Jacquinia: Bonellia macrocarpa (Cav.) B. Stahl & Kallersjo; Family- Theophrastaceae

This plant is well-known as Jacquinia ruscifolia in earlier books and placed under the family
Theophrastaceae. Presently this is established with this new and accepted correct name this plant is
of the Primulaceae family, a small tree or a dense, thick-stemmed shrub that is native to West Indies
and Mexico. The leaves simple, pseudoverticillate, deep green with sharp spinous tips. The flower is
both beautiful and strange as there appear to be ten orange-red petals, but botanically only petals five
and five smaller ones as petaloid stamens, called staminodia are five. Although it has no known
mythology or folklore associated but has various uses in traditional medicines and as an ornamental
plant. The people of Mayan prepare traditional medicine from Bonellia macrocarpa for the treatment

of cough, sore throat, mouth sores, and toothache.
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