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NATURAL HISTORY. 

1mrnoc:Enos. 

r 

0 0 

Bicornis (Lat. bis, twice; corm£, !".horn), the Two-Hom ed RJ,inocems, or 
Rhinalltei·. 

Their food consists almost entirely of tbe thorny bmnc110s of 
the wait-a-bit thorn s. Their horns OJ:e much shorter thnn · 
those of the other varieties, seldom exceeding eighteen inch es 
in length. They are finely with constant rubbin g 
n,g-ai.nst the trees. The skull is remarkably formed, its rnost 
stri.ki.ng feature beina the tremendous thick ossifictl;l;ion in 
which it ends above the nostrils. It is on this mass that t11c 
horn is supported. The horns are not connected with the 
sk.uU, being attached merely by the skin, · ancl they may 
be separated from the heacl by means of a sharp knife { 
They are harcl, and perfectly solicl throu ghout, ancl are a fin, · 

for various articles, such as drinkin g cupsi, 
or II C ' b ell ' & 81h h . bl ' au es for turner s tools, &c. re. · .L e orn 1s 

e of a very high polish. 'I'he eyes of the rhi nocur ol:! 
o.ie small d . . · · 
I t 

an sparklmg, ancl do not r eadily· observe the 

' .· 

rnu er pr ·d . . ' ov1 ed he keep to leewaxcl of them. The sk m 1,; 
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NATURAL HISTORY. 203 

Sub·famil y •c. Buteoninre.- (Lat. B uteo, a Buzzard.) 

nuTEo. 

0 

Vulgaris (Lat . cornrnon), tlie B1tzzai·d. 

It generally builds in high trees, but has been known to 
make nest among rocks. Its eggs are usually thre e in 
nurpber, of a whitish colom, spotted with pale brown, and 
.,,1most devuid of the 'peculiar red tinge that generally char:ac­
terises the eggs of the dilLrnal birds of prey. The length of 
this bird is from tweuty to twenty-two inches: the fourth 
primary feather is the longest . 

" r. • THE HONEY BUZZARD. 

' The genus Pernis is distinguished by the feathered lorum 
• cir band '.round the eyes. Th e HO NEY Bm::ZARD is funnel in the 

warmer parts of Europ e, and in Asia, seldom visitino· our 
shores. · It s food does not consist of honey, as its name 
seem to indicate, but of bees, wasps, and their larvre. In the 
stomach of one that was shot in Scotland, a great number of 



.... 
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204 NATURAL HIST ORY . 

Sub-family cl. 11Hlvin a . . 

PEHNIS. 

0 

0 

Apiv orus (Lat. Bee-eati ng), tlie H oney B,izzarcl. / 

bees aud grubs were found, but no hon ey or It does _not, 
howev er refuse small quacb:uped s, or sometm1es small birds , 
if pre ssed by hun ger. It is_ a bird of passage? _Eur?p e 
at the commencement of w111ter. I nest 1;;; blult 111 high 
trees, and its eggs are two or thr ee 111 grey; spotted 
with red at one end, and surr ounde d '"1th a red band. Its 
lengt h is abo ut t wo and the exp.anse of its wings fifty-two ·' 
inches. 'l'he third pri mary feathe 1: 1s the longest . 

The KrT E, GLEDE, or GLED, .is not unc ommon in Engfand, 
and is spread over Europ e, .Asia, an d ort bern Africa. It is 
especially hated by the fa1:mer its depredations on his 
poultry, and its appearance is the for a genera l outct 
among the terrifi ed poultrl -, who :perceive it long before the 
keenest-eyed man can distmgu1sh it from a casual spot in the 
distant sky. The qioi"tsma n n.lso detests it for the havo·c 
which it mak es among the game,-possibly the 'kite hates 
the sportsman for the same r eason. . , 
•. It bui l?s in tall trees, and lays , three eggs, white, spot ted 
with redd ish brown at the larger encl. I ts lenQ.ih is rather 
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HISTORY. 2'43 

doubling and redoubling of. her voice, might well be lifted 
above earth, and say, 'Lord, what 1nusic hast thoii provicled 
fo1· the sa·ints in Heaven, when thoii ajfo1·dest bacl men siich 
ni'us ic on earth I' " 

lt mu t. borne in mind that not only in this bird but in 
other singing birds, th mall i fu o l\ t s tl1at 1'lilton' 

to the "sweet songstress" is unfortunately not quite 
-so correct as poetical ; a misfortune of frequent occurrence. 

SYLVIA.- (P·1·oper name.) 

Uuduta (Lat. iva11y), the Dcirtfoi·d Warbler. 

The 'vVARBLERS are spread over almost the entire globe, 
nd •many o·ladden this country with their pleasant songs. 

· ;h.e Dartfo1';'d its .name fro_m the place where 
it was first noticed as a Bntish bn·d. It is small, 
hardly larger a wren, but the of its tail m?reases 

-i 8 apparent size. Furze-b:1shes form its usual resideuce. 
/:here it may seen over the 

0
tops of_ th0e bushes, 

'uttering its quavermg song, at t?e same tune erecting 
the feathers .of its head, n,nd puffing its throat. It lays its 
eO"oS in a carefully the centre a fmze-

b
"'"'h 'The eQ'o·s are of n, gieemsh white, speckled with brown 
US· oo 'h 

t It . ]erJO"th is fr.e me es. ·po s. o 
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NATURAL HISTORY. 

TURD11S. 

0 

i\Iustcus (Lat . inusiectl), the Song· TMu s!,. 

commenced, and may often be seen conspicuo{1sly placed in a 
bush, some t;,me before the leaves have begua to sprout. In 
order to defend the callow young from the cold winds of the 
season when they m·e hatched, the nest is more svbstantial 
than birds are· accustomed to build, being thickly plastered 
within With a coating of mud, effectually keeping out the 
chilling blasts. Were it only for its singing powers, the 
Thrush would deserve protection ; but the services it renders 
to the gardener iu devoming insects, snails, &c., entitle it to 
a, double share of regard. 

· it is very amusing to watch a thrush listening for th e 
sound of the earth -worm working his way tln·ough the ground, 
or the gnawing teeth the cockchaffer grub . The grub he 
iwiearths and devom s without further ceremony, but he knows 
th at if he is not cautious, the will withdraw itself 
out of his reach. He therefore gives several hop.s near the 
worm, fancying that it hears its. the mole pur­
·suing it? comes to the surface, and is mstantly seized in 
triurnp)t.·by the crafty thru sh. . . 

It cleaxs the shells from snails by beatmg them ao-ainst a 
. " stone, and when .it has found a convenient place fur tho.t .. 































































































































































































































































































































































































446 NATURAL HISTORY. 

contradicting, having experienced the contrary effect." The 
eel mentioned was a small one, only two feet long ; but one 
that had arrived at its full growth would have given a very 
much stronger · shock. An English sailor was fairly kn9cked 
down by a shock from one of these eels, nor did he recover 
his senses for some time. It is said that the shock can pass 
up a stick, and strike the persoi;i. it .. l\fr. l3ryant"and 
a companion were both strupk while pourmg ·off the water 
from a tub in which an electric eel had beell:! placed. o 

Humboldt , in his "Vtews of Nature," gives a very animated ·. 
description of the method employed by the Indi ans to take 
these formidable creatures-a method.equally ingenious and 
cruel. Knowing from experience that the . powers of the 
gymnotus are not adequate t o a constant volley of shocks, 
they contrive that the shgcks shall be expended on the horses 
iustead of themselves. 

Having fol;ll;).d a pool containing electric eels, they force 
troop of wild horses to enter the pool. The ee ,,. 
immediately attack the intrud ers, and destroy many of them 
by repeated shocks ; . but by constantly forcing, fresh supo 
plies t o mvade the pool, powers of the 
gymnoti become exhausted, and they are then draD"o·ed out 
with impunity. 00 

THE SHORT SUN-FISH. 

This order derives its name from the cu.· 
the jaws, which are together in a very s:ruct ure of 

The SHORT SuN-FI SH has been fre ueutl cu iai 

all part s of our coasts. It is of q Y m almost 
looking as if three-fourths of a shap e, 
off, leaving only the head and should e fl ad been cut 
marine Munchausen's horse: ers, something a 

It attams to a very large size and h b 
thr rh clr d d ' as een known t . . ee un ·e poun s, its length beuw o weigh 
inches. " only four feet five 
. It lives mostly at the bottom of th . .' . 

rises to the surfaee, and lies. perhaps sea, freo,uently 
. ' as eep, fl.oatmg with t he 

. /, I 

" •.. 

tJ.. • • 
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452 - d must of •· 

. a laced at each extremity of the hea ' 
The eyes, bemo P d d ower of vision. . 
course possess a very h;s a curious habit of 

The THRESHER, a fis 'nfl.w. itc. . olent blow with its tm·l on 
f th ater and i ic mg a vi .b . 

out o e w. L 't belono·s to the Shark tn e. 
any object that annoys 1 ' o . . 

Ilpf<T'TlS, the Family IV. ' " 
o P RIST!S. 

Antiq_:orum (Lat . of the Anci ents}, the Smvfish0 

0 ii 
I' 

The SA WFlSH is found in the greatei;;t perfection-in the tro­
pical seas, it also Mecliter:anean. Th! 
weapon from which the fish derives it,s is a fl.at, lono 
prolongation of head, .on edge which are set hard 
tooth -like project10ns, curiously mserted mto the bone . 

This fish has been known to empioy its saw in the attack 
of the whale, bmying t lile apparently inappropriate weapon 
to the very root in the bocly of the whale; nor are 
wanting where the saw has been found firmly .. imbedded lll 

the hull of a ship. • 
The strength of the Sawfish is ver-s great . Captain Wils'l>J;l · 

gives an account. of the capture of a Sawfisb, . measurir g 
twenty-two feet m Jengtb, ancl weighing nearly five tons. 
After the fish had been entanaled in a net for several hom-s, 
making violent effo.rts to Cayt(\,in Wilson got ·a .rope. 
firmly fixed round its saw, aucl set thirty men to haul the 
rope. The whole thirty could not move it one inch, nor as 

I 
., 

.· 
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NATURAL HISTORY. 509 

dener _of Rosel, a famous natm·ali st, was quit e disconcert ed 
affirmmg that he never .saw insect s hold their heads so hi o-h ' 

T?-e .DEATH'S-ImAD MOTH is the largest of the. 
as it_ not unfrequ ently _measures nearly six 

rnches a,,ross the wmgs. I ts rather omrnous name is derived 
from the singular markin a in the thora.x which does not 

.., . • 0 ' 
rt::qmre much imagin:1tion to represent a skull and cross-
bones. 
· S?_rge natm·aliEts have asserted that thi s moth makes its 
w.::tY bee-hives , and rob s the of their honey, 
d1sm:mrng their r ei:;entment by ::t curious squeakin o· noise 
which it has the pow@r of producing. 

0 

The uneducated rustics h:1ve :1 great horror of this insect, 
and consider its ·appearan ce as a most disastrous omen. In 
a sma11 'vill'a<»e· removed from the influenc e of railways, 

<?ne morning, as the inh::tbitants were going 
_ ., ?rou gh .the cli:ru,;chyard , M 'Jth appeared on -­

tne path .· EverY, one recoiled w dismay, and no one dared 
approa?h the dread ed object. SundrJ'." heads were shaken at 

0 the evil omen, and various prophetic remarks made. .At 
last, the blacks I1lbth summoned up comage, pnd with a great 
jump, · came down on the unfortun ate moth, and happily 
destroyed 0 it:x· The people were in ignoran ce that. as 
there were several field.s near plante d with potato es, on whwb 
ve<retable the caterpill ar O'enen:ally feeds, there w1:;re probably 
a few hundred of Moths in the vicllµty . 

In common with m::tlly other insects, the of 
the Death's-h ead Moth shine at rught, like two stars, which 
adds considerably to the' terror inspired by its appearance . 

* l (a:ave thi s spCcimen now in my c1t is of c_onrse mashed quite _ flat. 
is a very singula r fact tbat those who , hvwg so much u1 the open fields, \\·ould 

he 
5
upposed to have a t knowled ge of natural phenomena, are really p:ofoundl y 

ignorant of .tbal pass before their eyes. I have already menti oned the 

11opulnr sttpcrstit1ons efts. . 





















0 

0 

Fallow-dee r , 159. 
Fa1n iliaris , 49. 
F ario, :t3•1. 
F elidre, 2s: 
F elin a, 2So . ·. 
F eli s; 10. 
Fei re.-28. 
Fib er, 109.•. 
Fi elclfar e; 258. 
Fi s11ng-fro g,, 11-22 . 
FR;suo stre s , 222. 
Fi ssiro stre s Dium re, 224. 
----i) Noctllmre, 222. 
· lamindo, 356. . 0 

Fl am.in,) a , 221. 
F lava, _5 f! 
F lea, 514 . 
Fly-c atch er , Sp otted, 2G4. 
Fl ying Squirr el, 121. 
Fl yin g Dra gon , 388. 
Fl yin g-fish., 432 .• • 
F olia ta, 194 . 
Fom1ic a 501. · 
Fonnk anurr, 490'. • 
formic arina?; 2 5'6. 

ormicida>, 501. 
owl: ·s 17: 
ox G3 · . · · 

·52.,. · . · 
ragili s, 385 . . 

F ratercula, 368. 
Frega ta, 383. 
Frigate Pelican, 383. 
Frin gilla, 285. o 
Fringilli dre, 285. 
Fritill ary, · ver- spotted, 
. 507. 
Fro g, 406. 
- Bull, 407. 
-.;r F ishin g, 422. 
- Tre e, ·107. 
Frugil egu s , 275. 
Frmn entarius, 107. 
Ful ica, 35G. 
Fuli gulin re, 365. 
Fuhn ar P etrel, 872. 
Fulvu s, 19G. 
Fur cntu s , 206. 

77. 0 

0 
Gadfl y, 
Gad id re, 4'(). • • 

'2G3. , 
lin re, 314. . • 
linula, 355. 
linulin re , 35'0. 

G• llopavo, 319. 
.o-a1lu s,.S l7 . . 0 

• 

Gmnmaru s, 477. 
Ga\lh at, 37j1. 
Garrufa . 228. 
Garrulin re, 2G9: 
Garfulti s, 2G5. 
Gas teropod a, 461. 

0 
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Gaz elle , 140. 
G e c k o, 38 6. 
Geckotitl ::e, 38G. 
Geissos aura , 3$5. 
Generali s, 464. 
Gen et, •H. 
Ge n e t ta , ·17. 
Ge on1e trid re, 5 11. 
Geo trupe s , 1!$6. 
. Geotrupid re , 4SG. 
Gibbon , A gil e , 16. 
Gigan teu s , 3 15. 
Gi ra lTa, HG. 
Giraffe, 146 .-> 
Glaciali s, 372. 
Gla cl iu s , 417. 
Gland ariu s, 269. 0 
Gli res , 103. 
Glow- worm, 4$8 . 

oGlu tino sa., 1l57 . 
Gn at , 5 13. 
Gnoo, 133. 
Gnu, l.'33. 
Goat , 1'13. 
Goat-s ucke r, 2220 
aobio , 426. 
Goldfinch, 2SG. 
Gold -fish , 
Golden-cres ted 'Vren, 246. 
Go lden E a&Jli, 199. 
Gold en Oriol e , 2G3. 
Goose, B em.icle, 358. 
--- Solan, 379. 
Go sh aw k1 212. 
Gou ld ii , 234 . 
Gould 'sHum m.ing -bird,234. 
Grac ili s, 2 •1-. 
Gracul a, 279. 
Gra clientia, 409. 
fir mca, 399 . 
Gra ll re, 3-v.l. 
Gran tlis, 49 9. 
'tir assh opp er Warbl e:;, 241. 
Great A uk , 369. 

· Great Bu st ar'd, 339 . :.-
Gi;at- earecl Owl, 220." 
Great Grey Sluik e, 2GG. 
Great Titn1ou se 1 250 . 

0 
0 

Gud geon , 426. 
Guill emot, 371. 

o Guin ea Pig ,. 11 3. 
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Gull , Bl ack-b acked , 376. 
Gulo, 68. 
Gurn ard , 412. 
Gyurnotitl re, 445. 
Gym.notu s , 44 5. 
G ypaC ticlre, 19 0. 
Gypaetu s , 190 . 
Gyrfalco , 207. 
Gyrfalcon, 207 . 

Gluti nou s , 45i. 
H aliaetu s 1 200. 

Shark, 

H ain s ter, 107 . 
H are , 11'1. 
H nreng u s, 437. 
H arrier, Jien, 215. 
H asse lqui s tii , 393. 
r.::rawk-owl, 216. 
--- Sparrow , 213 . 
H edg e Acc entor, 24-9. 
H edgeho g , 82. 
H elicidre, 463. 
J'l'eiix, 463. 
l l en }farrier, 2 15. 
H enn.it Crab, 475. 
1-l eron , 342. 
H erpes t es , 47. 
H errin g, 436. 
}Ie x aclncty lre, 51 L .. 

4 19. 
H 1ppopo tamina l SI 

IS I . 
Hrrcu s, 143. 
Hirunclinid re, 224. 
Jfirundo ,.>225, 377 ... 
Hi spida, 230. 
Hobby, 209. 
H ok>dac'fyli -114. 
H ominidre, '1. 
Homo, I. 
Hon ey Bee, 50•L 
Hoopo e, 2 32. 

Great Spott ed 
Hornet, .5'>2. 
H orribili s , 74. 
Hor se, 1G2. 302. D 

Grebe, Cres ted, 
--- Li ttle, 3Gt. 
GFeenfinch , 288. 

"G·ree n Woodp ecker, 304 . • 
Greyhound , GO. 
GrilTon Vultur e, 19G. 
Grisola, 26 4. 
Ground Beetle, 485. .,, 

_ 325>1 
-- Black , 324. 
Gruin re, 3'11. 

·Grunni ens , 131. 
Gru s, 3·H. o. 
GryHotalp a, 191. 
Gryph on1 19G . 

---, Sea, 419 . 
H ouse Sp arrow, 289. 
Howl er! Ursine, 21. 
H ·bird, B a r-t ail ed, 

--- Cora, 234. 
--- Doubl e-cre s te d 234. 
--- Gould ' s, 234. ' 
- -- Rub y-fn ro ate • 033 
Huntin g L eopard 4-1 ., - · 
H yclrobata, 25G. ' . 
H ydrochrerina, 11 3. 

, H yclroch renis, 113. 
H yren a, •15. 
B yenina, 45. 














