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80 ANIMALS IN l\Il!NAGERIES • 

• 
1ng an American hare, which was at the same time pur-
sued by a snowy owlr In its gait it resembles the 
bear, and is not fleet; buf it is very industrious, and no 
doubt feeds well, as it is generally fat. It is much ·., , 
abroac1 during winter, and its1track over the snow in a \....-4 
single night, may be often traced for many miles. Its legs ,V 
being short, its progress through fue loose snow is dif­
ficult· but when it falls the beateu track of a marten 

' I trapper, it will pursue it for a long way. Mr. Graham 
confirms this singular habit of the 'wolverine destroying 
the traps, which it certainly could never have learned 
before these .regions were inhabited by the fur traders. 

· " The wolverine11," observes Mr. Graham, in his un­
published MSS."" " are extremely mischievous, and do 
more dam-age to the small fur trade, than all the other 
rapacious animals coajointly. They will follow the 
marten Jru.nter's path round a line of traps extending 
forty,.S.fty, or si;xty miles, to come at the baits, 
and thus render the \lnserviceable. They are not 
fond of the martons themselves, but never fail of tearing 
them in or of burying them, in the snow !Jy the 
side of the path, at a considerable distance from the 
trap. Drifts of snow often conceal these repositories, thus 
made by lbe martens, from the hunter ; in which case " 
they furnish a regale to the.. hungry fox, wfi.ose saaa-
cious nostril Fdes hi.m unerfingly to the spot. 
or three fo es arl! often seen following the wolverine· 
for this p1:J.Tpose. " 0 o 

Dr. Richardson remarks, that tb.e wolverine is said 
to destroy grealtnumbers of beavero; l'.lut it must be only 
in the 'Summer, when those industrious animals are at 
work on land, that it can surprise them. •An 
to break open their houses in even iiiUpposing it '\f' t! 
possible for the ' claws of a wolverme to penetrate the ,../ '' 
thick mud walls when frozen as hard as stone would 
only have the effect of driving the betvers the· 
water, to seek for shelter in their vaults on the borders 
of the dam. The wolverine, although said to defend 

• Cited by Dr. Richordson . 
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itself with success against all othe,r quadrupeds, flies 
from the face of man. I 

The geographic rang e of this :nimal is over the whole 
northern part of America, from Labrador and Davis's 
Straits to th.e shores. of the Pacific ._ bones have even 

_found 1n Melv1lle 0Island, and It is common in Ca-
• . 

Th e total length is a little more than three feet. The 
is broad, compact ,, and suddenly rounded off, while 

lll the shape of its jaws it resembles a dog. The whole 
aspect indicates ?Teat strength, without much activity . 
The fur greatly resembles that of the black bear, being 
of a black or dark brown colour, with a"pal er band on 
each side the flanks : there are some white marks also 
on the throat and chest, which are not constant in tlieir 
shapes . The claws are strong and.sharp . • 

• • • 
Ta E B.aNDED or SOUTH A.uD11R10 AN l 1VoLVERINE. 

Gulo vi ttatus, Cltvi er. Viverra vibtata, Linn. • Grison, Bujfon. 
P etit Fruret, Azara. • 

' • 
This may be· cons idered th e :i;epresentative of the last 

sp ecies, or common wolverine, in South since 
it appears to• those lati tudes south of the equi -. 
noctial lin e. According to .Ibara, it is very common in 
Paraguay, but appears scarce in Snrinaw. .lVe cannot 
trace \vhat are the intermediate countries it• inhabits . 
In a state of nature it is said9 to be ft most f1rocious 
little animal, living," entirely upon small quadrupeds, 
birds, reptiles, &c. • • 

In coruinem ent it preserves its sanguinary disposition, 
if nit well supplied with food; but it yet appears ca­
Pabl e of a ce'hain derrree of and even of 

.. · 1ocility. M. F . .Cin:ier gives ilie foll?wing acco:int of 
J 'one which was livin a in the Pans menagerie:-. ... 0 

;, " Alt!.!s>ugh it was so far tamed as to be fond of_ play, 
' it did not appear to recogn ise any person in . particular. 

lt seeme d to derive "Teat pleasure from berng stroke« 
down the back . invitt:.d to play, it would turn 
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G.ARGANY DUO J,E: 

<lwelling, within a temperature abo1 e the freezing point. 
gargany seems to be abunda a·• in Holland; and it 

m1g·ht, therefore, be imported in sufficient numbers to 
guard against such casualties. 

This species is no less delicate in "ts shape than in its 
constitution; for it is q\l,ite unknown in the northern 
regions, while on the warm shores of the l\Iediterranea..:.. 
it is by no means uncommon: we fA!quently met with 
it on the Faro lakes, or rather marshes, near Messina; 
and also on those of Leontini and Syracuse. In Britain, 
it is so rare as to be considered only an occasional 
visiter; and, even then, seems only to be found in Norfolk 
and the warmer counties; for we are unacquain eel 
any authenticated instance of its having been found in 
the North of En.,.land, far les. in the Orkney Islands, as 
some writers ha:'e intimated. In i food and manners 
it seems to resemble the common teal; feeding, as it is 
alleged, upon larva, slugs, and insects • , as well as upon 
the seeds of different aquatic plants, which it sifts in the 
usual manner. Jt .breeds only in temperate climat es; 
building its nest among thick plants and shrubs, in low 
and damp meadows or marshes: the eggs are about ten 
or a dozen, and of a yellowish green colour. 

The gargany is s d to be widely spread over the 
northern parts of Asia, s far as the frigid of 

but this we do not believe; for, certainly, 
if it could endure such a climate, it w d have been 
found also in the North of England and evM in 
land. \Ve are confirmed in its bein"' an extra-arctic 

by the localities mentioned by 
0

Temr=::;,ck, 
considers it as spreading only to the central P.ru­

vmc s of Europe. nor is it known in North America. 
\Ve .rather think ;hat the common teal, or some other 
species, has been mistaken for this, by such persons as 
have given it a northern hubitation. 

The plumage of the male is as follows :-Crown ?f 
the head blackish ; which colour is deeper on the chm 

* fact, seems to I.Jc dispro\·ed by the foregoing 
ob.)crvntwns 01 Fre:;ch. • 
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