variegated birds, similar in form and full
of ** Belgion ' breeding, and I ennnot divest myzoll of the idea that the
experiment is well deserving of o trial. 1 am fully alive to the foct thot o
crozs of this kind wonld be sore fo canse s detorioration in the erestz at
firat, but this, ns n naturml sequonce, wonld bo recovered in timo by judi-
vious pairing and having reconrae at times to o little in-and-in broeding. '

Origin.—This particular breed of birds soems to lay claim to the town
of Manchester ns the home of its snocstors, and appears to have
derived its origin, in the first instance, from o cross betwoeen the largo
Duteh, or the old-fashioned Telgian eanary, snd the common crosted
variety, lkewize koown by the synonym of * coppies,” a provingialism
for crests; and by further careinl and peudont co-crossing with tho
first-named varieties the birds have been greatly incrensed in sizo nnd
improved in contour, and these to such on cxtent that some of their
admirers have been plensed to confer npon them the dubioua title of

* ¢rested Belpian canarices.'’ :
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Type.—The bind from which our reprosentation wos talkon is a yellow
hen, belonging to Mr. Henvy M Dougs

s of 11, Muardoch-terrace, Edin-
bargh, one of the most suceessful breedors and exhibitora in Scotland,
ad an acknewlodged good judgo of this variety of cannry.  Sho was
bred from two of his noted prize.winnors. She was only about eight
wieks old when tho sketoh was mode, but svas full of promisg, and it wes
expetod that she would prove athorn in the side of o pood many Tanciors.
Her condour and style are of the highest ordos, and hor owner sobs great
value npon her.
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" eanarios ; seloet those that are vory deficiont in shonider
s g steaight in shape ns they can be obtained—in fact, to speak plainly,
birds known in the “fancy ™ ws * bad Delgian canacies, " —those least
esteemed and of littlo value except for breoding purposes of this sort, In
aiddition to thess you shonld got o fow plain-hended ¥ Manchostor coppies '
and & forw halfbred Dutel or Fronch canaries, T prefor the Iattor for my
own faney; always loep in view groat longth of body and £l the recog.
nised ehape and Anoness of feather ng well, Cross the differont broods of
birds alroady ennmoratad in such n way ne you considor best calenlated
Lo obtain the gualities most desived, nlways cachewing all birds to brecid
from that show the least inclination to curves, whether in the back or
tail.  After yonsnczeed iu producing n race of birds o your mind, adopt
the method of *sib ™ breeding (in-and-in), and this way bo indalged in
pretty freely ot frst, as it is the safest plan to choose, and the ooly one
. that ean bo relied upon with” certainty for reproducing, esteblishing, and
}-i-l'Pi!tlJ'-lt'i-l'lR certain features with aceuraey, but, az I have before pointed
Jout, in freating of other varioties, enro must be taken not to overdo it
or your bicds will degenerate in size and staming, and become puny nnd
delicate. Expericnge, however, will prove the best and most trostworthy
tutor in thia respect.  The observations I have mada relate to the elenr
varieties only., If you desive to breed evenly-marked bivds or nuevenly-
marked birds, you must observe steietly the same rules for erossing nx
those lnid down for breeding the mavked varietios of Norwich faney
Canaries.

Clngses—Thgre aro six classes of Yorkshive faney canaries, and these
arn gonerally divided ms follows : Clear yollow, eleir baff, ovenl¥-marked
yollow, ovonly-marcked bunf, ticked or unevenly-marked yollow, ticked or
unevenly.-muarked buff.

Poinls,—The principal attractions aliont theso birds aro their size and
ghape, more ezpecially the latber. Amnother desideratum, and ono which
ought nol to be overlooked, is groat longth in body. The longer you can
get o bind, providing nlways it is correct in shape, the move valuabls it
iz on this nceount. .

The form mostly admired s that nsually tormed *straight,'’ .o,
ronning level all over, from the ¢rown of the head to the tip of the tail,
The head shonld be smell and slook, and somewhat flattish on the crown ;
tho neck lodg and stenight, snd not too thick ; the shonlders ought to be
broad and square, hot not prominent ; the baelk well fled up, but st
and lovel. The winga are reqoired to he fong and well brased together,
meeting ot the tipa; but they mnst not overlnp each othor—this g -
fanlt in o bind of any beeed; the waist should be long and rather slouder;
the body inclined to be tlén, and fattish at the gides ; the tail must be
n good length, ¢lose snd compact in form; the lers substantinl, and
inMining to be straight, with good prominent thighs ; thero should be no
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appearanes of o, frill on fho breask; and o good bind onght likewiso to b
very close in fenther ; colours, pale brimstons yellow and ercam of tariar
bufl. The attitude should be u litile dignified and commanding, bot withel
o=y and graceful. By far the handsomest bivds, howover, of this
particular Lreed are the ovenly four-marked variety, o good spocimen of
which is well rendered in our Musieation, the chief fault being that it is
too deoply shaded on the upper park of the wings, the buse of the tail, -
&e., which, in reality, should be perfoctly clear in a living specimen, the
fonthors surronnding the oyes, and some of the fight fonthers in cach
wing alone being dack; und the darker in colour they are the better, 19
remnining portion of the bird being quite clear in eolour througzhowt.

The evenly-marked birda aro rarely so good in shape and style as the
clear hirds, bot this conld not reasonnbly be expected, seeing that the
markings, which are [ar more diffienlt to produce than shape, muost bo
preseryvod intact,  The most beauntiful spocimens of these very charming
birda that I hove gver scem bove boen bred in the Nerth and East
Ridings of Yorkshire, and in somo parts of Laneashirve, where they are
highly estecmed nnd greatly prized.

Standard of Ezcellence.~—~The standard for judging the clear variotica—
computing 100 points as reprosenting the ideal of o peorfect specimen—
is considerad as nnder: -

STaxpany Fon Jupaiwa OLEARL YORRIMIEE CaNANIES,

Pointsl
N

Size of bind. ...

Calour A R
ity of fenthers . g LD RN

Contonr pnd positiom . ..

Mo Ol e 0T @

|
;

The foregoeing eriterion is equally applicable to tho ticked and unevenly-
marked clagses, with tha excoption that 15 points should be allowed for
markings, the other points being proportionately reduced to ndmit of this
baing dome. In the nnevenly-morked elnss a bivd with evenly.marked
wings and an oval cap is nnguestionably the “pick of tho basket, a0 far
08 markings are n consideration. Nexb to this'in point of pecfection is n
‘bird similarly marked, with tho addition of oyoor cheele markings, and for
o third choiea weo should prefer a bird with regular wing-markings and o
eolitary eye marlk,

The #tandard for judging the evenly-marked classes diffors moterially
from that given for the other varieties, as the markings are conaiderdd

-




THE YORKSNINE FANCY, 141

of tho frst importance in this variety. Thoe subjoined eritorion, therefore,
o il be found applicable to those Lirds :

STANDARY FOR JUpaisd EvEXLY-uMArgen YORKSHIEE CAXARIES,

Poduta,
Hed and ave.mncki an
Neock, shoulders ar 10
5 Chest, waist aud Logs o, 1t
Wingr-uinrkings sud saddle o0
- Thail u
Hing 2
Oollgnie: Cx L H
Guality of [eatho B
Contour or position,,.......... 15
Xotall Bl s e )

Typo.~The bird represtuted in ons engraving 8 the property of Mr.
Luke Belk, of Dowsbury, Yorks ; he took first prize at the Crystal Palace
Bhew, Sydenbam, in 1875, and he s likewise tha winngr of mony other

rizes at varions shows in differont parts of England.




CHAPTER XII.

THE CINNAMON.

Turse birds have, doubtless, derived their name from their peculine
colour, which grently resembles that of cinnamen bark used for culinary
purpoees, althongh it is much deeper nnd richer in hue. It i8 an ]
old-established variety, and its origin, like that of the lizard canary, is g :
beyond the knowledge of the present generatiom. It is a breed that
has always been regarded with much favour among whot I may eall
the cdueated fanciers; by this term I mean men who have mado
canaries o daily etudy for years. ‘There is something about thew
quite umcommon in appearnnce ; somathing tofally wulike any of the
other recognized varieties in the colonr of their plumage ; and, althongh
the tint is somewhat quict and sober, it is  novertheless pecalinrly
pleaging and attractive. Some fon or twelve years ago the colour
of these birds was munch less brilliant thon it iz foundl pmong thoss
of the present day, aa a role, for sinea tho introduction of the Norwich
funcy blood inte their weing thele charms have been considorsbly
enhaneed., Indeed, so grave and sembre-looking, so thoronghly drabby
were thess birds in appearameoe ot one time, that they gained the names
of ** Quaker"" and “ Dun ' canarics.

If T were to begin to extol the Variegated Cinnamons na much ns
I consider they deserve to bo, the probabilities are that gomo person
might feel disposed to remind me that they were merely crose-broods ;
just so, put it is well to romember that pomo cross-bred animals are
highly prized, and to give an instanee in point I might mention the cross
botween the bulldog and terrier, which is, in most coses, & much hand-
somer dog than either of its progenitors, and o breed greatly valued by
the esynoscenti of the canine race.

A resson which militatea greatly against this partionlar breed of
birds is that there are o fow shows that mako separate clusses for them ;
and this iz more casily explained than remedied. The north countiry
fanciers, almost without exception, crosa the cinnnmon and Delgian fayey
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vinaries togathor, na they peefor symimetry to colonr ; whilst the somh
eountry fnuciers give precedence to the Tntter, and for {his veawon thoy
eross the cinmumon wid Noswich Faucy varielics with cack othor; the
cousegquence is thob, whonever the twe distinet crosses of birde wmeet
togethor in the enme class for compotition, the awards of the judges very
l'il‘l'l?]#' givo zatisfuotion fo all parties. Mozt of the seerotaries and com-
mitteos of shows are fully awnre of this bugheir, and rather than rou
the risk of bickerings nrieing ot their shows, they prefd to malke an
“any other varviety eluse,” instend of giving & special cluss to the
vaviegatod varioty.

Ln sowe parts of Yorkshive, Lancashire, Durham, and Northnmberland,
muny elegunt specimens of the Belgian cross wro fo be met with, Larpge
slender birds, gracoful in form and commanding in appenranee, with
slogk flat heads, cxguisitely chisolled, and long slender necks, with good
substantinl logs, woll formed, amd o fine crock careiagre s ndd to theso
properties a peiv of evenly-miecked wistrs amd two delicately and beantifuliy
pencilled cye.markivgs, and you have whot I consider a gem of o bird to
behold. “ There is uo necounting for taste,” for the cross between tho
cinnmmon anl Norwich faney cansries are very diminutive birds, displaying
nothing beyond the Torm of the commonest type of canary, aund having 1o
other recommendation beyond their superior colour aver the class of bivds

- Ihovo ondenvoured to porteay ; but swhether bigh colonr in this case really

isnn advantage is purely o minttor of opivion ; for my part, [ think that the
infusion of Novwich blood, giving the eolours a brighter and a deopes hme,
detracts rather than adds to the appentance of these birds, for T have
always coneiflered that one of the mest plensing featnres plont them iz
the great contrast in tho colours, nnd which is so rendily apparent in
the cross with the Bolginn exnnvios, but which §s not nenrly so perceptibla
in birds lired between the cinnameon and Norwich fnney varistics. Tndeed,
whenever 1 look wpon a superb specimen of an evenly-marked buft
cinnamon—a cross between the Belgian funey and cinnamon variatioa—it
invariably reminds me of that Lonutiful bird the turbit pigeon. Tt mny
be thonght by some o rather singele comparieon, but such is the fact,
uevertheloss ; Ehere is somcthing so serenely pure, so wild, affectionate,
and ianocent-losking about them (when cloan nod in proper condition)
that I often wonder how any person can look npon them withont aduiring
and estecming them. ¥

It is greatly to be regrotted that any difforence of opinion should exist
among fanciers in regned to this variety, s it undoubisdly has been
the means of preventing, to o considerable oxtent, the propagation of one
of the moet beautiful and charming of our cross.breeds,

Cinnamon, as well a3 most of the cinnamon variegated, birds, have
oyes of o pink or palish red colonr, and they can be distinguished
Ly thiz pecoliarity when they are ouly & day or two old, as the pink

-2
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shows through the thin texture which covers the cyes of the yonng
birda.

Breeding.—It is & little gingular, but none the lezs troe, if you cross o
cinmamen canary with ono of any other colour or breed, you may rest
azsured that the cinnnmon colonr will predominate eventually, if it does
ot in the first instance. To illustrate my meaning more clearly, we
will snpposs that yon have mated a einpamon and a Delginn conary
for the purpose of n oross, we will likewiso presume that among
the progony ebtained from this pair of birds is one porfectly clear in
eolonr. The following year you mate this bird with a Belginn canary
again, or oun of n similar breed, and you will find that some of the
produce of tho latter crosa will be cinnamon or cinnomon variegated,
bat most probably the last-nnmed kind. I bave kuown instances of this
oveur in the fourth and fifth geoerntions, when fhe cinnamon bied
first used was well bred and free from any other cross or admizture of
foreign blood. The colour of the eross breeds is, a5 a matter of couree,
much paler and mere dingy-looking than the standard colour recognised in
the genuine article, atill it is for all that an unmistakable cinmamon hoe.

A fow yoars ago [ mated o good jonguo einnamon eoek with a jongue
lizard canary hen—both being odd birds, but of first-rate quality., I
thought they would do for leeders if their produce proved worthless.
They bred nothing but pure greens and cinnamons, bub ehieflly the latter,
and all were very rich in colour, and weee much admired by everyonn who
gaw thom. A friend of mine had a young green cock from this cross, and
the following sesson he mated him with threo hens of different breeds, as
an experiment, and in every instance good average spocimeng of cinnamon
cannries wore produced,

Some people will tell you that cinnamon eanaries ave bred by crossing a
green canary withn clear yellow ono, but, unless ong or other of the parent
birds has some of the gendine einnamon blood in its composition, you
may depend npon it snchn cirenmetanee will nover happen. I have known
people who have put jonque green birds to clear yellows, and buff greon
birds to buffs, over and over ngain for this purpese, aud I have dous
the same thing mysclf mony yeaes ago, bot all to no use. That some
people have suecceded in breeding them in this woy I do not for o
moment doukt, but I am quite confident that cinnamon blood cxistod
in ene or othor of the progenitors,

Thosa fanciers whe are desivons of brooding birds of this variety, fit for
any compotition, will need to proowre o few high-cluss birds to begin with,
The beat plan to obtain them is to claim a fow good male birds ot the
Crystal Pelace Show at Sydenlipn, nnless yon are acquainted with any
fancier wha ia reputed for having a good strain, but, even in this case, 1
ghonld prefer to get the hens from him and claim the male birds s advised.
Nottingham was famed for the production of ¢innamon conerips twendsy
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vears ago, but latderly Northampton hins boroe the palm, and perhnps
there is no othor town in the United Kingdom where ep mony of thesn
birds aro brod (and good ones, too), althongh it hins hod to Jowor its
eolonrs to towns of lesa fmpovtance within the past threo or four years
by reason of their victories nt important éhows, but, for all that, thero
is Mo better blood to be found to breed from {han ean bo obisined within
its procinets. ¥

When you commencs to breed cinnamon canaries, put together, lirst
year, fwo pairs of pure brod birds, withont spot or blomish, and in no
way related to each other; st the same time mote o gond jongue cin.
namon eock with a well-bred yellow variegated Norwich lancy hen, ong
poaseszing good eolowr, form, size, and quality, and not too heavily
marked. Be sure that tho cinnamen bicd uzoed for this cross is bred from
self-coloured bivds for at lonst three generations. From the produce of
the lastnamed poic keop the richest eolonred hon, of pood eize and
feather, if not the socond best in eolour, providing she is best in other
respects; o cinnamon or cinnpmon varicgnbed bird fo be preferred.
Second year : Weop the best birds bred from the fwe pairs of cinnamons,
anil eross them togethor to the best of your judgment ; one pair, howaver,
ghould be bufl birds. Purchass n rood buff cinnamon dock of p different
strain, and pul him with one of tho cross bred hens (jomgue). Third
—g2ar : Pair the produce from your pure cinnamons together again, nlways
keeping the best birds to breed from, These birds will be full cousins, but
it iz necessary to breod them o little akin cocasionnlly, es it keeps the blood
pure. Take n young cock, bred from fwo pure-bred bufls, and put with
the best jonghe len bred from the other pair containing the Norwich
cross. Founrlh year: Imtroduce new bleod by pairing o pure cinnaimon
bird with the best bird bred from your own breed of ciunamons, and
ancther with the best bird from the other pair, which will now bo almost
pure again. The following yesr mate the producs from the two last
named pairs, and yon will find the colour perceplibly improved. Con-
tinne the same process, introducing the Norwich cross ¢very ihird or
fourth wyear; by this means you will vastly incronse the colour of your
birda withont detracting from their ether gualitics.

Avoil breeding from pied birds as much as poszible, but o single white
feather, or even two, in the tail of a bird, if good in ell other poiunts, is
nok o serions objection ; at the snme time, it is commendable to avoid it
as much ns you enn, an the defeet is very likely to be perpefnoetod if too
mnch use i made of binds with o blemizh of thiz kind. I have purposely
confined -y remarks to ps few pairs of birdaas I counld, in order to
elucidate the gyetem of crossing herein recommended, so that T might be
able to make it all the more easily understood ; but I must not forget
to point ont fo those who desire®o climb the pinnacle of fume as broeders
M exhibitors of conaries that it will be ndvisable to put double, or oven
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teoble the number of birds mentioned togelher if they wish to stand &
reasonable chanco of success ng prize tokers.  Another injunction I think
it desivable to pive, and thet ig, Do not atlempt to breed too wmany
varietios ot the samo time, for these who do so very raroly succesd in
attaining eminenee either ns breeders or exhibitors.

To breed Favicgoled binls yon must begin by erossing the Belgian afid
cinnamon vanietics together, or tho Norwich fauney and cinnamon birds,
whichever kind you desive to eultivate, The following year sclect tho
best and most evenly-moerked young bivds, the produce of the first croas,
and mate them again with the Belgian or Norwich varieties, as the case
may be. For forther partioulars in rogand to crossing in order to obtain
ovenly-marked birds, T mnst refer you to the ehnpter apon ovenly.mnrkod

Norwich fancy eanaries,

If you ave desivons of breoding Evenly-marked and Crested cinmamon
eanaries, which nroe partionlarly protby, yon musk eouplo n pure cinnnmon
eanary with a clear or groy-created Norwich faney canary, or, presuming
that you desire to posseas shape in conjunction with the crest in prefer-
ence to colour, thin you must use a * Manchester coppy ™ eanary in place
of the Norwich fancy bird,  Fromthe produeo of this cross you must keop
the crested birds—those that please you most—and mate them again with
plain-headed birda bred from erested strains, either * Korwich faney * or
* eoppies,” whichever you require. By this means you will be able ta
propagate birds that will be lilkely to plense yon, and ropay you for
your tromble and outlay ag well.  Whenever the markings begin to
oot too light, take another dip of cinnamen fancy blood, which will
speedily counter-balanco the snperflluity of the blood Bf the clear
strains,

Some of thesa erosses aro oxtromely handsome, and 1t must not bo
forgotten that the clear birds hred from them, with pink or palish rod
eyes, are valoable for erossing to obtain hens for breeding cannry and
linnet mmles.

Clnzses—There are ouly two clnsses for Prre cinnamon eanarics, ¥iz.,
jonque end mealy ; the former being more deep, intense, nnd brighter in
colour than the latter variety : bmt the Inst-named is more lnrgely
cudowed with that benutiful silvery-grey light which pervades the onter
eurfnee of the fenthers, nnd which is o much prized by fanciers ns an
indication of high breeding and rare quality. :

Theroarea great many varieties of cinnamon Vavisgafed birds ; indoed,
they are capablo of being divided into the snmo number of clnsses ns the
marked Norwich faney birds : bat thoy never are, as they aro not nearly so
popular at present s that world-ropowned varioty. Hitherto there have
heen but two elasses st apart at any show for birds of this kind, and
they are principally given tnder the desifnations of * variegated yellow
cinmamen*' and # varjegated buff clmemon.” Now, what constitutes &
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rd is simply a bird with n diveraity of colours ; con-
sth evenly and unevonly moarked birds can compete togother
5 head, but the cvenly-marked aro sure to take precedence.
o othor variotios ave pencrally to be found at shows which wind up
i gohodules with that most vseful and noedinl elnss, the * Any
her varicty of canary,” and in ié they fignre very prominently in most
e,

Pointe—Tho lrie cinnamon cannry resembles in form "and zize the
h fancy birds—perhaps, if anything, they are o little largor ; that
taking the ponoral averame of the {wo varietics. The distingmishing
wes in these bicds are colour and form, but mora particolorly the
per.  The eolour most prized is o desp rvich mellow crange cinnamon,
this shonld bo distributed as ovenly as possible all over the bird.
eht-colonred throat, belly, or rnmp, or even light-coloured thigha, aro
naidored blemishes, Next in poiutof cstoom to the birds just deseribed
aro those of o yollowish tint; but by all mewna avoid the greon and the
dusky smoky smut-colonred bivds, ag they are mvariably the pesseasora of
bad blood.

The best wing-morkings of the Vavicgated birds aro thoss which are
perfectly even—that is to gay, the snme number of sinnamon feathors in
each wing, and the corresponding feathors. Tho eye-markings should
gither encirele tho eyo completely or extend backward or forward, or both.
from the contro of the eye, these being ealled *irent ' or * back contre™
eve.markings, whichever they may happen to bo; but thoso that envelope
ihe eye mnd which are known as " spectacle” eyo-markings, aro most
prized—n white feather intermixed with the dark feathers in the wings, ov
a dark feather with the clear feathors, is regarded ns o fanlt. The wing
coverlets, saddle and rump fenthors, ns well as these on the body of the
bird, barring oye and wing markings, should all be perfectly clear
externally. +The underflue feathers about the vent frequently blow
dark, and those on the thichs as well, but these are not considered
serions blemiches. Neithor are dark loga and beaks.

Standard of Eresllence.—The following standard will bo found to give
the relative valuo of the differont points of merif, 100 poinis to be
assumed s represonting the highest excellonce :

StaxpARp von- Jopalza Crran CrxxawoN CANARIES.
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Type—The engraving represents o jongue cinnamen ennnry exhibi
by Mr. John Adams, of 11, Dalton-square, Butts, Coventry. He took
first prize in his class st the Crystal Palaco Show, at Sydenhnm, in 18
and, T beliove, bo is the horo of numerons otler fights. Heis reprosen
in the cetalogue as being only 10 mouths old, so that he may live to
battle for some time to ecome. The colour in theso bicds beins
governing fenturo of admiration, it is impossible to form & coreeot fded
of the original from a woodeut. His colour is porgeons, rich, and
beantifnl withall, and he well deserved the high position in whick he was
placed. The artist hos given n very fnithinl cutling of the contonr and
general conformation of this bird.
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CHAPTER XIII.

THE NORWICH FANCY.

Origin~—The Norwich faney canaries doubtless owe their existence as n
distinet varioty to ile town of Norwich, and hnve derived {hiir origin, 1
believe, from erogzing tho London faney or lizard canarics with the common
ghock ; and by further judicious pairing, feeding, and coreful monlting
they have ultimately attained that exquisite colour for which they are
g0 widely famed.

The method of breading and rearing clear Norwich, in order to produce
and retnin their rich dazzling plumpge throughont the show season, was
held in such profound seorcey among the broeders and cxhibitors in Nar-
wich at one time that it wae publicly nsserted by o gentleman of position,
then in the * faney,” that one hundred pounds would not extract the
gocret of obtathing the high colour in these binds and the genuine process
of crossing them nnd moulting them in order to obiain perfection, at
lenst so far as it was then known. Still, without doubt, there was
wonderful amount of freemasonary existing among the eraft in Norwich
only a vory fow years ngo, and they kept thoir aecrots remarkally well, but
the bnbble burst at last, to the chagrin of mauy, I dore say, and the
secret of high colour became common properiy.

Variefiee,—0F the Norwich fanoy canaries there are tho cleara, the
evenly marked, $he ticked, the unevenly-marked, the greon, and tho

crosted varietios.

The Clevr birds have hitherto been held in considernble estimation by
& great many fanciers, and more especially by ladics and amnateurs,
their gorgeous and brillinnd plumage being their principal attraction ;
but now that it has become #o extonsively known that those vivid Lnes
can be rendily prodoced simply by administering ¢ayonpo popper, mixed
with epg and bisonits, and given to the birdz as focd during the poriod
of moulting, it is & question whether this knowledpe will nob dispel the
fascination that has hitherto hong aronnd thess birds,  That it will very
muterially affect their valoe intrinsically I think {here can b no shadow
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of a donbt, although I think myself that the beat brod Lirds will roiy the
greateat advantaze from this new snd somewhbat povel rfpioe, and that
they will continne in o proportionnte degree, sccording {o breeding, to
bear the palm over all thelr compeors of o more lowly origin, but it is
just poasible that T may bo wrong in my assumplion. However, npart from
this, tharo ean ba little donbt now that, even prior to the discovery of {his
ingenions method of using eayenne, many of the most highly colonred
spocimens oxhibited owod in o great measure their gandy glistening
colonrs to gome particnlar modo of feoding, for it seems to have boen )
kmown to the principel breedors in Norwich that the exterior grande
thesa birds conld be materially improved by piving them cortain i
dients, mized with theie food and otherwise, during the moulting =e!
and nomerous and varions have been the dovices resorted to for this
pose.  Among other things which have beon tried to influonee and impr
the colour in these birds ave: Marigold flowers, cochinenl, meadow
annotio, beot root, earrots, mndder, turmerie, waustard and eress seed, &c.,
but the whele of theso ingredients appear to sinlk into utter insignifi-
eance, 5o far as cffect i3 producod, when comparod with the magicnl
resnlts which bave been achieved by tha nso of the enyenne pepper.

In addition to a1l the nostroms already specifind, and which are intended
for internal nse only, some unserapulous vagnbends have had the temerity
to resort to external ombellishmenta an well, and to accomplish their object
they have applied such compounds ns * Judson's Dyes” nod similar pre- 7
paraifons. Where these nrtifices have been detocted, the perpetrators
have been in most instances justly cxposed, and likewise excluded {rom
compating at thoso ghows where their villanies were déscoversd and
brought to light.

Thae Evenly-marked varicky of Norwich faney canaries is mech admived
and greatly prized by the ** talent ™ or bird crities, and is also regarded
by many people of taste and dircorpmeont s being superior in most
respocts to the much vannted ** London faney " eanaries, to which, in
gome particulars, it may be said to bear a resemblanee.  One decided
advantaga the evenly-marked bLird cortninly has ovor the last-samed
variety is this, if it happens to ghed one of its davk pinion feathers pro-
maturely, it i3 reprodneed by o foe simile of tho lost feather ; whereas, it
is otherwiso with o ““ London fancy "' canary. Another and still greater
advantage i3 poasessed by tha Norwich birds, for they can be axhibited
for soveral years in snecessiom, if cnrefully moulted and preserved in
good health and fine condition, whilst the ** London fancios " lose their
show plumage invariably after the second mounlk,

Of nll the different varicties of Norwich fancy eanaries, there aro nong
more beantiful or interesting than the Cresfed birds, for they not only
combine—mhen highly bred—the rich and beilliant plumnge of the clear
varietioa ; but the ovenly-marked and crested clagses possess the much




THE FORWIGH FAXCY. 151

admived wing-markings of the evenly-marked or vaciegated birds, and,
in addition to these ndvantages, they are adorned with an clogant orna-
menk on their heads in the form of o erest @ this is designated by somo
funciors o * top-lmot,” by othovs n “ orown,™ o * coppr,” a *toppin,”
and by a fowa © tus=sol.”

Thera con bo no doubt that the crest is an inmovation among the
Norwich fanoy cnnarioz, and has doubtless boon produced,.in the first
instanoe, by erossing with the ordinary or common crested cannry, and
v introduetion of this extrancons blood, whilst impariing the covetod
ament, has preatly detracted from the glowing eolours that the
gpecimens of these Livds so Inrgely inherit.  This drawhack
t by judicions and careful crossing bo overcome in n fow vonrs;
unforbunalely for cxperimontalists, there are more weighty con-
wations in breeding these birds than the mere attainment of brillinng
lumage. Good crests are not produced easily, and unless they are bred
in & preseribed manwer—which T ghall point out presently—they socon
dotoriorats both in zize, form, nnd colonr.

Trivming,—There i3 an amazing amount of trickery enrried on with
marked birds by exhibitors, whoze conscientions scruples are so infinitesimnl
&% in no way to disturb their equanimity, so that honest fanciers have bub
o very meagre chaneo of suecess, for those who avo expericngod manipu-
Iators in dectoring these birda ¢an make o moderately good bird alincsd
fanltless. . Eye.markings can be put om or enlarged as occasion mequires
iy using a preparation of the niteate of silvor ; fonl wing and tail foathera
aro extructed and substituted by othors. This is done by ewiting the
feathers shor? off throngh the quill, leaving o socket; corresponding
feathers from other birds (not good enough to show) are extracted and
fitted in, nnd seotred with o little thin glue or gum and woter. Theso
and other similar devices are frequently reeorted to, so that jndges require
to he on the alert; but many of these transformations arve so skillully
and dexterously accomplished a3 to defy dotootion.

Mirking Rirds—Broodors of cannries on an extensive sealo are some-
times necessitated to place hirds of the spme variety, but of distinet breeds,
in o lnrpe flight enge topether. When this happons, each bird should ba
marked in owne or other of itz wings, separatcly, and a record of such
markings should be kept in the dinty. Say, for cxample, all birds of
Wo. 1 pair are marked with a notch made in ono of the wobs of the two
first flizht feathers of the left wing: the prodnee of No. 2 pair two
notehes in each fenther: those from No. 3 puir three notches, and so
on, miking use of both wings if required. These marks are mado with
o pair of ordinary sciseors; but, ns mmech depends on being sble to
identify the different hirds for erossing, tho greatest care in the por-
formance of this doty is necossnry.

* HBreeding.—In eelecting stock to breed Clear Norwich from you ought to
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procure a fow euperfor binds ; bo suce to purchose them from wollsesta-
blished fanciors of good repute and integrity ; by this means youars mere
likoly to suceeed in potting such birds as sou ueed, You will requiro
both clenr and marked binds to breed clear birds from, and reiher heavily.
marked birds too, iudeed, ono cntir oly green, if of zood colour and quality,
is by nomeans to be despised, I think I consot do better than relate Mere
the mothod pf erossing puraued and recommended by one of the oldest,
moest experienced, nnd suceessful broedera in Norwich, after which T will
detail my own cxperience.  The method recommonded by the breed
reforred to is na follows i —First yoor : Put o clear yellow cock witl
miarked boff bea; be sure that ghe s bred from greons (pied birda)
not from * faney " —by the last-mentioned torm ho explaing that be m
lizard canaries—* beecanze,'" says ho, " fancy must not bo used oxeep
the proper fime, as I ehall tell you." Second yesr: He recommn
tha Foung birds (** clears ') to be crossed with clenr bhirds from n secon
pair mated in precisely the same way ns the fiest-named paiv.  Third year :
He eays, “ Take the best clear birds bred froms the last cross, and pair
with & clear bied bred from the * faney,'” and yon will find the best birds
are gob from this eross;" he explaing that, to obinin o bird soch ns he
describes, yon must pot o Norwieh faney nod o lizard canary together ;
from the produce of thia pair you are to eelect thosze birds which are the
least marked, and poir them with the Norwich faney again—I presume
with clear birds of the Inst-named variety, but he does not say so. He
ndds, * In thres years you will breed eleara.” * In selecting the final poir
to breed from they shonld blow clear all over; the produce of this
cross are only for show, and are of no use to breed frombt” He adds,
significantly, * No honest mon wonld sell you hirds bred thoz to breed
from again, nor would I buy a bird to cross with exeopt T know the
man [ bought it of."

My own system of breeding clenr Norwich ennaries is ag follows :—First
year: Pot o * London faney ' and o " lizard " canory together, At the
game time mete two clear buff Norwich cannries, and likewiso two clear
jongues, or yellows; both the last-named pairs munst blow clear all over,
bo close in feather, and full of quality. This mokes three pairs of hirds
in all. Buat to hope to be soeccessful na an exhibitor, it would be neces-
sary to put togother several more pairs on the samo plan; but those T
bava selected are sufficient for me to illusteate the principle of crossing
I advoente myself. Second year: Select n bind from cash of the cloar
pairs of Norwich faney, and mate them with birds bred between the
* London fancy " nnd * lizard ** cannries. Alwoys choose those nearest
clear from this eroas.  Third year: Select the lightest marked birds, bufl
ar yellow, from the lnst crosses, and mate agnin with clear Norwich fancy
birds bred from * double buffa®* or ¥ double yellows," but be sure, in the
final croes, to mate them so that the ground colonrs of ench aro of o




THE XORWICIL FANGY. 155

opposite huo to cach other, ie. the bulf or buff-marked birda mnst be
put with clear yollows, and wice versi, The result will be fonnd =atis-
factory.

To breed Unevenly-marked or Foriegalpd Norwiol eannries 1 Put ncloar
sollow and a yellow marked bird togethor ; soloot & clenr yollow bird from
thiz eross, nnd mute it with & beff-morked bird bred from the last cross in
Lreoding for elear binls, bred according to my own method. The produce
of this cross will be found mostly very vieh in colove. The reason nlleged
for breeding from the green varietios s that it strongthens tha colour and
makes it more lnating, and thel for introducing the lizurd eanary eross
onoe in three yesrs with the green birds is becanse it gives o softooess
to the feathors, nud makes then have o silky appearanee; but if yon breed
too Jong in with the ** green ™ the feathers got long and rongh.

Tha Ticked birds arve obtained in breeding for clears, and likewise for
marked birds. They are simply bivda that arg not quite clear in eolour,
but bave a slight tick, speck, or mavk on some part of their bodies, The
points required are the same ps those aimed for in breeding clear hirvds.

The Green varioty is produced by erossing heavily marked birds tegether
several times in suceession, but twoe jonques (grecns) should be put
togother, say, onpe in three years, to provent the feathors from becoming
{00 conTed.

There are probably no breedera of canaries thot have so many difi-
cnlties to emcounier in attaiuing their object as those who pursune the
somowhnt tantalising ocoupation of brosding Evenly-niarked birds ; con-

“sequently thoss who have made up their minds to embark in this par-
ticitlar brangh of bird-breeding must be folly prepared to meet with
hopea kindled only to be blighted, and dissppointments innumerablo.
To breed evenly-marked Norwich cannries fit for exhibition, and in the
most expeditions manner posaible, it will bo necessary, in tho first place,
to procars a few good evenly-marked birds to begin with, and in selecting
thom T would advize that birds with dark caps be avoided. Tt is abso.
lutely necessary to obtain birds of distinet breeds, free from bleod-rela-
tionehip to begin with. Mate two ™ fonr-marked " binds togother ; lLotl,
however, should be lightly-marked than otherwise, nnd one of them at
Teast skonld have white or flesh-coloured lege, and clear under fue feathers
(the small feathers next the skin) ; this paie for the snke of distinction
1 shall afterwards refer to ns No. 1. Next put another ovenly-marked
bird with a perfectly clear one, the latter being bred from n clear
strain ; it should be largo in size, rick in colour, nnd of nodoubted
quality ; this bird should be perfectly clear in eolour all over, which
fact must be nscertained by taking it in the hand and blowing back the
foathors over and under the body; this pair I ghall eall No. 2, The
following year eelect the two best morked birds, the produce of No, 1
Jair, and mate the heavier marked bird of the two with a clear bird, the
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produce of No, 2 pair, and the other with the lightest sl most evenly
marked bird, likewiza Lired Irom Ko, 2 puir.  These pairs it will be
nocessary to designate No. # and No. 4. The following senson zeloct from
tho produce of No. 3 amd No. 4 the Lest binds, and paie in the wmanner
already pointed out: the young birds from the last nmmed paivs will
bo frst consius, but this is just what is wantod, for breeding thom in
ol in oecasionally is one of the seerets for obiaining regularity in mirk-
ings, but it must not bo resorted to too frequently, or the birds will soon
bicome small and geant in feather. Lo improve the colour in these birds
and to preservo the markings, 1 have found it advantngeons to erosa
with & London fancy bird, say once in three or fonr yeara; conple n
bird of the lnst-named variety with a clear bind, bred by yonrsell from an
ovenly-marked strain, and keop the clearest bieds, the produce of this
crosg, of thoso only marked in the wings, to broed from. When the
birds get all related tllm:u.:h this systom of crossing, it will be neccs-
sury to purchase, from fime to time, ns they are reqnired, one or two
good evenly-marked birds from somo fancier whe is reputed for breeding
good birds of this varioty to cross with them, I two evenly-marked
birds are put togother too often, the produee will bo heavily-marked ;
this must be regulated by resorting to clear birds bred from an evenly.
marked strain, The great secret in obtaining good ovenlysmarked birds
lies chiefly in the following facts: First, by breeding from birds which
are evenly-marked, and clent birds the produce of an evenly-marked
strain; eecondly, by the process of consanguinity, or hlood relution.
ghip ; and thirdly, by aveiding oll birds for breeding purposes which
ara irregularly marked ; no matter how well they mny bo hre:l a1l suoh
birds must be send to the * right abont,”

It will be econ by the foregoing remnrks that I have confined myaelf
tons few pairs ns possible to elucidnte the spstem of brecding T advo.
eato; but ero you cam hope to bo suceessful in producing o few bivds
fit for competition it will be necossary to Lreed from soveral pnirs of
birds, and if you persevers in following the ingtruetjons I have given,
you will find in the course of three or four years that yon will be ablo
to produce the oven.morkings with wonderful precision and regulurity;
but be very earcful about the introdnction of new blood, for if you
happen to introduee a bird bred from frregularly marked binds, it will
cansg you o great amonnt of tronble and vexation. T might lhave
advizsed you to put two cloar birds, bred from No. 2 pair, to the two
evenly.marked birds known as No. 1 the second senson, but T have
purposely avoided doing so for fear it might confnese boginners,

For breeding purposes be snre ‘to keep all the clear birds with oy
marks ; these-you can utilise where clear birds are required with greater
mlvnmtu.gu You may likewise preserve all the birds with evenly-marked
wings and one eye-mark, or birds with two eye. -marks and o wing- mu.r'k
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a% all birds of this deseription pre cheice stook bicds; birds marked on
the head, nock, chest, or rather heavily in the tail, as well az all irrega-
lurly-marked or pied bieds, you must disposo of ot the first opportunity.
If vou breed n bird with heavy wing markings, bot slightly moarked
alomt the eyes, mate it with o Lind that is clear in the body, with ove-
markings only. I you have o bird with heavy oye-markings and lightly
mnrked wings, pair such o bird with one thot i3 warked in the wings
only, and =0 on, With these instruetions you only roquire expe-
ricnee to enable you fo bréed ovenly-morked Lirds with undonbied
BELCOOSE,

It will be nceessury to pair two bufl-marked birds together some-
times;, or a buf-marked bird and o clear buft bisd from an ovenly-
marked strain, ns this tonds not only to improve the size of the bird,
but it improves the guality and quantity of  foathers, nlthough, as
o rule, you must breed from o jongue and mealy (yellow and buff).

If you desire to breed Crested Norwich connries for oxhibition, yon
must, in the first place procure a fow good cvosted birds, either
malea or females. I profor tho former, ns I find that the progeny
more frequently favonr the male parent than otherwise. They must
in oll cases bo good specimens, or of undonbted high breeding, and
yor will find it advisable to claim a foew prize winoers at some of
ounr best shows—the Crystal Palace ot Sydonhom is probably the
best for this purpose. It is held nsually in the month of Febroory,
which is, or cught to be, the end of the legitimate show senson,
and hence exhibitors pre disposed to put a selling price upon them
if they wish to part with them. I you counot attend the show yoursell,
the sr:umr:f-whmn I have alwnys found cxeeedingly obliging at all
timez—will ¢laim for you such birds as you require, if you send him o
P00, in sdvance, and instroctions whot to do. To an ovenly-marked
and crested cock you should put o clenr, or vory lightly-marked ploin-
headed hen, bred from o crosted stmin,  You should purchase your
hens from somo respectable, well-known {aneier, who hes made lis mark
ns o succoesful exhibitor of crested birds.  If the cock or hen is o clear
bird with o dark erest, then it onght to be paired with a plain-headed
bird of the oppesite sox with a dark eap and wing markings, or o clear bird
from a dark-erested stram ; but by crossing the tlear and morked Lirds
together you have o chanee of getting young birds of both varioties in the
same nest. In order to improve the colonr and quality of yuur' birds it
will be necessary for you to cross them ocopsionally with clear bicds,
not of the erested strain; in this ease yon thonold mato a marked and
crested bird, or o clear bird with a dark ¢rest, with one ag ovenly marked
a8 you can procure of o high-coloured strain, for if you oross with clear
birde you may expeet to gof more groy and clear erested young birds than
‘dnrl:-u-eatc-d onos. Select from thia cross the best crested and heaviest
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marked binds, and mote them with olenr birds brod from n marked and
erested strnin: or, bettor still, if you enn procure them, with clear birds
with dark eaps. Whesiever yon broed birds of the deseription just named
ba sure to keep them; they are invaluable for breeding purposss, and
far more difienlt to procure than crested binds, To improve the eveuly-
marked and crested bivds in thelr markings, yon will bo obliged to
crosa & clear hird with o dark crest, or ono lightly wing-marked, with
an evenly wing.marked bird of the plain evenly-marked strain (four
marked), andif markedabont thohead it is somneh the more to bo preforred,
but mnst bo marked nowhere elso; this should be dong about once in threo
or four years.  Itia the regular enstom to conplon jonque and mealy bivd
together (yellow and buff), but if you wish to breed large birds, closo
in feathor, with large well-formed orests, you must frequontly broed from
two bulls or mealics, but boe sure that one is erested, and the othoer cres-
ted bred ; this must not be overdone, or the produce will be coarse. I
sometimes select o bird woarly all green, with o cvest, and cross it with
a eclear bird, as it improves the eolour both of the body feathers and
tho creatz.  When you heve suecveded in producing o race of birds with
erests and markings to your liking, breed them togother oceasionnlly a
little *‘sib " (consanguinity), sny frst consing, but ba corefnl not to
overdo it, or the produce will become small, wenk, and puny., By the
adoption of this method yon will perpetuate the features you rvequire.

Never paic-two crested bieds with ench other, or their progony wonld
be bald at the back of the hend, which is n great disfguroment to a
crogted bird.  The majority of crested bivds are more or less bald bohind '
the erest; but by breeding two buffz together you will soon overcoma
thizs defect. A crested bird ean be jdentified when it 35 only o fow
days old by its peculiar formation of the hend, and o very small smooth
epot is generally visille om the fop and at the Lock of the eranium.
As soon s you discover that you.have an nnuwsunlly good orested
bird, place it by itself na soon az it is able to feod on seod: and be
sure that the cage in which you plece it i= provided with good sized
holes to get its head through when feeding or drinking, or the crest
will get chafed and disfignred. After acrosted bird has meoulted it should
not be placed with another bivd until the show sonson is over, hecnuse
the other bind is pretty cactain to plock it, and the feathers will not grow
again until the bird moualts.

Before concluding this sabject, T wonld strenuonsly advise those who
ara devoted to the Norwich faney eanaries not to neglect the methods of
crossing peinted oot to improve the breed, ns I am econvincod that it
will in the end prove more satisfactory than the newly-discovered system
of feeding to produce high colour, and which, I think, must of necessity
b attended with baneful results, as sueh a powerfal stimulant ns cayenne
pepper cannot but be injurious to the health of caparies,
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Clegses~The oloar Norwich cannrics, as well as the evonly marked,
tho crestod, the ticked, tho preen, and the unevenl: warked, are oacl
aivided into two soparato classes, dey Jongues and ncalies,

In the Clear variaties there are the jonques and mealies, bettor known
s yellows and bufls, but ¥ orange ™ wonld be o muel moro approprinta
and fitting nane for the fiest-mentioned variely, and “ oranze™ or * pullow
mealies " for the Iatter, az these appellations are moro trathfully de.
geriptive of their real solours.

There are only two clasaes for Evenlyanarkad bivds, which aro arrnaged
thus « Evenlymarked yellow Norwich canaries, and evenly-marked buff
Norwich eanarios, and these mny consist of ' two-marked,"” * four.
marked," or * six.marked ' binds ; for, with all or nny of thess mark.
ings, o bird is eligible for eompetition ; all being eutored in the same
elass, wnder one or other of tho nomes just referred to,

The Crested eanaries are divided into six classes ns follows i—Clear
bufl, elear yellow, evenly.marked buff, ovenly-marked yeollow, unevenly-
marked bufl and noevenly-marked yellow ; altheugh it i5 seldom {hnt
committees of shows set apart more than four, and mere frequently
only two classes, for these varicties, which is vusatisfuetory alike to
exhibitors and judges. Tho evenly-marked and erestod birds ATE coln-
sidered, by most funciors, as tho first of the crested variotios, and pext to
these the clear bodied and dark crested are hold in the highest catimation.

Points.—In kize, shape, and mencral appearance the Clear and Tickad
Norwich resembla the marked and crested varioties, the chisf distinetion
being that those under comsiderstion aro quite plain: that is to say,
destituto of ormment in the shape of even markings, creats, &e., tot they
onght to exeel the other vedeties in richness, depth, snd brillianey of
eolour. Despite the efforts that have been made by o few fanciers, who
are deeply intevested in theso birds, to ovorrolo this hithorto univorsally
acknowledged chief feature, as the principal charm, and to sob Hp & now
theory of qualifications, it cxnnot sneceed, for the mevest tyro in the
“fancy " knows gquite well thot colour hns always been considered the
ruling characteristic in these birds,

The choiesst specimens of the unevenly-marked varietios are un-
questionably those with perfectly oval caps and oven wing mnrkings ;
indecd, it i4 o matter of opinion asto whether birds marked in the mannor
deseribed are not entitled to be considered evenly-marked, Formy part, T
contend that they are, for tho simple renson that canarics only possess
one head each, and hence an oval eap shonld be regarded s a regulae
marking ; but as birds of this description are permitted to be exhibitod
in tho unevenly.marked class, without compluint, I have no desire to
disturb this armmogement. When the eap is woll formed and the wing-
markings even, o bird of this sort preacois a very attenctive appearnnes,
apd bas a hostof admirers. Next to n bird morked as deseribed, I should

L
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profer one with davk cap, oye-markings, anid wing-markings, or one with
eeenly-marked wings and eyes, and ono durk feather in the tail, wnd
nect to these, n bivd with one eye mark and evenly marked wings.
Colonr and quulity, however, in this class of birds are indispensably
renisite.

The principal foatures which outitle Evenly-anarkal Norwich canprics
to tho distinguished position which they hold are their gorgeons coloura
and regular and artistic looking merkings, but more papecially the Intter,
as they aro most diffienlt to obiuin, even to an approximatien of the
criterion of excellenee.

The Rest and most important of the mackings in the evenly-marked
birds are those of the wings, A bivd may have two, four, five, seven, or
any similar spmber of durk feathors in each wing, or it moy have five in
ono wing and seven in the ether, or nuy similar or other number, nnd still
be considered a legitimate candidate for this class, 50 loug as tho wings
appear even o the wmided eye; but & bird so marked will show to
disadvantage if shown against o bied with porfect wing morkings=—
that is to say, if o judge is careful, snd handles the birds when porfovm-
ing his judicial functions, which too many of thom negloct to do.  There
arn very fow bivds peefect in this respack, aven among those which figure
prominently as prize winners at our besk ghows, Some judges prefera
bird lizhtly moarked in the wings; others, agnin, profer them heavily
marked then otherwize: but a, bird with the first nino pinion feathors
white, and the remuining nine, or the secondiry pinions, black, eorre-
sponding exnetly on cach side, is, without doubt, the most perfect of all,
and those nearest to this standard come next, Many birds, and birds
of great merit, too, vory frequently are possessed of a © mized " wing,
that is, ane or two white feathers intermized with the black enes or
vies verst s both nra regerded ns prove faults, but more partioularly
the latter, aa it is more roadily detected by the naked aye.

The next markings of importance are thoso of the oye. Somo binds
are peacilled in front of the eyes only, and others bohind the cyes,
whilst ofbers again are peneilled both in front of and behind the coyes,
which is preferable io being marked on onp gile of cach eyo only ; but
tho most approved and pesfect eyo-markings aro those which oncirela the
eye completaly, and these are knowa as ™ spectacle '™ eye-marks ; they
sheald not be either too large or teo small, but proportionate with the
srzo of the hird, and in kesping with the wing-markings ; whon well

"formed they ought; to bo either rownd, elliptic, or egg-shaped.

Symmetry in marking is oo important considerntion, and ono which
is too frequently vverleoked ur ignored. The other recognised markings
ara omo or iwo dark feathers on each side of the tail; bub thess must be
the extreme outside feathers, ond none others; bot snch markings may
e regarded as donbitful acquisitions, although o few of the ** old sohoole’
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profess to chert=sh s liking for them.  Nevertholoes, thore cpn be no -
tion that a parfectly ** four-marked *' bird ix tho bonu ideal of o bird of
this variety—1I mean o bied with good wing nond eye markings, and o
clowr tail.  ** Two-marked ™ binds moy bo possessed of wing morkings
only, or of eye-murkings only, with o clear body, but o bind having o
elorr body and w dark feather on eacl side of tho tail only, 18 not so
recognised.  Many good judges prefer o bind with eveoly-murked wings
and o elear body to o Psix-marked " bisd, as they leok upon the tafl
markings as a dotretion and not su embellishment, bt thoss with oye.
markings only arc the least valuod of all.

It will be fonnd, on elosely examiving an evenly-mnrked bird, that its
eye-markings do uot exactly correspond ; at loast, I never saw one with
both cye-markings precicely alike, and I lhave seratinized hondreds.
Thes=e birds with eye-moarkings most closely rescmbling each other are
to be preferred. A pood saddle iz an indispensabile requisite to nn
evenly-marked bird, and o point dezsrving of stlontive consideration, as
a finely formed, full, flowing saddle greatly enhnnees the appearancs of

the wing-markings.

With the exception of the markings already described, o bird of this
variety chould be clear in all other parts of the body, and it is desirable
that it should be free from dark fenthers in the saddle and coverlots,
whether of winga or tail. The greater portion of marked birds are dark
in their under.flue feathers, and otliers again aro tinged on the thighs,
vént and romp, and bave dark legs and feet. These are only regarvded
ag minor considerntions ; but where two birds are cqual in morit in all
other respects*the bird that poseesses the fewest of these blomishes is
undoubtediy entitled to benr the palm of victory.

Tho evenly.marked Norwich canarics nvo about five inches and upwards
in length, In formthey resemble the origingl, or, as it is more frequently
named, the common eanpry.  They should have round, full heads ; necks
medinm in length, and rather stout ; bodics full and plump, with decp
brogd, well-developed, and prominent chests, broad, well-filled backs, and
substantial shoulders; legs rather short, but well sot ; carriago easy and
eommanding, with plenty of vivacity.

The Crezled Norwich birds in size and  penernl conformation ro-
semble very closoly the foregoing variety. The head should be
round, brond, and full; the meck moderntely long, and geadu.
ally incressing in thickness from the junclion nbxt tho hend to the
shoulders; the body shoold Lo full and plump; snd of o demi-semi-
gircnlar form from the throat to the vent; the back broad at the
shoulders, tapering towards the inil, and slightly curved outwardly ; the
tail projecting in on obtnse manner from the body, although it is
nsually termed “ straight ™ by faneices, The chest should bo  deap,
hgoad, and full. The body colour clear, bright, ¥vivid, and level throngh-

1, 9
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out, except the shoulder Liades, or pinion covers andl enmp, which nro
always moro intense in eolour in lLighly-bred birds—this is tormed
s qaality " by the cognoscenti,  Tho flights, tail fonthers, aml vents
of all birds sre invariably poler, but moro so in semo lLinds than in
others.  Closencas and Armnesd of fonther aro advantageouns, and likewise
denota  quality ; and a full, well-formed cirenlar saddle is o grest
acquisition, especially to o markod bivd, for it shows the wing markings
to muneh greator advantage, snd mnkes them appear more angular, or,
as it is generally termed, * clenner ok

Tho ercsted birds are generally » little inferior in colonr, whon com-
pared with the choiceat specimens  of the clear varicties, but it ia
amazing the amonnt of improvement that has taken place in crosted
birds in this respect during tho last three or four years.

Tha erost consists of a tuft of fenthers, which eover tho npper portion or
grown of the head, and it is formed in many respects like o flower, o8
it appears to converge from a point e centre ; an orifice, rosomnbling much |
the pistil, and the fenthera overlap ench other like the lenves or petals
of n rose, or marigold, falling or drooping pertly ever the beak, cyes, and |
boek part of the head of the hird, and this feature eonstitntes the
chief point of beauty in this varioty of eanary. The crest wvaries in !
shape, size, nnd colour. There ave the elliptic or oval crest, the round o ‘J
girenlar crest, and the shield crest (0 enlled from ita resemblanes in - -——-
form to the csentcheon), the lntter is rounded in front, and as it extenda
backward from the centrs or orifice it expands in breadth, and torminates
in an almost horizontal ling, except at the extremo outer edges, whero
fwo small clongated infts of feathers (ome on ench sidmcorresponding)
project like two diminutive horna ; these are frequently termed
* pheasant’s eara.” A well-formed erest of this deseription is exceedingly
handsome, and more particnlarly when it is adorned with n hood—that
in, with = derk patch of foathors extending from hehind the oyes of the
bird, and down, the back part of tho neck for some distance, and partly
orer ench side of it s well. In shopo it i3 liko o monk's cowl, and is
frequently termed o *hood crest,” and esometimes o * curtnin crest,'”
and when perfect in form it is congidered by connoizacura ns tho clhaf-
d'ouvre of crests:

A good creat of any form ghonld have o clearly defined, but well filled
cantre, nnd the feathors should fell gracefully in evory direction over
the head of the bird from this convergenee it should likewise e well filled
and closely packed, without a break or split in any parct of it. It ought
to come well over the beak, eyes, and base of tho skull, the longer and
{hicker it is the better, providing itis well Tormed, nnd well proportioned ;
It shonld ho ns flat ns possible en the top, and have the appearance of
baviog been pressed with o flat iron. The colour mest admired ia
dark gresn, npproaching to black. Next to green comes groy or mobtlgl,
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enllod by some fanciors * grizzled ;' clear orests are Leld in the lenst
eateem of all, so far ne colonr becomes o considoration. You eamnot
got & crest too dark, nor ton lnvge, providing it is well formed nud donsely
pioked. The formation of the crest is the clicf considoration, next size,
and Iastly, ealour. It is not customsry i ehows to make separate classos
for the different forms of erests, oll wee shown together, and ench fancicr
has his opinion as to which he considers best.

1 know from experience that the mest diffienlt form of evest to produce
in angthing like perfection is the shicld crest with the hood ; and thosa
who have wnde crosted birds their particalar study, will acknowledge
that thoe latter are by far tho handzomest.

Thao }.II':'I-"!_Il-II'iI‘ﬁI;I o mael Cresled onnn jes look biost, 1 Il‘l'l"-'ﬂlf‘I think
when they are not too Hghtly wing-merked. I prefor o bird with the
first =iz or goven largo flight feathers elear and the remainder darl. The
dacker nnd more defined they nre, the more valunble the bird pesscasing
them becomes, In o really fivst-cliss specimen of this varicty noue of
the wing coverlots or eaddle feathers shonld bo dark, only the flights
gpecified and the erest—n mived wing is o foulb, that is, a white feather
intermixed with the derk ones, and this frequently happens—a self-colonred
tail. whether dark or clear, and even n mixed tail, providing the dark
feathors are ot the onter edges of the fail, nnd eorrespond, is ndmissible,
bubtn clear tail is without doubt most esteomed. A black feather
or more on ono side of the tail only, although the bird hns evenlyanarked
wings, i considered o disqualifiention in nn evenly-marked and crested
class, and & bird so marked should bo entered in the unevenly-martked,
or any other wariety elnss.  For my part, and many fanciora nre of the
same opinion, I should bo disposed to admit a bivd of this description
into the evenly-marked class, and count three points against it for the
defect, ns it is birds of this stamp that tempt unsernpulons fancicrs
to tampor with them.

Standards of Excellonce.—The following tables will e fonnd to give
apourate estimates of the relative points of merit in the different yarictics,
100 points to be regarded asp maximam of perfection —

SrawpARD For Joparse Crean Nonwich CaXanixs, |
FPoints,
Colour, the principal considertions being vividucss,
clenrmess, and purity, 1 tint mostly estoomed
taing deep omnge, and distritatod evenly andl re-
wulurly wver the brease, ek, vont, &o., of tho bird 45
(Junlity, for extra brillinney omd sheex, particnlarly on
the erown af the head, pinions, or shoulder bindes
and mump, sud for baving o fine stlvery luminosity

pervading the head, neck, breost, Be. . ooenn 20
Size of binds, for length aml substases .. vrereres B
Condition and featliers o 15

(']

ontour and carrizge

| R pR e e el pansraasnid e a
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For the 1
the clenr Lirds will be found equnlly upy

sl amd Geeen varieties the =ssne standaed os that given for
eille s but with regard io the

Unevenly-mparke? birds the markings, which form an interesting feature

in this class, must be taken into consideration. * 1T therefore, sive the fol-
Ll

is o stamlac) of exeellenee =

Srazpvann von Jussiise Uxivescy-Manien Nogwien Casan

| .
Markings e :
oo it =
nlity 15
mize [ lengt b and substanee : 5
Coaukition nod feathers AL SRR 1
[ r il earriagy ]
L L]
Total Ly

The following is the Standard of Exeellenoy for Evenly-samebed 1Rirds o=

Srasidin ol JuhGixe EveEstr-aanset Nogwicn Casaunie:s,

e ] S — i~ i

Paoints
Colour —for richness, ntessbty, and vegularity 1hrongh.
ot R P ]
Marking amld pencilling, 35 polats, suledivided ths -
15
L
R
! e
Fmthers—Tor Sromoess nod slhesn i =
Cantonr and can |
Tolal .. oeneinnerns 10D

The Standard of Exeecllenos for (resled Norwich is us Tollows :

Tue Staxpant ron Jonsise CorsTEp Nowwien Coxinles,
Crest 45 poiats, snb-divided ns follows —

Poinuts,
Form of crest .. .. i Al 15
Size ol crest . 4 W ey de . 2
Colonr of erest § R IR h F rh e L
spntre of crest., 5

" Tolal . i 15
Colour of bird—[or depth, evennoas, and brillianey. . 15
Hize of biml T ; ] = ait
Wing-anarki =
Conditio 7
Feathers . s ARy r el SN
Contour . Vaans . radsiaa ]
Sacdalic AN e ML e ek y e

A v 4,1
Omad Tobn ..o L

All show birds ought to ]I|||1.'|;' gowml, sound lega and feot: the winga
ought not to overlap each other at ‘the tips, nor droop from the shonlder
lika a * slip wing."" .

An otherwise good hird might, through an aceident, lose o claw,

L
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or ¢ross or droop its wings more thau is natural: but 1o ot tliink
it wonld be right to disqualify it ns o show bird on thizs seeount 1 but all
suel imperfections ought to be enreflully looked for by judges, and,
when discovered, should be fully considered snd well weighed oro they
wnka thelr awards, and for each defect so mnny points should be
dedneted from the gqualities of the bird so maimed, as they in their
unbiaszed judgment consider right and just to all parties concorned.

Tho standard for judging the cloear and nvevenly-mavked Crested
varioties, with the excoption of tho wing markings, is the samoe as that
alrondy piven. At thoso shows where tho three clusses are merged in
one it i3 for the committees to sny whether the wing markings of the
evenly-marked bisds are to connt, as judges, not being instrocted to
the contrary, should sdhero to the standerd.

Types.—The bird represented in our illustraiion took first prize in
for Uneeenly-mioeked Norwich ot the Crystal Palace show in 1874 ot
wsm. He was exhibited by Mr. John Baxter, of Noltingham,

The Crested bird represented in onr engraving is a porfect spocimen
of an oval crested bird, with one of tho most perfect, sumptuous, and
exquisite crests ever goen ; her shape is a little fanlly, as she is spare in
build, snd her wing-marking and enddle are likewise fmperfeet; but
her crest i3 par ercellence of its kind. This hen took first prizo ot
the 1874 Crystal Palace Show at Sydenham, in class 10 ; she was

—exhilated by Mr. George Wones, of Norwich,

e — T — — —




CHAPTER XIV,

THE LIZARD.

Tuis very beantiful and wnigne variely of ennnry stands pro-eminent in
the estimation of nenrly all trne fanciove, nmong whot may be consndered
the real English faney canaries. Thero i8 no means of thucing
the origin of these birds, but they have been known nnd retecmed
among fanciers in this country for o pgreat mony yoars, and I
think thero iz liftle doubt that they are the real source from which
some- other known varieties have derived their origin. They arc
great fovounrites in eome of the midland countics of England, cspecially
Lancashire and Nottinghamshire ; and it is in these conntics where the best
specimens are nsually bred, although the county of Durham has, within the
last fow few years, produced specimens which have successfally competed
aguinst all comers.

Triniing—Lizard canaries are more frequently tamperewith than any
otker variety by unprincipled exbibitors, henee it behoves jodges Lo exercise
their nimost vigilance and cirenmepoction in judgping these birds, A bald
foce iz artificinlly coloured, somelimes very dexteronsly ; o small cap is
enlarged and enriched in colour by the use of Judson’s dye or o strong
solution of eaffron; white flight or tail fenthors are extracted, and corre-
sponding but dark feaihers, drawn from other birds, are eleverly sub.
stituled for them ; the tweezers are frequently brovnght into roguisition to
remove somo ting dark feathers from the cop, nnd when the pinion covers arg
intermizod with white, thh white feathers are skilfully clipped close off,
and the legs and bills are often stained black ; in foet, every lizard st to
compete at an exhibition should be handled ond minutely examined all
over by the judge. If o wing or tail feather projects beyond the natural
line, or falls short of it examine it most particolarly, for it is & suspicious
circumetanee ; nnd be sure to sée that nono of the fenthers have been
cot or trimmed.  When n judge discovers o bird that has bean froudulently
tampered with, be sbould make thoe fack publie, despite any entreaties
that may be urged sgoeiost his deing eo.  Those fanciers who are
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vilo vnough to perpetrate such barefaced roblery eannot be too severoly
consured and eondemned.

Bhow Plumage.—Yonng lizards in their nest feathers are devoid of span-
gles ; bt when they monlt theseare produeed, and, when fully moulted, they
are in foll show plumege, aml not afterwards. Every time a lizard
moults it becomes paler in colour, in the wings especinlly, and the colonr
sownetimes rons,  Partienlarly is this tho case if a bird is out of health ot
the time of moulting. Lizards sro kuown among Scotchmen ss * mac~
aronies.'

Beceding,—To broed good Lirds of thise variety, you must exereise
considerable core und diserimination in the sclection of the stock; bo
sure that the ground colour and spangling are correct, ns these ave the
chief coneiderations in selecting stock birds. A broken cap is the
leazt objectionable feature in  birds for Dbreeding purposes,
but do not pair twe beoken.capped birds together, if you desire
to breed good end true capped birds; but you may pair o broken-
capped bind or an usder-capped bird with ons that is over-capped with
advantage. At the samo time, it s best to hove Loth birds s nearly
perfect in this respeet as you can proeure them, in order to broed birds fit
for exhibition. I know that geod capped birds are sometimes bred
between a large capped bird and one with o mero apology for o
up, but birds so bred are sure to throw back to their progenitors,
and for this rensom I should discard them. Under no  cir-

eumsiances would I recommend any person to breed froma lizerd with white

fenthera in the wings or tuil, nor from a hald-faced bicd, nor
from a bird with a decided tendoncy to greenness with o peculiny metallic
lustre pervading the outer surface of the fenthors. It s tho universal
practice to breed gold nnd silver birds together, buk it will be fonnd a
good plan to breed two silvers together ocensionally, nnd to cro=s tho
produce of these with the golden-spangled birds, Dy this method you
will improve the size, fenthers, nnd quulity, and gef move substance,
Lealth, and vigour in the birds. Some people put two jonques together,
and they sometimes produce birds thatlook like Ligh-coloured silvers, and
as snch they have beon shown ; bot they are easily known, for they are
altogether deatitute of that fine lnminous appoarance which all really
rood silver birds possezs.  Thoy aro aimply bad yellows, or & more fitting
title wonld be nondescripts. There is no advantago to be gnined by this
mode of crossing, coneaquently it shonld not be resoried to when it can ba
avoided. The majority of liznrd cannries are vicions and guarrelsomo
in their dispositions, the male Lirds especially, and o great mony of them
deliberntely destroy their progeny as scom ns they are hatehed, whilst
others cat the epes as eoon ms they are deposited. It is mocessary,
tlierefore; to keep am observant cye upon their procecdings during tho
breeding season, The best remedy for an egg-cater i3 fo give him a
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conple of nonsonnd cops birds' crge, not Froitful, that have been sat
upon for o fortnight previeunaly.

Liznml ennaries are very diffienlt to breed suificiently good in all points
for exhibition purposes, and they ocensionally breed young binds with foul
fenthors—white feathers-—among their pinion covers, or in their wings or
tails.  When they appear nb the shoulder blades or pinions of o bird it is
enlled * ghelly shonldered,'! meaning that it resembles o chaffinel, which
iz often ealled by bivd-catchiers tho * shell spple "' ; and this iz gonsidered,
as it noguestionably is, a great blomish, but clear flight or tail fenthers
are the most detrimental of all, and those [enciers who pride themeelves
npon brecding good lizards invariably give all =uch ill-favonred progeny
their gquictus ere they vumber many days in the eplendar of life. Were
it mot that this practice eavenrs strongly of wanton ecruelty, which is
revolting to the better part of hwman uature, I would eertsinly have
endorzed it, us T verily believo that it 15 the only method of effectually
stamping ouk all remnants of fmpure Blood, for as cortain as such birds
pre ronted to maturity so surely will some funcier be found to breed from
them, and thereby perpetunte these imperfeetions, which all right-
thinking breeders strive to avoid.

Classes.—Thers are two varieties of these birds, viz, yollows and
huffs (jonques and mealies), or, 05 thoy are more frequently designated,
golden-spangled and  silver-spangled lizprds., These ore divided into
four ¢lasses, as follows : Golden-spungled liznrds, silver-spangled lizards,
golden-spangled lizards with broken enps, and silver-spangled lizords with
broken caps.

Twenty vears ago and upwards thore was o breed of lizards known
among fonciera by the nome of * blue lizards.” I have fver scen bnt
three of thoss magnificent birds, which I bought. Itis seventeen or
eighteen years since the last of these died, sud 1 have nover been able to
procure anothor specimen of them, although I hinve unsed every effort to
doeo. I have been told by soveral very old fanciors that they were
plentiful enough forty or fifky years ngo: now they appear to be quite
extinot? What o pity!  Thoy were totally differont from the silver lizards
of the present day.  The ground colour of these birds was a beautiful
soft bloish groy, but decidedly blne in tint, and the spanglos were
particularly well defined and clear, nod az white az newly.molten silver.
I eonsider they were by far the handsomest of all the lizard vavieties.

Pointsg—Thoe golden-spangled lizard should be in its grouwmd or
body eolour a deep rich golden bronze green, or fine old mesa groen, guito
nontral in tint, and soft nnd somewhat velvety in appearance, with the
green eo subdned and blended with yellow, &e., n& to loso that hard,
harsh vividness, so peculine to bad specimens of this variety., In fnct,
the gronnd eolonr of o good lizard i somewhat diffieunlt to describe
necurately, and to imitate it eorrectly wonld require n combination of
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varvions colonrs in diffecent proporlions, sueh as geeen, vellow, sienna,
nmbor, and black, with o slight tinge of rod sod Bluwe, aml it would
probably prove o task of no mean dificulty to s poeetical and aecom-
plished srtist to reprosent it fnithfully.

The silver lizands aro much lightor or groyer in colour than the golden
birds; in other resposts they should resomble sach other very elosely,
Thelutter, howover, are considerad the greatest favonrites with fanclers,
and whon good specimens wnd in fine sondition they mro most exquisitely
beantifnl, nlthough it very froquontly happena that the bost enpped birds
ar most defivient in spangles, and vico versd,

The eap of n prize bLird ought to be olliptic in form, nnd shonld
commenen at the top of the baso of the nppor mandible, and extend
in & parallel line immodistely over the top of each eve, leaving
f slight mark above the oyo like o pencil line, or slight eycbrow, and
should teyminats at the base of the akull. It i3 o most diffienlt matter
to breeed o lizand with a porfect cap, or even an approximation to. one.
Some birds aras over-capped, whilst others are considerably under-
cappad. Both aro fanlis: buk an over-capped bied, providing the onp
does not extond too far below the line, is preforable to oo under-capped
bird. Some eaps run in a line with the lower instead of the upper part
of the upper mandible, and descend below the eye.  ‘Ihis is a grave fanlt;
and all birds possessing caps of this deseription are only fit for atock
purposes.  When the eap is formed from the lower portion of the Bill, it

.makes the bird appear to have a white face : and a bird thas disfigured is

termed “bald faced.”  With the cxcoption of white foathers in tha wings
and tail, this is probably one of the groatest dofoets o bird of this variety
can possess. ®*The eap is ono of the cseentinl qualifientions in o good
liznrd.

The fight ond tail feathers. of o lizard, whether molden or silver
spangled, should be bluck, ns nlso the wing nnd tail covorts ; and the
more intense and brilliant they are in this respect, the more valoable is
the bird on this ncconnt. Bub these fenthers are ull more or loss Tringed
ot the extrome outer edges with & golden or silvery hne, according to the
variety of tho bird ; but neither the tail nor the flight feathers in the
wingd should be spangled in » show specimen. A bird may by accidont
shed o wing or tail fenther, which they frequontly do: and when they are
roproduced they show the “ half moon;™ buot this in no wise can be
regarded ns n disqualifieation, plthongh it may to rome extent be looked
upon as g detraction, and might bo considerad ns such in the event of
two birds proving of equal merit in all other points. The thront, broost,
sidea of nock, belly, and vent of the bird should be oz uniform in colour
thronghont ns pozsible. Somo birds are much lighter in colonre st the sides
of the belly near the thighs than they nro on the breast, &e. This is a
defeot. The bredst of o good bird iz regularly spangled, although the

-
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epangles aro so delieato that it requires n strong side light to see them
l-:l--l-'”-'il"'-!ﬂ}'- Bome birdg—nand good bivde, too—arestriped withrdarker ehado
of colour down the breast, bul the less these siripes nro observable the
better. From tho termination of thio eap at ile back of the head to the end
of the saddle feathers the grownd colonr ehould be uniform, but darker than
the brenst and belly, ny theso foathers nre slinded with black, and cach of
them should bo clearly * mooned "' or spangled round the end or botiom
with yellow or bnfl (gold or silver), and the more distinet and well-
defined these spangles nre the more it enlances the value of the bird.
As the fenthers upon the neck of a bivd are much smoller in proporiion
to those which cover the back, the spanglos, ns o natural sequence, are
much cloger, and consequently they appear more numerous than they do
upon the back of the bird, where the fenthers are lorger nnd the
spangles more distinet. This gives the bird an appearaves of being
lighter in colonr round the neck or collnr, more expecially in o silver-
spangled bind, and, instend of being, a5 might be supposed, o drawback,
it adds greatly to its benuty, and is indicative of very high breeding
and ruperfor quality. Tho spangling should not be broken up or Ineed,
bot ought to appear porfoctly distinet throughout, both in form and
finigh, and this is one of the greatest points of beanty and nttraction in
the lizard eanary, Ower the hody fenthers there appears, in the golden-
spangled lizards, o gort of subdued golden shade or light, called by some
fangiers tho “crine,” and in the silver-spongled birds it is of a fino
silvery groy hue, and adds much to their bonuty ; some Linds are quite
destitute of this luminosity—a sure indieation of conrse breeding or buid
blood. =

The legs, fect, and bills are considered by most fanciers to look best
when dark, but, for my port, I attach very liftle importance to this
feature, and I regard it only as o secondary considerntion, as T hove nlmost
invariably noficed that such birds ns possess them naturally (for too
many of them are artificially produced) arc too green in their ground
colour—and the ground colonr i= a speciality which onght to be regarded
ag o gine gud non in an exhibition bivd.  The bwo most beautiful and peefect
epecimens of this variety of bird T over eow had red or flesh-coloured
legs and feet ; in all other respects thoy woro tho nearest approsimation ta
perfection that could be imagined.

The lizard canarics are from 47in. to 5tin. in length upon an avernge.
The hend should be rather large than otherwise, with an abundnnen of
width between the cyes, and flattish on the crown; the beak rather stout
sud short ; the neck thick, and inclined to be short rather than long; the
breast broad, round, and foll ; the shonlders brond; the back wide,
alightly curved outwardly ; the tail should hang obiusely from the body ;
the ends of the wings should rest apon the base of the tail ; the logs
thould be somewhat short; and the carringe of the bird ensy, graceful,
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and somi-evcet. The eap, colonr, ™ erine’ and spangling are the chict
charneteristios in binds of this variety.
Standard of Ercellonce,~Tho following ia the standacd, 100 poinés
representing perfection :
Braxpanp vor Jroaisa Lizanp CANARIES,

Pn:unhl.
Hend nnd cngk.

Bpangled ... =
lm'-ll:u.-l-.\s'l-:mr . 15
“ Crine,” or !um:lu:-nh i
o oy T
Conlition... T
Cottonr nil o pvim i}
Foathors, for quality .. i
Wings aml tail, for b |.1l ness in :lll-h. 1
Tags nudd fect . i e &
Tatal... SRR IR s ||

Tho head mnst ba full, brosd, and fAattish on the crown; tha eap oval,
elear, rich in eolonr, and well formed, nud must not come below the ey,
and ought to terminate in front at the top of the bill, and at the back at
the bass of the skell, The spangles must bo elear, regnler, and well
defined.  The colour mugt be rich, soft, and mollew, and level throughout,
and quite fres from suy decidedly green tingo.

Tirjre—The bird from which our illnsteation was taken ia the properfy
of Mr. T. W. Fairbrass, of 3, London-voad, Contorbury. Ibstood firstinn
elnas of fifteen at the Crystal Palace Show ot Sydenham (1875), the majority
of which had boen successful competitors ab other shows, He won with the
moat consummate ense, being vastly suporior in all vespects to any of his
gntagonists, and a thorongh champion all over, his colonr, eap, contonr,
and spangling boing exquisitely grand, and almoat perfoct ; the greatest
fanlt observable being that he is rather too muoch striped down the sides
of the nbdomen. Mr. Fairbrass is probally one of tho oldest and most
extomsive breeders of this greatly admired varicly of eannries living, and
& protty sueeeasful exhibitor ns well. Sovoral prize winners in previens
years have been bred from bicds procursd from his aviery by other
fanciers.




CHAPTER XV,

THE LONDON FANCY.

Breeders,—Thesg birds sre rare, handsome, and costly, but somewhat
tender and delicate in thoir constitutions. They nre great fnvourites with
many of the London fanciers, but owing to their want of stamine and
vigour, combined with the exorbitant prices that are demanded for good
specimens, they are not very popular with the “faney™ at large,
Indeed, this breed at the present time may be considered ns boing in the
hondz of a eeleet fow. Mr. W, Bredrick, of Chudleigh; Mr. James
Waller, of London ; and Mr, Thomns Clark, of Sutton, in Sorrey, are
probably the chicf and most sueceasful breeders oxtant.

Origin-—Although many of the admivers of this variety of eanary remard
them ns o distinet breed, Tam decidedly of opinion thst they hnve originated
from the lizanl eanaries, snd I 'know that o great number of thoronghly
practical and oxporiencmd fanciors entertain the samo iden as myself.
Having proponnded a theory, it is only right thet I shonld give some
renson for so doing. The title “ London foney " implies that the bhreed
iz peculiar to, or originated in Londom, in the same manner as the
“ Norwich faney ' doubtless had its origin in the town of Norwich, the
* Beotel fancy * in Scotland, and the * Yorkshive faney ' in Yorkshire :
oud the bird not Leing indigenons, must necessarily have been manufac.
tured.  Indeed, it i n well-kmown fact that the latber varicties nre
produced by cross breeding, that is to say, by matching two or more
distinet varieties together, ond therehy producing o new voricty, Some
people do not like the idea thot any of their pots should be considered
mongrels, but T contend that when once 2 variely is established whose
individuality is s0 marked and distingnishable by eortain pooulinritios,
i which can be reproduced nb pleasure, that it is no longer desceving
of the term mongrel; and T farther conbendthat to produce o new
variety of any kind, whethor it be in dogs, pigeons, poultry, or cannries,
ia to bring about u result indicative of the highest art or scionso of
breeding, and, therefore, ismore worthy of comnmendution than condemnation.

T
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If wmy ficst proposition i3 conceded, T de not think that anyone will
doubit that the lisard canary i< the most prominent cross to he found
in these birds, ns it is well kuown thot o young London fancy in its neat
feather, if o pood apecimen, so elosoly resombles the young of the lizards
thut none other than really exporionsed faneiors can distinguish the one
varioty from the other, in fact, T have had young lizsrds in oue esge mnd
young London fancicd in another adjoining, and I have known many mon
who have bred ennarios for several years, who weee totally unable to sny
whioh were which., Another reason in support of my supposition that
thie Londen faney canaries have in the first instance been srtificially
producoed i= that the young binds vary vory much in plumage in their
nest fenther, some being all davk excopt the eap, whilst others nro ofton
picd like o common variegated canary, awl these specimens aro produced
in the szmo nest, and you requive to Ureed a goodly number cro you
sneeood in getting two or threo birds snfficiently perfect to show, nuil that
exelusive of all accidents, In further support of wy theory I will quote o
fow fugts within my own knowledge, and which have tended greatly to
confirm mo in my opinion.

I omeca pub o lizard canary nud o “ London fancy " together; tho
produce of this cross resembled bad lizards, The next season I matched
one of these hirds with a clear Norwich connry ; the result of this cross
were, to all intents and purposes, well bred Norwieh eanarics, bwt all
were more or less marked—two =lightly, whilst the third, a hen, wis a
beautifnl buff, with evenly marked wings and cloar tail, no oye-markings
I showed her in an evenly-marked Norwich clasa twiee, nud she was very
highly commended at ono show and third prize at the other. When she
sculted the noxt season her wing-markings disappeared, loaving nothing
beyond a grizely trace of their former loveliness. I conpled this hen
with o ticked Norwich eock, and several of their produce wore mevked
abont the head and neek, hut on monlting the marks vanished almost
eatirely. Tho colonr of the young birds from the lask cross was
reanarkable for it Jepth and richness of lme. T mentien 1his eircum.
atatice to show that the markings in these birds disnppeared in tha same
mannes a3 the dark feathers do in the © London fancy " varicty, and wero
changed for o clear, or almost clear plomaga.

An sequaintance of mine several years ago bred o nest of young bivds
between o London fancy'' and a lizard eanary; the offspring of this
eross bo mated, one with a ** London faney™ and the other two with
lizards. He continned his cxperiments for fonr or five years, putting
those bred from the lisard eross with lizards again, and those from the
London faney cross with that breed again, so thot in the end no fruce of
the cross breeding was discornible on cither side, in fact, he always
eontended that it preatly improved both breeds. T mm nob so suro aboub
the lizards, although T know that some of the birds so bred distingmishied
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themselvos at some of onr Lest shows: to my thinking, they wero too
light In body colonr, and the spangling not so vegular and five in finish
a4 8 rood Weard sught to be,  Another fnet in confirmation of my Lhoory,
and I am done. T onee purchased o good yellow lizand cock from o noted
breeder of these bicds; e was abont cighteen months old when I got
Wi, and in fine feathor. I brod from him several YOonT# in snecesaion, ll.11l.t
hiad him until he was cight years old, whon ke died ; evory time this
bird meulted ho became lizhter and clearer in colour, until, at the ago
of seven yoars, i conld scarveely have been distingnished from o London
fancy bird at tho age of two yoors: his ground colour was quite clear,
and he looked as if he had been slightly deedged over with black peppor.
Thess facts, I submit, speak volumes in support of the idea T entortain in
regund to the origin of this wonderfnl and clegant variety of cannry—
the troe London faney. No donbt it vequired years of study and
judicions erossing to bring them to pérfection.

Were I n regular breeder of this variety of birds, I would not hesitate
to erosa them with a lizard cavary ccensionnlly, sny, onco in five or seven
yoars ; if this is not done, I am nfraid that the days of these lovely goma
aro numbered, and that they will soon become extinet, for aleeady the
jnand-in breeding is telling with painful effect upon their constitutions ;
in fact, to quoto tho exact words of an old faucier, who observed to
m¢, in referonce to that variety, not long ago, I would not bother with
them, they are all as rotten ns blown pesrs.'*

Nest Feather Birds,—London faney cannries in their first or neat fonthors
ehonld ressnble very closaly the young of tho lizard canaries; they
should appesr dark all over, except their caps, which should be clear,
but very fow of them rench this criterion of excellence, many of them
appearing irregularly marked or pied, but in any case the tail and the
larger or fiying feathers of the wings ought to be all black., When these
birds monlt the first time they shed all their feathors oxcept those of the
wings aud tnil, the proeess of moulting being obeervod fivat on cach side
of the breast.  The new coat comes clear ns the dak fenthors disappear,
and when theroughly moulted the bodies of the birds appear in o rich
bright clear plumage, or noarly so, with the dark wings and tails. They *
are thew in their moat perfoct state as show bieds, and nevor afterwards,
as whon thoy monlt the following season they shed their tail and wing
feathers, and these are reproduced almost clear, being merely grizeled in
place of being block. The young of these birds, howover, although bred from
perents which have moulted elear, appear in the dark plumago in their
negt feather, and wndergo the ssme process ns their parents did beforn
them ; this s the great and attractive foatnre or peeulinrity of this
particalar variety of ernaries.

Breeding.—In breeding Loudon fancy cannries, it is enstomary to mateh
o jonquo and menly bird together, buot it will be found advantageous to
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breed from two mealies occasionally, for by this plun you increnso tho
sizo amd substance of yonr birds, and it tends greatly to fmprove the
feathor, more particnlarly in firmness sud fringo. Tt will deteact slightly
from the colour if resorted to too frequontly, but this must be aveided.

These binds are not only diffioult to broed in auything like perfoetion,
but the greatest possiblo ears i3 required in wonlting themw, and when
mounlted in presorving them inback; for if o tail or wing feather (Right
feather) is prematurely shed or beaton ont, it s cortain to bo reprodacod
clear or grizaled, sl this circumstanes alone wonld debar o bird from
compoting successfnlly at any show, It {4, therofore, of the preatest im-
portance to moult these birds in soparate cages, and in some quict corner
of a room, The principal London breeders have cages muide cxprossly
for moulting these birds. Thoy are o sort of box eago, boing mude of wood
on all sides with a wire front, bat immodiately behind this is ploced
n glaes slide, which ia scldom whelly withdrawn ; o portion of the top of
the eage, too, is made to fold baok with hinges, liko a door, nnd inaide of
thisis fixed a small wired frame.  This is used for supplying the ccenpant
of the eage with frosh air. I do not advocate moulting birds in theso
boxed-in cages. I prefer an open wirs enge, with o very thin ealico cover
made to fib over it and tin down with strings at the bottom, as it
aniawers all the requirements of the first-named cage, with the additional
adrantage of furnishing the oconpant with more ventilation and fresh air,

Classes.—There are only two classes of this vacioty of canary, viz,,
jonques and mealiea (yellows and hufls),

Points.—The ekicf featurcs in the London faney canaries arn their doap,
bright, lozurinot plumage, their beautiful blaek wing-markings and
hlack tails, and the fine, soft, silky nppenranee of thoir feathers. Tha
jonque birds should be nlmest orange in tint throughont the bedy
feathers, with a silvery lnminous appearsnee porvading the onter snrfnce ;
but this appearance, which s commonly called the “meal,” i3 more
conspienous upon the bufl birds, or’ “mealics,” as thoy nre usually
termed.

In size these birds vary from 4}in. to Siin. in length. The head-
ghould be round and broad, but o little fattish on the crown i the neck
rather short and thick ; the chest broad and full; the back broad, and
slightly curved ontwardly; the lega short, and the position somi.nreat.
A great many of the London fenciers regard the body colonr as of the
first importance, and this is looked for more particulacly on the crown of
tho head, or, as it is nsually styled, tho * enp,” which must be capacious
and expansive; also upon the breast snd throst, which must be very
fully developed, likewise npon the seapulars or shoulder blades, and the
rump ; the colour muet be pure and brillinnt, and as freo from tinge
or mottle as possible, snd even and regular, mere especially on
the *“cap " and breast ; the wings and tails, ton, are of grent importance,

M
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and to produce them free from that dingy, dusky, grizely-looking hue, is °
probably the most diffienlt tosk o broeder hns to encountor, and henoe L
think that too little weight is froquently attached to this very important
feature in o good Wnd. The large feathers in the wings, and also the )
tnil feathers, shonld bo as nearly jot Wwek ns they onn bo got, with a *
nice gloss upon them ; they shonld Lo entively freo from prizzle; & good
snddle, too, is nvery decided advantage, anud improves the ap ppearaice of
o bird immonsely. -

Standard of Eroellonce—~The following standard gives the relative
valiue of each point, one hundred being the maximmm

Sraxpanp ron Jupomsa Loxpox Fascr Casirpies.
Poinis,
Colour, for intensity, brillancy nml regularity, more
partionlarly on head, breast, soapaulars wid roag
Wings and Tail, for de |at1| of tong nud brigltness ol colour [

]

|:l'|m'||-|.hm|t anid also for forntion o5
Zaddle, for fullness, shape, nud eoalour L
Size of Bird, lengih and stoutuess I T
Contour nid Lumuhr 2 AL 7
Quality anad firmsness of fentler 7
Liygs nnd nndorflue, for bluckness 5
Throat, for ﬂ]ﬂtlﬂ!\- CLLBE.. +

Total . : o AP

Judging.~In julging London fancy vaparies mueli care is needed, for | _—a"
they are & class of birds that can be wonderfully improved in the hands
of skilful and unprincipled exhibitors.
Type.~The bird represented in our engraving p. 73 is the property
of 3r, James Waller, of London, one of the mest sugcessful breoders and
exhibitors of theze birds living,  Itis considered o good specimen, but has
ghort stunted wing coverlets, which detract greatly from its otherwise
good looks. |
In the engraving the eniline is not so life-like as Teonld have dosived,
and the wing-marking is shown too heavy., Should another edition be
ealled for, a frosh drawing shall be snbstituted,

p——_




CHAPTER XVI.

ANY OTHER VARIETY OF CANARY.

Dheleh Canaries.—This varioty, onee so popular among English fanciers,
i3 now almozt obsolete. It i3 probably in gize the larpest of all the
eanpry tribes—indeed, they way Le fairly considered as the ginuts of

their rnco.
A pood epecimen of a Daoteh faney canary, or, ag they are sometimes
inaptly termed, ' Dutch DBelgizne,” is a large handeome bird, with &
small, sleok, exquisitely formed head, a long straight neok, o well-shaped
body of conziderable length, good subsiantial ghoulders, broad amd
mazsive, but not clevated like o Belgion faney bivd, o fing projecting
chest, & good meat waist, long, well-formed logs, and a long, narrow,
compact, sweeping tail, with a bold, evect, and noble enrringe. They are
mostly very rough in feather on their bodies, and are heavily frilled both
on the breast and back, gomo of them to such an extent ng to give them n
gort of woolly appearance. They are a hardy, robust rnee of birds, and
it spema to ba a great pity that they have become so unpopular and
voglected—indeed, g0 much so, that they have eomplotely fallen into
disuse, baving been entirely superseded by the Belginn faney canaries.
(ireen Canaries—The primitive type of the Canarin race is snid to
have been mostly green in colour; but there are now o great many
different breeds of * green canaries,’” the result of cross-breeding by
pairing birds of totally different and distinet varictics” together. The
prineipal considerntion in these birds is their colonr. Thero are varions
ghades of * green,” but that most highly prized ia the light, clear, pure,
grecn known as * graes green ;' and nogreen canary, if a good speci-
men, shonld e as free as it can Lo obinined from dark stripes on tho
breast and back, and likewise from that cloudy, dueky, slode-colonred hue so
commonly met with in the majority of birds of this clags, Those obtnined
by crossing the Norwich fancy and lizard varieties together nre very rich in
eolonr ; but the handsomest green hirds 1 ever raw were brod betweon o
jongna lizard cock canary and o bnff cinnamon hen.  Some fanciers thinlk

a3
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n great deal more of birds of this varioty when they possesa large size and
good shape ; and to obtain these pointa they cross thom with the Belgian
fancy and other broeds distingnished for hinving the=o qualitics in an
eminent dogreo : but, novertholess, eolonr is the first point of admirtion,
and it should be diffused with ovenuoss awd eogularity over il parts of
tho bird. Light-coloured sides, thrents, vents, and thighs are all faglts of
greater or lesser importanee, although the two last-named are net very
SOTLOMWS Gued,

To breed good spocimens of this variety I would recommend n ficst
cross between a lizard and o elbnamen eonery.  Choose from this
croas the Lest eoloured and largest bicds, and re-cross them with pure
green ot very heavily marked Norwich faney cannrics. To improve the
contour and inceease the siza of this varicty of eannries T wonld advise n
furthor cross with o green pied bird (strong in green), bred between a
Belgian faney and a cinnamon or a cinnnmon vorfegated canary, and by
adhering to these rules, and following up closely the recrossing in the
mode pointed out, nnd resorting, when necossary, to o littlo in-and-in
breeding to eatablish those [eatnres most admired ond sought to be
obtained, n pood and reliable breed can by these means be permanontly
eatablishad.

Green canaries are divided into two elnsses, the jongues and mealies,
althongh they are nlmoat invarinbly shown togoether in one class.

The Standard for judzing green canaries iz as follows (100 to represcut
a perfect spocimen)

Braspann ror JUnarsn GREES CAXanies,

Paoiata,

Colour, for purlty, richmess, clenmoess, ﬂtpmni tone,
and regularity throughot ... 4
qflnll“' il Bliean... ” 15
iz nnd eontour ... 25
Loluhllnu unrl fmﬂmr 15
Boddls i ]
D e it v v s i e S

German Conaries,—Theze are the common type of caoaries, and they
are prized solely on neconunt of their song. They aro tanght by the
Germans (artisans chiefly) to fmitate the songa of other birda nnd the
notea of muzical instruments, and are valued nccording to their capa-
bilities a3 muaicians.

Thae birds most in favour with the Dritish public are thoso that
have learnt the song of the nightingnle and woodlark, and with water-
bubble notes, long trills, and variations, ‘Thoy are imported. annonily by
most of the respectable denlers in Lomdon and other large towns, and
vary in price from 104 to 218, each. "Those birds that are intonded to
he instructed in the art of eeng are removed {rom theic parents at
an early age and reared by hand. Almost as soon as thoy begin to
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twitter they are plseed under their instructors in an apartment far
removed from the sound of any cannry still in posscssion of its ** natural
wood notes wild."

When they are ablo to fosd thomselves thoy are placed in o room with
some five or #ix others that are intended to bo tanght the same song or sot
of notes. IR i3 customary to keep them in total darkness during the early
honre of tuition, and semetimes it 15 found advisable to have recourse to
hunger to muke thom atbentivg and subservient. Great patience and
persoveranes are needed to moke them anything like proficient scholare in
this branch of education, and so powerful are their notnral instincts, that
instanees are on record whero somoe of tho best tanght and most magterly
szong=ters have been completely spoilt by beine hung in closo proximity
for m fow months to abird that was an nrdent exponent of his own natural
laye. It must not be forgotton by those who delight in keeping canaries
that hove lenmt the song of other birds, or to imitate the notes of
any musical instrument, that thoy conse singing during the season for
moulting, and at that time they are very apt to veject their artificinl notes
for the natural melody of their rece, therefore it will be most pruedent to
remove them doring this pericd boyond the soumd pnd hearing of any
other bird of their kind.

Cross Breeds.—Birds brod betweon the lizard and Nerwich [ancy eanaries,
or between the London fancy nnd Belgian funcy, or any other eross between
separnte and distinet varieties, nre named cross breeds, but in some towns
some of these crosses have distinguishing names given to them, ns for
instance, some people call three.parts bred lizurd conariea ' spangle
backs." Then agnin, the birds frequently denominated * French canaries™
come within this entegory, os they nre morely three.quarter bred Belgian
fancy canaries. Nong of thess crosses, excopting the cismamon and
variogated ecinnamon, are of any real intrinsic value, as they are unsed
principally for experimental purpedes only.




CHAPTER XVII

CANARY MULES.

Goldinch and Conary Mulss.—Formoerly theao elegnnt and highly. prized
bybrids were all ghown in one clas:, under the general heading of * Gold-
finch and Canary Mules" and the role for judging them in those daye
was, to nse the vernacular of that period, * nearest the ennary,” which is
meant to signify o bird with tho fowest dark fosthers on its body. At the
present day, however, there are proper classes for these birds ot most of
onr * All England " shows, and they are eapable of the following divisions
and sub-divisions: Clear or ticked yellow, clear or ticked bufl, evenly-
marked yellow, ovenly.morked buff, unevenly-marked yellow, nnevenly-
marked Luff, dark jonque, dack bnff.

A goldinch and canary mule with a perfectly clear body and a rich,
deep broad fourish round the beak, is tho rarest and most valusble of all
the canary hybrids, more particularly if the uoder flue or smnll beody
fonthers next the skin are clear a3 well. Next in estimotion to a bird of
this deseription is one very lightly ticlked : in fuct, the one most nearly
resembling o clesr bird—henee the ferm “ neareat the canary.” Size,
colour, contonr, festher, nnd condition are all points of merit in birds of
this kind ; but the aforonnmed qualitics fur outweigh every other con-
siderntion in jodging thom. The evenly.marked variety is, to my thinking,
by far the handsomest, and i€ is, without doubt, tho most popular, The
even markinge, the rich ornngoe band thot surrounda the bill, commonly
called the * flourish,” the colour, which should be elear, pure, and delicate
in tint, and free from any elaty-coloured binge, are nmong the chiel poiuts
of merit in this class of mules.

The following Standard of Exeellenee for evenly-marked mules has boon
earcfully made, each fenture having been duly weighed nnd fully con.
gidered, and a percontnge aceorded to them separately, showing their
rolative valmo; 100 peints is fixed a3 roprosenting tho highost excellence
attainoble ;
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Srj..-.'.!-xnn you Jemiixia EvesScy-aankrkp Qoteriscn Moves,

Moluts
Head, beak, nud foarish ... e By W N K T
Eye ruul\.lll L] ARl 15
Wi ing-mnrking ||u'| s.u ﬂln A o8
Colour 1o inciude tha vellow burs on m.y Wi s A
Sita ... k -]
Freedom from a1 l_'| dark tlmse on chos ok, vent, rump
andl thicln ., R ; G B
Cleas |.1|'|.1E crifuae 5 - 3
Cunlity of feather owld condition .. .. oo : 8
Clesar Tozs nwil Tt ., 3
v 1 P B 3~ SRR Rt 11

A bird with even eye nnd wing markings, and n dark fonthor on each
gide of the tail, i3 considersd a legitioate show bicd in this class, and,
in point of perfection, standa next to the * fonr pointed ™ birds,

The Standand of BExeellence for Unevenly-mavked Birds, the conditions
being tho same n% those referred to in the last-named class, ave ns
follows =

Sraxpanny roR Jupaide Useveyir-Haekenr GoreriNon MuLes.

Point=

Hearl, beak and Bonrislh | .o imeiia bt s nsrinaer meviases W0
Colonr ! ol ‘ a5
S ] COIEOLE 1. vovnms s o esoerantiisncsrcren sxiasanis T
Marking | P A o 2 15
SEnlille ... sav ]
Froodom T 1r|'- 1l -:l |:| k I:||| rat -.'-u. l-u-'l;. I-;ulll.l.r\: AR Tix
Clear underilue ., ey L o . 10
Quality and condition e L L e it S A T

Total...... REE =t N S W |

In this class the markings are oot nearly of so much importance as they
are in the first named elass—ceolour, size, and shape are woighty matters
in judging these hirds, and are allowed for necordingly. The markings to
be preferred to all others are oven wings and eyes, with a solitnry dork
feather on one side of the tail, or aven wings and one oye-marking only ;
next in point of merit to thess wo prefor o bicd srith evenly- mnrkc.:] wings
and a small eap or apot on the head.

When hybrids between the goldfineh and canary ean 1w procured
resembling the one shown in our illustration, they may bo considored
both valuable and rore, and are very beautiful to leok npon, The bird
from which the eut was taken belongs to Mr. J. Docl, of Stonehouse,
Devon. It took first prize at the Cryatal Palece Show in 1875, in & class
of thirteen competitors. The eye-markings are not quite porfect in form,
but in all other respects tho bird is par excellpnce, and very difficult to
put mside, ns it possosses good size, colour, form, and feathor, and iz in
reality o gem. It is wonderful where Mr. Doel gots all the grand mules
he exhibits, for year after vear he disposes of all comera at the Crystal
Palace Show—the enly ghow, I am told, where he condescends to exhibit
hiz prodigios specimens,
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Dark goldfinch mules are jndged forsize, eolour, and contounprineipally,
but rich dazzling colour, nad more partioularly o Inrge flery Lluze round
the beak smid down the bremst of the bicd, nre of the firel iniporianee,

The Standard of Execllenco for Dark Goldfinel Mules is ns nader s

Braxpanb ron Jopcixa Dapk GoLprvisco MruEs,

. oints.
Head, beak nnd faarish e e S . o
Bodr, colour minl biist o e 2ok B
Bize niil conloar ..., e A b S s
Cruality of teathors ..., e, £ T 5
Comlition ... hEL e HY R . LB
FEnvldle i P & 5
Eloon or menl 55 5 ey Sl PR
Golden lavs on wougs, lov extension ool Lrillnsey in
GOIME i st
L5 1 R e e s

Itrwen Linnet and Conary Mules—There is seldom more than one
closs for these birds ot any shows. When this ia the onse they are
judged for the nearest resemblunee to o cloar camary.  Next to n bird of
this sort comes an evenly-marked bird ; the dark varictios are of very
little value. These hybrids are more frequently shown in the clusses for
*any other variety of canary mules ** than otherwise.

Bizkin and Canoey. Males—8iskin mules nro, generally speaking, not
very attractive birds to loek at, and sinety-five out of every hundred of
them rezemble the sizkin 20 much, particularly if bred from o green
canary hen, that it requires o thoroughly practised eve bo discern wherein
the differcuce lics. The one forming the subject of the engraving is
quite an excoeptional bird: and I never remember baving seen one in
which the canary colonurs predominated so strongly. This bicd is tho
property of Mr. R, Howman, of 94, Marton.rond, Middlesborough, o well-
known and esteemed faucier and sneeessiul exbibitor. It took first prize
in class 37, “ Any Other Variety of Canary Mule,' at the Crystal Pulace
ghow in 1875, beating five other competitors,

hker Faricties of Mueles—There are, in addition to-the varietics of
canary mules already specified, those bred betweon the preenfineh and
canary ; but they are regurded ns of littlo value, and are only shown in
an “any other variety of mule” class; but whonever n good speaimen
of 8 brown linnet mule, or & mule bred betwess o bullfineh and goldfinch,
is ehown against them, it invarinbly happens that one or other of the
lnst-named varieties bears away the pelm.  Bechstein, in hizs book
cotitled ** Cage and Chamber Birds."' nt page 286, mentions an instones
where o friend of his {Dr. Jas=ny, of Frnu'llifnrtuan-t]m-'_\[qincj suceeeded in
producing mules between a bullfinch and cannry, but I have never #een o
well-authenticnted specimen of this crose. 1 know the Linds pair readily
enough, but their egge, o far ne my experienes gots, mever prove
freitful. I bavescen two Lirds wsid to be hylrids of this sork, but I
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SISKIN AND CANARY MULE.
{Fipat Troize of the L'.-‘H.:! Palace, 1675.)
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am eonvineed that the one wos o Hecked eanary with o malformed bill,
and the other o mule between n conary and a greenfinch,

For further information on tho subjeet of hybeids, see the chapter
devoted te “*Mule Breeding."




CHAPTER XVIII.

WASHING CANARIES.

To the uninitiated, washing birds is not only a tedions but a diffieunlt
operation, and one not unfrequently attended with fatal results in the
hands of inexperienced manipulators, but to those who have been regn-
Inrly nccustomed to propare birde for exhibition, for any longthened
period, It becomes o matter of small concern, and o bicd is toilettod and
put theough its ablutions, without the least compunction or misgiving ;
but for all that it requires great caro and skill to do it well and sutis-
factorily. If a bird iz improperly waahed it looks worse then it would do
if it were moderately dicky,

Fanciers who live in suburban residences or in the.country do nol
require to wash their birds so froquently for exhibition as those people
« who live in large over-grown towns whore smoke and dust appoar as
thoogh they were componont parts of tho ntmosphere, o that clean,
sprightly, pay-coloured birds get so begrimed and besmenrod with divt,
that they are barely recognizable n week after thoy have beon washed.
In nll such cases as these, birds shown for colonr chiefly, or even where
colonr forms an important consblerntion, must of necessity be washed for
cach show ot which they nre intended to Lo exhibited, otherwise the
labour nnd expense ineurred in sefding them will bo entirely thrown
away, for unless a bied is as cloan *as paint™ it hos o meagro chance of
EUCOEEE.

* A great number of amatenr fanciers nowadays raeh headlong into the
too prevalent practice of elaiming prize birds, thinking, ns they no doubt
do, that it is only necossary to securo nfow birds of this staw s, wnd send
them to a cortain number of shews, when, according to their theory and
calemlntions, they will be reimbursed for their outluy by obtaining prizes.
DBut they appear to forget, or ontively ignore® the fact thab these birds
require to be properly prepared for eath essy : and if they aro neglected
the chances are that they will be inevitably overthrown, for it is nsto.
nishing what a chango in position o slight differonce in mppearance will

"
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offect nt times. DBut this ia not to Lo =0 much wondered at after all, if
poople woulld enly consider the groat ditlieultios judges have to oneountor,
now and again, in diseriminating botween the relative qualitics of two
birds (especially in clears), so olosely s the race for honours vontested
in =omo clpzaes, To give an instance in point, [ may relate that I
have known u bird fake prizes nk ovory ehow it was sent to by ono man,
FE'E when it fell inte the hnmls of another, amd wes sent to compote
among the sume binds that he had hitherto defeated, with the same
judges officinting, ho got nothing beyond o mere commendation, and in ono
instanon was panssed by withont notiee. I rvefer to thege facts to ennblo
me to show clearly and plainly the great need there exista for the eloscst
attention nnd care in washing birds properly nmd thoroughly, and in
preparing them in a aystematic and scientific manner, without which it is
n waste of time and money to attempt to show birds.

Before you begin o practize upon & bird it wonld ba advisable, if an
apportunity presentod itself, to watch somo experienced person perform
the operation, ns you would doubtless learn more readily in this way thax
in any other; but where it is not possible to do so, then it will Le best to
procecd in tho following manner : First of all, supply yourself with a
plece of good soap—I prefor old brown Windsor to all other kinds—two
pieces of soft Hannel, serupulously clean ; two or throe niee solt cotton
eloths, or old silk handlcerchiefs, without spot, stain, or tinge npon them ;
two large-sized basins—wnsh-basing are most suitable—two quart jogs, o
large kettle full of boiling water, and a plentiful supply of purecold water
as well : a ehair or two, and o stool made for a low seat.  Having provided
youraelf with the foregoing, you may procesd o eatel the birds you
intend to wash and put them in o enge altogether. I they quarrel,
throw & cover over them ; for, if they aro show birds, which is generally
presumed, thoy must not ba pormitted to pluck each other. Flico them
upon & tabla or some convenient spot near yeu; but, ero you begin to
operate, you must provido yenrself with another eage, which ghould be
thoroughly cleancd out and washed, or well robbed with a cloth, and tho
bottom of it sprinkled with elean saml; thisis to put the birds in to get
ired off. In nddition to this, yon will require o drying eage. Formerly
T used a Belginn canary show cage, which Tlaid upon its side, with perclios
fixad erosswiso insida of it, and T had it covered externally with flannel
entirely, except the doorway, and firmly sewn all over it, wilh a long
picee stitched nt tho hinge ride of the door to fold over the opening cut
ot to allow the door to work when needed ; this is o mest essendinl and
indizpensable requirite, as the birds dry more pidly in this way than in
any other. Latterly, however, T have nsed o box which I contrived
purposcly for deying birds in, and it onswers admirably; it i3 sixteen
anches long, eight inches wide, and ten inches In depth ; it is made with o
solid wool bottom, the portion ferming the Ledy is fromed with inch
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aquare laths, and then covered with flannel ; one of the ends is done over
with perforated sine to admit the sir, whilst the other bis o (ramed glass
door hung on hinges to let in lght (the gliss conld Lo made to slide ina
groove if ueed bo), which ennbles the operator to seo at o glanes if all is
right within and likewise how the ocoupants progress, Two perches aro
fixesd inzide by letting two upright mininture posts into the bottom ; thesoe
arge threo inches in height, aml cross pieces are fastened to them with
small sevews from the top, When the drying bex is not Leing used it
should be folded in two paper covers aml kept in anothoer box or eslico
bag to keep the dust from it.

I will now proceed to deseribo the process of washing minutely :
First of all place the stool & <hort distance from the fire ; stiv the fire if
necessary and make it a good ome, snd mke out all the dust from the
bar=. Having done this pluce the drying box or eage upon the stool, to
got it thoronghly warmeid throngh ; and sprend the cotton cloths, or old
silk handkerchief ovor it so that they may get well warmed by the time
they are required ; pour ont some hot witer into one of the jugs aud sowe
cold into the other. Next wash yonr hands perfeetly elean, and having
ponred some bot and cold woeter into one of the bosins in such propor-
tions ns to leavo it at about 85 deg. or 80 deg. temperature, commenee 1o
make it into o soap lather ; and, having folded the two pieces of flannel
ready for nse, rab some soap on to one of theso also, In the next place
you muat pour some elean water into the other basin, hot and cold, to
sbout the sume tempernture. I presume that you have alrendy dofféd
vour cont and folded back your shirt sleeves over your elbow ; you are
now ready to begin., Teke the bird you valuo leagt firet, and ploce it in
your left hand with its hond from you ; you must grasp it sccurcly but
not tightly ; lot it be oz passive as possible, nt the spme time it must bo
held in such o way that it cannot by any pessibility moke it EECAPE ; let
it lay somewhat loosely in your hand, and pluee your thumb or your
forefinrer over its neck, with sufficient pressure to hold it, but no more.

You must be eareful to nvoid any undue prossure upon any part of its
body, and more partionlarly over the region of the heart or owels. If
o bird makes n sudden dash, and yon feel coneciong that it will elude
your grasp, let it go; for if you attempt to prevent it yon will in all
likelibood either hurt it or pull out =ome of its wing or tail feathers, It
ia an sy motter to catch it again. There is o grest art io hoodling o
bird properly, nnd, although it is very simplo when discoversd, it requires
n large amount of practies to enable any pereon to do it efficiently. You
must not be timid or fumble whon handling o bird, for binds, like horsos,
appear to know instinetively whon they have o novieo to deal with.
Always remember thnt to have confidence in your own prowess is hinlf the
battle won; without it, how many men bave failed to achieve feats
which otherwise they might have accomplishdd casily enough | o
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Commence to wasl the back of the bird first from the junction of the
neck downwards ; the wings noext. Let your middle amd lower fingers
recode o little, and spreoad the wing of the bird over them and wash it
thoroughly ; after doing one wing turn the bivd round and do the other
in like monnor, and the tail as well. Some [aneciers place the thighs of
the bird they nre opernting upon botween their fingers whilet thus en-
ghured, but it is not advisable for an amatenr to attompt thiz, Next
wish the hoad and neck, snd do not be sparing with the sonp Inthor; get
well inte the hollows and about the cheeks and sides of the neek; thon
twrn the bisd over and place your little finger ovor the lower part of ita
by, and begin to waszh the throat, breast, body, &e. Do mot be afraid
of giving it n complete Inthoring : nover heed if it gots the soap in its
oyos or o fow mouthfuls of the lather, it will not bo harmed therely.

After von have finishiod this part of the progromme, yon mu#t take the
other flanmeol and go over the bied in the snme wey as before, with clesn
water. Nover be afraid of giving the bird a good sonsing with the pure
liquid, for one of the principal secrots in washing birds 18 to got tho soap
completely out of the fenthers. Having meeomplished this part of tho
operation to your satisfaction, you must proeced to dry the bird. Take
the Jeng wing foathers, and pressing them gently together, draw them
hetwoen your lips to bring ont the wet; having done the wings, deaw
the tail through your mouth in the snme way; then procecd to pat the
bird as gently as you can with one of the warm dry cotton cloths or
hnndkerchiefs, spread ont tho wings and tail as before, and dry them as
well az yon can. Having got ont oll the molstnre you nre able, roll the
bird in one of the other dry cloths, lenving its head partly out, and hold
it to the fire protty closely for nbout throe minutes, with your finger over
the region of the heart vory lightly. As scon as yon feel the pulsation
return naturally you may release the little prisonce, and place it in the
drying eage. The whele of this operation must bo performed as close to
the fire na you can hear to be, for if o bind gets chilled it may die.

Birds become very much exhausted by this process, and lie panting for
gevernl minutes aftor they are pdmitted into the drying compartmoent :
but yon muost not be alarmed theraby, for I may toll you that I have
washed hnndreds of hirds for shows during the past ten years, and never
lost omo mysalf. It takes nbount five minutes to wnsh n hird, and twenty
minntes to get it quite dry.  You must not lot them got too dry in the
hox or cage used for that purposc.  As soon s you observe o bird to be
abomt two-thirds dry, remove it to the siring-off enge.  This cago should
ba plaeed upen n chair, not too for from the fire, with o light covering
over ik, and must be romoved gruloally ns the birds get quite dry, to
cool thom. TLastly uncover the cage, and remove it to the far side of
the room.  An hour afterwards the birls may be vetorned to their domi-
eilea.  If the tail or wing feather should get twisted awry or ecurled up
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give the bird somo water to wash it=elf, If this docs not remedy the
faunlt, oateh it, and put the feather or feathers g0 cvmmpled or ruffled in o
little warm water, then draw thom o fow times gently between your fnger
and thumb, and they will soon resume their wonted appearance.

After you have woshed onmo bind you will require to put more hot
watler into each baszin to brivg up the tomperature to about 90 deg., nnd
this will need to bo done after each oporation. Sprend tho damp eloths

over the drying enge cach time after they have Leen used, Carelfully
examine the wing aud tail fentbers of your birds, and if soy sre found
broken they should be withdrawn ot onee, but until they grow again, tho
bird will not be in a fit condition to show, There should bo cightoen
flying fenthers in cach wing and twelve in the tul; it tokes six weoks
for a feather to grow to ite full length, but if one feather is drawn from
the tail or tho wing the bind may be shown as soon ns the new fonther
beeomes distinetly visible to the naked eye. I think it 13 best to wash
all birda intended for exhibition two or three days before they are re.
quired to be sent off.




CHAPTER XIX:

CANARY SOCIETIES AND CLOSE AND OPEN SHOWS,

CanAny societies have existed in this country for a grent number of years,
and there are fow towns, I shounld fmagine, throughont the length and
breadth of England at least, if not of Ireland, Scotland, nnd Wales,
but ecan boast of an institution of this sort. Tormeorly the whole of
these societics were of o purely conservative character, being restricted
not only to the towna in which they were held, but, so far as the
echibitions held in connection with them were concerned, they were
conserved to the sole nse and “benefit of the mémbers forming the
gocicty. The main ohjects in promoting these instifutions were un.
doubiedly to bring together in elose and friendly intercourse the prineipal
brooders and fanciors of eanaries, and to diffnso among them o spirit of
brotherhood and friendly feeling, as well ns to infuse a spirit of emulation
for the advancement of the cannry cnnse.

Thees societics hold their meetings vsunlly at an inn or tavern, and
have an armngement with the proprictor or landlord to have o room
appropriated for their especinl use; this is invariably conceded without
demnur,

Tho legitimate moetings, viz., thoze set apart for the transaction of
the society's business, are held menthly, in the case of a “close show
society,” but the members thereof, which comsist chiefly of the working
classez, are genernlly drawn every Saturday ovening to the inn where these
meotings are held, and there discuss froely all topies pectaining to their
favonrite pastime ; and this is, in my opinion, the only drowkack to these
and other kindred socictics, as thoy are ealenlated fo lond men into habits
of intemperance ; bot where an “epen® or “all Englond™ show sosicty
eiista this cvil can be cbvinted nlmost entively. As it is my intention
to tive all the details comnected with the different systems of managing
eack it iz not necessary for mo to offer any further remarks hore on this
_ part of the subject.  Ono thing mey be enid in favonr of the * closa show
gocietien,” and that is, they are both instroctive and entertaining, for
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the mombers, after tho business of the mecting has been duly transacted,
enter into a penoral conversation, the chief topic, as a motter of conrse,
boing cavaries and their kindrod spocies, and some momber is almost
invariably ready to relate something which he conceives to be new, or
appeals to somo older and moro exporionced mombor of the society for
his opinion on gomo particnlnr method of broeding, foeding, or what
not, snd new theories are often propounded in this way, ond frecly
dizcussed for the edification of all present, and juveniles in the * faney "
can often gather a great deal of information which they need Ly this
meana; and, but for the fuct of their being held at taverns, these meetings
are highly favourable to the progress and well-being of this delightful and
muoeent recrention. At tho end of tho year a show is held in connection
with ench ¥ cloge show' society, rostrictoed to subscribing memberz only,
and nf it termination n fils or supper ia mostly hold, and this is done
up in the * landlord's bost style' of course, and a convivial evening is
spent.

To begin & society of this kind it is nocessary, in the first place, for
ong or two of the most intelligont or prominent members of the © funey ™
to wait upon all the known lovers and admirers of the eanaty, and
to inform them of the project, nnd to request their attondancs ot suoh
o place or jion a3 moy bo considered most snitablo and likely to meet
the approval of the mejority at least of those people whe, it is euticipated,
will become members and office Learers. Bo sure that the inn®is ono
of good repote, and in a respectablo neighbourhood. IF the landiond
iz a fancier of birds, 50 much the better, as he will bo able to under-
stand the roequirements of the associntion fully. In ony cnse, yom
muet gtalo the circnmstances to him in dotail, aud make some proliminary
armogements with him.  After your firat moeoting you will ba able
to sscertain whether thoro is a reasonable prospect of establishing a
society, and, if there is, then a private room, no doubt, will be readily
granted to hold all specinl meotings in.

It will be fonnd in nine cases out of ton that the first meeking will be
badly attended, soveral fanciers prognosticating that it will ba o failurs
but as soon as ever it goes forth that it hes been decided to form
an institotisn of this sort they will all flock to the place of rendezvous
to join it. A safficient nomber of moembors having collocted, somo one
must propese & chairman, The person chosen to fill this office shonld
be folly acquainted with the dukies required of him, and bae able to explain
the objects of the socicty, its aim, and how it is proposed to manege it,
in o cloar and intelligible way. After this bas been done, propositions
exn be made, nod the feasibility of the schemo fully discnssed.

1f it is decided to establich n society of thia sort, then n sooretary
must be appointed, either permanently or pro fem., and likewise a
president, a treasurer, and & committee; but, having fixed upon a
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socrotary, the other office bearers can be eleetod ab o subsequent meoting.
The president, secvetary, and treasurer must net in conjunclion with
tho committee, which should consist of not less than six mombors,
exelnsive of president, secrotaky, nud treasurer ; but this is not imperative,

The eecretary must keep o dinry in which he will record all the
propositions that are browght forward by the diferent members, and
will eee that thoso which have been carvied by o majority arc acted npon.
He will likewise form s code of rules, which he must hand to the president
of tha society, whoe will submit them at the frzt meeting after the
nasociation is fairly established, for tho approval of its members. Each
rule must be put to the mecting separately, and if an nmendment ia
moved by any member, he will procesd to put such amondment to the
meeting, and the sccretary will record the ayes snd noes for or against
it. Ha will then put the origloal rulo, ownd, if the majorily fa in
favour of it, it will remnin unaltered, Lot if, on the coptrary, the
muejority ia in favonr of the amendment, then the role must be altered

! necordingly. © After the rules have been fully discnssed and approved,

they shoull be printed, and cach member supplied with a copy on payment
of threepence, to assist in defraying the cxpense of printing them.

The following will be found to embruce all that is required in a codo
of regulations for the purposoof conducting o society of this description
in a satisfactory manner :

BrLEs AXD REGULATIONS,

Tule 1. That this soclsty slall be ealled the ———— Oruithological Bogioty.

I, That it skall consast of o president, vice-president, secretary, trensurer, nnd
n commmittoe, to o chosen by n majority of the members composing tho weetings
provided always that they form at fenst o goormm,  The oficers 5o electod to serve
twelve alemdar mowths, to bo computed from the tonninntion of the society’s
annual show io each year.

A, Five members are 1o constitnie a gnorum, and the meetings of the society nre
to take flh»(‘l.‘ ob the frst Thursday in caclk month at the place appointed, at
efrhit o'elock in the evening, for the transnetion of husiness,

k. The dutics of the premident or vice-president sboll bo {o keep order, and to
submit any proposition made by any member to the meeting for approval or
rejection. No member to bo allowed to pddress the meeting except throngh the
president or vice-president, who shall role hiw in or out of order, or whethor his
queEiion s relevant or not, Any member infringing this mle to be fined sixprence,
to go o the Tunds of the society, The viee-preswlent to net ouly in the obsonce of
the president,

5. The gecretary must keop o diary or mivate Look, in whicl he will be required
to record the business transacticns of eoch meeting, and likewise to keep o delbtor
aml creditor acconnt of all recoipts and dislursements mode oun Lebulf of the
society,

&, The tressurer i to reecive all monevs and pay nll Lills on bebnlf of the
soiety, dnddo keep oo acoount of tho sawe, nod in conjunction with tlo socratary
to make out oo sonusl labince sheet, to be sobmitted for the inspection nnd”
approval of the tommittes.

7. That the committer bo pmpowersl to transaet the bosiness of the sooiety.
and to hold mectings ab other timos than those specified, when they deem it
expedient to do g0, and in such cases it will be the duty of the secretury to acquaint
ecach member of the committee, individually, of tho doy snd hour af which such
meoting will b held.  Any member, bolug anoffice bearer, Miling to attend
either the rimilar or spocaal geetins w,thout givinza Ml and satisfaclory reason

N
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for 8o dolng, to be fued fourpones, the nmount o go to the besclt of the SBociety's
peneral fumd,

5 Any ill.'l-‘%(‘ﬂ dosirons of Lecomine o momber of 1o socioly must be ]l'rn]-nu_ul
by one of ity wembers, nmld the proposition duly secondsd by another; be will
then ba balloted for at the following meeting, nwild, if clected, bo will have 10 pay
the sum of one shilling ns an wdwmission fee, to nesist in defraying the exponses of
the socioty.

#, Any person wisliime to bhecomo mn 'I.mnnr.'u'_r member only, can do =0 on

ryment of the sum of two shillings nnd sizpence snnually @ and o this capacity

e will bo permitted 1o attend the meetings of the soclely, snd will be eligible 1o
hiold oflice, should he b elocted ;| bat be will not be allowed to exhibit bivds ot the
shows of the secicly as o compelitor,

1. All membsrs of this socioty are to bo resident in the tawn of or
its environs. b

Il. Ench member shall pay o subscription of sixponce monthly, whicl ahall g0
towards a prize fund and for nssisting to defray the expeuses of the socicly,

12. The secretary aball, from tume to time, receive such romuneration for his
sorricos 08 the committes think £, but no -:|:'I.'I|m' afficor shall be paiil for services
rendered to the sociely, withont tho authority or sanction of three-fourths of the
subseribing mombers.

13, All propositions made ok nny of the socioty's meetings to be disposed of on
n show of hawsds, tho result to be token by the president or vice-presidont; and
where a dispute arisges n recount sholl be taken by tho secretary, which shall bo
final, voless there be an unexpluined discropnucy between the counts, when o conng
ont can bo demanded by the proposer or seconder of o moticn : in this case tho
members must divide,

14. That a show bo hold anunally in connection with this socicty, to take placo
on tha of in each yenr, and that ony wember, vot betng
nrrears with hia paymonts, such o8 foes, subseriptions, or fines, and who has
conformel with LLa rules of this soclety in every partienlar, siall bo entitled to
exhilat birds,

15, No membar will he allowed to exhibit nny Lird nt any of the soaiviy’s shows
exeept suck binds as have been bred by bimsell, nnd nroe bis own bond fide projeerty
at the time of exhibition. Any member infringing this mle shball be c:p.ﬂiu] irom
the scciety, and shall forfeit all benelits aceruing therefrom, whether in prize
maney of otherwise, ;

15, Any membors desirous of competing for prizes at ony of thoe society’'s shows
must give due noties of their intention te do so to the secrelary, at tho first
mputhly meeting nfter the bird or birds intended to ba entered attain the age of
ibhree weeks; nwd they will be required to furnish such information relative to
snch bird or birds ns the seeretary moy deom necessary,  All such motices shall ba
handed to the president, who will aunonnea the Same nb the first meeting after
their receipt. 1 the committes considers it e:r{-m.'lmnl to appoint two or nuy othor
number of their body, as o deputation to visit tho bomes of nny member or membera
intending to exhibit, for the parpose of noting more fully the partienlars of the
specimens announecd for competition, it shall be competent for them to do so.
Thae last night for receiving any entry to bo fized at the meeting hold in the month
of July. All birds entered must L2 under twelve monihe of age,

17, Every member of this socioty who hos entored & bird or birds for exhibition
shall be required to sign o declnration, eerlifying that such bird or birds as ontersd
iy him are his property, nnd wero bred by himsell, such certiffiente to be mads nml
handed tothe seerctary of the show not later than 10 amw. ou the mormng of
exhibition, and must be in the following form —

i do heroby solemnly and sincorely declare that the bied (or birds)
entered by me fer competition nt the Oruithological Socieiy’s Bhow, of
which sociely I nm o dnly appeinted membor, was (ot were) bred by my=zell, and i
{or are) st this presoot time my bend jide property : and, furthermore, that the
said bird (or rds) is (or are) under twelve months of ago.

Witness, Blgmed,

Ang menber making o false declamtion, or exbubiting a bird ar birds contrary to
the spinit or jntention of theso rules, ehall, on proof thereol, bo expelled from this
society, and shall forfeit all prize money and claims of every description ngainst the
society,

18, If rm{ member {4 more than fhree months in arrear of payments of oy
kind he will b fined the sum of sixpence; nod if this sum, togother with all other
nrrears them due, e not paid to the secretary or treasnrer on or before 1ho
following meeting night, then it glmil be competent for the committes (nuless o
satinfoctory reason can be sssigned) to expel the eaid member withont further
considerntion from the society.
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19, Any person who has been expelled feoom this society [or nn infringement of
any of its regulations gholl ot be cligible for recloction before the emd of the
current yoar in which the expulsion takes place.

S0, The place of exhibition to be decidal upon by the committes of mannpement
nt lenst ono month before n show takes ploce, and all wembers will be roquired 1o
deliver their birds at or bofore B0 o.m. on the morning of the show to the person
appointel to receive them. Every moembor who has oubered o Mol or birds for
compéetition will be farmisbied with a canl or lobel for each sepante ontry by tho
socretary, naming tho elass. variety of Wrd, and womber of snch entry ; and ha
willl be expected to affiz theds lnbels to the cages containing the bivds answering
such _|I.'|.r|!'ii.'|.1i:|rx prior Lo his delivering the specimens on the morming of the show
All birds must be shown in separnto cnges, and auy bids entered inpwrong clara
will be exelnded from competing. A card or list, 1'!"'r'|t."|‘i1li1l;§ the names amd
nnmbers of the differont classes for which prizes will e awarded, must be hung
up in the * ¢lnb room "' on the nights of each wmecting after the schednlo ins hecn
arranged and approved for the wformntion of the wewbers, and the secvetary
shall furnish fo any member oy further particolaors e nmy ressonably require.
Mo momber will be permitted to coter the show room except thosewho nre cogngoil
in the armngements nuntil ofter the birds bave been judped and the show iz
declared open, Al membors are to bo ndmitted freo of chargo

21, The judges are to be elected by a majority of the members of the society, nt
a méeting called specinlly for that purpose. No judge to be allowed to enter tha
show room until the arraogements aro fnlly completed, nwd vo member of tho
sochety will 1o permitted to be present during the time the judge or judzes are
performing their dotics, I o judge dexires to ssk o question, the secrelary,
sceompanied by o member of the society, will attend togother to answer his guery,

22, The judges will be empowered to withhold o prize where they have renson
for suspocting that o bird has been frnudalently tampered with ; Lt 1t will be thair
duty to brime snob o case before the committes, who will decide thereon. 17 the
:I:inl belongs ton member of that body, be (the moember) must retire during the
fmquiry.

L All birds with clipped, dmwn, or artificinlly eolonred plunmage, if detectod, will
ba disqualificd, nond the owoer of soch bird shall forfeit nll prize monoye, and be
expelled the society without forther consideration, and any mewber who hos been
=0 expeiled ghall not be eligible for reclection.

M. The decisions of the judges shall be final, cxeept in enses whore o Lond i
fonmd deficient in plumnge or los been tumpered with,  All such cases shall ba
decided by the committees

25. No joint partoers will be allowed to become members ns such : bat whore
two persong bave joined together to breed or exhibit birds, they must divide their
stock equally; amd enter as if they were separate laneiers,

3, The seerctnry will bo nnthorised to order a sufficiont number of prize cands,
which will be affixed to the cages of the winning buds; bat oo eommendation
cards will be printald ot the expense of the society.

27, Tho amount of prize mooey and number of prizes eball be nreanged by the
commities of monapement, doe regard being bod to the cxpenscs meurred Ly tha
eocioty, such expeoses to be puid before the distribution of the prize money ;
naml glvouald any :ft-ﬁx-uenr'}' appenr, it will o dedueted from el successind compali-
tor in a proportionate degree, necording to the nunouwit of prize money ho lms won.

2. It shall b compotont for the committen, with pot less than o qoorim of
ita members present, o frame any byeduw to meet o cose of cmergency: and,
further, the president shall, ot any maooting of the socicty where an equal diviston
of members has wken place in regard to any motion, be allowed to give o ensting
vote inaddition to his own vote s o member of the mc'iel'.]r.

20, It shall bo compotent for any member, belug an office bearer, o resign his
office ot noy time by giving his written resigeation to the secretary, amil the
members of the society at the following meoting shall proceed to sppoint & sub-
gtitute in hus stend.

H. Apy member who glall conduct himsell in an unbecoming mamner during
any of the society’'s meetings, or who aball nee intemperate nnd oproper langunge
to & brother membwr, or to any offfice bearer, judge, or otlir person, during tha
exhibition, or who shall smeke or annoy any member of other person visiting
the cxldbition, shall be fined a sum mot excecding two l'h._ill.lng'.u and pixpence,
and may bo snspended from memberabip or expelled the society at the discretion
of the commities.

41, That the exhibition shall be held for me or two days, 88 may be decided
by o mnjority of the membors of tho sgricty, and that the poblic be pdmittold on
payment of a charge for admisdon to be fixed Ly the commities of managpement,
the procecds to be applied towards the ]:iEIui.ulai:iun of the socicty's expenscs.

N
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That it sball e competent for any wember of (his socioty Lo report to the:
etary miy case of supposed frwd i tli.nt {runsaetions or obtherwiso, perpetrotasl
by auy of its members ; and the secrotary, on receipt of such oomplsing, shell
eall 0 meeting of tlee committon of wnagement, who sholl; if they deem fit.,
Aepiate ono or mors members Lo nvestignte the clanges und report the result,  1f
there appeara any just ground for the complaint, thon tho person o necusod shall
b called upon for an explanation, and i it prove ussatisfoctory the cammmittes
ehall hnve power to suspend or expel bim, ns they sholl think proper ; bot il, on
the contrary, the eompleint slonld prove frivolous, then the membor making such
--:lnlp'.‘v.ul shall s fAned the sum of two and sixponce, nmd receive o publio eensan
at the noxt meting of the sockely. '
This society shall not ba diszolved =0 long ns six membors ean & fonmid who are
al nnd willing to undertake the doties awl rosponsibilitics requirsd [or the
trnuzaction and mapagement of the business of (e socisty,

b At the fermination of ench exhibition in connection with this society n
siipper shall be leld, and each member shall b ndmitted on payment of two
shillings nmd sixponce, snd nou-members on payment of five shillings each, Prior
to snch mecting the secretary shall prejace b statement of thd society's progpocts,
showing ils progress or retrogresston as tho case moy be, suclh meoling nisd
supper to take 1|]IH'.|E' within two weoks from the elosing of the sbow, The minukes
of all the meotivgs hold throngbout the year to be produced on this occasion,
and such as may be consilleral necessary shnll be read over to Lhe membsara.
No alterution sholl be made mony of the socioly’s rubes g dlue molicd
of ghnll have boen given proviously Lo ench member, and wnless it mmkes place
general meeting nwd be approved by o majority of the members then prosont

in all such cases o full quoram must e in ot tendaisee,

That theso rules be printed, and esch wember sapplied with a sopy on poy-
ment of threepence,

. " Cloas™ shows are being saperseded rapidly by the “opon' or “all
England * shows. Nevertheless, they suswer admirably for fostering
smong the members composing them s spirit of coterprise and zeal, as
woll na schools of insbroction, and thoy are woll adapted as o ground worle
for promoting the establishmount of * all England ™ show socicties, and
for preparing fanciers for more extended and enlithtened views. Beside
the-e advantapes, they will be found an excellent means for teaching
those connected with them how to conduet a show in o mothodieal
anid srstematic monner, for without this lmowledgo confusion and
dizopder are certain to prevail ; furthermore, they nre likely to chorish
a feoling of confidenco among their membors, which is vory necessary
in order to manage an “ open"' ahow with entisfaction sod succesa.

Open Shows.—Many years ago I used to look npon all *close® show
societies az narrow and selfish in principle, and wpon these prounds I con-
demned them, About fourteen or fifboen years ago, in conjunclion with
one or two others, who wers favourable to my views, I pot up n show * open
to all England," The prizes wero of o libornl charsctor, and the show
w3 held ina publie hall, in a lange and prosperous town in the North of
England. Muoszic was introdoced as n further nttroetion in order to
gain publie patronage, but the Fates wero ngninst s, and the speculntion
woe a “‘losing game.”” 5o far as the number of birds entered for compe-
tition was concerned the show was suceessiul enon gh, but the westher was
wretched, for the rain came pelting down in torrents, at short intervals,
during the whole time the crhibition waa open, and consequently the
attondance of the public wea of the most meagre description possibic.
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T acted ma secrelary, and the lesson which T learnt was nod readily
forgotten by plil.", nor by other individuals, 1 should fmagine, who were
likewise intorested in the wndertaking, " However, after the lap=e of n
fow more yearz, amd with the infusion of * new blood "' among us, we
ventnred to gt np another wpon & more extended seale, and this wos
attpnded with botter success, sud it continued to prosper for a little
while ; but through n too rocklesa expenditwrs and too liberal o pro-
gramme it ultimately proved an abortion, sud its members had to ™ pay
the piper.” Since that time I have had o good deal of oxperience in
getting up shows, and having been pormitted toexercise my own discretion
plmost entirely in managing a now society, formed by myself, in a
different town to the one provionsly referred to, and which has on every
ocension been attended with brilliant smecess—a good balanee having
been left in hand after the conclusion of each show, after every expense
wnz gatisfactorily liquidated, and this, too, in tho face of & liberal pro-
gramme and no niggardly © cheeseparing ™ policy in their management—
I will, therefore, for the benefit of those faneiers who have repentedly
been enlled wpon to put their hands in their pockete and pay large sums
to make up the deficiencies cansed by losses incurred by exhibitions of
thiz gort, detail fully the plan which I adopted, and which has been 8o [ar
attended with such beneficinl and satisfactory results ; and if the advice
given is strictly followed, I am fully convinesd that any show conducted
with energy and determination, will be n succese.

Ome of the principal requirements in commencing an “open " show
is to get o good seeretary, for much depends uwpon this functionary for
+the snceess or non-suceess of the undertiking., What'is required is o
gober, stondy, indostrious, intelligent man, netive in mind and body,
with n good nddress and n bland and coneilintory manner, and folly
capable of exprossing himzelf in a gentlemanly and beeoming style, for it
will form part of his duty to enter into corrcspondenca with all the lile
in the town nnd neighbourhood where tho show is nbont fo take place,
asking them for fheir patronage and smpport ; ond if they were to
receive o rode or badly-constructed missive, badly written, it wonld beo
ealenlated to frostmte rather then facilitate the object sought to bo
aceomplished.

Chficers.—There is no nocessity for ncode of rnles for o socioty of this
desoription.  In the first place, n few fauciers meet togethor aud decide to
have a ghow, to bo * open to all England.!'  Thoey then confor tegother, cmd
seloet some perzon whom they consider mosat gnitablo to fill the office of
geeretary.  Ome or two snch individuals are neoelly to bo fonnd in most
tovns of any importanco; hut they are not always willing to act in
that capacity, for it is both o laborious and an untheokinl ofice. How-
ever, if they arc of an enthunsinstic temperament and aro in goad health,
thoy rarely refuse when pressed, and more pertionlarly if they are

A
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flattered a little, for all men are more or less vain enough to ghow a little
weaknoss in this direction ; nnd, if o mon is nob natorally on enthusiast,
then ho is unsuited for sueh an cccupation. A socrotary having been
duly appointed and a doy and place fixed to hold a meecting, it will be
his duty to send o writton notico, or call upon thoss faneiors porsonally
whom he considers most capable of nssisting him in carrying out the pro-
jeet.  Halfpenny post cards will be found exeecdingly usefol for givieg
notice to the office bearers whenever the secretary thinks it desirabla to
consnlt them npon any subject where it appenrs to him neeeszary to do so.

It is important that o respoctable hotel should be selectod for the
purpode of holding meetings, &c., and not a low public-house, as is gomo-
times the caso.

The next consideration of moment is to fix npon o president, aod after-
warls a vice-president. The offico of president i3 simply honorary, but
it 15 mezt desirable to have s gentleman of affluence and position, well
konown and highly esteemed, to 811 it, for obvious reasons. Having
decided upon some one with the requisite qunlifieations resident in the
town, or elosely adjucent thoreto, where the exhibition is sbout to take
place, ono or two influential members who are interested in its welfare
ghonld ba deputed to wait npon this personage and explain the matier to
him, and endenvour to obtain his consent to undoctnke the appointment,
or the secretary could write to him something after this fashion:

Bir (that iz, if he 8 an uotitled gentleman, but if titled, thon nddressed according
to his tithel,—I na directed by tho commiftes of the Ornithological
Arsociation to inform you that, at & meeting of its members, beld io the
Hotel on the —— inst., you wors unanimonaly electoed to the ofies of president of
the aforenamed society. I may inform you thot it is merely a post of houour, and
does not entail any servico of any description. T you will kindly inform me
ot your earliest convenience whether it is ngreeable to yoo to necopt the office, T
shall feal greatly indebtod for your kindness.—T have, &e., your obedient sermnt,

Tao O, Lundou, Esq. M. N., Hon. Sac.

Bothermm, Sept. ——, 187=—,

Having met with a snitable president, ik will behove yon in the next
place to appoint a vice.prosident, or chairman: o man holding & pood
pozition in society, and ooe likely to be esteemed and reapectod, so that
he will have no diffienlty in mainteining order—an essentinl ingrediont at
all times. He must be acquainted with the duties which will devolve
upon him. Having seeured the services of some one likely to A1l this office
eatisfactorily, a treasuror must bo chosen. I hardly need point out, I
ehould fmagine, that it is desirable to have a highly respectabls and
thoroughly trnstworthy person to fill this important office, Hoyond thess
officera all that is needed i3 a committes of managemeont, consisting of six
or cight fanciors, men of good repute and reapectability. Do not hare
more, for thers is an old saying, which is ns troe na it is ancient,
that “Too many cooks spoil the broth.” These preliminary arrange-
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ments comploted, a list wust be compiled, which should includo all the
ladies and gentlomon in your town and disteiot whe are likely to bocome
patrons, which means, of course, snbseribsers.

Pateons—I1 have nlways found the wmristocraoy of this country ever
willing to lend & helping kol to theie fellow men to enrey ont an object of
this kind, and in my experiencs I have found but few exceptions to this
riale, cither in Eogland or Scotland (I bave never tried Ireland or
Wales), among that clasa of people who are justly entitled to rank among
the nobility of our land-—the groat ** upper ten”—and thess exceptions are
moztly cither eccentric or erotehoty individuals, bnt more frequently
parvenns.

The plan [ adopt in asking for patronage and subseriptions is to send
lottors, and I think it by far tho best, although it entails o good deal of
labour upon the scoretary. The following i5 a specimen of an application
of thia kind (presuming the porson applied to to be a peer of tho realm) «

i , Bapt., 167—

My Lond,—At 2 mecting of the committes of the —— Orndtbelogical
Apsociation, Lield in the K—— A—— Hotol ou the — inst,, it was resolved to lold
an exhibition in or about the mounth of Novomber next in connection with this
gockety, and 1 am directed to communiente this fuet to your lordship, and to nsk
for your lordabip's patrouage awd support, which would be cordinlly received and
Lighly esteemned by its mombors, Tho president of the assecintion is C. Lo, Esq.,
pod the tressurer O. P, Esqg. An eardy roply from your lovdship would Lo
esteomed au especial fovonr,—I am, my lerd, your lordship's wost obedient
servant, N. N, Hon. Sec.

To the Et. Hon. Lord H—,

It is bardly necozsary for mo to point ont that it iz advantageous to get
a3 many patrons as possible, for the suceess of the undertaking depends
very much ppon this extrancous aid, as fow patrons will subscribe less
than a gunines, and none less than balf o one, whilst some will give two
guineas ; in ongcase I knew threo to be given, but this is quite exceptional,
tho rule being one guinea, Besides thoe ackmowledged aristocracy rosi-
dent in a town and neighbourhood, if s corporate body exists, the patronage
of the mayoer, sheriff, and other officin] dignitaries should be secured if
possible. This is best done by a select deputation waiting upon thom
personally. Two or more membors should likewise bo chosen to wait
apon the principal tendesmen and shopkeeopors resident in the town whero
the show is held to solicit subseriptions. All patrons and subscribors
of half & guinea and upwarde must be furnished with a family ticket—i.e.,
a ticket to admit the entire houschold, and to remain in foree during tha
whole time the show is open. These tickets must be printed specially
for the oconsion.

Meclings—General Butainess,—Tho frat meeting should be held six or
eight weels prior to the time fixed npon to hold the show. Four or five,
or six meotings nt most, will suffice to complete the arrangements.
Siztecn or cighteen dayswill probably elipse between the first and second
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meetings, unless the seervebury hins receivad roplics from all the ndics and
gentlomen he hos writion to on the subject. 1f he faila to receive an
puswer from snyone within fourteen days, he may safely conclude either
thet his eowmunicntion has been overlooked, forgotten, or ignored, or
that tho porson written to is absent from home. It will be ndvisable
umder these circumstances to write n polite note to the abeentee, ealling
attontion to his former letter ; but this will seldom happen, for with one
or two exeeptions I hinve slways recoived a prompt, and, I nm happy to
say, satisfuctory reply to wy applications in lesa than ten daye, and, in
most eases, in less than o weele,  Until yon nre in recoipt of these roplies,
nnd can form somo estimate of the prolable amount of nid that you are
likely to derive from this sonree, it will not boe pradent to isswe a pro-
gramme, for the arrangemwent of the Intter must be governcd in o great
measnre by the result of your sucoess in obinining subseriptions, It
mnst not be forgotten, when o reply is rocoived from any lady or gen-
tloman, announcing the fact that thoy will be glad to beecome patrone of
tho society, or on roceipt of o lotter inclosing o subscription, to send a euit-
able acknowledpement thanking the domor on behalf of the aseccintion.

Among other things, the secrotary must supply bimself with o diary,
in which he will note the day and hour of each meeting, and record
therein thonames of all members present and absent on cach ocension :
he will likewise detnil fully all the resolutions and other matters of
businees transacted nt cach meeting. Tho minutes of a former meeting
must always bo read over as n preliminary proceeding at the one im-
mediately subsequent thereto,

Although it is quite unnecessary to frame o code of rules for conducting
a govicty of this description; it should bo tacilly understood by every
person holding office that, in the event of a deficiency arlsing, oach mem-
ber is parsonally responsible to pay an equal share with his confrires to make
up the loss, This responsibility rives animpetus to the whole mechinery,
as every member ig interested in promobing the suecess of tho institution.

Tigkefs~The plan to be adopted is to have n quantity of tickets of
admission printed, in different colours, so ns to roprosent ab o glance the
different prices. For subscribers of 10s. Gd. and upwarde I uee white
enpmelled cards, with on oroamental marging, and the words Family
Season Ticket '' and the year printed upon them in ornnmental type. For
single admission tickets of 1s, value I use an orange gronnd with the
words * Admission 1s.; 187—"" and bhave a plain rolad ling below, on
which I can sign my nome.  For Gd. single ndmission tickots I generally
have them dome on o green gronnd ; in fact, precisely the same s those
just deseribed, except the amount, &=, and in addition to theso words
1 have the name of the society printed on thom s well. To each momber
of the committee | give so many of thesze tickets, having proviously sub-
soribod my name or initinls, and I debit them with the number and amonnt,
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1 likowise furnish ench with o penny memornndom boak, and ask them 1o
obtain all the subseriptions they con, instroctiog them at the same time
that thay nre at liberty to fnenizh nuy subsoriber to the amount of hia or
hor snbsoription with these tickots, To every patron of the show I send
a family season ticket, whothier thoy choose to subseribo or not; but those
who omit to do so arve not asked for their patrenage on any subsequent
oceasion. I think tho plan of fssning tickets n good one, ns it afonis
those mombers who aro timid o good opportunity of introducing the
eubject ut any rate, and it makes them foel more independent—it gives
them an opportunity of sclling some tickets if they are too modest or
Lashful to crave a donation. From £0 to £10 shounld be realised in this
way in n town with a population of from twelve to fourtcen thousand
inhabitant#, and of course an incrense in proportion to the increase of
propulation in larger townas, if this plan is vizeronsly proscented.

Erpenses—~A schiedulo of prizes onght to be fenmed in accordance with
the smount of snbseriptions reccived and the prospeets of the nzsociation.

To get up & show ina decent and praiseworthy mannce will cost from
£40 upwards, The following comprise the principal itoms of expenditure:
Prize moneys (sny, £20), nse of hall for exhibition purposes (say, £4, this
to include gas, fives, &c.), towo men (two days nb 5u. per day) to nttend the
birds, including feeding and giving them water to drink. &ec., £1: two
men (two doys at 53. onch) to colleet foney taken nt door, and to check
ticketa, &eo., £1; indge’s foes, £2 25 : travelling expenses, paid to
judges and botel bill for same, £2; printing, £5; postage stamps,
sintionery, and sondries, £1 105e; advertising, £1; conveyance for
taking birds from roilway station to show room nnd back to station, 8s. ;
professionnls packera to pnok birds, 15s.; amonnting in all to £40. And
this is a moderate bill of fure for o respectable show. The printing ia the
hoaviest item, but T like everything connoeted with this depertment well
done, a& it reflocts eredit npon the management, and iz, T imngine, o sort
of credential by which the respectability of n society of thissort is measured ;
bnd paper, bad printing, and bad type, are all emblematio of vulgarity,
parsimony, and bad taste—at lenst I think so.

Schedicles ~It will be found n tolernbly snfe plan in arrangineg o schedule
of prizea for a bird show to keep the amonnt of prize money o fow pounds
within the sum total received in thoe shope of subsariptions. I'o meel an
expenditure of £40, which wo will select merely as an example, £20 ghould
be realised from the patrons alone and £5 more by donntions from the
poblie. The entrance fees may bo cstimated at £13, the charges for
admissions ot the doors £6, the eale of tickets by members £1, sale of
catalogues and commission charged on tho salo of birds £1, total £46—
which would leave a balanee in the hands of the treasurer for the following
year of L6, and this may be considered ns o vory modest estimate indeed,
as, in an ordinoary woy, the subscriptione, as well as tho entrones foes,



145 THE CANARY DUOOK.

and takings at the doors, should ezeceed the nmounts just mentioned, soy,
in any town with o population of 14,000 inhabitants, but T prefer to be
undor mather than ever the mark in my calonlations. Wo will presume
that a schedule of prizea has been gubmitted to the committes for approval
by the secretary and sanctioned, that o presidont and vieo-prasidont have
been duly elested, and the plaee of exhibition fived upen ; that the manages
of the hall or other building has been seen, ond the duys when it will be
vacant ascertnined, with the torms for three days, for it must be taken for
the day prior to the daya of exhibition to the publie. The regulations
must state that all bisds are to bo at the place of exhibition on that doy,
for it takes a long time to nrrange oll the classes properly, and this shoald
be done and the birds carefully nttended to the night before they are to be
jndged. By this arrangoment the judges can begin their dulics as soon ns it
is lirht enongh for them to soe the birds proporly, and it will enable them
to do their work in a calm and deliborate way, wherens, if birds aro to be
received en the morning of o show, and tho areangements sre only com-
pleted in timo to allow the judges sn honr or so before the pablie nre ad-
mitted, thoy are very apt to loso their equanimity, and consequontly they
perform their work in o hurried and unsatisfoctory monner. If carveis token
to explain this clroumstence fully to the manaper or secretary of the build-
inz, in which the show is to be held, two days only ehould be charged For.

Before finally fixing upon the show days, it mnst bonscertained beyond
all doubt whether another bird show iz likely to take place at or about
the same time in any other town, asit is nn object of great moment to
avoid elashing with any other show of the kind, and wounld boe likely to
prove detrimental to both. This enn be ensily ascortained by referring
to the list of shows published weokly in any of the following papoera:
The Jowrnal of Horliculture, tho Bazaar, and tho Counfry; the latter
contuing as full and agenrate o list as oy of its contemporaries, and more
80 than most papers of this class. As soon az the schedules have been
satisfactorily arranged and the days of exhibition decided upon, the
hall agreed for, and other preliminary mattors sottlad, lob the schedules
be printed without dolay. Four hundrod copiea should bo ordered, and
one senk to every known exhibitor in the kingdom. To obtain the addresses
of these, the secretury ahould writo for nentalogue of sach show preceding
his own, or refer to catalogues of the previons year. With regard to tho
best timo of year to hold & canary show, much will depend upon cirenum-
stanees, bot it should certainly take place bebtween the monthas of Sep-
tember and February, unless it be o * nest feathor ' show, and then the
mouth of July is most suitable. Ten days ot least shonld elepse botween
the last day for receiving entries and the first day of tho exhibition, to
allow the secretary nmple time to arrange the entalogue, &o.

Announeing the Nomes of Judges,—Some societies deem it expodiont to
snnounge the name of the jadge or judges upon the schedule ; me to the
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advisability of this plan thoro is n voariety of opinions. It iz unguestion-
ably open to dizenssion, hence I wust rofeain from offering an opinion
thereon., OF one thing, however, I am fully convinged, and that is the
desirability of a change of judges cceasionally, ns I find it givea more
gatisfaction to cxhibitors. I have sometimes thought it wounld be well to
submit the names of a number of woll-lnown judges, and allow each
oxhibitor to vote for two, and finally to select the one or two, as may boe
deamed expedient, who recoived the greatest numboer of votes, but aven
this plan i3 open to objection. Alwnys ondeavour to procure o steaight-
forward, conscientions man to net in this capoeity.

Servaals,—The men seloctod to attend upon birds during en exhibition
should invariably be fanciers—men who have a thorongh knowledge of
what they are required to do, and are sure to do it properly and well. It
is probably the best plan to employ strangers—that is, people unconnectad
with the show—to collect the churges for admission and take the checks ;
at the zame time, there is no serious objection to members of the commitiee
being employod in these capacitios if they are conaidered snitable and are
willing to nct.

It is undoubtedly beat to employ o man that has n converance of his
own adapted for the purpose of taking the birds to and from the milway
stafion and the place of exhibition; but when such an arrang ement is
impracticable n horse and waggon can be employed ; Messrs, Carver and
Co, will be able to supply this desideratum in most towns north of the
Humber, I believe, and how far south of that river I cannot say; be
sure to arrange for o steady, relinble driver. Two members of the com-
mittee ot least should nccompnuy the conveyauee, particularly on the
return journey, to see the birds safely sent off.

Advertising.—Large posters, giving & full and clonr annonncoment of
when the exhibition iz to take plnee, should be printed and freely dis-
tributed, und posted in all conspicnons and convonient places, nt least o
week before the show takes place. In addition to sending oot schodules
or programmes, it will be found advantageous to insert an advertisement,
giving all particnlars of the show, in at least two journals published in
London, and those which promote the welfara of all porsons interosted in
exhibitions of this sort by printing o weekly list of &1l coming showa should
be favonred with these sunonncements. Such notices shonld be sont for
publication ns soon a3 the progrommes aro ready for distribution. It is
customary, likewiso, to ndvortiso in each of the local papers published in
the town where the exhibition iz about to take plnce; one insertion in
ench paper is penerally considered sufficient. It alould appenr in the weol
prior to that in which the show fs to ba held. There aroe soveral rensons
why this custom should not bo overlooked or neglected, and one ia that o
favourable report of the proceedings, &o., iz likely to follow, and thess
notices are calonlated to bring the society into favour and public estimetion.



200 TIE CANARY LOODK.

Potnls—Prizes—Silver cups and other spocial prizes of considernble
valne are froquently offered ns inducoments to fanciees Lo swoll their en-
tries. At one time I was in favour of this scheme, but experionce, that
unerring monitor, has taught me to rogard this plan ns objoctionnble, s it
is open to so much abuso, and is found to tempt some exhibitors to place
themselves in o false position, which proves 4 means of deluding fanciers
at o distance, who are totally ignovant of tho real facts of the case. T have
known exhibitors whe have succooded in obiaining these trophiea not only
boreow binls from their brothor fanciers, but do even worse, for, in order
te comply with the rule (common to all showsof this kind) atipulating
that “ all birds must be bond fide the property of the exhibitor,” thoy
have agroed to mock purchases, the owner of the bird agrecing to sell,
for a mere nominnl sam, to the exbibitor, upon condition thet at he
termination of o certain show the snid bird shall ba re-sold to him for the
samo nmonnt a3 he received for it, nnd that the said vendor (real owner)
shall bo eniitled to all prize monoye won by aush bird in it own
individual eapneity, and, furthormore, that ho shall bo entitled to par.
ticipate in n proportionato share of the said specinl prize or prizes
obtained by the exhibitor, the lntter farther agrecing to pey ol
entrance foes and other costs incident thereto, and in some cases
binding himself to poy o cerfain sum to the vendor in the event of
the bird dying or being lost, killed, maimed, or disfignred whilst in his
custedy or eare ; and this transparent and palpable deception is considered
by some men as o sufficient oxonse for their consciences, Common
aenae should teach s that no man wonld withhold a bird from o show if
he folt reasomably satisfied that it hed o fair chance of soeeess in
obtaining a prize, and if ho thought otherwisa it is gearcely probable
that he wounld ba foolish cnough to throw nwoy meoney by entering it,
unless it happenod to he at & show held in the town whore he resides, he
might then bo generous enough to send o few extrn ontriez to gwell the |
funds of the institution. If committees aro wishful to stimulute broeders

and exhibitors to grenter exertions by offering additional inducements,

why not comfine themsolves to medals of moderato valuo intrinsically,

and offer them for the best birds in such and such olasses, or to the

exhibitor who guing the grontest aggregate number of poiuts in certain

classes which must bo specified #?  This would be an henorary distinetion,

barely capable of being nbused, and ona which wonld be sure o b

apprecisted by all right-thinking men. Thera is snother matber in

connection with thiz subject deserving of attemtion. I i this. In

connting pointa for extra prizes tho recognised role hitherto followed nt

nearly all shows hns been to count three for a first prize, two for socond,;

and one for third ; but I think that commended birds should be inclnded

us well, nnd in the event of this auggestion being adopted, the rule shoold |,
be to count first prize six points, second five, third fonr, vory highly com-
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mended  three, highly commended two, and commended one, I foel
satisfied that where this plan iz resorted bo, when cups are given, that it
will tend greatly to inerense the number of entrics.

District Prices—A fow prizes of small amounts should bo offered for
comnetition to fanciers living in the town and neighbourhood whero the
show is held. A radins of five miles might boe allowed, and the classes
cunfined to working men or cottagors only, I have tried tho cxperiment,
nnil was much pleased with the result, ns [ fonnd it tonded to foster n
apirit of enterpriso and smulation among this class of funciers.

Prizes for Packing Casez—T think, teo, that it would boe good policy on
the part of committess of shows if thay were to offer prizes for the two
most approved packing cases sout fo the cxhibition containing specimons
to be shown.

The Coumittes, their diwties, So.—The dubiez of commitbee men are
neither 30 onerons nor laborious as thoso of tho secretary and treasurer of
a show, partienlarly the former, for upen him the weight of the work rests.
They ehonld render all the assislance thoy can to these functionavies to
enable them to carcy ont the arrangements of the show in an cficlent and
praizeworthy manner, by endenvouring to raise funde, offering suggestions,
puil by deliberating carefnlly and thoughtfolly upon all matters submitted
for their approval or rejeetion in tho arrangement of & scheduls of prizes,
of n code of regulations for eshibition, in Bxing upon the place of
exhibition, in the appointment of judges, in directing the varions items of
exipenditore, such na printing, advertising, &ec., nod in giving all tho
assizbance they possibly ean during the oxhibition by unpacking the birds,
and classifying them, and sll other and similar duties, and by striving to
do all in their power to got the birds pncked and despatched to their
dostinations with as little delay ns possible after the forminstion of the
show. Each member should strive against his neighbour in cudeavouring
to sct an example of peace, industry, and choerfulness; for, whoen men
loo=c their temper at these times it is greatly to be regretted.

The Secretary's Dulies.—Tho duties of o scorotary to o show of any
kizd are Inborious, and are not unfrequently o self-imposad task. I ecan
assure thote who have nover undortakoen such an office that it is by no
means o sinecure, the emoluments derived therefrom are wil, the work is
most arducnz, and the thanks of the puoblic and exhibitors are of the
most meagre deseription ; but if the show i3 not skilfully mannged, and
theve are any hitches in the way, howers of abuse will most likely pour
in on all sides. [f iz, therefore, by no moans an cuviable or thankful
olfica, but somebody must undertake if, or whot would bocome of our
favonrite hobby P .

It will be reen from the foregoing remarks that o person, to fll an
appoinbment of this kind, will need to possess several qualifications and
gome virtncs, and be endowed with o good *° thick skin®' beside, In
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addition to keeping n minute book, in widch all the business transactions
of the society at each mecting -aro to be duly recorded, the sceretary will
have to koep o book containing a deltor and ereditor nceount; on the
debit side ho will Liave to entor all sums roccived on behalf of the =ociety
from every sonrco, and on the eredit side he must record overy payment,
however trivial. Tt will likewise bo Lis duty to arrango about the
printing and advertising, the taking of a proper building for the exhibi-
tion, nud, in fack, be must look after nud arsango eversthing in connec.
tion with the earrying oub of the show, ns tho entire responsibility, in
ona sense, Tests with him ; but he must do nothing of his own ascord—
everything must bo submitted to and sanctioned by the committes of
management before it is acted npon.

FPrinting.—In stlocting a printer bo suro to employ one upon whose
veraeity and punctuality in all metbers of business you can confidently
rely, for it is vory important to have a man in whom you can place implicit
relinnee ; for if thevo is the least delay in having the entalogues and awards
of prizes ready, and they are not sent off by firat post alter the judges have
completed their task to these exhibitors who have sent the requisite
smount {0 procure one or more copics, you may propave yourself for the,
receipt of o fow missives containing opithets the reverse of compli-
mentary, The first yoar i3 always the most expensive in the item of
printing. You will require to order three or fonr hundred programmes,
which cost nbonk 4s. 6d. o hundred ; two lundred and fifty forms of
entry, which are charged o4 about the sume rate ; Afty patrons’ tickets,
which cost about 3s. G, ; three hundred admission tickets, in varions
colours, sny, Gg. 0d.; one hundred nnd fifty prize cards—first, second,
and third prizes—different colours, Ss.; ffty tickets V.H.C., one
bondred H.C., snd one huodred C., the lot 5s Gd.; three hundred class
and prize tickets, fa.; and o number of larpe closs tickets on & white
ground, sa¥, six inches square, nccording to the number of clnsses for
which prizes are offered, 25, Od. per dozen; two hundred posters,—bills
for digtribution and posting up in consplenons plages, annonneing the
particulars of the show,—demy folio, 108 ¢d.; cne hondred and fifty
catalogues, three.quarter shoot, with covers, £2 145,  The programmes I
like printed om tinted paper, pink, white, pen green, and yollow, or purple,
or blue. The prices quoted may be rogarded as modernte, considering that
they are intended o ropresont charges for first-clnss workmanship, good
clear type, nnd the best quality of paper. Thoe eards should Ueo rother
lorge, snd neatly excouted, particularly the prize cards, Tho printing
ean be dome for much less by gebting the programmea and entry Torms
combined in one sheet, end by curtailing some of the regulations, &e., and
by using shicets instead of catalogues; but I am opposed to exhibiting o
parsimonious and niggardly epirit in this direction, na 1 consider it de-
irimental and pernicions in its consequences. The quantities given hers
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aro for o show presumed to be managed npon o toleeably lihoral basis;
bt in arranging thess matters overy civowmstonee of the case must be
fully weighed and consideved. ‘The oluss tickets will last for vears, if
they mre cavefully preserved from show to show,

It will bo found o good plan to get o piece of boand, about two nnd o
knlf to three feet Jong and eix inchos wide, stained ond varnished, or pluin,
with varnished edges. “This is for a sort of advertising board ; slips of
paper of the samo or similar dimensions should be ordered with the words
 Bird Show * printed upon them ; one of theso should be pasted on ench
side of the boand, which should be securod with serew pails to the side of
the door framoe at the entrance to the pleee of exhibition, allowing it to
project to the fullest extent cutwards to the stroet. Aftoer the show is
over it muat be taken down and presorved until again required.

FProgrammes— In arranging & progrmme tho scoretary onght to have
the names of all persons forming the committes printed en the title page,
which will enuse "thom to be legally responsible with the seeretary and
trensurer for any deficioncy in the ovent of a show proving a failure;
otherwiso they are, I presume, only morally bonnd, and if so disposed
might back out of the concern at n moment's notice. The following epeci-
mena of o progrommae, and form and cortifiente of entry will bo found nsoful
and instructive to those who are unacquainted with the mode of establish-
ing & bird show. The regulations and eonditions have been supplemented
where it was considered expedient and necessary, and they will now be
found sofficient to meet all requivements. The schedule of prizes is o
good erdinary one, and can be augmented when considered desirable.

[Bpecimen.]
PROGRAMME.
THE NORTHERN COUNTIES ORNITHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION.
The First Aununl Ezxhibition of
CANARIES, CANARY MULES, AND BEITISH CAGE BIRDS.
Open fo the United Kingdom,
Will be beld in the Vietorin Hall, B——,
On Wednesdny nod Tharsday, Nov, 10 and 11, 167=,

PEFRIDEST. Vick-PRESIDEST.
. Laxnox, Ea,, M.P, B, Brignmox, Esq.
PATRONESSES.
Mra. Mayoresd, ra. F.
Lady M. The Misses H.
Mirs. H. Mra. J.
The Warshiplal 1 Iﬂ'.n;cm- tB,{JI‘ mM‘%Th Hon. B. B. H
arshipin |.r.- o e Hon. R. B, H,
The Sherifl E! H. (8 ! Lard I
Tha Earl P, J. C., Esn., M.P,
‘The Earl of H. The Rer. the Vicar of B, (H.1L.)
Capt. W, i Lo &e., ke, &e.
HaEI¥a COMNMITTEE.
Mr. D. Durham, Mr. D, Derby.
Mr. ¥, York. M. W. h‘fsrn'[ul.'
. L, Lancaster, Mr, L. Lafcestor,

With power to add to their number.

Tneasvren: Ar, C. CnesTEn,
Huow, Bec. ¢ Mr, N, Nowrwaxrron, 15, Claremont.villas, B—,
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N, B —Exhibitors are parlieularly requestsd to oxaming the regnlations most
carclully, aud also the schicdube of prizes, in order o nvoid errors in mnking their

entries,
REGULATIONS AXD CONDITIONS,

1. The decistons of the judges shall be find, unless it bo proved that o bird has
Lean fruduleutly tanipered with, in which case the decisions shull be vold, the
committoe reserving to Uheuselves the riglit of adjudicating thereon. i

= Whien tho ontries do uot oxeeed five iu ooy cluss, the fret preze will be with-
held. The judges will be cwpowered to withhioll a prize in nuy class when the
Apacitacus e conshdered inforior in quality amsd below the rezolar standard.

b ALl spocimens ore to bo bond fde the property of the exbibitor. A.'h.;‘rym"ﬁl:lll
infringing this rude by noy device shall, on proof of illeel ownerabip, forfeit oll
ontriuben fees and prize money,

. z-f S:wriulum entercd in s wrong elass shall bo exeluded, nud the entrance foa
orfgted,

A, A prico must be named with enel specimen—price to includo the cage s woll.
Anyone oifering (e prico specified will become 1he purelnser, Ko alteration in
the price of specimons will be allowed during the exhilation. ALl soles must take
place throungh the sccrelary or other aunthorised membor of tho committes. Ten
per ceut will ba diductod from all sales, A1l birds claimed wnst be paid for at the
time, or the claim will not be entertainel, Al birds clnimed to bé removed nt the
expense nud risk of the purchoser.  Whers two peaple clam o bind simultapcensly,
tha person ollering the highest price shall have the prefersoce, Tho surplus over
and pbove the estalogue price to go to the society’s (unds,

G. No bird slall be removed |F:'¢c;'ﬂ’n‘.' the show is flually elosed without o written
erder sizned by two members of the eommittee and approved by the secretary.

7. The amount of entrance foes must be sout with the certiffeabes of entry, aod
ost office orders ane to made payublo to Mr. N, Northampton, at B —, Postage
stampa will not he taken in payment vnless one additional 1. stamp be sent for
the nmount of each separate entranco for. No alteration will be sllowed in any
certificate after it has leen receivedd by the secretary.

8. Exhibitors will be held responsible for the ecrvect descriptions of the
specimans sent, and in the event of o dispute erising nfter purchase, they must, on
proof of wrong entry, receive back the bird or birds so cuteced, and refund ta the
purehaser the full amount paid by bim, with all costs and charges incident
theroto. -In all such eases the commission chnrzed by the society will o focleited.

% Thewhole of the speclmens muat bein the Vietoris Hall, B, on Tucsdny,

the Oth of November. All cozea are to be addressed to the seeretary, Yietoria
Hull, B—, The earringe in all cnses mnst be prepaid iy exlibitors,
10 ‘The speeimous will be roturned s deaired ; but, in the alsonen of special
instructious, they will be forwarded by such triing as the committes consider
wost desiralde, The show room will be properly warmed and vontilated, and cvery
caro will be taken of the specimens Sent for exhibition, They will be carefully
Iw:hml for the return journey, but the committes will not be résponsiblo for nny
0as or damage that may koppen to them, either on the way to or from, or during
the exhibition,

11. No person will be mdmitted to the exbilition previons to its being opensd
excopt those who nre engngod in the arrangements.

12. Exhibitors requiring an awnrd of prizes must send Gid. in addition to their
entrance fecq,

Lk The eatries will close on Saturday, October the 20th, 187—,

&= Al prize moneys will 1o padd within ten days after the cloaing of tho exldbition,

SCHEDULE OF PRIZES.

Class, Description. Firat. Becond,  Third.
1. Clear, ticked, or marked yellow Bolgpian

2. Clear, ticked, or marked bofl Belgian . O Y
L Clear yellow Glasgow don ... Ga.
4. Clear ‘ETnl'! Glasgow don |

5. Flecked Glasgow don
it Clear yellow Norwich
7. UClear bnff Norwich ...
#, Evenly.marked yellow Norwich
i, Evenly:marked f-ull' Norwich ...,
I, Ticked or noevenly-marked yellow Norwich
11, Ticked or unevenly-marked buff Norwich ...

e L

i

-
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12, Any variety of crestod yellow Norwich....
13, .M.Iﬁl‘mriol:}' of erested bafl Norwich
L. Golden-spangiod lizard ...
15, Sﬂl!n-:;]unuh-«lllmrd
16, Cloar yellow Yorkshire ...
17. Ulou'{m.li Yorkshira,..........
18, Markos] or varicentod E;olkm Vorkal
19, BMarked or vurtegated bl Yorkshirve
o, Jonqgue cinnamon sey
21, Bufl cinnamon ...
22 Evenly.marked cinmsmon ., P
3 or varioty of conary (distinet bread) |
24, Gobldfneh mnle, ovenly marked ..,
25, Oobifinel mule, nuovenly-marked
26, Dark goldfineh mula ..............
7. Amy other varety of mule
28, Belling cluss (any varioty of ca
caea, ot to exceod 156 )

2, Goldfineh Wl i
3. Linnet... .. R iz, H
Il Any other variely of British hird ..., R e
DiaTiict TPrizns,
3. Beat clear or marked bind (auy breed), to be
shown golely for form and siyle... ... e : . e B e L
33, The most evenly-marked bird (uny breod) .oy b8 e B4 ..., I8,

Eutrance fees for classos from 1 to 27 inclusive will Lo 1a. &L cach bird, from 23
o 4l inclusive 1s. each bird.  The discrice classes, eobfinsd 1o working men ol
cottagera, 6d. each, to be resident ok or within five mibes of the vowns of B—».

E!Tli_lﬂi!_-rra must provide their own cages.

Adwmiszion : Wednesduy, from 1 to 6 pan,, 1s, each; from & to .30 p.m., 6d. each ;
and on Thursday, from 8 to 12 o.m., 1s. cach ; and from 12 to I_'-d|=.1n.. 6. cae

The exhibltion will close punctually ob the times stated, and visitors arve
respoetinlly requested to leave nt the bours specified.,

ubseribiors of 108, Gd. sud upwards will be entitlod to & fumily season ticket,
Children under 12 years of pre will be ndmitted at half price.
Cutnlognes, G, tach ; by post, Gld.

THE NOERTHEEN COUNTIES ORNITHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION,
FORA OF KETHY,

- | _ : Ape of 5 |
lasa,, Description. { Bpoclmbn. F Price. | Remarks,
Bpealmon, | | £ 5. d./Stato hiere © Male,” or **Se
1 Clear yellow Belgian ,../18 months,, 10 0 0, nol kmown,” or " Age not
2 Marked bufl Bolgian ... 2 yonrs ..l 5 8 0 known," &e., ns the ense may
§ Clear yellow Norwich ' 8 months.! 3 0 0] e,

I dlo herely enter the nbove birds for competition, sibject ta the requlafions and
condifions of This Secdety, and [ do furlhermore aoteonily ol sincerely declare thai the y
are band dda iy preoprerly, nnd T incloss the sum of £ 1o eaablome b boosme

“an exhibitor,
Signature.,....icen
Adidreas (in Tall) ..

G, inclosed for Catalogmo.

Cafalsgues.—Aftor tha ashedoles are printed and a copy sont to overy

well-known exhibitor in the United Kingdom, it will be necossary to obiain

*and prepare a hook, from which the eatalognes will have {o be printed.
[+}



Girent enre must bo taken iu its arrangement.  The book ueed ghonld ba
whout 14in. long and Sin. wide, und from half to threo-fourths of an ine

in thicknoss, and ruled with £ 2. d. columna. On the title-page you mnut\
st Tovth the nawe of the socicty snd other porticnlars, similar to the™
following specimen :
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Catalogue, I
THE XORTHERN COUNTIES ORNITHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION.
Firat Anunal Exhibition of
DRITISH CAGE AND BONG BIRDS, ’\
Open to the United Kingdom, !
Haold in the YVietoria Hall, B—,
On Wadnesday nnl Thurslsy, November 1 and 11, 187—,
Judgea—3Ar, Horniman Toke, Paddletown : Mr. Jeremiah Smasher, Dowlover.
Pregident—C, Londou, Esq., M.F, Hon, Bee,—3Alr, N. Northompton,
Viee Pregident—3. Brighton, B, Treagurer—Alr, O, Chesber., |
And upon the first leaf of the book begin the heading thus
Catalozuce, |
[

THE NOERTHERN COUNTIES ORNITHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION,
Caxantes, ko,

N.B.—The eage is, in overy case, included in the price of all specimens sent Tor
compotition. No specimen or other bard will be allowed to be disposed of
privately, or removesdl during the exhibition. For pddresses of exhibibors seo
imlex,  Abbrevistions: First siguifles 1st prize; Second, 2wl prize; Third, 3rd
prize ; V.H.C., Very Highly Commended : H.C., Highly Commemdsl ; O, Com- =
inanded. -l 1

Then arrange the clnsses thus .
[Specimen. ]

Class 1L.—Clear Marked, or Ticked Yellow Bolgian,
First Prize, 125, ; Second, s ; Third, da.

roud L
45 Nao. 1. Mr..J, Nnsh, cock, nge 4 months R o, A |
V.H.C. No.2, Mr. 8 Joues, hon, 0 moolls ., .., . 2 00
Second. No. 3. Mr. (. Smith, cock, | yoar .., SR 41000
H.C. No. b Mr. W, Thompson, cock, 16 mouths ..., . B 00
First. No, 5 Ar. I', Brunt i ea s e S 10 00

N.B.—Do not begin to number them until all the cntrics have boen
rocoived on Novembor 1.

Continue to arrange all tho elasses in thia way, lonving o soparate page
for enoh class.  After you have received all the entry forms, which should
reach you on the day following that advertised ns the last day for
receiving them, yon must fll up and despateh by post {o ench exhibitor &
elass ticket for every entry made. These ticketa mnat denote the number
of the clasz, the consecufive number of the entry, and the prico of the
specimon in tho order mentioned. Hoving completod this park of your
duty, you must proceed to compile an index ot the baok of the boolk,
according to the plan given on the next page, which will be found so
arranged as to provent the possibility of a mistake being madoe when
the re-packing commences, providing always that the rules herein Inid
down are strictly obeserved on all ocoasions, .
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- Speeaimes. |

N, aff INDEX.
.1.|'|I No, Eniries,

1 ok Adami, Timothy, Brick-plaee, Batile Town—id, 31, 632,

- | 2 Abrihan, Wi, Smoke-hill, Fry 1Ly =]

+ [ Bareball, Willinm, Possame-row, Bogeleshurs N LS
v | Brout, Meter, Seigson-grove, Hay |1--r11:-m|1.

& 1 (:ﬂl-lh. l]Li'iI.!I.l‘i Over-derrmaes, Furness—f, 5, 55, 53,

L1 8 Caulilower, Charles, Gurden. place, e ]|_*-:rlJl-.-:|.|—--I - S L LR

Vi,

i a3 Draff, Micholas, Brownlow.termes, Wheatloy—14, 15, 16

v = lI|.1|t Iemae, Drinkwator-place, Tompler-tonn—=17, 21,

] 1 Eay |1:| Eabwind, Dove-place, 1 Lm0,

@ & Phillip, Slow hill, Sanilsly—10, 11

10 ’l e janin, Silver.atroot, Sterling

liag T The Esplaunds, Bankron
11 1 ¢ L Chrstinn Bank, Dasls
12 - Groen, Patrick, Shiney.row, Emernlda—a3s, 61,

The index shonld always be serangod alphabotically ; in front of the
names yvou musk sreange two columus of numbers, The first coluun
shonld eontain the consecutive numbers of the entries, heginning with num-
bor ono, and afterwarids continne to the cnd of the list of exhibitors. In
column number two you must entor the number of birds shown by onel ex-
hibitor opposite his name, and ot the end of the address add the numbers
of the entries aocording to the cluss arrongement of the entalogues.

Reeeiving and slaging lhe birds—On the day announced for the
receipt of the birds you sbould be in attendance at the place of
exhibition at such times ns birds may arrive ; thiz you will asecrtnin
on referemco to o railway time-table giving the arrivala of fho
traing. One of the commitice, or some duly auntborised person specially
appointed, nnd armed with an suthority in writing doly signed by
the seeretary and dated, should be in attendnnce at the railway station
to receive the birds and bave them forwarded to the place of exhibi-
tion with the least poassible delay. As soom as they arvive they should
be opencd ont, and the sceretary or one of the commiticomen ghonld
chalk npon ench cage at the top the number that is epposite the name of
the exhibitor in the conseentive colummn; as soon s they have boen
numbered they most be connted to seo that they are oll theve. I cue is
wanting to complete the entry, the seeretary can casily ascertain which
bird is missing by referring to the clars nombers in the index at the end
of the name and address of the exhibitor ; he will then communicate the
fact to tho owner, It sometimes happens that a hind iz taken ill at the
last moment; and not forwarded to o show in conscquence.  In spch noease
the exhibiitor ought to intimate the fact to the sceretary, but this ia rarely
done, Those birds which ara sent in wrappers or other covers must bo
parefully dealt with, Before the birds are unpacked someone should be
sppointod to take charge of and fold up the weappers and tie the nddrogs
labels for the retorn journey outside of them. Thoe number of bivds

spacked in cach wrapper should be marked npon tho Iabel, for somie

{unciers whoe mako large entries nro often necessitated to send their birds
o2 .
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in two or throo separste puokapes,  As aoon us the wrappers are propéerly
folded and lobelled they shonld Lo stowed awny in o agenre place .ﬂ-ll:‘ll-
veatly arrnoged. Tt is a bnd plan to have too many assistants §
unpacking, There should be ono porson o opon the packages, another

to place the chalk numbers on the eages. The secretary should tick off

the eniries himsell, Anolthor person ought to bo deputed to wrrange i
the birds in their proper clngses ; anothor to food and give them water.

More helpors than these nre superfluous, and more likely to bo productive
of mischiof rather than vselulness. :

Tho eocrotery must be firm in keoping order nmong those officinls
eotrusted to poerform the various dutios mentioned, and should prevent
any undos interforonce by ono assistant weddling with another, or proving
obstractive in any way.

Larte endries,—Thera are sure to bo some late enfries. DBy this Tmean
birds entered for competition after the stipulated time, and after you hava
wrranged your eatalogue in manuseript. Such ontries nre very tronble-
some, bot it i3 quite optional with tho secretury as to whother he acecpts
shomn or wot ; in fact, [ nm not sure if he is legally justifiable in doing =0

PRI — 000 0 -

without o provise in tle regulations to cnable him to do it.  About four
years ago I introdueed o systom of post entrios, charging an additional fee
of sixpence for each entry for so many days after the specified day for
eleging thom ordinnrily, and I should like to ses this plan more geneeally
wdopted, as fanciers who neglect to send their entrios at the proper time
ahould puy for their negligence,  When youn receive cotries of this sort
you must deal with them in this fashion. Supposing, for cxample, you
receive two entries for Class 5, nnd the lust enbey in that eless is numbered
47, you must enter the two additional birds thus : 474, 478, and so on
and in the index in this manner: Presuming the name of the porson wio
Bins gent the late entry is Dunn, and the last person entered undor letter
D is ropresented by the consecutive nomber 22, you must distingunish
the specimens entered by Mr. Dunn by ndding a § to the figures 22, so that
hiz mumber will be 224, Dy thia simple arrangement the packing for the
refurn journey, which is alwiya looled forward to as a formidable andor-
saling by most people, is greatly facilitated, and rendered quite an ensy tosk.

Packing nnd relarning birds—As soon na the ghow is conolnded
and the room cleared of visitors the doors slould be all secured. In
the next plooe, all tho bicds should be gatherod together and ploced
in lots—all the mumber cue's, two's, and so on, Tho packers must then
be told off, two being apportioned for each lot of birda. Threa lots of
packers are ample in ordinery onses, and, if good hands, should be shl
to clear out the ploes in a fow hours, Enoh couple of packers should
Imve an attendsnt, whose doiy it i to pick out the wrappors for cach
different lot, and call eut the numbers for the seeretary to tick off cach
bird necording to its elaes nomber.  Oneof the packers will thon tio eacll
twi rages topether with twine, having first emptied the water ont of the
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drinking ftins, and hand them to tho other packer to arrango in the cover,
Whilst, the puckers are engaged sowing wp the package, the attondant
can be proparing the next lot. Thoy should be packed consecntively,
cxcopiing those birds which are to bo sont o long distance, as theso
j should in all coses be went off by the first train® The eecretary should
| pre-preange matters with {he siation-master, and shonld faemizh o list of
the nomber of packages sent by each conveynnce, or ub each separate
jonrney of the one eugaged.

Azeistanee and Ireatwent of judges—Dut there are other important
duties to be performed beside, both bofore the opening and during the ox-
hibition. As goonas all the birds are arranged, and exemined to seo that
they are all properly classed, fod, and supplied with water, the roon ehould
beawept; the floor shonld bo strewn all over with domp sand or sawdost
previons to this being done to provent the birds getting soilod with dast.
These preliminaries being completed, yon are now ready to admit the judges.
You shonld prepare for ench jndee alead pencil and a smwall memorandum
book, in which you bave previcusly written the number and heading of
each clasg ; request onel of them (if more than one) to mark down the num-
ber nnd particnlars of every bind to which they nward o prize or commen-
dation. With the judges you should gend a person to nct asan amanneneis
to them ; ho must not be an exhibitor, nor connected divectly or indirectly
with one. Thiz person should be furnished with slips of paper, which
must be obtrined from the printer, being in reality leaves of o catalogue
minus the swords ; he should keep behind the julges, and ought not 1o
: hold any commupnication with them whatover, beyond marking down the
awards when they are called over, A boy should likewisa be in attendance
to tio on the prize tickets, noder the supervision of tho person attendant
npon the judges (nnless the * Ficld Doplicate Judging Books™ are nsed,
in which case an sttendant is not necessary). The whole of these offieials
phould be regaled, sny, onee in two or throe hoors, with some light
refroshment whilst performing their dotica. Tt is nsual to consult them
az to what they prefer—tes, coffee, or o glass of sherry wine avd a
bisenit, or bread and cheese aod boer. After every two or threo cluzacs
have been judged, the boy or attendant should hand out the slips that
are ready to the eeeretary, who should keop o copy of thom for his awn
guidanes, and send the originals to the printer; by adopting this mothed
you are eaabled to bave yonr catelogues ready very shortly after the
judges have finished their work, As soon as they have completed their
1ack have a good snhstantial dinner ready for them. Aftor dinmer the
judges ehonld cheek the catalogus with the hooks aupplied them by the
eceretary, to see that no ervor has been wade ; they shonld then sign
thom, hisving first cortified that they mro corrcot.  These books shonld Lo
£|3r.u.ir.|ed by the secrotary for future reference in caze of any dispute. He

]

* When practicable, the night mall will in all cases be fonnd most snitable.
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will then pay thew theiv fees and travolling oxpenses, taking n recvipt for I
the same, unless the troasurer is present to do so. )

Sellvag ok, —With perand to the arrangement for selling tickets,
hes mua-t give ﬂm perdon authorised to recoive the ndmission charges
somany tickotz of cack kind, debiting him with their value. Amnother
poreon mnst be cmployed to oolleal these and to not ns chook.  Instroct
the lattor to admit ne one without n ticket. To distinguizh botweon the h
tickets sold ot the door nnd those sold by membors or riven to subgeribers,
put your name or initials to the Tattor snd leave the formor blank, Every
hour orfwo the ticket collector or check shonld liand in to the seeretary
or treasurer tho tickots collected by him, which should bo sorted nnd
entered on n sheot, and afterwards ploeed under look and key, The
seerefary will likowise supply the ticket snlesman with catalogues to sell
to visitors ; theso must form o soparste noconnt.

Chee —Aftor tho show is over tho secretary muost ke out
n st of prize money able to euch exhibitor, and hand it to the treasurer ;
Le will likewiso neconnt to the treasurer for all ensh he receives for sub-
seriptions, &o., overy meoting night, if the treasurer is presont, taking his
repoipt for each puyment in & memomnodum book which shounld beused for
this purpese.  The scevotary will likewise, on cuch show night, check over
the amountof the takings ot the dooe, in the presenee of the treasurer and
committes, snd sfter counting and entering the same in his book, hand
over to the treasuror, taking his ncknowledgement sa before.
No false delicacy chould be exorcised on these cccasions, but everything
shonld be done in a atraightforward business-like manner, and with exact-
neas.  He will, furthermore, gather in the varions necounts, and hand

1 CET
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them to the treasurer for payment ; whon paid, the trensurer will hand
them to the eccrotary, who will enter them on the credit side of his
neconnt before filing thom.

Bewornl of prices frow coges.—Bofore the judges entor the show room [
kave always made it o rule to oot off all the prices from the class tickels,
so that they may vot in any way be influenced in their opinion by o
fancier’'s own estimation of his birds, for some judges if they observe twa
birds in the same class pregisely alike, are apt to rofor to the prices
befors giving their verdiets, and if not thoroughly self-velinut mon
and endowed with moral conrage, they are wont to pander to the opinicns
of the ownars. Another reason is, that it is often the means of cansing

a mood =nle for catalogues, as many people purchase them on purpose to
got to know the price of tho spocimens ; it 18 also a sort of key to fauciers,
as it coables them to estimate the gualities of & judge ; for there are fow
fanciers of erpericnce who do not know as well, and sometimes botter,
than seme of those people who act in that capacity, the resl merits and
qualifimations of their spocimens. -
Orilecs jor eafolagics—Whenever an exhibitor ronds an order and pre-
payment for ene or more eatalogues, T male an éotry in front of his name
.
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in the index thus, * 1 ¢.” or ** 2 ¢, and 80 on, necording {0 the vumber
paid for; this I dowith rod ink, to appear moro gbuspicnons. I after-
wards make ont a list of the namwes and addresses of those fonciers who
have paid for them, and as soon after as conveniont I dircct a stamped
nowspaper wrapper to cach of them ready to fold the entalogue in as Foon
as received from the printer. When move than one is paid for, I put
the number reguired immediately below the adidross in plain figures, so
thet they can be got roady in a fow minutes for the post.

Migeellaneows hinls.—The secrotary or troasurer and one o two of the
committoe, alternately, should bo in eonstant ntlendanco to give any ex-
planation to pateons and others desiving it, and to keep proper order in tho
ghow room. Sometimes fowers, stoffed bivds, evergreens, or music are
introduced as additional attractions, but these ave merely accessories, nud
may ko pdopted or rojected at the disevetion of the committes. It is some-

times comaidosed desirabloto have a show opened by somo person in o high
goeinl pogition, and to eharge an oxtra feo to witness the ceremony, but
this plan has never been attomded with soeecss within my knowledge
Exhibitors are i some cnses sdmitted to the show at any time, when
open, on payment of sixpence.  No birds can be zold or removod withont
the authority of the sccretary and in conformity with the regulations.
An aeccount of all gales should be kept.

After the receipt of entries, if you find that the show is badly gupported,
write & lottor to cach of the prinecipal cxhibitors who have not alroady
patronized your show, pressing them to do so; your nppeal is sure to mest

with some responses,

Every night thit the specimens are in the show room a diligont search
ghould be mude to see that no cat, or person, is coneealed on the promises,
prior to the lights being extingnished, and the room segurad for the nighi.
Someone sbould take charge during the night, unless a hall-kesper
rexides in eomo part of the bailding, when it may be considored unnoces.
pary. I you find it desirable during any period of the exhibition to
hive & policeman in attendance, you can get one by giving timely notice
ta the superintendont of the town or district whore the show is held.

Do sure to see that the drinking tine aro always returned with the enges
to whioh they belong ; this is offen neglected, nud cunses annoyance aad
needless cxpense to exhibitors.

Rofreshments should be supplicd to those people who are engaged in
any ardunous dutics, such a3 packing and nnpacking birds, arrnging the
taliles or stands for tho eages, and similor dutics, Members of the com-
mitton shonld oach bave o family scnson ticket given to them, nnless
they woar favonrs in their coats by which they cam bo easily recognised
by the tieket collector and eheck-taker,

Treasurer's Diglins—The duties of o treasurer to an ornithologienl
mssociation nro mors confidentizl than onerous. He will be required to
take charge of all moneys eollected and paid on behalf of the socioty ; he
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will furthermor be required to pay ull necounts, or depute the scerefary
te do w0, incorred om its bohnlf ; ho must likewiso keep o debtor amd
oreditor necount aa well as the secretary, so that they will act as o eleck
to cach other, and be o means of preventing erroes or irregularitios.
After the conclusion of the show, and all the disbursements sre com-
pleted, he will be required to propare a balance sheot i ¢ rldnigo, setting
forth the source from which the funds have boemn derived, showing at a
glanco the amount recoived by subsoriplions, entrmnce fees, sale of
tickets, ndmissions (o the cxbibition, &c, separately, and on the debit
side every item of expendituro should be plainly and clearly spocified, #o
that it is intelligible to the meancst capaoity. After it is comploted it
ehould be subwitted o the committer for their inspaction, information,
and approval, at a specinl meoting ealled for that purpose.  If it iz
satiafactory to all, it is costownry [or a vote of thauks to bo accorded to
both the eceretary and treasurer, aod also to the vice-chairman ; but this
duty devolves npon the committes. If a balance remains in favour of
the society, it should be placed in the Post.office or other savings bank
in the names of three trustees, which should always inelude the secre-
tary and troasurer and ome of the commities or tho vice-chairman. In
the event of the society being in avvoars, the secretary and treasurer
arolinble to be ened in the county court for any debt logally contracted
on bebalf of the society, and they in furn can sue every mombor of the
committee for their ratenble proportion. Showld they rofuse to pay it
voluntarily, this i, I balieve, the law on the snbject.

Accounts.—The following speeimen of a balsucs sheot will doubtloss be
fonnd very serviceabls, especinlly to those who are nnacqusinted with
peactical book keeping. Tho names nsed for the socioty, seorotary, com-
mittes, and all snd every name which nppenrs not only in the acconnt, but
lizawizse those in the spocimens given for arranging 4 schedunls and
entalogue pre, ns a matter of course, in this instance, imaginary or
fictitious. After the conclusion of the meoting, the {reasuror should
Lkisnd over to the secretary all the neconnts he has paid, and the balance
sheet, which should be carefully checked, and afterwards filed. Soma-
times auditors are appeinted to examine the acconnts, nnd cortify their
correctuess ; bub in a transaction of this kind swch a proposition Bji-
piars to me to be nnwarrantable and offensive, unloss there is some just
greand for adopting such o course, more especially when the appointments
are purely honorary. A treasurer should at all times ronder the secretary
all the nesistance in his power, us he is the individoal on whom the brunt
of the battle falla.

denuling prize moity.—When the prize money is sent to exhibitors, an
aclmowledgement should ko obtained. Keep the sumbers, dates, and
amounts of the post-office orders sent to ench, so that payment con be
proved il necessary. Never send postage stamps in payment of prive
money, however small the amount.
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Advice fo Judges.—Never necopl an appointment o officiate as
judgo at any show unless you feol morally cortain that there is no reason
why you should not be abla to fulfil your engngement, as it is & great dis-
appointment to the munsgers whon o judge, after accepting office, fails 1o
attend. Shonld you happen to feel at all unwell o fow days before a show
ia about to takoe place, where you ave nnder nn engagemont to act in that
capagity, it will be ndvissble Lo communiente the fact tothe pecrotary without
delay, so that he niay be prepaced, in the event of your not being able to
officiate, with a substitute to fill your place. De sure always to be in
attendanee in good timo on thoe day fixed for your services. If the show
is held at a town situnted o great distance from the one in which you
reside, it will be'best for you to arrive there the previous night, unless
vou prefor to travel all night, or can reach it before nine a.m, by procesd.
ing with an early morning trnin on the doy of the show. It ia not o
commendablo practico to travel all night, ns it is vory likely to nofit 2 man
for the proper performance of hia dutics. As soon as you accept an
appointment s judgoe ot o show, you shonld roquest the seerotary to fur-
nizh yor with o echedule or programme of prizes and the regulations, which
you should read over attentively, and if theve is angthing in it which you
do not clearly comprehond, write at once for an explination. Before
you proceed on your journoy to the town whore the show is to
talke place you shonld prepasre yowesell with o penny memorandom
book, which yom must arrange in the samo way as the schedole, thak
ig, =0 far as the classification is comcerned. You should likewise
write tho *word “prize” on three scparate and consecutive lines,
and also immedintely below theso the lottera V.H.C., leaving two lines on
which £o enter the numbera, then H.C, and C., acting in the same way.
You then enly require to fill in first, sccond, and third prizes, and the
oumbers of the other birds cntitled to these distinetions, which saves
mneh fime, The sserotary shonld likewiso propare for you n book of this
kind, but it is for his own reference and satisfaction.  This book I always
fill in from my ewn, and afterwards cheek it over with the printed cata.
logue. T then certify it ns being correct, sign it, and hand it to the
gecretury 3 but the catalogue T keep, and aftor T roturn home I compare
it with my own book ; if I discover a discrepaney I write to the scerclary
to rectily it without dolay. Youn should likewiso propare yoursolf with: a
good eyoglaza—na powerful magnificr—and throo small phials, containing
toats for stained bLirds, one of spirits of wine, another of liqguor of potnsa,
and tho third should conkein o good strong solution of common washing
eoda, or a little wellgdiluted hydrochlorie acid, but unless the latter is
properly prepared it is dangerons to wnse; the fumes of this acid will
removo most dyes, but this, foo, is o dangerons process, and should not
bo prastized by anyone who does net thorenghly noderstand how to use
it. A pair of gmall tweezers will be fonnd useful for exnmining fhe
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pinion and body foathers, &, of thespecimens.  You must likowise be sup-
pliod with ous or two spotless white hagdkorehicls nud o picco of nice elonn

=cotton wadding, in case you shonld reqnire to tost the genuinoness of the

colonr of any bivds, If the logs of o bird are stained with & colouring
matter, or the underflee, when blown, appears diseolonred, or if the
colonr bo too ssme tlroughout and void of bloom, it is o pretty ovident
sign that the bird has been tamperod with, T have detected sovernl
in thiz way. Whilst you are judging be sure to partake of some light
refreshmant, but aveid aleoholic beverages, unless it be o glnss of shorry
or good bitter Beor. Aftor you onter the sliow room, snd before youn
commenes vour duties, take a wallk round the holl or room, and satisfy
yourself that yon thoroughly understand the elisa arrangements, 11 you
obsoarve any birds drooping, or any snturated with waler from bathing, re-
move them to the fire to get warmed or dried, as the esso may be, but bo
#ure not to overlock them when you eomo to judge the clusses to which
they belong. If you find o bird in o wrong class, eadl the attention of the
gocretary to the fuet.  Always use your own jndgment indopendently in
giving awards ; pandor to no man in this respoct. Should there be two
judges and you fail to agree after earefully going into all the points of the
birds in dispute, let the seceretary appoint ancther person to actas referce
to decide between you ; his opinion must be final, Where there aro three
judges, the majority muat prevail.  When you Grst commence to judge a
clase of birds look them throurh vory earefully, and ploce all the bost
hirds—that first strike you—together; then commencs o compare and
cxamine them minataly, and give your awards., Do nothing hurriedly,
end always nct conscientionsly, honestly, and fearlossly, and with the
greatost impartiality, regarvdless of all consequences ; any man who acts
othorwize ia ynwortly to 61l the office: The usnal fee for judging is one
guines per day, exclusive of tenveolling expenses and hotel bill, unless you
agres to act upon any other terms. 11 o show is likely to prove a fuilure,
you might give your services graluitonsly, chorging bare expenses only,

If you happen to be on your way to o show, and mizs the train, or if
there should be a break-down on the way, or other eccurrence likely to
delay your arrival b the expectod time, tolegraph to the sccretary all
ngooasary particnlars, giving the time yon expect to reach your dosting-
tion. IF it albould be a dall or wet day, and the Light is bud, leave those
classes judged principally for ecolour to the last.  Procesd with York-
shire fungiea or the marled closses, and alwags eount the wing and tail
feathors of all the prize birds ; if any aro wanbing in o apecimen, it should
ba disqualifiel. Write on the class ticket the words *f Disgualified,” * Dao-
ficlant in plumage.” A bird may hove lost a feather by ncecident, and
if it i3 in the caze you should mention the fuct to the socretary, who will
conzult with the committes, and if they are satizfed that the feather hoa
been shed whilst in flieir cnstody it should not be considered o disguali-
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fiention, or counled as such. The bird should stand, bunt the commitbos
rhould look well to this ns an unsorupulons oxhibitor might extruct w
fonl feathor from the tail or wing of n show specimen and placo o dark
ong (or wice versi) iu the bottom of the eage, taken from another bind.
I have henrd of such things being done.

In judging lizard canaries, handle thom, and blow them all over, and
notige porticularly that the bird has not a bold faco which has been
“ blacked in,"” and ihat there are no white feathers in the pinion covers.
Fxsming their legs minutely, ss they aro often found to be stained, and
also the upper mandible. Tn judging crested birds, see that the crests
amp nol gummed down, These and a varicty of similar dishonest prie-
ticea nre oftem resorted 1o by noprincipled fancicrs.

In mdging any other variely of canary class, he shounld select the
best gpecimen of ench distinet variety ghown, and place them first, second,
aml third according to their merits; but in awarding prizes in a selling
ciass be shonld mive the prizes to the best birds exhibited, and indopendent
of any other considerntion whatever,

1 have acted za jedge severnl timos during the past sixteen years, and
Lave alwaye mcted in accordance with the plan herein sot forth, and 1
nover was found fault with. I have been reluetantly nocessitated to
rufuee 4 great momy invitations to be judge at different ghows, owing to
the pature of my employment, as I have great difficulty in getting from
bhome., A jodpe should always bear in mind that he s as much the
servant of the exhibitors as he iz of the managzers of the show, and that
if he is fpithfnl in the discharge of his duties he ought to act with the
muost etudied impartinlily.
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Turned Fillor Legs with Bross Castors

For 21t § in. Avlary ..., L1 1 0 For & . 6 in, Aviney e 21340
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These Aviaries are made of Mahogany, Freoch Polished, and Bmes or Tinned
Wire, ench Avinry having two loose divieions, dividing it into thres separnto
compartmenis, each compartment being ftted with the necessary feeding boxes,
&e, The divisions can be ensily withdmwo if desired, and so fornm ono loog
Aviary.

BIRD BATHS TO MATCH, 5a, EACH.
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Pheasantries, &e.

Galvanised Wire Aviaries for Lowns, Phensaniries, Ten Coops, Rose Tomples,
Garlen Archways, Flower Stands, Suspending Bnskets, Painted or Galvaniscd
Wire Trellis for Traininge, Lowns Bordering, Seed Protectors, Strnined Wira
Feneing, Cattle Hurdles, Gorden Chairs and Scats, Galvanised Wire Eel Trups,
I-'uhll:ir pud Prown Pots, amd every description of Wire Work, Plain and Oros-
meatal,

Drrawings and Estlmates post free on appliention.

J.J.Thomas & Co., Paddington Wire Works,

2B5 & 362, EDGWARE ROAD, LONDON, W.
And at the Royal Horticultural Socicty's Gardens, Seuth Kensington.
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Togal dto,, bovelled boards, gilt edges, price 2.
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THELE
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BY W. B. TEGETMEIER, F.Z.5.
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T. W. Woob.

1o dowy Svo., prico 2a. 6., cloth gilt ; poat free, 2a. B,
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BY W. B. LORD, R.A.
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THE
Internal Parasites of our Domesticated
Animals ;

A Manual of the Entozoa of the Ox, Sheep, Dog, Horse, Pig, and Cat.

By T. SPENCEER COREQLD, M.D., F.E.B., F.L.5.
1llnstrated with namorous woeodonts.

LONDON: THE “FIELD" OFFICE, M6, STRAND, W.C.

Price id,, or 2a. 6. the half.dozen,
THE

FIELD DUPLICATE JUDGING BOOK

Faeilitates the work of the Judges at

POULTRY AND OTHER SHOWS.

LONDON: THE iET:ID'_'_ﬂFFICE,.ﬂiG. BTRAND, W.C.
THE DOGS OF THE BRITISH ISLANDS;
THEIR HISTORY AND CHARACTERISTICS.
EDITED BY “STONEHENGE."

PREOFUSELY ILLUSTRATED.
Prico 10s Gd.; Ly post, 1ls 44d,

LONDON: “THE FIELD"™ OFFICE, 346, STRAND, W.C.




A JEURNAL
OF RURAL FURSUITS.
ENLARGED TO THIRTY-TWO PAGES WEEKLY.
e G g
BLISHED EVERY THURSDAY PRICE TWOPENCE.
R e ———
CONTENTS.
ennel and Stable,—Articles on Dogs and Horses; Full and
speedy Reports of Shows, Correspondence on all matters affecting
the Canine world, &e. ; with frequent Illustrations of Prize Dogs.
Joultrp and Liabbits.—Articles on Poultry, Pigeons, and
- Rabbits ; full, early, and accurdte Reports of Shows ; Discussions
on variouns points of interest toF anciers. Oecasional Portraits of
well-known Pigeons and Fowls add to the interest of the depart-
ment,
him'l_} anm r:}. i’ll'fui—s"u'tin::les and Notes on Cage Birds and
Eee Keeping, by leading Authorities ; accurate and early Reports
f Shows: speedy and reliable Advice in matters of Bird Keeping
r Apicolture. Illustrations are often given.
i’ﬁhiltg‘ ano ﬁbﬂﬂﬁll »—Current Events noted ; Articles and
Letters from various Correspondents on the many questions
embraced by these sports. Diagrams or other Illustrations are
given whenever necessary,

afural E‘i‘itl‘[fti—ﬁrticlgs and Letterson Entomology, Botany,
ology, &c. Interesting subjects are often Tustrated.
t and i‘jenr,-—.ﬂmigrnﬁnn fully treated; Travels in all
ountries. i
rm and Gacden,—Articles interesting to the Fanuer, Pro-
eszional, and Amateur ; Goardening in all its branches ; Cultural
ireetions for various flowers and froits, both out of doors and
under glass. Engravings of novel or interesting plants are con-
tantly added. ]
Eﬂrl‘s,-—Full Reports of Football, Athletics, Cricket, Rowing,
wimming, and other Sports in their senson are given weekly by
competent writers,
Quarterly Subscription, post free 2s. 84. prepaid.

QFFICE: 32, WELLINGTON-STREET, STRAND, LONDON, W.C.
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RABEITS for PRIZES anil I"HGT‘I'I' Bm Caanves Ravsow.

i Coutpins, Hotehes, Breeding, Feeding, Discases u.11.1|. their Treatment, Rabbits
an s Food Supply, and eareful deseriptions of Angor, Belpian Here, Dutch, Hima-
Inyau, Lop, Patagouisn, Siberinn, Slver Grey, and Pollsh Feoey Habblis, with full
paga porteaits of prize ul\ncml T 8

*feperal Monagomebt® and % Exhibition Robbits* may be bad soparatoly,
price 1L each.

TOOULTRY for PRIZES and PROFIT. By Jaues Lowa.
Profusely Muaateatod, Tn parts, price Gd each,
L-BREEDING POULTIRY FOR PRIZER—Tourth Editlon -
IL=EXHIBITION POULTIEY (Parg L L —"Third Editian. |

LIL - EXHIBITION POULTRY (Part ILL—Third Edition.
IV —MANAGEMENT of tha PFOULTHY YA =Second Editlon.

l‘llE BOOK of the GOAT: containing Practical Directions
» Manngemsent of the Ailel Goat in Health sod Discane, IHusirated.
By STEI II.} N HOLMES. Cloth gile, price n 4L, by post 2a 5d

l‘llE DISEASES OF DOGS: their Pathology, Diagnosis, and
Treatment. "o which is ndded o complats Diietiounry of Canine Materiz Madles,
Ey HUGH DALZIEL, Iopaper prico 1., kncloah gilt 35,

REAKTING and TRAINING DOGS : being conecize directions

for tho proper Education both for Fighl nnd for Companivus, of Hetriavers,

Paolotors, Setters, Spanbels, Terriers, &e By * PATHFINDELR" (of * The Country,”
&), Inecloth gilt, b by post b, I-n'

URKING for AMATEURS, containing full description of the
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for the effective use. of them om wood, metsl apd ivory. IHuostroted with 130 flrs-
olags wood epgravings, Siconp Emzios. Cloth, price Ux Gd

‘. TORKING IN SHEET METAL: he::'lcg practical instrnetior
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Ifnatrated TJII:I‘.I Eprrios, Prico &,

1 RITISH MARINE ALGA : Being a Popular Account of tif
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[‘HE ART of PYROTECHNY : Being Comprehensive and
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FISH. Vrice 6it, by post Gd,

RDSE GROWING for AMATEURS: being practical instrur,

v tlomn for the specossful Culture of Roses, with sclections of the hest varietl
pdapted to the requirements of the Amntenr in Town or Conntry. By W, Iy PRIO|
Priosle &L by post 1o T

QERHETS and FERRETING: Containing Tnstroctions for
3 e Brsling Management, and Wark!ng of Ferreta, | Briee ', i post 1k,
IRUKING, GHAFTING, and BUDDING FRUIT TREES,

Hiwstrated with nluctp-thres diegrama By Dn T FISH. Price 1, by poat s, 14 '
I
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