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WE now again prcsent our Readérs witheanother of
" Mg. SwATNSOR's mhmstmg Volumes oa the

| ©“ BIRDS OF wpxmm AFRICA.

out upon Omithology: and the subjects of these
~ have been Humming Birds imtwo volnmesg Pea-,

ks, Pheasants, Turkeys, &e. in one volume,
Bitds of the Game kind in anothes, Pigéons in a
fth, Parrots sixth, and Birds of Western Afiica
eventh and cighth. So far as these have gone, we
rust we shall be borne out in asserting, that in no

~ and interesting information upon this. beautiful
- department of Zoology brought together—detailed

in so agreeable u manner—and.at so cheap a rate ;
dwehm'e every reason to he satisfied that the
public® nppmmte ous labolws, m the continued

n .
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steady enooumgememt wluch The Nammhsts Li-
brary enjoys. ;

We have all along pmfs,vsod that we should
make the approbation of sur readers a stimulus to
further exertions, and in the volumes on the Birds
of Great Britain which are soon to follow) we trust
we shall be' found to have redeemed this pledge.
The first volwune is now far advanced, and will
conu.in the Vultires, Eagles, Hawks, and Owgs, oy '
a complete history of the Raptores or Birds of Prey ;
and altogetiier, we haye neyer succeeded with &
any illustrations more happily “than those for this
voleme, while at same timeit is one in \dnch the
Editor must feel himself as much or more at home
than in any of the others., The Memoir is to be
that of our countryman”the late S Rosert Sis-
BALD, from the pen of our friend who has contri-
buted thése of Sm Joseen Hanks and S Haks
SLoANE with so much credit to hinself and satisfac-
tion to our numerous readers.

3, 8. Jaums' SQUARE,
1847, 5
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Fiaxcs Le VAILLANTy a celebrated, traveller aad
oinithologist, was born in the year 1753 at Para-
maribo, the chief‘townin Dutch Guiana, where his
father, a rich merchant and a native of Metz in
France, held at that time che office of consul, The,
passion for foreign travel, which he evinced at a
very early age, was imbibed, as he himself informs
us, chiefly from the example of his father, who had
visited many parts of the world in course of his
commercial negociations. His taste for fowling,
which the extensive forests in that country esabled
him to gratify, even when a boy, to the utmost
limit of his wishes, was likewise acquired from his
father.

When only ten years old, he was brought to
Holland ; soon afterwards, he was removed with
the family to France; he then spent two years in
Germany, and seven in Lorraine. During that
period his principal amusement was bird-shooting,
but it was not pursued as a mere recreation. It
turned Bk attention to the study of ornithology, by

VOL. VIIL y r
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o ok sorve ﬂ\h\: character and habits of
the feathered tEbes

A 1le likewise accustomed him-

. self to stuff’ (he vary sies which fell under his

notice, until by de pbecame a proficient in
that art. g

In 1777 some accidental circumstance brought

him to Paris, where he‘had an opportunity of

inspecting the numeroas cebinets of natural history

in that city. Not satisfied with examining the A
inanimate forms of the many strange and beautifal -
Birds ke had Seeh 1n these collections, he conceivid
an irredistible desire of visiting, for the purpose of i

:

-

further observation, the countries where they were
to be found in their native state. i O

. Africa, which was tksn much less known to |
European science than it is now, appeared to lim ‘f(,
to be that quarter of the world best calculated to ’
inerecse his stock of new inforination, as well as to 1
rectify old errors in that peculiar department which |
was the great object of hig journey. France and J
England weie then at war; but this did not in the L
slightest degree damp the enthusiasm of M. Le Vail-

lant ; he embarked at the Texel on the 19th Decem- X
ber 1780, and arrived at the Cape of Good Hope .
on the 20th of March 1781. In order to collect as

much new information as possible, he proceeded in

one of the Dutch Company’s. vessels, which were

. then taking their departure from Saldanba Bay ; d

and it was whilé he sailed on board this ship that S
the fleet was attacked by an English squadron.
Unfortunztely the vessel which carried the whole



» MEMOIR or(,LB VAILLANT. 19

o 3

of his effects and traveRing materials was blown
into the air; leaving him entively destitute in that
distant country, besét with native savages on the
one hand, and a hostile ®rmament on the other.
“ My only resource (says He) was in my fowling-
piece, with only ten ducats in my purse, andsthe
light dress which I wore.”

In this perplexing «dilefama, withouteknowing
whithér to betake himself, or what steps to adopt,
he had the good luck to meet with an unexpected
friend®in Colonel Slaber, who received him ashis
&uest, and treated him with the kindliest hospitality.
M. Von Boers, secretary for the colony, likewise
tock®a warm interest.in his fate, and becamé a
valuable benefactor. ' -

After having spent nearly three montks at th
Cape, or in the neighbouring districts, addig occa-
sional specimens to his omnithological stocky"M. Le
Vaillant determined to prosecute his journey farther
to the eastward. Tn goneral he did not penetrate far
into the interior, but kept along the cbast ; he made
an excussion, however, into Caffraria as far as the
30th degree of longitude, and almost the 20th of
latitude. His reception by the native tribes was
friendly ; but as hostilities were then declared be-
tween them and the colonists, his progress was
interrupted, and he was obliged to return by a more
northern route across the mountainous regions of
Sneeuwe and Cambedon to the Cape, which he
reacheq in safety a‘ter an absence of about sixteen
months. g 2

»
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This first. excursion; hov ever, did not altogether
satisfy his' curinsity; ke unidertook several others
even into more distant regjons, and at length formed
the project of trayersing the whole African conti-
nent. e -

On the 15th of June 1783, he set out from the
Cape and directed his, cotirse towards the north.
This second journey was rmuch moye troublésome
and fatiguing than the first. The greater “part of
‘his equipage, which consisted of oxen, perished in
cotsequence of dlie”excessive aridity of the fountry
through ‘which he passed ; another t{an of his train
he was compelled to abandor on the left or gouth
bank of the Orange river. ‘In these discourliging
circumstances, and with %nly a small retinue of
Hottentnts, who had faithfully accompanied him
since kis outset, he prosccuted his enterprise; ad-
yancing into regions, then wholly unknown to
Europeans, and tdking as his guides those succes-
sive hotdes of savages through whose territories he
wandefed, and whosa friendship he had the good
fortune to propitiate by the frankness and affability
of his manners.

But the farther he proceeded, the more did he
become convinced that his original design was im-
practicable. At length he arrived among the Hou-
suanas or Bushmen, who subsisted by plunder, and
whose very name spread terror among all the adja-
cent tribes. Happily for our traveller he succeeded
in conciliating their good will » and Judging from
their' hardy.and 'daring character, he conceived the




accomplish the bold emtcrpnsc ks die Liggla
meditated. But this illusion e soon fonnd lnmself
"obliged to renounce; and*after,having prosecuted
his ornithological researches among them as€ar west
as the 14th degree, apd north to the tropic of @an-
cer, he resumed his joumey towards the Cape,
which he reached, not without eseaping inrumerable
perils, “within sixteen months aftér his departure.
His health having suffered from fatigue and the
effects’of the climate, he determined ‘on retwmiry to
Europe. Accordingly, on the 14th of July 17 84 :
he embarked for Holland, and in a few months
laridéd at Flushing. In January, the following
year, be repaired to Paris, where his time and
attention were entirely engrossed in arranging the
materials and ornithological observations he had
collected in his travels, andsin preparing kis jour-
unals for publication. g
« At that unfortunate period the FrcncT\ capital
was the bloody scene of those revoliitionary storms
which were then preparing to spread devastation
and ruin over the Continental kingdoms. Obscure
and peaceful as were the occupations of Mons. Le
Vaillant, he did not escape the calamities of that
terrible era. The jealous rivalry and hatred of con-
tend.mg factions fixed upon him as an object of
suspicion. ~ He was thrown into prison in the year
1793, and must inevitably have added another to
the thousand victims of the guillotine, had not the
averthrow of the notorious Robespierie paved the
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way for his liberation. “To the downfal of that
sanguinary tyrazt he owed the preservation of his
life. 4

Quitting these wretckid scenes of turbulence and
assassization, he retired to a small property which
he rossessed at Ia Noué, near Sezanne, and which
became his favourite residence during the remninder
of his lif>. In this agfecable retirement, his time
was divided between the composition of hid"works
and the gratification of his inextinguishable passion
foF bird-shooting, ‘which led him to make fréqgent
exeursiots into the fields and woodsin his vicinity.
Here he &pent the lust thirty years of his life,
sellom leaving his retreat unfess when occasiofidlly

opliged to visit Paris for tht purpose of superintend--

ing the printing of his works. He died on the 224
of November 1824, at the age of seventy-one.

M. Ee Vaillant wro‘e a considerable number of
volumer, the greater part of which were devoted to
the illusiration of his favouritc department of Ntu-
ral Hislory. The first work which he published
was entitled “ Travels in the Interior of Africa,
from the Cape of Good Hope." 1t appeared in
1790 at Paris, in 1 vol. 4to., or 2 vols. 8vo., with
engravings.  His next publication was “ A Second
Journey ints the Interior of Africa, by the Cape of
GGood Hope, in 1783-84-85,” which also appeared
at Paris in 1796, in 2 vols. 4to., embellished with
maps and figures, *

As has often bappened with tiavellers and navi-
gators, who are generally better qualified to make
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discoveries than to writs hooks, M. Le Vaillant was
under the necessity of employing the pen of an
amanuensis, M. Casimir Varon, to revise and amend
the style of this gecond pnblication. Varon was
himself a traveller and a poet; and it was very
currently believed at the time that he had performed
the task of editing M. Ie Vaillant's Second Journey.
This, however. is a mistake; and the errorchas been
satisfaciorily explained. Being a-foreigner by hirth,
and having spent the years of his boyhood among
the fofests of Guiana, "Mons. Le Vaiilant navcrah‘z';dl
@ very pure or classical acquaintance with the French
tongue. The early age at which he visied Africa,
and ‘his long separation from all European inter-
course, tended still moré to obliterate his recollec-
tions of the language, which in fact he had nearly
altogether forgotten. And althongh he afterwards
recovered his knowledge of it, so far as to speak it

- with facility, yet it was hardly 1o be expected from

onevin his circumstances that he conld writé it with
clegance’ or correctness. It was to®remedy these
defects alone that he engaged the pen of a stranfer
to revise his manuseripts, and take charge of them
while passing through the press. There is nothing
in this substitution of the preliminary aid of a
friend that can be deemed discreditable to the me-
mory of either party; and it was to this extent and
no more that the services of M. Varon svere ren-
dered. The incorrectness of style here adverted to
is perceptible in the other works on Natural History

el
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published by M. Le Vaillant, as well as in the
letters which heswrote to his"friends.

These deficienciesy howgver, are but trifles, and
cannot in a scientific peint of view derogate from
the merits of the authar. His travels are written
in a,spirited and agrecable mapner ; they are rather
meagre of events, use’ his wanderings were
chiefly agross deserts and mountains, which do not
in general affordsa very rich harvest for “detail ;
aevertheless, he has contrived to incorporate with
hif narmtives 4 yariety of mést- interesting particu-
lars. His minuteness is sometimes more amusing,
than impottant ; but what he felates of his monkey,
Kées, stands in no nged of the apology which “he
has thought it necessary to’fecord on the subject.

Some writers-have reproached our traveller with
vanity, cespecially  with regard to his shootil}g ex-
ploits, which he is accused of introducing too often
+ upon the scene, and to the results of which he is
alleged o attach too mucheconsequence. These
little pésuliarities, however, us well as his occasional
indications of self-importance and professional en-
thusiasm, may be accounted pardonable infirmities
in a man who had made so many personal sacrifices
to enlarge the bounds of Natural Science, by bring-
ing home several rare specimens from .the unex-
plored deserts of Africa. The same excuse may be
urged in vindication of the whimsical compliments
which he pays to savage life at the expense of civi-
hzedloc:ety His views, however, of men and
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manners aré liberal, generous, and humane ; and he
never fails to speak with gratitude of the services
he received, or the simple uttentions he experienced,
even in the kraals of the Htltentots.

Certain travellers, among others Barrow and
Lichtenstein, who visited the same regions av 2
subsequent period, have called in question some of
his statements, especially as having menticned the
names of tribes that are no longer found to exist.
But it is quite clear that both parties may be cor;
rect. A few years would be sufficient to Work' a
comsiderable change in the stats of society im a
country inhabited by hordes of wandering savages;
and’ it is neither impossible mor improbable that
between the year 1782, ¢f which M. Le Vaillant
speaks, and 1797, the period referred to by Mr.
Barrow, some of these migratory tribes might have
been dispersed, and their very names entirely for-
gotten. '

Inother respects, hisrelations as to the fierce and
implacable hatred between the colonists and - the
natives, are corroborated by future travellers. The
Rev. John Campbell of Kingsland Chapel, near
London, who twice visited South Africa as a mis-
sionary, mentions that he saw, mear the Raven
mountains, a female who recollected perfectly of M.
Le Vaillant having sojourned in her house. Camp-
bell says, indeed, that our traveller sometimes mixes
too much of the romantic in his narratives ; but he
admits that he hasedescribed with great accuracy
the manners and habits of the Hottentuts. Mon-
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siear Le Vaillant was 'the"ﬁr§t that made the giraffe
known in Frande, the descriptions of which before
his time were ver} imperfect. The one which
belonged to the callectiin of the king was brought
by hinf from Africa. To him also his countrymen
wete indebted for the discovery of a great number
of mammiferous animals, insects, and particularly
new spécies of birds.” H¢ was likewise the first
European writer that took notice of that Singular

. protuberance or deformity, a tergo, peculiar to somg:

of “the” African’ hordes, of Which a specimen was
afterwards exhibited in Europe ifi the celebrated
Hottentot Venus.

“The personal appearance.and characteristic habits
of some of these tribes are’very graphically described
by our zuthor. Speaking of the Hottentots, he Says,
“ A physiognomist or modern wit would assign to
the Hbttentot, in fhe #cale of being, a place between
a man*and the ouran-outang. I cannot, however,
consent to this systematic afrangement ; the quali-
ties which T &steem in him will never suffer him to
be so far degraded; and I have found his figure
sufficiently beautiful, because I have experienced
the goodness of his heart. It must indeed be
allowed that there is in his features something
peculiar, which in a certain degree separates him
from the generality of mankind. Iis cheek-bones
-are exceedingly prominent, o that his face being
very broad in that part, and the jaw-bones extremely
narrow, his visage continues still decreasing, even

to the point of the chin. This configuration gives
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him an air® of lankness, which makes his head
appear very much gdisproportioned, and too small
for his full and plump body. His flat nose rises
scarcely half an ingh at its greatest elevation, and .
his nostrils, which are excessively wide, oftan rise
higher than the ridge of his nose. His mouth, is
large and furnished with small teeth, well ena-
melled, and perfectly white: His eyes, Feautiful
and open, incline a little towards the nose like those
of the Chinese; and to the sight and touch, his
hair hau the resemblgnee of wool; it'is very shest,
cu:ls naturally, and is black as c.bony

* Their general character M. Le Vaillant Gelineates
in favourable colours. ‘After mentioning their natu-
ral timidity, their phlegniitic reserve, and profound
indifference to the affairs of life, he says,  they are
the best, the kindest, and most hospitable of men.
Whoever travels among therm may be assured of
ﬁndmg food and lodging; and ihough they will
receive presents, they never ask for any thirig. If
the traveller has a long journey to accomplish, and
if they learn that there are any hopes of his soon
meeting with other hordes, the tribe which he 18
about to quit will supply him with provisions as far
as their circumstances allow, and with any thing
else necessary for continuing his journey until he
reach the place of his destination.”

The wild Hottentots, he says, are remarkably
fond of hunting, and in this exervise they display
great dextcnty Besides gms and snares, which
they place at convenient spots to eatch large ani-
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mals, they lie in wait for«them also, athick them as
soon as they appear, and kill them with their poi-
soned arrows, or with thgir assagays, a kind of long
« lance, which is generally a feeble and not very dan-
gerous weapon in their hands. They pay little
nttentigp to agriculture, and are more addicted to
pasturage and the rearipg 0f sheep and oxen.
Another tribe of Scuthern Africa mentioned by
M. Le Vaillant are the Gonaquas, which ba thinks
" are of a mixed breed between the Cafirs and the
ordinacy Hotfentots. Their dress resembles that of
the latfer; but ag they are taller, they make their
mantles ‘of the skins of cdives instead of sheep.
Several of them wear, hanging from their nezks, a
Jpiece of ivory or very white sheep-bone, and this
contrast of hue produces a good effect and is very
becoming. When the weather is hot, the men lay
aside cevery part of their dress that is superfluous,

. and rptain only what they term their jackals, which

is o small girdle made of the skin of the animal so
called, tied vound their middle. The women are
fonder of dress than the men, and employ greater
dare in adorning their persons. They wear a kross
or mantle like the latter, but the apron which con-
ceals their sex is larger than that of the Hottentots.
Girls below the age of nine go entirely naked.
The two hues for which they show the greatest
. fondness are red and black. The former is com-
posed of a kind of ochrey earth, which they mix
and dilute with grease ; it has p strong resemblance
to "brick-dust, or tiles reduced to powder. Their
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black is nothing but soof, or the charcoal of tender
wood. . Some womeén are content with painting the
prominence of their cheekxs, but in general they
daub over the whole body in compartments, varied *
with some degree of symmetry; and this pa-t of their
toilette requires no smell length of time to complece.
These decorative materials ars always perfumed with
the powder of the Joughui, which is not very agree-
able to “the smell of a European; but it has the
nd\amaﬂe over our rouge and postes, of not being
permclous to the skin or m_)urmn tae lungs; and
the female Hottentot, who is wnacquainted with
amber, musk, or benzoin, never knows what it is
to be oppressed with Vapours, Spasms, or headache.
The men never paint théir faces: but they use a
preparation made of both colours mixed, to paint
the upper lip as far as the nostril.  Young’ girls
sometimes favour their lovers <o far as to apply this
paint for them under the nose: and on this point
they display a kind of coquetry which has a power-
ful influence over the heart of the enamioured
BN,

Of the Cafirs M. Le Vaillant remarks, that zhey
are taller than the Hottentots of the colonies, or
even than the Gonaquas, although they greatly
resemble the latter; but are more robust, and pos-
sess o greater degree of pride and courage. Their
faces are more agreeable, with sparkling and expres-
sive eyes. They are much tatooed, but do not
disfigure fhemselves by daubing thexr, eychrows; so
that if we set aside our prejugdice thh regnrd to



28 MEMOIR OF LE VAILLANT.!

mals, they lie in wait for«them also, atfack them as
soon as they appear, and kill them with their poi-
soned arrows, or wich thgir assagays, a kind of long
lance, which is generally a feeble and not very dan-
gerous weapon in their hands. They pay little
atiantion to agriculture, and are more addicted to
pasturage and the rearing 6f sheep and oxen.
Another tribe of Southern Africa mentioned by
M. Le Vaillant are the Gonaquas, which hs thinks
¢ are of a mixed breed between the Cafirs and the
ordinazy Hottentots. Their dress resembles that of
the latfer; but as they are taller,cthey make their
mantles ‘of the skins of cdives instead of sheep.
Zeveral of them wear, hanging from their necks, a
Jpiece of ivory or very white sheep-bone, and this
contrast of hue produces a good effect and is very
becorcing. When the weather is hot, the men lay
asidesevery part of their dress that is superfluous,
. and retain only what they term their jackals, which
is a small girdle made of the skin of the animal so
called; tied vound their middle. The women are
fonder of dress than the men, and employ greater
care in adorning their persons. They wear a kross
or mantle like the latter, but the apron which con-
ceals their sex is Jarger than that of the Hottentots.
Girls below the age of nine go eatirely naked.
The two hues for which they show the greatest
. fondness are red and black. The former is com-
posed of a kind of ochrey earth, which they mix
and dilute with grease ; it has p strong xmgmbln.nco
to ‘brick-dust,” or tiles reduced to powder. Their
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black is nothing but soot, or the charcoal of tender
wood. . Some women are content with painting the
prominence of their checks, but in general they
daub over the whole body in compartments, varied °
with some degree of symmetry; and this pa-t of their
toilette requires no smell length of time to complece.
These decorative matenials ar2 always perfumed with
the powder of the boughuw, which is not very agree-
able to‘die smell of a European; but it has the
advantage over our rouge and pastes, of not being.
pcrmclous to the skin or m_]unng tue lungs; and
the female Hottentot, who is unacquainted with
amber, musk, or henzoin, never knows what it is
to bt bppressed with vapours, spasms, or headache.
The men never paint théwr faces; but they use a
preparation made of both colours mixed, to paint
the upper lip as far as the nostrils. Young’ girls
sometimes favour their lovers o far as to apply this
paint for them under the nose: and on this point
they display a kind of coquetry which has a power-
ful influence over the heart of the enanmioured
swain.

Of the Cafirs M. Le Vaillant remarks, that they
are taller than the Hottentots of the colonies, or
even than the Gonaquas, although they greatly
resemble the Iatter; but are more robust, and pos-
sess a greater degree of pride and courage. Their
faces are more agreeable, with sparkling and expres-
sive eyes. They are much tatooed, but do not
disfigure themselves by daubjn the'u; eyebrows ;, 50
that if we set aside our prejugdice with regard to
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colour, there are many®wgmen among them who
might be thought handsome by the side of a Euro-
pean lady. They *wear*cloaks or krosses made of
the skins of calyes 6F oxen, which reach to the
feet. * Eor ormaments and finery they care very
little, not even wearing aopper bracelets; their
aprons, like those of*the Gonaquas, are bordered
with stall rows of beadé—the onmly vanity which
they exhibit Wives, instead of bringing dowries
".4o their husbangs, are usually purchased wigh catde.
Whed the barzain is adjusfed, the chief of the tribe
publicly gives (he nuptial exhortdtion, by desiring
the bride to be a dutiful and industrious helpmate,
and recommending he byidegroom to labour “zeal-
> ously for the support of his family, not forgetting to
remind him to pay his taxes, and provide an occa-
siondl entertainment for his chief.
THe Travels af M2 Le Vaillant have been trans-

* lntcd'fn;nto most of the European languages.  Of his

scienfific works, we may fnention his  Natural
Histdry of the Birds of Afiicag® which was published
in Paris in 6 vols, 4to. between the years 1796 and
1812. His “ Natural History of Parroquets” was
published in 1801-5 in 2 vols. 4to., is *“ Natu-
xal History of the Birds of Paradise” appeared at
the same time, also in quarto. He produced one or
two other works on his favourite subject of ornitho-
logy, which are not so well known to the English
public as the pr:eocding. His drawings are distin-
guished for their fidelity to,nature, as heshad seen
in their native habitats almost every bird which he
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déscribes.  They were esecuted under his own eye
by an eminent artist, LI. Barraland, His observa-
tions on the character and habits of the various
species of which he treats, are often extremely
curious, and always interesting. He was an enemy
to systems, although he recognised the existencs of .
distinet families as clearly defined by nature. Al-
though that branch of scence has made great
advances since his time, it cannot be denied that he
made important contributions to it; and his works
etill maintain a high rank, in the csteem .of gur
best Naturalists, in that peculiar departaent to
which his life znd lcbours were most acsiduously
devoted.
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AFRICAN GOLDEN ORIOLE. |

-
Oriolus awratus, ViriLor.
3 ] 4 <
> PLATE 1.

Giolden_yellow ; stripo be: the eye. and over the ea=s,
black’; wing-covers mad broad margine of the sbeomaary
uidd tertial quillg, yellow ; bill red. »

E) 3 ° 3

Le Loriodor, Le Vall. Ois. d°Afrique, vi. pl. 260, p. 49~
®"  Oriolus numtus, Vieill. fncye. Meth, 695,

90

Le Vamwuasr, who first described this richly co-
loured Oriole as a native of Southern Africa, remarks
that it is there only knownoas g bird of passage,
arriving at the fruit season and disappearing soon
after. It is probably, therefore, one of these migra-
tory species, which, Jike the grakles alteady tioticed,
usually reside in Equinoctial Africa and migrate

* southerly during autumn. Our author mentions

that he had received specimens of the European
Oriole from Senegal, but seems not to be aware
that this also is a native of the same country:
although he expressly says that it does not build in
Southern Africa. Like others of its genus, it only
inhabits the decpest forests; and from constantly
perching upon the tops of the highest trees, is very
difficult to shoot. TN
VOL. VIIL c
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_Size of the Golden Orioie, which it much resem-
bles; but the black stripe on the side of the head,
which in that bird . onli before the eye, is much
broader in this, and passes not only above and
below the eye, but also beyond it, over the ear.
The whole plumage of the bgdy is of a clear and
rich yellow; the shoulder and lesser wing-covers
are the same, and most of ‘he greafer and of the
tertial quills are sb broadly edged with yelloty, that
‘when the wmg is closed they appear only of that
coltur: there’is also a narroyw- edging of thé same
on the lesser quills and the nps of the greater; the
spunous wings are also pale’ yellow. The tail is
coloured precisely like, that of our European Oficle ;
that is, the feathers may b'called black, but banded
obliquely with a bar of yellow, which more or less
covers their extrpmities. The bill is red and the
feet dirk. The rpmp, feathers are unusually thick.

« The feinale, as in others of this genus, is olive above

and pafe yellowish beneath, bat without any stripes.

Totdi length 9} inches ; billafrom the gape, B
wings, &y ; tail, from the base, 4; tarsus, 5.
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SMALL BILLE® ORIOLE.

Oriolus b:acﬁywhu:Swm

Above, groenish : benecath, yellow ; hezd and throat, blacks
spurlous wings with a white spot 1 four middle tail-feathers,
- gm:r‘t' 3 bill short, the culmen mhe\l. :

. S

We have already called the attention of our readers
to the singular uniformity of colour which some-
tinles pervades the different species of a natural
group of birds, so as to render their determination:
very difficult. Among the drongo shrikes, the pre-
dominant colour is black, while in Oriolus, the
genus mow under considerctior, the plumage of
nearly all is black and yellow.

o closely does the gpecies, now to be described
for the first time, resemble that figured by Le
Vaillant under the name of Le Loriot Coudougnan,
that if we had not possessed this latter also, we
should most certainly have considered them the
same. Le Vaillant's descriptions are the best. of
the period in which he wrote, but he seldom gives
measurements, and very often overlooks those nice
but diseriminative characters which are now found
to be ahsolutely essential. The two species, in

" point of fact, are coloured precisely alike, except in

iheir tail-feathers, while they differ materially in
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size, and in the form of their bills. To place these
distinctions in tlie clearest light, we shall subjoin a
short description of e Viillant's bird, first describ-
ing that which inhabits Sierra Leone, and of which
we have examined threl: specimens.

Size much smaller than the common European
Oriole, the whole bird measuring only eight inches
and thresquarters. The upper plumage is yellow-
green, except those parts which adjoin the ldack of
the head and throat, where the plumage is of the
sante yellow as the under parts. A black hood
envelopes the head and fore part of he neck, where
it is rounded off on the breast. The ground colour
of the wings is black, but the lesser covers are green,
-vhile the greater and the sécondary quills are mar-
gined with grey; the grey margins of the greater
quills are narrowar, and become white towards their
tips; ine spurious, quills are deep black, broadly
tipt with white, 8o as to form a large conspicuous
spot. 'The tail is much routded; the four lateral
feathers on each side are blaok at their base and
yellow beyond, but the two middle pair of feathers,
that is, the four in the centre of the tail, are entirely
' green, with merely a shade of yellow at the tips of
two of them. The bill is red and short ; the culmen
gradually curved from the base, more so, indeed, than
in any oriole yet discovered ; the weak bristles which
surround it are also longer and more numerous.

Of this species three specimens were sent from
Sierra Leone.  One apnears tc be a femalg, as it
wants the yellow on the nave and the upper part of
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the neck, which partsen'rz of the same green as the
back. 3

Total length about 8§ inches; bhill, from the
front, y% ; ditto, from the gape, 1 ; wings, 4% ; tail,
from the base, 3} ; tarsus, %% ; hind-tog and claw
75 shorter, .

L}
> o

o) et
' » 5 3 L

THE CAI'E BLACK-CAPPED ORIOLE.
» >
0. Oriolws Capensis, SWAINs.
P ]

Olive grecnish; beneath yellow 3 bead and throst black:
spurious wings with o white spot: all the laternl tail-
fethers black, tipt with yellow, the middle pair green with
black tips. y :

3

Le Loriot Coudougnan, Ze Vaill. Ois, &'Afr. pl 261, male,
'-:i;.:.‘fmalos —Oriolus melanocephalus, van, Vil Escye.
9\ . 696, o

DescripTIoN.—Size of the Golden Oriole; length, 9%
inches; bill red, straight, curved only at the tip.
The only species of the Cape colony which bui'ds
there. Had M. Vieillot seen this species, we are
persuaded he never would have supposed ita variety
of 0. melanocephalus, merely because theshead and
neck are black. We already Jmow, in fact, of not
less thea four specics having the common character
of a black hood over the head and in tront of the
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neck : two of these are mow described, the other
two are O. Hodsonii of India, and the O. ictero-
notus, Horsf., of Java®. |

Total length, 9% inches ; bill, from the front, 53
from the gape, 1% ; wings, 5} ; tail, from the base,
37 =« tarsus, %,

~ "

-

BLACK-THROATED 'WAG"FAIL.

Motacilla gularis, SWAINS,

"

“Above, cincreous ; front, sides of the head, ears and body
beweath, white ; chin, thront, and breast, black,

A curory glance at,this pretty little bird would
Jead ax ordinary observer to fancy it was no other
than oar own grey wagtail. An ornitholagist,
howevcr, wouald immediately perceive they were
very distinct. It seems to be a rare species, for we
have never met with more than one specimen out
of the hundreds of birds from Senegal that have
passed under our inspection.

The size of the Black-throated Wagtail is infe-
rior to that of the European Motacilla alba, its
full length not exceeding six inches and a half,
whereas its Prototype is full an inch longer. The
white in front of the head occupies a greatgr space

- * Classification of Birds, vol. il
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than in ours, and in botk js continued over the eye,
and on the sides of the ltad and ears; here, however,
the similarity ceases. In the African bird the whole
of the chin and throat, as far as the breast, is deep
black, beyond which all the under parts ars pure
white. The upper I:;::age is cinereous, with a
tinge of grey on the back, whith changes to deep
black on the rump and upper tail-coyers. The
wings rgach to About half the length of the tail ; the
middlé of the scapulars and tertials are deep black
with whitish marging, .and som? of ihe secondgry
covers are edgeqd with' the same, but the primaries
Kave not the white borders seen in M. alda. The
shoulder-covers are entirely grey, the lesser covess
blackish in the middle aad grly on the edges, while,
the side covers of the tail are half black apd half
white. The tail itself is even and quite black,
excepting the two external feathers which regemble
those of M. alba in being purd’ white, with an
oblique black margin fo the inner web, but¢ none
upon the outer. . .

Total length, 6} inches; bill, from the front, 1% ;
wings, 3¢5 ; tail beyond, 1,%; ditto from the bast,
3); tarsus, {4; hind toe and claw, §; middle
ditto, 1%
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* WHITE-EYEBROWED LONGTAIL.

| o
Drymoica sugerciliosa., SWAINE.
- T .
]

' ) PLATE 1L o

Light hrown, unspotted; eyebrows and _plumage dboneatii,
white 5 belly, thighs, and flanks, ferruginous i luteral tail-
feathers blackish £¢ the ond, nml upt th whlto laterpl
toes somowhat unequal.

+TuE greater number of th¥ small African Warblers,
are little wren-like birds, something resembling in  f 1
their general cast of colours our white-throat, and ‘
like that clothed in yery plain colours: they con-
« stitute a very peculmr group, for which we proposed,
many years ago, the name of Drymoica ; none gf the
specied, of Which there are vgry many, have been
found in the new world. The corresponding group
in Asia is Prinea ; the chief distinction between
them being this, that in Drymeica the two lateral
toes are eqnnl; whereas, in the Indian group, the
inner toe is much shorter than the outer, the latter
being connected to the first joint of the middle toe.
. Both, however, have short rounded wings, and their
soft tails are more or less rounded, and sometimes
graduated.
As we do not fuia this speclcs, the only one we

of

Ba I —— S
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B
have yet received ﬁ;ox‘n' Senegal, figured in any
work, we must consider it as netv; it is very in-
teresting to the ornithologist, ffom being an aberrant
species, that is, forming w passage from its own
genus to that of Prinea. * This is apparefit from
the inner toe being, mther the shortest, whilé# the
anterior tarsal scales, alwnys distinet in the other
species, are in, this scazcely ‘perceptible. <

The general plumage above is of a light -drab
brown, without any spots, but having a whité
“line §hove the eyebrdws. The under plumage is
,also unspotted and white, the, thighs and flanks
“being strongly finged with farmgmous- “The tail is
of*the same brown as the bagk, but the ends of the
lateral feathers are blifkish, with their tips dud
white. The bill is dcep black, the legs pale, and
the outside of the wings tinged with fcrruglnons,
the fourth and fifth quills ara longest, and t.Be rictus
is slightly bristled. e

Total length, 4} inches; bill, 44 ; from ﬂ;e front

wings, 1% ; tail, 2,% ; tarsus, y%.

- .
- .8 .
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; WHITE-WINGED TIT.

Parya is ncop\'nm: Sawamns.

Glossy back ; wmg-covcu'and margin of uw quille, pure
v white, 2

v

-

ia Mﬁango noire, Le Vill., Ois. &> Afrigque, iii. 137, 1, 2 i
5 1 '\lge., Vieill, Em:,v, :lhtb 08, o e

Avrnoven very abundant in thc Ciffre country of,
Southern Africa, Le Vaillant remarks that this
pretty little bird was naver met with by him, eitler
an the west coast or near the Cape of Good Hope.
This is very singular, since two specimens, received
from Senegal, perfectly agree both with Vaillant's
figure and descriptions He observes that its note
is perfdetly the same as that of our Parus major,
and that it builds in the trutiks of trees, where it
also rodsts; the eggs, which e from six to eight,
are entirely white.

It is singular that no notice is taken of this species
in our modern compilations, although its peculiarity
of ;plumage renders it not likely to be confounded
with any other.

The size is exactly that of Parus major, and the
structure is nearly the same, éxcept that the bill is
rather shorter, and the culmen more arched ; the
feet, also, are somewhat smaller, and theig claws
shorter, broﬂder, and more gurved.

S a L b : 4

.

o



¢ WIITE-WINGED TIT. 43

. -

The colour of the plamage is simple and striking ;
the whole bird, excepting the.wings, is of a deep
and uniform black, reflécting in certain lights a
slight bluish gloss; the wihgs dre also black, but
this colour is relieved by the lesser and “greater
covers, as well as thermargins ef all the quills bling
of a pure snowy white, sd that when the wing is
closed, very little of the black upon them'is seen.
From this circumstance we have named the spécies,
there Jeing already a Parus aley, which renders
that of miger, a.pplie'd-to this species, doubfy inap-
sropriate. i, e . <

Total length nearly 6 inches; bill, from the
gape, } ; wings, 3; tail heyond, 13 ; from the base,
2} ; tarsus, v ; hind toe and claw, % e

v

-
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Yeu.gw WHITE-EYE. "~ [f
Zosterops flava, SWAINS "
PLATE 111

PBrigut yellow, tinged above with groenish 3 eyolids whi!e;
between the bill and eye o blackish line, *

Wg give the vernacular name of White-Eye to a
singular group of little birds distinguished, among
other characters, by having the eyelids surrourded
by a narrow ring of snov-white fegthers. They are
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all of a small size, nearly intermediate in their affi-
nities between warblers and titmice. Only one
species, we believe, i3 fouud in the New World ; the
others, about twelye in number, being restricted to
the warm latitudes of Asia, Africa, and Australia.
One of them, the «Zosterops curzirestris, Swains.
(the Dicewm chloronotus of the Paris Museum), has
the bill early as much curved as som» of the honey-
suchers. The general plumage of all those Hitherto
discovered is green, above and yellowish beneath :
so that the species, otherwise well marked, possess
a strong riutual resemblance in the’ general cast of
their colours. One of these, hitherto undescribed,
inhabits Senegal, and is the D. flaza of our plite.
At is of the size of Z. dorsalis, an Australian species,
but the bill, which is black, is larger. The upper
plumage is of a bright greenish yellow, the under
pure and bright yellow, uniform in all its parts.
- The quills and tail are blackish, edged with yellow ;
the snow-white ring round the eye is very conspi.
cuous, and it is connected to d¢he base of the bill
by a deep black line ; the tail, although divaricated,
is even, and the bill and feet blackish.
Total length, 4} inches; bill, fram the front, J;;
difto, from the gape, 4 ; tail beyond the wings, 1.

ol
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THE STONE-CHAT. -
Sasicola rubiola, BecisTEIN.

Head ang half wn'y down the throat, blaek 3 lower throst and
breast, rufons ; sides of the neck, stripe on the wings” and
i tall-c:vus, white ; belly and flanks, }nlc rufous, .
o2 E - o
icoln rublcola, Vechet. Natur, Dent, iii. 694 { My, i. 203.
— Motacilla rubicola, Kun., Aut—Ta Traqueé Patre, Le
Vaill. Oie. d*Af iv. pl. 1805 Tetm, Manue, i. 246.—-The
Stone-chat of British authors. b
L

Tue geographic range of this Pretty species, so
familiarly known that a detailed description s un-
necessary, is perhaps more gxtepsive than that of
any insectivorous or dentirostral bird yet discevered. . -
It issabundant at the €ape of Good Hope, Where it
remains the whole year ; specimens of bothr sexes
have been sent from Senegal, which, upon being
compared with those of Britain and of Southen
Africa, show not the slightest specific difference.
The African males, indeed, have the rufous upon
the breast darker and brighter than is seen in ours,”
Pbut this is obviously the effect only of climate. The
most northern limits of the species have not been
accurately ascertained, since M. Temminck omits to
state frqm what part of Russia it has been sent by
Pallas. . $* 8
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WHITE-FRONTED STONE-CHAT.,

- o
Saxicola fiontalis, Swarss.
< - “ b

. Entirely uniform black ; front of the head séwy,

- - . . - 4
Tae Saxicolw, orvStone-ch.éps, as instanced in the

last spedlbs, enjoy one of the widest geographis
ranges assigned to the insecfivorous birds; and as
tuey love open plaing and sandy tracts, we cofise-
quently find they are pétuliarly abundant in the
African continent. The present species is one of
the rarer inhabitants of Western Africa, since a
specimen we have loug possessed, and another in
the Fort Pitt museum at Chatham, are the only
exampies we have yet seen. «Dr. Riippell, however,
has informed us that he foundsit in Abyssinia.

Its colouring is simple and striking ; the plumage
is of a deep and uniform black inelining a little to
grey, but directly in front of the head is a large
pateh of snowy white ; this must give to the bird,

“when Junning, a very singular appearance, and
render it a conspicuous object at some distance :
whether this white spot is a sexual distinction,
given only to thé male, or whether it is common
also to (he"femalc"is_ yet to be discovered.

The size'is equal {6 our common stone-chat, but

v
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there are several interesting variations in its struc-
ture, which renders it an abberrant species of
Sawicola, uniting, that genus to<the group we have
called Thamnobia. In the irst place, the bill is
more lengthened, the upper-culmen more arched,
and the sides more corgpressed ; the wings are more
rounded, the third, fourth, and fifth being all of the
same length, angd only four-tenths of an inch-shorter
than the secondary quills, while the middle toe is
very considerably shorter, in proportion, than that -
of S. fubicols ; the tail is perfectly. even, and tae
foathers much Widened at their tips, which are
truncate. s AN $

Total length, 5} inches; bill, from the gape, 157
from the front, 15 ; wing# 3; tail beyond, 1; from .
the base, 24 ; tarsus, 153 middle toe and claw, 1.

BUFF-BODIED FLYCATCHER.
Hylista flavigaster, SWAINS,

*Abave, in the male, glossy blue-black—in the female, cine-
yeons: beneath, in both, ochraccous yellow wing-covors
and rump pure white. L

W have long possessed specimens of this curious
Jittle Flycatcher reputed from India, but its precise
locality «was not kaown until, specimeps of poth
sexes arrived from Senggal. It was this :‘;pecies,
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in fact, which induced s, some years ago, to cha-
racterize the sub-genus Hyliota, the characters and
affinities of which #ill be found fully detailed else-
-where®.  For the present, we may remark that it
has a freneral resemblafice both to the African todies
( Platystera) and go the Qld World flycatchers
( Muscipeta ); and yet its bill is so much lengthened
and compressed on thé sides, that jt might at first
be mistaken for & Sylria. It cannot, in short, be
“arranged under any one group yet chnmct()erizcd';

Wt art yet acquainted with‘only one example, for
we feel persuaded that the two birlls we shall now
deseribe are the sexes of one specics.

“The male has all the upper plumage (excepling
the wing-covers and rump, which are pure white)
of a desp and glossy blue-black, which parts, in the
female, are of a deep grey ; the quills are paler, and
inclinéd to brownish,sbut their external edges are

- glossy:  This black colour envelapes the eyes and
the wilole, of the ears;. it ulso spreads over the
shouldvr-covers. The feathem of the rump are
long, soft, and pure white, but the tail-covers are
small and glossy black. The under plumage is

entirely of a pale but clear buff yellow, darkest on_

the breast and lightest on the vent. The female has
the quills and some of the outermost tail-feathers
narrowly margined with white. In regard to strue-
ture, the wings, in proportion to the size of the
bird, are very lonj, while the tail, which is perfectly
even, is proportionately short ; ¢he bill is depressed
* * Classification of Birds, vol, ii,
\ '
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at the base, but compressed beyond the nostrils,
while the bristles of the gape are %o small and weak
as to become obsolete. The farsus is much Iongcr
than the hind toe and clave, thg- latter of which is
broad and much curved ; “the inner tee s much
shorter than the outgr. > v
Total length, 5 inches ; bill, from the base, Yo 3
from the fropt, not quite % : wings, 2% ; tail
beyond, Y ; ditto from the base, 1§ ; tarsus, 5. e

. = =N - e
4 .
® »
- - . -~ - .
¥ SPECTACLE, FYECATCHER. e
3 :
Platystera lobata, SwAINS. ¥

Male—~Above glossy blue-hlack, %ith an angulated etripo of
white on the wings ; beneath white, with a bl.uk Bar upon = ©
tbc larcast ; lobe of the eye rod,

P MJWM ands Selly, Ilwst. of Orn. pl, 9.’63 l—

Mus. melanoptera, Gim, fide Mus, Paris.

Female.—Above cinercons ; ohin white ; throat chestnut.

"P. Desmarestii, Jardine und Selty, Lilust, of Ore. pl. 9, fige?.

-

Naxap wattles, and other fleshy appendages on the

head, are well known to be common among the

gallinaceous birds and also the exotic plovers, but

they are rarely seerf in the perghing order, and are

then almost solely confined to fleghy lobes jaround
VOL. VIIL i
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the eye. We have had xm'e,xnmple of this curious
structure in the’Prionops plumatus figured in our
first volume, and it s aldo observed in the genera
Cellepyris and Pesgpicisla.  What particular object,
however, is effected by’this singular appendage, is
entftely unknown.

Although we have no-personal knowlodge of the
fact that the two, birds, nfentioned.in the above
synonyms, belong ‘to one and the same specics, yet
there are many angd strong grounds for the belief.
Thtir size and proportions ar the same ; tlre Simple
lcngth of a dried skin, when mmurcd from the
tip of the bill to the end of the tail, depends in a
great measure in the o:mtmcnon or distention of the
neck in the process of preserving ; they both in-
habit tlfe same districts, and are always sent to
Englatid from Senegal in pairs as male and female.
But thé chief reason fo our formmg this belief, is the

" fact, thiat in‘all the other species of Platysteira with

which we are acquainted, the sexes differ in the
same way; that is, the male %as the thyoat white,
ard the female red. Le Vaillant has shown this in
two species ®, and we have a third similarly coloured ;
¢o that this variation in the colour of the sexes,
b~comes, in fact, one of the generic characters.
Nearly all these species, moreover, have a sort of
collar in front of their neck.

The presumed male has the upper plumage of
a deep black glossed with bluish; the wings are

.1 lie Molsnar, Ois, 'AL iv, pl. 160,—Le Priprit, Ib. iv.
pl. 161.

o
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the same, but are crostcd hya bmad white band on
the outer half of the lesser vers, which band is
continued ina longitudmﬁl direction on the margins
of two of the tertials; theothet quills, “hxch are
brownish black, have a vcry narrow edgmg “of
white ; the tail is glassy black, shut the outer we of
the exterior pair, and the Extreme tips of the two
next pair areepure white. All the under parts in
the male are pure white, the breast being erdssed,
by a deep black collar; the naked caruncle is lobe-
shaped, and placed just above the fore part of “the
eye, without su;roundmg it ; itsecolour seems to be
pure yellow,
in the supposed femgle, the upper plumage, in-
stead of being glossy black, is dark grey, but thé
wings and tail are coloured and marked precisely
like those last described. The lobe above the eye
seems to be omange-red, or perbaps, in the living
bird, scarlet. In the u.nder plumage there i is much
différence, the chin is pure white, which is con-
tinued in a stripe Shich joins the lower ‘eyelid ;
beyond this, and as far as the upper part of the
breast, the colour is of a very deep chestnut, which
«terminates abruptly and with a narrow edging of
deep black scarcely perceptible. In both sexes the
feathers on the lower part of the back are vemark-
ably long, soft, and puffy, as in some of the African
Bush-shrikes (Malaconotus ), and those on the
Tamp are tipt with white; these peculiarities do
not appear to have been neticed. Having alveady
entered into many details on the affinities and

L
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52 SPECTACLE FLYCATCHER. O )
analogies of the African todies®, they need not here
be repeated. :

Total length about 4) inches;_ bill, from the
gape, 35; from the fiont, (; wings, 2); tail,
from the base, 2. : 4

a

COMMON GREY FLYCATCHER. > > ’ ﬂ
- TS
Musciceps grisola ® Tixszus. ) . ?
J )

Above, grey 3 beneath, whitish ; hreast and sides of the neck i
with duxky stripes{ bill, naredw, and compressed towards { L
the end 3 tail, slightly forked. } -

Muscicapa grisola, Linnaus, At

B ; iy

~

We have now before us two birds, one from South-
ern, the other from Western Africa, which in &ize,
colour, and general formation, perfectly agree with
a British specimen of Muwcicapa grisola, except in .
one very remarkable circumstance.  In the African
specimens, the second and third quills are of equal *

leagth, and they are hardly exceeded by the third,

which is the longest. In the British specimen, on

the contrary, the second and fifth quill are equal,

and the fourth quill is two-tenths of an inch longer

than these, and exceeds the length even of the third -
quill.  Ts this a permqnent distmetion, or is it the ¥

* Seq Classification of Birds, ii.

———

e W
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effect only of a different ige, or of moulting? The
answer to these questions can onfy be given after
an examination, of mor€ spefimens than we at
present possess. One would have thought that no-
thing in the structute of a Fird, like the Muscicapa
grisola, would have dbeen left ainnoticed by its®in-
numerable deseribers, but we have searched in vain
for any particulars as to' the form of its winfz. Tt is
really surprising that our ormthologlsts cannot be
rcrsumled to be more full and ageurate in their de-’
seriptions, even when,they daily see the acfual Tm-
Dortance it is ttf their own researghes.

Rl

. RUFOUS-BELLIED ELYCATCHER. ¢
°
Muscipela rufiventer, SWAINS, e
' B L
PLATE IV.

Rufous ; crest, head. and chin, glossy stecl-blue ; outer half
of the wings, black ; tail, long, cunc&hed

Tor most beautiful birds, in the very numerous
family of Flycatchers, are those first distinguishedy
by Le Vaillant, and which M. Cuvier subsequently
named Muscipata.  All the South African gpecies
have been beautifilly figured and acourately de-
scribed in the costly work of Le Vaillant ; but the
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present species, which seems confined to the western ! 4
coast, is not amdag the number. The group seems RS
to be altogether pecifiiar o the tropical latitudes of '
Africa and India: thesmales are distinguished by P
having ‘the two middle Teathers of their tail exces-
sively long, and their heads .are usually adorned
with a short crest of seate-like feathers. Tt is to be ! 1
regretted that the generic name of Muscicapa was
not retained to thése birds, seeing that they %re the
types of the whole sub-family, and that another was 1
not‘givén to the European fijicatchers, which form e !
an aberrdnt genus. | Such errors aré the inevitable.
result of neflecting to analyze a group before it is
brdken up into new diyisions. We shall not, hiw-
aver, propose any further thange, but continue to b
call these typical flycatchers by the name of Mu- 0
wipeta. '

The 3pecies now, under consideration differs from

+sall those figured by Le Vaillant in having the black
on the inder plumage confined to the chin alsne,
while ail the rest of the body, bath above and below,
is of a uniform rufous; the black on the head covers
the crest, ears, and chin, and the rufous extends to
the wing-covers and the margins of the lesser quills.
The four outer or greater quills are entirely black, °
which colour extends to the spurious quills and the
cutermost wing-covers; these latter, however, have Ay
a faint whitish margin which unites to a white line
that borders only one of the lesser quills, as if it
divided the two sots, p »

N

In 1829 Yhere was'a specimen of this species in
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the Paris musenm, upon gvhich we detected that a
false wil had been engrafted ; this presumed tail
was black and even, and so dissimilar in its general
structure to thofe possessed, by this group, that we
had strong doubts, even ate thaf time, thateit was
gcnuine. ~ o
Total length, with tife tgil, §2 inches; bill, from
the front, 7%; ditto, from the gape, 43 wings,
3¢5 ; tail beyond, 44 ; ditto, from the base, 6;
tarsus, 4 ; middle tail-feather 2} longer than the

6therse 8 v @

L L o g e
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BLACK-BELLIED FLYCATCHER. »

Aluscipeta melanopasia, Sv:;ms. .

Crosty head, neck, and broast, black, glossed with chalybeate-
blue ; body beneath, in the young bird, grey-black™ back,
tail, and under covers,"rufous ; wings, black and rufous, the
colours divided by a white stripe.

I size and general proportions, this very elegant
species resembles the last we have described. It
seems, however, to be less uncommon, and it is
readily distinguished by the under parts of the body
being of a glossy black. On a cursory view we sup-
poséd it to be the species describéd by Le Vaillant
under the name of L& Goba moucke Tehitrec ;_but
upon referring to bis figures, and still more by com-
° 4
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paring their accompanyisg descriptions, the orni-
thologist will imamediately perceive t&mt they are
essentially differenty notwithstanding their general
similarity in the rufgns colour of the back and
the glossy black of <he head and throat. The
colpuring, in fact, of nearly the whole of this sub-
genus is so much the syme, that it is not surprising
Linnweus should have looked upon those then known
to bim as mere varieties of each other. The same
'ex'cuse, however, cannot be urged for his followers,
mare sspecially ‘after the clepr and circumstantial
details made known by Le Vaillant of the different
habits and peculiarities of tnose ne discovered in
Svuthern Africa.  And yet so little have modern
ornithologists availed therszelves of these invaluable
" memoirs, that up to this day we find them all
thrown together under the common name of M-
scipetan pavadizea, which is pronounced to be n
. * mos* variable species ;" so that nearly all the types
of a genus are thus included under one specific
name” As some advancement to a better knowledge
of these species, we have subjoined, at the end of
tlds article, the specific descriptions of all those
which have been found by Le Vaillant in Southern
Africa, and which still remain, as we believe, un-
recorded by scientific names or characters, leaving
undetermined two or three others which have been
but obscurely mentioned in other works.
We have no information on the natural history
of the particular species now under consideration ;
but 'as its structure i precisely similar to that of the
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Tehitrec (to which we propose, as a specific name,
the very appropriate one of p:r:ptclllala) we may
conclude that what Le Vaillant says of the habits
of that species-will be gengrally apphc'\ble to this
and to the rest.
The sexes of the Tebitrec®, Says this ongumf ob-
scrver, are rarely seen sephrated during the season
of mcnbatxon‘ they inhabit the forests, and are al-
ways secn on high trees, seldom if ever descending tq
4he shrube and low bughes. Themales are very pug-
nacious, and so;nctuﬂm five or six may be seen flying
safter each othex in the season of pairing. . The long
tail-feathers, with which the males are then adorngd,
offers great facility to fhe combatants for spoiling
the beauty of their adversaries. It would seem)
from what Le Vaillant says, that they endeavour to
seize cach other by these long plumes, and, 1f they
are so fortunate as to sncceed, they never loose their
hold until the feather is broken off or a panou of
it femains in their bills. Hence it becomes ex-
ceedingly difficult for the sportsman to procure a
male, ot this geason, with both of the two lang
feathers completely perfect. This injury to the tail
is further occasioned by its being torn or mutilated
by the rapid flight of these birds through the boughs
and spiry branches, not only on the occasions just
alluded to, but, according to our author, from the
bird flying across such trees when hunting for flies,
which it pursues in_cessantlyf (Quand Voiseau vole
* Le Vaill. Ois. d"Afrique, i ,.1"000
+ We give the original of this passage, hecause it
YOL. V1. ) P

. s
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a travers les arbres pour se saisir des mouches qu'il
poursuit sans cesse.) Our author mentions, that
out of one hundred and Your male birds which he
shot, the tails of only fBurteen were perfect.
Returning to the species before us, we may add to
the’specifie distinetion already*given, the following
general description of tht plumage. The head, like
the gencrality of the other species, 45 ornamented
witl’ an incumbent crest, the feathers of which
gradually lengthen s they approach the nape, swwhere
it terminates in a semicirculas’ form : the whole of

the head, neck, throat, and breast, . are deep black;

strongly glossed with steel-blue. This gloss, in the
young bird, gradually disappears beyond the breast,
ihere the colour becomes of a deep grey; but in
the full Plumaged male, all the under parts are like
the breast. The under tail-covers are rufous; as
deep in colour assthe tail itself; this is one of the
‘peculiak specific distinctions of the species. The
whole of the upper plumage of the body, befond
the neck, is uniformly of that bright rufous so pre-
valent in this genus; this colour extends to that
half of the wings which is nearest the body, the
outer half being entirely black: these two colours
are divided by a line of pure white, which marging
the feathers, over which—as it were—it passes,

would seem to imply that theso birds pursie their prey from
place to place, and net, like ordinary flyeatehers, by taking up
o fixed station and merely darting npon such flics ns come
withig the rapgo of a dart orspeing, This is a very important
question, and deserves thé close attention of the African or-
nit!xologi"i. . ®
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while the inner portiens of all these white edged
feathers are black. Thc tail js long, cach of the
lateral featherse being graduated, while the two
middle ones are from two fnchet and a half to six
inches longer than the others, accordirfy to theu'
growth ; for these bewyiful orfaments are only pos—
sessed by the males during the season of courtship.
The bill and feet are black. A

It afpears that*the females of this genus aTe of
the sagne colour as the males, g without pny ex-
cessive elongation of sthe two middle tail-feathers.
We suspect the singular white line along the middle
of the wing, posscssed both by this and other specigs, -
is only seen in the perfegf maturity of the bird ; for
one of the specimens of M. rufirentor appeared to.
have a faint indication of it, while the other had
none ; it must not thercfore be relied upon as a
specific distinction. B .

Temay be as well to notice, in this plave, that the
Teckitree of Le Vaillalit (our M. perspicillata ) differs
from this, in baving a large thick naked membrane
round the eye, moveable, and of a rich blue colour;
the under tail-covers are dusky white, and the whole
of the wings rufous, except the tips of the greah\,r
quills.

"Total length, excluding the two middle tail-fea-
thers, which are always of variable Jengths, 8 inches
bill, from the gape, % ; from the front, almost 5 ;
wings, 3¢ ; tail beyond (the lateral feathers oaly),
2} ; ditto, from the base; 4; tarsug, 13,



L
60 DLACK-BELLIED PLYCATCHER

The followin§ are .the°sp¢cies before alluded to
as described an ﬁgt:red by Le Vaillant, and found
by him in Southern Africh:— o

\. Mlacipeta perspicillata, Spectacled Flycateher.

Eyes surrounded with & naked Hife membrane; hend and
nock, steck-blne ; body b th, light of 3 under tail-
covers, gwhitish ; back, wings, aad tail, mf;ms.

-

L
* 2. Muscipeta rufa, Rufous-bodied Flycatcher.
. -

-

Bo® ablve and bux:mh‘ rufous 3 :‘;eot, ears, and sides of the
head, gltasy black ; wings, black and rufots, the two coloars
divided by a longituflinal whito lme ; clin, rufous, »

e Lo Schet roux, Zo Val, Ois. dAfr. iii. ph 147,
L
o
3. Muscipata Weolor, Grey-black Flycatcher.

Crestede, head, neck, breast, and back, blue-black ; body be-
neathgwhitish 3 vont, cinereous ; wings, black, with a lon-
gitudioal line of wiste : Tail, black, the two middle feathers

" white®

Ve Schet noir, Ze Vaill, O dAf iii, pl. 145, ®
- -

o 4 Muscipeta fluvicola, Water Flycatcher.

Whito ; wings and tail, blsck ; female, rufous, with the win
e T brown. &

4 Le Nebuleax, Le Vaill, Ois, A/ i, pl. 149,
5. Muscipeta pectoralis, Gorget Flycatcher.

Above, black ; front sud body beneath, white ; breast with o
black eollar 3 wings, brown, varied with white ; two middle
tailgfeathers very long,gigrmw, and white. ¥

l.aiCordou ngr, Ls Vaill, Vis. & A7, iii, pl. 150,

)_r
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Independent of the apove five species, Le Vaillant
gives the name of La T'chitreché to ahother, of which
he ‘makes threq varietie? Che of these is the
original paradicea of Linn.® butpwe suspect there
will still be other species left under this ‘name.
Upon the whole, wa may feel assured, howefer,
that there are at least cight very distinet species,
which, up to this timé, have been confoufided by
systematic writers under the common name of Mu-
reiess peradicat SR RIS :

.
—_—

* We now quif the ‘Dentirostres and eriter upon
the » Figsiroastres, an order which contains thode
fumilies whose feet are réfnarkably fecble, and who -
only feed, like swallows, when upon the wing. To
this division belongs the genus Merops or the Bee-
eaters, the most splendid cdouréi group Of the

whole tribe, and the Caprimulgide or Niglt-jars,
whick are the most typical. P
L
X ne
u i



PENNANT-WINGED NIGUT-JAR.
Macrodipterye Aficanus, Swarxs,
»
PLATE*V.

Wirgs as long as the tail § the quills alternately batided with
black and rufous ; botween the primaries and seoondaries,

in one sex, n very tong oar-sheped feather, webbed only at
‘its oxtremity. a = v

L-J
Caprimulzas macrodipterus, A7y, Deserip. Sicrra Leon, pl.
in ditto.—C. longipennis, Staw, Nat, Miss, pl 265.,

Tuere are a few birds whose structure is altogether
50 regmrknble, and at the same time so destitute, as
it were, of analogical resemblances to others, that
the naturalist, uracqiininted with their economy or
manners, is completely at a lpss to account for their
peculiarity} and is obliged to content himself with
mere conjectural ideas why Nature should have made
them so dissimilar from all other birds, An in-
stance is now before us, in the famous long-shafted
goat-sucker, a bird first described by Afzelius un-
Cer the name of Caprimulgus macrodipterus, but
which we shall now consider as the type of a sub-
genus in this extensive family, under the title of
Macrodipteryz,

A glance at the plate will at once show, to the
mout careless observer, the peculiarity of form,
which not only distinguishes this remarkable bird-
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from all its congeners, bat also from gll others of the
feathered creation ; there dgcs ngt, in fact, exist in
the whole circle ofornithology, any bird whose struc-
ture is even analogous to thatnow'before us. ,

The enormously long feathers, of which &ne is gn
each wing, do not prdpegly belofig to the principal
quills, as it has generally been supposed, for,—upon
attentively exarflining a fine adult aale, now upon

- our table—we find that it is inserted immediately

bgtween, the primary gnd secordery quills; the
former consisting of the usual number (eight) pos-
sessed by the ordinary Night-jars,»and even by the
female of this species, which is entirely destitute of
these supplementary feathgrs. © Now, this is a very
important fact, for it goes far to prove that they are
not essential to the economy of the species, for if
otherwise, hoth sexes would possess them, ynless
it be contended, a suppositiofi highly improhable,
that the male feeds in one manner and the fepmale
in andther. In the absence of all informdtion apon
this point, we are led to conelude that they are
more omamental than useful; given to the male
sex as attractive decorations to the female, in a
similar manner as the flowing feathers of the para-
dise birds are known to distinguish the male sex?
Whether, or no, these ornamental plumes ard lost
after the season of incubation, is a subject for future ;
inquiry, but they are certainly of very unequal
lengths in different individuals. We have seen
them, in dne bird, only seven inshes long, while®in
that now before us, they measure, in extreme lgngth,
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seventeen. inches; the webs occupy exactly six,
while all the rest of the shaft is naked, the rudi-
mentary hairs on each side mersly indicating the
position of the laminw, had they been developed ;
we cannot subseribe to an opinion we have heard ex-
pressed, that thes¢ latter bave been rubbed or worn
off. Another specimén, which we suppose is the
female, is perfest in all its plumage, but has no in-
dication, as already observed, of these feathers. In
their texture they are remarkably flexible,, movipg
about with the least breath of wind : the inner web
is o broad, that the laminw in the middle measure
two inches and a half; the outer web, on the con-
trary, is very narrovy, ard the longest laminw are
hardly half an icch. .
We may now proceed to a short deseription of the
plumage, which does not, in other respects, mate-
rially differ fromzthe fest of its congeners. The wings,
for the small size of the bird, are very long, and
rathor exceed, or are at least equal to, the tips of
the tail; this lattar, also, is perfectly even, and
~onsists of ten feathers. Of the three first quill-
feathers of the wing, which are by much the longest,
the first is chorter than the third, which is slightly
esncceeded by the second. The bristles of the mouth
are sirong and equal to the length of the bill, which
is weak; the middle toe is lengthened, and the
Iateral toes are equal.

The plumage is of the same general mixture as
al the others of the fumily, which it is impossible to
descibe with successful discrimination. We shall,

—
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therefore, merely enumerate those prominent devia-
tions which may serve to identify the species in the
absence of its long feathess. Fach of the primary
quills have upon each webs a row of nine rufous
and nine black spots, disposed transversely and
alternately; the rufous bars become very small
towards the tips, whete the black predominates.
The lesser quills are black, with four rufous bands,
the tipe black. The middle tailfeathers are grey,
speckled with black points, and crossed by six black”
bars, All of which are *irregular” e'xeephng the last,
which, as on all the other feathers, is regular, well

.deﬁned, and pldced jist lekind the tips; the outer

web of the exterior feather i Jis fulvous white, with
about ten black spots, a?‘equal distances from each.
other. Some of the scapulars have a broad cream-
coloured stripe, which form a connected series:when
the feathers lay over each ofher, but thoser which
are conqpxcuous on the supposed fémale, can searcely
be djscerned in the mmle; this latter, howem, has
a few obscure white mottles on the chin, “throdt, and
round the ears.

Total length about 8 inches; wings, 67; tall,
from the base, 4}.

. L » ~
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AFRICAN LONG-TAILED X IGHT-JAR,
> 3

Scotorms clinatyrus, Swaixs,

4 )

Tail, very long, cuncated, the tip and externs! margin of the
outer feather entlroly white ; wings, black 3 the tips of the
esser, and a banil Terass the fiddle of the greatdt quilld,
snowy 3 second and third quill dqual angd longest,
Caprimulgus climaturas, Vieil, Gall. des Giscar,
Tue scientific name of Caprimulgus, imposed by
antiquity upon the Night-jars, is, it must be con-
fessed; highly ohjectionable; inasmuch as it is
foundéd in a superstitious belief, credited by our
simple ancestors, that these birds sucked the milk not
only of goats but cows. This vulgar error has’long
lieen dissipated, yet it is perpetuated in the name,
which therefore offers a favourable instance to sup-
port the arguments of those who contend that such
appellations should be altogether abolished. We do
not, however, exactly subscribe to this opinion, be-
caise, as the Latin name is only in use among those
who know the real habits of the bird, there can be
no danger of its giving an erroncous impression ;
while, on the other hand, it is so perpetuated in
the writings of all ornithologists, both ancient and

modern, that it has become, as it were, incorporated

4
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with those words which. pass from mouth to mouth,
like current coin, through the republic of science.
The same reasows, however, do not apply to the

vernacular name; and, therfforep while we retain

Caprimulgus, we may very el substitute the old
English name of Niglst-jar for that of Goat-suckef.
It is only of late years that two or three of the
most remarkalde forms in this intgicate family have
been dbtached under separate names; while“the
great wass of the species have been left in the same
state as they were in"¢he days of Linnwus. * This,
indeed, has begn the case with more than one
family, but in the present it has been productive of
peculiar confusion and pegplexity. We have already
had occasion to advert to the drongo-shrikes, as®
being one of those groups wherein a close similarity
of colouring pervades nearly all the specied, and
the remark is still more applicable to the”family
before us.  We might almost say, thet in refrard to
colodlr, if a person has seen one specios of Capri-
mulgqus, he has soén all. 'There are, it i5 true,
trifling variations, but these are sometimes 8o slight
that none but an acute ornithologist would detect
them ; while, from their very nature, they are so
diffienlt to describe, that the most laborious descrip-
tions fail to convey these differences to the mind of
the reader; the different shapes of the marks, band,
and spots, the manner in which _they are blended,
and the diversity of tints under which the different
colours® of brown, grey, rufous, and whitish appear,
often upon a single feather, in these party-coloured

)
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birds, defy all clear description, and renders it im-
possible, by these indications only, to discriminate
the species. We consider it, thevefore, altogether
hopeless to deteimine the identity of the greater
portion of those which have been described but not
figured; and even many of these latter will long
remain undetermined, from the inaccuracy which
belongs 'to the figures themselves and to the loose-
ness of their descriptions, "

On examining an extensiye series of thess birds
in'our museum, with a view 1o determine both the
species, and the natural groyps among those thae
have been left by authors in the old genus Capri-
mulgus, we have ascertained that two very distinet
types of form (which we suspect are the typical and
the sub-typical) are confounded under this latter
denomination. Tn one of these, to which we retain
the old'name of Caprinulgus, the two lateral toes of
the foot are of the same length, while in the other,
which we propose to designate as the genus Sehtor-
niz, the inner toe is longer than the outer. That
this remarkable variation of *structure should not
have been hitherto noticed, is surprising ; since it
facilitates, more than any other character yet dis-
covered, the arrangement of the species, and con-
sequently their determination. It has, however,
this temporary evil, that it will oblige us to re-ex-
amine all those that have been already described,
for the purpose of ascertaining the structure of their
feet, a circumstance Which all writers appearto have
overlooked. * In both theseigroups the tail is either
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rounded or even, but in Nesfornis it is generally
much longer and more graduated than in Capri-
mulgus. We therefore coficlud®, that the bird we
are now about to describe is @ typjeal species ; it is
one of the most common birds of Senegal, bit we
know not whether it is founds in other parts of
Africa. .

Size rather smaller than the long-shafted species,
although, from the developement of its tail, it s
much Jonger. The bristles considerably exceed the '
length of the bill ; the third quill is longest; tie
Erst is rather shorter than the foyrth, while the fifth
quill is eight-tenths of an inch shorter than the
fousth. The tail is very long, measuring from the
base nine inches; of which three and a quarter are -
occasioned by the two middle tail-feathers exceeding
the others ; the latter, also, are four inches and three-
quarters longer than the outormost pair; thé outer
Jateral toe is four and one-tenth of an inch shorter
than*the inner. ¥ o

The ground colour of the plumage is of that
peculiar light ferrugihous brown, which is almost
restrioted to the African species, varied with the
asual dark freckles. The chin and rictal stripe is
white ; the lesser wing-covers have a broad band at
their tips of white, and the greater have a terminal
spot of cream-colour, much smaller than the former.
The “ground colour of the five primary quills is
entirely black, without any rufous, their tips only
being freckled with grey ;but they are crossed in
the middle by a broad band of a snowy whitendss,
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this band commenees in‘thg inner web of the first,
and terminates-on the outer web of the sixth quill ;
the remaining quills dce varied, with black and
rufous, and tipt with vhite. The tail is variegated
in the usual manner, the middle pair haying about
twenty very elendeg transverse bars, but much un-
dulated, while the outer margin of the exterior
feathers and the tips of that and of the next, are
pure white. There is no grey in the plumde.
Total length, with the tail, 13 inches; mnss, i
the other measurements havesbeen already given.

®
- 0

*  THREE-SPOTTED NIGHT-JAR.

Al

. Seotgnis trimacslotus, Swarxs.

Wings with a white spot on the inner web of the first®hree
quille ; tall, long, vearly even, the two ouator feathors on
each side with broad white tips; the sccond and thisd

quills equal,

T is clearly an undescribed species; or at least it
is niot among the thirty-three species of Caprimulyus
entmerated by Vieillot, whose work®, although a
compilation, is certainly the best upon the species
of birds we yet possess ; and it is somewhat singular,
that out of the above number there is only one de-
scribed as  native of Western Africa.  Our present
) * BacyclopédicMethodique,

fav
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bird will be at once distmguished by the three white
spots on thq inner webs of the three first quill-
feathers, mentioned in the spccxﬁc character.

The size is fully equal to the €. Europaus. but
its length, on account of the tail, is longer. The
wings are very long,"and extéad to within two
inches of the end of the tail.* The first qulll is half
an inch shorter than the second and third, which are
of equal ‘fength, and are the longest, while the fourth
is an inch shorter, and the fifth is one and one-
fOurth inches shorter than the fourth. The tail is
broad, and wou]d be even, but that the last feather
on each side is almost half an inch shorter than the
others; the inner toe is vqry Jittle longer than the
outer, but sufficiently so to hring the species into the
group of Scotornis ; the bristles exceed the length
of the bill.

A grey brown, which is notat ell seen in 8. cli-
maturus, is in this the ground colour of the plu-
mage ¢ it is very clear and conspicuous on the sides
of the head and nape, the middle parts of which are
striped, as i usual, with deep black : fulvous white or,
light ferruginous spots and stripes are on the scapu-
lars and wing-covers; and there is a patch, almost
pure white, on the throat and along the edge of the
lower mandible. The primary quills are black-brown,
with a few transverse irregular rufous bars towards
the Lase on cach web; in the middle, and on the *
nney sreb only, is a large spot of pure white: the
lesser quiHs are rufous with abolt,six irregelar bleck
bars; the tips of all the quills are mottled with grey.
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The ends of the two lafersl feathers, on each side,
are tipt, for af;ou'tn three quarters of an inch, with
pure white ; the next pair has a very narrow margin
at the tip, of pele fulvous, but there is none upon
the remainder.

" Total length, 1¥ inches; wings, 8; tail, from the
base, 6}. e

4 °
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GREAT SENEGAL SWALLOW.
Hirundo Senegalensis, LINNZUS. 2
. PLATE VL

Large ; tail, forked ; plumsge above, glossy-black ; sides of
the,nape and neck, and lower part of the back, rufous
beneath, ferrugigous,overging to white on the threat and
brcast 3 under wing-covers and thighs, pure white.

Hirundo Senogalensis, Linnaus.—Le Grande Hirondelle & ven-
tre’roux du Senegal, PL Eul,5810.—Senegal Swallow of
authors. g

Thris is the largest of the true Swallows we have
yet seen, for it measures full eight inchesin its total
dength. Its structure is precisely similar to our
common Hirundo rustica, excepting that the hind
toe and claw, which in that bird is of equal length
~ with the shank, is in this a slight degree longer.
In the general cast of itz colouring it has such a
close resemblance, tp ¢he Hirundo Capensis figured
by Le Vaillant as an inhabitant of the Cape of

Y
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Good Hope ( Ois. d'Afe 5,'pl. 245, fig. 1), that we
were at first almost tempted tosbelieve it was the
same, particularly as Le Vailfant forgets to give
us the size of his bird, an Smisgion which all the
compilers since his days have perpetuated. Tt ap-
pears, however, thate thg Cape species has a somll
white spot on the inner web of all the lateral tail-
feathers, excepting that which is elongated, and
that h% feathers of the vent have a black stripe
down ghe middle of each. o :

As nothing is knoven of the habits or ecorfomy®of
«his bird, althoygh if appears by no means uncom-
mon, we have only to describe its plumage. It
certainly requires being figuged, for the representi-
tion in the plates of Bué'op is exceedingly rude. -

The upper part of the head is covered with a cap
of glossy blue-black, so narrow at the nape, ‘that it
is barely united to the blacls of the interscdpulars :
within the margin of this, just before the eye, is a
slefler Tufous strip¢, and another of bro¥yn un-
glossed black beneath; the usual space, however,
between the eye and bill is nearly white ; ‘the 'i'n-
terscapulars, upper part of the back, the wings, and
the tail, are glossy blue-black; but the lower half
of the back, so far as the first range of tail-covers,
is bright rufous ; the sides of the nape and upper
neck are also of the same bright tint ; the chin, ears,
and throat are white tinged with rufous, which
latter colour becomes stronger and darker down-
wards,*until it terminates on the under tail-covers.
The inner wing-covers and the thighs are pure

)
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74 GREAT SENEGAL SWALLOW.

white, and the last range of the upper tail-covers,
like the tail itself, is glossy black. The fork of the
tail measures an inch and a half,

Total length, 8 ifkches; bill, from the front,
almost ; ; wings, 5% ; tail beyond, 4 ; outermost
feather from the base, 5] 3 tatsus, 5

: )
WHITFE-BODIED SWALLOW.
Hirondo l"mou:o'ma, Swars,

Above, suinlng bluo-black ; boneath, pure white ; pateh upon
the ‘esser wing.covers, and band on the inner webs of the
tail-feathors, white ; wings longer than the two outer tail-
feathors, which are acasainatod,

W& can «£nd no record of this small but “very
beautiful swallow, the deep glossy black of whose
plumage finely contrasts with the snowy whiteness
of the under parts of its body. o little, indeed, is
known of the African Swallows, excepting those
dascribed by Le Vaillant as inhabitants of the Cape
territories, that hardly more than two species, from
other parts of this continent, will be found in our
general systems,

The form of the hird before us, like that of
the Gireat Senegal Swallow, is typical of thie fork-
tailed division of the group” The first quill is rather




-y e

»

.
WHITE-BODIED SWALLOW. 75

longer than the second, and the two outer tail-
feathers are narrowed to a point; they extend near
half an inch beyomd the others, although they are a
quarter of an inch shorter thap the wings.

In regard to cofour, the upper plumage is of a
deep glossy black refiécting steeFblue. In another
specimen we bave seen, which was probably of a
different sex, this bluish gloss was tinged with green-
white, tflat upon the head and ears was inclined to .
viplet (¢his latter is in the Fort.Ritt or Chatham
Museum). On fhe wings there is a large oval spot
of pure white near an inch and a quarter long, which
occupies part of the greater covers, lesser quills, and
tertials. The tail above appears entirely black,
but upon being expanded. there .is seen a broad -
white band on the middle of the inner web of all
the lateral feathers. The whole of the under’plu-
mage, from the chin to the tail*covers, is of a snowy
whiteness ; on each side the breast the black colour
of thé’back somewhat advances, as if about to-form
a semicollar on that part; bill and feet, black.

Total length, 5 inches; bill, from the gape, 14
wings, 3¢% ; tail, from the base, 2% ; depth of the
fork, 1 ; tarsus, 5.



EUEOPEAN BEE-EATER.
Mm{m apdaster, [axxzus,

Above, rufous; beneath, bright green; chin, yellow, bor-
dered with black 3 nzm;m, fulvous ; wings. green, the g;cntcr
covers rufous,

Merops apiaster, Aunclorum ; Temm, Manuel, i, 420.—Le Gno-
pier, Buff, PLEw. 088 ; Le Voill. Ois, de Parad. i) pl. 187,
~—Common or European Bee-celor of authors,

Tug geographic range of this Bec-eater, the only
species that visits Europe, appears to extend from
the Cape of Good Hope to the central parts of
Europe, beyond which, in a northerly direction, it
must be considered, as in England, but an occasional
or streggling visitor. M. Temminck is quite mis-
taken- in suppoding that it is most abundant in
France, for the birds which arrive there are only the
remnint of those that escape the sportsman of Italy
and Sicily, where gréat numbers are destroyed upon
tleir first arrival from the African coast. In Sicily

we have repeatedly seen them in flocks of from

eight to thirty, low but rapidly skimming over
toc orange gardens and cultivated grounds. Al-
though their flesh is tough and disagrecable, they
are nevertheless shot by the Sicilians (who shoot
every thing), with the hoopoes, orioles, quails, and
other birds which migrate at the same season. Our
Seneégal specimens ‘]ﬁ:rfec‘ly agree with those we
broughit from the Mediterranean.

¥
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BLUB.CBEEKED BEF.-!.SATER.
-

Merops Savigni, LE VAILLANT.
L L]
PLATE VIL

Green: tgmt whiash; cars black ; strip€ above and
the cye, sky blue; chin yellow, passing into chestnut; _
crown green 3 wings and tail glossed grizh falvous,
- ) . > . -
Merops superciliosns ? Auclorum,—Le Guepier Savigny, Le
. . Vajl.pl.G. lia, o -

‘We*conclude that this Bee-eqter has hitherto passed
for one of the nummns‘yaﬁetie; of the Merops °
superciliosus of our systems, since we can “hardly
suppose that a species, apparently by no means un-
common in Senegal, should have, remained” until
this day undescribed, or undistinguished by a®scpa-
rate pame. Such, howbver, appears to be the gase ;
unless it may be onevof those figured in thé rare
and little known work of Le Vaillant, which we
have no means of consulting: this, however, is but
of secondary consequence, for Le Vaillant merely
gave French names to his birds, leaving the scien
tific one to be imposed by those who undertook to
incorporate his discoveries in the systems of the
day. Whether this has or has not been done, in -
regard to the species before us, is almost equally
uncertain,; the whole genus, as it now stands, is
little better than one masy of confusion. The Sy-

0
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nopsis of Birds, itseli a 2ompilation, has given rise
to much of this confusion, from having been taken
as the text-book fo- othr compilations; so that if
an ornithologist is desirous of determining those
specics described by Rinnwus, his only prospect of
svceess lies in consulting the editions of the Systema
Natura, and the authorities or synonymes quoted by
the illustrious author. We have been more than
dsnally anxious o do this in respect to the species
before us, by consulting the various descriptions of
Latham, Vieillot, Shaw, &e. &e., as well as the
original accounts by Buffon, Brisso.s, and Edwards.
To give all the details of this examination would be
wedious ; it results, however, that this bird is. not
the Merops superciliotus f Linnaus, who depends
entirely upon Brisson for that species. Brisson’s
descyiption is of a bird from Madagascar, possessing
manye.points of resemblance to this, but distin-
. guishad by havidg the “ upper part of the head of a
very chscure green, and changing, according jo the
direcsion of the light, to a briJliant marron or chest-
nut (Cwn marron brillant )® ;" whereas the head of
vur species is of the same bright green as the rest of
the back. In Brisson’s bird the band over and
under the eye is “ d'un blanc mélé dune légerere
teinte de verd,” but in this the colour is bright tour-
quoise-blue, green only where it blends into the
_adjoining colours. It is not necessary, in this place,
to determine what are the other supposed varieties
of supercilionus, a name which seems to comprise
* Brwwon, Om. iv. p. 547. "

s -
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five or six species®, ong of which is the M. Cuvieri
of our present volume. If, as we may conjecture,
this is the true Merops Sdbigni*figured by Le Vail-
lant, but whose description ®scemss nowhere to be
copied, the name of Vaillanti may be given to one
of the other species ntill left among the varieties of
superciliosus, "

We shall new describe the plumage from two
Senegalespecimens upon our table. The whol¢ of
the upper plumage, that is, the head, neck, back,
fump, wing, and tail-esvers, are of a uniform parrot
green, having & much yellower gloss when held
from the light; in such a position the quill and
tail-feathers, which are dullgr green, appear very
strongly tinged with that bufl-yellow or yellowish-
brown which is so prevalent in nearly all tlie bees
caters. The front of the head is white, slightly
tinged with yellow close to the nqstrils; and with
light blue where it blends into the green of the
crown. This frontlet Is continued in a band_over

‘and beyond each eye, but it there becomes entirely

light turquoisine blue: there is the usual black
stripe between the bill and eye, and over the ears,
which is seen on all the bee-caters; beneath which
there is another blue stripe which extends as far as
the black one on the ears, and becomes delicafe
green before it unites with the yellow of the chin
and the deep rufous which extends half-way down -
the throat; the colours of the throat blend together,
but there is no white on the chin; beyond the

* The Merops Persica of Palias, for instarce, has th: chin
white.
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rufous patch just mentiofied, the breast and all the
under parts becomeof a uniform green, brighter and
more inclined to biie than is the upper plumage.
In the wings therg, is nothing peculiar; the black tips
of the lezser quills are’ smaller than usual, and the
corner surface is rafous. The fateral tail-feathers
are perfectly even, strongly emarginate, and entirely
grey beneath; the middle pair are Janceolate, and
project from two inches to two inches and & quarter
beyond the others; their tips are blackish-green®.

Total length, excluding tha two long tail-feathers,
10} inches; bill, from the front, ¥y ; wings, 5§ ;
tail beyond, 1, from the base, 3.

BLUE-BELLIED BEE-EATER.

“

Merops.yanogasters SwaIns,
PLATE YL
. .
Green'; neck and body heneath glossed with ferrngineous 3
eliin, black ; throat, vrimson belly and under tall-covers,
shining blue.

Le Guepler a gorge rouge, Le Vaill. pl. 20,—Meropa Bullocki,
Aunctorum.

I'ue Blue-bellied Bee-eater is not only a particu-
larly splendid species, but one of such ravity that we
do not remember to have seen more than four

* Rince {his has been written, T have visited the King's
Litrary In the British Museum, for the sole purpose of in-
specting Le Vaillant's work 3 and whatever doubt may hang
over the bird fignred at platéf, T am elearly of opinion that

the ofie on plate 6 s, is the Sencgal species here described.
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" specimens.  One of thes#, formerly in Bullock’s
Museum, and alluded to by Dr. Latham, is now in
our possession. As Senedul lfis been mentioned,
without any doubt, as its native cauntry, we include
it in our list; although not®one specimep, s we
have been assured, avas among the hundreds ®f
birds recently imported froms that province.

This splendigl bird is at once recognized by its
bright erimson throat, and azure blue belly and
tail-covers. Its size is much smaller than that of =
fhe common bee-eater,” although it is larger thin
M mv/lltropler&s. The upper plumage is of the
usual parrot-green, except thessuperior part of the
neck, which is light cimmmgn or ferruginous, the
margins of which blend M and harmonize with the -
surrounding green ; there is an almost imperseptible
shade of blue close to the nostrils, and the tip of the
chin is of as deep a black gs the eye-strife and
cars : the rest of the chin and the half of thesthroat
in front is of a bright Scarlet red, while the sides of
the neck, the breast, und the whole of the body and
flanks is of a cinnamon brown, similar to the upper
neck ; the belly, vent, and under tail-covers, are of
a clear vivid ultramarine blue without any mixture
of green. The first quill-feather is half as long as
the socond, a remarkable deviation from the typical
structure, while the third only is the longest; the
wings are green, but the lesser quills are tipt with
deep yelvet-black for about half an inch, the black
having an edging of blue very conspicuous but not
defined ; the tail, is quite even, and the feathers

VOL. VIIL ¥ u
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very broad ; those in thesmiddle are dull orange on
their upper internal portion, and deep rufous be-
neath ; but this is Yot perceived on the middle or
outermost pair, whichs are entirely fulyous green;
bill and legs, black. * y

“Total length, 7 inches; bill, from the front, 1;
wings, 3§ ; tail beyond. {3} ditto, from the base, 4.
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3 GREEN-THROATED.BEE-EATER.
- v
Merops maridissimug, SWAINS, p
-

Eutirely green ; quills, tail, and sides of the head with § ful-
vous or golden gloss 3 »:hrast croseed by a black bar.

Le Guepjer & gorge Blue, ou Le Guepier Lamarck, Le Vaill,
pl. 102 Merops Indicus, Var. M. Lamarcki*, Auctormm.

Tae ifivestigatiop of this species has caused us more
trouble and research than any subject contained in
this volume ; we have been desirous of avoiding, on
the ofie hand, an unnecessary increase of specific
names, and on the other, the prevalent error of the
old writers, of overlooking what appear to be slight
distinctions : we have, therefore, carefully gone over
all the descriptions in the systems of Buffon, La-
tham, &c. in the hopes of determining the species
before us, but without any satisfactory result. We
believe it has been confounded with two, if not

"il‘h?rc ;:;: adopted the specific name of Bullocki or La-
vt e e ey ongom e
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three others, under thg cdmmon name of Merops
indicus, and yet not one of the descriptions will at all
apply exclusively, to our bird. *Without, however,
troubling the reader with a8l thg details, we can
safely assert that.it is not The bird so naméd by
Edwards, whose figuse and deseciption is the origl-
nal authority for the Merops indicus of Linnmus,
Latham, and all subsequent writers. This will be
abundawtly obvious to all who go back to this
authority, and there compare the birds that have
Been assimilated to that of Edwards. These errofy,
Ly being copica. and recopied by each succeeding
compiler, do more to retard our knowledge of species
thad if the birds had never been recorded. They
make error, as it were,‘nerpemgd. In cases like *
these, ‘our only plan is to begin anew, aml after
retaining the specific name of indicus to the bird
figured by Edwards, describe allothers that will
not accord therewith as separate gpecies. 2

Wie received this Merops, so far aswe &gn re-
collect, with several other Senegal birds ; but having
lost our notes upon it, we would wish this locality
to be considered as doubtful.

Size small, not much exceeding M. erythropte-
sus ; the general colour, both above and below,. is
a uniform pea-green, having a golden or yellow
gloss in certain lights, particularly on the nape and
sides of the head, originating from the feathers, in
these parts, being ferruginous at their base ; this
fulvous tinge is likewise, as in many others of,the
genus, very strong on the quills and tail. Chin,

'
0
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throat, and breast, pea-grecn, glossed with yellow,
except that part which margins the black ears, which
is the only part of he pmmngo which has any shade
of blue, und evey here it is very slight. The green,
in short, of the ‘chin} throat, breast, and body, is
vaiform, and this aappears tq be the distinetion of
the species. In the middlé of the throat, just above
the breast, is a narrow transversq stripe of the
donpest velvet black. The ears and eye-stripe, as
“usual, i also black ; the quills and their covers

Laside-are rufous, ‘the formég, with broad black tipt.
The tail is even, except the two ‘middle feathers,
which project in’ filaments “one inch and o half
teyond the others. ¢

We are not mtlxont fuspicion that the figure
at PL Enl. isintended for this bird, but it is clearly
not a representation of the indicus of Edwards.

Total length excluding the two middle tail-
feathers, 7 mchcs bill, from the front, 1; wmgs,
3y Iatc:;al tail-feathers, 3.

Var—Another specimen we possess, whose lo-
cality is unknown, merely differs from the above in
haying the fulvous yellow tinge much stronger over
the whole of the head, neck, and part of the back;
it is also somewhat smaller, as the bill measures,
from the front, %, and the wings, 3. In other
respects, and in colour, the two birds perfectly agree,
except that the two middle tail-feathers, in this,
project 2} inches beyond the others, instead of only
14 ; this, however, may bz the effect of age.




BLACE-CROWNED BEE-EATER. s
- ]

Merops Cuvieri, L VAILANT.

.

Crown, eees, ad spot on the throat, black? the Iatter ined
below with blue; chin and stripe over the cye, white;

- body gbove, green ; nape, .ﬁ:n-uginou% '

Merops Cuvieri, 2 Faill., pl. 9, Rigne Awimal, 2 ed. i. 402,
* note—Merapes Smigni, Zool. 1l 18t Serics, platg 76.—Me-
rops supereiliosus, Var. C. Lath, Hést, of Birds, iv. 226,

.

Our specimens of this gy distinet species were
received some years ago from Sierra Leones where
it appears to be common, although we know not, at
present, whether its range is.likc;\-ise exterfled to
Senegal. It is the only Bee-cater yet discovered
with#a white chin afd an isolated blagk drown ;
characters which rendvr it so conspicuously distinct,
that we can only wonder at its being oonfoundetl,
ceven by Linnman writers, with the Merope superci-
liosus. Tt is clearly the var. C., placed under that
name, in Latham's History of Birds. 3

When illustrating this species upon a fornier
occasion, we were erronecusly informed that it had
been named after that inimitably accurate naturalist-
Savigny, and we accordingly published it under the
name of Merops Savigni ; byt M‘. Cuvier, in the Jast
edition of the Régne Aninal, has mentioned igas the

LB
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86 DLACK-CROWNED BEE-EATER

species dedicated td him; his name, therefore, is
here adopted. i

Two specimensf no¥% before jus, cstablish the
fact that the two elongated tail-feathers is either a
sexval distinction, or- a character of the adult plu-
=sage; in one of. these all the tail-feathers are
perfectly even, while in the other the two middle
end in lanceolate points, extending, two inches and
a half beyond the rest. s

‘The general plumage above, commencing from
the lower part°of the neck, is grass-green, which
changes to blue slightly tinged with green on the
rump, tail-covers, tail and tertial quills; the nape
Us fulvous, tinged with green, and the crown deep
black. On the front 1s i#white band which passes
round on each side, and forms a broad stripe over
each eye,

. Total length, without the long tail-feathers, 8
inches; bill, from the front, 1; wings, 34 ; tail-
feathevs, from the base, 31 ; the middle pair 2}
beyord the rest.

-
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BLUE-HEADPED, OR RED BEE-EATER.®

-
. -
Merops carulmceplo.alm, LaTianm,
» PLATE IX. »
. -

Red ; brighter beneath ; head, rump, ,apd. tail-covers, blue ;
. two middle tail-feathers long and pointed, = ®
-

€.¢ Guepier rose i dete bleue, Le Vaillspl, 3.—Meeops super-

bus, Pennant, Ind, Zool., sup. 33 ;3 Gen. Zool. viil. 161 ; Nuf.

Adis. pl. 78.—Merops caruloocephalus, Awet., Pl Exl. 6435
(Lath, Gen. Sy. ii. GBO ; Gwy. MTist, iv, 139.)

.

Tis is in all probability the bird described by the
Linnaan writers here quoted, although the length is
stated to be only nine inches# We are also inclined
to believe it the same as the blue-headed merops of
our catalogues, figured, however badly, in the £40th
plate of the Planches Enl. ; the only essential differ-
ence between the two, being, that the Jatter has npt
the two middle tail-feathers elongated. Latham’s
description, however, of his Blue-headed Bee-eater
is stated to be made up from a drawing by Bryce
(who was no ornithologist), and is quite different
from the bird of Buffon. The elongation of the two

middle tail-feathers is either a sexyal distinetion, or ~

is a mark of the season of breeding.
This i¢ a very striking spegies; the wred of its
plumag? is of a bright brick-dust colour aboye, but



88 BLUE-HZADED, OR RED BEE-RATER.
-

lighter and more rosy binesth ; the blue of the
head is greenish and dull, shaded with black, but
on the tail-covers it ¥ much brighter ; the scapular
quills dull olive, #ll tHe others being broadly tipt
with black, and the ends distincely notched ; ears
black ; under wing-covers and quills beneath, rufous.
Tail, even and® notched, except the two middle

feathers, which arg attenuated, and bleckish towards

theif terminal half.  First quill slightly shorter than
the second.

Total length, 13 inches ; bill (froxt), 174 ; wings,”

5% ; tail beyond, 43 ; from the base, 74 ; middle
feathers projecting 3v% beyond the others.

3
. G

L]

.LITTLE FORK-TAILED BEE-EATER,
Marops erythroplerns LATHAM. »

Petit Guépier do Seaegal, Buffon, Pl Fal. $18.—Le Guepicr
minule, Le Vaill, pl. 17 ~Merops ervthropterns, Latham,
General Synopets, ii. 681, ph 31 1 General Hist, iv, p. 140,
Pk w.m Bee-cater, Gen, Zool. 1. 175, badly de-
seril

It is a pity that a scientific name, more appropriate
than that of ergthropterus (red, or rufous winged),
was not originally imposed upon this pretty little

. Bec-eater, the smallest species of its race yet dis-

covered. T accordance; however, with that rule of
nomenclature which forbids the alteration of an
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original name, not absolutely objectionable, we retain
that of Dr. Latham, although pusilia would at
once have indicated its gredtest peculiarity, namely,
its diminutive size. )

This little Bee-eater was first brought from Senegal
by the celebrated botanist and-traveller Adanson,
and communicated to Buffor, who in his loose man-
ner described it as the Patit Guépier du Sénégal,
under which name we find it figured on the 313th
plate of the Planches Enluminees, yet so badly, that
did we rest upon these materials only for determining
the species before us, we should consider this as a
totally different bird. Dr. Latham, however, al-
thotigh his figure is equally defective, supplies its
inaccuracy by a tolerably” good deseription, having
noticed the rich and elegant spot on the throat,
which is altogether omitted in the two figures above
mentioned. To this elucidatisn ofits scientific his-
tory, we can add but little regarding its manners.
Tt seéms to be a cbmmon species on the western side
of Africa, and appeart to extend to Abyssinia ; it is
not known, however, at the Cape of Good Hope ; at
Jeast we have never scen specimens from the south-
ern parts of Africa. :

The total length of the adult bird is not more
than six inches. The whole of the upper plumage,
excepting the primary and secondary quills, and
the lateral tail-feathers, is of that peculiar glossy
changeable green, which is so prevalent in this genus,
appearing in some lights pellowish, and, in others
bluish; a black ocular &tripe extends to the ear-

VOL. VIIL K .



90 LITTLE FORK-TAILED BEE-EATER.

feathers; the chin, and half of the throat, is of a
clear and full yellow, having a very narrow edging, in
the middle of the throat only, of delicate greenish-
blue; this edging is Gollowed by a transverse black
spotof the deepest bluck, which. is also confined to
*he middle of the throat, and is surrounded by, or
rather placed in, the middle of a large patch of rich
chestnut, which goes across the bresst from side to
side, and then blends into the light buff‘coloured
green of the body and belly; the primary and
secondary quills “are ferruginous, slightly shaded
with green, with broad black ends, but the extreme
tips of the secondaries are pale and whitish, The

kateral feathers of the tail are coloured in the same _

way, and all these quills/"both of the tail and the
wings, -have the ‘generic character of being deeply
emarginate. It must be observed, however, that
this is evidently an aberrant species, for the tail is not
only slightly forked, but in some degree lyrate, the
external feathers inclining outivards. The first quill,
whichin' Merops apiaster is so short and spurious
as only to be one-fifth the length of the second, is,
in this bird, half as long as the next, while the
quills themselves do not exceed the length of the
scapulars and tertinls. These differences, however
slight, plainly indicate a tendency to the rasorial
structure, as we find it represented in the drongo-
shrikes and other Iyre-tailed birds.

; To:;:l length, 6 inches; bill, from the front,l ::a;
rom the rictug, 1% : wi 3; tail beyond, 1 ;
from the base, 2!6;’,‘q ' Jng!, 4

. 3
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FORK-TAILED, BRUE-VENTRD BEE-EATER, = *
~ .

.
Il!gropl Kirundingcons, LATHAM,
. . 2
PLATE X. .

P . . =X °

Green; chin, oragge; colitr, belly, snd tail-covers, bright

o blue; tall tomked,.the feathers with bluk and wh.lthh tips.
.

Swallow-tailed Bee-eater, Lath, Gen. Hist, iv. p. 141—M,
talva, Grife Cwe. ii. 404.—Le,G. u queue fourchue, Le
Vi 'Mpl. 8.—Merops ehrys.chhmu, J.udiu & Selby, Ilust,
pl. 09, 2

Tms is one of the most beautiful bee-eafers of
Western Africa, conspicuouslf diséinct, not only by
its colours, but also by, having the tail more forked
than "any species yet discovered. Although epeci-
mens are scldom sent to this country, we learn that
Le Vaillant found it in abundance on the banks of
the Orange river in South Africa. TIn Senegal,
however, it seems rare.

The size is rather less than that of the commpa
species: the general aspects, both above and below,
is uniform brilliant green, which gradually changes
on the belly to bright sky-blue, which colour spreads
over the vent, as well as the upper and under tail-
covers. "The chin is bright osange-yellow, which
colour is separated from the green of the lowgr part
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of the throat and breast by 3 collar of brilliant sky-
blue ; front of theshead, hght greenish blue; ea~:
and stnpc through” the’ eye, as jusual in all ..e
other species, depp Plack; beneath the ears is o
whitish epot, blended ‘with the blue and yellow of
the throat, and there is also & whitish band across
the vent. Quill-feathers cinnamon colour with broad
black tips, the ends of the feathers deeply emar-
gumte. Tail-feathers pointed, dark greeh, with
“blackish bands near the uys, which eolour , passes
ifito bluish-white ; inner mng-oovem and qtulls,
cinnamon ; tail bcpeath, blackish.
Total length, 8) inches ; bill, from the gape, ,‘5

wings, 3} ; tail beyond, 3; ditto from the base, ENS

"depth of the fork,, 1} ; tarsus, }; middle toe, (.

y



.
GREAT AFRICAN KINGFISHER.® <
. .

L
Ipida gigantead SWAINS,
.
. PLATE XL =

Alave, Yinercons, spotted with white; &hin and cheeks, whigr,
smmaculate ; byast witlf o broad rufous collar head above,
o Ulack, crested bcl.xl.nd. 3

Axoxc the largest sized Kingfishers that have long
been imperfectly known and ingorporated in our *
systems, there is the greatest confusion, notonly as
to the characters of the birds themselves, but like-
wise in regard to their nafive ecountries: The
Aleedo gigantea, or Giant Kingfisher of the old
auth8rs, long since, rémoved from this.genys, in-
cludes two, if not thiee specigs. The Aleedd afra,
or Great African Kingfisher (PL Enl. 679), is @
native of Brazil, while the Alcedo torquata, gaid to
be found in Mexico, is only the female of the last.
‘We have, however, in the bird we now designate, 3
species of a size fully equal to any of its genus, and
in every respect strikingly different from any of the
above. = .
The general colour above is dark cinereous,
thickly tovered with white spgts; thesq spots. are
thickest on the wing, afd nearly .obsolete on the
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back. It is impossible, nowever, to describe all the
slight variations which these markings assume in
different parts of fne plumage Tt will be suffi-
cient, therefore, to olserve that there is & row of
sevell on each of the thil-feathers, which are placed
# alternate distanses; the middle of cach feather
is more or less black, which colour predominates
towards the head, and leaves the arest black and
unspotted ; the cheeks are white, bordered oy black
spots, while those on the flanks run into transverse
bands. A conspicuous white spot is placed just
before the eye; the tail is moderate and rounded,
and the hind head crested. Only one specimen
was sent from Senegal, 0 that we know not whether
the sexes, as is usual in lfus genus, are differently
colourel.

Total length, 14} inches ; bil), from the front, 35;;
wings, 8; tail beyond. 2; ditto from the base, 43.

-~
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3 .
DOUBLE-COLLARED, KINGFISHER, o
. - ;
Ispidasbicincla, Sw.ess, o
-

Crested ; body above, varicgated with black and white ; be-
nestl, white v@th two black collars oy the brengt 3 nnchal
collar white and immaculate, -

IVurnwe find all authors affirmfry that the Blask
and White Kmgfisher  inhabits various regions,
Both of Asin aitd Africa, Egyp?, Persia, *Sencgal,
and, the Cape of Good Hope,—that it varies both
in size and in the particuar mixture of its colours,”,
it is impossible not to cdhclude tRat more than one
species is confounded under the common name of
Aleeds rudis, and that in all probability this mixture
of black and white in the plumage? instead of being
the c&mmctc? of a speaics, more probably belengs to
a small division of the genus. The bifd néw be-
fore us affords at least a donfirmation, in one
instance, of such a supposition. All writers* agrée
in stating that the true Alceds rudis of the Cape of
Good Hope has but one black belt on the breast,
whereas the species now before us has treo. Whert,
therefore, we find so strong a specific distinction
between birds inhabiting two localities so compara-,
tively near to each other as Senegal and the Cape,
we may_fairly conclude that the other black .nncl

.
* Soe particnlarly Edwardsd, pl. 93 Bugffon ed, Sonpind, xx.
102 and Pl Esl. 716, . . :

‘.
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white Kingfishers, ofr egioas vastly more distant,
will eventually prove to be equally distinet.

It is utterly impossible to drew up a minute
deserjption of tho plumage of a bird whose every
feather, .almost, 'is varied, in a'different manner,
with black and white ; we must, therefore, as in the
case of the Caprimuigida, single out the most
promincat characteristics. The crovn of the head

.and the crest on the nape is not entirely black, as
in the Cape species, but each feather has a very
narrow line of white, producing a striped appear-
ance; the white stripe which springs from each
postril is carried over the eye and ears, and is lost
in the variegated feathers of the crest ; below this is

" a black line which is the continuation of the black
on the ears; following this is another collar of pure
white round the nape, which in like manner is o
continuation of the white on the throat. As to the
wings, almost every quill has a differant proportion
of blzck aud white, but the outer web of the ninth
and tenth quill (except the tips) are entirely black.
The under plumage is pure glossy white, with a
broad unbroken black belt (narrowed in the middle)
across the breast, and another, equally entire, much
asrrower, but of equal breadth throughout ; half an
inch below the first, the flanks have a few stripes of
black.—The figire of the Pl Enl. 62 may possibly
represent the young bird.

Total length about 10} inches; bill, from the
frout, 2% ; wings, 5} 7 tail beyond, 13 ; ditto from
the bese, 3} ; farsus, . *
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GREY-HEADED SENEGAL KINGHUNTER
. .

-
Halcyon Sencgalensis, Pvarse
-

Head, ears, nnz‘l”gliddln of the breast, cinercous-grey ; back,
tail, and middie of the wings, blue ; Wing-covers and
of the quills, black ; upper mandible, red ; lower one, with,
the feot, black ; eyehrows, white,
. - -

Topida Senegalensig major, sBrissan, Orw, iv. 494,—Martin-pe~
cheur & této gk, Buff, od, Sown, xx. 2335 Pl Enl. 594.—
® Alcedo Senegaletsis, Ltunaus, M v

Tug Kinghunters have sgchea close resemblance to
the kingfishers, that it ds only of late years, since *
their habits and structure have been better %mnown,
that they have been separated. The first, which we
characterised many years ago s the genus Halcyon,
have the bill very broad, in some species even de-
presséd ; and instead of living upon fish,stheyescem
to frequent forests for' the sake of capturing small
reptiles and insects. Of these we have no specigs
in Europe, although they are all confined to .the
limits of the Old World. The true kingfishers, to
which we still retain the name of Alceds, have the
bill very narrow and compressed on the sides; the
feet arc much weaker, and they feed only upon fish.

‘We have adopted the vernacular nange of Kinghunter T

from the French, who call the birds we are about to
describe by the name of Maviinghassourse .
The Senegal Grey-headed Kinghunter was first
v L

VOL. VIII.

e .




98 GREY-HLADED SENEGAL KING IUNTER.

deseribed by Brisson ; it is ope of the most splendid
of this genus, hmung the remarkable peculiarity
(which is, . however, shared with the next species)
of the bill possessing tivo distinct colours, the upper
mand'nblmbemg of the richest crimson, while the
lower one is jet blavk. !

General plumage on the upper part of the body
rich light blue, oneptmg the head end upper part
_of tne neck, which are cinereous grey, darkest on the
front and crown,, and gradually blending on the
upper neck with the blue of the mtempulnm,
over eacly eye is a greyish white lmc, which beging
at the nostrils, and terminates just above the eye;

the eye itself is surroupded with a black ring urited.

to o patch of the same colpur between the eye and
the hill'; the upper mandible appears entirely crim-
son, but its sides, just at the rictus, are black ; the
ears, sides of the neek, middle of the breast, and
flanks, are shaded with light cinereous, niinutely
freckled or crossed with delicate lines and spot: of a
darker colour : this part of the plumage is prismatic,
and reflects a delicate tint of green. All the rest of
the under plumage is white. The tail, the scapu-
lars, and the largest portion of the quills, are light
Hue. The rest of the quills, and the whole of the
covers, are deep black ; inner wing-covers, and half
of the quills beneath, white ; feet, and under aspeet
of the tail, deep black.

Total length, 9 inches; bill, from the front, 14 ;
ditto, from the gape, 27 ; wings, 4; tail beyond,
13 ; ditto from the base, 23.




L
. BLUE-COLLARED MNGAUNTER. o
-

HalcgonYorguatus, SwAINs.

-
1esd shove, lu-m.rn:, ears blue, margined by a black line 3
under lglumago white ; Lreast with seblue band; upper
mandilfle and feet red 3 Jower mandible blaek.” ®,

Toe or:ly specimen of &his new species we have y2t
seen is in the Chatham Museury, to which it was
sent, with other species, all procured at the Gambia
settfement. It has obviouslybeen confounded, with
. ( many others, under thg.qommou name of Sene-*
galsnsis. At every step which the true arnitho-
logist takes in the accurate determination of the
gpecies of birds, the more wilkhe Iy impress®d with
the conviction that the total destruction of Il our
compiled systems wollld be the greatest possible
+ ' advantage which the® science, now could phssibly
yeceive. The innumerable errors they exhibit in
almost every page, are copied and recopied by cach
succeeding compiler, who thus gives them a fieti-
tious authority, so that they actually become perpeg
tuated from one century to another; while their
disentanglement, from the truth mixed up with them,
) becomes at last altogether hopeless. 'With the excep-
\{ tion of the writings of Brisson, Buffon, Linnweus, and
' Edwards we may reject almost every other gengral
work upon specics as not dnly uselcss. but pernicious,
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unworthy either of referéncg or of quotation, This
may appear undesarved censure, but every one who
practically knows the state of spgeific ornithology,
will be too well gware of its justness.

Héving expended several hours in an attempt to
clear up the synonymes of tho species before us, we
gave up the task, and omit them altogether; ob-
serving only that the Senegalensiz of Vieillot is an
imaginary species, compounded of this birdeand the

“last! while to the true Senegalensis he gives the
riame of cinerefrons. £ p

In size our Halcyon torquatus is .lfu'ger than Sene-
galensie, to which it has, however, a generzl resem-
plance in the colours of the bill, and in some parts _

-of the upper plymage. "It is immediately distin-
tinguislied, however, from that bird by its red feet
and broad blue breast band. The head is of a full
and cldar brown, and not light grey; this brown
colow’ ends abruptly, and does not, as in Senegal-
ensis, blend into the blue of the back. The ears are
blue, margined above by a narrow black line ; the
chin, throat, and lower half of the body is pure
white; the wings are much like those of Sencgal-
ensis, they are deep black, but their margins, together
with the middle of the greater, and nearly the whole
of the lesser quills (externally), are shining blue ; the
tertial quills, which in Senegalensis are blue, are in
this black ; there is no white line over the eye ; and
the feet are red.’

Total lgngth, 10 inches; bill from the gape, 2} ;
front, 2; wings, 4% ; tail, base, 33 ; tarsi, .
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RUFOUS;VENTED KINGHUNTER, *

Hdcm'rujmkr, SwaINS.
o  PLATE XIL ;

. - -
Above, pale shining blue ; wing-covers, interscapnlars, tertinlsy
and epds of the pri black ; bepeath white, with the
* lower half of the body, the flanks, and under wing-covefs, *
rufous 3 crown grey 3 bill and legs red.

- - -
Martin Pecheur bleu et noir de Senegal 2 P1. Eul. 356.

.

Tne species we now name the Haleyon rufivonter
has been, if we mistake nof, long ago figuredl in the
Planche Enluminees of Buffon, or at least thg lower
figure, at Plate 356, represents adird very nearly
allied to that now before us. It seems, however,
according to Sonnini, “to have been ovezlooked by
systematists as a variéty of some other, and he ac-
cordingly calls it the Martin Pechenr blew e noiy
du Senegal, without, however, giving it a Latin
name. Can this be the same as the Dacelo acteon
of a French writer? At all events, we cannot adops
such mythological and unmeaning names, without
setting at defiance all those sound and admirable
rules of systematic nomenclature which have been’
laid down by the great masters of our science *.

. . o -
* Sce Classification of Birds, vol, i, page 228,
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From the very short dscription by Sonnini of the
bird in question, it would seem that it differs from
ours in having the “ wader parts of the body yel-
lowish red, just gs far as the throdt, which is shaded
with Dlue, this tint, altLough somewhat darker, covers

he head of the back and nesk.” Now, the under
parts of our species, as far 45 the middle of the body,
is pure white, while the crown of the head is of a
brown drab, with a paler nuchal collar, as light as the
ears and sides of the neck. We suspect, however,
that Sonnini has drawn up his description ffom the
figure he quotes, without having ever seen the
bird. A

Size of the Senegal kinghunter. The general co-
Jours of the upper part of tae body and limbs are two,
deep velvet-black and bright cerulean blue. The
black covers the scapulars, wing-covers, tertial quills,
and the interscapulars; immediately behind which
the blue of the' back, rump, and tail commences ;
the outér webs of the lesser quills and the basal part
of the greater are of the same blue as the back, the
tips of all the quills more or less black; spurious
wings blue green ; the margin of the wings is white.
Both mandibles of the bill are deep erimson ; feet
the same ; crown and sides of the head light drab
pruwn, without any grey or cinereous ; paler on the
cars and below the eyes, where it changes to white ;
.nape and upper neck the same tint as the crown,
but much lighter throat ; neck, breast, and upper
part of the body beneath, white ; all the rest of the
under plumage, flauks, and under wing-covers, deep

>
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rufous: tail rounded; the tertials are glossed with
blue ; and there is a dusky spot before the eye.

Total length, £§ or 9 inches ; bill, from the front,
1% ; wings, 4; tail beyond, 1}; ditto from the
base, 3. - s

-
I r

LI{TLE RUFOUS-CHEEKED KiNGHUNTER.

' . Haleyon cyanctis, SWaN$, -

_ Sides of the head, ears, and neck, rufous, glossed with purplz
transverse

violet 3 crown of the kead add nape, black, with
blue spots; chin and throdt white; oreast and body be-
neath orange rufous 3 bill and feet red.

Todicr de Jiuda, PL Enl. 783, fig. 1—Todier bleu & ventre
rouge, Bufon.—Todus caorulenssaBlucyTody of uut!lon.

Tr1s superb little species may be called the gem of
the family, both froni its diminutive size and its
exceeding richness of colouring. It has, as usual.
been placed as a variety of another by our systema-
tists, who at first called it a fly-catcher (Zodus) and
then one of the four “ varieties” of their Alcede
caruleocophala.  To the modern ornithologist it is a
very interesting species, since it possesses the broad
bill of Haleyon and more syndactile feet of Alcado.
The outer toe is only disconnected from the middle
toe at itserminal joint, and there are ne.apparent
scales either upon the tarsas or the toes; the tail is
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very short, rounded, anfl the under-covers reach
within a quarter of*an inch of its tip.

The crown of the head is occupigd by an isolated
broad patch of deep tlack, each feather hn\m,, a

4 (mnsvcrse- blue band across its tip; which gives this

part the appearanch of beipg* lineated with ultra-
marine. From each mostril commences a large patch
of rufous which, envelopes the base of the lower

mandible, the ears, and the sides of the head, where

it forms a broad stripe over the eye; this rufous
encircles the neck above, ard is glpssed upon the
ears, the nape, and the maxillary stripe, with a most
lovely lilac or violet colour; neither does it blend
into the white of the throat, but terminates abruptly
on its sides ; the back, scapnlars, and tail-covers are
uniforni”ultramarine blue ; the wings and tail black,
slightly glossed with the same ;' the wing-covers are
tipt with blue; ehin and throat white ; breast and
all the remaining under plnmage, mfous orange,
bill and legs scarlet.

Total length, 4} inches ; bill, from the front, 1/ ;
from the gape, 144 ; wings, 2; tail beyond,



GREEN-NECKED ROLLER. , °
< L]
Coracias Algaim‘ga, LATHAN.

Front of the head and chin white ; heafl, neck, throat, and
body Heneath, sea green; back and quill-covers ferroginedus :
lesser wing'covers, quills, and rump, ultramarine blue * tail

e forke&l = 0 \ °

-
Ll

Loracias Abyalui?. Latham, Ind. Orn.j. 169 ; Rollier d*Abes-
sinea, PI. Enl. 626.—Abyssinian Roller, Lath, Genl. Synop.
i 404 3 Gen. Hist iil. 76 ; Comcins caudata, Wagler's Sp.
Avium, No, 2.—Coracias albifgons, Skaw, Genl. Zool. 7, 2,
392. .

E ] - -

Tux Rollers have many characters in common with
the bee-caters, like them they fegd upon tife wing,
and, as we believe, subsist almost entirely on insects ;
for this purpose the gape of their mouths is exces-
sively wide, so that they may swallow their prey
whole. Their colouring is most splendid, consisting
almost entirely of different shades of green, blue, and
cinnamon-brown, the latter of which is usually called
ferrugineous or bright rust colour. All the species
are confined to the warm latitudes of the Old World,
and only one migrates to the cclder countries of
Europe during our summer. e .
The species of Roller most common in Senegal is
that which by some singular chqz’mce has been cplled
the Abyssinian, while that which has been named

VOL. VIIT. £
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the Senegal we have never yet seen.  Of that now
before us we fortunately possess a young specimen,
which might be easily mistaken for a different bird,
since the two outermos: feathers of the tail, instead
of being longer than sthe others, are a full inch
waorter ; the green of the head, neck, and body be-
neath is light, obseure, and ferging to brown ; there
is no white on the front, and but vegy little on the
chir ; the azure blue on the shoulders occupics, also,
# much narrower e. .

<In the adult the prevaleht colour of the“whole:
plumage is a light, changeable, blué or sea-green.
The ferruginous colour of the back ommences only
av the interscapulars, and not, as in C. Senegala

(as figured in the Pl Enl. §26), immediately behind

the nape. This ferruginous colour covers the middle
of the back, the scapulars, the quill-covers, and part
of the turtials. The shoulders and lesser wing-covers
are of a splendid ultramarine blue, so also is the
rump aud upper tail-covers; ull the quills are like-
wise dark blue, except at theix base, where they are
of the same light green as the body and the greater
wing-covers. The front of the head, the eyebrows,
and the chin, are white ; but all the rest of the under
plumage and the inner wing-covers are uniform light
sea-green ; such also is the chief colour on the tail,
but the four middle feathers are blackish green, and
the base of the others more or less dark blue. The
narrow prolongation of the two outermost are black ;
their length depends upon age: when fully grown,
they exceed the othérs by 4ve inches.
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We ground our belief that the Coracias Seiegala
and Abyssinica are distinet spoé.cfcs, solely upon the
faith we always gepose on !he remarkable accuracy
of Edwards, who expressly sav%,:in his nccognt of
the former, that “the hinder part of the meck” is of
“a yeddish broren coluy,” and this singularly agrees
with the figure of the PL Exl. No. 326. There is
not the slightest reason to entertain Dr. Wagler's
suspicidh that either of these figures are®copies one
of the pther.

* Total length, exclusive of the long tail-feathers,

42 inches ; bill, from the front, 1.%; ; ditto, from the
gape, 144 ; wings, 6: middle tail-feathers, 5 |
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L]
Coracias cyanogaster, Cuvies,
b

- PLATE XIIL

. o .

Head, nock, and breast hooded with greenish-fawn eolour
body, above and beneath, and wings, sapphire-blue, the.
latter with o light green band ; sespulars black ; tail forked
wand green,

Coracins eyanogster,. S_wlc;m :h-a'um, No. 6, Jardine and
Selly, TUL, of Orn. pl. 123.

I¥ richliess of cqlouring alone constituted beauty,
this Roller would be the most splendid of all the
birds of Western Africa. No“effort of art can “pos-
sibly do justice 4o those inifnitably rich lines of
ultramarine, beryl colour, and changeable fawn,
with which it is ornamented ; for there are no tints
hitherto discovered, either mineral or vegetable,
which will enable the painter to produce their suc-
cessful imitation.

Le Vaillant seems to be the first who made us
cequainted with this magnificent bird, by whom it
was described under the name of Le Rollior ¢ ventre

"blew, and Latinized by M. Cuvier into Coracias

cyanogaster.  Dr.” Wagler has committed two
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strange mistakes about this bird; he says it is
the Garrulus cyanogaster of Vieillot, a name no-
where to be foungd in the litest™and most complete
of his works; and he takes ufon himself to correct
this author,® who states it i’ found in Africa] by
asserting it to be an imhabitant of Java. It might*
. have been as well had hé stated on what authority
this rested. Itis, however, a false one, since no
less thare three specimens have come to éur hands
direct from Senegal. o

* Size rather larger than the Cordcias Abyssinicd
The whole of the head, neck, throat, and breast, is
enveloped, as it ‘ers, in a hood ‘of very light drab
or fitwn colour, glossed with green, which changes’
its tint in different dirgftions of light; the drab
sometimes assumes a warmer ferruginouse tinge,
while in others it scems changed into a light but
dull yellowish-green: the frpnt, &hin, and eye-
brows are paler, and almost white: a black mantle
spreads over the interscapulars and the, scapular-
covers: the wings ard of the deepest and®most
brilliant mazarine blue, except the basal half of
the quills, which are of a light beryl or blue-green
colour : the lower part of the back and upper tail-
covers are decp blue, so also are the corresponding
parts on the under plumage; that is, from the
breast to the vent: the tail is light sea-green,

brightest beneath ; its form is decidedly forked ; all

the feathers are pointed, the two middle ones

* Habitat In insuls Java, et non ut®el. Vieillof indicaf. in
A y ¢ N ‘

-
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slightly shorter than the rest, and the two outer
ones extended beyond the others, in narrow fila-

A . . . .
ments, more thafi two inches; in the superior

length of the wing®, and the emargination of its
quids at their tips, We trace an.evident approxima-

“tion to the mext genus, EKurystomus: the under
wing-covers, and the-breast plumes close to them,
are of the same_turquois-green as the tail : bill and
..l\.gl blackish. »

- Totallength, 18 inches ; bill, gape, 1} ; front, 1 2,;
‘wings, 7; tail beyond, 81, depth of the fork, 2§ ;
tarsus, 1. A

WHITE-NAPED ROLLER,

-

¥
. (Ch Coracias muchaliz, SwAINS.

Lollar round the nape, front, and cyebrows, white; back,
seapulars, and tertiale, obscure olive ; wing-covers vina-

coous, margined with parple; under plumage vinacoous,
striped with white,

Or this rare and undeseribed Roller, not more than
- three specimens have as yet fallen under our in-
spection.  Like the Indian Roller and its supposed
varieties, the under plumage is striped with white
upon a vinaceous ‘or rufous-brown ground; but it

\

i
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differs from that, no less than' from all others yet
discovered, by its nuchal collar. « ,

.The general size is equal to tBat of the two pm
ceding, The front of the head um,ted with a broad
stripe over each eye, is white;® there is also_a sfhall
spot of the same on the chm ons the nape, or ra--
ther on the occiput, is o large transversely placed
spot, somewhatgpartially hid by the long plumes on
the crown ; the edge of these feathers has a pearly
white gloss, but their basal half is of the purest
white : the crown is vindceous red’;" the upper parf
of the neck is the same ; the interscapulars, upper
part of the back, scapulars, and tertials, ate of a
uniform light olive; the greater and lesser wing-"
covers are yinaceous, chan g to bright lilac on the -
margin of the cubitus, and to ultramarine blue from
the outer angle of that joint; and this blue extends
all round the carpus, and spregds oger the spfirious
wings and all the quills: the lower part of the

- back is of the same liac or vinaceous tipt as the

cubitus, which gradually clmng’nlou the upper tail-
covers to ultramarme blue e tail is shghtly
rounded, the two middle feathers being olive
green ; the others, are entirely of a dark ultramarine
blue: the under plumage, from the chin to the‘
vent, is uniformly of the same vinaceous, or réd
ferrugincous colour, as the wing-coveps, each feather
having a stripe of cream-coloured white down its -
shaft: under tail-covers lilac: inner wing-covers,
vinaceous,white : base of the quills, on their inner
surface, white, faintly tingpd with blue Bill black,
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legs brown. It may beas well to add, that there
i5 in this species nohe of that green, either on the
wings or on the body, which is $0 congpicuous in
the Coracias Indica; Linn. figured by Edwards,
pl. 526,.and in the PL Enl. 285. ,

Total length to<he tip of the middle tail-feather,
13 inches; bill, from the base, 11 ; ditto, from the
gape, 1y%; wipgs, 5}; middle teil-feather, 53 ;
tavsus, Y. % '

CINNAMON-BACKED ROLLER,

Eurystomus rubescens, VIEILLOT,

Rufous-ein , b th plossed with purple 1 quills, and
gireater wing-covers, mazarine Llue 5 under tail-covers, and
Intesal tail-feathers, hhse-green ; bill orange,

Coracias Afra, Awtorum—Eurystomus rubescens, Fiedl.

> ﬁ‘ac.% Meth. 871.—Collaris purpurssecns, Sysema A vivir,
0.2,

Wuene all the species of a genus are distinguished
by splendid calours, variously combined, it is al-
most impossible to assign the pre-eminence to any
one.  But for the inexpressible splendour of the
blne on .the Coracias: cyanogaster, we should be
tempted to say the bird row before us was the most

\
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splendid of the whole, rate ;" and, we doubt not,
but that many will think so.® @he exquisite lilac
reflections on thg under pfumggc defy the painter's
art, while the rich cinnamon®of the back admirably
contrasts with thefull dark blue of the wiggs. *

We are seldom dispgsed to pass over a geperic
name which has an undoubted right to priority,
provided it has no radical defect in its construction,
but no ¥ule can be absolutely without @xceptions ;
and, in the present instance, Eurystomus is so very
expressive of one of ihe chief characters of tils
group, that we are induced to give it the preference
over Colaris, the Greek name, as it has been al-
Tegéd, of some unknown bird ; which, of coursé,
is as applicable to any otjfer as to this group.

It is one of the great defects of the Systeme Avivm,
in many respects a valuable work, that its author is
continually uniting two or three species of thie older
omnithologists under one specific name, not after
examdination, but obvlously, and often gonfessedly,
upon mere conjectule, without, in short, having
seen them., In the present instance, we find tl’xc
E. purpurascens and the rubescens of Vieillot set
down as the same species; when, on perusing the
original accounts of each, no two can well be more
different. Y

The size of this species, which seems not uncom-
mon in Senegal, is smaller than any of the preceding.
The bill is of a fine orange-yellow : the whole of
the upper plumage, including the shoulder and
lesser wing-covers, the scapulars, and part of the

YoL. viL N
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tertials, is of a uniform rufons cinnamon ; and this,
also, is the ground colour of the under parts of the
body ; but from the chin to the vent tliere is a rich
gloss of lilac purple,” not seen on the upper parts,
and which extends also to the under covers of the
wings : the whole of the quilis; with their greater
covers, are rich uniform mazarine blue, with ob-
scure blackish tips: the tail is sliglttly forked, the
latéral feathers light sea-green, tipt with mazarine-
blue, the middle pair olive-brown : the under tail-
covers, and under surface of the quills, blue-green ;
feet blackish. . -

Total length, 9} inches; bill, from the gape, 1} ;
from the front, % ; wings, 6} ; tail beyond, 1% ;
depth of the fork, . .

EUROPEAN HOOPOE.—8exg6AL VAwarTy..

Upupa spops, Linxaus,
Var.? U. Sencgolonsls, SwAINS.
Cinnamon brown, beneath paler; belly whitish ; wings black,

with white bands; an oblique white bar on the primary
quills 3 erest tipt with white and black.

Var. a? Scnegalensis, smaller ; crest tipt only with black. |

Ir is for the purpose of framing a comprehensive
and succinct specific character for this well known
bird, and w0 offer a few remarks upon thé species,
that we have been induced to give it a separate con-
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sideration.  Specimens from Senegal agree with
two others, reputed to be Europcan, now before usg,
in possessing that broad white "band upon the pri-
mary quills, which is not seen in the Upupa capen-
sis. DBut there is, on the other hand, so inuch
difference in the intesity of colouring among dif-
forent individuals of the U7 epope, that we must
either conclude it is subject to considerable varia-
tion, or’ that there may possibly be two distifict
species still falling under that name. Do the sexes,
again, differ? pr does this diversity of colour ori-
ginate in age or, climate? These questions require
much investigation before the history of such a
well known bird can be rendered complete. ¥

We shall merely, in,this place, state the chief
differences. in the Senegal Hoopoe, leacing its
claims for specific distinction open to further in-
quiry.’ In size it is considsrably less than that
which is found in Europe; although the bills of
both are of the same length, the rufous, or cinna-
mon colour, is only bright upon the crest, in all
other parts of the plumage (where it occurs, as in
the European bird,) it is pale drab, or isabella co-
lour: the crest feathers are tipt with deep black ;
but (as in E. capensis) there is no white whatever
between the black and the rufous. The rest of the
plumage presents no conspicuous difference, except-
ing that the white bands on the lesser quills are
more confined in extent; that is, they do not en-
croach g0 much upon the black. In the arrenge-

"



116 * EUROPEAN HOOPOE.

ment of the quili-feathefs or bird agrees with the
European. $ “

The European Hoopoe arrives in small flocks, in
Sieily, during the spring and autumnal migration,
where we have repeatedly shot it. The assertion
‘that it is then suificiently alfandant to purify the
air, by devouring putrid substances, is such an ab-
surd fable, that, -but for its having“”been rccen(ly
repeated in one of our “popular” compilations®,
we should hardly have thought it worth refuting ;
on the contrary, it is a very cleanly bird, feeding
only upon live worms and insects, which it seeks
for in the most retired shades. It is, in short, by
no means common ;- and as it does not breed, as we
believe, in the Mediterranean, we have never scen
its nest.

Total length, about 9} inches; bill, from the
base, 13 ; wings, 5; ‘ail, from the base, 3}.

* Mudic's British Birds,




SENEGAL RED-FCOTED PROMEROPS.

4 Pﬂ:mcmp: Senepalensis, SwRINS,

~

Blnck, glassed with greenish-hine ; parplz npon the neck and
chin 3 spurions wings, quills, and foar lateral tail-feathers,
with white spots; bill black, red at the base, and almost

*straight. . . v -

Fuleinellus Sencgalensis, Vieill, Engy. Meth, 580 —Fpimachus
melanorhynohios, Syuﬁmg Avium, i. No. 1. .

We have received from Senegal two or three speci-
mens of a Promerops, which $ery ®ell agrees with
the description of that called by Vieillot Senagalen-
sis, excepting, that ingtead of the bill “and - feet
being black, the bill is black and red and the feet
entirely red. M. Vieillot indeed mentions, thas
another specimen of his Sencgalensiz which he ex-
amined was four inches shorter, and the feet were
red. On comparing our Senegal specimens wizh*
one of the P. erythrorynchos of authors, we find
they are almost precisely of the shme size; that
the white spots on the wings and tail are the same ;
and that the feet of all three are red. The Senegal
» . a o .

* & Rostro pediuspe wigris, Vicill. Ency. Meth. 530.

4 »
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birds, on the other hand, differ from that of Southern
Africa ; first, by having little or no glossy green on _
the back, breast, and body s+ seqondly, by having

the bill red only,at its base, the rest being black ;
and, thirdly, by having the bill rather longer, and
~ obviously less curved. Now; the question is, whe-
ther these Senegal specimens are of a different
species, or mere varieties, of that fiom the Cape of
Good Hope? In regard to the above ditferences,
the first may arise from climate or from age ; the
second may be accounted for by the fact, that the
red colour is only gained by maturg age; for one of
our specimens has the bill entirely black, and a full
half inch shorter than the other: the third difference,
as far as regards the degrae of curvature, is much
more important, for we do not suppose that this
would be the effect of age or of climate; and yet,
is it sufficient to corstitute a specific distinction ?
On this question we cannot at present return a de-
finite ans'ver; but as M. Vieillot las done so, by
retaining these birds under different specific names,
we shall follow the same plan, at least until farther
information is procured upon the subject. M. Vieil-
lot likens his Senegalensis, not to the Mogueur of
Le Vaillant (which is the erythrorynchos of au-
thom), but to the Nam.aqum'; Pmmgmpg of the
same author, neither does Lie notice the difference
in the curvature of the bills, above pointed out.
We ghall now describe the Senegal Promerops as
corcisely as possible. Size and structure similar to
P. erythrorynchos, excepting the bill, which is
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much less curved, as.seen ‘by the outline here
given of both. &t

e O

R is also four-tenthe of an inch shorter : the whole
of the upper mandible is deep black, except the ba~
sal marging, just at the rigtes and the base of the
culmen ; which parts are bright"l"-’d» without any
appearance of this colour having extended further :
the under mandible js black for about one-half its
length, and red g¢ the basil half; in the young

bird the bill is ong ack, with the margins
only of the gap:“::zl:yt:i gtound coldur gf the
whole plumage, in the adult, 5s de¢p black, richly
glossed with purple-blue on the chin, throat, uppes
neck, and wing-covers : in all the other pgrts of the
plumage, which is glossy, the colour is dark green-
ish-blue, without any of that golden, or coppery=
green, seen in P. erythrorynchos : the rump, belly,
and under tail-covers, are deep black, and not
glossy : two-thirds of the spurious quills are covered
with a large oval white spot: the three first quills
have a dimilar spot in the micdle of their infer
webs: but on the six néxt quills, the white spot
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extends also to the oute webs, while the three first
secondaries have mgrclhu small white spot on their
inner webs: the tail is long agd cuneated ; the
three outermost fcatf.crs have a double white spot
near their tips (closer to each ather than in ery-
throrynchos), and®a single white spot on the outer
web of the fourth pair of feathers, but there is
none upon the eniddle pair: theseelatter, in some

lights, hdve very little green, but are el lilae,

mlxcd with the Rlue. _

The immature bird has #he throgt rufous brown
while, {n what wp consider g thg female, the byl
s half an inch shorter ; that is, measuring onJ’ one
“inch and a half from QW front.

Total length, «with thq tail, about 16} inches;
bill, ffom the front, 2,;; from the rictus or gape,
275 ; wings, 5}; tail beyond, 7; ditto, from the
hase, 91. e o

LITTLE PALE-WINGED PROMEROPS,

-
Promerops pusillus, SwAINS,

Black, glossed with purple 3 spurious wings and quills spotted
evith white ; tafl slightly rounded, immaculate ; ends of

the primary qmlls greyish white,
-

* 'We can find np deseription in any modern author

applicable to this singularly small species, which is
not bigges than aglarks although its tail wenders it
much larger. | Of thosée enumegated in Audubert
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and Vieillot's splendid work on the Gilded-birds
(Owcau.e Dorés), its neare n%mt_) 15 to the blue
species, figured at plate 9; hut that bird is very
considerably lm'ger, and has xfoneg of those white
spots upon the wmgs which afe so conspumous in
the present gpecies, neither is it enumerated in the
Systema Avium of Dr. Waglen In size and general
appearance it makes a near approach,to the Prome-
rope purgforatus of Burchell® ; but the si2e is still
smaller, and the bill, instead of being faleate, is
véry slightly curved. We may here remark, that”
we do not see suthmcnt characters in the proposed
genus  Rhinopomastes 1o allow of its separation
from Promerops. In refcrmge to what has been
said of the form of its nostfils, it appears to us but
a simple and a very slight modification of that ex-
hibited in the last bird we have described, but more
especially in this. In all three, the gperture of the
nostril is linear and pervious; the upper part is
protcdnd in erythrorynchos, by a slightly promi-
nent rim formed of the substance of the billy but
which is so thin, that when the bird is alive we
suspect it i8 flexible ; for in Senagalensis it nctunlly
is s0, although, to a casual observer, it appears like
that of the former species. Finally, in the bird
now before us, this aperture of the nostrils is still
narrower ; and the homy lid, which.is flexible, iz
so developed, that, when closed, the aperture can *
be scarcely seen. It perfectly accords, in short,
* This ad.‘ms to be the Iﬂinnpﬁmada Smitkii, Zoologidal

Journal, iv, p. 2 g
‘' YVOL. vir. ! £ o
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with the figure given of RAinopomastes in the Zoolo—
gical Journal. . |

The bill of our present species; like th’xt of all
the typical Promerops, is considerably compressed,
s0 tnat the culmen becomes almost carinated. The
fourth and fifth wings are ths longest, and the sides
only of the tail are rounded ; the six middle feathers

.

L of
?/‘ o |

being almost of equal length. Theground colour of

tiie wholu plumage is deep black, richly glossed with
purple-blue on the head, neck, breast, and back ;
less 5o on the \iriugs and tajl, and not at all on the
hody. The primaries, near their base, have a
transverse white spot, which does not cross the
outer web of the two first quills; besides these, the
five first quills are crossed, at about an inch from
their tips, with a shade of greyish-white, which

crosses both webs, but which leaves the extreme

tips Lrown : bill and legs horn colour.

Total length, 9 inches; bill, from the front, 1};
ditto, from the gape, 1% wings, 3¢5 tail, from
the base, 5.

The young bird is brown from the chin to the
belly, where the colour gradually becomes black.

Ny
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RED-BREASTED SUNBIRD.

Cinmyris M-. CuviEr.
° °
0 PLATE XIV. ° s

Golden-green ; breast crimson, marginfd with yellow 3 the
two middle tail-feathers, in the male, greatly elongated,
H and very narrow.

) - -

Certlia pulchells, Zignaws—Cinnyris pulchells, Keg. Ane
mal, i. 434.—8oni manga chaggeant i longae queue, /.
Eul. 670, i—De petit Sonf manga alongnc quone, el
Ois. 2'0r, pl. 40.—Le Socrflr tossu, Le Vaill, Ois. " Afrigne,
vi. pl. 283, . 1.

Tuis well known and elegant little bird scems to
be particularly common in Senegal, from whence
great numbers have béen recently sent to-Europe as
articles of commerce. "This unusual importation has
arisen from the demand for Humming-birds, and
others of small size and rich plumage, in conse-
quence of the fashion so prevalent with the fair sex,
of decorating their hair with these splendid natural
ornaments.  Le Vaillant discovered this species also
in South Africa, in the Caffre territories. He says
it is only found in the large forests, where he was'
unable to discover its nest. Like others of its genus,
the mala loses its rich glossy plumes, and the4wo
long feathers: in jts tail,7after the breeding season,

ol .
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when it assumes the plunage of the female. The
latter sex, as Le Vajllant observes, is of a grey-
brown-olive above, and of a lighter tint beneath,
which gradually igelines to dull white on the belly
and under *tail-covers ; all the. tail-feathers are
~rounded and equal.« The male; in its full plumage,
15 entirely of s rich gilded‘green, both above and
below, except upon the breast, whore there is a
traasverse patch of bright scarlet, shading o on all
sides into pale straw-coloured yellow : the quills
dud tail are blackish-hrown ; the greater wing-co-

vers the same ; but those nearest the body are edged,

with green, the lesser covers being like the back :
toe tail is rounded, and of a boat-shaped form, and
the bill and feet are black : the two middle tail-fea-
thers extend two and a half inches beyond the
others.

Total length, exclusive of the two middle tail-
feathers, 4% ; bill, 7 ; wings, 2% : tail beyond,
1o 5 ditto, from the base, 1}.



SPLERDID SUN EIRD.

Stunyris splendida, Cvugzs,
a L 2
Glossy ;10!.:1 with the back and elongatgd tail-covers emerald-

e greed; breast with tmnsverse interrapted lines of crimsdd;
belly and venttblack ; :podwminac ftztlwra yellow.

Certhia lotenia, Linneus, —L’Ecl:mmt, Vieillot Ois. d°Or. pl. &
~2Le Soni mangs a plumes spyeuses, Ib. pl. §2.—Le Su-
cricr cblmdsunt, Lo Vaill® Ois. ddf vi. 295, L. 1L.—Cin-»
nyris lucidus, Zraité &'Ork 205,

1 -

Tre enthusiastic Le Vaillant might well b& enrap-
tured upon discovering this charming little creature,
which is certainly the most splendid spegies in this
group we have yet seen. It is difficult everi to de-
seribe its colours, which clmnge under almost every
diversity of light ; while to represent them is lmpos -
sible. Metallic tints, which more especially belong
to birds of the most dazzling plumage, are those
which the painters art can least represent ; and ‘this
is the true cause why birds so ornamented, more
especially with different hues of dark blue, purple,
or lilae, exhibit nothing of their true richness when
attempted to be represented,on paper. Our readers,
therefore, must bear this fact in mind, and not eon-

.
- 3 »
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sider that our plates belie our descriptions; or that
the former are inagcurately or carelessly, done, be-
cause they do not fusti}'y the encomiums of the
latter. AT o

In regard to the Sutibird now before us, its de-
scription, setting aside its delineation, is somewhat
difficult. Its head and, netk may be called either
purple, blue, violet, or lilac; for it ghanges to one
or -other of, these tints according to the dircetion it
is held in, whether to or from the light, whether
viewed by the sun, or by af candle; in either case,
the plumage is as glossy as polished steel, while
those parts not illumined by toe light become abso-
Tutely black. Such is the appearance of the crown,
sides of the head, the neck, and the throat, to a
little beyond the breast, where this colouris crossed
by several narrow irregular lines of bright scarlet,
something in the manner of the Senegal Sunbird,
butless distinet: the lower half of the body, to the
vent, is deep uniform black without any gloss: the
upper plumage, from the interscapulars to the tail-
covers, is of the most brilliant polished blue-green,
one or other of which colours preponderate accord-
ing to the light; but there is no golden or other
tint intermixed: the same green is upon the lesser
wing-covers and the under tail-covers. What par-
ticularly distinguishes this species from all others
yet known, is the great prolongation of the upper
tail-covers, which are quite as long as (and entirely
conceal) the tail itself, the feathers of which are
all evén and blue-black :  the wings, feet, and bill

- |
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SPLENDID SUNBIRD. * 12%

/( are solely black : the third, and two following quills,
are all of the same length, ¢ *

Total length,e3} inches; bill, from the gape, 1;
wings, 2} ; tail beyond, lf;; tarsus, %

A % s

"

» LINEATED, OR SENEGAL, SUNBIRD.

.
- Ciangria Sencgalensis, Cuvier., .
I'\';m. and chin emerld-green,: thront and Lreast mu'l;t.
< transversely lineated with parple 3 body black ; wings cine
namon-hrown. & 4

Certhia Sencgalensis, Linmm—Ci;myﬁa Sencgalensis, Cu-
vier—ILe Soui-manga violet a poitrige ronge, Vietll. Onrs,
d'Or. ii. 8.—Le SuerierProtoc, Le Vaill, Ois. dAf,vi.
pl. 295, £. 2. z

Tas superb slaecies'is only inferior in richness of

colouring to the last. Tt is probably one of the most

common birds of Senegal, as scarcely any collection
imported from that country does not contain several
specimens ; it is seldom, however, that these arein

the fine and petfect plumage of the adult male.
Te Vaillant, who found this €pecies also in Caf-
fraria, relates a singular habit belonging to the male.
4 It appears, that on ordinary accasions, when the
bird i¢ in his full plumdge, the blue lines which
cross the middle of the breast-feathers are scarcely

)
Py
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seen, being held by the margins of the next range ;
but when he is desitops of attracting the attention
of the female, he stretches out his neck, and, at the
same time, raises thesé feathers in such a manner
that these-splendid blie and purple lines become
suddenly displayed #n all their beauty.

As we fortunately possess this species in three
differént stages of plumage, we shall Btiefly describe
each, since they differ so materially that b orni-
thologist, unacquainted with the peculiar characters
of "this group, would suppose them ths same, :

In the first, which is either the female, ora young
male of the first year, all the upper plumage is hair-
brown, with the chin, ears, and sides of the netk,
che same : the middle of the, throat is blackish, bor-
dered on“each side with a stripe of fulvous white :
cach of the breast-feathers is tipt by the same light
colour, Which ineseases, and occupies the middle of
the body, the belly, and whole of the under
tail-covers s the wings and tail' are of the same co-
lour as the back. #

In the second, which is obviously a male begin-
ning to assume its summer plumage, the upper plu-
mage is like the last, that is, uniform hair-brown S
hn} some of the feathers of the crown are tipt with
shining green, and the chin is entirely so: the
wh?le of the neck is scarlet, lineated with dark me-
tallic blue-green : but these colours reach only as
far as the hreast, which, with the middie of the
body-and vent is fulyous white, spotted irrogularly
with brown. 2
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The third is a most becutifully perfect specimen 4
of the adult male in full plumaga. The ground co-
lour of the upper plumage, which was light brown
beforc, is now of a uniforndy deep velvet-black ;
the wings and tail being snuff-coloured, . or of a
cinnamon-brown : the crown is covered by an oval
patch of shining emerald-green; and there is a si-
milar one on the chin and base of the lower mandi-
ble, which leaves the carg and sides of the head
black : the fore-neck, down to about the middle of
the body, is rich scarlet, erossed with lines of steel-
blue, reﬁecting purple and yiolet: these lines are
more crowded on the throat, and seem gradually to
beccme more indistinet where the crimson termi-
nates: in some lights the-throat is so glossed with
purple, that the crimson is hardly seen: the lower
part of the body, and the whole of the remaining
under plumage, is of the same velyetty-black as the
upper parts: the lesse jwmg-corcm are blackish-
brown: the tail is eve.; and the third quill is the
largest.

Total length, 5 inches; bill almost 1; wings,
2} ; tail beyond, % ; ditto, from the base, 2; tar-
sus, v

YOL. VIII. : By
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FIRE-BACKED SUNRBIRD.
CYnnyn:.s e:yﬂm\m!m; Swains,

PLATE XV, “
] - °
Head, neck, and breast, oopper eoloured 3 lesser wing-covers,
back, rump, vod glossed with purple 3 wings, fail, and
~ body beneath, deep blaclk. 3 e ° X

Le Soui-mangs rouge-doré, Viedl, Ois. &'0r, ii. 60, pl. 27—~
Certhia rubro-fusea, Skaw, Aucforum.

Wz have very little doulit that the bird we shall
now deseribe is the same as that, above referred to,
in the splendid work of M. Vieillot; the description
there yiven, although very short, is quite applicable,
when it is considered th:&the only specimen he
saw had been injured by tifl2 and fumigation. Dr.
Shaw merely copies Vieillot’s account, and gave the
bird the scientific name of rubro-fusca, an appella-
\ion quite erroneous, since there is no brown what-
ever in the plumage ; the true colour of the body,
,wings, and tail, being deep black. Two fine spe-
Ciniens, sent from Senegal, enables us to deseribe
its colours whey in perfection.

In size, this is the smallest species of any con-
tained in our list, for it measures only four inches
and three-quarters ; it is also the only one which
does not possess any tinge or shade of green. Ne-
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gative characters of this sort, particularly in such a
genus as this, are very often Hetter than others of a
positive nature. _The wh.'e of the head, the neck,
and the breast, is of a dark gléssy copper-red colour,
with a slight gloss-of lilac-piirple on the throat and
breast : this+copper-zed extends down the upper
part of the neck on to ‘the interscapulars, where it
gradually becomes more lilac, or, in other words,
the copflery‘gloss diminishes and the lilae increaszs,
and sq continues down the whole back, and is ter-
“minated only by the upper tail-overs, which arc,
Ainged with an amythistine purple : the lesser wing-
covers are like the rump, but the colour términates
in ‘a more purplish tinge than is scen in any othet
part of the bird: the whble of the remainder plum-
age, from the breast to the vent, including also
the tail and wings, is of the deepest black : bill and
feet the same. 3 " ’
Total length, 43 inches ; bill, from the gape, 153
wings, 275 tail beyond, 1y ditto, from the
base, 2; tarsus, %" -
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RED-COLLARED SUNBIRD.
~ 2 .
Cinnyris chalybea, Cuvinn,
“w

o A . . °
Groen gold ; breast with a double collar of blue and crimson,
the sides yellow 3 body bencath, grey 5 upper tailcovers,
- greenish-blue. ¥ 2

v &

Certhia cualybea, Liwmaus, Auctorum.—innyris chalybes,”
- Zool. Illugt. 1st Series, pl. 95—Lo Soul-manga & collicr,
Vieill. Ois. &0r. ii. pl. 13, 14—Collared creeper of autlors.

Tms beautiful species, casily distinguished by its
two collars, one.of blue the other of red, we have
already, figured in the first serics of the Zoological
Ilustrations ; and we are glad to perceive that the
nomenclature, there recommended, for the different
groups of this family, have bedn universally adopted
by our best ornithologists. The present species,
which is a typical Cinnyris, appears to occur both
in Western and Southern Africa; but it must not
be confounded, as has recently been done, with the
Sucrier @ plastron rouge of Le Vaillant, an error
which, from having been pointed out more than fif-
teen years ago, we did not expect to see revived. It
was probably Le Vaillant's bird which Barrow mis-
took for Linnaus's chalybea ; of which he E1YS
that it sings delightfully in the cage, where it is

b
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_ /  kept with difficulty, existing entirely on sugar and
: /‘ water.* We know of no other aithor who mentions
this extraordinary fact, the only instance on record
of a tenuirostral bird being gffted.with a musical
voice. . RS
In size, this specieseis rather smaller than the
C. Senegalensis. The Whole of the head, neck,
throat, and baek is shining greep, with a rich
gilded glds : this colour is bounded, on the breast;
by a narrow collar of blue, which has a very slight
gheenish tinge: and this, ‘again, is followed by and-
ther of scarlet a little broader, and extending more
round the sides of the’ breast: there is also a tuft,
undet each wing, of pure ycll.ow feathers: the rest
__ of the body and under pluniige is of a smoky brown,
< paler on the vent and under tail-covers: the apper
tail-covers are banded with greenish-blue, nearly of
the same tint as the band on the brepst: the ‘wings
are brown ; and the tail, bill, and feet, blackish.
Total length, b}; bill, %; wings, 4% }aﬂp
from the base, 2; tarsus, . | p

* Parrow’s Travels in Africa, 4to, p. 62

0



AMETHYST-THROATED SUNBIRD.

Y Cinmgris amethystiva, Cuovien.

. i . 2
" Dlack ; front, shining green; throat, rump, and spot on the
wing-covers, amethystine red. 3
Certhin nmeﬂu‘uim,;hdonm.—L;: Suerier Velours, LaVaill,
Ow. d°Af Vi, pl. 204, 1. 1, —Le Soal-mangs, & front dord,
Vil pl. 5, 6. R .

L

It is peculiarly difficult, in a group like the present,
where the spacies .are nearly all decorated with
many and changeable colours, to convey, by mere
words, 2 correct idea of their respective peculiari-
ties.” In the present instance, howevér, we have
_one of the very few exceptions which the Sunbirds
present against this remark. It might, with equal
propriety, be called the Black Cinnyris, for it is
the only species yet discovered whose plumage is
chiefly of that colour. It seems to inhabit both
the western aud southémn parts of Africa; for we
have seen several specimens from Senegal, and Le
Vaillant mentions having found it, in different
sfages of plumage, in the Anteniquoi country and
near the river Gamtoot. After the breeding sea-

s
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son, the male assumes the dull olive-coloured plum-
age of the female, but retains gite green front and
amethystine throat. Le Vaillant affirms that he
found its nest, buflt in thick bfishes, or in the holes
of trees ; and that if lays six gfey eggs, spotted With
olive-green. . .

The general colour of fhe adult male is deep vel-
vet-black, witheut any gloss or varigtion of the tint,
except oft the wings and tail, which are Iighter and
inclined to brown : the fore half of the head is of a
rich en;emld—gr.ecn, glogsed with gdiden ; while on”
the chin, and half way down the middle of the
throat, there is @ large patch of"changeable ame-
thystine purple: this splendid colour is also on the ©
tips of the uppe’tail-oovexﬁ,_ﬁnd forms aspot atthe -
angle of the carpal joinf of the wing: thedemale
we have not seen: the bill is more than usually
curved. Qs :

Total length, 6% inches ; bill, 14 ; wings, al-
most 3 ; tail beyond, 4 ; ditto, from the, base, 2;
tarsus, I":G- ~ - v
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OLIVE BACKED SUNBIRD.
- . :
Cinnyris cphlaro:.om;, Swains,

PLATE XVI. * §
Body above, olive-yellow; beneath; cineroous grey; head,
throat, and beeact, glossy blue-green ; side-feathirs of thig
breast, straw-yellow. s /'

Le Soui-manga n téts blene, Viellt, Ois>d°Or. i p. 3L, pL7. -

—Certhia eyanocephaln, Aucforum, 3

Tae great importance of affixing %o the species of
so intricate a group as this is, such specific names
only as will assist in discn'minnting them, is one of
the reasons why we do not adopt that of cyanoce-
phala in the present case ; another ig, in the doubts
we have asto the propriety of considering the Soui
manga a téte bews of M. Vieillot, and the S. M.
rort et gris of the same author, as one species.
Added to this, there are nearly twenty Sunbirds to
which the name of cyanocephalus will apply ; while
this is the only one we at present know of, whose
upper plumage, in an adult state, is green.
The size is ahout equal to that of the red-collared
+ Species already described. The whole of the head,
neck above, and the throat, as far as the breast, is
of a dark glossy blue-green ; this colour terminates
before it reaches “the interscapulars, which, with

P~
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the remainder of the upper plumage, is olive-green,
over which there is a strong #inge of yellow, with- -
out any of that metallic gloss seen on the head and
neck : the side-feathers on th® breast, just beneath
the wing, are of & clear and’ delicate strayv-yeflow,
while the whole of the body, belly, vent, and under
tail-covers are of a deep and umiform cinereous-
grey: the quills and tail-feathers are dark hair-
brown &lged with yellowish olive. . -
Havjng a specimen of the Soui manga vert et
“gris of Vieillog now before us, we shall describe i€
glthough we know not the country from whence it
came. It differs from the above in being somewhat
smaller, and in having the bill apparently lesd
curved : the olive on the %gc'k is not so yellow: the -
shining green plumes of the head do not extend so
low down from the nape, and they terminate on each
side of the head just below the ears: the wiole co-
lour of the under plumage, from the chin down-
wards, is of a clear and uniform cinercous,unbroken,
as in all full plumagéd birds, by any mixture of
other cgloured feathers, and without the slightest
trace of any spot of green upon them. Now this
may either be the full plumaged female, or adiffer-
ent species; in which latter case it may retain the

. name of Cyancesphaluz: but we are clearly of opi-

nion that it is not a young male.
Total length about 5 inches ; bill from the gape,-

P53 wings, 2y tail beyond, }; ditto, from the
base, 14;; tarsus, 1%« » ¢ p
VOL. Y1II. 53 q
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LI{TLE YEg.LOW-BELIgED SUNBIRD.
Clirnyris pusilla, SWAINS.

.M.aovo eomn;-gmn, Leneath yellow; front, chin, throat and
bresst, purple-violgt ; thront with a grocn band ; upper tail-
covers blue-green.

Our description and notice of this diminutive spe-
cies, which only measures four inches, must be
shorter than we could wjsh ; we have not a speci-
men beiore us, and we can therefore only transcribe
the short account we drew up of one in the Chatham
Museum, sent there swith many other birds from
the Gambia. Itisa very small typical species, with
the tail ronnded on the sides and slightly forked in
the middle: the bill is much curved and greatly
compressed, and the fourth and fifth quills age long-
est: across the throat is a collar of copper-green,
from which part, to half way down the abdomen, the
colour is rich violet, but ending in blackish: all the
remaining under plumage is clear straw-yellow:
side-feathers pure yellow tipt with bright orange-
red : wings brown : tail glossy blue-black edged with
shining blue-green.

Total length, 4 inches; Will, y55: wings, 245;
tail beyond, % ; ditto base, 1} ; tarsus, }.
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Tue last group of the suctorial family which beiongs

to the Omithology of Western Africa is one of very

peculiar interest—it is that &f
L

® -
L o

ANTHREPTES,

e . e, -
‘a genus firsts defined in the Appendix to the
Northern Zoolagy, and which until then had been
confounded with that of Cinnyris. The discovery
of this form has completed the circle by which the
types of the Cinngrida, er Honey-suckers, return
into themselves ; or, in other avords, the connexion
of all the divisions among themselves is completed.
As we have only glanced at this beautiful chain of
affinities on a former occasion, we shall take this
opportunity of illustra:ting it more completely,- more
especially as our observations; having a-wide circu-
lation in this work, may call the attention of ornithe-
logists particularly to the subject, and induce them
fo increase our present meagre list of this group, by
separating those species of Anthreptes which are at
t confounded with the genuine types of Cin-
nyris. For this purpose, and to rénder the distinc-
tions of the two perfectly intelligible without the”
aid of technical language, we will call the attention
of the student, in the first instance, to the bill ef a
genuine Cinnyris, He will perceive that the under
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mandible, even from the base, is remarkably thin ;
so much so, indeel,.thst when the mouth of the
bird is shut, the basal marginal edges of the upper
mandible fold oyrr those of the lower, so as to
leave merely a very narrow stripe of it exposed.
Let him then take & species of Anthreptes and the
following differences wi'l beobserved : independent
of the bill being stranger, thicker, azd less curved,
he will pecceive that the under mandible, for its
whole length, is not thinner than in the generglity of

birds, while at its base it is pear doubly as thick as

- it is in the middle. No character can be more tan-
gible or better understood than this; and we have
now to show how birds having this structure are con-
nected on one side and op.t‘he other.

The iomediate affinity of Anthreptes to Cinnyris
is too obvious to be insisted upon ; seeing, as we
before remarked, that all ornithologists have con-
founded the one with the other. From Cinnyris
we pags or to the genus Melitiroptes of M. Vieillot,
the speties of which are still mixed up with those
of Cinnyris by some of our best writers; a fact
which at once shows how closely they are con-

nected. Following Melithroptes comes the genus

Diceum of Cuvier, which bears such a close affinity
to the next group, or Nectarinea, that they have
been, and still zaay be, mistaken for each other.
Cuvier himgelf, indeed, does not appear to be aware
of the true discriminating characters of his own
genus.  The bill in this group is at its minimum
size ; hence it is, that among the American WNecta-

‘L'_.__.i.,
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sinias we find some with*the short bill of Diceum,
as N. caruliccophala, aml €thers with long and
curved bills, as Y. cyansa, &c. ; by the first of these
modifications in the bill, the jassage is opened from
Diceumn to Nectarinea, while by the Jatte? the
union is no less perfectly affecfed between Necta-
yinea and Anthreptes.  Ine both these latter, the
form of the bifl is very nearly the same, for however
they differ in other respects, the under mandiblé of
both possess that strength of gtructure we have
* already explained, and which at once separat®s
.both groups from the type of the whole family,
Cinnyris. ;

Such are the affinities of the primary groups or
genera of the family of sunbirds, the detailed*
characters of which will be given in out general
introduttion to this science®.

The geographic distribution of these genern is
altogether peculiar, each being no less characterized
in this manner, than by its particularity of structure.
Cinnyris is entirely” confined to the 0ld“World,
and seems to have its metropolis within the tropics
of Africa and continental India. Anthreptes, from
whut we yet know, is very rare in Africa, where
one species only has been discovered ; nor are wg
vet acquainted with any from continental India.
In the islands, however, of thatocean, laying be-
tween the Asiatic and the Australjan range, nearly
all those with which we are yet acquainted are

« On fie Natural History apd Classification of Birds, Yol. if.
. part of the serics o!'Dr. Lardner's Cabinet Cyclopedia.

4 .
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found. Nectarinea belongs exclusively to South
America, and it mag ke called a tropical genus.
The range of Dicoum is between that of Nectarinea
and dnthreptes ; that is to say, it lies between South
America and continental India; so that Australia,
including New Hollund, is its more particular abode.
Last of all, and quite different from either of the
preceding, comes, Melithreptes, a group especially
resaricted te-the islands of the Pacific Ocean, where
none of the other genera of this family, so far as

oar knowledge extends, have yet been discovered. *

The circle of the Cinnyride being thus established
by the afiinity of the different groups to each other
in the order in which we have arranged them, let
“us now see what analogies result therefrom ; and
let us examine whether our proposition, that the
primary types of the feathered creation follow each

other in a definite series, is verified in this, as it .

has been in numberless other instances. The value
of a theory, in fact, whether in this or in any other
branch ‘of physical sgience, must eventually be
brought to bear upon the minute details of that sci-
ence ; and by these details it will either stand or fall.
Itis idle to talk of some of the analogies being re-
1ote, and therefore tending to invalidate the theory
itsell. If some affinities are more remote than
others, which evecy man of common understanding
Inows to be true, it follows, as a necessary conse-
quence, that some analogies will also be more re-
mote than others ; for hoth are no other than different
sorts of resemllances, The,resemblance of & Euro-

S
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pean to an African is morg remote than that between
a European and a North Amegican Indian ; and both
these are exceeded in nmolenm by the resemblance
which a man Ifhs to a momkey; The first are re-
semblances of affinity, the Ritter one is of amlogy.
These same varieties which weofind in the degrees
of affinity exist in thetlegrges of analogy; of this
we shall nowegive a proof. In the following table
we sha#l compare the genera of the Cingyride with
the tnbe,-t of the Insessores, or Perchers; which
e tribes, as every ornithdlogist alréady knows, repre-
 sent the orders of birds, and consequently the five
" primary types Of vertebrated anitnals. .

FAMILY CNNYB.IB&L—TM Suniinds. .
ANALoamu. CHARACTERS. Yure
Gonern of the Tribes of the
Cinnyridee. [nsessores.
Pre-emincatly typical of » their
Chamyris. o, respective  circles,  bill - Conirastres,
|cngfl|-nnr| x
Base of the under mandible
Anthreptes., thickoned, bill sshorter and Dﬂhrodm
. SEPODRE L icisissnsissssctnsmssararnis
Bill shart, wings 2
Neclarinea engtbened, tlm ﬂm qnill Fresirottres,
n.n bmnd at the bue, but very -
Dieexm e o parrow beyond 3 wings long. Tenuirostres,

legs Very WotkKew iomiicsmninis

Bill very strong, the fiostrils
Mdlithreples corneous, feet large and } Scansores.
strong. e

The copirostral birds (Congrostres) are well known
to be the types of the whole of the Perchers, just us
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Cinnyrisis of its own family; and both consequently
represent each other. ;,Oee of the characters of the
Dentirostres is to have the bill in the large majority
of the birds composing it much dtronger, and, at
the sume time, shorter'than that of the Conirostres,
This is preciscly the character of Anthreptes, as al-
ready explained, in its relaiion to Cinngris: and
in these two groups (Anthreptes and. Dentirostres)
we have the common character of a superior strength
in the under mandible to what we find in the two

fust groups.  The'greatest powers of flight, “as we .

have stated in our propositions on the primary

types of nature, are always found inthe Fissirostral

aivision. In proof of which we now instance Nac~
tarinea in ohe columifi, and the swallow tribe
(Fizsiroetres) in the othier] in which, unlike their
respective congeners, the wing is so much deve-
loped that the two first quills are of equal length,
and longer than’ the others. Passing on to the
next analogical resemblance, that between Dicoum

" and the Zenuirostres, we find that it verifies our as-

sertion, that the most diminutive size always occurs
in the Zenuirostral type, joined with a peculiar
slenderness of bill. Now the bill of the Humming-
birds is well known to be the most slender of all the
Insessores.  And such is truly the case ygith Dicowm ;
for although it ig short, yet, considering the stont-
ness of its base, the remainder of it is more slender
I proportion than amy other of the Cinnyride.
Thc,"'ing!, although equally long, perhaps, in pro-
portion as those of Ncct'aaafnca, are yet very differ-

|
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ently formed, for instead of being pointed they are
rounded. The well knowm ANeatarinea flaveola. is
so very like a Riceum that it may be considered
the link between the two froups. Nevertheless,
the analogies of Diceum are certainly more refnote
than amy of those we are illustrating; thus veri-
fying what we have always 4insisted upon in regard
to the Tenuirfstral type, namely,. that as it is the
most removed in affinity, so is it the mosb remote an
its analogy. As we return to the, pre-eminent type

“from whence we commenced, o do these two resem®

blances proportionally increase. Thus we observe
in Moelithreptes the most unequivoeal indications
of the Scansorial, or rather the Rasorial structure,
in the very strong bill _Qnd clongated feet. The
Hook-billed Melithreptes and two other species are
complete representations of the Sickled-winged
Creepers (Dendrocolaptes ), the Promerops, and the
Bes-caters. Our circle has therefore been traversed,
and we find that it zot only is verified by the affi-
nities of the groups thémselves, but that theseygroups,
when analogically compared with other groups, pro-
duce that precise order or series of andlogies which
we have long ago declared to be universal through-
out nature.

Having thus brought our exposition of this inte-
resting genus €0 & close, we shall proceed to describe
the only species yet found in Western Africa by
the name of the
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WHITE-BODIED SUNBIRD.
Anthreptes levoosoma, Swass.

PLATE XVII,

o
e

L -

"Throat and body beneath pure white ; chin and upper plu-
mmgloﬂsyﬂolebp.ulple; rump with an emerald-green spot ;

" Cinnyris Longuemarci, Lesson, Jil, de Zool. pl 23"

Chin, throat, and freast White; Dbody yellowish ; upper
gnmgo olive-grey; tail and upper-covers shining parple.—

Tae upper plumage ‘of this species offers a very
striking contrast to the under, both in the male
and toe female: but the coloars of the sexes are so
different that we shall describe each separately, fine
bpecimens of both being now before us, sent from
the Gambia. We have seen another pair belonging
%o the Chatham Museum, but the species is by no
means common,
In the male the whole of the upper parts of the
ead, neck, back, rum y and tail-covers, are of a
most rich and brilligns mazarine-hlue, highly glossy,
!)ut reflecting no other tint than lilac: on the rump
15 a small spot of blue-green, but this colour is not
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seen in any other part of the plumage : the purple
colour extends to the first nngk of the shoulder-co-
vers, but all the rest of the wing is of a sepia-brown,
inclining to fulvous on the mirginof the quills : the
tail is black glossed with puxﬁle, but not so rich as
that of the back : thechin is gldssy purple like the
upper plumage, but its commencement is dull black:
the sides of tife head and neck arg brown: all the
under pfrts, from the chin, are of the putest white :
the side-feathers benwth the wing Jare clear yellow.
© In the female the colours dlﬂ‘er so much that if
ight be taken for a different species. The bril-
liant purple on the héad and back of the other sex.
is ekchanged, in this, for an olive-grey, over which

however there is a dehm&:,gloss of violet : the tail- -

covers alone retain the rich purple of the other sex:
the tail also is of the same dark purple: the chin
and throat age pure white, but this gradually changes
on the body to a straw-coloured yellow : the side-
feathers are likewise “of the same colour: the bill
and feet in both sexes are brown: in thé female
there is o whitish line over the eye. There is
some slight differences in structure worth noncmg
between this species and those from the Indian
islands: the bill is of a stronger make and a st,rnghtc;
shape ; it is also less compressed on the sides “and
broader at the base. The nostrils:in this genus are
precisely the same as in Cinnyris and Dicswm.

Total length, 5} inches ; bill, % ; wings, 2.4 tail
beyond,, 1% ; ditto fmm the base, nearly 2} ; tar-
sus, +%. 2 -

'
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WE now, in'the natural order of succession, arrive
at the Scansores, or Climbing Perchers, the last tribe
of the great order Insessored. The Scansorial fa-
milies of Western Africa consist of the Picide or
Woodpeckers, the Pittacidew or Patrots, and the
Cuculides “or Cuckoos. Of the two others, the
Crecpers and ths Toucans, no examples have yet
occurred. We commence with the. extensive fa-
mily Of. 2 > .

PICIDE, OR THE WOODPECKERS,

The ormithologist will, find o full an exposition of

the natural divisions of this family in two of our |

preceding works®, that in a local fagna like this
these details need not be recapitulated. On such
groups, however, as occur in ‘this part of Africa we
may advantageously introduce a few remarks. It
will be seen from what we have already stated re-
garding the circle of the pre-cminently typical wood-
Pockers, that there are two genera standing at its
confines which lead different ways, One of these is
the genus Dendrocopus of Kock, composed of the
small and middlesized black and white woodpeckers
50 common in femperate latitudes: these are at
once known by their peculiarity of plumage, their
short and thick neck, elongated hind toe, and some-
* Northem Zoology, il. 308 —Classification of Birds, ii.

!
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\

s * what depressed bill, the angled of which are close
' 4\ to the margin of the upper mandible ; this sub-genus
3 leads directly to the swallow-woodpeckers, forming
. the genus Melanerpes. The ofher group at the op-
posite side of the cizcle we have named Dendrobtes,
and its geographic distribution, ne less than its dis-
tinguishing colours, are i direct opposition to those
which are so untversal in the last. The situation of
- the Iateral ridge on the bill, and the relatiwe propor-

‘ tion of the two principal toes, are indeed the same
ds in Dendrocogus ; bug the middlé*part of the bill, =
igstead of being broad above, has the gides consi-
derably compressed, 50 that the Bill is higher be-
yond the nostrils than it is broad. None of these *
birds inhabit the same latifudes as the Dendrocopi ;

. on the contrary, they ohly occur in intertropical
regions, and although we have one species from
the New World (Dendrobates affinis” ), yet-all the
rest we have hitherto seen are from Africa and India:
the grey-headed woodpecker of Southern Africa
( Picus Capensis of authors) is one of the types: In
this, and in nearly all others we have seen of this
division, the ground-colour of the plumage is olives
and the under parts are almost always banded or
spotted : so uniformly constant is the style of co-
louring in these two groups that they may be deter-~

. mined at once by the most inexperienced student.

It is to this latter group, in short,, that we now

have to call attention, since three of the species we
are abou} to describe belong to it ; some are more
» Picus afinis, Zeol, Jiust, i. pl. 78 X

' -
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typical indeed than others, a variation which is
highly interesting, #inge it is by such aberrant Spe=

" cies,—which writers are continually mistaking for
subgenera,—that the gradations in the chain of be-
ing and the union of different forms of structure are
effected”  Withont these, inshort, the progressire
developement of a changé in structure conld mot be
accomplished. 2 : ¢

.

14

BLACK-BODIED WOODFECKER,

Itmnmrdyuom, Swarxg,

Abore chestnut-red ; beneath Glackish btown ; head brown:
Fpot on each side the nape, crimson ; bill yellowish ; tail
very short,

Tae only specimen we have ever seen of this ex-

ceedingly, rare species was purchased with a number

of otker skins, all of which were from Western

Africa. 'We therefore conclude this was from the

=ame locality, although its geographic habitat does

hot rest on the same sure foundation as that of the
. majority of birds described in these yolumes.

The size is superior to that of the Picus Capensis
of authors Dendrobazes Capensis ), but the extreme
shortness of the tg] brings it only to the same
length as that bird ; this peculiarity likewise dis-
tinguishes the Dendrohates Julviscapus, or_the little
gold-winged woodpecker of the Cape, with which,

R
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in several points of structuve, our present bird has
a close affinity; the wings,<htwever, are more,
rounded, without being short, so that the secondary
quills are scarcely balf an mch‘shorter than the pri-
maries. The lnnder toe is longer than the anterior,
and the bill beyond tha nostnls is‘much compressed.

The colouring is very peeuliar, the fore part of
the head, chedks, ears, and chin, are of a light
hair-brotin, having a fulvous tinge; the crown
is darker; on ecach sxde of the pape, behind thc
*ears, thcrc is g patch of dark and” bright crimson,”
which colour tips the outer half of the feathers
only, the rest of the upper pfum'xge is of the
darkest brick red, particularly on the wings, the”
feathers of which are obscﬁ;t:ly marked with lighter *
bands. The eovered pafts of all the quills, when
the wing is closed, are blackish-brown ; and the
paler bands upon them, generally six, are on the
outer webs; on the tertials, however, they are
equally light on both webs, The tail and the ypper
covers are blackish, Obscurely marked with pale
bands similar to those on the wings, but they are
almost obliterated on the rump, and entirely so on
the back and interscapulars. The whole of the
under plumage is of a uniform brownish-black ex-_
cepting the chin, which, like the ears, is hair-
brown. The bill seems to have heen yellow, and
the legs dark green.

Total length 8% inches ; hill, from the gape, 1% ;
wings, 4;% ; tail beyond, l{ ditto from, the base,
2.
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* UNSPOTTED GREY-EARED WOODPECKER.
- =
Dendrobates gmmdenlatus, SWAINS
» 3 o
Plumage pnspotted; above olive groen; benesth greyisl-

olive; sides of the heud, ears, and chin, olesr cinereous :
crown and rump crimson, o

Tme locality of this very distinet species partakes
somewhat of the uncertainty of the last, nor have
we been able to get any information respectifig it.
We possess but ane specimen, the only example we
have yet met with, and it does not appear to be #
described by any author. '
In size and general proportions it differs much
from the last, particularly in its fail and wings,
both of which are unusually long. 1t is a slender-
#

shaped bird, and nerly of the size of Dendrobates
‘ﬁ;l:‘tp&alm. It may be known at once by its plumage

ing devoid of any external spots or bands, for,
unlike others of its family, the white spots on the
quills, of which there are five, are on the inner
web alone, and can only be seen when the wing is
expanded. Inwall other respects its structure is s
strictly typieal.

The front, the sides, and the nape of the neck, as

also the chin and cars,, are of a full and somewhat ) %

clear lead colour. or cinéreous ; and this tint is the
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ground of all the remaining under plumage, which

has nevertheless a strong tinge'of olive-green on the
breast and middle of the body. The crown of the
head, as far as the nape, as alfo thy rump and upper
tail-covers, are cyjmson: the interscapulars, *the
back, and thé externs) surface of*the wings, are all
of an olive-green. The'quills and tail-feathers are
black, edged only with olive. The primary quills
have about six white transverse spots placed at the
external edge of their inner webs, and situated
zowards the base, leayinfy one-third of their extre-"
mities ennrely black ; the inner wing-covers are
marked with blatk and white ; the tail-featfiers are

entively blackish brown, edged only with obscure”

olive : bill and legs horn é@ldur.

Total length, 77 inches; bill from the front, %
wings, 4% ; tail beyond, 1; ditto from the base, 34 ;
the.second quill is intermediate between the seventh
and eighth.

. .

YOL. VIIT. . 8
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GREY-HEADED OLIVE WOODPECKER.
Dendrobates poicepdalus, SWAINS,

Oiivaceous Salvous, romp crimson; bead and nedk entirely
light grey, but with the crown and nape, in the male,
orimson, ) 3

-

TrE geographic range of this yoodpecker is entirely
restricted to Western Africa, where it fills the place
of the Dendrobates Canensis, figured by Le Vaillant
under the name of Le Pic,Olive. The two species,
in fact, are so much alike, that all writers have |
confounded them; and but for the inspection of
authentic specimens of the South African species,
in Dr. Burchell’s collection, we should haye run
into the same error. D. Capensis, however, is at
once distinguished by having the whole of the neck,
from the nape and chin, rich olive-yellow, and
being destitute of all external spots or bands on the
lesser quills and scapulars.

From having no marks or spots whatever on the
under plumage, nor none, save the red crown of
the male, to break the delicate grey on the head
and neck, this species is readily distinguished.

e grey of the head and neck is uniform and
m.mnrkab!y light : on the breast it begins o have a
slight ﬁnge of olive, or rather fulyous, which tint is
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continued all over the remaifing under parts. At
the bottom of the neck abeve) she grey is softened
into an olive yellow without any mixture of green;
this spreads uniformly over®the Jback and wings;
the quills are light brown, crossed and spqtted ‘with
fulvous white ; the ramp and upper tail-covers, in
both sexes, are crimson. Xn the male there is a
rich crimson ptch, commencing gn the middle of
the crown and extending to the nape; sthe tail”is
dark brown without any bands, except some whitish.
sspots on the igner and outer margihs of the two last
air of external feathers; bill and legs, horn colour.
he form is typical of this sub'genus, the lateral
ridge being nearest the margin; the bill is rather
higher than broad, and th® hinder toe longest.
Total length about 8 inches; bill, front, 1;
wings, 4% ; tail beyond, 1} ;" base, 3; tarsus, 1% ;

hind claw, 5. ‘ 1

—_
b -

Wira the last sub-genus we 'qnit the circle of the
pre-eminently typical woodpeckers; those, in fact,
which from having the hinder toe longer than the
foremost, are endowed with the grentc:H:wer of
climbing. - The next genus is Chrysoptilusy’in which
this proportion of the toes is not found ; that is to

say, the hinder toe is not longer than the correspond-
ing one in front; there are other characters, such as

the gentle curvature of the culmen, or ridge of the bill,
which, in the last genus, is always perfectly straight.

‘ . .
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The lateral angle of the apper mandible, instead of
being close to the wnusgia, as we have seen in Den-
drobates, is now either'a little way removed from the
culminal ridge, or it is quite close. Now, the re-
lative powers of picking holes in trees, which all
these birds possess in differentdegrees, is always de-
termined by the position of this singular angle. In
those birds, which are proverbial foi their superior
powers in this respect, the angle we are spenking of
is acute, and is nearer to the margin than to the top

angulated wedge (1), so that,
R but for these angles, the*bill
= " whuld be eylindrical ; every
mechanist knows the supbrior power of a wedge
formed with acute angles over another where the
angles are obtuse (2). Hence it follows, that the
different sub-genera of Chrysoptilus are much in-
ferior in the power of breaking wood to those of
Picus. - Some, in fact, frequently feed upon ants.
They are clearly, therefore, an inferior race, and
constitute the sub-typical genus of the family.

And yet, although the characters of the Chry-
aoptili, as a whole, will always prevent them from
being coffounded with any other genus; the sub-
genera, or types.of form, require much more study
than we have yet been able to give them. It is
very clear, however, that the group we shall now
enter upon is very distinct, not merely from Den-

, but from the mere typical examples of

~_ of the bill, which thus as-*
@ sumes the form of a sharply,

1
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Clasoptilus.  The lateral ridge of the upper man-
dible, in the common greer. Cayenne Woodpeckers,
all of which are middle sized birds, is so close to
the culmen as almost to join it, while in the other
gpecies from South America, it is nearly obsolete.
In Dendromus on the contrary, ihis ridge is almost
half way between the culimen and the margin,
although always nearer to the former, and not, as
in Denarobates, to the latter; this character, added
to the superior length, however slight, of the an-
terior toe, will readily, enable the ornithologist to’
diseriminate Dendrvmus from its more immediate
allies. Having now attempted to explain, in a
familiar manner, the little group to which the re-
mainder of our African ‘woodpeckers belong, we
shall at once proceed to the species. ' 2



GOLDEN-TAILED WOORPECKER.

o L

-

Dendromus akqw'na. Swains,
&

Above olivegrey, spotted and banded with whitiske: beneath
fulvous-white ; striped on the body and spotted on the
_ throat with black ; mals with, the upper part of the head
and maxillary stripe czimson ; female the front and>
crown blackish, and unspotted ; shafts of the tail-feathers
goldensyellow. it -

Tr is exceeding difficulf to discriminate species
whose chief distinctions rest on the pattern.of the
spots upon their plumage. The one we shall now
describe has a general resemblance to two or three
others, such as the Picus notatus of Lichtenstein
(Pic tigré, Le Vaill. vi. 250), and the Picus Nu-
bicus: of authors. It is, howeyer, clearly. distinet
from either: the ferwale has no white spots on the
rrown as in Le Vaillant’s Pic tigré, and the Nubi-
eus of Lichtenstein will be subsequently described.

In structure this is a perfectly typical example of
the subg@enus Dendromus : the lateral ridge of the
bill is to the culmen than to the external
margin ; and thé two principal toes, if not equal,
are very nearly so; if there is any difference the
hinder one is a trifle shorter.
Both sexes of this species are now before us.
The male has the top of the head from the front to

|
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the nape crimson, the ofiput being crested : the
general cast of the upper Pluage is of a cinereous-
olive, varied with short transverse bands and spots
of an olive-white: each of am andetscapular, fea-
thers has one band and a terminal spot: dhe wings
are the same, but with a fulvols tinge ; and each
quill feather has from five to six spots on the mar-
gin of the outfr web, and their shafts are brownish-
yellow :*the tail-feathers are yellowish-Brown with

about ¢six bars, interrypted only by the shafisy

*which are of a bright golden-yellow, while the inner

surface of the shafts of the quill-fgathers is the same,
but paler : the sides of the heatl, ears, and chin are
white spotted with black ; the male has a red max-
illary stripe not seen in the female : the ground co- *
lour of the under plumage is white, tinged®
with yellowish in the male: each feather
from the breast downwards has » double ¢
stripe of black down the shafts, of this
form; but the uppér spot is not seen om the
feathers of the body and bellw; the female has the
belly and vent almost unspotted: bill and fegt
blackish : the black spots on the middle of the
throat are largest, and are almost round, while
those on the flanks assume the appearange only of, ©
nartow stripes: the tips of all the tail-fegthers are
golden. i

Total length 8 inches ; bill from the gape, 145 ;
wings, 44% ; tail beyond, % ; ditto from the base,
3; tarsus, - . . .
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SHORT-BILLED WOQDPECKER.
Dendromus brachyrynchus, SwANs.

.
Above olive-&men 3 beneath banded with black m:d white
front and crown erimson, S
2 .

It is fortunate that the unusual shortness of the bilk
- enables us to imposé a name upon this apparently
new bird, which at once gxpresses its peculiar cha-
racter : this is the more desirable, since it has such
a close fesemblance to a bird of another group (the
Picus affinis of the Zoological Illustrations, now
the Dendrobates affinis), that it might readily pass,
upon a cursory examination, for that species ; both
are clive »above and banded beneath; both are
small, and both havexed crowns. The bills, how-
ever, are totally different, not only in size, but in
that structure which separates the two subgenera of
Dendrobates and Dendromus. It would. almost
seem, in fact, that the passage from one to the
other was actually made by these two birds.

Upper bill very short, not exceeding six-tenths
of an inch from the front ; the lateral ridge near,
but not elose to the culmen : the gonys, or middle
ridze of the under maadible, measures only three-
tenths of an inch : the upper part of the head from
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the front to the occiput is erimson, but the feathers,

4 which are black, are only*tift Svith this colour :

. " the sides of the head, ears, chm, and part of the

?;, throat, are fulvous-white or gmm-cdour, thickly

*  covered with smalltransverse blackish spois ; these

spots begin to assunfe the form’ of bands on the

dower neck and Dbreast, ‘and “then cross all the re-

maining under® plumage upon a avhitish ground

| ' tinged with olive, the breadth of each Wind being

- equal tp the space between them : ;the whole of the |

” upper plumaga is ohve-green, brighter and more

: fellow on the back: the quills internally are brown:

the primaries have about five small whitish spots.

almdst obsolete, on their outer webs; but the rest
of the quills have none on "their outer surface: the °

tail is brownish-black with ng external spdts, but

some of the feathers have a few, almost obsolete, at

the base of their inner webs: inner wing-covers

cream-colour with few or no spets: hinder toe

scarcely shorter than the fore toe: the wmgu are

short.

Total length, 7} inches ; Inll, from the gape, (4 1

wings, 3y% ; tail beyond, 2; ditto from the base,
2} ; tarqus, ).
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WHITE-SPOTTED WOODPECKER.
v ?
Dendromug mivolus, SWAINS.

3
Olive-green; above immaculate ; beneath covered gith round
@ white spots ; head above blackish.

-

Ir is so usual for the males of this family to be’

ornamented with_ crimson, op some other atrilcing
colour upon their head, that we cannot be without
suspicion that the pregent bird may possibly be of
~ the female sex.  Be this however as it may, it cer-
tainly does not belong to any other species we have
vet seen either from Africa or any other country.
In the olive colour of its back it resembles the last
described, but the bill is much larger ; and the
under plemage, instead of being banded, is spotted.
The structure of this species is typical in regard
to the bill, but aherrant in respect to its feet ; the
two outer toes being exactly equal. The lateral
ridge of the bill is nearer to the culmem than is
usual in this group.
] The upper part of the head, gs far as the occiput,
is greenish-black, which gradually changes to a uni-
form olive-green that spreads over the whole of the
upper plumage : the ground colour of the under
parts is of the same green, but entirely covered with
round whitish spots, of .which there are two pair

A
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upon each feather : as they approach the throat and
ears these spots become stripees and also form mi-
nute dots round the ears: the concealed parts of
the quills are blackish, but én the margin of the
three outermost age five whitish spots; a féwer
number are on the eucceeding quills, and they al-
most disappear on the %econdaries: tail short and

‘black ; the twe outermost feathers, have from four

to five marginal yellowish-white spots: nader winf-
covers whitish with a few greenish spots : bill horn-
colour : feet green. _° h .
: Total length, 6 inches ; bill, from the gape, ¥o 5
wings, 3y% ; tail beyond, §; tarSus, 1%.

BLACK-SPECKLED WOODEECKER.

Dadromu prnctatus, SWAINS,

Above fulvous-olive, spotted. and® obsoletely banded with
yollowish-white ; beneath fulvous white, with minute blacls
specks, Male with the head above and maxillary stripe
red. Female with the forepart of the head black, striped
with white ; ehafts of the quills and tail golden.

Picus punctatus, Cuw, fa Mus. Paris—Fjcus nubicus, Auc.

Tue most elegant woodpecker we have yet seen from
the African continent is the one we are about to
describe. Of its natural history we know nothing,
but its scientific history is involved in much con-
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fusion.  Without troubling the reader with a
lengthened discussiors o this sub_]ect, we should yet
observe that we suspect this is probably the Picus
nubicus of the meéan writers ; the figure they
universally cite for that species is,on the 667th plate
of Buffon, which certainly appears to us a tolerable
representation of the hird fow before us ; the only

discrepancy seems to be in the grow?l colour of the*

under plumage, which in that is white, and in this
of a pale yellowish cast. We strongly spspect,
‘therefore, notwithstanding what Wagler has asserted
on the error of Professor chhtcnstem, that the error
lies with himself, ‘and not with the learned and ac-
‘complished professor at Berlin. We cannot spicak

+ decisively on this point, hdwever, without seeing the
Pic tigse of Le Vaillant ; and, therefore, as Cuvier'’s
gpecific name of pun'dahu has obtained ecurrency,
we adopt it, alt,hough we join with Lichtenstein in
the belief that this ig, in reahty, the Picus nubicus
of the old authors.

We place this bird \mder tlne present sub-genus, as
an aberrant species, apparently leading to the more
perfect types of this circle ; the lateral ridge.of the
bill is nearly as close to the culmen as in the sub-
_genus Brackyloplius, which contains our green wood-
pecker 5 on the other hand, the two principal toes,
as in the majority of this sub-genus, are equal.

The predominant colour of the upper plumage is
a sort of fulvous olive, with more buff’ than green ;
the whole diversified with small diamond-shaped
fulvous-white gpots down the middle of the shaft,

-

&
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and of which there are on séme feathers two, and on
others (as the interscapulars) tiirée ; the whole up-
per part of the hegd, in the male, is ¢rimson, conti-
nued to the occiput, which is‘crested ;and in thie
sex there is a red maxillary stripe.  The sides of the
head are whitish and®the cars efimson ; the latter
have a few black specks.” The whole of the under
flumage, from “the throat downwards, is straw-co-
loured y¥llow, pale on the belly, deepest on thé
breast, gnd nearly white on the chin and sides of the
neck ; upon this colour, there are numerous black
dots, none bigger than a pin's head, scattered on the
throat and its sicfm, and on the breast and flanks,
very'few on the chin, and none on the middle of the
body, or on the belly; these spots are larger and
paler on the flanks, and on the sides of the®neck,
towards the back, they change into little transverse
bands ; on the brenst there are about five on each
feather, Quills banded externally with narrow ful-
vous white bars on thé outer webs ; tail brownish-
orange, with about seven dugky bars across both
webe,  Shafts of the primary quills and tail-feathers_
golden-orange, the latter by much the brightest.
The female is especially distinguished by having
one half of the top of the head deep black, with a .
milk-white stripe down the ghaft of each feather ;
the hind crest is as long as that of the mgle, but the
maxillary stripe is whitish, with a round"black spot
near the tip of each feather.
Total.lgngth, 9 inches ; bill, from the gape, 1% ;
wings, 4y%; tail, from the base, 31 ; tarsus, nearly .
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. GROOVE-BILLED BARBUT.
» .

-
P * sulcsrostris, Leaci,
.ogonmn 5 M;}l .

Black ¢ lower part of the back and sides of the Yody white,

un parts crimsgn 3 breast with a black bar 5 bill, in the
adalt, with two,distinct grooves on each side ; orflits naked.
» »

Pogonias mlcimlt:ig, Leachy, Zool, Miss.—Pogonias lmvirostris,
Leagh, Auctorum.” i

3 »

WESTERN APRIOA Sc0mas almost the peculiar habita- )
tion of a very singular race of Barbuts, whose bills, /°
of enormons thickness, are armed with' tosth-like
processes.  The Barbuts, according to Mr. Burchell,
climb trees something in the manner of woodpeckers,
and perfsrate them to extraét the insects hid in the
bark * but further than this, their natural history is

_entirely unknown : the stiff bristles round the bill,
and which in the present species are particularly
strong, is no doubt intended to confine the struggles

, of their captured prey.

Upon attentively comparing specimens of Dr.
Leach's Pogonts lavirostris with others of his
Wulcirostriz, we feel persuaded that they are but one
species in different stages of growth ; lavirostris we |
consider as the young bird, which has not yet ac- 3
quired either the teeth or the grooves which so re-
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markably distinguish the ‘adult state. In every
other respect the two are precx!?ély alike.

The bill, although light, is remarkably large ; it
is of an orange colour, except the teeth and the
transverse grooves beneath, which are white : ‘the
arbits are quite naked; and are probably red in the

bird. Except an oval patch of pure white
in t# middle of the back, the whole of the upper
plumage, wings, and tail are deep black, with a gloss
of purple ; the sides of the throat and a broad irre-
gular band across the hreast, are also of the same
colour ; the ears, clu.n, and fore part of the_throat
are crimson ; so also is the middle of the body, and
of the belly; but on each sxde, beneath the wings, is
a large tuft of white feathers, somewhat more
lengthened than the othefs, and tinged with % deli-
cate sulphur-yellow; the thlghs and under tail-
covers are deep black ; the legs are pale, and are
probably reddish in the living bird.

Total length, 9 inches ; bill, from the gape, 1% ;
wings, 454 ; tail beyoggl, 2} ; ditto from the base,
37 ; tarsus, 1. The young bird is somewhat smaller.
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> . RRD—SI.’OTTED BARBUT. Q
- .
Pogonias Sencgalensiz, LICHTENSTEIN.
»
flead, earsy throat] breast, and middle of the body, spotted +

with crimson ; body above, brofm. vared with yellow s ==
beneath ycllowlg\ white. | - \

» E)
Pogonias Scnemalensis, Licklenstein, Berl. Vogel. —Pogonias,
- Viellloti, Leach, Fool. Mis,, pl.*97. —Pogonias rubescers
Spst. Aeiem, ®

Tk first impression which the ornithologist receives, -

. - =~ = o Y
upon geeing this spegies, is that of its heing a young ) -
or immature bird. Repeated observations, however,
long ago persuaded us of what has since been pub-
licly stated, viz. that if it is really, in the state of
plumageswe shall now deseribe it, a young bird, it
is quite distinct from any gther adult species with
which we are yet acquainted. We therefore re-
tain the specific name to it given by Professor Lich-
tenstein, mot only on the score of priority, but be-
cause so far as we yet know, the species seems to
be peculiar to Sencgal. e

The size is not much larger than that of a spar-

‘W’ although the head and bill is much more ;Q-‘

bulky. The ground colour of the upper plumage,
frpm the nape to the fail, is in general hajr-brown ;&
but the outer half of the feathers of the back, rump,

-
r
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and tail covers, is either brimstone-yellow or yel-
lowish-white, so as to give the appearance of irre-
gular stripes ; most of these feathers, also, are black
close to the yelﬁ)\v portion. * The feathers of the
crown and hind head are black tipt with red ;°the
ears, sides of the hedd, and the*front, are entirely
red ; the sides of the neck are white, the feathers.
with black odgings The ground cplour of the chin
and thrdat is whitish, which gradually becomes
brimstgne yellow ; the red spots are thick on the
chin, and then begin tg be more rerfiote on the breast”
and middle of the body ; in all which parts they
occupy only the outer half ofeeich feather. The
winks and tail are dark brown; the lesser covers
have some white edgings ; “the lesser quills are edged -
with a line of yellow, afid so are the tail-feathers ;
bill and feet dark ; the former has two_distinct but
unequal notches.

So much confusion has been introduced into this
genus in the Systema® Avium, either by the unne-
cessary changing of nimes, g by uniting different
species under one, that we do not consider this part
of the work as of any authority.

Total length, G} inches; bill, from Ib&gnpc, 153
wings, 3 ; tail, from the base, 2 ; tarsus, y5. 1

YVOL. VIIL - v
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S4LTS, OR BLACK-BODIED BARDUT.

. PogoniaseSaltil, SwaTys.
.
~ ;
Bodyy abowg and beneath, glossy hlack ; front, éMles of the
b throat, and breast, eri 5 wings brown ; the covers
margined with white, the quills with yellow. .

-

Bueco Salti, Burl Derby in Salt's Travele, App. 46, 54.—Bucco
Salti, eLath. Gen. &list. Hi. 256.—aPogomias rubtifrons, Zoct,
Tilwst.y 2d serics, pl. 88 ; Svil. Avivm Pogonias, No, 4,

-

+ Tue late Mr. Salt, whx'lg.prosecuting his valuable re-
searches among the antiduities of Egypt and its

neighbouring countries, paid much attention to col- *

lecting materials for illustrating their natural his-
tory; andalthough the results have not been attended
with thatyadvantage to sciend that might have been
expecteds his name grell deserves to be -enrolled
among those who have benefited ornithology®. Im-
Pressed with this conviction, we cheerfully renounce
our former designation of this species of Barbut, in
order that it may be consecrated to him who was
probably its firsy discoverer. An Attempt has been
made, indeed, te substitute a third specific name,
by an author quite ignorant of the above facts;

* This has originated from nearly all the species having

bodh placed® by Dr. Lathafl, to whom they were stut, under ;

the old geners, where they are now s good as lost,
-
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but this we shall take no farther notice of It
seems to inhabit both Abyssinis and Sierra Leone,
and according to Mr. Salt, clings to the branches
of trees like a woodpecker., Not having the ori-
ginal specimen before us, from which our first de-
scription was taken, we are compelled td omit the
details of its measurcmant,

Total length, 6 inches; bill blackish, with two
distinct, teeth in the upper mandible ; genegal co-
lour of the whole plumage glossy black, except the
fore part (and sides) of the head and of the throat)
which are of"a bright erimson ; the wings and tail
are dark brown ; the external snargin, boih of the
greater and lesser wing-covers are whitish, while
those of the lesser quill. and tertials are sulphur-
yellow; the inner wing-covers are entircly white.
Tail black, 2 inches long ; the feathers broad and

even.
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. 'HAIRY-].ISREASTED POGONTAS.
. .

Pogomias Kirsutus, SWAINS.
»
Abdve Browrs spotted with sulphur-yellow ; benéhith snl-

phurcous with black spots 1 head and chin black 3 feathers
- o! the breast lengthoned, and cndlng in long sctaccous hairs.

Pogonias lumtus, Ste, Zool. lllux vol. ii. pl 4'.’._Pogonms.

hirsufus, Spefema A€ No. ¥.

NEveEr having seen mofe fhan one specimen of this
extraordinary bird, and whith, moreover, seems to
be unknown to all the' modern writers, except from
our original descnptton, we must be content with
referring to our former notes, and to the figure we
have already given of it on the#72d plate of the First
Series 'o§ Zoological Illgstrations. The specimen in
question was sent (weWelieve with the last species)
frdm Sierra Leone.

Total length a little more than seven inches;
head, neck, chin, and part of the throat, deep black,
relieved by a short white stripe just behind the eye,
and another which forms a maxillary stripe, begin-
ing at the base of the under mandible, and extend-
ing half way down the side of the neck. The black
colour of the head changes on the uppel"PI\lmaS'-‘ to
a dark brown, which spreads over the wings and

- -~ "

o
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tail ; a small, round, sulphur-coloured dot is on the
tip of each feather of the,nape back, and desser
wing-covers, and the quills are pale brown margined
with sulphur. The under plemage from the throct
is likewise of a sulphur colour, but slightly tinged
with greenish, and thickly covered with® blackish
spots. AP

The most extraordinary peculiarity of this bird
is seen in the structure of the breast-feathers ;. thay
are much more rigid than the others, and pointed,
while the shafts of the lower ones dre elongated into®
fine, incurve(l: setaceons hairs or bristles, many of
ivhich are an ifich long. Tt is 4mpossible to con-
jecture the use of this particular structure, since
it is without any precise pafallel that we know of
in the feathered creation; there is indeed some-
thing similar to it in the Centifocercus urophasianus,
Swains., or Great Cock of the plains; But the long
setaceous hairs of that bird are only on each side of
the breast, and are those which more particularly
cover the naked protuberances which are inflated
by the male bird during the $€ason of courtship.




. ROSE-RINGED PARRAKEET.
N »

Palaornis 4orqwa'fu, Vicors.
i

> - VIGNETTE.

.

" =
* Bright green ; blafh on the tail s head sprrounded with o
black collar, inod by a ring of rose-coloured red
liinderparts of the Jiead, nape, and checks tinged with blues
upper mandible ved ;®lower blackish,

. Permuche a collier conlour® d® rose, Buffs PL Enl. 551, mule.
—Psittaca torquata, Bris. Qrm, iv. p. 323 —Perruche a
collicerose, Le Vadll, i. pl. 22 niale, 23, fernnle,—Palxornis
torquatng, Vig. Zool, Jowry. i p. 30,

Tie graceful form and delicate beauty of this ele-
gant bird has long rendered ita favourite with those
who have, a predilection for living birds ; and it is
consequently one of the most common species seen
‘ta confinement. Its discordant screams, however,
will always render it a very noisy, if not an objec-
tionable, inmate of the dmwing-i?oom.

Fhe Rose-tinged Parrakeet is one of the few birds
of Senegal whose.geograpic distribution extends from
east to west. Of four specimens in very perfect
plumage now before us, three are from Western
Africa and one from Madras ; between the three
first of these, there is no difference whatever in size ;
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but that from the East Indies is considerably larger ;
the length of its wing, in fact, steasures seven inches,
while that of the Senegal race i3 not quite six.

The predominfint colour of*the plumage, as in the
generality of the gpecies, is beautiful grass-green ;

Drightest in the fore parts at the'head, palest on the

under parts, and darkest on the quills. The vivid
green of the fore parts of the hepd becomes gra-
dually tinged, from the crown, with celestial blae,
similar to the Jight bloom of a plum ; this tint 1n-
creases to the middle ¢f the neck above, where it i
suddenly terminated by a very narrow and almost
“concealed line of rose-colour ; #hik is again mnrgmed
by & narrow line of black, which becomes progres-
sively broader, and aﬂer‘énéir'cling' the cheeks, ter-
minates on the chin; this black collar docs not g
entirely round the hmd part of the neck, but is in-
terruptod in that part for about the length of three-
quarters of an inch:  The tail is gmemsh blue above
and yellowish beneath ; the two middle ﬁ:nlhers are
always very long, and extend from two to forr inches
hevond the rest. The wings are black beneath:
the upper mandible is coral-red, the lower blackish,
and the feet flesh-coloured. The female is entirely
gneen. . 3

Total length, exelusive of the twp middle feathers,
avhich are mriuhlo, 14 inches; bill, from the base
of the cere, yi; 3 Wwings, 5%, tail beyond, about &;
total length of the tail, 11},




GREY-HEADED PARROT.
Peittacus Semegaiensis, Aver,

Adore green 3 head entirely grey 3 throat groen 3 body orange 3
tail even, the tips truncate and mu te

Psittacus Scnq;:lni, Lin, Auct,—Ye Porroguet 1 tite grise,
Le Vaill, Parr. ii. pl. 116 male, 117 female.—Petito Pct-
ruche du Senegal, Buf: Pl Eal. 288,

It is a remarkable circumstance in the geography of
the Parrot fumnly, that wiiile flocks of near forty
species abound in all"the tropical regions of South
America, the opposite coast of Western Africa)
laying under the same latitudes, and possessing a
vegemtxon almost equally luxuriant, should yet he
so thin'y inhabited by these birds, that the two
we here describe are the only species yet known
o inhabit Senegal. A third has been found by
Riippell in Northern Africa ; these, with the com-
mon Grey Parrot of the Coast & Guinea and the
Aurora Parrot of South Africa, are almost, in short,
the only examples.of the family yet discovered in
the whole range of the African continent.

The structure of this species, which is one of the
more common birds of Scnegnl, has some pecu-
liarities worth noticing. The wings are nearly as
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. 4 long as the tail ; the first q;;ill.js almost equal with
the second and third, which are the longest; these

18 three are very mach sinuated, or rather angulated,

- on their inner web, in a manner it'is difficult toex-
plain by words, and wholly unlike any other bird
with which we are acquainted : the tail-feathers are
truncate, but the shaft mucronate. There is an ex-

_ quisite figure of the male, and a véry good one of
the female, in Le Vaillant's beautiful work.

Genéral colour above green, vefy bright on the »
back, rump, ahd tail-covers, but brownish in the
wings. The whole of the head is covered -with a
cap »f cinereous grey, dark above-and pale beneath ;

2

r
2 the neck above and below i rich green, and this
(i colour is continued in aspehked stripe a little way

down the middle of the breast; the breast, body,
and all the under plumage is bright orsmge-yellow,
but the thighs are green ; wings and tail, blackish,
margined with green ; bill and feet black ; nostrils
naked, large, round ; cere large. g
Total length, about 9 inches’; bill, 5 ; wings 63
tail, from the base, 3. 2

YOL. VIII, " ' X
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LINEATED CULKOO.

Cuculus lineatus, SwAINa.,
.

PLATE XVIIIL,

» -

Groy; breast and body bemeatd white, taried with nar-
row transverse lincs; exterior tail-feather white, with six
obliquely transversd hars of black® sligfitly confluent in the
middle ;. baze of the bill red.

We make no doubt that thjs Cuckoo, which appears

to us a distinet species, has been hitherto confounded
with that s6 common in Europe, or has been looked
upon as merelyone of its numerous supposed varie-
ties. There is, in truth, a gtrong general resem-
blance_between the two birds, as there always i
where two or more species immediately follow each
ather ; but the ornithologist, who places them side
by side, will readily perceive that they should be

kept separate.

In size and general cast of colouring the Lineated
Cuckoo resembles that of Europe: that is to say,
the upper plumage, as well as the under, as far as
the breast, is cinereous, the latter parts paler and
more delicate than the former; but in this the
greater wing-covers aré narrowly tipt witli white ;
the breast, bodw and thighs are white crossed by
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very narrom transverse lings of black, only half as
broad, in fact, as the bands on C. canorus ; the
tarsi are only feathered half way down the back, and
are mot, as in canorus, clothed with feathers their
whole length; but the chief, or at least the most
obvious, distinction between the two birds is in their
tails. In oursSenegal bird there is almost an equal
mixturesof black and white on the three external
tail-feathers on each side, while the outermost is
white, with a broad well defined bar near the tip, @
and five others, more oblique and irregular, which
%ouch each other for*a little space in the middle of
theinner web. No such bands are seen in canorus.
which has the outer tall-feather black tipt with
white, and two rows of small white spots, ong on the
shaft, and another on the marginal edge only of the
jnner web ; the orbits and two-thirds of the lower
mandible, in this, are orange-red,’so also are the
nostrils : but these characters are not seen in ca-
norus. '_ R

The young of this species differs so materially in
its plumage from the male, as to require a separata
description. The size is rather less: the ground-
colour of the upper plumage is something the same,
but crossed all over with narrow and generally. in-o
terrupted bands of whitish, more ¢r less tinged with
ferruginous or fawn colour ;. these bands are broken
into spots on the greater wing-covers, where they
form about four series on the edge of the external
web ; while others, still smaller, are it the sdme
situation on the quill-feathers. On the under plu-

L
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mage the whole of.fhe chin, throat, and breast,
which are plain cinereous on the adult, in this are
banded precisely like the body uporfa cream-coloured
white ground. There is the difference of about half
an inch in the length of the avings, and the other
parts are proportionably less.

Total length, 12} inches; bill, from the gape,
1% ; ditto, from the front, % ; wings, 8} ; tail,

beyond, 2§ ; ditto, from the base, 71 ; tarsus, 7.

AFRICAN BLACK CUCKOO.
Cucnluy nigricans, SWAtss,

Above and beneathi black, glossed with blue s quills internally
white, with blackish bands ; tips of the lateral tail-festliers
whitish ; bill and legs black.

Cuenlas nigriéans, Zood. I, 2d serics.

Or this very rare Senegal bird, we have never scen
any other specimen than that figured in the Zoolo-
gical Illustrations. 1ts lengthened pointed wings,
of which the third quill is much the longest, and the
unusual breadth of its bill (greater even than in
the common Cuckoo), at once show that it strictly
belongs to the present genus, even as now restricted
while the black and glossy plumage evinees the close
affinity between this group and Oxylophus.
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| A The whole upper and under plumage of this bird

- A isof a deep black, glossed with Dlue ; the greater

5 quills are dark bsown and very pale at their base,

' while their inner webs are bandsd with white : there

: appears to be a few yhitish bands on the thigh-

: feathers, and the lateral tail-feathers, as well as their

; under covers, aye tipt with whitish ; there are also
L some whige spots at the edge of the shoulders.

Total length, 12} inches; bill, from the gape,

14 ; wings, 63 ; tail, beyond, 3} ;.ditto, from the

base, 61 > .

R s
RUFOUS-BREASTED CUCKOO.

Cuienlns rubicnlng, SWAINS

Wings six inches and o half long ; brast and sides of ubo neck
= rufous ; body beneath fulvous white, with broad Llack bars 5
tail Llack, with three white spets down the shaft 3 the tps

white,

Trrs Cackoo is at onee known from the Jast by the .
colour of its tail and the greater breadth of the
black bars on the body. A young specimen, in a
etate of moulting, which is in possession of Mr. War-
¢+ wick, has obviously been prepared by the Senegal
" bird-stuffers; but what we+ congider as.the adalt
bird is a specimen sent, as we were informed, from
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India : both, ho,.wgvex;; agree in the length of the
wings and the peculiar colour and markings of the
tail, so that we have but Little doabt that they are of
one specied’; although, in the young bird, the rv Hus
colour of the breast, and thg binds on the body, are
not 5o dark as in the sppposed adult from India.
The vent and under tail-covers are Jight buff-colour.

|
‘
. J
: 4 S
% 1
LE VAILLANTS CUCKOO. |
LN
Oaglophus Vaillanti, Swains.
-

|
o ‘
3 i by
Head crested with pointod feathers ; plumnge above Llack,

glossed with green ; band at the base of the quills, end of |

the tail, and ufider parts of the body, white ; throat striped
with black, 1

‘arfete di Coucou Edollo, Le Vaill, Ois, d'Af; iv. pl. 209.—
Coceyzus Vaillaftii, Zool. I1l, 24 series, pl. 13,

Havixa already figured and endeavoured to clear
up the systematic history of -this elegant species,
- which seems common both to Western Africa and
Abyssinia *, out present notice may be short, parti-
cularly as we have recently adverted « more parti-
cularly to those characters which scparate it from
the old genus Coceyzus. d

* Salt's Travels, App. iv, page 46,
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Size less than that of the common Cuckoo, but
A {he tail is much longer. Uppet plumage dark
blackish, glossed yith different tints of green, ex-
cept on the primaries, which dire browaish-black ;
six of these feathersshave a white bar at thejr bdSe,
which forms a patch, ‘and there is a large spot of
white at the end of cach tail-feather; the chin,
throat, and breast are white, thickly striped with
black; the rest of the under plumagesis dirty~
white ; ¢he tail is long, broad, and, graduated, and
the fourth and fifth quills are the longest ; bill and

feet blackish. , 4
Total length, 16 inches ; bill, from the gape, 1% ;
wings, 7 ; tail beyond, 7 ; ditto,"from the base, 10;

A tarsus, 1. é

YELLOW-BILLED COUCAL. * »

Zanclostomus flavirosris, SWAINS.

PLATE XIX.

Body nbave, wings, and tail gloasy violet purple 3 benfl. neck,
m{d body bencath cineroous § tail hcmth_vmh lilac ve-
flections 3 bill yellow, with & blackish spot in front.

Tus: Coucals, although closely allied to the cuckoos,
differ from them in some very material points, both
of “structure and economy. They do not, like the
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true cuckoos; the only parasitic birds, save one®, in
creation, deposit their eggs in the nests of strangers,
but build one of their own, hatching their eggs, and
rearing thei= young, with the same parental care as
all 'other birds. The Coucals are a numerouns divi-
sion, but the whole are inhabitants of hot latitudes :
those found in America constitute the genus Coc-
cy=zus as we now propose to restrict it, while those
of India and Africa we place under the new sub-
genus of Leplourus ; the species are at once dis-
tinguished by the great dilation of the base of the
upper mandible, which is not only wider than that
of the lower, but foids over in such a way as entirely
to conceal its basal margin.  We shall now describe
a typical example of this form, another will be found

in the Phanicophwus Javanicus of Dr Horsfield, /°

and several more are scattered in the artificial divi-
sions recently proposed by certain French writers,
The colouring of this bird although very rich, is
very simple ; the bill is entirely of a fine yellow co-
lour, exvepting a small spot of what, in the dead
bird, appears to be black, placed at the base of the
‘culmen, and which covers the nostrils ; the orbits,
which are naked, appear also black. The upper
part of the head and neck is of a dark blackish grey,
which changes in a very gradual manner to a deep
blackish purple; and this colour becomes brightest
on the tail and its covers, which reflect glosses
of purple-violet and lilac; this latter reflection is

..

° The Molothrus pecorid, Swains, or Cow Buntibg of Wil- () e

son’s American Omithology.
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particularly strong on the*under surface of the tail.
The whole of the under plumiagh is of a graduated
tint of greyish ginereous, commencing with being
very light on the chin, and é:nding with being very
dark on the belly and thighs; the under fail-covers
are like the upper, and the feet are black.

Total length, about 131 -inches; bill, from the
gape, l;’E ; wings, 41 ; tail beyond, 7; ditto, from
the base, 9; tarsus, 1. 7R )

® . -
<

- - - . > -

’. SENEGAL LARKPHEEL.
» -
Centropus Sengpalensiz, ILLIOER,
PLATE X‘X.

Above rafous ; bovonth cream-white 3 hedd above, cars, neck,
and tail, greenish-black § tail-covers above brown ; beneath
pale testaccous with odscure transverse bands,

Cuculos Seneglensls, Lien. Awcfoewn, PL Enl. *542—Polo~
philus Senegalensis, Leach in Ger, Zool. 9. 1. 53, —Le Coucal
Houbou, Lo Vaill, Ois. &' 47, pl. 219, >

Tr appears that this well known bird, of which, how-
ever, the only possible figure existing is that of Le,
Vaillant, extends its range in anseastern direction
from Senegal to Abyssinia, where it was observed by
Mr. Salt® to be “ common in the mountainous dis-
tricts, generally found sitting in the thick caper and
other thorny bushes, whence it is difficult to drive it ;
* Travels in Abyssinia, App. iv. 46.
VOL. VIiL : Y
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its flesh is coarse and rank, and the contents of the
stomach, when killedsvery fetid." Short as is this
notice, it is interesting 4nd valuable on several ac-
counts. In the first }Ince, it shews that the birds
of this gepus approach the Crotophaga, or Anoo’s of
Brazil, as much in“their manntrs as they do in their
general structure ; and. it ekplains in a great mea-
sure the reason why the feathers of tift Lark-heeled
Cuackoo ars so peculiarly stiff and rigid, amely,
that they should protect the bird from the injury it
"might otherwise receive from the thorny bushes"”

it frequents, and upon which, no doubt, those pecu-,

liar insccts are found which constifute its principal
food. We are yet fn ignorance, however, of that

- part of the economy of"these birds which renders it
necessaxy that they should e provided with such an
unusually long and straight claw on one of their
hinder toes.

We need onl} add, to our specific character, a

few additipnal particulars. The greater scapular '

and the-tips of the lesser quills are banded with
dusky black, and faint indications of the same are on
“the thighs and tail-covers. The upper covers and the
tail are brown “glossed with green, and are darkest
_beneath. All the quills have blackish tips, the fifth
and-sixth being the longest ; the legs are very strong
and dark greenish.

Total length, 114 inches ; bill, from the gape, 13
ditto from the front, ; ; wings, 7; tail, beyond,
51 ; ditto from the base, 8] ; tarsus, 1} ; hind h
and elaw, 14 ; middle ditto, 14%. '

-




GRZEN-BANDED CUCKOO.
Chalcites auratyus, LEssox,

Golden: zreen ; beneath white ; head, wings, rad lateral tail
covers, striped with white ; flanks and inner wing-covers
with transverse green bars. . .

Cuculus anratus, Awet.—Coucou Didric, Le Vaill. Ois. d*Af
v. pl. 210, 211,

Taerg is, in the hotter narts of Africa, a small race
of Cuckoos, known at once by their diminutive size
and by the rich golden-green of their plumage. They
do not differ, however, from the gepuine Cuckoos
in their habits, as Le Vaillant as-ures us that they
commit to other birds the rearing of their young.
Although Africa appears to be their metropolis, their
range extends castward to the Indian Iffands and
southward as far as New Holland, each of whicly
localities have furnished us with gne species. To
this group, which happens to be a perfectly natural
one (the tenuirostral sub-genus of Cuculus), we re-
tain the proposed name of Chaleites ; and we shall
now describe the most common &pecies, which has
hitherto been supposed peculiar to.the Cape. Four
specimens, however, received from Senegal, shows
that its range extends to Western Africa. -
The whole of the upper plumage (except the
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white markings we shall presently describe), toge-
ther with the wings‘hid i, is of a rich glossy me-
tallie-green of various tints ; of these; golden yellow,
passing into reddish copper, is the most prevalent,
but véty many of the feathers havea strong tinge of
blue round their margins, and fometimes there is a
solitary spot or two of Bue;"there is no regularity,
however, in these, tints, which gives tonse%uemly
the'whole a*patchy appearance. Before the eve is
a white stripe, angther is behind it, and a third,
placed in front, reaches half down the crown ; the
ears are green, the maxillary stripg is also green
but detached. The lésser quills and the four outer-
most primaries have three, white spots on their éx-
ternal margins, and somg of the wing-covers are
banded with white; the unde} plumage is pure white ;
the sides of the body, the thighs, the under tail-covers,
and the inner wing-covers, being all distinetly banded
with brownish-green, more or less vivid, on the
under tail-covers, and black &n the inner wing-
covers. The lateral tailfeathers are more or less
tted with white, but the outermost greenish-black
with four pair qf transverse white spots, and a white
tip; the next is'the same, but the spots are round,
much smaller, and do not unite ; bill and feet brown.
.Toial length, 7§ inches; bill, from the gape, 1% ;
wings, 44 ; tail Beyond, 1} ; ditto from the base,
3%; tarsus, %, :
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’
KLASSS CUCKO0O0:

’
Chalcites Kjassii, Lessox.

g PLATE XXL *
04

Golden-green 3 beneath white ; flanks angd inner wing-covers
= without bands.

. Coucou de Klas, Lg Vaill. Ois. d'Af. v. pl. 212,

TueRe are some few occasipnt when we may be
allowed to relax a little those necessarily rigid laws
of nomenclature, without Which our catalogues would
soon become overwhelmed with barbargus and un-
intelligible names. One of these «exceptions may
be made for the bird now before us, designed by Le
Vaillant to commemotate the faithful andlong con-
tinued services of his favourito Hottentot Kiass, the
companion of his journeys, and, without doubt, the
contributor to his collections of vegy many of the
new species he subsequently described. It seems
to be equally rare in Senegal, as it is, according to
Le Vaillant, in Southern Africa; for as yet we have
only seen three specimens from tife Western Const.
It may save the ornithologist some trouble if we
briefly state the difference between this and the last.
Klass's Cuckow is at once kmown by being smaller,
in having no white spots before the eye, or on the




190 *  ELASS’S CUCKOO.

wing-covers, and no trahsverse bands on the sides,
flanks, and under faiP-c8vers.

" Excepting a white stripe ek {d the eye, the
whole of the uppar plimage is shining coppery-green
of differept tints, like the last species. There are a
few obsolete white interrupted lines on the borders
of.the greater quills, the inner webs of which have
from six to seven broad white bafs, (in auratus
these barseare from three to four). Under’plumage
milk-white and jmmaculate, except a longiudinal
” green stripe down some of the thigh$eathers. The
tail is rounded likg the last ; the four middle featherg
are green, the rest white, with two green dots near
the tip of the outer"(vcb,.onc smaller than the oIher,
while the inner webh is.marked with from four to six
others.» Bill bluish-black,’paler beneath ; feet deep
black. A :

Total length, 6} inches; bill from the front, J ;
ditto from the gape, 4 ; wings hardly 4 ; tail bevond,
1; ditto from the base, 3 ; ‘outermost feather, %
shorter,- .




EMERALD CUCKOO. P

L
C'I:ala‘m smargpdindis, SWAIN

°

Upper plumage, with the neck and breast, shinfig emerald-
green z body beneath, fanks, and under tail-covers, bright
yellow, unspotted. y
- L

©p all the gorgeeus species in thissplendid group of
birdg, the Emerald Cuckoo of ‘s’estem Afrien is the
most sumptubus, It is, indeed, one of the brightest
gems of the feathered cgeation, for its colours are
more akin to those of the mineral than to the animal
kingdom. The feathers of those partsof its plu-
mage which are green, equal the emerald in richness,
and assume more of the form of scales than of ordi-
nary feathers; they also have an apparance of
thickness and of softness very-unusual among birds,
so that in these respects they may be compared to
velvet. When the bird is held #o the light, the
is of the most intense brightness and purity,
the middle of each feather being darker than its .
edgings; but when it is held from the light, with the
spectator between, the green becomes more golden,
with a very slight gloss of copper, but not near o
strong as in the shining cuckoo of the Cape ; it is
further distinguished from that species by the full
and bright yclloW_oolour of its body and belly, which

Y
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in that is very pale ; the ‘under tail-covers in this are
vellow and unspotted, while in that they are white
with two green bnm%s on each feather ; reddish -
copper is the prcdornum)t hue of the South African
species, o tint which in this ig hardly perceived.

The general cast of the plumage has already been
described ; the green terminates abruptly at the end
of the breast, all the remaining under plumage being
uniform yellow ; the under wing-covers are rather
paler, and a basal stripe on the inner web of the
quills is almost white; but un all these parts. there
are no,spots or stripes whatever.  The last is gra
duated ; the outermost feather is white, with three
mtcrmptcd bands of grezn;; the next has a central
white spot and a white tip, but that which follows
is only tipt with white; the outer half of the bill
seems to have been yellow.

Total length 34 inches ; Lill, gape, %; front, %
wings, 44%; tail’ beyond, 2% ; base, 4%, outer-
most . featiier 1.%; shorter than the middle ; tarsus.
.

1o
Assistant Commissary General Weir favoured me
with the inspection of beautiful specimens of this,
and of many other interesting birds, collected by him
during his official residence at the Gambia station.

2 |




WHITE-BARED HONEYGUIDE. , ©

Indicator lefoatis, SWAINS,
e

Greyish-bibwn above; whitish beneath s ohin gith a large
blackish pateh; base of the shoulder yellow ; ears pure

whites bill yellow . =

. -
Indicator albirystris, Tem. Pl. Col. 867,

L

-

Moxie than five years before this species appeared
in the Planches Coloriées, under the erroneous
name of albirostris, we Bad examined a specimen
sent by M. Wiedeman from the borders of the great
Fish river of Southern Africa, and had named it
lowcatis, from the romarkable whiteness of the ear-
feathers ; we should mot, however, have retained it
but that the bill is not whitg, but yellor. Since
that time, as other specimens appear to have been
received from Senegal, we include it in our present
work.

The account given by the celebrated botanist and
traveller Sparman, respecting the jinstincts of ‘the °
Honeyguides, are now sufficiently suthenticated and
are too well known to be here repeated. The ridi-
cule which Bruce, who, whatever were his other
merite, was totally \macqnninted with n:‘\tuml his-
tory, has attempted to throw upon this account,

VOL. VIIL . Z




194 WHITE-EARED HONEYGUIDE.

has recoiled upon his own memory; but that such
an observer as L¢ Vail'ant should join in the same
opinion, will surprise every onec who has not de-
tected the peculiar biemish in the character of this
othurwise unprejudiced observer. Le Vaillant,
ihroughbut his works, allows no merit to any one;
he is perpetually catching 'at every error or fault of
Buffon, and attempting to ridieuie all scientific
classifications ; his vanity could not brook’the idea,
that Sparman should have made an ornitbological
discovery in the very country he had traversed, but
which had escaped his observation ; and his strong
prejudice makes” h'm deny a fact which every one
upon the spot kneiv perfectly well. Accordingly,
we find that Mr. Batrow observes, “ Every one in
that country is too well acquainted with the Honey-
guide to have any doubts as to the certainty either
respecting the bird or its information of the re-
- positories of bees.” If more evidence was wanting
than thig and other similaz confirmations of Dr.
Sparmen’s statement, it will be found in the fol-
lowing note by M. Wiedeman, attached by a label
to the specimen from which the subsequent deserip-
tion was taken. ¢ So soon as this bird sees a man
in the woods, where a bee's nest is in the neigh-
bavrhood, he flies before the man, and cries shirt!
shirt! ghirt!”
We shall now transcribe our original description
of this species, from o very fine specimen made in
the year 1817.  General plumage above brownish-

grey; chin, as far as the ears, covered by a uniform -

-d

por
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patch of dusky black; the whole of the ear-feathers
white ; wing-covers rather darket than the back;
the outer margins of each of the lesser covers are
bordered by a Jine of white; the greater covers are
ulso margined, but the white i¥ more dusky, and is
only on the external dr side edge. Along the base:
of the shoulder the feathdrs ate yellow, rather bright
and forming @ narrow line, and the edges of the
quills ard faintly tinged with olive; the wpper tail-
covers jare margined on their external sides with
white, The tail is variegated much in the same °
manner as in the other species. The two middle
feathers are entir.ely g’my-browm, the next pair have
the inner shaft partially white, ¢he remaining three
pair are white with brows tips; the two external
ones being much shortenetl.  From the throat to the
breast the colour is gmyish-\vl;itc, gradually chang-
ing to pure white on the vent and under tail-covers ;
some of the flank feathers have a central stripe of
brown ; feet black; bill pale and clear ygllow®, no
doubt much brighter in the, Jive bird; +he first
quill-feather is much shorter than the second and
third, which are of equal length and are the longest:
Total length, 6} inches; bill, from the gape, 155
ditto, from the front, scarcely 4 ; wings, 43 ; tail .
beyond, 14; ditto, from the base, 3% ; tarsus, .

* I bleached and badly preserved specimens the yellow
fades, and leaves the bill disty whitish. .
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i LITTLE HONEYGUIDE.
Indicator wminor, AUCTORUM.

Head and reck abovo grey ; back, wings, and ma¥gin of the
quill and tail-feathers, yellowish-olive ; plumage beneath
cinereous 3 chin cnd belly whitish,

Le Petit Indicsteur, Male, Le Vaill. Ois, d'Af; v, 242.

Tar first discovery of this remarkably small Hdney-
guide was made by e’ Vaillant in the Mimosa
woods bordering the river'of Elephants, and it was
found in other similar situations in the south of
Africa, but it does not appear to have been hitherto
known as a native also of the western coast. A
single speeimen accompanied the collections from
Senegal, and although Le Vaillant’s account of his
Petit Indicateur is in some respects deficient in
Jetails, it agrees sufficiently well with the Senegal
bird to lead us to believe they are both of the same
species.

The size of our specimen is below that of a
sparrow, the length being only five inches and a
half. The bill is thicker than in the other species,
occasioned by the upper mandible being somewhat
swollen or gibbous on its sides, quite as much as is

s

-

r r"“

seen in the bill of the Buphaga, to which genus : 1
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this is closely and unquestionably connected; the
margin also of the upper niandible has a sort of
angle in the middla. The upper part of the head
and its sides, the neck, and the interscapulars, are
cinereous-grey ; this tint gradually changes t6 a
yellowish-olive, which extends over the rump
and margins all the feathérs of the wings and fail;
the, under parts®are of a lighter cinareous than the
crown, alinost approaching to white on <the chin,
belly, agd vent, The quills are black, margined
with olive-yellow ; the ground colour of the tail is
also black, the three most lateral feathers are _white.
tipt and edged externally with biown, the two next
being white only on the margin 6f their inner webs ;
inner wing-covers white ; the two outermost tail-
foathers are much graduatéd, the rest even. -

Total length, 53 inches; bill, from the gape, 4 ;
wings, 3% ; tail beyond, 175 ditto, from the base,
24 ; tarsus, 1.
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YELLOW-THROATED llO;\iEYGUIDE.
Indicator flavicollis, SwAIne,

Abore olive-brown ramp and body beneath ‘v'vhi!o; chin,
throat, and breast, clear fulvous-yellow 3 immaculate,

Le Grand Indieateur, Indicator Major, ¥ieil. Gall. pl. 45.

We can find no record of this Honeyguide as a
distinct species in"any of the modern publications,
although it has been figured by Vieillot under the
beliet that it is the Great Honeyguide of Le Vail-
lant. A gnecimen, in an indifferent state, sent from
Sierra Leone, <has Tong been in our possession, but
a much finer, obviously in the most perfect state of
adult plamage, has more recéntly come from Senegal,
50 that all suspicions of our first specimen being a
young or imperfectly fledged bird are now removed.
We suspected, moreover, that it might have been
the great Indicator of Le Vaillant, particularly as it
exactly agrees with his description in regard to the
white on the ramp and on the tail-feathers; but it
seems that foth the species he has described have
their tails coloured in the same way, while the
Senegal bird, instead of “ having the whole of the
front of the neck, from the beak to the b

marked wit] greyish-white in the middle of the

fre

4
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neck, and variegated with black spots on the breast,”
# 4 has these parts pure and unspotéed. Nor can it be
r the female, which our author says has the “under
- parts variegated with brownish®lagk *."%
- The whole of the upper plumage is of, a Tull
‘ uniform greyish-browsri, slightly tinged with yel-
lowish-olive on the crowi, and on the edges of the
wing-feathers afid the tail; this colaur includes the
b eye and tlie ears; the middle of the rump, and of
the upper tail-covers, is marked by a stripe of _
cream-coloured ,white. The three lateral tail-fea-
thers are white, tipt and edged extmmlly with
blackish- brown, the two next kave the white only
on their inner margin, and the Sniddle pair has no
white; the outer-feathers are half as long only as the
middle, and the next is®shorter than the «third.
From the chin to the breast the colour i is of a light
but clear and delicate orange-yelloy, deepest and
brightest on the breast, below which all the re-
maining parts are cream-white, and without any
" spots or markings whatever ; the under wing-covers
are whitish ; bill and feet blackish.
Total length, 7§ inches; bill, from the gape, 1%~
wings, 4; tail beyond, 14%; ; ditto, from the base, 3;
tarsus, 5.

* Le Grand Indicateur, Ois. d'4/ v. [\ 135, pl. 241. 1
have since procured specimens of this species, which confirms
what is here sald of its being quite distinet from /. flavicollis.




. COMMON OXPECKER.
Bupdaju Africana, AUCTORUM,
Groyish brown 4 sump, breast, and body benenu: pale ful-

vous ; Inberal tail- feathers ferragiocous; bill %nngc, the
tip red.

*  Buphaga Africana, Linn, Auct.—To Pio Bauf,, PL *Eal. 293,

—Le Pique Bosut,, Ze Vaill. Ois. *Af. pL. 97.

W have entered b much at largc into the peculi;u'
structure and habifk of the genus Buphaga, in the
first volume of our Classification of Birds, that little

"7_. -

.need be said, in thig place, upon the same subjects, #

This, which is the most common of the two species
now known, is found both in Southern and Western
Africa, where it is seen in small flocks, alighting
on the backs of cattle (and ho doubt on other qua-
drupeds), where it searches for those parasitic in-
sects which distress them during summer.. There
‘can be no doubt, that during a considerable part of
the year, these birds must feed upon other sub-
. stances, but what these are remains to be discovered.
Certain it is, however, that their feet are truly
scansorial, and"that they are no more adopted for
walking upon the ground, like the starlings, with
whom they have been hitherto associated, than are |

those of Ozyrynchus, Sitta, dnd numerous other % e

scansorial genera.
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Another'species has of laté _years, been dieovered

' in Abywma, which we have a slight recollection of

seeing in the Parig Museum ; if very much resem-
bled, if our memory serves us xight, the one npw
before us, but differed. in the colour, &e.<of the
hill.

This second specms, the Tanagra erythroryncha of
Salt’s Travels, scems to be that which has lately
been republmlmd as new by M. Temminck?

General colour greyish or smokysbrown, which
spreads over al} the upper plumage except the
rump, and extends to the chin and fore part of the
throat,—this tint then becomcs° buff-coloured or
fulvous-yellow from the breast downwards; the

4Tump and both fail-covers are likewise pale buff

The tail is greyish-browh, “With«the inner webs,of
the lateral tail-feathers more or less rufous » its form
is cuneated, the shafts being strong and somewhat
rigid, and the tips gradually narrowed ; inner wing-
covers black : bill with the basal half of®a rich
orange yellow, the terminal portion being scarlet;
feet brown ; the tail is lighter than the wings, but
the shafts of the middle feathers are dark brown
and those of the sides rufous.

Total length about 9% inches; bill, from the
gape, "5 ; ditto, from the front, .},' wings, 4%;
tail beyond, 2; ditto, from the base, 41 ; tarsus, .

We now quit the order of Imtwom and enter
Upon that of the Rdores or Gallinaceous: Birds,
the most aberrant family of which are the Pigeons,
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ABYSSINIAN 'VINAGO.
-
Finago Abyssinica, Cuvifk.
- . -

Head, neck, snd breast, light olivaceous-groy 3 body beneath
yellow ; Wing-covers vinaceous § under tall-coverfcinnamon.
- .

Le Calumba Abygsinica, the mgle, Zgtham, dueforum—Le
Colombar & epaule®tes violettes? Le Veill, Ois. & Af, vi.
pl. 276. ° ®

LN
Arr writers have follbwed Le Vaillant in consider- .
ing this and the bitd we shall next describe as male "
and female of one species, and certainly the authority
of one who had such ample means for ascertaining
the fact, should have due ipfluence. The question,
ho¥vever, is whether such means were used? and
whether Te Vaillaht, deceived by the opinion that
his Colombar was the only pigeon that had * Epau-
lottes violottes,” has not hastily concluded that these
two were but sexes of one? Our belief is that they
ate different, and for the following reasons :—Vina-
ceous red, or, as Le Vaillant ealls it, * Fiollette”
upon the shoulders, is rather a generic than a specific
character in this group, for it is found in more than
one-half of the species; the same may be said oft

“the red? or brown, or einnamon colour, of the under

tail-covers, and the pale yellow margins of the
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wing-covers, so that no dpecific distinefions can be
founded exclusively upon any one of these three
circumstances. ,On the othcr hand, the two birds
we have receu'ed from %negﬂ although they agree
in their colours with those figured on <he 276the
and 277th plate of Ie Yaillant, differ most remarlk-
ably from each other in the' size and general struc-
ture ofgtheu- bills. Now, we do’not remember a
single instance in the whole circle of "ornithology
wheressuch a variation takes place in the sexes ofs
one species. * To illastrate this difference more
Sully, we annex cuts
of the bills of both;
in that to which we
retain the old name
of Abyssinica; the nos-
trils are placed close to
the base of the bill, so
that some of the frontal
feathers advance close
to the aperture, the g

base also is narrow and compressed : in our Finags
nudirostris, on the contrary, the aperture is placed
in the middle of the bill, half-way between the front
and the tip, while the basal portion is broad.and °
thick ; this structure is confirmed by two specimens,
in a very perfect state of preservation, now before
us, which precludes the supposition that the feathers
have fallen off at the base of the bill. We shall
now deseribe the colours and measuremeiits of the

first of these specigs.
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Length Mbout elgven ¢ #nd a half inches. OQuter
Jalf of the bill bluish-w hite ; basal half, “in the dead
bird, bluish-blacl. The whole of the head, neck,
and throat, as*far as the breast, uniform ]nbht grey,

.hngcd whh a greenish hue; the remaining upper
parts of the plumage, as the back, scapulars, tertials,
and tail-covers, light olwe—grccn, which colour tinges
such of the grester wing-covers as afe nearest the
body. The lesser wing-covers are vinaceous-red ¥,

wdeepest at the sngle of the shoulder, andewhich
blends into the greenish-grey of the lesser wing-
covcm,.greater cpvers and qaills,, blackish ; both,
the series of covers nnd the terminal half of the
lesser quills are broad]y.;md distinetly edged with
sulphur-yellow, which edging is narrower and al-

. most white on the primaries. Tail even; above
light cinerequs ; beneath with the basal half black
and the outer ehalf cinereous-white. The under
plumage from the breast downwards is yellow, the
flanks greenish grey; the tHighs, vent, and side
tail-covers bemng whidish ; under tail-covers rufous
in the middle; feet apparently red, the tarsal fea-
thers reaching to the base of the toes.

Total length about 12 inches; bill, from the

s gape, 1, from the front, % ; wings, 7; tail, from
the base, 4} ; tarsus, 1.

* That i, something like the colour of the lees of old
wine, a tint almost exclusively found in the plgm family.

-
13 -



4 NAEED-BILLED VINAGO. .*

Vinago mudizosfris, SWAINS.
»

-

Head, neck, and body beneatl, yollowish-gréen ; bill thick,
rod, and very naked at the Lase; postrils placed in thg
middle; shoulders vinaccous ; under tail-covers cinnamons
interscapulai einercou®,

= Columba Abyssirfiea, fom, ? Aucforwma—Ie Coluniba a epau-
lettes Violcttes, fom. 2 Ois. &', 6. 277,

Havixe already stated our reasons for co:lsideriflg
this as a distinct species, we need only deseribe its
plumage. The size of
the bird is smaller, Jut
the il is much largor
than in the supposed
male ; the nostrils are
placed in the middle,
so that the soft part of
thebill, orthatin which
the nostrils are placed,
is longer than the hard X
or terminal portion ; the base of the bill is also much
broader than it is high, so that, for a pigeon, it
might be called a depressed bill ; this part is covered
by a skin and is of a bright red, even in tlie preserved
specimens.
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. Head, neMk, and all therunder parts of the body,
uniform ycllowish-gr"cén, but the thighs are bright
yellow, and the flanks striped with that and olive-
green; base of the, netk above, and part of the
interscapulgrs, delicate ‘cinereous, avhich gradually
changes into a light greyish olivé-green on the baclk,
scapelars, ramp, upper tail-covers, and on those of
the wing-feathers vhich are nearest the body. The
shoulders are vinaceous red ; the greater and lesser
covers partly greyigh-olive and partly blackish, and

' both are distinctly margined yith pale sulphur-yel-
low ; quills blackish, most of them margined in the

same way, but narrower. Tail above fight cinercous, *

with rather a darker®shade in the middle, but‘on
their under surface the hysal half is black and the

. terminal*half cinereous-white. Sides of the tail and
tips of the smaller under covers cream-coloured
white, but the larger covers are entirely rufous. Feet
pale, probably red.

In gnotker specimen, whick is probably of the
other sex, there is no other difference but in size ;
the wing of one measuring 5%, and of the other
6. The tarsus, in both these, is not feathered so
much as in the last species, for the feathers do not
sreach within a quarter of an inch of the division of
the toes. A

Total length about 10} inches ; bill, from the gape,
+%, and from the front the same ; wings, 6 ; tail,
from the base, 33 ; tarsus, 5.

|

o
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ED-EYED DOVE.  , *

Turlur erythrophrys, SWAINE,

- -
PLATE XXIL =

-
Crown cincreops white 3 neck, breast, fand body beneath, vit
naceons ; belly and vedlt dark cinexcous j nape with a black
somi-eollar 3 oghits rpd.

- .
-

U'kris the various modificatids of form in this most
extensive family have cen more regularly and
completely studied, weshall arange all the slender
billed pigeons with naked legs under two provisional®
genera, which we suspect to be the typical and the
subtypical. To the first we restrict the name of
Columba; they aredistinguished by theis lateral toes
being equal or of the same Jength ; under this will
come the sub-genera of Columba proper and Feto-
pistes.  'The second group, probably the sub-typisal,
is Turtur, wherein the outer toe ig shorter than
the inner, and to which the two next birds herein
described obviously belong, as probably doés Cha-
mipolia. )

Size of the common turtle. General colour of
the back, interscapulars, wings, and tail, grey-brown;
having a strong cinercous tinge on the back, and a
slighter one on the rump and outermost Sring-covers;
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the crown 3s of a most delicate cinereous, graduating
to white in front, aml bler.ding behind into the vina-
¢eous red of the nape and upper neck. The back .
of the neck has a broad black semi-collar margined
by a martow cinereous line; the orbits are naked
and rich red; the whole of thé under plumage, as
far as the belly, is vinaceousy becoming paler on the
ears and almost white on the chin ; the belly, vent,
flanks, and under tail-covers, are clear cinbreous.
The tail is broad and rounded, the outer half cine-
1eous (almost white beneath) and the basak half

black. The bill is black and the foet dark, possibly _

red in the live bird : _inner Wing-covers cinereous
black. Structure of t'e common turtle, °

Total length, 11 inchés; bill, from the gape, 1;
wings, 7 : tail beyond, 14 ; ditto, from the base, 5 ;
tarsus, 7 ; middle toe and claw, 175 ; hinder ditto,
19 ”

HALF-COLLARED DOVE.
Turtur semitorquatus, SwAINS,

Above light brown nape with a black crescent-shaped collar
“front,. crown, and body beneath, vinaecous ; chin and belly
whitish ; wing-covees light cinereous ; innor toe longer

-

than the outer,
Taere is such a close similarity in general pomts of
colour between this and the Iast, that but for their
great disparity of size, they might at first be taken
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for the e:amples of the different ages o ‘sexes of
one species. We believe, however, that they are
truly distinet, at lgast the plnnnge of that we shall
now describe shews every appc;mmcc of perfection,
wvhile from the length of the wings beu:g aly five
and a half inches, instead of seven (as in erythro-
phrys), it is presumed this difference is not sexual.

The total lerigth is about ten inclws. The ground
colour of the upper plumage is drab-broWn, nearly
of the same tint as the last ; but the top of the head
and nape, instead of being delicate French grey, is
of the same vinageous.as the undex, parts, the front;
as is usual in this family, I.\exng much paler ; behind
the nnpe is a semicircular Wagl collar like the last.
The wing-covers are very. light cinereous with
whitish edges, but this tifit blends on the scipulars
into the drab-brown of the back. The under plu-
mage is vinaceous, palest on the chia and changing
into a cream-coloured white on the belly, vent,
tlnghs, and under tail-¢overs ; these parts kzing of a
full cinereous in the last spums the basal half of
the four outer pair of feathers is deep black ; the,
other portion is more or less white according to their
distance from the two central pair, which are drab-
brown, tinged with cinereous.  On their under sur-
face, the terminal half of these feathers is much
whiter and the base much blacker. "The inner wing-
covers, the flanks, and sides of the. tail-covers, are
cinereous. The bill is black and the feet pale. The
orbits seem to be more feathered than iv the last,
and there is no red tinge on the naked skin ; this,

VOL. VIIL 3 i BB
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however,V\may be, accidéntal : above all, the inner
toe is one-twenticth of an inch Iomger than the
outer®. A
J Total length, 10 Tnches ; bill, gape, {5 ; wings,
5} ; taifi.base, 4; tarsus hardly 1% ; middle toe and

claw, .

RUFOUS-WINGED TURTLE.

Turtur .Zﬁa?ompx‘las, SwAINS,

Quills rafous tipt with black 5 tail broad, rounded, black be-
neath 3 yump and covers witn five black bars; wing-covers
with oval, shining, purple spots,

Le Tourterelle emersudine 2 Ze Vaill. Ois. d° ;;I. 27}
Columba chalcospilos, Syst. Acixm, No, 83, exel, gyn.

WE should have set this down as the beautiful Little
ground pigeon to which Le Vaillant has given the
name of “ Tourterelie emeraudine,” had he not said
that it was * particularly distinguished for its very
short and rounded tail,” the intermediate feathers
of which have two black bands on a grey ground.
Now this is either erroncous or is applicable to a
different species. The tail of our Senegal bird is
very broad and rather long for its size, and the in-
termediate feathers of the tail have no black bands

" In rophrys this propartion is almost reversed, or at
least the inner toe is not even equal to the outer.
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whatever ; they are like thesreston their upper sur-
face, i. e. cinercous at their basal half and black on
their outer half. _Be this as it may, our species is
pretty well described by Dr. Wagler, whose specific
name we consequently adopt. The feet, for<he'size
of the bird, no less than the tail, are very large.
Size small. General ¢olour of the plumage abore
light brown, sfrongly tinged with dinereous, parti-
cularly on the wing-covers, or the ground eolour may
be called greyish brown ; the fron, of the head is
nearly white, which gradually changes on the crown
to a delicate lead-colour ; across the lower part of
the back there is a very distifict cream-colour or
brownish-white band, margindl both above and
below by a band of decp blagk, the lower of which
is broadest; the tail-covers above are tip# with
black, so as to form three transverse bands, two
narrow, and one, which is the last, tyjce the breadth
of the others; these are probably what Le Vail-
lant has mistaken for bands upon the tail.feathers.
Three or four of the scapular cayer of the quills have
a Jarge oval spot of black richly glossed yith purple
only, but no green, and the inner half of all the
greater covers are black. The quills, spurious
wings, and inner wing-covers, are deep and bright
rufous tipt with black, the two ouger quills mar-
gined also with black. Under plumage delicate
pale vinaceous, changing to white on the belly,
vent, and side tail-covers; under tail-covers and the
tail itself deep-black, the outermost feather exter-
nally white for one-half its length, and tipt with
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white ; bill and legs dark ; tail bread, and much |
rounded. £ " »

Total length, 7 inches; bill, fipm the front, 4 ;
wings; 4 ; tsil b'.')‘oxfd, 1; ditto from the base, 3} ;
tarsus, 4% ; hind toe and clay the same.

.
' .

TRIANGULAR-SPOTTED PIGEON,

Columba tripamgest, WAGLER,

- ’ -
Head nnd body beneatty plumbeus ; wings and throat ving-
ceous, with numerous triangular white spots ; featiiers of

the neck and breast yviniceous and bifid, and tipt with
« whitish.,

Triangular-spotted Pigeon, Edicards, pl. 75,—TI.0 Ramier rous-
sard, Le Iuill, Ois. d'Af. iv. pl. 265—Columba Guinea,
Auctorum—Columba trigonigers, Wag, Syet. Avivm, No. 51.

Noramve can be said in commendation of the plu-
mage of this singularly marked species, the colour-
ing of which is neither attractive to the ordinary
observer or inviting to the artist. It is of a
middling size, and seems to be abundantly’ distri-
buted over various parts of Africa, as Senegal,
Guinea, Angola, and the Cape of Good Hope. At
the latter place, according to Le Vaillant, it is called,
by the colonist, Basch or Wild Duyf (wood or wild
dove.) Tt is very abundant both in the vicinity of
Cape Town and in the interior, where it is one of the
greatest pests the farmers have to contend against
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These birds, in fact, associate in large bgnds, and
attack the crops of grain on ali_%ides, which they
only leave on retiring to roost in the woods or rocks.

It is almost impossible to five, a good idea, by
words, of the inbarmonious, we had almost,said' the
disagreeable, colouring of this species, and it would
be equally difficult to do so by the pencil. The
head, body befieath from the breast, outer half of
the wings, edges of the quills, and the #ail-covers,
are all lead-colour or cinercous, whije the back part
of the neck, the scapulars, back, and basal half of
the wings are vipaceons or brownish rufous; these
are the two ground colours ; the fower part of the
back is very Jight plumbeus, alfost white. Each of
the feathers of the wing-coxers, which are near the
back, ends in a central dnd triangular whits spot ;
the margins of the outer tail-feathers are white nearly
to the tip, the rest are plumbeus ; they all have one
broad bar at i{he end, and a very narrow cbsolete
one in the middle : tae feathers of the throat and
breast are vinaceous, tipt with whitish lead-colour,
with their ends bifid, as if part of the shaft was
broken off. Feet large and strong, and dark flesh®
colour; bill blackish ; orbits large, naked, and
crimson. 2

Total length, 11} inches; bill, from the base, 1% ;
wings, 8}, and extending half an-inch beyond the
tail ; middle toe and claw, 1y%.




BLACK-THROATED. DOVE.
(Esa Capensis, SprLyy,

Above varied with cinercous and brown ; front, whroat, and
breast deep black ; body benesth white ; primary quills
mafous ; tertials with shining purple spots.

Columbs Capensis, Auct.—Tourterelle, Le Vaill, Ois. dAf. i,
pl 273 adult, 274 young—Columba atrogularis, Wagler,
Syst, Avium, 108,—Q%nn Capensis, Selly, MSS.

" &

S
TuERe is searcely a mere beautiful little bird among
the snaller species of thi¢ family than the one now
before us. | It seems to have a wide digpersion on
the African continent, being found at the Cape of
Good Hope, Senegal, and as far as Nubia *; but
whether it is in any degree migratory like the two
more typical species of Ectopistes, is very uncertain.
Mr. Selby very judiciously considers this as a dis-
tinct type from the sub-genus Ectopistes of the Ame-
rican continent, of which, however, it seems to be
the representative. It does not appear that the sub-
genera of the typical pigeons are characterised by
that peculiarity of geographic distribution which so
frequently seporates the birds of the old from those
of the new world ; at Jeast we have not yet been
able to detect any marked difference in structure
Systema Avium, No, 108,
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between many of the spc&cs ofs Columda, &ec. of
America, from those which occur both in Africa, .
India, and Austrelia. <

The adult bird has the middle of the upper, plu-
mage, that is, of the kead, neck, back, TUI-COVErs,
and base of the wings, light grey brown, which gra-
dually changeg into a delicate lead-colourgan the
sides of a1l these parts, more partitularly over the
wing-covers and on the borders of the deep black
patch Which is in front of the head and the middle «
of the throat dnd breadt; beyond this, all the body
bheneath is pure white; the longest.of the under tail-
covegs only being deep-black. _On the tertials and
some of the greater coverssthere is a large spot of
black richly glossed with purple and violet, forming
a short transverse band ; anotler, of a brown hue,
erosses the lower part of the back, and the tips of
the longest tail-covers being browrm, form another
band more irregular. The greater quills, and three
or four of the lesser, are rich rufous, mofe or less
tipt with black. The tail-feathers are lengthened and
cuneated ; the 1ongest are grey at their basal balf
and black to the end, the lateral are much broader,
and of o finer and lighter grey, with an irregular
band of black just before the tip; the outermost «
pair has an additional white edging on the basal
Thalf of the external web; inner wing-covers rufous,
the adjoining side-feathers black ; bil and feet yel-
low. Such is the description of an adult male from
Senegat; the female, as deseribed by authors, we
have not seen, but; a bird which we consider as the
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young or true female, 'is so unlike the above, that
we shall describe its essential differences.

The size is similar to the malc : the ground co-
lour of the upper plurage is light drab, rather darker
than isatella-brown ; each feather of the wing-covers,

the rump, the upper tail-covers, and the crown and s

nape, germinates in buff-white or dingy fulvous ;
these markings are bordered internally only hya black
ing ; they assume the form of roundish spots on
the scapulare, wing-covers, and tertials, and of bars
on the other parts. The ¢hin is pure white, the
throat and breast light drab-brown with dusky trans:
verse bars ; all beyogd, as in the adult, is pure white.
The bar on the back, the quill, and the tail-feathers
are like the adult male, but, the bill and feet are light
brown. This accords pretty well with Le Vaillant's
figure at pl.. 275, but the brown bar on the back, in
both our speciinens, is single, and not double as
authors affirm it to be.
Total length, 9 inches; bill, Yo wings, 44 ;
tuil beyond, 3} ; ditto, from the base, 5% ; tursus,
i

o
el




DOUBLE—S.PURRED FRANCOLII:’.

-

Chastopus Adansonii, SWANS.

Feathers of the body beneath white an ths sides, black varied o

with white down the middle, and with & rufous stripe on

each lateral margin: crown brown, immaculate, margined

= by black and whit lines; male with twp spurs on tha tarsus,
B

- .
Perdix Adansonii, Tem. Hist. Ngt Collin, i, p. 505, 717~
Perdix bicalcarats ? Awctormnt.
-

Wx have been told that this species (of which the
only specimens we have yet seen arg from Senegal)
has been mistaken, by the London ornithologists,
for the C. Clappertonii; which, if the figure inthe Atlas
of M. Riippell be correct, is a yery different species.
Whether it is the Perdiz bicalcarata of Linnwan
writers cannot possibly be made out, as their de=
scription, successively copied one from another, is too
loose, and too inapplicable to our bird, to admit of
amalgamation. Even that by M., Temminck] ad-"
mirable as it is, and drawn up with a precision well
deserving imitation, offers some slight differences
from ours: the crown of the head, for instance, is
termed  rowr,” whereas, in all our specimens, it 13
of the same dark brown as the rest of the body ;
VOL. VIl . co
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the nape .alone lbeing rufous. Upon the whole,
however, we have little doubt that both are of the
same species, differing perhaps in age or sex.

The general grqunu colour of the upper plumage,
as in most of this genus, is hair-brown, darkest on
the crown, where it is unspotted, and forms a patch,
bordered in front and on the sides by a line of
black ;ths is again margined by andther of white,
which commences at the nostrils and passes above the
eye and car : the nape is rufous, beyond which the
feathers begin to be black in, the middle and rufous
on the sides, yaried also with whitigh. The rufous
disappears on the interscapulars, leaving only the
white stripes, and tlioseyeitend no further than the
middle of the back. The chin is quite white, with-
out these little black spots and stripes which are on
the ears; the throat, breast, and body are-all co-
loured alike ; the ground colour of each feather is
cream-coloured white, down the shaft is a long pear-
shaped black spot, inclosing a mark of dirty-white,
representing the lettey V, while on each side of the
feathers there is a broad stripe of rufous : the feathers
of the flanks and thighs are simply dirty-white,
with a brown central stripe. The primary quills are
blackish, dotted on the outsr web with fulvous white,
and marked on the inner with two longitudinal
stripes of the samoa, one at the edge, the other in the
middle of the web. Tail very short, dark brown,
and freckled with a lighter tint, but without any
bands ; lower part of the back, the ramp, and upper
tail-covers freckled, like the tail, with minute
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blackish dots disposed in zi‘mg, transvexsp! and in-
. .
terrupted lines.

The female, which M. Temminck had not then *

seen, besides wa:ning the spfrs on the tarsus, is
much smaller, so as@ot to exceed the size of gurpart-
ridge ; the middle of the wing-covers, instead of
being entirely brownish black, as in the male, is
fréckled yith %ight brown, which golour al® forms
transverse bands on the inner web of most of the
primamy, and on all the secondary quills; while in
the young bird these bands are light rufous, and they 4
are very well defined on the tail, where there is
about six on ench feather, sepafated by a broad
space of blackish-brown. THe frontlet at the bill
advances very much upon, the créwn, gimilar to
what we see in the Hanf-nests Cassicus ).e

Male.—Total length about 12 inches; bill, from

the front, 14 ; ditto, from the gape, 1 ;" wings, 6453
tail, from base, 3} ; tarsus almost 2.
Female.—Total length about 10} inghes; billy

from the front, 1} ; ditto] frorp the gape, L 5 wings, -

5 ; tail, frone the base, 2} ; tarsus, 15
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BUFF-BREASTED PARTRIDGE. :
o Philopacins a)ﬂmr;m&u,Swu’xs.

Brown, specilled with whitish ; middle of the body with a
large falvous white spot; featbers of the neck and breast
rufous in the middle, with & row of whitish spots on each
web ; bill red, v

" Ptilopachus erythraryhohus, Classif. of Birds, i p. 344

Taere are som® peculiarities of structure in which
this bizd differs from ouf common partridge, the
type of the genus Perdiz, which has induced us to
separate it as the representative of a sub-genus.
The claws are considerably compressed, and the two
lateral toes are very nearly, if rot quite, of the same
length; the tail also is much developed, and the nos-
trils almost oceupy one-half the lenigth of the upper
foandible. The structure of the feathers on the
back and rump are also peculiar, the shafts being
thickened in the same way as in the pigeons, and
in thé corresponding type of Ceblepyris among the
shrikes, :

Size intermediate between the quail and Par-
tridge. Ground colour of the whole plumage
carthen-brown, just as dark on the body as on the
back ; this colour is varied by dusky-white spots, in
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the following manner : thc\fenthers upon, the neck,
throat, breast, interscapulars, and sides of the body,
have a row of white spots down the middle of each *
sweb, bordering a’stripe of rufus which occupies the
middle of each feather ; these spots (which are
most distinct and defined on the interscapulars and
sides of the body) are Bordered aboye by a ling of
obscure black® the spots become ipdistinet and run
into each other on the breast, so as to ferm stripes.
The cljin and part of the throat is .dirty-\\'hitc; wch.
feather beingenearly back in the middle. On the
_fore part of the Qody, immediately beneath the breast,
is a large patch of pure fulvous or‘buff-yellow. All
the Yest of the plumage is darR brown, without any
other variation than very ?;u’pum M scarcely per-
ceptible freckles of a phler colour: the quill and
tail-feathers arg without any bands or spots, but ¢
there are a few white dots on the ying-covers, and
obsolete undulations on the flanks ; bill, orbits, and
legs, light, probablyssed in the live bird; tail very
broad and rounded. W
Total lengthe about 10 inches; bill, from the
gape, v 5 wings, 4} tail, from the base, 3} ; tar-
sus, 1.



~ THREE-BANDED SA}:'D.GROUSE.

Plerocles tricinclus, SWAINs.

' PLATE XXIIT.

"Throat and breast fulvous, the Iatter crossed 'by three collars
—ane of rufous, o sccond of white, and a third of black ;

the rest of the body heneath crosed Ly nimerous black

“and white bands ; tall Touuded, falvons; Landed with black,

Tnr deserts ofﬁricn appear to be the metropolis of
the beantiful genus Pleroclés or Sand-grouse, a group
of birds which seem as much appropgiated to the hot
sandy tracts of that continent, as are the true grouse
to the snowy wastes of the Arctic regions. They are
mostly of :a small size for gallihaceous birds, being
inferior to our partridges; but their plumage, without
being bright or ‘showy, is so particularly elegant,
that they are peculiar favourites with most ornitho-
logists, MM. Temminck and Lichtenstein have
paid particular attention to this group, and have
figured or described most of the species. It appears,
however, that the‘one now before us will not accord
with any of theip deseriptions, and we shall accord-
ingly give such a detailed account of both sexes as
will prevent it from being confounded with any
other.
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In the male, the front is "hitc,.crossed by a broad
black band just before the eyés; this band is con-
tinued as a black stripe over the cye, but it is inter- ©
rupted at its base by a large witite spotewn each side ;
the crown and nape, is ochre with a pcg»-sﬂap«l
' spot of black down each feather. From the nape to
the commencement of the interscapulars the ochre
colour has a Yaint greenish tinge,.but without any
v markings ; the interscapulars are then ecrossed by
Pr A bars of black, three on each featheg, the broadest of |

which is at the tip ; the rest of the back, ramp, and
Lupper tail-covess, haye bands of different breadths,
which gradually become stronfer %nd more defined
as they approach the tail | .’Ble scapulars and ter-
r~ A tials are banded on a rufous,ground®ut the margins
R 4 Il round are pure fulvdus. The ground celour of
the whole of the wing-covers and the tertials, as well ®
as several of the lesser quills on their outer webs, is
uniform fulvous. The lesser covers have no bands,
but beyond these cotnmences a series of jpransyverse
F black stripes, very distinetly gnarked, which gradu-
' P ally increase inebreadth, and traverse in an oblique
> direction all these feathers ; most of these bars hawe
a narrow whitish edging, and some of these are
glossed with a bluish purple tinge ; the remainder of
the lesser quills are deep black but, the greaterquills™
: are brown. The tail is roungled, ghe feathers rather
' broad, and crossed by black bars, similar to the tail-
covers, and of which there are about ten on each
feathgr ; the last is the broadest, and is placed a
little way from the tip; the under covers are like
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the upper. The inside of the wings and the axil- i
lary feathers are both of a uniform unspotted cine- b
reous grey. 5

The under plumage may be déscribed in fewer
words:  From the chin to the breast the colour is
of the same buff-yellow or isabella tint which is the
ground colour of the upper plumage ; the chin itself
is paler and inclined to white; this coltur is bounded
Just below she breast by three semi-circula¥ bands ;
the first is rich chestnut,—the second, white,—and a
the third, black, each being ghout four-tenths of an
inch broad ; the rest of the body, as far as the vent,
with the flanks andethighs, are narrowly banded
with black and gregish-white, the former cdlour
predominating on the belly, but the latter on the
flanks and thighs ; tarsi feathered to the toes, and of
© an unspotted grey ; hill yellow; feet brown.

The female differs from the male in the following
manner. There is no black in front of the head,
and the white patches are so<tinged with falvous
that they can scarcely be traced ; the upper part of _
the neck and its sides are bandeds with blackish- 5
Lrown ; there are no bands on the breast, and the
inner wing-covers are dark on the middle; the lesser T
wing-covers, which in .the male are pure fulyous, are
There obliquely traversed by slender black lines. All
the scapulars andmost of the tertial quills are dark ’
vinaceous rufous, upon which the black bands are
broad and close, leaving the margin of the feathers .
fulvous ; the primary quills are all tipt with rufons-
brown, and their bases, in both sexes, are rather

A
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light; the bill is small, slender, and copapressed ;
the gonys, straight. R

Total length, 10 inches; bill, from the gape, % ;
wings, 6, reaching to the tipfof the teil; tail, from
the base, 31 ; tarsug, 1755 hind-toe almost ebsolete,
measuring, with the claw, only %-

°©

o "
WHITE-SPOTTED TURNIX.
< ° o »
. Hemipodius nimm.ogwuxs.
o o0
Above varied with ferruginous 3 chin whitish ; throat and
Lreast pale ferrugineous, wifh white shining roundiel spots;

body and outer half of the wing*covers white ; rump and
upper tail-covers rufous and unspotted. °

I nivosus, Swwins. Phil. Mag. vol. Ix. p® 353—IL nivosus,
Zool, llust,, Lst series, iii. pl. 103.—Turnix Meiffren ? Pl
ol pl. 60,1, > A

We have already given such a minute account of
this elegant Little bird in the journal above alluded
to, that it is only necessary to repeat its specific cha-
racter, and to incoporate it in this work as a native 2
of Senegal. Whether it is the Tupniz Meiffren of
Temminck, as some suppose, is very doubtful, for
an inspection of the two figures will show how much
they differ.  Yet, if that of M. Temminck is really
intended for our nirosus, his name must sink ag a
synonyme, for our description appeared more than
YOL. VIIL L »'D
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two years before he published his figure ; so irve-
gular, indeed, does the letter-press to his work come
out, that we actually do not know whether the
sheet which relates to this plate has even yet been
publishod. M. Temminck’s figure represents the
middle of the neck and its sides as white, with fer-
ruginous spots, and the breast quite white. Our
nivosus has the swhole of the neck ard breast ferru-
ginous with white spots!

e
SPOTTED-WINGED PINTADO, OR GUINEA HEN.
¢ o
, Numida M{;rmnis, Swaixs,

Body, wings, primary quills, and tail, covered with white
#pota ; head and part of the throat naked ; neck and breast
purplish immuaculate ; gape wattled ; erown with a com-
pressed elevated w\nn-u-

"
"Avv, the authors we have consulted agree in stating
that the common Pintado, or Guinea Fowl, has the
. greater quills of the wings rehite, and although we
have not, at thir moment, an opportunity of seeing
this, it cannot fir a moment be reasonably doubted
that such is the universal character of the common
specics. That, however, which we shall now record,
hes the whole of the primaries spotted on a blackish
ground, precisely with the same pattern, and in the




SPOTTED-WINGED PINTADO, OR GUINEA HEN. 297

same manner, as the lesser quills. This is the only
material difference we can detect ‘between the bird
before us and the ample descriptions that have been *
published of the common spefies, Of this latter,
however, we have sprocured sqme feathers, which
enables us to state that those of the lesser quills
and of the back are spotted precisely similar to those
of our present bird. The difference, however, of
the quillfeathers, is so important, thatdt is alone
sufficient to separate them as spegies. It is im-
possible from a dried specimen to say what were
the original colours of the head, but it is bare of
feathers, as is the front of the neck, for more than an
inch ‘and a half from the chin. “A similar portion of
the upper neck yould be also bare, but for a number
of disconnected, black, sefaceous feathers, omrather
bristles, extending to an inch in length. In the
middle of the crown is a compressed tubercle about
half an inch long, two-tenths of an inch high, and
one-tenth broad ; the crown, as far as the nape,
being thick and callous; there is o wattle on each
side of the gapep apparently of a red colour. The
lower part of the neck, above and beneath, and als¢
the breast, is brown glossed with purple, but all the
rest of the plumage is spottedswith white. o

Two specimens were sent from Senegal, otie of
which is in our museum. a5

Total length about 20 inches; bill, from the
gape, 1; wings, 91 ; tail, from the base, 7; tarsus,
2; middle toe and claw, 2} ; inner toe slightly
shorter than the outer; hind ditto, 1.

P
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b SENEGAL THICK-KNEE.

Edi s Senegalensis, SWAESS.

o
.

«

e
Greater wing-covers white, with a broad black band closo to
their tips, lessdr covers greyishowhite, with a Hack line
down their shafts ; shoulder;covers fulvous, terminated
by a band of hiack; chin and body beneath white, imma-
culate, % ' ¢ .

Tue Thick-kneed I;IOVOTS, like many other natural
groups, have such a uniformity in their general cast
of colduring, that it.is even difficult to distinguish
the species, . unless by actual comparison ; how much
more so, whem these discriminating marks are ob-
scurely stated; or entirely overlooked, in the pub-
lished déscriptions and figurés. The colouring of
the birds themselves; indeed, is so very complicated,
that it is almost impossible, exdept by long and
tedious descriptions, to convey any definite idea of
the markings, stripes, &ec. of the feathers. We
must, therefore, in the present instance, ,confine
ourselves to these particulars in which the Senegal
species differs from ‘the two others to which it is
most allied, E..crepitans and Capensis.

General size and aspect, and colour, on the upper
pirts, as the Ewropean species, but from which it
may be thus distinguished. The shoulder-covers
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are of the same ﬁxlvous~hyo“'n ,as the back, but
darker, the middle of cach featlier having a blackish
line; the whole are separated by an obsolete black .
band. The second range of thé lesser covers become
suddenly very lights and the black stripes are longer
and fewer; the greater covers are cream-coloured
white, with rather a broad band of black near their
tips, and whidh leaves a narrow white line on their
outer edge ; lesser quills entirely black. lfe greater
quills gre also black, but the seventh, eighth, and
ninth are white at thein base and tips, and the first,
second, and third white nearly to their middle;
these white spots are very uncq:ml in size, and they
extend to both webs. The_latéral tail-feathers are
all white, with broad black tips, and most of them
have crescent-shaped baflds gn their basal balf;
these bands disappear as they approach the middle
pair, which are brown and unspotted. Under tail
covers fayn-coloured ; the first quill is;nther shorter
than the second and ﬂntd

Lotal length about 13 inches, bill, from the gape,
24 ; ditto from the front, 1} ; wings, 8; tarsus, 215 3 3
middle toe, 1} ; inner toe shortest.

" L]
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o SENEGAL COURJER.
Tachydromus Semegalencis, LICHTRENSTEIN.

PLATE XXIV. 2

o

Wings five xnche- long ; erown entirely’ rufons; upper plu-

mage, rump, and two middle tail-feathers, fawa-colour,
;3 flanks and belly white. .

Tach. Sencgalensia, Lich. Bcrlm. Cot., p. ¥2.—Cursorius Tem-
minekii, Zool, Il L. g 106, — Cursor. ditto, Wagkr Syt
Avium, No. &—Cumnus Asiaticus, Temm,

Tae different spccxcs of Tac!:ydromw, although

few in number, are involved in much confusion; a ,
circumstance that has arisen from the great similarity

of their plumage, no less than from the little regard
that has been. paid to their oompamhvc characters
and to their geographic distribution. From the
latest results of our investigation of these birds,
there appears to be no less than“three species in-
‘cluded by M. Temminck in his specific name of
C. Asiaticus, which he says inhabits * Africa, India,
Senegal, and Pondicherry®. Notwithstanding this
authority, we ventured, some years ago, to charac-
terize the Senegal Courier as distinet from the
others, not being aware this had already been done
by Lichtenstein. M. Temminck, on his subsequent

visits to Bngland, vehemently protested against this, «

* Marmuel d’Omithologic, 24 ed. ii. p. 514,

\

3

l
-
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insisting that it was an errer. Of late, however, he

. x seems to have altered his opinion, but he still ‘mis-
takes the Indian and the South African Courier as
the same. M. Lichtenstein alsdappears.to have fallen
into this latter error®, his Coromandelicus beifig the
South African species (which he probably collected
on his travels in that refion), and not the Indian,
which is much larger and more hrightly coloured.

C This latér species (our 7' orientalis) will*be found
descrihed in another placet, while that which seems
peculiar to Southern Africa (our T. Capensiz) will
in all probability be jllustrated by Dr. Smith, who

' has brought home fine specimtns Trom that region.

" Besides these are two others, likewise found in the

™ ;| African continent, so that the species already de-

v A termined will stand thus,®~ .

Tachydromus Exropas, Earope.

| e Qrientaliz, m0b. India.

¢ ——— Capeneis, do, South Africd.

Drurchelli, do, Class, of Bird3, ii.
Seiegalenss, Lich., Western Africa?
bicinctus, Temm., Man, il 815, South Africa.
dalepterns, do. PL Col. 298,

The latter is an aberrant &pecies, connecting this
group in the most perfect manner with that of
Glareola, while the Pluvian du Senegal of the PL
Enl. 918, is the type of our sub-genus Ammoptila.
It still remains questionable whetlier there is not a
second species found in India, independent of our
Orientalis, and obscurely intimated by Wagler under

®  the name of Cursor framatus ; while Dr. Latham's

* Berlin Catalogue of Duplicates.  + Classif, of Birds.

Py
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descriptions of his C. 4siaticus, var. A, found in
Persia, and of his Collared Courier®; cannot be re-
conciled with any of the above.

The short specific character of this species already
given, will, with the following additions, sufficiently
discriminate it. The front and all the upper part
of the head is uniform rufous; there is a broad
band of the same, but rather brighter across the
middle of the body, which blends into the fawn-
colour of the breast, throat, and upper part.of the
plumage ; the rufous of the body ends in a deep

black, central, and rather lengthened spot; the,

belly, flanks, and under tail-covers are pure white ;

the greater quills aré deep black, the lesser rather

browner, the six last, being obliquely tipt with
white ;- the chin and lorés are white; there is a
double nuchal collar, the upper is of white but the
lower is of black, under the eyes, and in some spe-
cimens there seems to be a narrow line of black
hordering the upper part of th& white band ; the tail
is even, the two middle feathers of the same colour
as the back, and without any spo®s whate¥er; the
rest have a spot of white at the tip, with a black
band before it; the outermost feather alone has the
oliter web entirely white, with the black spot almost
obsolelc. e

Total length about 7} inches; bill, from the
front, 14 ; gape, 1;. wings, 51 tail, base, 2; tarsus,
1§ ; middle toe and claw, ¢ ; naked space above
the tarsus, 5.

* General History of Birds, ix, 354,

;‘
1




VIOLET;WINGED COURIER.
Tachydromus chuloopterns, SwAINS.

Light brovm above ; fron, throat, rump, and body beneatl,
white 3 quills black, tipt with shining violet ; breast pale
browr, with a black band.

Cursorius ehaleopterus, 1. Cul. 998, Cursor chalcopterns,
LAY S)ﬂ‘_An'mn, No. 5. .

Tuis'is the largest and the most remarkable species
of Courier yet discovered; it connects this group
with Glareola, and is disthguished at first sight by
the peculiarity of its wings. "The quills are deep
black, but each of them are tipt, for about balf an
inch, with o rich metallic violet, changing either to
purple or lilac accoxling to the dmrection of the
light ; these spots are margined behind by a narrow
line of greenish gopper-colour, which also extends
to the edge of the lesser quill. When the wings-
are closed, these spots are brought together o as to
form a shining band, giving ty the bird"an appcar-
ance 1o less novel than beautiful. | It seems v e °
a very rare species even in Senegal, for we have
never been able to procure more than one specimen
for our museun ; this we shall now deseribe.
The_general size is equal to that of the golden
plover, but from the length of the legs, the bird
VOL. V1iL - EE-
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stands, to the back, e:fht inches and a half high.
The upper plumaée is drab-brown, the under, from

* the breast, is pure white ; the front of the head, as

far as the eyps, is citam-colour; the ears are drab,
stripeds with blackish, and thege is a pale brown
maxillary stripe on each side the lower mandible.
The chin and half way dbwn the throat is white,
which colour extends a good way reund the sides
of the nec’t and ascends in a stripe behind the ear-
feathers ; the lower part of the neck and breast is

" delicate drab-brown, pale at first, and gradually

deepening till the colour is termipated by a black
band, which matks the commencement of the white
on the body and all*the remaining under pluinage.
The sides of the botiy, under the wings, are light
buff-yzllow. The wings are as long as the tail, the

quills black, as before-mentioned, but the base of °

nearly all are more or less white ; upper tail-covers
pure white. ,ﬂl‘ml even, rather shorter than the
wings, the two middle feathers brown and un-
spotted, the lateral ones black, with broad white
tips. Bill strong, compressed aj the tigg gonys
rangulated, colour black; the base yellow, the legs
red. The middle claw -1Ithough dilated is not
serrated, and the inper toe is shortest.

Total lang'kh, about 10 inches; hill, from the
gape, 17 ; wirgs, 74 ; tarsus, 3, ; naked part of
the thighs, 1,4 ; middle toe and claw, 1.
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BLACK-ZONED PLOVER. & v

Charadriss :o;utm, SwaINs, .

-

PLATE XXV. o"

Neck and breast surroundgd with a black collar or zone,
margined alwove by another of white ; front white ; a black
~ deep spot on the Zrown<ncircled with white. .
o

We cannot discover any dcscrii;tion among the true
Plovers which is perfectly applicable to this species.

* It comes nearest to the C.’Phillippcn:ia of axthors,

but indépendent of that being a native of India, the
colours on the head appear differently disposed.

The colour of this pretty little Plover, like most
others of the genus, is of a drab or grey-brotvn above
and white beneath. The head, however, is singu-
larly varfed with Mlack and white. In the first place,
there is a very narrow bldck band in front, passing
from eye to eye, and situated close to the base of

-

the bill ; above this is another®twice as broad and .

pure white, which oceupies the full front of the head,
passes over the eyes, and there vrosses the middle of
the crown. The fore part of the head, behind the
white band already mentioned, is occupied by an-
other kand of black which reaches as far back as
the middle of the crown, and is there bordered be-

-
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hind by the transverse white line already mentioned ;
this black band _]oms the narrow one across the
nostrils by a black line before the eye; the hind
head, the ears, and hpe, is drab-brown. The chin
and (iivoat are white, and this -colour is continued
round the neck, so as to form a narrow collar; this
is followed by another of black, which is narrow be-
hind and broad upon the breast. Quills blackish,
the shaft ef the first only being white. Tdil nearly
even, the lateral feathers broadly tipt with white ;
behind this white is a black patch which fades into
brown and ultimately into white; the external fea-
ther is white, with a’ black spot on the inner web
only, placed nearly ih the middle. Bill black ;" legs
pale cinereous.

Total length, 6} mchcs bill, from the front, 33; »
wings, 47, as long as the tail ; tail, 4} ; tarsus, 1. <




BLACK-BODIED IAPWING.

Tanellus melasomus, SWAINS. . .
PLATE XXVL

Head abote, body beneath, and front of tfie throat and breast,
black ; sides of the neck, breast, and collar roind the veck,
white ; tail black ; the base and covers white 3 feet threc-
tood,

. Charadrins spinosys, Auctorum, Syst, Aviul, No. 10.—Fluvier
;lam: du Scnegal, PL Ewl. 801, (bad)y—Edwards; pl. 280,
% 2.

As a prelimifary step to “Ihe arrangement of this
family, we propose to restrict the genus Charadrius
to those birds only: whose, wings are 0 much
pointed that the first quill is always the longest,
and from which the others gmdu’h}ly but rapidly
diminish in length athis structure we consider as
pre-eminently typical. All gther species,or forms
not possessing i we shall armange at present under
Vanellus; the sub-genera of which, however, w2
shall refrain from defining until we have discovered
their cireular succession, andggonsequeriily their true
characters. S Y
The present species, heretofore arranged in the
genus Chat'adriug, is separated from the types of that
group by having the shoulders armed with a strong
spur or spine, and by the different form of its wings ;
the fourth quill of which is as long as thie first. *
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The size is about that of our Lapwing, and the
colouring, ‘which & very peculiar, will be better
understood perhaps by the figure than by the fol-
lowing description. The whole of the top of the
head and nape are of the deepest black, the nape
having a short crest; this black is isolated by a
broad collar of white across the upper part of the
neck, and this unites with the white which spreads
over the sides only of the head, neck, and sbreast;
from the chin to the breast is a broad black stripe,
which terminates somewhat in a point. Upper
plumage drab-brown, but the upper tail-covers, as
well as the lower, are Jvhite ; quills deep black, but
the lesser ones are mare or less white at their base 3
tertials drab. Tail quite’even and black ; the base
of the feathers white ; from the breast to the belly
the colour is deep black ; but the vent, flanks, thighs,
inner wing-ccvers, and*under tail-covers, are all pure
white. The wings are about half an inch longer
than the tail, tae two outermogt feathers of which
" are slightly tipt with white ; the spur on the shoul-
der is deep black and very acute.

We question whether Edwards’ figure, pl. 47, is
of this species, as he mentions the head is glossed
with green and the body with blue, neither of which
finis ave seen in our Senegal specimens, or in others
we have received from India.

Total length about 10} inches; bill, from the front,
1; wings, 7} ; tarsus, 2.8 ; middle toe and claw,

; inner toe shortest.




8
©

. L
BROWN-BACKED PLOVER. ,“
Vanellus indrnatus, SWAINS. -

Above dask-brown ; the front with a white spot ; rymp, threat,
and breast, sooty black ; chin, under part of the body, and
the tail, white ; the latter slightly forked, and with a bread
black terminal bar.

= Arrroven we have some suspicion that this.may be
a young bird, not arrived at itg full plumage, we yet
are unacquainted with any species with which it
4 might be so armnged. Qnethe other hand, there is
'no admixture of differently coloured feathers in any
part of the plumage, and all the tints are fully and
well marked. Only one specimen, belonging to
Mr. Warwick, has yet fallen undereur inspection,
and of which the fol’rowing is the description.

In regard to general structare it agrees with the
last species, hut there is only a small horny tu:
bercle on the carpus of the wing, and the inmer
lateral toe is only very slightly shorter than the
outer, so much so, that at firft they appear to besof .
almost equal length ; the claws are unusually short, *
thick at their base, and well eurved.

Commencing with the upper plumage, there is a
conspicuous and well defined spot of pure white in
front -of the head ; all the rest of the upper pasts,
that is to say, the head, neck, back, scapuluars,

.-

-
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tertials, and wing-zoyers? are of a uniform dark or

. sepia brown, much more intense than in the gene-

.

rality of the species; \vlnlo on the yjump this colour
becomes blackish,: the greater quills are entirely of a
deep Tlack, except two or thrbe of the shortest,
which are tipt with whitg; the lesser quills are
nedrly all pure white with a little black at their
base; the tail, although obtuse, is verysalghtly forked,
and with'the covers, is pure white ; just before the
tips, however, a broad black bar crosses thescentre
pair. : ’
The. under plumage, from the «chin (which is.
white) to bevond the‘{rmst, is of a light sooty black,
deepening as it desc'znls, and then abruptly ter-
minating at its darkest part, beyond which the rest

o |

of the feathers are cptu'ely pure white ; the bill ande *

legs are deep black, and the tail does not exceed
the length of the wings.

Total lengths, 9 inches; bill, , base, 1% ; wings, 6} ;
tail, base, 3; depth of the fork, 1; tarsus, 24%;
naked spaoe above the knee, 11’5, middle toe and
claw, y%.
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STRIPE-THROATED LAPWING. <«
Vanelius strigilatus, SWwAINS,

Z PLATE XXVIL *

-

Bill with a pendent lobe ; forchead white; erown, sides of
the bead, throat, and breast, marked with Iongitudinal black
stripes ; feet four-toed.

Vanellus albicapillus, Vied,—Charfdrins albicapillas, Jue. (1)
Wagler, Spst. Av. 53.—~Vanneau®armé, du Senegal ?? FL
f;sl. 362.—Vanellus Senegaléhsls ? Shaw, Genl. Zool, xi. 2.

* L

Tirere is a peculiar gracefulness in these long-legged
plovers, which, joined to the delicate tints of their
plumage and the singular fleshy wattles which ge-
nerally ornament thdir head, renders them very in-
teresting birds. The present species has been con-
sidered, for what reason we know not, as the young
of albicapillus, a species found, we belicve, in India.
The singularity, however, of the short black stripes,
which extend round the corfines of the deep black
in front of the chin and throat,.will at once dis--
tinguish it from that and all the other species of
this numerous and intricate grbup.

General colour of the plumage isabella-brown ;
front, as far as the middle of the crown, white ; the
remainder portion of the head black, terminating in

VOL. VIIL * PP
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short stnpes of thc same gplour the lores, or space
between the bill and’ eye, is occupxcd by a naked
ekin, detached round its margin, and hanging down
as a pendent Igbe ; the colour in thd preserved spe-
cimen 3 rich ycllow ‘tinged with red or orange.
The chin and front of the throat, nearly to the breast,
is unbroken black, which tefminates round the con-
fines in short blagk stripes.. The black of the quills
15 separated, as usual in this genus, from the brown
of the covers by a broad white space. The, first,
‘second, and third quills are the longest ; the tail,
which is even, has the basal half and the tip white,
the rest occupied by asbroad black band ; the wings
are long and project 4 little beyond the tail. The
interior wing-covers and’ the under tail-covers are
white, the former pure, the latter tinged with ful-

vous. Feet clear ycllow the claws and the wing- ~

spur deep black ; inner toe shortest, hinder toe very
minute,

Total length about 12 incheg; bill, 155, ; wings,
9; tail from the base, 4 ; tarsus, 3; hinder toe mi-
nute, only %. o 4




RUFOUSTAILED WATER HEN.
¥ Gallinula p;lldm, SwaiNs.

Head, neck, brenst, and tail, bright rufous; &hé rest of the
plumage, above and beneath, black spotted with white.

Crex pulchra, Gray, Grifi: Cur. viii. 410.

Tmis very elegant species possesses all the typical

characters of the Water Hens, except in the tail,
which is particularly soft, and, in the specimen be-
fore us, seems to be boat'shaped ; whether this ap-
pearance is artificial, caused by a bad preparation of
the skin, or whether it is really natrral, cannot be at
present determined. We are dispoead, however, to
adopt the latter opirfon ; in which case tae specific
name may be advantageously-changed to Alectura,
as indieating at%once its affinity, if not its absolute
union, to the sub-genus Alecthelia. §
The colouring is very peculiar, and is sufficiently
described in the specific charsoter given above ; the _
white spots arg clear, round, and well defined, both -
on the upper and the under plumage ; but on the
rump and tail-covers they are smaller and more ob-
scure; the wing-feathers are very broad, and those
of the tail rather longer than usual; these latter,.as
just observed, are very soft and the webs loose, but

L
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their covers are not lengthened. The bill and legs
scem to have been dark-green in the living bird.

Total length about 6 inches; ¢ bill, gape, v%;
front, 1% ; wings, 34" tarsus, 1/ middle toe and
claw, i¥Y; hinder, ;% ; tail, base, 2.

»
-

YELLOW-BILLED WATER HEN.
Gallinula flavivostry, SWAlNg,

“PLATE XXVIIL. ° ;

Eatirely deep and uniform Black ; bill tright yellow ; eye-

lids and feet red.
Gallinule: flavirostra, Classif BiRls, ii. part 5, No.170.*—Rallus
niger? Lath, Gen. Hid. ix. p. 380.

To this species, which is probably one of those which
pass under the general name of Black Rail, we have
not affixed the specific name ¢f Niger, because Dr.
Latham's account is 00 vague to be applied with-
out doubt. He mentions, for instance, that the legs
are either brown or red, that the end of the bill is
brown, that the plumage in general is dusky-black,
but deepest on the head, and that the claws arve
* hooked.” As. these discrepancies with our Sene-
gal specimens leid to the suspicion that there may

* On acconnt of the bulk of the second yolume, the publishers
have omitted the fifth part, wherein was deseribod 203 new
birds referred to in the body of the work, This part, how-

ever, is to ‘appear ‘m a subsequent volume, and proot shocts
have been forwarded to our most distinguished arnithologists,
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be more black species than one, we hnve dis-
tinguished this by a separate nafe.

The whole plumage, in two specimens now be- *
fore us, is entirely and uniformiy black, without any
variation of tints either above dr below, but ths up-
per plumage is rather more glossed than the under ;
the bill is bright yellow tb the very tip, but the base
is greenish; the wings reach to the end of the tail,
the feathérs of which are broad and peculiarly soft ;
the eye-lids and the feet are very bright red, and
the claws, which are brown, are not more curved *
than in other species.

Total length, 7} inches; Lill, front, nearly 1;
wings, 47;; tarsus, 13 ; nakéd space above the
knee, 1% ; middle toe and claw, 2; hinder ditto, 5.

° O
-

GREY-CAPPED GULL. o

Lagus poigap&alm, SwAINE
PLATE XXIX.

Hend and ohin covered with a hood of light ciiereous; spa-
rious wings, with the base snd tips of the primary-quiils, ©
white 3 bill and legs crimson. >

Arrnoven this Gull belongs to the hooded division
of the genus, it differs from all we have hitherto
met with, in the peculiar lightness of the hood by
which the head and chin is enveloped ; the tint, in

©
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fact, of this part is not g0 dark as that which covers
the back and upper plumage, although the margins
of the hood are darker. The two first quills are
deep black, with a large white spot on both webs
removed about three-fourths of an inch from the
tips; at the base of the second quill is a white spot,
this becomes larger on the third and fourth, until,
in the fifth quill, it spreads and ocewpies the whole
of the outer shaft; the sixth quill is grey outside,
except near the end, where it becomes white 3, at this
part it is crossed by a band of black, leaving the
extreme tip pure white ; the 3hird, Jourth, and fifth
quills have all Whita tips, but those which follow
are without. It deserves notice that the quill# and
wing-covers beneath aré much darker than on their
upper surface ; the margins of the wings, and the

whole of the spurious quills, tail, and under plumage, *

are pure wlhite ; the middle ail-feathers are shorter
than the lateral, but they are all broad and very ob-
tuse, the wings extend near two inches beyond the
tail. In the young, or female, or in the winter
plumage, the grey hood is not cleagly defined. The
bill and feet are deep crimson.

Total length, 16 inches ; bill, from the gape, 244 ;
front, 145 wings, 12} ; tarsus, 2; hind toe and
claw; % ; middle ditto, 14 ; the hind toe is near
twice the length-of its claw

A
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CRESTED TERN. e -
Serna cmf;lu, Swains, L
> PLATE XXX. v

Large ; bin orange ; head and nape black and suberested 5
wings and tall of equal Wength, the latter catirely whites
.+ foot black ; tarses one inch long.

.
o

Tur Terns, or Sea Swallovgs, although distributed
over all temperate and tropical shores, are much
more restricted in the $eographic range of the
species than has been generally supposed. The
great similarity of their plumage, and the little at-
tention which the foreign species hgye as yet re-
ceived from modern viters, renders it impossible to
determine which have, and which have not. been
deseribed.  We ghall consequently regard the four

here enumerated as new : for they will not agree,”

in all points, with any of those enumerated in the

works we have consulted, 14 has beenr well ob-

served, that a bad deseription is worse than useless,
inasmuch as it not only prevents ‘the clear deter-
mination of he species intended by others, but em-
barrasses all succeeding investigations with doubts
and difficulties. Those we shall here notice may
possibly have been described long ago ; but if so,

o

o
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their descriptions are faulty or imperfect, and they
thus become as useless as if they never had existed. -
= The species now before us is one of the largest raﬂ
sized in this genus, aneasuring nd less than twenty »
inchess The upper plumage, hut for a very slight %
tinge of ‘grey, hardly perceptible, might be termed
as white as the under parts, the quills alone being
grey, frosted, as it were, with white ;- the bill is rich
orange, vather longer, but not so stout as that of the
gull tem. The deep black upon the head and front
* includes half the lores and the eyes, but it is inter-
rupted by a white spot on the lower eye-lid; the
feathers of the Hind<head and nape are lengthened
and pointed, 5o as t#form a nuchal crest ; the fvin
are long, and reach to fhe end of the tail : the first |
five quills are light-greypwith a frosted white ap- }, a
* pearance on their outer webs, the inner webs are
dark-grey én their inner half and white on their
outer; but the stripe of this latter colour almost
disappears on ‘the fourth and £4th quills, whose inner
shafts are almost entirely dark-grey, excepting a
narrow white edging : the remaingder quills are uni-
form whitish, except a stripe of light-grey on the
outer webs of the secondaries: the tail, which is
deeply forked, is white both above and beneath.
" The*feet are deep black, and are naked for nearly
an inch ahove the tarsus *.
i Total length, 20; bill, from the gape, 3} ; front,

of'.m}'hhlr-l('d makes tho nearest appreach to the &g:h zvlr: ¢
ppeli*( Atlas, 'pl. 13.), but the u lumage nt
desceibed as * ohenrs an);«. it '
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23 wings, 14; tail, base, 7} & depth of the fork,

34 ; tarsus, 1; hind toe and claw, % ; middle

ditto, I ; inger ditto nearly 1; outer ditto, 1y%. >
.

° L
e .

. BLACK-WINGED TERN. _

L3 P

Sterna melanoptera, SWAINS.

Bill, feet, and quills, bfick ; tail forked; longer thatt the wings,
ginercous ; the two outer feathers white, with cinereous

tips. ZEh

Taere are two or '.‘hree peculiarities in this species
which renders it more easy of discrimination than®
several of its congeners. Its sizg i§ about that of
8. kirundo ; the bill is particularly straight, so that
the commissure has no curve, and the gonys in-
clines uprards, just as mych as the culmen does
downward. Fhe whole upper parts of the head and
nape are black; a line of the same volour passes
through the eye and lores, leaving a broad white
band in front of the head, which plisses over the
eyes and terminates just beyond, them ; the whole
of the upper plumage is of a very dark cinercous,
paler, indeed, on the interscapulars, but becoming
almost black on the whole of the quill-feathers, in-
cluding the shafts: the tail is deeply forked, apd is
coloured like the back, excepting the two outer-
VOL. VHL  © GG
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feathers, which are wljite, tvith dark cinereous tips;
this latter colour extends, on the inner web, to about
one-third its length. The shafts of the quills on
their inner surface .nre: white, and the inner webs
have, on® this side a white margin. The feet are
short and deep black. ... -

Tatal length, 15 inches; bill, gape, 2.4 ; front,
115 ; wings, 10} » tail beyond, 11 ; from thg base,
7%; tarsus§ ¥, ; middle toe and claw, 1/ ; hinder
ditto, % ; inner ditto, ;. .

- . L4
o
o -
-
i SENEGAL «rEf,
.
Wlerna Senegalensis, SwWAINS.
-

Bill and fect rod werown and nape Black ; plumage above
LIE:‘:. cindmonx,o'lthc\eneau;mmuch pzﬂhv;-; chin, sides of blhu
an te ; wi ten inches,

rather longxr:tthnn the un.t'pmw ¥ .wmg' g
WeRE it not that we Posgess no less than four dis-
tinct Terns, yhich might all pass for the S. Airunds
of guthors, we should #ave been tempted to have
=udded this to the fumber ; the more so, because, at
this momefit, we have not an authentic Britich spe-
cimen of that well known species to consult. Its
description, however, as given by M. M. Temminck
ande Selby, .although in general applicable to*our
Senegal bird, is not strietly so, and we shall there-

. ..

g



SENEOAL TERN. 251

fore consider them as distinct, at least until further
information proves the contrary. In feference to
Mr. Selby’s account of the §. Airundo, we shall
merely point 04t in what respects our present bird
differs. The bill measures only 14 of an inch from
the forchead. to the tip, instead of one inch ahd a
half: there are no * long occipital feathers,” those
of our bird being in no respect lengthened. The
under plumage, instead of being pure white, with a
tinge of grey only on the breast, is only pure white
on the chin, sides of the head, and beginning of the
throat; from thence o very slight shade of pearl-
grey commences, which gmadually increases over
the breast, body, and belly, vahere it is darkest, and
where it terminates: the finder tail-covers are like
the upper, pure whife : hé wings are slightly longer
than the tail, and the colourihg of both agrees with
Mr. Selby’s deseription; but the sam® may be said
of two other species now before s, one from the
arctic regions, and,the other, as”supposed, from
India. All these have a marked difference in their
size, and, with other pccuﬂarities, create a helief
that they are specifically distinet. The bill of thisis
very slender, and more curved than in the others.

Total length, 12 inches; bill, fronts 114 ; gape,
2; wings, 10, being about % longer than the tail’;.
tarsus hardly 1% ; middle toe and clag, 1; hind
ditto, 75 ;+tail, base, 6; depth of the- tork, 2y ;
outer feather 1% longer than the others.

» < e
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SHORT-FOOTED TERN. .

Sterna brackypuas, SWAINS,

Bill and foet red; tail white, dooply forked; wings cleven
- inclhes long, und shorter than the tail ; tarsus half an<nefi.

OF this species the only specimen we-have yet seen
15 in the British Musenm, where it was pointed out
to us some years ago as a.native of Western Africa.
Its general size is that of S. melancptera, and it is
distinguished from all the other black capped species
resembling S, Airunds, by its very short tarsus,
which, from notes then made, only measures half
an inch. Not having a second specimen to examine,
we subjoin the description of tifat before alluded to.

General colour cinereous, both above and below,
but paler and nearly white on the ¢hin ; upper and
under tail-covers pure white ; tail the same, but the
outer web of the two external feathers is deep
cinereous, almost sooty black. Quills blackish ci-
‘nereous, the shafts pure white, with the inner web
half cinefous, half white; bill red; feet orange ;
tail one inch longer than the quills. :

Total length, 15 inches ; bill, from the gape, 1% ;
from the front, 144 ; wings, 11 ; tail, from the base,
8; depth of the fork, 4} ; tarsus, 3.
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_BLACK-EARED TERN. « =

Thalassites melanotiz, SWAINS. 1

o Bill red ; fect black ; plumage above cinereous’; crown and
o cars black ; nock and under parts white.

. Frox the great curvature of the bill and the strong
and lengthened feet of this Mird, we have been in-
duced to consider it th® typf of that form which
unites the Terns to the tropic birds, and in accord-
ance with this impressiofi it has been arranged, in
our Classification of Birde, under the sub-genus "
Thalassites. The form of the bill, except that the
margins are not toothed, is precisely that of Phaton,
while the connexionf this new group with Sterna
is manifestly effected by our present Sterna cristata.

Of the Thalessites now to be described, we have
only received one specimen, which, although suffi-
ciently perfect to determine its essential characters, is
obviously not an adult bird. , The uppeF part of the
head is marked only with black stripes, indicating .
that in a more advanced state of ‘plumage this part
would be editirely of that colour ; the ears, indeed, and
the space between the under eye-lid and the angle
of the mouth, hdve already become entirely black.
The white of the under plumage extends round the

o
.
’ °l
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neck, where it forms a white collar; all the rest of
the upper plumage®is of a very light pearl-grey or
cinereous; the quills are the same, glazed as it
were, over a deep blazk, which shows its full tint
on the inner webs of the five first primaries, these
feathers being entirely blackish, without the white
longitudinal stripe so generai among the other terns ;
all the shafts are white both above and below. The
tail is forked, and in this specimen is abgut two
inches and a half shorter than the wings; the
“feathers, Lowever, have obviously not reached their
full growth ; the outer pair, which seem to exhibit
the aduit colour, are of the same very light tint as
the back, but darker<owands their tips ; the otilers
are dark cinereous, mioffled with white, indicating
immaturity ; the bill is rick red, tipt with blackish,
- and the feet, which afe strong, are decp black ; the

middle claw fs much curved outwards, and that of
the hinder toe is short and very straight.

Total length,"21 inches ; bill.front, 2 ; gape, 81 ;
wings, 15}, being 2} longer than the tail ; tarsus,
14 ; bare space above the joint, 17 » middle toe and
claw, 1% ; hind ditto, 3.

.




LONG-TAILED CORMORANT., _

Curbo longiarudus, SWAISS.

PLATE XXXL . £

Bl !'CUOW. general plu black ; scapulars and middle
wing-covers light grcy, with a black terminal spot md white
« tip; tail long, * hie
Tae Cormorants, like sevesalk other natural groups
- « of plain coloured and unattractive birds, have been
‘ much neglected ; and there prabably exists twice the _
number of species, even in our museums, to what
have been described. This, which<is the only one
we have yet received from the Gambis, is very small,
and is remarkable fortts long tail of twelve feathers ;
the bill is short and yellow, but the naked temple
and orbits, fronf their appearance in the preserved
specimen, seem to have been red. The base of the
rictus and of the lower mandible is feathered, and
there are others, very short, reaching to the front of .
the nostrils. The upper part of the head and neck,
the sides, and the ears, are brown, but not glossy,
and the edges of the feathers are pale; this colour
~<3 changes between the shoulders, and becomes deep
' black as far as the tail, which is tinged with cire-
reous; the scapular-covers are of a greyish-white,

v
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having a large and_conspicuous transverse spot at
the end of cach, but the extreme margin of their
tips is white ; on the three or four last and largest
of these feathers thi black spot almost disappears ;
those of the wing-covers that are near the shoulder
are deep black, and it is only thosé in the middle
of the wing which resembles the scapulars; the
shoulders, the cuter margin of the wing, and the
quills, are‘deep unspotted glossy black, as is all the
» Test of the plumage. Tail-feathers narrow, lorg, and
much graduated, their tips ere rounded ; throat and

breast mottled with brown ; chin ard body bencath,

pure white ; the featiiers are not pointed. :
Total length, 17 lf_m;}m.t;; bill, gape, 2% ; front,

175 ; wings, 8}, reaching to the base of the tail;

tail, 6, outer-feather 3 fnches shorter; tarsus, 1:
outer toe and claw, é{,.

<
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APPENDIX TO THE PERCHERS. .

CROWNED HORNBILL,
Buceros coronatus, SHAW.

Bill red, with a slightly o’ wated keel or crest extending nearly
to the end of the calmen; plumage brownish-black ; the
body beneath and stripes round the aspe white.

Le Calao couronne, Le Vaill On'a'd‘Aﬁ 234.—Buooeros coro-
Rhll?as'hw, Gen. Zool. viii. 1, 353 Zool, Iliust, 18t serics,

Trrne may be some doubt whether. this is speci-
fically the same as the B. corondus of Southern
Africa, for although their general cast of colours
seem to agree, theré yet remains some’ difference
between the two. The Senegal bird is certainly
much larger tusn a magpie, for it measures full
eighteen inches in extreme length, while the Cape
species is said to be smaller than that bird. In
this the whole of the tail-fathers, and not mexely
the three external pair, are tipt with white, while
the under plumage of the body is strongly tinged
with fulvous; there is a dark brown line also at the
cutting edges of the mandibles. Unfortunately our
former description of the Cape species is as defecdve
as that by Le Vaillant, in regard to those nice

YoL. VL HH
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distinctions which would determine the question.
Yet as in all other respects the two birds agree, we
have thought it more advisable, for the present, to
keep them undes the salne specific namie.
In.regard to the habits of theSenegal bird we
know nothing, and the only specimen e have yet
seen belongs to Mr. Warwick. That of the Cape
of Good Hope, hewever, seems to be exceedingly
common i Some districts on the eastern ‘coast,
vhere M. Le Vaillant mentions having seen flpcks
of more than five hundred assembling along with

crows and vultures, preying on the remains of

slaughtered elephants;®at other times they are to
be found in woods, pc?phgd on high withered trees.
The female differs from the male in having no white
spots round the nape ; she deposits her eggs, which
are white, and generally four in number, in the
hollows of decayed trees.

The general colour of the upper plumage is a
peculiar glossy brownish-black#having a very slight
greenish tinge on the. quill and tail-feathers; the
tertial and secondary quills have sa very narrow
edging of light brown, but the quills are entirely

deep black ; the tail is the same, but all the feathers

are, more or less tipt with black. The head, neck,
breast, and flanks, are blackish-brown, rather lighter
than the wings, and ¢f a uniform tint, excepting a
number of whitish stripes behind thé ears and
round the nape, forming an irregular and ill defined
bard ; the edge of the carpus, middle of the body,

vent, and thighs, are fulvous-white ; “the bill ic red,

£
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the tail even, and the feet black ; the lateral toes are
equal ; the edges of the mandibles are irregularly
toothed.

Total length, 20} inches, bill, gape, 3; of the
keel, 2} ; wings,10} ; tail beyond, 5; base, 9};
tarsus, 1. '

YELLOW-CROWNED WEAVER.
Ploceus flaviceps, SWAINS.
| PLATE XXXII.

Yellow, above spotted with black ; sides of the head, cheeks,
ears, chin, black, continued in a stripe down the middle of
the throat and breast ; upper purt of tie bead pure yellow.

. Tae only specimen ™¢ have ever seen of this species
* has been obligingly commvnicated to us:by Mr.
! Warwick, whe received it with the other birds
hercin-mentioned from Senegal. It has the nearest
' affinity, in point of colouring, to the Malimbo @
gorge noire of M. Vieillot's work, Ois. Chant., pl. 45,
~ but setting aside other differences, the sides of the
" head in that are pure yellow, the black of the
chin being confined only to the front and to half-
way down the neck ; in this, however, the black
covers the earsand lores; and extends downwards,
in front, to beyond the breast.

- 3
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Although the bill is rather smaller than that of
Ploceus textor, the size of the bird altogether is
somewhat larger. The upper part of the head is
pure yellow, whith begins to have an olive tinge on |
the nape ; the feathers of the lower part of the neck,
the interscapulars, the back, and the rump, are all
blacls, with a transverse olive-yellow spot at the tip
of each; the wing-feathers are the same, but the
yellow foram; a more regular edging to the feathers,
asin P. textor. The black patch which covers the
ears, lores, and chin, suddenly contracts beyond the
latter, and forms a very slender Jine running in front ]
of the throat, and terminates just beyond the bre:!st;
all the rest of the under plumage is fine yellow;
the second quill is nearly as long as the third ; tail
short, olive-yellow; bill biack; legs strong, large,
and pale.

Tota] length, .6} inches; bill, gape, 1% ; front
nearly % ; wings, 3} ; tail beyond, 1; base, 255 ;
‘:;:ﬁﬁ, 15 » middle toe and clzwv, (% ; hinder ditto,

>
»
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BLACK-HOODED WEAVER.
Plocens cuexllatuz, SWAINS,

Fellow ; brighter beneath ; the whole of the hen% ears, and
forepart of the throat, caveloped in & black food,

e met with this species, which is quite new to us,
in the valuable collegtion of Mr. Warwick, of the
Surrey Zoological Gardens, while the mode in which
the kin is prepared leaves nq’ doubt whatever that
is a native of the Gambian territory.

Y The structure is perfectly typical, and thesize in-
‘termediate between that of P. tertor and ruficeps ;
‘the first quill is half as long as the second, which
‘again is a quarter of an inch shorter than the third.
A deep and unifors black hood, with a-brownish
gloss, envelopes the whole of the head and ears, as
far as the nape, aad forms a narrowed lappet in front
of the throat, as far as the breast; the feathers ad-
joining or around the margin of this hood, on the
upper part of the neck and ifs €ide, ar¢ bright yel-
Jow, which then immediately blends into the olive -
gellow on the back, rump, and taif ; the wings, like
the generality of these species, are dark-brown,
broadly edged with yellow on the tertials and wing-
overs ; the underplumage is entirely of a fine um-
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Total length nearly 6 inches; bill, gape, }3 !
front, 5 ; wings, 2% ; tail beyond, 1} ; base, 21

" tarsus, % ; hind toe and claw, ;j; middle ditte
1’5' it y - P

»

“

" RUFOUS CROWNED WEAVER.

Ploceus ruficeps? SWAINS,

Yellow, brighter beneatly ; crown of the head and fore po
of the throat rufous ; qhiq,enu,md fromtal line black.

For ax inspection of this new species of Wmve:’
we are indebted to Assistant Commissary-Genera!
Weir, who, 'on his return from the Gambia, obli
gingly sent for our examination a considerable col
lection of the birds of that cosntry.

Although very small in comparison with the
other species of true Ploceus, its whole structure ang
cast of colours places it close to Ploceus textor and
the other two new species here described.

General ‘plumage deep and full yellow, tinged
with green from, the nape downwards, but bright on
the sides of the ueck and on all the under plumage.
A black patch covers the chin, the ears, and the
sides of the head, and is continued in front by
Very narrow line; in this patch the eye is situated
The fore part of the head and erown is deep mfous,

'
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which gradually changes to yellw on the nape;
there is also a slight tinge of the same rufous colour

“in the middle of, the throat, as far as the breast.
_The wing-covers “and tertials“are bleckish-brown,
broadly edged with yellow ; the quills brown, with
‘very narrow edgings of the same ; tail very short,
ghtl rounded, and light olne-yellow like the
Il‘blacl: legs pale; second qmll a quarter
an inch shorter than the third. :

Total length nearly 5 inches; bill, gape, 155 -
24 ; tail beyond, 4 base nearly 2 ; tarsus,
; middle toe end claw, y% ; hind ditto, % ; inner
rather shorter than the outer.

. B.-By naccountable cmnight, the artist who
Jesign of the first volume, las re| rmtcd.

EDINBURGH S
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