Indian Cherry Cordia dichotoma G. Forst. Boraginaceae

In India, Cordia dichotoma is known as Padam, pahhiya or padmakashtha in Hindi. It has
cultural and religious significance. Among Hindus in Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand, it is
considered sacred and associated with Vishnu and Shiva. During Maha Shivaratri, the leaves are
used to make a wreath with wild citrus fruits, which is hung at the prayer altar. It is regarded as the
tree of the Gods in Uttarakhand, Acharya Manu notes when all the trees drop their leaves during the

harsh winter season, flowers grow in the leaves of the tree.
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