Bakul: Mimusops elengi L.; Family- Sapotaceae

Bakul is botanically known as Mimusops elengi L. belonging to the family Sapotaceae. It is
common throughout India and naturally growing and now grown in tropics of both

hemispheres.

The Latin “elengi” ephithet is due to elegant apperance of the plant itself. In Indian
mythology bakul is associated with the god of love, Kamadeva. It has fragrant small flowers
which are often offered in temples and religious rituals. This tree is mentioned in India
ancient literature as the Ramayana and the Mahabharata. In Hindu culture Bakul is associated
to Kamadeva, the god of love. In Vamane Purana it is stated that the flowers are offered for
worshipping of Lord Vishnu and the seeds to Lord Shiva. Bakul is mentioned by ancient poet
Kalidasa in “Meghadut”. The fallen flowers of Bakul can be collected from ground and
offered in worship and the flowers retain fragrance even after drying. It is used to make
garland even after drying. The fragrant flowers of Bakul symbolize the religious ceremonies
and rituals. The presence of Bakul tree near temples signifies the divine beauty and
spirituality as well as the contributing of the cultural tapestry of many communities. Many
members of Sapotaceae yield timber and Mimusops is marked as cherry mahogany and the

wood is used.
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