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HUCK=WILL 5=W [ D0iw,
WILSON; FLATE LIV, FIE. L

Tms solitary bird is rarely found to the north of
Jamies river, in Virginia, on the sen-board, or of Nash-
ville, in the State of Tennesee, in the interior; and no
nstanece has come to my knowledze in which it has
been seen cither in New Jersey, Pennsylvania, or
Maryland,  On my journey sonth, I first met with it
between Richmond and Petersburs, in Virginia, sud
also ou the banks of the Cumberland in Tenuesee,

Mr Peomant has described this bird under the
appellation of the * short-winged goatsucker,” ( Aret,
Zool, No. 336,) from a specimen which he roceivedl
from Dr Garden, of Charleston, South Carolina ; but,

| in speaking of its manners, he confounds it with the
whip-poor-will, though the latter is little more than
' balf the cubic bulk of the former, and its notes alto-
gether different,  “ In South Carolina,” says this
writer, speaking of the present species, * it is eilled,
from one of its notes, chuck-chuck-will's-widow ; anil,
in the northern provinees, whip-poor-will, from the
resemblance which another of its notes bears 10 these
words.”  (dret. Zool. p. 484.) He then procecds {o

'_-s-



4 CAPRIMULOUS CAROLINENSIS,

detail the manners of the comnon nhiu-p{mr—uill. by
exctracts from Dr Garden and M Kabo, which clearly
prove that all of them were personally unaciuiinted .
with that bird 3 and had vever seen or examinel any
other than two of our species, the short-winged or
chckowill's-widow, and the long=winged, or wizht
hawl, to both of which they indiscriminately attribute
the notes and habits of the whip-poor-will, Tt

The chuck-wills-widow, so called from its n'n!,f!,-
which seem exactly to articulate these words, ArTives”
on the sea const of Georsia about the middle of March,™
and in Virginin early in April. #1t commences i‘{: }
gineular call generally in the evening, soon after sunset,
anid contimies it, with short eceasional interruptions, for y
coveral hours, Towards morning these repetitions are Ju‘
renewed, and continne until dawn has fairly :Lppr:arui!u' !
During the day it is altogether silent.r, This uote,
call, instantly attracts the attention of 'stranker, Amidgs”
is strikingly different from that of the w hipv;rﬁnr-wﬂr.'
In sound and artienlation it scems plainly to express
the words whicl have been applicd to it {chuek=will's-
widow,) '|'|1'nnn|||i|"||t:_r each syllable leisurely and diz-
tinetly, putting the principal emphasis on the last word,
In a still evening it may be leard st the distanee of l

nearly a mile, the tones of its voiee being stronger and

more full than those of the whip-poor-will, who utters

his with much greater rapidity. In the Clickusaw I
country, and throughout the whole Mississippi territory,

[ found the present species Very numerous in the months

of April and May, keoping up a continued noise during

the whole cvening, and, in mooulight, throughout the /
whole af the nisht, i i

The flight of this bird is low, skimming about af & Y

foe foct above the surfice of the ground, frequently
seitling on old logs, or on the fences, and from thenee
SWeeping around, in purmit of varions winged iusects

that (ly in the night, Like the whip-poor-will, it pre-

fors Uie declivitios of glens and other deeply shaded
places, making the surronnding monntains ring with
cchioes the whole evening, 1 zeveral times called the



CHUCK-WILL S-wipow, 5

attention of the Chickasaws 1o the notes of tlis liiral,
on which vecasions they always sssumed a zrave and
thowghttul aspect; but it appearcd to me that they
maide o distingtion between the twa Spegics; =0 that
whateeer superstitions notions they may entertain of
the one are probably applied to'Loth,

This sivgnlar genns of birds, formed to subsist on the
superabundanee of noeturnal inseets, are exactly and
surprisingly fitted for their pecoliae mode of life.
Tlasir thieht i= low, to accommodite iself to their prey;
silent, that they may be the better coneealed, and SWep
upon it nuawares ; their sight, most acate in the dusls,
when such insects are alvoad : theip evolutions, some-
thing like those of the bat, dquiclk and swlden; their
mouths, capalile of prodigious expansion, so seize with
Hkre certainty, and furnished  witly [u“;‘r hr;m(;]ping
huirs, or bristles, servine as palisadoes to secure what
cvmes hetween them,  Heposing so much during the
hieats of day, they are much infosted with vermin, parti-
enbarly about the head, and are provided with & comb
an the inver edae of the middle cllin-r_ with which they
are often employed in ridding themselves of 1hese [rests,
at least when inastate of eaptivity, Having no WL
of defence, except their wings, their chief security 1= in
the solitude of wight, and in their colonr wud close
rotrouts ||_'.' |].|.}' s the former so much reseimhline 1hat of
diad Teaves, ol various hes, as not to be readily distin-
suizhied from them even when close at hand.

Tl ehuck-will"s-widow liys its ewrs, two in unmber,
on the seound, generally, aud, T beliove, alwavs in the
woods; it mukes no nest; the eses are of o dull olive
colour, sprinkied with durker specks, are aliont as large
a5 those of a pigeon, amd exaetly oval,  Early in Sep-
tomber rl:u-_-: retire from the United States.

This species is twelve inches long, and twenty=six in
exlent ili“:, }'i‘liﬂ“‘i:-il, T-Itrl with black s the sides of the
wanth are armed with numerous long biristlios, strongs,

tapering, and furnished with iner hairs hranehing from
1

R
a3 che

k= and elin, rust colonr, spoecked with black ;
over the eye extends aline of small whitish spots; Lead
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and baek, very deop brown, powdeved with eream, rost,
il bright ferragivous, and marked with Tong mgeed
strealis of Dlack ; seapulars, broadly spotted with deep
Wack, Dordered with ercam, amd interspersed with
whitish ; the plumaze of that part of the neck which
falls over the lack, is long, something like that of a
vock, amil streaked with yellowish brown; wing quills,
barred with bl and lright rust; tail, vounded,
extending about an inel bevond the tips of the wings;
it consists of ten featbers, the four middle ones ave pow-
dered with various tints of ferruginous, and clegantly
wiarked with ine gig-eac lines, and large herring-hone
irures of black; exterior cilges of the three outer
hers, barred like the wings; their interior vanes,
for two-thivds of their length, are pure snowy white,
marbled with black, and ferruginous at the base; this
wlite spreads over the sveater part of the three outer
featliors near their tips ; across the throat is a slight band
or mark of whitish ; Lreast, black, powdered with rust ;
Lelly and vent, lighter ; leas, feathered before nearly to
the feet, which are of a dirty purplish flesh colour;
inner side of the middle elaw, deeply pectinated,

Tlhe female differs chiefly in wanting the pure white
on the three exterior tail fenthers, these being more of
a brownish cist.

7. CAPRINULEUS ANERICINTE, WILSON, —XIGHT NNAWE.
WILSON, FLATE XL, 716, L MALF. — F1d. IT. FEMAALR:

Tuins bivd, in Virginia and some of the southern dis-
tricts, is called o bat; the name night hawk s usoally
civen it in the middle and northern States, probably on
acconnt of its appearance when on wing very much
pecembline =ome of onre small hawlis, nnd from its habit
of fiving chictly in the evening.  Though it is a bird
nuiversally known in the United States, and inhabits
North America, in summer, from Florida to Huodson's
Bay, vet its hictory has been involved in considerble
uliscrrity by foreign writers, as well as by some of our

Y

l
|
|

|
|
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KIGIET 1ITAWK, 3 7

own country.  OF this I shall endeavour to divest it in
the present accoonnt.

Three species ouly, of this genus, are found within
the United States; the cluel-will's-widow, the whip-
poor-will, and the wight bawk., The first of these is
confined to those States lving south of Maryland ; the
other two are found generally over the Union, Lut are
frequently confounded one with the other, and by some
supposed to be one and the same bird, A comparison
ol7his with the fizure of the whip-poor-will will satisfy
those who still have their doubts on this subject ; and
the rreat diference of manners which distinguishes eachs
will render this still more striking and satisiactory.

Un the last week in April, the night hawk commonly
makes its first appearance in this part of Pennsylvaniz.
At what Imrlicll]:tr period they enter Georgia, [ am
unable to say ; but I find, Ly my notes, that, i passing
to New Orleans by land, 1 first olserved ihis bird in
Kentueky on the 21st of April.  They soon after dis-
perse generally over the country, from the sea shore to
the monntains, even to the heirhts of the Alleghany ;
and are seen, towards evening, m pairs, ]ﬂil}'i“i-f about,
bigh in air, pursning their prey, wasps, flies, beetles,
and various other winged iosects of the Jarger sort,
About the middle of May, the female begins to lay.
XNo previgus preparation or construction of nest is
made ; thoush doubtless the partienlar spot has been
veconuoitred and determined on.  This is sometines in
an open space in the woods, frequently in a plonghed
field, or in the corner of a corn field, The eoos are
paeed on the b

eround, in all enses on a dry situa-
tion, whers the colour of the leaves, ground, stones, or
ather circumjacent parts of the surlice may resemble
the gencral ting of the eses, and thereby render them
less wasy to be discovered, The eses are most com-
mouly twao, rather oblong, equally thick at both ends,
of w dirty Muish white, and marked with imummerablo
touches of dark olive brown. Te the immediate neish-
bourhood of this spot the male and female confing
themselves, roosting on the kigh trees adjoining during
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the greater part of the day, seldom, however, together,
and almost always on separate trees.  They also it
lengthwize on the brauch, fence, or limb, on which they
voost, aml never across, like most other birds; this
seems oveastoned by the shovtness and slender form of
their lees awld feet, which are not at all caleulated to
grasp the branch with suflicient Grmness to balanee
their bodies,

As soon as inculation commences, the male keeps a
most vigilant wateh around. He is then more frequently
seen playing about in the air over the place, even during
the dayv, mounting by several quick vibrations of the
witizs, then a few slower, utteving all the while a sharp
harsh squeak, till, having cained the highest point, he
suddenly precipitates himself, head foremost, and with
ereat rapidity, down sixty or cighiy feet, wheeling up
feain as s,m[dmﬂ"; at which instant is henrd a lood
booming sound, very much resembling that produced
Ly blowing strongly into the hnnghole of an empty hogs-
lead ; and which is doubtless produced by the sadden
expansion of his eapacions woath, while he passes
throush the air.  Fle azain monnts by alternate quick
and leisurely motions of the wings, plaving about as be
ascends, utteriog bis usnal hoarse squealk, dll, e »
few minates, he again dives witl the same impetuesity
and violent sonnd as before.  Some are of opinion
that thi= = doue to istimidate wan o beast from
approaching his nest, and be is partienlarly observed
to repeat these divings most fegquently around those
who come near the spot, s-m-v:-piu;; down past them,
semetines 20 nwear, and so :.|||]4]1~:||1y, as to startle and
alarm them,  The same individoal 1=, however, often
seen performing these manmuvres over the river, the
hill, the weadow, and the marsh, in the spaee of a
quarter of an bour, and also towards the fall, when he
has no mest. This singular babit belongs peenliarly to
the male.  The female has, indeed, the common hoirse
wote, sl mucl the some mede of Hicht ; but never
precipitates hersell in the mauner of the male, Duaring
thie time slie s .-_-i[l:'mg, she will suffer you to :1|r|:ru:ﬂ.'1|.
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1 within a foot or two Lefore she attempts to stir, and,

when she does, it i= in such a Quttering, tumbling man-
d wounded

uer, and with sueh appearanes of o Lo
bird, s nine tinmes o ten to deceive the person, aml
Tlits ™ I.iml-' Traud,” as the

i
induce him to pursae her.
poet Thomson calls it, is kept up until the person is
sufficiently removed from the uest, when she imme-
diately mounts and disappears.  When the young are
=

first hatched, it is difficult to distinguizh then from the
suthice of the sronnd, their down being of a pale
brownish colour, and they are altogether destitute of
the common ?Ililliﬂ of ||2i}'|]:-i, ‘.-i“il-ll.! s0 fixed and so
siquat as to be easily mistaken lor a slight prominent
mouldiness lyving on the sround. [ eannot say whether
they have two brood in the season; Lrather conjecture
that they have penerally but owe.

The night hawlk s a bivd of strong and vigorous
Qight, and of large volume of wing. It often visits the
n;_'il::.'1 dartine and _L;llr:ﬁl.lliliti;_{ over the stréets at a great
height, diving perpendiculacly with the same hollow
souned as befure IL'?‘I.'I'”}I.'I:[. I have also seen them
J -_-i!liul__r o u'llj_:||||_|1_l.' topes in some of the most 1J!J-i:|' [krts
r of the eity, l!".'l".l"ilrll-ilﬁ}‘ uitering their common note,

When the weather |Iz|p||N|\ 1o be wet ol gloomy,
the night hawks are seen abroad at all times of thie
day, wenerally at o consideralde height 3 their favourite
time, however, is from two hours before sunset until
dusk. At such times !In-}' speni all 1.'i1.'.'u'1'lll.. dartinge
about in the air in every direciion, Ili:||!1i11:,f 1r|~:|m-nt
short sudden turnings, as if 1|1I=i[_',' NI:_{.‘I-_-;I":' in tilic!liil'_':
msects,  Even in the hottest, elearest weatler, I]]l‘}' are
accasionnlly seen alrond, squeaking at short intervala

-rTfu'_v are ulsa often found sitting along the fenees,
basking themselves in the sun,  Nepr the sea-shore,
in the viciuity of extensive salt marshes, they are
lilewise very unmerous, skimming over the meadows,
in the manyer of swallows, until it is so dark that the
eve can no Jonzer follow them.

When wounded and takon, they attempt to intimi

date you by opening their month to its utwest stretch,
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throwing the head forward, and uttering a kind of
enttural whizzing sound, siriking also violenily witl
their wings, which scem 1o bo their only ofiensive
wenpons ; for !_|_|_|_'_'|.' never attempt to strilie with the
Lill or claws,

About the middle of August, they begin to move
off’ towards the south; at which season they may be
seen almost every evening, from five o'clock until alter
sunsel, passing .-flung the Schuylkill and the adjacent
shores, in widely scattering mnltitudes, all steering
towards the south, 1 have counted several hundreds
within sight at the same time, dispersed through the
pir, and darting after insects as they advaneed.  These
oceasipnal  processions  continue for two or three
weeks: none are seen travelling in the epposite diree-
tion. Sometimes they are aceompanied by at least
twice as many barn swallows, some chimmey swallows
and purple martine, They are also most numerons
immediately preceding a northesst storm. At this
time also they abound in the extensive meadows on
the Sehuylkill and Delaware, where T have eonnted
filteen skimming over a single fickl in an evening. Ou
shooting some of these, on the 14th of Awgust, their
stomachs wern almost exclusively filled with erickets,
From oue of them 1 took nearly a common snuil-box
full of these insects, all secmingly fresh swallowed.

By the middle or 20th of September, very fow of
these hieds are to be seen in Peonsylvaniag how far
south they mo, or at what partienlar time they pass the
squthern boundaries of the United States, 1 am unable
to say. Nowne of them winter in Georgi

The ridicalous name poatsucker,—which was first
hestowed on the Eurapean species, from a foolish notion
that it'sucked the teats of the goats, becanse, probably,
it inhabited the solitary heights where they fed, which
nickname has bien sinee applied to the whole genus,— 1
hiave thousht pm]lwr to omit, There is something
worse than absurd in continuing to brand a whols
family of birds with a knavish name, after they are
universally known to be innocent of the charge. It is

4
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Wi l‘.l1'||._'l.' III!I._1|IL"-!_'II It tends to encourare the belief in
an idle fille that s totally destitute of all foundation.
The night hawk is wine fnches and a half in lenyeth,
aml twenty-theee uches in extent; the upper parts ore
of a very deep blackish brown, anmixed on the pri-
nraries, but thickly sprinkled or poow dered o the back
seapulars and head with invumerahle minute spots and
streaks of a pale cream colour, interspersed with speclis
of reddish; the seapulars are barred with the same,
aloethe mailcoverts aud tail, the er edees of which
gre barred with white and deep brownish black for
an inch and a balf from the tip, where they are erossed
broadly with a band of white, the two middle ones
exvepted, which are ||.I:11'|a 1I-~o|| brown, baered and
sprinkled with light clay ; a spot of pure white extends
over the five Girst primarics, the outer odge of the
cxterior fenther exeepted, and abiout the middle of the
wing ; a triangular spot of white also marks the throat,
Lending up on each side of the neek; the Bill i= exceed-
ingr small, searcely one-cighth of an inch in length, and
of a Mack colour ; the nostrils, cireular, and surrounded
with a prominent rim; ey, F:!r:_"l' amd fwll, of & ‘h"'l'
Ibuish II']-'ll 3 the less are short, feathered a little
X Lelow the knees, and, as well a5 the toes, of a purplish
flesh colour, seamed with white; the middle claw is
poctinated on its inner eidge, o serve as a coml to clear
tie bird of vermin: the whole lower parts of the
body are marked with transverse lines of dusky anid
yellowish,  The tail is somewhat shorter than the
wings when shut, is handsomely forked, and consists
of ten browd feathers; the mouth is extremely large,
awl of a reddish flesh colour withing there are no
Tl.sri:-t[ws about the bill; the tongue is very small, and
o attached ta the inner surfiee of the mouth,
The female measures about nive inches in length,
ail twenty-twa in breadth ; differs in having no white
i band on the tail, bt has the spot of white on the wine ;
wants the triangular spat of white on the throat, instead
of which there is a dully defined mark of a reddish
vrewm colour; the wings are nearly black, all the quills

;!"."
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few evenings, perhaps, we hear them from the adjoining
L'Llli!lil'l‘,Thl‘ siurden fenee, the road before the iluur, and
even from the roofof the dwelling-louse, long after
the family have retived to rest.  Some of the more
ignorant aml superstitions considered this wear ap-
proach s l'u|1~||-mﬂiu:_r e wood fo the fumily, nothing
less than sickness, misfortuoe, or deatly, to some of its

=+ members 3 these visits, however, so often sceur with-
out auy bad conseqiences, that this superstitions dvead
sevems on the decline,

He is now a recular acquaintance, ]_-21.-|~r].' muruing
amdd evening his shrill and capid repetitions are heard
from the adjoining woods, and when two or more are
calling out at the same time, a5 33 often the ease in the
pairing season, and at no great distance from each
other, the nojse, mingling with the cclioes from the
maountains, is n\;g]l}' ;-sur]:ri:.ing;_ =tran IR, in parts of
the country where these birds are numerons, find it
almost impossilile forsome time tosleap ; while to these
long acquainted with them, the sound often serves as a
lullaby to assist their repose.

These uotes seem pretty pliinly to articelate the
words which have been wenerally applicd to them,
sefiup-proor-will, the first and last syilalles bemg witered
with great empliasis, and the whole in aboutl a second
1o each nrps'riﬁnu; but when two or more males meet,
their whip-poor-will altercations beeome much more
mpfr[ and ineessant, a= if each were straining to over-
power or silence the ether.  When near, v often
hear an introductory cluck between the notes, At
these times, as well as at almost all others, they fly
v, not more than a few oot from the surfoee, shim-
ming about the house and before the doar, alighting
on the wood pile; or settline on the roof, Towards
midnight they generally beenme silent, unless jn clear
moonlight, when they are heard with little intermission
Hll morning,  If there Le a creels near, with high
precipitous bushy banles, they are sure o be found in
such sitwations. During the day they sit in the mest

p
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retieed part of the woods, the glen, or mouutain; ina
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retired, solitary, and deep shaded parts of the woods,
+_r|~m'-r.Lll1\' on Irh sround, whiere they reposs in silence,
When dssturbed, they rise within a few feet, sail low
anel slowly throngh the woods for thirty or lerty
yards, sl gencrally settle on o low branch or on the
gronnd,  Their sight appears deficient during the day,
az, lilee owls, they seent then to want that vivaeity for
which they are distingoished in the morning and
evening twilizht, They are rarcly shot at or molested ;
aud from being thus transiently seen in the obscurity
of dusls, or in the deep umbraze of the wowls, no
wonder theie particular markings of plumage should
L so little known, or that they should be confounded
with the night hawk, whom in geneeal appearmnce
they so mmch vesemble. The female begins to lay,
about the second week in May, sclecting for this p
pose the most unfrequented part of the wood, often
where some brash, old logs, heaps of leaves, &e. ol
been lying, and always on a dey siteation,  The errs
Qe r|.|,"|:|ﬁ:5i'[l:-|1 on the srouml, or on the leaves, not the
slightest appearance of a nest being visible, These are

usmally two in number, in shape much rescmbling those
of the hit hawk, but havine the sround colour much

darker, and more thickly marbled with dark olive.  The
precise period of incubation, L am wuable to say.

In traversing the woods one day in the carly part of
June, along the brow of n rocky declivity, a whip-poor-
will vose feom my feet, and llutterod alows, sometimes
prosteating herself, and beating the ground with her
wings, ns if just expirine,  Aware of her purpose, 1
stoad still, and began to examine the space nmeiliately
arcumd me for the eggs or young, oue or other of which

I was cortain must be near. After a long searel, to my gy

mortilication, 1 could fnd neither; and was just go
to abandon the spoet, when 1 perceived somewhat like
a slight mouldiness among the withered leaves, windl, un
a.l_uu.l;i_“:-_f dowen, discovered it to be a o 'l.'l-'llill-]lunr\-
will, seemingly aslaep, as its eyelids were nearly closed ;
or perhiaps this mizht only be to protect its tender eyes
from the slare of day. [ sat down by it on the leaves,
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amd drew it az it then appeared. 1t was probably nor
a week old, AN the while 1 was thos n.-||_=:;|:||..-!1 it
neither moved its body, nor opened its oves more than

half; amd T left it as 1 found it,  After I lud wallood

i
nlsorit @ |[I!'.|rr|':‘ of ft |_||:||l Irom the 5.||1||. '[|'||’p!||'|'|_i||:_|:
Plh;u L hiadd left a pencil belind, 1 returoed and found
my peneil, but the young bind was gone.

Early inJune, as soon as the young appear, the notes
of the maple nsually cease, or are heard hut rarely. To-
wardd 1he latter part of summer, a short time before
these birds leave us, they are again oceastonally heanl ;
bt their call is then not so loud — mueh less enplia-
tical, and more intercupted than in sprivg, Early in
September they move off towards the south,

, Thl‘ l'.m-urin- |J]|.'IL'|:'$ of resort for these |||1'|J-,- Are i
Yiirh, dry situations ; in low, miarshiy tracts of connt Iy,
they are seldom heard. It is probably on this aceonnt
that they ure scarce on the sen-cosst and its immedizte
[Il.'l_!!JIJU'IlrFll'IIII]j while towards the monuntains they are
very numerouz. The night hawks, on the contrary,
delight in these extensive sean marshes ; and are mudh
mre numerons there than in the interior and histhier
parts of the country. Buot no where o the United
States have I found the w ]|i!:|.!|.n.||.r_-|n,-il'| in zuch numliers
as in that tract of country in the State of Kentucky
called the Barrons,  This appears to be their most eon-
genial climate and place of residenee, There, from the
middle of April to the Ist of June, as soon as the eV
twilight draws oo, the shrill and confused clamonrs of
these birds are incessant, and very surprising to
strnger,  They soon, however, [wecome extramely
agrecable, the jubabitants lie down at nicht Tulled b
ir whistlings: and the ficst approaches of dawn are
wouneed by o general and lively choros of the sarie
wsie; while the full-toned tosting, as it is ealled, of
Ty it ted ETouse, forms a yiry l.hru_l;.i":-r Lass to the
Juolis, '
I =hall not, in the manner of some, Atempt to amuse
he rewder with a repetition of the uniptellisible g
iven Lo this bird by the Indians, or the superstitions

o
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fotions genesally entertained of it by the smme ¥
Thise seem as varions s he trilus, or even fan - l
with which veu couverse; seareely two of them: €
tell you the smne storv. 1t is casy, howeyver, to obser -
'.Iu::r':hi-., Tikie 1T sy Vamd ot her III-'I'-'fIII-'I-“":I birils, is ;
0y them in a Kind of suspicions awe, s @ Ll
which they wizh to have as little to do s poss’
Th \Illh'lﬁllili.l"u of the Lulian differs vory firgde §F
that of an illiterate German, a Seols II.'*“'"'““”":“

losa inlormed of any oiher mation, 1t suge vhe

£

thousand Gintastic notions to each, and thes Eh
beine recorded with all the punetilio of t! lire ;
oy tant trinths, seem |11I|.1_|' fit to bin fﬂl‘_'_',iﬂ pie g e IU'I”'-!'
among vither of these people, 15 strange aw. ""'"t'!lt.'l‘

I

i'|:|'$::||_..,-|||.||.-..,i1 §= wsually atty ihmted Lo supernatog

and an upexpected sight, or uncommon i "“"'1'"’,
often ominons of wood, Lut more generall s,
s of anil

fortune, to the parties, Night, to mii g
plexion, brings with it itz Xindred horrors, i Iy 18
tious, stranee sounds, and awfal sights ; and th” itz
and inoffensive bird being a frequent wand™ Huost
hours of shosts and holmobling, is consiy :
ludians s being, by habit aod repute, Laeele al in
one of them. Al these peaple, however, ale. |
eredulons: [ hiave eonversed with Indians’ wlg,
these silly notions with contempt, il sl

The wluip_puur-wili is nover seen duving i
unless in circumstaness such as have been d ANEL
Their fowl appears to be laree moths, grass’ <h
pismires, and such insects as frequent the b, r
rotten and decaving timber, They are also, -4
darting after winseid iusects.  They will | .
skim in the dusk, within n few fect of a perai’ i
a kind of low chuttor as they pass.  In their '

north, and on their retiwren, they prolabily stop o, !
towea at some of their Former stares, and do not mlve
in one condinued dight,  The whip-poor-will was |
heard this seazon [1811] on the 2d day of May, @
corner of Mr Dartram's woods, not far from the hor
and for two o three mornings after in the same pl
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[ o sw it. From this thne antil the h|-|_:ir|-
ol Beptember, there wore none of these birds to be
Iowithin at least one wile of the e ; thongh [
ently wade search for them,  Ow the 4th of Hepe
ey the whip-poor-will was asain heard for twao
1rs, -"H"l'l'"?i'll'll'l'. i the same prart of thie woudds,
i lezrdl several of them Ili]'_‘--\-ill;_" within the same
Ii, hetween disk aud nine o'vlock at |:|J-_-_||1, it beiner
chear moonlishit. '”Il.'-l'J'l'||1 ated thcir notes thireo
fir timez, aud were bicard no more, 1t is ||.|g||.l:.-
that they migrate during the evening and

-ponr-will 15 pine inches and a hall loner,
anches i extent; the all is Llackish, a
er ol an inel loger, much stronger than that of
1w, and bent a little at the point, the ande
arched a little upwards, following the coevie
he upper; the nestrils are prominent aod
their openings directed forward ; the mowth is
antly large, of a pale lesh colour within, amd
o the sides with o number of lone, thick,
o5, the lonmest of which extends wore thau
i |||-_|,'n||||. the '||llil4| of the Wll, eud o fine
nrve inwards 3 these s toserve as feelors;
the escape of winged inseots @ the eyves ure
full, and bluish Wlack; the plomage above
eirated with Dlick, pale erean, browi, and rost
sprindled and powdered in sueh minute streaks
its, as to dofy deseripiion; the apper part of the
a hght browmsh gry, mocked with a long-
streak of block, with others radiatinge from at ;
% i'\ ||.|||i-|'l", IIIi|'|_I.' streaked with a loss li1'|'|l
i .m'.||||||.|:|'-i are very lislit whitish  oclire,
¥ |.'.|.|'H~_;;|.1v|| with twoor three u'h'lirllh‘ =1 I'l".l[w.i
e |-I.||1i:; the tail s ronnded, consistine of
¢ g feathers, the exterior one an inch amd a quarter
|I porler Thml. the middle s, ||I.|' three outer Jt'-ltlli‘r‘l
gneach side are blackish brown for lalf their lengstl,
henee pure white 1o the tips, the exterior one is edged
cith deep brown nearly to the tip; the deep brown of
Yol. 11. B

I
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these Teathers is pes

'HI;I.|'|"‘-'. the Tonr wiillle oues are without the
the cils, bt b
Bignrees of bl an

ol stdesoaf the lead, of o brown ma

wilully mearked with  herring-14
L it warliees finelw [rr dered 3 che

e wines, when shut, vewch screeely to the middls
thes tail, amd are el

i Ly =||.|II|'-| with very lirhe
dwek brown, but are entirely withoor the L

s SO
white which distiveuishies those of the ni iy
chin, blaek, steeaked with rown: a nareow
of whit [Hisss A E=S thie theoat 3 breast and bel ¥, 01T

1Y el

arly il strcalied with Blick and yellow o
Ll ||-g-. el fert ave of @ |.|:||. !llll'llll'\-ll. flesh g
seamed wirh sohite 3 the Fovier feathered lwelore,
to the feet; the two extenior foes oo joined
mald L wrine, o Fiae s thee lirst |'-i||r. |--_-.'.|. vl M
the inner edes of the middle claw s peetinat,
fromn the .civenmstance of its being {reguentl;
witly spall wans ol

wn wilhering to the s

| ol ms o comb Lo rid 1he ]|||,|_:|
U oof vermin g tlas Beimr the J||'.'|||_'.'||.|| aud”
llllli_'n' jrart 5o i bested o all bisds

The temale 15 about an ineh less in |-,"I|"Ih H
extent s the bill, mustaches, nostrils, &e, as i the o
=he difters i boing much lishter on the UHIET i
SO RN as 1l [ dered with erabns OoF men |l'.l.|.| il|_~
of the white on the three lateral tal-feathers, s o
tipt for about three-qonarters of an ineh with a or)
enlour ; the ur across the throat 15 alse of a brown
oelire 3 the chieeks ol rerion of the eyes are bragehinl
browni=h oranee, which R also to e neck, and |
-c|||'i:|.|-.]: i with black and #u chs of white 3 the strea
over the eye is alzo lischter,

The youne was alt
of a '||.||-' brown colour ; the shatis, or ather sheaths, of
1the l|ai|]|-, Elugish z the plllhr af the lall, '|r.-|! hr|'1n:'||llhl_|,

Twenty species of this singular genns are now known
Liv II:I.1IIl'||.'i-I-: of these ooe n||||, II.'IIH.I"\ o E Iupl:
one to Africa, one to New Holland, two to Indin, and
fifteen 1o Americn,

ether covered with fine an:n'rn

——-—_—____
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The preseat species, though it approaches nearer in
ils plunase to that of Burope than any other of the
tribvie, dlifbiers fioom it in beinge entively without the [:ll'g,n:
spot of white su the wing; and in being considerably

o loss,  Lis voice, and particalar call, also entirely
different, i

Farther to illustrate the listory of this lied, the
following wotes ave added, meade ot the time of dissee-
tho:— Body, when steipt of the skin, less thao that
of the woud thrash; beeastbone, one inch in length
seconi stomaeh, strongly musealar, Glled with fagments
af pismires anil grasshoppers; skin of the bind, loose,
wrinkly, and scarcely attached to the flesh; flesh also
lpose, extremely tender; boves, thin and slender; sinews
and muscles of the wing, feeble; distanee between the
dips of both mandibles, when expanded, full two inches,
iepeth of the opening, one inch and a balf, breadth, one
tinch and a fuarter ; 'Inugm-, yery shart, attached to the
skin of the month, its internal part, or o fyoides, passes
up the hind head, and reaches to the front, like that of
the woudpecker; which enables the bind to revert the
lower part of the mouth in the act of seizing inscets,
and in calling ; skodl, extremely light and thin, being
semi-transparent, 1ts cavity nearly lalf occupied by the
eyes; aperture for the brain, very small, the guantity
not excesding that of a spareow ; an owl of the same
extent of wing has at least fon times as much,

Though this noted bivd has been so frequently
mentioned by name, and its manners taken notice of
by almost every naturalist who bas written on our
bieds, yet personally it has never yet been descrilyed
by any writer with whose works [ am acquainted.
Exteaordinary as this may soen, it is nevertheless true;
and in proof L otfer the following liets:—

Three species only of this menus are found within the
United States, the chuck-will's-widow, the night hawk,
and the whip-poor-will.  Catesby, in the eighth plate
of his Natural History of Caroling, has figured the
first, and in the sixteenth of his Appendie the second ;
tor this be Las added particalars of the whip-poor-will,
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believing it to be that bicd, aud Las ornamented Tis
tiggure of the wiglt bawk with o large bearded appendage,
ol which in nature it is entively destitute,  After him,
Mr Edwards, in his sixty-tlhivd plate, bos o like manner
farured . the pighe hawk, also aldding the |.||'i:-u.l_h--;J and .
valling his figure the whip-poor-will, accompanying it
with particulars of the notes, &e. of that bird, chietly
ropied from Catesby,  The next writer of eminence
who has spoken of the w hip-poor-will is Mr Pennant,
Jnstly considered a5 oue of the most judicious® and
nating of English naturalists 3 Lot, deceived by

“ the lizhts he had,” he bas, in bis acconnt of the
short-winged zoatsucker,* (dret. Zool, p. 484,) given
the siwe, markings of plumage, &e. of the chuck-will's-
widow ; and, in the suceeeding account of his long-
winged moatsucker, describes pretiy accurately the
pizht howk, Both of these birds he considers to e
the whip-poor-will, and us having the same notes and
MAUNers,

After such anthorities, it was less to be wondered at
thiat many of our own citizens, and some ol oor nato-
ralists and writers, should Gl into the lik stalie: as
capies of the worlis of those English naturalisie are to
b found in several of our colleges, awl in some of our
public as well as private libranes,  The means which
tive author of Adwerican Ornitholagy ook to satisly his
own mind, and those of s friends, on this subject, '
were detailed at large, in o paper published about two

years ago, in aperiodical work of this city, with which i
extract 1 shall close my account of the present specivs.

“ O the question, Is the whip-poor-will and the j
night lawlk ene ol tle sawe bind, or are they really

two distinet species T there has long been an opposition
of sentiment, and many frnitless disputes,  Numbers of X
sensible ard observing people, whose intellizence mml
long residence in the country entitle their opinion to

* The figuers is 'I:E, |T|E-r:1:k|~ called the lmg-ieiaged goatsucker,
See Arctiv Fackayg, vol, i pl. 18

4 Coprimulyns Awericanus, oight hawk or whip-poor-will,
Fracvels, [ &

) -
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Tes it ]11I\E1i\'l'|_'t' wesert tl thie
1\'||ill-|||'m|'-'|'|'i|| are very diflor SO
azsociatle torether, The watueabis = however,
have sevnerally considered the two names s spplicalile
te one and the same ‘||""il"': amid this |||||1ii|||| Ties
also leen _;-|--Il1-|'d h:\' two of onr mast |.|1:=!_1|||_:|_|_:‘!.1-.|
maturalist=, Me William Bartram, of Kinrsessineg, © al
Professor Barton, of Plhiludelphiaet  The writer of this,
being detormined to aseertain the teath Ly e R
for himsell, took the fallowine effectual mode of seliling
this disputed point, the particulars of which hie pow
submits to those interested in e quaestion §

4 Thirteen of those birds ssually called misht hawlix,
which dart about in the air like swallows, aud some-
times descend with rapidity from a great height, making
a hollow saumling uotse ke that produced by blowing
into thee bonehole of oo empty liogshead, were shot at
diferent times, and in different places, and acenrtely
examined, both outy aridly wnd by dissoction,  Nioe of
these were found to be males, and four fomales,  The
former all corvesponded in the markines and tints of
their plumage ; the latter also agreed o their marks,
differing slightly from the males, thoueh evidently of
the same species. Two others were shot as they rose
from the nests, or rather from the eorees, which, in both
csesd, were two in nnmber, lying on ‘the apen gronl.
These also agreed in the markings of their o
with the four preceding; and, on dissection, were
found to be females.  The virg wore also seoneed, A
whip-poor-will was shot in the evening, while in the
act of repeating his usual and well known notes,  This
bird was foumd to bo a male, differine in miany remrlk-
able |'i1|'ri'\-'|lhlrﬁ from all the former. Three others were
shot at different times dovine the d.|._|.'. mn g-h-lil.ﬂ':f wnil
darle shadaod s of the wool, Two of these woere
found to be females, one of which bad boen sittine on
two ¢rrs. The two females resembled each other

* Caprimulaus Virgininnws, whip-poer-willy or niglt law).
Frioguments af the Natuen? History off Peonsglvanis, p, 8 See
alen Admcrican Phil. Troas vol iv. e 200, 208N, mae,
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el 'I.-".'I.I"HT.‘\-‘Ill'r.ﬂ-'i.:.‘f’.ifnf[r']'lﬂ. He
. i
almost _"‘l.*.l_l_v r the 111:1.]]‘!'1 il=io rurrcﬁpnmlu'd in its
markings whi the one first found; and all four were
evidently ol Bi species,  The emrs differed from the
former Loth in colour and markings,

“ e ditferenees between these two bivds were ns
follow s — The sides of the month in both sexes of e
whip-poor-will were heset with ranges of long and very
strony bristles, extending more than half an inch leyond
the point of the Lill; both sexes of the night ok
wore entirely destitute of bristles.  The hill of the
whipepoor-will was alse more than twice the length of
that of the nizht hawk, The long wiuge quills, of both
seaces of the night hawlk, were of o deep brownish hlack,
with a laree spot of white wearly in lieir mdidle, and,
when sliut, the tips of the wings extended a little beyond
the tail, The wing=quills of the whippoor=will, of hoth
sexces, were beantifully spotted with light brown ; Thaul
ne spot of white on them, and, when shnt, the tips of |
the wings did not reach to the tHp of the tail by at least
fiew inehes. The tail of the night hav k was handsomely
farted, the exterior feathers being the longest, <lortening
gradually to the middle ones; the tail of the whip-poar-
will was rosnded, the exterior feathers being e
shortest, lengthening gradually to the mididle ones,

“ Afrer o earefol examination of {hese and several
other remarkalle differences, it was impossible to with-
stand the conviction, that these birds belonged 1o two
distingt species of the same wenus, differing in size,
volonr, and conformation of part=,

“ A statement of the principal of these facts having
Bereers Bidl Lefore Me Bartram, together with a seale awil
female of cach of the alove mentioned speeies, and also
amale of the sreat Vieminian bat, or chivel-will s-widow, “
alfter a particudor examination (i veneralle natirafist
wis plensed o dectare imsell Telly satished ; adding,
that he had wow oo doube of the nieht hawk and the
whip-poor-will being two very distinct spevies of c)iri-
mnliens,

“ Iy is ot the ntention of the writer of this to enter l
at |_|r1_'-rl11|: '|11|:4'} i I.I.Il"'--l'rill!-lu'll u]' Pi[hl‘,"r the |:I!|.I.l'l|illl.;|'.

=l
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matiners, migrations, or economy of these Tirds, the
range of conptey fhey inlabit, or the sap
(T A TREFES |'||:|'|'1|||I'H'II Ilt. |I|I'||| - ||'|-| (1}

rrstitious
[resient
i= the eorrection of an ereore, which, from the P

]ﬁli.|_'|' of Tlhose |l_'i' whont 11 was unwarily |.|.|.=-.1¢-.|L hiaa
Been but too extensively dissembnated, and received by
too many as a froth,”

- GEXNLUE X1V —CYPEELLS, lLuiacn

Uik CUPEELES FELASGTES, TRMM.

YOO FPELASGEL, WILEOX, CHIMYEY SWALLOW,; WILSON,

WILSON, PLATE XXXIK. FIG. Li—EDINETR DLLEGE MuUsTDM.

aes is peenlizely owr own; oand strongly

"'* Tuis
chiztinenisied froom all the rest of 1III1"-I.I..||]!|'|'|=II'A. ity
|1

1LF, , cond manners, These peenliarities shall be
detailed as filly as the nature of the sl reqnires,

Thiis [ow, hike all the rest of s tribe i the
United States, is mizvatory, serivine in Pevinaylvanin
fate i April or early in May, amd dispersing themselves

over the whole i“-llllll_'\' vherever there are vacint

il convenient
for their aceommodiation.  In no other situation with

chimmess in summer safliciently hig

+ thov nlseryvied ot present fo buihl,  This ¢irenm-
t4 the query, Where did these
pests before thie preival of Furo-
i this conntey, when there were no such places
ir accommaoilation 1 wonll answer, Probably
in the same situations in which they still continue to
|.|||1||| in the remote I'l',_'illlh of our westorn loresks,
where Buropean improveents of this Kind are scareely
fo B fonrmel, nzmmely, in the hollow of & tree, which, in
TASIS, hias thie nearest resemblanes to ther ]l1't'.—l'|l1.
of any thier. e of the first settlers in the
of kentucky informed me, that he ent down a
laryre hiollaw Lok tr W hich contained farty or tifiy
nests of the chimney swallow, most of which, 1 liy the
Gl of the Irase, o !'_'\-' thie wontl o Were I_'|III'_1' it Ihq.-

naturally =

birds constraet th

L=
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bottom of the hollow ; bt suflicient frazments remaited,
adlicring to the sides of the teee, to enable him to
number tlem. rl']ll'_ﬁ' -;l!\'l'li'.,ll'l'll., hi znid, to be of nn Y
:.'4,-.|I'--r .-r:l.'hdi::-_r. The |-1'|"-'|'11r site whieh I:hr:\' T
chosen must, however, hold out many more ndvaiares
than the former, since we see that, in the whaole thickly
gettled parts of the United States, these birds lave
uniformly adopted this new convenience, not a single
pair being observed to prefer the woods,  Security
from birds of prey and other animals— from storms that
F|'|.1|J|_|_|'||1]_'.' overthrow the 1ittl!w|', and the nomerons
redy conveniencies which these new situntions afford,
are doubitless seme of the -!‘!'l-'-.llir.'l_l_:l". The choice 1||I.':,'
have made certainly bespeaks something more than
mere unrcasoning instinet, and does honour to their
discernmaent,

The nest of this bird is of sinpalar construction, beine
formed of very small twigs, fnstened together with o
strong adhesive zlne or gum, which is seercted by two
wlands, one on each gide of the hind head, and mixes
with the saliva.  With thiz glue, which beeomez hard
ax the twirs themselves, tlhe whole nest 1= thickly
besmered.  The mest itself b= sl amd shallow, :m“
attached !,_l.' ane siile or w!;;i" tor thie wall, and is Tu[.‘li]:l.l'
destitute of the soft Hoine with wlich the others are
so plentifully supplied. The eggs ave gencerally four,
and white, Tlu'_'.' '_:'|'1|1"l'.'li|_k' have two brood in the
segisont, The voung arve fod at intervals durive the
greater part of the night, a Get which 1 have had fre-
qreent opportunities of remarking both here and in the
Mississippd tervitory,  The poise which the old ones
malie in passing up and down the fuonel has some
resemiblance to distant thunder. When heavy and lone
continued rains oceur, the west, losing jis hold, is
wecipitated 1o the bottom, This disaster frequently
i.;:pp.-n-. The eges are destroved ; bt the young,
thouel ind, {whiech Ilh"_'l." are for o considerable '|il|h',)
=OImeLimes _-u'r.irullh' g IlIIrI.I.'_:' the vent, ti 1.1.'J|i|"|I !IN'\I'
cling like n.1|||i:r:|'|'l.-\. the muscularity of their fect, anil
the sharpness of their cluws, at this tender age, Leing
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|'r-;|:|.‘|,r'|..;|'|111-.. In this situstion rI|--_r |:'~1I|ri.||||-_' Liv {1 [l |
for perhaps o weelo or more, Nay, il s wol uncomnen
for them voluntiaraly 1o leave the west long before they
are able to v, awd o Gix themselves oo the wall,
where they are fed wntil able 1o hanut for themselves,

When these bivds tiestarrive in spring, al for a consi-
Werable time alter, they is=ecdate together every evening
in one ;_-~-l|-.'|'.1| rendezvons 3 these of a whaole district
rocstinge toeether,  This |||i|.n~ ul reposit, in the morg
nm=et el parts of the tountry, i= |.|\.|,|.i|r:.' a laree hollow
Lrites, Opan ab top; irees of that Lllll|. or siealfon frees,
a8 they are uswally called, having been noticed in
various parts of the countrey, and generally believed o
Lie the winter quarters of these birds, where, heaps upon
heaps, they doced away the winter in a state of torpi-
dity.  Here they have Leen seen on their resurrection
in spring, and here they have again been remarled
deseendinge 1o their deathlike sleep o autwmmn,

Amongr varions accounts of these trees that might
be quoted, the following are selected as bearing the
miarks of anthenticity. * At Middlebury, in this State,”

s A “hlll.'i.llll.‘-, fﬁ:‘ﬁ.lr_;.r af Vernmont, I 116G, “ there

wis a larze hollow elm, called by the people in the

vicinity, the swallow tree, From aman whe for severl
vears lived within twenty rods of it, T proced this
mformation.  He always thought the swallows tarried
in the tree through the winter, and avoided cutting it
down on that sccount.  About the frst of May the
swallows came out of it in large numbers, about ihe
middle of the day, and soon returned.  As the wenther

grew' warmer, they came out in the moruing, with a

limd noise, or roar, and were soon dispersed,  Abont
flu]f an lour before sun-down, they returned in millions,

circulating two or three times round the tree, and then

descending like a stream into a hole about sixty feet
from the gronnd,  Tv was customary for persons i the
vicinity to visit this troe to obzerve the uotions of ilese

Birds : and when any persons disturbed their operations,

by striking violently against the tree with their axes,

the swallows would rush out in milliens, and with o
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great noise.  In November, 1791, the top of l'|lil:' trisi:
wats bilowyp ilown tw ety feet below where the swallows
entered,  There bas been no ap [Hstran e of the swallows
sinee, 1 [ uttine down the remainder, an s
LB II1|I|'| al exirements, |||.l||:|-. andl fenthers were I“I“"-.
Lt oo apprearance or re lics of ANy st i
“ Another of these swallow trees was at Bridport!
The man wha lived the nearest to it zave this aceount.
The swallows were frst oliserved to come out oF the
tree in the n.i“'i e bt the time that the leaves Girst
on the troes: feom that zenson they
came out in the morning about half an hour aler
spnrige.  Thev rashed ot hke a stromm, as r':l__" us the
hole in the teee wonld admit, and ascended in a perpen-

dicular line, uotil they were above the height of the
adjacent trees 3 then assumed o cirenlar motion, J"'L{
lorming their evolutions two or three times, but always

in o ln , amed then dispersed in every diree tiou.
A little be S ||nu.|| '|||- .rmuul in mmense
I|'I!III|F|:I'I'-. Farw L8 i N il 1||||:I|.|.I' T AT andl ||l--. o
deseondel like a steean into the hele, from whenee
they came out in the mornine.  Abont the wididle of
September, they were seen entering the tree for the
Iast time, These birds were all of the \.:u'1-n- called
the Dionsee or ehimmey swiallow, The rr-"'l.' was a larme
hollow elm; the |.|u||' at which the v oentere i was abont
hll’-_'. foet almive the wand, wnd ahout wine inchices in
et The swallows made their !I:I*-l .|“'--| ArInCs: in
the spring, ol their lust appearasce in the Gl in the
vicinity of thiz tree ;o mul the neish wirine whalatants
had wo donbt bat that the swallows continned in it
during the winter. A few vears azo, o hole was eut
at the bottom of the tr from that time the swallows
have been oralually forsakine the tree, and have |||r'.r1
alminsy desectel 10"

|||.--1|--'| Me Williams himself, as he informs us, i
In-n] o believe, fom these, .l1|l1 some other [h“”'-'- ilars F
which lie details, * that the house swallow in this part
of America wenerally resides during the winter in 1l
hollow of trees; and the ground swallows (bank swal-

1".':|I|.I (] i<'|'|||' {4
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lows} find security in e mol at the bottom of lakes,
rivers, amil |l|llll|~." vor I caunat, in the coses =t cited,
dhetent eause for such a beliel,  The birds
pass out on the first of Alay, or i the
(TR ] .q||||q'.;'|' o the Tiees,
il they were seen
r the last time: Lot there 18 noe
liere of their beiue seen at auny time duringe
dther within or .|||.|II|II| e tree.  This most
|..|rr of the matter 1= !:ilnll fur ','I'.tllrl.'ti
log=t examimation, auld, as will be preseatly
HTIL .|l|||.|| iiom, I shall, 1thank, also |l|'-~'.1~
eell cut ||q--.'|||. it el iy ith of

P ANV &

= Theses §
waould have been foonud

., ot a single
= i oo living or ||||'J|i|| state ] And that this was
: ledadg firds 18

imnense quantity of excrements”

sviilis LoF aedfie

1|'||.' g ool
ile trom il
fouwamd wathin i, whicl
*-'llf',“-.--li b pra Ihe total absence o
1 it was not o brecding
¢ than oue
il resorts,
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.':.._I.--l.-.".."

Litsls
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a mazs of decaved feathiers, with a small adimixture of
beownish dust and the exuvise of varions insects.  The
feathers were so ratten, that it was ir|||h'.=--.~!|||.|' to
determine to what kind of birds 1|:|:':|.' Belonsed. Tiu-]r
were less than those of the ||il;|_'1|11; anil the |.trf_'l".'-[ -

them were like the pinion and tail feathers of the

swillow, 1 examined carefilly this astonishing colled=
tion, in the hope of finding the bones and bills, but.
eould not distingaish any, The tree, with some remains
of its ancient companions Iyving around, was of a srowih
preceding that of the neielibouring forest,  Near it
and even out of ite mouldering ruins, grow thrifty
trecs of a size which indicate two or three hundeed
wears of are.”

Such are the usual roostine places of the chimmey
switllow in the more thinly settled parts of the countrys
In towns, however, they are differently situated, and it
is matter of curiosity to observe that they frequently
select the court-house elimney for their general place
of rendezvons, as beine n=nally more contral, and less
lialile to i:||:r'|':|':|||r'|n|| durioe the nicht, T micht cnnnie=
rate many places where this is their practice,  Being
in the town of Readine, l|'|'|||:||'\-:|. Ivania, in the manth of
August, [ took notice of sixty or eizhty of these birds,
a little before evening, mmusing themselves by ascend-
ing and descending the 1.'hi|||:'1|-lv; of the conrt-lhouse
there, 1 was told, that in the early part of sammer,
they were far.more numerons at {hat particalar spot,
On the 20th of May, in returning from an exXCHrsion fo
the Great Pine swamp, I spent part of the day in the
town of Easton, where [ was informed by my respiected
friend, Mordecai Churchman, cashier of the bank there,
uurE e 1|rt1|ll' pi'h]l]l- el rr-u.'dir-]'.—-. thiat the "I'i“““'}Y
swallows of Easton had zelected the like sity IIill'h;
and that, from the windows of hiz house, which stanids
"mu'i}' u]:luln.'il::' tor the 1'|rl|nrl-in’|||u-, | Illi',_:'!ll, in an hour
ur two, witiess their whole mansuvres, y

1 accepted the invitation with pleasure. Accordingly,

* Hanmes's Journal, p. 150,
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a short time after sunsef, the chimmey swallows,
which were gencrally I.Ii.‘-!lll."l'.‘il'l.l. ahout town, beoan Lo
collect around the ecourt-house, their numibers BTy
moment increasing, tll, like motes in the sunbeams, the
pir seemed Tull of them.  These, while they mingled
amonzs=t each other seemingly i every direction, utter-
ing their peculiar note with great sprightliness, kept a
regular ciconitous sweep aronnd the top of the court-
house;, and about fourteen or fifteen feet alove it
revolving with great rapidity for the space of at least
ten minutez,  There could not be less than four or five
hundred of them. They now grmdually varied their
line of motion, until ane part of its circumference passed
immediately over the climmey, and about five or six
feet above it.  Some as they passed made a slight feint

entering, which was repeated by those |m1|||--.|i.m-1_r,*
after, and by the whole circling multitnde in sucees-
sion; in this feint they appreached nearer aml vearer
at every revolution, dropping perpendicularly, but still
passing over ; the cirele meantime becoming more and
more contracted, amd the rapidity of its revolution
rreater, as the dusk of AT agedd, unnl, st
lemgthy, one, and then another, dropped o, another anmld
another followed, the civcle still revolvige umil the
whole multitude had descended except one or 1wo,
These flew off, as if to eollect the strorelers, and, in o
few seconds, returned, with six or cight more, which,
after one or two roumils, dropped i one by one, and

all was silenee for the night, It seemed to me hardly

possibile that the internal sorface of the vent coulid

accommadate them all, without clustering on one ano-

ther, which I am informed they never do; and 1 was

very desirous of observing their azseension in the morn-
Y:I'\P", but having to set off before ||.|"|.‘,, I had not that
erratification.  Mr Churchman, however, to whom [
have since transmitted @ fow jueries, has been so
obliging as to inform me, that towards the be inning
of June the number of those 1hat rezularly retived to
the court-iouse to roost, was not more thaw one-fourth
of the former ; that on the morning of the 25d of June,
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he particuliurly ebservid their rease ension, which toals
g whinge af o fuarier puast Towr, or Lw 4-1|I-..' minntes belora
sumrize, mmwl that they pos sell out in less than three
minutes; that at my reguest the ehimuoey lad been
examined from above: but that, as fae down at Least 2
nine feet, it contained no nests; thonsh at o i'rrrml:m
|nl|:||_|11 it 15 certain that their nests were YOy iumerotns
there, o that the |'|||'|||I||'1l. was almost Iiuln'ﬂ, il &
sweep could with difficulty get up it.  Dut then it was
observed that thewr place of nocturnal retirenient wis
in another quarter of the town, # Oa the whole,” con-
tinues Mr Churchman, ¥ I am of opinion, that those
who continune to roost at the court-house are male
birds, or such as are not enwased in the |.III‘iI=Il.‘“: af
incubation, as that operation 15 going on in .|[141u==t
every unoccipied chimney in town., It I5 Tenson
to suppose, i they made wse of that at the cour [-iu.ulm::
for this purpose, at least some of their nests would
appear towards the top, as we find sael is the case
where but few nests are in a place."”

In a subsequent letter Mr Clurcliman writes as
follows :—* After the youns browl produced in the
different chimneys in Easton had taken wing, and o
week or ten days previous to their total disappearance,
they entirely forsook the court-house climuey, and
rendozvonsed in acenmolated numbers in the southern-
most chimney of John Ross's mansion, situated perhaps
o Binnd e et northeastward of the court-honse, lu
thiz L=t retreat [ soveral times connted more than two
hupdred g0 o of an evening, when T could not per-
eeive a single bivd enter the court-house chimney, [
wits much diverted one eveuine on },m-in{_r a eat, which
came upon the roof of the louse, and pliced hersalg
pear the chimney, where she strove o arvest 'li1.gltr
birids as they 1~:ur|~r:-1| without suceess; she at length
aseended 1o the LII!IIIII]I":' o sl ook Iwr station, ‘1.II'II
the birds deseended in gyrations withont secming to
recand grimalking who made frequent attempts to grab
them. | was pleased to see that they all escaped her
famgzs,  About the first week in the ninth month
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[Soptember,] the birds quite disappeared ; since which
I bave uot observed a ﬁiil.!_{!i," plividwal,  Thowel | was
not so fortanate as to be present at their general
sssembly and council when they conclded to tale their
leparture, wor did 1 see thew commence their flight,
vet | am fully persnanded that vione of them remain o
auy of our climmeys here, 1 have bad aceess to Ross's
ehimuey where they List resorted, and could see the
lights out from bottom to top, without the least vestige
or appearanee of any bivds.  Mary Ross also informed
me, that they have had their ehimneys swept previens
to their makine fires, and, thourh late in antumn, no
Birds have been fonnd there,  Chinmeys, also, whichi
bave not been used, bave been ascendid by sweeps in
the winter without discovering any. ludeed, all of
Lim are swept every fall and winter, and 1 have never
o Leasd of the swallows being Fonmil in either a dead,
living, or torpid state.  As to the courf-house, it lis
been oecupied as a place of worship two or three times
t=week for several weeks past, aud at these times there
has been fire in the stoves, the pipes of them both
aoing into the chimuney, which is shat up at bottom by
brick worle @ and, as the birds had Torsakien that I-.]:u;--:r,
it remains pretty eertain that they dil wot return
there ; and, if they did, the smoke, [ think, would le
deleterious to their existence, especinlly = 1 never
knew them to resort to Kitchen climieys where lire
was kept in the summer, 1 think [ lave noticed them
enter such chimneys for the purpose of exploring ; but
I have also noticed that they immeditely ascended, and
went off, on |i||r|i||g lire: :1I.ll:f smulie,'
The chimuey swallow 15 easily distinguished in aie
imm the rest of its tribe here, by ils long wings, its
berrt thi}'. this -l-uh-lc andl sheht vilictions of 1= W s,
amd its wide wnexpected diving rapidity of fight ;
shooting swiftly in varions directions without any
apparent motion of the wings, aud uttering the sounds
bsipr faip dsip dsee fsce in a burericd manver.  In roost-
ingr, the thorny extremities of its tail are thrown in for
its support. It is never seen to alight but in hollow
G
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trees or chimneys; 15 always wost gay and active in
wet and glosmy weather; and is the earlicst abivoad in
marning, sl latest out in evening, of all our swallows,
Albout the first or second weele in Sepromber, they
move off to the south, beine often observed on their
rante, :||.'|L'NH||,lIIi|:I.|_ 11:.' e lrl.-i:rlplr mEriins.
When we compare the manners of these hivds while
here with the aceount given by Captain Hendorson of
those that winter in such multitndes at Honduras, it s
impossible not to be strock with the resemblanee ; or
] to suppress our strong suspicions that they may prola-
Ly be the very same,

This species s four inches and a Lall in length, and
twelve inches in extent! altosetlier of a deep sooty
brown, except the chin and line over the cye, which
are of a dull white; the lores, as in all the rest, a
bleek s Lill, extremely short, hard, and Ilack ; nostrils, )
placed in a slightly elevated membrane; leas, covered
with a loose purplish skin g thirhs, naled, anil of the
same tint 3 feef, extremely musenlar; the three fore
} toes, nearly of a length; claws, very sharp; the wing,

when closed, extends an inch and o half bevond the tip
of the tail, which is rounded, and consist= of fen feathers
seareely lonzer than their coverts; their shafls extend
beyond the vanes, are sharp-pointed, strong, aud very
elustic, and of a lIi"I"]I black eolour: the <hatts of the
wing quills are also ru-m:|r|c1|h|;r strong 3 eve, black, sur-
rounded '||1'r 1 bare Wackish skin or oclat,

The female ean searcely be distinguished from the
male by her plumage.

GENUS XV.—=NIRUN D, Lansira
T NIAUNDG PUIPTREL, LINNEUS AND WILS0N, "
TUATLE MARTIX.
WILSON; PLATE SXXI%. FiG. L MALE —FIG. 1. FEMALE.

Tiis well-kuown bird i o reneral inhalitant of the
United States, and a particalar fovourite wherever he

]

“—_
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takes up his abode, T never met with more than one
wan who dislikod the !I1:|.'|.I'I:il|.'\=.| awd would not Iu-r‘mit
them to settle shont his honse,  This was a i“'““'il"“’;r
close=fistedl German, who, hated them, becanse, @ he
s, Ih-.'_'l' vt his _||'J."-"-":.l'1 1 tald him bhe mgst cors
r.'lillt_f b amistaken, a2 I never knew an instanes of
marting cating peas ; bot e replicd with coolness, that
Iie hadd LR times seen them lumsell’ @ |||.'|_I.'i:|:i_f1||_';|r
the bife, ml going sednip, selnap,” by which 1 under-
stoon] that iF was his fecs that ol been the sufforers ;
amd the cluree conld not be denied,

This fociable and hall' domesticated bivd areives in
the southern frontiers of the United States late in
Feliruary, or early in Mareh; reaches Peansylvania
about the Tst of April, and extends his migrations as
iar north ns the conni il Huilson's Bay, wliere he
s first seen in May amd disappears in Angnst ;osn,
acegrding to the doctrine of torpudity, has, consequently,
a pretty lowy annual nap in these frozen remions, of
cirht or uine months, nonder the fwee!  We, howerver,
chooss to consider lim as alvineine northerly with the

gradual approach of spring, and retiving with his yonng
family, on the first decline of summer, te a wore con-
eonial climate,

The sumeeer residence of thiz azeeeable bivd = uni-
versally ameny the habitations of man; whe, having
no interest i his destraction, and devivinge consilerable
advantage, is well a2 amusement, from his company, is
menerally is friend and protector. Wherever e comes,
hie finds some haspitable retreat fitted up for his aceom-
mardation, and that of his young, either in the projecting
waouslen cornice, on e top of the roof, or -“;‘-TF"I"“-‘“ in

' the Lex appropriated to the Buchivd 3 or, 8 all these
f]N" '|-'|-'-'H||:i||_:.*r i the dove-linnse TS the '|1il‘_rgl||||_i, In
this Inst ea=e, he sometimes folies spssion of one
fpuarter oy tier of the |:I'l']:Iii=_|~_\r i which wot a EL__ri'il[i

dare for o moment sef 1ts fool,  Some |J|li|lllgl T Lirgres

| convendencies formed for the marting, with many apart-
ment=, which are Il~lt:1||_'." fully temanted, and e "I"iﬂl

| rexalarly every sprin d, insuch places, particular
voL. 11, c ]
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individnals have been noted to return to the same box
for several suceessive vears.  Even the solitary Indian
seemis 10 have o particnlar vespect for this bied,  The
Chactaws and Chickosaws ent off’ all the top beanches
from a =apling vear theiv calins, leaving the prougsa
foit Or twi in !mqglh. o each of which Ilhr:." |I'.IIE;’_’ a
;e_n1|_|.|‘4,'|_, or wiash, 11|'u!n~1'!1.' hollowed out For their
convenience, On the banks of the Mississipp, the
negroes =tick up long canes, with the sone species of
apartuent ﬁ\'m]l to their tops, in which the nurtins
reculacly leeed, Wherever I bave tavelled in this
conntry, T have seen with pleasure the hospitality of
the inbabitants to this fvourite bivd.

Az superseding the neeessity of many of my own
observations on this species, I beg leave to introduce in
this place an extract of a letter from the e learned
and venerable Jolm Joseph Henry, Esq. judee of the
supreme court of Pennsylvans, a man of most pnniahle
mapners, which was written to me ot a few months
before his death, and with whiclh Tam happy to honour
my performanee ;—* The history of the purple martin
of America,” says he, © which is indigenous in Peunsyl-
vanin, and countries very far north of our latitude, willy
under vour countrol, become extremely  interesting,
We know its manners, habitades, ol nseful qualities
here; but we are not generally aequainted with some
teaits in its eharacter, which, in my wind, raok it in the
cliss of the most remarkable birds of passage.  Somie-
where { T eannot now refer to book and page) in Anson's
Voyage, or in Dampier, or some other sonthern voyager,
I recollect that the martin is named a: an inhabitant of
the resions of southern America, particularly of Chili;
and, in consequence, from the kuowledgze we have of i
its immense cmizration thward in our own country, -‘r
we may fairly presume that its flight extends to the
south as far as Terra del Fuego,  If the conjecture be
well founded, we may, with some cortainty, place this
useful amd  delizhtiul 1.‘|H:L1|m1|iuu anl l'ri.t'u:i[ of the
Luiman reee as the first in the order of Lirds of passuge,
Nature has fornished it with a lengthy, strong, and
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wervots pindon; its lews are short, too, 20 as not to
I-III|I|‘|.:|1' = L HEL L the e sl ]I|:||.E_\' e j],|,|1i.,||_: in
short, it has CVETY indication, from |||.n:h|:_l,' I'u|-;|-|g,1l:i"|:|;'
that Providence intended 1t as o bicid of thae J_unn_ulﬂ
flizht,  Belkuap speaks of it as o visitant of New ]I.lm|r—
shire, 1 have seon it in numbers at Quebee,
Hearne speaks of it in lat. G0 worth, Toascertain the
times of the coming of the martin 1o New Crrlesns, and
its migration to and from Mexico, Quito, and Chili, are
dezirable data in the liistory of this bird ; bat it is pro-
bable that the state of science in those countries remders
this wish hopeless,

* Ielative to the domestic history, if it may be so
called, of the bluebied and the martin, permit me to
give yvor an anccdote : In 1800 | removed from Lan-
caster to a farm o few miles above 1].||'|'j-']:||||.ﬂ;_l;h, Enow-
llflf.' the benefit dedvable to o farmer from the “'Jii:h'
bourhood of the marting in preventis o the depredations
of the babl eagle, the hawls, and even the crows my
carpenter wis cuiployed to form a Lse box, with
number of apartments for the martine, The box was
put up in the astumn. Near and weonnd the howse
were a number of well grown apple-trees and much
shrubbery, a very fit hannt for the feathersd race.
About the middle of Felirnary, the bluobirds eane  in
a =hort time they were very familiar, and took [Hiss .
gion of the box : these consisted of two or theee s,
By the lath of May, the bluebinds had ewss, if not

.

iy

young, Noew the marting arvived in nembers, visited

the box, and a severe contflict ensued,  The bl birds,

seemingly animated by their righe of ossession, or for

the protection of their youns, were victorious, The

~fmartins regularly arrived alont the middle of Muyw, for

the eixht following yeurs, examined the .-l.;nnrl:nntinn of

the box, in the absence of the bluchirds, but were

uniformly compelled to Oy upon the return of the
latter.

* The trouble cansed you by reading this note von

will be pleased to charge to the martin, A box replete

: with that beautiful traveller, is not very distant from

h. 2 PE— T
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ey bed-head. Their notes seem discordont beeanse of
their numbers; yet to me they are pleasing. The
industrions farner and  wechane would do well to
live o box lixed near the apartients of their drowsy
lahonrers,  Just s the dawn approaches, the m fin
Dewins its notes, which last hall'a minute or wore il
then subside until the twilight is fairly broken, An
animated and incessant nousical Chatteriig Now ensucs,
sullicient 10 aronse the most sleepy person. Perhaps

ehanticleer is not their superior
fication
of annoving birds of prey.

1 shiall wdd a few particelars o this faithin]l and
interesting sketch by ny deeepsed friend : Alont the

mriddle, or 20th, of April, the

prepare their nist, The last of these, which §exa
wits formed of dry leaves of the weeping willow, slender

gtraws, hay, and feathers, in

The emrs were four, very cunall for the size of the lird,
and pure white, without any spot=.  The first Lirood

il he is (e beneath the wartin i lis powers

UREA.

in this benefieial "guali-

purting lirst Legin 1o
win ey

pon=iderable 1|1Ih|:i1'ilj|',

appears in May, the second fate in July. During the

period in which the female is

favine, and Lefore she
v ol

commeness inenliation, they are both from home the
ayreater part of the day. When the female is sitting,
shie s frequent]y visited by the male, who also ovenies

k

her ]!||.|.l.'l' while she t

os n sherl recreation alroad.

e also often passes a quarier of an hour in the apart-
ment beside hez, and lias beeome quite domestivated
ginee Ter confinement,  He sits on e omtsiide dressing

and arraniing his plomage, v
door of the aj
Ths notes, at this tine, sed
soliness, and his aratula
tenderness.  Counjusal Adelity,
pumber together, sevms to be

these Lipds. On the 25th of May, a nle
sartin tonk possession of a box in Mr Bavtvam’s g
A day or iwo after, a second §¢

onally passing 1o 1he

wartment as if to inguire how she does,
v o iave asswmed a peealine
ons are expressive of much

even where there is u.Y
fnithiully preserved by
ul female
e,
o ymade luer appeirs

ance, amd =iaid for several days ; but, from {hir ewlid

veception she met with, being

frequently beat off by

gl
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the male, she finally abandonel the place; and set of, no
:]ull!rl, o seok |'.w AN TLI R =||L'i..|||||' :'1l1|||r.ll:|i|r|:|,
Tha l.lHl'.:Ill' warting, like his halt-cousmn the Iill|;_-' Loirl,
_'i\ the terror of crows, hiwls, aml 1-.l:_’lq*<. These lue
attacks whenever they make their appeavance, and
with such vigour awd rapidity, that they instantly have
vecomrse o light, S0 well known i this to the leser
birds, and to the domestic poultey, that, as soon as they
bhear ghe martin's v engaged in fight, all is alurm
andd eonsternation. observe with what spirit and
andacity this bird dives and sweeps upon and aveund the
bawlk or the earle iy astouishing,  He also bestows an
orcasional bastimadine on the king bivd when e s
him ton near his premises ;. thouzgh he will, at any time,
mstantly eo-operate with him in attacking the common
CUCTHY,

The martin differs from all the rest of our swallows
in the pavticular prey which he selects.  Wasps, bees,
large beetles, particularly those called by the buys gold-
spiths, seem s Lovourite same, 1 have taken four of
these larre beotles from the stomach of & purple martin,
each of which sesmed entire, and even unbrmsed.

The flizht of the purple martin unites in it oll the
swiliness, ease, rapidity of tnrning, and grcelulness of
motion of its tribe,  Like the swift of Europe, he sails
mueh with little action of the wings, He passes through
the most crowded parts. ol our streets, cluding the
passengers with the _l|l|i-'|\||4'4h of thought ; or pliays
pmoner the clowds, slidine about at o vast height, like
an aerial beine,  His wsoal note, pevo peve pewo, is
lond and mua=ieal 3 but iz 1't‘|-||lH'III|_',.' supecreded ||:L otliers
more low and sutt weatl,  Boon after the 20tk of .ﬂu_:_:l,l,.-{.
e leaves Dennsvivania for the sonth,

This hard has been deseribed, theee or four different
times, by European writers, as so many different spevies,
—ithe Canadian swallow of Torton, dnd the great
Ameriean martin of Edwands, being evidently the
female of the present species,  The violet swallow of
the former anthor, =atd to inhabit Louisiane, differs in
uo respect from the present.  Deceived by the appear.
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auce of the flight of this hivd, and its similarity to that
ol the swilt of BEurope, strangers from that country
have also asserted that the swilt s common Lo Narth
Americ and the United States. Ko soach bard, how-
ever, inhalits any part of this continent that L have as
."""'T 'I.'Il'binTl'J].

The porple martin is eight inches in length, and
sixteen inclies in extent ; except the lores, which are
Black, and the wings and tail, which are of a bropmish
black, lie is of a rich and deep purplish blue, with
strong vielet veflections; the bill is strong, the map
very large; the legs also short, stout, and of a dark
divty purple; the tail consists of twelve feathers, is
considerally forked, and edged with purple bloe ; the
eye full and dark.

" The female measures nearly as lavge as the male; the
apper parts are Llackish brown, with Llue and violet
retlections thinly seattered ; chin and breast, grayish
brown ¢ sides under the wings, darker ; belly and vent,
whitish, net pure, with stains of dusky and :,':'jimr ochre;
wings aid tail, blackish brown.

7. HIoUxno AMERICANA, WILS. — NIRUNDO RUFAy CMELIX.
RARN SWALLOW, WILSOXN,
WILEOX, TLATE XXXVIIL FiG. T MALE —T1G. 1I. TEMALE.

Turre are but few persons in the United States
unacquainted with this gay, innocent, and active little
bird,  Indecd the whole tribe are so distinewizhed from
the rest of small birds by their sweeping rapidity of
flight, their peeuliar aerial evolutions ol wing over our
fields and mvers, and throneh onr very streets, from
marning to wight, that the light of heaven itself, the
s'l;}'_ the trecs, or any other common Hl'l;ivl"l,"h of nature,
are not better known than the swallows.  We welcome
their fiest appearance with delight, as the faithiul
harbingers and companions of flowery spring, and ruddy
summer ; and when, after a long, frost-bound, and
boisterous winter, we hear it announced, that * The

|

|
|
|
J
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swillows are come,” what a teain of charmine idens
are assoetated witls the s.i111|||u Ti||i||;:.\:

Thee wondertal activ iT:l.' ||i-.||I.|_l. el I these birds forms
i ‘-ll'lll'n.il-l:_’ contrast to the slow habits of mest other
amimals, It may be fairly questioned, whetlier, amouge
the whole feathered tribes which heaven hoas formed (o
adorn this part of creation, there be any that, in the
samie space of i, pass over an edqual extent of surface
withethe swallow. Let a person take his stand on a
fine swmmer evening by o new mown Held, meadow, or
river shore, for a short time, amd among the numerons
individwals off this tribe that it belors him, fix his
eye on o particolar one, aod follow, for a while, all
its circuitons labyrinths—its extensive sweeps —its
sidden, rapidly reiterated zigozar excursions, little
inferior to the lightning itsell, and then attempt, by
the powers of mathematies, to calenlate the length of
the varions lines it describeg,  Alag! even his omni-
|:u1q-||.r fluxions l.l.u:|1|_l| :l.l.ili! I'!“ I'ill]q!' ]||'|'1~, :|l.|.|| ]|r-
wionld =a0n :L11.:I1||u|| 1|||' T.,l_\l\' 'iu :|1~5]|;|i|'. "'|-1,"l. |1]:Ll
some definite L'rrlii:l'llﬁl_'m may b formed of this extent,
let us '~..1J|Inl:lzl--|".| that H!i-'i- |I|[|.l," ||ir|:| ﬂil.'s-:, '||| |I.II‘\ =gl
wav, at the rate of one mile in a minnte, which, from
the many |'T'|'11'|‘illlnl'lI.Th | l|.|.'\.'|' |||.|1|1:. I I.)I‘Iil"l.'l" Tix L
within the truth : and that e iz s0 en il for ten
]'II'I:III';\ L rl.q}'; :IIu] rIIII'I]'II'I'. it ”li.h HIS ALY & life II.‘\
extended to ten vears, (many of our small birds |l1ri1lg
Eoown to live moeh loneer, even in a state of domest-
cation ), the mmownt of all these, allowing three hundreed
and sixty-five davs to o vear, would give ns two million
one ludred amd ninety thonsand miles ; upwards of
ciglity-seven times the cirenmference of the globe!
Yot this little winged seraph, i T may so speak, wheo,
in a few days, and at will, can pass from the borders of
the arctic regions to the torvid zone, s foreed, when
winter :||_|E|nl'|r.'lq'|l|.'.-=. (1] |.|.|'s-s|:'|~|||| Lo 1|:w et fvans of i'.lri.{"."\,
rivers, and lll.illa-]hlllli.\'l 11 1]|||’!|' itsell in the mnd with
eels and snapping turtles ; or to ereep ingloriously into
a cavern, a rat-hole, or a hollow tree, there to doxe,
with snakes, toads, and other reptiles, until the return
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of -‘|Il‘illl'.{.r Is not thiz true, vt wise men of I-'f||rr||.-|_-
and Amerien, who have publishied so moany credifue
warratives on this subjeet ¥ The goese, the dicks, the
eat-bivd, nnd even the wren, which erveps about oo
outhonses i swmmer ke o monse, are all acknow ledgred
v liae ll.riu_l'.lhrl':l.', anil to s 1o southorn 1""i:"i"'”'* al th
ngllnuu']l of winter @ rLr swallow alons, on whom
Heaven lus conferred superior powers of wing, must
sinlk in tor llilhr}' at the bottow of our rivers, o doze
all winter in the cverns of the earth. 1am myself
goauething of a traveller, aud fore countrics afford
many wovel sights: shonld Lassert, that in some of my
peregrinations I lid met with o nation of Indians, afl
of whom, old and voung, at the commencement of colid
weather, descewd to the bottom of their lakos and
rivers, and there remain until the breaking up of frost ;
may, should T affirm, that theusands of peeple in the
uetghhourhood of this city, vesularly nndergo the sime
semib-annual submersion, —that T wiyself lad fislied up
a whole family of these from the bottom of Schaylkill,
where they had lnin forpid all winter, carvied them
Lome, and brovght them all comfortably to themselves

azin — should 1even publish this in the learned pazes k
of the Frawsactions of oar 1"||i|.u_hn'|||||{';|.] Society, who

would believe me? I then, the svganization of a
gwallow less delicate than that of o man ¥ Coan o bird,
whiose vital Tonetions are desi rul\'w.l_ Ir:.‘ a short llﬁ'l.;ﬂ 1T
o pure ave and s wswal food, sustain, for six months,
a situation where the most rolust moan would perish
in a few hours, or minutes ? Away with such absur-
dities ! they are unworthy of a sevions Fefutation,
I shioudd Lo pledsed to mect with 2 man who has been
personally more conversant with birds than myselr,
who lins followed them in their wide and devions
routes —stidiod their varions maoners —mingled with
and marked their peealineities more than | have done;
yet the miracle of a resuseitated swallow, in the depth
of winter, from the bottom of a millpond, is, T confess,
a I.IIIIE'IIHIHI,'LLI')II in ornithelogy that l have neyver met 1
with.
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What better evidenece have we that these fleet-wingod
tribes, instead of following the natural and acknow-
ledeed migeations of many other binls, lie torpid all
winter iu hollow trees, eaves, and other sublermneous
vevesses ¥ That the climney swallow, in the eanly
prart of summer, may bave been found in a hollow tree,
and in preat numbers too, is not denied 3 such being,
i some p].qu of the conutry, (s has Loen shewn in
the history of that species,) their actual places of
rendezvous, on their fivst armaval, amd their common
roosting place long after; or that the baonk swallows,
also, soon after their avrival, in the carly part of
spring, miuy be ehilled by the cold mornings which we
frequently expericnse at that season, and be found in
is state in their heles, T woulid as little dispute; but
that oither the one or the other has ever heen found,
"in the midst of winter in a state of torpedity, [ do not,
cannot believe.  Millions of trees, of all dimensions,
are cut down every full and winter ol this country,
where, in their proper season, swallows swarm avonnd
us.  Ls it therefore in the lest yl‘{\h..h]v that we should,
only ance or twice fuan age, hive no other evidence
than ane or two solitary and very suspicions reports of
a Mr Somebody having made a discovery of this kind ?
If eaves were their places of winter retreat, perhaps no
eountry on earth comlil supply them with a preater
choiee. | have myself explored many of these, in
VArious [rts of the United States, both in winter and
in spring, particularly in that singular tract of country
in Kentucky, called the Barvens, where some of these
subterranems eaverns are several miles in length, lofty
"w.vl capacions, and pass under a large anl deep river—

have conversed with the salipetre workers by whom
they are tenauted ; but never heard or met with one
instance of & swallow havine heon found {here in winter,
Thiese peaple treated siach i‘l*[lﬂﬂh with ridienle,
5 Tt is 1o be vesretted that o greater number of experi-
ments have not been made, by keeping live swallows
; through the winter, to convines these believers in the
torpidity of birds, of their mistake,  That class of cold.
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Dlooded animals which are bwown to become torpid
during winter, and of which hundreds and thonsands
are found every season, are sulject to the same when
kept in a suitable room for experiment,  How js it
with the swallows in this respect 7 Much powe '
testimony might be prodoced on this point 3 the followine
experiments recently mmde by Mr James Pearson of
London, aud communicated by Sie John Trevelyn, Bart.
to Mr Bewick, the celebrated engraver m o wood, will
b suflicient for owr present purpose, and throw rreat
light on this part of the sulject,

“ Five or six of these birds were taken aliout the
latter end of A ngust, 1784, in o bat fowli ng-nel af wieht,
TIIL‘}' were put Z-v|n|'.l|h:I}' into small eares, and fod wi
nightingale's food : in abont a week or ten davs thoy
took food of themselves; they were then put all together
into a deep eage, four feet love, with sravel at the
bottom ; a broad shallow pan with water was placed in
it, in which they sometimes washed themselves, and
seemed much strengthened by it, One day My Pearson
olserved, that they went into the water with unusual |
earerness, hurrying in amd ont i repeatedly with
such swiltness ax i by Tund Deens suildenly seized with
afrenzy.  Being anxions to see the resalf, he left them
to themselves about half an hour, and, soine to the
enge again, fownd them all huddled together v a corner
npp:m'ul!__l.' dead 3 the eaze was then Placed at a proper :
distance from the fire, when only two of them recovered,
and were as healthy as before—the rest died. The
two remaining ones woere allowed to waslh themselves
oceasionally for o short tine only; hint their feet zop
after became swelled and folamed, which Mr P &
attributed to their perching, awd they died abowg
Christmas.  Thus the first yvear's CXperiment was in
some measure lost.  Not discomramed by the fuilure of
this, Mr Pearson determined to make a second toal thi
succeeding year, from a stramg desire of being convineed

* Sec Dewick's fritish Rirds, vol, i, P- 25,
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same bird 3 T shall therefore take the lileriy of cons
sidering the present as a separate and distinel species,
Thie bawn swallow arrives in this Jriart ol |'|-|:||~I\ Ivonin
from the south on the st week in Mareh, or the first
wioel 1 A |'||‘i|ﬂ.| ;||I,|:|. [k on Lk I_hl_' ||m'l]1 s i:-ll'1 H
lieast, as the river St Lawrence, On the east side of
the premt ange of the Allesliny, they are dispersed
very wenerally over the country, wherever there are
habitations, even to the summit of hich mouniain
bty on aceonnt of the greater coldness of such situations,
are uwsually noweek or two later in making their appear-
anee there,  On the 16th of May, being on a shooting
expedition ou the top of Pocano mountain, North-
smpton, when the ice on that and on several SUCCeSEive
mornings was more than a fuarter of an ineh thic
observed, with Nul‘|||_'i:ﬁ", a pair of these swallows whicl
had taleen up theie abode on a0 miserable cabin there,
It was thew about sonrise, the gronmd white with hoar
frost, and the male was twittorine on the roof by the
side of his mate with great sprightliness,  The man of
the house told me that a sinele poie came rezulady
there every season, and bailt their nest on o projecting
beam under the eaves, about six or sevon feet from the
svound. At the bottom of the mountain, in a larze
barn Belonging to the tavern theve, L eownted upwards
of twently nests, all seemingly aeenpil, 1n the woods
they are never met with ; but, as yon ipproach a farm,
they soon eatel the oye, cutting their sambols in the
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air.  Searcely a barn, to which these birds ean find i
access, is withont them ; and, as public feeling is uni-
versally in their fovour, they are sellom or never -

disturbed, The proprictor of the lurn last mentione

a German, assured me, thar i o man permitted the!
swallows to be shot, his cows wanll zive bloody mille,
and alzo that wo barn where swallows frequented would
ever be stenel with lightning ; ond 1 wodded asseut.
When the tenets of superstition * lean to the side of
humanity,” one ean readily vespeet thew,  On the west
aile of the Alleghany these birds become more rare.




BARY SWALLOW, el

In t|.~,|.1.';~][i:|g flironeh the States of }{Nlluul-.;:r ol
Teomeser, from Lexington to the Tennesee river, in
the months of April and May, 1 did vt see a single
individual of this speeivs; though the purple martin,
i, i s pliees, the bank swallow, wis numerous,

Early e May they begin to bnild.  From the size
and struetnree of the nest, 1t 1§ IIL"-II'I}' a woeelk before it
is |'1llllirfmrl']\ fintshed, One of these nestz, talken on
the 21t of June from the mfter to which it was 1_'|u'=|":r
attached, i now ]_'u inge before me, It iz in the form of
an inverted eone, with & perpendicular section oot off
on that side by which it adhered to the wood. At the
t|r|:|n it has an extension of the i'i:l_'_'i',irl' l?ﬂ.—-d?f, Illrl‘ Thi!
male or feweale to sit on oceasionally, as appeared by
the dunz; the upper dinmeter was shout six imches by

d
v, the hieirht externally seven in This shell s
ax plasterers do

formed of mod, uoxed with fine
their mortar with hoir, te make it adhere the better ;
the mud seems to have been phiced in regular steata,
or lnyers, from side 4o side ; the hollow of this cone
(the sheil of which s about an inch i thickness) 1
fillesd with fine Loy, well stoffed in; above that is aid
o handdful of very Lirge downy geese feathers ; the egpps
are five, white, specked, aml spotted all over with
reddish brown,  Owing to the semitrmnspareney of the
sliell, the vrers have o slicht tinee of flesh coleur, The
whele weirhs about two pounds,

They have generally two brood in the season,  The
first make their appearnee alout the seeond week in
Jume ;3 gl the last heood leave the nest abont (he 10
of Awrust, Thoneh it 15 ol uncommon lur twenty,
and even thirty, pair to boild in the some barn, vet
. f"l-'i'!l"'n' thing seems to he comdneted with great order

and affection ; all seems harmony among them, as il the

interest of esuch were that of all.  Several nests are
aften within a few inches of cach other; vet no appear-
anee of diseord or rl_ll.l.l'l'i""il'lg 1.'|,|i|,'5 Erl:l 1] Ii|i\ Hrl'i|1'|'].1||

:l.llll :4|i|_'|:"|ilm.|f_l' 1'||r||.I|iI||i-IF}'.

When the voung are Git to leave the nest, the old
ones entice them out by futtering backwards and




4G IHIRUNDO AMERICANA.

forwards, twittering and calling to them every time they
fl~1$r<: and the young exercise themselves, for several
days, in short essays of this kind, within deors, belore
they first venture alroad.  As soon as they leave the
barn, they are conducted by their parents to the trecsy

or bushes, by the pond, creek, or viver shore, or (rrhmr
suitable sitwation, where their proper food is most
abundant, and where they can be l'q.'-ull with the greatest
comvenience to both parties.  Now and then they take
a ghort exeursion themselves, and are also fréquently
fed while on wing by an almost instantaneous motion
of both *HII'U‘I.'HP vising perpendicularly in air, and mecting
each other.  About the middle of August they seem to
berin to prepare for their departure,  They assemble
on the roof in great numbers, dressing and arranging
their plumage, and making oceasional essays, twitlnl'in;&
with great cheerfulness.  Their song 15 a Kind of
sprightly warble, sometimes continned fora considerable
time,  From this period to the Sth of September, they
are geen near the Schuylkill and Delaware, every |
afternoon, for two or three honrs before sunset, passing {
along to the south in geeat unmbers, fecding as they

skim along, I have counted several bundreds pass
within sight in less thau a gquarter of an hour, all
directing their course towarils the sonth, The reeds

are now their regolar roosting places ; and, about the
middle of September, there is searcely an individual of
them to be seen.  How far south they continue their
ronte is uneertain : none of them remon in the United
States,  Mr Bartram informs me, that, during his
residence in Florida, he often saw vast flocks of this

amd our other swallows, passing from the peninsula i
towards the south in September and Cetober ; il .'I]a'OY =
on their return to the north about the middle of March,

It &= hichly probable, that, were the conntries to the
south of the Gull of Mexieo, aud as far south as the
great river Maranon, visited and explored by a com-
petent naturalist, these remions would be found to be

the winter rendezvons of the very birds uow before us,

and maost of our ether migratory tribes.
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In a small volume which 1 have lately met with,
entithid, An Aevconnt of the Britesh Seitlcment uf Hon-
dieras, by Captain George Hewderson, of the Sth West
Tl ia res irenif, III1|I|.i:-I!4-||. i London in 1509, the writer,

i!r Areating of that futrt of itz natural !ai..-\[ur}' which

Aates to birds, wives the followinge particulars : —
¢ Myriads of swallows," suys he, “are also the oceasional
inhabitamts of Honduraz,  The time of their restdence
i monerally confined o the period of the rains, [that
i, from Chctober to February,] after whicl, they totully
disappear.  There is something renarkally cnrions and
deserving of notice in the ascent of these birds, As
soon as the dawn appears they quit their place of rest,
which is usually ehosen amid the roshes of some watery
snvannali ; and invariably rise to o certain height, in a
apact spival form, and which at a distance often
ceasions them to be taken for an immense column of
smoke. This attained, they are then seen separately to
disperse in search of food, the ocoupation of their day.
To these who may have bad the opportunity of olser-
ving the phenomenon of a water-spout, the similarity of
evelution, in the ascent of th irds, will b thought
singly striking. The descent, which regularly
takes place at =unset, is conducted mach in the same
way, but with inconceivable rapidity.  And the noise
which aceompanies this can only e compared to the
falling of an immense torrent, or the rushing of a violent
gust of wind,  lodeed, to an observer, it seems won-
derful, that thousands of these birds are not destroyed,
m being thus prepelled to the earth with such irresis-
tible foree” =
How devoutly it is to be wishied that the natural
-.,hl tory o those resions were more |Lnr|-;i_\|l'|1,- i-.;1-|1_n.-|,-||f
Ko absolutely necessary as it is to the perfect under-
:'[."Ill'liiin__'_' of this I.[l'l:iitl'l]lli-ut ol onr own!
The barn swallow is seven inches loneg, and thirteen
inches in extent; bill, black ; apper part of the head,
weck, back, rump, and tail-coverts, steel Iue, which

* Hesvepsos's Honduros, pe 119,
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descends rounding on the breast ; front and chin, decp
chestout 3 Delly, veut, sud lining of the wing, lizht
chestont ; wings and tail, brovwn Wlack, slightly irfigss il
with reflections of sreen ; tail, preatly forked, the exte-
vior feather on each side an inel and a half longee thay
the next, aml tapering towards the extreminy, :"-1(‘1?
femther, except the two middle ones, macked on its %
inner vane with an oblong spot of white ; lores, hlack ;
ey, dark hazel ; sides of the moutd, yellow § legs, dark
purple, .

The female diffors from the male in having the belly
aned vent rafons white, instead of light chestnut ; Thiese
parts are also slightly clonded with rufous ; and the
exterior tail-fenthers are shorter,

These birds aro easily tamed, and soon become cx-
coedingly sentle and familinr, 1 have frequently k
thuem in my room for several days at a time, where they
employed themselves in catehing flies, pid i them
from oy clothies, hair, & calling out occasienally as
they abserved some of their old companions passing the
windows.

T, MIREN DO FIRIDIE, WILSON, — 1L RICOLOT, VIEILL.
CEELS, NLUF, O WIHTE RELLIED FWALLOW, WILLON,
WILEEY, PLATE XXXV FIG. 105

Tms is the species hitherto supposed by Europeans
to be the ssme with their common wartin, kirundo
arbiea, o bied no where to be Tound within the Unired
States.  The English martin is blue black aboyve; the
present species greenish blue ; the former as 1he whole
rumyp white, and the legs aml feet are coversd wigh |
short white downy feathers; the latter T mothing
either,  That ridiculons propensity in foreign writers,
tor consider mast of our birds as varietios of their own, |
has Jed them into many mistalies, which it shiall be the
Lusipess, of the author of the present w ork to point j
out, decisively, wherever he may meet with them,

The white-bellied swallow arrives in Pennsylvania o |
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few davs later than the preceding species, It often

takos l;n,m,'v\iull of an apartment in the boxes appro-
1 priated to the purple marting and also freguently

Builils sl latelies in o hollow tree. The nest cons
jats of fine loose dey prass, hined with lirge downy
feathers, rising above its surlaee, and so placed as to
eurl inwarils, and eompletely coneeal the s, These
bast are nsnally four or Gve in nombier, and pure white.
T]1|'_1.' alzo have twa brood m the soaso,

The voice of this species i3 low and guttural ; they
are more disposed to quarrel than the barm swallows,
frequently fizhting in the air for a quarter of an hour
at o time, pactienlarly in spring, all the while keeping
up a dow rapid chatter.  They also =ail more 1 flying;
but, during the breeding season, feequent the spme
gitnations iu quest of similae food,  They inhabit the
portliern Atlantic States o e as the District of Maine,
where [ luve myself scen them ; and my friend Mr
Garduer juforms we, that they are fonnd on the coast

of Lone Tshud and its weishbonrhood, About the
middle of July, T aliserved many hundreds of these binds
sitting on the dat sandy beach uear the enirance of
Great Eveilrbonr, ']_'iu-}‘ waere alsn Very nimersis
amony the myrtles of these low islamls, completely
covering some of the boshes,  One man told me, that
he saw gne londeed amd 1wo shot at a n-lh'lgh.‘ iliseliarze.
For some time before their departure, they sibsist
principally on the myrile bervies (mgyrica cerifera,)
and become extremely fat. They leave us early in
September.
This species appears to have remainied litherto undes-
l cribed, owing to the misspprehension before mentioned.
W is not perhaps quite so wmerous as the preceiing,
anil r.u‘:-]_v assoeiites with it 1o hreed, never using el
of any kind i the construction of its nest,

The whitebellied swallow is five inches amd theee

aquarters long, anl twelve inches inextent ;3 bill and eye,

' black ; mpper parts, a |i::]1! srlossy grreenish blue § wings,
brown Llack, with slisht reflections of green; tail,
forked, the two exterior finthers being nbout & quarter

VoL I I
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of an ineh longer than 1the middle ones, and all of
uniform brown black H [:-rr.-, Ilacl: 3 whole lower I:I;Jr!s.
pure white ; wings, when shut, extend about a quarter
of an ineh beyond the tail; logs, waled, short, aud
strotig, and, as well as the feet, of a darlk purplish flesh
colour; claws, stout.

The fenle Tas much less of the greenish gloss than
tili"it, male, the colours being less Drilliant; otherwise
alike.

The MIRUNDO RIPARIA, TINY, —MANE SWALLOW, OL AKD
MARTLN,

WILROX, FLATE XEXVIL FIG: IV, —EIMYDURGH COLLECE MUSEUAL.

Tires appears to be the most socialle with its king
and the least intimate with man, of all our swallows s
living towether in large communities of sometines
theee or four hundred, On the bigh sandy bank of
a river, quarry, or gravel pit, ata foot or two from the
surface, they commonly eevateh out holes for tleir
nests, running them in o horizental dircction 1o the
depth of two and sometimes three feet.  Several of
these holes are often within a few inelies of each
other, aud extemd in various strata alowe the front of
the precipice, sometimes for eighty or one hundred
yards, At the extremity of this hole, a linle five dey
erass, with a few large downy feathers, form the Letl
on which their oprs, generally five in wumber, and
pure white, are deposited,  The youne are hatched
fate in May ; and here T have tuken netice of the con-
mon erow, in parties of four or five, watching at the
entreanee of these holes, {0 seize the lirst .-»Il*:l_'_-,r_-_-:tiugy
young that should make its appearanee.  From the
chonds of swallows that wsaally play ronnd these breed-
i places, they remind one at o distunee of @ svwarn of
Erl."!'f“-..

The bink swallow arrives here earlior (han either of /
the pred eiline Iu';_fill.-i to build in ‘l“tprih and has o=
monly two browd i the season,  Their voice is a low I
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mutter. They are particularly foud of the shores of
l':i'l.'l.'1'."5 :.'IIEI-I.]., i several i]l.tl'{'\ .Llui:g the {!hin. 1_||_|_-}" k=
groate i immense mnltitndes,  We have sometines
several days of ol vin and severe weather after their
areival iu =preing, from which they take fuze in their
holes, clustering towether for warmth, amd have been
frequently found at suely thoes in aluost 3 lifeless stats
with the cold ; which circumstance has contributed o
the belief that they lie torpid all winter in these recesses,
1 have'searched Wundreds of these loles in the months
of December and Janmary, but never found a sinsle
swallow, dead, living, or torpid. 1 met with this lird
in considerable numbors ol the slores of the ]{.||_|_|“|-|.;}-
river, botwoeen Lexington and Danville, They like-
wise visit the sea shore, in great numbers, previous to
their departure, which continues from the Tist of Sep-
tember to the middle of Octoler,

The bank swallow s five inches lonz, and ten inches
in extent; upper parts, mouse voloured, lower, white,
with a bawd of dusky lrownish acrozs the UppEr part
of the breast; tail, forked, the exterior feather slishtly
edgzed with whitish ; lores and bill, back ; lews, with
a few tufts of downy feathers behind; claws, fine
pointed and very sharp; over the oye, a streak of
whitish ; lower side of the shafts, white ; wings ani
tail, darker than the body. The female differs very
little from the male,

This bird appears to be in nothing diferent from l]w
European species; Irom which ri|'4'|||'||3.'li1|:p.|:1~_ and il=
l"':ll']}' arrival here, T would conjecture that it [msses to
a high vorthern Latitude on both continents,

.(
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TYRAXT FLYCATCIER, Ol KING HIRD.

WILE0%, FLATE X1il. FI0. L EM¥EURGH COLLEGE MUBEUM.

Tuis is the field martin of Marvland awd some of the
sonthern States, and the king bird of Penmsylvania an
soveral of the northern districts,  The epithet fyrant,
which is generally applied to him by naturalists, 1 am
not altorether so well satisfied with; some, however,
may think the two terms pretiy nearly synony mos,

The trivial name king as well as tyrant has hieen
Lestowed on this Lird fer its extrmordinarey behaviouwr,

and the authority it assumes over all others, during the
time of breeding. At that season his extreme aflection
-

for his mate, and for his west and yonng, wakes him
suspicions of every bird that happens fo pass near his
resilence, so that he attacks, withour discrimination,
every intrider, In the months of May, June, and
part of July, his fife is one continned scene of broils
anid battles; in which, however, he generally comes
oft conguersr.  Tawks gl erows, the balid ragle, and
the great black eagle, all equally dread a rencounter with
this danntless Little champion, who, as soon as he per
eoives one of these last approaching, lanches into i
air to meet him, monnts 1o a considerable lieight above
L, snd darts down on his back, sometimes fixing
there to the great annoyance of his sovercign, who, if
oo conveniont retreat or resting place be vear, endea-
vours by various evolutions to rid himself of his merei- |
less adversary. Dot the king bird is not so casily
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dismounted. e teases the eagle incessantly, sweeps
upou hime from vight and lefi, remounts, that he way
doscend on s back with the asreiter violence : all the
while keeping wp a sheilll amd vapil twitteringe s and
continuine the attack sometimes for more than a mile,
L il e is relioved by some other of his tribe cqually
erer for the couts
There is one bird, however, whicl, by its superior
rn]:'idhl'l,' of fhieht, 15 somelimes more than o match for
B and I have several tines witnessed his precipitate
retreat before this active antaronizt,  This is the pllrlph.'
martin, one whose foed and disposition is protty similar
to his own, but who has greatly the advantaze of him
an wing, in eluding all his attacks, and teasing him as
p pleases. [ have abo seen the red-headed wood-
cloer, wiile :'|'|||l_ri|;|_1,; on a rail of the lfenee, amuse
gmself with the violence of the Ling Lird, and play
bo-peep with him ronnd the rail, while the latter,
highly ievitated, made overy attempt, as he swept from
side to side, to strilie Lim, but in vain. Al his toebu-
lenee, however, vinislies as soon as his young are able
to shift for themselves; and he is then as mild and
praceable as any ather bird,

But he has o worse labit than all these ; one ninch
mnre alinosions 1o the hnsbandman, and often futal to
himself, e loves, not the houey, but the bees ¢ and,
it must be confesseil, s frequently on the look-out for
these little industrious iusects,  He plants himself on
a post of the fenee, or owa small tree in the garden,
not far feom the hives, and from thenee sallies on them
as they pass and repass, making great havoe among their
numbers, His sheill twitter, so near to the honse, sives
mtimtion ta the Gewer of what s @0 and the
an soon closes his caveer for ever. rigrilis 1o
himself, in this aese, the exclusive '||1'i'r|h of murder;
andd, alter putting thonsands of these same litthe inseets
i to death, seizes on the fraits of their Tabour,

The king birds arrive in Penvsylvania about the 20th
of ;'q.pril, sometimes i small bodies of ive and six e
ther, and are at first very silent, until they begin to

—
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i1;.|.f|'. and build their nest,  This L’"”'-'l'“”-:" talies j'l]ﬂ(‘l?
about the first weels i Iﬁ'[u:.'_ The nest is Viry aftien
built i the orchard, on the horizontal Lranch of an
apple tree; frequently also, as Catesby olserves, on a
ras=ufras tree, al wo great height from the oround, The
outside consists of small slender twigs, tops of withered
lowers of the lrl!:ml yarrow, aml others, well wove
together with tow and wool; and s made laree, and
remarkably lirm and compact, 1t is usaally linegd with
fine dey fibrous grass, aml horse hair, The esas are live,
of a very pale eream colour, or dull white, marked with
a fow lurge spots of decp purple, and other smaller ones
of light brown, chielly, though not altozetlier, towards
the great end. They generally build twice in the senson,

The king bird is altogether destitute of song, having,
only the shrill twitter above mentioned.  His usual
mode of light is sineular,  The vibrations of his broad
wings, as he moves slowly over the felds, resemble
those of a hawk hovering and settling in the air to
veconnoitre the ground below ;o and the objeet of the
Eing Lird 15 no donbt something similar, viz, to look out
for |r:|.-:~'i!::_r inseets, either in the air, or amonr the
flowers aml Mossoms below him,  To fields of pasture
he often takes his stand, on the tops of the mullein, ond
other ranle weeds, near the eattle, and malies oceasional
swoeeps after passing insects, particulacly the larze black
malfly, so terrifying to horses aml eattle.  Iis eye
moves restlessly aroumd him, traces the flicht of an
insect for o moment or two, then that of n secomd, and
even a thivd, wntil he pereeives one to his liking, when,

with a shnll EWeep, he pursnes, seizes i, oo returns to j
the =ame spot again, to ook out for more,  This habit i
is 20 conspicnous when he iz watching the h;nl-,lli\'u_y {
that several intelligent farmers of my acquaintance are :
of apinion that he picks out only the drones, and never
injures the working bees. Be this as it may, he certainly |
i o preference to one bee, and one species of nsect, i
over another,  He hovers over the river, sometimes for
a consideralle time, darting after insects that frequent '

stch places, snatehing them from the surface of the
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water, and divivg about in the air like a swailow ; for
hie possesses at will great powers of wing,  Numbers
of them are frequently seen thus engaged, Tor honrs
togrether, over the rivers Delaware aud Schavlkill, in o
caalm lay, particnlacly towards evening, He bathes
bimsell’ by diving repeatedly iuto the water from the
everhanging branches of some tree, where he sits to drey
amil dress his plunsgse.

Whatever autipathy may prevail against him for
depredations on the drones, or, il you will, on the bees,
I com assure the coltivator, that this bird 15 greatly his
friend, in destroying multitudes of insects, whose larae
prey on the harvests of his ficlds, particularly his corn,
fruit trees, cocumbers, and pumpking,  These noxious
insects are the daily ool of this \uird; amd e destroys,
gpon & very moderate averaze, some hundreds of them
daily.  The death of m'ilr}r']cin-_,r birl is therefore an
actual loss to the farmer, by mubtiplying the unmbers of
destructive inseels, and encouraging the depredations
of crows, hiawks, and earlog, who aveid as much as
possible bis immediate vieinity,  For myselt, [ must
say, that the King bird possesses no common share of
my regard, T honowr this little bird for his extreme
affection for his voung ; for his contempt of danger, and
unexwmpled intrepidity ; for his meckness of behavionr
when there are no calls on his conrage, a guality which
even in the loman vace is justly considered so noble :

In preace there s nothing so beeomnes a wan
As modest =tillnaess amd lnomility ;
But when the blast of war, &,
but abiove all, I honour and esteem fhis bird for the
iillions of ruinous vermin which he rids us of ; whoze
depredations, in one season, bt for the services of this
and other friendly bivds, would far overbalanee all the
produce of the bee-hives in fifry,
As a friend to this persecuted bird, and an enemy to
i prejudices of every description, will the reader allow
me to set this matter in o somewhat cleaver light, by
presenting him with a short poctical epitome of the
ciog bied's history 7
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Far in the south, where vast Maragnon ilows,
Al Doamilless fuvests vnlonown wilids enelise

Vine-tanglol shores, wmd suffocating woisls,

Parehil \:g- with heat, or dwa’! with pouriog Qs
Whaere vach extreme alternately revaiks,

Avel Natare sial thwir ravages bowails ;

La ! Ligh in airy above thoese tricklss wistes,

With Spring’s return the Eing bind Lirler Tustes §
Cauats the fonel * anly from bis height, explores
Ls thuowsaml stremins, i+ Jong indented shaves,
Its plabng immense, wads opting oo the day,

(53 i.ﬂw: anl ashes, where featherd millions play 5
Al tempt mot how e ol gazmg Crom o high,
Corrumis’s reghmre wide below him e ;

Thete Bis wand'rings aml bis wish 1o roam,
There e his nateve woods, his fislds, Lis ko ;
Down, cirvcling, be desovnds, from azure hsigligs,
Al on a full-blewn sssafiras al 3

Fitvrned and silent, for o whibe e views

His ol frespuented Tounts, sl shoides rocluse,
Bees brotliers, comrades, oy bour arrive—
Hears, hamming round, the tenants of the live :
Love fires hie bteast § e wones, and soon is lilet;

Aod i the Wsoakng ocelurd bailds his pest,

Come now, ye eowards | ye wlom heav'n iisdaing,
Who hoast the happiest Tome— the vehest pilains §
On whans, perchanve, a wili, an infant's eye
Hang as their hoge, aml on your arm rely 3
Yet, when the lour of danger and dismay
Comies on that country, soenk in holes away,

Shrink from the penils ve were lowl o f,
A leave tlose babes aml countey ta s y
Come liere, (if sueh we bave, ) v dastand Lerd |
Anel Ineel 1 dnst before this nobibe lhrd.

Whan the speck’il = within his nest apyear,

Then glaws o, ardent ol sincere
Moo dbimeonl sours b when his wate he weets ;
But vach warm beart wirls motua] kindoess Lears,
For Tier repast by bears along the e
The btoate] gadily, and the balwy bee;
For lwr repese seours o'er th' adyacent farm,
Whener hawls might dart, or Licking fues alarm
For now abirosd a banl of mulfians prey,

he erow, the cucheo, nmd £y ]Juhii.mu. L

& I Mexieo
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Thesey in the owoer’s abzence, all de-troy,
Anid nnder every hope, aml every joy.
st =it hiis bivussd kate § Dwr puardian le,
Pereh'sl o the tup of soine tall aoghb'ving tree ;
Tlienee, Trom the thicket te the comave skies,
His watehifinl eve aronwd nwea=ing flivs.
Wrens, theushes, warlilers, starthal ot lis note,
Flg an afiright the cobsverated st
He drives the ploml'ring pras with honest ssorn,
Rack 10 hi= wisnls § (e mockor tao lis thorn
By rouml the cuckor, as the thiel retreats §
Artieks the crowe ; the diving sk defeats §
Dharts om thee eogple downwands from afsr,
Al "midst el clonds, prolong= the whirling war.
Al danser o'er, b hostens back clate,
Ta sward Lis prst, el fiwsil Beis Fauelafual moate,
Behobd B now, s litthe Gomly fown,
Meek, unnsuming, =ilent, and alom: ;
Lured Iy the well-known hum af fiv'rite bees,
As slow he hovers o'er the meden frees
{ For all lave fulings, passons, whims that lead ;
Same fav'rite wish, sonke nppetite to foild 3 )
Stralght be alights, and; frem e peear-tree, q:it-.-‘
The circling stream of Tomming insecty rise §
Belects T prey 3 dirtson the basy lrogd,
And shrilly twitters o'er his =av'ry food.
Ab! it trivmph ! it mote 1o thee,
That gumbes thy muorderer to the Lital tree ;
Sew where he skolks! and takes his gloomy stand;
The deepacharged musket hangiong in li= o
Al gaunt for Moo, he leans it on a rest,
Prepared, and puinted at thy saow-white breast.
Ab friend ! sod fricod ! fchear that barh'roas deal,
Against it valour, gomlacss, pity, bleel §
If e'er - family's pebels, o widow's wio,
Have reach'd thy <oul, in merey et him go !
Yet, should the tear of pity nought avail,
Let futereat speak, Wt gratitwde prevail ;
Kill not thy 1]'r||.-:|i|.. wha thy wlide harvest shields,
And sweeps ten thousznd vermin frim thy fichls
Think Tww tlis dauntless lard, thy ponltry's guard,
Dirove ov'ry hawk and cagle from thy yard
Warch'h round thy cattbe o= they fisl, and slow
The hangry black wing swarms that roomd them few ;
o sl return, sone little 'r|_q|,l resign,
And spare his life whise serviees ane thioe!
I pleard o vain!  Amadil the bursting roar,
The poor, list king bind, welters in his gore |
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This species s eight fuehes Tone, and fonricen in
extent s the general colour above i o dark slity nsh;
the hepd and 1ail are uearly black; the latter eren mt
thie 1."-l:||:|I abkil iitr! '-'-1!!\ '|'|'|I|I|-; rh.- L1 i.|1_-.- are more of o
Lirawnish vhst:  the I|iii|!\ add wang-coverts are also
eilaead with dull white; the upper part of the Lrcpst s
tinged with ash; the theoat, and all the gest of the
lower parts, nre pure wlite ; the plumage on the crown,
thowgh not forming a crest, is fre wently erected, and
discovers a rich hed of brilliant ovanee, or flamd o tlomnr,
elled by the country people Lis crown s when the
feathers lie close, this 35 altogether conecaled, The
Lill is very broad at the baze, overlaneinge at the point,
il wotehed, of 2 ;_:’Il:l:s:i_\" blaek eolour, and formished
with bristles at the lise § the ]|~!_:1. aml feet are black,
seamed with gray ; the eye, hazel,  The fomale dilleps
it !.li.'i-ﬂg_llhlrl:' Lirawnish on the W T pae t=, has a siiller
streak of paler orange on the crown, and o warrower
border of duller white on the til.  The voung birds do
not reeeive the orange on the head duriog their residence
hiere T}‘_H" lirst season,

Thiz lird i= very senerally known, from the Lakes 1o
Floride. Pesides insects, they feed, like every other
species of their tribe with whieh T am acquainted, on
various sorts of Lerries, pactieularly Wackbercies, of
which they are extremely fund,  Early in Sepiember
they I1".l¥'1'rP{‘H'IIN_H'I'.'HI.'I.;-'I.. o their Wy o the soutl,

r{ few days amo, 1 shot one of these birds, the whole
plumagre of which was mearly white, ora little inclininge
to a cremmn colonr; it was a bird of the present yoar,
and conld not he more than o wmanth old, This appeared
alsn to have been its oriminal colour, ag it izsed from
the ere. The shin was vellowish-white ; the oY, Imlrh‘Y"
lighter than wsnal; the legs and Bill, Blue, Tt was plump,
anil seemingly in wood order. I presented it to Mr
Peale.  Whatever may be the cause of this loss of
colour, i° 1 may so call it, in birds, it is by no means
nneommon among the various teibes that inhalit the
United States.  The sparvow bawk, sparrow, robin, l
red-winged blackbird, aud many others, are occasiopally




GREAT CRESTED FLYCATCIER, 5

found in white plumage ; and T beliove that such Lirds
do not beeome so by climate, are, or disease, bnt that
Thll-}' are illli.n,-ql[‘-.ll!_l,- Biatoliod so.  ‘The sl l,]wm.mpml
are observable not only smone various sorts of animals,

ot even among the buman race 3 and a white neErG is
oo loss commaon, in proportion to their numbers, than a
white blackbied ; thougl the precise cause of this in
either 15 bat litle understood,

Td MUSCICAPS CRINITA, LINS LS A¥D WILSON,

K

AT CRETED FLYCATCIEL.

WILSON, FL, XIIE. FiG. 1.

uE bird now before us is less gemerally known than
Pt he [rn‘u!'dili;", !1:-'i.:|!1__' 1-||in_-]]1.' confined 1o the wonids,
There his harsh sgweah, for he bos no zone, is ocea-
sionally heard above most others. e also visits the
archard ; is equally fond of bees ; hat wants the courage
el magpanimity of the king bird, He arrives
Pennsylvania early in May, and builds his nest in o
hollow tree, deserted by the bluebind or woodpecker,
The materials of which this is formed are seanty, and
rather novel.  One of these nests, now before me, is
formed of a little loose hay, feathers of the Guinea fowl,
hogs' bristles, pieces of cast sualie skins, and doss’ hair,
Snake skins with this bird appear to be an indispensabile
article, for I have never yer found one of his nests
without this material forming a part of i, Whether
he surrommids his mest with this by way of tervorem, to
prevent ether birds or animals from ntering ; or whe-
ther it be that he finds its silliy seftness suitable for his

rouner, is wneertain; the fact, however, is notorions.
The temale lavs Tour eces of a dull eream colour, |hi4-k!_|,r
geratelied with purple lines of various tints as if done
with a pen,

This species is eight inches and a half lowg, and thir-
teen imches in extent; the upper parts are of a dull
greenish olive ; the feathers on the 1||:.'\|_] are pointed,
centrid with dark Lrewn, ragged at the sides, and form
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a Kimd of blowey crest; the throat, and upper parts of
the breast, delieate nsh: rest of Uie lowor parts, o sulphar
yellow ; the wing-coverts are pale dreab, erossed with
twe bars of dull white; the primaries are of o brig
ferruginous, or soveel eolour ; the tail is » ehitly forked, y

its interior vanes of the same bright fermgsinous as the
primaries ; the bill s blackish, very wmoeh like that of
the ki bird, furnished also with bristles ; the eye iy
hazel; logs and feer, bluish black, The fewale can
searcely be distinguished, by its colowrs, from the male,
This bird also feeds on berries towards the end of
summer, particnfarly on huckle-lierries, wihich, during
the time they Last, seem to form the eliel sustenanee of
the young birds, T love observed this species hiere as
Late s the 10th of September ; vavely lter, They do
to my knowledge, winter in any of the southern States, *

Th, MUSCICAPd QUERNEL, WILSDR. — M. ACADICA, OMELEN.

AMALL GREEN CRESTED PLYCATCHER,
WILSON; PLATE XIIL ¥TG. 11L 'I

Tz Lied is bt little koown, Tt inlabits the deepest,
thick sluded, solitaey parts of the woods, sits sencrally
on the lower branches, utters, every halt mnoure or so,
a sudden sharp squeal, which is heard a considerable ¢
way throweh the wouds ; and, a< it ez from one (ree
to another, has a low quernlous note, somethine like ‘
the twitterings of chickeus nestling under the wines of
the hew.  Ow alighting, this sound ceases, and it utiors
its note as before. Tt arrives from the sonth about the
widdle of TIII.:_II-'; bailds oy tlie nJirer gille of a limh, jn i
a low swampy part of the wood<, and Favs five whiy
eprs, It leaves us about the beginninge of September,
It is i rare and very solitary bird, always haunting the
most glosmy, moist, and unlregquented parts of the forest,
It foeds m fvene 'ill'-l"l!1-. devonrs wies, and, i the
geasan of hockle-lerries, they form the chief part of
s fopd. Iix northern migrations extend as far as |
Newfoundland,




PEWIT FLYCATCIIER. Gl

The length of this species is Gve inches and a balf;
breadth, wive inelies; the upper parts are of a green
olive eolonr, the lower, pale greenish yellow, doarkest
on the Breast 3 the w ill_'_"- are ||-'1'p lirown, ero=seid with
wo Lirs ol _'.I']IIII'I.'I-;.-\-.II white, and a ring of the spme
urrontids the e, W lieh is hazel.  The tail is rounded
at the end; the bill is remarkably Mt and bread, dark
brown sabove, amd flesh colour below ;3 lees and feet, ||i|||_'
ash,  The female ditfers lintle from the male in colour.

Tl. MUSCICAPd XCXCIOLA, WILSOX, —3. FUSCA, CMELIN.
FEWIT FLYCATCIER.

Tuis well-known bird 12 one of our earliest spring
ints, arriving in Penpsylvania about the st week
a March, and continuing with us until Oetober. 1
have zeen them here as late as the 12th of November,
Ln the month of February, Tovertook these bivds linger-
i in the low swampy woods of Korth awnd South
Carolina.  They were fecding on smilax herries, and
chanting, |r|'n.'.|-.'i|:||..|!:. . their -Itl.ril:ll- notes, The favou-
rite resort of its bivd is |J_'|' strepms of wilter, nnder or
near brideos, in caves, &e.  Near such ]I].h'i"'\ he sits on
a projecting twiy, calling out, pe-wee, pe-wittitee pe-
twee, lor a whole morning ; 1|.||'ri||;: after insects, and
returning to the sume twig; frequently flicting his tail,
like the wastml, though not so Fapidly,  He begins to
Build about the 206h or 25th of Mareh, on some project-
inar part under a bridae, inoa cave, inan open well, five
or s1x feet down amons the interstices of the side
wills, often nuder a shed, in the low eaves of o cottage,
ﬂﬂl sich Fike places.  The ontsitde is composed of |
ixed with s, 1% gq'm'l.lu:{ l:|Fu‘l,' anul :\Hli.li‘ and lined
with tlax and Lorse hair.  The ers are fives, Jreari
white, with two or three dots of red near the great eud,
I have known them rear three brood in one season.
In a particular part of Mr Bartram'’s woods, with
which [ am acquuinted, by the side of a swall stream,
is a cave, five or six feet high, formed by the under-
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. WOOD PEWEE FLYCATCUER, G

on every feather, with vellowish white, the litter forked,
and widening remarkably towards the end : bill, tormed
exactly like that of the king bird; whole lower parts,
a pale delicate vellow ; less and Bill, whelly black ; iris
el The female s almost exactly like the male,
eept in having the crest somewliat more Lrown,
This species fubabits from Cooada 1o Florida; sreat
nunshers af them wsually winter ing in the twoe Caro-
linas and Georsia,  In New Yark, they are ealled the
plieby Bird, sud are accused of destraying bees,  With
many peeple in the country, the arnival of the prewes
serves = a sort of almanack, remindiog them that
now it is time such and such work shonld be done,
“Whenever the pewit appears,™ says Mr Bavtram, * we
ey pliat peas and beans in the open gronnds, Froneh

vans, =ow radishes, onions, and almaost every lind of
eseident rarden seeds, without fear or danmer from
frosts; for, althoush we have sometimes frosts after
thetr first appesrance for a night or two, yel not so

severe 48 to ujure the young plants.”

¥

To. MUSCICAPE NAFAX, W ILEOM, — M. VIREXE, LI¥N.FUS,
Wl PEWEL FLYCATCHER.

I ave siven the name of wood pewds to this species,
to discriminate it from the prrecediggr, which it resem-
Lles s mweli in forn and plumage a8 scaveely 1o be
distingruishoed From i, T ||:r @ acenrate eximination
of both,  Yet in munners, mode of bailiding, period ol
vition, and wotes, the two species dilfer sretly,
The pewée is amone the st Livds that visit us in

wingr, frequenting erecks, uilding in caves, wnd under
rches of b e e wood e, the _-|||._ir--|-1 ol our
|l':l'l"l'lll HESR U] 1% HAUTTT P 1l |..:'|1--1 1’|F LT PR TR
birds, seldom arriving before the 19th or 15th of May ;
frequenting the shudiest hierh timbered waoirds, wliere
there s little underw oo, and abundanee of dead tw ;:__[-.'

Travels, | ==



AMERICAY REDSTART. G

T MUFCITAPA RUTICILESy LINHEUS AND WILSON,

AMERICAN LEDSTART.

WILSEON, PLATEVE P, VL—ABULT MALF==DTMXEURGHE COLLEOR SIS

Tuoven this bird has Leen classed h:r several of our
most respectable ornithologists among the warblers, yet
in no species e the characteristics of the EETHTE
msctoapn more decisively marked 3 and, in fuct, it is
one of the most expert flyeatchers of its tribe, It s
almost perpetually in motion ; and will pursne aretreating
party of iflics from the tops of the tallest trecy, in an
almost perpendicular, but zigaar divection, to the
eround, while the clicking of itz bill is distinetly heard ;
and [ doubt not but it often secures ten or twelve of
these in a descent of three or four seconds. It then
alizhts on an adjeining branch, traverses it longthwise
for a few moments, flicting its expanded tail from side
to side, and suddenly shoots off, in a direction guite
uncexpected, after fresh gome, which it can discover at
a rreat distance,  Iis notes, or twitier, thougli animated
and sprightly, are not deserving the name of sone;
gometimes they are weese, wedse, wecse, repeated every
quarter of o minute, a5 it skips among the branches ;
at other times this twitter varies to several other cliants,
which I can instantly distinguish the woods, but
cannot find words to imitate.  The interior of the
torest, the horders of swamps and meadows, deep zlens
covered with wood, and wherever flying inscets abound,
there this hittle bard 15 sure to be seen, It makes itz
appearance in Penosylvania, from the south, late in
April; and leaves us again about the besinning of
T September. 1t is very gencrally found over the whole
' United States ; and has been taken at sea, in the fall, on
its way to 5t Domingo,® and other of the West Iudia
islands, where it winters,4 along with many more of
our summer visitants, It i also found in Jampica,
l where it remains all winter,
* Edwarla. + Kloane.
VOL. 1. (H a




G MUSCICAPA RUTICILLA.

The vame of redsturt, evidently derived from the
Gormin vothsterts, (red tail,) has beew given this bipd
from = supposed resemblance to the redstact of Europe
(motacille phoentenrns); but besides being decisively
of i ilillerent menng, it s very different both in size o
in the tints and disposition of the colours of its plumage.
Datlsen grots even so far ns o 1]||_|-.-liu1| whether the’
ditferences between the two be more than what masht
naturally be expected from change of elimate,  This
eternal reference of every animal of the New World 1o
that of the O, if adepted to the extent of this writer,
with all the transmutations it is supposed to have pro-
daced, would leave ws in doubt whether even the
kate-dids # of America were not originally vigltingales
of the O] Warld, l.].i'gl_'uur.]tq-r] |LJ." thae i1|f1'rjuri!}' of the
food and climate of this upstart continent.  We ha
in America many different species of birds that approach
g0 near in resemilldance to one asother, as oot to be
distinruished Lut by the eye of a naturalist, and on a
close comparison ; these live in the same climate, feed
on the sune food, and are, I doulit not, the same now
s l1||_-:,' were five thowsand years ago; and, ten thonsand
yeurs henee, i the species then exist, will be found
marked with the same nice discriminations as at present,
Is it therefore surprising, that two different specics,
placed in different quarters of the world, should have
certain near resemblanees to one another, witheut being
bastards, or degenerated descendunts, the one of the
ather, when the whole chain of created beings seem
united to each other by such amazing sradations, that
bespeals, not random chance and accidental degeneracy,
Lut the magnificent design of an incamprehensibly
wise and omupipotent Creator ¥ g

The American redstart builds  frequently in Il'mr?
Lushes, or on the drooping branches of the elm, within
a few feet of the grouwd, fastening ils nest o two
twizs s outwardly it is formed of flax, well wound
together, and moistened with its saliva, interspersed

b A speries of peyvllue, well known for it '|j'l.l.-'|}' chatier du:ing
i evenings aml :Liglh.h' of September and Octolser.



AMERICAN NEDSTART. G7

bere awd there with picees of Tehen, and lined with a
cery soft dow iy sibstanee,  The fenale lays five white
ers, sprinkled with gray, and specks of Mackish, The
wale s extremely auxions lor its preservation ; and, on
i FH'!‘:-!IIIL\. LIEFH‘I'IHLL'1I.III:' I:lul |:|ni:1|'|'1 W “I Hil'l q'.i.'lrl.ll n il |Ii]]
a4 few :'m-r, EeE e 1T AT ::'l'.ll,l._'f 1!i'|-||'l,-'_h1"ll..

The length of this species is live inches, extent, six
and a quarter  the general colowr above is black, which
covers the whole head and necli, and spreads on the
upper part of the breast in a vopoding form ; where, as
well ax om the head and necls, it s glossed with steel
Ilue ; sides of the breast below this, black, the iuside
of the wings, and upper half of the wing quills, are of

a fine aurora colour ; bot the greater anld lisser coverts
of the wings, beine blnck, conceal this; and the orange,
or anrora colour, appears ouly as a broad transverse
Iand seross the wings ; from thence to the tip, they are
brownish; the four middle feathers of the il are
Black, the other eight of the same aurora colour, sl
Ilnck towards the tips; ]n:l.l_'.‘ and vent, white, =li:_’1lli_'f'
streaked with pale ovange § legs, black ; bill, of the rae
museicape form, triangular at the base, besed with long
bristles, and notched near the point; the female has
not the rich anrorn band across the wing ; her baek
amd crown are cinereous, imelining to olive 3 the white
Lelow is not so pure; lateral femthers of the tail and
sides of the breast, :_rl'rr'ni_\h :.'1-“1”'-' s madidle tail feathers,
disliv brown., The Vi males ol a year wld are almost
exactly like the I]']]i.‘[h‘r.||I|!1'|'I'JHI_'_" in these particolars,
that they have a yvellow kond acress the wings which
the female has not, and the back is more tinged with
Lrown 3 the Tateral tail feathers, are also yellow ; mididle
“gnes, brownish black ; inside of the wings, vellow, Om
the third season, they receive Iiill'ir complete colowrs ;
and, as males of the second year, in nearly the dress of
the female, are often seen in the woods, having the
aame notes as the full ]l]IHIL'lEt'II matle, it has gi.':'qlu
oecaston te some 1w|rl||.|- iy e, that the females sl
as well s the males ; and others bave talen them for
another ﬁ'lH."l.'iL'b.- The fact, however, is as I have stated




6B MUSCICAPA NMUTICILLA.

it.  This bird is too little known by people in general
to have auy provineial name.

Bk, NESCICAPA RUTICIALL, = NERSTANLT,

WILESS, FLATE XL%. WG, I == YOUNG Si86.

Toe male of this species has just been deseribed ;
the present is the youne bird as be appears for the frst
two seasons : the female differs very little fromeit, and
chieily in the green olive being more inclined to ash,

This is oue of our summer bivds, and, from the cir-
cumstanee of being found off Hispaniols in November,
is supposed to winter in the ih].‘lmll.-\ They leave Penn-
srlvania about the 20th of September ; are dexterons
fiyeatchers, though ranked by European naturaliz
among the warblers, having the Lill notched and bese
with long biristles.

In its present dress the redstart males its appearance
in Pennsylvania about the middle or 20th of April ;
and, from being heard chantivg its fow sprightly notes,
has been supposed by some of onr own naturalists to
be o different species. 1 have, however, found both

arents of the sume nest in the same dress nearly ; the
emale, eres and west, as well as the notes of the male,
agreeing exactly with those of the redstart ; evidenee
sulficiently satisfaclory to me.

Head above, dull .s'lllnh-; throat, pale lmff; sides of
thie breast and four exterior tail feathers, fine yellow,
tipt with dark brown; wings and back, greenish olive;
tail-coverts, blaekish, tipt with ash; belly, dull white;
no white or vellow on the wings; legs, dirty purplish
brown ; Lill, black. o T

The redstart extends very generally over the [?nitudr
States; having mysell seen it on the borders of Canada,
and also in the Mississippi territory. :

This specics has the constant habit of flirting its
expanded tail from side to side, as it runs along the |

branches, with its head levelled almost inoa line with
its body ; ocensionally shooting off after winged insects,




YELLOW-EREASTED ClLAT. &9

in a downward wig-zar diroction, and, with admirable
dexterity, suapping its bill as it deseends,  Its notes
are few and feelle, repeated at short intervals, ax it

arts amony the foliage ; havine at some times o PeSe-
Hanece to the soumls #ie, sie, sdic; at others of WECEY,
weesh, weesy ; which last seems to be its eall for the
female, while the former appeirs to be its most common
nare,

GEXUS XVIL—JeTERLY, Vicwe.
8l ferexri TIRIDES, BONAVARTE. — FIPRA POL FGEATEL, WILL,

VELLOW=1EE A STED CIEAT,

WILSON, FLATE Yi. Fic, 10

Twis isa very singular bird. Tu its voice and AN ErE,
and the habit it has of keeping concealed, while shifting
and voeiferating around you, it differs from most ather
birds with which I am acquainted, and has consideralle
elaims to originality of character. It arrives iy Penu-
sylvania about the first week in May, and returns to
the seuth agzain as soon as its young are able for the

Journey, which is usually about the middle of Angrust ;

its term of residence horo being searcely four months,

The males generally arrive several days lefore the

females, a cirenmstance common with many other of

our hirds of passage,

When he has once taken up his residence in a favourite
situation, which is almaost always in elose thickets of
hazel, brambles, vines, and thick uniderwood, lie becomes
very jealous of his possessions, and seems offonded ot

g 'ﬂe least intrusion ; scolding CVETY MISSCHrer 08 RoOn

they come within view, in o rreat variety of odd and
uncouth monosyllables, which it is difieult to deseribe,
but which may be readily imitated, so s to deceive the
bird himself, and draw him after you for half a fitarter
of a mile at a time, a5 [ have sometimes ammsed myself

. in doing, and frequently without onee secing him, ™ On

these occasions, his responses are constant and rapid,

strongly expressive of anger and anxiety; and while




i [CTERIA VIRIDIS.

the Wied itsell remains unseen, the voice shifts rom
place to plane, oo the bushes, asif it ]11-m-r-1t|]m|. from
a spirit,  First is hewrd 2 rpepetition of short potes
resembling the whistling of the wings of i duck or teal,
beginming bomd and vapid, sl falling lower and slower,
il they end in detiehed notes; then o succession of
others, something like the barking of young puppics, is
followed by a variety of lollow, guttural sounds, ench
chalit o ten tines repeated, more like s lrn-f‘rmliug
from the throat of a quadeaped thon that of a briwd
which are suceceded by others not uplike the mewing
of a cat, but considerabily hoarser, Al hose are uitered
with wreat velivmenee, in such different keys, sl with
such 'Iu-culi;n' madulations of voiee, a5 sotnelimes (o
seem at a considerable distanee, awd instantly as il just
beside vou; now on this hand, now on that 3 =0 that,
Fromi these maneuyres of ventriloquism, you are utterly
at o loss to ascerfain from what partieular :-ltml or
quarter they proceed. I the weather Lo wild and

with L'liﬁtl' moonlicht, he continues gabbling in
same steanee dinleet, with very little T EETEEST,
the whole niglit, as if dispating w ith his own
ech bt probably with a desien of inviting the
passing females to his vetreat 3 for, when the season i8
farther advanced, they are seldom heard during the
uirht,

About the midille of May they begin to huilil, Their
west is wsually fixed in the wpper ot ol s Teamble Dosly,
i an almnst i1::||||-:wlnlh|!u' thiacket 3 smetines in a thick [
vine or sl eedar; seldom more than four or e feel
from the gronnd, Tt is composed out warlly of dry
leaves, within these are loid thin strips of the Lk oy
wrape-vines, amd the inside is lined with Librous root
of plants, and fine dry grass. The female lays fonr exgrs,
stightly flesh-colowred, and speckled all over with spots
of brown or dullred.  The voune are hatched in
twelve days; and make their first exenvsion from the
nest about the second weel in June. A fricnd of mine,
an amatenr in eanary birds, ploced one of ihe ehat’s
emrs under a hen canary, who brought it ont; but it

v
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died on the second diy 3 though she was so solicitous
to feed omd preservo i, that her own eges, which
reqquired 1wo days more sitting, were lost through her
abtention to this, '
While the female of the chat is sitting, the eries of
the wale are still more lowd ol ineessant. When onee
aware that von have seen hin, he is less solicitous fo
conceal himsell; sl will sometimes meunt up into the
air, abmget perpendiculicly, to the height of thirty or forty
feet, with his leas hanginer 3 deseending ax he rose, by
ru'lrl':lh'-ﬁ 'il.']".-i.'-, as il 1Ii'r:]||}' i |r;m-|l, or, s 15 ¥ Ill',.".ﬂ'i_].'
gand, # daneinr mond.” AN this neise and gesticulation
we mnst attribute to his extreme affection for his mate
and voung s aml when we consider the great distance
phich in all probubility he vomes, the lew young
rolieed at a time, and 1hat seldem more than once in
the season, we van see the wisdom of Providenee very
manifestly in the ardency of bis passions.  Mr Cateshy
seems to have [rst Goneed the yellow-breasted chat ;
and the singolarity of its manners has not escaped hin,
After repeated attempts 1o shoot one of tliem, e found
bimself eompletely bafled ; amd was obliged, as he
himself informs us, to employ an Indian for tlat pur-
I“Hrl' who did not suecced without exercisine a1l his
wrennity,  Cateshy alzo obsorved its dancing manen-
vres, il _-.ulp[ruwl] that it always flew with its legs
extended ; but it is euly in these paroxysms of rage
anid anxiety that this is done, as 1 bave partienlady
ol=erved,

The foad of these binds consists ehielly of large Llack
beetles, and other shelled insects; | have also found
& whertleberries frequently in their stomach, in rreat

T guantitics, as well as ey eral othersorts of berries. They
are vory mumerons in the neighbonrhood of Plaladelphis,
particularly on the hovders of rivalets, and other watery
situntions, in hedwes, thickets, &e. but are seldom secn
in the forest, even where there 1= underwood, ‘-.'Uf'-'-'\-ll_'!'
indecd asserts, that they are only found on the lanks
of larwe rivers, two or three hundred wiles from the
sea 3 but, thoush this may be the case in Sonth Caroling,
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vet in Marylonl and New Jersey, and also in New
York, 1 have met with these birds within two hours®
wallke of the =ea, and in some places within less than o
mile of the shore. I have not been able to trace hir
to any of the West Tndin islands ; though they certiinly
retire to Mexico, Guinna, amd Brazil, havine myself
seen skins of these birds in the possession of 2 French
gentleman, which were brought from the two latter
countries, .

European natuealists have differed very much in
classing this bird. That the judicious Mr Pennant,
Gumeling and aven Dr Latham, however, shonld have
artanged it with the flycatehers, is certainly very
extraordinary ; as neither in the particular structure
of its bill, tonzue, foet, nor in its food or manpers
has it any afinity whatever to that gonus, Some
other ornithologists have removed it to the tanagrers
but the bill of the chat when compared with that of
the summer ved Lird, bespeaks it at once to he of
a different tribe, Besides, the tanagers seldom Iy
more than two or three eges; the chat usually four's
the former Luild on trees: the laiter in low t ckets,
In short, though this bird will not exactly correspond
with any known genus, vet the form of its hill, its food,
and many of its habits, wonld almost Justify us in
classing it with the genus pipra HM.-m:lk'm},, to which
family it scems most nearly related,

The yellow-breasted chaat is soven inches long, and
mine inchies in extent; the whole upper parts are of a
rich and deep alive precn, except the tips of the wings,
and interior vanes of the wing and 1ail feathers, which
are dusky broven ; the whale throat and breast is of o
most brilliznt vellow, which also lines the inside of the
winirs, anil sproads on the sides imnwrli:[l:-l}- below ; the
belly and vent are white ; the fromt, slute coloured, or
dull cinereons : lores, black i from the nosteil, o line of
white extends to the upper part of the eye, which it
nearly encireles ; another spot of white is placed at the
base of the lower mandible, the Lill is strong, slizhtly
curved, sharply ridged on the top, compressed, oyver-

o T R T
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hangine o little at the tip, not notched, plli:lh:l]. and
altogether black 3 the tongoe is tapering, more leshy
than those of the mescicapa tribe, aml a little lacerated
the tip; the nostril i= oval, and b covered with
an arching membrane 3 legs and feet, light bloe, hind
claw rather the strongest, the two exterior toes united
to the seeond joint,

The female may be distinguished from the male by
the black and white adjoining the eye being less intense
or pure than in the wale ; and in having the inside of
the mouth of a dirty flesh colour, which, in the male,
is Black; in other respects, their plumage is nearly
alike,

AEXUS XVIIL = I'IREQ, Vicne
Y, FIERO PEAFIFRONS, VIEILL.—XNUSCICATd SYLFICOLA, WILS,
VELLOW=THROATED CHAT.

WILEEY, PLATE VL FiG. 11, — EDIXDURGH COLLEGE MUSEUN,.

Tuts sumnier species is found chicfly in the woods,
hunting among the high branches ; and has an indalent
and plaintive note, which it repeats with some lirtle
yariation, every ten or twelve seconds, like precd,
preed, &e. It is often heard in company with the
red-eyed fiyveatcher (muscieapa alivacea,) or whip-tom-
kelly of Jamaica ; the loud encrgetic notes of the
latter, mingling with the soft languid warble of the
former, producing an agreeable eifect, ]p:u'limﬂ::rly
during the burning heat of noon, when almost every

Y other songster lut these two is silent. Those who
" loiter through the shades of our magnificent forests at
that hour, will easily recognize both species. It arrives
from the south early in May ; and returns again with
its young about the middle of September,  1ts nest,
which is sometimes fixed on the upper side of a limb,
sometimes on a horizontal beanch among the twigs,
generally on a tree, is composed ontwardly of thin
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strips of the hark of srape vines, moss, lichen, &e, and
Liwed with fiie Giliees of suel like silstanees § the e,
usially fonee, are whine, tiialy dotted with black, chiefly
neat the great end. Winged insects are s principl
JII'“‘i.,

Whetlher this gpecies hias been deseribed before or
not, T st leave to the sasacity of (e reader, wlho has
the opportunity of examining European works of this
ki, to discover,® | have met with no descripgion in
Pennant, Bulfon, or Latham, that will prroperty apply T
to this bird, which way poerbaps Le owing toa the
umperfection of the aceount, rather than ionoranee of
the spevies, whichi is Ly iy ieams rare,

The vellow-thronted flveatehor is five inches and 2
Balf Tomer, and nine inches from tip to tip of the ey poranil e
wings ; the upper part of the head, sides of the neek
and the back, ave of a fine yellow olive ; throat, bre: t,
and line over the eye, which it nearly encircles, a deli-
cate lemon yellow, which, ina lighter tinge, lines the
wings 3 belly and vent, pirre silkey white ; lessoer wing-
eoverts, lower part of the back, and rump, a=h ; wings,
deep Lrown, almost blick, erossed with two w hite bars;
primaries, edged with hght ash, secondarics, with
wiite 3 tail, a litile forked, of the snme brownisl Llael
with the wings, the three extorior feathers el on
each vame with white; legs and elaws, light e s the
two exterior taes nnited to the middle one, as fir as the
5-~|-m:|1| I_'irrl-ﬂr; I'i“. |J|'l=-"ll:| it the l-.ls.l*., with three oy I'lll.l.r
slight bristlez, the upper mandible overhanging the
lower at the point, vear which it is de ply notehied ;
tomgue, thin, broad, tapering near the emd, anid Lsifidl 3
the eye, is of a dark lewel s and the w hole bill of o .
dusky light Wue. The femnle differs very little in r
cidonr from the male : the vellow on the breast, and
roundl the eye, is duller, and the white on the W iles
less puire.

* Bug Oramge-throated Warhler, Latmam, Syn, ii, 451, 100 |
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&Y, FIEE0 SOLITARINS, VITILL, — MUSTICAPD SOLITARLA, Wil

SOLITARY FLYCATOIINRR.
WILSON, FLATE XYIL i, W

Tui= rare s.|h.-r'|n--a I an find no where deseribed, 1
Liave mysell never seen more than theee of them, all
afwhom corresponded in their markinges 3 and, oo dissecs
tion, were fond to be wales. 1t j q silent, solitary bird,
1t is alsp occasionally found in the State of Georeia,
where 1 saw a dewing of it in the posscsdion of Mr
Abbot, who cousidered it 4 very s arce specics.  He
conld wive me no information of the fomale.  The
cresent one was shot in Mr Bartram’s womls, near
Thiladelphia, among the branches of dogwood, in the
month of Oetober, 1t appears (o keloner to a particnlar
family, or subdivision of the mpscicapn Eenis, HROIE
which are the white-eved, the yellow throated, and
eovoral others already deserilied in the presemt waork.
Why one species should be so rare, while another, much
resembling it, is so numerous, at least o theusand for
one, is a question 1 amn nnable to answer, nnless by
inpprn.ing the few we meet with here to b aceidenial
steawelers from the great Lienty, which may linve their
residence in some other parts of onr eX1ensive Con-
tinent,

The solitary flyeatcher is five inches Jong, and eight
inches in breadth ; eheeks, and upper part of the liead
and neele, a fine bluish gray ; breast, pale einereons ;
flanks and sides of the breast, yellow ; whole back and
= ﬁi;i].q-nw-ﬂ‘l ereen olive; wings, wearty ek ; the

anil gecond row of coverls, tipt with white; the
sopondaries next the hody, edaed with pale yellowish
whites the rest of the quills barderad with lizht green g
tail, slightly forked, of the same 1int as the wings, and
edirnd W il light green; i the nostrils a line of
white proceeds to and encircles the eves lores, blaek ;
Ina“r‘ and vent, white upper mandibile, Llack ; lower,
light Mlue; legs and Feet, light Llue; eyes, hazel.




i VIRED GILYUS.

B PIRED GILYUS, NONAY VATE, — Arits0fcd Py MELODT 4, WILSON.
WARBLING FLYCATCHER.

WILS0N, PLATE XLIL M. 1L

This sweet little warbler is for the first time des-
cribed, Tu its weneral apprarance it rescmbles the red-
eyed ycateher ; hat, on a elose comparison, ditfrs from
that bird in many particulars. [t arrives in Pennzyl-
vania about the middle of April, and inhabits the thick
foliare of orchards and high trees; its voice is solt,
tender, and soothing, and its notes flow in an eas
coutinued strain that is extremely pleasing, It is
often heard among the weeping willows and Lombard
poplies of this city ; is rarely observed in the woods y
but serms partienlarly attached to the society of man,
It sleans among the leaves, oceasionally dirting after
winged insects, and searching for caterpillars ; and
seems by its manners to partake consideralily of the
nature of the genus syfoie. 1t is late in departing, and
I hitve frequently leard its notes among the fading
leaves of the paplar in October,

This little bird may be distinguished from all the
rest of our sonssters by the soft, tender, easy flow of
its notes, while hid among the foliage.  In these there
iz nothing harsh, sudden, or em thatical ;. they glide
along in a kind of meandering steain, that is peonliarly
its owi.  In May and June it may be generally heard
in the orchards, the borders of the eity, and around
the farm honse, :

This species is five inches and a half lomg, and eight
inches and o half in extent ; bill, doll lead colour above,
and notched pear the point, lower, a pale flesh colour 3
eye, dark hazel ; line over the eye, and whole lower
parts, white, the latter tinged with very pale rreenish
yellow near the breast ; upper parts, a pale green olive;
wings, Lrown, broadly edzed with pale olive sreen;
tail, slightly forked, edeed with olive; the leas and
feet, pale lead; the head inelines a little to ash; no

M—-—




* RED-EYED FLYCATCHER. )

white on the wings or tail.  Male and female nearly

alike,

i, FIRED DLIFACEDS, BONAPARTE. — WUSCHCAPd OLIVACE S,
WiLsON.

LEP=-ETLD VEVUCATCHEL,

WILSEN, PLATE TIL. Fiu. 0T

Tuis'is a numerons species, thoush confined chiefly
tiv the woods and forests, and, like all the rest of its
tribe that visit Pennsylvania, is a bird of passage, It
arrives here late in April; has a lond, lively, and ener-
retic song, which it continues, az it hunts among the
thick foliare, sometimes for an hour with little inter-
Tias In the months of May, June, and to the
tiiddle of July, it is the most distinguishalle of all the
other warblers of the forest; and even in August, long
after the rest have almost all become mute, the notes
of the red-eyed flycatcher are Frequently heard with
unabated spirit. hese notes are in short, emphatical
bars, of two, theee, or four syllables. Tn Jamaien, where
this bird winters, and is probably alse resident, it is
called, as Sloane informs us, whip-tom-kelly, from
an imagined resemblance of itz notes to these words,
And, indeed, on attentively listening for some tfime to
this bird in his full ardour of song, it requires bt Little
of imagination to faney that you hear it pronounce
these words, “ tom kelly, whip-tom-kelly I"* very
distinctly, It inhalits from Georsin to the river St
Lawrence, leaving Pennsylvania about the middle of
september,
-“ hiis bird Luilds, in the month of May, a small, near,
pensile nest, generally suspended between two twigs of
a young dogwood or other small sapling. It is hung
Ly the two wpper edges, seldom ot a greater beizht
than four or five feet from the ground. It is formed
of pieces of hornets' nests, some flax, fragments of
withered leaves, slips of vine bark, bits of paper, all
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alued together with the saliva of the bied, and the silk
of 1‘:|.I-|'l'||ii|.|.|'<1 win fs Lo D VUry eomipact ; the inside ig
linead with line slips of grape vine baels, fibrous grass,
andd semetinees hair,  These nests are so durable, that
I have often known them to resist the action of 1
weathor for oo vear 3 aml, in one instanee, 1 Boave fonng
the west of the yellow Lind built in the cavity of one
of those of the |;1'|'1'1'||i||l; year, The mice VEry often
taloe |||,u-_n'-jin|| of them afler ﬂ]l"}' are abandoned Jlllu' the
owners, Tl eeus are fonr, sometimes five, pube white, |
except near the geeat ewd, wheve they are marked with
a fow snall dots of dark brown or reddish,  They rene-
vally raise two brood in the seasou,

The redaeyed flycatcher is one of the adepted nurses
of the cow binl, sl a very favourite one, shewing all
the symptoms of affection for the foundling, aud
muech solicitude for its safety, as if it were its own, ‘A
particular account of the history of that singular bird
bas already been miveu,

Before [ talke leave of this bird, it may not be amiss
to obsorve that there is another, and a rather less
species of ilycatcher, somewhat resembling the red-eyed,
which is frequently fonnd in its company. It eyes are
hazel ; its back more cinercons than the other, and it
has a single light streak over the eye.  The notes of
this ivd are low, somewhat plaintive, but warbled out
with ereat sweetness; and form a striking contrast
with those of the red-eyed lyeatcher, 1 thank it pro-
bable that Dr Barton luud reference to thiz bivd when he
made the following remarks, (zee his Framments of the
Natural History off Pennsyleania, page 19) 0—* Mus-
cicapa oliveced.— L do not think with Mre Pennant
that this is the same bird as the whip-tom-kelly of ting
Waost Indies,  Oure bird has no such note; bt a gres
variety of soft, tewder, and agreeable notes. It inhabits
forests 3 aml does not, like the West India bird, build
pendalous nest,”  Had the learned professor, however,
examined into this matter with his usual aecuracy, he
would have found, that the meseicepe olivaces, anld
the soft aud temder songster he meutions, are two very
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distinet S ies ;o and that both the ene and the other
actually build very corions pendulous nests,

This species is ive incles aond a ball lows, and seven
inches o exteat 3 crown, dash, shelitly tnred with
Niwe, bordered on each side with a line of Ll k, liclow
which 15 o line of white r-ili:_; from 1he nostral over
apd u little beyond the oyve; the Wl iz longer than
usteal with bivds of its tribe, the apper mndible over-
hauging the lower considerably, and notched, dusky
above, and light Wae below ; all the rest of the plom
above is of a yellow olive, relieved on the tail and at
the 1i;.~.x of the wings with brovwn ; chin, throat, breast,
amd belly, pure white; inside of the wings and vent
feathers, greenish yvellow; the tail s very slightly
forkeil ; legs and fect, light blue; iris of the eye, red.
tie Temiale s marked nearly in the same manwer, and
id distingmishable only by the greater obscovity of the
colours,

Bh. FIRRO NOFER TRENSIE, DOMATANTE. = NUSCIC4Ard

NTATRIY, WILSON,

WINTE=-EYED FLYCATCIIER.

WELsON,; FLATIC V100 FRE. ¥

Tuis is another of the cow bird's adopted nurses; a
lively, active, and sociable little bird, pessessing &
strongr voice ler its size, and a great vaviety of notes;
amd singing, with little futermission, from its first
arrival, albout the middle of April, to a little before its
departare in September.  Gn the 25th of February,
1 heard this Bied in the southern parts of the State of

.“.%L-llr:_riit, in considerable wumbers, singing with sreat
vivacity,  They lud only arvived a few days betore,
Its arrival in Peonsylvawia, after an interval of seven
weeks, is a proof that vur bivds of passage, particular]
the smaller .\]H‘ri{‘}’ do not T||'r-r,rr;|.11~ [ et from south
to north; but progress daily, Keeping compauy, as
it were, with the advavees of spring. It has been
observed in the neighbonrhood of Savannah so late as
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the middle of November; and probablly wioters in
,-Tﬁrxi.'u 1|,|.|:ri the West Indies. :

This bird builds 0 very neat little nest, often in the
figure of an inverted cone; it is suspended by the
upper edee of the two sides, on the circular bend off-a

rigkly vine,—a species of smilax that sencrally grow
in low thickets. Outwardly, it is constracted of varion
Lirht materialz, bits of rotten wood, filres of dry stalks
of woels, |:if-m-.v: of paper, commonly pewspapers, an
article almost alvays found about its nest, so that some
of my friends have given it the name of the pofitician;
all these substances are interwoven with the silk of
eaterpillars, and the inside is lined with fine dry grass
and hair.  The female lays five ezgs, pure white,
marked near the sreat end with a very few small dots
of deep black or purple.  They generally raise i
Lirood in a season. Tih'}' soem partionlarly atfached €o
thiclets of this species of smilax, and make a great
ado when any one comes near their nest ; :l.|;!11m:l-|'1|ir| r
swithin a few feet, looking down, and scolding with
great vehemence, Tn Peansylvania they are a numerous
hl'!lf'l.'"""-.

The white-oyed flyeatcher is five inches and a quarter
loner, and seven in extent; the upper parisare a fine
yellow olive, those below, white, exeept the sides of
ihe breast, and under the wings, which are yellow ;
line round the eye, and spot near the nostril, also rich
yellow; wings, deep dusky black, edred with olive
rreeen, and crossed with two bars of pale yellow ; tail,
forked, brownish black, edgred with green olive 3 bill,
Il-':*p and feat, light bloe; the sidles of the neck incline
to o grevish ash.  The female and voung of the first
season are searcely distinguishable in plumage from
the male, $




AMERICAX DUTCHER miRnD, 81

GENIS XIX, = LINILE, Lixsies

57 LAXNICF RXCUHITOH, WILSDN. — LINTUS BORFLERS, VIEILL,
AMERICAN sIENIRK, 08 NMUCTCMER BLD,

WL, PLATE V. Fed, 1 = L IRL NI

ULLEGY MUsELN

Tue form and conntenance of (his bird bespeak him
full of conrase gl cnerey 3 aml hiz tewe charncter does
not belie bis appearanee, Tor le I
in a very erinent i P,

This species is by no means numerons in the lower
parts of I‘u'llil.-\-:l.]l-l.ﬂl:t: thongh most s during the
mouths of November, Dogember, amd March, Soon
after this, it retives to the north, and te the higher
pland parts of the countey to breed, It frequents the

pest forests ; builds a lirce and compact uest in the
upright fork of a small tree; compozed ontwardly of
dry rrass, und whitish moss, and wan mly lined within
with feathers. The female lays six eogs, of a pale
cinereous colonr, thickly marked at the sveater end
with spots and streaks of rufons,  She sits fifteen days.
The young are produced early in June, sometimes
towards the latter end of May ; and during the sreater
part of the first season are of a brown ferruginons
colour on 1he bacl.

When we compane the beal: of this species with his
lews and elaws, 1|II':|' appear to 1:ll.'|1'_r1l_l_5 le two very
ditferent orders of birds ; the former approaching in its
eonformation to that of the aceipitrine § the latter to
those of the pics; and, indeed, in iz food and manners
be iz assimilated fo lhioth, For 1_||u||g']| i hins arraneed

gnd subdivided this numerons cliss of animals into
\‘:ﬁrl-'ll‘i.l.h' tribes anld I'.|.I|n|:i'|i||‘.-i1 yor nalurs s woited these
1 m'l:r]l rr[!u:r l||Il|' stpeh niee '_[r.||'|:|.1§|1’|||1.| :'||'||! Ri¥ il!r'im:lh'l:l.',
that it is hardly possible to determine wheree one tribe
enils, or the succecding commences. We therefore find
several eminent naturalists elassing this genus of birds
with the accipitrine, others with the pies.  Like the

VOL. I1. F

rasrasis Liese qualities
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former, e proys occasionally on other birds ; and, like
the latter, on insects, particularly grasshoppers, which
1 Lelieve to be his principal food; having at almost all
times, even in winter, found them in his stomach.  In
the month of December, and while the conntry was
decply covered with suow, I shot one of these birds near
the hiead witers of the Mobawlk river, in the State of
New York, the stomach of which was entively filled
with large lack spiders. He was of a much purer
white, above, than any L have since met with ; thongh
evidently of the same species with the present; anl 1
think it probable that the males become lighter coloured
as they advance in age, till the minute transverse lines
of brown on the lower parts almost disappear,

In his mavmers he has more resemblance to the pies
than to birds of prey, particularly in the habit g
carrying off his surplus food, as if to Loard it fo
future exigencies; with this diffcrence, that crows,
javs, mugpies, &o. conceal theirs at random, in holes
and erevices, where, perhaps, it is forgotten, or never
aerain found ; while the buteher-lid sticks lis on thorns
and bushez, where it shrivels in the sun, and soon
becomes equally useless to the hoarder.  Both retain
the same habits in o state of confinement, whatever the
food may be that is ]1n'.rq1nt|.~rl to them.

This habit of the shrike of seizing and impaling
srasshoppers and other insects on thorns, has given
rize to an apinion, that be places these carcasses there
Ly way of baits, to allore small birds to them, while he
himsell lies in ambush to surprise and destroy them.
In this, however, they appear to allow him o greater
portion of reason and contrivance than he secms entitled
to, or than ather cirenmstances will altogethier warring jge
for we find, that he not only serves grasshoppers in li:ir
manner, hut even small birds themselves, as those have
assured me who have kept them in eages in this country,
and amunsed themszelves with their maneoyees,  IF s0,
wo :11i;||t as well suppose the farmer to be in\"iti.llg
crows to his corn when he hangs up their carcasses
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around ity as the butcher Lird 10 be decoying small
birds by a display af the dead bodies of their comrados !

b the Trawsactions of the Lnerican Plilosophical
Sociefy, vol. iv, p 124, the reador may find o long
Iotter an this subject from Jolin Heckewelder, of Betl-
Ychcm.. te Dr Barton; the substance of which is as
allows : — That on the 17th of December, 1793, lie

{ Mr Heckewelder) went to visit a young orchard wlhich
had been planted & few weeks before, and was surprisod
ta obserte on every one of the trees oue, and on some
twn and three grasshoppers, stuck down on the sharp
thorny brauches; that, on muiring of his tenant the
reason of this, e informed him, that they were stuck
there by a small bird of prey, called, by the Germans,
Newntvedter, (nine killer,) which caught and stuck
e srasshoppers a-day ; and he supposed, that as the
bid itself never fed on srasshoppers, it must do it for
pleasure. Mr Heckewelder now recollected, that one
of those nine killers had, many yvears before, talken a
Favourite Lird of his ont of his cage at the window ;
since which, be had paid particular attention to it; and
being perfectly satistied that it lived entirely on mice
and small irds, and, morcover, observing the grass-
hoppers on the trees all fixed in natural positions, as if
alive, he bogan to conjecture that this was done to
decoy such small birds as feed on these insects to the
spot, that he micht have an opportunity of dey ouring
them. * IF it were true, says he, * that this little
hawk had stuek them up for himself, how long wonld
he Le in feeding on one or two hundred grasshoppers ?

But if it Le intended 10 seduce the smaller birds to feed

on these insects, in order to have an opportunity of
“gfching them, that number, or even one-lalf, or fess,

ay he a grmrl kit all winter,” &e. .

"This is, indeed, a very pretty fanciful theory, and
would cotitle our bird to the epithet fowler, perhaps
with ma.re propriety than Jewmes, or dutcher ; but,
notwithstanding the attention which Mr Heckewelder
professes to have paid to this bird, he appears not only
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o lave been nnaeguainted that arasshoppers were, i

fact, the favourite food of this nine killer, but never

onee to have considered, that grasshoppers would be

but a very insiznificant and tasteless bait for our winter
birds, which are ehielly those of the finch kind, tha

feed almost exclusively on hard seeds and gravel ; ane
among whom five hundred zrasshoppers might be stuck® .-
up o trees and bushes, and remain there untonched by

any of them for ever.  Besides, where is his necessity

of having recourse to such relined stratagems, when he | I
cam, at any time, seize upon small birds by mere force

of flight # I have seen him, in an open field, dart after I
one of onr small sparrows with the rapidity of an
arvow, and kil it almost instantly, M William Bartram |
long agzo informed me, that one of these shrikes ha
the temerity to purswe a snow bird (F. Mudsoric
into an open cagre, which stood in the garden ; andd,
hefore they could arrive to its assistance, had already
stramaled and scalped it, though he lost his liberty by I
the exploit.  In short, Tam of opinion, that his resolu-

tion and activity are amply snllicient to enable him to |
procure these stnall birds whenever he wants them,
which, I believe, is never bt when hard pressed by
necessity, and a deficiency of his favourite insects 3 and

that the erow or the Woe jay may, with the same
probalility, be supposed to be laying baits for mice amd
Hying squirrels, when they ave hoarding theie Indian
corn, as he for birds, while this disposing of the exnlbe-
ranee of his favourite food,  Doth the former amd the
latter retain the same halits in a state of confinement;
the one filling every seam and chink of his cige with
erain, crumbs of bread, &, ond the other sticking up,

not only insects, bot fesh, and the bdies of such |r[|}it<

as are thrown in to him, on nails or sharpened stick
fixed up for the purpose,  Nor, say others, is this
t,n“:tiﬂ. of the shrike diffienlt to be accounted for,
Nature Dhas given to this Lird o strong, sharp, and,
powerful beal, & broad I, amil oreat strensth in the
museles of his peck ; but his legs, foet, and claws, are,
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by no eans, propoctiouably strong ; and ave unequal
to thie task of grasping wud teaving his prey, like those
of thie owl and Gadeon kiml, e, therelfore, wisely avails
Mimn=elf of the powers of the former, both in strangling
luis prev, and in by i it to picces while Geeding,

The character of the buteher bivd s entitled to no
- comman desree of respect, Hix .u'l,i.'ril:,' it visible in
all lis motions; his convage and intrepidity beyomd
every other bird of his size, (one of his own teile only
o\n-ph'ul L. tyrannus, or ]-.m.-- bird ;) s in affection
for lis youne, e is surpassed by no other, e asso-
ciates with them in the latter part of summer, the
whaole family hunting in company. e attacks the
largest Tuwlk or eagle in their defonce, with a resolution
ruly astonishing ; so that all of them respeet him, anud,
nevery oveasion, decline the gontest.  As the snows
ol winter approach, he descends from the mignntainons
forests, and from the rectons of the north, to the more
cultivated parts of the eountry, hovering about our
hedgerows, orchards, amd meadows, and disappears i
early in April,

The sreat Amervican shrike 15 fen inches in leneth,
anid thirteen in extents the upper part of the head,
neck, awd back, i= pale cinereous; sides of the head,
m'.ull.' white, crossed with a bar of bluck that passes
from the 1|f--‘|:|| through the eyve, to the middle of the
nevk 3 the whole under piarts, it sonie specimens, are
nearly white, bn othees more dosky, and thickly marked
with minate transverse curving lnes of leht brown ;
the wings are black, tpt with white, with a Hl'l:;ll..
gt of white on tle primaries, just below their coverts;

. \_"Lh.- B .|p||1.:m or Lo downy feathers that fall over the

upper part of the wing, are pure white; the romp .Irlll
tail-coverts, @ very 11urI wry or lrht ash g the il s
outeifisrm, consisting of twelve featliers, l11|' two mididle
ones wholly blael, the others 1|||1 wore anid more with
white to the exterior ones, whiclh are nearly all white;
“the Jivers, et wl elaws, .|r|' Bk 2 the be .J]n. hlr.ll_'_fEIT,
thick, of a light Mue colour, the upper mandiblo




l

b LAXIUS CAROLINEXSIS,

furnished with a sharp process, bending down greatly
at the point, where it is black, nud beset at the base
with & number of long black lairs or Lristles; the
uostrils are also thickly covered with recombent hairs 3
the iris of the eye is o light lagel ; pupil, binck, 'T'h(:y
feale i easily distinguished by being ferrnginous ond
the back and head; and baving the band of black
extending only behind the eye, and of a dirty brown
or burnt colonr; the under parts are also something
rufous, and the curving lines more strongly marked ;
she is rather less than the male, which is different from
birds of prey in general, the females of which are usually
the larrer of the two.

Tu the Aretic Zoology, woe are told that this species
15 frequent in Russin, bt does not extend to Siberds
yet one was taken within Evltrin_-_:'.-. Straits; on theé
Asatic side, in Jat. 66°; wnd the species probably
extends over the whole continent of North Amoerica,
fromn the western ocean.  Mr Bell, while on lis travels
through Russia, had one of these birds given him,
which e Kept in a rovm, baving Gxed up a sharpened
gtick for him in the wall : aud on turning small birds
loose in the room, the butcher bird instantly caught
them ||_1.- the throat in suel o manner as soom 1o suflocate
them ; and then stuck them on the stick, pulling them
on with Lill and claws; and so served as miny as were
turned loose, one after another, on the same stick*

BR, LINIUE CAROLINEXEIS, WILSDX.
LANTES LU DOrICTAN TS, LINNEUS, — LOCGERIEAD SHRIEE
WIL=0N, PLATE XEI8 FIG, ¥.— EDIN MG COLLECE MUSELE.

Tuis species has a considerable resemblanee to the
great American shrike, It differs, however, from that
bird in size, being a full inel shorter; and in colour,

l * Evwanns, val, vii. p. 251,

oL ISR
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being much darker on the upper parts; and in having
the fromtlet Blaek. Tt also inbabits the warmer parts of
the United States; while the great American shrile is
chiefly confined to the northern regions, and seldom
extends to the south of Virginia.

This species inhulats the vice plantations of Carolina
and Georgia, where it is protected for ifs uselulness 1
destroying mice. It sits, for liowrs together, on the
fonce, beside the stacks of rice, watching like a e
and % soon as it perecives a mouse, darts on it lile a
hawk. It also feeds on crickets and grasshoppers, Its
note, in March, resembles the elear creaking of a £iom-
Loard in windy weather, 1t builds its nest, as I was
informed, senerally in a detached bush, much like tlint
of the mocking bird ; but, as the spring was not then
sufliciently advanced, 1 bhad no o rtmrlunil:p of seeing
its eges. It is generally known by the name of the
lorrerhead.

This species is nine inches long, and thirteen in
extent; the colour above is cipercous, or dark ash;
scapulars and live over the eye, whitish ; wings, black,
with a small spot of white at the base of the primaries,
and tipt with white ; a stripe of Llack passes along the
front, through each eye, half way down the side of the
neck 3 eye, dark hazel, suuk Dbelow the eyebrow ; tail,
euneiform, the fonr middle feathers wholly black ; the
four exterior ones, on cach side, tipt more and more
with white to the outer ooe, » hich is nearly all white;
whole lower parts, white ; and in some specimens, Loth
of males aud females, marked with transverse lines of
very pale brown ; bill and lears, Mack.

The female is considerably darker both abeve amnd
below, but the black does not reach so high on the
fromt ; it is also rather less in size,
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comntry ; and shall receive from us, in this place, all

&l TUADES FOLTOLOTTUS, LINN DS AND WILEGK.
AR KLNG minp, .

WILS N, PLATE K. Fi¥i, b= Eid%EL WG COLLEGE MUSE,
Tuts eelebrated and very extraordinary i, i extent
and variety of vocal powers, stands worivalled by the
whole featliered sonssters of this, or perhaps any other

that attention and respeet which superior merit is justly
outitled fo,

Among the many novelties which the discovery of
this part of the western continent first brovsht into
notice, we may reckon that of the mocking bird ;
which iz not only peculiar to the New Warld, but
inhabits a very considerable extent of botl Norih and
South America; having been traced from the States of
New England to Brazil; and also among many of the
adjacent islands, They are, bowever, much more
numerons in those States sonth, than in 1hose north,
of the river Delaware ; being sene illy migratory in
the latter, and resident (at least wany of them ) in the
former, A warm elimate, and low colintiey, not fap
from the sea, seem most eonrenial to their il e 3
accordingly, we find the species less numerons to the
wist than east of the sreat vanee of the Alle hany, in
the <ume parallels of Ltitmde,  Tn the severe winter of
1808-9, 1 foumd these lirds, areazionally, from Fre-
derickshure, in. Viewinia, to the southirn prarts of
Georgin g beeoming still wore wnmerons the farther I
advanced to the soutl, The herrics of the redl cedar,
myrtle, holly, Cissine shrab, many species of smilix,
togrether with swm berries, gall berrics, and o prolusion
of athers with which the Tnxuriant swampy thickets of
tho=e rewions abound, farnish them with 3 prerpetual
feast,  Winged inseets, also, of which they are Yery
fond, and remarkally expert ot eatching, abound there
even in winter, amd are an additional joducement to
residency.  Though rather a shy bird in the Northern

L...h..‘.... Qg
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Etates, lere he appeared almost hall' domestivated,
feedineg on the 1'!*'2:'.:*- amd amoner the thickets of

l smilax that lined the roads, while 1 passed within a
Tewy feet; playiog aveul the plinter's door, and lopping

oug the shingles,  Duriog the month of Felruary, 1
anetimes heand o solitary one siuging ;. but on the

2 of March, in the weighbourosd of Savannal,

1 numbers of them were heard onoevery hand, vyive in
song with each other, and with the brown thrush,
‘ «  making the whele woods voeal with their melady,

Spring was at that time eonsidirably advaneed 3 and

the thermometer ranging hetween 70 ol 578 degrecs,

: On arrivine ot New York, on the 22d of the same

mouth, I femul many parts of the conutry still covered

pwith snow, and the streets |r'|||_u[ with ice to the |||'Fbr]il

twa fieet; while peither the brown thrash, uwor

mocking bird were observed, even in the lower parts of
Pennsyivania, wotil the 20 of Agil,

The preeize time at which the mocking bivd begins
to build Lis nest, varies according to the latitude in
which he resides.  To the lower parts of Georgia, he
commences hoilding |_\.1|"|1.' i J\pri]; Liut in ]*-u:u.-\:.-L
varia, rarely before the 10th of May: and in New
b York, and the States of Eneland, still Iater,

There are particular sitnations to which e mives the
preference. A solitary thorn bush 3 an almost fmpene-
trable thicket; an orange tree, cedar, or holly bush,
are favonrite spots, and frequently selocted. It s no
sret objection with him that these lappen, sometimes,
to be near the farm, or mansion-house : always veady
to defend, bt never over anxious 1o coneeal, is nest,
he wery often builds within a small distance of the
‘*ﬂm-n-; and not wnlrequently in a pear or apple tree ;
varely at a greater beight than six or seven feet (rom
the ground,  The nest varies o littde with different
1 imiiriﬂrml-:_. :'u'q'ﬂ:l‘dliln: ta the l;'n'l||'|'1‘l_ril"'|“':|.' il L'l,lll("i_‘ling
suitable materials. A very complete one is now lying
before e, aml 1s l'lllli]]l:hl'rl of 1he I'1|||u|.1.:i||=' silislanees,

First, o qpuantity of dey twigs mud sticks; then withered

tops of weeds, of the preceding year, intermixed with
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fine straws, hay, pieces of wool and tow ; and, lastly,
a thick layer of fine filrons roots, of a light brown
colonr, lines the whole, The egrs are four, sometimes J
five, of a cinereons blue, marked with large blotches of
Lrown, The female sits fourteen days; and general :
produces two Lreod in the season, unless rolibed of he
errs, in which ease she will even build and lay thes
third time. She iz, however, extremely jealous of her ~
nest, and very apt to forsake it il much disturbed. Tt
is even asserted Ly some of our bird dealers, that the
old oues will actually destroy the eggs, and poison the
voung, if either the one or the other have been handled.
But | cannot give credit to this annatural report. 1
know, from my own experience, at least, that it is not
always their lrr.tu-tiu:e; neither have 1 ever witnessed 5
case of the kind above mentioned. During the peri
of incubation, neither cat, dog, animal, or man, can
approach the nest withont being attacked. The eats,
in particular, arc perscented whenever they make their ‘
appearance, till obliged to retreat,  But his whele
vengeance is most partienlarly divected against that /
mortal enemy of lis egrs and young, the back snalke,
Whenever the insidious approaches of this reptile are 1

dizcovered, the male darts upon it with the rapidity of
an arrow, dexterously eluding its bite, and striking it
violently and incessantly about the head, where it is
very vulperable, The snake soon beeomes sensible of
its danger, and secks to eseape; but the intrepid
defender of his young redoubles lis exertions, and,
uuless his antazomist be of sreat magnitnde, often
suceeeds in destroying him,  All its pruh.rllllﬂ'l powWers
of fascination avail it nothing against the vengeance of
this noble bird.  As the snake’s strength begins to fliag:
the mocking bird seizes and lifis it up, partly, from thfe
ground, beating it with bis wings; and, when the
business is eompleted, he returns to the repository of
his voung, mounts the summit of the lush, and pours
out a torrent of song in token of victory.

As it is of some consequence to he able (o distinguish
a young male bird from a female, the following marks l
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may be attended to; by which some pretend to be able
to distinguish them in less than a week after they are
hatehed,  These are, the breadth*and purity of the

N

vhite on the wings, for that on the tail is not so much

to be depended ou.  This white, in a full grown male
bird, spreads over the whole nine primaries, down to,
and considerably below, their coverts, which are also
white, sometimes slightly tipt with brown,  The white
of the primaries also extends equally far on both vanes

of the feathers.  In the female, the white is less pure,

spreads over only seven or eight of the primaries, does
not descend so far, and extends considerally farther
down on the broad, than on the narrow side of the
feathers.,  The black is also more of & brownish east.

k The young birds, if intended for the cage, onght not

o b left till they are nearly ready to fly ; Lut should

be taken rather young than otherwise; and may be
fod, every half hour, with milk, thickened with Indian
meal ; mixing oceasionally with it a little fresh meat,
cut or minced very fine. Alter they begin to eat of
their own accord, they onglit still to be fed by hand,
thourh at longer intervals, and a few cherrics, straw-
berries, & now and then thrown in to them. The
game sort of food, adding grasshoppers and fruit, parti-
cularly the various kinds of berries in which they
delight ; and plenty of clear, fine gravel, is found very

i
{yir at any time appear sick or dejected

roper for them after they are grown ur. IShu:rnl@ﬂﬂic
, o few spiders

thrown in o lhim will generally remove these symptoms
of dizease,

If the voung Lird is desipned 1o be tanght by an old

g e, the best singer should be selected for this office,
and no other allowed to be beside him.  Or, if by the
bird orean, or meath-whistling, it sheuld be begun

=

arly, and continued, pretty constantly, by the same

]}[ln-_ﬂ)l'll until the scholar, who is seldom inattentive,
I

as completely acquired his lesson,  The best singing

birds, however, in my own opinion, are those that have
been reared in the country, and edueated under the
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tuition of the feathereld chioristers of the surreunding
fiedds, rroves, woods, and meadows,

The plomage of the mocking bivd, though none of
the Tomeliosr, hias nothing gaudy or beilliant init; and
had he nothing else to recommend him, woull scarcely
exititle him to notiee; ot his Agare is well pru|1n|'1irun'1i’, {
and even handsome, The ease, eleganee, aml rapidity -
of his movemenis, the animation of his eye, and the
intelligence he displays in listening and laying nplessons ‘
from almost every species of the feathered creation -
within bis heaving, are really surprising, ad wark
the peculiarity of his genins,  To these qualitics we
maay add that of a voree full, strowe, aul mosieal, and
cipable of almost every modulation, Tom the elear
niellow tones of the wood thrash, to the savage serean
of the bald eagle.  In measure and aceent, I Githiullby
follows his originals,  In foree and sweetness of expres-
sion, he sreatly improves npon them,  In his native ‘
groves, monnted on the top of a tall bush, or halforown
tree, in the down of dewy morning, while the wools
ape already vocal with o multitude of warblers, his
admirabile sonyg rises pre-ominent over evory competitor,
The var can listen to s musie alone, to which that of
all the others secms 4 mere accompaniment,  Neither
is this sirain altorether imitative.  His own native
notes, which are casily distinguizhable by such s arve
well gequainted with these of oy varions sone binds,
are bold amd fll, and varied secmingly beyoud all
limits,  They consist of short expressions of two,
three, or, at the most, five or six svllables ; sencrally
mterspersed  with imitations, and all of them ottered
with great emphasis amd rapidity ; amd continmed, 'M-"H[L,‘_,

undiminished ardowr, for half an bour, or an hour, at 4
time, Vs expanded wings and tail, glistening with!
white, anl the buovant maiety of his action, arrestiog
the eve, a2 his s most ireesistibly does the ear
he sweeps round with euthusiastic ecstisy — hie o
and descends as his sone swells or dies ;'u._-_-q,-‘- amd, 0%
my friend Mr Dartram has beautifully expressed i,




MOCKING BIRD. 93

“ 11e bounds aloft with the celer v of an arvow, as if
to recover or revall his very soul, expived i the last
elovated strain'®  While thus exerting himself, a
bystwnder destitute of sight wonld suppose that 1he
whole featherol tribes had assembled tosethier, on 2
trinl of s%ill; each striving to produce his utmost
effect ; so perfect are his imitations, e iy tines
deceives the sportsman, and sends lim in search of
birds that perhaps are not within miles of hin; Lut
" . whosenotes he exacrly imiates ¢ even binds themselves
are feequently imposed on by this admiral mimie, and
are disoved by the fancied ealls of their mates; ar
dive, with precipitation, into the depth of thickets, at
the seream of what they suppose to be the sparrow
liawls.

The mocking bird lases little of the power and energy
of his song by confinement.  In his domesticated stute,
when he commences his carcer of son, it is impssilile

L to stawl by uninterested.  He whistles for the dog ;
Coesar starts up, wars his tail, and rons to meet his
master.  He squeaks out like a hart chicken, and 1he
hen bureries about with hanging wings, and bristled
feathers, elucking to proteet its injured lrood. Tho
barking of the dog, the mewing of the cat, the crealking
of o passing wheelbarvow, follow, with greal trith
and rapidity.  He repeats the tune taught him by his
masier, though of considerable lensth, fully and faith-
fully,  He runs over the quiverings of the eanary, and

I the elear whistlings of the Virginia wightingale, or
red bird, with such superior execution and effect | that
the mortified songsters feel their own inferiority, and
become altorether silent ; while he seems to trinmph

] \!’i'll their difieat ]l_'." n‘-:[mlh]iug lis exertions.

This exeessive fondness for variety, however, in the
opinion of some, injures Li somgr,  Mis elevated imita-
tions of the brown theush are froquently interrupted by
the crowing of cocks ; and the warllings of the Llue-
bird, which he exquisitely manages, are mingled with the

* Travels, p. 82, Tatroduction.
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sereaming of swallows, or the cackling of hens ; amidst

the simple melody of the robin, we are suddenly surprised

by the shrill reiterations of the whip-poor-will ; while l
the notes of the killdeer, blue jay, martin, baltimore, i
and twenty others, suceeed, with such imposing reality, |
that we look round for the originals, aml discover, Y
with astonishment, that the sole performer in this
singular concert is the admirable bird now before us.
During this exhibition of his powers, he spreads his
wingrs, expands his tail, and throws himsell aroudd the =
eage in all the cestasy of enthusiasm, seeming not only
to sing, but to dance, keeping time to the measure of
his own music. Both in his native and domesticated
state, during the solewn stillness of nizht, as soon as
the moon rises in silent majesty, he beging his de-
lightful salo; and serenades us the livelong night with
a full display of his voeal powers, making the whaol
neighbourhood ring with s inimitable medley, #

Were it not to scem invidious in the eves of foreizn- J
ers, [ might, in this place, make a comparative statement
between the powers of the mocking bird, and the only
bird, T believe, in the world, worthy of heing compared
with him,— the European mightingale. This, however,
I am unable to do from my own observation, havin
never mysell heand the song of the Iatter; and, even if
I had, perhaps something might be laid to the score of

¢ The lanters in the sonthern States, when setting oot on an
exeursion by night, ns =an as they hear the mocking Toiral begin
to sing, know thae the moon is rising.

A certain ancnyuwats author, speaking of the mocking Lanils in
the Tslanil of Jamaica, and their practice of linuln; by moanlight,
thus gravely philosophizes, and attempts to account f?rr the halat,
“ It 15 oot cortain,” savs he, * whethor they are kept so wakeful ,
by the elearnuss of the light, er by any extraordinary attention and
vigilapee, at such times, for the protection of their nursery from
the piraticsl assaults of the ewl and the night hawk. 1t is possible
that far wnay operate upon them, moch in the same monner as it
has been observerd to afect some cowanlly persons, who whistle
stontly in 2 lone=mpe place, while their miml 15 amirared with ll_hl‘ﬂ
terror of thievis ar huhgnhi.i.n.-l.":—fﬁ;!wry af Jumaice, vol. il
e 684, quarto.
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pm“riru'IETi)', which, as a faithful biographer, 1 am anxions
to avoid, [ shall, therefore, present the reader with
the opinion of a distinguished English naturalist, and
curions observer, on this subjeect, the Honowrable Daines
wrrimgton, wha, at the time he made the communica-
f:m, wias vice-president of the Royal Bociety, to which

t was aldressed,
“ It may not be improper here,” says this gentleman,
“ to consider whether the nightingale way not have a
k very formidable competitor in the American mocking
bird, theugh almest all travellers agree, that the concert
in the European woods is superior to that of the other
parts of the slobe I have happened, however, to
hear the American mockiog bird, in great perfection, at
Messrs Vorels and Scotts, in Love Lane, Eastcheap.
is bird i= believed to be still liviog, and hath been in
England these six years, During the 5-|1'lﬂﬂ' of & minute,
he pmitated the woodlark, chaffinch, blackbivd, thrush,

1]

' and sparrow ; [ was told alse that he would bark like
n dor; so that the bird geems to have no choice in his
\ imitations, though his pipe comes nearest to our night-

ingale of any bird I have yet met with. With regard
to the oririnal notes, however, of this bird, we are still
at a los<, as this can only be known by those who are
accurately .'u'q_|||.'||nhrr] with the song of the other Ameri-
can birds, Kalm indeed informs us, that the natural
song is excellent ;4 but this traveller seems not to have
been long enough in America to bave distingoished
what were the genuine notes @ with ns, mimics do not
often succeed but in imitations, 1 have livtle doubt,
however, but that this bird would be fully equal to the
song of the nichtingale in its whole compass ; but then,
‘\‘fom the attention which the mocker pays to any other
HAort of disagrecable noise, these capital notes wonld be
always debased by u bad mixture,”
On this exteact | shall make a few remarks. Tf, as
ig here conceded, the mocking Lird be fully cqual to

* Philosephical Transoetfiong, vol. Ixii, part i, p 254,
+ Travels, vol. §; p. 210,
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the sonz of the nightingale, and, as T ean with confidence
add, not only to that, but to the song of almost every
ather bivd, besides heine eapalile of exactly imitating
varions vther soouds aml voices of animals,— his voral

powers are wniuestionably superior to those of tHT

nightingale, which possesses its own native notes alone
Farther, it we cousider, ns 15 asserted Ly e Barringtons.
that *one reason of the nightingale’s being more
attended to than others is, that it sings in the vight "
andl 1f we beliove with Shakespeare, that

The nightingale, if she <hould sing by doy

Wlsent svery somee is cackling, would e thonght

Mo hether a masician than i wron,
what must we think of that bivd, who, in the #lare of
diy, when a moltitude of songsters are straining their
throats in melody, ni'cr‘pnl.l.'q-n,: all eompetition, and, b
the superiority of his voice, expression, and action, not
only attracts every ear, but frequently strilies dumb his
mortified rivals; when the silence of night, as well
as the bustle of day, bear witness to his melody ; and
when even in captivity, in @ foreign country, he is
declared, by the best judees in that conntry, to be fully
equal to the song of their sweetest bivd ol whole
comgrrss ® The sapposed derradation of lis song by
the introduction of extraneous sonmds, aml nnexpeeted
imitations, is, in foct, one of the chief excellencies of
thiz bird ; as these elunres give a perpetnal novelty to
his steain, keep attention constantly awake, and impress
every hearer with a deeper interest in what is to follow,
In short, il we believe in the truth of that mathematical
axiom, that the whale is reeater than a part, all that is
excellent or delight fnl, amusing or steiliing, in the mosie
nl' IIil‘l‘]'\-‘, st ||l'|.rllt;; fin I'||;|_l ililllllrl'illili' .\.lmgnlrl‘, 'I.'i'im_
vocal powers ere equal to the whole compazs of thei
whale strains.

The native notes of the mocking hird have a consiilér-
able resemblance to these of the brown thensh, but may
easily be distinguished, by their greater rupillitlv, swect-
ness, energy of expression, aml variety, Both, however,
have, in many parts of the United States, particularly

1
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in those 1o the south, obtained the name of mockiug
bird 3 the fivsr, or brown thiruish, from its |uh-|:'|unt1.'
of song, being called the French, and the other this
Englizh mo tml" bird, — a mode of & spression probalily
ln"l||||T|ll"" m the ]|1'|"|'|idln.1'n of ome forclathers, w |1||
whem every thing Freneh was inferior to every thinge
Englizh,= .

The IIHH'[-I'H" bird #s frequently taken in trap cages,

anl, b proper ninsenent, may be made sufhcie tl.IJ'l.'

H tame to sing.  The l!![ per |1|ll1a- of the care {l.']llull

g ought to be of w ond ) shoull be Kept covered, uutil the

bird Lecomes a little more recanciled to confinement.

I ir!-ﬂ.‘l'll i awire cage, uneovered, he will soon destroy

himsedf in attempiing to pet out.  These birds, liow-

ever, by proper treatment, may be Lrought to sing

l.'1‘|l:=11- superior to those r.nswl [r} hand, aml cost ]u_m.

vouble, The opinion which the natnrailists of Europe

entertain of the great difliculty of vaising the mocking

i bird, and, that not one in ten survives, is very incorrect,

A person called on me a few days amo, with tw enty-

nine of these bicds, ol amd yonng, wlaeh lie lad ¢ arvivd

abont fiehds with him for soveral days, for the con

veniewee of feeding them while ensaged i trapping

ophers, He had earried them thicty miles, aud iatended
carrving them ninety-six miles firther, vie. to Now

York ; wnd told we, that be did not expect to lose oue

' out of ten ol them,  Cleanliness, al ilarity in
Feeding, are the two prineipal IE.!'II;.\ to b antended to;
and these I‘.'H'I‘IJ." fail to sneceed,

The eagerness with which the nest of the mocking
bird is sought after in the neighbourhood of Philadel-
plin, has rendered this bivd extremely searce for an

-— stent of several miles round the ity In the conutey
iﬂ_mml Wilmington and Newcastle, they are very nnme-
ris, from whenee they are fecquently brought here for

-1

* The observations of Mr Rarrington, in the pager above referred
to, make this supposition still more probable.  * Some mightin-
gales,” =aya hey * ate so vastly inferior, that the bivd—vatelers wall
ot keep thein. brasding them with the name of Frenchaen,”
P P

YOL, 1. i 4
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gale, The wsual price of a singing bivd is from soven
to fifteen, and even twenty dollars, 1 have known
fifty dollars paid for a remarkalle fine sioger ; and one
wstanee where one hundesd dollars were refused Tor a
still more extraordinary one.

| Attempis bave been made 1o induce these charming
birds to pair, and rear their yonng in o state of confine
ment, and the result has beew such as to prove it, by
proper management, perfeetly practicable, T the spring
of 1508, a My Klein, living in North Seventh Street, f
Philadelphia, partitioned off about twelve foet square
in the thind story of Lis house,  This was lighted by a
pretty Lirge wire-reated window,  In the centre of this
small room he planted @ codar bush, five or six foet
Iigh, in a box of earth, and scattered about a sufficient
quantity of materials suitable for lnilding.  Into this
place o male and female mocking Lird were put, oo
soon began to build.  The female lud five cres, all of
which she hotehed, and fed the yonne with greeat affec- ,‘
tion until they were nearly able 1o fy.  DBuosiness call-
ing the proprvtor from home for twe weelis, e left the

birds to the eare of his domestios; and, on his retaen,
found, to his sreat regret, that they had been neglected

in food, The young ones were all dead, and the parents !
themselves vearly Lumished,  The sene pair have again
commenced building this season, in the saoe phve, ad

have at this time, July 4, 1809, three voung, likely to
do well, The place might be fitted up with various
kinds of shirubbery, =0 as to resemble their native
thickets; and ought to be as remote from noise and
interruption of company as possibile, and strangers rarely
allowed to disturl, or even approach them,

The mocking bird is pive and a half inches long, and,_ —
thirteen in breadth.  Some individuals are, huu'm‘@r}.
largrer, and some smaller, these of the first hateh being
uniformly the liggest and stoutest,®  The upper parts

L _'lut.n::,: b e of rdllilllnlll. that there are two sarts, the lorge
and the =auall wocking bind § bat, after examiming great numbees v
af these bards in variows regions of the United States, 1 am satisfind
that this variation of size 1 oweredy sceidental, or owing to the
rireumstauce alove meatiuned.
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of the head, neck, and back, are
amd when new moulted, a fine iorray i the wings
and tail are nearly black, the fiest and secoml rows of
coverts tipt with white ; the primary coverts, in some
males, are wholly white, in others, tinged with brown,
The three first primaries are white from their roots as
far as their coverts ; the white on the next six exrends
from an inch to one and three=fourths farther down,
descending equally on both sides of the feather; the tail
is cuneiform, the two exterior feathers wholly white,
the rest, except the middle oues, tipt with white; the
chin i= white; sides of the neck, breast, belly, aud vent,
n brownish white, much purer in wild birds than in
those that have been domesticated ; iris of the cye,

vellowish ecream coloured, inclining to golden; hill,

black, the base of the lower mandible, whitisli; legs

md Feet, black, and strong. female very much
resetnldes the male ; what difference there is, has Leen
already pointed out in a preceding part of this account,
Thie breast of the young bird is spotted like that of the
thirush.

Mr William Bartram observes of the mocking bird,
that * formerly, siy thirty or forty years nzo, they were
pumerons, and often staid all winter with us, or the year
through, feeding on the herries of ive, smilax, srapes,
persimmons, and other berries,  The i ¥ {ﬁrn’r'rr:-ﬁnlr_'.rl}
they were ]'u.urtirul:qr]f fond of, thourh a vative of
Europe. We have an ancient plant adliering to the
wall of the house, covering many yarils of surface ; this
vine is very fruitfol, and here many would feed and
lodge during the winter,and, in very severe cold weather,
sit on the top of the ehimoey to warm themselves,"
He also adds, # [ have obsepved that the mocking bird

\'- ejects from bis stomach through is month the haed
kernels of berries, such as smilax, grapes, &c. retain
the pulpy part.”*

a ok, Lrownish ash,

"vﬂ

* Letter from Mre Bartram to the auther,
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WY, TURDUE LIVIDUS, WILSOX, =T, FELIFOL, VIEILL
CAT BIRD.

WILSON, PLATL XiV. Fid. 1,

Wi have here o very common and very numerous
ies, i this part of the United States; and one as
well known to all classes of people, as his favourite
briers, or blackberry hnshes, IIu. SN OF SUMIer, o1
approaching thickets of eambles, the first salntation
you receive is from the eat bind ; and a stranzer, nnae-
quainted with its note, wonld instantly eonchule that
some vagranl orplian kitten hiad got hewildered amonyg
the briers, amd wanted assistance ; so exactly does the
call of the birl resemble the voive of that animal;

&%

Unsuspicions, and extremely familiar, lie seems less 1
apprebensive of man than almost any other of our !
summer visiinnts 3 for whether in the woods, or in the

sarden, whese he frequently builds his nest, lie seldom i

allows veu o puss withont approaching o pay his
I'-?.-'-];th-', in hiz usmal way. This humble Gaoniliarity
anil deference, from a steanger, too, whe comes to rear
his young, and spend the summer with as, onght to
entitle lim to a full share of our hospitality.  Sorry 1
am, however, 1o say, that this, in too many instanees,
s eruelly the reverse.  OF this T will speak more parti-
enlarly in the sequel,

Alrt the 25th of February, the eat bidd first arvives ]
in the lower parts of Georzia from the south, conse-
quently winters not far distant, probally in Florida,

Ou the secoml week in April, he usually reaclios 1his =
pawrt of P-'ILI!:-}'hmliil: and about the hesinning of :'I-In:;, ¥
has already succeeded in building his nest,  The place

chosen for this purpose is generally a thicket of briers

or brambles, a thorn busl, thick vine, or the fork of a

small sapling ; no great solicitude is shiewn for conceal-

ment, Ilwlrgh few lards BRpeEr e interested for the

safety of their west and young, The materials are dry !
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leaves and weeds, small twizs, and fine dey grass; the
inside is lined with the fine Mack Gbrous roots of some
plant,  The fenile lays four, sometimes live eggs, of a
upiform grecnish blue eolour, without any spots, They
gencrally raise two, and sometimes theee brood in
sELsOTL

In passing throngh the woods in summer, T have
sometines amuseid mysell with jmitating the vielent
3 chirping or squeaking of voung birds, in ovder to
observe what diflerent species were aronnid me,— for
sieh sonnds, at such a season, in the woods, are no less
alarming to the feathered tenants of the Lushes, than
the ery of fire or murder in the streets is to the inlu-
bitants of a lavge and populons city.  On such occasions
of alarm ol consternation, the cat bied iz the first to
abie his appearance, not singly, ot sometimes Lalf o
doeen at o tioe, Oving from ditferant quarters to the
. spot. At this time, those who are disposed o play with
his Feelings may almost throw him inte fitz, his cmotion
anl agritation are so great, at the distressful cries of what
he supposes to be his stilfering voung.,  Other birds are
variously aflected ; but none shew symptoms of such
extreme sulfering,  He hurries backwards and forwards,
\ with hanging wings and open moutls, calling out londer
and faster, and actoally sereaming with distress, till he
appears hoarse with his exertions. He attenpts o
offensive means ; but he bewails —he implores —in the
' most pathetie terms with which nature has supplied
Lim, and with an axony of fecling wihich is truly affoet-
ing, Every feathered neighbour within heaving hastens
to the |:1||:11_':.-1 to learn the euse of the alarm, ||'E,‘1."|'Iil'ig'
= abont with looks of consternation and -:ynn!,;uh}', Bt
.K.Ihvir own pawerful parental duties and domestic con-
ceriis soon oblige exch to withdraw. At any other
season, the most perfect imitations have no effect what-

ever ou him,

S S —

1 The cat bind will not easily desert its nest. T took
two eres from one which was sittine, and in their plaee
] put twao of the brown thrush, or thrasher, and tool my

stand at a convenient distance, to sec how she woulil
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behave. In a minute or two, the male made his ap-
proaches, stooped down, aml looked carnestly at the
stramere coos, then llew off to his mate, who was not far
disrant, with whom he seemed to have some conversa-

tion, and instantly returning, with the greatest gentle-

ness took out botl the thrasher's eoes, first one and

then the other, carvied them singly about thivty yards,

and dropt them among the boshes, | then retarned

the two errs 1 had taken, and, soon after, the female rl
resumed ber plice on the nest as before,

From the west of anothier eat bird [ took two hall
fledzed voung, and pliced them in that ol anotlher, which
was sitting on five eggs.  She soon turned them both
ont.  The place where the nest was not being far from
the ground, they were little injured, and the male,
observing their helpless situation, begin to feed the
with great assiduity sl lenderness, ;

I removed the nest of a eat bird, which contained /
four egis, nearly batehed, from a fox geape vine, and
fixedd it tirmly and carefully in a thicket of briers close
by, without injuring itk contents.  In less than halff an
honr 1 returned, and found it again oconpied by the
female. i

The cat bind i< one of our earlicst morning songsters,
beginning generally hefore break of day, and hovering
from Lush to bush, with great sprightliness, when there
i5 searce light sullicient 1o distingoizh him.  is notes
are more remarkable for singularity than for melody. '
They eonsist of short imitations of othier bhirds, and '
other sounds; but, bis pipe heing rather deficient in
clearness and strength of tove, lis imitations (il where
these are requisite. Yot he is not easily disconraged,
but seems to stwdy certain passages with sreat ]wrﬁn-x
veranes ; witering them at first low, and, as he sneeeeds,
higher and more free, nowise embarrassed by the pre-
senee of o speetator even within a few vards of him,
On anr.'ﬂti\'J'[l_'l-' listening for some time to him, one can
perevive cousiderable variety in lis performance, in
which he seems to introduce all the edd sounds and :
quaint pazsages he has been able to collect.  Upon the
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whaole, though we cannot arrange him with the grand
leaders of onr vernal choristers, e well merits a place
amone the most acresable HCHE red lll'l‘iill'im,-l's.

Thiz bivd, ax has been before observed, is very
pamerons in summer, in the middle States.  Seaveely @
thicket in the conntry is without irs cat birds; and,
were they 1o vy in flocks, like many other bivls, they
would darken the air with their nombers, But their
migrations are seldom observed, owing to their gradual

= progress aml recession, in spring and actumn, to and
from their breeding places.  They enter Georgia late
in Febroary, and reach New England about the begin-
I'|'I||!_:' ol :'ui.l.:.'. In their migrations, |1II.‘_||' L:4=0|r i W ith
the prooress of aericuliure ; and the first settlers in
many parts of the Gennesee country, have told me,
at it was several years, after they removed there,
before the eat bivd made his appearance among them,
With all these amialle qualities to recommend lim, few
people in the country respect the ¢t bird; on the
eontrary, it is menerally the olject of dislilee ; and the
boys of the United States entertain the same prejudice
anmd eontempt for this bind, its nest awl young, as those
of Britain do for the vellowhammer, ol s nest, vors,
amd young. [ am at o loss to aceount for 1his eruel
prejudice.  Even those by whom it s entertained, can
searcely tell yon why 3 only they * hate cat birds ;" as
some persons tell von they hate Frenchmen, they hate
Dutehmen, &e; expressions that bespealk their own
narrowness of understanding, and want of liberality.
Yet, after ruminating over in my own mind all the
proballe eauses, T think L have at last bt on some of
them; the principal of which seems to me to e o
certain similarity of taste, amd clashing of interest,
Between the cat bird and the frmer.  The cat bird is
fond of krge ripe garden strawberries ; so s the femer,
for the mood price they bring in market: the eat bind
loves the best and richest early cherries; so does the
farmer, for they are sometimes the most '||H|t'|1.'th]t' of
his early fruit: the cat bird has a particular partiality
] " for the finest ripe mellow pears; and these are also
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particalar Bvourites with the fomer. But the eat
bird has freguently the advantage of the Farmer, by
suatching ol the fivst feuirs off these delicious produc-
tions; and the frmer tales reyelire, h}-’ shooting Jiim
down with bis gun, as he finds ald hats, windmills, and
scarecrows, are ne impediment in his way to these
foeliidddden femits 3 and nothing bt this resource —the
ultimatum of Euwmers as well o kines — eqn resteain his
visits, The bays are now set to watch the cherry trees
with the zun; and thus commences o train n|‘||1'Lﬁ||dinhi .
aml amtipathies, that commaonly continne through life,
Porhups, too, the common note of the cat bind, so like
the mewing of the animal whose name it bears, and
who dtself snstaing no swall share of prejndice, the
homeliness of his plumare, and even bis fanaliarity, so
proverbiolly known to beget contempt, may also eor
tribute to this mean, illiberal, and persecuting prejudice ;
bty with the senerons and the good, the lovers of nature
aml of rural charms, the confidence which this familiar
bird places in man by building in his gacden, ander

his eve, the music of his song, and the interesting 4

Pasfulness of his manners, will always be more than a

recompense for all the little stolen movsels he snatelies. /
The eat bird measures nine inches in length; at o 4

small distance he appears nearly black ; but, on a closer
examination, is of a deep slate colowr above, lightest on
the edzes of the primaries, and of a considerably lighter
slate colour below, exeept the under tail-coverts, which
are very dark red; the tail, which is rounded, and
wpper part of the head, as well us the legs and bill, are
Mack. The female differs liole in colonr from the
male.  Latham takes notice of a bird exactly resembling -
this, being found at Kamtschatka, only it wanted thu"
red under the tail ; probably it might have been o
voung lird, tn which the red is searcely observable,

This bird has been very improperly clussed among
the dlyeatchers,  As he never seizes his prey on wing, |
lias none of tieir manners, fecds prineipally on fruit,
and secms to differ so little from the theushes, T think |
he more properly belongs to the lutter tribe, than to
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any other genus we bave, Tis bill, less and fet,
e, il wle ol h“ihii“:_r’ the colour of the wrans,
us imitative wotes, fowl, and seneral minuners, all
Justily me in vemoving him 1o this e,

The ent bird is one of those unfortante vietims,
and indeed the priveipal, sevinst which credulity and
senoranee have so often directed the fecinatine rtu'n..[itv
of the blaclk smake., A multitude of nevevellons .‘-'hll‘lhrﬂ

4 have Been told me by people whe have themselves seen
«  the poor cat binds deawn, or sucked, as they sometimes
express it, from the tops of the trees {which, by the bye,
the cat bird |".:I'1.'EI'|' visits, ) one by one, into the YW
moitth of the immovable snake. It Las so lia ipened
with me, that, in all the adventores of this Lirlrf that |
bave personally witnessed, the eat binl was actually
e assailant, and always the sueceossful one. These
refeounters never talke I||.'|,:'|_~ Lot r]|_||-i|'|g the |Hl'1.""i|.illg
time of birds ; For whoese eoes and yonngs the snake las
a particular partialite. 1t is no” wonder that thoese
species, whose nests are vsually built near the ground,
“E’iuu[ni be the greatest sufferers, nmd the most solicitons
tor their safety: lhenee the eause why the cat Lind
makes such a distingnished figure in ‘most of these
r marvellous narmtions. That a peisonons snake will
dtrike o bird or mouse, and allow it to remain till
nearly EN]JirE:J;.; belore hie bn-:_rl'rls to devour it, owr
observations on the living vattlesnalke, at present [1811,]
kopt by Mr DPeale, satisly ws is o fact ; but that the
sme snalie, with eyves, breath, or any other known
quadity it possesses, shonlid be capable of drawi
bird, reloctantly, from the tree tops to its mouth,
abisnrdity ton groat for me to swallow,

‘I I am led to these observations h:,' a note which 1
received  this morning from my worthy friend Mr
Bartram :  * Yesterday,” save this sentleman, © |
observed a |.'llIJl|.i1'!1 ar onntest, between o eat il il
asiake, It took place in a gravel walls, in the ganden,

pear o dey wall of stone. T was withio a few yands of
the combatants.  The bird pounced or darted tpons th

Mgt
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snake, snapping his Lill; the snale wonld then draw
himsoll guickly into a eoil, ready for a blow 3 bat the
Bird would cantionsly cireumvent lim at o little distanee,
now il then raaninge e o, il hn“llll-illl: st lim g bt
keeping at o sulficient distanee to aveid a blow,  Afte
some winntes, it became a runoing fight, the soale
retreating 3 amld, at bst, he tools shelter o the wall, The
eat Bivd had young oues in the bushes near the field
nf l.li.'ltl!t".

“ This may shew the possibility of poisonous snales
biting birds; the operation of the poison causing them
to become, as it were, fascinated,”

9]. runoos MNELODVS, WILSON., —T. MUSTELINUS, GMELIK.
Woon TS,

WILSON, FLATE 1. FIG. 1.

Tz hird measures cicht inches in leneth, and thirteen
from tip to tip of the expanded wings: the Bill is
an inch long, the apper mandible, of a dusky brown,
bent at the point, and slichtly noteled 3 the lower, a
flesh colour towards the base; the legs are long, and,
as well as the claws, of a pale Nesh colour, or almost
transparcnt.  The whole upper parte are of a brown
fulvous eolour, brichtening inta reddish on the head,
and inclining to an olive on the rump aml tail ; chin,
white ; throat and breast, white, tinged with a light
buff colour, and beautilnlly marked with pointed spots
of black or dusky, ranning in chains from the sides of
the mouth, and intersecting each other all over the
breast to the belly, which, with the vent, is of a pure
white; a narrow eircle of white surrounds the eye
which is larre, full, the pupil black, and the ivis of a7
dark choeolate colour; the inside of the mouth is
yellow. The male and female of this species, as, indeed,
of almost the whole genns of thrushes, differ so little
as searcely to be distingnished from each other. It is

called by some the wood robin, by others the ground
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robin, and by arnitholosists, in general, the little thrush,
theurh we Tave several thrushes lareer, and a pumber
smiller.  Tordue winor appears, therefore, not alto-
rpther a suitable appellation s the present name has
een adopted from Mre William Darte w o seems to
ave been the lrst and almost only naturalist who has
aken motice of the merits of this biwl,

Thix sweet and solitary songster inlabits the whele
of North Awerica, from Hudson's ]5.1_'!.' to the }H'Hillhil!;l.
of Florida. He arrives in Pennsylvania about the 20th
of April, or soon after, and returns o the south about
the beginning of Outober.  The latencss or earliness of
the season seems to make less diference in the tines

of arrival of our birds of passage than is generally
carined,  Farly in April the woeods are often in con-
sineralde forwardness, and zearce a summer Lird to be

seen, O the otlier hand, vegetation is sometinies no
' farther advanced on the 20th of ﬂ]ll'il. at which time

{ e o, this present year, 1807 ) numbers of woad thrushes
. are seen flitting throunsh the moist woody hollows ; and
]
]

a variety of the motacilla genus chattering from almost
every bush, with searce an expanded leal to eomeeal
them. Bat at whatever time the wood thrush may
arrive, he =oon announces, his presence in the woods.
With the dawn of the succecding morning, mounting
to the top of some tall tree that rises from a low thick
shiaded part of the wools, Lie pipes his few, bt elear
and musieal notes, in a kind of ecstasy 3 the prelude, or
symphony to which, strongly resembles the dounble-
tonguing of a German fute, and sometimes the tinkling
of & small belly the whole sone consists of five or six
N <, the last note af each of which is 1n such & tone as
ﬁ'.u'nl the conelusion evidently suspended ; the finalé
i5 finely managed, and with such charming effect 3 to
soothe and tranqguillize the mind, and to seem sweeter
and mellowsr at each successive repetition,  Rival
sonusters, of the same specics, chall each other
from different parts of the wood, seeming to vie for
softer tones .-1.||HFL||Lur|: exquisite responses.  During the
burbing heat of the day, they are comparatively mute




during the mouths of May and Juue, will be at no lirgs
to recormize, from the abiove deseription, this plisesing
musician,  Even in dark, wet, and gloomy weathe
when scarce a single ehirp is beard from any other
bird, the clear notes of the wood theash theill through
the drappivg woods, from momine (o izt and it
may truly be said, that the sudder the day the sweeter
is his sonem,

The favourite haunts of the wood throsh are low,
thick shaded hollows, throush which n small brook or
rill micanders, overbung with alder buslies, that are
mumtled with wild vines. Near such a scene e seneral
builds his nest, in a laorel or alder bush,  Outwass v
it is composed of withered becel leaves of the preceding
year, laid at bottor in eonsiderable quantities, no donbt |
to prevent damp and moisture from ascondinge theongh,
biedng renerally built in low, wel situations : above these
are layvers of knotty stalks of withered priss, mwixed |
with mud, and smoothly plastered, above which is laid L
a glight linine of fine black fibrous roots of plants.  The
ees are four, sometimes five, of a uniform light blue,
without any spots,

The woad theash appears always singly or in pairs, |
and is of a shy, vetived, nnobtrusive disposition,  With
the maodesty of tene merit, he charms von with his
sonr, but is content, and even solicitons, Lo be cons
eealed, e delights to tmce the irvegular windings
of the brook, where, by the lexurianee of foliage, the
sun s eompletely shut ont, or only plays in a few
interrupted heams on the glittoring surfiee of T-M
water,  He is also fond of o partienlar species of lichen
which grows in snch sitiations, and which, towards the
fall, 1 have uniformly found in their stomachis; berries,
however, of various kinds, are Lis prin-_-i
well as beetles and caterpillars, The feat
hind head are longer than is vsual with birds which
have no crest 3 these he sometimes erccts; bnt this

102 TURDUS MELODUS.
Tt i_ll the eveninge the same melody 15 renewed, awd
contivied lonr after sunset, Those who visit our
wouds, or ride ont into the country at these hours,
.
!
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'El':lul'liu'lliu[' connot le l.llIJ"i"r'H"II- Feund o1 il 1'[;.51} px.'m;'iml..
Triv,

Those who bave patd minute attention to the singing
of bivds, kuow well, that the voice, enerEy, al CX pres-
i EI. i the ssime !I‘i.lrt'. I.L'i”'i'l' = '|'|'[l||'|.'l|' .:n. 1h1' Vs of
‘#Thn'm mdlividuals of the haman .-iu-ri:-n, OF 0% one

simrer does from another, The powers ul’ SOV, 11 some
individoals of the woml Tlll'll‘\ll, lhave often hlll’jll'i‘.il"lif
amd delishied me, OF these I remember o, ny
years ago, whose notes T eould instantly recognise on
entering the woods, and with whom 1 had been, as it
were, acquainted from lis fivst arvival,  The top of a
Laree whire oak that overliung part of the plen, was
usiadly the favourite pinnacle from whence lie protired

b sweetest melody § to which T had fruquently listened
night began to gather in the woods, and the fire-
ies to sparkle among the Lranches,  But, alas! in the
pathetic language of the poet—

} Choe mora 1 mi=stl him on the acenston'd liiilt,

Alonig the vale, and en his favonrite tree—

Anthier came, nor vet beside the i,

Nor up the glen, nor i the wosd was he,
A few days afterwards, passing along the eige of the
y  rocks, 1 foumd framments of the wings and broken
feathers of o wood thrush Lilled by the hawk, whicl 1
eontemiplated with unfeigned regect, amd not without a
determination to retaliate on the frst of these mnrilerers
I eould meet with,

That I may not seem singular in my estimation of
this Lird, T shall sulijoin an extract of a lettor from a
distinguished American gentleman to whom 1 had “emi
some drawings, and whose name, were | at liberty 1o
e it, would do honour to my humble performance,
. render any farther olbservations on 1he stbject
Trom me unnecessary,

" Ay you are curious in birds, there is one well
worthy your attention, to be found, or rather heard, in
every part of America, and yet searcely ever to be
seen. It is in all the forests from spring Lo fall, and
never but on the tops of the tallest trees, from which it

w T W
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perpetually sevenades us with some of the sweetest
notes, and as elear as these of the nightingale. 1 have
followeil it for miles, without ever bot onee getting a
goold view of it 1t isof the size aml make of tha
mocking bird, lightly theash colowred on the back, @ i

a greyish white on the breast amd belly, Mr —%l
my son-in-kaw, wis in possession of one, which bad beetr
shiot by a neighbour; he pronouneed it a mascieapa,
and T think it much resembles the Monche rolle de la
Martinigue, 8 Dulfon, 374, pl. eafion, G068,  As it
abounds in all the neighbourhood of Philadelphia, you
may, perlaps, by paticnce awd perseveranee, {of which
ek will e requisite,) get asight, if not a possession,
of it. [ have, for twenty vears, interested the yonng
sportsmen of my neiehbourhond to shoot me one, b
as yet, withont suceess.”

[t may seem strange that neither Sloane,* Cateshy,
Edwards, nor Baffon, all of whom are said 1o have
described this bind, shonld say any thing of its melody ;
or rather, assert that it had only o single ery or serean.
This I cannet account for in any other way than by
supposing, what [ think kighly probalide, that this bied
has never been figured or deseribed by any of the |
above authors.

Catesby las, indeed, represented a bird, which he
eulls fuerdis mininngt but it is dilicult to discover,
cither from the fizure or deseription, what particular
species is meant ; or whether it be really intended for I
|}1e woul thensh we are now deseribing. 1t resembles,
he says, the English thensh; but is less, never sings,
hias ooly a simgle note, and abides all the year in
Caroling, It must be confiessed, that, exeopt the first
circumstance, there are fow featiares of the wisd ﬂuw-
in this description.  Though it is Believed that som;
our birds of passage, and, amoug them, the present
species, winter in the Carolinas, vet they rarely breed
there : and when they do, they are certainly voeal.  IF
Mr Cateshy, therefore, fn:n-nlwﬂl.b the bird mute during
wpring and summer, it wis not the wood thrash, other-

v Hist, Jam. i, 30 & Caresuv's Nab, Hist, Car 1, .
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wisge he mmst have changed his very nature, But Mpe
Edwirds s also deseribed and ||I|"|i.l|'|1~:|hl|! the little
thrash® and hax referred fo Catesby as having drawn
.'III.LH enerraviedl it before. Now this thrush of |-.".1|'I-'|'.'I-I'4'|3
kmow tao be really o different species ; one wot resident
u Pewnsylvania, but passiog to the north in May, wwl
retuening the same way in October, mul miay be dis-
tinguished from the true song theash (Gerdies seedoifies)
by the spots beine muel broader, sl wot descending
. B0 far below the breast. 1t is also an fuech shorter,
with the checks of 4 bright tawny colonr. Me Willjum
Bartram, who teanswitred this bird, more than liftw
years wmo, to Mr Edwards, by wlom it wos deawn and
engraved, examined the two species in MY PrCSeICe §
ol on comparing them with the one in Edw ards, was
Bizticd that the bird there fizured and deseribed is not
the wood thrush, (twrdies melodns) but the fawny
cheelied kiud above mentioned. This species 1 have
I never seen in Pennsylvania but in spring and Gl 1t
is still more solitury than the former; utters, at rare
times, a single ery, similar 1o that of & ehicken which
I' biis lost its mother; and is, probably, ihe same bird

which is deseribed by Sloane and Cateshy,
] As the Count de Buffon has drawn his deseription
from those above mentioned, the sime oliservations
apply equally to what he has said on the subject ; and
the beautiful litgle theory which this writer had formod
I bt aceount for its want of song, vanishes into eTpty
y mirg vieo that the sone thrush of Furape (twrdus
mutsiens ) had, at some time after the creation, ramblod
round by the worthern ocean, and made its way 1o
. America; that, advancing to the son b, it had there
U consequence) become dr generated by change of
ool and elimate, so that its ery s now harsh amd
unplessant, s are the cries of 2l birds that live in

W l;d couutries inhabited Ly savages,”

* Epwanns, 206,

t Burrox, vl ik, 280 The figure in pL enl, 293, has Lt
or wo reemblance to the wood thirgs, being of a dvep green olive
abuvey nad spotted o the radl Lelow with long streaks of hrown,
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DL FURNUS MISEATORIVS, LIS X 6US AXD WILS0N, — THE RORIY.

WILsoN, PLATE 1L Fhe .

Tos well known bird, being fmiliar to almost eversf:
llﬂ'ij'; will |I"Illii'l.' bt o short deseription. 1t measares
wine inches and o bald dn length ; le Iill is stronge, an
ineh long, and of o full yellow, thonsh sometimes black,
or dusky near the tip of the upper mandible ; the head, .
back of the neck, amd tail, is Back ; the back and rump,
an ash colonr; the wings are Wack, eiled with liglhe
ash; the inner tips of the two exterior tail feathers,
are white ; three small spots of white border the eye ;
the throat and upper part of the breast is black, th
former steealied with white; the whele of the resi48
the breast, down as far as the thizhs, is of o dark
orange ; belly and vent, white, slightly waved with
dusky ash; lezs, dark lrown; claws, Black and ST,
The mame of this bird bespeaks hima bind of passage,
as are all the different specics of thrnshes we have ;
but the one we are now describing being more unsetthed,
and continpally roving abont from one region to another,
during fill and winter, seems particulady entitled to
the appellation.  Searce 2 winter pusses but innu-
merable thousands of them are seen in the low er parts
of the whole Atlantic States, from New Hampshire to

Carolina, partieularly in the neighbourhood of our :
towns; and, from the circomstance of their leaving,
during that scason, the r:m:mh'],' to the northwest ol

the great range of the Alleghany, from Maryland north-
ward, it would appear, that they not only migrate from
north to south, but feom west to cast, 1o aveid the d('#
suows that generally prevail on these high regions B
at least four months in the vear,

The robin Luilds his nest, ofien on an apple tree,
plasters it in the inside with mud, and lays live eges of
a heautifil sea ereen. The eolours of the female are
maore of the light ash, less deepened with black ; and
the grange on the breast is much paler, and more broadly
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skirted with white, Their principal food is berries,
wormis, and caterpillacs.  OF the fiest he prefers those
of the sour gum (iyssa sylvatica.)  So fond are they
of gune-berrics, that wherever there is one of these trees

) Ynﬂ't'l'l'ii with fruir, and focks of rolans in the neish-

bourhood, the sportsman wesl only take lis stand near
it, Toadd, take i, anl fire ; one flock sueceeding sinother,
with lirel i|1|:r-1'r||||tiu11, almost the whole iy |r:|.' thix
method prodigions shanghter bas been nnle Aty
them with little fatigne,  When berries fuil, they dis.
perse themselves over the fichds, and along the fences,
in search of worms and other insects. Sometinies they
will disappear for a week or twe, and return again in
greater numbers than before 3 at which tooe the cities
pour out their sportsmen by seores, aud the markets
e plentifully supplicd with them at a cheap rate.  In
January, 1807, two vounr men, in one excarsion after

I them, shot thirty dozen,  In the midst of such dovasta-
tion, which continued many weeks, and, by accouuts,
extended from Massachnsetts to Mavyland, some humane
person took advantage of a circumstance common to

these birds in winter, to stop the general slaughier,

The fruit called poke-berries { phytolocea decandria,
L'ulll.j is o favourite refrist with the rolin, after 1h.1:..-

are mellowed by the frost.  The juice of the berries is

of a beautiful crim=on, and they are eaten in such
quantitics by these birds, that thewr whole stomachs are
strongly tinged with the same ved colour. A prerprraph
appeared in the public papers, intimating, that frem

the srout quantities of these berries which the robing

had fed on, they had bevome wnwlolesome, aud even
1iilllgi‘l'4r!i‘~ fond 3 annd 1 hat several plersons endd suflfiered

v vating of them,  The strange appeavance of the
Bowels of the hirds seemed to eorvolorate this necount.

The demind for,and use of thew, coased almost instantly ;

andl motives of self-proservation produced at onee whiat

all the pleadings of humanity could not cffect.* When

Governor Drayton, in his Fiew of Suwth Caroline, p. 86,
observes, el * the robins ju winter deveur the berries of the
¥OL, L 1t
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fat, they are in considerable esteem for the table, and
probably not iuferior to the fwedi of the ancients,
which they bestowed so much patus o in feeding and
fattewing.  The young birds are frequently and casily
rudsed, bear the confivement of the eage, foed on brcad,
fruits, &eo st well, readily learn to imifate parts ui'r
tunes, aml are very pleasant and eheerful domestics. Tn
these 1 lave always observed that the oranee on the
breast s of o mueh deeper ting, often a dark mahogany
or chestunt colour, owing, no doubt, to their food and
confinement,

The robin is one of our earliest songsters ; even in
Mareh, while snow yet dapples the Gields, and llocks of
them are dispersed about; some few will mount a
post or stake of the fenee, and make short and frequent
attempts at their song.  Early in April, they are onlg
to b seen in pairs, and deliver their noles with sreat
carnestness, from the top of some tree detached from 1
the woods. This song has some resemblinee to, and
indeed = no bad imitation of, the notes of the thrush
or thrasher (ferdus rufus); bat, if defivient in point of
execution, he possesses more simplicity, and makes up
in zeal what he wants in talent ; so that the notes of
the rolin, in spring, are universally konown, and as
aniversally beloved, They are, as it were, the prelude
to the grand reneral concert that is about to burst upon
nz from wondls, fields, and thickets, whitened with
blossoms, and breathing fragrance, By the usual asso-
ciation of ideas, we therefore listen with more pleasure
to this cheerful hird, than to many others possessed of
far superior powers, and much greater variety. Even
his nest is held more sacred among schoolboys than
that of some others; and, while they will exult i
plundering a jay"s or a eat bird's, o general sentiment of
respect prevails on the discovery of a robin’s, Whether
he owes not some little of this veneration to the well

head tree {melia ozederaeh) in suchi large suantitics, that, afier
eating of them, they are oleerved to fall dowa, and are readily taken.
This is ascribed more o distension from abundant eating than from
amy deleterions qualities of the plan,™
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known and long estalilished chavacter of his nateske
1 Britsin, |r:\' a ke association of ideas, [ will not
1111-[r411| to ulq*l:q'ntin-‘, |I|" ||n|h:3.|,".-:_\|*1 H Y _gmul llql.'ll l.lf |Ii>—
syavity of munners 3 awd almost always seeks shelter
fur Dis yornug e summer, and subsistence for himseld
i thee extremes of winter, near the habitations  of
B,

The robin inlabits the whole of North America, from
Huslzon's Day to Nootka Soumd, ad as e south as
Georgia, thoneh they rarely breed on this side the
mountaing frther south than Vieginie,  Mr Forster
savs, that about the beginning of May they make their
appearanee in paics at the settlements of Hudson's Bay,
at Severn river ; and what is very remarkalile, if corvect,
that, at Maoose Fort, they build, Liv, and hatch, in four-

een days ! But that at the former place, four degrees
more worth, they are said to take twenty-six diys
I Phil. Trans, lxi, 899, They are also common in

Xewloundland, quitting these northern pavts in October.
The young, during the first season, are spotted with

' white on the Lreast, amd, at that time, have a good deal
I of resemblance to the fieldfare of Europe,
M Hearne informs us, that the red-breasted thrushes

are commonly called, at Hudson's Bay, the red birds;
by some, the blackbirds, on acconnt of their nate ; anil
v others, the American feldfares,— that they make
their appearance at Churchill viver abont the middle of
May, aud migrate to the south early in the fall.  They
are seldom seen there bot in pairs ; and are never Killed
for their Qesh, except by the Indian boys.*

several authors have asserted, that the red-hreasted
thrush cannot brook the confinement of the eaze, and
never sings in that state.  But, exeept the mocking
bird, (twrdus polyglottes,) | koow of no mative bird
which is so frequently domesticated, agrees better with
confinement, or sings in that state more agreeably than
the robin.  They generally sufler severely in monlting
time ; vet often live to aconsiderable age, A lady, who

* Jowrney fo the Northera Ceean, p, 418, quareo.  Lond. 15500,
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"

resiles near rvtown, on the banks of the Hudson,
intirmed me, that “|Il' rinrsed and I'LI""T one of these birds
for seventeen years ;. which sung as well, and looked
s sprightly, at that age as ever; bt was at List unlor-
tumately desteoved by @ eaf. The morning is their
favourite time for song. Do passing through the sireets
of our ||Ir'-|' cities, i ""'Il'l'uLll. in the mouths of .-\.irl'i!
anl “H. a little r Llnhn lesmris
whicl wsually prevails without at that howr, will euahle
you to distinrnish EVery liotge whore ope of these
songsters resides, as he mwakes it theo ring W ith his
THTTEN TN

Not I-III|1| the p!unt are of the rolin, as of many other
rds, is ﬂll*ll'r.r to slight periodical ch s of 1_4_||_|1||r
biat even the logs, feet, and Lills the Ll.irl'l' in the male,
being frequently fouml tipt and vidged for half its I--nrri_
with M-IPL I the depth of winter their plumage is
“‘l‘lH"l’.t”L best 3 at which time the full grown bird ‘
appears i lis Jl1rh[. prerfoct dross,

k, the weneral

Bl TURDLE AYFUS, LINNAUS AND WILSOK,
FERRUCINOUS THRLUSH.

WILSON, PLATE XIV, FIG. |

Tuts b= the brown thensh, or theasher of the middle
and vastorn States; and the French mocking Lird @ of
Maryland, Virginia, and the Carolinas. It is the largrest
of all onr thrushes, and is o well known and very
distinguished songster,  About the middle, or 20th of
April, or ge ll1‘l~t|h’ aliond !||: time the cherry trees
begin to Llossom, he areives in Pe nnsyvivania el from
the tops of our hedseraws, \|u-.:|j'h-1 apple or cherry
trees, L salutes the 1|J||-|||||u- |||.“n|n|.- with liis o Fh”“"“_rr
so, which is loud, emphatical, and full of variety, ;"|.l
that serens Imur, 1ol may |=|.|m]1. l||w-1||1"|||-h his voice
full balf o wile off. These notes are ot imitative, os

* Sev article Mockieg Bird, for the suppossl origin of thee pane.




. bt seem solely his own ; and hiave considerabla resiT-
blanee to the notes of the somgr thirush ( forofus REAiCHs)
of Britain.  Early in May he buills lis nest, clioosing
a thorn bosh, low vedar, thicket of Lricrs, doar v
NIflEil_l_l;’, or cluster of vines, for its situation, rencrally
within o few feet of the groumd,  Outwardly, it is
constructed of small sticks ; theu layers of dry leaves,
and, lastly, lined with fine filbroos roote: bk withont

l *any plaster.  The exes are five, thickly sprinkled with
ferruginous mrams, on o very prele Bluish grownd, They
generally have two brood i a season.  Like all Livds
hat build vear the ground, he shews great anxiety for
safety of his nest and vouner, and often attacks the
ack snake in their defence; generally, too,. with
swecess, his strenath beine sreater, and his bill stronger
and more powerful, than any other of his tribe within
the United States, His food rousists of worins, which he
seratehes from the ground, caterpillirs, and many linds
of berries,  Beetles, and the whole race of coleopterons
insects, wherever he can meet with them, are sure to
suffer.  He is accused, by some people, of seratching up
the hills of Indian corn, in planting time ; this may be
artly true; but, for every grain of maize he pilfers,

am persnaded, he destrovs five hundeed  insects ;
wrticularly a Lirge divty-coloured gral, with a black
il“‘a‘“l. which 1s more pernicions. to the corn, and other
grain and vegetaliles, than nine-tenths of the whole
feathered race.  He is an active visorous bird, flies
;"1.'“1‘1’-'4!1}' law, from one thicket to another, with lis
long broad tail spread like a fan; is often seen about
brier and Lramble Lashes, alons fenees s and bas a singrle
ot or chiack, whea you approach his nest.  In Peun-
sylvania, they are numerous, but never fly in Hocks,
About the mulddle of September, or as soon as they have
well recoversd from moulting, in which they suffer
severely, they disappear foe the seasun.  In passing
throwsli the southern parts of Virginn, and sonth ag
far as Gieorgia, in the depth of winter, | found them
lingering in sheltered situations, particularly on the

p—
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bis name wonld import, aud a2 some peaple belicve,

2

i
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border of swamps and rvivers.  On the first of B
they were in full song round the commons at Savanuah,
as il =1 r.|||||.:|:|1r T 1_11|_|1h 1 the moe 1~III" |HH.1 thint 111-'|'I'It it

of feathered musweans. ™
The thrasher is a welcome visitant in spring, to
every lover of rural sceuery and rural =ong In the

months of April and May, when our woods, hedzerows,

orchards, and cherey trees, are one profusion of blossoms,

W I|. L EVery 1-1-1m't “arounid conveys the sweet sensadion

ul |.:-, h and heaven's alundance i3, as it were, show ering -
aronud us, the orateful heart beats in unison with 1tur
varying elovated strains of this excellent bird ; we
listen to its notes with a kind of devotional ecstasy,

a morning hymn to the great and most adorable C n‘n{nr
of all, The human being who, amidst such seenes, and
in such seasons of rural serenity and delight, can pagy
them with eold indifference, amd even contempt, 1
sineerely pity 3 for abject mmnst that heart be, and
callous thase lings, nnd depraved that taste, w hich
peither the charms of nature, nor the melody uf inno-
ceniee, nor the voice of eratitude or devotion ean reiel,

This bird inhabits North America, from Canada to 1
the point of Florida. They are casily rveared, and
lecome very fumiliar when Lrpt in cares 3 aml tlmllﬂh '|

this i= rarely dume, yet I hiave known a few instanees
wlu e they sune in ‘confinement with as mach CTETEY
as in their native woods. They ought frequently to
have carth and gravel thrown in to them, and have
1;1;-1111 of water to bathe in,

The ferruginous the ush 1% eleven inches nml a half
fone, and thirteen in extent 3 the whole dpper p
are of a bright reddish brown; wings, crossed with
two bars of white, relieved with black ; tips and ey
vanes of the wings, dusky ; tail, very 1rm|: ronnded af
thie end, Lroad, "||:|_r]_ of |]|1~ same 'I‘t'lllll\]] birown as the
back ; whole lower parts, yellowish white ; the breast,
and s.uEn ander the wings, beautifully marloed with
Lo i|.|r|_||hl|:| sprts of Dlac L, runing in chains; chin,
white; bill, very long and stout, not notched, the
upper mandible “overhanging the lower a little, aud
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heset with strome beistles ar the base, bl above, aml
whiti=h Gelow, neae the base ;. lems, vemaliably stron,

aml of adusky elay colowr; iris of the ove, brilliand
pellow.  The fowale may be distingnished frome the

, wale by the white on the wine being much narrower,
and the spots on the breast less.  In other respects,

their plumage i< nearly alike,

Concerning the somacity and reasoning faenlty of

this bird, wy venerable frend Mre Dortrom wirttes me

. as wllows :—* 1 remember to lave reared one of these
birds from the nest 3 wlieh, when fall svown, becamie
very tume and doeile. 1 frequently let Tim ont of his
vame 1o mive lim a taste of Tibe rty 3 after uttering amd
dusting himself in dey sand and carth, and ||.ll]1t!|'|ﬂ
washing, aud dressine himself, be would proceed to
unt inscets, such as beotles, erickets, and other shelly
tribies; but, being very foud of wasps, after eatching
them, and knocking thém about 1o break their w ings, b

W ullld lax them dow i, then examing if they had a sting,

and, with his Lill, squeeze the abdemen (o clear it of

i the reservoir of poison, before e would swallow his
: prey.  When in his eaze, being very fond of dry erusts
I of bread, if, upon trial, the cor ners of the crumbs wre
b too hard and <he arp for his throat, he would throw them
up, carry, and put them in his water dish to =often

then take them out and swallow them. DMany other
remarkable eirenmstanees mizht be memtiomsd that

wonbl fully demonstrate Genlties of wednd; not only
inmate, luf a spuiredl idens, (derived from necessity in a

state of domestication,) which we eall |1|L:Iq-mt1nll|1|w

amd know ||'IJ HLy We see that this bird could .!ﬂ.ﬁui:].“l"'

those idess, arrange and apply them in a rtional
manner, aecording to circomstances,  Forinstance, if

lie kpew that it was the hard sharp corners of the

crumb of bread that burt his gullet, and prevented fim

from swallowing it, and that water would soften, anid

render it easy to be swallowed, this knowledse must

be acquired by ebservation and experienee ; or some

other bird taught him.  Here the bird pereeived, Ly
the effect, the cause, and then ook the quickest, the
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most effectual, and arreeable methed to remove that
canse.  What conlid the wisest man have done botter 2
Call it redason, or nstinet, it is the same tlat o sensible
mean would luve dooe o this case,

“ After the same manner this bird veasoned with
respect to the Wi, He fuonnd, by experience and
ob=arvation, that the fivst b at ri‘llljlrl'll 1 =willow hiart
his l|||'|:|.'|.T.| anil rave him extreme i § :|_I:|1i* L
examination, observed that the leTr|l||;||'|;:|.' of the abdo-
men was armed with o poisonens sting ; and, after this
dizcovery, never attempted to swallow @ wasp until he
fizst pinched his abdomen to the extremity, forcing out
the sting, with the reeeptacle of poison.”

It is certainly a circomstance bighly honourable to
the charaerer of birds, and corroborative of the fure-
groing sentiments, that those who have paidd the mos
minute attention to their manners, aee witormly theis
advocates aud admirers. @ He muost,” said a wentlenmn
to me the ether day, when speaking of another person,
— % He must bea _‘_fI}IHJ mian ; for those who have Iun.r_.r
Iemown him, and wre wost intimate with liim, respect
him greatly, aud always speale well of him,”

M. TURDUS SOLITARIVS, WILSON, — PULDES NINOR, GMELIN,
HERMIT TIHRUSI.

WILSEN, FLATE XLITE ¥ig .

Tur dark solitary came and mivrtle swamps of the
southern States are the Bvourite native hannts of this
silent awl recluse species; aml the more deep amd
glovmy these are, the more certain we are to meet
with this bied flitting among them.  This is the species
mentioned, while treating of the wood thrush, as having
been Grured and deseriled, more than Gty VIS o,
by Edwards, from a dried specimen sent him by my
friend Me VWilliam Barteam, under the supposition that
it was the wood thrush, (ferdis melodes.) It is, how-
Ve, ruuah!u-mh]_l.' liss, very dir‘li.1rn-|||:l_-,' marked, and

3
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altozether destitute of the elear voice and musical

powers of that charming minstrel, 1t also difleer=, in

remaining in the southern States during the whale

year; w hereas the wood thrush does not winter even

| Georsin ;s nor arrives within the senthern boundary
of that State wutil some tine in April.

The hermit theush is rarely seen i Pennsylvania,
uniess for o fow weeks in sprimg, and late o the fall,
lome after the wood thrush has left us, and  when
- searcely o summer bivd remains in the wooils, I hoth
seasons it is mute, having only, in sprivg, an occasional
squeak, like that of o young stray chicken,  Alowg the
Atlantic coast, in New Jersey, [i:v_'r remuin lonrer anil
Later, as 1 have observed them there late in November,
u the cane swamps of the Chactaw naticn, they wers

quent in the mouth of May, on the 12th of which |
extmined one of their nests on a horigontal branch,
immedintely over the path. The female was sitting,
and left it with zreat reluctance, so that 1 had I-IL'ilt‘]E
luid my hand on her before she flew. The nest was
fixed on the upper part of the body of the branch, and
constrneted with great neatness 3 but without muil or

[:i:—“‘l‘. contrary 1o the eustom of the wooid thrush.
The outside was |_'n|||]m5|_ll.i of a considerabile l|||:l'||th_'-"
of conrse rooty grass, intermixed with horse hair, and
lined with afine, greco colonred, thread-like grass, per-
fectly dry, lnad o ireularly, with particalar neatness, e
pargrs were four, of a pale areenish blue, marked with
specks and blotehes of olive, p:urliu'uhlrl_r at the rreat
end. 1 alsn olserved this bied on the banks of the
Cumberland river in April.  Dis food cousists ehielly of
berries, of which these low swamps furuish a perpetual
undance, such as those of the helly, myrtle, gall
ush, (a species of vaceiniom,) yapon shruly, and many
wthers,

A saperdicial observer would instantly pronounce
this to be only a variety of the wood thrush; but,
taking into con=ideration its difference of size, tolour,
manners, want of song, secluded haliits, differently
formed nest, and :.iwttu_-ul g, all unlike those of the
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tormer, with which it never associates; it is impossible
ot o conclde it to be a distinet and separate species,
however siear it may approach to that of the former.
Its food, and the country it inhabits, for half the year,
Leing the same, ueither could have produced the
differences ; al we must believe it to ]iw now, what i
ever has, and ever will be, a distinet connecting lin
i the great chain of this part of animated wature: all
the sublime reasoning of certain theoretical closet
philosoplicrs to the contrary notwithstanding.

Length of the hermit thrush, seven inches; extent,
ten inches and a half; wpper parts, plain deep olive
brown; lower, dull white; upper part of the breast
and throat, dull ercam colour, decpest wheve the
plumage fulls over the shoulders of the wing, s
marked with lwee dark brown pointed spots ; e
feathers, and line over the eye, cream, the former
mottled with olive; edres of fhe wines, lizhter, tips,
dusky; tail coverts nnd tail, 'lurlining' to a reddish fox
colour. In the wood thrush, these parts incline to
greenish olive, Tail, slizhtly forked ; loss, dushky ; bill,
Ik above and at the tip, whitish below ; iris, black,
and very full ; ehin, whirish, |

The female differs very hittle,—clicfly in leins
generally darker in the tints, and having the =puts on
the breast larger and more dusky.

. TUNDUT WILEON T, BONAP, — TUADUS NUSTELIXES, Wils.
WILEON S THNATSIL, — TAWS Y THEUSIL

WAL=, PLATE SLATL PG, 111

Tuees _u]m_-i--s nmiankes its appeEaranee i PI."I'II.I\J.'IH.':IIii:I.
from the =souil, regularly about the beginwing of Maj
stays with us a week or two, and passes on 1o the nort
and to the high mountainous districts to breed, 1t has
ma sone, hut a !-'hru'll. chucle, About the 20ih of :'I.!u_-,-
I met with unmbers of them i the Gireat Pine SWILIH,
near Pocano; and on the 2565 of September, in the same
year, T sliot several of them in the veishbourbood of
Mr Bartram®s place. 1 have examined many of these
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birds in spring, and alse on their retoen in fill, and
found  very little difference amone themw between the
male and female.  In some specimens the wing-coverts
were brownish yellow ; these appeared to be young
firds. I have no doult bot they breed in the northern
high districts of the Lmted States; bat [ have not
you been able to discover their nesis,

The tawny thrush s ten imches long, and twelve
inches in extent ; the whale npper parts are & uniform
- tawuy brown; the lower ports, white; sides of the
bireast, and nuder the wings, slightly tingeed witl®ash ;
chin, white; throat, and ||.]1]u'-i' ]}u.l.r!.f, of the breast,
eream colonred, and marked with pointed spots of
Lrow lores, pale ash, or buish white; cheeks, dusky
tail, nearly even at the end, the shafis of nlll,,
‘wll as those of the wing quills, confinued a little
bevond their webs; Lill, black above amd at the point,
Below at the base, lesh colonred ; corners of the mouth,
vellow ; eve, large and dark, surronnded with a white
ring; legs, long, slender, and pale brown,

I Theugh 1 have given this bird the same name that
Mr Pevnant has applied to one of our thrushes, it muost
not b considered a3 the same 3 the bird which he bas
denominated the tiwny thrush being evidently, from its
sige, markings, &e. the wood thrush, already deseribed.

No description of this bird has, to my knowledze,

appeared in asy former pulblication,

GENUS XXL =SYLILL, Larna

SUHGERUS I, ==SFLFL,

N6, STLFLS AU ROCAPIEL A BORAVANTE. — TUADES 4EROCAFIEESY,
W1LAG .
COLODFX=-CROWYXED THHEUSIL
WILAE, PLATE %08, el 11

Tuoven the epithet solden-crowned is not very suit-
able for this Sird,—that part of the head being rather of
a brownish orange, —yet, (o avold confusion, 1 have
retained ir.
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This is also a migratory species, arriving in Pennsyl-
vania late in April, and Teaving us again late in Sope
tember. It is altogether an inbabitant of the woods,
runs along the sround like a lark, and even alonier the
horizoutal branches, frequently movinge its tail o the
manner of the wagtails, 1t bas o song; but g shrdll,
emergetic twitter, formed by the rapid reiteration of twa
notes, peeke, peche, peche, for a quarter of & minute at
a time. It builds o song, somewhat simealar uest, on
the ground, in the woods, generally on o declivity -
facin® the south, This is formed of leaves and dry
grass, and lined with bair. Though sunk below the
surface, it is arched over, and only o small hole left for
entrance ; the egps are four, sometimes five, white,
ircerularly spotted with reddish brown, chielly near
the great end.  When alarmed, it escapes from th
nest with great silence and rapidity, ronning along the
sroumd like & mouse, as i aid to tread too heavily
on the leaves: if you stop to examine its nest, it also
stops, droops its wimes, utters, and tombles alomg, as
if hardly able to crawl, looking back now and then to
see whether you are taking notice of ir.  1If vou slowly
follow, it leads you hfty or sixty yards off, in o direct
line from its vest, seeming at every mlvanee to be
gaininge [resh strensth ; amd when it thinks it has
decoved vou to a sulficient distance, it suddenly wheels

ofl and I]:‘il]lpi'ill“. This kind of deception is practised
by many other species of bivds that build on e groand ;
and is sometimes s ;41]!‘11"!.!.' ||1_~rr'urm.m| s urrlmuy Lix
hove the desired effect of securing the safety of its nest

and youmr,

Tﬁi-ﬂ is one of those birds frequently selected by the
cowpen buuting to be the foster parent of ils young,
T the nest of this bird the cow 1Iai|':t deposit its e,
and leaves the result to the merey and management of
the thrush, who generally performs the part of o faithful
and affectionate nurse o the fomndling.

The solden-crowned thrush is six inches long, and
nine in extent; the whale wpper parts, I"M'i'rl the
erown and lind head, are o rit']]L yellow olive; the tips
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of the wings, and inner vioes of the quills, are dusky
brown ; from the nestrils, o black st rp passes to the
Bind head on each side, between wineh lies & bed of
brownish ornge; the sides of the nock are whitish

e whole lower parts, white, exvept the breast, which
it handzomely marked with pointed spots of black, or
deep brown,us in the fizure; ronnd the CYVE IS 1 narrow
ring of yellowish white; logs, pale flosh colour; hill,
dusky above, whitish below, The female hax the
orange on the crown 1'II-||-|i||i||':||JI}' ]_|.|||l|."_

Thiz bird mizht with propriety be mnced with the
wagtails, its notes, manners, and habit of building on the
groumd being similar to these, It usually batches twies
it the seasou; feeds on small buers, and the larvie of
ibsects, which it chielly sathers from the sround, Tt
iry renerally diffused over the United States, agd
winlers in Jawasea, Hispaniola, and other islands of
the West Tudies,

B3, sriria NOFEBORACENSIS, LATIHAM, —TURDIS AQUATICDS,
WILSON.

WATER THIL I

WILEGN, PLATE XKL 114, V.

Tates bird is remarkalile for its partiality to brooks,
rivers, shores, ponds, and streams of water; wailing in
the shallows in search of aquatic insects, wagging the
tail almost continually, chattering as it fles, —and, in
short, possisses many stroug traits aml halits of the
water wastatl, It 13 alsa 1-_u-.~--4]i|.-_rj_-|.- ""I', : q],|r|:in;5
away on the Jeast attempt te approach i, and |,|1|1-r'|:|:|_1_'5
,;.lt:nurp chip repeatedly, as if greatly alanmed,  Among
e monntain streams in the state of Tenneser, 1 found
a variety of this bied pretty numerous, with less of a
bright vellow colour; in ofler respects it differed not
from the rest,  About the |u-}_ri|m|'|lg of May it passes
through ]'{'lltl\_‘l-‘l'l-‘:lhi.‘l. to the north; is geen alone the
chanmels of aur solitary streams for ten or twelve davs:
afterwards disappears until August, It is proly
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that it Treeds in the hisher mountainous districts eyen
of this state, as do many other of onr spring visitunts
that regularly pass 4 w ook or two with us in the lower
parts, and then retire to the mountains and nland

forests to Lreed. I
But Penusylvania is not the favonrite resort of th:
species, The cane brakes, swamps, river shores, anil
deep watery solitudes of Lowisiana, Tennesee, and the
Mississippi territory, possess them in abunidanee ; there
they are eminently diztinguished by the londuess, sweet-
wess, aud expressive vivacity of their notes, which bagin
very hieh and clear, falling with an almost impereeptible
gradation till they are scarcely articulated. At these
timees the musician is perched on the middle branches
of a tree over the brook or viver bank, pouring oyt
his charmine melody, that may be distinctly I
for nearly half a mile. The voice of this little b
appeared to me 50 exquisitely sweet and expressive,
that 1 was never tired of listening to it, while traversing
the deep shaded hollows of those cane brakes where it
nsually resorts, 1 lave never yet met with its nost.
The water thrush is six inches long, and nine and a
half in extent ; the whole upper parts are of & uniform
and very dark olive, with a line of white extending over
the eye, and along the sides of the neck ; the lower
parts are white, tinged with yellow ochive; the whole
breast and sides are marked with pointed spots or
streaks of black or deep brown; bill, dusky ‘Irmwn:
lers, flesh eoloured ; tail, nearly oven; i, Formed
almost’ exactly like the solden-crowned thrush jost
deseribed ; amd except in frequenting the water, mnch
vesembling it in manners,  Male and female nearly

alile, ]

5, SULVEA PIRENS, LATITAM AND WILsOX.

BLATK-THROATED CREFN WALHLER.
W08, PLATE XVIE Fd, 1

Tuis is one of those trmpsient visitors that pass
thirongh Pennsylvania, in the Iatter purt of April and

i
?
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boginning of May, on their way o the north to breed.
It generally fequents the hizh branches and Taps of
trees, in the woods, in search of the fareae of fusects
that prey on the opening buds. 1t has o few sineular
irrnping notes; wnd is very lively and active. About
e 10th of May it disappears. It s varely observed on
s return o the Gall, which may probably be owing to
the searcity of its proper food at that season obligine
it to pass with greater haste ; or to the folinge, which
. prevents it amd other passengers from being so easily
observed.  Somie few of these bivds, liowover, remdait
all summer in Peonsylvania, having mysell shot three
this season, [1809)] in the month of Jane ; but 1 have
never yot seen their nest.
This speeies is four fnches and three quarters long,
seven broad; the whele back, erown, and hind
head, is of a rich vellowish sreen; front, checks, sides
of the breast, and line over the eye, yellow ; chin and
ﬂ'll'{h"l.l', black ; sides, undor the 11'&11;_4;' _\;lprpthtd with
blagk ; bLelly amd veot, white; wings, dusky blagk,
marked with two white bars; bill, black; lees and
feet, brownish yellow ; tail, dosky, edged with light
ash; the three exterior feathers spotted on their inner
webs with white. The female is distinenished by having
o black on the throat.

M SULiEd CORONATA, LATHAM AXD WILS0X.
YELLOW=ILUME WALRLETL.

WILSON, PLATLE XVIL FIL IV — ok MU ER 0HlEA.

Ix this beautiful litthe species we have another instance
ckthe mistakes ocensioned by the change of eolour to
whhich many of our birds are sulject,  In the present
eaze this change is both progressive and periodical,
The young birds of the Girst season are of @ lrown olive
ubove, which continnes until the month of Felirnary
and March; about which time it gradually  elanges
it a fine slate colonr,  About the middle of April this
change is completed. I have shot thew in all their

A




with the hand 3 bt that on the r|.|.11||ll 1= =l vivid ; the
spotz of black on the cheele ave then alse obsoure
The difterence of appearanes, however, is so great, th
wie meed searcely wonder that foreiguers, who have
no opportunity of eximining the progress of these varin-

tionz, should leave concluded them to be two distinet
EPECTes,

This bird s also o passenger through Pennsylvania.
Early in Oetaber he aveives from the noerth, in his
olive dress, aml frequents the cedar trees, devouring
the berries with great avidity., He remainz with us
three or four weeks, amd is very numerons wherey
there are trees of the red cedar covered with hpr;*
He leaves us for the south, and spends the wintor
season among  the myetle AW of Virginia, the
Carolinas, awl Georgin,  The lwrries of the myrice
cerifera, both the large
cular favourites. O th

123 SYLVIA CORONATA.

gradations of change. While in their brown olive
dress, the vellow on tlie sides of the breast and crown
iz searcely observable, unless the featlers be parted’

I dwart Kind, are hiz parti-
e oof the Latter 1 found him
fewding, in sreat wumbers, near the sea shore, i the
district of Maine, in Octobor ;. and throneh the whole
of the lower parts of the Carolings, wherever the myrtles
mrew, these Dirds were numerons, skipping about, with
banging wings, among the hushes,  In those parts of
the countey, they are generally known by the name of
myrtle lirds,  Howid Savanuah, and bevond it as far
as the Alatamaba, | found him equally numerons, as
late as the middle of March, when his chanee of colour

had considerably progressed to the slate hue. M ‘

Abbiod, wlio b5 well acipiainted with this cliange, assured
me, that they attain this rich slate colonr fully befogg
their 1{|-||.|.rr (e !|II‘I1I'I\.'I whieh 1= absoet the tu\.l, :;'
Mareh, and to the [0th of .-tpril, About the widdle or
20th of the same wonth, they appear in Poonsylvania,
in fall dress; aol after continming to be seen, for a
week or ten days, shipping among the high branches
and tops of the trees, afler those Lirvie that feed on the
opening buds, they disappear until the next October,




species, and always associate togrethor in considerble

arileors, oth in spring, winter, and fall,

Y This species is Bve inclies and o half Tong, and eizht

nches broad ; whole back, tail-coverts, anid hind licad,
a fine slate colowr, streaked with back ; crow n, sidos
of the breast, awl rimp, vich vellow ; wings and tail,
black ; the former erossed with two bars of white, the
thiree extevior feathers of the latter spotted with white;
cheeks and frout, Mack ; chin, line over sod nader (e
eye, white; breast, Heht slare, streaked with Maclk
extending under the wings; Lelly awd vent, white, the
gatier spotted with black ; bills and less, bl; This
the spring and smmer dross of the male : that of
e feniale of the saue seison differs bat Little, chivily
e the colowrs beine less vivid, and not so strongly
marked with a tincture of brownish on the back,

In the montl of October the slate colour kas changred
to a brownish olive; the streaks of black are also
cousiderabily Leown, and the white is stained with the
game colour; the tail-coverts, however, still rotain their
sluty hue, the vellow on the erawn and sides of the
breist becomes nearly obliterated,  Their ouly node is
aLiind of ehip, oceasionally repeated,  Their motions

' are quick, wad ene can searcely over olserve them at
rest.

Thaugh the form of the Lill of this bind oblizes me
to avranze hime with the warblers, vet, in lis food aml
all biis muotions, he is decisively a fycatehor,

Quszain reenrring to the deseriptions in Pennant

‘{;T the “ vellowarump warbler,” = % wolden crowned

VELLOW-RUMP WARBLEL. 138

Whether they retive to the north, or to the hizh ranges
of our mountains to breed, like wany other of our
* passenimers, is vet uncertain, Tl VY oS

warbler,” + aond “ Laelfed wartbler," £ 1 am persnaded
that the whols three have been drawn from the [rresent
r BpreCles,
* deelic Zaligy, po 400, ¥o. 183,
'j" Thid, No. 204, b dde Nu, S06,
] VoL. IL. | i
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10, SYLPID CORONATL, LATIIANM ASD WiLsOm:
FELLOW=ILUSL WARKLER,
WILSOY, PLATE ALY, VG, 11 =WINTERL PLLYAGES

»

I sust vefer the reader to the last article for the
deseription of this bird in his perfect colonrs; the
present exhibiizs him in his winter ilress, as he arrives
to s, from the north, early in Beptember; the former
shows him in bis spring and summer dress, as he ts
us, from the sountly, about the 20th of March, These
birds renain with us, in Pennsy lvania, from Septemiber,
until the season beeomes severely cold, feeding on the
berries of the red cedar ; and, as Decomber's snows
come on, they retreat to the lower countries of !}*’
sonthern States, where, in Febrnary, 1 found them in
sreat wnmbers, among the wyrtles, feeding on i ‘
Lerries of thut sheal; from which cirenmstance, they
were nsially eallod, o that quarter, myvtle birds. Their
breedivng place T suspect to Ew 1 our northern districts,
among the swamps owd evergreens so abundant there,
hawving myself shot them in the Great Pine swimp
about the widdle of May.

They range along our whole Atlantic coast in winter,
geeming  particnlacly foud of the red cedar and the
mivetle 3 and T have fonud them numerens, in Uctaber,
on the low ishonls along the coast of New Jersey in the
same pursuit. They also dart after dies, wherever they
ean see them, menerally skipping about with the wings
loose,

Fengeth, five inches and a fquarter ; extent, eight
inches 3 wpper pacls and sides of the neck, a ds
monse brown, obscurely strealied on the back w
dusky Llack ; lower pars, pale dull vellawish white ;
lreast, marked with Gunt streaks of browwn; chin and
vent, white; rump, vivid vellow ; at each side of the
bireast, and nlso on the crovwn, a spot of Bintee yellow
this Liest not observable, without separating the plamagee ;
Lill, legs, and wings, black ; lesser coverts, tipt with




Male amd fomade, ot this season, wearly alike. They

i o change about the muddle of Felewary, and in
our or ive weeks are in theie slate-colowred lress,

1), srEris SPAGNOLIA, WITSONK. — 5 AJCCLOSE, LATIE
ELACK AXDG YELLOYW WARHLEWL.

TWELskS; PLATE XX, FIG. 1E —ALE

Tz bied 1 ficst met with on the banks of the Little
Yiami, near it junction with the Ohio. 1 alterwards
wil it amaone the maznolias, not G from fort Adims,
o the Mississippi. These two, both of which happened
to be males, are all the individuals Thave ever shot of this
species; from which Lam justified in coneluding it to
be o veey searce bird in the United States,  Mr Peale,
bowever, bas the merit of having been the fivst to dis-
cover this elesant \lh""il_‘ﬁ. which, he informs me, lie
found several yoars ago not many miles from Pliila-

delphin, . No notice has ever been taken of this bivd
by any Buropean natnrdist whose works T have ex-
amined.  [ts notes, or rather ehirpings, struock me as
very peenlior ani charaeteristic 3 but bave no clim to
the title of sonr, It kept constantly among the higher
branches, mud was very active and restless.

Lensth, fve inches; extent, seven inches and a hialf;
fromt, lures, and belind the ear, black : over the eye, o
fine Hue of white, and another small tonch of the same

_‘{ﬁnwlli:m'lr under ;. baek, nearly all blaek ; shonlders,
Minly strealoed with olive; rump, yellow ; tail-coverts,
jet black; duner vanes of the Literal tuil feathers,
white, to within half an ineh of the tip, where they are
Wack ; two middle ones, wholly black ; whaole lower
parts, vich yellow, spal tosel frinn the throat 111}‘!'!'|_|"|'|-'il|"||"
with Mack strealis; vent, white ; tail, slightly forked ;

wings, black, crossed with two broad transverse bars

= o g —
BLACK AXD YELLOW WARBLER. Iﬂl
beownish white ; tail coverts, slate; the thees exterior
Ctadl feathers, markoel on their inner vanes with v hite 3
o tonch of the same on the wp e and lower eviolil,
J




W2 SYEPrd REACKIURNTE, TATITAM AShH WILLOX. Y

HLATKEDRNIAN WARNLER,

WilsGN, PLATC X111, FiG. I

Tz is another scarce species in Pennsy lvania, makine
its appearance here about the beginning of May ; and
again in September on ils return, but is seldom scon
Lere during the middle of smmmer. Tt is an aclive,
silent bird, Inhbabits also the State of New York, from
whenee it was first seut to Eupope,  Mr Latham ba
numbered this as o variety of the yellow-tron
warhler, & very dilferent species,  The specimen see
to Europe, awd first deseribed by Pennant, appeirs also l
to have been a female, as the breast is said 10 Le yellow,
instead of the brilliant orange with which it 1z orma-
mented,  OF the nest and habits of this bind 1 can give
wo acconnt, as there i nol more than one or two of
these birds to be found here in a season, even with the
maost diligent search.

The Biackburnian warbler is four inches and a half
long, and seven in oxtent ; evown, black, divided by o
line of orange ; the black again bounded on the entside
by a stripe of rich orange pussing over the eve ; under
the eye, nsmall tonch of orange yellow ; whole throat
anil breust, rich fiery ornee, bounded by spats anel
streaks of black ; belly, dull yellow, also ¢ I'l':lLvI'l with
ack ¢ vent, white; back, black, skirted with ash ;
wings the same, macked with a large lateral spot
whine ; tail, slichtly forked ; the interior vanes of 1)
three exterior feathers, white 3 eheeks, black ; Lill and
legs, brown.  The female s yellow where the male is

orange ; the black streaks are also more obscure and
less mumerous, l

132 EYLYVIA BLACKBURNIAE.
of w I_Lil:u; crown, hne wsh; legs, browng Lill, black.
Markivgs of the female not kuown.
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CAPE MAY WAREBLEI. 1433
H g, sreerd AANITEAS, WILS0N. — CAPE MAY WALILER.
WILSON, FLATL LIV, FId. D ==L

Ties new and beawtifnl little species was discovered
fn o maple swamp, in Cape May county, not far from
the const, by Me Givarge Uril of this city, who accom-
pemied me on ashooting exenrsion to that fuarter in the

\ wonth of May Lust, [1811] Throngh the zeal and activity
of this rentleman I suceeeded in Provaring nEny rare
and elegant binds among the sea islands amd extensive
galt marshes that border that part of the Atlantic; aod
much interesting information velative to their nests,

girs, and particular habits, I lave alse at various
*{»:4 been fivonred with specimens of other birids from

T Ahe same friend, for all which I return my grateful

ackuowledrments.

The same swamgp that furnished us with this eleraut
little stranger, and indecd several miles around it, wern
ransacked by us both for another specimen of the same;
but without suceess.  Fortunately it proved to be a
male, and in execllent plumage,

Whether this be a summer resident in the lovwer
parts of New Jersev, or merely a transient passenger to
a more northern climate, 1 cannot with certainty deter-
mine.  The spring had been remackally cold, with
long and vielent vorthesst storms, and many winter
Birds, is well as passengers from the sonth, still lingered
in the woods as late as the 20th of May, gleani
small companies, among the opening s nnd fnlint
leave il skipping wimbly from twig to twiz, which

the case with the bird now Lefore ns when it was

"‘-ﬁm‘! olizerved,  OF its notes, or particular history, I am
equally uninformed,

The length of this species is five inchies and a half,
extent, cieht and o Balf; bl amd less, black @ whaole
upper part of the head, deep black ; line from the nostril
over the eye, chin, and sides of the neck, rich yellow;
ear feathers orange, which also tints the back part of
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the vellow line over the oye; ot the anterior anil (s
terior aiele of the eve i gosmall toweh of black § himd
e sl whale back, oo, ol tail-coverts, yellow
olive, thickly streaked with black § the upper exterior
edres of geveral of the sroater winr-roverts are ;|I1I°Y
white, forming s broad bae on the wing, the next
\||I||,l|_'j||-|' row Deinir also '|Ill1-|I“1. 1I!r1 with w il"i" risd
of the wing, dusky, luely edeed with diarck wlive yellow ;
throat nod whole breast, neh vellow, spreading also
alower the sides wnder the wings, ll.mﬁmhhh marked |
with =pots of black romning in ehains 3 belly and vent,
'|,'|~|I1|'.l.|-.]| 1.1.]||h-* tl:ll 1l|'|u'l| Illtl‘w!\."- lilsiels, l.'ll"i'l’]: with
1,.-L-]I-m olive, the Thrpr exterior foathers on each side
marked on their jvner vanes with a spot of wlite.

The vellow on the throat and sides of the neck reachesg
nearly round it, and is very bright, *

10 EVEPIA PARDAEIN A, DONATARTE.

XELCICAPA CAXARENXZIN; WITsDN: — CARNADA TLYCATONER.

WiksON, PLATE XXX0. FHD @1 —3LALE ]

Tuis i= a solitary, and, in the lower parts of Penn- .
s¥lvania, rather a e gpecios ;. being more numerons
in the ieterior, purticularly near the monntains, where
the ouly twa 1 ever met with, were shot,  They are
silent lards, ag far a5 1 conld olzerve ; anld were 1:l|=i|_}f
dartine: amons the branches alter insects. From the
specilic en them, it i« pralable that they are
mgpe plenty in Canada than in the United States ; where
i F-: rEuu!-H'lJ! wlether TEII"}-‘ 1|1- ol mere 11'.|='-\|:!|F.r{‘-r.~ i!1 [

spring and antumn,

Thi= specivs is four inehes and a ball long, aoud l'!"'l!t}--
in extent ; front, blick ; erown, dappled with smuall
strealis of prey el spots of Llack ; line from the nostril '1
to and sround the ey, vellow ; helow the eye, a streak
ar spat of hlack, discendinge .Llnmr thee sides of the throat,
which, as well as the bregst and be |.]'|.' i= herilliamt ¥ 1'”““'
the reast being marked with a Le and rounding band of




luzel.

ever baving met with the female of this bind, [ am

unable, af preesent, 1o sxy in what its colours differ from
these of the male,

105, SFEFEL MITRATA; LATH. — MUSCICAPE CUCULESITA; WILS0N.
NODDED FLYEATCIE R,

WILEDY, PLATE XANL Fid, 115 — MALI

Tt Wy those two judicions naturalists, Pennant and
A&(I:.Lm, shoulid have arcanged this bivd with the warhlors
i to me unacconntable, as few of the wwscicape are
maore distinetly markel than the species now betore us,
The Bl ix browd at the base, where it is beset with
biristles ; the wpper mandible, notehed, aud sliglily over-
hanging at the tip; and the mapuers of the bivd, in
every respect, thase of a flveatcher, This hlli'i_'i.{'s T
geldom seen in Pennsylvania mul the northern States
Tt throneh the whole extent of ¢onn Iy sonth of Mary-
land, from the Atlotic to the Mississippi, is very abun-
dant. It is, however, most pariial to low sitoations,
where there is plenty of thick underwood ; aliomls
gmone the canes in the State of Tennesee, and in the
Missiasippi tervitory § awild secms perpetually in pursuit
of winged insects; now and then utterving e lowd,
not nnmnsical, and veey lively notes, resembling fieee,
tieee, beitelie, while eogaged in the chase,  Like almost
all its trilie, it is full of spirit, and execedingly aetive.
=Rt builds a very neat anl compact nest, generally in the
fork of o small Lash, forms 1t outwardly of moss awd
flaz, or liroken hewp, and lines it with hair, and some-
times feathers; the eoes are five, of a gravish white,
with red spots towards the geeat end,  In all parts of
the United States, where it inhabits, it §5 o bied of
passage. At Savannah [ met with it about the 20th of

HOODED FLYCATCHER. 135

Ilaecls, compised of large ivvegular x1_1'~'.|k- § baels, w ij1,*,.'¥¢,
and tail, cinervons brown ; veut, white ; wpper mandilile,
©dusky, lower, Hesh colonred ; less amd e, the sume
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March; so that it prolally retives to the West India
islands, pol perhagps Mexico, durine winter. T also
beard tivis bivd among the fank reeds and rushes within -
nofew niles of the wowth of the Mississippi, 1t has
becn sometimes seen in the neirblourhomd of Phil
delplsi, bt ravely ¢ amd, on such oceasions, has all the
mute timidity of a strangor at o distaee from home,
This sprecies i+ five ivclies and a bali’ lone, and cight
i extent § forohead, cheeks, and olin, vellow, sur-
ronnded with o hood of black, that covers the Crown,
L Desd, and part of the neck, and deseends, ronnding,
over the breast; all the rest of the lower paris are rieh
yellow ; upper parts of the winzs, the tail, aud bael:,
yellow alive ; interior vanes, and tips of the v i ol
tail, dusloy 3 Bill, black ; lews, flesh eoloured ; inner webs
of the three exterior tail feathers, white for half ﬂ!uﬂ#
lengih from the tips: the nest, glizhitly tomchied with
white ; the tail slizhtly forked, and exteriorly edged ]
with rich vellow olive,
The female las the throat and breeast yellow, slightly
tinged with Wlaekish; the black does mot reach so fap
down the upper part of the neels, and i not of =0 ileep |
a tint, o the other parts of her plimage she exaetly
resemblos the male, | bave found some females that
Lad little or no Llack on the head or necl above: Lt
these | took to be young birds, not yet arvived at theie
full tints,

106, srered rexsie 5 LATH. — S1FEVrd PLATICOLLIS, WILS,
YELLOW=TIHROAT WARNLER,

WILSGY, FLATE X1l PG, VL

Tur: halbits of this ||1_-i'.11|i1'|||_ APeries mee et rm!_\'.i_-it[lnt}h
with the shope aud construetion of it< bill 3 the former
wonld rank it with the titmense, or with the CEE IR,
the battor is decisiv ely that of the warlder, The first
Oppnrinnity I bad of examini a liviwr elnm'i]]ll{‘_'!l of
this Bivd, was in the southern parts of Georgin, in the
mauth of Fﬂhn].‘ii’}'. Its notes, which wore Ilr4'11J." lowd
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and spivited, very much resewbled those of the indigo
birld, It comtinned o considersble time on the same

W |'|]|:|.|.' 1['!""'- |._'I'|'r"|'|i||'rl":Irllll.l“l 1|h' '||I'.|Il|'lu,-'\u..| ;|'|||| .I]'|u1||'ler tlll."
twigs, in the newmer of the tiimonse, uttering its song
\*h'-*r}' three or fonr minmtes,  On flving 1o another
Feey it frequently alighted on the body, aud ran nimbly

Yup or dovn, spivally and perpemlicolarly, in search of
insects. | had afterwands iy |rirlmrr|_|.|ri|i4,~-u ul m*ping
others of the sime .‘-|l|'|'il_'ﬁ, amd Fouud them all to cor-
responid in these partienlars. This was about the 241l
of February, and the fiest of their appewance there

b that spring, for they leave the United States about

three months during winter, and, conseiquently, mo to
Jio grent distance, I b been provieusly informed,
hat they also pass the snmmer in Viezioa, and inthe
ithern partz of Manyland; but they very rarely
coceed as far north as Peansylvania,

This species i= five inches and & hall in lensth, and
eight anil a half broad ; the whele back, Wind head and
runip, is 3 line light slate colonr ;3 the tail is somew hat

" forked, black, aml edwed with lighe slite; the wings

are silso bl the theee shortest secondaries, broadly
edaed with light bloe ; all the wing quills ave shizhily
edred with the same; the first row of wing-coverts are
1i|u anid edeed with white, the second, wholi}' white, or
nearly =0 the frontlet, ear feathers, lores, and above
the r'qlmph_-, are bk ; the line Letween the eve amld
nostril, whale thiraar, awd middle of the brease, brillinng
gu'lu]u_-n }'pliml.-; the lower q-:.'ph'ui, lime over the oy,
and spot behind the ear feathers, as well as the whaole
lower parts, are pure white ; the yellow on the throat
15 bordered with touches of Wack, whick also extend

o Lhe «'i||r_'_-s. wndier tlie wings; the bl i |:r|!:u'k; thae
E"::t and feet, yellowish brown; the claws, extremely
fine pointed 3 the tonsae raiher eavtilasinous, amd

lacwrated at the end.  The fenale has (he wings of a
divey brown, amd the whole colours, particularly the
yellow an the throat, woch duller ;. the young bicds of

the first season are without the vellow,



138 EVEVIA CASTANEA.

W0 SVLres cAsriNEn Wilins, HAV-RREASTED WALULER.

Wil My FLATE K1Y, IG5y

TH]-C VErY rarm L L s e 1||:'||I|:]1 |"|'I|||>'|.i'|'.'|ll.:|:r
about the of’ .1'||.|:|.', anid] moom l|i~.|}:i--'.||..=. It hias
iy of tl = of the titoense, and all vheir activity 3
h.;:!u_'ln_' s e ex treainties of e twoies, and da ri:iq_-_:
alwut from |||.||'|' tir |||.1u'|'~ with restless dilizenee, in
search of Varions kinds of the Lavie of insects. I
is never seen here in summer, anid very rarely on its
return, owing, noe doult, to the greater alundanee of
fx-!m---- at that timee, and to the silesee amd real seargity
of the species.  OF its vest amd eger, we are altogethe:
wnin fornmed.

The Leveeth of this bird is five inches, breadel, eleven (s
1]I!‘|'|n:|:T. L 1=t ;.||r| sifles unidey 'I'|||: Wines, '||'.|EL' i hl':‘-1|II.I:T.
or Liay £ !.lll'i'hl"'hli. -'|u.-1l-c‘ line over, sl hll‘llr titl'l.l!l"‘ll.
the eve, black ; crown, 1hm]1i|||-xh'.||1 3 lower parts, dull
wellowish white 3 hind head and lack, streaked with
black, en a gravish Lafl ground 3 wings, brownish
black, eross=el with two lars of white ; tl, forked,
brownish bock, edeed with ash, the three exterior
feathers morked with a spt o white on theie inner
edwres ;. behimd the eve 120 Liroad  aldonge spt aof
!"1-!||m izl white, The female has much less of the
||.|.}' colour on the | LM the blacl on the forehead is
alsn |.|'-:~'. andl of n brownish tind.  The ]l*u- anil fl.'rl. 1
both, are dark ash, the elaws, extremely sharp for
climbangr and bhapging 3 the bill s Black ; irides, hazel.

The arnithologists of Eurape takie no natice of this
gpircies, il ive prolably never met with it Jlulﬁ'f{i‘
it is s selidam seen in this part of Pennsylvaniog tha
fow even ol our own writers have mentioned it.

[ lately reecived o very neat deawing of this bipd,
done by a venng buly in Middleton, Cousseeticut, where
il =oeIs ..Ii‘:-li 1o e a rare -Jlm s,




Or this bird 1 can sive ot litle account, 1 is one
of those transicnt visitors that pass threngh Peansy l-
vanda in April awld Mav, on their way farther north to
brecd, During its stav here, which sohlom excceds a
woeek or ten days, it appears actively engged amoug
the openimg buds and voung leaves, inscarch of inserts;
has no =onze lue a feeble chirp, or twitter; anil 15 nol

numerons.  As it leaves us early in May, it prolubly
‘4&’:!'!{5 in Canada, or, perhaps, some parts of New
land 3 thoueh 1 have no certain knowledge of the
furr. In a whole day's excursion, it i= mire to meet
P with more than one or two of these bivds; thongh a
thouzand individuals of =ome .G'|'||‘|"il‘.*- Ny e secn in
the same time.  Perhaps they may be more numerons

on some other part of the contivent.

The lenath of this s.irl_'r;il's- iz five inches, the extent,
geven and threee quarters.  The front, line over the eye,
amd ear feathers, are pure white ; upper part of tho
Lead, brilliant vellow ; the loves, il space immeiliately
below, are marked with & trinngular patch of black ; the
baek and Lind head is steealed with gray, dosky, black,
and dubl yellon ; wings, Lliaele s prinmries, eidzed with
pale blue, the first and second row of coverts, leroaull
'Ii]rl. with ||;|_|.p :,,-.-||||u 1 seeondaries, |rﬂ1:lr]tl1|' l.‘ill;,"i'rk wit

t the same; tail, black, bandsomely forked, exteriorky
wed with ash; the inner wehs of the three exterior

pathers with cach n spot of white; from the extremity

of the Llack, at the lower mandille, on cach side, a
sireak of deep reddish ehestnug descends alonge the sides

of the neck, and under the wings, to the root of the tail;

the rest of the lower parts are poee white ; legs and

fowt, ush g Bill, black ; irides, hazel. The fomale has

the hind hepd much lighter, and the chestiat ou the

CHESTXUT-5IDED WAKDBLER. 139
- 1, SrLrid PEXNAVETANTC L, WILEO N, — SFEFTd [OTE ke K=
FHALL LATILAM,
; CHIATSUT=-5HER WALNL .
’ WILSIY, PLATE X7, FHL Y.
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sides ix considerably nareower, and ot of so deep a
tint,

Turton, aml some other writers, have Lestowed on -
this little bird the sinenlar epithet of “ bloody-sided,”
for which Lwas at n loss to know the reason, the coled
of that part being a plain chestunt 3 Gll, on {*_\:l:l'l'l'i.lﬁi:y
Mr Edwards's coloured lizure of this bivd in the pubilic!
librury of Philadelphia, T found ies side tinged with o
brilliant blood colour, Henee, I suppose, originated
the name !

109, STEFIA PHITADELPULY, WILSOX, —SOURNING WALLLTN.

WILSON, FLATID X1V, FMGL ¥L ‘

I nave aow the honour of introducine to the notic
of maturalists aml others, a very modest and neat Bl
species, which has bitherto eluded their vesearch, I
mest alzo add, with regret, that it is the only one of its
kind T have vet met with, It was shot in the early
part of June, on the border of a marsh, within a few :
miles of Philadelphin. 1t was flitting from one low
bush to another, very busy in search of inscets; and
had a sprizhtly and pleasant wirbling song, the novelty
of 'I-'I-'il:il.'];! first atteacied my attention. 1 have traversed
the same and many such places, every spring and
summer sinee, in expectation of arain mecting with
some individunl of the species, but without sneeess,

There are twao species men tioned liy Turton, towhich
the present has some resemblanee, viz, motacitfa nifrai,
or mitred warbler, aod w, evenllata, or homled warliler;

Loth birds of the United Staies, or, more properly, a
single bird; for they are the same species twice 'IL:P'

seribied, namely, the hooded warbler, ' The dilferencd®-
however, between that aud the present is so striking,
a4 1o determine this at aiee 1a be o very distinet species,
The singular appearance of the liead, neck, and breast,
sgrrested the name,

The mourning warller is five inches long, and seven
in extent; the whole back, wings, and tail, are of a



BLUD-EYED YELLOW WARKLEIL 141

l deep sreonish olives the tips of the wines, and the
Ceentre of the tal et s ex cpted, wliteh are brow nishi ;
the whole head iz aolull slate colour; the breast is
orupmeited with @ singular crcseent of alternate trans.
erse fes of pure slossv white, an very
b the rest of the lower paris are of a brillian vellow ;
he tail is rownded at the end 3 logs and feet, o pale esh
eolour: Bill, deep brownish black aboy ey lighter below ;
exe, lagel,

deep hlack

M0, SYErrd CITAINELEL, WILSO®, — £ ERTIFL, LATIAM,
LLVE=EVED YELLOW WA NNLER,

WILSN, FLATE XY, Pl v,

almost alw ays actively emploved among the lewves and
blossoms of the willows, snowball shreub, and poplars,
searching alter small green caterpillars, which ave its
priveipal food. It has a fow sheill notes, uttered with
emphasiz, but not deserving the vame of somg, It
arrives in Pennsvlvania about the Leginming of May,

L Tprs is a very common summer speeies, and appears
' and departs w

1 for the south about the widdle of
September.  According to Latham, it is numerons in
Guoianz, and is also found in Caonda, It iz a very
sprightly, unsuspicious, and familiare little bird ; i often

seen o and aboat ardens, among the blossoms of frait

trees and shrubberies ; and, on aecount of its calour, is

very unticeable,  Tts mest is built with greal neatness,
generally in the trinngular fork of a small shenb, wear

I or amoiye brier bushes.  Cutwardly it is composed of
__&x or tow, it thick cireular luyors, strongly twisted
wornd the twiss that rise thraugh its sides, dnd lined
within with lair and the saft downy substanee (rom

the stalks of fern,  The erirs are four or five, of a dell
white, thiekly sprinkled near the sreat end with specks

of pale Lrown,  They raise two brood in the REAROT,

This little bird, lilie many others, will fieizm 1

ameness, o
draw you away from its nest, stretching

out his necl,
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spreading and bending down his tuil, until it trails
alons 1w Teanel, aml fottering Geebly along, to draw
v after limcs sometines losking 1I:J1|'[i. to wee i von A
are Followine him, ol |'-rh.|:!'lli|.l;_‘:'. to vepent the 2
DT R e, T oriler to attract viaur wtention,  Th
made 15 mosd remarkable for this prraetive,

Tl Ile-eved warbler i= live inehes long ol seven
Troaual ¢ Tidid Toesnad amd back, sreenisli yellow ; crown, 2
front, and whole lower puirts, vicl goliden vellow ; st
anil sides, streaked Lievally with dark ved 3 wings ol .
tail, deep brown, except the edged of the Tormer, : wik |
tha inuer vanes of the latter, which are vellow ; the
tail i3 also =liehtly fodied 3 lems, a pale ;'|.|.:.‘ colour ;
bill and evelids, baht blue.  The female iz of a less
Lrilliant vellow, aud the streaks of red on the breas
are fower amd move obseure,  Buffon is mistaken-1

supposing Noo 1Loof pl enl. plate i to be the femalb 1
of this spevies. |
11)s STEFIA CANADENSIS, LATIIAM AFD WILSOX, -l

BLACK=TIILDATED DEUE WARBLYEL.

WILENN, PLATL X% FEG VI, '

1 wxow little of this bird. Tt is owe of those transient
visitors that, in the mouth of April, pass through
Pennsylviuia, on its way o the neeth, to breed. It
lins much of the ﬂj‘ wehier i its manners, Illlil'liglll. the
form of ita bill is decisively that of the warlder, Thirse
birds are oeeasionally seen for abont @ w erk or ten
days, viz, from the 2510 of April to the el of the lirst
weeli in May. Lsought for them o the sonthern States
in winter, but in vain. Tt s highly prohable that they
breed in Canada: but the snmmer vesilents among t'n}
foathered mace, on that part of the continent, arve little
known or attended to.  The habits of the bear, the
deer, amd beaver, are mich wore in sreatig to those
people, and for o gomd substantial reason oo, beeanse
arore Inerative ; amd nnless there shonld aerive an vriler
from Engloud for u cargo of skins of warblers aud
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(veatehers, saflicient (o make theom an oljiet worth
:-I:rrl.n].;!hn'l. we e |;|u.‘i"|' o konow as litle of 1hem
~ Lieweafter as al present.
his specivs s live inches long, and seven and o half

il el 12 ||'-'1lll|lllu' of o lime Lieht shate enlonr abov o
b throat, checks, ont aml apper paet off the lreast,

Ve Bl s winees ol tail, dusky black, the pritaries
marked with a spot of white ioedianely below their
coverts; tail, edged with Bloe; belly amld veut, white ;

o Jees and feet, dicty yellow ; Bill, b
bristles ar the buse,
ash on the breast; amd, in sone specimens, awarly
white,

Ther, no donbt, pass this way on their veturn in
utinin, for L live mysell shot several in that season g
Eas the woods arg then stll thick with leayes, they
» mch more diflicnlt to be seen, aml make a shorter
stay than they do in spring,

I, amil beset with
The lemale §= mwore of o 'Ill--\[ij"

PWERULEAN WALBLA .
WILALA, PLATE XVIL FIE ¥, —3ALL

Turs delicate letle species is now, for the first time,
introduced to public notice,  Except sy friemd, Mre
Peale, 1 know of no other natnealist who seems to have
Litherto koown of i1s existence. At what time it
arrives from the sonth, T cannot positively sav, as 1
never mel with it in spring, but have soveral times
fonnd 1t during summer,  Oun the borders of streams
awd mwarshies, among the branches of the poplar, it is
metiwes to be fownd, Tt Bis oy of the labits of
e llgeateler s though, like the yetlow-ramp warblor,
frem the formation of its bill, we most arranee it
with the warblers, It is one of our seares Birids in
Penwsylvaniog s its nest has hitherto eluded my search,
I liave nover ob=erved st atfter the 2000 of ."'I-II:]IH, anl
therelire suppose it retives early to the sonth,

This bird is four jnches and a ball long, and seven

]
l 12 SVLFID CNnULEd, WILAON, — & AZUNEL, STEPNEN.
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|I|_|_|_11 a half erosud 5 thie Teowt and npper part of the ]H'!‘l.rL
e e verditor Wue g the hind head aod bk, of the
same eolour, but nob gquite =0 breilliant ; o few laferal
strealis of black wark the apper part of the baclk g
witigs and tail, blacks, edged 1.r'i:I|| shy Blue: the thre
secotlarivs wext the body, edged with white, and II:F
first and seeond row of voverts alse tipt with white §
tail-voveris, |,|.I';|l-4'1 l|,|'|.|.|"||\:1 il .lﬂ_l.ll"_'.' [l‘:T with Irl.m.'-;
lesser wing-coverts, blael, also broadly tipt with blue,
so s to appear wearly wholly of that tint; sides of the
Lireast, spotted or strealied with Blue; belly, ehau, and '
throat, pure white; the il is forked, the five literal i
feathers on each side with eacli a spot of white; the  J
two middle more slishily marked with the same 3 from i
the eve baclowards extends a e of dusky blue; beforge

sl Deliind the eve, a line of white; bill, dusky *‘Jﬁ%

lizht Llue below ; legs andl feet, light Llue,

‘II

118, Srerid TRICKHAS, BATIL. —STEFMS ArdRrELNDIed, WILSDN.
AEANYLAND VELLOW=TITROAT:

WLH0X, FLATE ¥ F . B, == MALR,

Tis is one of the humble intmbitants of Dbriers, |
brambles, alder-lmshes, and such shrublbery as grow
most luxuriantly in low, watery situations ; and might
with propricty be denominated fumility, its Lusiness
or ambition seldom leading it higher than the tops of
the nnderwood.  luseets and their larve are its usnal
food. It dives into the deepest of the thicket, rambles
amimrr the roots, searches round the stens, eXamines
both sides of the leaf, rising itself on its legs, so as to
peep into every crevice; amusing itsell at times witgy
a very simple, and not disagrecable, song or twittgh,
whitititee, whitititee, whitititec ; pansing for hall” a |
nrinute or so,and then repeating 115 noles a3 before.

It iuhabits the whole United States from Maine o
Florida, and also Louisiana; and s particularly nume=
rous in the low, swampy thickets of Maryland, Penn-
sylvania nud New Jersey. 1t is by no means shiy; but ]
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MARYLAXD YELLOW-THROAT.

seems deliberate and wnsuspicions, as il the places it
frequented, or fs own dimimtiveness, were it suilicient
seenrity. It oiten visits the Gelds of Erwing 1
wheat, bavlev, &eoamd ne donli pecfiorms the part of a

\’(riq-ml too e Goemer, in rdding the stallis of veruin,
I
I

hat mizht otherwize lay waste Lis Gelds It seldom
: .-.ililrlb:ll'lll.':x the Carm |I||an!\:|‘.| or cily ; bt lives in olisei-
1 rity amd anidst its fovonrite thickers, 1t arvives
E:ll. i:lt'l'lfl:‘-_'ln'l'l 51 .:1!-11:! the I|.|i|!ui'|1‘_ i J.I.nt “""l"': nlr
«April, amld begins to build s west abod e middle of
114?.". this s fixed on the growmld, o the dried
leaves, in the very depth of a thicker of brers, arclad
over, and a small hele left for contcnee; the eges are
five, white, with tonehes of reddish Lrown, 'E'Iu_-':. O
eave the pest abont the 220 of Juwe : and @ secomd
oo i3 often raised o the sone season,.  Early in
September they leave us, veturning (o the south,
3 Thas Preiny little ."-|I1."|.'i1-.1 13 Toie fnches amd theee
quarters longy, and =% ioches aml a quarter in extent ;
back, wings, aml tail, green olive, which also covers
the upper pact of the neck, but approaches to cinereons
on the crown; the eyes are inserted in a band of Black,
Which passes from the front, on both sides, reaching lalf
way down the neclk 3 thiz is bounded above Ly another
Land of white, deepening into light Llue; threat, breast,
and venr, brilliant vellow ; lu'||3', a fiinter |i|1_.T.-|_= of the
smne colowr; inside coverts of the w iz, also yellow ;
tips and inmer vanes of the wings, dusky brown; tail,
cuneiform, dusky, edged with olive sreen; bill, back,
straieht, slender, of the true swolaciila form, thowsh
the bind itself was considered as o species of thrush by
: Linmens; bat very properly removed to the senus

__agmetacilla by Geling legs, flesh colowred ; iris of the
e, ik Dazel. The female wants the Wlaele basd

.
through the eve, has the Lill brown, and the throut of
a much paler 1

3

S

o,

VoL, 1. K
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114, FrEvrid TRICHA%, LATIL —3VEFLd NARFEANDICA, WILSON.:

MALYLAXD YELLOW-THROAT,
WILSHN, PLATE XviL FIL AN, == FEMALE.

Tu: muile of this species havipe been deserilied in
the preceding article, necompanied by a particular detail
of its manners, 1 have lele farther to aldd here relative .
to this bied, 1 found several of fhem pound Wilmington,
North Caroling, in the month of Jinuvary, along the
miirzin of the viver, anid by the Cypress Swaup, on the
opposite side.  The individual From which the deserip-
tion was talien, was the actual vnrse of a voung cows-
sert buntingr, in the act of feeding which 1 ook® .
rawing ol it,
It is tive inches lone, amd seven in extent 3 the whale
upper parts, green olive ; something brownish on the
neck, tips of the wings, and head ; the lower parts, |

vellow, brightest on the throat and vent; legs, thesTy
colowred.  The chief ditference between this and the
male, in the markiogs of their pluomage, is, that the
female s destitute of the binck bar through the cyes,
and the bordering one of pale Wuish white,

115, SVEFfd WIERDXEL, BONADN —WUSCICAPs PUSTLLS, WILSON.
CREEY DLACK-CATT FLYCATCHER.
WILSON, PLATE XKV K0, 1%,

Turs neat and active little species T have never met
with in the works of any Eurepean naturalist. It ;?'
an inhabitant of the swamps of the sontliern States, an
hias been several times seen in the lower parts of the
States of New Jorsey and Delaware,  Amidst almest
unapproachable thickets of deep morasses it commaonly
spi-mL its time, during summer, and has o sharp squeal-
ing note, nowise musical. 1 leaves the southern States
early in October.
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This species is four inches aml o hall lone, and six

< and o hall in extent ; front line over the eye, and whole

lower parts, yellow, beizhtest over the eve, anl dollost

o the clieelis, belly, and veut, where it s tinged with

\f.]iw: upper parts, olive green witigs aml Gl dusky

brown, the {ormer very shoret ; bers and bill, esh

« eolonred ; erown, covered with a Lm{rh of deep Ilick ;
irig ol the ey, hazel.

The female is withont the back erown, havine that

= park of adull yvellow olive, and is frequently mistalion
tor a distinet species,

’ LG Srirpn sICRIN A, LATHAM, —SPLVLL MONTAXA, WILSOY,

* DLUE MOUSNTAIN WALDLER.
WILSON,; PLATE XLIV, ¥, 1T == MALE,

f Tuts wew spevies was first discovered mear that
celebrated ridee, or ranse of mountains, with whose
y name [ have honowred it.  Several of these salitary
warlilers remain vet to be gleaned up fiom the airy
|'J heights oF our il.i]lill!} seenery, as well a5 lrom the
] recesses 0F our swinps and mormsses, whither it is my
desizu to pursne them by every oppovtunity,  Soeme of
these, I believe, ravely or never visit the lower culti-
vated parts of the country; but seem only al home
among the glovms and silenee of those dreary solitindes,
The present species seems of that Eumily, or subdivision
of the warblers, that approach the fiyeatcher, darting
after flies wherever they see them, amd also searching
with great activity among the leaves, Tt sony wis a

feeble screep, three or four times repeated,
- - This species is four inches and three quarters in
mrtliy the npper parts, a rvich vellow olive; front,
cheelis, and elin, yellow, also the siles of the neck ;
breast and Lelly, pale yellow, streaked with black or
dusky ; vent, plain pale vellow ; wings, black 3 list and
secowd row ol eoverts, broadly tipt with pale yellowish
white 3 tertinls the same; the rest of the ||1:fl|.-; eidereil
with whitish ; tail, bhick, havdsomely rounded, edged
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with pale olive; the two exterior feaihers, on each
sty white on the inner vanes from the middle 1o the -
tips, amd edged on the onter side with white ; Dill,
dirk brown; legs aml feet, purple brown ; soles, Fﬂ’}’
low s eve, dark hazel.

This was a male,  The female T have noyver seen.

117. Sroiers rarvs, Wilsox. — FEMLOCK WARDLER,

WILSON, PLATE XLIY. Fid. TiL, — MALE, |

Tuis is another nondescript, first met with in the
Great Pine swamp, Pennsylvania,  From olscrving ity '
almost always among the lranches of the hemloc

trece, I have designated it by that appellation, th
markings of its plumage not affording me a peenliarity

L

sufficient for a specific name.  Ie s aomost lively and 5
active little bird, climbing among the twigs, and hangring

like a titmouse on the branches; but possessing all the |
externa] cluracters of the warlilers, It hag a fow low A

and very sweet notes, at which times it stops and
repeats them for o short time, then darts abiont as
before, It shoots alter flies 1o a considorable distanee ;
often heging at the lower branches, and lhunts with
great resularity and admirable dexterity, npwards 10
the top, then flies off to the next tree, at the lower
branehies of which it commences hoanting wpwarids as
Liefore,

This species s five inches and a half long; and
cight inches in extent ; bill, Wack above, pale below ;
upper parts of the plumage, black, thinly streakeed wii
cellow olive ; head above, vellow, dotted with hlack
f’iue from the nostril over the eve, sides of the necls,
and whole Lreast, rich yellow ; belly, paler, strealed
with dusky; round the breast, some small strealis of
blackish 3 wing, black, the greater coverts and next
superior row, broadly tipt with white, forming two biroad :
bars across the wing; primaries, edged with olive, r
tertinls, with white 3 tail-coverts, black, tipt with olive ; "I

- L
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tail, slightly forked, Dlack, and edged with olive; the
three exterior feathers altosether white an theiv inner
vanes; lews and feet, divly yellow ; eye, dack hazel;
s Dei=tles at thie ||||m1'||-; il wot notelied,

Thiz was o wmale, OF the Temale 1 can at present
give 1o aecount,

115 SFLrid STRiATa, TATHAM AXD WILSOX.
HLACK=-OLL WARNLER.

WiLsah, PREATE XXX Pl 110, — MALE,

Tuts species has considerable aflinity to the flycateliers
in it hubits, It is chiely confined to the woods, aml
(UL ] I:Eh-h*.. Tiv I!|I1: I:llra l:lrl llw T.|H|-3r trees, W here it 15
eserivd skipping from branch to brancl, ia porsuit of

vinged insects,  Is note is a single sercep, sfarcely
r andible from below, It arrives in Pennsylvania about
J the 20th of April, and is first scen on the tops of the
highest maples, dirting about amoug the blossoms.  As
the woods thicken with leaves, it may be fonnd pretty
generally, being none of the least nmmerous of our
summer irds. 1t b5, however, most partial to woods
in the inmediate neighbonrhood of erecks, swamps, or
morasses, probably from the greater vumber of its
favenrite insects lreguenting sach places, 1t is also
pretiy weneritlly diffused over the United States, having
myself met with it in st quarters of the Unioo
thoush its nest has hitherto delied all my researches,
This bird may be constlered as ocenpying an inter-
madiate station between the fyeatehers and the war-
blers, havine the manners of the former, ol the bill,

l:1-'.u'|i:|.l|l.', of the latter,  The niee aradations Ly which

pture pisses fron one species to another, even in this
department of the great cliin of beings, will for ever
Lale all the artifieinl roles amd systems of man, And
thi= trath every [eesh discovery must swpress mors
foreibly on the mind of the observing natuwealist.  Theso
Lirels leave us early in September,
The black-poll warbler is tive and a balf inclies long,
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gl eteht and o hali in extont ;o crown amd hind head,
Llaeki 3 ehecks, purve white ; from cacl lower mandibile
runs o streak of small black spots, those on the side
larger; the rest of the lower parts, w hite; primaries,
Black, edeed with .“"I']““ s vest of the WKk, bliack, 1"|_EI-'I-
with ash: the first aud second row of coverts, hroadly
tipr with white; back, ash, tinged with yellow ochre,
anil streaked laterally with black ; tail, black, edzed
with ash, the theee exterior leatherz, marked on the
inter wels with white: bill, black aliove, whitish
below, furnished with Lristles at the base; ivis, hazel ;
legs and Feel, reddish yellow,

The female differs very little in plumage from the
mwiale,

@ 110, SPErfd STRIATA; LATIIAM AND WILSON.
BLACK-FOLL WALNLENR.

WiILsiN, PLATH LIV, FHL 1Y, — FEMALE,

Tuis bird was shot in the same exenrsion with the
Cape May warbler deseribed at page 133, and is intro-
dueed here for the purpose of prevesting future col-
lectors, inle whose hamls specimens of it may chanee
to full, from considering it as another ol a distinet
species, It doubtless lpeeds both here amd in New
Jersey, having mysell found it in both places during the
summer,  From its habit of keeping on the hizhest
branches of trees, it probably builds in such situations,
aml it= nest may long remain anknown to ws,

Pennant, whe deseribes this species, savs that it
inhalats durine summer New foundlznd and New Yorlk,
and is enlled in the last seifor.  This name, for l.l.hirfri
however, no reason is oiven, must be very local, as the =
bird itself is one of these silent, sliy, amil _\.:ri'il;l;r:.' indlis
viduals, that seel the deep retreats of the forest, amd
are known to few or none but the naturalist,

Lensih of the female ]-L‘Lr_'!g-r.l]u, five mehes and a
quarter, extent, eight and a quarter; hill, brownish
Wack ; crown, yellow olive, strealeed with Llack ; back,

5
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the s, mixed with same |I:I]|- slote ; wings, dusky
brown, cilged with elive ; first and secowl wing-eoy erils,
I.:.ll[ with white; tertials, edzed with vellowi=h v liite 3
tail-coverts, pale mav; fail, dusky, forked, the two
exterior Peathers marked on their inmer vanes with o
spot of white; vowmd the exe @s o whitish ring ; cheeks
anil sides of the breast, thaged with vellow, aml slightly
spotted with Wack; chin, white, asarce also the helly and
vent 3 logs aul feet, divty aroge.

The young bivd of the first scason, and the female,
as ie usually the case, are very much alike in plumage,
On their sevival early in April, the black feathers on
the erown are frequently seen coming out, intermixed
with the former ash colonral oues.

This species has all the agility and many of the Liabits

F the tycatelier,

190, SFLrfd FORAOEL, WILSDN. — REXTUCKY WARBLER.

WILSON, PLATE XXV, Vit 1

Tris new and beantiful species inhabits the country
whaose name it bears, 1t i3 also fouwmd genecally in all
the intermediate tracts between Nashville and New
Orloans, and below that as far as the Balize, or months
of the ississippi; where 1 heard it several times,
twittering among the high rank grass ad low busles
of those =olitary and desolate looking worasses, In
Keatucky aml Tennesee it is particulady numerons,
frespuenting low, damp wonds, and builds ite nest in the
mididle of a thick taft of rank grass, sometimes in the
fork of a low bush, and sometimes on the ground ; in
all of which situations T lave fonud it. The materials
are loase dry el with the light pith of weeds,
Smad Lined with hair,  The female lays Tour, and some-
times six ewrs, pure white, sprinkled » ith specks of
odidisli, 1 observed ler sitting early in May. This
specivs is seldom seen among the high branches ; hut

rPTEE,

loves to frequent Tow hushes and eane swamps, and s
an active sprightly binl, Its notes are loud, and in
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threes, I'l'“‘l'-l-l'“'l'l; teeedle, tiveolle, teeedle, Tt appears
in Kentaeky 1y

i the south about the middle of :'l.||rjl;
annel Besevass thie tery il'l.l-l':l. ol New Oheleans om 1he A h
of cold woeather; at least [ was assaved that it does not
remain there duving the winter, Tt appeared (o me (e
be w restless, fichtnine b L = 3 almost always enepeod ]y
in pursuing some of its fellows ; thowsh This micht
hiave been oceasioned rl"‘I.' it moambers, anid the “;Lrli{ ular
season of spring, when love and Jealousy page with
violence in the breasts of the feathered tenants of the
roys 1wl |.'1|u'l'i|'I||'l." all the .|r1|l'|u'l1 ol Liisie I-.;_-.-,iuu_-'. g
wo less than thewe lovd and sovereisn man.

The Kentuely wirbler is five fnches and a half long,
anil |'i_l_;F|.1 inches o extent ;3 the wpper parts are an
olive green ; line over the eve and partly ander ity and
whaole lower parts, rich brilliand yellow ; el sliorhislas
erested, the evawn deep black, towards the Lind pa
spotted with light wsh; lores, aml spot curving down
the neck, also black ; tail wearly even at the end, amd
of & rich olive seeen @ interior vanes of that aud the
wings, dusky; legs, an almest travsparent pale tlesh
colonr.

The female wants the black nnder the eve, and the
proater part of that on the erown, having those parts
yellowish,  This bivd s very abundant i the moist
woods along the Tennesce and Comberland vivers,

121, saVEvFd MINTTL, WILAON, — ITLIT) BISCOLOR, YIFILT.
FILATIIE WARNLFH.
WIksOX, FLATE XXV, FI 0¥

Tus pretty little spocies 1 first discovered in that
singiilar tract of conntey in Kentuely, eommonly called
the Barrens.  § shot several afterwards iw the oped
wonds of the Clactaw nation, where they wers more
pumerons,  Tlhey seem to prefer these open plaing, and
thinly wooded terets; and have this singulariry i their
manners, 1t they are not easily ala meid 3 .'|_1ul searel
among the leaves the most leisurely of any of the triba




PRATRIE WARBLER. !:l“

T laive wot met witl ; seeming to examine every Blade

1 of orass, ml ey ey len witering at short nter vals o
s o efrier. 1 have slserved one of these bivds to wit
ot the lower braveh of o tree for half an honr at a

ine, sl allow e 1o come ap nearly to the foot of the

ree, Without seeming to be in the least distucbed, or

; to discontinge the ]n.--__;||[.||'i|:1.' of 115 oveustonal note.  In

1 activity it is the reverse of the preceiling ~|l1'-"h'~: anil

15 rather o searce bird o the cowntries whiere 1 fonml

it. Tis fondd comsists Itl’i:luijl:ll.!j‘ ol =mall 1.lh'rpi||.iil‘=
and wineeld insects,

The praivie warbler is four inches and o hall’ long,

and six mehes and a half in exrent ; the upper parts are

olive, spotted on the back with reddish chiestout § from

e nastril over nnd under the eve, vellow ; lores, black ;
- road streale of bluelk also passes beneath the yellow
dnder the eyve; small pointed spots of black reach from

a little below that alope the side of the neck amd onder
the wines; throat, breast, and belly, rich yellow ; vent,
colonred, tineed with 1'|.'t"'||-rl.l. 5 Wines, dark illl‘-]i_}"
}rrimnril,'-. and freiter coverts, 1'I|:__’I"|- ol li[lt
with ||;4||' :l.'u'liuu : geeonil row of coverts, 'n.]ur“:;' }'u-l[!l“ o
Yes<er, olive: tail, il brownish blaelk, lizhter on the
edlres, the three exterior feathers broamdly spotted with

winte

The female is destitute of the back mark nnder the
e lisie i fow slizht tonchies of blackish '-Iil!lll,‘.f thie
gides of the peck 3 and some faint shades of brownish
red o the boels,

The nest of this species is of very neat and delicate
'\I.'HTL[H_:III'-II.rJl,' e Ill'll‘-ili". atul men I'“I‘u '|II-!|I_'_’.’ o the
fork of a low hus=h or thicket @ it 15 formed l'llt'-'-i’ll"i“.'ln‘

i rreen moss, intermixed with vatten bits of waaod anil
ﬂum-]-il]ur'-' sille 1 the inside is lined with extremely
fine fibres of prapesvine badk ; and the whaole wannhl
searcely weigh a quarter of an ounce.  The eggs are
white, with a few lrown #[ts at the sreat enil.
These lhrds are |||.r:__|'rl'.ltu|'}', 1]|1|l:1|'ﬁllf__: far the south in
Uetober,
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123 SYEFEL Bads, WILSON, —BLUD OREEN WARNLESN,

WALSON, FLATE XX VIl Mid. ik

Tz new “'|"“"i“‘. thi m,l}- one of its sort 1 have ¥i
met with, was shot on the banlks of Camberland rive
abiout the hewinming of Aprile Whether wiale or fomale
Iam uneertain, 1t i one of those lirds that ssoally
slean amonz the biiehi branclies of the tallest Tries, ;
which render it difliealt to Ire !u'uuurwl. It wis dartine
about with great nimblencss amoie the leaves, and
appeared to have many of the habits of the ilveatcher,
Alter several ineffectnal excursions in search of auother
of the same kind, with which I might compare the

present, 1 wm obliged to introduce it with this Leigt
aevonnt,
The specimen bas been deposited in e PealeTs

musenmnm,

The Blwe green warller is four ineles and a balf long,
amd seven and o half in extent; the upper parts are
verditer, tingeld with pale green, lrightest on the front
and forchead ; loves, line over the eve, throat, sl
whole lower parts, very pale cream cheeks, slightly
timged with rreenishi; bill and lews, bright light bine,
except the upper mandilile, whiel iz duskiy ; il forked,
and, as well ps the wings, brownish Wack @ the former
murked on the three exierior vanes with white awd
edmed with greenish ; the latter having the first and
geeond row of coverts tipt with white,  Note, a fecble
chirp.

120, STLFVrd FINUE, WILSOR AND LATIIAML

TINE-CREVFING WARNLEN, g

WILEOM, FLATI XIX. Pl IV,

Tus species inhabits the pine woods of the Sonthern
States, where it iz resident, and where 1 first observed
it, running aleng the lark of the pines; sometimes
alizhting, and feeding on the ground, and almost always,




FINE-CHEEVIRG WANDBLEIL, (5]

when disturled, Oving wp, aud clinging to the trunks
of the trees. As b adviiesd] towards tlie gontli, it
“lecame more wumerons. s note s a simple reiterated
chirrup, continned For four or five seconds.
ACatesliy lirst Heored aod deseribed this bird 3 but so
HTG I!-'I.l!_'r. HES (1] |L|.'1n:!|||. LTI T sueeeedinge wrilers
ereitl conifusion, avd wany mistakes as o what pacticular
o Daed was intemded,  Edwards s ;|.|1|'||1|:~.|.'~| it to be the
Blue winged vellow warbler! Latham bos supposed
another species to be weant; and the worthy Mr
Yemmnat s been bed inte the sone mistabies ; deseribing

l the male of gne species, anid the Temale of another, as
J

the male awd female pineacrecper.  Having shot and

examined great numbers of these bivds, 1am enabled

tgr clear up these difliculties by the fellowing ilescrip-
pre, wlonch wiall be foul 1o Le correet,

The pine-creeping warbler is five and a hall inches
Longr, atd nine inches i extent ; the whole npger parts
are of a rich green olive, with a considerable tinge of
yellow ; throat, siddes, and breast, vellow ; wings and
tail, brown, with a shight cast of bluish, the tormer
marked with two bars of wlite, slightly tinged with
yellow ; tail, forked, and cdeed with ash; the three
exterior feathers, marked wear the tip with a lroad
spot of white ; middle of the belly and vent-feathers
white, The female is brown, tinzed with olive green
on the back ; breast, dirty whire, or slightly vellowish,
The Lill in Loth is troly that of a warbler; and the
tongue, slender, as in the motecifle genus, notwith-
j }.turldiug the habits of the lird.

The tood of these birds is the seeds of the pitch
]uim-. and varionus Kinds of bogs,  The nest, nw-rrniiugr
o Mr Abbot, is suspended from the horizonial fork of
bﬂmnuh, andd formed outwordly of ships of gmpl'-'l-'i!'li.‘
batk, rotten wood, and eaterpillar’s webs, with some-
times pieces of hornet’s nests interwoven § and iz lined
with r]l;r_'l.' pine leaves, and fine roots of plants,  The
egus are four, white, with a few dark brown spots at
the great ond.,
These birds, associating in flocks of twenty or thirty
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individuals, are found in the depth of the pine Barrens;
T T easily known by their manner of rising from
the weonnd, and wlighiting on the Loy of the tree. They -
also often olean amone 1l tapmaost boughs of the piue
teees, hanging, head downwards, like the titmonse,

124, srnrra ea RO ELy LATI. — MUESCICAP) & FRELES, WILS.
BMALL WLUE GRAY INLYCATCHEN.

WILSOR, PLEATE XVILL, VFid, v,

Tues dimivutive species, Lut for the lensth of the
tail, wonld rank wext to our Tnmming bied in marni-
tude, It is o very dexterons Aycatcher, aml las also
sontethange of the waonmers of the titmonse, with whomg,
in carly spring, and full, it frequently mssociates, -
arvives in Pennsylvania, lrom the south, about 0§
middle of April; and, alout the besinning of May,
builds its nest, which it renerally v among the
twizs of a troe, sometimes at the heieht of ten foet from
the grownd, sometimes fifty feet high, on the extremitics
of the tops of a Wigh tree in the woods.  This nest is
formed ol very shight and perishalde materials, the husks
of buds, stems of olil leaves, withered blossoms of weeds,
down from the stalks of forn, coated on the ountside
with zray lichen, amd lined with a fow horse lairs,
Yet in this frail ri'L'I'|I1.II'I1"| which one woulid think
¥ sullicient 1o npdmit the 1;|m,|11r of the owier, ani
ioeven its oweight, does the female cow hird
venture to deposit her eme s and to the mavazement of
those plgmy murses leaves the fate of hier helpless yonng,
The maotions of this little bisd are quicl; he seoms
:':Iﬂ".‘l"l.‘-'- on the leoli-out for inscetsy darts abont fron
one part of the tree to another, with hansine wing
amd erected tail, making a feeble chivpiog, feee, faee, o
lomder than o monse,  Thaueh so small i it=elf, it is
ambitions of hunting on the bishest beanches, and iz
seldom seen amons the hombler thickets, 1t remains
with ws nntil the 20th or 258th of September; after
which we see no more of it 1l the suceeeding spring.

LB
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1 olzerved this Lird near
dn March s ot it does
Part= of that State,
The lensth of tlas species s fonr inchies and a lialf ;
stent, sixoand a balf; fromt, aud Jine over the Ve,
rt.tl."la.: i'i”. |r|:':1 |~, H'l'_'l .\|l'1|111'l‘, llh'l'll.l!!:_"ill_;:' il I|||' 1ii':
notehed, broad, and Tursishied w ith bristles at the T
the colonr of the plumage above is a linht bluisd Eray,
Bluest on the head, below, Wuish white 3 tail, loneer thian
the by, o Lt tlee vonmadeed, and bl k, exeept the exterior
feathors, which are almosi sll wihite, and the next
twi also r':||| with wlite - fail-voverts,

Savonnnh, in Georein, early
not winter even in the southern

lack : “'i'“?-“‘p
browenish black, some of the secomlaries et th

edved witl white: livgrs
P

@ I'“"i}'
, 1‘:\rt’1'll||"|11. slender, aliout three-
llT‘fh'_x of an inel tl:-!'l_::, arld of o bluish black colonr,
ke female s distinguished by wamting the black line
il the frone,

The food of this bind is small winged insects, and
their larvae, but particularly the former, which it seems
almost always in pursuit of,

r

125, SErrd FARIS, LATHAM. — CEUTHIA AACULITd, WILADEK,
ELATK AXD WINTE CAEEFFN.
WIL=ON, FLATE X1X. Fic. §ig

Tuis nimble and expert little species seldom perches

on the smwall twigs; but circomambulates the trunk
and larger branches

o A guest of ants and ather insects,
with admiralile dexterity. It arrives in Pennsy lvania,
from the south, sbont the 20ih of April; the youn
begin to fly o rly in July ; and the whole tribe abandon
1 country about the beginning of October,  Sloape
deseribies thiz bied as an inhabitant of the West India
J'.-~-[:l||||-.1 'I'I'I'll'l'l" i1 IJI'Irh.'LIrI_'r " i||rn--_;_ Il wias i w1 ri;_-“n-.l
by Edwards from a dried skin sent Tin by Mr Willion
Bartram, who gave it ifs [rresent man,

The genus of creepers compreliends about thirty
different species, 1 any of which are richly adorned
with gorgeous plumage ; but, like their congenial tribe,

i
H
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the 1.1.'m:-|]||.\|'5.'ur.-=, fow of them exeel in song; their
tonmues seem better calenlated for extractine noxions
ingeets from the bk of trees, than for teilling out
sprightly airs ; a= the hardened bands of the buslongd
man are better swited for cliswing the forest or gu'rdu'
the plongh, than dancing wmong the keys of a fortd-
plane.  Which of the two is the most honeuralle am
nselul emplovment s not ditlicult 160 determine,  Let
the Lamier, therefore, respeet this liktle bied for s
waelnl qualities, in cleaving his froit and forest troes -
from destruetive insects, thongl it cannot serenady bim
with itz song.

The length of this species s five mches and a lalf;
extent, seven and a half; erown, white, Goedered
each side with a band of bliek, which is again honnd
by & line of white passing over each eye; below this ¥
a ‘:Lrg\[" apail of Mack |'|r;.‘r'|ill; the rar leathers 3 chin
and theoar, black ; wines, the same, crossed teansy ersely
by two bars of white; breast and bacl, streaked with
]I]Ti k amd white; tail, upper, and also wuler coverts,
Llack, edred, and bordered with white ; belly, white ;
les and Feet, dirty yellow 3 hind elaw the lougest, and
all very sharp pointed 3 bill, a liitle compressed side-
wise, shrlitly curved, black above, paler ||1~I1-Il.'.'; Lo,
long, tine pointed, and horny ot the exiremity.  These
last circumstances, joincd to its manuers, characterize
it, decisively, as a creeper,

The female, and young birds of the first year, want
the black on the throat, havisg thai part of a grayish
white,

193, sFErrd PETRCALL, TATIIAN AND WILSOX, I
VELLOW RED-POLL WARNILER. >
WILSGN, PEATE X il FIG. 18 — ABULT SMALE IY KERENE,

Tins delieate Tittle bird arrives in Pennsy leania carly
in April, while the maples are yet in blossom, among
the branches of which it may generally be fonmnid at
that season, feeding on the stamina of the fowers, and
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on small winged insects.  Low su ampy thickets are its
Savauriie plu'a = of vesort, 1t s uot unmerows, aml i
totes are wndeservive the vame of sone, It remsing
with us all sumaner; but its nest s Intherto es aped
e L0 leaves ns ate i Soptember,  Some of them
grrebabily winter in Georgia, laving mysell shot seversl
At in I-‘--Ilru.LrI!.'1 ot the borders of the Suvaunah river,
Length of the vellow red-pall, five inchies: extent,
elrht : line over {he eve, mul whole lower parts, rich
© yellow ;o brenst, streaked with dull ped wpper part
of the head, reddish clestont, which it loses in wintor;
back, vellow olive, streaked with dusky ; rump, and
tail-coverts, greeni=h vellow ; wings, |1:|':~|r Blickish
I--'wn'u,vhh'riurl_!.' emied with olive : tail, shightly forked,
d of the same colour as the wings,
The female wamts the red cap; aud the yellow of
e lower parts is less brilliant; the streaks of red on
the breast are also fewer and less distinet.

127, EYLria PUSILLA, WILSON, —%. AMERICSIN 4, LATHAM,
ELUN YTELLOW=BACK WARRMLER.
WILSON, FLATE XXNITL Ko, 1.

Tue habits of this bird partale something of the
titmonse 3 but the form of its bill is decisively that of
the syliia genns It is remmrkable for frequenting the
topz of the tallest trees, where it feeds on the small
wized insects and caterpillars that infost the young
Ieaves and Blesoms. I has g fow Freohilis chirruping

' notes, searcely lowd enough to e heard nt the loot of
the tree, 1t visits Pennsylvania from e south, early
%Ii;_‘-'; i5 very abnndant in the woods of Rentucky ;
awif is also fozind o the aoriliers pares of the State of
New York, Its nest [ have never vot met with,

This little :‘pr-{-i.p'a is Four toehes and o hali i||||g_ and
six imehes and o balf in leeadth 5 the front, and between
the Bill and eyves, is black ; the upper part of the head
and neck, a fine Prossian Wloe - nprer part ol the Lack,
brownish vellow ; lower, and rump, pale blue ; wings

o
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and tail, Wack ; the former crossed with two bars of
white, md edeed with blue; the Litter marked on the
immer wols of the three extorior feathers with white, & :
cirvumsbmce common to o areat number of Elie renug;
i||_||.|.|.|'1|i.|;|1~i_l.' sbove amd Below the oy, i5 o small touwe
of white: the upper wamelible 15 Wack ¢ the lower, al
well as the whole theoat and breast, rich :l.'l.'“-'il"-'-'.. e
enine abont M= middle to orange real, ol marked on
the throat with a small ereseent of black ; on the '.'iri.{ﬂ
of the breast is a slisht touch of rufous; helly and |
vent, white; less, dark beown; fect, dirty viellow,
The female wants both the black and oravge on the
theoat and breast 3 the blue, on the wpper paris, is also
of a duller tint.

123, SFLrid AGTLIS, WILS0%, — CONSROTICUT WAKTLER,
WILSCN, PLATE SXEIE TR OV

Tt 15 o new L'|'|{‘|'51_~-i1 first discovered in the state of
Connecticnt, and twice since met with in the neigh-
bourhood of Pliladelphia, Az to its notes or nest, 1
am pltorether ||:||.'|_|'r|||.'|i:||!t'i! with them.  The different
specimens [ have shot corresponded very nearly in
their markines: two of these were males, amd the other
undetermined, bt 1‘4’|||_i1*|:'1|||"|‘|:| also to be o omale. It
was found in every case among low thickets, lbut
seemed mere than eommonly active, not remaining for
i mament in the same position, Do some of my future
sunliles 1 may learn more of this solitary specics.

Leasrth, five inches and three quarters ; extent, cight
inches; whole upper parts, a vich vellew olive ; wings,
dusky brown, edeed with olive ; thircat, dirty white, IH]:..
pitle ash ; upper part of the beeast, dull wreenizl) yellody;
vest of the lower parts, a pure rich yellow ; legs, long,
sleder, and of a pale flesh eolour ; round the eve, a
uarrow ring of vellowish white; upper mndlible, pale
brown 3 lower, whitish ; eye, da L.lm'F.

Since writing the above, 1 have shot two specimens
of & bird which, in every particular, agrees with the

5 -




PINE SWAMP WARBLER. 16l

above, except in having the theoat of o doll buft' colour,
instonad of E':lll‘ nsli g both of these were females @ and
I e Little donbr, bur they ave of the sane s[Heies
with the present, as theic peenliar aetivity seemed
'l."‘-k'-'ll-'!]_'f' stmilir 1o the males above doserihl, :
Y These bipds do nof breod in the lower parts of
F Peansylvanis, thongh they probably may be found in
sumner i the il.:||_ll-'ll1" EAUETTT TS and povthiern 1";i||‘i’p in
contpany with & ummerous class of the sane tribe that
breed in these wofrequented solitudes,

l T3k SXErTa PUSLEL N, WILSEN, — ST LFEA NP Vilsd, AR,
FISE sWAMP WARLBLEIL
WILSON, FLATE XENL Vil 1

Thas little Lied s, for the fisst time, deseribed,  Tis
avourite lannts are i the deepest and gloomiest
pine and hemlock swamps of our mountainous regions,
whiere EYErY 1hve, trunk, anid fillen ||pg, 1% eovered with
a luxuriant coat of moss, that even mantles over the
surface of the ground, and prevents the sportsman from
avoiding a thowsand holes, springs, awl swamps, into
which he is incessantly plonged.  OF the nest of this
bied 1 am unable to speak. | fonnd 1t associated with
the Dlackburuian warller, the pobilen-crestiod Wi,
riby-crowned wren, yellow-rimp, and others of that
description, in snch places as T have deseribed, aloue
the middle of May, It secmed as active in flycatching
a3 in searching for other buseets, darting simbly about
r ameng the beanches, and lirting its wines 3 but T eould
not pereeive that it had eithier note or sone. T shot
threee, one male and two fanales. 1 have no doubt that
bey breed in those solitary swamps, as well as many
ther of their associntes,

The pine swamp warbler is four inches and a fuarter
long, awd seven inches amid a quarter in extent 3 bill,
black, uot woteled, but fienishod wiih bristles ; apper
parts, a deep sreen olive, with slight Wuish reflections,
particularly on the edges of the il and on the head 3
wings, dusky, but so broadly edged with olive rreen s

- Viil. Tl L 1]
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to appear wholly of that tine; immediately Lielow the
primary voverls, there is o sinede triungular spot of
yellow sl white ; o other part of the wings is wlite;
the theee exterior tolfenlers, with o spot of white en

postrils over the eve, extemds a line line of white, anid
the lower vvelid is touched with the same tint§ loves,
blackisl 1 sides of the neck aml anrienkirs, areen olive ;
whole Tower parts, pale yellow ochre, with a tinge of
!_5:-.-.~|.|.i-|| ¢ duskiest on the throat 3 legs, [T arul Nesh
coloinred.

The planuige of the female difters in nothing from
that of the male.

their fnner vaness the tml isshehtly fored ;. from !Im‘{

130, S8EFId APTENNALLE, WLEOX. — AUTUMNAL WALILER.

WILLaN, FLATE XX41L P 1V

Tatrs plain little species regnlarly visits Penmsylvamia
from the noreth iu the month of October, ',:ii~-!11il:;.;
amonr the wiliow leaves; lug, what is singular, s
rarelv seen in spring,  From the st o the L5th of
Oetober, they way be seen in consideralile munbers,
almost every day, in gardens, particularly amous the
branches of the weeping willow, and seem excoedingly
industrions.  They luve sonie resemblanes, in colour,
to the pneerceping warbler; but do not rus aloug il
trunle f'ﬁm that bired, weither do they give a preferenee
to the pines. They ave alsa less. Alrer l{n- first of
Novemler, 1they are no longer to L fomud, wuless the
sesnm b nneommonly mild,  These bivds, doubiless,
prass through Penneyivania in spring, on tlhieir way to
the north but cither make a very hasiy journey, or
froquent the topiz of the falles® e
vet wet with one af them o that
Uetoler, T ave seen more than a Lunsdeed in au afler-
noon's CXCirsi

Loweth, four inehes aul thvee quarters; Lireadth,
eirht inches ;o whele upper pares, olive oreen, streaked
o the Back with dushy stripes tail-voverts, ash, tipt
with olive; wil, black, edged with dull white ; the

T L e

or 1 hiave neve
won, thoush, n&‘



SMALL=IEADED VLYCATCIER, 1G3

theee exterior Gathers, marked near the tig with white ;

b wings, sleep dusbiv, edwed witl olive, aml erossoid with
: two las o w .'!iit' : |;|'m!.|ri'.'.- s IilﬂI|I il three
sovomlarics wext the bl v eddwed, withy white; upper
mnlible, dusky beawn 3 Lower, os well as the chin and®
bireast, dull yellow; belly and vent, whites Iy o5, sl
brown ; feet ol elaws, yellow ;o il yoblow ri:n_;;

= surronmds the eve. The wales of these brds ofton
warlde ouisoie low, bat very sweot netes, while seire-
b g wmones the leaves in antumn,

L. sreera VLTl DN ATARTE. — MUSCIC i rdg AFNETdy WILS.

BMALL=EEADTD LY ATy Hm.

WILSSFN, PLATE L. PG ¥,

Tuts very rare spreeies is the only one I have mot
with, It was shat on the 2 5th of April, 10w ovehari,
and was remackably active, rouming, climthine, i
daeting about amoms tlie oponine bivds auil blossoms
with extraordingey wrility,  From whit iurter of the
United Stutes or of North Ameriea it is o wanderer, T
am wiable to detevinine, havine pever hefore met with
an individual of 1 :==|z-|_.u'>;, Its notes anal munieer of
breeding are alsa alie unlnown to me.  This was 2
male s it messured five inches lona, amd vimlit and @
1 areter in extent ; the upper parts were dull villow

olive; the wings, dusky brown, edeed with lighier

the sreater and Jesser coverts, fipt with white; the
| lower parks, dity white, staived with dull yllow,

partivialicly on the pper parts. of the breost; the tail,
| dusky brown, the two exterior featlers warked, like

those of sy others, with a spot of white on the juner

vanes ; head, remar cably smaall ; Bill, broad ot the buse,

Jurnizhed with bristles, and notehed near the tip; lews,
browi ; foer, yellowish eye, dark hieel,

Sinee writing the above, I lave shot several fudi-
viduals of this species in various quarters of New Jorsey,
particulasly in swamps.  They all appear to be nearly
alike in pluniaze.  Having found them there in June,
there is wo doubt of their breeding in that Siate, and,

m, T, TN, mpampes
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probably, in sach situations far to the sonthward ; for
wany of the southern summer binds that rarely visit
Pennsylvania, are yet common to the swamps ool pine
wonils of New Jersev, Sk ir‘r o =oil ol sitiation,
of ]1];!1“\ anad trees, ald, l.'ml-'u,'llul-llﬂ:l.". ol Il'alil:'\i:I sl s,
'i.ll"-L'i 14, &1‘. e, l||||l|llir>s-. ||.||'|t' el ement s, Tha
summer red bivd, great Caroling wren, pine-crecping
warbler, aud many others, ave varely seen in Peunsyl-
vaniz, or to the nortlhward, though they are common in
muy parts of West Jersoy,

RUBGEN US 1l — Dieiis, ¢Ur. (c4Esires )
L2 SVErIt FEOTONOTIAICS; LATHAM AND W ILSO¥.
FPUOTHINOTARY WARBLYER.

WIL=0N, PLATE XXIV, FIG. I

Tmis iz an inhabiitant of Lower Lomisiana, and a
passenger from the south; it seldom approaches the
honze or sarden, but keeps among the retived, :lm"F,
and dark swampy wools, TLmu:Il whicl it flits nimbly
in search of small caterpillars, uttering every now anil
then a few serenkine notes, _qn:';:]r-;l,'h' 'l.I.'rrlr|I1_|' of notice,
They are abundant in the EIi_ﬂs-i.}f'l'Nli and New Orleans
territories, near the river, but arve ravely found on the
high ridges inland. i : ; :

From the peculiar form of its hill, bheing rlmmﬁhsh
amil remarkably pointed, tlhis bird might, with pro-
privty, be elassed 03 a sulirenera, oF separate fumily,
inclndine several others, viz. the bue-winged yellow
warller, the sold-erowned warbler, the soldon-winged
warller, the worm-cating warbler, and o few mere.

The bills of all these eorpespond pearly in Form ol

pointedness, being wenerally longer, thicker at !:Iu- [THE,
and miore round than these of the genns sypleia, gene-
rallv, The first e e b i.l':-,, i !l.ﬂ"lii'l.i]ilh l_':'ﬂ"-llllh"
recemliles this in its seweral appearance; bl the bill
of the prothonotary is rather stouter, and the yellow
much deeper, extending farther on the Lo k; its mo-
ners, and the country it inhabits, are alzo differenl.

—



WORM-BATING WARRLER. 1655

This species is five inclies and o lialf Tong, ani ecizght
and @ bl i extent 3 the head, neek, and whole lower
parts, (except the vent,) e of o remkally rich and
Cbrilliant yellow, slightly joclining to oange; veot,
white ; J'u.h.,m 1|III] s, anil lesser ulll-r-u.l'wlh 'n'”l:m
olive; wings, romp, aml tail-coverts, v lead” Blie 3
interior vanes of the former, black ; il |||ur|.:.' VL,
aml black, broadly edged with blue ; all the feathers,
L-_'h_'{-llt the two wddle W, W T leed on their inner
s vanes, nese the Tila. with a spot of white; Lill, long,

stont, ‘*"“'i"l"”“"' I, s 'u'hu'llf black ; eves, dark
Inh-|:' | .|I|||. !4-: I, it Er'.||]4='1| L Tll(" female dilfors
in hnn:r the vellow and blie rlll'ln-:' of a duller tint;
the inferiority, however, is scarcely noticealile,

o

LEL Syrirfd rERNIFORS, LATIAM AND WILS0MN,
WONM=EATING WALTLEN.
WILSON, PLATE XXIV. VIG, IV,

Tuis is oue of the nimblest species of its whale
family, inhabiting the same conntey with the preceding,
but extending its mizrations wnch farther nortl, It
arrives in Pennsylvania abont the madidle of May, and
leaves us in September. | have pever yet met with
its nest, but have seen them r-n-ﬂnl-- their’ voungr abont
the #3th of June. This bird is remarkabl ¥ lomd of
gpiders, thirting about wherever there is a probability
of tindine these fnsects,  IF thers be a branch brolien,
anid the leves withered, it shoats among them in pre-
ference to every other part of the tree, making o great
rustling, in search of its I have often witched

- _.{ité manmuvres while thius engueed, and lying from tree
Ao teew in search of suel plices.  On disseetion, T have
uniformly fimend their stomachs lled with spiders or
caterpillirs, or both,  Its note 15 a feeble chirp, ravely
uttered.

Thie worm-eater is live inches and a quarter in length,
and eizhe inches in extent; back, tail, and wings, a
fine clear olive ; tips and inner vanes of the wing-quills,
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a disky Brown g fail, slighily forkied, vet the exterior
feathers are somewhat siorter than the middle enes;
head anl whole Jower ootz a divty baits the former
marked with fowe steeaks of Black, ove passing from
eggelt wostril, braadening s it descends the hind head 3
el one Trom the '|I1|\lg||"i||.|' ;'|||:_:i..n of cach eve: the Lill
i= stont, shedehit, pretty thick af the hose, |q-|||g:rh-d|1.'|.m!
hllrm'ill:’ to o fine 1!1-‘|:I; ne bristles ot the sile of the
monuth i towrue, thin, ond lacerated ol the tip: the
Lreast is mest strongly tinged with the arange buif; .
vent, waved with i:lll‘-!-i:..' olive; Lill, Wackish above,
flosh colowred below @ lews and ferd, o ]1'|_|_sl 4-|:|_l|' |'|’pt1’|“|,";

eye, darle hasel. The fomale Jifters very little in
colour from the male,

O this speeics Mr Pennant males the followine
remarks i=* Does not appear in Pennsylvania tll
Jrz]:r, in i« possaEe northward. Does nl roturn the
sUme Ny, Lt i stlt1|!1q|-\'|'-i: {1 e Im_\'m'“] the nicuntains
whidch lie to the wost,  This seems to be the oase witl
all the transient vernal vizitants of Pennsylvania.
That a small lird shonld permit the whole spring, and
bl of the summer, to [Fuss anay bhelore 1t 1'||n.rti|"||t af
" '[I:Ii*-illi_' to the north to breed,” is a CRCIIEEaneE, o
should think, would have exeited the suspicion of w0
discerning a naturalist as the anthor of Arctic Zoology,
as to it truth, 1 do oot Know that thas bivd breeds 1o
the uorthward of the United States, A to theie roturn-
i home by the conntry bevond the monntains”
this mnst, donbtless be for the purpose of finishing the
editeation of their <t riil.l'iil:_h- ey, az 12 done i Eurogpe,
by making the ceand tour.  This, by the by, wonld e
w el more convenient retroeraile rowte G the dueks
il it 08, like the Kemwtnekians, they could take y-—- -
welhvantoee of the corrent of the Ohio il Misnissippi,
to ot down to the sombivard, Unfortunately, hows
ever, for this pretty theory, all our vernal visitants
with which I am aequainted, are eonteuted 1o plod
haome Ly the same resions through which they advaneed,
not even excepting the geese,

* Arctic Zoclorw, e 406,
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13 SVEFLL SOEITARED, WILSOXN
BLUG-WIKdRs VELLDW W3 RRLER.
Wik, PLATE Xi, FLE 1w

Tins bird bas been mistaken for the pine ereeper of
Cateshy, It = o very dilferent species. I comes to
us early in May (rom the south; bannts thickets and
:-ill'“||||1.~|_‘i|_'_-.. hl'.,ll"l'l[illl: thie branchies lor tnscets 3 is fonid
of visiting gardens, orchards, amd willow trees, of
aleaning aneng blossoms, and eurrant bushes ; and is
t-r|'1||||'llrl.l|' ol in very up'qi|||'-.[|':|'|,-t‘ windils, where it
o ||4,-I'.|.||1. builds itz nest, Thiz is fixed inoa thick bunch
(il tll--g.ul I\. ol |||I1l_:' l_:|,|u-r }.||||'||'T1t|||."‘ HIIII"'I[I'I'I"E 1!1.' a bivber
bash. Tt is built in the form of an foverted eone,
'I'-|JLI.!I1'|. the bottom thie LI\ 111'111!| d with |'|H Tl ||'.1'|. oy
the sides formed of the Jrr bark of strong wieeids, lnwd
within with fiue dey grass,  These materials are not
placied in the wanl manner, cicenlaely, bat shelving
downwards on all sides from the top ; the month being
wide, the bottow very narvow, Gilliad with leaves, anil
the ezgs or young ocenpying the middle, The female
lays ive eoxs, puee white, with o fow very faint dots of
reddish near the seeat enil 3 the voung appear the fivst
week in June, | am not eertain whether they raise a
gecotd brood in the some season.

I have met with several of these nests, always in a
retived, though open part of the woods, and very similar
to each other,

The fivst specimen of this bied talien notice of by
European writers was transmitted, with many others,
_,-.‘ h:.' :'i-ll" .“l“P]I.I.IIIb ]'n.'l.l'h.l.lll i ."lll.' qun';u'l'lﬂ, Ipl\' L] Imm i.t.

was deavwn and etelied in the 2770 pl:.q[:- ol his COyni-
Hodogy, Do his remarks on this bied, he seems ot o
loss b determine whether it is not the pine creeper of
Catesby ;% aditlicnlty oceasioned by the very imperfect
colonrmg aml fizure ol (¢ ateshy's bl The pine ereeper,

¥ Caresay, Cor. val, §; pl. Gl.
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however, i o much larzer binl; is of a dok yellow
olive wbove, and orge yellow below § has all the habats
of 1 creeper, alightine on the trunks of the pine trees,
runniier ninbly ponl thewn, od, according to Mre Abbot,
Duildx o !1:'|l-i!1' post, 1 obseryved thonsands of them in
the pine woods of Careling and Georsia, where they
wre pesident, lut have never met with them in oy part
of Pennsvlvania,

Tlii= -\ll'li'l.'ir'h iu five inches and a hall long, and seven
anid a Lalf broad ; hind head, and whele back, a rich !
sreen olive; crown and front, orange }':-II-:'-I-; whaole
lower parts, yellow, exeep the vent feathers, which
are white : ill, black above, lishter below ; lores, black ;
the form of the bill approximates a little to that of the
finel ; wines and tail, deep brown, broadly edged with
pale slate, which makes them appear wholly of that
tint, except at the [i]m; first and second row of coverts
tipt with white slightly stained with yellow; the thires
axterior tail femthers Dave their inner vanes nearly all
white ; legs, pale bluish ; feet, dirty yellow ; the two
middle tuil feathers are pale elate,  The female differs
very little in colonr from the male.

This species very much resembles the prothonotary
warbler of Pennant and Buffon ; the only difference £
El pereeive, on comparing specimens of each, is, that
the yellow of the prothonotary is more of an orange
tint, and the bird somewhat larger.

|
Iilh SVEFLL CHOVSOPTERI, TATIHAM AXD WILSOX,
GOLDEY "WINGED WARRLY
VLAY, PLATE XV, FHL YL == MALE i

Tuns is a spring passenger through the United States
tor the north. From the partieular foom of its Lill, it
ourht rather to be separated from the warllers ; or,
alone with several others of the same ind, might be
arraneed as o sulweneca, or particolar family of that
tribie, which might with propriety be called worm-ceaters,
the motacille vermivora of Turton laving the bill
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exactly of this forme,  The habits of these bivds partake
a rood deal of these of the titmonse 3 owd, W e
Limgwase and action, they very wueh resemble 1hem,
e A thiet can be said of this species is, that i appears in
ety lvanin for o few dayvs, about the List of April or
ginming of May, darting actively moong the young
Feaves amd opening buds, anl is mther o scaree species,
The solden-wineed warbler is five inches long, and
seven broad ; the crown, golden yellow ; the first and

= second row of wine-coverts, of the same rich yellow ;

the rest of the upper parts, a deep ash, or durk slate
colour; tauil, slslitly forked, and, a5 well as the wings,
edeed with whitish ; o black band passes throungh the
eve, and is separated from the yellow of the crown by
ne line of white: elin and throat, black, between

kich aud that passing through the eve runs a strip of
white; belty and vent, whire; bill, black, svadually
tapering to a sharp point ; lezs, darks ash ; irides, linze

Pennant Las descriled this speeics twice, fiest, as the
polden-winged warbler, and, immediately after, as the
yellow-fronted warbler.

1L, sUTRITd PEREGEIX Ay WILLON, — TEXNESLE WALNLER.

WiLsid, PLAVE R%RY, Fi, 17

Tumis plain little bird has Litherto remained unknowi.
1 first found it on the hanks of Comberiand river, in
thie State of Tennesee, aml LTI it to be rare, ]J.‘l‘u']li;:
sinee met with enly two individuals of the same species,
It wits humting nimbly amons the young lenves, anil,
Ll all the rest of the Guuily of wonnseaters, to which,

_{-:r its Lill, it evidently belongs, seemeid to partake a
arnd deal of the habits of the titmonse,  Tts notes werp
i amed seenls o and 115 stomm ||II o dlissection, eontaaned
sull green 4-;:11-r|rlll.'u'.-g anil a few u']n;_n-ul inseets.

Ax this species is 50 very rare in the United States,
it is most probably a pative of & more southerly elimate,
where it may be equally numerous with any of the rest
of its genus,  The small cernlean warbler, which, in




wrei, which is also seaves to the nerthward of Mary-
Lo, i= abundant theousl the whele extent of countr
from Pitt<bure to New Orleans,

Particular species of birds, like different nations of
men, have their eongenial elimes and Fovourite coun-
tries: but wanderers are common to both; =some 1
soarel of hetter fare, ome of adventare, etliers led by -
enriosity, and iy deiven |r:|.' stornis aul acendent,

The Tennesee warblor is four inches and three gquar-
ters long, awl eight inclies e extent ; the baels, ramp,
aud tail-coverts, ave of o rich yvellow olive ; lesser wing-
coverts, the some; wings, deep dusky, edzed broa
with }'1'"”“‘ olive; tail, forked, olive, pecbicved witkgh
dusky’s eheels and npper part of the head, inclining
Ligrlat Bluish, and ginged wlﬂll olive ; line feom the nostrils
over the eye, pale yellow, fading into white ; throat anid
hl-"l::h[, Fhljl' e colour let:, amel veut, white; I"'_';-'".
purplish brown; bill, pointed, amil thieker at the base
than thoze of the spfeia menns goverally e ; upper
mandible, dark dushke, lower, somewhat paler; ey,
hazel,

Thie female dilfers little, in the colonr of her plumage,
feonn the male; the vellow line over the eye is mwore
obcure, god the olive not of so rich o tint,
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Pennsylvania, aml almast all over the Atlatie States,
is extremely rave, 1 found the most npmerons of its |
tribe in Tewnesee gud West Florida ; and the Caroline

197, EFLFrd RURRicapifGd, WILSO N, = KASHVILLE WA RBLEL
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Toe very uneommon notes of this little bird wero
familiar to me for severa] days before 1 sueeveded §
obtaining it.  These notes very mueh resembled gk
breakine of small dey twizs, or the striking of small
pelibles of differout siges smarily against ench other for
six oF seven Himses, aml lowd enongh 16 be beard at the
distance of thiety or forty vards. It was some time
biefore | eonld ascertain whether the sennd procesded
from a bird or an insect. At length [ discovered the bird,




XASIVILLE WARELER. 171

and was mot a little weatitied ot lnding it an entire new
s hitherto woideseribaeid :‘-iﬂ'l'i.l."‘-'. I was alsis fortunate
enoteely 1o meet afterwards with two others exactly
sgorrespondioe with the fiest, ull of them being v bis,
spse were shot iu the State of Tennesee, not fir from
whville, Tt bad all the agility and active Labits of
% famidly, the woru-eaters,

The lenath of this species is four incles and a hialf,

breadth, seven iches ; the upper parts of t.t"" Ieal and
« mevli, light ash; a little inelining to olive; crown,
.-:1:\.:1.-1] with deep chestunt in small touches ; a2 [_ll-"l_ll-1
yellowish vinge ronnd the eye ; whole lower parts, vivid
yellow, exeept the middle of the belly, which s white
bk, yellow olive, slichitly skivted with ash ; rump and
Leaverts, rich vellow ‘olive; wings, nearly black,
cally cdwed with olive; tail, slightly forled, and
FETY dorls olive; lews, ash; foet, dicty yellow Lill,
tapering to @ fine point, and dusky ash ; no white on
wings or tail; eye, hazel,
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Tur pleasing manners, and sociable disposition, of
this litthe Ligd, entitle him to particolar notice,  As
ome of the first messengers of spring, bringing the
charming fidings to one very doors, he beas bis own
recompendation always along with him, and meets

th a hearty welcome fepm every by,

Thoveh cenerally aceounted a lard of passare, vet,
so carly @5 the middle of Felraary, if the weather be
open, e usnally makes his appearance about his old
lunts, the barn, oeehard, and fence posts. Storms and
deep snows sometimes siceeeding, he disappears for o
fime 3 but about the meiddle of Mareh i acpin sceen,
accompanied by his mate, visiting the box in the garden,
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or the hole in the old apple teee, the eeadle of some
grenerations of his aneestors,  * When he first beains
iz amours™ savs @ eartons and eorreet observer, it iy
pleasing to hehold Lis courtship, his solicitude to plesse
anil 1o secore the fovour of his beloved female,
naes the tenderes| f"-\]['l-i“-n'ri.'lnh. =ity clime b her, enress
ol =ingrs to ler his most endearing warblines,  Whert
seated togetlier, iF he espies an insect delicious 1o hor
faste, le tales it up, flies with it to her, hlrl'\viul-i feis
wing over her, and puts it in her mouth, ¢ 5 o rival -
nuikes his appearance, (for they are ardent iu their
lovis, ) he guits her in o moment, attacks aml pursues
the inirwler as he shilts fron place to place, in tones
that bespeak the jealonsy of his affection, comlducts Lina,
with many veproofs, beyond the extremitios of ]
territory, and returos to warble out his transports Py
trinmph beside his beloved mate.  The preliminarios
heing thus settled, and the spot fixed on, they besin to
elean out the old nest, and the rablish of the former
yoear, amd to prepare for the reception of their fature
offspring.  Soon after this, another sociable little pil-
frim, (setaeille domestica, ouse wreen,) also arrives
from the south, and, finding such & snug berth pre-
oceupied, shews his spite, by wa ling i eonvenient
opportunity, and, in the alsence of the owiner, o ping
in o pulling ot sticks ; but takes special enve to make
aff as fast as possibie,

The female lays five, and sometimes six omrs, of a prales
blae eolour ; aml raises two, and sometimes three brood
i e weason g the male taking the youngest unider his

prarticular care while the female is azain sitting,  Their
principal sl are insects, particilarly lavge heetlis, and

decaying trees, Spiders are also a faveurite repuist wi

them,  In the Fll, they occasionally vesale themselves
an the berries of the sour som g and, s winter ap-
proaches, on tha<e of the red ecedar, and on the froit of
a rough bairy vine that runs up and cleaves fast to the

* Letter from JMr William Dartram to the author.

ather Ii1.'trr]--|l|'-|1|-':I sorts, that lurk ameng old, dead, ::y_,
h
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trinks of trees, I:E|u~ !H'l'\i!!hllllll" 15 another of tTheir

Bavourite dishe, anl iy o heer Gruitz and seeds which

"1 have fonnd i theie ston hig at that season, wlhie Is,

beivr no Loty st b onalle (o ||.||r|.|||||r|.r1- |h.-l.'

i lIu|IIl.'I|E|'| pestered with o '\-\.11.-|||,l-\. ol e W n“_

e of whideh 1 Tueve tken from 1heir intestines of au

% L 1]II:.II._'| sige, amd, 10 smne CHEEE, I Uit mume-

bers.  Most other birds are also [n.l.|--||_|.-d with thewss

vermin, bt the Dlaehivd secms more salject to them
than any 1 Kuow, ¢ uir! the wosdeoek., Ao fceount

of the different species of vermin, many of whicl, 1

doubt not, ave nowle seripts, that infest s |||.NI|I.|."| and

Jll'li.‘\lll11\ of onr !.lllrl.- '|'|1II|il.t al =ell form an |_;||[1-:'\|"->L

III'_: IH'IJ|I|.I-'|-IH-.II|', but, = thiz |||'I-=|1|'l= e Plnlulgll,' 10

lagrist, 1 shall I|I.l!'| Itll|!|.|'||,r||;|=|, of tlis 'l.i|:|||{

Hq' notice of some of 1he :m--t remirlalle,

The wsual spring and swmmer song of the bluelird
iz o =soft, agrecable, and ul't-ru-ln. ated warble, uttored
with open fllrnl'ull" wings, anid is ermm-l-. Plessing,
In his motions and reveral charcter, he lias sTeal
rezemblance to the u|||l|| riedbreast of 't1-||1.||:1~, mul Tl
he the brown olive of that bied, instead of Lis own
blwe, could searcely be distinguished from him,  Like
him, he is koown to almost oy ery child ; and shews as
much confidence in man ]::.' .'|_\_-.n|'i.|t'|||_l_-" with him in
snmmer, i@s 1lhe other ||'|' hi= Gumbiaeity m winter., He
15 also of oo mild g I'\-I'..III'|IJ|: ||:h|m-.|rm1| seldom lielitines
OT fuarre “IM" with |_rrlwr' Illrii‘\ |||>. ET T ||-1l| ™ ||m|j.-4{
by the :mhabitaniz of the 11’|I|:|H|'.II andd few l,|||||. s
ru"ll--qt to ||I1|'|.l|-|' for him, in sowme switalile |1||.-, i
suug hittle summer-house, |'|';|||1. hrred sl rent Freee.
For this he more than sulli :w!llll. ey s thiicon ]:l, e

weerfulness of his =01, andl the ]|1||]||I'u|||l if 1 ||1r|m;;:.,

_i\mh which L lljlh' ||r"\1|||-1.>.. Towarids fall, that 1=
in the month of ”rr||||1~r ijl-. SO chianges to g >|-||u|_|_-
plointive note, as he passes over e :'|III1|I|I| IETIRES
colonred woods; aml s melmelioly air recalls to our
minds 1he :||||_-l‘4_|.||'||i.||'_r 1|4|';4:|." of the fee of mature.
Even after the trees are strpt of their Teaves; he still

v p——
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lingers over lis native fields, a5 i loth to lewve them,
About the widdles or end of November, few or uone
of them are seen ; Litet, with evers return of wild s’
o weatther, we Liear lis |||.:1||..'i11- nate unddst the
IILH= U 1 1|I|' .|l|' ‘-n~I|||||" L] |||'| |.|||- 1|||' vt
wf 'I-'I-IILIA'I. !lllilll'l.«..| he RbpMEES i |I1|l'| ever 1
forsalie ws; but to follow Guir weather through all i
Journeviogs tll the vetari of sprin

Such are the will and lili_"l\llll mignnerz of the blue-
bied, amil s 11I|!1.|~l'1...||.l| i he esteewidd, that 1 have
often vervetted that no pastoral nyse fhas vt arisen in
this western woody world, to do justice 1o his name,
and endear him to us still more Ly the tenderness of
verse, as has boen doine to his I'I‘]I!'l_'l\.l'lﬂ.l.“"l.I_' in Dritaip,
the rabin redbrepst. A swall acknow fedement of thilg
kind I have to offer, which the render, 1 Lope, w
excise as a tribute to rural wneconee.

When winter's eald 1o |1||u,-h- il =W are ne neere,
Green meadbovs ol brown furvow'd Bedibs re. '|'|||-.'||a||"
']'Iw ||.-I|| rinen hanlime tlseir shoal to 11k -

+ tar thie Lakivs are .|--1llnllg .

When red glaw 1he i |.||!|_ g0 fresh anl su plesing,
00 glien comies the B by el Berald of spring r
And haits with his warlilinzs the clarms of the scason,

Then load piping frazs make the m irshies e ring
Tlien warm slows the suns il gine 19 vhe wenther §
Tlaer Tl % ane] flwors gust | mEing f S[IrTg,
And spieewond anl se=afras odds
O thein ta your gardins ve hoospaivies e,
Yaour walks border ay and plant at yuure leisure ;
The 1 il will chant From ks box sach an air,
That all vour harl toals wall seem truly’ a plessure *

He flie= thrmerh the orchand; he visits exch teee, )’
The red Sowering peach;, anld the agle’s sweet blossoms 5
He =nap= up royers v herever they D,
Aned seires tlee caitiile thae lurk i their Dosonnms §
Il dlrags th b froen tlie corn 0 devonrs,
The warims from the wehs, whire they st and welter ;
His sone gl Liis services focely are ours,
And all that he asks ls—iu sunnier o shulter,

OGS
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Tl ozl 15 pleased when e pleans i bis train,
' relinng the furrws— now timanting 1 cheer Lis §
gard ier delights o his sweet, -|||_1.IL' sty
wit hiis '\-!I.l.lh e =Ny siael 1o Biwdr b 2
e =l linkr'ring sebisalboy = foraet vhey 1 be chl,
Wiide geenas untent as bhe warhbos latore (e
1otk o <kyv=0lvie, anal bosom so rd,
Tliat cach hatle losterer seetis to abivee bin,

Whien all the gay <ecns of the sumener are o'er,
]

Anil &

1 Al
& Have
i
LT
Lill i

He=inz= Lt

srteni s = coters soosilent wml sallow,

of warblers, that eharm’l us bofore,
train of el snp-seckmng swulkow 5
bluelund, fur=aken, yet true to hies o,

o Al loks fur o ntilider to-nn
al by the bievors of winter ta room,
iet th a lune pote of sorvow,

While «prings lovely senson, serenc, dpwy, warm,
~ The erevn face of carth, aml the pure bibse of leaven,
O Jove's native music hive infloesce to clang,
Ur = thy's slew to pur feelings are given,
Sl dear 1o each bosowy the bluchind shall be
His vy bike the thrillings of hepe, 14 0 treasure 3
For, thrmigh bleakest storms, if o calm bo bot s,
He comes to romiim] us of swsliioe and Pletsuire |

The Bluehind, in summear and fll, iz fond of fre-
qlll'hﬁll'.: open pastare fields ;o awd (here 1|¢1'1-I|h1g o1
the stalkz of the great mollein, to look ont for [t
mzEects. A whole I':||||i11r of them are often seen, thus
situated, as it receiving lessons of dexterity from their
more expert parents, who can espy a beetle crawling
s Uhe grass, st o cousideralile distance ; and, after
feadine on i1, instintly resume their former position.
But whoever informed De Latham, that % this bivd
iz mever seen on trees, though it wakes its nest in the

boles of them ™% might as well have said, that the
;i ‘*mﬂri-::illh are pever seen in the steeets, though they
Leiald their houses Er_‘!.' the sides ol s, For what s
there in the constraction of the feet and elaws of this
hivd to prevent it from perchiog O what sighit more
cormon tean inhabitant of this couniry than the blne-

" Kywapais, vol. iy e 440 =40,
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bird perched on the top of a prach or apple tree; or
amone the branches of these veverewl hrowl-ormed
elhestout teees, that stamd alone i the wididle of onre
fickls, Weached by the mins and blasts of ages ¥

The bluchivd is six inehes and three quarters i
lemeethy, the wings remarkally full el broad ; th
whole upper parts are of @ vich sky blae, with purpl&
reflections 3 the Bill and lers are black ; inside of the .
mouth aud soles of the feet, yvellow, resembling the
eolour of o vipe persimmon ; the shafis of all the wing
and tail-leathers are black s throat, neck, breast, and °
sirles, Iy under the wings, chestint ; w ings, dusly
Black at the tips ; belly awd vent, white ; sowetines
the secomdaries are exteriorly light brown, but the
Lird bas in that easo not arrived at his il colou
Thes female is casily distingnished by the doller cast
the back, the plmmage of which is slirted with lig)
brown, and by the red on the breast being mach fainter,
and not descending near so low as in the male; the
secomdaries also more 1I||!-|'i._'|.'- Thi= species s forml
aver the whele United States : in the Bahama Tlands,
where many of them winter; as also in Mexico, Lra
sl Gininea,

Alr Edwards mentions, that the specimen ol thiz bird
whieh lie was fovoured with, was sent from the Bermu-
s 3 andl, as these islands abonnd with the cedar, it iz
highly probable that many of these binls pass [rom
ot continent thither, at the commencement of winter,
to enjoy the mildness of that climate as well as their
Tavourite foad,

As the Muehird is so regnlarly seen in winter, afier
the continunes of @ few diys of mild and open weat her,
it has miven rise to varions conjectures as to the plage
of lis retroaf, Some supposing it to Be in closg 1
sheltered thickets, Iying to the sun; others the neigl-
biourhood of the sea, where the sir is supposed to e
mare temperate, aml where the matters thrown up by
the waves furuish him with o constant and plentiful
supply of foud.  Others trace him to the dark recesses
of hollow trees, and subierraneous caverns, where they

u
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suppase e dozes away the winter, making, like Tolio-
s Crosee, seeasional recounaitring excnrsions from
hix castle, whenever the weatlier ||.||l||1~i|.- o b Lvionir=
able.  Bio, amidstthe snows and severities of winter,
BV e 3*'--“__'|II for i in vain e the most Gavourabile
sheltered sifwations of the middle States; aml not only
in the !“';'.{Il.’li'lil'i'lillld af the sea, but on Lotl sides of
the mountains.® 1 luve wever, indeed, explored the
"ﬂ'lltlh of vaverns i seeeh of Bim, becanse | would o
soon expect to meet with tulips and batterflies there,
as bluebivds: but, amons lumdeeds of wosdne, wieo
have ent dowu trees of all sorrs, and at all seasons, 1
bave wever heand one instance of these bivds beings
foumd =0 mmured in winter; while, in the whole of
LHhe middle anid eastern States, the woge soneral obeer-
fion seens To prevail that the blnehivd alwavs maloes
ippearies i winter afler a few days of mild and
open weather, U the other hawd, 1 have been assured
by different mentlewmen of respectability, whe have
risided in thee =lands of Jamaica, Coba, and the Baba-
mas and Bermmdaz, that this very bisd is common theee
in winter,  Wealso find, from the works of Fernanideg,
!‘]-u, s 1'|I|I|'|'1I that it ix well known in Mr\il:l,
Guizea, and Brazil ; and, if so, the place of itz winter
retrent 1s 1-.'.-i|_';' Amier] |i.|||'||. L1 i1|ln|l1. |IIL‘|j||: P se
1] .':“ the 1 |I|'|rn'|':.' r:l' hales anil CAVOTn=, 1|||'|.|ilJ.'II1'!.'.|
hvhernation, amd such ridiculous improbabilitnes.
Nothing s more conmmon in Pennsylvani than to seo
larze focks of these hipds, in sprivg and fall, passing at
constderable leishts an the aie ;. Feom the south i the
former, and From the north i the Litter =easen. 1 have
seen, ju the month of October, abont an honr aller
_ﬁ:‘mriw. teny o fifteen of them deseeml oo o great
dehit, s settle on the top of a tall detached tree,
appearing, from their silenee anil -l*-|.|1u'||-'.=~'.._lu [0
steaugers, awd fatirued.  After a panse of a few minates,

ishividuzls
thnzs in tae

re penerally. &
our gl Erees, soo

b woaniters
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175 AXTIUS SMYXOLETTA.

they besin to dreess and arsange thear l!]lllql.:l;ff'. and
comtinued =0 employed for ten or lifteen minuies more ;
thew, on o few warning noles being given, perliaps ||'.'
this h‘- I.I:tll. of the '|:|.ul'l. 1|||' W |||||.r' e ||||1|.|.4||_|'||. T ik '|.'.|_-‘T
]||_-1|_r|h1 =i t‘lll;_" o obirect line for the southwest. In
=T .'|I1|I1_l_'|‘ the chain of the Bahamas towards the
"l-u'w.'[. IIHIiI_‘.—-; iy ereat 1|iI]'1L'lt]r}f Lokl oueie, firom thc
|'4-¢¢|||,.-||.|_-:.' ol these i.-|.'|.:|'ui~':; nor even to the Bermudas,
h]|h'|l. HiNY saiil ta I six |:||ll|th'|'l:! miles fll.'mu 1|||' feniesl
part of the continent,  This wmay seem an extraoridinary
ikt for o small @& b ; but it is nevertheless a Get
that it iz pecforneed. 16 we suppose the bloebid in this
caze to iy only at the rate of a mile per minute, which is
lesa than 1 have actually ascertained him to do over land,
ten o eleven hours woull be suflicient to .ll.lll!ll]]]l.l-.l
the journey; besides the ehances he wonld have g

resting places by The way, from the number of vessel
that wenerally navigate those seas.  In like manner,
LR |11u.-, ab most, .I.I.l{;l“]l.l.l"' for numerons stases for
rest, would conduct him from the remotest regions of
Mexien to any part of the Atlantic States.  When the
patural history of that pave of the continent aml its
wiljncent dsles is better koown, amd the perieds ar
whiich its birds of passage aveive and depart, are tenly
ascertained, 1 have no doubt but these suppositions
will L I'||I|1. corroborated,

GEXNUS XX —ANTHES, Brora
L AXTRUS SPEXOLETTA; DOSAR: = JEIGOA BUPdy WILSOSN,

NNoWwX LiRK.

WILMIN, PLATE AL FlG. 1% ":

I what partienlar disteice of the northern regions
thiz bird Lreeds, T om anable to say.  In Pennsylvania
it fir=t arrives from the wortl abont the middle of
Ovtober; flies in loose seattered Nocks; is stronsly
attached 1o flat, newly plowed diclds, commons, and
suel ke situntions; has a feelle note, charaeteristio of
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= tribee; runs :'.|'|||||t_',' along the eronnid ; and, wheo
the flock makes to wing, they fly high, and generally to
a coustderable distanee |||,'1:r|_1~ |:|:||'._'|,' ..||I_'_:|.|.1. .i"l[.lll-:u' of
them continue in the neizhbourhood of Philudelphia
all winter, i the seszon be moderate.  1u the southern
States, particalarly in the lower parcts of North anl
Sourh Caroling, 1 found these larks in great alundanes
in the muddle of 1"|||'||.'|_r}"_ Laowse locks of many
hwndreds were e albout from one corn field to
another; and, in the low riee grounds, they were in
ereat abundance.  On opening numbers of these, they
appeared to have been feeding on various small seeids
with a lirge quantity of gravel,  On the 8thoof April 1
shot several of these birds in the neighbourhood of
Lexington, Keutucky, In Penusylvania they generally
ppear, ou theie way to the north, about the lhegin-

I'.:ru'; of May, or carlier. At Portland, in the district

of Maine, I et with a flock of these birds in October,
I do not kuow that they breed within the United
States.  OF their song, nest, eges, &e, we have no
aceount, .

The Lrown lark is six inches long, and ten inches
and a hall in extent; the npper pards, brown olive,
touched with dosky ; greater coverts and next superior
row, lishter ; Bill, Llack, slewder; nostril, promincst ;
chin and kne over the eye, pale rufous; breast and
Lelly, brownish ochre, the former spotted with black ;
tertials, black, the secondaries lrown, edged with
lighter ; tail, slightly forked, Llaek the two externor
feathers marked largely with white; legs, darl purplish
brown; hind heel, long, and nearly steaight ;3 eye, dark
hazel. Male and female nearly alike,  Mr Pennant
says that one of these binls was shot near London.
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BESNLE XXIV, = EEGULLS Yirme
D, SOV EY CalENHELE, 6TEPINESS.
FYrECE] CALDNDEL S WIESYS, — WU LY=CROWEED WiILER.
WILSOX, FLATE %o M1, 111

Tuus little bivd visits us early in the spring, feom the
soth, aml 18 u|,|||-|'-]|'|.' fivst found amons the 111"li|n|l."
l-I“--.puh, abont the b ainning of Ap These fuiling,
it las recourse to Tlluw- of the peac b, apple, and n1||l.'r
fruit trees, partly for the tops of the sweet andl slender
stamina of the lowers, and parvily for the winged
insects that hover among them. In the wmiddle of
summeer, | have rarely met with these binds in Penn-
sylvania ; and, as they penetrate as for worth as the
cmunr\ ronmd Fodson's Bay, and alse breed there, it
accounts for their late arvival here, in fall. They then
grzocinte with the ditferent species of tirmonse, ol the
moldep-erested wren ; aml are particnlarly numerons in
the month of October, il besinning of November, in
evchards, among the decaying leaves ol the apple trees,
that, at thiat season, are infested witk areat numbers of
simall Black-winged jvsects, among which they make
great havor. T have often regretted the paindul neces-
Li1_-.- one 15 unider of taking '.ul.n_',' the lives of sach
inoffensive, useful lintle creatores, mevely to oliain a
more perfect knowledge of the species ; for they appear
g0 busy, so active and ||u,1|>|m:-11'u-r:, as to vonlimune
searchine abont the some twig, oven after their com-
panions have been shot down beside them,  They are
more remarkably so in automn, which may be owing
to the great number of voung amd inexperieneed Linds h__
which are then among 1liem ; and feequently, at this.
AP0, I II:H.-I"' ,\rrn’rrl II:1'||1|'|' lllu" I|'|'(‘-r 11||rtil11||.l.'.'-§, to
olsepye I'|||'!I:|:1 while 1]||':|' g]lq]hvl! SRR 1T the low
h.l“{ .-Lnlmllilul'-. 'l.l.irll'ih. a lool OF 1w 1’|r' my l|I|.".|d.

v are extremely advoit in eatching their prey; have
at times a feeble chirp ; visit the tops of the

b s
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tallest trees, as well as the lowest husghes 3 and cantinme
f_"-:'lh'l'-lli_'u' towe b constsleralile 1me TS e brsunelies
of the sanwe (ree, durtinge ahout rom place 1o plaee 3
~'1'|']"-'-Il'i"'-r-. when on e tup ot o i\i;ll na.1||||-:| wo bigrer
e nmalile bsos,
The rlllrI\. —erowned w

e s four incles Toug, al six
in extent ; the upper poarts of the Deead, moeeks, snd back,
are of a fine greenidh olive, with a considerable tinere
of yellow ; wings and tail, dusky purplish Lrown,
ecteriorly edged with vellow olive; secomlaries, amd
fiest row of wingecoverts, edoed and tipt with white,
with wspot of deep purplish brown aeross tlic secon-
dariis, dust below their coverts; the imld Lead s
ornmmented with an oblong lateral spot of vermilion,
walls almos=t hid F-:l.' the other |||II!IH,|I,:|'; round the
& ring of vellowish white ; whale nnder parts, of
fii e tint i bowrs, dark brown 3 foet and claws, vellow;

bill, slender, steairht, not noteled, foroasted with a (e

black hairs at li'!:l;‘ lase 3 inside of the '|.|:1|u|[h., orange,

The female differs very little in its plumage from the

male, the colowrs being less lvely, and the il some-

what less.  Notwithstanding my utmost endeaveurs, I

Lave never been alle to discover their nest thopsh,

frovmt A e circumstance of havine found them sometines

here in summer, | am persanded that they ezensionally

brecd in Pennsvlvania; bt T know several binds, no
larger than this, that usually build on the extremities

of the tallest trees i the woodsz 3 which 1 have dizeo-

vored from their boginning belfore the lenves are ont 3

I'|I'.I|I-:|' 1.If||l'r'~'. i rllrtlllT, ehoose .'-|I|'|i|.'|'| sluntions § :|||_:'[,
shionld they delay building until the woods are thickened

"".r'it!l I"i”"""l it is no Clsy 1 b By 1]i=s;1|'|.'1~r rh:'n], 1]1

. -*ﬂi;ll‘ 1|II'_'I-' are S0 extrend fut, oz almost 1o dissolve
Herween the fingers as you open them ; owing to the

great abuwplance of their fivourite insects at that time,




182 LEGULUS CHISTATUS,

1. EBeenrs CRISTATUS, DAY-— AVEFIL BEGULES; WILSON.
COLBEN=CRESTED WREN.

WLAON, PLATE VITL Bl i1 ==MALIL = CRENIU NG COLLECE MUSETM,

Tius diminutive species is a frequent associate of the
brown creeper, aml seems to be almost o citizen of
the world af lavae, having been found not ouly in North
and Bouth Awmerica, the West Indies, and Europe, bot
ewen in Africa and Indin, The specimen from Europe,
in Mr DPeale’s collection, appears to be in nothing
specifically different from the American ; and the very
peeurate deseription given of this bivd, by the Count de
Buffon, agrees in every respect with ours.  Tere, as H
Europe, it is a bird of passage, making its first appear
ance in Pennsylvania carly in April, smong the blossoms
of the maple, often aceom anied by the raby-crowned
wren, which, exeept in the markings of the head, it
very much resembles. It is very frequent among ever-
ETECTS, S I ns the I1IIH‘, spruce, -I"I'l:.ll‘, Ii!llli]ll‘t'. o, and
in the fall, is ;_rcm-rn]li}' found in company with the two
species of titmonse, brown creeper, and swall spoited
wondpecker. Tt is an active, nnsnspicious, and diligent
little creature, climbing and  hanging, oceasionally,
among the Tranches, and sometimes even on the body
of the tree, in search of the larve of tnsects attached to
the leaves and stems, and varions Linds of small flies,
which it frequently seizges on wing,  As it retires still
farther nocth to breed, it is <eldom seen in Pennsylvania
from May Lo Oectobier : bt iz then numerous in orchareds,
feeding among the leaves of the apple trees, which, at
that season, are infested with vast numbers of smal -
black-winged inseels.  Its ehirp is feeble, not much
Jouder than that of & monse : thoush, where it breeds,
the male is said to have a variety ol sprightly notes.

It lmilds its west feequently on the branches of an

avergreen, covers it entircly round, leaving a small 1
hole on one side for entrance, rﬂl'llﬁirp' it outwar! . of |
moss and lichens, and lining it warmly with downs -
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The female lavs six or cight eges, pore white, with a
Fow minute specks of dull red. De Latham, on whose
anthority this is given, observes, @ it seenms, to prefer
the oak trees in preference to all others, 1 have more
than omee seen . brood of these in o e onks, i the
middle of o lawn, the whole little fumily of which, a8
soon as able, wers in '|||'I'|_r|‘-l1|.|.1 motion, il save mreat
plessnre o many whe view el e, The nest of one
of these has also been mle in o ganden on a dir tree ;
it was composed of miss the opening on one sitle, in
shape vonndish 5 it was lined w il o downy substance,
mived with small Glaments. 1t is sid to sing very
melodiously, vory like the common wren, buf wenler.*
In Pennsvivamia, they continne with us from Oetobier
to December, mul sometimis to January.

}’ The goldien-crestod wiren is fonr jueles long, and six
inches and a Talf in extent; back, o fine yellow olive ;
liud Wead and sides of the neck, inelining to ash 3 o lioe
of white passes round the frontlet, extending over anl
beyond the eve on each side; alrove this, ansther line
or sirip of deep black passes in the sanie Manner,
extending farther behind ; between these two strips of

l black. lics o bed of slassy golden yellow, » hicly, beinge

parted a Tittle, exposes another of a brizht tlame colour,
extending over the whele npper part of the lead ;

when the little warbler flits among the branehes, in

pursuit of insocts, e opens and shuts this zolden
grnpment with great adroituess, which produces @
striking and elegant effect ¢ lores, marked with eircular

points of (NETS below the eye, isa vounding spot of

dull white ; from the apper mandilde to thie hottom of

the car-feathers pans a line of hiack, aceompanied ly

— another of white, from tie lower mandible; hreast,
light eream eolonr; sides under the wines, and vent,

the same; wings, dusky, edeed exteriorly with villow

| olive ; ereater wing-coverts, tipt with white, imme-
diately below which, n spot of Waek extonds over

* Ry -'.'-'I-:-l','-, e, B0,

—-—
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several of the secomdaries  tail, ity losnzr, Torkaed,
1I|I\Ii_'l.', oxterior vanes hivoosllyv odlaed with :|.|'|11|'|'|' ulive ;
birwewen, oot sl ol l.n'-',:-. w3 bl Bdack, slender,
gtraizht, evilontly of the awscicapa form, the upper
mandible being notelied at the point, and furnished at
the base with bristles, that reach hall way to its point ;
Bt wluet =evan= simsrulnre wld ||u':'||ti.|,r' ter this lirtle bird,
the mostrtl om each side is covers by @ =inule feather,
thint much vesomblez the autenne of some Luttertlios,
anil = Ball the lemeth of the Wl Botton has taken
notice of the same i the f':||:|'|||r|';4:|. Tusiile of the
mmithy, o vedilish orange ; elaws, extremely sharp, the
Lind one the lowrost, Do the Geousle, the tints and
markings ave nearly the ame, only the erown or ¢rest
iz pale yellow,  These binds are numerous in Ponpsyl-
vamia, in the wonth of October, frequenting bushies IFL:at‘(
overhame stroams of water, alders, briers, amil [rErticn= 7
Larly apple trecs, where they are eminently useful in
destroving areat numbers of inseets, and are at that
season extremely fat,

lews

GEXNLUS XXV, = FROGLODITES, Yiutl.,
EUNGENUS L —FROGLODETEY, VIEILL,
4L FROGLODTTES @DON, YIEILL.
EVECTd BOMESTICN WILSDN. — HOUSE WEX.
WILSeX, PLATI Y00, Fld, TIE

Tates well known and Gumiline hivd arrives in Penn-
svlvania about the middle of April ; and, about the Sth
or 1th of May
the wooden coruishine under the eaves, ar in o haollow
1'i|i-rl':l' froe ; bt mast t'illlliilu'“ll'r 1o small Doxes, lixed
o the top of a pole, 10 or near the sarden, to which he
is extremely partial, for the mreat nnmber |.l"|-.1|r-|-||i][;.r~<
aned other Lirvae with which it constantly aupplics him,
If all these convenicnces are w anting, hé will even put

hoirins ta builld 15 nest, sometimes in ,h_
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up W it o old b, noailed on e weather hoards, » ith
a small hole for entrmnee . amd, i even this e denied
Iiinna, Mo sl fiodd soime holie, corner, or roviee ahout
the honse, bavn, or stable, mther thin Alugdon the
Vweelline= of man,  In the month of Jine, a mower
g np hiis coat, wuder o shed, near the larn g two or
t e -'S.I_lh I'!.Ilrﬂ'l] Lo lue Tiaud Gersboi T |"'“| it om
aerain 3 theisting bis aem up the sleeve, he fonnd it
conpletely Gilled witl =i pubbish, us he exprossd it,
and, o extracting the whole mass, founl it 10 be the
st of 4 wreon completely finishied, and hoed w ith o
lirira l|l!|‘:'||i:|_'|' of feathers. o las retreat, he was
followed by the little fodorn proprictors, who senlded
him with great vehemenee, for this riising the whole
eomitamy of thei Bomseholl afairs,  The twigs with
gich the outwied parts of the nest are consiruoted
e chiort undd crooked, that they may the better hook
in with one another, and the hole or eatrance i5 =0

much shut up, to prevent the intrusion of snakes, or
cats, that it appears almost impossible the hody of (he
bisd coubl e admitted @ within this, is a layer of fine
dried stallis of grass, and lastly feathers,  The exis are
six or seven, md sometimes nine, of o ved purplish fesh
colour, immmerable fine grains of that tint being thickly
_\In.-nl'i.énl over the whoele o Theew wex Iy P
tiva brood in o season ;. the lrst abont e b Ilﬂli-“:_.' of
June, the gecond in July,

This litile bird has a strong antipathy 1o cats; for,
havine (reiuent pecasion to olean among the currant
bu=hes, aud other shealbery o the wapden, those lerle-
it enewies of the feathersl eace often prove fatal to
Dim A box dixed np in the window of 1l room where
glopt, was taken possession of by a pair of wrens,
Already the nest was boilt, and two eres faid, when
the window betng open, as well as the room
o female ween, vemturiage too e into the room
recomnoilre, Wis sprung npon by rimallein, who had
1|I|~||. 1||-r-d'|.1' there lur th jurpaese Ii1| bsfore 1‘L'“-|.'I'
Il D sriven, wis destroved,  Corlons to see how the
ol - . ; :
vivor would deseean hitself, Lwatehed him earefully

=
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up with an ol hat, nailed on the weather boards, with
g =mall hole for entemee a0 even s be denied
i, be will find some lole, corner, or erevice abiont
the Bonse, barn, or sgable, mather thon abandon the

wellines of wme To the month of June, a mower
honr uge D cont, nuder @ <had, near the barn g two or
thres 't-l_n 4‘|.I|hl'|| helre he hiad oceiston To it It an
amnin s tlocustinie s arm np the sleeve, be founil it
1'||.F:!|||||-r|'il'| filleal with some rubibish, as b \.|||'1'.\.-1'|'| it,
amid, on extrietine the whole mass, found it to be the
mist Of o Wren ...-1'.'.|||_|-|1't5.' limistiel, amd hued with o
Lapap iy of feathers. In his retreat, e was
followed f.-:. the Little forlorn ]1|'|it|-|.i|"|l|-!"|-.. whio senlded
B wanle areat velieence, for thus t'llillih_‘_{ thie whole
evonomy of their household affairs.  The twigs with
}7;,|.r|| the outwail parts of the nest are eonstructed
fore short amd crooked, that they may e better hools
in with one another, aml the hole or entranee is so
mueh shut up, to present the intension of snakes, or
cats, that it appears almost impossible the body of the
bird conld be admitted ; within this, isa laver of foe
dried stallis of grass, and lastly festhers.  The epges are
s1% Or -1*l.'|'||,.'||.|.-l somelinnes wihe, of o red '|IIII'|I|i..'~h- flesly
colour, tinumerable fwe erains of that Gt beinge thiu hlj‘
:.lnrinl.lml over the whole . Thl'} '.:I‘m‘l'.'ll-]_'l' rise
two brood in aoseason: the lirst aboat the j-l'i'i::jllti'ill-'.f ol
June, the seeond in July,

This little Bard s a }.E]’IIIII_:".I.I'n‘IiEFII.i.II}' for cids ; :rLII-',
||,;ui|-._nr j'-_“'mnt.'r ocvasion o slen amone the cnrrant
|||,|_r-|il'.=._ i wilier -||:rn|'|~l-|'t|\ i the :’.1I'I.|I.'II. s lark=
inee enemies af the feathered race often prove fatal to
A Lo fixed up in the window of the room where
slopt, was taken possession of by o pair of wrens,
lready the west wis Loile, and two eree laid, when
o, the window Dl open, 45w ell as the room
¢ Female wren, venturing too lar into the room
woitee, wits sprie npon by erimalking whoe had
Berself there for the porpose ; and, before relief
Id Ty gin-:l. wis destroved,  Unrions o see Ty Ttl-l_l
vivor would demean limaelf, I wirlehed lim +:ur~ofl|l]_-,.'
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for several davs. At fiest he sung with great vivacity
fisr i howre or s, Lo, |I|"|'lriii'ir|'_: wneasy, wenl ol for
halt an o 3 on his retaren, he chanted aeain as before,
went to the top of the house, stable, and werping
willow, that she mighe hear him 3 but seeine no appes

anee of ber, e returned once maore, visited the nest
veutured eamtionsly into the '|'|'i|ll!ll||\l.':| '_:'.If.l'lt alwout with
suspicions looks, his voice sinking to a low melaneholy
note, as he stretched his little neck about in every
direction.  Netwrning to the box, he seemed for some
minntes at o loss what fo do, and seon after went off,
as [ thoneht, :J||:|rf|'1|||"i'r for 1 =aw him uo more that

dav. virrils the afternoon of the second 1!1|-;'|'.| e i|_f_l;|i:|1
made his appearance, aceompanied with a new feomale,
who e

after oreat hesitation, entered the box : at this momm
the little widower ar bridegroom seemed as 3 he would
warble out his very lile with ecstnsy of joy.  After
remaining abont balf a minnte in, they both flew off,
bat returned in a few minntes, and instantly becan to
carry ot the pm ® 1'l'|.I!]'|I'I'.-, anid some of the _w.lil']-is.
supplying the place of the twe latier with materials of
the sime sort; amd ultimately sueceeded in raisine a
Lieanil of seven young, all of which eseaped in splety, l
The immense number of insects which thiz socialle
little Vird removes from the savden amd froit trees,
UIE'—”I-' fin |.'II|||':|r h'il.l-l. ta cvery 1'H'|r'l'|'.'|1|||‘.| Ve 'il' |||' h.1|]
nothing else to reconmend hing buat his notes, lond,
aprightly, tremulous, and repeated every few secomls
with rreat animation, are extremely agreeable.  In the
heat of swmmer, families in the eouttey olten dinge
guder the pineea adjoining sreen canopies of mantling
rrape vines, sourds, & while overliead the trilli
vivacity of the ween, mineled with the warbdine mimic
of the cat bird, and the distant, softened sounds
numerons  other siirsters, form o soul-saothine ;
itlmiost heavenly music, breathing peace, innoeenes, ¢
rural repose.  The Europenn whe judioes of the s
of this species by that of his own wren, (an dro
elytes,) will do injustice 1o the former, ns in stroy

sl exeeedingly timorons and shy, anil uli_
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of tone, and exeeution, it is far superior, as well as the
Vird is in size, fiure, and elezance of markings, to the
European one. Its mauners are also different ; its
by sociability greater. It is no underground inhabitant ;
15 nest is differently construeted, the number of its eggs
fower; it is also nﬂgmtur}'; and has the tail and bill
much longer, Its food is insects and eaterpillars, and,
while supplying the wants of its young, it destroys, on
a moderate caleulation, many hundreds a-lay, and
greatly circumscribes the ravages of these vermin, It
15 o bold and insolent bind ngainst those of the titn:ouse
or woodpecker kind that venture to build within its
jurizsdiction ; attacking them without hesitation, though
twice its size, and generally foreing them to decamp.
tven the bluebird, who caims an equal, aml sort of
Bereditary right to the box in the garden, when atfacked
by this little impertinent, soon relinguishes the contest,
the mild placidness of his disposition not being a mateh
for the fiery impetuosity of his little antazomnist. With
those of his own species who settle and build near him,
he has frequent squabbles; and when their respective
females are sitting, ench strains his whole powers of song
to excel the other. When the young are hatched, the
hurry and press of business leave no time for disputing,
g0 true it is that idlencss is the mother of mischief
These birds are not confined to the conntry ; they are to
be heard on the tops of the houses in the most central
parts of our eities, singing with great enerpy. Scarce
a house or cottage in the country is without at least a
pair of them, and sometimes two; but unless where
there is a larre garden, orchard, and numerous ouf-
houses, it is not often the case that more than one pair
reside near the same spot, owing to their party disputes
and jealonsies, It has been said, by a friend to this
little bird, that * the esculent vegetables of n whole
garden may, perhaps, be preserved from the depredations
of different almcios of insects, by ten or fifteen pair of
these small birds ;" * and probably they might, were the

* Danron's Frogments, part 1, p. 22
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eombination practicalle ; but such a consresation of

wrens, about one garden, s o I!]II_"Ilnnl{"llr.r“ not to be

expacied but from o total vll:mgq_- inthe yery nature and

disposition of the speeies, !
L (hongh Europeans are not irnorant of the existent
of this bird, they have considerad it, a8 usual, merely as
a slight variation from the oviginal stoel, (m. troglo-
edyies,} their own wreen; in which they are, a8 usual,
mistaken; the length and bent form of the bill, its notes,
wirratory habits, long tail, and red exms, are sufficient
specific differences.

The house wren inhabits the whele of the United
States, in all of which it is migratory. It leaves Penn-
sylvania in September; I have sometimes, though
rarely, seen it in the beginning of October. 1t is fon
inches and a half long, and five and three quarters n
extent, the whole upper parts of a deep brown, transs
versely crossed with black, except the head and necl,
which is plain; throat, breast, and cheeks, light clay
colour; belly and vent, mottled with black, brown, and
white; tail, long, coueiform, crossed with black ; lers
and feet, light clay eolour; bill, black, long, slizhtly
curved, sharp pointed, and resembling that of the renns
certhia, l:l:rllsitllen,thh‘,' the whole plumare below the
surface is blnish ash; that on the rump having large
round spots of white, not perceivable unless separated
with the hand, The female differs very little in plamage
from the male,

e

4. TROGLOPTTES RUROPEVS, LEACH. — STELITd TROGLODTTES.
WINTEL WREN,
WILSON, PLATE ¥iil. Flo. YL —CDISBEIGH COLLEGE MUNEUM. b

Turs little stranger visits us from the north in the
month of October, sometimes remaining with ns all
the winter, and is always observed, early in spring, on his
route back to his breeding place. In size, colour, song,
and manners, he approaches nearer to the European
wren (m. froglodytes ) than any other species wo have.
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lluring hiz residence here, he frequents the projecting
Lanks of erecks, old voots, decayed logs, small bushes,
and rushes near watery places; he even approaches the
fiurm house, rambles about the wood pile, erecping
amony the interstices like a mouse.  With tail erect,
which is his constant habit, mounted on some prejecting
eint or pinnacle, he sings with great avimation. Even
i the yards, sardens, and outhouses of the city, he
appears familiar, and quite at home.  [n short, he pos-
sesges almost all the habits of the European specices,
He is, bowever, migratory, which may be owing to the
superior colduess of our continent.  Never having met
with the vest and ergrs, 1 am unable to say how nearly
I:IHI}' approximate to those of the former,
can find no precise deseription of this bivd, as an
\Emu':it'nu species, in any Buropesn publication.  Even
fpme of our own naturalists seem to have confounded
it with another very different bird, the marsh wren, ®
which arrives in Pennsylvania from the south in May,
builds o globular or ]}Iﬂl:]lﬁ'l'-ﬂlﬂpl'il nest, which it sns-
imuds among the rushes and bushes by the river side,
ays five or six exes of a dark fawn colour, and departs
mmin in September,  But the colours and markings of
that bird are very unlike those of the winter wren, and
its song altogether different.  The civcumstance of the
one arrivipg from the north as the other returus to the
sonth, aud rice verse, with some general resemblance
between the twe, may bave oceasioned this mistalee,
They, however, not only breed in different regions, but
Lelong to different reuera, the marsh wroen in:'iirgr deci-
gively a species of certhia, and the winter wren a true
motaciifa.  Indeed we have no liss than five species
ﬂﬂf these birds in Pennsylvania, that, by a seperficial
ghgerver, would be taken for one and the same; bat
between ench of which nature has drawn stronge, dis-
criminating, and indelible lines of aoimmtiun. Thess
are pointed oot in their proper places.

Y

* See Profestor Barton's ohacrvaticns on this subpet, uoder the
Avt, Mitacille Troglodytes ¥ Frogments, ke, p 18; Jhids p, 120
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Ii this bird, as some suppose, retives only tothe upper
regions of the country, and mountainous forests, to
breed, as is the case with some others, it will account
for his early and frequent residence along the Atlantic
coast during the severest winters; though 1 ratherg
sugpeet that he |I|rm:nnd.=-. consilerably to the northward ;
as the snow Lied, {2 Hudsonicus,) which arrives about
the same time with the winter wren, does not even
breed at Hudson's Bay, but passes that settlement in
June, on his way to the northward ; how much farther
iz unknowi.

The length of the winter wren is three inches and a
balf, breadth, five inches; the upper parts are of a
weneral dark brown, crossed with transverse touches of

lack, except the upper parts of the head and neek,
which are plain; the black spots an the back tr_'rllﬁll-i].r.!'
in minate points of dull white ; the first row of wing X,
goverts is also marked with specks of white at the
extremitics of the black, and tipt minutely with black;
the next row is tipt with points of white ; the primaries
are crossed with alternate rows of black and cream
eolour; inner vanes of all the quills, dusky, except the

three secondaries next the body; tips of the wings, » .
Ty

dusky ; throat, line over the cye, sides of the neck, sar
feathers and breast, dicty white, with minute transverse
tonches of & drab or clay colour ; sides under the wings
speckled with dack brown, black, and dirty white ;
belly and vent thickly mottled with sooty blacls, deep
brown, and purs white, in transverse touches; tail,
very short, consisting of twelve feathers, the exterior
ane on cach side a quarter of an inch shorter, the rest
lengthening pradually to the middle ounez; legs and
foet, a light clay colonr, and pretty stout ; Lill, straight,
slender, half an inch long, not notched at the pl:hint
of a dark brown or black alove, and whitish below;
nostril, oblong ; eye, light hazel. The female wants the
wints of white on the wing-coverts. The food of this
ird is derived from that great magazing of so many of
the feathered race, inscets and their larvie, particolarly
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such as imhabit watery places, roots of Lushes, and piles
of old timbwer,

It were much to be wished that the summer resi-
dence, nest, and cgrs of this bird, were preciscly
seertained, which would enalile usto determioe whether
t be, what I :ih'mlg]}' suspeet it iz, the same s.irl_'l;_'iq_-s s
the common domestic wren of Dritain,

SUNGENDS 1. — THRTOTHORUSE, VIEILL.
4. TROGEODY TES LUDOFICLAN U Sy BONAPARTE,
CERTHIA CARPLINTANSy, WILSOK, = GCREAT CAROLIXA WREX.

WILSON,; FLATE %11, Fig, V.

Tuors is another of these cquivecal species that so
en occur to puxzle the naturalist.  The general
pearanee of this bivd is such, that the most illiterate
would at first sight eall it a wren; but the comnon
wren of Europe, i the winter wren of the United
States, are both wwarblers, judging them according to
the gsimple principle of Linmens,  The present species,
however, and the marsh wren, though possessing zreat
wmily likeness to those above mentioned, ave decisively
crecpers, if 11|1T- Lill, the tongue, nostrils, and claws,

are to be the eriteria by which we are to elass them,
The eolour of the plumage of Birds is but an uneertain
and inconstant ;_:ui}h.-,' ul thoungh in seme cases it
served to furmish a trivial or specilic appellation, yet
can never lead us to the generic one. | have, there-
fore, notwithstanding the meneral appearance of these
birids, and the practice of former ornithologists, removed
them to the genus eerthia,® Trom that of metacilla,

here they have hitherto been placed.

This bird is frequently seen, early in May, along the
shores of the Delaware, and other streams that fall into
J it ou both sides, thicty or forty miles below Philadelphia;
bat is ruther rare in Penpsylvania.  This circomstance
i i a little extraordinary ; since, from its size and stout

{ Itis perhaps unnecessary to remind the reader, that the arrange-
mwnt of oraginal edition is sot followed in the present,
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malie, it would seem move capable of braving the rizonrs

of o northern climate than any of the others. 1t can,
howoever, searcely be called mrigvatory,  1n the depth

of winter I found it nnmerous in Vieginia along the,
ghores and banks of the James River, awd is tribota /
streams, and thenee as far south as Savavnah. [ als
observed it on the banks of the Oweches ;@ it seemed

to e particulaely attached to the Lorders of eypress & ]
swamps, deep hollows, among piles of old decaying G
timber, and by rivers and small ceeelis, It has all the
restless, jerking manners of the wrens, skipping about

with sreat nimbleness, hopping inte eaves, and dlis-
appearing into holes and crevices, like azat, for gseveral
minutes, aud then reappearing in enother quarter. It
oceasionally utters a lond, strong, and singular twitter,
resembling the word chirr-rup, dwelling long ﬂix
steoneedy on the first syllable; amd so lowd, that 1

first mistool it for the red bird (L cordinelis.) It has

alzo amother chant, rather more musical, like @ Sweel
Willieonm, Sweeet Willicm,"” much softer than the former,
Thoueh 1 cannot positively say, from my own olserva-

tions, that it builds in Pennsylvawia, and have never

vet Deen so fortunate as to lind its nest; yet, from the
cirenmstance of having several times observed it within

a quarter of o mile of the Schuylkill, in the month of
Aunenst, 1 have no doubt that some few breed here, and l
think it hizhly probable that Pennsylvania and New
York may be the northern bonndaries of their yisits,
having sousht for it in vain amonge the States of New
Enelaml, s fomd appears to consist of those ingects,
and their larvee, that frequent low, daop eaves, piles of
dead timlier, old roots, projecting banks of crecks, &e.

It certainly possesses the faenlty of seeing in the 'lln'll‘i'
Letter than day bivds usually do; for 1 have obsery ;
ol aento |
istinguish

it exploring the recesses of caves, where
eve must lave been necessary to enable it to
ity prey. r.

In the soathern States, as well 25 in TLonisiana, this
Lpecies 15 wenerally rosident 3 thonsh in summer the
are more numerois, and are found rather firther nort
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than in winter. In this last season their chirruping
15 frequently heard in gardens soon after daybreeals, aud
along the borders of the great rivers of the southern
States, not far from the sea const,
The great wren of Caroling is five inches and a
pmarter long, and seven broad ; the whole upper parts
are reddish brown, the wings and tail being bareed with
black ; a streak of yellowish white runs from the nostril
over the eve, down the side of the neck, nearly to the
back ; below that, a streak of reddish brown extends
from the posterior part of the eye to the shoulder ;
the chin is vellowish white; the breast, sides, and Lelly,
a light rust colour, or veddish buff; vent-feathers,
white, neatly barred with black ; in the female, plain;
wing-goverts, minutely tipt with white ; legs and feet,
zh colowred, and very strong ; bill, three quariers of
afe inch long, strong, a little bent, grooved, and pointed,
the upper mandible, bluish black, lower, light biue;
nostrils, oval, partly covered with a prominent convex
membrave ; tongue, pointed and slender; eyes, hazel ;
tail, cuneiform, the two exterior feathers on each side
three quarters of an inch shorter, whitish on their
exterior edges, and touched with deeper Dlack; the
game may be said of the three onter primaries.  The
female wants the white on the wing-coverts ; but differs
little in colour from the male.

In this species 1 have observed a circumstance
common to the house and winter wren, but which is
not found in the marsh wren; the feathers of the lower
part of the back, when parted by the hand, or breath,
appear spotted with white, being at bottom deep ash,

dish brown at the surface, and each feather with a

'_ spot of white between these two colours.  This, how-

er, cannot be perceived without parting the feathers.

YOL. 1L b i
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143, TROGLODYTES FPALUSTHES, BOXAPANTIE,
CENTHIL PALUSTIIS, WILSON, = MARSIT WILEX,

WILSOX, FLATH X1L Fia, IV

Twis obseure but spivited little species lias beg
almost overlooked by the waturalists of Enrope, as wel
s by those of its own conntry. The marsh wren arrives
in Peopsylvania aliont the middle of Mav, or as soon as
the reeds and a species of nymphea, usually called splat-
terdocks, which grow in great lnsuriance along the tide
water of onr rvivers, are sulliciently high to shelter it
To such places it almost wholly limits its excursious,
geldom venturing far from the river. s foodd consists
of flyine insects, and their larvie, and a spacies of green

arasshoppers that inkabit the reeds. As toits me

it would e mere burlesque to call them by the name

sonz, Standing on the reedy borders of the Schaylkil
or Delaware, in the mounth of June, you hear a low,
erackling sound, something similar to that produced by
air bubbles forcing their way throngh mud or bogry
sround when trod upon; this is the song of the marsh
wien, Dut as, among the human mee, it i not given

te one mai 1o excel in every thing, and yet each, ]
I::-rhnlw, his zomething peeuliarly lis own § 50, among
irds, we find a like distribution of talents aud peen- {

Larities, The little bird now before wz, if deficient and
contemptible in singing, exeels in the art of design, and
constructs & nest, which, in duralality, woarmth, and
convenience, is searcely inferior to one, and fur superior
to many, of its more musical brethren,  This is formed
ountwardly of wet rushes mixed with mud, well inter-
twizted, and fashioned into the lovm of & cocoa nnt.
small hole is lefi two-thisds up, for entranee, the upp
fdgt' aof which Iu'f:il“f.l:i like & pent-house over the lower,
to prevent the sdmission of min.  The inside is lined
with fine soft grass, and sometimes feathers ; and the
outside, when hardened by the sun, resists every kind
of weather. This nest is generally suspended among
the reeds, above the reach of the highest tides, and iz
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tied so fust in every part to the surrounding recds, as
to Bid delianee to the winds and the waves, The egps
are usually six, of a dark fawn colonr, and very small,
The young leave the nest about the 20th of June, ol
hey generally have a second brood in the sime season,
The sige, seneral eolour, and habit of this bird of
erecting its tail, gives it, to a saperficial observer,
something of the appearance of the common house
wren, nud stall more that of the winter wren 3 but with
the former of tlese it never associntes 3 and the latter
has left us some time before the marsh wren makes his
appearanes,  About the middle of Aunzust, they begin
to o off ; and, on the Ist of September, very few of
them are to be seen. How far north the migrations of
thiz species extend, 1 am unable to say ; none of them,
,my knowledee, winter in Georgia, or any of the
uthern States,
The marsh wren is five inches long, and six in extent;
the whaole upper parts ave dark rown, nxgrlrl the upper
art of the head, back of the necl, and middle of the
pack, which are black, the two last streaked with
I' white ; the tail iz shoret, rounded, and barred with black ;
wings, slightly barred; a broad strip of white passes
over the eyve lalf way down the necli ; the sides of the
neck are also mottled with tonehes of a light elay colour
on a whitish ground ; whole under parts, pure silvery
white, except the vent, which is tinged with brown ;
the legs are light brown; the hind elaw, larre, semi-
circular, and very sharp; bill, slender, slizhtly bent ;
nostrils, prominent; tongue, narrow, very tapering, sharp
pointed, and horny at the extremity ; eye, hazel. The
female almost exactly resembles the male in plumage,
From the above deseription, the naturalist will per-
ive that this species is truly a certhin or creeper;
andd indeed its habits confirm this, as it is continuall
climbing along the stalks of reeds, and other aguatic
plants, in search of lusects,
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TENUIROSTRES, Tuucen. !
GENUS XXVL— CERTINA, lasszrs
146. rerTHiL FAMILIARIS, LINN. AND WILS, — IROWY CREEFER:
WILSON, FLATE VIIL FIE. L= COINNURGH COLLEGE MUEEUH.

Tuis bird agrees so nearly with the common Euro-
pean crecper, (eerthio fomiliards,) that 1 have little
doubt of Trwir being one and the same species.

The brown creeper is an extrenely active and restl
little bird. In winter it associates with the small spott
wordpecker, nuthateh, titmouse, &e; and often lollows
in their rear, gleaning up those insects which their more
powerful bills had ni’nrtuml and exposed ; for its own
slender incorvated Lill seews unequal to the task of
penetrating inte even the deeayed wood; though it
may into holes, and behind scales of the bark.,  OF the
titmonse there are, renerally, present the individuals of
a whole family, and seldom more than one or two of
the others.  As the party advances through the woods,
from tree to tree, onr little gleaner seems to observe a
good deal of regularity in his proceedings ; for 1 have
almost always observed, that l]w alights on the bod
near the root of the tree, and directs his course, wit
great mimbleness, upwards to the higher branches,
sometimes spirally, often in a direct line, moving rapidly
andl uniformly along, with his tail bent te the tree, and
not in the hopping manner of the woodpecker, who
e far surpasses in dexterity of climbing, running along
the lower side of the horizontal branches with sor-

rising case. IF any person be near when he alights,
e is sure to keep the opposite side of the tree, moving
round as he moves, so as to prevent him from gettin
more than a transient glimpse of him, The best metho
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of ontwitting lim, if' you are alone, is, s soon as he
alights and :llsupru:n's behind the tronk, take your
stand belind an p oining one, and keep a sharp look-
put twenty or thirty feet up the body of the tree e is
pon,—for he menerally mounts very regularly to a
considerable height, examining the whole way as he
“-advances, In a minute or two, hearing all 5till, he
will muke bis appearance on oue side or other of the
tree, and give you an epportunity of observing him.
These birds ave distributed over the whole United
States; but are most numerous in the western anil
northern States, and particularly so in the depth of the
forests, and in tracts of large timbered woods, where
they usually breed ; visiting the thicker settled parts of
e conntey in fall and winter. They are more abundant
the flat woods of the lower district of New Jersey
than in Peonsylvania, and are frcqm_'ntl:,r found among
the pines. Thoush their customary food appears to
consist of those insects, kuown by the g.--ql-m:rl-u.fl name of
bugs, yet [ have frequently found in their stomachs the
gecds of the pine tree, and fragments of a species of
fungus that vegetates in old wood, with generlly a
Large proportion of gravel, There seems to be scarcely
any difference between the colours and markings of the
male and female, Tn the month of March, I opened
eleven of these birds, among whom were several females,
as appeared by the clusters of minute eges with which
their nvaries were filled, and also several well marked
males; and, on the most careful comparizon of their
plumagre, 1 could find litthe or no difference ; the colours,
indeed, were rather more vivid and intense in some
than in others; but sometimes this superiority belonged
a male, sometimes to a female, and appeared to be
entirely owing to difference in age, I found, however,
a remarlealile and very st ri!:ing difference in their SIEDE;
some were considerably larger, and had the bill, at least,
one-third longer and stronger than the others, aud these
1 uniformly found to be males, [ also received two of
these birds from the conntey bordering on the C:l:.:ugn
lake, in New York State, from a person who killed
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them from the tree in which they had their nest.  The
male of this pair had the bill of the same extraordinar
gize with several others 1 had examined before 3 the
plumage in every respect the same,  Other males
indeed, were found at the same time, of the usial siz
Whether this be only an aecidental variety, or w hether

the male, when foll grown, be nsturally so much larger
is the case with many bieds,) awd
I eannot

than the female, (
takes soveral vears in arriving at his full siz
pnn.ili\'rlj,' determine, though 1 think the la
probalile,

The brown ereeper buills his nest in the hollow
trunk or branch of a iree, where the tree has been
shivered, or n lmb broken off, or where .\rjllirri'h ar
waoodpeckers have wronght out an entranes, for nnting
has not provided him with the means of excavating o
for bimself, T have known the female begin to iy by
the “17th of April.  The ezgs are usually seven, of &
dull cinereous, marked with small dots of reddish
vellow, mud streaks of dark brown, The yonng come
forth with great eaution, creeping about longz Lefore
they venture on wing, From the early scason at which
they begin to build, T have no donbts of their raising
two broods doring summer, ag 1 have seen the old ones
entering hales Iate in July,

The length of this bird is fve inches, and nearly
goven fram the exiremity of one wing to that of the
ather ; the upper part of the head is of a deep brownish
Wack ; the back brown, and both streaked with white,
the plumage of the Latter being of a loose texture, with
its filaments not adliering ; the white is in the centre
of every feather, and is skirted with brown; lewer
part of the baek, romp, and tail-coverts, rusty brow
the last mivutely tipt with whitish ; the tail is as long
as the body, of a Ili'_rill drals eolour, with the inner
webs dusliy, and consists of twelve quills, each sloping
oft and tapering to a point in the manner of the wood-
peclers, hut proportionably wealer in the shafts; in
many specimens the tail was very slightly marked with
transverse nndulating waves of dusky, scarce observable;
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the tyvo middle feathiers the longest, {he others on each
siide shottening, by one sixth of an inch, 10 the outer
one ; the wing consists of nineteen feathers, the first an
inch lone, the fourth and fifth the longest, of a deep
swiish blagk, sl crossed about its mididle with a
enrving band of rulous white, a quarter of an inch in
L Dreadth, marking ten of the aquills g below this the
quills are exteriorly elged, to within a little of their
tips, with rofius white, sl tipt with white; the three
seondaries next the body are dusky white on tleir
fnmer wels, tipt on the exterior parrzin with white,
aud, above that, alternately streaked laterally with
Black and dull white; the greater sl Jewser wing-
eovorts are exteriorly tipt with white; the upper part
f the exterior edzes of the former, rafous white 3 the
ihe over the eye, and whele lower parts, are white, &
little brownish towards the veut, Lut, on the c¢hin and
. throat, pure, silky, and glistening ; the white curves
I inwards abont the middle of the neclk ; the Lill is half
an inch long, slender, compressed sidewise, Beniling
downwards, tapering to a point, dusky above, aml white
below ; the mostrils are oblong, half covered with a
sonvex membrane, and without haivs or small feathers ;
the inside of the mouth is reddishi ; the tongue tapering
gradually to a point, and horny towards the tip; the
eye is darke hazel: the less and feet, a dirty clay
eolour; the toes, placed three before and oune e,
the two outer ones connected with the middle one to
the first joint; the claws rather paler, large, almost
semicirentar, and extremely sharp pointed § the hind
claw the largest,

GENUS XXVIL —5ITTA, Lanners,

147, SITTd CAROLINENSIS, BRLISS. LINN, AND WILS.
WITE-DLEASTED DLACK-CATT XUTHATCIH,; Ol CAROLINA
RUTIATCN,

WILEDN, PLATE 1L 1140, 0.

Tllll". Bill of this bird i black, the wpper mandible
straight, the lower one rounded upwards, towards the
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point, and white near (e base ; the nostrils are coversd
with lone curving black bairs; the tongue is of o
borny sulistanee, and ending in several sharp points ;
the reneral colour above is of n light blue or lead s the
tail consists of twolve feathers, the two middls one
lead colour, the next three arve black, tipt with white
fior one=tenth, one-fourth, and half of 2 ineh ; the two
next are also black, tipt hall an inch or more with
white, which runs vearly an inch up their exterior
edies, and both have the white at the tips tonched with
black ; the legs are of a purple or dirty flvsh colour 3
the hind claw is much the largest ; the inside of the
wing at the bead is black ; below this is a white spot
spreading over the roots of the fivst five primaries 3 the
whole length is five inches and a Lalf; extent, eleven,
Mr Pennant considers this bird as a mere variety
the European nuthateh ; but if difforence in size, colour,
and habits, be gufficient characteristics of a distinet
specics, this bird is certainly entitled to be considered
as such,  The head and ]_.m-{: of the Enropean spocies
is of an uniform bluish gray ; the upper parts of the
head, neek, and shoulders, of ours, are a deep black
rlossed with green; the breast and Lelly of the former
15 & dull orange, with streaks of chestit; those parts
in the latter ave pure white, The European has a line
of black passing throngh the eve, half wayv down the
neck ; the present species has vothing of the kind, but
appears with the foner webs of the three shortost
secondaries and the primaries of a jet black ; the latter
tipt with white, and the vent and lower parts of the
thizhs of a rust eolour ; the 1'-:“m|“-:m' llll.‘l'i'lll.lll'l‘,, and tha
|1n1'sc1|l. are svidently two distinet and differen sICies,
This bird builds itz nest early in April, in the hele P -
of & tree, in a hollow il in the fence, and sometines
in the wooden cormishing under the eaves; and lays
five egws of a dull white, spotted with brown at the
greater end. The male is extremely attentive to the
Female while sitting; supplying her resulacly with
sustenanee, stopping frequently at the mouth of the
hole, ealling and offering lier what he has brought, in
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the most ondearing manner.  Sometimes he seems to

stop merely to ingquire how she s, and to lighten the

tedions moments with his soothing chatter. He seldom

umbles far from the spot ; andd when danger appears,

srardless of his own safety, he flies instantly to alirm

her, When both are fecding on the trunk of the same

e tree, or of adjoining oncs, he is perpetually ealling on

her; and, from the momentary pase e makes, 1t is
lein that he feels pleased to hear her reply.

The white-lreasted ninthateh is common almost every
where in the woods of North America, and may be
kuown, at a distance, by the notes, quank, guank, fre-
quently repeated, as he moves, upward and down, in
spiral circles, acound the body and larger branches of

, &

se tree, probing behind the thin sealy bark of the
Hite oak, and shelling off consideralle picces of it, in
ais search after spiders, ants, insects, and their larve,
He rests and roosts with his head downwards, and
appears to possess a degree of curiosity not common in
many birds; frequently descending, very silently, within
g few feet of the root of the tree where you happen to
stand, stopping, head downward, stretehing ont his neck
in & horizontal position, as if to reconnoitre yeur
appearance ; and, after several minutes of silent obser-
vation, wheeling round, he again mounts, with fresh
activity, piping his unisons as before. Strongly attached
to his native forests, he seldom forsalies them ; and,
amidst the rigours of the severest winter weather, his
note is still heard in the beak and lealless woods, and
among the howling branches. Sometimes the min,
freezing as it falls, encloses every twig, and even the
trunk of the tree, in a hard transparent coat or shell of
e, On these oeeasions [ have olserved his anxiety
and dissatisfaction, at being, with difficulty, able to
make his way along the smooth surface ; at these times
generally abandoning the trees, gleaning about the
gtables, around the heuse, mixing among the fowls,
entering the harn, and examining the beams and rafters,
and every place where he may pick np a subsistence,
The pame nuthateh has been bestowed on this fumily
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of birds, from their supposed practice of beeaking nnig

by repeated hatclings, or hammerings with theire Lills,
Soft shelled nuis, such as chestnuts, chinkopins, mul
hiazel nnts, they may, probably, be able to demolish
though [ have never yet seen them so engared § But 1€
must be rather in search of maErilE that sonelines
breed there, than for the kernel, It iz, however, sail, e
that they lay up a lavre store of nuts for winter; bur,
as 1 have never either found any of their magnzines, or
seett them collecting them, 1 am inclined to donbt the
faet. TFrom the great nnmbers 1 bave opened at all
geasons of the year, T have every reason to believe
that ants, bngs, small seeds, insects, aml their larve,
form their chiel subsistence, sach matters alone being
uniformly fonnd in their stomachs.  Neither can 1 se
what necessity they could have to ciccumambulate thif%
trunks of trees with such indefitisable and restloss
dilizenee, while bushels of wuts lay seattered round

their roots,  As to the circomstance mentioned by D
Plott, of the European nuthatel putting its Lill into

a erack in the bourh of o tree, and makine such a
violent sound, as if' it was rending asonder,” this, if

troe, would he sofficient to digtinguish it from the '
species we have been just deseribing, which possesses

no such faculty, The female differs hittle from the male

in eolour, chicfly in the Wack being less deep ou the

ead and wings, :

148, srrra FARIA; WILSON, = SITTd CANIDENSIS; LINNEUS.

RED=-IELLIED BLACK=CAPT NUTITATCIL

WILSON; FLATE 11. TG, 1IV. i

Tuis bird is mach smaller than the lastd, measuring
only four inches and a half in length, and eight inehes
in extent.  In the form of its Lill, tongue, nostrils, and
in the eolour of the back aud tail-feathers, it exnetly
agrees with the former; the secondaries are not relieved
with the deep black of the other specics, and the bers,
feet, and claws, are of o dusky greenish yellow ; the
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upper part of the head is black, bonnded by a stripe of

white passing round the frontlet; a line of black passes

l!1muulll the eye to the shoulder ; below this is another

line of white; the chin is white; the other nnder parts
1 a light rust colowr, the primaries and whole wings a
dusky lead eolour.  The breast and belly of the female
is not of so deep a brown, and the top of the head less
intensely black.

This species is migratory, passing from the north,
where they breed, to the southern States, in October,
awd returning in April. s voice is sharper, and its
motions mueh quicker than these of the other, being so
rapid, restless, amd small, o to make it a difficolt point
to shoot one of them. When the two species are in

he woods together, they are easily distinguished by

! ‘ﬁhcil* voices, the note of the least bc*fugm-ur!} oclave

“sharper than that of its companion, and repeated more

hurriedly,  In other respects their notes are alike

unmusical wud monotonons,  Approaching so near to

each other in their colours and general habits, it is

: probable that their mode of building, &c. may be also
similar.

Buffon’s Tarchepot de fa Canada, Canada nuthateh
of other European writers, is either a yvoung bird of
the preseut species, in its imperfect plumagze, or a dif-
ferent sort, that varely visits the United States,—
probally the latter, as the tail and head appear of the
same bluish gray or lead colowr as the back. The
young birds of this species, it may be observed, have
also the crown of a lead eolour during the first season ;
but the tail-feathers ave wovked wearly as those of the
old ones.  Want of precision in the gures and deserip-

—rdiions of these anthors makes it diflicult to determine ;
bt [ think it very probable, that Sitte Jamaicensis
miner, Brisson, the Least Logzerhead of Brown, Sitfe
Jamaicensiz var, ¢ &, Linn., oud Sittae Canadensis of
Linnmwus, Gmelin, and Brisson, are unmes that have
been originally applied to different individuals of the
species we are now deseribing.

This bird is particularly fond of the seeds of pine

K ¢
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trees,  You may traverse many thousand acres of oak
hiclory, and chestout wooids, during winter, without
meeting with a single individual; but no sooner do

ou enter among the pines than, i the air be still, you
iave only to listen for a few woments, and their note
will direct i'luu where to find them, They usually feed
m pairs, climbing about in all directions, L“‘-’“-"I'“HY
nucmw.mmml Ly the former spocies, ns well as Iy
the titmouse, parus africapilles, and the crested it
mouse, parus bicolor, and not wnfrequently by the
small spotted woodpecker, picus prbescens ; the wholn
company proceeding reularly from tree to tree throurh
the woods like & corps of pioneers ; while, in a calm
l:la_'y:, the rattling of their bills, and the rapid motions of
their hﬂdjﬂ-‘i. thrown, like so many tumblers anid ro
n‘l;mcc‘n-, into numberless positions, together with the
pecu.ll:llr chatier of each, are altogether ver amusing ;
conveying the idea of hungry dilirence, bustle, and
activity. Both these little birds, from the great quantir
of destructive insects and larve they destroy, bot
under the bark and among the tender buds of our fruit
and forest trees, are entitled to and truly deserving of
our esteem and protection,

149, Si7T4 PUOSILEL, LATHAN AXD WILSOR,
BRLOW N-1IEALED ¥UTUATCIL.

WILSOK, FLATE IV. FiiL IL

Tus bird is chiefly an inhabitant of Virginia and the
sonthern States, and seems particularly fond of pine
trees. I have never yet discovered it either in Pennsyl-
vania or any of the regions north of this, Its manne
are very similar to those of the red-bellied nuthateh ;
but its motes are more shrill and chirping. In the
couniries it inhabits it is a constant resulent; and in
winter associates with parties, of cight or ten, of its
own species, who huut busily from tree to tree, keeping
up a perpetual screeping. [t is a frequent companion
of the red-cockaded woodpecker; and you rarely find
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the one in the woods without ebserving or hearing the
other not far off. It elimbs equally in every direction,
on the smaller brauches as well as on the body of the
troe, in scarch of its favourite food, small insects and
heir larve, It alse feeds on the sceds of the pine
rree. 1 have never met with its nest,

Tlhis species s four inches and a quarter Jong, and

r cight broad; the whole upper part of the head and
neck, from the bill to the back, and as far down as the
eves, is light brown, or pale ferruginous, shaded with
darker touches, with the exception of a spot of white
near the baelk ; from the nostril through the eyes, the
lrown is deepest, making o very observalle line there;
the chin, aud sides of the neck under the cyes, are
white ; the wings, dusky ; the coverts and three secon-

ies mext the body, a slate or lead colour; which is
Tso the colour of the rest of the upper parts; the tail
is nearly even at the end, the two middle feathers slate
colour, the others black, ti.p]md with slite, and crossed
diagonally with a streale of white; legs and feet, dull
blue ; upper mandible, black, lower, blue at the base ;
iris, hazel. The female differs in having the brown on
the head rather dacker, and the line through the eye
lesa conspicuous,

This diminutive bird is little noticed in history, and
what little has been said of it by Europeans is not
much to its eredit. 1t is characterized as * a very
stupid lird,” which may easily be kuocked down, from
the sides of the trec, with one's cane. 1 confess 1 found
it & very dexterous climber; and so rapid and restless
in its motions as to be shot with dificulty.  Almost all
very small birds seem less suspicions of man than Jarge

es; Dut that activity and restless diligence should

—"'gnslituh- stupidity, 15 rather a new doctrine. Upun
the whole, T am of opinion, that a person who should
unidertake the destruction of these birds, at even o
dollar a-head for all he koocked down with his cane,
would run a fair chance of starving by his profession.
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Natong, in every department of her works, seems
to delight in variety; and the present sulject of our
history is almost as singular for its minuteness, |JM:I!_‘
want of song, and manuer of feeding, us the preceding
is for unrivalled excellenee of notes, and plainness o
plumage. Though this interesting and beautiful genns
of birds comprehends upwards of seventy species, all of
which, with a very lew exceplions, are natives of
Ameriea and its adjacent islands, it is yet singular, that
the species now belore us should be the only one of its
trile that ever visits the territory of the United States,

According to the observations of my friewd Mr Abbot,
of Savannab, in Georgia, who has been engugred these
thirty years in colleeting and drawing sulijects of nitural
history in that part of the conntry, the humining bird
makes its fish appearance there, from the south, about
the 234 of thI‘cEﬁ: two weeks earlier than it does in
the county of Borke, sixty miles higher up the country
towards the interior; amd at least five weeks sooner
than it veaches this part of Pennsylvanin,  As it passe
on to the northward as far as the interior of Canndaf
where it is seen in great numbers,® the wonder is

* AMr A*Kenzie speaks of seing a # heautiful lumming Dind *
near the head of the Unjigah or Peace niver, in lat. 54 deg. ; but
has ot particularized the species.

[

1'
|
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exeited how so feclly constructed and delicate g linle
creature can make its way over such extensive Ferions
of lakes and forests, wmong so many encmies, ull ity
guperiors in strength and magnitude, Dot s very
minuteness, the rapidity of s Migrht, which almost

wiles the eye, aml that adwivalle instinet, PRS0, OF
wlutever else it uiay B called, and ilig UL,
which heaven has iln]J|i|.1|I:t'1l in its bosom, are ifs wiidles
awd protectors,  In these we may alse perceive the
reason, why an all-wise Providence has made this little
hera an exception to a rule which prevails ilmost ung-
versally throwgh nature, viz, that the smallest species
of u tribe are the most proliie. The cagle lays one,
sometimes two, errs; the crow, five; the Hitmonse,
seven or eizht ; the small Eurapean w ren, fifteen ; the

j;mmmn;; bied, fwo: and yet this latter is abundantly

re nmmerous in America than the ween in Eurape,

About the 2ath of April, the huuming bird uswally
arvives in Pennsylvaniag and about the 10th of May
begins to build its nest.  This is generally fixed on the
upper side of a horizontal branch, not amone the twis,
but on the body of the Lranch itself. Yot 1 have
koown instanees where it was attacled by the side to
an obl messgrown trunk; and others where it was
fistened on a strong rank stalls, or weed, in the ilom 3
but these cases are rare.  In the woods it very often
chooses a white ol sapling to build on; and in the
orchord, or garden, selects a pear tree for that purpose,
The beanch is seldom more than ten feet from the
groumd.,  The west is about an ineh in diameter, and
as meh in depth, A very complete one is now lyine
before e, '.uué the materials of which it is composed
n s lollow :— The outward coat is formed of small
s of a species of bluish gray lichen that vegetales
ori ol trees and fenees, thickly glued on with the saliva
of the bird, siving firmuess and consistency to the
whole, us well as keeping out moisture.  Within this
are thick, matted layers of the fine wings of certain
Hying secds, closely Ilnid together; and, lastly, the
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downy substance from the great mullein, and from the
stalks of the common fern, lines the whole.  The base
of the nest is continued round the stem of the branch,
to which it closely adberes; and, when viewed from
below, appears a mere mossy kuot, or accidental p
tuberanee, The eres are two, pure white, and of equ
thickness at both ends. On a person’s approaching
their nest, the little proprietors dart around with a
hnmming sound, passing frequently within o few inches
of oue's head ; and, should the young be newly hatched,
the female will resnme her place on the nest even
while you stand within a yard or two of the spot.
The precise period of incubation I am unable to give;
but the young are in the habit, a short time before
they leave the nest, of thrusting their bills into the
moiihs of their parents, and sucking what they ha
brought them. I never could perceive that they carvi@
them any animal food ; though, from eircumstances tha
will presently be mentioned, I think it hiﬁllly probable
they do.  As I have found their nests with eggs so late
ag the 12th of July, I do not doubt but that they fre-
quently, and perhaps usually, raise two brood in the
SN SRS,

The humming bird iz extremely fond of tubular
flowers, aml [ have often stopt, with pleasure, to ohserve
his maneuvres among the blossoms of the frumpet
flower. When arrived before a thicket of these that
are full blown, he poises, or suspends himsell on wing,
for the space of two or three seconds, so steadily, that
his wings become invisible, or only like a mist; and
you can plainly distinguish the |u|p'l_] of his eye looking
round with great quickness and circumspection ; the
glossy golden green of his back, and the fire of ljs
throat, dazzling in the sun, form altogether a me
interesting appearance.  When he alights, which iy
frequently, he always prefers the small dead twigs
of n tree, or busgh, where he dresses and arranges his
plumage with great dexterity, His only note is a
single chirp, not louder than that of a small cricket



HUMMING BIRD. 209

grasshopper, generally uttered while passing from
flower to thower, or when engaged in lights with his
fellows; for, w lli i twa niles meet at the =ame 1|1I:-h,
or fower, & battle instantly takes pliee; I tha
atants ascend in the air, |']1i|'|_|'r||g1 darting and
arounid each other, tll the eye is o longer
able to follow them,  The congueror, how BYEF, frene-
!"l][\ returus to T]II" |||._|||' o ir'.||r tll.l' r||.|||u- al ]||-1
viclory. I hava seen him attack, and for o fow
moments tease the Kine bird 3 aod bave also geen him,
in lis torn, assanlied h:r a lmble=bee, which he soon
prut. o flizht, e is ope of those few birds that are
universally  beloved ; and  amidst  the sweel  dewy
serenity of o summer's morning, his AppEaranee among
the arbours of honeysuckles, and beds of fowers, i3

: Flh’ interesting.

When morning dawns, and the Llest s again
Lifts b= red glories frons.the castern main,
Then througl our woodbines, wet with ghttening dews,
The Aower- |N|- humrming bird his rownd e 3
Bips, with inseoved tube, the ey Ilooms,
Aml chirps bis gratitude as rouod be mooams ;

F While riehwst roses, thougly in crimson drest,

Shrink from the splendonr of his gorems |m_ i g
What heav'nly tints in mingline 1'.|||.|J'|H e fly !

Each rapid movemvnt gives o different dye ;

Ll =eales of bavnish'd gold they dazzli '-'Ild, W,
Now sink 1o -||.|.t|c—|||.|1|. like a furnoce |_|iu'.1. !

The singularity of this little Lird has induced many
persons 1o at h'hl]ﬂ to raise them from the nest, and
accustom them to the eage. Me Coffer, of Fuirfax county,
Virginia, a sentloman who lis p.mi 1 t altention to
1]11' manners and peenliarities of our native birds, told
lH‘ that he raised, and kept two, for some months, in a
cadre § supplyine 1h|-||L with hone v dissalved in water, on
which they reudily fed.  As the sw cetiess of the lguid
f]‘l:'qlll'lllh brous bt small fies and snats about e cige,
and cup, the birds moused themselves by suapping at
them on wing, and swallowi ing them with eagerness, so
v YOL, LI 0
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that these insects formed oo ineonsiderabile part of their
fod. Mr Charles Wilson Peale, propriclor of the
msenm, tells me, that be bhad two Foung humminge
Birds, which he raised from the nest. They used to
fly about the room; amnd would frequently perch on
Mrs Peale’s shoulder to be fod. When the sun shone
strongly inte the chamber, he has observed them dart-
ing after the motes that feated in the light, as ly-
catehers would after flies,  In the summer of 1800, &
aest of young homming birds was bronght me, that
were nearly fit to fly.  Oune of them actually flew ont
by the window the same evening, and, falli
wall, was killed.  The other refused food, and the next
morning 1 could but just pereeive that it bad life. A
lady in the house undertool to be its nurse, ploced it
in lier bosom, and, as it began to revive, dissolved =
little sngar in her mouth, nto which she thrust its
Lill, and it sucked with zreat avidity,  In this manoner
it was brought up until fit for the eage. I kept it
upwards of three monthe, supplied it with loaf sugar
dizssolved in water, which it preferred to Looney oud
water, gave it fresh flowers every morning spriukled
with the liquid, and surronnded the space in which 1
kept it with gauze, that it mizht not injure itself, Tt
appeared gay, active, and full of spirit, hovering from
flower to flower as if in its native wilds, and always
expressed by its motions amd chirping, great plessure
at secing fresh flowers introduced o its cage. Num-
bers of people visited it from motives of curiosity ; amd
[ tool every precaution to preserve it, if possible,
through the winter, Unfortumately, however, by soine :
means it rot at large, and, dying about the room, so

injured itself that it soon after died. :

This little bird is extremely susceptille of cold, and M=
ift long deprived of the animating infuence of the sunu-
bewms, droops and soon dies, A very beautiful male
was brought me this season, [1808,] which 1 put into
wire cage, amd !ﬂm:ml in a retired shaded part of the
room, Aflter fluttering about for some time, the weas
ther being uucumum:ﬁy cool, it clung by the wires,
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and hung in a seemingly torpid state for a whole fore-
noon.  No motion wlintm‘rr of the lungs could be
pereeived, on the closest inspeetion 3 theugh, at other
times, this is remarkably observable; the eyes were
ut; and, when touched by the finger, it gave no
irns of life or motion. I carried it out to the open
air, and placed it directly in the rays of the sun, in
a sheltered situation.  In a few seconds, respiration
became very apparent ; the bird beeathed faster and
faster, opened its eves, and began to look about, with
as much sceming vivacity as ever.  After it had com-
pletely recovered, T restored it to liberty ; and it flew
off to the withered top of & pear tree, where it sat for
some time dressing its disordered plumage, aond then
shot off like a meteor,
LT he ight of the humming bird, from flower to lower,
tly resembles that of a bee; but 1% so much more
rapid, that the latter appears a mere loiterer to lim,
He poises himself on wing, while he thrusts his long,
glender, tubular tongue into the flowers iu search of
food.  He sometimes enters & room by the window,
y examines the bouquets of flowers, and passes out by
the opposite door or window, e has been known to
talee refuge in o hot-hiouse during the cool uights of
antumn ; to go regularly out in the merning, and to
return as regulacly in the evening, for several days
tozether,

The humming bird has, hitherto, been supposed to
subsist altogether on the honey, or liguid sweets, which
it extracts from fowers.  One or two curious observers
have, indeed, remarked, that they bave found evident
fragments of insects in the stomach of this species; but
thicse have been generally believed to have been taken

by accident, The few opportunities which Euro-
peans lave to determine this point by observations
aile on the living bird, or, by dissection of the newly
killad one, have vendered this mistalen opinion almost
general in Europe.  For myself I can speak decisively
on this subject : I have seen the hamming bird, for
half au hour ot a time, darting at those little groups of
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insects that danee in the wir in a fioe summer evening,
rl"lil'iu}_’ b omi :ui_ilr'miu;_r l_l.'l.i;_r to rest, illll,] |'|'J'|1,'1.1."|11=;
ﬂ.ll.' attack with ft r||.'_'\ul|'|'il::|.' 11|;|;I =itlE il:” 111 Lllllq'r
ﬂlﬁ'i'itll'lll'r.'i at definnee. 1 have 1|||1'n.|'11r From time fo
liIIII', et |'||.i|ll1|l'|':l\. 1||' l'|1|':=1- hlll'l;l_\ ; l||:|.I| i 1-x;|1:uil'|1'l:|. 1]:!
contents of the stomach with suitalle ;Llhmu—-, anel, in
three cases out of four, have found these to consist of
braken frarments of insects.  In many suljects, entira
insevts of the eoleopterous class, luet very small, wero
found unbiroken,  The observations of Me Cofler, as
detailed above, and the remarks of wmy worthy friend
Mr Peale, are corroborative of these et 1t s well
knoawn, that the humming bind s i"”“'“l'"'l"' fomd of
tulmlar fowers, where numer o= small insects of this

kil resort to feed on the fariva, &e;ooud there is
every reason for believing that he 1= as often in s ‘
of these inszeets as of howeyvy and that the for
compose ot least as great a portion of his vsunl suste-
nanee as the Latter. I this food be so necessary foe
the parents, there is no doubt but the young also
oceasiomally partake of it,

To canemerate all the Hewers of which thiz ltle bird
s fnl'.-el., would be to repeat the names of hall our
American Flora,  From l:]hr Dlossoms of the {ow l'l'ittg
Irrrplnr, or [l|:|i|| 1ree, thrul.l;_lh i tlonsmul illll'J wreril it
flowers, to these of the humble Blspur, he ranges
at will, sud alwost incessantly,  Every ]ulrinl] of the
aepson produeces o fresh multitade of wew favourites,
Towards the wouth of September there is a yvellow
flower which grows in great Inxurianee along thi sides
of ereeks and rivers, and in low moist situations ; it
arows fo the height of twa or threa feet, and the lower,
which is about the size of a thimble , linnges i e shigg
of a eap of liberty albove a lnxuriant srowth of ',:I-'i'lb“
lenves, 1t is the balsandna woli we tougere of botinisis,
anil is the sreatest Bvounrite with the humming bird
of all aur other flowers.  In some places, where these
stz abiownd, you may see, at one time, ten or twelve
T 1|JL'4I-. ||uu1|-f .:Imul, il Ewlltmlr with and
puesuing cach other.  About the 20th of September,
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they generally retie to the south, T have, indeed,
sometimes seen a solitary individoal on the 28 and
Hoth of that wouth, and sometimes even in Ocfiaber ;
but these eases are rare.  Aliout the besinning  of

wember, they pass the southern boundary ol the
United States 1r“1" Florida,

I Pl lwaming bird is three inches and a half in

lenzth, nud four aud a quarter in extent; the whole
Lack, upper part of the neck, sides under the winges,
tail-coverts, and two middle feathers of the tail, are of
a rich golden green; the tail is forked, and, as well as
the wings, of a deep brownish purple; the Lill and
eyes are black ; the legs and feet, both of which ara
extremely small, are also Llack ; the bill is steaigzhe,

j"‘-f,‘r’ slender, a little inflated st the tip, and very incom-
]

st 1o the exploit of peaeteating the tough sinewsy
e of o erow, wnd precipitating it from the clouds to
the carth, as Charlevoix would persnade his roaders to
belicve.®  The nostrils are two small oblonge slits,
situated at the base of the upper mandible, searcely
]mruwi\'ilhiu when the bird is dead, thoush very distin-

3 guishable and prominent when lvineg; the sides of the
belly, and belly itself, dosky white, mixed with green
bt what constitutes the chiel ornament of this little
bird, is the splendour of the feathers of lis throst,

-

which, when placed in a proper position, slow with
all the brillianey of the ruby. These feathers are af
singular steength and texture, lying close together like
scales, and vary, when moved before the eye, from a
deep black to a fiery crimson and burning oranee, The
female is destitute of this oroament ;3 hot differs litle
in other appearance from the male; her fail s tipt

(th white, aml the whole lower parts are of the same
tikt,  The voungr birds of the first season, both wale
and Female, lave the tail tipt with white, and the whole
lower parts nearly white ; iu the month of September,
the ormmmental feathers on the throat of the young
nuales lwg'ul Lo appeear.

* Histoire de fn Nowvelle Framee, iii, p. 185
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On dissection the heart was found to be remarkably
large, wearly as big as the eranium, and the stemach,
thougl distended with food, uncommonly small, not
exceeding the globe of the eye, anil seareely more tha
one-sixth part as large as the heart; the libres of t
last were also excecdingly strong.  The brain was in
large quantity, and very thin ; the tongue, from the tip
to an extent equal with the length of the hill, was
perforated, forming two closely attached parallel and
eylindrical tubes; the other extromitics of the tongue
torTz‘.-.:lmmlml exactly to those af the woml peclier, passing
up the hind liead, and reaching to the base ol the upper
mandible, These observations were verified in five
different subjects, all of whose stomachs contained frag-
ments of insects, and some of them whele ones. (
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113 ig one of our resident birds, active, noisy, and
)-r less ;. bardy beyond any of his size, braving the
severest cold of our continent as far north as the
country ronmld Hudson's Bay, and always appearing

most lively in the coldest weather. The males have a
variety of very sprightly notes, which eannot, indeed,

be called a song, but vather a lively, frequently repeated,

and often varied twitter. They are most usually seen
during the fall and winter, when they leave the depths

of the woods, and approach nearer to the scenes of
cultivation. At such seasong they abound among ever-
grecns, feeding on the seeds of the pine tree; ri“‘}' are

also fond of sunilower seeds, and associate in parties of

six, eight, or wore, attended by the Carolina nuthatch,

the red-bellied black-capt nuthateh, the crested tit-
mouse, brown erecper, and small spotted wood peclker;

the whale forming a very nimble and restless company,
whose food, manuers, and dspositions are pretty much

_—ad lile.  About the middle of April they begin to build,
choosing the deserted hole of a squireel or wood-
pecker, and sometimes, with incredible labour, digging

out one for themselves, The female lays six white

eurrs, marked with minute specks of red ; the first hrood
appenr about the beginning of June, and the second to-
wards the end of July; the whole of the family continue

to associate together during winter, They traverse the
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woiils in regular progression, from tree Lo tree, tam-
bling, eliatterivg, and hansinge from the extremitios of
the branches, examining about the rostz of the leaves,
busds, aml ereviees of the bark, for inseets and their
barvie,  They also frequently visit the areliands, parti
culirly in fall, 1he sides of the larm aold barneyarid, in
the same purseif, trees insuch sitnations beiug gene-
vally mmeh infested with insects,  We, therefore, with
plecsure, ranli this little bied among the farmer’s friemls,
and trust our roral eitizens will always recognize him
as such,

This species has a very extensive range ; it has heen
found on the western coast of Ameriea as e north as
Iat. G293 it 15 common at Hudson's Bav, and most
pletiful there during winter, as it then approaches the
settlements in quest of food,  Proteeted by o remark
ably thick covering of long, goft, downy plumage, it
braves the severest cold of those northern resions,

The Wack-capt titmonse is five inches and a balf in
length, and =ix and a half in extent ; theoat, and whaole
upper part of the bead and vidge of the neck, Llaek ;
between these lies a triangular pateh of white, euding
at the nostril 3 Will, Wlack and short ; tongue, troneate §
rest of the upper parts, lead eoloured or cinercons,
shightly tinged with brown ; wings, edeed with white ;
breast, belly, amd vent, yvellowish white; legs, light
bluwe; eves, dark hazel, The male and female are
nearly slike,

The upper parts of the liead of the younge are for
some time of a dirty brownizh tinge; and in this state
they agree so exactly with the pares hudsonicns®
deseribed by Latham, as oo afford good grounds for
guspecting them to be the sme,

These birds sometines fizht violently with each
other, and are known to attack young and sickly birds
that are incapalile of resistance, always directing their
Llows ampinst the skull,  Being in the woods one day,
I followed a bird for some time, the singularity of

* Mudson Bay Titmouse, Syropsis, ii 557,

I

e
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whose notes surprised me.  Maving shot him from off
the top of a very fall tree, 1 found it to be the black-
headed titmowse, with o long and deep indentation in
the eranium, the skull having been evidently, at some
wicer tine, deove jo, aud fractiured, but WHS oW jrirr=
feetly healed,  Whether or vot the chauge of voice
eonlil be owing to this cirenmstanee, [ cannot protend
to decide.

152, PamRus BICOLOR, LIN®. AND WILS — CRESTER TITMOUSE
WILSOX, PLATE 101 FIG. ¥,

Tuis is another associate of the preceding species ; but
more noisy, wore masical, and more Mmltiriulti,tlmu,':h
ther less active, 1t is, nevertheless, a sprightly bied,
essing o remarkable variety in the tones of its
eice, at one time not much londer than the squeaking
of a mouse, and in a woment after whistling alond, and
clearly, as if calling a dog; nnd continuig this dog-call
through the woods for hall an honr at a time, lis
high, pointed crest, or, as Pennant calls it, foupet, gives
it o smart and wol inelegant appearance.  lis fvoel cor-
vesponils with that of the foregaing ; it pesesses con-
siderable strength in the museles of its neck, and is
almost perpetually digging into acorus, nuts, CTEVICes,
and rotten parts of the bark, after the larvee of insects.
1t is aleo a constant resident here.  When shot at s
wounded, it fehits with great spirit. When confined
to n case, it soon becomes Fimiliar, and will subsist on
hemp secd, cherry stones, apple seeds, and hickory
nnts, broken amd thrown in to it. However, if the
care be made of willows, and the bird not mech hart,
will seom mnake his way through them, The great
comeavity of the lower side of the wings and tail of
this genns of bivds is a strong charactenstie, and well
suited to their shoet irreealar fight,

This specics it also fonnd over the whele United
States; but is most numerons towavds the vorth, It
extends also to Huodsow's Bay; and, according to
Latham, is found in Deonmark, and in the sonthern
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parts of Greenland, where it is called avingarsak, It
a0, it probally inhabits the continent of North America
fiom sea to sea.

The erested titmouse is six inches long, and seve
inches and a half in extent; the whole upper parts]
dull cinereous, or lead colour, except the front, which
is blaek, tinged with reddish; '|'|'|!tl.'l|}u lower parts, divty
white, exeept the sides unider the wings, which are
reddish oranre 3 legs and feet, light blue; bill, Back,
short, and pretty strong ; wing feathers, relieved with
ﬂuslq,' on their inner vanes; eye, dark hazel; lores,
white; the head elezantly ornamented, with a high,
pointed, almost upright, erest; fail, a little forked, con-
siderably concave Brelow, amd of the same colour above
as the back; tips of the wings, dusky; tongue, 1;? ‘

short, truneate, and ending in three or four sharvp poir®.
The female cannet be distinguished from the male b
her plumage, unless in its being something duller, for
both are equally marked with reddish orange on the
sides under the wings, which some foreigners have
made the distinguishing mark of the male alone.

The nest is built in a hellow tree, the eavity oflen
dug by itself; the female begins to lay early in May ;
the egzs are usually six, pure white, with a few ve
small spocks of red near the great end. The 'I!'Il!l?l';
family, in the month of July, hunt tozether, the parents
leeeping up a continual chatter, as if haranguing and
directing their inexperienced brood.
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iz part of the world. Tt is one of our winter lirds of
passare, arriving from the north in the fall; wnseally
staying with us the whole winter, frequenting sandy
plaing and open downs, and is numerous in the southern
States, s far ns Georgia, during that season,  They
iy high, in loose seattered flocks ; and at these limes
have a single ery, almost exactly like the sky lark of
Britain. They nre very numerons in many tracts of
New Jersey; and are frequently brought to Philadel-
phin market. They are then generally very fat, and
are considered excellent eating,  Their food scems
prineipally to consist of small ronnd compressed black
seeds, buckwhent, oats, &c, with a large proportion of
gravel. On the flat commons, within the boundaries
of the city of Philadelphia, focks of them are repularly
seen during the whole winter. In the stomach of these,
1 have found, in numercus instances, quantitics of the
s or larve of eertain insects, mixed with a kind of
glimy earth. About the middle of March they gene-
rally disappear, on their route to the north. Forster
informs us, that they visit the environs of Albany fort,
in the beginning of May; but go farther north to breed ;
that they feed on grass seeds, and buds of the sprig
Bireh, and run into small holes, keeping close to the
ground ; from whence the vatives m{l them chi-chup-

] Tuis is the most beautiful of its genus, at least in



220 ALAUDA ALPESTILIS.

pi-sue.®  This same species Appears also to be fonud in
Poland, Tus<ia, amd Siberin, 1 winter, from whenes
they alsa retire farther north on the approach of spring;
execpt in the northeast parts, and wear the high
IO ERIS,
The leneth of this bird is seven inches, the extent
twelve inches; the forchead, throat, sides of the neels,
il ]'tlw aver the eyve, ure nf i delicate abraw, ar Nilirll.'-'!
yellow, elesantly relieved by a har of blacl, that passes
from the nosteil te the eye, below which it falls, round-
iug, to the depth of three quarters of an inel; the
yellow on the forchead and over the eye, is bounded,
within, for its whole length, with black, which covers
art of the crown: the breast is ornpmented with a

road fun-shaped pateh of Wack : this, as well as ;.'ll[

the other spots of black, are marked with minute cury
of yellow points; back of the neck, and towards the
shonlders, a light drab tinged with lake; lesser wing-
coverls, bricht cinnamon; greater wing-coverts, the
game, interiorly dusky, and tipt with whitish ; back
and winrs, dreab-coloured, tinred with reddish, each
feather of the former having a streak of dusky Llack
down its centre ; primaries, deep dusky, tipt amd
edzed with whitish; exterior featliers, most so; secon-
daries, broadly edged with light drab, and scolloped at
thie tips; tail, focled, black; the two middle feathers,
which by some have been mistaken for the eoverts, are
o reddish drab, centeed with brownish black; the two
outer ones on each side, o.\'tu-riurl}' edged with white ;
breast, of a dusky vinous tinge, aud marked with spats
or streaks of the same ; the belly and vent, white ; siles,
gtrealoed with bav; bill shore, (Latham, in mistake,
says seven inches, 1) of a dusky blue colour; tongue -
truncate and bifid ; legs and claws, black ; hind heel,
very long, and almost steaight 3 iris of the eye, hagel,
The female has little or no black on the erown ; and
the yellow on the front is narvow, awd of a divty tinge.

¢ Philosopkical Transections, vol. Ixii, p. 205,
+ ddretic Luology. { Symopsis, iy p. D6G.
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There is a singulir appearance in this bird, which
I have never seen taken notice of by former writers,
viz, eertain long black feathers, which extend, Ly egual
distanges bevond each other, above the evebrow ; these

o longer, more pointed, and of a different texture from
the vest around them ; and the bird possesses the power
of erecting them, so w8 to appear as 1 horned, like some
of the owl . Having kept one of these birds alive
for some fime, I was much amused ot this odd apy
anee, and thindk might furnish a very snitable specifip
appellation, viz, alewde cormta, or borned lark, These
horus beeome searcely perevivable after the bird is dead.
The liead is slightly crested.

Shore lark and shy lark are names by which this
species is usually kuown in different parts of the Union,

ey nre said to sing well, mounting in the air, in the
manner of the song lark of Ewrope; but this is only
in those conntries where they breed. 1 have never
Lieard of their nests being found within the territory
of the United States,

GENUS XXXT. - FMRERIZA, Lanxzus,
SUMIENUS, FLECTAOPRANIS, MEVER.

154, FARERIEL NIVALIS, LINKXUS AND WILSON.

BEXOW HURTING.
WILSHN, PLATE XX VIG, I, — EDEX UG COLLEGE MUSEUE,

Turs being one of those bivds common to loth con-
tinents, its wigrations extending almost from the very
|m|u, toa distanee of lorty or Gty degrees around ; and
105 manmers snd peculinrities laving been loug familincly

""-'dﬁ‘ ovin o the naturalists of Europe, 1 shall in this
pliee avail mysell of the mast interesting parts of their
accounts, subjoining such particulars as have fullen
under my own observation,

“ These birds,” says Mr Pennant, ® inhabit not only
Greenland,* Tut even the dreadiul climate of Spitz-

® Cmaxrr, by 7.
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bergen, whers vegetation is nearly extinet, and searcely
any but cryptogamions plants are found. Tt therefora
excites wonder, how birds, which are graminiverons in
overy other than those frost-lound regions, subsist s
yet are there found in great floecks both on the lan
and ice of Spitehergen.*  They anuually pass to this
eountry by way of Norway ; for, in the spring, loclks
innumeralile appear, especially on the Norweman isles,
continue only three weeks, :mﬁI ther at once disappear.t
As they do not breed in Hudson's Bay, it is certain
that many vetreat to this last of lawds, aud totally un-
inhabited, to perform, in full security, the duties of
love, imeubation, and nutrition. That they breed in
Spitzbergen, is very probable ; but we are assured that
they do so in Greenland, They arrive there in April,
and malie their nests in the fssures of the roclks, on il
mountaing, in May ; the outside of their nest is grass,
the middle of feathers, and the lining the down of the
Arctic fox. They lay five ezrs, white, spotied with
brown : they sing finely near their nest.

“ They are caught by the boys in avtomn when they
colleet near the shores in great flocks, in order to
migrate ; and are eaten dried. T

“ In Enrope, they inhabit, during summer, the most
nikied Lapland Alps, and descend in rigorous seazons
into Sweden, and Gl the roads and felds ; on which
account the Dalecarlinns call them sthvarsfigel, or bad-
weather birds—the Uplanders, hardwarsfosl, expros-
sive of the same. The Laplanders style them afaipy,
Leems § remarks, T know not with what foundation,
that they fatten on the flowing of the tides in Finmark,
and grow lean on the ebl.  The Laplanders take them
in great numbers in bairsprings, for the tables, thrirl
llesh being very delicate, i

“ They seem to make the countries within the whale
Avctic cwele their summer residence, from whenee they

_; {.nnl Muronave's Foyage, 188, Mantin's Vopage, Th
EMS, S,
. (Freenland, 118, § Finmark, 350,




In the winter of 1778-9, they came in such multitndes
1nto Birsa, one of the Orkuey islands, as to cover the
chole barony ; yet of all the nwmbers, hardly two nrreed
colours,

# Lapland, and perhaps Teeland, furnishes the nortl
of Britain with the swarms that frequent these parts
during winter, as low as the Cheviot hills, in lat. 529
32 Their resting places, the Feroe isles, Schetland,
and the Orkneys,  The Highlands of Scotland, in par-
ticular, abound with them. ~ Their flights are immense,
and they mingle so closely tosether o form of a Lall,
that the fowlers make great bavoe among them, They
arvive lean, soon become very faf, and are delicious

:?‘ﬂ‘-: They either arrive in the HFighlands very early,
o
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"‘I‘-"-'Tl'l'il“' the more southern countries in amazing mul-
Ltndes, at the setting in of winter in the frigid zone,
L]
\

fow breed there, for 1 had one shot for we at
nvercauld, the 4th of August. But there is a certainty
of their migration ; for multitudes of them fall, wearied
with their passire, on the vessels that are sailing

throngh the Pentland Firth.® :
* In their sumner dress, they are sometines soen in
the south of England, + the climate not having severity

sufficient to affect the eolours; yet now amld then a
millc white one appears; which is usually mistaken for
a white lark.

“ Russia and Siberia receive them in their severe
seasons annually, in amazing docks, overflowing almost
all Russin. They frequent the villuzes, and yield a
most Inxurieus repast.  They vary there infinitely in
their winter colours, are pure white, speckled, and even
quite brown.§  This seems to be the influence of

ifference of age more than of season,  Germany has
a0 its shave of them.  In Aunstria, they are cght and
fed with millet, and afford the epicure a treat equal to
that of the ortolan,” §

* Basnor Pocock’s Journal, NS,
Mouwros's Northamp, p. 427.
Been's Travels, i, 198,

E KnaMeR, Arin, Ausir. 372,

4
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These Lirds appear in the nocthern districts of the

Toited States early in Decowmber, or with the fist
heavy snow, partienlaly if drifted by Nigh winds,
Tht'i are !1"il|-l|h called the white suow hr||| to distins
euish them Troodn the small dark Wloish soow bied
Their numbers fnerese with the e i sy .-r|t_',
weather, and depth of snow,  Flocks of tlmm sommel e

reseh as e sonth ps the borders of Maryland ; and the
whiteness of their pinm pre is olserved to lie prentiest
towards the depth of winter, They spread over the
Genneses conntry aml the interior of the district of
Maine, Aying in close compact bodies, driving about
most in a ||I*r|| wind ; i sonelimes .|1|-rI|1 e near Lhe
doors, Tt H'll.lll-lll- x|l1|n;_r long, being o roving, rostloss
Bird. Do these plentiful regions, where more valualie
game is abundant, they hold out vo temptation to tige
sporisian or Finnter 3 ol exeept the few conghf
Lioys in snares, o u1|||':| attention is paid to them, The
are, however, universally considercd as the larbingers
of severe cold weather,  How G westward they extend
I am nnable to say,  One of the most intellizone and
expert hunters wha ae |"|1II.1|III|l|.“1| Caprains I.t'ql| i
Clarle on their expedition to the Paeitic Oeean, infurms
mi, that e hos oo recollection of secinge these hinds in
any part of their tour, nol even among the Gleak amd
snowy regions of the Stony mountains ; themgh []m
little Blue one was in abundaner.

The suow bonting derives a consideralile part of its
food from the seeds of e --rr v aguatie plants, which may
be one reason Tor its 'lrn,- 1'ﬂ:‘|l|.l-‘ these renofe thern
countries, so generally intersec ted with strewms, ponls,
Talees, and shallow arms of the =ea, that |r4,|||.'||,ti_|p sl
with such plants.  In passing down the Sencen river
towards Lake Owtarvie, late in the wmonth of Hc:mh.-plﬂ-.._
Wi 0T isedl by the appearanee of o laree Nock of thegs
Dbarild= l'|'|'|l1ll;:;' on the surfuce of the water, stpported on
the tops of a growth of weeds that rose from the bot-
tom, srowing =o elose together that our boat could wigly
wreat difliculty make its way through them. They were
running about with o et .L: tivity ; and these | shot
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and examined, were filled, not only with the seeds of
this plant, but with a minute ||.'ilui af shell fish that
adheres to the leaves, In these kind of gl e XTI
sions they are doulitless groatly assisted by (he length

{ their Lind heel and elaws, 1 also observed a fow on
Table Rock, alove the Talls of Nineara, seemingly in
search of the sune kind of food,

Aceording to the statements of those traders wha
have resided near Hudson's Bay, the snow buntings are
the carlicst of their migmtory birds, appearing thers
about the 11th of April, staying about a month or five
weekis, and proceeding farther north to breed.  They
return again in September, stay (il November, when
the severe frosts drive them soutlward. =
PTILn sammer dress of the snow bunting is a tawny
I

own, interspersed with white, covering the head, neck,
and lower parts; the back is black, each feather being
shkivted with brown; wings and tail, also Wlaek, marked
in the following manner : —the theee secondaries next
the hody are bordered with bay, the next with white,
and all the rest of the secondaries, ns well as their
coverts, mud shoulder of the wing, pure white: the first
six priniiries ave black from their coverts downwards
to their extremities; tail, forked, the three exterior
feathers, on each side, white, murked on the outer edge,
near the tip, with black ; the rest, nearly all black ; tail-
coverts, veddish brown, fuding inte white; bill, pale
browmn ; lews and feet, black ; hind elaw Iu:n*{-;, like that
of the lark, though more curved. In winter, they
becone white on the ead, neck, and whole under side,
as well as weeat part of the wings and rump ; the back
eontinues black, skirted with brown,  Some are even
ol pure white, lndeed, so much does their plumage
virry according to age and season, that no twe are found
at any time alike.

* London Phitosophival Tyansactions, 1xi, 408,

VoL, It, P B
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Tuts ix ome of the gandy foreigners, (ond perliaps the
most showy,) that regularly visit us from the torrid
rewions of the sonth. He is deest in the richest scarlot,
got off with the most jetty black, and comes, over
extensive conntries, to sojourn for a thoe anonr us,
While we consider him entitled to all the righta of los-
stality, we may be permitted to examine a little intao

s charneter, and endeavonr to discover, whether D
has any thing else to recommend him, besides that of
having a fine coat, and being a great traveller,

On or abeut the st of May, this bird males his
appearance in Pennsylvania, e spreads over the
United States, and is found even in Canada. e rarely
approachies the halitations of man, unless, perhaps; to
the orchard, where he sometimes builds; or to the
chorry trees, in search of fruit, The depth of the woods
is his favourite nbode.  There, among the thick foliage
of the tallest trees, his simple, and almost monotonous
notes, ehip, churr, repeated at short intervals, in o
pensive tone, may be oceasionally heard, which appear
to proceed froni a considerable distance, thongh the lird
b immediately above you ; a fcnlty bestowed on him
by the beneficent Author of Natore, no doubt for his
protection, to compensite, in o degree, for the dunger
to which hiz glowine eolowr would often XS I'i"lb'--_ :
Besides this wsual note, he has, at times, @ more musicil
chant, something resembling in mellowness that of the
Baltimore orisle.  His food cousists of large, winged
insects, such as wasps, horoets, aud humble Lees, and
alsa of fru p.n‘ﬁl'uliiﬂy those of that species of vacci-
ninm usually ealled huekle-berries, which, i their
sepsom, form almost his whole fare.  His vest is boilt
about the widdle of May, on the horizontal branch of o
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and expmined, were (illed, not only with the seeds of
this plant, but with a minute kind of shell sl that
FI-:.”I.I'H*.'\G to the leaves,  In these kind of _-|_||H_:|1'|q-_ ERCUT-
gions they are doubitless areatly assisted by the lopsgth
gt their Limd heel and elaws, I’;ﬂ-.u observed o few on
Table Rock, above the Faulls of Niograra, seemingly in
seareh of the sune Kind of Foeed. :

."I-I'I'-ll‘lll:ll'.‘r to the statements of those teaders wha
have resided near Hudson's Dy, the snow buntings are
the carliest of their migratory birds, appearing there
about the 111h of April, stayiog alout a month or live
weeks, and procecding farther north to breed.  They
relurn wgain in September, stay il November, when
the severe frosts drive them soutlwared, #

The sammer dress of the snow bonting is a tawny

g o, dnterspersed with white, covering the hewd, necls,

r' o and lower parts; the back is black, eieh feathier heing
skirted with brown; wings and tail, also black, marked
in the fullowing manner : —the three secondaries next
the body are bordered with bay, the next with white,
end all the rest of the secondaries, as well as their
coverts, aml shoulder of the wine, [rure white s the lirse
six primavivs are black from their coverts downwards
1o their extremifies; tail, forked, the three exterior
feathers, on ench =ide, white, marked on the outer edee,
neqr the fip, with black ; the rest, nearly all black ; tal-
coverts, reddish brown, fuling into white; bill, praale
Brow e ; legs and feet, back ; hind clivw Tone, lilke that
of the lurk, theugh more eurved.  In winter, they
boeome white on the head, neck, and whole under side,
as woll as great part of the wings wul romp ; the back
continnes black, skirted with brown,  Some are even
o pure white,  Indeed, so much does their plumage
vary acconling to age and season, that ne two are fouid
at any time alike.

¢ Londen Philesophicel Transections; 1xii; 408,

VoL, 11, P B
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free, sometimes an applo tres, and is but slightly put
torether ; stallis of broken lax, and dry prass, so i hinly
wove torether, that (e lizht is easily pereeiville thirouh
it, form the repository of his Youge,  The epms are
theee, of i dull blue, spotted with brown or purple,
TJ“',‘r’ |'-4I'-i'|}' raise wore than one brood in a season, il
leave us lor the south about the last week in Awgust,
L Amoug all the birds that inhabit one wonds, there is
none thit strilies the eve of wstranger, or even u natiy i,
with so much brilliaucy as this. Seen among the Ereen
leaves, with the lizhee falling steongly on his plunies,
he really appears beautiful. — If e has litile of melody
in his notes to charm s, he has nothine in them to
disrust,  His manners are madest, easy, il noflfensive,
}l'u" commits .wo depredations on the property of e
i

msbandman, but vather beaefits him by the daily
lestrnction, in spring, of NENY BOXT0NE insects ;o ad,
when winter approaches, he is tio plandering depeniiat,
but seeks, fn a distant conntry, for that sustemauee
which the severity of the season denies to his industry
in this, He is 2 Striking ornament to our raral SEONCTY,
and none of the meanest of our rural sotesters,  Such
beigr the true traits of his character, we shall always
with pleasure welcome this beantiful, inoffen stralzer
to our orchards, groves, and forests,

The male of this species, when arvived ad Dis [l size
and solours, is six inches and @ hall in tength, and ton
and a half broad,  The whole plomage is of 1 nost
brilliant searlet, exeept the wings and tail, which are of
a deep black ; the latter, ]J.l!ﬂl_-ﬂ!:l'lli*l"" forked, sometines
minutely tipped with white, and the ineerior odwes of
the wing feathers nearly white; the bill is LRI, Cotl=
siderably inilited, lilke these of his tribe, the edso of the
upper mandible, somewhat irrecolar, as if toothed, and
the whole of a dirty gamboge, or yellowish horn colonr;
thiz, however, like that of most other birds, vories
according to the season.  About the Ist of Auerust he
begins to moult; the young feathers coming out, of a
greenish yellow coloar, until he appears nearly all
dhappled with spots of searlet and greenish vellow, In
tlis state of plumaze be leaves us, MHow long it is
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before he rvecovers his searlet dress, or whether he
continnes of this greenish eolour nll winter, 1am unalle
to say,  The iris of the eve is of a eream colour, the
Biews aml foet, lighit Lluoe, he female = green by,
and vellow below ; the wings and tail, brownish black,
edeed with green,  The voung birds, during their
residence here the first seasou, continne nearly of the
game colonr with the female.  In this cirenmstanee we
again recoguize the wise pravision of the Deity, in thins
clothing the feraale, and the mexperieneed young, in a
garh so favourable fn: coneealment among the foliv
ws the wealiness of the one, and the frequent visits of
the other to lwer nest, would arenl |:.' endaneer the "‘i'lrl'Tj-'
of all,  That the young males do not receive their red
plumage until the early part of the snceecling spring,
[ think lighly probable, from the circumstance o
frequently finding their red feathers, at that season,
intermixed with preen ones, and the wings alzo broadly
edged with green,  These facts render it also probable
that the old males regularly change their colour, and
have a swwmer and winter dress; bot this, farther
observations must determine,

There is in the Bragils a bird of the same genus with
this, amd very much resembling it, =0 much =0 as to
lave boen (requently confounded with it by Enrepean
writers, It is the tawagrae Brazilie of Turton and,
though so like, is yet a very distinet speeies from the
present, as 1 lhave mysell had the opportunity of aseer-
taining, by examining two very perieet specimens from
Brazil, now in the possession of Mr Peale, and comi-
paring them with this, The principal dilferences are
these : The plumage of the Bragilian is almost black at
Lot tom, very deep scarlet at the surface, and of an erange
tint between; ours is ash coloured at bottom, white in
the middle, and beight scarlet at top.  The tail of onrs
is forked, that of the other, cuneiform, or rounded. The
Lill of our species is more inflated, and of a greenish
vellow colour; the other's is Llack above, and whitish
below, towards the base. The whole plumage of the
southern species is of a eoarser, stiffer quality, particn-
Tarly on the head, The wings and tail, in both, are black.
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in the account which Buffon gives of the searlet
lall.lgvr, anil cardinal srosheak, there Appears o (" VerY
great conlusion, aml many mistakes ; to explain which,
1L IS neeess ¥ e ob=erve, that Me Edwards, in his fieure
of the seurlel taungrer, or searlet sparrow, as he calls i,
has given it o langing erest, owing, no doulit, to the
oo, disordeved state of the J'l]lll!i.l;;u of the stuffed or
dried skin from which he made his deawing.  Buflon bas
afterwards confounded the two together, by applying
many stovies, ovizinally related of the cardinal grosbeals,
to the searlot tanager; amd the following he gravely
gives s hig peason for so doing @ * We may presume,™
siys he, * that when travellers talk of the warble of the
al, they mean the searlet cardinal, for the other
cardinal is of the genus ol the prosbeaks, consequently
i stlent bied.”#®  This silent bird, however, has been
(il sl b o eminent English naturahist, to be almost
equal to their own nightingale! The Count also quotes
the following passage from Charlevoix to prove the same
peint, whicl, if his transltor las done him justice,
evidently proves the reyverse, * It is scarcely more
than a hundred leagnes,” says this traveller, * sewth of
Canada, that the cardinal bogins to be seen. Their song
is sweet, their plumage beautiful, and their head wears
a crest.””  DBut the scarlel tanager is found even in
Canvaela, ns well as an hondred leagues to the south,
while the cardinal grosbeals is not found in any great
numbers north of Maryland. The latter, therefore, it
is highly probable, was the Lird meaut by Charlevoix,
and wot the searlet tanager, Buffon also quotes an
extract of a letter from Culia, which, if the circumstance
it relates b true, is a singular proof of the estimation
in which the Spaniards hold the cardinal grosbeal,
# On Wednesday arrived at the port of Havanwah, o
bark from Florida, loaded with cardinal Uirds, skins, aul
fruit.  The Spaniards bought the cardinal birds at so
high a price as ten dollars a-picee; and, notwithstanding
the public distress, spent on them the sum of 18,000
dollars 1™ 4

* Durrox, vol. iv, p. 200, 1 Gaer Canent.
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With a Few fiucts more 1 sliall eonelude the history of
the searlet tanager: When you approach the nest, the
male Leeps cantionsly at a distance, as i fearful of
being seen; while the female hovers aroand in the
areatest agitation and distress,  When the young leave
the nest, the male parent takes n most active part i
feeding and attendiog them, and is then altogether
inditlerent of concealment,

Passing througl an erchard one morning, 1 eanghit
one of these vonng birds, that had but lately left the
nest, I earried it with me about hall o mile, to shew
it toomy friend, Mr William Barteam ; and, having pro-
enrved a cage, hung it up on one of the lare pine trdes
in the botanie gavden, within o fow feet of the nest pf
an orchard oriole, which also contained young ; hopeiyl
that the charity or tenderness of the orioles wonl
induee them to supply the eravings of the stranger,
But charity with them, as with too many of the human
race, began and ended at home, The poor arphan was
altogether werlected, notwithstandies its plaintive eries;
and, as it refused to be fed by me, T was about to return
it back to the place where T found it, when, towarls
the aflernoon, a scarlet tanager, no donlt its own parent,
wis seen fufterine round the care, endesvonring 1o
gt in. Finding this i:nyr:wli:'a'h'h-, b flew off, and
EQOTE Irolurnl:':l with foeod in his lall ; sod continned to
feed it till after sunset, taking up his lodgings on the
ilr{ her branches of the samo tree. In the maorning,
n]ntust as soon s day broke, he was asiin seen most
actively enmamed in the same affectionate wanners and,
notwithstanding the insolenee of the orioles, continned
his benevolent oflices the whole day, roosting at night
as before, On the third or fourth iy, he appeared
extremely solicitons for the liheration of his eharre,
wsing every expression of distressful anxicty, and EVOry
eall and invitation that nature had put in his power for
hlllﬂ to come ont.  This was too much for the feelings
of my veneralle fricud ; he procured o Jalder, sl
mounting to the spot where the bird was suspended,
opened the cage, took out the prisoner, @ restored
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him to liberty and to his pavent, who, with notes of
oroat r.\ml_r:uiﬂu, aceompanied his flirht 1o the woods.
The happiness of my mood friend was searcely Joss
complete, and shewed itself in bis benevolent eoun-
tenance ; and 1 could not refrain to myself,—
r such sweet sensations ean be derived from :{himjrh:-
ciremstance of this kind, how exquisite, how nnspeak-
ably vapturons, must the delisht of those individuals

- have heen, who have reseaed their fellow beines from
deatl, chains, aml imprisonment, and rostored them
to the arws of their friends and relations ! Surely, in
such gollike actions, virtue is its own most abundant
reward.

' 156, TAXACRL RITIFA, GM, AXD WILS, — SUMMEL 1LED=EIRT,
WILSON, PLATE VL, FiG. 10 MALT — Pid. 1%, PENALIE

Tue chauge of colour which this lird iz sulject {o
during the first year, and the imperfoct Geure first
given of it by Catesby, have deceived the Eoropean
naturalists so much, that four different species have
Licen formed out of this one,

The male of the snmmer red-bind is wholly of a rich
vermilion eolour, most brilliant on the lower parts,
except the inner vanes and tips of the wings, which are
of # dusky brown g the bill 18 disproporfionably large,
inflated, the upper mandible furnashed with o provess,
and the whole bill of a yellowish horn colour; the legs
and feet are lizht blue, inclining to purple ; the eye,

. Larre, the iris ofa lizht hazel colonr ; the length of the
whoele Lind, seven inches and a quarter ; amd between
the tips of the expanded wings, twelve inches. The
female differs little fn size from the male ; bat i, above,
af a brownish yellow olive, lightest over the eve ; throat,
breast, and whole lower part of the body, of a dull
orange yellow ; tips and interior vanes of the Wings,
brown ; bill, legs, and eve, as in the male,  Thi uest is
Bbuilt in the wonds, on the hovizontal beanch of o half-
Frown iree, often an evergredn, it the heisht of ten or
twelve feet from the ground; composed, outwardly,
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of broken sialks of dry flax, and lined with fine grass ;
the female lays threee light blue ezgs; the yvoung
are produced about the middle of Joue; and T snspect
that the sume pair raise ne more than ene brood in 2
geazom, for 1 lhave never found their nests ot in
May or June, Towards the middle of August, they
take their departure for the senth, their residence here
being searcely four months.  The young are, at fiest, of
a green olive above, nearly the same eolour as the
female below, and do not acquire their full tints till
the sueceeding spring or summer,

The eclunre, liqmrrl.'m*. commences the fisst season
Lefore 1heir departure.  In the month of August, the
yvoune males are distinguished from the fomales by
'ﬂleir'mulh-:.‘ garl ; the yellow plumage below, as we |
as the olive green above, first hecoming stained with
spots af a buff colour, which gradually brighten inte
red o these being irregularly seattered over the whole
body, exeept the wings and tail, particularly the former,
which T have alten fonnd to contain fowr or five sreen

uills in the succeeding June.  The first of these birds
}I ever shot was green winged ; and conceiving it at that
time to be o nondeseript, | made a drawing of it with
care ; and on turning to it at this moment, 1 find the
whaole of the primaries, and two of the secomlaries,
vellowish green, the rest of the plamage a full red.
This was about the middle of May. In the month of
Angust, of the same year, heing in the woods with my
eritm, | ]mn‘.rivml a bird of very singular ]l]l.im:tg':r, and
ﬂ:n'iu;r_r never before met with such addity, instantly
gave clinse toit. It appearcd to me, at a small distanee,
to be sprinkled all over with red, green, amd yellow,
After o great deal of dillienlty, for the bied liad taken
notiee of my eagerness, aml had become extremely shy,
I suecceded in bringing it down ; and found it to be
a young bird of the same species with the one 1 bad
killed in the precedivg May, but less advaneed to s
fixed colours ; the wings entirely of & grecuish yellow,
and the rest of the plumage spotted, in the most irregular
manner, with red, vellow, brown, and greenish, Having,

.
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siuce that time, seen them in all their stages of colour,

!I“l"-'ll‘g their residence here, 1 have the more satisfiction

m aszuring the reader that the whole four species

mentioned by Dr Latham are one and the san

The food of these birls consists of various kinds of

s, and large black Leetles, In several instances, 1

have fownd the stomach entively filled with the brolen

remains of humble bees, During the season of whortle-

berries, they seem to subsist almost entively on these

i berries ; but, in the early part of the season, on inseots

of the above deseription,  In Pennsylvania, they are a

rare species, bhaving myself sometimes passed a whole

simmer without seeing one of them; while in New

Jersey, even within half a mile of the shore opposite

the eity of Philadelphin, they may senerally be found
during the season.,

The note of the male i astrong and sonorons whistle,
| resembling a loose trill or shake on the notes of a Gife,
{ frequently repeated ; that of the female is rather a kind
] of chiattering, approaching nearly to the rapid pronun-
ciation of chicky-tucky-tuck, chicky-tueki-tnck, when she
sees any person approaching the neighbourhood of her
nest,  Slhe is, however, rarely seen, and wsually mute,
|. and searcely to be distinguished from the colonr of the

folinge at & distance ; while the loguacity aud brilliant
red of the male make him very conspicecus ; and when
seen among the green leaves, partienlarly il the light
falls strongly on his plunage, he has o most beautiful
and elegant appearance. It is worthy of remark, that
the females of almost all our splendid femthered birvds
are drest in plain and often obscare colowrs, as if
Providenee meant to favour their personil concealment,
and, rulw-quﬂul_\', that of their nest and youmg, from
the depredations of birds of prey ; while, among the
latter, such as eagles, owls, bawks, &e. which are under
no such apprehension, the females ave uniformly covered
with richer coloured plomage than the males,

The summer red-Lind delights in a at sandy country
eovered with wood, and interspersed with pine frees ;
nnd is, consequently, more numersus towarids the shores
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of the Atlantic than in the interior,  In both Carolinas,
amd in Georria and Florida, they are in great plenty,
lin Mexieo some of them are prolalbly resilent, or, nt
least, winter there, as many other of onr summer
vizitants are known to do. In the northern States they
are very rare; and [ do not know tha rlml.r Tuve lwen
found either in Upper or Lower Canada.  Du Pratz,
in his History of Lowisiana, has related some particalars
af this bivd, which have been repeated by almost every
subsequent writer on the subijs that “ it inhabits
the woods on the Mississippi, and collects against winter
a vast murnzine of wi, which it carelully ponceals
with drey leaves, leaving only a small hole for entranee §
and is so jealous of it, ax never to quit its neizhbourhood
exeopt to drink.” It is probable, thouwgsh I ecannot
ecorroborate the faet, that imlividuals of this species
iy winter near the Mississippi; but that, in a climafa
g0 modernte, and where such an exoberanee of fruits,
seeds, and berriez, 1= to be found, even during winter,
this, or any other bird, shonld fake so much paing in
hoarding a vast quantity of Indian eorn, and attach itsell
so closely to it, 14 rather apocryphal.  The same writer,
vol, i, p. 84, relates similar particolars of the eardinal
_[:Tu"!m.ni:, { lowia cardinaliz) which, thongh it winters
in Pennsylvania, where the climate is much more
severe, amd where the length and rizonrs of that season
would require a far lirger magazine, aml be a threefold
greater stimnlus to hoarding, vet has no such habit
liere,  Desides, T have wever fonnd a sinsle rmin of
Indizn corn in the stomach of the sommer red-hied,
though T have examined many individuals of hoth sexes.
o the whole, I consider this aeeonnt of Du Prate's in
mueh the same Heht with that of his eonntryman,

Charlevois, who gravely informs ne, that the owls ofde—

Canadu lay up o store of live mice for winter ; the legs
of which they first break, to prevent them from ranning
away, and then feed them earcfully, and fatten them,
till wanted for nse®

* Tracels in Canada, vol, §, p. 250, Loml 1761, Sv
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Itz manners—thoagh veither its bill nor tongne—
;Fllrh'l]h‘ very mueh of those of the Byveateher; for 1
ve frequently observed both male and fewale, a littls

Diefore sunset, in parts of the forest clear of nplerwond,
arting  alter winged ivseets, and continuing thus
Eaeed Ul was almost dosk,

137, TaxaGnA LUTOYVICIAN Ay WILSOK., — LOUIELL ¥ A TAWACER,
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Tz bind, tozether with Clark’s crow, and Lewis's
woodpecker, as bas alrendy  been  mentionsd, were
discovered, in the remote regions of Lonisiana, by the
exploring party under the command of Captain George
Merviwether Lewis, and Licutenant, now Geperal,
lilliam Clark, in their memorable expedition aeross

continent to the Pacific Oeean.

The frail vemains of the bird now under consideration,
= well a8 of the other two, have been set up by Mr
Peule, in his museum, with as muoch veatness as the
state of the skins would permit,  OF three of these
which were put into my L:md-t for examination, the
most perfect was selected for a drawing,  Its size
and mavkings were as follow :— Length, six mehes aud
a hall; baels, fail, and wings, black ; the greater wing-
coverts, tipt with yellow ; the next superior row,
whnll_\' ;ﬂ*llum'; neck, rnmp, tail-voverts, aud whole lower
prts, grecnish yellow ; lorepart of the head, to awd
weyond the eves, light seavlet ; Lill, wellowish horn
colonr; edges ol the ||]I1pur mandibile, ragoed, as in the
rest of its tribe; legs, heht blue; tail, shghtly forked,
and edeed with dell whitizh : the whole fizure about
the size, aud mueh resembling in shape, the searlet
iamer alveady deseribed 3 bot evidently a different
species, from the black baclk, and yellow coverts. Somae
af the feathers on the upper part of the back were also
shirted with yellow., A shin of what [ supposed to be
the female, or a young bind, dilfered in havieg the
wings aml baek browmish, and in being rather less

The fawily, or meons, to which this bird belongs, is
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particularly suliject to changes of eolonr, Loth Progres.
Hi'i'r:]_‘l-", during the fivst and secoinl seasons; and alsg
5“"'1"""“" Iy, afterwards, Some of those that inhabit

"enusylvania change from an olive green 1o a greenish
yellow; and, lastly, to a brilliant searlet ; and | confos
when the preserved specimen of the present sprecim
wis first shewn ma, I suspected it to have been Passing
through a similar change at the time it was taken,
But, having examined two more skins of the same
species, and finding them all marked very nearly alike,
which is seldom the ease with those birds that cliamge
while moulting, T began 1o think that this mizht bo its
most permaneit, or, at least, s summer or winter dross,

The little information I kave been alile 1o prreacire of
the species generally, or at what particular seasoun thess
were shot, prevents me from betng able to detern
this matter to my wish,

I can only learn, that they inhabit the extensive
plains ar prairies of the Missourd, botween the e
and Mandan pations; building their mests in low Tnishes,
sl often among the griss. With us the tanmrers
usually builid on the branches of a hickory or white sk
sapling, These hirds delight in various Lkinds of herries,
with which those rich prairies are said to abound,

GEXUS XXX1IL —FRINGILLA, Lixs ks,
SVBCEXRUS L—EPIEd;, DONAPFARTE.
138, PrivGILEA CTANEL, WILSDY.— FNHIGH MILH.
WILSON, PLATE I, i, ¥,

Tuts is another of those rich plumaged triles that
visit us in spring from the resions of the south, It
arrives in Pennsylvania on the second week in May,
andl disappears about the middle of September, 1t i
numerous in all the settled parts of the widdle amd
eastern. States ; in the Carolings and Georgia it is also
abundant. Though Cateshy says that it is only fonnd
at a great distance from the sea, yet round the city of
New York, and in many places along the shores of New
Jersey, T have met with them in penty. Lmay also adid,
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om the anthority of Mr Willinm Bartram, that # they
uhabit the continent aud sea-const i=lnls, from Mexien
e Nova Seotin, from the sea-coust west beyoud the
Apalachian and Chevokee mountains,” *  They are also
wwn in Mexico, whers they prolably winter,  lis
favourite hawats, while with us, ave about mardens, fclds
of deep clover, the borders of wooils, and romd
where it is frequently seen perched on the fences. In
s manners, it s extremely active and neat, and n vigo-
rous anid pretty ool somester, I mounts to the hi:ﬂll"hl
top of a large tree, and chants for ball'an houe at a time,
Lis song is not one continued strain, but a repetition of
short notes, commencing loud and i, ol Falliogy, Ly
almost imperceptible gradations, for six or eight seconds,
il they seem bavdly articalate, as if the little minstrel
o aquite exhonsted ; and, after a pouse of lalfa minate
or less, commences again as before,  Some of our birds
ging only in spring, and then chiefly in the morning,
being eomparatively mute during the heat of noon ; bt
the indire bird chants with as much animation under
the mervidian suw, in the month of July, as in the month
of May; aud contivnes bis song, occasionally, to the
middle or end of August,  His usual note, when alarmed
liy an approach to bis nest, is a sharp efap, like that of
striliing two hard pebbles smartly torether.
Notwithstanding  the beanty of his pl!'umng{-, the
\'imr.-il:,' with which he bin_'.n':i, and the ease with which
he can be reared and ]u-l.r, the Indigo bird iz seldom
geen domesticated.  The few 1 have met with wera
taken in trap eages ; ani =uch of any .-»pull-iurs rarely sin[__v
equal to those which have been reared by hand from
the nest.  There is one singularity which may be men-
~gioned here, viz, that, in some certain lights, his plumage
appears of & rich sky blue, and in others of a vivid
verdigris groeen ; g0 that the same bird, in passing from
one place to another before vour eyes, scems (o undergo
a total change of colour.  When fhe angle of incidence
of the rays of light, reflected from his plumage, is

s,

* Travels, p. 200,
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aente, the colonr is green, when obtnse, blue.  Such, 1
think, 1 have observad to be uniformly the case, with-
out being optician enongh to explain why it is so.
From this, however, must be exeepted the eolowr i il
Taead, which, beine of a very deep Lliwe, is not affecld
by a changa of position,

The nest of this bind is nsnally built in a low bosh,
amome rank rrass, grain, or clover, suspended by two
twiirs, one passing up each side s and is composed ont-
wardly of flax, and lined with fise drey prass, The
pirirs, wenerally five, are blae, with a bloteh of purple at
the sreat el

The indizo bird is five inchies long, and seven inches
in extent; the whole body is of & rich sliy blue, deep-
onine on the head to an ultramarine, with o tinge |
prerple 5 the blue on the body, tail, and wings, varicg
particular lighis to a light green, or verdizris colour,
stmilar to that on the breast of npeacock ; wings, Llacls,
edred with light Llue, and hecoming hrownish towards
the tips; lesser coveris, lisht blue; greater, lilnikk,
Lroadiy skirted with the smme blue; tail, black, exte-
riorly edged with bue ; Lill, black shove, whitish below,
somew hat larserin pnl}mtl‘lull than finches of the same
size usually ave, but less than these of the renus enbe-
riza, with which Mr Peanant has classed it, though, I
think, improperly, as the bird has much more of the
form and manners of the menns fringifle, where 1 must
be permitted to place ity legs and feet, backish brown,
The fomale 15 of # light flaxen colour, with the wings
dusky Wack, and the checks, breast, and whole lower
parts, a clay colour, with strealiz of o darker colour
under the wines, and tinged in several places with
Bluish, Towards fall, the mate, while moulting, beeompp—
nearly of the colour of the female, and in one which I
lept through the winter, the rich blue plumage did not
return for more than two months ; thoush 1 doubt net,
had the bird enjoyed his liberty and natural food nnder
a warm sun, this brownness wounld have been of shorter
duration.  The usual food of this species is insects and
varions kinds of seeds.
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Tz is one of the most numerons of the liftle
gummer birds of Lower Louisiang, where it is univer-
sally known among the French inhabitants, and called
by them * le pape, and by the Amerieans the non-
pareil.  Us gray deess and docility of manners have
procaved it many admirers; for these qualities are
.htﬂrlll_.'tip' attretive, and carey their own recommendis
tious always along with them.  The low countries of
he Southern States, in the v i(-inil:.' ol the zea, aud :ulmlg

ﬁq barders of our large rivers, particularly smong the
vice plantations, are the faveurite hounts of this elegant
little bivd. A few are seen in North Corolinag o
South Careliva they are more numerous; and still
more 5o in the lower parts of Georgin,  To the west-
ward, 1 lirst et them at Natelies, on the Mississippi,
witere they seemed rather gearee.  Below Baton Ronge,
along the levee, or embunknient of the river, they
appeared in great numbers; and continued to become
more common as I approached New Ovleans, where
they were warlling from almost every fenee, and
erossing the road before me every few misotes.  Their
notes very much resemble those of the indigo bird 3 Lut
qant the strength and energy of the latter, beiny more
feeble and more concise.

I found these birds very commonly domesticated in

the honszesz of the French inhabitonts of New Orleans;
ppearing to be the most common cage bivd they have
Tie negroes often bring them (o market, from the
neighbouring plantations, lor sale; either in eages,
tukien in traps, or in the nest. A wealthy French
planter, who lives on the banks of the Miﬁe-'ihl-"i“li. afow
miles below Daye Fourele, took me into lis gurden,
which is spacious and waguilicent, to shew we Lis
aviary ; where, among many of our common birds, 1
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lllh'n"r'l;'l'l,ll. -_"p‘-pr;ﬂ |||.|.r|||' 1‘|_'i|.-1',, twio uf 'I'I'ilil:"l hml 11|}§.‘ts'
aml were then hatchi

Were the same attention hestowed on these birds as
on the canary, 1 have no doubt but they wonld breed
with equal Facility, and hecome eiqually numerans an
funiliar, while the richness of theic plumage mizh
compensite for their inferiority of song.  Many of them
have been transported to Europe; and [ think 1 have
somowhere read, that in Moelland attempts have been
made to breed them, amd with suceess, When the
employments of the people of the United States heeome
mare =edentary, like those of Enrope, the innocent il
afrecable ammsement of keeping aml rearing birids i
this manner will become more meneral than it is at
present, amil their maopners botter known,  And L
cannot but think, that an interconrse with these Illu*
inpocent warblers is fvourable to delicacy of feeling,
and sentiments of hnmanity 3 for I hiave observed the
rudest and most savage softencd into benevolence while
contemplating the interesting manners of these inoften-
sive little ereatures,

Six of these birds, which I brought with me from
New Orleans by sea, soon became reconciled to the
care, In good weather, the males sung with preat
sprightliness, though they liad been canght only a fow
days Lefore my departure.  They were preedily fond
of Mies, which necompanied us in great numbers during
the whole vovage ; and many of the passengers amupsed
themselves with catehing these and giving them to the
nonpareils ; till, ai length, the bards beeame =0 well
acquainted with thiz amusement, that as soon as they
perevived any of the people attempting to cateh Mies,
they assembled at the front of the cage, stretehing ou
their heads through the wires with eager t-x[rm'mlin]'-?.“
evidently much interested in the issae of their clforts

These birds ardive in Louisiana, from the sputh,
abont the middle of Apreil, and begin to boild early in
Muy, In Savamnal, according to Mr Abbot, they
arrive about the 20th of April.  Their nests are usnally
fixed in orange hedges, or on the lower branches of
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the oramee teees | have also fonnd them in & come
moar brsolle o Dlackberey Daash, '|.'|||'_'|" are Lormed
exXterie E:u' ol l.|.l'_'~' s, i|1|.|,-r.:1ip1:g|u'|| with the silk of
caterpillurs, lined with bate, and lastly with sone
extremely line roots of lrl:m:-. The cxes are four or
tive, white, or rather pearl colonred, morcked with
III.I‘J111"-E. I|1'|F1.1.'.| r‘th:'l'li"‘.. _1.?| sl ol tl!l'k" |||.'\-I.‘i 1|a|||.
vmrs w00 bite as the 25th of Juge, I think it |r!|'|l|:r..!.l|i"
1lat rIn:-r .'-l_rlhl.'1i||||-- l'-I-i'-l' (RN Ianm:i in e same senson.
The ViHLE bivdds of both sexes, dorines thae st season,
are of a fine green olive above, and dull vellow helow,
‘ The femalds undergo little or po change, but that of
Beeomine of @ more brownisl cast,  The males, on the
contrary, are long and slow in arviving at their full
J 1'.'|rji'|:|.' of colonrs.  In the seeond semson, the lne on

l the head besing 1o wake its appearance, intermixed

with the olive preenc s the next yvear, 1he _'n'Huu' shiws
itsell: onr the back and rwmp; anl glzo the red, in
detached spots, on the throst and lower § All
these colours are completed in the fourth scason,
{‘_\'mtpt_ -.4_|1||{-1_:i|m_-ﬁ' [h..r i i stll comdinues on
thie tail. On the fourth and fifith seoson, the bivd

. hias attained his complete colours, No depreidence,
however, ean be placed on the regularity of this clange
| in birds confined in a cage, as the want of proper foodl,

sunshine, and variety of climate, all conspire against
the resalor operations of nature,

The nonpareil is five inches and three quarters long,
and eizht inches and three quarters in extenty lead,
I neels above, and sides of the same, a vich purplish blue ;
] evelid, elin, and whole lower puarts, vermilion; bael
and scapulars, glossy yellow, stuined with rich geeen,
and in old bivds with red ; lesser wing-coverts, purple ;

arrer, grecn ;. wings, dusky red, sometimes edged with
creei ; lower part of the b ek, rump, sl tail-coverts,

deep plozey reil, inclining te carmine ; tail, shizhtly
forked, purplish brown (generally green;) legs amd
feot, leaden gray ; bill, black above, pale Wue below;
iris of the eye, hazel,
The fenmle is five and a half joches long, and eight
VoL 11. L]
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inches in extent; wpper parts, green olive, Irri--'lllt:'stnn
the rump ; lower parts, n dusky Naples }’l'llll“‘,i‘rrlgilt{‘ih
on the belly ; and tinged considerally on the breast
with dull green, or olive; checks, or ear-feathers,
marked with lighter touches; bill, wholly a pule Lead
colour, lightest below ; lezs aud feet, the sane.

The food of these birds consists of vice, insects, and
various kinds of seeds that grow lnxurinmly in their
pative haunts. 1 alse observed them eating the seeds
or internal wrains of ripe figs,  They frequent gardens,
Luilding within a few paces of the house ; are particn-
larly attached to orangeries; and chant occasionally
during the whole summer. Early in October they
retire to more southern climates, Leing extremely
susceptible of cold,

160, FRIXGILED AMERITAN A, BOKAPARTE. L

EMBERIZTA AMERICAN A, WILS, —HLACK=-THROATEDR IUETING.

WILSON, PLATE 111, FI4. 1L

O this bird T have but little to say. They arrive in
Penusylvanin from the sonth about the middle of
May; abound in the neighbourhood of Philadelphia,
and seem to prefer level ficlds covered with rye-wrass,
timothy, or clover, where they build their nest, lixing
it in the ground, and forming it of fine dried gross
The female lays five white eges, sprinkled with specks
and lines of black, Like most part of their gpenus,
they are nowise celebrated for musical powers.  Their
whole song consists of five notes, or, more properly,
of two notes; the first repeated twice nudp slowly,
the second thrice, and rapidly, resembling efip, ehip,
che che ehé,  OF this ditty, such as it is, they are b
wo means parsimonious, for, from their first arcival for
the space of two or three wonths, every level field of
grain or grass is perpetually serenaded with ehip, elip,
che che chd. T their shape and manners they very much
resemble the yellow-hammer of Dritain (£, eitrinella; )
like them, they are fond of mounting to the top of
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some halfgrown tree, and there chirruping for half
am howr at a time, In travelling through different
parts of New York and Pennsylvania in spring anid
spmmer, wherever [ eame to level fields of deep rrass,

have constantly heard these birds around me.,  In
Angust they become mute; and soon after, that is,
towards the beginnivg of September, leave us altos
ot lier,

The black-throated bunting is six inches and o Ladf iy
length ; the upper part of the head is of 2 dusky erecnish
yellow ; neck, durk ash; breast, fuside shoulders of the
wing, line over the eve, and at the lower angle of the
Lill, yellow ; ehin, amd space between the bill and Vi,
white ; throat, covered with a Lroaul, oblong, somewhat
heart-shaped pateh of bl bordered on each side
with white; baek, vimp, and tail, ferruginous, the

|
l JFhrst streakied with black ; wings, deep dusky, edzod
.
3

with a light clay colour; lesser coverts and whole
shoulder of the wing, bright bay; belly and vent, dull
white; bill, light blue, dusky above, strong and power-
ful for breaking seeds; lews and feet, brown; iris of
the eve, hazel, The female difers from the male in
having little or no black on the breast, nor streak of
yellow over the eye; Leneath the eve she has a dusky
streak, running in the direction of the jaw, In all
those 1 opened, the stomach was Glled with varions
2 seeds, rravel, eows of iusects, and sometimes a slimy
kind of earth or clay.
This bird has been figured Ly Latham, Pennant, and
several others,  The former speaks of a bird which he
thinks is cither the same, or nearly resembling it, that
resides in summer in the country about Hudson's Bay,
and is often seen associating in lights with the geese ; +
his babit, however, makes me suspect that it muost be
a different species 3 for while with us here the black-
throated bunting is never gremarions ; but is almost
always seen singly, or in pairs, or at most, the indivi-
duals of oue family tozether,

* Larnasy, Syaopsis, Supplement, p. 158
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Gl rarsciifd LErcolPHERS, TEMAMINCE.
CAREEINY LECCOFIETE, WILEON, — WILITE=C Boow ¥UD NDRTING,
WWILSUN, LATE ERIL, I oY,

Turs heautifully marked species is one of the rarest
of its tribe in the United States, being chicfly confined
to the nerthern districts, or lisher imterior paris of
the :'mluh"\'. eXeepl T BV ere 1.|.iu.l|'1'.x, when some fisw
wanderers appear in the lower parts of the State of
Ponnsyleanin,  OF theee specimens of this lird, the
anly ones 1 have yet met wwith, the frst was canght in
a trap near the citv of Xew York, and lived with me
goveral months, Tt bad no song, aud, as T afterwards
discovered, was a femate,  Another, 1 male, was pre-
sented to me by Mr Michael of Laneaster, Peunsyls
vauin,  The third, 2 wale, aud in complede plumage, 4,
was shiot in the Great Pine Svamp, in the month of
May. It appesred to me 1o T uim=nzprivious, silent,
aud solitary ; fitting in short fight= ameng the under-
wood and piles of prostrate trees, torn up by a ternado,
that some vears age passed throngh the swamp, All
my endeavours to discover the female or sest were
unzuneces=fl,

From ihe sreat searcity of this species, our aequain-
tance with its wanners 5 but very limited,  Those
persons who have resided near Hudson's Bay, where
it s common, inform us, that it makes its nest in June,
at the bottom of willows, and lays four clhinealate-
colonred eges,  lis fierlit is said to be short and silent ;
but, when it perchis, 1t sings very melodionsdy.*

Tlhe white-crowned bunting is seven fuches long, and
ton inchies in extent; the Lill, a cinnamon brown;
erown, from the front to the hind head, pure “]|in~ﬂ“"
bouuded on each side by o stripe of Black proceeding
from vach nostril; and these aeain are hordered by
a stripe of pure white passivg over vach exe to the
hind hesd, where they meet ; below this, another narrow

& dAretic Zoology.
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stripe of black pisses from e posterior angle of the
exe, witkeniing as it descends to the hisld I||:n|; chitn,
white; breast, sides ol the neck, amd n e parts of
the s, very pale ash; back, streaked laterdly with
Y dark rusty brown and parle Iluish white ;. wines, duslor
edeed beowdly with brown; the greater and lesser
coverts tipt broadly with white, forming two hand-
some biands aceoss the wing; tertinls, black, edwed with
hr--lu'u and white; rump and tail-coverts, deab, tipt with
a lighter tint; tail, lony, rounded, dusky, and edeed
broadly with drabi; belly, white; veat, pale yellow
achre: lors and fieet, veddish 1.|:rn:r|.r||; oye, fq‘l]li'r.-ih
f hazel; lower eyelid, white,

The female Tk k':I\‘IIIﬁ' be distingnished from the
| nutle, by the white on the hemd being less piere, the
)’J’ﬂiluk alxo less in extent, and the ash on the besast

diarker; she is also smaller in size,

T|II-.'H.* iz 1 considerable resewmblanee between this
speeics and the white-throated sparow, Yot ihey
rarcly associate together; the litter rempining in the
lower parts of Pennsylvania in great numbers, uniil
the beginning of May, when they retive to the north
awl 1o the high inland resious to breed; the former
inhabiting moch more northern countries; aud thomrl
said to be common in Canada, ravely visiting this part

, of the United States, v

S -

162, FRINGILLY CRAMINED, GMELIN.
ERTERIED GRANINES, WILSON, — BAV=WINGED NUNTING,

WWILAGN, PLATE XXX Fid. v,

Tue manners of this bivd bear great affinity to those
of the common bunting of DBritain. 1t delizghts in
!‘ruqlumuiug srass and clover fields, perelics ou the tops
of the fences, singing, from the middle of April to the
beginning of July, with a clear and pleasaut note, in
which particular it far excels its Europesn velation,
It is partially a bicd of pussage here, some leaving us,
and others remaining with us during the winter. In
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the monih of Marel 1 observed them numerous in the
liwer jrarts of '.il'ill'l,;lilll wliere, :]l:l:'lll'llill;." to Mr Abbot,
they are only winter visitants, They frequent the
mididle of ficlds more than hedees of thickets ;o
alone the pround Jike o lark, which they also resemble
in the great breadth of theie wings: they are timid
Bivds ; sl rarely approach the fom honse,

Their nest is built ou the grovwl, in a grass or clover
fichl, and formed of old withered leaves aud dey geass §
and lived with hair.  The female lays four or five cgrs
of a ey sl white,  Omn the first week in MII}', 1 fonnd
oie of their nests with four young, from which cir-
vumstance [ think it probable that they raise two or
more brood in the same season.

This bird measures five inches and three quarters in
lenath, and ten inches and a half in extent; the uppér
parts are einereous brown, mottled with deep brown or
black 3 lesser wing-coverts, leight bay, mreater, black,
edred with very pale brown ; wings, dusky, edged with
Lrown ; the exterior primary, edzed with white; tail,
subictmeiform, the outer feathier white on the exterior
e, ol tipt with white, the next tipt and edged for
Lialf an ineh with the same, the rest, dusky, edzed with
pale brown; bill, dark brown alove, paler lielow ;
vound the eye is a narrow eircle of white; upper part
of the breast yellowish white, thickly steeaked with
pointed spots of black that pass along the sides ; helly
and vent, white; lems and feet, flesh coloured ; third
wing-feather from the body, nearly as long as the tip of
the wing when shut,

T can pereeive little or wo difference between the
colours and markings of the male and female,

)

163, FRIXOILEA PALUSTHIS; WILSON, = WA MY SEALROW,
WILSAE, FLATE XXIL Fid, 1. ABULT MALE,

Tue history of this obseure and humble species is
short and uninteresting.  Unknown or overlooked by
the naturalists of Europe, it is now for the first time
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introduced to the notice of the world, Tt is ome of onr
swmmer visitants, areiving in Pennsylvania carly in
April, frequenting low grownds, and river courses;
vearing two, amd sometimes thres, brood in 8 seasor :
and retwrning to the south as the cold weather com-
mences,  The immense ey press swamps and extensive
grassy flats of the Sount Brates, that border their
nuwmerous rivers, aud the rich rice plantations, alound-
ing with their favonrite seeds and sustenance, wppear
to be the weneral winter resort, and wrand annual
rendegvous, of this and all the other species of sparvow
that remmain with us during summer,  From the river
Trent in North Caroling, to that of Savannah, and siill
farther south, [ found this SPECies VOry numerous; not

il grass, seeming shiy and timorous, nnd more attached

l flying in floelks, Lut skulking among the canes, roeds,

~

to the water than any other of theie tribe, I
of April numbers pass through Pennsyl to the
northward, which E conjecture from the circumstance
of findimg them at that season in particular parts of the
woods, where, during the rest of the year, they are not
to be seen. The fow that remain frequent the swamps,
and reedy borders of our crecks and rivers, They
form their nest in the ground,; sometimes in o fussoek
of rank grass, surrounded by water, and lay four cres
of a dirly white, spotted with rufouz,  So late as the
15th of August, I have seen them foeding their youngr
that were scarcely able to fly.  Their prineipal food is
grass seeds, wild oats, and insects.  They have no song ;
are distinguished by a single ehip or cheep, uttered in
a rather hoarser tone than that of the SN EPAITOW §
flivt the tail as they fly ; seldom or wever take to the
trees, bint skulk from one low bush or swampy thicket
to another.

The swamp sparrow is five inches and a half long,
and seven inches and a half in extent ; the back of the
and front ave back ; erown, biright bay, bordered
with black ; a spot of yellowish white betwern the
eye aml nostril; sides of the weel and whole lreast,
dark ash ; chin, white; astreak of black proceeds from

maonth
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the lower mandible, and another (om the posterior
ancle ol the eye; back, Wack, slightly skirted with
By 3 greater coverts also black, edzed with bay ; wings
il taily plais brown; belly and vent, brownish white;
Lilf, dusky above, Uloish below; eves, hazel; legs
bresvn 3 elaws, strone amd p.h;u']:, for elimling the ez,
Thee Gealic wants the bay on the crawn, or has it iniliz-
tiuctly ; over the eye is a line of dull white.

164, rrrxEiRld dLRICRLETS, WILSOR,
WITE=THROATID SPARLOW,

WILSGN, PLATE X%iy. Vi L

Tris is the largest as well as handsomest of all our
sparrows. It winters with the preceding specics and g
goveral others o most of the Stites south of N\"f‘l"«
England.  From Connceticnt to Savinmah 1 ol
thess birds numerons, particalarly in the neighbonrhood
of the Woaneke river, snd amoug the diee plantations.
In swmmer they vetive to the higher inland parts of the
country, aml also farther north, to reed.  Aceording
to Pewnant, they are also found at that season in New-
foundlamd,  Duiring theiv residence here in winter,
they ecollect together in fAocks, alwiys preferring the
borders of swampy thickets, creels, awl mill-ponds,
shirted with alder bushes and long rinl 'il-‘l'i'lll'h the
geeds of which form their principal foel. Farly in
gpring, o little Before they lenve us, they bave a few
remarkably sweet and elear notes, generally in the
merning o little alter sunrise.  About the 2ith of
April they disappear, and we see no more of them till
the beginning or second week of October, when they
Aaain return; part to pass the winter with us; amld r_
part on their ronte farther sonth, ?

The lensth of the white-throated sparrow is six
inehies and a balf, leeadth, nine fuchies; the upper part
of the lack aud the lesser wing-coverts are beantifully
variegated with Wack, bay, ash, aud Light brown; a
stripe of white passes from the base of the upper mian-
dilile to the hind head ; this is bordered on each side
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with a steipe of black § below this amain is another of
whit !1;:,“'1:.:_; wver each eve, mwl Lh'i'lwuinu iilo oranee
yellow between that amd the nosteil; this is awsin
bordered by i steipe of black proceeding from the hind
art of tho eve; breeast, ash; ching belly, sl vent,
wehite s tail, somewhat wedsed ; ]L'E‘. flesh coloured 3
Bill, & blussh horn eolour; eve, hazel,  To the female
the white steipe on the erown is o light drili the
Deeiest ot =0 dark 3 the ehin less pure; and the lue of
yellow before the eye searce half as long as in the
male,  All the parts that are white in the male are
iu the female of a light deals colour.

165, FRINGILEd SAPANN, WILSDN . —SAVANMNAN SPARROW.

. WiLsod, FLATE TEI0 Fho i FESALIL

Tits now species isan inhabitant of the low conntries
on the Atlantie coast, from Savannah, where 1 first
diseovered it, to the state of New Yook, and is gene-
rally resident in these places, though ravely fovud
inland, or far from the seashore, 1 have sinee found
these birds numerons on the seasshorve, in the State of
New Jorsey, particulady wear Great Egr Harbour. A
pair of them 1 presented to Mr Peale of this city, in
whiose noble collection they wow ocenpy a place.

The female of the Savanual sparrow is live inches
and a balf long, and eight and a balf in extent ; the
plumage of the back ix mottled with black, bright bay,
and whitish 3 chin, white ; breast, marked with pointed
gpots of black, edged with by, runming in chains from
ench Lase of the lower mandible ; sides, touched with
long streaks of the same; temples, marked with a

ear Feathers, slighily tinged

—ﬂmt of delicte vellow ;
vith the same; belly, white, and a fitde streadied ;

inside of the shoulders, and lining of the wing pale
yellowish 3 lirst and second rows of wing coverts, tipt
Swith whitish ; seeondaries next the body, pointed aud
very hluels, edeed also with bay ; il slizhtly forked,
aod without any white feathers ; legs, pale tesh colowr;
himd elaw, pretty long.
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has deawn between many distinet species of this family
of finches, render these minnte and tedions de riptions
absolutely necessary, that the particular species may be
precisely diseriminated,

The very slight distivetions of colour which nature

166, FRINGILELE SAPAXN 8, WILSON. —SAVANXAN FINCIL

WILSON, FLATE XEXIV. FId. ¥, MaLe,

Tue female of this delicately marked sparrow has
Leen alrepdy taken notice of,  The present description
is from a very beantiful male,

The length, five and a half inches ¢ extent, cight and
a half; bill, pale brown; eyebrows, Naples yellow ;
breast and whole lower parts, pure white, the former
marked with small poiuted spots of brown ; umm_‘l
parts, a pale whitish dlmb. mottled with veddish brown ; i
wing-coverts, edred and tipt with white; tertials,
black, edged with white and bay; lews, pale elay; ]
car feathers, tinged with Naples vellow, The femala
aml young males arve less, and mnch darker.

This is, probably, the most timid of all our sparrows.

In winter it frequents the sea-shores; but, as .-'-]pring
approaches, migrates to the interior, as [ have ately
discovered, building its nest in the grass neardy in the
same form, thoush with fewer materials, as that of the
bag-winged bunting.  On the 23 of May, T found one
of these at the root of a clump of rushes in u grasy
ficld, with three young, nearly ready to fly.  The female
eonnterfeited lameness, spreading its wings and tail, and
using many allectionate stratagems to allure me from the
place. The crrs [ have never seen,

167, FRINGILEA PUSILEL, — FIELD SPALILOW, j

WILHOY, FLATE X3 FiG L
Tiis iz the smallest of all our EPATTOWS, and, in
Pennsylvania, is generally migratory. It arrives early

in Aprily Frequents dry fields covered with long grass,
builds a small nest on the ground, peaerally at the foot



Dbroml in g season, 1t is more frequently found in the

ldle of felds and orchards than any of the other
species, which wsually Turk along hedeeraws, It has

no song, but o kind of chirruping, sot much different

from the chivpings of a cricket.  Towards fall, they
pssemble i loose flocks, in orchards anid corn fields, in

-J search of the seeds of varions rank weeds; and are
then very numerons,  As the weather beconies severe,

with deep snow, they disappear.  In the lower parts
aroling, I found this species in

FIELD SPARLOW. 25l
of n brier; lines it with horse hair; lavs six egos, so
thickly sprinkled with ferruginows, as to appear alto-
wether of that tint ; and roises two, and often three,

(]

of North and South
multitudes in the months of Janwary and Fehruary,

l\\'!m" disturbed, they take to the bushes, clustering so

ks

oee tosether, that a dozen may easily be shot at o

i time, I continned to see them equally numerons
throush the whole lower parts of Georgia; from whenee,
according to Mr Abbot, they all disappear carly in the
spring.

None of our Lirds have been more imperfectly
degeribed than that family of the Gnch tribe nsoally
called sparrows. They have been considered ns too
insignificant for particular notice, yet they possess
distimet characters, and some of them |il‘4:ll1'lilr1t'"'$. well
worthy of notice. They are innocent in their habits,
subsisting chielly on the small seeds of wild plants, and
geldom injuring the property of the farmer, In the
dreary season of winter, some of them enliven the
prospect by hopping familiarly about onr doors, humble
pensioners on the sweepings of the threshold,

The present species has never before, to my know-
edee, been deseribed. It is live inches and a quarter
on, and eight inches broad ; Lill and legs, a ridldish

innamon colowe ; upper part of the head, deep chestunt,
ol by o slight streak of drab, widening as it moes
back 3 cheeks, line over the eye, breast, and sides under
the wings, a brownish clay colour, lightest on the chin,
and darkest on the ear feathers; a small streak of
brown at the lower angle of the bill; Lack, streaked

—




a5 FRINGILLA AREOREA.

with blael, drab, and Lright bay, the latter being
geuerally centred with the former; romp, darle deab,
or cinereous ; wings, dusky black, the primaries edged
with whitizh, the secotdaries Bosrdered seith brieht 1|..|.3I' 2
graater wing=coverts, black, edeed pul broaul Ly tipt wi
browmish white; tail, dusky Wk, edred with clay
eolonr ; male and fomale pearly alike in plumage ; the
elestuut on the crown of the male rather brizhter.

165, FRINGILEA ARRORNL, WILAGN,

FRINGILLA CANADENSIS, LATIAM: —TAEE SPASROW,

WILSODN, FLATE VL FIG, 10— EMSEURELH COLLEQE MUy,

Tuis sparrow is a uative of the north, whe tales uy
his winter quarters in Pennsylvania, eod most of
northern States, as well as several of the southern ones,
He arrives here about the beginwivg of November, and
leaves us awain carly in April; associates, in flocks,
with the snow birls; frequents sheltered hollows,
thicicets, amd hedrerows, near springs of water; and
bas o low warbling note, scarcely andille at the distance
of twenty or thirty yards.  If disturbed, takes to troes,
like the white-throated spaerow 3 bot, conteary to the
habit of most of the others, whe are inclined rather to
dive into thickets, Alr Edwards has erroneously repre-
senbed this us the female of the mountain gparrow’ ; but
that judicions and excellent naturalist, Me Pennunt,
has given a more correct necount of it, sud informs us,
that it inluabits the countey bordering on Hudson's bay
during siwmmer ; eomes to Severn settlement in May';
advances farther novth to breed ; and retiwros inantomo
on its way southward. 1t also

# Nl:\ﬂ'lrlllllllililll.‘r-
]?:.‘ some of our own netuealists, this 2pecies has bee

confounded with the chipping sparrow, which it yer

muech resembles, but is lrger and haudsomer, and s
never found with ns in summer,  The former departs
for the south about the same time that the ter

& slretie Zaolagy, val, diy P 3T



EONG SPANRDW. 253

arrives from the north; amd, from this circumstanes,
ane fheir coneral resemblsnee, has arisen the mistake,
The tree sparrow s six inches and o hall’ Lo, And
nine aud a balf in extent ; the whole wpper part of the
ead 15 of o bright reddish chestnut, sometimes shizhily
Givted with gray; from the nostrils, over the eve,
passes i white strip, fading jnto pale ash, as i extends
baek ; sides of the neck, ohin, and bregst, very pals
aslh s the eentre of the breast marked with an olsenre
‘ spot of il brown ¢ from the lower anele of e Lsill,
prroeceds o & l:-_'lll streale of chestnut ¢ sides, vuder tha

. wings, pale brown ; back, handsomely streaked with
pade deab, bright by, amd Wael; Tower part of the
kel al eomp, brownish drab; lesser wing-coveris,
ack, edwed with pale ash; wings, black, broadiy

.

bl with brisht bay ; the first aud second row of
. soverts, tipt with pure white; tail, black, forked, and
- exteriorly cdeed with dull white; belly and vent,

brownish white ; Lill, Black above, yellow below ; Tegs,
a brovwuish eluy colour; feot, The female iz
about half an inch shorter ; the chestunt or bricht liay
on the wines, back, and crown, is less brillizat: gl
the white on the coverts narrower, and not so pure,
These ave all the dilferences 1 can pereeive,

.

TE  FRIXGIELA NELORIL, WILSON, == SOKG SPALROW,

WIL=0%, PLATE XV Fii 1T,

Eo nearly domany species of onrsparrows approximate
to ench other in plumaze, aud so inperfectly ];r.n. ¢ they
been taken noties of, that it is alsolutely impossilile to
gay, with certainty, whether the present species has
over boen deseribed or not. Awd yet, of all our
narrows, this is the most nemerons, the most generally

insed over the United States, and by far the earlicst,
sweetest, aml most lnsting songster. 1t may be sail to
be partiolly migratory, many passing to the sonth in
the month of November; and wmany of them 1
remaining with us, ia low, close, sheltered meadows and
swamps, during the whole of winter. It is the first
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o bind in spring, taking precedence even of the
pewee and bluebird,  Tts song continnes occasionally
during the whole summer and FRll, and is sometines
heard even in the depth of winter. The notes, or
chant, are short, but very sweet, vesembling the begin-
ning of the canary’s song, and frequently repeite
aenerally from the branches of a bush or small t
where it sits chanting for an hour together, It i3
foud of frequenting the borders of rvivers, mesdows,
swaraps, aud sueh like watery plices; amd, i wonnded,
and unable to fly, will readily take to the water, and
swim with considerable rapidity. In the great cypress
swamps of the southern States, in the depth of winter,

I observed multitudes of these birds mim*l!! with several
other species; for these places appenr to be the prand
winter rendezvouns of almost all our sparrows, 1 hav
found this bird in every district of the United State)
from Canada to the southern bowndaries of Georgia;
but Mr Abbot informs me, that he Lkoows of only one

or two species that remain in that part of Georgia
during the summer,

The song sparrow builds in the ground, under a tuft
of wrass ; the nest is formed of fine dry grass, and lined
with horse hair: the ezms are four or five, thickly
marked with spots of reddish brown, on a white, spme-
times bluish white, round ; if not interrupted, he raises
three brood in the season. 1 have ﬁlumliflis nest with
young as early as the 26th of April, and as late as the
12th of Angost, What is singular, the same bird often
fixes his nesl in o cedar tree, five or six feet from the
wround,  Supposing this to have been a variety, or
different species, 1 have examined the bird, nest, and
ewrirs, with particular care, seversl times, but found no
difference, 1 have observed the same accidental labifpr—-
in the red-winged blackbicd, which sometimes builid
among the grass, as well as on alder bushes.

Thiz species is six inches and a half long, and ecight
and a half in extent; upper part of the hewd, dark
chestnut, divided, kiterally, lh}' o line of pale dirty white ;
spot at each nestril, yellow ochre ; line over the cye,




CHIFPIXG SPARTOW, 255

uu]tnliw_r to ash ; chin, white ; strealk from the lower
mandible, slit of the mouth, and posterior angle of {le
rye, dirk chestnut ; breast, and sides wider the wines
ILI(']-]_‘I." i leed witl long pointed spois of dark l']ll.‘.‘i11lllt‘l..|'
ceptred with  black, and rutming  in chains s ],..jhﬁ

hite ; veod, yellow oclive, steealoed with brow - back,
strealied with Dlaclk, by, and pale ochre; tail, !1|-s'u'n|.-n1
rounded at the end, the two middle feathers stronked
down their centres with Wack; legs, flesh eolonred «
wing-coverts, lack, broadly edged with bay, and tipt
with yellowish white ; wings, dark brown, The i'vm:uih-
is scarcely distinguishuble by its plumage from the
male, The bill in both, horn coloured,

170, FRINGILLA S0C1ALIS, WILSOK. — CIIPPING SIA LW,
WILSOR, PLATE XVI. FIG, ¥,

Tins species, though destitute of the musical talents
of the former, is, perhaps, more gencrally known,
because more familiar, and even domestie,  He inhabits,
during summer, the city, in common with man, building
in the bravches of the trees with which our streets and
gardens are ornamented ; and gleaning up erombs from
our yards, and even our doors, to Feed hiz more advanced
young with. I bave known one of these birds attend
regularly every day, during a whole snmmer, while the
Fomily were at diuner, under a plazza, fronting the
marden, and pick up the crumbs that were thrown to
him, This sociable halit, which coutinues chiefl
during the summer, is a singular characteristic, 'I'r.n-:.nE;
the end of summer he takes to the fields aml hedees,
until the weather becomes severe, with snoew, when s
__{u arts for the south,

. The chipping bird builds his nest most commonly in

a eedar bush, and lines it thickly with cow hair,  The

female lays four or live eges, of a light blue colour,

with a few dots of purplish black vear the great end,
This species may easily be distinguished from the

four preceding oues, by liis black bill s frontlet, and

by Jus fmuiliarity in SmiERer ; yet in the month of
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Anrast and September, when they moult their feathers,
the black on the fronr, amd pactially on the billy disap-
pears.  The voung are also without the black during
e first won=on,

The chipping sparpow is five inches amd a quarte
Tong, ped edaht inelies inextent 3 Teontlet, Blick ;. ehid]
and line over the eve, whitish § erown, clie=tnnt 3 hriasg
and siddes of the neck, ||.;|_i..~ a=li ¢ Lill, in winter, M.l('lil
i summer, the lower mandible fesh colowred § romp,
dark nsh; belly aud vent, white; back, variceated
th Whaele and bright oy wings, blagk, broadly edmed
t Liriehit chestant 3 tailg |||1--!..;:|.'1 forleed, amd «lightly
wd with pale ochee; legs and foet, a pale fdesh
o The female differs o baving less black on tha
atd the I;j;|.:|' duller,  Both lose the black fron

17L. PRINGILLSE XIVILIS WEILSON. — SKOW BILD:
wrhaai,; PLATE XV FIG, V. — KIS IUDEE COLLEGID Hit=aiiiM.

Tuts well inown species, small and jnsignificant os
it mny appear, s, by far, the most nomerows, as well o
the nest extensively disseminated, of all the Geathered
prilies that visit ws from the frozen regions of the north.
Their mizratious extembing o the avetie le, auniel,
proliably, bevond it, to the shores of the Golf of Mexico,
spreadine over the whole breadih of the United States,
Trom the Athmtie Ocean to Lowisiana : how much farther
westward, T am unable to say,  Alout the 20th of
Oetolor they make their lirst appesranes in those paris
of Ponnsylvanin east of the Alleshany Monutaing, At
first they are most generally seen on the horders of
woeds amome the Glling aud decayed leaves, in loose
flocks of thirty or forty together, always taking to thy i
troes when disturbed.  As the weather sets in colder,
they approach nearer the Girm-lionse ond villyees; amd -
on the appearance of, wlit is waually ealled, falling
weather, assemble in larcer Bocls, awd secm donbly
ditizent in searching for food.  This increased activity
is generally a sure proguostic of a storu, When deep

e
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snow eovers the ground, they beeome almost lalf
dimesticated, rj']ll-ll.‘ collect about the isien, shaliliss,
and other outhonses, spread over the yard, and even
roud e steps of the door; uot only in the conntry

amd villages, but o the heart of our lnrge eitips :

{ crowiing arownd the threshold carly in the Wi,
gleaning up the erimbs g ajRpearing  viry lively aml

P Familiar, They have alsa recourse, at thissevers SElA0,
J when the Giee of the earth is shut wp fron theu, to tlhe

sevils of ma ¥ Kinds of weeds that sl rise alove 1l
snow, in corners of fields, puid low, shelterad situations,
alonge the borders of eresks gl fences, where thoy
] associate with several specives of sparrows, particulaely
the four last mentioned, They are, at this time, easily
canght with almost any kind of trap i are generally faf,

and, it is sanl, ure excellent eatine,
et bt consider this bind as the mest numerons
o tribe of any within the United States.  From the
northern parts of the district of Maine, to the {hrocliee
river in Georgia, a distance, by the cireuitous route in
which I travelled, of more than 1500 miles, | wever
passeid a day, and searcely a mile, without Soeine .
Liers of these birds, and frequently larre focks of several
thousands,  Other travellers with whom 1 convirsed,
wha hal come from ington, in Kentucky, theough
Virginia, alse declived that they found these birds
, numerons along the whole road,  Ttshould b abiseryed,
that the roadsides are their Fvourite haunts, whore
many rank weeds that srow along the fences furnish
them with food, and the road with irravel,  In the
,. viginity of plices where thoy were most numerons, [
observed the small American spareow hawk, and several
others of his teibe, watching their opportanity, or
Wﬂl’t‘l'il]_‘: eantionsly arownd, making an oceasional sweep
dmong thew, and retiving to the bare branches of an
old eypress, to fecd on their viction  In the month of
April, when the weather begins to be warm, they are
observed to retreat to the woods, and to prefer the
shaded sides of hills and thickets; at which time the
males warble out a few very low sweet notes, anl are

¥OL. 11 R ]
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almost perpetually pursuing and fighting with each
other, About the 20th of April they take their leave
of our humlle regions, and retire to the north, aul to
the high ranges of the Allechany, to boild their nests,
and rear their voung,  In some of those ranges, in the
interior of Vieginia, and northward about the waters
of the west braneh of the Susquelanna, they breed in
great numbers,  The nest is fixed in the ground, or
amenr the zrass, sometimes several being within a
small distance of each other.  According to the obser-
virtions of the gentlemen vesiding at Huodsoo bay Getory,
they arrvive there about the heginning of June, stay a
week or two, and proceed farther north to breed, They
return to that settlement in the antumun, on their way

to the south,
In some parts of New England, T found the opinion
pretty general, that the snow bied, in summer, is trang.
formed into the small chipping sparcow, which we find

g0 common in that season. 1 had convineed a gentleman

of New York of his mistake in this matter, by taking
him to the honse of a Mr Gawtier, there, who amuses
himself by keeping a great number of native as well as
foreign birds.  This was in the month of July, and the
snow bird appeared there in the same eoloured plumage
he usnally lh.n.-c. Several individuals of the chipping
sparrow were also in the same apartment. The evidence
wis, theretore, irresistible; but, as [ had not the same
proofs to offer 1o the eye in New England, 1 bad not
the same suceess,

There must be something in the temperature of the
blood or constitution of L'!-Iiﬂ biral, which unfits it for
residing, during summer, in the lower parts of the
United States; as the country here abounds with a
great variety of food, of which, during its stay here, i
appears to be remarkably fond.  Or, perhaps, its habi
of associating in such nombers to breed, and building
its nest with so little precantion, may, to ensure its
gafety, require a solitary region, fur from the intruding
rﬂn‘iﬁll'}'l?i of man,

The snow bird is six inches long, and nine in extent ;
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tie hiead, neck, aud upper parts of the breast, body, and
wings, are of a deep slate colonr; the plumage some-
times skivted with brows, which is the colour of the
youur birds; the lower parts of the breast, the whole
belly amd vent, are pure white; the theee secondary
quill feathers mext the body, are edzed with brown, the
primaries with white; the tail is dusky slate, o little
torked, the two exterior feathers wholly white, which
are flivted out as it flics, aud appear then very promi-
nent; the Lill and less are of a reddish flesh colour;
the eye, bluish black, The female differs from the
male, in being considerably more brown.  In the depth
of winter, the slate colour of the male becomes more
deep, and much purer, the brown disappearing nearly

’Lﬂtngnther,

d 4 179 FRINGILEA PASEERING, WILSON.
VELLOW-WINGED STARROW,

WILRON, FLATE XXIV. TIG, V.

Tuts small specics is now for the first time intro-
dueed o the notice of the publie. I can, however, say
little towards illustrativg s history, which, like that
of many individuals of the human race, would be but
a dull tﬁ:tnil of humble obscurity. Tt inhabits the lower
parts of New York and Pennsylvania; is very numerous
on Staten Island, where T first observed ity and oceurs
also along the sea const of New Joersey.  Dut, though
it breeds in cach of these 11||'|1.'1:.-=, it does not remain in
any of them during the winter. It has a short, weak,
interrupted chiveup, which it occasionally uiters from

_—‘HIE fences and tops of low boshes.  Its nest s fixed
on the ground among the grass; is formed of loose dry
grass, and lined with hair and fibrous roots of plants,
The exes are five, of a grayish white sprinkled with
brown. On the Ist of Augrust I found the female
sitting.

[ cannot say what extent of range this species has,
having never met with it in the southern States ; though
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1 have no doubt that it winters there, with many others
of its traibe It is the seavcest of all onr summer
sparrows,  Its food consists prineipally of grass sewils,
and the larvae of insects, which it is almest continnally
in search of among the loose sotl ol on the surfice,
consequently it is more useful 1o the finver thad other-
W, L
The length of this species is five inches, extent eight
inches; npper part of the head, Wackish, divided by a
glight line of white; hind head and neck alivve, mrarfced
with short lateral tonches of Llick and white; o line
of yellow extends from above the eve to the nostril;
cheeks, plain brownish white; back, streaked with
bliek, brown, and pale ash; shoulders of the wings,
above and below, and lesser coverts, olive yellow;
reater wing-coverts, black, edeed with pale ash;
primaries, lizht drab; tail, the saue, the feathers rath
pointed at the ends, the outer ones white ; breast, plain
pellowish white, or pale ochre, which distingoishes
it from the Savannah sparrow ; Lelly and vent, white;
three or four slight touches of dusky at the sides of the
breast 3 legs, lesh colour; Bill, dusky above, pale binish
white Lelow. The male amd I'i:luu:‘lu are nearly alike
in eolour,

1T PRINGIELA CADDACUTA; WILSON,
EHANT-TAILER SPA R EHW.
WiLsON, PLATE XXXIV. Fro, ne’

A mnp of this denomination is described by 'l:ur!ntl,
Syst, p. 5623 but which by no means agrees with the
present.  This, however, may be the fault of the des-
eribier, as it is said to be a bird of Georgia; unwilling,
therefore, to multiply names unnecessarily, 1 have
:]i].ulm*I] this appellation. : : B

This new (as Lapprehend it) and beautiful species is
an associate of the sea-side finel, inhabits the sane places,
lives on the same food, and resembles it se much in
manners, that, but fer their dissimilarity in some
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essential ]mrﬁr“]:l.l'.d, 1 would he :Ii,.pngml to consider

them as the same inoa different state of plomaoe, 'l'hl*}"

are much less numerons than the preceding, and do not
v run with equal celerity.

The sharp-tailed finch is five inehes and a quarter
long, amd seven inehes and a quarter in extent ; bill,
dusky ; auricalurs, ash ; from the bill over the cye, amd
alzo helow it, run two broad stripes of browsish orange ;
chin, whitish; breast, pale buff, marked with small
pointed spots of Wlack; belly, white; veor, reddish
buff: from the baze of the upper mandible a broad
stripe of pale ash runs along the crown and hind head,
bordered on each side by one of Blackish brown ; back,
a yellowish brown olive, some of the feathers enviously

I};‘ﬂ"_’l"ﬂ with semicircles of white ; sidos uuder the wi

f, spotted with black ; wing-coverts and  tertials,
Wlack, broadly edzed with light veddish boff; tail,
euneilorm, short 3 all the feathers sharp pointed ; helly,
white; vent, dork buff; legs, a vellow clay colour;
irides, hinzel.

I examined manv of these hirds, and fonnd Lot lictle
difference in the eolour and markings of their plumage,

174, FAIXGIELA MARITIAA, WILS0N, —SEA-RIDE FI%¥CIHL.
WILSOX, PLATE IXXIT. FIQ, 1L

O this bird I can find no description. It inhalits
the low, rush-covered sea islands il.iiiﬂl_'.{ our Atlantic
eoast, where Lliest found it ; keeping almost continually
within the boundaries of tide water, except when lon
amdd violent east or ||11rl|:||::|.-tln"rlj.' storms=, with ]|igﬁ
tides, compel it to seek the shore. O these oceasions

—-—-‘lil eourses along the margin, and among the holes and
interstices of the weeds and sea-wrack, with o rapidity
ciqualled only by the nimblest of owr sandpipers, an
very much in their manner. At these times also it
rooste on the ground, and runs about after duslk.

This species derives its whole snbsistence from the
sea. | exomined a great number of individuals by dis-
section, and found their stomachs universally filled with
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fragments of sheimps, minnte shell fsh, and broken
limbs of smull sea crabs,  Its fAesh, also, as was to be
expected, tasted of fish, or was what is vsually termed
sedey.  Amidst the recesses of these wot soa marshes,
it seels the rankest growth of grass and sen weed, and
climlis along the stalks of the rushes with as much
dexterity as it runs along the ground, which is rather

i -“il-'t"g"ll]q'l-r L'i1't."|=l|-|1ﬁ1‘illil‘l‘,, most of our climbers lll"i.ll;{
rather awlkward ot ranninge,

The sea-side finch is six inches and a quarter leng,
and eight and a quarter in extent; ehin, pure white,
bordered on each side by a stripe of dack ash, proceeding
from each base of the lower moandille; above that is
another slight streak of white ; from the nostril over
the eye extends another stecak, which immediately nw-rl{

the lores iz rich vellow, bordered above with white,
amil ending in vellow olive; crown, brownish olive,
divided laterally by o stripe of slite Llue, or fine licht
ash ; breast, ash, ktreaked with boif; helly, white ;
vent, buft’ colonred, and streaked with Black ; upper
parts of the back, wings, and tail, a yellowish brown
olive, intermixed with verv pale bloe; greater and
lesser coverts, tipt with dall white 3 edoe of the bend
of the wing, l'il‘rl- vellow ; primaries edged with the
same immedintely below their coverts ; tail, cuneilorm,
olive brown, centred with bBlack ;3 Bill, dusky alove,
pale blue below, lonser than s wsual with finches 3
s andd feet, o pale bluish white ; irides, hazel, Male
and female nearly alike in colour,

SUBMGEXUS [l — CARDUELIS, BRISSON,
170 FRINGILLA TRISTIS LINNALES AND WILSON.

YELLOW NRD, OR QOLDFINCIL ¥

WILSON, FLATE 1, FIG. IL — ABULT MALE,

IN BPRING DRSS,
EIMSBURGH COLLTGE MUSEUL,
Turs bird is fonr inehes and a Bhalf in length, and

eight inches in extent, of & rich lemon yellow, fading
into white towards the rump and vent, The wings
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and tail are Llaclk, the former tipt and edeed with white,
the iaterior webs of the Intter are also white 3 the fore
part of the head is blacl, the bill and legs of a redidish
o cinnamon colour, This is the summer dress of the
*]‘Imlu; Lut in the month of September the yollow
A rradually changes to o brown olive, and the male and
female are then nearly alike. They build a very neat
and delicately formed little nest, which they fusten to
the twizs of an apple tree, or to the strongr branching
stalles of hewp, covering it on the ontside with pieces
of lichen, which they find on the irecs and fences;
these they slue together with their saliva, and after-
wards line the inside with the sofiest downy sulsfances
they can procure.  The female lays live white emrs,
¢ faiutly marked at the greater end ; and they generally
}k s two broods in g season.  The males do wot arcive
at their perfeet plumage until the succeeding spring ;
wanting, during that time, the blaclk on the head, and
the white on the wings being of @ eream colour,  In
the month of April they begin to change their winter
dress, and, before the middle of May, appear in brilliant
yellow : the whole plumsage towards its roots is of a
dusley Dluish Black,

The song of the yellow Lied resembles that of the
goldfinel of Dritain; but is in meneral so weak as to
appear Lo procecd from a considerabile distance, when
perhaps the bind i3 perelhied on the tree over your head,
I have, however, heard some sing in eazes with great
enerey and animation,  On their fivst o
svl

vitl in Penn-

ylvania, in Febrnary, and until early in April, they

associate in flocks, frequently assembling o great
numbers on the sue tree o b il dress themselves

, in the morning sun, singing in concert for half an hour
together; the confused mingling of their notes forming
n Eiml of harmony not at all IIII|-|1'1N||'|I.

Alout the last of November, sl sometimes sooner,
they generally leave Pennsylvania, and proceed to the
gonth ; some, however, are seen even in the midst of
the severest winters. Their flight is not direct, but
in alternate risings and sinkings; twittering as they fly,
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at each successive impulse of the wings, Dring the
Latter frirt of summer they are almost constant visituts
in our gardens, in search of seeds, which they dislodee
fram the lhosk with great wldvess, while I aringr,
frequently head downwards, in the manner af the tit-
manst, From these circumstanees, as well as from
their coloor, they are very generally known, s [Hibss
by virious names expressive of their foed, colone, &,
sich as thisile Lird, lettuce bivd, salad DLird, yellow
bird, & The garcdeners, whao supply the reity of
P||E].|.I]|~|j'|'||'l:| with vegetaliles, often tuke them in trin]i=
eages, aml expose them for sale in maror, They nre
ensily familiarized to confinement, awd foed with SeeIing
iudiffercnce a few honrs after being taken,

The great resemblanee which the vellow bird hears
to the canary has made many persons attempt to pair
individuals of the two speeies together.  An insenions
Fronch meatleman, who residos i Pottxrrove, Poun-
sylvanin, assored me, that he had teied the male vellow
bird with the female canary, and the female yellow bird
with the wale cmary, but withiout effeet, though he
kept them for several years toaother, al sapplied them
with proper materinds for buildine,  Mr H"“".’" il New
Yorl, however, whe Im--|n- agrreat nwmber of mtive
ns well ax foreien binds, iformied mi, that a vellow
bird paived with a canary in his possession, and Laid
egzs, but did wot hateh, which he attributed to the
lateness of the season,

Theze birds, as has boen before observed, (vol, i,
I 261, ) were seen by Alr ,'I.I~i{g-|.;;;j.-II in lits ronte serosy
the continent of North Ame i, 0% e vorth as lat,
54% 5 they are nwmerous in all the Atlantic Slates north
of the Carolinis ; abound in Mexico, and are alsg fonmd
in great numbers in the savannabs of Clantamm,

The seeds of the lettues, thistle, bemp, &e., are their
favonrite Ilili'liE.. and it is 1}|r'ﬁ:ii|||l to ob=erve o few of
them at work in o calm day, detaching the thistl lown,
in search of the seeds, ma g it y in clowds aronml
1hem.

The American goldfinch has been figured and des-
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eribed by Mr Cateshy,® who says that the back part of
the head is a dirty green, & This deseription must
fave heen tiken while the bird was changing its plumage,
Al the approach of fall, not only the vich yellow fades
tor a brown olive ; but the st of Llick on the crown
O amld forehead becomes also of the same olive tint.  Mr
Edwarids has also erved in saying that the young male
bird has the spot of black on the ferchead; this it
does not receive until the sueeeeding spring.  The
Iigm'u in Edwards is considerably too large ; and that
by Catesby las the wings and tail muoeh longer than
in nature, and the body too slender,—very different
from the true form of the livine bird, Mr Pennant
also tells us, that the less of this species are Iilael ;
hey are, however, of a bright cinnamo eolour; but
/LFR‘ worthy paturalist, no donbt, deseribed them as he
found them in the deied and staffed skin, shrivelled ap
and blackened with deciy; and thus teo much of our
waturil history has been delineated,

176, FRINEILIA FINDS, WILSON,—TINE FINCIL.
WILSON, FLATE XVI1, FIG. I —I¥ WINTER PLUNAGE,

Twis little northern stranger visits us in the maonth
aof Kovemboer, and seeks the geeds of the black alder, on
the borders of swamps, crecks, and rivalets,  As the
weather lecomes more severe, amwd the seeds of the
ginns Canaidensis ore fully ripe, the selirds collect o
larger flocks, and take np their residence, plmost exclu-
sively, ameng these trees,  In the gardens of Hush
Hill, in the neighbonrhosd of Philadelphia, o fock of
two or three hundred of these binds bave regularly
wintered many years; where a noble avenne of pine
rees, amd walls covered with fine white gravel, furnish
them with almndanee threoush the winter. Farly in
March they disappear, cither to the north, or to the
pine woods that cover many lesser ranges of the Alle-
ghany, While here, they are often so tame as to allow

* Nat, fTist. Car. vol. iy, p. 43
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you to walk within a few yards of the spot wlhers a
whole ock of them are sitting.  They flutter among
the branches, ih"llll!‘flll}' hanging by the cones, and
uttering a note almost exactl 1

lilee that of the goldineh,
(I teistis) 1 have not a doubt but this bird u|rp:l:u£\

in a richer dress in summer in those places where b
breeds, as he has so very great a resculblance to the
bird above mentioned, with whose changes we are well
aciuainted. '

The length of this species is four inches; breadth,
eight inches; upper part of the bead, the neck, and
back, n dark flaxen colour, strealied with black ; winus,
bliek, marked with two rows of dull w hite, or cream
colour; whole winge quills, under the coverts, rich
yellow, appearing even when the wings are shut ; rllllrl‘i

awd tail-coverts, yellowish, streaked with Jurk brow
tail feathers, rich vellow from the roots Lalf way to
the tips, except the two middle ones, which are Waclish
Lrown, slighily edged with vellow ; sides under the
wings, of a eream celonr, with long streaks of black 3
breast, a lizht flaxen colour, with small streaks or
pointed spots of black ; legs, pueplish brown; Lill, a
dull horn colowr ; eyes, hazel, ]rhl: femnle was scarcely
diﬂill_‘_{llihil.'ll.l-ll.' 1|1I.‘ it I|||:||,|.|_:|;:il Teom the male,. The Now
York siskin of Pennant,* appears to be only the yellow
bivd { frimgilffa teistis) in lis winter dreess,

Thas bird las o <till greater resemblenes to the siskin
of Buwrope, (F. spinns, ) and may, perhups, be the species
deseribed by Turton, 4 as the black Mexicin siskin,
which he says is varied above with lack and vellowish,
awil iz white beneath, and which iz also =xid to sing
finely. This change from flaxen to vellow is observable
in the zoldineh ; and no other two birds of our connt
resemble ench other more than these do in their winte
dresses,

= Arctie z:m\fr!;ry, P 372, No. 243,
1 Twnzos, vol. §, p. 560,

P
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177, FRINGIELA LINARLA, LINN. AND WILS. — LESERL AFH=TOLL.
WILSON, PLATE XXX FIG IV, MALE —EDINIUNUN COLLEGE MUSEM,

Tuis Lird corvesponds so exactly in size, firure, and
#eolour of plumage, with that of Europe of the same
name, as to place their identity beyond a doult. They
inhabit, doring summer, the most northern parts of
Cannda, and still more remote northern countries, from
whenee they migrate at the commencement of winter,
They appear in the Gennesee country with the first
deep snow, and on that account ave wsually ealled by
the title of snow birds.  As the female is destitute of
the crimson on the breast and forebead, sl tie young
Lirds do not receive that ornament 1ill the sueceeding
hr]u_r:, such q small proportion of the individuals that
£ form: these flocks are marked with red, os to induee o
| general belief among the inhabitants of these parts that
.. they are two different kinds nssociated togethier, Flocks
of these birds have been occasionally seen in severs
winters in the neighbourhood of Philadelplin,  They
seem particularly fond of the secds of the common alder,
and hang, head downwanls, while feeding, in the man-
ner of the yellow bird. They seem extremely unsns-
picious at such times, and will allow a very wear
approach without hetraying any symptoms of alarm.
The specimen from which this deseviption was taloen,
was shot, with several others of both sexes, in Seneca
county, between the Bencea and Cayogn lakes,  Some
individuals were occasionally heard to clant a few
interrupted notes, but no satisfctory aceount ean be
given of their powers of song,
This species extends throughout the whole northern
‘t]mrlx of Eurvepe, i3 likewise found in the remote wilds
of Hussin, was seen by Steller in Kamtschatka, and
probably inhabits corresponding climates ronnd  the
whole hialitalile parts of the northern hemisphere,  In
the Highlands of Seotland they are commen, building
often on the tops of the heath, sometimes in a low
furze bush, like the common linnet, and semetimes on
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the ground. The nest is formed of light stalles of dried
grass, intermixed with tufts of wool, and warmly lined
with Ffeathe The erss are wsually  four, white,

sprinkled with specks of reddish,
[* Contrary to the usnal practice of Me Wifmn“
he omitted to furnish n particular deseription of this
species.  But this supplementary notice wonld not
have beon considered neeess ry, iF our anthor had
not fallen inte 4 mistake respecting the markines of the
female and the vouns male; the former of which he
deseribes is * destitute of the erimson on the foreliemd,”
and the latter ©pot receiving that ornament till the
sncceeding spring.”  When Mr Wilson procured his
specimens, it was in the antumn, previously to th
receivine their perfect winter dress 3 and De was ne |
afterwards aware of his error, owine to the ciremmsta ua(
of these Lirdz seldom appearing in the neishbourlood
of Philadelphia. Considerable flocks of them, however,
have visited us this winter (1813-14;) and we have
been enabled to procurve several live specimens of hoth
sexes, from the most perfect of n'l;]q:fn we have taken
the fullowing description,  We will whd, that lavioe
hed the good fortune to observe a flock, cousisting of
nearly an hundred, within o fow foet of them, as they
were busily enrared 1 pickinge the zeeds of the wilid
orache, 4 we can, with confidence, assert, that they alf

Tiad the red patch on the crown, but there were very
Few which had the red rurp sl breast 3 the youne
miles, it js probable, are not thus wmaked until the
spring, anil the females are destitute of thet ornament
ﬂl[ru{ sther,

The lesser ved-poll is five inchez and o quarter in
Lanzth, il cight inches and a half in breadth 3 the bill r -
is pale yellow, ridged above and below with dark horn
culluur, the upper mandible projecting somewhat over

¥ From this to the end of the article, enclasel witlin brackets,
i ap ablition to Wilsan's article Iy Mr O, editor of the Gth
aad Dih voluemes of the Ameriean edition of the Ornitholiy.

t tripler hastata, Linn,

e Sl SAs - — )
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the lower at the tip; irides, dark liazel ; the nostrils are
covercd with recumbent, hairdike feathers, of dral
colour ; a line of brown extends from the eyes, and
wencircles the base of the bill, forming, in some spoci-
0=, 3L pale In Lelow the chiin 5 the crown is ornamented
avith apretty lavge spot of deep shining erimson ; the
threoat, breast, and LT stained with the same, bt of
a more delicate red; the belly is of a very pule ash, or
dull white: the sides are streaked with du=ky, the
' w haode: upper jurts are brown or dusky, the ||]Em| i
edged with yellowish white and pale
most predominant near the rump ; wings and tail rlu.x].;].‘ .
the Batter i= forloed, mul eonsists of twelve feathers edied
with white; the primaries are very slightly tipt and
edred with white ; the secondaries more =o; the sreater
,hu lesser coverts are also tipt with white; Terming
tie bars neross the wing=; thighs, cinercons ; less amd
feet, hlack @ hind claw, considerably hooloed, and longer
than the rest,  The female is less bright in herplumage
] above ; mud her under parts incline more to an ash
colour; the spot on her crown is of a gelden S0,
or reddish sallvon colour. One male specimen was con-
siderably larger than the rest; it measured five inches
and three gquarters in length, and nine inches amel a
quarier in extent 3 the breast and romp were tawny ;
its claws wers uneommonly long, the hind one mea-
sured nearly three eighths of an inch ; and the spot on
the crown was of o darker hue than that of the rest,
The call of this bird exactly resembles that of the
Sringitla tristis, or common yellow bird of Pennsyl-
vania. The ved-polls linger m the neighlourhood of
Philadelphia watil about the middle of April; bat
whither they refive for the hosiness of inenbation, we
1-—;.||;|1m; dotermine.  In common with almost all our
finches, the red-polls become very fat, amd are then
acconnted delicions eativg,  Durng the last winter,
many hundreds of them were exposed to sale in the
Pllilfmiel]uhin market, and were n:-:ulil:_l,.' |nu:c1m.laml Ls
those epicures, whose love of variety permits no deli-
cacy to escape them.]

a=h, the latter
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SUNGEXNUS 1Il.— FRINGIELA; YIEILL.

178, FRINGILLA TELAEH, MUREM,
FRINGI.EA REPA [ PERRUGINEL ), WILSOK. &
FOX-COLOUKED STARILOW,

WILSGN, PLATE XX11. FI. IV, —=EIXBUNGI COLLEGE SUREUM,

Tuts plump and pretty species arrives in Pennsyl-
vania from the porth about the 20th of Octoler; I'l:fc.
quents low, sheltered thickets ; associates in little flocks
of ten or twelve ; and is almost comtinually seraping the
grovud, amd rustling amon the fallen leaves, 1 found
this bird mumerous in November among the rich culti
vated flats that border the river Connecticut ; and \ﬂl
informed that it leaves those places in spring. | also
found it in the nerthern parts of the State of Vermont,
Along the borders of the great reed and eypress swamps
of Virginia, and North and South Caroling, as well ag
around the rice plantations, I observed this hird ver
frequently.  They also inhabit Newfoundland.® They
are rather of a solitary vature, seldom feeding in the
open ficlds, but generally under thickets, or among tall
rank weeds on the edges of fields. They sometimes
associate with the snow bird, but more generally keep
by themselves,  Their manners very mueh resemble
those of the red-eyed, or towhe bunting; they are
silent, tame, and unsuspicions. They have generally
no other note while heve than a shep, shep ¢ yet 1 sus-

et they have some song in the places where the

reed ; for T onee heard o single one, a little before the
time they leave us, warble out a few very sweet loy -
notes, ?—

The fox-coloured sparrow is six inches long, and

nine and a quarter broad ; the upper part of the head
and neck is cinereous, edred with st colour ; back,
bandsomely mottled with reddish brown, and cinercons ;

* PExxasT.
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wings and tail, bright ferruginous ; the primaries, dusky
within and at the tips, the first and second row of
coverts, tipt with white; breast and belly, white ; the
Jormer, as well as the ear feathers, marked with large

dotches of right bav, or reddish Lrown, and the

srinning of the belly with litle arrow=shaped spots of
Llack ; the tail-coverts and tail are a Lriglit fox colour;
the legs and feet, a dirty brownish white, or clay voleur,
and very strong; the bill is strong, dusky above and
}"f‘“ﬂ“‘ |u"|u'n'; iris of 1he ey, hazel, The chief differ-
ence in the female 15, that the w in-r:_r. are not of o0 ]_lriurr]ﬂ
a bay, inclining more to a drab; yet this is searecly
observable, unless by a comparison of the two tozether,
They are generally very fat, live on grass seeds, cggs

/Lfiﬂsecrs, and gravel,
170, FRINGILEA ERYTHROPHTHALINA, LINY A0S,

EMNPERIZA ERYTHROPNTHALN Ay WILSON, = TOWHE BUXTING.
WILSODN, PLATE X. VId, V.

Tris is o very common, bot humble and inoffensive
gpecies, frequenting close sheltered ihickets, where it
spends most of its time in scratehing up the leaves for
warms, and for the larvie and egps of insects. 1t s far
from being shy, frequently sutfering a person to walk
round the bush or thicket where it is at work, without
betraying any marks of alavm, and when disturbed,
uttering the neles fow-dé repentedly. At times the
male mounts to the top of a small tree, and ehants his

: few simple notes for an hour at a time. These are loud,
] not |.tu1nlts'u'u|,,wr.lnu*l]liijg:'nﬁe:!ih]iugllmsp ol the yellow-
i hammer of Britain, but more mellow, amd more varied.
"% is fond of thickets with a southern OXpUsUrE, Hear
streams of water, and where there is plenty of dry
leaves ; and is found, generally, over the whele United
States. He is not gremarions, and you seldom see more
than two together, About the middle or 20th of April,
they arrive in Peansylvania, and begin building about
the first week in May. The nest is fixed on the ground
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among the dey leaves, near, and somebimes under, a
thicket of briers, amd is laree and substantial.  The
outside is formed of leaves and picees ol grape-vine
bark, and the inside, of Goe stalks of deied grass, the
I!.J.'I.'iT!." |.'ﬂl||.]1]vl|.'|}" sunk beneath the surfiwe of the
ground, and sometimes hallf coveesd above with Jdr
grags or hay,  The eres ave usually five, of a pale Qesh
colonr, thickly warked with specks of rufous, most
ntmieronus near the great end,

Thie younz are produced about the beginning of June,
and a second brood eommonly sueeceds in the same
seson,  This bivd rarely winters north of the State of
Maryland, retiving from Pennsylvania 1o the south
abiont the 12th of October,  Yet in the wididle districts
ol .'I.ril‘;:ili'i.'l., and thenee south to Florida, 1 Gl it
abundant during the months of Janwary, Felmary, and
Mareh., Its nsual food is ebtained by seeatehing up th
leaves: it also feeds, like the rest of 1ts treile, on various
hard seeds ad gravel ; but rarely commits any depres
dations on the harvest of the hosbandman, menerally
prefecring the woods, and traversing the bottom of
fences sheltered with briess,  He s peverally very
plump and fat; awd, when econdined in o case, soon
becomes fmiliar,  Tn Vieginia, he i callod the bulling 3
in many places, the towhe bivd ; in Pennsylvania, the
ehowink, and by others, the swamp robin.* He contri-
butes a little to the harmony of our womls in spring
and summer ; and is remarkalle for the conning with
which he conceals his nest, e shews great allection
for bis voume, sl the decpest ks of distress on the
appearance of their mortal enemy the black snake.

The specilic name which Linnaus s bestowed on
thisz Lird, is deduced from the colonre of the iris of its
eye, which, in those that visit Pennsylvania, is llili‘?"
reid, Bt Lam suspicious that this eolonr is not pef
mament, but subject to a periedical change, 1 examined
a great number of these birds in the month of March,
in Georgia, every one of which had the iris of the eyo
white, Mr Alibot of Savannah assured me, that at this
season, every ono of lhuwnl.lin]s he shot had the iris
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white, while at other times it was red ; and Mr Elliot,
of Beanfort, a judicious nataralist, informed e, that in
the mouth of February hie killed a towhe bunting with
one oye red amd the other white ! 1t shonlid be abserved,
that the iris of the young bird's eve is of o chocolate
eolour durimg its residence in Penusylvanio perliaps
this may Lrighten into a white doring winter, anl these
may have all bieds of the preceding year, which
had mot yet received the full colour of the eye,

The towhe busting is cighl inches and a half Tong,
and eleven Lroad; above, black, which also deseends,
rounding on the breast, the sides of which are bright
bay, spreadiog along under the wings; the belly is
white, the vent, pale rufous; a spot of white marks the

/-Lmn;:ju.»t below the eoverts, and another a little below

that extends obliquely across the primaries; the tail js
wiler, nearly even at the end i the three exterior feathers
white for an inch or so from the tips, the outer one,
wholly white, the middle anes, black ; the bill is blacl ;
the lexs and fect, a dicty flesh colour, and strong, for
seratching up the gronnd.  The female differs in be
of o lizht T(‘I'Eﬂ'tssh brown in those parts where the male
is black, and in having the bill more of a light horn
color,

SUBGEENUS IV, — COCCOTNRADSTES, DILISS0N,

180, FRINGILLA CARDINALLS, BOXAFALTI.
LOXTA CARDINALLS, WILSON, —CARIMSAL GROSIEAR,

WILSON, PLATE 0L, Figh I MALE — FRG. 10, FEMALE,
EDINBUNGIE COLLEGLE MUSEUM.

Tuis is one of our most common eage birds; and is

ey generally known, not only in North America, but
even in Europe, numbers of them Laving been carvied
over both to France and England, in which last country
they are nsually called Virginia nightingales, To this
name, Dr Latham observes, * they are fully entitled,”
from the elearness and variety of their notes, which,
both in a wild and domestic stite, are very various and

Vi, 1. 5
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musical ; many of them resemble the hizh notes of a
fife, and are nearly s lond,  They are in song (rom -
March to September, beginning ot the first appearauce
of dawn, and repeating a lavonrite stanza, or pussnee

L]
twenty or thirly times suecessively § sometinwes, “'ith&

little iutermission, for a whele merning together, which,
like i erood story oo often |'|,']'|I':..|.I|.'¢|1 Becomes at length
tiresome anid i“silplul. But the .‘-|H"igh||:l.' liznre, st
g:md].' plumige, of the red bied, his l.i1.'iuril:3.'1 strength
of voice, and actual varicty of note, aud the litle
EX [ nEe with which he 15 I.;n_-]]r, will always malie Tiinm
a favourite,

This species, like the mocking bird, is more numerons
to the eust of the sreat vange of the Alleghany moun-
taing, and inhabits from New England to Carthage
Blichaux the younger, son to the celebrated hnl:mihi
informed me, that he found this bird numerons in the
Bermudas.  In Pennsylvania and the Xorthern States
it i= rather a scaree species; bul thronzh the whele
lower parts of the Sonthern States, ion the neirhibourhood :
of settlements, 1 found them el more nneraTs
their clear amd ]Ll.'rl.:.' noted, tn the wonths of J:llliliil'_ll'
and Febroary, hl-‘iil-!’,. at that time, almost the m||:.' ML
of the season.  Along the roudsides and Fenees | fouml
them hovering in-balf dozens tegether, associated with
snow  birds, amd vorions kinds of sparrows, Iu the
Northern States, they are migratory ; but in the lower
prarts of Peansylvin, they resiide during the whole
year, frequenting the borders of creeks aml rivalets, in
sheltered hollows covered with holly, lorel, amld other
eversreens,  They love also to resiide in the vieinity of
fields of Liwdian corn, a cvain thiet constitutes their ehief
and Favonrite foorl.  The seeds of apples, cherries, awd |
of kY other sorts of fruit, ure :LLH entien 1]!.' theim
and they ave accused of destroying bees.

1o the months of Mareh and .-'1.1|!I'i|. ihe males have
many violent engazements for their fovonrite females,
Enrly in May, in Pennsylvania, they begin to prepare
their post, which is very often fixed in a holly, eed
or lourel busl,  Outwardly, it is constrncted of small
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twizs, tops of dry weeds, and slips of vine bark, and
lined with stalks of fine grass.  The female lays fone
egrgs, thickly marked all over with tonches of brownish
olive, on a “dull white ground ; and they usus lly raise
two hmo:l in the season.  These birds are r.m-l".' raised
from the nest for 1.1nll|||-1' Tii Mg so ,.-..‘;h taken in l,_-qp
CAEes, i soon L|lmuh-l11 ated. I_'»v ].ul:l'f confinement,
anil perbiaps wnnatural food, they are found to fade in
colour, becoming of pale w hitish red,  If well taken
care of, however, they will live to a considerable e,
There 15 at Jirescnt in Mr Peale's musewm, the stufled
skin of one of these birds, which is there said to have
lived 1 a0 age npwirds at twenty-one years,

The opinion which so -H:uomih' prevails in England,
that the music of the groves and woods of Ameriea is
fir inferior to that of I urope, I, who have o thonsand
times listened to both, cannot admit to be correct, W
canvot with fairness draw o comparison betwe the
depth of the forest in America, and the coltivated fields
of BEpeland ; becanse it is a well known fact, that
sinming |I|r41- seldom frequent the former inany COWntry,
But let the latter places e compared with the lilke
situations in the United States, and the su criority of
song, Tam Gally persuaded, would Justly Iullunlr to the
wostern continent.  The h-l.l. of our song I||r.;E1 1l
have 1.-|~=.m-cl Lurape extort admiration from the best
Judmes,  “ The notes of the cardinal eroshenls,” says
..tﬂmm, & are almosg |."1|I,|.|] to those of T|:H,l niishitingm P

et these notes, clear aod excellent as ”Il‘\' are, are
far inferior to those of the waod thrush ; 1||||;|_ even to
those of the brown theusl, or theasher. Our inimitalte
(TR B\.Il'l‘r bird ix also .li'!\lil!'ﬁ I_\Hiqu'-:l by themselves, to

" e rnih eipual to the song of th ||.:|--E|1|i|h.1|:ir * i ils
N whole e

i pasa” et these are not one-tenth of the
number of our singing birds, Could these people be
lrrlll-ﬁ|||rrtl1n:l i this hun[m < of onr woods and setlements,
in the month of My ay, about hall an hour before suurise,
such a ravishing concert would grect their ear as 1!1:-\'
bave no coneeption of,

The males of the cardinal grosheak, when confined
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together in a cage, fight vielently. On_ placing a
lookinr-glass before the cage, the gesticulations of the
temant are truly lnushable; vet with this he soon
becomes so well pegquainted, that, in a short time, he
takes no wotice whatever of it; a pretty good proof
that e Las discovered the true canse of the appearance
to proceed [rom himself.  They are Lardy Lirds, casily
kept, sing six or eight months in the year, amd are most
lively in wet weather,  They are generally known by
the names, red-bivd, Vieginia red-bicd, Virginia night-
inzale, and erested red-bird, to distinguish them from
another beautiful species, the red tanager,

I dor not kuow it any suecessful attempts have been
made to induce these birds to pairand breed in confine-
ment; but 1 have no doubt of its practicability, by
proper management,  Some months ara, 1 placed a
young unfledzed cow bird {the fringitla pecoris of
Turton,) whose mother, like the enckoo of Europe,
abandons ler eses and progeny to the merey and
management of other smaller birds, in the same cage
with o red-bird, which fed and vearcd it with great
tenderness.  They both continue to inhabit the same
agre, and 1 have hopes that the ped-lird will finish his
pupil's edueation, by teaching lim his song.

i mnst here again remark, for the information of
forcianers, that the story told by Le Page du Pratz, in
his History of Louistana, and which has been so often
repeated by other writers, that the cardinal wroshieak
 collecis togeiher great hoards of maize and k-
wheat, often as much as a bushel, which it urll'l.tllf'
cavers with lewves and small twiss, leaving only o small
hole for entrance into the magazine,” is entirely fbu-
lous.

This species is eight inches long, and eleven in
extent ; the whole upper parts are a dull dusky red,
except the sides of the neck and lead, which, as well
s the whole lower parts, are bright vermilion ; chin,
front, and lores, black 3 the head is ornamentedd with a
high, pointed crest, which it frequently erects in an
almost perpendicular position; and can also flatten at

i
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pleasure, so as to be secarcely perceptible; the tail
extends three inches beyoud the wings, and is nearly
even at the cend ; the bill iz of a breilliant covalling
colour, very thick aml powertul for breaking havd grain
and seeds ; the leas and feet, a light clay colonr (not
Mood red, as Buffon deseribes l||un1); iris of the eye,
dork hugel,  The female 15 less than the male, hins the
'I.t|rEI|:r parts of a brawnish olive, or dral colour, the
tail, wings, aml tip of the crest excepted, which are
nearly as red as those of the male ; the lores, froot, and
chin are light ash; breast, and lower parts, o reddish
drabi; bLill, lews, and eyes, as those of the male; the
erest is shorter, and less frequently raised,

Oae peculiarity in the female of this species is, that

v she often sings nemdy as well as the male. 1 do not

Jnew whether it be owing io seme little jealousy on
this score or not, that the male, when both oceupy the
same cage, very often destroys the female,

18], FRINGILED LUDOFICIANA, HON, = LOXES BOSEL, WILS,
RONE-BREASTED GROSIEAK,
WILSEN, PLATE X¥EL FIG 0L SMALE,

Tms elegant species s ravely fouwnd in the lower
parts of Pennsylvaniag in the State of New York, and
those of New Encland, it is more frequently observed,
particalarly in fall, when the beedes of the sour gum
are ripe, on the kernels of wiich it cozerly feeds, Some
of its trivial names would mport, that it is also an
inhabitant of Lowistana; but 1 liave not heard of its
beime seen in any of the Southern States. A gentleman
of Middleton, Connecticat, informed me, that be kept
one of these bivds for some considerable time in a eage,
and observed that it frequently sung at night, and all
night ; that its notes were extremely elear and mellow,
and the sweetest of any bird with which he is ae-
fuainted, ;

The bird from which the following deseription was
taken, was shot, late in April, on the borders of a
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swamyp, & few miles from Philadelphia,  Another male
of the same species was killed at the same time, einisi-
derably differeat in its morkings ; a pr of that they iy
not @ their full colours until at least the second
SPrinE o sunner,

The rose-lireasted I.Tr\l]'-lli‘illi is 4-i;;'|ll inelies andd u half
Tone, and thirteen inches in extent 3 the whole upper
parts are black, exeept the second row of wing-coverts,
which are broadly ript with white; a spot of the sime
extends over tho '|:|.rim:1|"1|':-, illlll.l.'i'lliilh"h' haelow thear
coverts: chin, neclk, amd upper part of the breast,
Wack ; lower part of the breass, midddle of the helly,
il Bimine of the wines, o fine light cormine, or rose
eolonr; tail, forked, black, the three extevior feathers,
on el side, white on their inner vanes for an inch or
more from the tips; bill, like those of its tribe, very
thivk and strong, and pure white ; legs awl feet, light
blue ; eves, haeel.  The young male of the first spring
has the plu poof the back variesated with light
brown, white and black 3 a line of white extends over
the eve; the rose eolour also reaches to the base of
the bill, where it is speckled with black aml white,
The female is of a light yellowish laxen colour, strealied
with dark olive, and whitish; the breast is strealked
with olive, pale Haxen, and white ; the lining of the
wings i pale yellow ; the Lill, more dusky than in the
male, and the white on the wing less,

182, FRINGILLA CLERULEd, DONAT, — LOXIA CERULEY, WiLs

BLULE CROMEEAK,

WILEON, FLATE XXIv. FIG, Vi

Tirs solitary and retired gpecies inhabits the warmes
parts of Awmerica, from Guians, and probably farther
goutl,® to Vieginin,  DMr Barteam also saw it doving a
summer's residence near Lancaster, Pennsylvania.  In
the United States, however, it is a scavee species ; and

* Lariast i po 116
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Laving but few notes, is more rarcly ohserved.  Their
most eommon note is a lood chuck ; ey have also ab
times o few low, sweet toned notes. They e Spmelines
Lept in eazes, i Caroling ; but seldom sing in conline-
ment.  The individual pepresented in the plate was a
very elemut specimen, in excellent order, thongh just
arrived feom Charleston, South Careline.  During ils
stay with me, 1 fod it on Dodian eorn, which it s
to prefer, casily breakine with its powerful Lill the
hardest srains,  They also feed on |Lu1|1l| weedd, millet,
and 1he kernels of several kinds of berries, They are
timid birds, watehful, silent, amil active, sl generally
neat in their plumage. Having never yet met with
their nest, 1 am unable at preseot to deseribe it

The blue grosbeak is six inelies longs, and ten inches
in extent ; lores and froutlet, black 3 whaole npper parts,
a rich ]uu.rpi'l."ll Blie, more dull on the ek, where it
5 streaked with dusky ; greater wing-coverts, blaclk,
edged at the tip with bay ; next SUPEFIOr FOW, wholly
chestint; rest of the wing, black, slirted with blue
tail, forked, black, slightly edwed with Lluish, nl
sometimes minutely tipt with white legs and feet,
lead colonr : bill, a dusky bluish horn colonr ; eye, large,
full, and Llack.

The female is of a dark drab colour, tinged with
Llae, and consideralily lizhtest below, [ suspect the
males are sulject to a chanze of colonr during winter,
The young, as usnal with many other species, do not
recoive the blue colour until the ensaing spring, and,
#ill then, very much resemble the female.

Latham malkes two varieties of this species ; the first,
wholly bine, exeept a black spot between the il aud
eye ; this bivd inhabits Brazil, and is zurved by Drisson,
Ornithelogy, i, 321, No. G, pl. 17, fig. 2. The other
is also menerally of a fine deep blue, except the auills,
tail, and legs, which are Wack ; this is Edwards"s © blue
grosheal, from  Augola,” pl. 12353 which Dr Latham
suspects to hawe been bronght from seme of the Drazi-
lian settlenents, and cousiders Loth as mere varieties of
the first, 1 am sorry I cannot clear up this matter,
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Tiis is a winter bird of Prssame, coming (o us in
large Hocks from the north, in Septeniber g Chetobior §
great  nombwers remaining  with us in I‘.rrulsyl-.'ul.l.i.'l.
during the whale winter, foeeding on the speds of the
poplar, buttom-wiond, _i1J||i|u-r, ceidar, and on those of
many rank weeds that fowrish rich bottoms, and
along the marein of creeks,  When the season iz very
severe, they proceed to (he south, as e at least as

Georgin, riturninge nortl early in April, They now

frequent the ol trees, fecding on the slemiler Lt
sweet coveringe of the flowers; mud as so0n as the
eherries put out their blossonis, feed almost exclusivel

on the staming of fhe flowers ; alterwards the a lei:
blossoms are attacked in the same manner; and 1eir
depredations an these continne 1ill they disappear,
which is usually about 1he 10th or middle of May., I
bhave boen told, that they sometimes breed in the
uorthern parls of New York State, but have never met
with their nests, About the widdls of Beptember, [
found these Livds numergne on Lo Island, and romnd
Newark in Noyw Jersey, They fly at o consideralile
beight in the air, and their note is a single chink, like
that of the viee Lird, They possess great bolduess and
spirit, and, when canght, bije vielently, and hang liy
the ball from your lani, .ﬂrikiug with rreat J"ur_ : but
they are soon revonciled to eonlinement, and in i day
or two are quite at home, | have kept a pair of these
birds npwards of nine months to ohserve their MANers,
One was izt i g trap, the other wos winzed with
the mun;: otk are new as familine as ir brought up
from the nest by the hand, and seem 1o prefer hemp
seed and cherry blossoms to all other Limds of .F'uu{[‘
Both male ang female, thongh not crested, are almost

e
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eonstantly in the habit of erecting the feathers of the
erown ; they appear to be of a tyrannical and domi-
neering disposition, for they vearly killed an indizo

laced with them, driving them into o corner of the
eame, standing on them, awl tearing out theie feathers,
siriling themw on the liead, munching their wings, &e.
till I was olliged to interfere; and, even if called to,
the aggressor wonld only tarn up a malicious eve to
me for o moment, and renew his outraze as before,
They are a hardy vicorous bind.  In the month of
October, alont the time of their fivst arcival, 1 shot a
male, rich in plomagre; and plump in flesh, bot which
cwanted one leg, that bad been taken oft a little above
sthe knee; the wound had healed so completely, and

as covered with so thicl a skin, that it seemed ns
though it had been so for years.  Whether this muti-
lation was oveasioned by a shot, or in party quarrels of
its own, [ could not determine ; Lat one invalid seemed
to have wsed Lis stomp cither in hopping or resting, for
it had all the appearance of having been bronght in
frequent contact with other bodies harder than itsell

This bird is a striking example of the troth of what
1 have frequently repeated in this work, that in many
instances the same bird has been more than once de-
seribed by the same person as a different species ;. for
it is a fact which time will establish, that the erimson-
headed fuch of Penoant and Latham, the purple finch
of the same and other natoralists, the hewp bied of
Bartram, and the fringiffe rosea of Palles, are one
and the same, viz, the ]uu'lrle finch, the sulbject of the
present article,

The ]1|trpl1- finch is six inches in Icngth, and mine in

xtent; head, neck, back, breast, ramp, aod tailcoverts,
dark erimson, deepest on the head and elin, and lightest
on the lower pact of the breast; the back s strealed
with dosky ; the wings and tail are also dusky black,
edred with reddish ; the latter a good deal forked ; round
the base of the Wll, the recumbent feathers are of a
light clay or cream colour; belly and vent, white;

: bied, and two or three others, that were occasionally
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sides wnder the wings, streaked with dull reddish;
legs, o dirty purplish flesh colour; bill, short, strong,
conical, nnd of @ dusky horn colour; iris, dark hazel;
the featliers covering the ears are more dusky vl than
the other parts of the head., This is the male whe

arrived at his full eolours.  The Geamnale is vearly of thi
samie size, of a brown olive or Maxen eolonr, streaked
with dusky black ; the head, seped with Lateral lines
of whitish ; above snd below the hind part of the ear
feathiers, are two streaks of white; the breast is whitish,
streaked with a light fax colonr; tail and wings, as in
the male, only both edged with doll brown, instend of
red 3 belly and vent, white,  This is also the colour of
the young during the first, aml to at least the eond of
the second season, when the males Lesin to hecome)
lighter vellowish, which gradually brighiens to crimsor

the female always retaing nearly the same appearanee
The young male bird of the first year may be distiy
guished Irom the female by the tail of the former being
edeed with olive green, that of the latter with brown,

t is matter of doubt with me whether this species
ought ot to be elassed with the loxias the great thick-
ness of the bill, and similarity that prevails hetween
this and the !ﬁm_* gru;l:u_-iﬂy' almaost induced we to =lﬂ0[lﬂ
it into that elass,  But respect for other authorities has
prevented me from making this alteration.

When these birds are taken in their crimson dress,
and kept in a cage till they moult their feathers, they
uniformly change to their present :||r||l':|r‘=lllll:t", sl
sometimes never after receive their red colonr.  They
are alsa subject, it well fed, to beeome so Gt as literally
to dio of corpulency, of which 1 have seen several in-
stances; being ot these times subject to somethin
resembling apoplexy, from which they sometimes r
cover in o few minutes, but oftener expire in the same
space of time, :

The female iz entirely without red, and dilfers from
the present only in having less yellow about her,

These birds regularly artive from the north, where
they breed, in September, and visit us from the seuth
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ngin enrly in April, feediog on the cherry blossoms as
S0 g1 |:I.|':|.' iprear.

This bind measures six inches anld a quarter in Tengrth,
wd ten dnehes in extent s the bill was horn eoloured §

per parts of the plumagze, brown olive, strongly
tinged with vellow, particularly on the romp, where it
was brownish vellow ;3 from above the eye, backwards,
passed o streal of white, and another wore ircegular
one from the lower mandible ; leathers of the crown,
narrow, rather lone, and l_':rlu-r.lu:l." erected, bt not so
s 1o form aoeres=t ; ||r|:\1J'IJ.< and base of the il“L !'Fi\"'l'l"d
with reflected brownish liairs ; eve, dark haeel ; wings
amal tail, dark blackish brown, edeed with olive; first
o and seeond row of coverts, tipt with pale yellow ; chin,
aphite; breast, pale cream, marked with pointed spots
ok'llﬂ'p olive brown; belly and vent, white; L';:P,
Lrows This Livd, with soveral others marked ]11'.'“"}’
in the same manner, was shot, April 25, while engaged
in catine the buds from the beech tree,

=

[ GENUS XXXIV.=PYRRIULA, Brissox,
184, PrORECES ENUCEEATORN, TEM.— LOXTA ENVCLEATOR, WILS.
FINE GROSREAK.

WILSON, PLATE ¥, P16, 1. YOUNG MALR, = ERINUL NG COLLEGE MUSEUM,

Tiis is perhaps one of the gayest land birds that
frequent the inhospitable regions of the north, from
whence they are driven, as if with reluctance, llg’ ihe
rizours of winter, to visit Canada and some of the
nortliern and middle States; returning to Huodson's

e -ﬁny g0 carly ns April,  The specimen from which our
I description was taken was shot on a cedar tree, o few
miles to the north of Philadelphia, in the menth of
December. A few davs afterwards, another bivd of the
game species was Killed not far from Gray's Ferry, four
I miles sonth from Philadelphia, which proved to be a
female, In this part of the State of Penusylvania,
they are rare bivds, and seldom scen.  As they do not,
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to my knowledse, lreed in any prart of this State, 1T am
unalie, from prersonal observation, to speak of their
manners or wisical talents, Me Pennant says the
sing om their fivst arvival in the country ronmd H:I.I.IE'
son's Lay, but soon become silent ; make their hest
trees, at o smiall heisht feom the eronnd, with sticks,
add lipe it with feathers,  The female lays four white
erms, which are hatehed in June, Forster olzerves,
that they visit Huodson's Bay only in May, in their
way o r|,|e north ; and are not olserved to retnren in
the autumn; aud that their food eonsists of birch-
willow buds, and others of the same nature,®

The pine rrosbeal measures nine inches in length,
aned fourteen inches in extent the heawd, neclk, hn"l.'s
and rumip, are of a rich erimson, palest on the Im-nsl
the feathers on the middle of the back are contr
with arrow --»I|.1|||‘:l spots of black, and skirted with
erimson, which gives the plumage o eonsideralle flush
of reil llwr#." those on the shoulders are of « deap slate
colour, ||.irlm1[} shirbed with red, and light nsh.  The
greater wing-coverts and next superior row are lroadly
1.L|rt with w Eutn and slizlily tinged with redidish; wings
awd tail, Ulack, edzed w ith light Brown: tail, nnhulur
ably forked ; lower part of the belly, nsh m!uur; vent
feathers, .-L'il ted with white, and strealied with black ;
lees, mlossy Llaele; Lill, a lweawnish horn eolour, very
thicl, short, and hooked at the paint; the upper man-
dible overbangzing the lower considerably, approaching
in its form to that of the pareot; bise of the Wll, covered
with recumbeot hairs of a dark brown colour. The
whole plumage, near the roots, as in most other binds,
is of a deep Lluish ash colour.  The female was lalf an
inch shorter, and apswersd nearly to the above de -
eription; ouly, those parts that in ‘the male were rrnt-
aou, were in her of a dirty yellowish colour, The
female, aceordine to Forster, referred to above, hos
thase parts which in the male are red, move of an
orange tint; and he ceosures Edwards for having

* Philosophical Transuetions, Ixii, p. 402
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represented the female of too bright ared. Tt is possible,
that my specimen of the female mizght have been a bird
of the first season, not come to ils full colonrs. Those
firured by Mr Edwards® were both browght from

ldsom’s Pay, and r|1j [;P.I'I' tn |Il'_l'|11' same with the one
_-].&..- before us, thongh his colonring of the female differs
materially from his deseription.

IF thi<, as My Peonant asserts, be the sime yllwi{'ﬂ.
with that of the eastern continent, it would scem to
inhabit almost the whole extent of the arctic regions,
It is found in the vorth of Seotland, where Peunaot
suspects it breeds. It inbabits Europe as far north as
Drontlieing; is common in all the pine forests of Asin,
in Siberig, and the north of Rossin g i= talen in antumn
?ut Petersburg, and brought to market in great num-

brs, It returns to Lapland v sprivg; is found in

ewlonndland ; and on the western const of North
America,

Were 1 to reason from aunalogy, [ would =ay, that
from the sreat resemblance of this bird to the purple
Bneh, { frongilla prrpurea,) it does not attain its full
plumaze wutil the sccond summer ; and is sulject to
eonsiderable change of colour in moulting, which may
bave secasioned all the differences we i concerning
it in different anthors.  DBut this is actually ascertained
to be the caze ; for Mr Edwards saw two of these birds
alive in London, in cages; the person in whose custody
they were, said they came from Norway; that they
had moulted their feathers, and were not alterwards so
beautiful as they were at first, Oune of them, be says,
was colonred very much like the greenfinch, (F, clip-
roziz.) The purple tinch, though much swaller, has the

mp, head, back, and breast, nearly of the same colour

_E the pine grosheals, feeds in the same manner, on the
same food, and is also subject to like changes of colour,

s
]

I * Enwanns, vol. iii, p. 194, ®f Prxsasr,




DEG LOXIA CURVIROSTRA,

GENUS XXXV.—=LOXLI, Drissas,
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Ox first glancing at the bill of this extrasrdinary bird
one is apt to pronounce it deformed and monstrons ;
but on attentively observing the use to which it is
n|r|r|1':!1| '||_|p the owner, and the I.I.l'xh"r'i[:(’ with which he
detaches the seeds of the pine tree from the cone, and

from the lusks that enclose them, we are nlﬂigmx

CURFIRDETAA ANERFCEN A, WILSAOR, — AMERICAN LHOASHEIL

WILSe®, PLATE XEXL FIG 1L VOUSG MALL

ENIsGURGEH COLLEGE BUSE0s.

confess, on this, as on many other aecasions, where we
have judged too hastily of the opevations of Naturee, th
o other conformation conld have been so excellently
adapted to the puepose ; and that its deviation from the
common form, mstead of being o defeet or monstrosity,
az the celebrated Frenel naturalist in<inuates, is a
striking proof of the wisdon and kind superintending
care of the sreat C
This speeies is a regalar inhabitant of almost all our
pine forests situated north of 402, from the beginning
of September to the middle of April. It is not im-
probable that some of them vemain during smmmer
within the territory of the United States to breed.
Their numbers must, however, be comparatively few,
as I have never yet met with any of them in summer;
though 1 took a journey to the Great Pine Swamp
bevond Pocane mountain, in Northampton  county,
I‘z:unx}']r:l1 a, in the month of May, expressly for
that purpese; and ransacked, for six or seven da
the gloomy recesses of that extensive al.j.tl lesnlate
morass, without Jeing able 1o discover a single cross-
Lill. In fall, however, as well as in winter and spr
this tract appears to be theiv fvourite renidexyvous;
sartienlarly :l.llmnt the head waters of the Lehigh, the
sanks of ‘the Tobylauna, Tunklinueck, awd Bear
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Creel, where T have mysell killed them at these seasons.
They then appear in large locks, feeding on the seeds
of the hemlock and white pine, bave a lond, sharp, and
not wwmnsical nete ; chatter as they y 5 alighe, Jurin;_'

he prevalence of deep snows, before the door of the
Ll ir, and aronnd the hulls’-ul-. |Iil']i;!ig off tha "'I"'F with
which the logs are ]ﬂ.'t.-tu-rp:l, anil searching in corners
where urine or any substanee of o saline quality bad
been thrown. At soch times they are so tame as only
to settle on the roof of the cabin when disturbed, and
a moment alter deseend to feed as before.  They are
then casily caught in traps 3 and will frequently per-
it one o approich so vear as to koock them down
with a stick.  Those killed and opened at such times
are generally found to bave the stomach filled with a

h‘il';{l'!'as' kind of carth or clay. When kept in a

A e, IIH'J."EJ-U-'F many of the habits of the parcot; often

mbing along the wires ; and using their feet Lo grasp

the cones in, while taking eut the seeds,

This same species is found in Nova Seotia, and as far
north as Huodson's Bay, arriving at Severn viver abont
the latter end of May ; and, aceording to acconnts, -
ceeding farther north to breed. It is added by Peonant,
that * they return at the frst setting in of frost.”

Hitherto this bird has, as usnal, been considered o
mere variety of the Enropean species ; thongh differing
from it in several respects, amd being nearly one-thind
less, and althongh the singular conformation of the bill
of these bivds and their pecaliarity of manners are
strikingly different from those of the grosheaks, yet
many disvesarding these plain amd obvions discrimina-
nations, still continne to consider them as belonging to
the genus foria; as il the particular structure of the

TR should, in all eases but this, be the criterion by

which to judge of a species; or perbaps coneeiving
themselves the wiser of the two, they ].IJ.'unl thousht
proper to associate together what nature has, in the
miost pointed manuer, placed apart.

In separating these birds, therefore, from the [T
beaks, and classing them as a family by themselves,
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substituting the specific for the generie appellation, I
bave only followed the steps and dictates of that great
orizinal, whose arranzements ought never to be :Tia.m-
garded by any who would faithiully copy her,

The erosshills are sulject to considerable changes of
eolour; the young males of the present species being,
during the fivst season, olive yellow, mixed with ash ;
then bright greenish yellow intermixed with spts of
dusky olive, all of which yellow plumage becomes, in the
secondl vear, of o light ved, having the edges of the tail
inclimug ta I!|'4'|||)'I.'I.". When contined in n cee, Ilu:_'p'
usually lose the red colour at the first moulting, that
tint changing to a brownisle yellow, which remaing
permanent,  The smne circwmstance happens to the
purple finch and pine grosheak, both of which, when in
confinement, exchange theie brilliant crimson for &
mﬂl!d'j' g.‘ul; of licht brownish }'1_-|]u1.1.'; as I have ha
frequent opsortunitics of abserving.

The male of this species, wheu in perfect plumage,
is fve inches and three quarters long, and nine incles
in extent ; the bill is a brown horn colour, sharp, and
single-edged towards the extremity, where the man-
diblez erosz each other; the m colour of the
Mumage is o rved-lead colour, brightest on_the romp,
generally intermixed on the other ports with touches
of olive 3 wings and tail, brown Ulack, the Iatter forked,
and edzed with yellow; lers and feet, brown; claws,
large, much curved, and very sharp; vent, white,
strealked with dark ash; base of the ill, covered with
vecumbent down, of a pale brown colour; eye, hazel,

The female is rather less than the male ; the Lill of
a paler born colowr; ramp, tail-coverts, and edges of
the tail, golden yellow ; wings mud tail, dull brownish
black ; the rest of the plumage, olive yellow mixed e
with ash; lezs and feet, as in the male,  The young
males, during the fivst season, s is usnal with most
other birds, very much resemble the female.  In moult-
ing, the males exchange their red for brownish yellow,
which gradually brightens into red.  Hence, al ditferent
seasons, they differ greatly in colour.
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IS, LOXEA LECCOPTERA, OMELIK: — CUNF I ROSTRL LEUCOPTERL,
WILAON,

‘k WIHITE=W INGED CIOSSNILL,
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Tuts is a much rarer species than the preceding ;
though found frequenting the same places, and at the
same sepsons 3 diffeving, however, from the former in
the deep black wings and tail, the large bed of white
on the wing, the dark erimson of the plumage; and o
less and more slender conformation of body, The
individual of this species mentioned by Turten and

w  Latham, has evidently been shot in moulting time,
A The present specimen was a male in full and perfect
plumage,

The white-winged crossbill is five inches and a
quarter long, and cight inches and o fuarter in extent ;
wings and fail, deep black, the former crossed with two
broad bars of white; seneral colour of the plumage,
dark crimson, partially spotted with dusky; lTores and
frontlet, pale brown ; vent, white, streaked with black ;
bill, a brown horn coloor, the mandibles crossing each
other as in the preceding species, the lower sometimes
bending to the right, sometimes to the left, vsually to

the left in the male, and to the right in the female, of
the American crossbill,

&
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SUBCEXUS L — COLIM I, STEFIIENS,
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CARDLINA FICEON, DE TURTLE DVE.:
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Tuis = a favourite bird with all those who love to
wander among our woods in spring, and listen to their
varied harmony.  They will there hear many a singular
and sprightly performer ; but none so mournful as this,
The hopeless wo of settled sorrow, swelling the heart
of female innocence itself, could not assume tones more
sad, more tender and affecting.  Iis noies are four; the
first is somewhat the hizhest, and preparatory, seeming
to be uttered with an inspiration of the breath, as if the
afllicted ereature were just recovering its voice from
the Inst convulsive sobs of distress; this is followed by
three long, deep, and mournful meanings, that no person
of sensibility can lsten to without sympathy. A pause
of a few minutes ensues, and again the solemn voice of
gorrow is renewed as before.  This is generally heard
in the deepest shaded parts of the wools, frequently
aliont noon and towards the evening,

“There is, however, nothing of real distress in all this;
quite the reverse,  The bird whe utters it wantons by
the side of iz beloved partner, or invites her by his
eall to some fvourite retived and li!md}? retreat. It is
the voice of love, of faithful connubial affection, for
which the whole family of doves are so celebrated ;
and, among them all, noie more deservingly so than the
species now before us,

i

o



B e i e i

»

WILITE-WINCED CROSSBILL. 280

186, EOXLi EECCOPTERA,; UMELIK. — §URFIROSTRY LEUCOFPTEDNL,

WULE0N.
WINTE-WINGED CLOSSRILL,

WiLksdN,; FLATIE XXX Frc, 1l Yoirsd MALE,

Tuis is & much rvarer specics than the preceding;
though found frequenting the same places, aud ot the
same seasons ; difering, however, from the former in
the deep black wings and tail, the lirge bed of white
on the wing, the dark crimson of the plumage; and a
less amd more slender conformation of body. The
individual of this species mentioned by Turton and
Latham, has evidently been shot in moulting time.
The present specimen was o male in full and perfect
plumage,

The white-winged crossbill is five inclies and a
quarter long, and eight inches and a quarter in extent ;
wings and tail, deep black, the former crossed with two
broad bars of white; general colour of the plumage,
dark crimson, partially spotted with dusly; llunh-' and
frontlet, pale brown ; vent, white, streaked with black ;
Lilly a brown horn colour, the mandibles crossing each
other as in the preceding specics, the lower sometimes
bending to the right, sometimes to the left, nsually to
the left in the male, and to the right in the female, of
the American crossbill,

voL. I tT n
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The tartle dove is o geoneral inhabitant, in snmmer,
of the United States, from Canada to Florkla, and
from the sen coast to the Mississippi, and far to tha
westward,  They are, however, ]:aﬂ]:;l!y migralory in
the Northern and Middle States ; and collect together
in North and Seuth Caralivg, and their covresponding
parallels, in great numbers, during the winter,  On the
2d of February, in the ueighbonrhood of Newbern,
North Caroling, Isaw a flock of turtle doves of many
hundreds ; in other places, as T advaneed farther south,
partienlarly near the Savannal river, in Georgia, the
woods were swarming with them, and the whistling of
their wings was heard in every direction,

On their retarn to the north in March, and early in
April, they disperse so generally over the country, that

L there are rarcly more than three or four seen toether,

s

~%

most frequently only two.  Here they commonly Ili,' in
pairs, resort constantly to the public roads to dust
themselyes and procure gravel; are often seen in the
farmer’s yard before the deor, the stable, barn, and
other uulﬂumjcﬂ, in search of food, seeming little inferior
in familiarity, at sach times, to the domestic pizeon,
They often mix with the poultry while they are fed in
the morning, visit the vard anid adjoiving road many
times a-day, and the pump, ereek, horse trough, and
rills for water.

Their Hight is gquick, virorous, and always accom-
panied by a peculiar whisthing of the wings, by which
they can easily be distingnished (rom the wilid pizeon,
They y with great swiltness, alight on trees, fenees,
or on the sronnd indiseriminately ; are exceedingly fomd
of buckowheat, hempseed, and Lodian corn ; feed on the
berries of the holly, the dogwooml, and poke, huckle-
berries, partridgeberries, and the small acorns of the
live oak and shrub oale, They devour large quantities
of gravel, and sometimes pay a visit 1o the kitchen
garden for peas, for which they have a particular regard.

In this part of Pennsylvania, they commence building
about the beginning of May, The nest is very rudel
constructed, generally in an evergreen, among 1.1an thic
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folinge of the vine, in an orchard, on the horzental
branches of an apple teee, and, in some vises, o1 the
frmlnll. It is composed of 4 handful of small twigs,
mid with little art, on which are seattered dry flrous
roots of plants; and in this almost fat bed are eposited
two eres of o snowy whiteness,  The male sl Temale
unite in feeding the young, and they buve rarely more
thin two brood in the same senson. )

The flesh of this bird is considered mueh superior to
that of the wild przeon ; but its se e conlidence in
n, the tenderness of its mirtes, fud the ;rllllln'l!]I{'jl'
attached to its character, are, with many, its seenrity
sl Ill'tlll'i'tlﬂlll: with IIIT]II'H, ]“:1.1'01.':-']'. thie tendermess
of its flesh, and the sport al p-hﬂnlilu:" overcomse all
other copsilerations.  Abont the commoncenwent of
frost, they begin to move off fo the south; wumbers,
however, remmin in Pennsylvauia during the whole
winter,

The turtle dove is twelve inches long, and seventeen
inches in extent 3 bill, black ; eye, of glossy Blackuness,
surrounded with a pale greenish blue skin; crown,
upper part of the neek and wings, a fine silky slate
m]m.‘; back, scapulars, and lesser wing-coverts, ashy
brown ; tertinls, spotted with black ; primaries, edged
and tipt with white ; foreliead, sides of the neck, and
breast, o I.I.lll‘.‘ brown vinous orange; nnder the ear-
feathers, a spot or drop of deep black ; immediately
Lelow which the plumaze reflects the most vivid tinfs
of zreen, wold, and crimson; chin, pale yvellow ochre;
belly and vent, whitish ; legs amd feet, coral red, seamed
with white; the tail is long and cuneiform, consistine
of fowrteen feathers ; the four exterior ones, on each
gide, are marked with Llack, about an inch from the
tips, and white thence 1o the extremity; the next has
less of the white at the tip; these gradually lengthen
to the four middle ones, which are wholly davk slate;
all of them taper towards the poiuts, the two middle
OLCE NSt S0,

The female is an inch shorter, and is otherwise only
distinguished by the less brillianey of her colour; shie
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) also wants the rich silky blue on the erown, and much
: of the splendour of the neck ; the tail i also somewhat
shorter, and the white, with which it is marked, less

‘x ruire.

I 153, coLbMmg MIGRITORIA, LINYEUS A%D WILSON.
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Tus vemarkable bird merits a distinguished place in

the anmals of our feathered tribes; a claim to which I

] shall endeavour to do justice ; and, though it wonld be

impossible, in the bounds allotted to this account, to

relate all 1 have seen aud heard of this species, yet

no circumstance shall be omitted with wlhich T am

| acquainted, (however extraordinary some of these may
appear), that may tend to illustrate its history.

The wild pigeon of the United States inhabits a wide
and extensive region of North America, on this side
of the Great Stony Mountaing, beyond which, to the
westward, I have wot heard of their being seen,
According to Mr Hutelins, they abound in the country
round Hudson's Bay, where they usually remain as late
as Decembier, feeding, when the zround 3s covercd with
snow, on the buds of juniper. They spread over the
whole of Canada; were seen by Captain Lewis and his
party wear the Great Falls of the Missouri, upwards of
2,300 miles from its month, reckoning the meanderings
of the viver; were also met with in the interior of
Louisiana by Colonel Pilee ;. and extend their ranre as
far south as the Gulf of Mexico; oceasionally visiting
- ﬂ. or breeding in almost every quarter of the United States,

But the most remarkable characteristio of these birds
is their associating together, both in their mizrations,
and also during the period of incubation, in sweh prodis

) gions numbers, as almost to surpass belief; and which
has no parallel amone any other of the feathered
tribes, on the face of the earth, with which naturalists
are acquainted.
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These migrations appear to be undertalen rather in

gueat of food, than merely to avoid the cold of the
climate ; sinee we find them lingering in the northern
regions, arennd Hudson's Day, so late as December
ae, sinee their appearanee is so casinl ani irregular, A
sometimes not visiting certain districis for several years
in any considerable numbers, while at other times they
are innumersble, 1 have witnessed these migrations in
the Genpesee country, often in Pennsylvania, and also
in varions parls of Vieginia, with amazement ; but all
that I had then seen of them were mere steagaling
parties, when compaired with the congregated millions
which I have since beheld in our western forests, in
the States of Ohio, Kentuely, and the Indiana tervitory. i
These fertile and extensive regions abound with the
mutricions beech nut, which constitutes the chief ﬁ:ruil-‘{
of the wild pizeon. In seazons when these nuts are
ahunidant, corresponding multitudes of pigeons may be
confidently expected. Itsometimes happens that, having
consumed the whole produce of the beech trees, inan
extensive district, they discover another, at the distanee
perhaps of sixty or eighty miles, to which they regularly
repair every morning, and return as regularly in the
conrse of the day, or in the evening, te their place of
weneral rendeevous, or, as it is usually called, the
roosting place.  These roosting places are always in
the woods, and sometimes ocenpy a large extent of
forest.  When they have frequented one of these places
for some fime, the appeavance it exhibits is surprising.,
The gmnml is covered to the 41|~||!'|| of =everal inches
with their dung ; all the tender grass and anderwood
destroved ; the surface strewed with large limbs of
trees, hrolken dovwn by the weight of the birds clustering ﬁ'-—"
ane above another; and the trees themselves, for
thonsands of acres, killed as completely as if givdled
with an axe, The marks of this rfmenl:ninn remain for
many years on the spot; and numerous places could
bo pointed out, where, for several years after, scarce o
single veretable made its appearance.

When these roosts ave first discovered, the inhabitants

S
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from considerable distances, visit them in the wight,
with guns, clubs, long poles, pots of sulphur, and viriows
other ensines of degtruction,  In a fow hours, they fill
many sacks, and load their horses with theat By the
Indians, a pigeon roost, or breeding place, is considered
an important souree of national profit and dependance
for that season; and all their active ingennity is
exercised on the oceasion.  The breeding place differs
from the former in its greater extent.  Iu the western
countries above mentioned, these are generally in beech
woods, and often extend, in nearly a straight Tine, across
the country for a great way. Not far from Shelbyville,
in the State of Kentucky, about five years aro, there
was one of these breeding places, which streteled
through the woods in nearly a north and south direc-
tion ; was several miles in breadth, and was said to be
upwards of forty miles in extent ! T this tract, aluost
every tree was furuished with nests, wherever the
branches could accommodate them.  The pigeons made
their first appearance there about the 10th of April ul
left it altogether, with their young, before the 23th of
May.

As soon as the young were fully grown, and hefore
thiey lefi the nests, numerons p:urii'f-.-'- of the inhalitonts,
from all parts of the adjacent conntry, came with
wagons, axes, beds, cooking utensils, oy of them
aceompanied by the greater part of their families, and
encamped for goveral days at this immense wursery.
Several of them iuformed me, that the neise in the
woods was so great as to terrify their horses, and that,
it was dificult for one person to hear another speak,
without bawling in his ear. The ground was strewedl
with broken limbs of trees, eges, and young siualy
pizeons, which had been precipitated from above, and
on which lierds of hogs were fattening. Hawhs,
buzzards, and eazles, were sailing about in great mum-
bers, and seizing the squabs from their nests at pleasure ;
while, from twenty feet upwards to the tops of the
trees, the view through the woods presented a perpetual
tumult of crowding and fluttering multitudes of pigeons,
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their wings roaring like thunder, mingled with the
frequent erash of falling timber; for now the axe-men
were at work, cutting down those trees that seemed to
be most crowded with nests, and eontrived to fell tiem
in snch a manner, that, in their descent, they might
bring down several others ; by which means the flling
ol one large tree sometimes produced two hoowdesd
sipualss, little inferior in sige to the old ones, and almost
one mass of fet.  On some single trees, 11|n.'rnrﬂs of one
huwlreed nests were found, cach contimne o young
ouly ; a eireumstance, in the history of this bird, wot
generally koown to naturalists, It was dangerous to
walle under these flying and fdnttering millions, from
the frequent fall of arse branches, broken dawn by
the weight of the multitudes above, and which, in their
deseent, often destroyed numbers of the binds them-
selves ; while the clothes of those engazed in traversing
the woods were completely covered with the oxcre
ments of the pigeons,
These circumstances were related to me by many of
the most respeetable part of the community in that
quarter ; and were conlirmed, in part, by what T myself
witnessed. 1 passed for several miles throngh “this
same breeding place, where cvery tree was spotted
with nests, the remains of these above deseribed, In
many ivstances, [ eonnted upwards of ninety nests on
a single tree; but the pigeons had abandoued this
place for another, sixty or eighty miles off towards
Green river, where they were said at that time to be
cequally wamerons. From the sreat nnmbers fhat were
constuntly passing over head to or from that unrter, 1
il 0o ﬂul-l;l! of the truth of this statement,  The mast
had Leen chiclly consumed in Kentucky, and the
Pigeons, every morninge a little before suurise, sot ont
For the Tndiaua territory, the nearest part of which was
about sixty miles distant, Muny of these returned
before ten o’clock, and the great body generally appeared,
o their return: a little after noon,
I biad left the public road to visit the remains of the
breeding place near Shelbyville, and was traversing the

i
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woods with my gun, on my way to Frankfort, when,
about one oclock, the pigeons, which 1 ludl pbizerved
flying the greater part of the marning northerly, homn
o retwrn, in such immense nombers as 1 nover before
&lli wit s, I_‘qln]ing Lir o llnilnr‘-lillllg_fr by the side of
& creclk called the Benson, whera 1 had A more inin
tercupted view, 1 was astonishied ut their appearanee.
They were flying, with great steadiness ||.m!|. rapility,
at a height beyoud gunshot, in several strata deep, and
go closn torether, that, comld shot have reached them,
one discharee conld not have failed of bringing down
several individuals, From right to left, far as the eye
conlil reach, the breadth of this vast procession extended,
seeming every where equally crowilid,  Curious to
etermine how long this appearance would continue,
h_l!nnli out my watch to uote the time, and sat down to
pheerve them. It was then half past ove, 1 sat for
more than an hour, but, instead of o diminution of this
pradigious procession, it seemed rather to inerease bint
in numbers and rapidity ; and, anxions to reach Frank-
fort Lefore mizht, L rose and went on.  About four
o’clock in the afternoon I crossed the Kentucky river,
at the town of Frankfort, at which time the living
torrent above my head seemed as numerons and ns
extensive as ever. Long after this [ observed them,
in larze hodies, that continued o pass for six or eizht
minntes, and these again were fallowed by other
detached  bodies, all moving in the same st heast
direetion, till after six in the evening, The great breadth
of front which this mighty multitude preserved would
geom to intimate o corcesponding breadth of their
breading place, which, by several wentlemen, who had
lately passed through part of it, was stated b me at
veral miles. It was said to be in Green county, anil
fiat the young began to fly about the middle of March,
o the 171h of April, forty-nine miles ey onid Iinville,
and not far from Green River, T erossed this same
breeding place, where the nests, for more than three
miles, spotted every tree; the leaves not being yet out,
I had a fair prospect of them, and was really ustonished
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at their numbers. A fow bodies of pigeons lingered
yeb in different parts of the woods, the roaring of whose
wings was heard in varions uatrters around me, y

All aeconnts agree in stating, that each nest containg,
only one young squab,  These are so extremely ﬁﬁb\
that the Indians, amd many of the whites, nre noen
tomed to melt down the fat, for domestie [rposes, as
subsstitate for butter and lard. At the time they leave
the nest, they are nearly as heavy as the old ones ; bk
become much leaner, after they are turned out to shift
for themselves,

It is universally asserted in the woestern countries,
that the pigeons, though they have ouly one young at
a time, breed thrice, and sometimes four times, in the
same seazof; the circumstances alrewdy  mentione
render. this highly probable. It is also worthy o
observation, that this takes place during that period
when acorns, beech nuts, &, nre seattered ahout in the
rreatest abundance, and mellowed Ij_'|." the fiost, But
they are wot conlined to these alone, — buelwheat,
I:ulnlawwl, Indian corn, hollylervies, hackberries, hnckles
berries, and many others, furnish them with nbundanes
at almost all scasoms. The acorus of the live ok
are also eagerly sought alter by these birds, and rieo
has been fecquently found in individoals killed iy
hundred wiles to fhe northward of the nearest ricoe
plantation.  The vast quantity of mast which thess
multitudes consume is o serious loss to the hears, pigs,
squirrels, and other dependants on the fruits of the
forest. T have taken, from the erop of o single wild
i:igeml, a good handful of the kernels of Leech nuts,
ntermixed with ncorns and chestunts. To form a rongh
estimate of the daily consumption of one of thise
immense flocks, let us first attempt to caleulate l]:;,l
numbers of that above mentioned, as seen in [rerssing
between Frankfort and the Indiana territory s If W
suppose this column to have been one mile i brwadth,
{and T beliove it to have beon mineh more,) and that it
moved at the rate of one mile in 4 minute, four lotirs,

I the time it continued passing, would make its whole

I E—————
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length two hundred and forty miles, Again, supposing
that each square yard of this moving hady compre el el
three Ir'tg:-ms.-a. the square yards in the whole space,
multiplied by three, would give two thousand twe
Q-:"“]m’ anil thirty millions, two handred aned seventy-
vo thousand pigeons '—an almost inconceivable multi-
L tude, and yet probably far below the actual amount.
Computing 1_-.1c|1 of these 1o consume hall a pint of mast
daily, the whole guantity at this rate would equal
seventeen millions, four hundred and tweunty-four
thousand bushels per dayl Heaven has wiscly and
gracionsly given to these birds rapidity of flight and a
di-.l'-pnhiiiuu o ranere over vast uncultivated tracts of the
earth, otherwise they must have perished in the districts
where they resided, or devonred up the whole prodac-
jois of agriculture, as well as these of the forests,

A feow obzervations on the mode of light of these
Lirds must not be omitted: The appearanee of large
detached bodies of them in the air, sml the various
evolutions they display, are strikingly picturesque and
interesting,  In descending the Olio by mysell, in the
month of Febroary, 1 often rested on my oars to
contemplate their aerial manwuvres. A column, eight
or ten miles in length, wonld appear from Kentucky,
high in air, stecring across to Indiana, The leaders of
this great body would sometimes gradually vary their
conrse, nutil it formed a large bend, of more than o mile
in diameter, those behind tracing the exact roule of
their predecessors,  This would coutinue soetimes
long after both extremitics were beyond the reach of
gieht ; w0 that the whole, with its glittery undulations,
mirked a space on the face of the heavens resembling

ﬂ the windings of a vast and majestic river. When this
bend Lecame very great, the Livds, as if sensille of the
unnecessary cireuitous course they were taking, swd-
denly changed their direction, so that what was in
eolumn before became an immense front, straightening
all its indentures, until it swept the heavens in one
vast and infinitely extended line,  Other lesser bodies
also upited with each other as they happencd to
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approach, with sueh ease aud elegance of m'nlul!'nn,
forming new figures, and varying these as they united
or separated, that I was never tired of coutemplating
th.ﬂ'lil. Ell-llll.'“l'lll"a-' 0 !HE'-lu'iE 11.'11.||;|¢I Hhﬂ“r it .‘i'I-'I-'I"'I'|'l' an i
particular part of the column, from a great 1||~:';:E|r?‘
when, almost as quick as lishtuing, that part shof
downawards ont of the common trael : b L, sonm rising
amin, continued advaneine at the sane it s hiefre,
This inflection was continued by those behind, who,
on arriving at this peint dived down, almost perpendi-
cularly, to a geeat depth, ani rising, followed the exuet
path of those that went before,  As tlese vasi biowling
passed over the river near me, the surface of the wilor,
which was before smooth as e s, appeared marked
with inonmerable dimples, oevsioned by the drapping
of their dung, resembling the commencement of 3 showel

of lavge drops of eain or lail,

Happening to go ashore one charming afternoon, to
purchase some milk at a houwse that stood near the
river, and while talking with the people within donrs,
[ was suddenly struck with astonishment at a Toel
rushing roar, sueceoded by instant darkoess, which, an
the first moment, [ took for o tornado, about to oveps
whelm the house and every thine around fn destruetion,
The people, observinge my surprise, coolly said, * It.is
only the pizeons;* aud, on running out, I Leheld a
flock, thirty or forty yards in width, sweeping along
vory low, between the house and the monntain, ar
height, that formed the second bamli of the river. Thesae
continued passing for more than a quarter of an hour,
and at ]L'-n-=;1 h varied their bearing, so as to s oyer
the mountain, behind which they disappearcd befors

the rear came up. r—
In the Atlantic States, though they never appear in

guch unparalleled multitudes, they are sometimes viry

numerons ; and great havoc is then made nmongst {hem

with the man, the clap not, and various other implements

of destruction.  As soon as it je ascertained inoa town

that the pigeons are flying wmerausly in the neiglbowr-

hood, the guuners rise en masse ; the clap nets are
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spread ont on snitable situations, commo I:r on an open
beight in an old buckwheat field; four or Gve live
pigeons, with their eyelids sewed up, are fastened on

i movalle stick ; a small bhut of banches is Gited up

’&lr the fowler, at the distanee of forty or fifty yards;
Sy the pulling of a string, the stick on -,v.f

4 ieh the
pigeons rest is alternately elevated and depressed, which
iJTlI[llll't‘.‘i a fluttering of their wings similar to that of

irds just alighting ; this being perceived by the [assing
flocks, they descend with great rapidity, and, finding
corn, buckwheat, &e. strewed about, begin to feed, and
are instanily, by the pulling of a cord, covered by the
net. lu this manner ten, twenty, and even thirty
dozen, have been canght at one swoep,  Meantime the
gir i darkened with large bodies of them, moving in

arious directions 3 the woods also swarm with them
in searvch of acorns; and the thundering of musketry
is perpetual on all sides, from moring to night,
Wagon leads of them are poured into market, where
they sell from Gy 1o twenty-five, and even twelve
cents, per dozen ; aml pigeons become the order of the
day at dinner, breakfast, and supper, wntil the very
mame hecomes sickening.  When they have been kept
alive, and fed for some time on corn and buckwheat,
their flesh acquires preat blt];rriuril:;.'; Lut, in their
eommon state, they are dry and blacki=h, aud far inferior
to the full grovn young ones, or squakbs.

The nest of the wild ]ui_-:ﬂu'n i« lormed of a fow d;-}r
slender twigs, earelessly put together, and with so litle
concavity, that the young one, when hall grown, can
easily be seen from below,  The cggs are pure white,
Great numbers of hawlks, and sometimes the bald easls
iimself, hover aliout those breeding places, aud seize
he old or ihe young from the nest amidst the rising
multitudes, and with the most daring offrontery. The
young, when beginuing to fly, conline themsclves to
the under part of the tall woods where there is no brush
and where nuts and acorns are abundant, searching
among the leaves for mast, and appear like a prodigious




H I COLUMBA MIGRATORIA,

torrent rolling nlong through the woods, every ong
striving to be in the front.  Vast numbers of them are
shot while in this situation. A person told me, that
e once rode furionsly into one of these rolling multi-,
tudes, and picked up thirteen I1ig4-um‘-, which had bﬂl}
trampled to death by his horse's feet, In a few minoted”
they will beat the whele nnts from a tree with their
wings, while all is a seramble, both above and below,
for the same.  They have the same eoving notes common
to domestic pizeons, but mueh less of their gesticula-
tions. In some Aocks you will find nothing but young
ones, which are casily distinguishable by their motley
dress.  In others, they will be mostly females; and
again, great multitudes of males, with few or no females.
I cannot aceount for this in any other way than that
during the time of incubation, the males are exelusiv
engaged in procuring food, both for themselves and
their mates ; and the young, being unable yet to under-
talke these extensive excursions, associate together |
accordingly, DBut, even in winter, 1 know of several
gpecies of hirds who separate in this manoer, particularly
the red-winged starling, among whom thousinds of old
males may be found, with few or no young or females
alomg with them.

Stragelers from these immense armics settle in almost
every part of the country, particularly among the beech
woods, and in the pine and hemlock woods of the
epstern and  northern parts of the coutinent. Mr
Pennant informs unz, that they breed near Moose Fort
at Hudson's Bay, in N, lat. 51% and I myself bave seen
the remains of & larre breeding place as far south as
the country of the Chactaws, in lat. 322, Tn the former
of these places they are said to remain until December g
from which ¢ircnmstance, it is evident that they are
not reonlar in their migrations, like many other species,
bt rove about, as scarcity of food orges them, Ever
spring, however, as well as fall, more or less of them
are seen in the neighbourhood of Philadelphia; but it
is only once in several years that they appear in such
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formidable bodies; and this commonly when the snows
are heavy to the north, the winter here more than
usually mild, and acorns; &c. abundant,

The passenger pigeon is sixteen inches long, and

b 5 ' %
ves in extent ; bill, black ; uostril, covered

enty-four in
; a u,-_;ll ronnding ||.m|:|.|.'|:1,trnm,'1-: eve, brilliant fier

orange ; orbit, or space surrounding it, !leldish fles
coloured skin; head, upper part of the neck, and chin,
a fine slate blue, li::_rhls'st on the ching throat, breast,
and sides, as fur as the thighs, a reddish hazel ; lower
part of the neck, and sides of the same, resplendent
changeable mold, green, and purplish erimson, the latter
maost predominant ; the ground colour slate; the plumage
of this part is of a peculiar structure, ragred at the
inds ; belly and vent, white ; lower part of the breast,
adi_ug into a pale vinaceous red; thighs, the same;
and feet, lake, seamed with white ; back, rump, and
tail-coverts, dark slate, spotted on the shoulders with
a few seattered marks of black ; the 5|."il]1ll|ill'z-,ltil!=_"l‘li
with brown; greater coveris, light slate; primaries
anid secondaries, dull black, the former tipt and edred
with brownish white; tail, long, and greatly coneilorm,
all the feathers tapering towards the point, the two
middle ones plain deep black, the other five, on each
side, hoary white, lightest near the tips, deepeniug into
Wluish near the bases, where each 15 crossed on the
inner vane with a browd spot of black, mul nearer the
root with another of ferruginous; primaries, edged
with white ; bastard wing, bl
The female is about half an inch shorter, and an inch
less in extent ; breast, cinercous brown 3 upper part of
the neel, incliving to ash; the spot of changeable gold,
pen, and carmine, much less; and not o brilliant ;
il-coverts, brownish slate ; naked orbits, slite coloured ;
in all other respects like the male in colour, but less
vivid, aud more tinged with brown; the cye not =o
brilliant an orange.  lo both, the tail has only twelve
feathers.
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SUNGENUR Il == GOV RAy STEFIIENS.

180, corcarmg PASEERING; LINN: AND WILS = GROLUND DOVE:
/
WHLseN, FEATE XLVL FIG. Th MALE, = FIG, 111, FEMALE,
v apiRLil oLl UL,

Tue gronud dove, one of the least of the pigeon
tribie, is nontive of North aond South Carolina, Georgia,
the new State of Louisiana, Florida, and the islanls of
the West Indies.  In the latter, it is frequently kept in
eires ; is esteemed excellont for the tabile, wnd honoured
by the Fremeh planters with the uame of ortolan.
They are oumerous in the sea islands, on the coast of
Caroling, and Georgia ; fly in flocks or coveys of fifteen
or twenty; seldom visit” the woods, preferring ope
fields and plantations; are almost constantly on
l_frnum’l,‘ amil, when disturbed, fly to a short distanca)
and again alizht.  They have a frequent jetting motion
with the tail ; feed on rice, varions seeds and berries,
particularly those of the toothache tree,® wnder or near
which, in the proper season, they are almost sure fo be
found. OF their nest, or manner of breeding, I am
unable to give any account,

These bards seem to be confined to the distripts lying
sonth of Virginia, They are plenty on the upper parts
of Cape Fear viver, and in the interior of Carolina and
Georgin: but 1 lave never met with them, vither in
Maryland, Delaware, or Penusylvanin,  They never
congregate in such multitndes as the common wild
vigeon 3 or even as the Carvoling pigeon, or turtle dove ;
In:t. likie the partridze or quail, frequent the open fields
in small coveys. They are easily tamed, have a low,
tenider, cooing note, aecompanied with the usual g(‘s‘!i:..__,
Cenlations of their tribe, . /

The ground dove is a bird of possage, retiving to the
islands, and to the more seutherly parts of the continent,
on the approach of winter, and returning to its former
haunts carly in April. It is of o more slender and

* Xanthorylum clava Herculia,
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delicate form, and less alide to bear the rizours of cold,
than either of the other two specics common in the
United States, both of which are found in the northern
perions of Uanada, as well as in the genial climate of
Florida, .

The dove, generally speaking, las long been consi-
dered as the favourite emblem of peace wul innocenee,
probably from the respectful manver in which iis
namie is mentioned in varions parts of Seripiure; s
being selected from among all the bivds, iy Noali, 1o
ascertain the state of the deluge, and returning to the
avk, bearing the olive leaf, as o messenger of peace and
ool tidings 3 the Holy Ghost, it 15 also saul, wos seen
1o desecend like a dove from heaven, &e. o addition to
these, there is in the dove an appearance of meckness
and innoceney very interesting, and well caleulated to
gecure our partiality in its favour,  These remarks ave
applicable to the whale genus; bot are more particu-
larly so to the species now before us, a2 beine anonr
the least, the most delicate, and inoffensive of the
whaole,

The gronnd dove is six inches and a quarter long ;
bill, vellow, black atthe point ; nostril, covered with a
prominent membrane, pswal with the senns; irs
of the eye, orange red; front, throat, breast, and sides
of the neck, pale vinaeeous purple; the feathers,
strongly defined by semicirenlar outlines, those on the
throat, centred gvith dusky blue ; erown and hind
Liead, o five pale blue, intermixed with purple, the
Humage, like that on the throat, stron ¥ defined ;

ack, cinercons brown, the seapulars deeply tinged
with pale purple, and marked with detached drops of
glossy blue, veflecting tims of purple ; belly, pale
vimaceous brown, becoming dark cinereons tewanls
the veni, where the feathers are bordered with white ;
wing quills, dusky outwardly, and at the tips; lower
giez, il whole interior vaues, a fine red chestnut,
which shews itsell a fittle below their coverts; tail,
rounded, consisting of twelve feathiers, the two middle
VL. 11, u
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ones, cinereons brown, the rest, black, tipt and edged
with white; legs nd feet, yellow,

The female has the back and tail-coverts of a mouse
colowr, with little or none of the vinaceous tint on the
breast and throat, nor any of the light biue on the hind
bead; the threat is speckled with dull white, pale
elay colour, and dusky ; sides of the neck, the same,
the plumage slr{rug'l;,- defined ; breast, cinereous brown,
slightly tinetured with purple ; seapulars, marked with
large drops of a dark purplish blood colour, reflecting
tints of blue; rest of the plumage, nearly the same as
that of the male,
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FAMILY XVI.
GALLINACEL Tuucen.
GEXUS XXXVIL.—<PERDIX, Nmissox,
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QUAIL; O FANTRINGE:

WILSON, PLATE XLVIL FIG, Il MALIL — EBIXNAUEGH COLLUGE MUSECN,

Tuis well known bird is o general inhabitant of
North Amerien, from the northern parts of Canada and
Nova Scotia, in which latter place it iz said to be
migratory, to the extremity of the peninsula of Florida ;
anil was seen in the neighbourhiood of the Great Osage
villyre, in the interior of Louisiona. They are numerous
in Kentucky and Obio; Mr Pennant remarks, that
they have been lately introduced into the island of
Jamaiea, where they appear to thrive greatly, breeding
in that warm elimate twice in the year. Captain
Henderson mentions them as being plenty near the
Balize, at the Bay of Honduras. They rarely frequent
the forest, and are most numerons in the vicinity of
well cultivated plantations, where grain is in plenty.
They, however, occasionally seek shelter in the woods,
perching on the branches, or secreting themselves among
the brushwood ; but are fownd most ILxIIII”?‘ in open Helds,
or along fences sheltered by thickets of briers, Where
they are not too mueh persecuted by the sportsmen, they
become almost half domesticated ; approach the barn,
particularly in winter, and sometimes, in that severe
season, mix with the poultry to glean up a subsistence,
They vemain with us the whole year, and often sutler
extremely by long, hard winters, and deep snows, At
such times, the arts of man combine with the inclemency
of the season for their destruction. To the ravages of




a1 PERDIX VIRGINIANA.

the g, are adiled oihers of a more insidions I.ﬁ“d:
traps are placed on almost every plantation, in such
!ILI.I.'!'.'\ = |1H':.' are known to frequent,  These are
tormed of lath, or tlljrl.l_'r _-.'!:u]il sticks, somewhat 1w the
shape of an obtnse cone, laced tozether with cord,
baving o small hole ot top, with a sliding 1id, to take
out the game by, This 1= .-||i-|mrtr-:l by the common
fagrure A triggrer s and grain 15 scattered below and
leading to the place. By this contrivanes, ten or fifteen
have sometimes been taken at atime, These are some-
times brought alive to market, and oceasionally bought
up by sportsmen, who, if the season e VErY severe,
sometimes preserve and feed them 4l spring, when
t||r-"r are humanely toroed out to their native felds
weain, to be put to death at soane fnture time secnnaum
artem, Detween the months of August and Mareh,
great numbers of these bivds are brought to the market
of Pliladelphia, where they are sold’ from twelve to
etrhtecn conts a-plece,

"The quail begins to bnild early in May. The nest is
made on the ground, usually at the Lottom of a thick
tult of wrass, that shelters and conceals it, The materinls
are leaves and fine dry grass in considerable quantity.
It is well covered above, and an opening left on one
side for entrance, The female lays from fifteen to
twenty-four epes, of a pure white, without any spots,
The time of incubation has been stated to me, by varions
persons, at four weeks, when the cows were placed
under the domestic ien,  The young leave the nest as
soon a5 they are freed from the shell, and are condueted
abont in search of food Iy the female il Ly
her voice, which at that tnue resembles the twittering
of young chickens, and sheltered by her wings, in the
game manner ns those of the domestic fowl; bt with
all that seerecy and precantion for their safety, which
their helplessuess and greater danger reguire. In this
situation, shonld the little timid family be unexpectedly
surprised, the ntmost alarm and eonsternation instantly
prevail.  The mother throws herself in the path,
fluttering along, and beating the ground with her

X
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wings, as if sorely wounded; using every artifice she
is master of to entice the passenger in pursuit of
hersell, uttering at the same time certain peculiar notes
of alarm, well understood by the young, which dive
soparntely amongst the grass, and secrete themselves
till the dinger is over; and the parent, having decoyed
thue pursner to o safe distance, returns, by a circuitons
ronte, to collect and lead them off,  This well known
manenyre, which nine times in ten is suecessful, 18
henoueable to the feelings and judament of the Tiiwd,
bt & severe satire on man,  The affectionate moiher,
as if seusible of the avaricious eruelty of bis uature,
tempts him with a larger prize, to save her more
helpless offspring ; and pays lim, as avarice and cruelty
oueht always to be paid, with mortification and disap-
porntment.

The cres of the quail have been frequently placed
under the domestic lien, and hateled and rr:n‘N} with
equal suceess a5 her own ; though, generally spealkin
the young partridges, being more restless and va
often lose themselves, and disappear.  The hen ought
to be a particular good nurse, not at all disposed to
ramble, n which cise they are very easily raised.
Those that survive, acquire all the familiarity of common
chickens 3 and there is litile doubt that, if proper
measuves were taken, and persevered in for a few years,
they might be completely domesticated.  They have
Leen often kept during the first season, and throngh the
whole of the ®vinter, but have uniformly deserted in
the spring. Two young partridges that were brought
ap by a hen, when abandoned by her, assoeiated with
the cows, which they rezularly followed to the fields,
returned with them when they eame home in the
evening, stood by them while t'ht*:,' were milloed, and
arain accompanied them to the pasture. These remained
during the winter, lodging in the stable, but, as soom as
spring came, they disappeared. OF this fact, I was
informed by a very n'.-'-pl:l:iab'lt lm]nj', 'IJ}r whom thq-}r
were particularly observed,

It has been frequently asserted to me, that the quails

i,
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lay oceasionally in cach other’s nests, Thoueh I have
never mysell seen a case of this kind, 1 do not thiuk it
altorether improbable, from the fact, that they have
often been known to drop their esws in (e nest of the
eonmmon Den, when tha lappened to be i e fields,
or ab a small distanco from the house, The twa
partridies above mentioned were raised in this TANIer §
and it was particularly remarked by the lady who save
me e i]lhli'lllni[itlll, that the hen st for several days
after hor own epes were hatehed, wniil the young
quails made their appearance,

The partridge, on her part, has sometimes been
employed to hatel the exes of the common domestie
hen, A friend of mine, who bimself made the EXHEF-
ment, informs me, that, of several hen's cors which he
substituted in place of those of the partridge, <he brought
out the whole ; and that, for several weeks, hie oceasion-
ally surprised her, in vavious parts of the plantation,
with her brood of ehickens; on which occasions she
exhibited all that distressful alarm, and practised lher
ustal manwuvres for their preservation. 1 after
they were considerably orown, aml larger than the
partridae hersell, she continned to Jead them about
but, thongh their notes or call were those of common
ehickens, their manners Dad all the shyness, timidity,
and alarm of young partridees ; rooming with great
rapidity, and squatting in the o cactly in the
manner of the partridee.  Seon after this, thiey disap-
peared, having probably been destroyed®y dogs, by the
on, or by bivds of prev. Whether the domestic fowl
it not by this method be very soon bronght back
to its original savage state, and therely supply another
additional subjeet for the amusement of the sportsman,
will searcely admit of a doubt. But the experiment, in
oviler to secnre its suceess, would require to be mado
in & quarter of the conntry less exposel than ours te
the ravages of guns, traps, dows, and the deep snows of
winter, that the new tribe mizht have full time to
become completely naturalized, and well fixed in all
their native habits,

3
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About the '|||H_f'|_||11i||;_r of ﬁf‘]ﬁt{‘mfn‘-r, the il'll:llllﬁ b‘l.'i'l-'lg
now nearly full grown, and associated in flocks, or
coveys, of from four or five to thirty, afford considerable
spart o 1he munner. At this fime the notes of the

wile are most frequent, clear, and lowd, 1lis eommon
all consist= of two notes, with sometimes an introduc=-
ory one, and is similar to the sonnd {II':I!‘HI'I.'II Ly
provowncing the words * Bol White."  This eall may
be easily imitated by whistling, s0 as to deceive the
bird it=elf, and brine it wear.  While uttering this,
Lie is usnally perched on a rail of the fence, o1 on a low
limb of an apple tree, where e will sometimes xit,
repeating, at short intervals, * Bol White,” for half an

iiclet, or corner of o tield, and abowt ke wing,

oy make a low twittering sound, not unlike that of
young chiclens ; and, when the covey is dispersed, they
are called torether agnin by a lowd and frequently
repeated note, peeuliarly expressive of tenderness and
auxiely.

The food of the partvidee consistz of grain, seeds,
insectz, and berries of varions kinds, Buckwheat and
Indian corn arve particular favourites.  In September
and October, the buckwheat fields afford them an
abundant supply, as well as o secure shelter,  The
usually voost at wight in the middle of a field on 1Iig{
ground; and from the metanee of their dung
Leing often found in sich places in one vound Leap, it
is wencrally conjectured that they voost in a cirele, with
their heads outwards, each individoal in this position
forming 2 kind of guand to prevent sorprise, They
also continne to lodge for several nights in the same

ok,

The partridge, like all the rest of the gallinaceois
order, flies with a loud whirring sonnd, occasioned by
the shortness, concavity, and rapid motion of its wings,
and the comparative weight of its body. The steadi-
ness of its hovizontal fight, however, renders it no
difficult mark to the sportsman, partienlarly when
assisted by Lis sagacions pointer, The flesh of this bird

hour ot a time. When a eovey are assembled in oo
‘T ].,
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is peculiarly white, tender, and delicate, unequalled, in
these qualities, by that of any other of its genus in the
United States,

The quail, as it is ealled in New England, or the
partridge, as in Pennsylvania, is nine inches long,
fourteen inches in extent; the Lill is Llack ; line ow
the eyve, down the neck, and whele chin, pure whitt
bounded by a band of Wack, which desconds and spreads
broadly over the throat ; the eye is dark hazel; erown,
neck, and upper part of the breast, ved brown; sides of
the neck, spotted with white and black on a reddish
brown ground ; back, scapulars, and lesser coverts, red
brown, intermixed with ash, and sprinkled with black ;
tertials, edged with yellowish white; wings, plai
dusky ; lower part of the breast and belly, pale :.'--Iluwisl
white, beaatifully marked with numerons coryd
spots or arrow-heads of black ; tail, ash, sprinkled with
reddish brown ; lers, very pale ash.

The female differs in having the chin and sides of
the head yellowish brown, in which dress it bas been
deseribad as a different kind.  There is, however, only
one species of quail at preseot known within the
United States.

GEXUS XXXVIIL—-TETRAD, Taxxas,
SUNGERUS L — FONASTA, DONAFARTE,
19]. TETRAO CNPELLDS, LINKEUS AND WILSON,
WUFFED GRODSE.
WILSON, PLATE. XLIX — PDINsUiRcH COLLEUE MUSEUL

Tuis is the partridge of the Lastern States, and il
pheasant of Peunsylvania and the southern districts,

This elegant species is well known in almost EVeTY
quarter of the United States, and appears to inhabit
a very extensive rapge of conntry, It is eommon at
Moose Fort, on Hudson's Bay, in lat. 3195 is frequent
in the upper parls of Georgia; very abundant in
Kentueky and the Indiana territory; and was found
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by Captains Lewis and Clarke in erossing the great
range of mountains that divide the waters of the
Columbia and Missouri, more than three thousand
miles, by their measurement, fronm the mounth of the
*ll'l', Its favourite places of resert are high moun-

nz, covered with the balsam pine, hemlock, sl sueh
ae eversreens.  Unlilee the pinnated grouse, it always
prefecs the woods ; is seldom or never found in open
pliins; but loves the pine sheltered declivities of
mouniains streams of water.  This great dilference
of disposition in twe species, whose food seems to be
1'|.p:||_'IJ,' the zame, is very l:)‘,[l'.i{ll'fhlllill'}', In those open
plains called the Barrens of Kentucky, the pinnated
rrouse was seen in oreat numbers, lut nene of the
ffed; while, in the hizh sroves with which that
wlar tract of country is interspersed, the latter, or
pheasant, was frequently met with ; but not a single
wdividual of the former,

The native haunts of the pheazant being a cold,
hieh, mountainons and woody eountry, it is natural to
gxim:t that, as we descend from thenee to the sea
shores, and the low, flat, and warm climate of the
Southern States, these birds should become more rare §
and such indecd is the ease. In the lower parts of
Caroling, Georgia, and Florida, they are very seldom
observed; but, as we advance inland to the mountains,
they again make their appearanee, In the |uw1'rI1mrtu
of New Jersey, we indeed oceasionally meet with them
but this is owing to the more northerly situation of the

country ; for even here they are far less mumerous than
among the mountains, ‘
D¢ Turten, and several other English writers, have
plken of o long-tailed grouse, said to inhabit the back
harts of Virginia, which cin be no other than the
present species, there being, as far as T am acqua
only these two, the ruffed and pinnated grouse,
, mative within the United States.
The manners of the pheasant are solitary ; they are
| seldom found in coveys of more thau four or five
together, and more usually in pairs, or singly. They
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leave their sequestersd haunts in the woods enrly in
the morning, sl seek the ]mﬂ: or road, to pick up
gravel, and glean among the droppings of the horses,
In travelling among the wountaing that bound thas
Susquehanna, I was always alle to furnish mys
with an abundant supply of these binds every morni
without leaving the |:l.'l.l1)|. I the weather be forey, or
lowering, they are suro to boe seen in suweh gituations,
They generally move along with great stateliness. The
dramming, as it is usually ealled, of the pheasant, is
another singularity of this speeies.  This is performed
Ly the male alone,  Dnowalling theough solitary woods,
frequented by these birds, o stranger is surprised by
suddenly hearing a kind of thumping very similae to
that produced by striking two F||I]|-'||5|1|1-|-|.| ox-Dladide
together, ut much Jonder ; the strolies at first are &
and distinet ; but gradually increase in rapidicy, till thdy
run into each other, resembling the rumbling sound of
very distant thunder, dying away gradually on the ear,
After a fow minutes’ pause, this is again repeated, and,
in a ealm day, may be heard nearly hall a mile off
This drumming iz most common in spring, and is the
all of the cock to his favourite female, It is produced
in the following manoer: The bird, standing on an
old prostrate log, menerally in a retived and sheltered
situntion, lowers his wings, erects lis expanded tail,
contracts his throat, clevates the two tufts of feathers
on the neck, and inflates his whole body, something in
the manner of the turkey cock, strutting and wheeling
about with great stateliness.  After a few manmuyres
of this kiod, he begins to strile with his stiffened wings
in short and quick strokes, which becoms more and
maore rapid until they ran into each other, as has beT"’
already deserilbed.  This is most common in the mo
ning and m‘m.l.iuz:,ﬂumg'h I have heard them dreommin
at all hours of the day, Dy means of thig, the gunner
is led to the place of his retreat; thongh, to those
unagequainted with the sonnld, there is great deeeplion
in the supposed distance, it generally appearing to be
much pearer than it really iz
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The pheasant begins to pair in April, and builds its
nest early in May, This is placed on the ground, at the
rosiet ol g Danasle, alid '|1Ii'_’1 ar ather sheltered il :.'ulilur:‘r
situation, well surrounded with withered leaves,  Un-
litge that of the quail, it i apen aboy il i “,..||;|tl_-'r
g nposed of dey leaves and s s are from

mie G Gifteen i number, ol o brownish white, with=
out any spots, and wearly as b as those of o pullet,
The yvoung leave the nest ns soon as Bintehed, il e
directed by the cluck of the mother, very mueh i the
manner of the common hen,  Ou being surprised, sho
exlibits all the distress amd affectionate manoayres
of the quail, and of most other birds, to lewd you away
from the spot. 1 onee started a ben pheasant with a
sinele young one, seemingly only o few days old ; there
nhirht lave been more, but 1 observid only this ome,

e mother Muttered Lefore -me for o mm et Lt
gsuddenly darting towards the young one, seized it in
her bill, and fBew off along the surface through the
woods, with great steadiness and rapidity, till she was
bevond my sight, leaving me in great surprise at the
ineident. I made o very close and active search around
the spot for the rest, bt without sneeess,  Tere was
a steiking instanee of something more than what is
termed Dlind instinet, in this remarkabile devintion from
her usual manenvres when she bas o numerous hrood,
It would bave been impossible for me (o have injured
this affectionate mother, who had exbibited such an
¢ example of presence of mind, reason, and sound Judyg-

ment, as must have convineed the most bizoted advo-

eates of mere instinct. To carey off o whole brood in
this manner af onee would bave been i possible, wul
to attempt to save one at the expense of the rest would

wnnatural.  She therefore usually takes the only
rossible mode of saving them in that vase, by decoying

the person in pursuit of hoerself, |||:|' sueh n natural imi-

tation of lameness as to impose on most people,  But

here, in the case of o xilr_-_rllu solitary young one, she
instantly altered her plan, and adopted the most simple
and effeciual means for its preservation,

] e
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The pheasant generally springs within a fow yards,
with o lowd 1.1.‘]1i.:'ri|lg s, anmdld Mies with great 'l.'iguur
throngh the woods, beyoml reach of view, before it
alights,.  With a pood dog, however, they are easily
found ; and at seme times exhibit o singular degreegof
infatuation, by looking dewn from the branches 'I-'I-'|I1%
they sit, on the dog below, whe, the more noise
}-:N‘]h.' 1], Sees the more to confiese anid .-\h'l|r'lill|‘ 1|I{‘I‘I‘!'
g0 that they may be shot down, one by one, till the
whole are Killed, without attempting to fy off. In such
eazes thoze on the lower limbs must be takon fiest 3 for,
should the upper ones be fest Killed, in their fall they
alarm those below, whe immediately y off,  In deep
snows they are usually taken in_ traps, commonly dead
traps, _li|_|_|:|'|ur||,'1| I!_'|' a frare 4 1.l'-l"_f;._f1"'l"1 Al this seaso 1y
when suddenly alarmed, they frequently dive into e
amow, particularly whea it has |u~1.1l|_-|r fallen, and, comite
out at a eonsiderable distanee, aain talee wing, They
are pretty hard to kill, and will often carry off a large lowd
to the distanee of two handreed yards, and 1|m1: down
dead. Sometimes, in the depth of winter, they approach
the farm house, and lurk wear the barn, or about the
marden,  They have also been often taken young, aml
tamed, so as to associate with the fowls; and their .
perers have frequently been hatched under the common
hen; but these rarely survive until full grown,  They
are excecdingly fond of the seeds of grapes; ocea-
sionally eat ants, chestnuts, blackberries, and various
veretables.  Formerly they were nomerous in the
immediate vicinity of ]‘lﬁlil;}l‘l shin but, as the woods
were eleared and population inereased, they retreated
to the interior. At present there are very fow to be
found within several miles of the city, and those only -
singly, in the most solitury and retived woody recess ¥4

The pheasant is in best order for the table in Sep-
tember and October, At this season they feed chiclly
on whertleberries, and the little red aromatic partridge-
berries; the last of which give their flesh a peenlior
delicate flavour. With the former our mountaing are
literally covered from August to November; and these
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constitute, at that season, the greater part of their
food.  During the deep snows of winter, they have
reconrse to the buds of alder, and the tender luods
of the lourel. 1 have frequently found their CPOIS
istended with o large handful of these latter alone ;
4111 it has been confidently asserted, that, after having

d for some time on the Inurel buds, theie esh becomes
|iighl_1r dangrerous to cat of, partaking of the oisonous

uslities of the plant.  The seome bas been asserted of
the flesh of the deer, when, in severe weather and deep
snows, they subsist on the leaves and bark of the
laurel.  Though 1 have myself ate freely of the flesh
of the pheasant, after emptyine it of luge quantities of
lawrel buds, without experiencing any bl consequeners,

et, from the respectability of those, some of them
eminent physicians, who have particalarized cases in
ieh it has proved deleterious, and oven fatal, T am
inclined to believe, that, in certain cases, where this
kind of food has been long continned, amd the lirds
allowed to remain undrawn for several days, until the
contents of the crop and stomach have had time to
diffuse themselves through the flesh, as is too often the
case, it may be unwholesome amd even dangerous.
¢ Greatnumbers of these birds are brought to our markets,
at all times, during fall and winter; some of which
are brought from a distanee of more than a hondred
miles, and lave been probably dead a week or two,
unpicked and undrawn, before they are purchased for
the table. Regulations, prohibiting them from being
brought to market unless picked and drawn, wonld,
very probably, be a suflicient secarity from all danger,
At these inclement seasons, however, they are generaily
;'.‘ ean and dry ; and, indeed, at all times, their flesh is far
ferior to that of the quail, or of the pinnated grouse,
They are usually sold, in Philadelphia market, at from
three quarters of a dollar to a dellar and a quarter
a-pair, and sometimes higher.

The pheasant, or partridge of New Englind, is
cighteen inches long, and twenty-three iuches in
extent ; bill, a horn colour, paler below ; eye, reddish

: *
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Taeel, immediitely above which iz a small spot of hare
shin, of a scarlet colour; crested; head and ueck,
variegated with baek, red breown, white, aml pala
browng =iles of the week, fienished with a fult of
large lack Feathers, l“'["r“-l"-!lill.i' or thirty in unmber,
which it oceasionally raises; this tuft covers o lurg
space of the neek destitnte of feathers; body aliove,
brizht rust colonr, marked with oval spots of y Aowish
white, and sprinkled with blacl; wings, n alive
brown, exteriorly edged with white, spotted with olive;
the tail is ronnding, extends five inchies beyond the
tips of the wings, s of a bright reddish brown, beauti-
fully marked with numerons wavine transverse lors of
||I.|_|_-l.;. i= also erossed il:l." a biroad bamd of black, within
Dalf am inel of the tip, which is bluish white, thickly
gprinlded anil specked with black ; Body below, white
marked with large Llotches of pale bhrown ; the les
arve covered half way to the feet with hairy down of
Trownish white eolour; lems and feet, pale ash; toes,
sectinated along the sides; the two exterior ones
Joined at the base, as far as the first joint, by o mem;
brane ; veut, yellowish rust colour.
~ The female, and young birds, differ in having the
pulf or tofts of feathers on the neck of a dark brown
colonr: a2 well as the-bar of black on the tal melining
mueh to the same tint,

-

SUBOEXUS Il —FETRAD, YIEILL.
102, FETRAO CUPIDD, LIN¥. AXD WILS — FINNATED OROUEL
WiLs0¥, FLATE XETII, FIG. L MALTL

Brrorr T enter on a detail of the olservations which
I have myself personally made on this singular species,
I shall lay before the reader a compreliensive and ve
civenmstantial memeir on the subject, communicated ¢
me by the writer, Dr Somuel Lo Mitehell, of New
York, whose exertions, both in his ]Imlili-' wnd private
eapacity, in behalf of science, and o clucidating the
natural history of his country, are well known, and
highly lhousurable to lis di:tinguislled situation aud
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ies,  That peenlioe tract, generally knowa by the
e of the Breoasliy Phins of Losnner Ishand, ||i|I|'i"‘;‘r I-""""“;

1
for time immemorial, the resart of the bind mow befora

we, some aceount of this prartienlar s 1I-|'1‘|||I.||1['}'
seemed necessarily connected with the subject, s hat,
aceordingly, been obligingly attended 1o by the learnel
I11'u|:|".\.'-°|_'||'.

¥ New York, Sept. 19, 1810,

“ Dear Sn,=1t gives me wuch pleasure to reply
to your letter of the 12th instant, asking of me infor-
nudion eoncerning the grouse of Long Island,

% The birds which are known there empliatically by
the wame of grouse, inhabit chiclly the Torest rame,
This district of the istand way be estimated s leing
between forty and fifty miles in length, extending from
Bethphage, in Queon's County, to the neighlourhood
of the court-howse, in Saffolk, Tts Lresdth is not
more than six or seven,  For, although the island iy
Bounded by the Sound separating it from Connectient
on the north, and by the Athintic Ocean on the sonth,
there is a margin of several miles, on each side, in the
actual possession of human beings,

“ The rexion in which these birds reside lies maostly
within the towns of Oysterbay, Huntington, Islip,
Smithtown, and Brookbaven ; though it would Le
incorrect to say, that they were not to be met with
sometimes in Riverhead and Sonthampton,  Their ter-
ritory has been defined by some sportsmen, as situated
between Hempstead Plain on the west, and Shinnecock
Plain on the east.

* The more popular name for them is heatli-lens,
By this they are designated in the act of our legislature
for the preservation of them and of other mame, |
well remember the passing of this law : The bill was
introduced by Cornelius J, Bogert, Esi. a member of
the Assembly from the city of New York. It was in
the month of Febroary, 1791, the year when, as a
representative from my native county of Queens, I sar,
for the first time, in a legislature,

YOL. iI. X It
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“ The statute declares, among other thines, that the
person whio shall Kill oy heath-hen within the counties
il =ndlolle or (reens, betweon the st diy of April and
the Gthoabay of Oetober, shall, for every sueh ofllence,
fupteit anl pay the s of twe dollars aed a lilf, to ba
I'.'|-|l'|.|'4'|'l|.| with costs of .\.uih h}' wny person whio shall
e e thee sme, bsfope Y Jusbice of the e,
w either of the said connties @ the one hall 1o o paid
to the plasntil, amd the other half (o the oveprseers of
the poor; awd, 0 any heath-lien, so Lilled, shall e
fonesd 0 the El|b\=|‘=\i1l1| ol WY [IErEon, I shall Lie
dernneil :_-'||i|l:.' of the offence, and suffer the pl‘l!:lh:!'-
: Eut it is provided, that no defendont shall be convieted,
widess the action =hall be hroneht within three wonths
alter the violation of the law.®

i The country seleetod |II!.' these I'M|IIIF:~i.ll.‘ Dirids
rerpuives o more particular deseription, You aleewdy
mderatand it to e the midbod and interior disteiel of
the i.‘-lﬂllll. Ttl.q' anil of this island i:_, l_::"|||'|'i|”II.' Hi:ui':lr,iu:_fL
sy or pravelly loam, o the parts less adapted to
tillage, it is wore of an unmized sand, This is so
mueh the ease, that the shore of the beaches heaten by
the ocean aflords a material from which ;1.”.-.' has been
prepared.  Silicious grains and particles predominate
in the pesion closen IL}' the heath-hens or s,
Here tlhiere are no rocks, and very fow stones of any
kiml.  This sandy tract appears to be a develiction of
the ocean, but is, nevertheless, not doomed to total
sterility,  Many thousand acres have been reclaimed
from the wild state, and rendered very productive to
mun ; and within the towns frequented by these bivds

T T i

* The slsetor has proliably forgotten a circumstance of rather

lulicrows kil that cecurred at the passing of this low, and which
wisy ot long ago, velatisl w0 me by oy friend Mr Ganliner, of
Gardiner’s lland, Long Island,  The Inll was entitlel, “ An Act
for the preservation of heathi-hen and other pune,”  The honest
chairmean of the A==embly, no sportsnian, 1 sappose, read the utle,

l An Act for the preservation of Hleathen aml otler game ! which
seetnel to astonish the northers membiers. who eoulil ol see the
| propricty of preserving Trdicas, or any other Heathen.

-
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there are numerons inhalitants, and among them son
ol our mnst 1.1.|'.1|ll|1'r farmers,

SOt within the same lmits, there are also teacts of
grroat extont where oren linve no settlements, and others
where the popnlation is spare anil scanty,  Theso are,
however, by oo means, nkeld deserts ; they are, on
the ewntrary, covered with trees, shreubs, and smnller
plants.  The trees ave mastly pitch-pines of inferior

: giae, and white oaks of o small growthe  They are of
iuality very Nt for burning,  Thousawds of cords of

bosthy gorts of iee-woodl are annually exported from these
bierpens,  Vast quantities are oceasionally destroyed by
1 thae fires wlich, throngh carclessness or aceident, sproad

il far and wide throneh the woods, The city of Now

York will probably, for ages, devive fuel from thy grouse

I' ‘gruumls. The luwl, after having been cleared, yiehls

Liv thql 1:|.|.!|_i_l.'ut|||_‘ !mm‘ ¢|'4r|r<. L-'I.llih'-i-, |:h--1-ur'-rr|-, (I oan

lielp it by mannre, the best disposition is 1o let it grow

up to forest again.  Experience has proved, that, in o

term of forty or lilty years, the new growth of timber

will b fit for the axe. Hence it may be perceived, that

the reproduction of teees, and the protection they afford

to heath-lens, woull be perpetual, or, in other words,

! not civcumseribed by any caleulable time, provided the
porseetitors of the latter would be quict.

“ Beneath these trees rrow more dwarfish eaks, over-

& r.l_‘mling thi surface, sometimes with here and there o

shrab, and sometimes a thicket. These latter are from

about two to ten feet in heizht. Where they are the

principal product, they are ealled, in common conversa-

* tion, brash, as the Dats on which they srow are termed

brushy plaing,.  Amowr this bardy shrubbery may

i frequently be seen the creeping vegotable named the

mrtridgeherry, covering the sand with its lasting ver-

nre. o many spots, the plant which produees hartle-

berries sprouts up amony the other natives of the soil.

These are the wore important ; thongh T onght to inform

you, that the hills reaching from enst to west, and

torming the spine of the island, support kalmias, hicko-

ries, and many other species; that 1 bave seen azulins
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and andromedag, as 1 passed through the wilderness

— amd that, where there is water, |-:r-,|1_|g'-]"-r;'i1_-,;, ﬂ]'d'l"l!l.
becehes, maples, and other lovers of moisture, take their
sLigions,

= This region, situated thus between the more thickly
inhabited strips or belts on the noeth and south sides of
the dslandd, i< much travelled by wagons, and intersected
aceondingly, by a great wamber of paths,

* As to the bivds themselves, the information T possess
searcely amounts o an entive history,  You, whe know
the diffienlty of collecting facts, will be the most ready
to excuse my deficieucies,  The information 1 give yon
is snch a5 Lrely on. For the purpose of gathering the
materials, 1 bave repeatedly visited their haunts, 1
have liljewise conversed with several men whe were
brousht up ot the precinets of the grouse-gronmd, whi
haadd been witnesses of their halits and manuwers, who
were acenstomed to shoot them for the market, and
who have acted as guides to gentlemen who go there
for sport,

# Brelh,— An adult gronse, when fat, weizhs as mueh

3
#

- ag a barn door fowl of moderate size, or about threo
ponnds avoirdupois, Dot the engerness of the sports-
I nian s so great, that a lavge proportion of these they

Kill are but a few months ul':l, and have not attained thene
complete growth, Notwithstanding the protection of
the ;nw, it is very common to disrezard it, The retived
mature of the situation favours this. It ix well under-
stood that an arrangement ean be made whiel will
Iind and silence informers, and that the gun is fired
with impunity for weelis befove the time preseribed in
the act,  To prevent this unfair and wulawiul practice,
an association was formed a few years ago, under the
title of the Brush Club, with the express and avowed’
intention of enforcing the game law, Little Liewefit,
however, has resulted from its laudable exertions ;
and under a conviction that it was impossilile to keep
the poachers away, the society declined. At present
the statute may be considered as operating very little
towards their preservation, Urutu:o,e;pcri:ulﬁ- full grown

Biasn oo o |
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ones, are beooming less frequent,  Their numbers are
gradually diminishing ; and; ag<ailed as they are on all

;
sides, alinost without eessati their searcity iy L
il extermination,

viewed as forehoding their o

W Peioe, : | wenly e '~ agir, u brace of eronse conld
(I |u.l||_"h1 For o dollur, ||l|'_1' now eost Irom theee o
five dollars, A handsome paie seldom sells in the Xew

York murket now -..I-il-l_'l.":'. for loss thon thirey shillines=,
[three dollirs, seventy-i

y-live l'i"l.“":.,l nor for more 1lan
torty, (ive dotlars,]  These prices indicate, indeed, the
rl.vpn‘l.'i.lfi:-:ﬂ of T LY andd the ]|rx|||"l|' of eatine,  They
Prave, at the samo 1J'IIII'~ that orronEe are hecome 1'i|1'|.";
and this fact is admitted by every man who seeks them,
whether for Irh*.ulu':' ir |1;l‘ prul.i.l_

* Amours,— The season for pairing is in Mareh, and
the breeding time s comtinned flironsh April and :'ILLJ,'.
Then the male grouse distingnishes himself by a pecaliae
gound. When he utters it, the parts albwut the throat
are sensibly inflated amd swelled, Tt may be heard on
a still morning for three or more miles; some say they
have perceived it as far as five or six.  This noise is a
sort of ventriloquism, 1t does ot strike the ear of o
l.l_'l':~1.1l:l.l'|.|.'r with much foree, but i|||]||1,':~.-.l'-. i with the
idea, thourh Erl‘lHlIll'q'ﬂ within a few rods of II;III, ol i
voiee a nnle or two distaut,  This note iz highly ¢h
teristic.  Though very peeuliar, it is termed foofing,
from its resemblanee to the blowineg of o conch or horn
from a remote quarter.  The female makes her nest on
the sround, in recesses very rarely discovered by men,
She usually lays from ten to twelve egrs, Their colour
ig of a rownish, much resemblivg those of a goinea
hen, When lutelied, the brood is protected by her
b alone.  Suwrrounded by her young, the mother bivd

7 exceedingly resembles a domestic hen amd chickens.

She Frequently leads them to feed in the roads erossing
the woods, on the remains of maize ool oals l.'ulllu.ilmili
in the dung deopped by the travelling horses. Do that
employment they are often surprised by the passengers,
O such oceasions the dam wtters a ory of alarm,  The
little ones immediately scamper to the brush ; and while
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they are skulking into places of safety, their anxions
wirenl begmiles the spectator by drooping mul fluttering
|'l-'l' wings, limping aloug the 1|-:|1 b, rolling over in the
dizt, sl other pretences of inability to walk or fly,

* oo — A favourite artiele of theie diet s tho
deatl-fien plian, or parteidgeherry before mentioned, &
They are ol of burtleberdes amd eraneberries. Worms
aml inseets of several kinds gre oer sioeunlly fomul 1n
their crops,  But, in the winter, they snbsist chivtly on
acornsg, amd the bads of teees which have ghed theire
leaves,  Tn their stomachs have been sometimes ol
served the leaves of o plant sopposed to he 2 winter
grecn 3 oand it s said, when they are mueh pineled,
H:Il'llu' betake themselves 1o the uds of the |Li.||q~, In
CONVEnien [Hhaes, r!u-}- sewve been Koow n o entercleared
Belds, and reeale themselves on the leaves of ¢loy '
and old sunners have H"I""”"'l. that I!u':\. bavee liasem
known to irespass upon patelies of buelowheat, and pick
up the grains,

“ Migeation.— They ave stationary, and never known
to quit their ahode, " There are no facts showing in
them any disposition 1o migration. On frost v IO,
anel during snows, they perel on the upper branches of
pine irees.  They avoid wet and swampy places, and
are N'!tl-ll'!iillI]_'l.' attached to 1i|'ll.' erounid,  Thie low and
open hrush is prefereed (o hish sheubbery and (hickets,
Iuto these latter places, they iy for refuge when closely
wessed v the hunters : 1 here, under a still’ and
nupenctrabile coyver, Tih":l.' exenpe the pursuit of does nmi
men. Water is o seldom met with on the true grouse
;..’1'::!III|I.|. thiat it i5 neceszary (o carry it alower for the
pointers to drink.  The flizhts of srouse are short, hut
siililen, I'.'I.i-ir|, and whirring, | have not heanl of uny =t
sieeess i Bming thewm, They secm 1o vesist all attempts r
at domestication, In {his, as well o8 in many other
vespects, they vesemble the quail of New Yorl, or the
partridge of Pennsylvania,

“ Matsers.— During the period of mative, and whilo
the femples are ocenpied in inenlation, the wales hive
& practice of assembling, principally by thems:
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To s select and central spot where there is very littlo
winlerwnd, they repair from the adjoining district, —
From the exercizes peeformed there, this i= cabled u
T ."-r."r'.fu'.'ly ||r|"r-'|c'-". The tiwe of meeting is the hreak
of day.  As soon as the light appenrs, the company
st Dl diromm PerY hi|||'1 sodmetinies to the ntnmlier of

forty we tifte,  When the dawn is past, the ceremony
Legtns by o low tuoting from one of the cocks. Thi=

1s answered E’."' another, T'lu*:.' then come forth one

by one from the bishes, and strut about with all the

pride and ostentation they can display.  Their necks

are inenrvated 3 the feathers on them are crected into

aosort of roli’; the plines af” their tils ane L'S]iiilllh‘ll

l like Fans; they strut alout in a style resemblivg, os

nearly as small way be illastrated by great thie [romp

of the tudsey eock, They seem to vie with cacl other

in stateliness 3 anid, a5 they pass each other, frequently

cast looks of insult, and uiter notes of defianee,  These

are the sienals for lattles,  They engage with wonler-

Ful spiric and lereceness, Dringe these confests, they

leap o foot or two from the ground, and utier a cackling,
'$|.'H'i|'|||i!|‘_[1 anil discordan L

" 'I"||.|:-_r have been found in these ]'I!LII'I".‘- of resort

even exrlier than the appearance of light in the east,

Thiz Fiet has led to the belief that a '|Ii||| of them

assemble over wisht,  Tle rest join them in the morning.

This leads to the farther helief, that they roost on the

gronud.  And the opinion is confirned by the discovery

of little rings of dung, apparent]y deposited by a flock

which lad Emp.-.--ﬂ the night towetlier.  After thee appear-
ance of the san, they disperse.

« These places of exhibition have been often dis-

covered by the hunters; and a fatal discovery it has

\f Leen for the poor srouse.  Their destroyers construet

for themselves loekine holes made of pine branches,

called B Dowses, within a few yurds of the porade,

Hither they vepair with their fowling-picees, in the

Iatter part of the night, and wait the appesrance of the

Lirds.  Watching the moment when two ave prouidly

eyeing each other, or engaged in battle, or when a

—_— T TS
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greater number can be seen in a range, they pour on
them a destroctive charge of shot.  This annoyance lins
beeems gwiven in =0 many places, and to such extent, that
the gronse, after il:l'i'i.h;; been re watedly disturbell, are
alvand 1o assemble, Oy approaching the spot to which
their fnstingt prompts them, they percl on the neigh-
bouring troes, instead of aliglting ot the seritching-
pleee. And it remnins to be observed, how far the
restless amd tormenting spivit of the marksmen may
alter the wative habits of the growse, anil ollise them
to betale themselves (o new w

“ They commouly keep together in coveys, or packs,
as the |,.|'|r:|,.-u is, notil the pairiog season, A ful !uwl.i
consists of course of ten or o dozen, Twao racks have
been uown to associate, | larely heard of one whose
number amonnted o twenty-two, They are so nuapt
to be startled, that a hunter, assisted by o dog, has
been abile to shoot almost a whole pack, without making
any of them talie wine,  In like nuiner, the men Lying
in eoncealment near the seratehing plices, have been
known to discharge several muns before either the
report of the explosion, or the sight of their wonnded
and dead Fellows, would rouse them 1o flight, It has
farther been remarked, that when a eomprEmny of sportss
men lave surrounded a paeke of wrouse, the rds seldom
i se upon their pinions while they are encireled :

bt each runs along until it Passes the person that is
tearest, and then futters off with the utmost expedi
tiomn,

** As you have made no inguiry of me coneernin

i the
orpithio al charneter of these Inrds, T have not
mentioned it, presuming that vou are already perfectly
acquainted with their classification and deseription,
In a short memoir written in 18K, an printed i the
cighth volume of the Medical Ltepository, T ventured
an opinion as to the zenos aml species, Whether I
wis eorrect i a techuical matter, which 1 leave yoiu
to adjust. T am well aware 1lat European accounts
ol ony Productions are alten erroneous, mul require
revision and amendwment.  This yoir must perform,

h A B
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For mie 1t remains to el my jn:r at the n.rpnrtunit}r
your invitation luas afforded me to contribule somewhat
Tuk Y elosant w urk, el at the sanmie fime Ty p=san e
you oy earnest |Hl|l-l' that you may be favoured with
mll||1u niuis fo eonmp vl i,

“ Bamuen L. Mitoueue.”

Ulll}' sensilile of the honour of the 1':.|'4-gninrnr Cilil=
munication, awl grateful for the good wishes with
whiel it 35 concluded, 1 shall now, in Grther elucidation
of the subject, subjoin o few pacticalars  properly
belomging to my own department.

It s somewlat extraorlinary that the Furopean
naturalists, in their variouws aceounts of our different
species of grouwse, shonld Lave said little ov nothing of the
one now before ns, 'I.I.'!1i|:"||I in irs 5'1!.!11'. SLTETTT T and
peculiarity of plumaze, is the most singular, and, in its
flesh, the most excellent, of all these of s tribe that
inhalat the territory of the United States, It seems to
bave escaped Catesby during his residence and different
tours through this conutry, and it was not till more
than twenty years after his return to Englid, viz. in
1743, that he first saw some of these birds, as he
informs us, al Cheswicle, the seat of the Earl of Wil-
mington, His lordship said they came from America;
but from what particular part, conld not tell.®  Duffon
has confounded it with the raffed growse, the common
partridge of New England, or pheasant of Pennsylvania
(tetran wmbelins); Edwards and Penvant have, how-
ever, discovered tlat it is a different specices ; but have
said little of its note, of its flesh, or peculiarities ; for,
alag! there was weither voice, nor action, nor delicacy

jnf flavour in the shrunk and decayed skin from which

the former tool his Ggure, and the latter his deserip-
tion ; and to this cirenmstanee must be atiributed the
Larrenness and defects of both, .

This rare bivd, thougl an inhabitant of different and
very distant districts of North Americs, is extremely

* Caveser, Car. pe 100, App.
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particular in selecting his place of residence ; pitching
ouly upon those tracts whose features anid productions
varrespond with his modes of Tife, and avoiding immense
intermediate regions that he never visits. ”}ﬁ'l'l dr_v
plains, thinly interspersed with trees, or partially 3
overgrown with shrab oak, are his fGvourite haunts.
Avcordinzly we find these birds on the gromse plains of <
New Jersey, in Burlington county, as well as on the
- brushy plains of Long lsland ; among the pivies anil
shrub oilis of Pocano, in Northampton connty, Penn-
sylvania; over the whole extent of the Duvens of
Rentucky + on the luxoriant pladns amd |1|'i'lilil.':~' of the
Indinmna |:--rr|'1n:'_1.', and Upper Il_,uui-.-:'unn; anil, aceording
to the infarmation of the late Governor Lewis, on the
vast and remote plaius of the Columbia river: in all 1
these places preservine the same singular habits,
Their predilection for such situations will be bost
neconnted for by cousidering the following facts and
cirenmsianees : — First, their mode of fieht is renerslly
direet, and laborions, aod i1 ealeulated foe the labivrintis
of a higliand thick IIHI'I'.'\.L erowided and interseeted with
trunlis and arms of trees, that roquire continml angular
evolution of wing, or sadden turnings, 1o which they
are, by o means, aecnstomed, [ liave alw va observed
them to avoid the hish tmbered sroves that eeeur here
and there in the Barrens.  Counected witl this faet,
is & eirenmstanee related to me by a very respectable
inhabitant of that country, viz. that oné forenoon a
eock gronse stenel the stone chimmey of his house with
such foree, as inssantly to full dead to the arannd,
Secoudly, their known dislike of ponds, marshes, or
watery places, which they avoid on all ovcasions, drinking
but scldom, and, it is belioved, never from such places, -
Even in confinement this peenliarity has heen I::lqeur

l notice of.  While Twas in the State of USRS, O
person living within a few miles of Nashville Lad eanght
e ol hien grouse inatrap ; and, being obliged to keep
ler in a lavwe cage, ns she struck and abused the rest .
of the poultey, he remarked that she never drank, and
that she even avoided that quarter of the cage wherse

D T e o
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the cup containing the water was placed,  Happening,
one dav, to let some waler il on the eare, it triekled
down gu drops along the bars, which the bivd no sooner
observedd, than she engerly picked them off, drop by
drop, with o dexterity that shewod she bad boen
Balityated ta this maode ol 1|III'||1'1|i!i:_|r lier thirst s o,
prrobulily, 1o this mode 1|1|EII.'1 i hose ||r1lc sl barren
Iracls, w |!H"'-|~, .-w--||r thi fr:uEr-i of |.||'1.1.'_ il 1|I'1|]1'\ af
rain, witer is very rarely to be met with. For the
L e of & werk 11H' witehed here |'!ll.~|'=:"r to diseover
whether she still refused (o drink H I-ur, |h‘1|'|"._"1l sl was
constantly fed on Indinn corn, the enp and water still
remained nuronched and netosted,  Yet no sooner did
he arain sprinkle water on the bars of the cage, i
she !‘:.ll_:vl-rl.:.' ail ;-.llr'ilt]_'r ’i;l'l.'\.'i"ll them off s Lelore.

Thae 1.‘I\1. .'LiLl:i, |rl'|||l.'lf--|}'1 the ~1I'II!1;1'.\1 'ill.lil:II_'l'h!i'“r
to their preforring these ploing, 15 the small acorm of
the shrah oak ; the strawberries, huckleberfies, and
partridechervies, with which they abowsd, and wlich
constitute the principal part of the food of these birds,
These 1JI'H.'-|I}' thiclets also afford thew excellent .-|||'][|_':|",
being almost impenetrable to dozs or binds of prey

Iu all these places where they inhabit, they are, in
the strictest seuse of the word, resident ; haviog their
particalar aunts, and places of rendezvous, (as deseribied
in the preceding acconnt;) to which they are strongly
attached.  Yet they have been known 1o abandon an
entire teaet of sneh conntry, when, ftom whatever case
it might proceed, it beenme nenin covered with forest,
A few miles south of the town of York, in Peunsylvania,
commences an extent of country, formerly of the ¢ha-
1 vacter described, vow chiclly covered with wood, lut

still retaining the nome of Berrens, Do the reeslleetion

of an old man born in that part of the eeuntry, this
tract abounded with gronse,  The timber srowing up,
in progress of vears, these binds totally disappeared ;
and, for a long period of time, he hid seen none of
them, wotil, migeating with lis fmily to Kentueky, on
entering the Bareens, he, one morning, recosnized 1he
well kuown music of his old acquaintance, the grouse ;
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which, he nssures me, are the very same with those he
Tusd Limown in Peonsylvani,

But what appears to me the most vemarkable cir-
camstanee relative to this bied, is, that vot ond® of all
those writers whe have :1!h-mph!1l its history, have
taken the least no of two exteaordinary bags of
yellow skin which mark the neek of the male, and
which constitute so striling o pecoliovity,  These
appear to be formed by an expansion of the cullet, as
well as of the exterior skin of the neck, which, whoen
the bird is at rest, hangs in loose, pendalous, weinkled
folds, along the side of the neel, the supplomental
wings, at the same Gme, a5 well as when the bicd
i3 flying, lving along the weck. Dot when theso
bags are indlated with air, in breeding time, they are
equal in size, nnd very mueh pesemble in eolour, o
middle sized fully vipe oranse, By means of this enrivnsg
apparatus, which is very observable several hundeed
yards off, he is enabled to produce the extraordinary
sound  mentioned alwves, whach, thouzh it iy .,::,1_-,“?-
be imitated, is yet diffieolt to deseribe by words, It
consists of three notes, of the same tone, resembling
those produced by the night hawks in theie rapid
descent; each strongly accented, the last being twice
a8 long ns the others.  When several are thus engaged,
the car is unable to distinenish the resularity of these
triple notes, there betngr, at such times, one continwed
Tummine, which is disazrecable and perplexing, from
the impossibility of ascertsininge from what distance,
or even quarter, it proceeds,  While uttering this, 1he
Lird exhibits all the ostentations mesticnlations of a
turley cock; erecting and Quttering his neck wings,
wheeling and passing  before the female, and closa
before his fellows, as in defianee, Now and then ara
hesrd some vapid cackling notes, not unlike that of &
person tickled to exeessive langhter; and, in short,
one e searcely listen to them without feeling disposed
to laugh from sympathy, These are uttered by tho
miiles while cn rred i fight, on which osecasion thay
leap up against each other, exactly in the mauner of

'S
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2 turkeys, seemingly with more waliee than effeet,  This
bumming continnes from o linde before davbreak to
eiht or nine o'clock in the morming, when the parties
.5|.'||.'|I‘:ml to seek for food,

=Fresh plonghed fields, in the vicinity of their resorts,
are sure o be visited by these bivds every morning,
wnil |J'i'l!|||'1|r|._'r' also in the l"l.'i‘1|il'|"|_". e o of (hese 1

i connted, at one tine, seventeen males 3 making such a
continaed sound, as, Lam persuaded, might have been
lieard For more than o mile off,  The people of the
Barrens informed me, that, when the wenther becme

' gevere, with suow, they approach the barn and farm
house, are sometimes seen sitting on the fences in
. dozens, mix with the ]n'_nlth'].', o glean np the seattered

grains of ludian corn, seemiug aluiost Dialt domnesticated,
At such times, great vumbers are taken in traps, No
ming, lowever, o 3_';I.II'.II.‘1|1.:H1, hus ever been persisted
. in, as faras 1 was informed, (o domesticate these delicious
Lirds. A e Reed, who lives between the Pilot Knobs
and Bairdstown, told we, that, a few vears ago, one of
his sons found a grouse’s nest with fifteen eges, which
he brought bome, and immediately placed Lelow a hen
then sitting, taking away her own,  The nest of the
gronse was on the grownd, wnder o tissock of lang grass,
formed with very little art, and few nisterials ; the eges
were brownizh white, and about the size of a puollet's,
In three or four days the whole were hatched,  Tonstead
of following the hen, they compelled her to run after
them, distracting her with the extent amd diversity of
their wanderings; and it wias a day or two before they
seemed to understand her language, or consent to be
gunided Ly her.  They were let out to the fields, where
they paid little regard to theiv nuese; and, v o few
" days, only three of them remained.  These became
extremely tame and familiar, were most r-xl;u-n fly-

cateliers 3 but, soon after, they alse disappeared,
. The pinnated grouse is nineteen inches long, twenty-
| soven inches in extent, and, when in good vrder, weighs
about three pounds and o ball; the veck s furnished
with supplemental wings, each composed of eighteen
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feathers, five of which are black, and about thres inches

lomer; the rest shovter, also bl dey streaked [:|t|~r.|_":r

- with beowen, wd of uonequal leneths; the head is slisimly
crested ; over the eye s an elesant semicireala® comb

i ol rich CREALENFC, W |'||r'|| the rrn'nl lias 1|||.l [rvivier of P.Ji,iii;’

]

]

or relaxing; wmder the neck wings, are two loose,
peadulous, aml wrnkled skins, extemling alpng the
sitde of the neck for two-thivds of its lengtl ;. ench of I
which, when inlated with air, resembles, in bl
eolonr, wnl surface, n middle sized oraire chin, erean
aolonred ; ander the eve rans a dark s i ol Lirow
whnle npprer parts, nnoftled |_|'.'|.||_-.'|.'1~|'.1.|-|1|' with bl 2
. reildish brown, and white; foil short, very mueh rounded,
wil of & plain brownish soot colonr = t e, .-]1-;;,1";]_1,-
mi with touches of redidizh L, white, ani
Blacts ; lower part of the broast and belly, pade brow,
ik el ransversely with white ; lees, coversd to the
toes with haicy down of a divty deab colonr ; fieet, dull
vellow ; toes, peetinnted ; vent, whitish ; bill, rownish
born ealowr; ey, reddish hazel. The female i3 con-
siderably II'.'\-\;. ol a lighter colonr; destitute of the
peck wings, the naked vellow skin on the "‘"-'1"| anil
the semiciccalar comb of yellow over the eye,

Ou disseeting these Linds, the guezard was found
extremely muscolar, having almost the harduess of a
stone ; e heart remarkably laree ; the erop was lilled
with brier kuats, containing the larvim of some inseet,
quantities of a species of green lichen, siall hard soeeds,
] and some grains of Indian corn,
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