


















































































































































































































































































































































158 ON THE CLASSIFICATION OF QUADRUPEDS. 

be the precise locality .of the rattels, the badgers, and the 
racoons, they are obviously aberrant forms, and they 
will not, therefore, affect our definition of tlje

0 
typical 

peculiarities of the U?'Sin<JJ. .. 
(175 . ) The rattel (Ratellus mellivo1'us), is descp.bed' 

both as a native of Southern Africa and of lnclia, and 
much information has been publishetlrnpon both. The 

given by Sparrman, however, of theiCape rattel, "C) 

and that by general Hardwicke of the Indian, are fj) 

widely different, notwithstanding the opinions of mo-
dern autl!ors to the contrary "', that strong do• bts may 
be entertained whether they are even of the"same genus.t 
The Indian badger of general Hardwicke (fig. 70.), as 

10 he states, " is a noc-
turnal animal, livJng in 
burrows excavated in 
the high ·banks of the 
Ganges, from which it 

-· issues at night : it 
prowls about the habiiat ions of the natives, and 
scratches up the ' recent and unprotected graves for 
the pur i)'ose of feeding upon the dead bodies. It 
burrow&, with such rapidity, using its fore paws, that in 
ten minutes it will work itself under cover in the hard­
est It is a bold animal, its hide remarkably 
thick, and its strength too much for ordinary sized 
dogs. general food is flesh, in any state, but it is 

.remarkably eager after birds; and cr.ows, which were 
sometimes given to the individual I had domesticated, 
were devoured with- impatiem avidity : living rats 

* z "' . . , .. - ... -.. 
ool. Gardens, 1. 17. the editor has been at some pains to show l . 

anima_ls are the same , I have been induced to look further into f 
question, ana the doubts expressed above have been changed to cer- I . 

mty. Th1S is not the place for entering into much detail . but, if the ) • 
;;";.':f1erwil1Jompare the original figures of general Hardwicke o'rthe ' , .,_ 
by or the drawn from the life, and upon the spot, ' · 
Sketches Af best zoological pa.mt7r s we. have ever had , (S. Daniell' • . 
Whethe; he will imm ediate ly concur in this opinion . ' 
name of rau l. i erent animals are known at the Cape by the common 
this error by hnother matter; but Mr. Bennett may have been led into 
these figure• work o! J:?.aniell Diminished _copies of 

t Lmn. Trans. ix. 116 1 ted. (fig. 10. 11.) 
• [> .9. . 


































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































