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their peculiarities 1n such a sta

Tus subject to which this volunie is de -
ing to the original plan, is oné in which little of novelty
can be expected. The inetitution of Zoological Gardens,
for the. reception and exhibition of living animals, ‘has

given birth to several popular gecounts, under the same

title as this, in which the objects usually seén in such’
collections have been fepeatedly described, and anecdotes

* of their habits and manflers in a state of nature intro-

duced. The same plan will be here pursued ; for the
scientific naturalist, who has not had a Jiving specimen
under his cye’ can only speak of its manners from the
accounts of others. 54

The best accouht of animals in menageries, 0 far as
te are concerned, would
come from the keepers d\_‘emsel\'cs‘_if such persons were
as ekilful in writing upon, as they are in“managing, their
For, nfter all, wirat can @ systematic naturalist
or a field observer do on a subject of this kind, but- take
for granted what h= hears from others? He is almost
debarred from the power of giving original obscrvations,

ynless upoa such native animals as he is’acqtminted
with.  Plead-men tell no tales;” and so isit with confined

beasts, I he has merely to describe s preserved animal,

he may find something new, oF something requiring

iilustration, in its structure or its colour ; and if he

serites with nature before him, his account is original ;

put, when he comes t¢ touch upon its manners and
; B

charges.
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habits, he
to others: he is whsolutely shy m

sourees of information ; and he is, necessity, often
obliged to avail himself of resources used by others ou
similar occasions. Nevertheless, if he judiciously select
from the best authorities; ject those which he con-
siders questionable, h2 at t may do some good, by
discounténancing what his not the appearance of tmdg
and thus purifying animal biography from some of i

numerous errors. ~Besides, the streafil of discovery is -

constantly bringing within our reach @orsels of truth and
of veracious anecdote, which requirefilding to the general

stock of knowledgz; and these will sometimes so alter -

the former history of an animal ®, as to give it an en-
tirdy new character. p :
The scientific ornithologist will, we hope, be satisfied
“by the description of more than two hundred new or
little knewn birds contained in thie Third Part; being
that portion of our ornithological labours which want
of space obliged ue tv omit in a former volume, and o
which, in fact,"it should be viewed as an Appendixe
Such a considrrable number of quadrupeds have bten,
at different times, imported into England, and exhibited
in menageries, that it became absoliitely necessary to
make a selection. We have, therefore, omitted the ele-

phant, the rhinoceros, the oran-outang, and a few ™

others of the hest known ; sincé their histories have been
so often reneated, that they must be in the hands of
almort every one.  This has given us more space for the
introduction of others, whose natural history has been
ilustrated by the observations of recent travellers,

-
.

Trie Diana Moskey. N

Cercopithecus Diana, Geoff: Simin Diana, Linn.  La Diaye, '

Auwdub, Palatine Monkey, Pennant. (Fig, 1)

The Diana monkey derives its name from its froytal *

crescent-shaped band, as reseinbling that omament
« As In the case of the glutton, Galo Ixscus, -
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) .  MONA MONKEY, b % <! 8
L’ o =B f Jodas «
' - _ which poets @nd mytholo-
gists assign to the goddess
b of llunsing. It is one of the
most gentle and graceful
B i monkeys usually seen in
daménageries. Of its habits
in a sfate of nature we know
N ndthing. A living specimen,
ST A +  in the Zoological Gardens,
A t L is descrived as < moderately
7 ~ _ playfual, and quite familiar.”” It is a native of Western
Africa, and is stated, by Maregrave, and the older na-
“turalists, to inhabit the foress of Coago and Guinea.
In size, the Diane monkey is about eighteen inches

: in length, without reckoning the tail, which is very
& long, and measures nearly two feet. Its colouring is
peculiarly varied -and graceful : the head, heck, sides;
and middle of the bod§ benegth, are of a dark ash-colour,
«ywhich becomes graduall§ darker on the outgide of the
ligabs and tail, and is finally convértad into a deep hlack
* . at the extremities, ‘Bhe face and eafs are intensely
black. Besidés the white frontal band defore alluded to,
there are broad bushy tufts of white hairs on, the sides of
the face and on fhe chin, which is thus ornamented by
a flat “beard, two or tliree inches long : the chest and
inside of the,arms is covered by well defined patch of

white, and another, of a light orange; i§ gn the belly.*

. L5

[

“Tus Mo.\fA MoNKEY-

= -
('-cr:opithccus Ména, Geaff., Griff. Cwe. i 268, Zool. Gard.
il 87.

-

o

,.5. There i; a general resemblance between this and the

iana monkey ; but the Mona is still more beautiful i.n
its colours, and more elegant in its form. It appears, 1n
. short, to exhibit a superiority of sagacity, of penetration,
. and of gentleness, far above any other species of its
tribe, It seems to be & native more of Northern than
of Tropical Africa. We owe to AL F. Cuvier the fol-

* Zool, Gard. ii. ¥5. gk +

B 2
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Iowing interesting account of aft individual which was
long®a favourite at the Parj

s menagerie: — Upon his
first arrival he was.ex&enfely young ; and his gentle-
ness, and total want of malice and petulance, insured :
him the free range of th

€ apartment.,  Age did not %
alter his excellent disp&sitign ; ang, as he increased in

size and strength, h#s address and agility became un-
peralleled.  Yet all his *motions were gentle,- and his
actions gircumspect: he was persevering in his wants
and wishes, but never violent in the attempt to enforce
them. When, after considemble.solidimﬁon, his requests

were still refused, he Would go off in a gambol, and find
entertainment in some néw object. He had no idea of
property, but took every thing that pleased him, even
such articles as had p. viously caused his punishment ;
and he executed his thefts with dext

erity and silence,
“He would* open locks whemin. the key had been left, m
untie know, open the links of a cthin, and search pockets |
with so rthuch address that Jou did not feel his hand»

there, although constious he was in t
The examinatidn, indeed

;b ‘
when tranqilil, and not engaged, he rectived caresses wi‘tll: ¢
pleasure. When tempted to play, he signified his assent
by many graceful motions: he would throy himself iyt
all possible attifutlesite gently, press himself against
the person, and accompany all these ligye
a soft and gentle cry, which appeared to be his, ex.- l
pression of joy. He never made grimaces but, on {he i

contrary,® his countenance , and fre.
quently serious. o

But monkeys, like other animals, vary in thei > o
and a specimen of the Mona, keptrig thuﬂz";z;: per;
Gardens, occasionally exlibits o temper g capﬁgl ol
and as savage # is possessed by almost any of the grip. »

The colouring of the Mona is Particular]y y,, '.be'
The hair is of a brilliant goldes green ; “'lli)le

* and sides'are of a rich MArToun, variegateg with black :
ack :
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RED MONKEY.. 5
5 o . :
thé outer portions of the limbs and tail are of a delicate
slate-coloured grey ; while the neck, chest, belly, and
the internal facing of the fimbs, are pure and ghining
white. The cheeks gre thickly tufted with straw-co-
loured hairs ; above the eyebrows is a transverse black
band, extending on each jgidé” as far as the ears, and
surmounted by a crescent-shaped stripe of grey: the
ears and hands are of a livid flesh-colour., .

~Tuae Rkp or Parras Moxxey.

Cercopithecus ruber, Geoff. Simia rubra, Linn. Le Patras,
Buff. Red Monkey, Pennant, ?bol.‘_GarrL ,ui 137.

The delicate red colour which preflominates over the
upper parts of this monkey, renders it of easy cognis-
ance. It is also one of those frequently seen in col-
lections, and it is particularly gommon in the forests of
Senegal. In confinement, it is described as vicious, vin-
dictive, and full of milchief, evincing little orrfo attach-
ment even to the hand fhat feeds it. Bruce gives an
interesting description of their ifianhers in a state of
natfire.  They descended in troops from the tops of
the trees to the extremities of the branches, earnestly
noticing, and apparently much amused by, the boats, as
they passed along the river. They then began to take
courage, and pelt at the ‘passengers with pieces of wood,
&c. ; thus provoking a most ung ual combat. When
fired upon, they uttered the mos frightful cries; and
although many €211, the supyivors ppeared by no means
willing to relinquish the contest: on the coptrary,
they redoubled their efforts: some flung stones at their
adversaries; while others collected excremeiits for @
similar purpose ; all, in"short, displayed a determination
of spirit-whith must at all times render them formidable
to opponents of weaker powers than”those of men.

The general colour or tint of the upper parts of the
body is reddish fawn-colour, while thdse beneath and
on the inmer surface of the limbs is dull whitish :
above the eyes there 16 a black band, which i some-
times margined above by another of white.

B 3
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P Tus Commony GrEen Moxkey. .

Cercopithecus Sabmus, Gegfffe Simin Sabma, Zinn.  Singe
vert, Briss.  Callitricke, Buffon, Zool. Gard. x. S03.
This is one of the most comfnon monkeys seen in

menageries and shows ; et so deficient are we in animal

biographies, that the celebrated Adanson is the only
writer who gives any accBunt of its natural habits. This

enterprising traveller found the green monkey in im-

mense numbers in the forests of Senegal: they remain

on the trees in large troops ; and preserve the most pro-
found silenge, even when they are wounded. Totally
unconscious of beisg surrsunded by these, mischicvous
little animals, the first intimation that our traveller had
of their presence was, by being pelted with dead
branches of trees, which they flung upon him from

‘above on every side; not were they to be intimidated

by the discharge of his gun? dhey returned ‘to the

attack, and twenty-three We

hour. M. F. Cuvigrsspeaks of one which was at the

Paris menageri¢, as remarkably beautiful and gentle. . Tt

was fond of being caressed by.those whom it'knew, ‘and

seldom evinced any desire to hurt. When contented,
its satisfactilin was expressed by a peaitiiar gentle grunt.

"The size of the Callitrix, oregreen monkey, stems to
vary. One writer describes it as from sixteen to eighteen
inches long ; arfosher;*from tftenty-one to twenty-two
inches ; both measuraments excluding the tail, which is

much longer. The upper parts of the bf)dy are of g

greenish yellow, resulting from a compfhmon of ychow

and black rings upon the hair, in which, hqwever, the
yellow predominates: the external facing of the limbg is
more greyish : the tail ends in a parcel of long yellow
hairs : the lower parts of the body,' limbs, &ec. are grey-
ish: and the face, ears, and skin of the hands gre
black : in gome, the neck and chest are white. ,

La

ve killed in less than an

Tar

™
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DOG-TAILED BABOON. * 7

Toe V:uutwa or Lsser Waire-yosen Moskey. ©
Cgrcopit{lccus petaurista, Geoff., Zool. Gard. vi. 137,

This very elegant little seciés ig seldom seen in our
menageries. Two, however, have been at different
times in the possession of the Zoological Society, and
have been thus described.: The Blane Nez, or white-
nosed monkey, is one of the smallest, and at the same
time one of the most curiously marked, among its own
tribe. It may always be recognised at the first glance
by the white patch which occupies the extremity of its
nose, and which occurs only in one other species, the
C. nictitans, or white-nosed moiikey of Pennant. In
manners and disposition it i§ lively, active, and gene-
rally good tempered: it was, however, by no means
familiar, and appeared to be particularly anxious to
conceal its face; crying out and kicking with all its
might, when handled for the purpose of inspection. It
is a native of Guined and seems to be peculiarly sus-
ceptible of cold ; seldom ‘hearing, for any length of time,
the rigour of a European climate? »

. Tuar Doe-raiLen Basgoy.

Cercoeebus eynosurus, Geoff. Malbroue, Buffon, xiv. Daﬁ-
faced Baboon, Staw, i. 82. Awdub, Hist. 4. §2. £. 5, Mal-
brouck, Gn:ﬂ; Cue. 1. 266. )

This animal, called by the French the Malbrouck; is
sometimes seen in our mienagerie#® althvugh neither his
appearance nog, disposition place, him ‘in ”compeu'lion
with the more elegant and docile species of this family.
The length of”the hinder limbs evinces the peculiar
adaption of his structure for climbing and living among
trees : thig disproportion of hands and feet, while it
renders his progress upon the ground slow and awkward,
i8 no impediment in climbing, but imparts, on the con-
trary, a wonderful degree of agility in leaping from
branch to branch, and from tree to tree. In a state of
nature, these animals congregate in large troops, and live
in the thick virgin fornsts of Tropical Asia. They are
said to annoy the traveller both by the petularice of their

B 4 '
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miotions, and tlu- incessant iteratn of their cries ; while
their® amazing agility is well calculated to excite his
wonder. This celerity «f fotion is even tonspicuous
under confinement : th&y are said, even then, to shoot
forward with such sustained vigolr, as to make several
turnings in their courseas if flying, sustained in “the
air only by the impudse which they mayfreceive from
striking the walls of their®age. This assertion, however,
may be reasonibly doubted. When in captivity, their
voice is seldom heard, and then only in a dull feeble
sort of grunt. When young, they are gocilc, particularly
the females; but jn #dult age they become excessively
malicious : this exireme irritability prevents the species
from ever being completely tamed : gentleness fails, and,
if treated with violence or unkindness, he becomes
melancholy and soon diés. The extraordinary dexterity
of this species is shown fh the use of their hands. If
# man, by any accident, loses hik thumb, we see that the
main power of the hand is fofe ; yet, notyithstanding
the extreme shortngsseof this member in the Malbrouc,
it can seize, bettveen the thumb and the fore-finger, the

&4

smallest object wigh the most wonderful facility. In eat- . -

ing fruits or roots, these monkeys pull them with their
teeth, and sufell every article of food befdre it is devoured ;
in drinking, they suck: their sanses, in all respefts, are
extremely good, without being remarkably delicate, and
they are evidentl gift&d with gréat powers of sight.

The colour of the upper parts of the Malbrouc is olive
brown ; and of the under, including the throat, C'LeS‘.-
body, and internal parts of the limbs,. ddll white : there
is also aavhitish band over the eyes. The buttocks

have very large callosities: the <ail is longer than the -

3]

body, and the cheek pouches are distinct. »
<

Tug Wmre-syeun Moxsey.

Cercacebus Athiops, Genff: Simia Ethiops, Linn, Man.
gabey, Buff, Andub. ~White-cyelid Monkey, Pennane,
Of this monkey there appeais to be two races, or

possibly {according to Geoffroy) two species. Their

%
i

i
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LION-TAILED MONKEY. 0

< - s .
‘manners and disposition, however, are confessedly so
much alike, that one description is applicable to both.
They are more docile arid fess gnischievous than the

\
common green monkey ; but like them are constantly
in motion, and assuming strange grotesque attitudes.
M. F. Cuvier remarks, thaf, from the wonderful vi-

“vacity of their motions, an Observer would almost

imagine that their limbs wére stronger, and furniched
with more joints, than those of ordinary monkeys. The
females, as-isgenerally the case, are more docile and gentle
than the males. They. have asingular mode of expressing
their feelings, by raising their lips, and showing their
teeth ; and they exhibit arother peculiarity in always
carrying their tails completely reversed — that is,in nearly
a parallel line with the back. Both these races occur inthe
same regions, and appear confined to T'ropical Africa.

« The colours of the two races generally called by tHis
name, are very simfar. In that called by M. Geoffroy
the Smoke-coloured Ménkey (C. Juliginosus), the pre-
valent tint is grey slate-brown, ‘without any spot on the
head or neck, while the other has the Tur of a vinaceous
brown, which becomes red on the crown of the head :
there is also a white band between the eyes, which is
continued to eath side of the back of the neck. In both,
however, the upper eyelid is white. To this latter, the
original name of ZEthiops is more strictly applied.

Lae Lion-ranep" MoNgeyve
Cércocebus Silenus, IMiger. Simia Silenus, Linn. ~ Occan-
derou, Buff. Tapio Silenus, Geoff. Lion-tailed Baboon,

Pennans, =
The tufted tail of this animal, by some called a
monkéy, and by others a baboon, has procured it the
trivial name of Lion-tailed ; and perhaps to the same
cause, as well as to the malicious character assigned to
the species by Buffon, we may attribute its more classie
name of Satyrus. The species is mentioned by many
of the old travellers ; and although not very -ommon
in our menageries, it is sometimes brought alive to
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Europe. Tt appears to inhabit the forests of Ceylon?
but of its matural habits we are altogether ignofant.
In captivity, it has been ducﬁbgd as a most vicious and
malignant animal; and such was the character of two
individuals mentioned by Buffon : yet another, formerly
at Exeter Change, seems t& have been much the reverse,
and not to have possessed any bad qualities; while a
fourth, observed by Mr. Griffiths in. Wombwell's col-
lection, ‘““was so far gentle and sociable, as not to be
confined within a cage, but merely fastened by a light
chairi of some length. In this situation, had the
animal been so disposell, it might have found oppor-
tunities of gratifying those malicious and savage inclin-
ations which have been attributed to the whole race.
The same writer very justly observes,  that it is at all >
times difficult to discover the real character of a species, p
from a few' individuals, Their dispositions undergo \'k»
changes, equally great with their Persons, at different 3
periods of their existence ; so that both the personal
and moral character cof* an animal may be widely dif-
ferent, and equaliy true, when taken during the young,
adolescent, or aged.period of its life.” ? ¥

M. F. Cuyier describes a female, as then living in
the Paris menagerie. The length of thé*body was about -
eighteen French inches; that of the tail, ten, The Srhole
animal was of a very fine deep black, exceptipg the belly
breast, and a circle or Faff of lorfig hairs round the head’
all which parfs were white : the face and hands were algg
black ; but the callosities on the buttog

ks were redd;
This is probably the Full-bottom Monk ey°of Dr. Sh‘:lv?.,.

e

Tar Exrennvs Moskey,
o
Semnopithecus entellus, Cue., Zool. Gard, i, 82, °

Livin imens of this monkey are rare] .
the men%g:f')ii:;1 of Europe, and cvenypreamed { l::: in é\
seldom to be met with in our museums, Designed"e
nature to inhabit the hottest regions of Tropica] | by
it is peculiarly suceptible of a lowdy temperatyre . n_dm,
it is related that one, in the possession of he Cﬂ;b::::i
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fraveller Thunberg, ‘died from cold in the tempe;ate
latitudes of Southern Africa. The specimens both of
the Paris and Zoological “mehageries did not, in fact,
long survive their grrival in Europe. Thunberg, who
had an opportunity of seeing these animals on the island
of Ceylon,says that theyare b no means uncommon, and
that the natives have such a supérstitious feeling towards
them, that they are treated’ with respect: tame indi-
viduals are seen in the houses ; and these are often visited
by their wilder brethren of the woods. The latter, it is
true, are scared away by the natives, but never de-
stroyed. “* Emboldened by this impunity, the monkeys
come down from the woods in lirge herds, and take
Jpossession of the produce of the husbandman’s toil with
as little ceremony as though it had been collected for
their use : with a degree of faste that does them credit,
they prefer the cultivated fruits of the orchard to the
wild ones of their” native foreste, Figs; cocoa-nuts,
apples,-pears, and cven“cagbages and potatoes (yams?),
form their favourite food. The nambers in which they
assemble render it impossible for the sufferer to drive
them away, without some more effectual means than be
is willing to employ. He is thus compelled to remain
a quiet spectatdr of the devastation, and to submit with-
out repining to his fate.” The scientific history of this
species is amply illustrated in the work which has fur-
nished the above extract. W& must Jikewise notice a
very remarkakle circums:ance coanected with the change
of form which this monkey and several of its congeners
undergoes in the-shape of the cranium, or skull, between
the perind of early youth and matured age,” since it il-
.. lustrates the truth of“one of the primary axioms of the
phrennlogists. “In the early stages of their growth,”
observes Mr. Bennett, ‘ the fofehead is broad and
elevated, the cavity of the cranium prpl"’“i""my large,
and the muzzle but slightly prominent 3 but as they
advance in age, the forehead gradually diminishes in
size, contracting in & remarkable degree the dimensions
of the cavity within, and the muzzle is prolonged to #
considerable extent, These changes, which are common
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to the whole tribe, but are peculoiarly striking in_the
present genus, in consequence of the prominence of their
foreheads in a young stat¢;, are accompanied by a cor-
responding change in the habits of the animals. When
taken at an early age they are readily tamed, become
playful and familiar, are dktremely agile, although ge-
nerally calm and circunispect in their motions, and learn
to perform a variety of tricks, which they execute with
no little cunning and address.  After a time, however,
their playfulness wears off ; their confidence is succeeded
by mistrust; their agility settles.down into a listless
apathy ; and instead of resorting, as before, to the re-
sources of their ingenuity for carrying any particular
point, they have recourse to the brute force which they,
have acquired in its stead. At length they become as
mischievous, and sometimes even as dangerous, as any
of those moikeys which in their young state offer no
such indications of good temper andintelligence.” *

The height of the living spécimen, formerly at the
Zoological Gardens, whién in a sitting position, exceeded
two feet; and the length of the tail, which was usually
curled in a singleccoil, measured nearly three. The
upper parts of the body in this species are uniform ashy
grey, darkest on the tail, which is throfighout of equal
thickness. The under parts are dingy yellowish white:
the arms, hands, and feet are dusky black; .the face is
also blackish : ahove tfie eye-brows is a line of long,
stiff, projecting, blackehairs:o a greyish. white beard
passes round the face, and extends upwards in front.of
the ears, which are long and promirent, and black ;
this beard s not pendent, but protrudes forward: the
tail is tipped with a few long hair§. -

TupNecro MoNkEy.
Semnopi!hecuq Maurus, Cwe. Simia Maura, Linn, Guénon
Négre, Buff. Negro Monkey, Pennant,

The veracious Edwards was the first British natural-

ist who recorded this species as béing in the menageries

" * Zool Gard vi. oS4

¢
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of this ‘country ; and since his time it has been ocea-
sionally in the travelling collections ; while to Dr. Hors-
field we dre indebted for the only account of its na-
tural habits yet given to the public. * It is found in
abundance in the éxtensive forests of Java, where it
forms its dwellings on trees, and associates in numerous
societies : troops, consisting of more than fifty indi-
vidualg, are often found toguther ; so that, on meeting
them in the forests, it is prudent to observe them at a
distance. On the approach of man, they emit lond
screams ; and by the violent bustle and commotion ex-
cited by their movements, branches of decayed trees are
frequently detached and precipitated on the spectators
below. Their fur is so much esteemed by the natives,
that they are looked upon as beasts of the chase; in
these pursuits, which are generally ordered and attended
by the chiefs, the animals aré attacked witli cudgels and
stones, and cruelly deStroyed in great numbers. The
skins are prepared by awirfiple process, which the natives
have acquired from the Europesns ; and they conduct it
at present with great skill. It affords a fur of a jet
black colour, covered with long silky hairs, which is
usefully employed both by the natives and Europeans
in preparing ricing equipages and military decorations.
Whea young, the negro monkey feeds on tender leaves
of plants and trees ; and when adult, it has a plentiful
and varied repast in the abundatice o1 wild fruits which
are produced in its native ferests. The Javanese,
although partial to some of their native monkeys, as
domestic animals, appear to have a peculiar diali_ke to
this, which they neglect and despise: its disposition,
indeed, may have ceused this prejudice. Dr. Hors-
field obseryes, that, in confinement, it requires much
Patience to improve, in any degrez, the natural sullen.
Ness of its temper: it will remain for many months
£rave and morose ; and as it contributes nothing to the
amusement of the natives, it is rarely found in the

villages or about the Awellings. The Javanese name is
Budeng, -
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‘The colour of the fur, as alréady intimated., is of &
jet bldck above, and grey beneath; but this belongs
only to the full-grown adult® Immediately AMter birth,
the young are of a fulvdus or reddish yellow colour ;
this gradually changes to a mixed Erey, and this again
as gradually attains the deep black of the full.grown
animal. The most striking characteristic of the negro
monkey is the great lengthof the extremities: the arms
and fore-arms are particularly slender ; so that, in its
ordinary movements, the rump is considerably elevated,
1t is very doubtful, after all, if the middle-sized black
monkey of Edwards is really the same as that from
Java; but another which ke alludes to, is in all proba-
bility this species.

Tae Cnesrsur Loxe-armen Moskey.
S'cmnopithccus Pyrrhus, Horsf. Zoolqgigal Researches in Japa,

We know not whether living® examples of this more
recently discovered spacies, which inhabits the same
region and the sime forests asthe last, have yet reached
this country ; but,, as it may be transported with equal
facility, we may confidently expect it will not long re-
main a stranfer to our menageries. Dre Horsfield, who
is its first describer, states that it agrees in al] poifits of
structure with the species last noticed, bu that it is con- «
stantly and perntanertdy distinfuished by “its reddish
brown colour. ~ Its peculiaritjes, indeed, appear 1o pe
well kpown to the Javanese, who give it the distigcg
name of Zutung, in opposition to thatpf Bubeng, which
is conferred alone upon the negro, or black loy.g-armed
monkey of their forests. The elatter is mych Tmore

abundant in Java than the present, A

a great favourite of the natives, on account of it variet

and comparative beauty. Whenever ap individyy] ;
captured, the greatest care is taken in itg domesticgy: is
and it is uniformly treated with kindness and atge tion,
while the black species, or Buben, as before p ition ;
is neglécted and despised except for the an:;n :l;!\ el(l];

N which is’ maregyey ©
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flir. Several preserved specimens are contained in the

honourable East India company’s museum.
The fur, like that of tfie Qubq:g, is long, delicate,
. soft, and silky : while the colour in the latter is in-
‘T& tensely black, in this it is reddish brown, with a beauti-
. ful golden gloss on the back, fiead, tail, and extremities,
gradually changing into a pale yellowish underneath,
‘ where, however, the golden gloss is still preserved : - the
fur above is long, shaggy, and thick ; but on_the under
parts it is thin, curled, silky, and of a very delicate tex-

ture, ¥

.
Tue Brack-crestep Moxxey.

Semnopithecus melalophus, F. Cuvier.  Simia melalophus.
Raffles.  Sempai, of the Javanese.  (Fig. 2.)

This very singularly formed species was first de-
scribed by sirsStamford Raffles * as a natize of Suma-
tra, where, in the neighbourhood of Bencoolen, i is not
unfrequent. We ‘na¥e not yet heard of living specimens

5 having been brought to this country ; but our zoological
~ « importations are now so numerous that every month
iy brings’ sonfe novelty ; while; onSthe other hand, the
coldness and humidity of our climate occasion & constant
mortality, in the winter, among those animals which.
naturally inhabit the tropics. The species before us, with

a few others, is rema;.kable for the great length of ite

hinder legs, in comparison to its arms or fore legs; a

b : * Trans.of Linn, Sosiety, xiil. 245, z
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structure the very reverse of the gibbons (]Iyloi.'zllca T1LY,
or lonjz-armed apes of the Indian continent, which, as
their name implies, havethe fore legs disproportionably
longer than the hinder” What peculiarities of habit
result from this structure, in th® present animal, we
know not; forsir §tamfon=l's account is entirely confined
to the following description of its colour: —

The general form and®appearance nearly resembles
that of the Simia cristata Raffl.; but it is a little
longer, and of a very different colour; being of a bright
fawn, mixed with black; on the head, back, and
shoulders, white: the whole of the under parts are
nearly white. Thehead and face are small: the hairs

are long, diverging round the face, and form a long and .

distinct crest on the head, composed of black hairs;
while on each check there is a tuft of fawn-colonrgl

Lairs, which graduate into white: the forehead, below -

the crest, is of a light fawn-colourc the beard is scanty:
the face is naked, slightly %rinkled, and of a bluish
colour ; and the facial dine is so remarkably straight as to
be almost perpéhdicular: the palms and soles of the
feet are black ; the thumbs of the hands very small, and
the callosities large : the tail is very long and tapering,
and exceeds‘thirty inches in length: the hair is long,
soft, and silky. o >
-
The Crestep Blonkev.
Semnopithecos cristatus,” Siw. Simia cristata, Raffles, Linn.
Tr. ¥iii. Semnopithecus comatus? F. Cuvier, Mam., Des-
marest. o

This i€ another very remarkable monkey drom Su-

matra, also deseribed by sir Stamford Raffles.« It seems

to be the same as theSemnopithecus comatug of the two
French collectors, M. Diard and Duvaucel : these
gentlemen were employed by our illustrious countrymen
as his assistants ; but, availing themselves, most impro-
perly, of this patronage, they endeavoured, in many
instances, to anticipate the discdVeries of sir Stamford,
« by sending to Europe descriptions and specimens of new

’

R
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anfmals fitht discovered’ by their patron. Whether this
Wwas d°'_‘e, however, in the present instance, is spmewhat
uncertain ; but the general Yact’ is unquestionable, and
will serve to explain why
nearly all the new quadru-
pitlsof Sumatra, discovered
by sirStamford Raffles, have
réceived different names
from his French assistants.
M. F. Cuvier, in his beau-
tiful, but not very scien-
tific, ‘wogk on quadrupeds,
has figured the S. comatus
(of which the head alone is
here copied, fig. 8.); while
the description of sir Stam-
ford’s S. eristata is nearly
X as follows :—  *7
T'he length of the bod¥ is about two feet; the tail
measuring near two and a half: whea the animal stands
on all fours, it is fourteen inches high.” The colour is
dark’grey ; the hairs being in general black with white
points. The face, fore arms, hands, feet, back, and
upper part of the Body is pale. (The same colour, in a
]'°f'59: would be called ivon-grey, or grey with black
\ points.)  The disposition of the hairs on the head is
b peculiar ; they are long, "and divefge ropnd the face,
. forming on the tqp a kind of crest :«the beard, is scanty :
face and ears naked, and nearly black: orbits lasge :
nose rather elevited between the orbits, but quite flat
at the nostrils, which are situated at some distante above
4 the upper lip, and open faterally: the head and face are
small ; the eacg large and rounded ;. the canines long ;
the neck short ; and the tail thin, tapéiring, and without
a tuft: the fore thumbs are remarkably short; and the
whole form light and slender. The youngare of a red-
dish fawn-colour; forming a singular contrast to the .
dark-coloured gyl L

.
.

¢
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This species is frequent in the forests vound Bén~

coolen, in Sumatra.
. *

Tar Bansary Apz. iy

w

.
Cercocebus Sylv:ueus,t Geoff. Simia inuus, Linn.

The only part of Eufope which comes within those
geographic limits assigned by Providence to the family
of monkeys, is the rock, or rather the mountain, of
" Gibraltar,—that south-western_extremity of the con-
tinent, which almost encroaches upon the African shore.
In the lofty and -almost inaccessible fastnesses *of thiy
mountain, the Barbary apes have lived, in perfect sc-
curity, from time immemorial. - What they subsist
upon we know not, except it may be upon the fleshy
roots of several species’ of asphodel, which constitutes ‘;?-
the prinzipal, yet scanty clothir:z of these arid rocks, 1
which are only here and“thére relieved by a stunted
olive. Small compenies of these apes are sometimes
seen perched up among the heights, or scrambling like
goats from crag to crag; yet so sagacious are they,
that we could not hear of a single instance where the
shooting parties, formed by the garrisdn officers, had ever
returned with an ape, alive or dead. It is sald by M.y ¢
F. Cuvier, that the Magot (by which name the French
distinguish thid spelies), wheén in a state of liberty, is
peculiarly active and intelligent ; that_they assemble in
nurmrerous troops, and openly attack their enemies. Their
most dangerous foes seem to be the middle-sized species
of wilG cats; who possessing, like themselves, the
faculty of climbing, often surprise them in the silence
and obecurity of night. Like others of his fgmily, the ..~
Barbary ape livesf in a state of nature, on fruits, roots, ™
and leaves ; and even when in confinement, these are
his favourite aliments, but he is easily habituated to take
other nourishment.  In losing his liberty, however, his
disposition undergoes a complete change : nor can this
be wondered at; for what is more dear to all animals

2
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than liberty 7 Alike incapable, in his gloomy prisca, of
confidence of of fear, he ewncees nothing but a desire
to be free; and this appears to be his only want. The
) 4 Ppainful state into whioh this feeling throws him, espe-
g 6 cailly when it is strongly excited by severity, soon pro-
duces a settled melarcholy, which js generally followed
by consumption and’ death. If gentleness be used, he
becomes; indeed, accustomed to his prisong but loses all
his natural activity : . he remains seated upon the ground,
his arms leaning on his knees, and his hands pendent ;
-he looks stupidly at what is*passivg round him; and,
unless when occasionally drawn from® this lethargy by
the pressing calls of nature, lie appears to pass his lite
' a sort of intermediate state between the existence of
__ animals apd plants.*® -
$&  The usual dimensions of thesBarbary ape.are those
of a middle-sized dog, measuring from two feet to two
. and a half in length. "The outer surface of the “body
®  and limbs is of a light yellowish brown, deeper on the
. head and round the cheeks: the under ‘parts are whitish;
.and the face, ears, and other naked parts are flesh-
coloured. The tail is so short as to appear more like
& tubercle; it is, in, fact, but a short skinny process.
4+ * °
Tue Brack Ave.

n

e .
(‘moeebus.niger. Geaff. -

The uniform bifick colour which .sprcuds over evgry

Part of” this species, distinguishes it at first sight from

all others of its own tribe, It is seldom geen slive in

~ Europe ; but two specimens have been recorded, of late

B Yyears, aslivingin England,—one in the Tower menagerie,

" the other in that of the Zoological Society. So little is

known of its napyra) habits, that its native region is

even uncertain, M. Desmarest, who first described it

- from a skin in the pyris Museum, was informed that it

> came from one of the iglands of the Indian Archi-
. 2

el { * Griff. Cuv,
) c2 >
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pelago ; and M. Cuvier, upon what authority is “not
mentioned, states it to, inhabit the Philippine Islands.
The expression of i(s physiognomy is described as
peculiarly cunning. That at ¢he Zoological Gardens
< gpoms to be rather vjplent in its temper, and tyran

nises not a little over the quiet grey gibbon, which is
at present confined in the same cage.”

The bodyvis covered with long woolly hair, which
becomes shorter on the limbs. Its ears are small ; and
its tail is a mere tubercle, less than an inch in length.
On the top of the bead it has a broad tuft of long
hairs, falling backwards and forming a very remarkable
crest.

Tue Masprivg, or Rispep-vose BAnoox.

Papio Mormon, Crv, Simia Mormon, Linn. Mandril, Bugfon, I l

Ribbed-nose Bnh.oon. Pennant,

The baboons, of all ﬂled‘ac:s of monkeys, are the
most hideous angd glisgusting in appearance, and the
most ferocions and malignant in disposition. The pre-
sent species, however, is more remarkable for its.extra-
ordinary form, since it is described as less savage than
many ofvits brethren. M. Cuvier says, that it is not
possible to conceive an animal more extraordinary and
more hideous. When full grown, the mandrill very
nearly attainsethe keight of man; and iteis held in much
dread by fhe natives of Guinea, where it resides in
impenetrable forests. Ifs violet-blae furrowed cheeks
immediately point it out to the most superficial observer ;
and itis one of the most common animals of the public
menageries.  The great babgon of Pennant is no other

Nearly the whole tribe of baboons inhibit the tropi
regions of Africa; two or three only being found in

than the same species in a different stage of growth, E

. the Indian Archipelago, and not one in the New World.

The manners of all these extraordinary animals, in a
state, of nature, are totally unknown; we shall not,
theefore, fill our pages with mere technical descriptions
of other species, frequently seen in shows,

o

e

y
f
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The general colour above is greyish brown, incl'inin;_:

to olive, the chin being furnished with a sharp-pointed L)
beard of a pale orange coldur ;7 the cheeks are naked,
— deeply furrowedy and _of a bright violet-blue this

o colour forms a striking contrast to the nose, which, in o
adult males, becomes of a bright scarlet, particularly
towards the end : the naked, calious patch upon the

bluttocks is also of a beautiful “violet. The tail is very
short,

N

A 3
Tae Bean-nike Howring MoNkeY.

Mycetus Ursinus, [liger. Simia Ursinf, Araguato, Humboldt,
Mycetm Ursinus, Desmarest. Stentor Slramineus, Geoffroy
St Hillaire, ~
Although the tropical forests of the New World
& are destitute of those disgusting ‘baboons which abound
'In those of Western Africa, ye? they are not without a»
I peculiar tribe of the samé family which are equally ter-
Hific, if not in appearancepatfeast in the horrid tones of
’ their voices, Hence this divisiom of the family have
: been. called the Howling apes. There ate several spe-
cies 1o which this name has been indiscriminately ap-
plied ; but that which we shall more particularly notice,
18 the Araguato of Humboldt,—an animal’ which has
been sorfletimes brought to Europe, and of whose extra-
ordinary powers of voice this celebrated traveller thus
writes: — ¢ After havinf landed®at. Cumana, in the
“ province of New Andalusip, we sgw for the first time
the %lll‘agunto, or howling monkeys, in the Jjourney
which we made“to,the mountains of Cacola and the
caverns of Guacharo. Although the convent of Caripé
5 1 situated in a valley, 4he bottom of which is elevated
% more t‘ha_,n 4000 toises above the level of the sea, and
" the neighbourhood is consequently vc;y,_oold, the sup-
l rounding forests abound in howling smonkeys, who

melancholy note is heard nearly two miles off, especially’
; P

when the weather is open.”
he economy of the howli

many i'iteresting peculiarities, an t}_ie( spelies apymar to
7 BTN E RN
G : -\% AV
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be so_ very similar in their gener;l manners to each otlier,
that we shall here condense what has been ’wriuen upon
them by travellers, ;ike" most other monkeys, they
are awkward and decrepit upop the ground ; but the
moment they begin climbing, their wonderful activity, '
and celerity becomes afiparent ; they leap with perfcct?‘
case from the loftiest’ overhanging branches of one
upon those gf another,’and hang suspended in ¥y
their tail alone, from twigs which the spectator would
imagine could scarcely sustain their weight. The
social principle in them appears to be very strong; they
live in numerous $roops, and all unite in one common
defence at the moment of danger. In those immense
and almost boundless forests, which are rarely trodden by
the foot of man, the howling monkeys are said to be so
fearless of his presencg, as to pelt the intruder with
“branches of trees. They seem to do this without anger, g
and merely to drive away an object to the sight of which
they have not been accustonfed. When hunted, and
one of their party is Svounded, the rest spring to the top-
wost branches? from which they send forth the most
piteous cries : nor is the behaviour of the wounded in-
dividual legs touching ; he puts his finger to the wound,
and looks steadily at the flowing lifé-blood, until con-
sciousness is lost in death ; even then the hunter very
frequently loses his victim ; since its prehensile tail is
generally coiled’ toufid some “branch, from which, by
its peculiar organisation, itedoes not Jposen, even after
life has quitted the body. This member, indeed, consti.
tutes a particular feature in the stractiire of the howl.
ing montkteys generally, and serves atonce ta distinguish
them from all those of the Old World : it isalways long;
but that of the Coaita howling monkey ( Afeles paniscus)
is more than two feet long, or nearly twice the length of |
the body. Its use to this, and to all the species gene-
rally, is ‘most important ; since it gives a support and se-
curity to the exertions of all the other limbs : it is con-
stantly brought into action with them, being entwined
round the object nearest to the animal ; thus acting as
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af anchor, and giving a perfect security, even if the
twigs upon which the feet are placed should give way
with the weight of the b6dy.. That part of the tail
which more especially is used as a coil is naked, and
is described as having a second covering of very delicate
skin, which forms an organ of touch as perfect and as
discriminating as the hands. Nearly the whole of the
division of howling monkeys] unlike their African bre-
thren, are easily domesticated, and, if kindly treated,
become attached and playful with those they live with.
In a state of liberty, most of the species are said to be
nocturnal ; but this, strictly spedking, may be doubted.
We were long in the habit of hearing the howling mon-
keys of Brazil, whose dreadful yells generally began
about two hours before sunset, but invariably ceased
soon after twilight. S

The general colour of this species is of a uniform yele
lowish red or goldenehéstnut. The face is thinly covered
with hair, and it hasa tiicK beard. The only authentic
fignm hitherto published is that given by Humboldt:
it represents the animal sitting on the branch of a tree,
with a banana fruit in one hand.

Tue  Manpdkn, or* Wmre-seruies HowniNe
MoNKEY.

Ateles Beelzebuth, Geoff. . Le Belzgbuth, Brisson. Couita
& ventre blane, Cuwvitr.

This is one of the most singl:]ar species among the
American monkeys. The hair on the back and top of the
head is reversed or directed forward, while that on the

‘forehead is directed on the contrary way, thus pro-
ducing_a tpp-knot upon the crown. M. Humboldt
Obscl:ved this curious animal very frequently in those
provinces bordering the great river Orinoco; and al-
though we have no certain information of any living
specimen being in now England, we doubt not that,
ere long, its singular aappearance will induce some of
our countrymen now settled in the Columbiar States,

o4
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to send it us from its native wutftry. Its disposition®*is
said to be timid and melancholy ; at times, in the ex-
cess of its fear, it is even said to bite those” who caress
it: its anger is merely expressed by closing the lips,
and uttering a guttural cry resemfling ore-0. When in
a state of ‘freedom, thisspecies frequently collects in
considerable numbers ; they are thén said to embrace
each other in a very grotesque way, and form them-
selves into an Idle party: at such times they bask and
stretch themselves in the sun, in perfect idleness; and
in so doing, assume so many strangé attitudes, that a
spectator would believe, from the suppleness of their
limbs, that the joipts were dislocated : at other times,
when exposed to the, meridian sun, they lie on their
back, fold their arms, look upwards, and in this extra-
ordinary position will rémain perfectly listless and im-
moveable for hours.

The genral size is that of the lost described; and itg
height, whenerect, is about tvodeet nine inches. The fur
on the upper parts of the body is of a deep blackish brown,
very glossy on the back and outer sides of the limbs;
while that of the belly, inner surface of the limbs, and
beneath the tail, is reddish yellow, or dirty yellowish
white, glosséll with a slight golden tingy _Its prehensile
tail is much developed. S :

Tue Honxen Monkpy.
Lebus fatvellus, Mliger. (Fig 4.)

A living specimen of this grotesque animal in the
king’s menagerie at Paris enabled M. Brisson to be-
come its first deseriber. Anotker healthy individual
was in the same collection in the year 1820, which hag
been particularly described by M. F. Cuvier. Iy
has obtained the name of Horned mounkey, not from
possessing those appendages usually denominated horns,
but from two tufts of hairs which bear that resem-
blance, and which rise immediately above the ears. The
hairs of the forchead, in fact, instead of being directed

s

<4
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backwards, as is usnal in

allanimals, rise vertically,

® asd thus forms what M.

Cuvier terms a bandeau ;

and at each extremity

drises one of the above-

: gnen‘lioned tufts of hairs,

% which are jmuch longer

than the rest. In the

season of winter, when

the fur of the animal is

longesty these tufts be-

come ‘very prominent;

but they do not appear in the young animul, until it has

Bolial Sut the canine teeth. In confinement, this species is
' @ 5tid to be mild and affectionate.

The exact size has not_been stated, but it"is rather i

above the middle-sized®monkeys. The prevalésit colour

| is a very dark brown, néarly black on the head and

limbs, and somewhat lighter on “tke shoulders; the

> cheeks are surrounded by a narrow line 6f white hairs,

which meet at the chin; the face, and all the naked

»
\ parts, are violet. X
p L
" e
)?\ Tuar Wibow MoNkzy.
‘A
o CallithrixJugens, Gegff: -

This rare and pretty little, animal has he%nocompared,
and not unaptly, to a diminutive black dog with a white
face.  Its whole volour, in fact, is of a uniform shining
g blackness, with the exception of the face, mesk, and

arms, which are dull shite; the former being sur-
f\ rounded with a narrow band of pure white. This re-
markable disposition of colour has obtained for it, from
the Creoles, the fanciful name of the Widow monkey ;
the whiteness of the face, neck, and arms being com-
pared to the veil, handkerchief, and gloves worn in
its native country by widows. It is described s par-
ticularly gentle and’ timid, except when a small Hird,

)
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its natural food, is placed in its sight ; it then becofes
animated and eager, darts at it like a rat, apd devours it
in an instant : at othel’ times it will remain motionless

for hours, attentively watching, whateyer is going on. &\

&

1t seems, however, to have a particular aversion to its
hands being touched, since they are immediately with-
drawn and hid under its belly. It evinces & great dread
of other morkeys, but not those of its own species.
Of its native history we are entirely ignorant,

The usual length of the body is not more than one
foot. The head is round, the muzzle short, and the
general expression of its physiognomy is agreeable.
The colours we hive already noticed. The nose is short
and flat, and the cars are almost naked ; the hands are
nearly white on the ontside, but black within; and the

hinder hands, or more properly the feet, are entirely "
Y

black ; the tail is also black, agd a little longer than

the bod§. 5

o

Tie Squirrer MoxkEy.

Callithrix sciurcus, Cuz. Simia sciurcus, Lian.  Carmiri,
Buffon. ‘Titi, Humboldt. Squirrel Monkey, Pennant,

The golden yellow or reddish cofour of the fur, or
probably the size and activity-of the animal, fhay have
occasioned this pretty little monkey to pe likened to a
squirrel. It Phydlognomy Has been termed infantine,
having am expression of innocence, and as sometimes
exhibiting the same rapid transition from joy to sadness,
¢ If it cannot laugh—the peculiar faculty of man-—it can
weep ; 4ince, when its fears are excited, the eyes become
suddenly suffused with tears, #ad it seems to appeal only
to the softer passions for impunity and protestion ;"¢
is, indeed, seldord to be irritated. All its movements
are yapid, light, airy, and graceful. Tt has a hahit of
steadfastly watching the mouth of a person while speak-
ing; and if it be allowed to sit on the shoulder, will
frequently touch the lips, teetll, or tongue of its master.
Like many of the small American monkeys, it is ex-
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tréinely fond of insects. During damp or cold weather,
in a state of nature, or when several are confined in a
cage, they trowd as closel{ together as possible, em-
bracing each other with their arms and tails : this latter
member, however, is not prehensile. Their great sus-
ceptibility to cold renders therfl, in fact, extremely dif-
ficult to be preserved alive ; and they are very seldom
brought to our misty islands. ® We have only once seen
a living specimen, then in the possession of a lady at
Leamington. Its hative country is on the banks of the
Orinoco. 7

o
Turee-srrirep MoNgey.
Aotus trivirgatus, Humboldt.

This ig another of the intcrgs'ting subjects first made
known to us by the researches of M. Hunfboldt, who'
describes it as one of the most remarkable monkeys of
South America. Accordifig %o the account of this well-
known traveller, its habits are ecompletely nocturnal ;
wandering about only during the niglit, and retiring
into’ hollow trees, or rather recesses, to sleep away the
day. In captivity, it generally composes itself to rest
at nine in the mdrning, and continues in that state until
seven fn the evening: if, during this period, it is
awakened, it_becomes melancholy, listless, and stupid,
and seems to have much difficulty in dpening its large
owl.like eyes. ). Humbaldt’s figure, the only authentic
one hitherto published, represents the animal dopmant.
. No sooner, however, does the setting sun bring the re-
turn of twilight, which to him is his “ opening day,”

an our little monkey*becomes all life and impetuosity ;

e theh commences his hunt, if unconfined, after small
bil:dB, insects, and probably fruitsy since he shows no
Oth_’cﬁon to the latter aliment in a state of captivity.
This carnivorons disposition may probably &ccount for
the extreme difficulty with which this species is tamed.
An individual in the possession of our traveller, and

which he kept for nearly five months, could not"be re- .

*
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conciled to captivity: it slept during the day, hiding
itself in the darkest recess it could find : it seldom played
with its master duging its waking hours, but showed
particular cleverness in capturing flies ; and if irritated, Pt
it hissed and struck with its paw like & cat, the throat &,
being at the same time itiflated. Tts voice, for g0 small

an animal, is extremely powerful : at times, it is de- i
scribed as much resembling the howl of the American
tiger or jaguar; and, at others, to be a kind of mey,
accompanied by a disagreeable guttural sound.

The hair is grey, mixed with white, and glossed
“with a silvery lustre : “the centre of the back is marked
by a brown line ;oand on the head and forehead are
three others, diverging, and of a black colour: the
chest, belly, and under surface of the limbs are yellowish
orange. The face rcéeynbles that of a cat, and ig
covered with blackish hairs: the eyes are very large, ‘}é)
and the ridges of a bright )'elﬁ)W? The tail is bushy,
and half as long again as tlfe body, which measured
nine inches a half. &

Tae Haxp-prisxine MoNKEY,

Pithecia chisopotes, Humb, Capucin ge 1'Ormogue, /b,
Pithecia chiropotes, Geoff. ©
L]

Of all the numerous monkeys of the New World,
this, in the opiniorfof HumBoldt, its firste describer,
makes the nearest approach to the human form ; not so
much. indeed, in its size, which is scarcely above the
middle standard, but in the facial anglé of its head be-
ing apparently much less than it really is, from the chin
being hid in a long and bushy beard. *° It.s a robust,
active, fierce, and untameable animal ; when irritated, it y) o
raises itself on the*hinder extremities, grinds its teeth, Q’
rubs the end of the beard violently, and darts upon the <
person who has excited its displeasure. In confinement
it is habitually melancholy ; it is never excited to gaiety,
except at the moment of receiving its favourite food :
it seldom drinks; but when it does, the operation is per-
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fofmed in & very peculiar manner ; instead of putting s
lips, like other monkeys, to the liquor, or to the vessel which
contains it, this species conveys it to the mouth in the
hollow of its hand, at the same tme inclining the head

_ upon the shoulders. ‘It is not easy, however, to witness

this singular trait of characters since the animal is un-
willing to satisfy His thirst when watched or likely to
be observed :” as connected @ith this, it has been ob-
served that it has an extreme aversion to®its beard being
wetted, In their native forests, the hand-drinking
monkeys live only in pairs The voice, which is seldom
heard, is a disagreeable grunt.  *

The colour of the body above isgreddish brown, and
the hair is long and smooth : the forehead and crown
are covered with long thick hair, directed forward, and
parted above the eyes into two fhick distinct tufts ; this
division is formed by a longitudinal line «destitute af
hair: the beard is $onl, thick, and bushy ; and the
canine teeth are of an enorinous length and size. The
tail is not 5o long as the body, bushy, and deep brown.

Tuae Brack-ueapen Monkev.
Pithecia melanocephala, Geoff:

This, like the last, ust be enumerated among the
more remarkable monkeys of the New World, from all
of whichy if is to be immediately distinguished by the
extreme shortness of the tail ; a structre which would
seeqn to make it the representative of the baboons of the
Old Continents 1t is, in fact, the only one hithetto dis-
covered in America, whose tail does not exceed three
inches in length. 1tés altogether a small species ; that
described by Humboldt measuring little more than
one foot five inches from the head to the feet; in its
adult state, however, it is described as reaching the
length of another foot. Its disposition is inactive, phleg-
matic, but very docile. It eats with avidity all sorts
of fruits, sweet or sowr: these it will seize by stretching
out both its hands at once, bending the back and body

A

.
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at the same time in a forward attitude, as represenfed
in the figure given by Humboldt,

The physiognomy has a>much more hufnan expres-
sion than that of thé gencrality of monkeys, particularly ‘
in the face, which is naked and black : its profile is not
much unlike the Ethiopizn ; the hend is oval, but flat- ¥
tened on the sides: on the eyelids, mouth, and chin
there are a few stiff' hairs} but the chin has no beard :
the ears are Jarge, and, like those of the human subject,
are naked. The fur is long, shinidg, and of a nearly
uniform yellowish brown colour over*the whole of the
body. The fingers are much lengthened ; the nails rather
flat; and the tail, nptwithstanding its shortness, is thick,
and almost naked towards its extremity.

Tue Lirree‘Srriatep Monkey, -
"

sacchus vulgrzris, Desmarest,  Simin Jacchus, Linn, Hapaley \4‘
Jac:hns, Miger., Strigted Monkey, Pennant.

This pretty little monkey, the most common of all
those which are brought from Tropical America, not
only endures the variable temperature of the European
climate, but has been known even to give birth to its
offspring uncer the careful managemen: of the Parisian .
keepers. M. F. Cuvier has given us an animatéd ang
interesting account of this circumstance, from which the
following particulars are takent— On comiing into the
world, the yours had their eyes open, and their sking
were covered” with very smooth hair, of a deep grey
colour,' but which was scarcely percepiible upon the
tail.  Thev instantly attached themselyes to the mother,
embracing her closely, and hidirg themselves in hey
fur. Prompted, however, by that most unaccoyntable © i ”y
and unnatural instine?, which the rabbit and some other & "f
animals in a state of confinement so frequently exhibit,
the mother, in the present instance, was impelled to do-
stroy one of its offspring, and she actually ate off jte
before the poor little thing -began to suck. The
two others (for there were three in the litter) took 10
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thesbreast and this acl seems to have destroyed the
monstrous and perverted feelings of the mother, as
from that mement she bestoyred upon them the natural
affection of a parent. The fathef also joined her in her
cares ; for, when the female was fatigued by carrying
‘the little ones, she would apprgach the male, sending
forth a gently plainvive cry. He seemed perfectly con-

* scious of her meaning, for he would immediately hasten
to relieve her : taking their offspring gently in his arms,
he would place them upon his belly or upon his back,
where they seemed to cling with perfect security ; and
in this manner he would carry them about until they
again wanted an infant’s food. This %as constantly re-
peated : the father, in short, seemed to take nearly all
their burthen upon himself, while the mother merely
gave them support, Unfortunately, however, this in-
teresting scene was cut short bysthe death of poth ; ori-
ginating in the mother, losing her natural supply of food.
Every attempt was made ,tos rear the Little strangers by
hand, but without success. Although, from its diminu-
tive_size, and facility of living il confinement, the
striated monkey is a favourite with many, it seems in-
capable of affection, even to the hand that feeds it.
It mistrusts all ; agnd menaces indifferently shose whom
one wonld think it well knew, and those who are
strangers, Neither do¢s it show much intelligence,
although it #8 attentive and suspigious. of every thing
which is passing. When under the influence of fear,
it strives to conceal itself, fittering®a short But piercing
cry ;" at other times it hisses. In confinement, it has
bheen stated, that these individuals exhibited but little
vivacity or” agility of m@tion, and that they use much
frecaution in ascending and descending in their cage: it
is t.henee inferred that the striated monkey is much in-
ferior, in point of activity, to the squirrel. This infer-
ence, however, is perfectively deceptive. We have
personally seen this animal in its native forests: it lives
only among the loftiest.trees, and always in societies of
six or seven, 8o rapidly do they bound from branch to

s



L .
32 ‘ANIMALS IN MENAGERIES. -

branch, and from tree to trbe, that the ::ye cannot
follow them ; they appear, in short, to fly; and when

thus scouring the forests, it is totally impdssible for the
hunter to take aimat Them with his gun, To us, their
‘movements seemed far superior*in swiftness and elas-

ticity to that of the squirrel. It is known among th ﬁ
Portuguese by the name of Sanglini. Edwards says of

one individual that belonged to a Mrs. Kinnon,

* formerly midwife to the Royal Family,” (this was in
1758,) — *“ that once, when let® loose, it suddenly
snatched a Chinese goldfish out of a basin of water,
which it killed and greedily devoured; after which she

gave him small Live eels, which frightened him at first by

their twisting round his neck, but he soon mastered and

ate them.”* :

The size is about that of our squirrel. O each side
of the head, and round the ears, is a tuft of long white ~a
hair, standing out in a remarkable manner ; the rest of
the face and head are blacks the hair of the body is
darkish brown, with deeper transverse shades ; each hair
being dusky at its root, reddish in the middle, and, tipt
with grey.  The tail is very long, bushy, and alter-
nately annulated with light ash-coloured and black
rings, Thec head is very small, and the face of a dark :
flesh colour, )

7

“

Tun Sitky Monkuy.
. Midas rosalia, Geaff. (Fig. 5.)

Tkis, perhaps, is the most beautiful. of all the little
monkeys brought from Brazil ; yet, dl(hough by no means
uncommon in its native country, it is so much affected by
the ungenial climate of Europe, and its existence is 0 ! 8
frequently terminated by the humidity and coldness of (L
our winters, even with the most scrupulous care, that it | g
seldom survives the change many months.  Its delicacy &
of constitution is extended to its habits under confine- t"-
ment, which are described as unusually neat and clean. 1 )

. AEal .

* Edwards'y Gleanings, P 218,
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Naturally gregarious, like
the striated monkey lasf de-
scribed, they cannot live
alone. The most certain
means of preserving them is
in pdirs, particularly if of
oppogite sexes. They show
a liking for milk boiled rice,
Indian corn, &c.; but prefer
ripe fruits, as more in unison
with their natural food. The
individual described by M.
F. Cuvier %s then in the
Paris managerie, would con-

@ ceal himself when in the
le-asf frightened, and express his, fears by a prolonged
hissing noise. He loved Jo receive caresses, yet never
returned them ; and alfhough, he testified somié affec-
tion for those who nttendeg him, it was always mixed
with a lurking mistrust, or more probably fear. He
would: come when called by those he knew, but avoided
and chattered in anger at all strangers. As in his
native state he preferred tops of high tregs, so in
confinement he alwflys remained at the top of his cage.

_ When descending, which was done but rarely, he al-

ways climbed down backwards: he never walked up-

right, and his tail was ﬂlways pendent.o We have.
Occasionally seen this pretty little speeies in small parties .
n thewforests of Brazil, — where their manners seenved

to resemble thoseof the striated monkey,—bounding with

Incredible rapidity from tree to tree, uttering sharp but

Wwegk cries of alarm, and® apparently dispersing at the

first appearnce of strangers.

The silky monkey scarcely measures; in total length,
two feet, of which the tail alone occupies one. The
whole of the hair is of a bright yellow colour, resembling
yellow silk, and is of 2 ver fine, soft, and long texture :
round the face it ig much{engthcned, and thus forms a
mane, not unlike that of a lion in miniature ; near the

D
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.
face this mane is of a reddish colour, but as it recedes
from the cheeks it becomes paler ; and the face itself, as
also the hands and fest, areof a dusky purple. The ears
are round and'naked ; the clays are small and sharp;
and the tail rather bushy at its extremity. The glosg
upon the fur is particdlarly rich when held in the sun.

L]
e Tare Srow-racep Lewun.

Stenops tardigradus, Miger, Lemur tfrdigradus, Linn. Loris
. tardigradus, Nycticebus tardigradus, Geoffroy. Nycticebus
Bengalensis, Desmgrest. -

o !
This is, perhaps, the best known species of the very
singular group of animals we shall now notice : it is cery.
tainly, at present, the most interesting, fromgits manners
having been detailed by several agreeable writers. From
these we" shall select that from the pen of sir William o _
Jones,eas being written with shat elegance and -taste
which distinguishes all the productions of that great ”
man. < The manmers of my little favourite,” observes
sir William, * were for the most part gentle, except in
the cold season, when his temper seemed wholly changed.
His Creator, who made him so sensible of cold, to which
he musthave been often exposed M his native forests,
probably, for this reason, gase him a thick cdht of ar.
To me he was at all times grateful ; but when 1 dis-
turbed him th whter, he %as usually indignant, and
seemed {o reproagh me gith the uneasiness he felt,
although every possible precaution to insure him warmth
was taken. He was at all times ffleased with being
stroked ; but his temper, which was usually quick, was
so irritable under the effects of cold, that he would dg‘-'l; .
become, if repeatedly disturbed, quite ficrces m’{;k /
little after sunrie until sunset he rolled himself up .
ah -hog, and slept without intermission. S0 soon.n ;
he awoke, his first occupation was licking and dre&;:' 1’;
himself like a cat; after which he took what was to I
a breakfast, consisting eithe® of bananas, mangos, or
sorlle other native fruits: milk he lapped eagerly, but
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“was .usually contented with plain water. When the sun
‘was quite set, he became amazingly active. He was
more especially fond of grasshoppers; and passed the
~~whole night, in the heat of summer, in prowling after
" them.. When one of these insects alighted within his
reach, his eyes immgpdiately kifidled with uncommon
animation, and drawing himself back to spring on it
with greater force, he seized the prey with both his
Paws, and held it in qne while he devoured it. For other
‘Purposes he would sometimes use all his paws indiffer-
_ently as hands, The posture of whigh he seemed fondest
was to cling with all his four feet to the upper wires of

his ample cage, his body being inverted : in the evening
he usually stood erect for many minutes, playing on the
wires withghis fingers, and rapidly moving his body
from side to side, as if he had fognd the utility of exer-
Cise in his unnatural state pf confinement, A little be-
fore daybreak he seem&® to sglicit my attention? and if
I' presented my finger to Rim, he licked or nibbled it
with great gentleness ; but eagerly” thok fruit when I
offeren] it, though he seldom ate much at his morning’s
repast.  When the day brought back Ais night, his eyes
lost their lustre and their strength, and he composed
himself tg profound sleep. My little friend,” concludes
sir William, * was, on tie whole, very engaging; and
When he was found lifeless, in the sampe pgsture in which
- he would naturally have :lept, I consoled smyself with
believing that heshad diedewithou® pain, anl that he
had lived with as, much pleasure as he could havesen-
“Joyed in a state of taptivity.” A living specimen in
the menagerie of the Zoological Society has furnished
same additional traits in its character. “ In its motions

it is excestively slow and languid. When on the ground

I8 posture is constrained, and nppnrer?ﬂy unnatural, and

it rather drags iteelf along than walks. On agtree, or

In mounting the bhars of its cage, it seems more at ease,

yet still moves with glow and cautious regularity; grasp-

ing a branch or 4 par lightly with one of its fore paws,

it gradually fixes the other, and then advances its hinder

» 2

f
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hands with equal slowness and precision, never quitting
its hold with the one un‘t,.il it has ascertgined the firm-
ness of its grasp with the other.,”*

size of a small cat, but it is entirely destitute of any taif

In its dimensions this curious animal is about the;

Its body is completely’ covered, except upon the face an

paws, with long, close-get, woolly hair, of an elegant pale °

brown or mouse colour : the eyes are yellowish brown,
very large, and so extremely pronmjinent, as to appear in
the living animal like perfect hemispheres ; they are sur-
rounded by well defined cireles of dark brown, which
are united above the nose, and are not unlike a pair of
spectacles ; thesé circles are connected with a band of
the same colour, which is continued along the centre of

the back. < .

o
Tue Repn, Lz:mm. \?,{;_._.

- - B
Lemur ruber, Péron and L2 Szeur, Geoffroy. Maki roux, I
& LCuvier. (Fig. 5.)

The two indefatigable naturalists, MM. Péron and
Le Sueur, who accompanied one of the French circum-
navigating expeditions, were the first to bring home a
skin of this very rare animal. Mr. Griffiths notices
another specimen formerly in* Bullock’s Museum, and a
living individual scems to bave been once at Exeter
Change, and, morc"reoem]y another has been recorded as
belonging to the Zaological Society. , It appears, there-
forc, not to be a species of unusual rarity, evendn this
country. The French menagerié seems to have had
it moré than once, and it is consequently,figured and
deseribed in the valuable wdrk of M. Fred. Cuvigr_
Notwithstanding, however, these many oppo®unities of
attentively obser\fng and recording its pccul‘iar traits of
charactgy, at least in confinement, our materials are poor
and seanty, Mr. Griffiths, alluding, perhaps, to the spe-
cimen he saw alive, observes, that it is easily tamed, and
of a gentle disposition ; but, flotwilhstandmg its great

* Zool. Gard, vi 144
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agilit¥, it is babitually melancholy and sleepy. , It passes *
the day rolled up, with its head between its legs, and
seems never to awake, exeept®at ghe call of hunger.®
_~The manvers of that now living: (1830) at the Zoo-
logical menagerie have been described, in a general
way, as similar to most other lénurs. “ In captivity
they are generally good tempered, but do not exhibit
much playfulness or intelligence ; after a time, however,
they become familiar with those who have the care of
.them, towards whom they will sometimes evince a ‘con-
siderable degree of affection. Fruits and roots form the
principal part of their nutriment; biit gressed meat, or
even raw fish, appear to be not unwelcome additions
to their vegetable diet. Notwithstanding the thickness
__of their coats, they are extremely chilly, and are very
( *;foml of basking in the sun, or coyching by the fireside.
-V In walking or leaping they usually raise thir long
bushy tails ahove the lefel df their backs ; but when at
rest, they either suffer them®o hang down, or coil them
round their bodies to retain the warmth.” 1
In size, this species measures, in total fength, more
than four feet ; but the body alone is not quite ha!f this
length. Its general colour above is bright rufous brown,
while thag beneath s deep black : the face and paws,
which are naked, and the long bushy tail, are also of a
deep black : the neck is marked above by a large oval
white patch, which, from tfie figures Published, appears
to. advance nearly,round the neck qin the shape of a
collar. » The bair of the body and of the tail is ex-
tremely long, soft,"and woolly.

<’ 5 Tur Waire-Froxten Lemur.
A’ L] >
) Lemur albifrons, Maki Angouan, Geoffyoy, Audebert,

By the observations of M. Fred. Cuvier, madeat the
French menagerie from the living animals, it appears
to us completely established, that the female of this

<

\
* Griff. Cuv, {, 525, +# Zool, Gard. vi. 148, ©
" » 3
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species differs from the male in having those parts’ deep
grey, which in the other sex is white. Like all the
other genuine lemurs, this remarkable species inhabits
the forests of Madagascar ; but nothing has yet reached.

us relative to its natural history. In speaking of th_e_) =2
female, which brought forth and suckled its young #¢ (
the Garden of Plants, M. Fred. Cuvier observes, that
the mother had been rémarkable for her gentleness and
familiarity previous to this event, for she would con-
stantly approach to receive the caresses and lick the hands

of her visiters. But after the birth of her young one,
she became suspicious, avoided observation, and even
menaced those who came near her. In proportion,
however, as her maternal cares ceased to be necessary,
this mistrust subsided, and she gradually, towards the
end of the third month, regained her former gentlenesy
and familiarity. It was curious, during the latter part o(\‘-.{ )
this time, to watch the timidity of the young one, who
now would occasionally’ dhit its mother, and move
about the cage by itself ; but the slightest noise, or the
appearance of a stranger, would prompt it immesliately
to seek the only security it knew of, and it hasténed to
take shelter, and almost hide itself, in the warm fur of
its mother. 9 >

The colour of the male (which is the Angouan of
Geoffroy), is of a grizzled brown, tinged with reddish,
becoming nedrly Llack on thie hinder part of the head.
The face and ears,are encircled by a broad white band
of _woolly hairs which meet across the forehead ; and
this white colour extends to the neck and inner sides of
the fora legs: the muzzle and paws are purplish black .
one third of the tail, towards its extremity, is also black ;
the rest resembling the colour of the body, In the
female, which seemns to be the Lemur eollaris or Maki
4’ Anjouan of Geoffroy, the sides of the face are iron
grey, and the general colour somewhat lighter.® There
appears, however, to be still some confusion on this
“

* Zool, Gard. x. 500,
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subfect, which can only be cleared up by a personak
examination of the original Parisian specimens.
» °
Tue WoorLy Lexur.

Lemur laniger, Lemur Mongooz, Linn. Mongous, Buffon.
Mongooz, Edwqrds. WoollY Macaco, Pennant.

This animal seems to have been known in our mena-
geries since the time of Edwards, who, ir his valuable
Gleanings of Natural History, printed in 1758, gives
a very good representation of a living individual ¢ then in
the house of the obliging Mrs. Kinnon, midwife to her
Royal Highness the Princess of Wales *who invited me,"”
says Edwards, < to take a drawing of it.” Authors de-
scribe it as @ very inoffensive and remarkably timid

. animal, easily tamed, but not capable of much attach-

ment. It ig, like most other l@murs, partly pocturnal,
sleeping during the greatest part of the day, rolled up into
the shape of a ball ; the tailspassing between the hind
legs, and finally round the neck. _Awkward and fecble
when walking upon the ground, these, animals, like
monkeys, seem peculiarly for.med for climbing and jump-
ing: they are said to make prodigions bounds, fre-
quently leaping tep feet from the ggound; and they will
trayers@all parts of a tree with astonishing celerity. In
their actions, likewise, they show a considerable resem-
blance to the lesser monkeys : they usa their hands to
convey food to the mouth, in the sameemanner; and
also drink by suction. When tranqhil they gfunt feebly;
but When frightened or otherwise moved they are sdid to
roar in concert, and to produce an insupportable noise:
When twé individuals_are accustomed to each other in
fonfinement, they appear to get on very well and very
lovingly together, living in peace and sleeping together
_ina mutual embrace; but if they are strangers, a des-
perate fight ensues. M. Fred. Cuyier had two pairs
not accustomed to each other; and whenever he removed
the partition which separated their cages, they were
seized with unaccountable fury: on those occasions they
D 4
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uttered sharp and quiékly repeated cries, a‘nd, but for -

the intervention of the iron bars of the cage, would have
done each other serious injury. Their matual affection

is expressed in an odd manner, by scratching and clean-

ing each other's feet with their teeth,

The usual size is ragher less than that of a small cat&_{“f{'“

The head is shaped much like that of a fox, and is en-

tirely covered with hair, which is black round the eyes;
and this colour forms a line joining to the tip of the
nose, which is also black ; betweeti the nose, however,
and the eyes there is a space of pure white ; the cheeks
and sides of the face are also whitish : all the upper
parts of the body and limbs are dark brownish ash-
colour ; the under, White. The tail is longer than the
body, and the hair thick, woolly, and soft,

A Tue Kurrep Lesnvn.

Lemur Macaco, Liaw. Vari,” B; ffon. Ruffed Lemur,
Pinnint,

This seems to b= o species subject to much variation
in point of cilour. Edwards describes.an individual,
then living in London, as entirely of a deep black colour ;
while we possess a beautifully preserved skin of another
individual, sent frem Madagascar, ‘which is entirely
patched with large black and white gpots ; thus agreeing
with all the specimens we have yet seen. Buffon de-
scribes this fis'a fidree and aimost untameable species ;
an assertion altogether without proof, and highly impro-
bable. Our own veracious Edwards, on the contrary,
assures his readers that it is ““a very sociable, gentle,
harmles=-natured animal, without any of the cunning
or mischievousness of the monkey kind.”* This spe-
cies, however, is chiefly remarkable for the as‘onishing
power of its voice, which is said to be so loud ang
dreadful as to strike astonishment into those who heay
it, resembling, in this respect, the howling monkeys of
South America. The French natural biographer, ever
prone to catch hold of a theory, no doubt concluded.

* Edw, Glean. p.217.

oY
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that an animal which could howl much louder than
a bear was, of necess'ity, a most fierce and formidable
creature. When feeding, it sits up like a monkey, hold-
ing its food in its hands.

The size of the specimen examined by Edwards, was

" that of the smaller sort of house®%at ; the tail was longer

:)l;:n the whole body, and the whole animal of a deep
ck.

- Ll
Tue Rivg-rammen Lemur.

Lemur Catta, Linn: Mococo, Buffon. The Maucaueo,
Edwards. Ring-tailed Macauco, Pennant.

The ring-tailed lemur is confl Pt by far the most

elegant of the whole tribe. It seems algo to be a rare
animal, at least in our menageries, since it does not yet
appear in the collection of the Zgological Society. Ed-
wards has given a very accurate figure and dbscription
of an individual which Was brought from Madagascar

by his friend captain Worth, dhd which Edwards * kept

alive at his house for some time.” ® 3udependent of its
rarity and beauty, its character is particugrl_v confiding
and affectionate, while its motions are described as hav-
ing an ease and elegance surpassing almost eyery other
quadruped. In thtir native state, these animals live in
societies,and are seen im troops of thirty or forty to-
gether in the woods, where they feed principally upon
fruits. In captivity it delights in sihshing, and in sit-
ting before a fire; its general attitude at such times is
similay to that of a squirrel when feeding, sitting sp-
right, and often Extending forwards its spread ham.ls.
The palm of the hand is stated to possess a peculiar
Organisation ; it is extended by a straight line concealed
under thes hair as far as the middle of the arm, where
it appears uncovered : by means of this, when the arms
are extended, the fingers necéssarily close; and this ac-
counts for the facility with which these animals suspend
themselves from the branches of trees.® Its pur is not

¢ 2
* The singular formation of the arm, above stated, is deserving ofgreat
attention, not mercly as an isolated fact explalning the habits of this par-
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unlike that of a cat; to which its general size may be
compared.

The colouring of tke ring-tailed lemur is peculidrly
elegant. The face is deep black and pure white; the
first colour forming a broad ring round each eye, and g
covering the muzzle antl the forehead, while all the rest ™™
of the head, ears, and cheeks are white: the back and
sides of the body are reddish ash-colour, but the outside
of the legs are of a lighter grey: all the under parts are
white. The tail is very long, and élegantly ringed with
black and white, the colours being alternate. The hair
of the whole bady is‘very soft andedelicate to the touch,
rather standing erect like the pile of velvet, than lying
down sleek. Edwards remarks, that when it plays,
it uses a sort of galloping, with its tail raised over its
bnck.ll A

5 Tue Dwarr Leuur. ' k’
Scartes murinus, Nob, OtdlicAus pusillus, Jlliger. Lemur
murinus, Gmelin, , Little Lemur, Brown. Rat de Mada-

gascar, Buffan. Little Macauco, Pennant. Maki nain,
Cuvier, : .

Although our countryman Peter Brown figured this
pretty littfe animal from a living spe¢imen then in Eng-
land, it does not appear to haye fallen undgr the subse-
quent observation of any of our own naturalists. M,
Fred. Cuvier, howd#ver, has stipplied some very. interest~
ing particulars regapding one which lived in the Garden
of Plants, and from whose account we shall now extract
a short notice. .Like others of us family, the dwarf
lemur i completely a nocturnal animal. He passed the

L

ticular animal, Lut in connectlon with those wondfrful And beautiful P ‘
analogies by which beifigs the most opposite in form are yet obvionsly !
made to represent cach othar.  'We have not yet had an opportunity of ex-
ining into the cor of this stat nor does Mr. Griffiths state |

from what author he has taken it ; but, presuming upon its correctness, we
feel mot the slightest doubt that thearms of the other lemiirs will be found
oxhibiting a similar structure, and that therefore this family, in all pro-

lity, represents the family of Mangde among the Philola, or ingects,

and the bs among the Crilstacea, in the n
poie mnntt.l_n-uke cral B 3 ext circle of Ap-




BARBASTEYL, BAT. 43
" » 2

whole of the day in a warm nest of hay, rolled up, and
in profound slumber. Towards twilight, however, he
awoke; and so soon as it whs cark he sallied from his
retreat, and continued in active motion until morning.
He would traverse his cage with a rapidity similar to
the flight of a bird, and leap v@rtically from the ground
to the height of six or eight feet; his power of spring-
ing, indetd, is very great. As a proof of the perfect
sight enjoyed by this animal, and no doubt by all the
nocturnal lemurs, “even in total darkness, M. Cuvier
mentions the fact of two of them, having escaped from
their cage, traversing the room, which was filled with a
crowd of other cages and animals, and re-entering by
the little hole whence they had escaped: this they
did without suffering the least accident, though in pro-

*, found darkness,— all the windgw-shutters being closed.

Pennant says that it eats and holds its food in its fore=
paws, in the manner and attitude of a squirrel °

The specimen figured By Brown was less in size than
arat; the ordinary length appesrs to be from ten to
eleven inches. The fur is thick, soft, ahd silky. The
uppér surface of the body is of a uniform greyish fawn-
colour, and the under parts are white; the face and
paws being flesh-Roloured : between the eyls there is a
longimainnl white spotp bordered on each side with a
shade of black. The ears are large, roundish, and
naked ; and the tail of the same lefigth®ag the body.

° b b L

. Tur Bapsasten Bar. .

Plecotus Barbastellus, Geoff:  Vespertilio Barbastellus, Greli.

< ‘The family of bats, although very extensive, and
possessing many species of much popular interest, seems
to be less capable of confinement er of domestication
than almost any other race of quadrupeds. T!ley ap-
pear, in short, almost destitute of any artificial im-
provement,—remaining in slumber during the day, and
only exercising their physical powers when mankind are
asleep ; hence it is that we seldom see these aninfals in

o
.
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menageries, where, indeed, from the impossibility of ex-
ercise, and of taking their natural focd, they seldom live
for any length of time¢z Our notices on this singular
race of animals will, therefore, be brief, and confined to
two species.

The manners of the barbastel have been well illus-
trated by M. Fred. Cuvier, who seems to have kept one
alive for a short time. ‘Upon first being tal®n, it was
shut up in a glazed press, furnished with several shelves,
all of which it traversed, passing through the smallest
passages, and at length retived into the most obscure
corner, When the animal stood, the entire sole of its
foot, its wrist, and its thumb, were placed upon the
ground ; the other fingers were raised in a contrary di-
rection to the fore leg ; a position by which they were
prevented from rubbing against the ground: the tail
was bent underneath, and the membrane which enve.
loped it-was folded so as only to 9ccupy the least pos-
sible space. In walking, thelimbs moved alternately,
as in other quadrupeds, but the fingers generally remained
united as when'the animal stood. Like other bats, it
slept sugpended, with the head downwards. To accom-
plish this, after finding a suitable place, it would fix its
thumbs where the nails of its hinddr feet should be
hooked, and for this purpose the slightest inequality was
sufficient ; it would then detach one of its thumbs, and
turning its bogdy, wolild bring the hind foot of the same
side to the, spot which the thumb had just occupied :
the nails being properly fixed, it would let go its ether
thumb ; and this movement, by leaving the body to its
natural oweight, carried the head downwards, anq
brought the second foot close to the first, where it bhe-
came hooked in the same manner. When dairous of
flying, if it was 1esting upon a horizontal surface, jy
would make a perpendicular spring, and suddenly ex-
tend it wings; but if it was suspended, it would quit
its hold, and unfurl its wings while in the act of falling,
This little prisoner thus continfled to afford matter of
, Speculation to its learned master for eight days, without

C
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t,aki.ng any nourishment ; until at last, in full daylight,
it fell upon a plate of choppgd meat, which it had hi-
therto neglected, and devoured “the whole. When a

- piece was too large, it would fix it to the ground

with its wrist, and cut it with its side teeth ; but if
these teeth got engaged with the meat, or any morsel
adhered to them, it would got use its feet to get
rid of the embarrassment, but would seek for some pro-
Jecting spot, against which it would rub its muzzle.
Cleanliness appeared a very peculiar characteristic of this
animal : with its hinder feet it wopld rub all the parts
of its body ; and cleanse its nails, fingers, and the mem-
‘brane forming its wings, very delterously with its
mouth : the motions of its head indicated quickness and
vivacity. It seems, however, notwithstanding its hearty
meal of chopped meat, to hayesdied soon after. The
Barbastel bat, although fopnd both in France and Ger-
many is unknown in Englgnd. =2
The total length is about two inches, and its extent
nearly ten. The fur of the upper flart of the body is.
dusky brown ; the under part ash-coloured. The ears
are remarkably broad and long, so that the lower part of
the inner sides touch each other, and nearly gonceal the
face, when viewed in front: the nose is short, the
cheeks full, and the end df the nose is flattened.
o L]
Tur Javaxesy Vadpire. ©

~ o
5 Pleropus Javavicus, Horsf. &

It would be as ustless, as it is perhaps impossible, to
trace which, was the particular species of bat l'cﬂned by
Linnwzus and his followers the Vampire, since it appears
to have ten applied, with little discrimination, to all
those very large speeies termed by the*French Rousettes,
which inhabit the hot latitudes of India and America,
and derive much of their nourishment from sucking
the blood of other animals. The explanation of the
word Vampire, however, is interesting, and has thus been
given by Dr, Shaw,— A vampire,” observes the doctor,

.
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‘¢ ig an imaginary monster, supposed to suck the blood
of sleeping persons. It also alludes to one of the most
absurd superstitions tHt ever entered into the human
mind. About the year 1732, an idea arose among the
vulgar in some parts of cI’co]and and Hungary, that cer-
tain bodies, when interred, became possessed of the
power of absorbing bloog from those who were so unfor-
tunate as to pass over or to stand near their graves: it
was therefore supposed necessary to disinter such bodies,
and wound them with a sword ; by which means this
pernicious power wag supposed to be put a stop to, and
the blood they had so unjustly gained was evacuated.
Astonishing as this folly may appear, it is yet more
astonishing that a great many treatises were Written on
the subject, and that some considerable time elapsed
before the superstition was completely destroyed.”

The Javanese vampire appears to have been once in
the posSeksion of Mr. Crgss, thé very respectable and
intelligent proprietor of the menagerie at Exeter Change ;
since we possess & Bketch, by Howitt, drawn from a
living specimen seen there by the artist. Dr. Horsfield,
in his valuable work on the animals of Java, gives us
some intepesting particulars of ite babits in a state of
nature, which we shall here condensé. It may, be pre-
mised, that this is one of the lrgest bats yet discovered,
being no less than one foot long, and covering an ex-
tent, when it5s wings are spread, of more than five feet,
In its hebits it io completély gregarious, uniformly
livig in society. Numerous individuals select n':!arg'e
tree for a resort, where they susplnd themselves from
the naked branches, often in companies of several hup-
dreds, and present a most singular spectacle. -Duriz-g
the greatest part of the day they are adleep™ at guely
times they are rafiged in succession, in rows, with the
head downwards; and, being'in close contact one to the
other, they have 50 little resemblance to living beings,
that a stranger would readily mistake them for o part of
the tree, or for a fruit of uncommon size suspended from
the branches. In general these societies, during the day,

-
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.
preserve a profound silence; but if they are disturbed, or
2 contention arises among them, they emit sharp piercing
shrieks, while their awkward ftterfipts to extricate them-
selves, when oppressed by the light of the sun, exhibit
a ludicrous spectacle. In consequence of the sharp-
ness of their claws, their hold is  firm, that they cannot
easily loosen themselves without the assistance of their
wings ; and if suddenly killed in their hanging position
during the day, they continue suspended after death.
Soon after sunset they gradually awaken, quit their hold,
and commence their nocturnal ﬂig'bt in quest of food.
By an unerring instinet, they direct their course to the
_forest.s, villages, and plantations, attaeking and devour-
ing indiscriminately every kind of fruit; thus occasioning
inealculable mischief, So great, indeed, is the devas-
tation they inflict upon the orchards and gardens, that
the European residents find it necessary to secure the
fruits by different art¥ficls. The more delicase sorts,
such as mangos, jamboos, fautas, &c., as they approach
to maturity, are ingeniously secured’ by means of a loose
net er basket, skilfully constructed of &plit bamboo :
without these and other precautions, little or no fruit
would escape these depredators. -

The flight of these animals is also curious. There are
few situations in the lowerparts of Java where this night
wanderer is not constantly observed. As soon as the
light of the sun has retired, one aninfal is sgen to follow
another at small bnt irregulag distanees, and this “ long-
drawn file" continues uninterrupted until darknesssob-
struets the view. * Their flight is slow and steady, pur-
sued in a right line, and capable of long contiimance.
‘The colonists and.inhabitants occasionally form shooting
parties for the destruction of this animal, during moon-
light nights, which in this climate aré uncommonly se-
rene: he is watched in his descent to the fruit trees, and a
discharge of small shot readily brings him to the ground, ®

- The size has been already mentioned. The general
colour is blackish, with he upper part of the neck yel-
* Horsf. Zool. Researches.
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lowish chestnut, and the fur of the back slightly varied
with white: the colours, however, are subject to vari-
, ation ; Dr. Horsfield ¢lesctibes a variety wherein there
is a collar of a lighter brown, inclining to chestnut, and
extending entirely round the neck. "The head, from the

figure given by Dr. Hérsfield, has a much greater re-"

semblance to that of a_sheep than to any of the true
bats ; the mgzzle is much prolonged; and the ears, in
comparison, are very small.

Tue Russian Dessyax.,
o
AMygale Muscovita, Cuuv.

Of the desman, or, as it has been called by Pennant,
the Musk Shrew, it is now ascertained that two species
have been confounded under one. The original species
is now designated after its hative country, Russia; while
the second, which seems to bave, a much more limited
range, has hitherto heen foumd only at the foot of"the
Pyrenees, near Tarbgs. The habits of the Russian des-
man are so essentially aquatic, that it is not adapted to
live in ordinary menageries; yet it might very well be
introduced in such inclosed parts of the Garden of
Plants as tontain ponds, or in the Zgological Gardens.

The Russian musk shrew passes the greatest part of
its life either in or beneath the water, never choosing a
dry place of residence; and if they proceed from one
pond to anofder, they generally do so by forming a sub-
terrancous passage,” or by passing aldng ditches which
contiect both. - Although they inhabit, generally, the
sides of, ponds, lakes, and stagnant water, they seem to
evince a decided preference for low inundatéd grounds,
surrounded by banks, as it is in these lagter that thefr
burrows invariablyz occur.  Their mode of constructing
these habitations is curious: they make An entrance to
the intended burrow under the water ; from this point
they dig on in a slanting direction upwards, elevating
their work, by degrees, in maltiplied and lengthened
wincings, which sometimes are so extended as to occupy

b./
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on extent of more than twenty feet. They live, how-"
ever, only in that part of the burrow which is under
water. During winter it seems that they do not hecome
torpid, — a circumstance which is said to expose them to
inevitable and serious evil. The ice, which in their
native country lasts for so long asperiod, imprisons them
under water, and it Would appear that they then endure
a state of the most cruel tormen?; for, if there are any
fissures or holes through which they can %espire, they
run thither to thrust out their- proboscis; but should
t%‘e)' fail in this, they can only exist on the small quan-
tity of air contained within their durrow. A trifling
number thus survive; but the others, perish by suffo-
cation. Their attempts to release themselves, which we
have just noticed, are more numerous in proportion to
¢ duration of the cold season.
. The foregoing account we mel with in Mr.«Griffiths’
ingenious compilation,gwithout any allusion to dhe au-
thority from which it is derived. It may be generally
correct ; but nature, or rather a megciful Providence,
has never made ¢ cruel torment” to be the condition of’
existence to any one of its creatures. ‘That many in-
dividuals may suffer in the manner and from the causes
described, during winters of uncommon severify, is very
possible ;%ut that by far the greater part survive, is more
than probable. Their burrows are stated to spread over
a very wide surface; and it is clear that those parts which
the animal does not inhabit, are appmpriﬁ.eg to lay in
stores of food for the winter. So far, then, we see only
the same benevolent gift of instinct, and the same powers
granted for resisting the effects of winter, as isss0 ge-
nerally givén to the mouse family : the air, and the
fobd, contgined in their dwellings, we should consider
quite sufficient for the ordinary wantsof nature ; and so
far from the desmans being condemned to  cruel tor.
ments,” we should rather fancy they would be very
warmdy and comfortably housed in their winter quarters.
>

’
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Tue Surew MoLe.
Scalops Canadensis, Cur. Sorex aquaticus, Linn. Musarayne-
taupe, Cueier. Scampe™e Canada, ditto. Brown Rat,
Pennant, 3 .

This curious American animal, which closely re-

sembles the Europea¥ mole, not only bears confine~" "

ment, but seems to become, under a kind master, &
very domes(cic little cfeature.  Dr. Richardson * on
the authority of Dr. Godman, pargicularly alludes to
one which was domesticated by Mr. T. Peale of Phi-
ladelphia: it devoured considerable quantities of fresh
meat cither cooked” or raw, drank freely, and was
remarkably active and playful. The eyes: like those
of the mole, are so extremely minute, that Dr. Godman
positively says that, in the fresh animal, the aperture

of an ordinary human— hair ! Yet, notwithstanding thiy

-

in the skin is just big enough to admit the passage (
.

depriyation of sight, Mr. Pedie's favourite would follow
the hand of its master ; an éxquisite sense of smell sup-
plying the want ef“vision. It was fond of burrowing
for a short diftance in the loose earth; and after making
a small circle, would return for more food. When en-
gaged in_eating, it employed its flexible snout in a

singular manner to thrust its food fto the mouth, —

doubling it o as to force it directly backwarlle. In a
state of nature, these animals are most active efirly in
the morning, “at Mid-day, and in the evening. “They
are well known to have theremarkable custom of'ooming
daily to the surface exactly at noon; at such times the

may be taken alive, by thrusting % spade beneath them .

and throwing them on the surface. In their general hahits'
they resemble the common European moles, — leading,
like them, a subterraneous life, forming galleries,

earthworms and grubs.

The length is rather more than seven inches, The
fur resembles that of the common mole, and ig nearly
of a uniform brownish black. *

2 & Northern Zool. i, 12,

throwing up little hillocks, and feeding priucipally on (\)j .

>
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Tue Evroreay Brows Bear.
Ursus Arct%s, La’;m. —
It appears singular that a family of animals like the

- bears, which not only endure confinement, but thrive

~#nd sometimes grow enormously fat under the restraint
of man, should nevestheless continue to preserve their
savage disposition and manners,sin nearly the same de-
‘gree as when in a state of nature, even after years spent
in unavailing efforts.to domesticate them, It may be
said, indeed, that this is in part accomplished, by their
having been taught to dance ; and so far the objection is
not valid ; but it must be remembered, that even those
which have been thus far tutored, of rather tortured, to
perform such antics, are yet firmly muzzled. Nor have
' we ever heard of a bear, however docile under the rod
of his keeper, so far trusted aseto be allowed. the free
use of hie mouth. s
The different spccie.s of

a

f,this group are among the
most attractive subjects-in the mepageries. We shall
therefore enumerate all those whose manngrs have been
witnessed in a state of nature, or whose peculiarities in
copfinement are in any degree interesting. There ap-
pears to be about pine distinct species ; six deing dis-
tributed in the colder reg’n'bns of Europe and America,
while the remaining threg have only beeh detected in the
mountainous parts of India. »

The Etropean. brown bear appears te have been
formerly spread over the who®e of Etftope ; but it is now
confinéd almost entirely to the vast forests of Germany,
Hungary, and Russid: from the latter empire, also, it
spreads over the uncultivated wilds of Siberia; but
whether the brown bear of Arctic America is identically
+ the same Epecies as they, may be regsonably doubted.

The habits of this species in a state of nature are de-

seribed as solitary, wandering about during the greatest

part of the year ‘ang retiring to pass the winter in such

sheltered retreats as are afforded by the hollows of trees

or the cavities of rocks, This season, in fact, is pasced
' E 2



59 ANIMALS IN MENAGERIES.
-

in a state of lethargy, which lasts until spring, when the
sexes meet but for a short time ; the male abandoning
the young entirely ta’the“care of their mother. Formed
to derive its sustenance both from the animal and ve.,
getable world,. the brown bear does not attack man - B

less provoked, or undér an unusual and extraordina Yol

pressure of hunger. It is remarkable for longevity ;
instances being upon record of individuals attaining to
the respective ages of thirty-one and forty-seven years.

One of the most remarkable brown bears that have
been of late years killed in Europe, is thus mentioned by
major Hamilton Sthith, who saw the animal preserved
at Buda in Hungary, in which kingdom it appeared,
about forty years ago, on the shores of the Danube,
This animal was of an uncommonly large size, and had
proved so destructive to the cattle, that every effort was
made to destroy it: ordinary shot appeared to take ng*
effect apon him; and, whén hard pressed, he would™ ™
swim to the other side of the Danube, and resume his
depredations there,*until he was chased back again, In
this manner he was fairly hunted into Lower Hungary,
having traversed most of his way by water. ' From
Semlin he was chased beyond Belgrade, but the Turkish
peasantry drove him back, and it” was many months
before he was killed. Besides the peculiarity of his
excessive bulk, his colour was purplish, and several balls
were found lodgett in his skin. Although the bear is
not uncqmmon iy, Hungary, the extraordinary colour
and size of this individual excited so much curiosity,
that he was stuffed and preservedsat Buda.

Anvadult brown bear from the Alps hons thus been
described by M. Fred. Cuvier ; — The body was covered
with very thick, long, and rather soft fur, generally of \
a maroon brown§ dark upon the shoulder, back, thighs,
and legs, but tinged with yellow on the sides of the
head, ears, and flanks: on the paws the hair became
short and nearly black ; as also on the muzzle, where,

owever, it retained rather more of the brown colour of
the head,

(
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Major H. Smith describes a remarkable European
bear, which he saw at Dresden, apd *“ which seems to
be, if not a distinct species, at least a strongly marked
¢ Vvariety. It was about four feet high at the shoulders.
The PhysiOgnomy differed from that of the common
bear; the ears were,small and round, and the facial
angle was @reatly depressed at the junction of the nasal
and frontdf bones. The colour was a fiesy yellow on
the head and back, passing into chestnut and red on the
sides and hams : the belly and paws were brown ; and
there was a dark streak upon the nose, spreading into
branches towards the orbit.”

M. Cuvier considers that the true Histinction of the
&@mmon or brown bear of Europe is in the form of its
skull, the upper portion of which is always arched in
- every part; the forehead forming part of the same

curve which runs from thg muzzle to the occiput: it is
arched also from right%o left jn the same stylé s in its
length ; and there is no clear distinction between the
forehead, the middle portion of the” plariefal bones, and
the témporal fosses, The sagittal crest only begins to be
sensibly marked very near the occipital.

The following description of the brown bgars in the
Zoological Gardens enables us to bring together the
most authentic accounts df this species, and which will
serve as valuable points of comparigon gvith what will
subsequently be said of the American bears “ The fur
is thick, long, soft, and woolly. In younger iadividuals,
the cdiour is deep brown, with a tinge of grey on the
body, which becomes nearly black on the legs and feet ;
while in the adult it is mixed with yellowish grey and
fﬂlvn-colour, giving the fur a grizzled appearance,
T'he foreRead" rises suddenly from behind the eyes,
assuming 3 regular convex form" (as noticed in the
preceding observations of M. Cuvier), “ but not ele.
vated to any great extent. The usual size of the adule
is about four feet long, and two and a half high. The
length of the head is about a foot, that of the forg feet
eight inches, and that of the hinder feet something »

B3 = s°
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greater, reckoning from the heel to the extremity of the

claws ; the latteér are fuily two inches in length, con-

siderably curved, and' nearly equal at either extremity.”

This was brought from Russia by the marquis of"
Hertford. Regarding another individual, stated to be a .
native of America, M¥. Bennett makes the following
observations : — *“ It resembles the adult Alpine bear so0
closely in its form, in its fur, in its physiognomy, ang
in its manners, that we have little hesitation in referring
it to the same species. Notwithstanding the wide,dif-
ference in geographic position, we see no incongruity in
such a union ; on the contrary, it would strike us as a
very peculiar anfl surprising fact, that so excellent a
swimmer, and so essentially migratory a beast as the
brown bear, should present almost a solitary exeeption
to the general rule, which renders most of the animals

=2
inhabiting the arctic circle, common to the two con. ¥:

e

tinents¥"* It rhust, hmgevér, Be rgmembered, that in -

this attempt to prove the firown bear of Europe and
that of America t¢ e the same species, the whole force
of the argument rests upon the mere supposition that
this young bear did actually come from America. This

seems to he uncertain, and therefore. nothing conclusive

cau be arrived at. - «
o

Tf: l.}anm:.\' Grounn Bear,
Ursus Richardsoni, Swainson. Ursus Arctos?  Americanus,
Barren. Ground Bear, Rielardson, Navth, Zool. i, 21.
The discovery of this bear, which, in all probability,
is a distinct species from the last described, is due to
the intr'epid navigators under the commané of captain
Franklin and Dr. Richardson ; and it has been describi
by the latter in the interesting and valuable Volume on
the Quadrupeds of British America, which is entirely
om that gentleman’s pen. We know not whether living
Specimens have as yet reached Europe; but as it is
highly probable they will, we skall give Dr, Richardson’s
accoynt nearly in his own words. “ The barren lands,”
* Zool. Gard. iv, 106
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says this accurate observer, “* lying to the northward and
eastward of Great Slave Lake, and gxtentling to the Arctic
Sea, are frequented by a species of bear which differs

“from the American black bear in its greater size, profile,
- physiognomy, longer soles, and tgil ; and from the grisly

bear also ift colour, and the comparative smallness of its
claws. Its greatest affinity is gvith the brown bear of

@orway ; but its identity with that species,has not been

established by actual comparison. It frequents the sea
coast in the autumn, in considerable numbers, for the
purpose of feeding on fish. They, are frequently called
White bears by the Indians and interpreters, probably
from the circumstance of its long hait, during summer,
frequently becoming very pale towards the tips. This
bear resorts to the shore. of the Arctic-Sea in August,
and preys indiscriminately uponsanimals and vegetables,
Although much dreaded by the Copper Indians, who
cautioned our travellfrs against these ©white bears '

of the barren lands, all the individuals that were en-

countered, fled from the party af 8nce, The Indians

avoid burning bones in their encampments, lest the smell

should attract the bears.”

The following anecdote of an encounter hetween one
of these animals apd an old hunter, given by Dr. Richard-
son, is too amusing to be omitted. ‘¢ Reskarrah, an
aged Indian, was seated at the door_of hjis tent, pitched
by a small stream not far from Fort Entesprise, when a
large bear came to the oppesite baik, and remained for
S0me time, apparently surveying . Reskargab con-
sidered himself in ‘greal danger ; and haying no one to
assist him,but his aged wife, made a speech td the fol-
bowing effeet : — ¢ Oh, bear ! 1 never did you any harm;
I have afways had the highest respect for you and your
relations ; and never killed any of them except through
necessity.  Go away, good bear, and let me alone, and
1 promiee not to molest you! The bear walked off’;
and the old man, fancying that he owed his safety to
his eloquence, favoured us, on his arrival at (hg fort,
with his speech at length.”

E 4 2
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The colour of an old male, killed on the shores of the
Arctic Sea, was hearly of a uniform yellowish brown,
except on the forehead and back, where the tips of the
fur were paler, The fur, which was straight, and of
the fineness of coarse wool, was giving place to a thin 477
coat of blackish hair. Its forehead was#®broad and
slightly convex, and the arch of the orbit rose conspi-
cuously at the root of the nose,. which was straigh
the legs were long, and the size of the claws inter-
mediate between those of the black and the grisly bears ;
they projected beyond the hairs, and were more pointed
than those of the latter, The following were the prin-
cipal dimensions :'— From the nose to the root of the
tail, five feet two inches ; the tail, six inches : height,
from the sole of the fore foot to the top of the shoulder,
two feet nine inches;«the hind quarters were three [
inches lower.* We are pringipally induced to consider h\,\
this a disfinct species, and, to_ narfe it accordingly, from
the difference between the profile as above stated, and
that of the Europtan brown bear, indicating a corre-
sponding diversity in the form of their skulls. !

»
«Tue Braok Evroreix Beag.
Ursus Eumpm% Cuvien «

The black bear, the second species found on the
continent of Europ, was long confounded with another
of a similar colour, but whigh is now fscertained to be
peculiar to Americ) From this cause, we can find "o
authentic documents to illustrate the history of the pre-
sent species, since naturalists, in describing its manners,
&c., have blended it with the black bear of America,
subsequently noticed ; neither dq we find‘any Mention, 8‘9
of the particular pérts of the continent of Europe where i
it now exists, i

M. Cuvier states, that he never saw more than a
single living individual, which he afterwards dissected.
It was of considerable magnitude. The colour of the

. * North, Zool,
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fur was brownish black, rough, partly woolly, and
rather long, especially on the belly and thighs. The
upper part of the nose was a “tlear fawn-colour, and the
* remainder of the muzzle of a brownish red fawn.
™. This the baron believes to be the bear which naturalists
term the black bear, of Europe; which he considers
distinct from that of Americg, whose fur is black,
@liant, and shining. The peculiar flatteped form of
the eranium can be perceived through the hairs which
cover it, quite sufficiently to distinguish the animal
from the common brown bear.® . 3
. The peculiarities of the skull are thus stated by
M. Cuvier : — “ The frontal portior? is flattened, and
even concave, especially across ; the two ridges which
separate it from the fosse temporales are strongly
a marked, and form, behind, ansacute angle, prolonged
' into a very elevated sagittal crest, which is not marked
until it meets the occiphit.” The well-marked Uepression
and ridges of the cranium, giving lodgment and origin
to the strong muscles of the lower” juw, show that this
specits is more decidedly a beast of prey than the
brown one ; in which respect they differ from the bears
of corresponding colours which inhabit the Ngw World.F

Tue Brack®AxsnicANy Bear.

Ursus Americanus, Pallas, Ursus Agneriganus, American
Black Bear, Richardson. Ours d'Amériqueg Cuvier. Black
Bear, Pennant. ['ass, Chepaeyan Indians. Musquaw, Cree
Indians, North. Zool. i. 14. (Fig.6.9
Although the meérit of being the first to distinguish

this animal belongs to Pallas, yet Dr. Richardson is the

. éhly natyralist who has studied it in its native wilds ;
| and whose account, which we shall pow condense, will

consequently supersede all others. It is srpaller .thnn
the other American bears ; it is also of & milder dispo-
sition, and lives more on vegetable substances than the
black bear of Europe.s Its favourite food, in fact, is

* Griff: Cur. 4 Narth. Zool. |. 14.*
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berries of various kinds; in default of which, it eats
- roots, insects, fish, eggs, and
_ such birds and quadrupeds
as it can surprise. So partial
is it, indeed, to vegetables,
that, when it can procure
them in abundance, it will
: pass the carcass of a deex,
. Wwithout touching it. It is
7 rather a timid animal, and
willseldom face a mam; unless
compelled by necessity, or when urged by affection-to de-
“fend its young. In such casesitisa dangerous assailant.
I have known, continues Dr. Richardson, the female
boldly to confront her enemy until she has seen her
cubs attain the upper branches of a tree, when she made
off, evidently considering them to be in safety, but, in
fact, leaving them an easy prey to‘the hunter. Its speed
when in pursuit is not great; and I have been told that
A man may escape; particularly if he runs into a willow
BOVE, or umong long grass ; for the caution of the* bear
urges it to stop frequently, and rise on its hind legs, for
the purpose of reconnoitring. I have, however, seen a
black bear’ make off with a speed which wopld have
bafiled the fleetest runner, ang ascend a nehrly perpen-
dicular cliff with facility that a cat might envy. Its
strength and agility, indeed, together with its remark-
able tenacity of life, renders an attack’ upon it at all
times hazardous ; and its chase is always considered by
the rude inhabitants of the northeri? regions as a matter
of the highest importance. .
The veneration in which the bear is held by the North
American Indians is highly curious: Dr. Richardson
inks it may have firisen from the ability and pertinacity
With which it defends itself. Many of the native tribes
Will not join the chase, until they have propitiated the
Whole rage of bears by certain speeches and ceremonies 5
and when the animal is slain, l&; treat it with the ut-
TNOSt Tespect, speak of it as of a relation, offer it a pipe

27
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to smoke, and seldom fail to make a speech in excul-
pation of the act of violence they have committed in
slaying it. Similar superstitions are prevalent among
the Laplanders and other northern nations. Pennant®
assures us, that the bear is the great master of the
Kamtskatkans in megdicine, surgbry, and the polite arts:
these people observe the herbs he has recourse to when
ill or wounded, and acknowledge him as their dancing
master, mimicking bis attitudes and graces with great
aptness. Bear dances, as Dr. Richardson observes, in
which the gestures of the animals are copied, are also
common with the North American Indians. Bear
hunts are attended with certain curidus ceremonies, for
which we must refer the reader to Northern Zoology,
vol. i p. 18. The women of some of the tribes will
not touch a bear’s skin, or even,step over it, so that one
spread at the door of a tent is an effectual bar against”
female intruders ; atl éven the men of some of the
tribes will refuse to eat the aesb.

During winter this species invarfably hybernates, and
about 1000 skins are annually procured By the Hudson’s
Bay company from black bears destroyed in their
winter retreats. It generally selects a spot for its den
under afallen tref, and having scratched away a portion
of the soil, retires to it agthe commencement of a snow-
storm, when the snow soon furnishes it with a close,
warm covering. Its breath makes & smﬂLopcning' in the
den, and the #yantity of hoar frost which Joccasionally
gathers round the aperture serves to betray its retreat to
the hunter: in mort southern districts they often shelter
themselveg in hollow trees. The Indians remark that a
bear never retires to its den until it has acquired 2 thick *
coat of fat ; and it is remarkable, that when it comes
abroad in the spring it is equally fit, though in a few
days after it becomes very lean. The females retire at
once to their dens, and conceal themselves so carefully,
that even an Indian hypter can rarely detect them : but
the males, exhausted by the pursuit of the other sex,

* Arctic Zool i 65 o~
-
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require ten or twelve days to recover their lost fat. The
number of cubs varies from one to five,

The geographic range of the black bear is stated by
Dr. Richardson to extend over all the wooded districts

of America, from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and from .
Carolina to the shores of the Arctic Sea. Authors men-

tion bears as inhabiting Persia; but whether, if such be
the fact, they, belong to this species, may reasonably be
doubted. =
There are several varieties of this animal, which sys-
tematists have fancied were distinet species. Thus, the
Cinnamon bear of the fur traders (an individual of
which was in the Tower menagerie) is considered, even
by the Indians, as an accidental variety ; and the same
may be said of the yellow bear, or Ursus luteolus, of
Carolina. A third is the Ours gulaire of M. Geoffroy
“St. Hillaite, which has a white throat, analogous, as
Dr. Rickardson remarks, to the white collar which many
of the European brown bears exhibit when young. A
fourth variety is mentioffed by M. Cuvier, both sexes of
which were in the Paris menagerie. The general clonr
was rich shining black, but the muzzle was deep brown
above, and greyish fawn-colour on the sides ; there was
also a small fawn-coloured spot in Tront of the eye.
What appears to prove these Iatter, more especially, to
be mere varieties, is the fact of another, which had the
fur a little mgre brown and less smooth, and the spot
near the eye almost,, obsolets ; while ﬁonrth, in the
same collection, was of the finest black, without any ap-
pearance of the spot. The muzzlé of this latter was
brown above, and the breastéwas marked with two
* whitish lines, .
Regarding the Ursus luteolus, or yellow®bhear of
arolina, major Srffith notices some particulars which
must not he passed over in this place, since they g0 very
f“." 10 make us suspect the probability of jts beiug a
distinet race, y This naturalist Jad an opportunity of
“OMparing 5 living specimen with another of the common
black %'-‘3', both being in a menagerie at New York.

° .
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He particularly noticed that the ears of the yellow bear
stood much more backward than those of the other,
that they were not quite so largeJ and that their general
physiognomy was very different : there was also a much
greater convexity of forehead and a sharper nose than in
the black bear. It seems, alsog that no doubt is enter-
tained of their beitg a distinct race of these animals.
They were formerly common, i Virginia ; and they are
still abundant in North-western Louisian®, where they
are called white befirs,—a name likewise given, as Dr.
Richardson observes, to the pale-coloured black bears of
Arctic America ; but it does not appear, from the rela-
tion of that, traveller, that any animgl answering to the
description of the yellow bear of Carolina has ever been
seen in those high northern latitudes.

In a commercial point of view, the skins of this spe-
cies formed, at one time, a thost lucrative branch of
commerce to the furgraders, and is still so0 in a less de-
gree, Some idea may be férmed of the exterminating
destruction that has been ca‘dqu against these ani-
malg, prompted by the avarice and the vitiated wants of
man, when it is stated, that, in the year 1783, no fewer
than 10,500 bear-skins were imported into England from
the northern pams of America: this numier gradually
increas®d until 1803, when it had reached 25,000, the
average value of each skin being estimated at forty shil-
lings. Did the Almighty create these Treatures merely
to furnish h ercloths for the carriag®s of the great,
and military pings for the ““ men of blood?”" For-
tunately for the paor bears, who at this rate would very
soon have been exterminated from the earth, the de-

Jmand, as"it is termed, for their skins is now very small,

Formerly, Dr. Richardson says, a skin with the fur in
prime order and the claws appended was worth from
twenty to forty guineas, and even more ; but, at present,
the best sells for less than forty shillings. We hope this
state of things may long continue. s

s L
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Tur Gristy Bear.

Ursus ferox, Lewis and Clarke (1814), Ursus cinereus, Des-
marest (1820). Ursus bortibilis, Say (1822), Ursus Ca-
nadensis, Hamilton Smith (1826). Grisly Bear, Muckenzie,
(Fig. 7.)

zjefamouxexplomtory
expedition of captains
Lewis and Clarke, which
brought to light so many
of the zoological produc.
tions of Northern Ame.
rica, first made natura]_
ists distinetly acquainted
with this new and ter.
rible bear, distinguished from all others of the New
Continent by its great-strength and ferocity, and itg
peculiar greediness for animal food. It had, however,
long been* known to the Indian¢ and fur traders as o
distinct species, and is eyen vaguely mentioned in several
of-the early Frenclrdcdllints of the districts it inhabits,
Of this formidable animal there is now (1830) a’fine
adult gpecimen living in the Tower menagerie, which was
caught as & young cub on the Rocky Mountains ; and,
although sent home to England by the Hudsen's Bay
company about eight years ago,*this animal is said to be
very savage. The strength and ferocity of this species,
in its state of pature, is so great, that thedndian hunters
use much precautior; in attocking it. #ome idea of
its prodigious power may be formed from the fact of
its having been known to drag to a cbnsiderable distance
the carcass of a buffalo, weighing about 1000 pounds,

The grisly bear is reported to attain a weight exceeding

800 pounds ; and captains Lewis and Clarke "mention
one that measured dine feet long, —a size fully equal to
that of the largest polar or white bears.

The following anecdote, which well illustrates the
avage nature of this species, is giyen by Dr. Richardson,
who $3y8 it is well authenticated. A party of voyagers

0
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had seated themeelves in the 'twilight by a fire, and
were busy in preparing their supper, when a large
grisly bear sprang over theiy caaoe, which was tilted
behind them, and seizing one of the party by the
shoulder, carried him off, The rest fled in terror, with
the exception of a Melif, named, Bourasso, who, grasp-
ing his gun, followed the bear as he was retreating
leisurely with its prey. He called to his unfortunate
comrade, that he was afraid of hitting hiw if he fired
at the bear; but the latter intreated him to do o im-
mezlintcly, as the bear was squeezing him to death. On
this he took a deliberate aim: his shot, providentially,
entered the body of the animal, which instantly dropped
its prey to pursue its new adversary: he escaped, how-
ever, with difficulty, and the bear ultimately retreated
to a thicket, where it was supposed to have died; but
this fact was not ascertained, The man who was rescued,
had his arm fractured, and was otherwise severely bitten,
although he finally recovergds’ 7

The manners of these bears jaave been thus described
by Mr. Drummond, who fm’tﬂya mes them in his’
excursions over the Rocky Mountains, when attached to
the northern expeditions, In these unfrequented .so-
litudes it would oftgn happen, that, in turning the point

of a rock, or sharp angle gf a valley, our traveller would

suddenly come upon one or more of them. On such
occasions they reared on their hind legs, azd made a loud
noize, like a pegson breathing quick, but much harsher.
Mr. Drummo];,;. without lttemptidg to molest them,
kept his ground ;, while the bears, on their part, after at-
tentively regarding their intruder for some time, gene-
rally wheeled round and galloped off ; though, from their

hown digposition, there is little doubt but he would have

been torn in pieces had he lost his prgsence of n}ind, and
attempted to fly. On other occasions, when he discovered
them from a distance, he generally frightened them away
by beating on a large tin box, in which he carried his
plants. He never sawsmore than four together ; and
they were generally single, or in pairs. On one oczasion
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anly was he attacked, b; a female anxious for the safety
of her cubs, and he had then a narrow escape : his gun,
unfortunately, missedofire; but he managed to keep the
bear at bay with it until some of his companions came.
up and droyve her off.* -

It is singular, thatcthe young grisly bear can climh 4{
trees with facility ; but when full grown they are unable
to do so, as the Indiads report, from the form of its
claws, Several instances are known, where a hunter has
been held a close prisoner for many hours by the in-
furiated animal keeping watch below. Several interést.
ing anecdotes of these contests are upon record, for which
the reader is referred to the narratives of Lewis and
Clarke, to major Longs, and o Godman's Nafural
History of America.

During winter the females and the young males /
hibernate, but the older males often come abroad in }:&
quest of food: they occasionally eat vegetables, but 4%
show a decided preference for animal food. As this
bear quits its den be Swethe snow disappears, its foot-
marks are frequent] n in the spring; and these,
being enlarged by the weight of the animal, and the
breaking of the crust of ice around, frequently appear
- very larget these impressions, somewhat obscured by
partial thaw, have been thought to be the foBtsteps of
some enormously large quadruped ; and have given rise
to the idea of live, mammoths existing in the solitary
ranges of theRocky Mountains. .

The geographical 'range of this species is Very ex-
tensive. Dr. Richardson says it anhabits the Rocky
Mountajns and the plains to the eastward, and lieutenant
Pike affirms that it extends southward as far'as Mexico,

The fur is long, and mostly of a dark brown colour,
With paler tips; there is also a mixture of grey hairs 4
on the head. The muzzle is pale, without the dark (
contral stripe seen in the black species: it is further
distinguishcd, both from that and the browp bear, by
shorter and more conic ears, placed further apart; and

5 * North. Zool. §. 5.
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by white, arched, and very long claws, compressed like *
the cutting teeth of a squirrel. The tail is very short
30 as to be hidden by the hairsf the buttocks: this is
a peculiar distinction ; since that of the black species
"’{ is sufficiently conspicuous, and that of the barren
ground bear is even still longer. *

Tre Porar or SeX Bear. 5

Ursus maritimus, Lian. L'Ours blasle, Buffon. * Ursus tha-
rinus, Polley. Polar Bear, Peanant, (Fig. 8.)

This ferocious wanderer of the arctic circle is dis-
tinguished from all ogher bears by its small parfow head,
and lengthened muzzle. Jts colour is invariably yel-
lowish white ; but this distinction is not to be entirely
depended upon, since other species are sccasionally found
of the same colour towards the regions of efral snow.
Eminently adapteds by his striicture and his instinet, for
swimming and diving, the polar bear procures ample
sustenance in regions where man would perish. from
' hunger. He is the appointed inhabitant of those float-
"W _ing fields qf ice which stretch to the northern pole.
Here he carries on an almost constant warfare with fich,
seals, foxes ; and is known even to attack the formidable
walrus. He scents his prey at a vast distance, and
seems g'l’?edily to devour every thing that comes in his
way. He will frequently be carried on the ice from
Greenland to Iccland ; where the white bears commit

F
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such ravages on the flocks, that the inhabitants rise in

a body to destroy them. The mannerin which he sur-

prises a seal has béen thus described by captain Lyon.

— “ The bear, on seeing his intended prey, gets.

quietly into the water and swims to leeward of himj ).

whence, by frequent ‘hort dives, he gilently makes his’

approaches, and so arranges his distance, that at the last

dive: he comes to the spot where the seal is lying. If

the poor animal attémpts to escape by rolling into the

water, he falls into the bear's clutches ; if, on the con-

trary, he lies still, his destroyer makes a powerful spring, (

kills him on the ice, and devours him at leisure.” Cap. =~ _

tain Lyon describes the pace of the polar bear, when

at full speed, as a kind of shuffle, as quick as the sharp

gallop of a horse. . x
Of the amazing power of this animal many extra-, (

ordinary accounts have been told, which need not be Mo

here repeated. We cannot;however, pass over the fol.

lowing, given by Mr, Chuichill, and pointed out to us

by Dr. Richardsorn.—gf On the 6ith of September, 1504,

part of the crew of Barentz’s vessel landed to search for

a certain_ sort of stone ; during this search, two of the

party lai('l down together to sleep, when a white bear, very

lean, softly approsched and seized or® of them by the nape

of the neck. The poor man, not knowing what it was, |

cried out, ¢ Who has seized me thus behind 7' on which

his companioh, rdising his head, said, ‘Holloa, mate, "t is

a bear,’ and immediately ran away.” The bear, haying

dreadfully mangled the unfortunate ?na.n'_suhead, sucked

his blood : the rest of the party, to:thé number of twenty,

immediately ran with their arms, and found ‘the bear de-

vouring the body; the bear, on seeing thém, ran upon

them, and carrying another man away, toreshim also'to

Pieces, This sccond adventure so terrified them, that '

they all fled. They returned, however, with a rein.

forcement ; and the two pilots having fired three times

Without hitting the animal, the purser approached a little  »

nearer, and shot the bear in the head clgge to_ the eye.

This did not cause him to quit his prey, for, holding the
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body which he was devouring fast by the neck, he

carried it away, as yet quite entire., Nevertheless, they

then perceived that he began”himself to totter ; and

the purser and a Scotchman going towards him, they

) . 2 ~4gave him several sabre wounds, and cut him to pieces,
without his abandoning his prey.”™

Another story, more amusing ghan serious, occurs in

f @ manuscript account of Hudson's Bay, writtgn in 1786,

by Mr. Andrew Graham, who assisted Pennant so much

. in his Aretie Zoology.' One of the company’s servants,

! who was out procuring hares, having occasion to come
: to the factory for a few necessaries, on his return to his
3 tent, passing through a thicket-of willows, found him-
r self close to a white bear lying asleep. As he had

nothing wherewith to defend himself, he took the bag
_{Qﬂ' his shoulder and held it before his breast, between the
r and him. The animal arose on seeing tfie man,
. stretchéd himself, and Misurely rubbed his nose$ and
having satisfied his curiosity by smelling at the bag,
which contained a loaf of bread #énd “aflagon of beer,
relieved the poor man from his apprehensions, by turn-
ng round and walking quietly away. g :
During winter, the white bear, being alwayg able to
fish and prgeure anifal food, does not hybernate like
N the other species ; but this must only be understood of
the males, since the pregnant females seclude themselvbs

»°

ba in the usual manner. H earne, whose obsegvations in
general have been found premy correst, statessthat on

. the setting in of winter, the females burrow in the deep
snow drifts, and there femain to bring forth their young;

. but the males st out to leave the land, swimming fo and

. wandering upon the fields of ice, in search of seals, &ec.

y Of the nmnners of this species under confinement,
tM. F. Cuvier has given a long account ; but, as we have

9 =, detailed its native habits at some length. we need not
fatigue the reader by describing the animal in its un-

natural state. The one that lived in the Paris me-
nagerie suffered so extremely from heat, that, for the

* Church. Coll. of Vay. i. 83,
@ ) P2



68 ANDIALS IN NENAGERIES.

® purpose of cooling him, the l:eepers' would throw
buckets of water oyer his body: this seemed to give
him an extraordinary degree of pleasure.

Tuy Maray Bear. )’

Ursus Malayanus, Raffies, Horsfield. $ruang, Malays. (Fig.9. )"

o
An aduls and healthy individual of this playful and
remarkably docile bear, was alive, six years ago, in the
Tower menagerie. As a species it was first made known
to naturalists by the late Sir Stamford Raffles ; and
subsequently M. Duvaucel furnished us with a more
ample and satisfhetory account,  Dr. Horsfield has like-
wise explained its structure with his usual precision.
It seems, like all the other bears of India, to be entirely
destitute of that savage and ferocious disposition which

more or less belongs to all those species inhabiting colder I*
regioifs.  Sir Stamford Lept orfe of these animals in his
possession two years, and observes, that “ when young it
becomes very tathe :” the individual alluded to © was
brought up in the nursery with the children ; and when
admitted to my table, as was frequently the case, gave
a proof of his tate by refusing any wine but Cham-
pagne. The only time I ever knew him out @f humour
was when no Champagne wa$ forthcoming. He was natu-

, rally so playful apd affectionate, that it was never found
necessary w chain or to chastise him : it was usual for
this bea#, the cat the dog, and a spall parrot to mess
together and eat out of the same di.sh., His favourite play-
fellow was the dog, whose teazing and worrying was al.
waysborne and returned with theutmost goad humourand
playfulness. As he grew up he became a very powafu] -
animal, and in his rambles in the garden fle’would, lay }
hold of the largest plantains, the stems of which he could
scarcely embrace, and tear them up by the roots.” ®

In a state of nature, M. Duvaucel remarks that this
species, although not very common in any part of India,

. < 1o
* Linn. Trane xiii, 954,
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has nevertheless a wide geographic range, and is sub-
ject to much variation in its coleurs, The smallest
race comes from Pegu, and the largest from the island
/of Sumatra, where they are very common, and appear

’—‘lo have migrated from the continent, It causes great

ravages in the island tq the fruit ; climbing to the sum-
mit of the cocoa palms to drink the milk, after destroy-
inz the tops of the plant. o

The individual in the
Tower s described as very
full of action, though its
movements may be called
slow and nleasured ; with
all its muscular clumsiness,
it appears to possess great
suppleness of joipt, in
throwing itself into many
apd, very antic posfures.
Its favourite position, how-
ever, is that fiere represented
by Mr. Landseer — sitting
on its baunches, and thrusting out its long narrow
tongue to a very extraordinary length. It emds about
two pounds,of bread &nd milk a day.

In size, this is the smallest of the Indian bears,
measuring only three feet eight inches from,the nose to
the root of the tail, which is remarkably skort. Its
colour is jet black jn every part, except the Snuzzle,
which is grey: the semilunar mark, so conspicuous on
the breast, is variable fn colour; in a specimen ag the
India House it is white, but M. Duvaucel deseribes it
as rad ; and that in the Tower is stated to be  yellow
withga tinge®of red ;” its form is more constant, and
resembles that of a horseshoe. The whole of the fur
is short, fine, and glossy, lying close over the body as
well as on the head. 1In its figure it stands lower, but
is a stouter and a better proportioned animal than the
common bear, <

F 3
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Tue THick-LirrEn Bear.

Utrsus labintus, Blaingille, Bradypus ursinus, Shaw. PFochi-
lus ursinus, Jlliger. Melursus, Meyer. '»

In the year 170, an old individual of thigh "
species, which had lost its cutting teeth, was exhibited
in England, and although called a bear, was pro-
nounced by the scientific of those days to be a sloth :
it was accordingly described and figured by Dr. Shaw
under the name of Bradypus ursinus, or ursiform sloth ;
and the learned Illiger, deceived® by this imperfect ac-
count of our countrymen, formed upon it his genus
Prochilus. This individual seems to have been the
first that had ever reached Europe. The species, how-
ever, has more lately become better known, and is found
to be a genuine bears although possessing certain trajfyy |
of habit, which may in some degree account for the v "
want of tact in its first-describer of recognising its true
station in nature.  Mr. Buchanan Hamilton, in his
Indian travels, published in 1807, was the first to dis-
cover that this supposed sloth was a bear peculiar to
the mountains of India. It is the largest species of the
three mw known to inhabit Continental India, aad is
altogether superior to then} in general intelligence and
docility. M. Duvaucel assures us it is often met with
in the mountaivs of Silhet; and that the natives declare
it is exclesively frugivorous, or living only upon fruits
and vegetables. © As beifig the most common species in
Bengal, and possessing peculiar docility, it is frequently
educated by the Indian juggler, and taught to exhibit
for the amusement of the vulgar. Its metions are easy,
as the body is long, and the limbs elevatgd. Nodin
further is known of its natural economy, and wg are-
uncertain whether any living specimen is existing at
this time in England.

\
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Tae Coxyox Racoox.

Procyon lotor, Cuv. North. Zool. 4. 367 Ursus lotor, Linn.
Le Ratan, Buffon. Raccoon Bear, Peanant.

Although this animal has been long known to natu-
ralists, and is often seen in menaferies, we are without
any very detailed information Jegarding its natural
habits. Dr. Richardson enumerates the racoon as inha-
biting the southern districts of the fur countries belong-
ing to British America; and although it does not appear
to have actually falleggunder his observation, the short
account he was able t’lprocure of it is most probably
authentic. 1In its native state it sleeps by day, comes
from its retreat in the evening, and prowls in the night
in search of roots and other vegetables, as well as birds
and insects ; although it is said mgrely to eat the brains
and suck the blood of such birds as it kills : at lot water,
1t frequents the sea showe, tb feed on crabs and oysters:
it is fond of dipping its food" into water before it eats,
whence its specific name. It is an ahimal with a fox-
like countenance, but with much of the gait of a bear;
and, being partially plantigrade, it was classed by Lin-
neus in the genus Ureus. It climbs trees with facility.
The fur is used in the manufacture of hats ; and about
one hundred skins are annwally imported from the Red
River, in lat. 50°, by the Hudson's Bay company.

In captivity, the racoon, like all othbr noiumnl ani-
mals, is heavy and stupid during the day, whan it rolls
itself up, placing the head between the thighs. It is
gasily tamed, and "soon becomes familiar, but does not
appear capable of much attachment or docility. * The
racgon seems to be a well known inhabitant of the
greatest pard of North America.

+The total length is about two feet dhd a half. The
hair of the body is grizzled. The tail, which is about ten
inches long, is bushy like the brush of a fox: the feet
are short, and all the toes armed with long, strong claws,
fit for burrowing, :

F 4
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Tue Amimmm Banaer.

Meles Labradoria, Richardson. North, Zocl. i. 37. Ursus
Labradoricus, Linn. Carcajou, Buffon. American Badger,
Sabine, Brairo et Siffleur, French Canediuns, (Fig. 10.) }‘ 3

The American badger differs totally from that of
< % Europe, which has a darker,

coarser, and much shorter
fur, and is marked with
w ned lines of white
= : S® on the head: it is also a

B W= more carnivorous animal.

’fm JSE= Its range to the north ex-
* tends to the banks of the
Peace River, in lat. 587 and it abounds on the plains =/
watered by the Missouri. In a state of nature, it is a slow |
and timid animal, mking,to'ihe first earth it reaches when *
pursued ; but, as it burrows with great facility, it soon
places itself out of danger. The strength of its fore feet
and claws is so great, that one which had insiauated
only its head and shoulders into a hole, resisted the ut-
most efforts of two strong young men, who endeavoured
to drag it out by the hind legs and twil. The sandy
plains in the neighbourhood-of the Saskatchewan River,
as Dr. Richardson observes, are so perforated by badger
holes, thatghey become a great annoyance to horsemen,
and are ceven dangerous swhen the ground is covered
with snow. These holes are partly dug by the badgers
for habitations ; but the greater number of them are
merely enlargements of the burrows formed by two
species of marmots (Arctomys Hoodii and Richardsongi),
which the badgers dig up and prey upon. * When the
snow covers thé ground, this animal rarely or never
quits its hole ; where, in fact, it passes the winter in a
torpid state: it does not lose much flesh during this
long hybernation, which usunlly lasts from November to
April ; for on coming abroad in the spring, it is gene-
rally fat. We know not of any living specimens now
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in England, and cannot, therefore, speak of this species
in a state of confinement, .

The size is rather less, and the form not so thick, as
that of the European badger. The fur is very soft and
fine. The general colour is hoary grey: the top of the
head is darker, divided by a nfrrow white line. The
usual length (including the tgil, which is six inches)
does not exceed two feet and a half. ® s

Tue Javasese BADGER.
Meles Javanensis, S#au. Mephitis Javanensis, Rafffes. Le
Télegon, Fred. C . Mydaces miliceps, ditto, Horsfield.
Teledu, Javanese. Seng-gung, Sunda oJavanese. Teleggo,

Sumatrese,

The Javanese badger appears to be that connecting link
in the chain of nature by whicheshe unites the mephitic
weasels with the true badgers. We shall therefore regard
it as belonging to the®lattgr gribe, although it Ims been
elevated to the rank of a distinet genus.  Dr. Hors-
field has given us some long and imeresting details on
the Structure and habits of this curious animal, but we
regret our limits will only admit of a few brief extracts.

In its natural state, the Javanese badgeg presents a
singular,fact in it geographic distribution. It is con-
fined exclusively to thote mountains in Java which
are elevated more than 7000 feet above ghe level of the
sea.  On ascending these mountains, scatgered over the
whole island, the traveller is sures to meeé with this
animal, which is_well known to the inhabitants of these
elevated regions ; whereas to those of the plains it 15 as
strange as,any quadruped from a foreign counfry. In
the rich vegetable soil of these districts and elevated
valleys, lost of the European pulse and fruit grow with
luxuriance, and it is here the badger holds its range as
the ancient proprietor of the soil ; it is & great annoy-
ance to the inhabitants, from its destroying the roots of
young plants. It uses its nose, like the hog, to burrow

* North. Zool. L 40. .
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in the earth; and as it feeds during the night, its track,
in the morning, may Le traced by small ridges of mould
recently turned up. !

Its dwelling is made in the earth, and with considerable
ingenuity. It selects some spot adjoining the root of
a large tree; it here cdastructs a chamber beneath the
surface, of a globular form, and several feet in diameter;
it makes the sides perfectly smooth and regular ; it then
proceeds to Take a subterraneous conduit or avenue,
about six feet in length, the external entrance to which
is concealed with twigs and dry :m In this retreat,
like the badger, it remains con during the day,
issuing forth at night to search after insects and worms.
Of the latter it seems very fond; and it is, no doubt,
in searching after them that this animal injures the
seedling plants, without any intention of devouring the
latter. Phey live in pairs, and the female produces
two or.three young at a birth. Like the mephitic
weasels, it possesses the powér of ejecting an extremely
offensive odour, which spreads to so great a distance as
to infect the eatire neighbourhood of a village ; and in
the immediate neighbourhood of the discharge it is so
strong as often to produce syncope. It cannot, how-
ever, be propelled to a greater distance than about two
feet, which is a much weaker discharge than What can
be effected by the skunk weasel of America. When
the natives gudden'.y surprise this animal, the flesh is
scarcely imoregnated with the offensive odour, and it is
then said to be very delicious. .

In confinement, and when taken young, it is not fe-
rocious,and may be easily tamed. An individual kept
by Dr. Horsfield, soon became gentle, and was so well
reconciled to its situation as at no time to emit its of-
fensive fluid. Wlhile the doctor had it drawn, it was
tied to a small stake, about which it moved briskly, bur-
rowing the ground with its snout and feet asif in search
of food, without taking any notice of the bystanders.
On having some earthworms brought to it, the animal
fell on them voraciously, holding one extremity with its

\
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.
claws, while its teeth were employed to tear the othef:
having consumed about ten or tygelve, it became drowsy,
and making a small groove in the earth, in which it
scemed to place its snout for protection, it composed it-
self very deliberately, and was soon sound asleep.

The appearance of this aninfal, from the heavy form
of its body, the shoftness and strength of the neck, and
its obtuse snout, reminds the observer of the figure of
a hog. The fur is warm, adapted to thé cold regions
which the animal ifthabits ; it is composed of long deli-
cate hairs, silky atgthe base, and very closely set: the
colour is blackish brown, more or less intense, on every
part of the body; but from the crowa to the tip of the
tail is a broad streak of yellowish white. The tail is
scarcely half an inch long, but it is bushy, and the hairs
being lengthened, makes it appear longer. The offensive
matter is contained in two glands near the extremity of
the rectum. . "

Tue Braziuiaxy Racoow, or €oarr Moxpr.
.

Procyon Nasua, Nob. Viverra Nasua, Gmelin. Nasua rufa
ct fusca, Desmarest.

The Braziliansame of Coati Mondi, oriffinally given
by Martgrave to this angimal, has been preserved toit
by the common consent of showmen and compilers.
We have already shown the inexpediency of naturalising
such names, not only as gjving no defini®e ideas of the
animals so designated, but as leading to erroneous and
sometimes to palpably false conclusions. We have,
therefore, ventured to term the species now uader con-
Sideration} the Brazilian racoon, as appearing to asso-
ciate mare naturally with that animal than with any
other ; and, although it has evidentls some peculiarities,
we place it in the same genus, rather than form it into
a new one.

The Brazilian racoon, in its native state, is said to
live in small troops, in woods adjoining cultivated
grounds, particularly sugar plantations, where itscauses _
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miuch injury to the canes. The sense of smell appears
to be particularly acutd M. Fred. Cuvier, speaking of
a living specimen which e describes in the Paris me-
nagerie, says, that its nose is in perpetual motion, as
it is applied to every object presented to its notice, as if
the animal intended to ftel by it: the snout is obviously
of considerable use in assisting the animal to hunt after
earthworms and underground insects, in which occu-
pation he uses his fore paws for digging; with these also
he conveys his food to his mouth, not in the manner
of monkeys, but by digging his nailg into the food. In
climbing, also, the fore paws are much used: in descend-
ing, he always came down head foremost, using the nails
of the hinder ones as hooks ; for which purpose they are
capable of being greatly bent inwards. Its voice is de-
scribed as like a gentle hissing when pleased, and as
very shrilk and piercing when influenced by pain or
displeasere.  Its smell is stronf aud disagreeable. The
tail is always carried in an ‘elevated position.

This species is sabject to so much variation in colour,
that we see no bvidence, sufficiently strong, for consider-
ing the red and the brown coati of the French writers
as distinet species.  Even M. Fred. Cuvier, who appears
to have had”living specimens of botlf before his eyes,
ppears to us entirely to have failed in establishing a

specific difference ; indeed, this very able zoologist de- :

clares, after the’moft minute comparison, that he can
detect no difference between them but colour. As to
the brown coati, it appears that it seldom happens that
two specimens are ever found alike ; afd every variety
of shades between brown and fawn-colour, may be
traced : in most of these there is a white line along the

nose, and three other white spots round the ey2. The

tail varies greatly ;*it is sometimes entirely black, but
is more frequently covered with alternate rings of deep
brown and fawn-colour. .

' The fawn-coloured variety is chiefly found towards
Paraguay, A specimen then living in the Paris me-
- nageri® enabled M. Cuvier to observe the following
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traits in its character : —1It had previously enjoyed
complete liberty, and was found ‘1 useful inhabitant of
the barns and stables of its master, which it soon cleared
of rats and mice, which it caught with great dexterity ;
it would also search in the garden for worms and snails,
On being put undey restraint, it bit at every person ;
but, as soon as it came to be gegularly fed, it evinced
much docility ; it would thrust its long mpzzle under a
sleeve or waistcoat, apd utter a little soft ery of pleasure.
When it scratched itself, it frequently made use of both
its fore paws at once; and it had a singular custom of
rubbing the base of its tail between its fore paws,—an
action which appeared quite inexplicable. 1t soon took
a fancy to a little dog; and, as the friendship seemed
mutual, they were both allowed to inhabit the same
cage. . -

> -
YugaPerro.
Cereoleptes caudivolvulus, Jiliger.  Vaverra caudivolvula,

Schireber.  Potat, Buffon.  Yellow Matauco, Pennunt.
Kinkajou, Desmarest.

This is one of the most singular and appaently ano-
malous guadruped? we have yet mentioned. It is from
the forests of South Am®rica, and is by no means an
uncommon animal in the menageries of Europe. Its
general appearance is so much like that of @ lemur, that
Pennant classed it, without desitation, with shat family,
while in its teeth and feet it shows a strong affinity to
the feline race ; froh these last, however, it essentially
differs in having a long prehensile tail.  Of its natural
Rabits little appears to be known. Baron Humboldt
affirms that it makes use of its long tongue to suck
honey, and hence is & great destroyer of the nests of
bees : this habit has procured for it, smong the mis.
sionaries, the name of the Honey Bear.

M. Fred. Cuvier records some interesting particulars
of an individual in the Royal collection, which wil] tend

“much to show the probable situation of this animalin =
»
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the circle of nature, Its size was that of a domestic
cat ; but its whole pf]y?gnomy was remarkably like
that of a lemur. The fur also, in its smoothness, soft-
ness, and thickness, bore a strong resemblance to that
of the latter animal: it was not so high; but it had very
much of the same gait, especially behind, although it
walked altogether on the goles and the palms. It was slow
in its movements, which seemed executed with difficulty ;
(this, it is presumed, was when upon the ground only;)
but when it sprang forward, or jumped, it seemed ex-
tremely active. Its large eyes, almost directed forward,
seemed to complete the resemblance which the animal
had to the family “of lemurs.

In its disposition this individual was extremely mild,
and very fond of being caressed. It passed the entire
day, like the lemurs, insleeping ; the head reclined on
the breast, and covered around by the arms. When
awakenéd in the day, it ol;vigusly“suﬂ‘ercd much distress
from the glare of light, and sought to conceal itself in
the darkest cornér. By caresses, however, it would
sometimes be induced to play; but the moment *they
ceased, the necessity of sleep seemed to overcome it.
As twilight, advanced, it would gradually awaken, ad-
vance a few paces, utter a bleating®sound, agd throw
out its very long tongue: it would then drink, and take
its food, which, consisted of bread, biscuit, and fruit, It
sometimes ats meat, but showed a decided partiality for
vegetable dlet. The fore paws were generally used to
carry food to the mouth,—a character belonging to all the
lemurs. Like those animals, also} the potto climbed
with great dexterity; while, in descending, it would cla
with its hind legs, so as completely to turn back the
foot,—an action wgﬁch must depend upon a pe€uliar con.
formation of the leg. The prehensile tail was often nsed
to prevent falls, and even to draw objects towards the
animal which could not be reached by the hands, Jts
voice, when placid, was a goft hiss ; but when frritated,
it rermbled the barking of a young dog.

The general colour of the animal is yellowish grey,
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which is of a deeper or more goldgn tint on the sides of
the head and the middle of ghe breast and body: the
eyes are large and black, and the ears and muzzle dull
violet. All the hairs of the fur are grey till within
one third of their length ; the lafter portion being yel-
lowish: the tail, towards the end, is darker than the
colour of the body. . .

-
Tue Wosvermse, or GrLurros.

Gulo luscus, Sabine. Rich. North. Zool. i. 41. Ursus luscus,
Linneus.  Gulo Arcticus, Desmarest. Wolverine, Pennant.
Kablee-arioo, Esquimauz Indians. «Carcajou, French
Canadians,  Quickehatch, English Canadians.

The glutton, of which such strange and incredible
stories have been handed down by compilers of zoology
for the last hundred years, is supposed by Dr. Richard-
son, with every appearice’of gruth, to be no oth@ than
the American wolverine ; ‘an animal, of which this
enterprising traveller was the first who®has given us any
authentic history. From his observaﬁoﬁs, therefore,
contained in the admirable volume upon American qua-
drupeds, with which he has enriched sciencey we shall
extract thg followin® account.

. The wolverine was first described by La Hontan,
who says it is very like a badger, RQut that it is
larger and fiercer.” Tt is carnivorous, and fgeds chiefly
upon the carcases of heasts that have been kilked by ac-
cident. It has gréat strength, and annoys the natives
by destroying their hdards of provisions, and demolish-
ing their marten traps, It is nevertheless so suspicious,
a5 garely to enter a trap itself ; but, beginning behind,
pulls it to picces, scatters the logs of which it is built,
and then runs off with the bait. Iithis Tespect its
IMABNETS are quite as singular as those with which it has
been mvestal%:y fietion. Tt feeds likewise upon mea-
dow mice, marmots, and other similar animals ; and it
will occasionally disable quadrupeds of a much larger
size, ““ I have seen one,” saye Dr. Richardson, ¢ chas-
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ing an American hare, which was at the same time pur-

sued by a snowy owl In its gait it resembles the
bear, and is not fleet ; buf it is very industrions, and no
doubt feeds well, as it is generally fat. It is much
ahroad during winter, and itsjtrack over the snow in a

single night, may be offtn traced for many miles, Its legs

being short, ils progresg through fhe loose snow is dif-
. ficult; but when it falls upon the heaten track of a marten
trapper, it will pursue it for a long way. Mr. Graham
confirms this singular habit of the ‘wolverine destroying
the traps, which it certainly could never have learned
before these regions were inhabited by the fur traders.
“ The wolverines,” obeerves Mr. Graham, in his un-
published M3S.# © are extremely mischievous, and do
more damage to the small fur trade, than all the other
rapacious animals comjeintly. They will follow the
marten Hunter's path round a line of traps extending
forty, Afty, or sixty miles, nferehy to come at the baits,
and thus render the whofe dnserviceable. They are not
fond of the martens themselves, but never fail of tearing
them in piechs, or of burying them in the snow Ly the
gide of the path, at a considerable distance from the
trap. Drifts of snow often conceal these repositories, thus
made by the martens, from the humier ; in which case
they furnish a regale to thes hungry fox, whose saga-
cious nostril guides him unerringly to the spot.  Two

or three foxes ar often seen following the wolverine

for this purpose.”, :

Dr. Richardson remarks, that the wolverine s said
to destroy great numbers of beavers; liut it must be only
in the gummer, when those industrious animals are at
work on land, that it can surprise them. “"An attempt
to break open their houses in winter, even sipposing it
possible for the ‘claws of a wolverine to penetrate the
thick mud walls when frozen as hard as stone, would
only have the effect of driving the be®ers into the
water, to seck for shelter in their vaults on the borders
of the dam. The wolverine, although said to defend

& Cited by Dr. Richanison,

.
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itself with sucerss aguinst all oth quadropeds, flies
from the face of man, £
The geographic range of this animal is over the whale
northern part of Ameriea, from Labrador and Davis's
'\"if::;its to the shores of the Pacifie, Tts bones have even
found in Melville Island, and it is commeon in Ca-
nadﬂ. ™ i
The total length is a little more than three feet.  The
head is broagd, compact, and suddenly rounded off, while
in the shape of its jaws it resembles a dog. The whole
AEpect indicates great strength, without mmueh activity.
The fur greitly resembles that of the black bear, being
of % black or dark brown colour, with :t"paler band on
each side the Hanks : there are some white marks also
on the throat and chest, which are not constant in their
qblmpea, The claws are strong andesharp,

- -
-
Tnz Baxpen or Sovry Aarmiois Worverive.

. Guln vithitus, Cupier. Viverra vittata, Z.ing, = Grison, I,
Petit Fruret, Azura. .

This may be considered the representative of the Jast
Species, or common wolverine, in South Amerim, since
it appears tgstricted td those latitudes gouth of the equi-
noctial lines” According to Azara, it is VETY common in
Paraguay, but appears scarce in Surinag. Ve cannot
trace what are the intermediate countries jt®inhahbits,
In a state of nature it is saide to be & most {frecious
little animal, living entirely upon small quadrupeds,
birds, reptiles, &e. = * ; fladhs

In confinement it preserves ifs sanguinary disposition,

If nigr well supplied with food ; but it yet appears ea-
N Pable of a eain degree of domesticatiop, and even of
docility. M. F. Tuvier gives the following account of
‘one which was #hen living in the Paris menagerie s

- Although it was so far tamed a= to be fond of play,

* it did not appear g recognise any person in particular,
It =eemed to derive great pleasure from ‘ht‘mg stroked
down the back, When invited to play, it mrnu]d turn

- . ol
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over, return with its paws the caresses it received, and
gently bite the fingers, but never so as to hurt or wound
them. It almost appeared as if the creature knew the
degree of resistance which the skin was capable of mak-

ing, and that it proportioned the force of its bite accord- -~

ingly, when it wished to express jts joy ; it seemed also-*

to know the fingers =f a person without seeing them.
It preserviid, however, its natural thirst of blood for all
those living beings which could become its prey; since
one day it broke the bars of its cage to attack a lemur
that was within feach, and mortally wounded it. Upon
catching a bird, it killed it directly, and laid it by as if
for store; it did the same with such part of its ndhal
provisions as it did not appear immediately to want.”
The size of the Grison, as the French call this animal,
is rather small, the length measuring about eighteey {

inches ¥rom nose to tail: the body is lengthened ; ang | »

as the toes are half conpected by a membrane, Dr. Trail”

considers it as belonging to the otter. genus.  The co-
lour of the fur, unlike most other quadrupeds, is darker
underneath than upon the back : it is of a pale grey co-
lour, mixed with silky black ; or, rather, each hair is

alternatqly coloured with black and yellowish white, '

This is the upper colour; but that of the muzzle, lower
jaw, throat, chest, and body, is deep black : in addition
to this, therg is a pale grey or whitish line, which springs
from between the eyes, and passes over the ears to the
sides of the neck. The tail is six inches long.

Tur Rarrern, or Care Wonvening,

Gulo mellivors, Nobis. Viverra mellivora, Gmelin, Rattel,
Sparman.  Fizzler Weasel, Pennant.  Ratellus Ratel, Fred.
Cuvicr. .

This animal, which seems to have a (-*,ﬂc affinity with
the preceding, is placed conditionally in'the same genus.
It is sometimes brought from Southern Africa; but,
although by no means uncommon, we do not find any
record of living examples in our menageries.

.

o
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In its native country, as Mr. Daniel informs us*®, the
choice food of the rattel is said to ve honey ; and na-
ture has endowed it with a hide so very thick, that it

.{ cannot be penetrated by the sting of a bee. It is 5o

-\ particularly tenacious of life, that g dog with great diffi-

: culty succeeds in killing it ; and even wanton cruelty is
long in depriving him of existence: A

The rattel is a thick, heavy shaped animal, with rather

. a large head, and destitute of external ears. The fur is

long and rough. The upper parts of the head, neck, back,

A and tail are ash-coloured, while the muzzle and all the

‘ ] nr;*‘r parts are black ; the two colours being separated by

. a bright grey line.

Tur Minx, or Visox WEASEL.

ison, Linneus, Rich, North. .7001 i. 48. Ia Vison,

g '(" Mustela V.
] . Buffon, Mipx Otter, Pennant. >

We now, pass to such animals of the weasel tribe s
* are most likely to come under common obgervation in
3 menageties ; or whose skins, as articles of dress or of
f comuerce, are ingpeneral use; and of which, con-
r o sequently, something should be known by everysone.
" The ming is one of the most common animals of the
fur countries of North Awferica, and its habits have
been thus detailed by Dr. Richardson., It,is a much
nore aquatic animal than others of its congeners, pass-
ing ‘much of its time in the"water, 2o which, when
pursued, it retreats, in preference to seeking its escape
by land. Tt walks slowly, but can swim and diyve so
s well as to renyi'in a considerable time under water. Its
shors fur, forming a smopth glossy coat, its tail, exactly
like that of 43 otter, and the shortness of its legs, denote

. its aquatic habits, During summer it preys upon small
fish, spawn, shells, &c. ; but in winter, when its watery
haunts are

frozen over, it will hunt mice on land, or
travel t0 a considerghle distance, through the snow; in
search of a fgll gp rapid where the water has not yet begn

* Daniel, African Scenory.
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frozen. When lrn}tatcd it exhales, next to the skunk,

the most fetid smell’of any animal in the fur countries:

this odour resides in a fluid, secreted by two glnnds o 7
situated behind. When in the water it betrays no\
mm(luy, since it wil) appmach a canoe, as if from cu.k P
riosity ; but the moment it perceives the flash of a gun,

or any unusual moverent, it instantly dives.

In confinement the minx is easily tamed, and is ca-
pable of strong attachment. In this state it is observed
to sleep much in the day, and to be fond of warmth.

Dr. Richardson mentions one which he saw in the pos-
session of a Canadian woman, and which passed the day

in her pocket, looking out occasnonally when its attenfion

was roused by any unusual noise. Like the cat, how-
ever, this animal is easily offended, and will, on a sudden
provocation, bite thise who are most kmd to it, not. . .
withstanding its fondness for bemg caressed.

The fur, although very. find’in texture, is <o short as
to be of little value as an article of commerce ; so great
is the inflvence of fashion in preferring appearance to
use. Dr. Richardson even says, that at many of' the re-
mote stations of the Hudson's Bay c@mpany, these skins
are taken by the traders from the Indians, merely to
accommodate the latter, and afterwards busmt, because
they will not repay the &éxpense of carriage! How
many hundreds of the lower orders of people in this
country ntight be made comfortable by these skins, were
they pcthted D be sent us free ofduty

The size is less than that of the pine marten, but,
from the great length of its ncclc it is nearly as long
The fur is of two sorts, — one a very dense down, the
other composed of longer and stronger bmrs these
latter form a smooth shining coat of a chocolate or, I
umber brown colour, and completely conceal the dowr
beneath : the head and the belly are paler; and the
lower jaw is white, with & narrow brown mark at the
end. The whiskers are shorter than the head, and are
remarkably strong.

&
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Tue Peraxw, or Frsapr ;Weaser,

Musieln Canndensis, Linn. North“Zool. i. 52. Le Pekan,
‘Buff:  Fisher, Pennant,  Pennant's Marten, Godman.
Otcheek, Cree Indians. Pekan, Canadian Foyagers. We-
Jack, or Fisher, Fur Traders. Wagdshock, Hudson’s Bay
Company’s Sale Lists. _

This animal was long confountled, both by voyagers
and naturalists, with the minx; .so that® although
abundant in the fur countries towards Hudson's Bay,
Dr. Richardson appear}s 10 be the first writerwho distinctly
described it. From the Northern Zoology, we learn
thag it is a larger and stronger animal than any of the

_ varieties of the pine marten, but that its manners are

‘ similar}—climbing trees with equal facility, and preying

 _ chiefly upon mice, It lives in damp woods ; in which

) respect it differs from the martens, who prefer the dryest

places in the pine forests. . The fisher is said to prey,

during summer, upon froge; $ut it appears that its

favourite food is the Canadian porcuping, which it kills

by bitipg on the belly. It does not seek it food in the

water, although igis well known to plunder the hoards

of frozen fish ln&p by the natives. Its geographic

o range is very wide, extending from Pennsylvanis’to Great

- Slave Lake} and completely peross the continent,

The fur has a considerable resemblance to that of the

common pine marten in its summer «dres ; but it is

harsher, and much less valuable ; and the affimal itself

is nearly twice, the sordinary size of the other. f Some

thousands are anmually killed in the Hudson's Bay
“They pekan is very dif

The geneml physiognomy of the pekan is very dit-

A ferent f%onx\ thal: gf Ee marten : when the latter is

threatened, its features resemble those of an enraged

4 cat ; whereas the expression of the pekan more resembles

/" thatof a dog. The colour of the fur, outside, is blackish

brown, with a considerable lustre : the throat, belly, and

legs are brownigh black ; sometimes there 1s a white

spot between the fore lege, or on the throat, and another

= 6 38
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between the hind legs, but these marks are not constant.
The tail is clothed gvith long black hair. In the Hud-
son’s Bay museum there is a white variety of the pekan, _
having only the nose and feet brown ; but this colour 1.5)’_

rarely met with. =
o
Tax Huvson'% Bay Weiser, or Skusk.

Mephitis Hudsonica, Rich. North. Zool. i. 55. Mephitis
Americatin, Sabine. Skunk Weasel, Pennant.  Seccawk,
Cree Indians.

There exists, both in America and in Southern Africa,

a certain race of weasels, which are provided by nature

with a very singular, and even formidable, mode of self-

defence. This consists in the power of ejecting, at will,

a most insupportable and offensive stench, which is as

noxious to man, as it is to all other animals exceptingy,

those of its own tribe. The history of these quadrupeds, §
or, aore properly, their %spesific distinctions, requiré” >
much investigation ; siffesthey are all more or less black,
marked with very distinct white stripes. We shall,
therefore, confine our attention to that which.is now
best known from the personal obserggtions of Dr. Rich-
ardson, and which is, in all proba , a peculiar ¥pe-

cies. s
The skunk of Hudson's Bay is not an’ uncormon

animal in the district it inhabits, chiefly frequenting the

rocky and Woody parts. In summer it feeds upon frogs
and mige; but it passeg the winter in a hole, seldom
stirring abroad, and then only for & short distance. 1t

has a slow gait, and can be overtakén without difficulty ;

it mykes, in fact, but a poor attempt to escape, appa-

rently trusting to its power of discomfitirfy its purguers

by the discharge of its noisome fluid. © W
The stench af this fluid is one of the most powerful:

and disgusting in nature, and is so durable, that the

spot where a skunk has been killed will retain the taint

for many days. ‘The liquor is contained in a small bag

placed at the root of the tail; it is of a deep yellow

colour ; and the animal can eject it to the distance of

- L
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nearly four feet. Mr. Graham observes, that he knew '
several' Indians who lost their eyesight, in consequence of
inflammation from this cause; and Dr. Richardson says
that he has known a dead skunk, thrown over the stock-
ade. of a trading port, produce instant nausea in several
women in a house with closed doors upwards of a hun-
dred yards distant.* © Our traveller adds, “One may,
however, soon become familiarised with it; for, not-
withstanding the disgust it produces at first] 1 managed
to skin a couple of recent specimens, by recurring to
the task at intervals.” Tf the carcase is not touched by
this fluid, the flesh is considered by the natives as ex-
cellent food. 5

In general appearance, the skunk is a very pretty
animalz it has a Jong bushy tail, and its aspect more
resembles that of a wolverine than of a marten:. it
stands low on its legs, and has a broad, thick body, and
wide forehead; the bedy «is broadly striped by, black
and white ; but the cheeks, arftl all the under parts, are
entirely black. The fur, although long, is coarse, and
is but little yalued in commerce. The claws on the
fore feet are vegy strong and long, being adapted for
dRging, and argery unlike those of the martens.

Tue Enyuse, or Srtoar.

Mustela erminea, Linnans, Stoat Weasel, Peanant. Puto-
rius ermines, Cuier. Scegoos and Shacooshew, Cree Ju-
diens, Ferreeya, Esquimanx JIndians. North. Zool. 1. 46.

It may he nccjlcg,s to inform most of our readers
that the beantiful fur called ermine is the winter dress,
in high norghern latitudes, of the common stoat, th_e pest
aid detestation of those farmers upon whose premises it

. takes up its abode, Although, therefore, itisa British

animal, we introduce it here to enrich our pages with
some authentic accounts of its manners as witnessed in
America ; for, strange to sy, our native Fn}ma has
been s0 much neglected, that we frequently are indebted

» North. Zool. k 55 .
¢ &
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to foreigners or travellers for facts and aneedotes of those
animals which live ynder our very threshold. As with
us, the ermine often domesticates itself in the habi-
tations of the American fur traders, where it may be"
heard the live-long night, pursuing the white-footed e
mouse (Mus leucopusy, a species peculiar to those coun. /
tries.  Captain Lyon, in his usufl animated style, men-
tions his having seen”an ermine track the steps of a
mouse, liké a hound after a fox. < I alsg observed,”
says he, ““a curious kind of burrow in the snow, made
by the ermines, which was pushed up in the same man-
ner as the tracks of moles through the earth in Eng-
land. These passages run in a serpentine dineetion;
and near the hole, or dwelling-place] the circles are my].
tiplied, as if to render the approach more intricate,”
Captain Lyon also gives ut the following amusing {
sketch of an ermine he kept alive : — “ He yas o fierce
little fellow ; and the instant he,obtained daylight in his *‘f)
new dwelling, he flew af the bars and shook them with =~
the greatest fury nittering a very shrill, passionate cry, and
emitting a strong musky smell: no threats or teasing
would induce him to retire to the ¢l ing-place ; and
whenever he did so of his own accord ™he slightest nfly.
bing on tile bars was sufficient to bring him out. He
soon took food from the hand, but not until He had first
used every exertion to reach and bite the fingers which
conveved it.”* ©

The fur some twenty, years ago, was one of the most
expensive sorts,—a small tippet being then sold at from
three to five guineas ; at present, however, its valye is
considerably less,—indeed, so little, that Dr, Richardson
says the skins will not repay the Hudson' Bay cop-
pany the expense of collecting ; hence very few are “.(
brought to England from ﬂrl.n! quarter. it

The stoat is as cominon in J}mcnca as it is in the
colder parts of Europe and of Asia. I Y Was very common
near the (arleton House Station, and in the most remote
arctic districts, and extends to the middle parts of the
United Stazes,
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Tae Caxapiax Ozr7ER.

Lutra Canadensis, Rich. North? Zool. i 57. Loutre de
Canada, Buffon. Common Otter, Peanant. Noeckek,
Cree Indians.  Capucca, Nootka Sound Indians.

The otters may be called aquhtic weasels, since they
both evince the same” ferocity of disposition, are inces-
santly hunting small animals, and have the same length
and slenderness of body. It was long sipposed that
the otier of Canada perfectly resembled that of Britain ;
but Buffon rightly conjectured that they were distinct ;
and it now appears that there is a third species, peculiar
to the warm latitudes of South Americs. The manners,
indeed, of the Canadian, are almost the same as those of
the European otter. It frequents the falls and rapids
of the rivers, to have the advaniage of open water ;
and when its usual haunts are frozen overy it will
traverse the snow for ja great distance in seanch of
such spots as may not ye? Be covered with ice. If
on these journeys it is scen and spursued, it will
throw, itself forward on its belly and slitle through the
snow for several yards, leaving a deep furrow behind it.
This movement i repeated with so much rapjdity, that
even a swift runnerson snow shoes has much trouble in
overtaking'it., It also dogbles on its track with much
cunning, and dives under the snow to elude its pursuers.
When closely pressed, it will turn &nd %efend itself
with great obstinacy. In thg spring of 189 at Great
Bear Lake, the otiers frequently robbed the fishing-nets
Wwhich were set under the ice at the distance of a few
yards from a piece of open water : they general]'y e'arm‘:d
Oﬂ; the heads of the fish, and leit the bodies sticking in

€ net,

The fur is an important article of ommerce, seven
OF ciglit thousand skins being annually imported into
England by the Hudson's Bay company ¢ it very much
resembles that of the bcavcr,.having the same general
colour ; and is of the same texture, that is, composed of
very fine waved ang shining down intermixed with lorfjzer
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and coarser hairs. In summer, when the hair is very
short, it is almost blagk ; but, as the winter advances, it
turns to a beautiful reddish brown, except a spot under
the chin, which is grey. Otter fur is nearly of the same
fineness with beaver wool ; but bemg ghorter, and not 80

‘well adapted for makmg felt, lts price ﬁuctuates more

with the fashion,

The size_is larger than that of the European otter;
the adult is gcnually about five feet long, of which the
tail occupies about eighteen inches: it is further dis-
tinguished ‘from the common species, by the colour of
the belly being the same as that of the back.

Thne Brazitiany Orrer.

Lutra Braziliensis, Ray. Mustela Braziliensis, Gmelin. Sars-
covienne dela Guyanns, Buffon. Brazilian Otter, Pennand,

Wa know very little of “this species, as regards its
general history; nor is it cértain that the otter of Para-
guay, described by Azara, is the same as that found in
the rivers of ‘Guiana. Should this, however, be estab-
lished, it would appear to be an animal capable of much

' docility, apd worthy of being domesticated.  Azara ob-
serves of one which was in confinement, that it ate fish,
meat, fruit, and bread very readily; although fhe former,
from being its most natural food, was always preferred.
It was so yery tame as to go about the streets, and re-
turn to its master’s house of its own accord : it knew all
the members of the family, and followed them with the
attachment of a dog, although a very little exercise was
sufficient to fatigue it: it knew and acknowledged its
name, and seemed fond of playing with the cats and
dogs of the house ; but as it sometimes bit #ery hard in
these frolics, mo one seemed very willing to join in
them. It was never known to attack the poultry, or do
any mischief, except to a very young pig, which it
would have killed, had it not been prevented. In other
Tespeets, the native manners of this and the European
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species were almost precisely the same, except that this
is gregarious, living in small societies of its own kind.

The size appears nearly equal to that of the Canadian
otter; and the fur is described as brown, with the throat
generally white, or white tinged with yellow. Several
females are said to inhabit a Eingle burrow, in which
they breed and rear their young,

Tur Javaxese or Stexper-cnawen OrTER.

Lutraleptonyx, Horsfield. - Melengsang, or Wargul, Javanese.
Anjing-ayer, of the Malays. Simung, of the Sumatrese.
The otter of Java and the Indian islands was first

discovered to be distinct from that of Europe by Dr.
Horsfield. Both in appearance and manners there is
a great resemblance between the two, but this appears a
much more ferocious animal ; yet, if taken young, and
gently treated, it beconfes mild and tractable, and’ in this
state it is occasionally seen in the dwellings of the na-
tives. In its wild state, it is found neag the sea, on the
bauks of all the Javanese rivers, but does not appear to
extend inland, 1If attacked, it is extremely ferocious,
and defends itself with great courage. Its Yaoice is “said
to resemble that of a human being when weeping, and
it shows great attachment’to its young.

The size is smaller than either the Enropean or Ca-
nadian otter ; but the fur has much the same character.
The co]om-, hoquer’ is of a lighl’ browfn, and the
claws much more slender.

: Tue Pixe MARTEN.

>
Martes f\b?t'tinum, Ray. Rich. North. Zool. 1. 51, Mustela

Martes, Linnaws,  La Marte, Buffon.’ Warpeestan, (,m
Indians, Wappanow, Monzonies, Wawbeechins, Algonguins.

in’hlc, American Fur Dealers. Marten, Hudson'sBay Sale
sty

OF the pine marten, although a native of Europe,
our information has been so trivial and defective,*that
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we are again indebted to Dr. Richardson for making us
better acquainted with a British quadruped by observing
its habits in America. I is one of the most important
fur-bearing animals, in regard to commerce, in the ter-
ritories of British America, and we accordingly intro-
duce it into our “ menagerie,” as possessing general
interest. é H

The pine marten of Europe appears, in every re-
spect, to be the same species as that of America ; and it
is distributed oft the latter continent, over all the
northern districts clothed with wood, from the Atlantic
to the Pacific ; it extends, in the same situations, over
the Asiatic side of Behring's Straits ; but in both con-
tinents is either very rare, or entirely unknown, in such
paris as are destitute of wood. Particular breeds or
races appear to inhabit gertain districts; that of Nipigan,
for instante, on the north of Lake Superior, has long
been noted for its black and valucble marten skins,

The habits of this animal are thus described by
Dr. Richardson: = In winter it preys upon mice, hares,
and partridges, and in summer upon eggs and &mall
birds. In severe seasons, and when pressed for food, it
does not rgject carrion, and is very ingenious in disco-
vering the hoards of meat and fish laid up by the
natives, which it invariablp pillages if the smallest
opening is left by which it can enter. When pursued and
its retreat cyt off, 1t sets up its hair, arches its back, and
makes a hissing naise like a cat: it will seize a dog by
the nose, and bite so hard as frequently to deter its ad-
versary from pursuit. The marten indy easily be tamed,
and it goon acquires an ailachment for its master, but it
never becomes docile.  The flesh is oceasiohally eatep,
but is not much estegmed. The females are saller than
the males. They’burrow in the ground.

The fur is fine, is much used for trimmings, and
is frequently dyed to imitate sablF and other expensgive
sorts. Its importance 2s an article of commerce may
be estimated from the fact mentioned by Dr, Richardson,
that upwards of 100,000 skins have long been collected

\
\
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annuailly in the fur countries. Its colour isa dull, pale,
greyish brown, or hair-brown, from the roote upwards ;
dull yellowish brown near the summit, and tipped with
dark brown or black ; the surface having a considerable
lustre: the hair of the tail is longer, coarser, and
darker. The yellowish white tarkings of the throat
vary in different individuals. Length of the head and
body from eighteen to twenty inches.

o

Tue Javaxese GeENETT.

Viverra Musanga, Raffles, Horsfield. Musang-bulem, Malays.
Luwak, Javanese.

There are circumstances connected with the economy
of this animal, which are peculiarly caleulated to awaken
our attention, and to excite cur admiration of those
means by which an Almighty Providence distributes the
productions of the cardh for, the benefit of mar. We
know not, indeed, whether the living animal has been
brought to Europe ; but, as it is of ‘a race capable of
living in confinement, it might easily be introduced into
our menageries,

The native manners of the Javanese geneit are very
similar tp those ¢f the common species. It is most
abundant near the village# adjoining large forests, where
it constructs a simple nest, like the squirrel, of dry leaves,
grass, or small twigs, on the fork of a branch, orin a
hollow trunk ; hence it saflies forth at night to visit
the sheds and lien-roosts of the natives, which it
Plunders of fowls' arld eggs. Its depredations are also
extended to the gardens and plantations, which it pil-
lages: of n'early all kinds of fruit, particularly pine-
apples.  » .

“The coffee plantations of Java,” observes Dr. Hors-
field, “ are 55 greatly infected by this animal, that it
has, on this account, obtained the name of the Coffee
Rat. It devours the berries in large quantities ; and it
visits are soon discovered by parcels of seeds which it
discharges unchanged. It selects only the ripest’ and
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most perfect fruits; and the seeds are cagerly collected
by the natives, as the coffee is thus obtained without the
tedious process of removing its membranaceous arillus,
or covering.” But this is not all. The injury which
these animals occasion to the coffee plantations are,
however, fully counterbalanced in another manner. The
berries pass through the.stomach of the animal without
the least injury to their vegetating powers : they are
thus conveyed to spots far distant from where they
originally came ; and having been selected, by the pecu-
liar instinct of the animal, from among the ripest and
best berries, they are more especially adapted for taking
root when deposited on the ground, which is at the
same time naturally manured for their reception : accord-
ingly, Dr. Horsfield found that this animal “ has pro-
pagated the coffee plant. in various parts of the forests,
particularly on the declivities of the fertile hills. These
spontareous groves,” he concludes, ““of a valuable fruit,
afford to the natives no inconsiderable harvest, while the
accidental discovery of them surprises and delights the
traveller in thé most sequestered parts of the island.*®

~ Tae Javasese Icasxeunox.

Herpestes Javanicus, Desmarest, Mnng"usta Javanica, Hors-
Jield. Manguste de Java, Fred. Cuvier. Garangan, Javanese.

The habits’of this species have been' given at some
length by Dr. Horsfield; who, during his residence in
Java, had frequent opportunities of studying them. Tt
seems a common animal, and is mote particularly found
in the Jarge teak forests of that island. Like the Egyp-
tian ichneumon, it attacks and kills serpents with ex-
cessive boldness, and its agility is greatly admired eyen
by the natives; it i¥ no less expert in burrowing the
ground in pursuit of rats.

When domesticated by being taken young, it is tame
and docile, possesses much natural sagacity, and evinees
great attachment to its master, whom it will follow like

*

* Zool Researches
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a dog : it is fond of being caressed, and frequently places
itself erect on its hind legs, regarding every thing that
passes with great attention. Its disposition is very
restless; and it is constantly fond of carrying its food
into the most retired place to devour it: all its habits are
very cleanly. It is exclusively carnivorous, and is very
destructive to poultry ; ¢émploying great artifice in sur-
prising the chickens: on this account it is rarely domes-
ticated by the natives: its sanguinary character, more-
over, sometimes shows itself in a manner which renders
it rather a dangerous animal; and it indulges, at intervals,
in fits of excessive violence,

The size and general form are much like those of the
other ichneumons, The colour of the fur, throughout,
is chestnut brown, minutely dotted with yellowish white;
but the head and legs are more of; a chestnut colour. The
tail is equal in length to the body. It is the Tehneu-
mon Javanicus of Geodfroy. §t. Hillaire ; which generic
name, however, as belonging to a tribe of insects, cannot.
be retained in this division of animals:

Tar Sasue.

Mustela Zibellina, Ijnnaus. Sable Weasel, Skafe. Sobol,
> Russil Sabbol, Swedes, Griff. Cuv.
>

The animal which furnishes the beautiful and costly
fur, known as $able, appears confinéd to' the north of
Europe and Asia ; at least, it did not fall,under the
observation of Dr.'Richardson, during his long residence
in the fur countriés ¢f America. Like the pine marten
both in appearance and habits, it frequents oqu fvood?d
digtricts, arid hunts during the night; but it lives in

ollow trecs, and not in subterrangous burrows. In a
wild state it devours the remnant of’carcases left by
the bears and wolyerines, but is also said to be fond of
the fruit of the wild service tree. If pressed by hunger,
it will attack ang destroy hares, or other similar animals
larger than itself ; and is said also to Kill the ermine
and wease], s
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In a state of confinement its docility has been illus-
trated by Steller, who mentions a sable, which he saw in
the palace of the archbisfiop of Tobolsk, which used to

quit its master's house, wander about the streets, visit

such persons as kindly treated it, and return again to its
own home like a dog. © .

The costliness of its fur frequently tempts the dealers
to prepare that of the marten so as to imitate sable ;
there is, however, one simple method by which the
deception may be detected. Marten fur will only lie
smooth in one direction ; whereas that of the sable will
lie smooth in gny way that the hairs may be placed,
The two animals; however, both in size and colour, are
much alike,

Tae Weasen-Car.

Prionotlon gracilis, Horsfield. Felis gracilis, )InrsﬁcM. Viverra
Lesang, Hardwickegys J)vlu\lxdlmg, Javanese,

It is not to record this elegant and most interestin
quadruped as sctually existing in our menageries, that we
introduce it in this place, but rather to awaken the at-
tention of those Europeans who may be living in its na-
tive country, to the scientific interestwhich would result
from a living specimen being cent to England. It seemg
one of those important links in the chain of nature,
which appear to connect two families of*animals ofher
wise distingt, but which arg thus brought into such close
contact, that even the scientific observer is almost per.
plexed to decide whether the characiers of one family, or
those of the other, are most predominant.

The Delundung, by which name this
known in Java, was first made known to
the indefatigable exertions of General H
considered it, although with doubt, as of th
and placed it with those mnimals according]y, D
Horsfield adopted the same views; but, upon more ma..
tured consideration, this naturalist transferred it to the
tigetcats. Syl however, by no meang satisfled that
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this was its true station, Dr. Horsfield subsequently re-
vised all his former opinions, apd finally placed it as a
genus intermediate between the two. We cannot, in
this place, detail all the different points of strueture in
 which this animal resembles, and_differs from, the wea-
" zels and the tiger-cats; but a glance at its figure will
show, even to the inexperienced smaturalist, how much
it resembles hoth, without having such dacided cha-
racters as to induce us to place it with either. As we
have a particular aversion to names which mean nothing,
or at least convey no definite idea to the English reader,
we have ventured to call this the Weasel-Cat. In its
native stafe it inhabits the vast forests of the eastern ex-
tremity of Java: but even there it is of such rarity that
Dr. Horsfield was only able to procure two specimens ;
g "either could he learn any thing of its manners or habits
from the natives,
The size is small : othe” hody measures about one
foot three inches, and the tail something more than
Janother foot. Its body is slender, it¢ head tapering,
and its muzzle sharp: the tail is long and thick, and
the limbs are slender and delicate. The whole animal is
elegantly marked with stripes and bands of desp brown
upon a palg yellowish white ground. There is a beau-
tifal specimen preserved in the East India company’s
museum, and which is figured in Dr, Horsfield’s
Researches, X -

¢ Tue Civer.

Viverrs Civetta, Gmelin. T Civette, Buffon. '{'hc Civet,
> 2 Pennant. (Fig. 11.)

“T'he odoriferous
substance produced
by this animel, al-
though now scarce-

= lyknownamong the
ol perfumes in \ise
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with Europeans, is so much prized by the inhabitants

of the East, that it formg with them an important article

of commerce. Father Poncel affirms that he has seen,

in Abyseinia, near 300 of these animals domesticated, \
and in the possession of one merchant; that the town )';»,—
of Enfras is celebrated for this trade, and that im< 7
mense numbers of this animal are there domesticated.
It appearsgalso, that, when this perfume was more in
demand, numbers of the civet were imported into -
Holland, and reared for the same purpose. Both trades,
however, so far as regards Europe, have very much de-
clined, and even the animal itself :is not oftc'n seen in
menageries. ‘

In confinement, the civet appears to be a remarkably
lethargic animal, being described as continually sleep-
ing, and as roused with much difficulty ; but this is \ ;
probably only during the day ; since nearly all the car- ,’
nivorous animals of this,trjbe ate nocturnal, and evince, -
during the night, the greatest activity. When irritated,
the musky odotir they send forth is very strong ;- and
from time to time the substance itself falls from the”
pouch in small pieces, shout the size'of a nut.

The bog, which' contains the perfumed substance, is
a remarkable peculiarity in the orgahisation of the civet ;
it opens immediately under the tail by a narrow slit,
which leads to two cavities, each large enough to contain
a nut: the internal surface is slightly elothed with fine
hairs, anfl perforated with small holes, each of which is
the orifice of an oval follicle, the surface of which is
again pierced with innumerable pores, from which issues
the perfumed substance.  By:means of certain muscles,
this substance is made to pass through all these cower- =
ings, and finally can be ¢jected by the aninfal from the &
first named orifice, when the secretion has been super-
abundant. These observations have been made by M.

Fred, Cuvier, from specimens which were dissected -at
the Paris menagerie. >

The length of the civet is nearly two feet and a half,
the tail measuring one foot. The body is marked by
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narrow transverse blackish bands upon a grey ground,
parallel on the shoulders, but lgrger and more irregular
on the body and thighs, where they sometimes assume
the form of those eye-like spots seen on the panther:
the neck has but three black stripgs on a white ground ;
the muzzle is entirely black, except the upper lip, which
is white : the tail has only four ®r five rings of black,
and the end, for nearly six inches, is entisely black ;
while the tail of the zibett has eight or ten rings, and
the end is black for only two inches from its tip.

Tae Ziserr. o
Viverra Zibetta, Linn., Gm. Zibet, Buffon.

This animal was long confounded with the true civet ;
but living specimens of both being in the Paris menagerie,
enabled M. Fred. Cuvier to state with precision the differ-
ences between them. IR a sipge of nature, it is befleved
to prey upon the smaller quadrupeds, birds, andreptiles,
and occasionally to eat fruits. Like “the civet, and

“all nocturnal animals, it is heavy and stupid during

the day, but becomes active as the night approaches,
When irritated, it expresses its resentment 4n much
the same vpice as thit of. a cat, bristling up its hairs,
and ‘hissing. It seems miich less widely distributed
than the last, although said to inhabit, the, same coun-
tries by writers who have evidently confounded the two
species. Tt secretes a substance equally strongfand by a
similar colﬁ"ormntiof., to that of the civet.

The colours differ"from those of the true civet in
several respects. The body is covered with small, round,
blagk spots, upon a grey or brownish ground ; whereas
those marke in the civet: assame the form of narrow,
transverse bands : ‘the neck is marked on each side with
four black hangs on a white ground ; and the muzzle,
which in the former animal is entirely black, is, in thig,
grey, With a conspicuous white spot over the eye, which
the civet does not possess: the tail is encircled wjth
eight or ten blackish rings, and the end is black for

n 2 e
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about two inches only from its tip: these rings, in
the true civet, are only four, or, at most, five; and
the black at the end of the tail extends to about six
inches. These distinctions are amply sufficient to prove
the two species to be paturally distinct,—at least, in the
opinion of any one who has gained some knowledge of
natural history from i.ature, rather than from books.

Tue Bevean Ticer. ¢
Felis Tigris, Linn., Anctorum.
OF all those animals destined by Providence to sup-

port their own life by the destruction of others, the
tiger of Bengal is the most ferocious. Before, however,

we enter upon any particulars of its history, it may be

as well to take a slight survey of those habits and pro-

pensities which more or less characterise the whole of |

this 1ormidable tribe : t]gis.' will save much useless repe~
tition when subsequently*noticing other species frequent
in our menageries : it will, besides, give the young student
a better insight into the history of this group of ahimals,
than were we to notice, in detached portions, those
habits which are alike common to all.

In our domestic cat we have an®epitome of the whole
race. Elegance of form, gracefulness of attitude, and
beauty of eglouring, distinguish this little tiger of our
kitchen ; and although the race has, probably, been do.
mesticatéd for centuriesy that mistrust and wariness,
which is o essential to its native hi'bits, has never been
eradicated in confinement. Between this little animal,
and the more formidable tigers of the tro‘pics, there is
not, in point of structure, the least difference ; and when
we watch a cat hunting a mouse or a bird, we shall
have a perfect 1dea of a Bengal tiger pursuing its deadly
propensities in the jungles of Hindostan.

The whole race may be said to delight in butchery ;
since they will destroy from the mere love of destruc-
tign, long after their natural appetite has been sated.
Their whole organisation is wonderfully adapted for ra-
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pine. Their consummate cunning and address in ap-
proaching their prey amply compensates for their de-
ficiency of speed, or, at least, of énduring long continued
running: did they, indeed, possess the fleetness of the
hare or of the horse, no created being could escape
“them ; but the endowments of PRovidence are always
justly balanced, and in proportion gs some are developeﬂ,'
others are withheld. It has been well obse.rved, with
reference to this subject, that if the feline race possessed
the same social instinct as is seen in the dog, or even
the wolf, of herding together and hunting in unison,
what could resist such overwhelming destruction ? The
earth would become almost a desert, and the human
race would be' driven from some of its most fruitful
portions. Like robbers and murderers of the human
race, the tigers choose the night fog their deeds of blood-
shed: at the close of day they quit the caverns or dark
recesses of the forest, and, with stealthy pace, prowl the
earth, and spring upon their prey with resistless force.
The night is no night to them, since their eyes are well
known+to be brilliant in darkness; while® their acute
sense of hearing and of smell, joined to the noiseless
tread of their feet, gives them every advantage which
their Truel jnstincts fequire. .

The geographic distribusion of the feline race is
marked by some singular facts connected with that of
other quadrupeds, which no writer, w bcﬂcgc, has yet
touched upon. There appears to be.no guestion that
the continent of Affica is that, above all others, which
contains the largest mfmber of quadrupeds, both as re-
gards bulk and numerical amount ; Asia stands’ next
in the scale;" America is decidedly inferior to both, but
exceeds evedy other region in the surprising number and
variety of its birds ; while the Europeaii range possesses
fewer native quadrupeds than either of the preceding
divisions. Now, as the feline race are destined to prey,
exclusively, upon living animals, we. find that they have
been distributed by Providence in an exact ratio to the
preceding scale. “I'he lion, the most bold and powerful

u 3 K
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of the whole tribe, is so scarce in Asia, as rarely to be
seen or even heard of ; butin Africa, all travellers agree

in representing it as péculinrly numerous, even at the
present time ; and it must have been formerly much more
common, since the hundreds which were sent to Rome ».
by order of the barbdric emperors, were all drawn from.
this continent. To Africa, also; is confined the species

or varieties of the panther and leopard, enumerated by
major Smith ; while the two tigers subsequently de-
scribed, are the only animals of an equal size that have
yet been found in Asia. Hence it appears, that al-
though both these continents are remarkable for large
quadrupeds, the preponderance both of the herbivorous
and the carnivorous races belongs to Africa. Did we
merely look to the number of species of the latter ani- /
mals found in the Npw Waorld, the inferences we have {,
drawn would appear fallacious; for, while not more thay
eight-or nine respectively ‘ocenr in Africa and Asia,”
there are no less than %iXteen already described as na-
tives of America, exclusive of the lynxes: it will be
observed, however,sthat only three of these are of a
middling size ; and that they prey almost entirely upon
the smaller quadrupeds, birds, and fish. The herbi-
vorous Mammalia of this continent, in comparison to
those of the Old World, are few, and in the temperate and
tropical parts are but thinly dispersed. The rest of the
American specidd of Felis, amounting to thirteen, are
tiger-cate, living almost entirely upon the innumerable
birds of this continent of forests, and upon the boundless
. profusion of fish which swarm‘in'its numerous and
majestic rivers. Our own opinions on this head, the
result of our personal researches, are fully confirmeg, by
the sentiments of Mr. Burchell, who has explored, with X
his usual enterprise and skill, a large portion of thar
continent not visited by us. The American tiger-cats,

in fact, are more aquatic than those of any other con-
tinent : even the jaguar habitually frequents the neigh-
bourhood of great rivers, and is described as a useful
fiser.  Mr. Burchell gives us the same account of a

1
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beautiful tiger-cat, at this time flive, and in his pos-
session, at Fulham, which this accomplished traveller
brought with him from Para. eIt is, therefore, obvious
that the distribution of these lesser feline animals is
proportioned by Nature to her distribution of birds ra-
ther than of quadrupeds. Nor isthis theory alone ap-
plicable to the zoology. of the New World. If we turn
to the Asiatic regions, and *contefoplate the animals of
Java and Sumatra,—the islands which have been the best

explored,—we find the birds are much more numerous

in proportion than upon the continent ; while their na-
tural enemies, the tiger-cats, which seem almost ex-~
cluded from the plains of Hindostan, are here found of
10 less than four species. The same p hysical causes to
which baron Humboldt has traced the peculiar fertility
and the density of the forests in Tropical America, may
be traced in a less degree in thest islands; and we ac-
cordingly find that this_similarity is discerned in their
leading ZOOlogical featur.cs. ot 0 :

It may appear inconsistent with the beneficence of
a merciful God, that a numerous rgce of apimals should
be created apparently for the sole purpose of carrying
destruction and death into so many innocent tribes of
the animal kingdom, and should pursue, withsequal fe-
rocity, thAt being whom He has placed as lord over
the whole. Were this asstmed violation of justice and
of mercy apparent only in this case, gve might reason-
ably be allowed to doubt the goodness of Providence.
But although the fact, in the present ihstance, comes be-
fore us in a more tergific shape, yet it is equaily strong,
and equally apparent, in every part of creation. A mix-
ture of good and of evil is the condition of existence ;
arfll the same act which brought sin into the world, and
entailed upon man disquietude, disease,,and sorrow, ter-
minating in an apparent death—that same act, as we
are told by Inspiration, brought with it disorder into
every part of creation, and rendered animals not less
free from pain, and suffering, and violence, than him

H 4 &
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who has been endowed with higher perceptions, but
who is destined for nobler purposes,

The tiger of Bengal i at once distinguished from all
other ferccious animals, by its formidable size, and:
its beautiful skin, marked throughout with narrow dark
stripes upon a yellowizh buff’ ground. Beautiful as it

is in apppearance, it may be censidered the emblem

of savageness and butcliery, Since it delights in slaughter
even after its hunger has been satisfied. 1t will kill as
many victims as come in its way, for the mere purpose
of sucking their blood ; and although instances are on
record, where, under peculiar circumstances, this monster
has been partially tamed, its natural disposition is al-
most incapable of improvement.

In its native state, the tiger is the scourge of India
and the adjacent islands, In size itis equal to the lion,
and it possesses both fne courage and the ferocity to at-
tack that animal ; but, althongh the combat is sometimes
furious, the tiger generadly falls a vietim to its teme-
rity. Its swiftness and strength are so great, that it will
seize a mounted hgrseman, and drag, or rather carry,
him in its mouth, by bounds and leaps, into the forest,
in spite of all missiles short of musket balls : indeed,
the weighit of a man, or even of ,a bulky quadruped,
in its mouth, does not appear to incommodé or delay
the ordinary swiftness of this terrible creature. My,
Marsden, the enlightened and veracious author of The
History "oy Sumatra affirms that the tigers of that
island are fatal and destructive enemies to the natives,
not only in their journeys, but even while engaged in
their domestic occupations, so that the number of lives
50 lost is almost incredible : whole villages, in fact, are
sometimes depopulated.  The increase, howevyer, of thise
destructive beasts seems to be ahnost entirely owing to
the superstitious feelings of the natives, who are with
difficulty persuaded to destroy them, even by large re-
wards offered by the India company, J¢ seems, how-
ever, that when roused, by sustaining injury in their
OwR family, these people contrive several ingenious

»



L]
BENGAL TIGER. 105
o

modes of catching the tiger, One of these is a trap,
like a large strong cage with folding doors, into which
the animal is enticed by a small quadruped put in as a
bait.  Another, very effectual, is made of a large beam
8o constructed as to fall into a grogve and break the tiger's

~back ; ora plank, nicely balanced, is placed in a sloping

direction, which, by tiirning whea the animal has passed
the middle, precipitates him into a pit filled with sharp
stakes. The tigers of this island, which seem to be of an
unusually large size, are said to break the legs of a horse
or buffalo by a single stroke of the fore paw, and to
drag the body without difficulty into the forests.®

The manner in which the tiger sefzes its prey, was

- fully exemplified by a full grown individual, which,

Major Smith informs us+, was lately exhibited at Ma-
dras. The animal was so far damed, as to be held
merely by a chain ; it was, indeed, kept muzzled, ex-
cept when it was oceasidpglly allowed to make an
attack on some animal for the gratification of the spec-
tators.  For this purpose, a sheep wis fastened by a
cord to a stake. The tiger, upoff being brought out,
instantly couched, and moving almost on its belly,
but slowly and cautiously, till’ within the distance of a
spring frop its victtm, leaped upon and struck it down
almost instantly to death, seizing it at the same moment
by the throat : the tiger would then roll gound on its
back, holding the sheep on its breas ; andefixing the
hind claws near the throat ofs the animal, would l\‘l'ck or
push them suddenly backwards, and tear it open in an
mstant, Nomith:;tahding the natural ferocxt): .of' the
race, the individual in question was so far sul'uugatod,
thyt while ofe keeper held the chain during this bloody
uxhibition, ‘po(her was enah]ed to ge‘s the carcase of
the sheep away, by throwing down a piece of meat,
“’h‘eu captured q“im young, and judicioysly treated,
SOME Instances haye occurred, where the tiger has ex-
hibited nearly a5 much gentleness as the lion under
similar circumstances, Three specimens in the Paris
* Major Smith, in Grif, Cuy. ii, $2 t 1d, ibid,

~
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menagerie, as well as others that have been in the
possession of Mr. Cross, have been cited as instances of
this, and as proofs that Buffon's assertion of the tiger's
untameable ferocity is rather an exaggeration. This
doeility has been evinced by these animals showing an

\

obvious attachment to their keeper ; and in one instance. ¢

to a dog, which the tiger fostered and protected. The
females havg been known to breed in confinement ; and
even a hybrid race has been produced between the
African lion and the Indian tiger.

, Tue Puua, or Axerroax Liox.

Felis concolor, Linnaus. Le Congouar, Buffon. Gouazouara,
’ Azara. Mitzli, Mexicans. Puma, Peruvians,

This animal, the largest of the carnivorous quadru-
peds of the New World, has received the name of the

American lion, more on,account of its corresponding

uniformity of colour, than from any close resemblance
of structure, since it is entirely destitute both of a mane
and a tuft on the tdil : its head also is small, and it
thus assumes all the form and contour of the generality
of the spgcies : it is longer in the body, and lower on
the legs, than the lion ; and measutes, from the nose to
the root of the tail, about five feet.

Our inforgpation on the native habits of the puma is
chiefly dexived from the valuable notices of the Spanish
naturalist; Azara, who describes it under the name of
Guaxouara. He mentions it as leds ferocious and for-
midable than the jaguar; and he‘considers it rather a
timid animal, since, so far from its being known to at-
tack cither men, or even dogs, it avoids both. Its chief
prey consists of the smgllcr quadrupeds, & sheep or
calves; but against these it has a most ferocious nature :
it will destroy several, but will only carry off the body
of one. Like several other carnivorous animals, the
puma will conceal the overplus of its food for a second
repast; a peculiarity of economy which does not appear
to belong to the jaguar, the next in rank among the ra-

.
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pacious quadrupeds of the New World. Both these, as
will subsequently appear, seem to climb trees: although
Azara states that the puma alone ascends the highest
trees with celerity and ease ; he likewise considers it
more as an inhabitant of the plgins than of the forests.

The following story is so totally irreconcileable with
the timidity of this animal towsrds man, attributed to it
by Azara, that we are much inclined to deubt whether
there may not be two distinet races, or Varieties, per-
haps, of this species in America,—one inhabiting the
north, the other the south. The story, however, seems
well authenticated, since it has been given us by major
Smith, who saw the skin of the aninfal itself preserved
in Mr. Skudder's museum at New York. It may be
thus abridged :—Some few years back, two hunters,
eaph with a dog and gun, wents on the Katskill Moun-
tains in pursuit of game. Arriving there, they agreed to
separate; but settled titt, §psoon as one fired, the other
should join his companion as quickly as possible. Shortly
after this, one of the party, hearing tlie o’t'her fire, hast-
ened* with all expedition to the ‘spot: his companion,
however, could no where be found; but, after much
search, his dog was discovered dead, and dreadfully torn.
Becoming more alfrmed for the fate of his companion,
the remaining hunter wa# continuing his search, when
his eyes were suddenly directed, by the deep growl of a
puma, to the large branch of a tree, where he saw the
animal couching on the mangled body of “his friend,
while his eyes glired upon him, npparently he.slt:mng
whether to attack tHe survivor, or to relinquish its prey
and take to flight, It wasa moment of imminent danger ;
life or death seemed to hang upon the action of .an in-

*Stant.  Cdurage, however, did not fgrsake the hunter :

he fired; and the sanguinary murderer, still grasping his
prey, fell upon the ground mortally wounded. The
surviving dog immediately flew at the prostrate beast,
but was laid dead by its side, by a single blow of its
paw. In this state of things,—his comrade dead, and
the wounded animal still capable of inflicting such re-
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venge,—the survivor hastened to procure assistance from
the nearest spot.  Several persons accompanied him on
his return. They then found the unfortunate hunter,
the puma, and both of the dogs, all lying dead together.®

The ferocity of the yuma in devouring its food has

been illustrated by major Smith, who cites the following -

extraordinary instance, which he himself witnessed: — A
puma, which had been taken and confined, was ordered
to be shot ; and the time fixed upon was immediately
after the animal had received its food. The first ball
went through its body: the only notice he took of it
was by a shrill growl, at the same time doubling his ef-
forts to devour hié food, which he actually continued to
swallow, with quantities of his own blood, until he fell,
When taken captive at an early age and domesticated,
the puma, however, seems capable of all the docility and
playfulness of a domestic cat. A tame one, mentioned
by Azata, was as gentle as_any*dog. It was fond of
play; and if an orange was presented to it, would strike
it with its paw, push it away, and seize it again, asa
cat would play with a mouse. It had all the manners
of u cat when surprising a bird, not excepting the agi-
tation of the tail ; and when caressed, it purred in the
same manner. Major Smith also méntions haying seen
a puma which was particulafly tame. It was merely
secured by a chain, and lived in a waggon, under the
seat of its leeper.” When about to be fed, a piece of
Ineat was flung into a treepand his chain being coiled,
the animal was desired to fetch his food: this task he
immediately performed with surpfising ease and do-
cility, by two or three bounds. The same accurate
observer femarks, in drawing a comparison between the
Physical Mm ofythe jaguar and the puma 8f the New
World, that the Jatter is of the most cruel and sanguin-
ary disposition in a state of nature, though easy to be
5 Yyet it is inferior to the jaguar in bodily powers,

and still more in energy and courage.

. + Griff, Cuy, ii, 435,

”
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Tae Jacuar, or Aaericax OxeE.
Felis Onca, Gmalin. (Fig. 12.)

. L

This formidable species, the most powerful of all the
American carnivorous quadrupeds, is but little inferior
in size to the tiger of the Asjatic continent. In its
marking, however, it more resembles the panthers and
leopards of Africa, particularly in the spots or rings; but
those towards the back of ¢hé American animal have a
central black dot, which is never seen in the two former
animals. The tail also, in this, never réaches further
than to the ground; and this is considered by major
Smith as one of the best distinctions between_these ani-
mals. y s

The native manners of the Jaguar have been de-
scribed by various writers, but more especially -by
Azara., It preys upon animals of the lsﬁgst deserip-
tion, as cows and young bulls, but horses appear to be
its favourite game. It destroys these bulky. quadru-
peds by leaping onf their back ; and by plaging.one paw
on the muzzle and one upon the head, lheg exert such
foﬁce as to Break the neck of their vietim i 4 moment.
They will ghen drag the carcase with their teeth to th.elr
den, which is often at a considerable” distance.  Like
most of the American Feline, the jaguar is described
s an excellent figher ; it is certain that it swims remark.
ably well; but we know not upon what authority it has
been stated that the jaguar will stand in the water, out
of the stream, anq drop its saliva, which, floating orPthe

o



110 ANIMALS  IN MENAGERIES.

¢
surface, attracts the fish ; these are seized by the paw,
and thrown on shore for food.

Azara relates the following circumstance, as happening
in Paraguay :—Having been informed that a jaguar had
attacked a horse very pear where he was, he hastened

to the spot. He found the horse not only dead, but par-.

tially devoured ; although the jaguar, from having been
disturbed, had retired. Our historian directed the body
of the horse to be removed within musket-shot of a tree,
in which he intended to pass the night, naturally sup-
posing that the jaguar would return towards evening
and carry away the carcase. Before this could be ar-
ranged, the animil actually made his appearance from
the oppesite side of a broad and deep river, and, in the
sight of the person who was left in concealment to
watch the dead horse, «eized it with its teeth, drew it
with ease to the river's edge, swam across, and then
draggedl it into a neighbonring €orest.  Azara likewise
mentions, ‘ that the natives frequently fasten two horses
together while grizing, and that the jaguar will some-
times kill one; and, in spite of the exertions of the ather,
dra#w both into the wood.

Of its habits in captivity we can find no authentic
records, although we believe it is°by no means rare
in European menageries, °

There seerg toéae two, if not three, varieties, some
of which may probably turn out to be distinct species,
The first ©f these, whichsmajor Smith considers to be
the Popé of Azara, measured two feet ten inches in
height at the shoulder : the lines of lengthened spots on
the bac?: are not quite full, and the marks on the sides
are very irregular and indefinable, This'descripn'en
was taken from an old male, killed in Surifiam, The

second variety, or small jaguar, was two feet two

inches high : its general colour was paler and more
ashy than the last, and marked with five distinee rows
of large annulated spots on the sides. The fhird is a
blacj: variety found in Brazil: it has the sgme spots
and marks as the others, on a ground of browner black ;



L]
LEOPARD. 111

so that the markings are only visible on close inspection,
or in certain directions of likht. Azara mentions a
white jaguar ; but this was accidental.

Mr. Waterton, in his amusing Wanderings, occa-
sionally mentions the joguar, as an animal which rather
flies before the face of man, than as being prone to at-
tack him.  Alluding fo one whigh approached their fire
when encamped on the banks of the Essequibo, our
eccentric traveller thus continues: — “ Whenever the
fire got low, the jaguar came a little nearer ; and when
the Indian renewed it, he retired abruptly : sometimes
he would come within twenty yards ; and then we had
& view of him, sitting on his hind legs like a dog:
sometimes-he moved slowly to and fro; and at other
times we could hear him mend his pace, as if im-
patient. At last the Indian, not relishing the idea of
havmg sugh company, set up a most tremendous yell.
The jaguar bounded of§ like _a racehorse, and returned
no more. It appeared by the print of his feet, next
morning, that he was a full grown one.”™ This anecdote
sufficiontly shows how much less ferocious fs the jaguar,
when compared to the Asiatic tiger. :

s
= Tar Lreorarn.
Leopard, Cuvier. Felis Leoprdus, H. Smith, in Griff. Cuv.
(Fig. 13.) .
Al?houghche names
155  of leopard anfl panther
have been long familiar
in common language,
and have conveyed the
idea of two distinct
species, yet it is per-
fectly clear that 1o sci-
entific writer of the last
generation either de.
scribed, or, indeed, ap-
peared toknow, inwhat
respects the animals differed. It seems that numerous

* Wanderings in South America, p.223.°
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surface, attracts the fish ; these are seized by the paw,
and thrown on shore for food.

Azara relates the following circumstance, as happening
in Paraguay :—Having been informed that a jaguar had
attacked a horse very near where he was, he hastened

to the spot. He found the horse not only dead, but par-..

tially devoured ; although the jaguﬁr, from having been
disturbed, hed retired.  Our historian directed the body
of the horse to be removed within musket-shot of a tree,-
in which he intended to pass the night, naturally sup-
posing that the jaguar would return towards evening
and carry away the carcase. Before this could be ar-
ranged, the animal actually made his appearance from
the opposite side of a broad and deep river, and, in the
sight of the person who was left in concealment to
watch the dead horse, seized it with its teeth, drew it
with ease to the river’s edge, swam across, and they

dragged it into a neighbopring orest.  Azara likewise

mentions, that the natives frequently fasten two horses
together while grizing, and that the jaguar will some-
times kill one, and, in spite of the exertions of the other,
dritw both into the wood.

Of its habits in captivity we can find no authentic
records, although we believe it is®by no means rare
in European menageries.  ©

There seery to be two, if not three, varieties, some
of which may pro‘Jably turn out to be distinct species,
The first Of thiese, whichemajor Smith considers to %
the i’opc' of Azara, measured two fgcr. ten inches in
height gt the shoulder : the lines of lengthened pots o
the bac{: are not quite full, and the marks on the gies
are very irregular and indefinable. This® descriptign
was taken from an old male, killed in Surifiam: The

second variety, or small jaguar, was two feet two -

inches high : its general colour was paler and more
ashy than the last, and marked with five distinet rows
of large annulated spots on the sides. The fhird is a
black variety found in Brazil: it has the same spots
and marks as the others, on a ground of browner black ;

( p=e
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so that the markings are only visible on close inspection,
or in ceértain directions of litht. Azara mentions a
white jaguar ; but this was accidental.

Mr. Waterton, in his amusing Wanderings, occa-

* sionally mentions the jaguar, as an animal which rather

flies before the face of man, than as being prone to at-
tack him.  Alluding fo one which approached their fire
when encamped on the banks of the Essequibo, our
eccentric traveller thus continues: — * Whenever the
fire got low, the jaguar came a little nearer ; and when

- the Indian renewed it, he retired abruptly : sometimes

g

he would come within twenty yards ; and then we had
& view of him, sitting on his hind legs like a dog:
sometimes he moved slowly to and fro; and at other
times we could hear him mend his pace, as if im-
patient. At last the Indian, not relishing the idea of
having such company, set up a most tremendous yell.
The jaguar bounded of$ like _a racehorse, and returned
no more. Tt appeared by the print of his feet, next
morning, that he was a full grown one.”™™ This anecdote
sufficiently shows how much less ferocious fs the jaguar,
when compared to the Asiatic tiger. .
- $Lue Leorarn, 7
Leopard, Cuvier. Felis Leoprdus, /. Smith, in Griff. Cuv.

( Fig, 18.) o
Al?houghche names
155 of leepard and panther
have been long familiar

in common language,
and have conveyed the
idea of two distinct
species, yet it is per-
feetly clear that 1o sci-
entific writer of the last
generation either de-
scribed, or, indeed, ap-~
peared toknow, in what
respects the animals differed. It seems that numerous
* Wamdorings in South America, p.223.°
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.
specimens of what is called” the leopard, are in the -
Zoological Gardens, antg one has been figured in the
book so entitled ; but Mr. Bennett has not made the
slightest attempt to investigate the subject, or to throw
any light upon this difficult question. In this dilcmmn)—
* we shall therefore repose on the opinions of major

Hamilton Smith,swhose long experience and accuracy

of observatjon are well known, and whose authority in

this department of nature deservedly ranks above that

of any other naturalist of this country.

The Leopard, as defined by major Smith, when com-
pared with the jaguar and, the panther of naturalists, is
uniformly of a aler yellowish colour, rather smaller,
and the dots rose-formed, or consisting of several dots
partially united into a cireular figuge in some instances,
and into a quadrangalar, triangular, or other less de- -
terminate forms in others : there are also several single
isolatetl black spots, whicp fnore especially occur on the ‘
outside of the limbs,

The Panther,*according to professor Lichtenstein of
Berlin, * retembles the Jaguar in having the. same
number of rows of spots, but is distinguished by having
no full sppts on the dorsal line.” But, as major Smith
observes, it does not appear that fu¥l spots on, the dorsal
line always make a specific éharacter of the jaguar; and
the Asiatic pni:l is sometimes distinguished by this
peculiaritye though it does not in other respects resemble
the Ame®can animal. When, therefore, it is said that
the panther much resembles the jhguar, it is always
to be_ strongly suspected that the type, whence tie

observations have been taken, is (in xcality).an American

animal. .

On the habits of the leopard, both ir® a state of A
nature and in co.nﬁncment, we 11&\’0 no prec;se inform.' A
ation otherwise than as relates to those traits common
to the whole family; but we may hope that the ob-
servations of Mr. Burchell and Dr. Andrew Smith, as
yet unpublished, on the quadrupeds of Africa, will supply
u$ with some authentic facts,

. L]
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The scientific description given by major Smith of
the leopard, is as follows ; — & Fur, bright yellow on
the upper part, white underneath, with at least ten
ranges of small black clusters of gpots on each flapk :
lower part of the tail, for about sne third of its length,

~ black above, white underneath, with five or six white

anouli on the black part. Réther *smaller than the
panther.” * Our own opinion on the specific fissimilarity
between the leopard and the panther, judging from what
has been written upon the subject, is in perfect unison
with that of major Smith ; while the following remark
of that observing naturalist, incidentally inserted in his
account of the panther of antiquity, seems to us almost
conclusive : —“ The open spots which mark all the
Panthers, have the inner surface of the annuli or rings
more fulvous (in other words, datker) than the general
colour of the sides but in the leopard no such distinction

.Appears, nor is there rodm, s the small and more con-

gregated dots are too close to admit ity" In truth, if
there is any reliance to be placed in the most accurate
figures hitherto published, the small spots of the leopard,
and the large ones of the panther, must strike event a
casfunl obien'er, and lead him to believe thai® the two
animals were called ¥ diﬂ‘e.rem names.

Tur Pantues. B o

Felis Pardus, Linn., Hamilton Swith. Panth@e, Cuvier.
(Fig: 12) »

The panther and the leopard, as before observed, re-
semble each other g closely, that if professed naturalists

* Syn, of Mam. p. 165, o
&
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are unable to agree on their respective distinetions it
cannot be expected that th ordinary visiters of menageries
will be rightly informed on the subject by the proprigtore
of such shows. Hence it follows that the American
Jjaguar is often called, by these people a panther or
a leopard ; an error which even Buffon has himself com-
mitted. This, indeedy lras long been rectified ; but until
better information comes before us, we shall adhere to
the opinion above expressed on the specific difference
of the panther from the Jeopard.

The panther, as defined by major Smith, from an
inspection of several contained in the Paris menagerie,
is much more closely marked with spots than the leopard o
and the differences are further pointed out in the fol-
lowing specific character, which may be contrasted with
that assigned to the leopard. — Pale yellow ahove, with
six or seven lines of rose-formed dots, which form
clusters of five or six spoig oneach flank : tail longer
than that of the jaguar; with the latter part black
above, and white beneath ; having three or four white
annuli on the back part. Inhabits Northern Africa.

We earnestly recommend such of onr readers as feel
an interesd in the subject, and who may have the op-
portunity of seeing living or dead ¥pecimens,to ascer-
tain how far the above distinctions are to be relied upon ;
as well as these by which the next animal, supposed by
the same aQthority to constitute a third species, appears
_ separated from the two preceding.

.
s PANTHER OF THE ANTIENTS.

Felis Pardus’ Antiquorum, Hamilton Swith, in Synopsis of
Griff. Cuo. p. 166. ° =

This species,oif such it really be, is supposed by
Major Smith to be the animal known to ancient writers
¥ the name of Panthera. Itis, however, now so rare,
or hus been so Jittle distinguished, that major Smith is
only acquainted with one example, in the museum of
the elector of Hesse Cassel, in whose menagerie it had,

(-
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probably lived. Nothing wgs known of its native
country or of its manners; b4t we introduce it here,
that our scientific readers may have the means of de-
tecting and investigating the external distinctions of
this and the two preceding animals.

Major Smith describes the length of this panther as
five feet three inches from the flose to the root of the
tail, and the height as two feet nine imches at the
shoulder: it thus stands higher than the great Jjaguar ;
but its form, from being more slender, assimilates to
that of the Felis Jubata, or hunting leopard, thou(ﬁl it
is much larger in proportion. The head is smaller than
that of the jaguar ; thus agreeing with the usual charac-
ter of such species as belong to the Old World. The first
and great difference, however, which distinguishes this
from all its congeners, is the grofind colour of the fur;
the entire colour of the whoje animal being buff yellow,
becoming darker, and approaching to red on the nose,
and to ochre on the back and sides: the belly and in-
sides of the limbs partake of this general colour, but
are pdler, there being no white part about the animal,
On the sides of the body are seven rows of imperfect
rings, the inner part of which are more fulfous than
the general ground ‘colour of the fur where these spots
do not occur: the dorsal lind is marked in the same man-
ner by open rings. These rings, or'annuli pobserves our
author, differ from those of the jaguar, to Which they
otherwise bear a general resemolance, ih being all nearly
circular ; whereas those of the American species become
oblong as they approach the dorsal line: they axe also
smaller when, compared with the size of the-animal, and
muzh more gumerous, — covering not only the back, ribs,
and haunches, but descending on the, outside of the
legs as far as the knees: the annuli, morcover, of the
jaguar have a spot in the centre, which these have not

s the tail of this is spotted from beginning to end — that
of the jaguar has open oblong marks some way down,
and is terminated by encireling annuli of black, yellgy,
and white. To conclude, the forehead, cheeks, sides

o
o 5 (-
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of the neck, shoulders, throat, and inside of the limbs
are covered with numerdus close small spots ; and there
is a narrow black bar crossinge th lower part of the
throat. These characters are thus seen to be interme-
diate between the jaguar of America and the panthers
and leopards of the Olq World. _
%
’

Tuy True Oteror. :
“elis Pardalis, 7in., . Siith, (Fig.15.)

There scems t0 be as mech Uncertainty regarding the
different species or varjeties of the ocelots, as that we
just noticed respecting the leopards and panthers, We
shall not, however, enter into lengthened scientific de-
tails ; but avail ourselves of the general observations
made updn the whole group by the accomplished natur-
alist, so often cited, who has so ably investigated this
family. )

The ocelets ir general, as & small but very natural
group amdng the middle-sized carnivorous animals, are
distinguished by yellow spots more or less oval, bor
dered with black. Some writers, among whom is Azara,
considzr that all may be referred to one species ; while
others, withmajor Smith, are more disposed to view them
as a group, composed of five or sIX permanent races. <To
this latter opinion we are more disposed to agree than
to the former. )

Major Smith gives us the following interesting ob-
servations upon these animals : —“ My present views of
the ocelots ave, that they form_ a subordinate group in
this family. 1 would describe them, generally, as
being of a middle size between the larger and the smal.l

s
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cats ; of more slender and elegfnt proportions, without
tufts on the ears; the spots dfverging more or less in
concatenations or streaks from the shoulders backwards
and downwards ; and, as far as I have hitherto ob-
served, the pupil of the eye is round. They belong
to the New World ; but there fre two or three spe-
cies of the Old, that*approach ghem in several parti-
culars, and therefore might maké the next group.”*
After enumerating with great precision the external
‘markings of four differently coloured ocelots, our author
thus concludes : — ¢ Whether these are specifically dif-
fcrcnt, or hereditary varieties, I do not mean to deter-
mine ; but, from the number of specimens of each that
have fallen under my observation, there seems listle
doubt that one of the alternatives is correct, and that the
several figures are not mere indivjdual differences.”

The true ocelot, according to these views, and to
which the original Linngan mame of Pardalisds retained,
1S Very rare, since only two®specimens have been seen
‘by major Smith ; one of these was formerly in Bul-
lock's Museum, and was supposed to come from Southern
Mexico or Honduras, This is considered to be one of
the animals mistaken by Buffon, and by the famous
compiler Dr. Shaw, for the American jaguar.

The cofour on the nose is fulvous; and this tint
spreads over the forehead, shoulders, fore-arm, back,
tump, and paws: the temples are®och and the
rest of the animal white. ‘Lhere arg no black streaks
“on the forehead ; but a number of small round spots
cover the whole shirface, and two broken streaks run
from the outer angle of the eye to below the eir: on
the shouldérs and flanks there are four or five long,
open, fulvows &pots, bordered with a chain of black : on
the rest of the body, back, and hams®there are smail
Open spots: the tail is annilated, and the tip black : on
_ the fore legs and the lower part of the hind legs are
small black spots,

These characters we shall condense in the following

L]
* Griff. Cuy,
13 N
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specific character, which differs somewhat from that
proposed in the Sy:wpsi.s‘,’;j — Nose, paws, and upper por-
tion of the body and limbs fulvous: temples ochrey :
ground eolour white : shoulders and flanks with four or
five long fulvous spots, margined with an interrupted
black border : back, rﬁ'mp, and hams with smaller and_*"
more circular spots: forehead covered with numerous
small, black, entire spots,

Tar Grevise Oceror. :

Felis canescens, Nobis.  Felis Ocelo® , or Ocelot No. 3.,
of Hamilton Smith, Griff. Cue. ii. 476. Felis Macrourus ?
Long-tailed Ti&cr-Cm., Swains. Zool. of Mexico, p. 5.
(Fig. 16.)

To thix ocelot, described by major Smith, but merely
designated by a number, we have given, comditionally,
a specific name, — a plan which is more convenient to
the zoologistsnd preferable to the usual mode pursued on
these occadions ; since it will convey some idea of its pe-
culiarities, and miy be refained either to designate it as
a species or as a variety. The whple of these beautiful,
and te a certain degree domestic, animals are highly
worthy of heing imported into our menggeries; and
‘considering the great number of our countrymen
now settled in yarious parts of South America, whence ©
all the occlots yet known have been brought, we make
10 apology for bringing them more immediately under
notice, There can be no doubt that several of these
smaller cats are fully capable of as much docility as that
species which has been so long domesticated ; and we
cannot conceive a more desirable naturalisation, than to
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see one of these beautiful aninfals reposing with equal
serenity upon our hearth,

The greyish ocelot is thus described by our author,
but the precise dimensions he does not mention.— It is
smaller than the F. mitis of Paraguay, and has the nose,
forehead, neck, back, shoulders, fire part of the fore legs,
and rump ashy, mixel with ochygey : the streak from the
inner angle of the eyes to the ears las only one row of
spots within it: the Iong open spots on the rieck and back
are shorter, less diverging, fulvous within, but without
any spot on the fulvous : on the fore iegs only there are
@ few large spots ; on the hams there are some round,
open, and a few small, black, wavy spots: the tail is
altogether or nearly fulvous, ringed with black ; the tip is
white : the eye has a black ring; and there are two
black streaks on the nose : the cheeks have a large spot ;
and there are two barg, with white between them, run-
ning from the outer angle of the eye to below the ear :
across the throat, also, are four black bands.”” Of this,
major Smith has examined five or six epecimens.

A small tiger-cat, once in Bullock’s Mexican exhi-
bition, is considered by our author as a young female of
this species. The accuracy of this opinion we -are dis-
posed, however, tq question. Tt was our intention to
have pulifished a scientifig description of the whole of
the zoological subjects there collected ; but eircum-
stances, not necessary to explain in this plxce‘ suspended
this design, which was only, partially execgted. The
individual alluded o by major Smith, we have, however,
described : it appenred to us, at the time, to agree more
with the account given of the long-tailed tiger-cat of
Brazil, than with any other, and we termed it so accord-
ingly. Asvery few copies of this incomplete wor!c were
made public, we shall here repeat our former description,
which will be seen to differ very greatly from that given
by major Smith,

The long_tailed tiger-cat of Mexico is not much
larger than the domesticated species, and is remarkable
for the length of its tail. The head is small and short.

14 2
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The ground colour of the upper parts of the body is pale
fawn, beautifully marked by about five series of spots on
each side: those nearcst the back are entirely deep black,
but on the sides they are more oblong, and become
ocellated or ringed ; while on the shoulders they take
the form of three waveti perpendicular ocellated stripes:
the legs are banded by small transverse spots, nearly
round. All the under parts are white, and covered
with small “black spots, except the throat, which is
crossed by two black lines: the’ cheeks are white,
marked by black stripes: four other stripes are also on
the back of the neck, two of which commence from the
eyes: chin white. and unspotted, Tail eleven inches
long, and ringed with dusky white and black. The
whole animal stands but six inches high; and measures,
with the tail, two feet ten inches in extreme length.®
The collection was soont after digpersed; and not know-
ing into whose bhands this «specimen has now passed,
we have lost all power of again investigating its cha-
racters. 2

Tae Smann-srorren Oceror.
Felis Smithii, Nob. Ocelot No. 2., Hamilton Smith. ( Fig. 17.)

ZA \

The third species of this beatltiful group we wish to

designate by the name of that n‘aturahst, whose intimate

acquaintance with the Mammalia generally, and with the

present family in [m.rliculnr, Justly places him as the
: * Zool. of Mexico Illustrated, . 5

-
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first authority upon these subjc'cif in this country. We
shall give its peculiar distinctifns in his own words,
and trust that, ere long, we shall be able to record
something more of the native habits of the ocelots in
general than we can at present communicate.

“The size is about that of the Felis mitis of Desma-
rest (Ocelot No. 1.), bit the rufes,colour spreads over
a larger space on the back and hams, whilg the spots
on the shoulders are more numerous and smaller.
There is one large spot on the cheek, and four or five
small, open, chain-like spots on the hams. There are no
specks  within the large streaks.” All the foregoing
species have been admirably erched by Mr. T. Landseer,
fggm the original drawings of major Smith.

Tur Crovorp Teer.

Felis nehulos, H. Smith, gite® in Griff. Carnicore, sp. 37.
Nebulose or  Clouded Tiger® Griff Cur. ii. 499. Felis

§ ncbulosa, Griff. Syn. No. 420,  Felis jmicrocelis, Tem-
minck, Horsf., Zool. Jowrn. ii. 542. Rimau-Pahan, of the
Sumatrese, ( Fig. 18.)

The Clouded Tiger of major Smith, we shall consider,
at present, as the same
species with that called
Rimau-Dahan by the
"= inhabi®ants®of Sumatra.
s w And, with thie impres-
ERER R sion, we shall condense

Bis s the intéresting account
Of its manners given by sir Stamford Raffles anl Dr.

orsfield, instheir notice of the rimau=dahan.

The matwve size of this new and very remarkable
uger has not been correctly ascertained? since the indi-
vidual examined and measured by Dr. Horsfield seems
only to have acquired about two thirds of its mature
size and bulk: if this caleulation be correct, the full.
grown animal wonld measure about four feet from the
nose to the base of the tail ; the thil itself would &e

-
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three feet six inches} and the greatest height, at the
shoulders, nearly one fiot ten inches. < It would thus be
much inferior to the full-grown tiger of Bengal ; while
the following anecdotes will show how totally it differs
from that savage animal in disposition,

Sir Stamford kept“two of these animals in confine- -

ment; and both were ¢o remarkable for good temper and
playfulness, that no domestic kitten could be more s0';
they were always courting intercourse with casual pas-
sengers ; and in the expression of their countenance,
which was always open and smiling, showed the greatest
delight when noticed,— throwing themselves on their
backs, and delighting in being tickled and rubbed. On
board the ship, which conveyed one of these to Eng-
land, was a small dog, which used to play round

cage with the tiger ; and it was amusing to observe the
playfulness and tenderness with which the latter came
in coxtact with its little cofnpanion. When fed with a
fowl that had died, he ‘seized the prey, sucked the
blood, and then‘threw the body about, in playfulness, for
hours, as a tat plays with a half-dead mouse. 1t never
seemed to look upon men or children as prey, but' as
companions. It was constantly amusing itself, during
the voyage, by jumping and clinging to‘the_top of the
cage, and throwing a somerset, or by twisting itself
round in the manner of a squirrel when confined,—the
tail being gxtendéd, and showing to great advantage when
so expanded. Dr. Horefield continues the history of
this most interesting animal, by stating that, on its first
arrival at Exeter Change, and for about ten days after,
it was very shy, and showed considerable symptoms of
ferocity ; but the strangeness of its situation. the noise
it heard in the menagerie, the novelty ¢f the seenes

around it; as well as of the attendants, doubtless influ-

enced its manners, alarmed it, and in some degrie
caused it to resume & degree of fierceness, which had long
been subdued by kind treatment. It soon, however,
became mild and tractable, and even perfectly familiar:
it*was very playful, and rolled itself about when noticed
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or caressed. lﬂfortunntely, hdwever, it did not long
survive the ungfnial effects of tYfis climate, and its death
was hastened by disease connected with cutting its
teeth.

In its pative state, the clouded tiger is neither an
object of terror nor of apprehensﬁm. Sir 8, Rafiles says
that the natives of Sdmatra asspred him that it lives
principally upon poultry, birds, and small deer, It is
not found in numbers ; and may be considered rather a

‘Tare animal, even in the southern part of Sumatra. It

is generally found in the vicinity of villages, where it
is only annoying to the natives in so far as it may
destroy their poultry. The nativessassert that they
ecp, and often lay wait for their prey, in trees: from
is circumstance they derive the name of Dakan, which
signifies the fork formed by the Yranch of a tree, across
which they are said to rest, and occasionally stretch them-
selves. il 2 . -

The following short description, abridged from the
more ample one given by Dr. Horsfield, will sufficiently
distinguish this species from any other : —* The ground
colour of the Rimau-Dahan is whitieh grey, inclining
to cinereous or to brownish grey ; one of thg chief pe-
culiarities.being the almost entire absence of yellow
or red in the external tiné. The marks on the body
are oblong, irregular, very broad, and transversely dis-
posed and connected on the shoulder?, but interrupted
and angular on the sides and @anks : 2ll theses however,
have their posterioredge margined only by a deep velvet-
black line. This pécaliarity alone will enable a common
observer immediately to recognise the animal. :

;l‘he tortohseshell or clouded tiger (Felis nebulosa) of
major Hamtiton Smith and Mr. Griffiths, is considered
by Dr. Horsfield as, in all probability, & distinet species
from the rimau-dahan of Sumatra, to which he there-
fore gives a new nane, borrowed from M. Temminck.
Mt. Griffiths, on the part of major Smith, hi® entered
into some very sensible observations on the suhject.
Until better evidence comes before us, we are clearl§ of

d " -
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opinion with this gcntfﬁmun, that lhc‘wo animals, at
best, are but slight virieties; and, “with this feel-
ing, we cannot but adopt the prior name given by
major Smith, in preference to the new one of Tem-
minck. Major Smith, indeed, expressly states ®, that

M. Temminck acknowledged having received the first -

information of the exitence of this species from him,
although the professor chooses to impose upon it a new
name of his own. This.is not the only instance, we
may observe, of M. Temminck appropriating to him-
self the discoveries of others. *° But should the identity
of these two animals be established, it is obvious that,
though the first detailed deseription of it is due to Dr.
Horsfield and sir Stamford Rafiles, the first notice and
liberal communication of its figure to zoologists, long
before, both here and »n the Continent, is attributable to
major Smith. Tt would, therefore, be a slight and an
injustize done to him, to ¢incel the name of nebulosa,
and with it the memorial of his first knowledge and
drawing of the dnimal.” ¥ -

Tue Oncx.
FeFs Uncia, Guelin. Onee, B;ﬂ'fm, H. Smith.

The Once or Ounce of Buffon bears such “a close re-
semblance to some of the varieties of the panther, that
M. Cuvier_ddes ot consider it in any other light. But
major Smith, whose researches seem to have heen un-
wearied, discovered an animal in the Tower menagerie,
which corresponds both with Buffor's figure and with
the subsequent accounts of the ounce. Tt was brought
from the GuiIf of Persia, and was * very distinct from
all other species in make, mark, and in general appétr-

ance.” It is mueh to be regretted that this able zoologist-

has not entered into further particulars; bue, judging
from the figure engraved from .hm drawing, we should
term itga lower and more thick-set animal than the
panther ; the spots larger, more irregular, and ‘mu¢
O ¢ Grm Cav, i 453, 1 See Grifl: Cuy, &, 454, note:
e L]
L
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fewer; but differing more espe; 'ally in having the tail
decidedly annulated with black ings, while those of all

. the panthers are spotted: the body is described as

S8

whitish ; while yellow or fa

wn-colour is the universal
tint both of the panthers an

d leogards.

Tur Sepnv¥.-
Felis Serval, Gmelin, Cuvier. Chat-Pard, Perranlt,

As the serval is one of the very few species belong-
ing to the froup of ocelots which has yet been dis-
covered in Africa, we deem a slight notice of it will not
be unacceptable. It is the Chat-Pard of the French, and
the tiger-cat of the English furriers; and M. Cuvier
incidentally mentions that hundreds of its skins are im-
ported from Southern Africa. Strange ! that, of an
animal so common, not the least information exists of
its habits or manners, fndei® -

The size of the serval rarfks it with the middle-sized
species, —being about two feet and a half long, without
the t3il, which is nine or tem inches. *The ground
colour of the fur is bright yellow, or fulvous, more or
less inclined to grey, and yellowish round the tips; the
under parts are whiasish : the bands and spots are larger

or smaller; and more or less numerous, in different in-
dividuals.

- -
-
Tue Lixken, Oceror. ‘e
Felis catenata, H. Swith, Griff: Cur. Syn. p. 168. (Fig. 19.)

Major Smith'w:;s *the first naturalist who mgde us
acquaintad with this
very elegant ocelot,
which had probably
been in some of our
travelling menageries
| unknown to_science,
Y and subsequently
St ‘ found its way ip(o
Bullock’s Museum, where this acute observer detected
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it: he also met with another specimen in tl}e Berlin
Musgeum, and made i known to the Prusstan. pro-
fessors. Landseer has executed a maa!erly etching _of
it, from the major's drawing, which will be fqund in
tl;e work above referrgd to. : )

Size of the wild cat.— General proportions shorter
and heavier than thostof the true ocelot. 'I"hc upper
parts and sides reddish yellow, the lower white ; tem-*
ples ochrey. Several rows of black spots converge f._-om
the ears to the forchead. On thg slfouldcrs, back, side,
rump, and hams, are long ch:un'-hke streaks of black
and reddish brown intermixed. : T'he l?elly and throat
have black streaks ; and the tail has imperfect black
rings.

L]
Tix Crarr Ticer-Car.
L]
Felis Wiedii, Sching. ~ Chiati, F. Cuvier. ( Fig. 20,)

If, as Cuvier 3upposes, the species of tiger-cat, called
§ J by his brother the
Chati, is the same as
that  discovered by
Prince Maximilian of
Neuwied, in Brazil,
3 and named, in his
) honour, by Sehing,
i that name should,
v Vs o thhout doubt, be re-

SR oves having the rheans of establishing
:‘f.';:e::fﬁ;:; :;(:]‘:-mit)", we sha]l sontjnc our no\iL‘e. to the
description of Frederick Cuvu:;-1 s Umin', afd “']thh de
hasfigured in his folio lithographic work on §uadrupeds.

It is stated to be more than one fourth less than the s

is miti Desmarest, and is even less than the comie

ﬁilr‘: :;;(tlu:::lf: the head ’mem;urcs onl_y four inchee and

a half, the body eighteen, and the tail ten ; the height
»

being eluven inches. s . .

ie ground colour of the fur is brownish grey, paler

o

r---~

TR~
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on the flanks, and white on the fheeks and belly: the
head and ears have black and fvhite spots, and three
series of the former pass down the back ; those of the

/ flanks, shoulders, and erupper are deep yellow, bordered

all round with black, except at the anterior edge; and of

~these there are seven or eight;’ while some of the
shoulder spots unite, afld form ag oblique band ; those
on the feet are smaller, and they disappear altogether
upon the toes ; but the spots on the belly are full and
cloudy : the tail has ten or eleven black rings.

Tae Loxg-tatLen Tisen-Car.
Feliy Macrourus, Prince Maximilian, H. Stith. (Fig.21.)

The remarkable lemgth of tail seems to be the most
striking characteristic of this species, discovered by the
Prince of Neuwied, during his researches in Brazil.
We have not ourselves seen an anth®nfit® specimen ;
but, as the above structure wag equally apparent in an
individoal brought feom Mexico, we are still disposed
to. consider our designation of this latter animal, alrendy
alluded to, as correct. Major Smith appears, howtver,
0 have examtined two undoubted specimens of the
B_mzilian rac ; and his description may be compared
With ours. It seems to be little larger thetn the common
domestic cat.

The neck is long and thick ; the, face very short ;
and the* tail about a fourth longer than that of the
inked ocelot. The face, neck, back, shoulders, rump,
and hams are ochrey: grey, streaked and marked wish
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from three to four rows of large black spots, deseribing
somewhat irregular figires. The tail is semi-annulated,
with the ip black. Two streaks under each ¢ye run to
the angle of the jaw ; «and one above, to the car. There
are some spots on the forehead and cheeks ; and others, S
still larger, on the paws.  ° . ,E
On comparing the, above description with that of
our long-tailed Mexican tiger-cat, we certainly consider
“that each relates to a different speciess  The chief
difference is in the spots, which, in that from Mexico,
are ocellated, or forming irregular rings; while those
of the Brazilian species are in masses: in this latter,
also, the spotsson the feet or paws are described as
large ; whereas in the other they are snu:a; The length
of tail, judging from the figure of MacFourus, is less
than in that of the Mgxican animal ; but as major Smith ]
has not given any dimensions, this point is uncertain. g}
¢ ‘

» >

Tus LixgATeEnp Car.

Felis lineata,, Nobis. Felis colocolo, I Smith, Colocolo?
Mollini, %

. This is one of the most beautiful animals of the
whole family, and is so_remarkable in its external ap-
pearance, that it would be, immediately recognised by
a common observer. It seems, also to be a rare species ;
and thus geferves, in every way, a particular notice,
This fierce animal, obgerves major Smith, was shot in
the interior of Guiana, by an officer of a rifle corps,
and was by him stoffed and seni to England, A
whimgical occurrence took place with it: — The offieer
who had shot it, placed it on the awning of the hoag 1
air, as he descended the rivér Parimarib ; the " boat .
often passed witder. the bran‘ches of -large treps whicli /* f‘\\
overhung the water, and which were much resorted Wy -
by monkeys: the vessel, on other occasions, woylq hate
excited but little attention; but no sooner did these cun.
ning little creatures espy the stuffed SI’CCi'DfH. than the
whole community trooped off with prodigious screains
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B

and howlings. Tt was of courss surmised, from_‘%gh‘t
" excessive terror of these animals®that this was one of
their most inveterate enemies.
| o sizéfaccording to wpajor Smith, this epecies is
4 larger than the wild cat: the heajl being remarkably
©flat and broad, the body slender, but the legs very
stronfg : the tail just touched the gdoynd ; and the ears
+ were large and round.  The ground colour of the
- meck #ad back was whitish grey; and the head,
© . oulders, throat, sides, bellyl and inside of the limbs,
white. The back was marked with lengthened streaks
‘of black, edged with tawny; but these towards the
shoulders and thighs were entirely of thte Jatter colour.
From ihe corngrs of the eyes to the jaws was a black
streak s and on the forehead were some  barry " marks.
» Gl semi-annulated with black; the tip black. The
“ legs, as far as the knees, were all of a very dark grey
colour.  As major Smith throivs Some doubt upgn'!his
being the Colocolo of Mollini, we hope he will ‘excuse
us for not adopting that as a specific nafbe, objection-
able as it is in every way. i

Ton Javay Car. .
Felis Javanensis, Horeficld,  Kenank, Javanese.

While some of the largest feline species evince a
gentleness and a docility which is not eXcéedéd by our
domestic cat, there are others, nat surpassing tle: latter
auimal in the smallmess of their dimensions, which
Seem to possess all fhe ferocity of the Bengal tiger.
Such is the character of the Javanese wild cat, dis-

» SOVerid by De Horsfield, who informs us' that it is

Perfectly untafieable,—jts natural fierceness being never
§1llxlue(l by confinement. It inhabits Wl the large
forests of Jnva;-mmﬁng into the hollows of trees
during the day, and eall ing forth at night in quest of
food : it visits the ‘neigﬁyl:ouring villages, and commits
great depredations among the poultry. The natives
ascribe to it an uncomimon sagacity ; asserting, that

K
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order to approach t&* fowls unsuspected, and to sur-
*prise them, it imitatds their voice. It feeds chiefly on
fowls, birds, and small quadrupeds ; but, if pressed b
hunger, will devour earrion.

This species.maygbe thus shortly described:— General
colour, greyish brown; greyer on the body, neck, a
limbs; deeper angl ®nore tawny towards the back, and
whitish pencath. The ears are very small. Four re-
gular series of elongated spots pass from the head to
the tail ; and the sides are covered with regular smaller
spots. The extreme length of the body is near two
feet, and the tail is about eight inches more.

- .
Tup SuamaTrAN CarT,
Felis Sumatrana, Horsfe  Rimau bulu, of the Mulays.

Of this species,%hich scems to be the wild cat of
Surpatra, and peculiar tq that island, a living specime
was brought home by sis Stamford Raffles. No inform-
ation, hawevey, seems to have been obtained of its natjve
habits, neither do we know if the animal is still in ex-
istence. In its general size and proportions, as well as
tlte shortness of the tail, it agrees with the wild ¢at of
Java, Tast described ; but it exh&bius many peculiarities
in the form and disposition of its marking, which are
much better comprehemfed by a glance at the figure,
than by« eeecsest lengthened description.

'I'hc:gcncral colour_is ferruginous, inclining to yel-
Jowish grey: the spots on the body are angular, 4nq
seattered without regularity, angd wery different from the
longitudinal and nearly parallel lines of the Javan car
the colour of these spots is intensely broyn, inclining 4

black. % °
. _
Diann's Java Car, G
Felis Diardi, Cuvier, Griff. ii. 484,
A short notice of this, the third species of wild cat
inlmbiting the Javanese xs];md's, will complete our list
®f those belonging to the Indiad Archipelago. It was

A ’
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first made known by M. Cuvier, ¢ho gave it the nanie
of its discoverer, M. Diard. Tt is described as muich
larger than the two last, and very remarkable for the
. beautiful regularity of its spots. We know not whether

it has yet

been brought alive into this country,

-1 The size equals that of.the deelot.  Ground colour of
the body yellowish grey : ‘throat aml back covered with
~black spots, disposed in longitudinal bands 3 while other
similar spots deseend down the shoulders perpendicular

k

to the preceding :  thighs, and part of the flanks,
marked by black open rings, with the centres grey :

legs with blaek full Spots,

The yellowish grey, and the

black of the tail, form some dusky rings."

Toe Asericay Beaven.

Castor fiber, Linn. Castor AmericanugCurier.  The Beaver,

Leanant,
Tnddtans,

Ammisk, Cree ln:i-’nu. Ttsoulayd, Huron

’ Rl
The social instinet, which impels man to seck the
socicty an parficipate in the labours of his fel]ow;,. is
equally manifested among several tribes of those in-
ferior beings over which he has been placed by their
common Creator,  Among insects, the bee and <he ant

will aeenr
i 10 trilye

to’every ond; and if we look to quadrupeds,
is this instinct moretleveloped than in beavers,

whose history we shall now shortly illu%g_r,g, It is @
such

fact worth observing, that nearly all

antmals as

Possess the socinl fecling to any ‘great extent, afe pecu-
liarly remarkable for? their skill and ingenuity; as if

they werp
ching

dacility,

gifted with a higher degree of instinct, ap-
to that reason which man is conseions of pos-

fessing, but which he s totally unable to define.
" ‘The beaver is 25 remarkable for its skill as for its

Some authors have doubted whether the spe-

cies still found in Europe, and that so common in North
America, nre distinet ; but M, Cuvier considers that they
are really 50 : we shall therefore view them in this light.

The habits of the hever are aquatic + they Tive ofi the
banks of the great riy ers,mnd wooded morasses, wherp

x 2
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they may be said tol erect villages : they prefer fixing
the site of their commfon habitation where they can have
deep water, and a current sufficiently strong to aid theiﬁ
efforts in conveying wood and other suitable necessaries,
They seem also to be aware that, by selecting such spots, L~
the water is never frozen to the very bottom, ¢ven in the
most severe winterS. Those communities, however,
which are established in small creeks, or rivers, in which
water is liable to bd drained off, are endowed with a
wonderful instinet in providing againt the evil. They
erect & dam, at a convenient distance, quite across the
river, and vary its construction according to the nature
of the stream. If the water has little motion, the dam
is nearly straight; but when the currént is more rapid,
it is always made with a considerable curve, and ‘convex
towards the stream,*which has thus but little power to B
destroy the works. The materials employed are large {%
and small pieces of wood;, willow twigs, mud, and stones,~
all intermixed in such a way as to give an equal strength
to all the parts. These dams, when not disturbed, be-
come, in process of time, solid banks, capable of resist..
ing a great force; and as the sprigs of willow, and other
trees, which are used, generally take root and shoot up,
they form a kind of regular planted hedge, which Hearne
mentions as having seen &6 tall, that birds have laid their
nests amgneiathe branches.

The deaver houses, continues Hearne, are built of the
same materials as their' dams ; the size is proportioned
to the number of inhabitants, which seldom exceeds
four, that are old, and six or eight young ones. A
common poof containg several apartments, which have
no internal communication, and are each, enteredoby o
door from thy water. Hearne remarks, that the only 4
conyenience which the beaver seeks to enjoy, is a dry
place to lie upon, and where it can take its food. In
building their houses, the heavers lay most of the wood
crosswise and nearly horizontal, taking care to leave a
Nolldw or cayity in the middle § and when any unne-
cessary branches project inward, ?hey cut them off with
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their teeth. It has been erroneovtly-supposed that the
wood-work is first completed and then plastered ; but
this is not the case; as our traveller observes that the
whole is one mass of wood, mud, and stones.  The two
latter materials are conveyed by these little architects in
their paws, and are held close undér their throat; but
the wood is always dragged by thoaid of their power-
ful teeth. All these works are executed in the night;
and with o much expedition, thit in the course of one
night they will collect many thousands of their little
handfuls. When a new habitation is to be erected,
the beavers hegin to fell the necessary wood early in
summer; and although they commence building towards
autumn, they never completely finish the roof until the
cold weather hias set in. Their instinct in this latter
occupation is really astonishing. ~They add a fresh
coat of mud to the Toof every autumn ; but they delay
this operation as long as possible, as if they were per-
fectly conscious of the security which their work would
derive from the effects of the first frest, which, by
freezing.the newly tempered mud, renders if as hard as
a stone, and prevents their common enemy, the wol-
verine, from disturbing them during the approaching
winter. ‘They are fraquently seen to walk over their
work, as if to ascertain its stability, and sometimes to
give it a flap with their tail. ' ‘

Their food chiefly consists of the largy Wédts of the
yellow water-lily (Nuphar luteum), and the sbark of
trees, both which are hoarded during eummer as pro-
visions for the wintet. In spring they leave their
houses; and after roaming about during summer, fefﬁling
upon, berries and herbage, return to their habitation a

P little before thie fall of the leafl

In a domesticated state, the beaver is“a particularly
engaging animal, Mr. Hearne menlion'g having kept
several which learned to answer to their names, and
to follow those to whom they were hunch?d, precisely
like & dog, and they were equally forul of being carrssed.
In cold weather, conﬁflwu; traveller, < they were kept

- - :
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in my own sitting-rdym, where' they were the constant
companions of the Indian women and children ; and
were 50 fond of their company, that when the Indians
were absent for any considerable time, the beavers)
evinced great signs of uncasiness ; while on their return -
they showed equal marksof pleasure, by fondling on thew,
crawling into theirtlaps, lying on their backs, sitting
erect like a squirrel, and behaving, in short, like
children who see their parents but seldom.” Ar. Brode-
rip has also given an interesting account of a favourite
beaver named Binny, which he had in his possession
some {ime : we regret our space will not permit of its
insertion, and it is too well written to bear abridgment,

The skins of the beaver are well known to be an
important article of commerce.  The destruction of
these poor animalsswas so great in 1743, that 96,750 '/
skins were sold by thc'.Hudson's Bay company, anpg
127,000 were imponcd"umo Rochelle. But in 18273
although the quantity seant to London was collected
from an extent of country four times larger than that
hunted over in 1743, the number imported “did not
much exceed 50,000.*

.
Tar Wiistuive Manor.

. . inosus, fck. Hoary Murmot, Pennant. N
Anwm)s.:r::tﬂo:umin Bndg’z‘. Fur TM(;:'rr. s Neufleur,

The American marmots have recently been illustrateq
with much skill by Dr. R_ichardsor:'r, who enumerates no
less than five species : while two uniyare found in Europc_
They all, however, scem capable of bcipg domcsticatcd,
and well deserve a place in our menageries. The Present
species is about the size of a badger, has a Iong bush‘y tail A
and is covered with ]eng?hencd hair of a beautify] Silveps
grey colour. But it is chieflyremarkable for the fo]lowing
habits, observed hy Mr. Harmon :—It burrows on ganqdy
s0il, near grassy j\.ills, and during autumn may be fre-
quengly seen cutting Days to be employed or devoured

* North. Zool. J. 108. + Ibid. 4

—— ey
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ir” heir burrows.  While party Of them are thus oc-
cupied, they leave a sentinel, who takes his station on
an eminence, and at the approach of danger utters a
/shrill whistle, which may be heard at o great distance ;

~#_the signal is repeated from one to another along the
vhole line of their habitations, and thus timely security
is sought. They feed on roots and herbs, and do not
come abroad during winter.

Tue Asxericax Hang,

Lepos Americnmys, Richardson, North. Zool. . 21%. Lepus
Hudsonins, Pallas, Lepus Americanus, Erslebein.  Ame-
rican Hare, Pennant, Rabbit, Hudsn's Boy Residents. Le
Lapin, French Canadians.

It is interesting to trace those shades of variation in

> hﬂbits, by which Nature marks the digtinction of one

Fpecies from another, even more than by external ap-

pearance.  The American hare well illustrates this

truth, ¢ jo» sayg Dr. Rithardson, < so like the
common  European rabbit, that it gocs by that name
among all the English resdents at Hudson's Bay. Tt

Seems a common animal in all the woody districts of

North America 3 but in the barren grounds, and on the

Plains of the Missourizit is replaced by other and Jarger

species.

The habits of the American hm,*notwit!llunding its
similitude to our rabbit, are very peculidi:" 4 does not
burrow like that animal, but recides mostly in “hickets,
or in woods having ar underwood of willows and diwirf
birch.  In summer it cats grass, and in winter the bark
Of willows : it is likewise said to do much dsmage td'the

2 “&bm and turnip fields. In the Hare-Indian :“:']:fei;

Yehere, during winter animals are searce, the

hares form the dﬁa’fmr the natives. Unless dis-

turbed, it never runs about during the day, since its
enemies ane numerous, In high northern latitudes it
becomes, during winter, of a pure white.

The mode of hunting the hare pursued by the
Indians, is nothing nore than destructive posching,

x 4
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They beat a circularfpath in the snow where the hares
abound, over which these simple animals will not readily
jump ; snares are then set in all the hedge-gaps, after
which the Indians beat about with their dogs to drive the

hares into the nooses. The supper of a whole lmrdc’ -~

will often depend upon the success of this operation=3
since, with the ususl improvidence of a hunter’s life,
these Indians seldom keep any store of provisions. The
average weight of the American hareis only four pounds.

Tue Porar Hare,

Lepus  glacialis, Zeack.  Rieh. North. Zool. i, 921.  Varying
Hare, Pennant, Rekaleek, Greenlanders.

* The beauty of this species, which appears o preserve
the delicate whiteneas of its fur during the greater part
of the year, renders it a desirable acquisition to the
parks or preserves in the northern islands of Scotland 2
in size, also, it is supefior to the alpine or varying
hare of that vountry, and its flesh is white and well
flavoured. ®  Its habits are well suited also to districts
which are deatitute of wood ; since it seems to avoid
such situations, and to =eck the sides of hills, where
the wind prevents the snow frem accumulating, and
where, even in winter, it can procure berries and leaves
of evergreens. It does not dig burrows, but shelters
itself anTog ierge stones, or in the hollows of rocks.
Although not a very ~hy animal, it eludes, with un-
common vigilance, the deadly aim of the hunter. .
Richardson gives us a singular Initance of this, in the
following anecdote :—* In .the late boat voyage along
the northern coast of America, we landed on 5 rocky
islet off Cape Parry, which, although no\l above three
hundred yards in diameter, was tenanted by a solitqr
alpine hare.  The whole party went in pursuit of this
poor animal ; bat it availed itself so skilfully of 'the
shelter of the rocks, and retreated with so much eun-
ning activity from stone to stone, that none of us could

* North. Zool,

-
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cbtain a”shot at.it, although i} was never able to ton-
ceal itself from our search for more than a minute or
two at a time,”

The fur in winter is of a snow-white colour, and
bears a strong resemblance to swansdown : it is in prime
order (in latitude 65°) about (he end of October; and
begins to be replacéd in the following April by the
‘summer coat, which is more of less coloured. Iny
higher latitudes, howeyer, this change does not take
Place, since Otho Fabricius informs us that in Green-
land its colour is at all times white.

Tue Aserieay Woonraxn Remspeen,

C“"m(ﬁ‘amndun)sylvcﬁrln, Richardson.  Caribou, Americas

Foyagers. Attehk, Cree Indians. Tantsecati, Copper Indins.

It has been customary, not,only with compilers of
Natural Histories, but.even with professed zoologists,
who should know better, to- mix together all the infor}n-
ation they can find, narrdted by travellers, reganding
the reindeer of the two continents, -and to blend the
‘whole in oue narrative, taking for granted the acouracy |
of a point, which has never been proved, or even pro-
perly investigated, that the reindeer of America and
of Europe are of the same species.  This plan we shall
not ‘adopt. It has been. well observed by Dr. Ric_h-
ardson *, that neither of the two * permanent va-
ricties" of the American reindeer “Ziit ys yet been
Properly compared with the European or Asiatic races ;
and the distinguishing characters, if any exist, are
still unknown. WWith the remarkable fact before us,
that it is only within the last six years (1850) the elk of
sj}‘ﬁden has been discovered to be distinet’ from the elk
o Americs, we may reasonably doubt if similar differ-
ences do not exist in other species of “animals, hllh'crm
UPPosed to inhabit both continents in common. The
history of the European reindeer bas been frequently
given, and is to ho found in the narratives of so many
travellers, that we shall not here repeat what is so gene-

* North, Zook i 233 8
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rally known. But the ¥aanners of the American races
have only been furnished to us by Dr. Richardson.
His observations, therefore, possess both novelty and
value, ag being the result of a long residence, and cof
attentive observation made, in the native regions of
these interesting animals.

The Jarge size of the)woodland reindeer, or Caribou
of the American voyagers, distinguishes it, at first sight,
from that race or variety which lives in the plains.
Although so much saperior in size, its horns are much
smaller ; and even when in good condition, its flesh is
vastly inferior. Its geographic range, as observed by
Dr. Richardson, is'confined to a stripe of low, primitive,
woody rocks, about 100 miles wide; and nearly as many
broad, between the shores of Hudson’s Bay and Lake
Superior. Contrary tosthe other race, they traverse to
the southward in spring. These migrations are per-
formed in herds of such iifimense numbers, that they
will sometimes occupy several hours in erossing the river
near York Factory, in a crowded phalanx : this takes
place in May5 they pass the summer on the marshy,
shores of James Bay, and return northward in Septem-
ber.  Thejr numbers, on these oceasions, may be judged
of, when Mr. Hutchins asserts that de had seen eighty

* head of deer brought in one«lay to York Factory, and

many others were refused for want of salt to preserve
the flesh : @ ndtdves, in fact, continued to destroy the
poor animels merely for thee sake of their skins. ~The
same writer says that the fawns, wlzen taken young,
s00n become as tame as pet lambs. °

A péeuliarity in the anatomical structure of the buclk,
noticed by M. Hutchins, deserves investigation ; it is q
peculiar bag, or cyst, in the lower part of. the fieck, abont
the size of a drown picee, filled with fine flaxen
hair, neatly coiled round to the thickness of an inch ;
it then communicates to an opening through the gkin
placed near the head. Dr. Richardson remarks upon this
fact, that Camper found a membranaceous eyst in the
Eurvpean reindeer, above the thyreid cartilage, and
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Opening into the laryax: byt I have met with no
account of a cyst with a duet opening externally, like
that deseribed by Mr. Hutehins ; and, unfortunately,
Dr. R. was not aware of the alleged fact until his return
o England. If future investization establishes the
fact of a different formation in these parts in the Fu-
Topean and the American: reindser, their distinction as

#pecies will, in our. opinion, be established beyond all
controversy,

Trr Baraex Grovsp Resoeen.

Cervys (Tnmndm) aretica, Richardson. Comman Deer, Hearne.
Took-too, Bsquimase. ‘Tukta, Greenlanders.

This is the second race of reindeer found in. the
drctie regions of America, first -distinctly made knowr
by Dr. Richardson, who «ays it is so small, and weighs
€0 little, “that T have seer‘a Canadian voyager throw a
fall-grown doe over his shoulders, and earry it as au
English buteher would a sheep.” Neither thistnor the
Woodland race have ever heen domesticated 3 while the . -
Ettropean reindeer is well known to be the most do-
mestic animal of our northern nations.  The habits and
the locality of thisssmall animal are very different from
those of the woodland species: Tast described : it only
retires to the woods in winter ; and passes the summer
on the coasts of the Arctic Sea, dutl 'Gh*the barren
grounds, where it feeds rpon various lihems. In
May the females groceed towards the sea coast, and are
followed by the males during the next month : the sun
having then dried up the lichens on the barren grounds,
the deer froquent the moist valleys of the mretic const,
' and pastuie on the withered grass or hay of the preced-
Mg year: this spring jonrney is performed partly on the
00w, and partly, aftor that has disappeared, on the ice.
In September they commence their return to the south,
and they reach ‘the woods during the next month.
During this Journey, which is performed after the snows
have fallen, a bouritiful Providence provides them “with
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a peculiar food, and emjows them with the instinct to
discoverit. The lichens at this season are, as Dr.
Richardson observes, uncommonly tender and pulpy,
being preserved moist and unfrozen by the heat still
remaining in the earth: the deer seom to be aware
of this, and propelled by instinct to such ‘spots. as are
cougenial to the growth of their favourite food ; but
where it is entirely concesled, they procure a certain
supply of it by scraping away the snow with their feet.
The exquisite adaptation of the fur of the reindeer
to resist cold, has been the general subject of admiration
with all travellers. Dr. Richardson says, that from the
closeness of the hair, and the lightness of the skin, it is
the miost appropriate clothing that can be used in the
arctic latitudes. It is, in short, so impervious to cold,
that, with the addition of a blanket of the same material,
«any one so clothed may bivounc on the snow with
safety, in the most intcnsc; cold of an arctic winter's
night. Sir A, Brooke observes, ¢ that the hairs com-
posing their coat are indeed so thick, that it is hardly
possible, by séparating them in any way, to discern the
least portion of their naked hide.” -
The colqur of this reindeer, in its summer dress, is
of a clove brown, mingled with deep 2eddish and yellow-
ish browns ; the under surface of the neck, the limbs,
and the belly being white: the hoofs are very large,
and greatly Vreat : and the posterior ones make a loud
clattering noise when the animal runs.  In regard to
the characters which some namralists:have attempted to
draw, from the configuration of the*harns, of the Ame-
rican afid European races, the remarks of Dr. Richard.
son impress us with a belief that they ara altogethe,
futile: this opinion, in fact, had been expressed by
baron Cuvier, wiio seems to think that the only cha-
riacter common to all he has examined (i"c'llding, as we
presume, both the American and the European races),
is the smoothness and compression o.f the horns in every
gﬁrt, extept in the very small portion connected to the
ursy ' .

.
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On the introduction of th¢ reindecr in the High-
Iands of Scotland, the following judicious observations
have been made by Mr. Bennett® : — < Several attempts
have been made of late years, all which, if we mistake
not, have failed; since one of she most striking pecu-
linrities in their habits appears to have been lost sight
of: we allude 1o their migratory disposition, for which
no allowance has been made: those which have been
introduced, appear to have been turned out into & park
or inclosed ground, in which their nataral food, the
lichen, was supposed to be sufficiently abundant, and
there left to take their chance,” We belieye, that, of
all the attempts to acclimate the reindeer, none has
been more successful than that made at the gardens of
the Society, where a single female, of the white varicty
(European or American ), his lived through two
winters, without suffering any apparent inconvenience ;
her food has been uniformly dry provender.”

Tup Warimt Enx. -
Cervus Strongyloceras, Rick. North. Zool, i. 251.

Many of our readers may probably recolleat the exhi-
bition, at the Egpfian Hall, of several of these stately
looking animals, several years ago, where they__‘g'xcigcd
universal curiosity in the town, from.the, enormous size
of their antlers. ~ They were brought fron: the plains
of the Missouri, and were finally turned ous into some
of the royal privite parks, where it is said they bn\:c
Propagated, although great care is required for their
Preservation.  They live, in their native siate, in
s9all families of six or seven individuals. lhley
would weem to fight with great fury; since two males
were found, neurgEdmomong"lt’ldﬂﬁ; lying dead, with
their horns Tocked fnto cach other: it is said, also, that
the moose and rein doer are occasionally found dead
under similar circumstances. The horns acquire an
immense size ; ang major Smith observes, that at one

X * Zol. Gard, ix. S7
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period they expand with fuch rapidity, that their growth
exceeds an inch and a half per day. In an individual
he alludes to, the horng. of six antlers each, measured
three feet long; another, five feet; and one mentioned by
M. Cuvier, even exceeded six feet.  Authors seem to
be of opinion that the Canadian stag (C. Canadensis) is
a small variety of the“wapiti; but we by no means
conzider that this fact is established, notwithstanding the
comparisons made of their horns by baron Cuvier, In
the size, and in the locality of the two animals, there is
an essential difference: the Canadian stag is always
smaller, and lives in deep forests and rocky mountains ;
while the wapiti is admitted by major Smith o be
““ heavier in body, his legs shorter, his horns longer and
slenderer, and he lives in the savannahs and plains of
the interior.” * * All the Zrae wapitis seen by major Smith,
‘had the tail very short ; but some writers, who mention
the Canadian stag and the wapiti as one, say that the tail
varies from two to four inches: this difference will pro-
bably be foum.l hicreafter to be specific,

Tare Axunrcax Mooss Deen.
Corvus (Alees), North, Zowl i 299, Americans.

Dr, Richardson and major Smith appear to be the
only naturalists who bave expressed a suspicion that the
American nB85¢ Was a different animal to the European
elk. The imperfect statey however, of our national
musenms, rendered it impossible for these naturalists to
ascertain the fact by any difference of outward structure,
since nb preserved specimens of the two kinds could be
consulted. 1€ has therefore been Jeft, as is usually tha
case, for a forcigner to establish the distincfion, ~ We
had the pleasure df seeing this gentleman, when he came
to the British Muscum, ingthe hopes of satisfying hie
inquiries ; but, ! no elk, either European or Ame-
rican, was to be seen, We remember he pointed out
the distiactions of the two with great judgment and skill ;

« Grifl. Cuy, iv, 407,

/
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and we have since heard, tllat, by prosecuting his
researches at the French Museum, he has favoured
the scientific world with the result of his observations.
How long are our public sources of zoological study
thus to ‘excite the surprise, if not the contempt, of
forcigners?  When she officers of the British Museum
are labouring to impress this “twith upon the higher
powers, and when they possess every requisite in zeal
and devotion to their duties, it is really a national
reproach thdt their representations are not sufficiently
attended to.

Living specimens of this noble animal have been oc-
casionally brought to England, aud one was sent to
George the Third from Hudson's Bay. Its manners #
bresent many peculinrities, differing from those of t}!c
other American deer. In genceal, it is a solitary ani-
mal, and hence is endowed with a most exquisite sense
of hearing ; it is, in short, the most shy and wary of
all its congeners, so that moose- hunting is the greatest
accomplishment of an Indian, From. the length of its
legs, and the shortuess of its neck, the moose cannot *
graze, like other animals, upon level ground ; it there-
fore browses on the tops of plants and the lea~es of trees
I summer, and on those of willows and birch in winter:
these the animal often crops as if they had been cut.
by a gardener’s shears. L7 ,

The moose, when not provoked, is an_inoffensive
animal. ¢ The young ones, i parﬁcnl’r,"i“a"s chrne,
“are so simple, fhat I have seen an Indian paddie his
canoe to one in the water, and take it by the poll, with-
out any opposition ; the poor harmless animnl‘seeming
A contented as if swimming by the side of its dam,
looking up’in our faces with the same fearless innocence
as a house lamp wonld, making use of its fore feet every
mstant to clear its eyes of miosquitoes.”y The moose is
the largest of the deer kind, being higher at the shoulders
than the horse; and it is, of all others, the most casy to
tame and domestieye, ’
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 Tue Axts Deen.
Cervus Axis, dwet. Axis, Pling, Buffon.  Parrah, Hindostan.

The elegant spotted markings of the Axis deer, spread
over all parts of the bady, will immediately enable an

\

observer to distinguish it from the fallow deer, It be-

longs to a particular race of this family, chicfly found
in India; and the present, which is the best kinown ex-
ample of the group, is common in the plains and jungles
of India and the neighbouring islands. ‘They have long
been great favourites in European menageries, where Lhey
breed ; and, in favoursble situations, are said to pro-
pagate freely in open parks. Timid and gentle in their
natural disposition, they are said to be particularly mild
and quiet in captivity. Authors attribute to this, and
to several other kinds'of deer, such an extreme sen-
sibility both of taste and smell, that, although fond of
bread, they will not touch 4t if it has previously been
blown upon. The Axis very closely resembles the
fallow deer ip size, form, and even in colour ; but the
buttocks of this is destitute of the broad white patch
which nearly covers that part in the fallow deer.
Tiue Brack-raien Deen,
Cervus Macrotis, Say. Groat-eared Deor, 11, Swith. Cerf
mulet, DestMFAERE Jumping Deer, Hudion's Bay Residents.

We owe the first indication of this species,—peculjm»,
as it would seem, to the plains of the Missouri and the
Columhia, —to the exploratory expedition of Lewis ang
Clarke. Dr. Richardson could not obmi-n any specimens,
but fortunately met with one preserved in En'éland, from
which Mr. Landseer has made an admirable figure, 1.
habiting a climate congenial to our own, the present
seems an animgl well worthy of general introduction,
Its manners, in one respect, are peculiar ; when roused,
it makes off by uninterrupted bounds, raising all its
feet from the ground at once, and vibrating its black-
tipt tail from side to side. From living on the eastern

\
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side of the Rocky Mountains, in the great Buffalo dis-
tricts, where there are abundance of large moose and
Wapiti, this species has hitherto attracted little attention
either from the hunters or residents, Its length is about
& two feet and a half, L

e,
Tur Proxc-nonxen Algeross.

Dicranocerus furcifer, Smith. Antilope Americans, Ord.
Antilope palmata, Desmarest.

The prong-horned antelope is another of those deer,
which, inlmbiting the colder regions of, North America,
appear well fitted to give interest and variety to the
parks of our nobility. Its form, as described by Dr.

_ Richardson, is particularly gracefal, — having a slender
~ head, Jarge cyes, and long, delicate limbs. It stands
L about three foet from the ground, and the fur is of a
clear yellowish brown, darkest,on the back. It is either
-solitary, or lives in small herdsy and appears to be com-
mon on the open plains and low hills st the foot of
the Rocky Mountains, in lat. 53° N., which és its most
northern range. '

The mode of hunting this animal by the Indians is
curious, and is thus uded to by Dr. Richardson :—
“ The Indian hunters have no, difficulty in bringing an
antelope within gunshot, by various stratagems, such
as lying down on their backs and kickingsthéisdeels in
the air, holding up a white rag, or clothing themselves
i a white shirt, anq, showing themselves only at in-
tervais, By these andssimilur manauvres, the curiosity
of the herd is so much roused, that they WW round
the object of their attention, and at length core within

& reachoof the Yunter's shot: this disposition, in the
Present species, is remarkably strong.®  »

. Nmu.z«:l.l,f& .
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Tur Evroreax Rorpuck.

Capreolus Europmus, Smith,  Cervus Capreolus, Linn. Chey-
reuil, Buffon. Rocbuck, Pennant. Rehe, Redbock, German. |
Kosa Dikajs, Russion. Ibec, Tartarr. n—
The roebucks geperally, according to the views of

major Smith, forr a little group in the family of deer,

exclusivelybelonging to the Old World, where they repre-

sent the Mazama deer of North America,and thte brockets

{Subulo) of Brazil and Paraguay. The common roe is

the smallest of European deer, being about four feet

long, and not standing higher than two feet eight inches

at the shoulders. There appears to be three varieties ;

one very red: another yellowish brown grey, and a third

nearly black: all these, however, have a white disk

upon the buttocks, at the root of the tail ; but this dis.
appears in their summer dress. Roebucks are found '*\
over the greatest part of Xurope, and the North of Asia ;
they are not nyncommon in Scotland, but are scarcer in

England. _It is an extremely graceful, active, and beau-

tiful animal: its eye is full of fire, and its limbs are

remarkably pliant: it loves elevated spots on the borders

of woolls, and leaps with. great yigour. As it leaves a

strong scent, advantageous to the hunter, it is endowed

with peculiar sagacity to baffle the dogs. Tt beging,
aftera first desh: forward, to double over its track, and
mislead the hounds ; then breaks the seent by taking

some “prodigious bounds ; and springing off towards a

cover, lies down, and Jets the chase pass. The black vq.

viety is confined to the duchy of Luncburg in Hanover,

“ i
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PARTIL ,°

ON LIVING OR DOMESTICATED BIRDS, SUITABLE FOR
AVIARIES OR PRESERVES.

Iy determining the plan most advisable to be pur-
sued in this division of our volume, much difficulty has
been experienced.  Our first idea was to have drawn up
as complete a catalogue as possible of all such foreign
birds as were to be met with in our putﬂic or private

P Menageries, distinguishing such as were known to have

bred in confinement, and had consequently become do-
mesticated, from such as weresmerely acclimated, ‘or
accustomed to our climate. This, without4loubt, would
have been the most desirable plan of proceeding, and
would have given that information to the lovers of
aviaries, which is now so much wanted ; but further in-
quiry showed us the utter impossibility of doing this,
from the total absence of the necessary materials, It has
1ot been heretofore the custom of recording, in print,
information of this nature, t*;m persone whose trade
liesin the buying and selling of livipg birds, and ofwhich
ﬂltgre are several in London, are not persons cnpfnblc_ of
Writing upon such mnlze:a, even had they the inclination
to reveal what they no doubt consider the secrets-of
their craft, The Zoological Society, on the otker hand,

>

mly emBracing wthin its objects the whole animal king-

dom, has hitherto found itself so occupied, and its atten-
tions go distracted by the multiplicity of its concerns;
and the paucity of itg working members, that nothing
worth mentioning has heen communicated to the public
on this interesting subject. However desirable, there-
fore, such an exposition as we at first contemplated |
would be, it never can be carried into execution, unless
-

. L 2
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by the powerful and united assistance of those who di-
rect their time and attention almost exclusively to the
rearing and management of birds. :
The second plan that suggested itself, was to write a,
popular account of “those birds only which were usually®
seen in menagerieg and which, with few exceptions,
would comprise the most remarkable in the feathered
creation : but this is the sort of selection commonly
made in all popular histories of birds, whether large or
small, and would have been somewhat unsuited to the
nature of these Treatises. The histories of such birds
as the ostrich, eagle, vulture, nightingale, &ec, &e. are
now so well known, that, through the pages of the
 Penny .\lagaainos," they are alreadyin the hands of half
the artisans in thegkingdom ; and the snbject has heen
so exhausted, that the ablest pen could only repuz,"
under a different form af words, the same anecdotes and *.
the same facts that thespublic are now pretty well tired
of hearing. «The biography of birds, no less than of
quadrupesls, is a distinet ‘branch of Natural History. A
writer in this department can only give originil inform-
ation, when he treats of subjects which he has seen in a
state Of nature: he has nothing to do with science,
properly so called ; his busiucss)‘ies only with facts, and
these he is to go out in the fields and gather as best he
can. Now,sin regard (o the native birds, this is a
matter, of no great difficulty, as the materials for original
remarks are all before him. W ith him, ipdeed, Natural
History is a pursuit of obseryation, and nothing else.
But if he wishes to extend his sphere, and to describe
the manners of birds he has never seen, from that mo-
ment he must virtually become nothipg more athan a /
compiler : his subject is one which not only Prccludesgﬁ
but absolutely forbids, all deviation from the materigle
he may gather from others ; he has to pin his faith on
« the statements that have been already made, and merely
e an arranger and RAITAOr of other men’s say~
vings,  Compilations, th‘{“‘ﬁm‘: on the natural histories of
birds, and, indeed, of animals generally, are innumerable,

a



INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 149

and require not to be increased by a volume, upon this
plan, in the Caniver or Narvrar Histony.

= Seeing, therefore, that of the two plans alreadymention-
ed, oné was impracticable, and the other uncalled for, &

4 third suggested itself as not only useful, but, in some

41

4
/

&y

respects, original.  Without altogetBar rejecting the in-
troduction of those specfes usually @een in menageries,
— an omission which would belie the title of our volume,
— we have been guided in the rest of our selection by
introducing such birds as are adapted both for small
and large collections ; giving the preference to those
species that can be kept in compartments of the plea-
sure grounds, or in inclosed -canals, ponds, or other
fresh waters. This part of our volume will, therefore,
not be so much a guide to the visiters of aviaries as to
those who desire to be themselves the possessors of one,
Towever small, There are few private gentlemen in
this kingdom, living in the ceuntry, or on their own
estates, who do not possess a feficed inclosure, a poultry-
yard, or & pond, — one or all of which, with very little
trouble, will be sufficient to contain a few of these birds,
the number and variety of which may be regulated ac-
cording to circumstances, and may be increased, as capa-
hilities exist for theiry accommodation, to any” extent.
We think that this mode of grnamenting our grounds,
and of exciting an additional interest both to their pro-
prietors and their visiters, has been very much ngglected.
To us, indeed, the sight of a hird in a confingd cage,
however we may admire it, always excites an unpleasant
fecling of captivity, Which does not force itself on the
mind if the same bird js seen within a large inclosure it,
the ta\en air, ox gwimming at ease in its native elemenn
We fave not, fiowever, in the following selection, merely
brought before the reader @ portion of asuch birds as
have been already introduced into this country 5 but
many others are noticed, which, from the nature of
their food or habits, joil;cd to their beauty or variety,
seem equally caleulated to bear our climate.  Among
these are several which we merely know from the de-

L3 3
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scriptions given of them in systematic works: but as
their native countries are pointed ont, ah opportunity
may thus be given to such of our countrymen as are
residing abroad, to procure them : at all events, they will
know what birds will be most esteemed in this country, .
of such as are hete described, end whether they are®”
worth the trouble and expense of sending them alive from
any great distance.

The aquatic birds of the rasorial diyision (which
includes the whole of the swans, geese, and ducks)
have more especially claimed our attention; and this,
for several reasons. In the first place, a very large
proportion are of species which will freely live upon
ponds, and such other small picces of water as are
always to be met with in the country, and are therefore
more adapted as ornaments to the residences of pri-
vate gentlemen. To thesebirds, also, there is gererally L
some little history attacbed, beyond a mere description e

* of their plumage, elucidating the economy of the species
themselves in » state of nature, and guiding the amateur
in many things corinected with their proper management.
Secondly, the majority of these birds are so hardy 5a8
to need no other care than shelter during frost,—a pro-
tection which can generally be given them in the
outbuildings of a gentleman’s, establishment, where a
common stove would keep the air sufficiently warm to
prevent injury to the’ birds. Thirdly, the aquatic
and the rasorial orders are those only, with very fow
excaptions, which breed in confinement; and ghie
faculty opens a fresh source of dnterest and delight to
their possessor—enabling him not only to increase his
own stock; but to exchange or d‘mtribme the eggs anqd
young among his friends and neighbours, We nt,
that the numerous species of cage birds, particularly of .
the family of parrots, are more brilliant in thejr plumag, {
and may, among our female amateurs, receive the Iirc:
ferknce ; but these birds, generally sold at high prices,
have nothing but their simple beauty to recommend

#em: they do not increase ‘an(] multiply under our
eyes: we know nothing of their history, but their name
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and the country they inhabit ; and had they been more
prominently noticed in this selection, our descriptions
would have assumed all the technieality of a scientific
treatise, instead of detached pieces of ornithological

| biography. To those, however, who desire a short
“compendium upon the parrots dlane, the interesting
volume by Mr. Selby*; on this fatnily, is the best they
can procure,

Nearly the whole of the rasorial birds are well known
to be eminently capable of domestication ; and we should
Jeel regret at our limits not allowing us to treat of them
in more detail, but that a small volume upon this
ordert has already appeared, which will in & great
easure supply the deficiencies of this : it will also put
the reader in possession of a number of coloured figures
of the principal species, which cowld not be here intro-
duced under any circumstances, With the exception of
sime few groups, such as the true grouse, the sand
grouse, the bustards, and a Very few others of minor
note, the whole of the Rasores may be considered as
adapted to our menageries ; while those which, in their
own circles, are also rasorial types, live and propagate
almost as well as in'a state of nature. To have intro-
duced all these, however, into our present list, (such as
the genus Phasianus, Numida; Gallus, &c.) would hive
been quite impossible, seeing that they would almost fill
an entire volume. R ' ol 77

According to a list just published by the Zoological

ociety, as a guidesto their menagerie, the following
‘{""’ic’ appear now to be in their possession in a }mng
state : e

Phasianus colehicus Linn. Common Pheasant.
torfuatus Tem. Clhinese ring-necked ditto,
Nyethemerus pictus S, Gald Phexant.
A nrgentatus See. Silver ditto.
Phasianus : Recvesii. Hardio, Roevess ditto.
pectoralis : Purple-breasted ditto.
Ceriornis Temminekii Sio. Temminck's Satyr.
-
* Naturalist's Library, vol. xv. + Thid, vol. v}
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Gallus Sonneratii Zem,

Pavo Javensis ,

Numida meleagris.

Colomba (Enas Linn,
palumbus Linn.

|

[No systematic Names affized. ]

Peristers chalcoptera Sw,

Columba mystaces Tem.
cruenta Lath.
risorin Linn,
turtur Lina,
Corensis G,
leucocephala Minn,

. Nicobarica Linu.
Ectopistes migeatoria Sw. o
Ortyx Virginianus Steph, o
Coturnix Chinensis Cur,
Crax aloctor Linn.

clobifers Libn.
Yarrellii Bemn,
rubra; Linn,
Ourax eryJdirorynchus Sic,
Lophocerus galeatn Sie. :

Sonnerat's Jungle Fowl.
Javanese Peacock.
Common Guinea Fowl.
Stock Dove,

Woodpizeon,

Aureted or Mountain Dovee,

Zenaida ditto, .

Barred Turtle,
'IS‘collongLneckcd ditto,
riangular-epot Pigeons,
Necklace Pisg:(m. g
Russet Pigeons, :
Bronze-winged Pj 5
Moustached ditto,
Red-breasted Pigeon,
Collared Turtle Doves,
Common Turtle,
Cora Dove.,
White-crowned Pigeon,
Nieobar Pigeons.
Passenger Pigeon.
Virginian Quail,
Chinese Quail,
Crested Curassow.
Globose Curnssow,
Yarrell's ditto. |
Red ditto.
Razor-bellied ditto.
Galeated ditto.

Dromiceus Australis S Erou.
Struthio Camelus Linn. o Ostrich,
Casuarigs galeatus Cassowary.
Rhen Americana Fieil \ Rhea,

Considering the vast number of rasorial birds which,
there is every reason to believe, miftht live healthily ang
freely in our aviaries, the above appears to us g ve
scanty list, not at all commensurate to whn't. the Sociaty {
might possess, had their plans not embriced sych g
diversity of offjects ; and yet this collection of (he
LRasores is probably equal to any at present existing in’
is country.*® X
_ The experience of every day, indeed, shows the jn.

i birds In the possession of tho ear] of Dert
sald o hbo'l:nwon °§ ’ll;ll;l f know nothing of it beyond thjs l'ep:ﬁm Lo

. '
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caleulable advantages of a division of [labour, in the
most comprehensive sense of the principle.  Before the
institation of the Zoological Sociéty, we question whe=
ther such an assemblage of rasorial birds existed in this
kingdom ; but now that we havg another society, re-
stricting itself alone to this branch of zoology, it is
natural to suppose thai, in a sho?t.time, we may find
that the number of the Rasores alive in their collection
will be doubled, or perhaps trebled, to those we now
possess,

. From what we have seen of the manner of keeping
the rasorial and the cage birds in the two Zoological
Gardens of the metropolisy it appears to us that both
are open to much improvement. The paramount object
should be, as we conceive, to give them as great an
appearance of being in a natural shabitation as the cir-
Cumstances of their confinement will possibly admit,
and to preserve all the exotic “species tecurely sheltered
from those sudden changes in "the atmosphere which are,
unfortunately, the great characteristic &f this country.
The misery which these poor little birde exhibit in
themselves, with their feathers ruffled, and their heads
drawn up betwoeen their shoulders, in the spring. and
autumn, when exposed in open cages, is really me-
lancholy to witness ; and takes away more than half the
Pleasure the spectator would otherwise feel : instead of
life, activity, and animation, we plainly see misery and
Wretchedness exhibited in the deportment of all but
our native hardy bigds, which nobody eares to look at,
becanse they may bé deen every where. The only way
to remedy this, is to have the whole collection of exotic

under glass, on the same principle as the admirable
and elegant Building erected by Mr, Cross at the Surrey
Gardens for hig quadrupeds, and which, being pro-
perly ventilated, might easily be kept, during the colder
months, at a fixed temperature, 1n lieu, also, of the
formal straight perches, and gravelled bottoms to the
separate cages, shrube of different kinds might be <ntro-
duced, either Permanently or in pots, capable of being
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oceasionally removed when they had grown teo large,
upon which the birds might sport about as in a state of
liberty : the gravelled bottoms of the cages, also, are
very objectionable. - In the first place, they are often |
very .injurious to the feet of many birds, who, in a'state }o .
of nature, are accustomed to run upon the green sward, /"
but who are now coipelled to Walk upon what is, to
them, pointed and Sharpened flints : there are numbers
of our native creeping ‘plants which would grow at the
bottoms of their cages in any soil, and thus always
coyer them with a carpet of green, pleasing to the
eye of the spectator, and doubly pleasing to the poor
birds, who would thus rum or walk with pleasure ‘to
themeelves, and with more life and agility, = Such spe-
cies, again, as show the least digposition to breed, (and
many, we have no doubt, would do this, if their habi-
tations were constructed on the principle we are now
advocating,) should be more particularly supplied by
natural shelter; that is, the'shelter of leaves and branches:
dwarf trees or ‘shrubs, having dense foliage, should be
put in theirvinclosures, within which the nests may be
constructed among the branches, and the females gereened
from observation. The parrots, néarly all of which
build in hollow trees, might have such retreats provided
for incubation. The present mode of putting boxes
and pigeen-holes into all aviaries, without regard to the
different mature of the birds,is but a rude and in.
adequate. substitute for snore appropriate contrivances,
In short, we consider that the arg of preserving and
rearing foreign birds in thns‘ coatitry, is quife in its
infanvy'; and our only surprise is, that, with the jp.
adequate means that are employed, any species are
kept alive more than a few months afte their béing
consigned to ‘such comfortless habitations, We Te- .
member to have séen, not long ago, in the Zoologie)
Gardens, early in the spring, when the cutting north
winds made us glad of a great coat, the Senegal turaceo
(Corythaia Senegalensis) (_lroopmg in the same open
cage ns contained a collection of Englich finchies, and
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other of the commonest and most hardy bids: *now
the Corythaiz, in its natural state, is well known to
inhabit the hottest parts of Africa, and is so litttle

-adapted to this climate, that it has never been known to

breed ; it consequently requires perpetual warmth, even
for the comfortable enjoyment o}) existence. Can it be
wondered at, therefore, that so?much mortality takes
place in the Society’s collection ? and not only in theirs,
but in all others? It may, indeed, be urged, that es-
tablishments like those of the Surrey Gardens and the
Regent's Park are so much occupied in attending to the
general interests of their concerns, that they have
¥either the time, the funds, nor the assistance to render
any one department moreé efficient than it now is; more
especially ag, in addition to the immense and complicated
concerns of their gardens, the Zoological Society’s mu-
seum is now of such magnitude, as almost to require a
separate Society to conduct s management, and render
it of that effectual service® to science, which, under
adequate management and an enlarged establishment, it
is so well calcalated to prove. - =
In the following pages we have noticed several of
those rasorial birds belonging to the genus Crax, which,
from their affinity jo the domestic fowl, might be suc-
cessfully introduced into oy aviaries, or kept in separate
inclqsurc—s of the poultry-yard. It does not appear
that' the Saclety has yet succeeded in bresding these
birds, although their management is so well under-
stood in Holland, that they have been reared there
with the same ohe as commion poultry. So much
confusion, however, seems to exist among the Ipecies
of these binds, gs they now stand, thaf; in pointing
oft such = aye likely to succeed in Britain, we have
thought it best to adhere to the ndmenclature and
descriptions of M, Temminck, in whose admirable
volumes the reader will find much more respecting
them, than we can afford space for in this, The
native fowls, with_those two most elegant Oriental
pheasants, Nyethemerus pictus. and Nye. argentatus
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(the gold and the silver), together with the different
species of curassow birds, are those most likely to breed,
and perpetuate their kinds, under the management of
those who will sedulously persevere in using ¢ all
appliances and means to boot™ to effect such an object :
when once these moans are discovered, all the real
difficulty ceases; and with the fact upon record, that a
Duteh amateur could desire his cook to kill a curassow
bird, with the same ease as if he ordered a turkey or a
fowl, we negd not despair of being able eventually to
do the same thing in England.

Let us now turn to the aquatic birds, or rather to
those which are of the rasorial division of that order ;
and these are all comprised in the family of the
Anatida, or ducks, collectively so called. Most of those
we haye ineluded in owr selection are much more hardy
than the generality of the foreign gallinaceous birds,
requiring less care in every*way, and are therefore more
adapted for private collections ; this is one of the rea-
sons that have iiduced us to give them so prominent a
place in our Kst. Some of these may be kept by any
person, from the gentleman farmer who has a ducke
pond in his fields, to the wealthy owner of a country
seat, whose grounds are watered bysa river or artificial
canal. To these might be. added other well known
aquatic fowls, not particularly described in this work -
such as theswater-hen, coot, dab-chick, &o. ; which, if
once locatrd, and kept perfectly undisturbed by dogs,
&e., would soon increase without funther care, trouble,
or expense. For the other hard§ ‘species, food and
shelter during the depth of winter seems to be all that
is necessary ; while, if the sides of the pond are inclosed
by a properly constructed iron fence, little ddnger might
be apprehended ‘wither from dogs or other enemies,

It appears from the Guide 1o the Zoological Society's
Gardens,” published under their authority, that the fol-
lowing species are now (August, 1857) living in their
menageries ; — :

-\

k3
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K2
SwaANS.
Cygznus olor Briss. Tame Swan.
ferus Briss. Wild Swan.
atratus Meyer, Mlack Swan.
.
-
Grrse, L4 :
Cereopsis Australis Sw. Pigeon Goose.
Anser leucopsis Bechst. Brent Goose,
bernicla Barnacle Go
Canadensis Canada ditto.
cygnoides Chinese ditto.
Gambiensis Ray. Spur-wingcd dmo.‘
Sandvyicensis Fig. Sandsieh Island ditto.
Egyptincus Briss. Egyptian ditto.

Sw.

Dendrocygnus orylhrorynchus} ed-billed Tree Duck.
.

Fresawaren 1Jucks. Aratine.

Dendronessa sponsa S e  American Summer Duck.
galericulata Sie. Mandayin Duck.
Boschas domestica Lin. ‘ommon Wild Duck.
formosa Swe. Beautiful Feal
crecea Sw, Common Teal.
Anas clypeata Linn. Common Shoyeller.
Dafila acuta Leach. Pintail. v

Chauliodus Strepera Ste. Gadwall.
-

Sea Drcks.  Fuliguline.

Iden-eye
Clangula vulgaris Leach. Common, of Ga i

2 . ]T Garrot.
Fuligula eristata I’ach. r Tufted Ducke

Considering that the aquatic species rzecesmﬂly form
but @ porfion of the general collection, and that the
attention of the Society is not directed to any one par-
ticular family of birds, but is gpreafl over the whf)lc,
the foregoing list may be considered a fair proportion-
ate amount of species ; and yet, when we view itin
reference to the number of the Anatc‘dm_that are known
to bear confinement, or whose habits give every reason
to believe that they are fitted for partial domestieation,
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the collection is a very small one. In the General His-
tory of Birds, Dr. Latham enumerates no less than 145
species of this family ; and although he makes no dis-
tinction between the freshwater ducks and those which
more peculiarly inhabit the sea, yet the iverage number
of the latter cannot Be taken at more than one third ;
seeing that in the other two thirds we should include
not only the ducks, but the swans and geese.  Hence
it results, that there are probably little short of 100
species of s family which may be supposed capable
of being acclimated, or domesticated, if the especial atten-
tion of any influential Society were directed more to this
family than to any other. But to do this effectually, much
more time, trouble, and expense must be dovoted to
them, than has hitherto been the custom,— at least in
the aviaries of this coufitry. Many of the most beau-
tiful species, from being peculiar to warm climates,
must be sheltered, and kept in an artificial temperature,
nearly one-half of the year, and the greater part enjoy
the same comfort ‘during the winter. To accomplish
this, there appears no other effectual means than in-
closing them in large glass preserves, something similar
to that at ‘*he Surrey Zoological Gardens; one being
devoted to the tropical Anatide, or“those of a more
tender constitution ; the other to such as merely requiré
Protection from frost. The expense of such buildings,
it may be irged, would be very great: but then jt
should be rémembered, that, when once erected, they
would endure for years; they would,f‘e Permanent re.
siderices, and insure a success in the preservation and

rearing of living birds we know not how to scoom.

Plish by any other means.

The recent estahlishment of the Ornithologica] Society

of London, whose objects are entirely limited to the
¢athered creation, and more especially to the ragorial
order and its representatives, PTomises to realise all that
¢ Mave said on this interesting subject. The peculiar
Privilege jomessed by this Society, of using the noble
canal'in the royal parks as their aquatic preserves, gives

& 7
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them advantages in this respect, which no other Society
can enjoy without an expense that would be altogether
chimerical. These wide expanses of water, although
situated almost_close to the densely peopled quarters of
the metropolis, are yet of such gxtent, that, by their
sides being judiciously ,planted with aquatic plants and
shrubs, they are sufficient to ‘cgntain hundreds of
aquatic birds, who might securely breed in the shelter
of its banks when sufficiently clothed with plants;
while from these preserves, in a few years, the eggs and
voung of the most domesticated sorts might be distri-
mted and dispersed to those of the nobility and gentry
throughout the kingdom. The same results, although
in a less degree, may reasonably be expected from their
intention of cultivnting‘ and propagating the true
rasorial birds. The rapid increase of this Society, in-
deed, is very remarkable. Twelve months have scarcely
elapsed since it merely corfsisted of a few public-
spirited individuals, who jusily conceived, that to bring
under the eye of the multitude an “ufitaxed” display
of animated nature, would contribute to goften and hu-
manise the lower orders, and to interest the intelligent.
Nor has this expectation been disappointgd: their
wotives have been sppreciated, and their exertions se-
conded so promptly, thatein these few months the
Society now numbers near 200 members, including all
the most eminent ornithologists ; while it is pasronised by
the highest ranks in the kingllom. Thus eacouraged,
their plans have bgn enlarged ; and as their funds in-
crease, they propose’ forming a museum of preserved
birds and a library of ornithological works, 1t 18 with
Zreat pleasute that we can state, that in these most
desirable iffteritions they have received the support of
the Zoological Society ; from whose exfepalve museum,
already overburthened with duplicates, & liberal donation
of specimens, as it js understood, Will be presented,
We cannot sufficiently extol such liberal feeling, and
such a conrse of sonnd policy as regards the @lvance-
ment of science; an advancement which can nevee be
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so much accelerated as by this division of labour. It
is chiefly, however, to its foreign correspondents and
active well-wishers that the Society must look for the
acquisition of those species which are not indigenous ;
and for those, also, which have not been yet imported alive

into this country; for the amount of the anuual sub.

scription is so small, that the funds of the Society will not
admit of expensive purchases from the ordinary deslers
in birds; and a considerable outlay must be made in the
erection of suitable aviaries, &c., which are absolutely
necessary for ulterior success. We trust, therefore,
that our countrymen in all parts of thc-colbniés, as
well as those who are residing in foreign' climates, will

A

second the objects of the Society, by donations of those

domesticated or other birds, which can be procured in
the countries where they are now residing.®

Tue Wurre-uraven EAcre,
Aquila Tencocephalus, Auct.  (Fig, 22.)
This majestic bird is chiefly coafined to 'the colder
latitudes of the New World, where it secms to represent

the golden eagle ; its appearance in the North of Euraope
is rare, and probably accidental. Like others of jts
tribe, the plumage, in youth a.n(l in mature age, is esson.
tially different. Until the third year) the general coloyy
ie uniform brown ; it then begins to show a few white
feathers on the head ; and finally, by the end of the
fourth year, ‘the whole head, neck, and tail becornsg
pure white. Eminently distinguished by al] the strength,
the courage, %nd the tyranny of his congeners ; ang ge.
customed, in his native wilds, to soar in mid air, plunge

into the falling cataract, and give chase to others Joss

* Comminteati bo addressed to Harry A
Secretary, of the Saclety's Rooms, Pall Mall, London, o0 Esdj Hot
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powerful than himself ; the
white-headed eagle must not
be judged of as he appears in
captivity, mewed up in the
narrow _confines of a cell.
Let us, «hen, turn to the
dclightf‘l volumes of the
American Ornithology for his
true character.

«This distinguished bird,”
says Wilson, * as he is the
most beautiful of his tribe,
. and the adopted emblem of
“* pur country, is entitled to
.. particular notice. Formed

" by natwre for braving the
ST everest cold; feeding equally
on the produce of the sea and®of the land ; possessing
powers of flight capable of oufstripping even the tem-
pests ; unawed by any thing but man ; *and, from the
etherial heights to which he soars, lookings abroad, at
one glance, on an immeagurable expanse of forests, fields,
lakes, and ocean, deep below him ; he appears indifferent
to the little vicissitudas of change of season, as, in a few
minutes, he can pass from swmmer to winter, from the
lowest to the highest regions of the atmosphere: he is,
‘he’?fort‘, found at all seasons in the countries he in-
hf’bl“; but prefers the shores of sea coasts, and the larger
rivers and lakes, fi the great partiality he has for
fish. In procuring these, he displays, in a singular
manner, the genius and energy of his character ; which
18 figree, contesnplative, daring, and tyrannichl, — attri-
3 butes not exetted but on particular occasions, but, when
put forth, overpowering all opposition. Efvated on the
high dead limb of some gigantic tree, he seems calmly
to w“‘emphm the motions of the yarious feathered tribes
below, pursuing their busy avocations ;—the snow-white
gulls winnowing the air—the busy Z'ringa coursing glong
the sands — trains of ducks, streaming over the surs
M 575
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face—silent and watchful cranes, intent and wading—
clamorous crows, and all the winged multitudes that
subsist by the bounty of this vast liquid magazine of
nature. High over all these, hovers one whose action

instantly arrests his attention. By his wide curvature o o]

of wing, and sudrie‘{; suspensign in the air, he knows

him to be the fish-hawk, settling over some devoted
victim of the deep. His eye kindles ag the sight, and,
balancing himself with half-opened wings on the branch,
he watches the result. Down, rapid as an arrow from
heaven, descends the object of his attention ; the roar of
its wings reaching the ear as it disappears in the deep,
making the surges foam around! At this moment, the
eager looks of the eagle are all ardour, and, levelling his
neck for flight, he sees the fish-hawk once more emerge,
struggling with his prey, and mounting in the air with
screams of exultation. These are the signal for our
hero, who, launching into the air, instantly gives chase,
and soon gains on the fish-hawk. Each exerts his ut-
most to mount above the other; displaying, in these
rencontres,* the most sublime aérial evolutions. The
unencumbered eagle rapidly advances, and is just on the
point of reaching his opponent, when; with a sundden
scream, probably of despair andshonest execration, the
latter drops his fish. The eagle, poising himself for a
moment, as if to take a more certain aim, descends like
a whirlwind, snatches it in his grasp ere it reaches the
water, sad bears his ill-gotten booty silently away to
the woods.” ] A0

Many of the habits of this pdwerful robber are a].
together cowardly and ignoble: if pressed for food, he
devours carrion, which he steals in the* same manyey
from the black American vulture.  Dr, Richardson re-

marks, thiit ®'the industry with which the parents pro. -

vide their young with f?oxl, is oftgn attested by the ajy
being tainted, to a considerable distance from the nest,
by the smell of the fish that they are unable to consume,

That simple and matter-of-fact philosopher, Dr.
Prankland, views the habits 6f this bird under a dif-
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ferent light.  * For my own part,” says the doctor, 1
wish the bald eagle had not"been chosen as the repre-
sentative of our country: he is a bird of a bad moral
character ; he does not get his living honestly : you may
have seen him perched on some dead tree, where, too
lazy to fish for himsel® he watch# the labour of the
tishing hawk ; and when that diligent bird has at length
taken a fish, and is bearing it to his nest for the sup-
port of his mate and young ones, the bald eagle pursues
him and takes it from him. With all this injustice, h
is never in good case ; but, like those among men who
live by sharping and robbing, he is generally poor, and
often very lousy. Besides, he is a rank coward : tAhe
little king-bird, not bigger than a sparrow, attacks him
boldly, and drives him out of the d‘i'stri'ct. He is, there-
fore, by no means a proper emblem for the brave and
honest Cincinnati of America.. I am, on this account,
not displeased that the figuresis not known as the bald
cagle, but looks more like a turkey.” .

The Americans call this, very improperly, the bald
eagle, from its white head : in its young state, it can
scarcely be distinguished from the cinereous eagle of
Europe (A. atbicella) ; and both are among The most
common birds of our menageries.

Tae Cosxyon Peacock. >

2 3 -
Pavo cristatus,” Lina.

All that is beautdbus in the tints of the rainbow, or
refulgent in the gems of the earth, and all that is splen-
did and dazzlipg in the feathered nation, is concentrated
in this queenwof birds ; for the beauty of the peacock is
truly feminine. The smallness of the headyadorned with
what appears to be an artificial rather than a natural
crest, the length and delicacy of her neck, the gentle swell-
ing of her breast, and her Argus robe of many tints,
— all conspire to give this impression to her beholder ;
and yet there are hundreds, nay thousands, who will pag
such a paragon of loveliness with no other t,.jlan an idle

2
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glance, — whose souls seem incapable of embracing the
true idea of perfect beautp, and who only appreciate that
which is uncommon. Were it known that a paradise
or a humming bird could be seen alive in any of our .
zoological gardens, —e birds which, however beautiful, sink A
into insignificance™N\pefore this, — half London would
flock to see them :«nay, if one of those monstrous abor-
tions — a double-headed chicken, which we have more
than once read of — could have been fed and reared, the
owner would have made his fortune! Thus does curi-
osity, in minds essentially vulgar, predominate over the
lasting sense of beauty ; and the glories of the visible
heavens, no less than the splendour of the peacock, are
passed with indifference by unreflecting millions, be-

cause both are every-day sights.
The native regiofis of the domestic or common pea-
cock are in the southern provinces of Asia, whence it was
imported, ““in the ships pf Tarshish *,” so far back as

the reign of king Solomon. The gluttonous and de-
based Romans seem to have prized them more for the
fancied delitacy of their tongues than for any thing else,—

a part of the bird which no one in modern times would
think ofecating. The noble bird, however, was held in

far different estimation by the Gréks, who considered it

a fit emblem and companidn of their fabulous queen of
heaven ; and Juno was always represented accompanied

by her peacock. !

The Rabits of these *birds in a state of nature have
been thus described by an eye-wijthss: — They abound
chiefly in close wooded tracts, particularly where there
is an extent,of long grass for lhen'l torange in. They are /
very thirsty birds, and will remain only Where theyocan
have easy accgss to water. If ﬂ_“"e be trees near such ™ .
spots, the peacocks may be seen’mounting into them te
roost, every evening towards dusk : here they continue
until the sun rises, when they descend to feed ; and pass
the mid-day in the heavy covers. They are very fear-
fl:l of*all quadrupeds, especially of dogs, since they are

« o Chron, ix. 21, 1 Kings, x. 22,
.
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preyed upon by jackals, and probably by tigers. Their
nest is made on the ground, commonly on a bank
slightly raised above the surrounding level, where, in
some appropriate bush, they collect leaves, small sticks,

@ &c. ; and sit 50 close as not to be scgred even by passen-
gers whom they can see: they hasgch from twelve to
fifteen eggs, and the old" birds atten _and lead out the
young in the same way as our domestic fowls.

The peacock is not found within a considerable dis-
tance round Calcutta ; but, according to captain Wil-
liamson, whom we are now quoting, their general ren-
dezvous seems to be in the Junglelerry district : all the
woods in the nabob of Oude’s territories are full of
them. ““In the passes of the former district,” observes

: our author, “ I have seen such quantities of pea-
‘.} fowls as have absolutely surprised ma : whole woods were

covered with their beautiful plumage, to which a rising
sun imparted additional brilliaicy ! the small patches of
plain among the long grass, fnost of them cultivated,
and with mustard then in bloom, which induced the
birds to feed, increased the beauty of the scene. I
speak within bounds, when I assert that there could
not be less than 1200 to 1500 individuals, of various
sizes, within sight aty once. Quite fascinated with so
grand a display, I refrained from disturbing them. I
have frequently seen great numbers assembled, but
nothing to compare to what I witnessed on thiswmccasion,
where one might have thoughe all the peacocks within
fifty miles had assembled by common consent.* The
female peacock, like several other rasorial birds, after
ceasing to lay eggs, not unfrequently assumes the
Pl_l:‘glage of the male; and in an instance which fell
under the plrsonal knowledge of Dr. Latham, the de-
ception as to sex was so perfect, that the*old female, at
the time of her death, appeared in the plumage of & young
male. In former times, the feathers were much valued as
ornaments, and the crest was used as an ornament by the
higher ranks both in India and in this country. In the

# Oriental Fleld Sports, IL 61, General Hist, of Birds, viiil, 113, »
M 8 ~
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reign of king John, a fine was levied on one Ernald de
Aclent, among which peacocks’ feathers formed one of
the items ; and even so lite as queen Elizabeth’s reign,
the ocellated feathers of the train were made into costly
fans: the price, however, doubtless, depended more.
upon the value of thie handles, which were generally of
silver, and sometim¥s of gold," than upon the feathers.
Albinos, or white peacocks, are not uncommon ; yet,
even in these the ocellated spots may still be traced by a
different undulation in their shade. It has been said by
Dr. Latham, that the peacock has also been found in a
wild state in Africa ; but there seems no good authority
for this assertion, and we do not believe it ; still less do
we attach any credit to that by the same writer, of its
being ““ found wild at St. Helena, also at Barbadoes, and
other West India islands ;™ such localities appear to us

as improbable, as that England was one of the native .

regions of the Americanshumming-birds.
Peacock-shooting is éne of the fiell sports of our
countrymen incIndia. It is somewhat dangerous, how-
ever, inasmuch as the places they inhabit are also
such as are in general most frequented by the tiger.
When numbers are scattered in a Jungle, it is ecasy to
get a shot; but captain Williggneon says he always
found much difficulty when the birds unite in flocks of
forty or fifty together, as at such times they suddenly
become £xtremely shy, they will not then rise on the
wing, and they run e remarkably fast, that a heavy
spaniel or pointer can seldom catgh them. When on
the wing, like nearly all rasorial birds, they fly strong,
but very heavy; and if merely winged, they soon re-
cover their’fall, take to their legs, and generally escape.
The most certain mode of killing one or®two birds, is
by stealingader the trees at night, particularly when
the moon is sufficiently bright to enable the birds to be
clearly distinguished and easily shot. They may also
be run down by horsemen. When a bird is discovered
ina tree, which is frequently the, case in those districts
re they are plentiful, a person on an active and

Ao
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docile horse, being provided with a long whip, may
eventually so completely fatigue it as to lash it down,

“ or twirl the whip round itsweck. In other parts of

India, as one of our old travellers assert®, the natives

_ catch them by carrying lights to the trees upon which

they roost, holding up, at the samg time, painted re-
presentations of the bird ; and whﬂ; the peacocks stretch
out their neck to look at the figures a noose is passed
over their head b¥ which they are secured. The age of
the peacock is stated in gome instances to be very great.
Aristotle mentions twenty-five years ; bt one is re-
corded + which belonged to Mr. Hinwood, of Cordenham
in Cornwall, which, after attaining to the alleged age
of ninety, was accidentally killed.

The pescock, as a domestic bird, is now more orna-
mental than useful : although formerly they were much
more valued for the table than they are now, yet at the
present day they are esteemed, when young, as 2 great
delicacy. The young may be fed upon curd and barley-
meal, and similar subetances: in five or six months
they attain to their full size, but do not acquire the
perfeet brilliancy of their plumage until the third year.

The expansive power of the train is well known
most persons, indeed, believe thisis the tail; but the tye
tail consists of brownish, plain coloured feathers, not
more than eighteen inches Iong ; whereas those gorgeous
plumes, which generally bear this name, are, no other
than the upper tail covers, developed to @n unpre-
cedented length, agd which, when expanded, are sup-
ported from behi:j by the real tail. There are several
instances of this deyelopement, although ina lﬂfs degree,
among rasorjal birds, no less than in their repre.
sefltatives : sthe most remarkable of these, among the
latter, is our Calurus resplendens, or respleqylent trogon
of tropical America.

A lengthened description of a bird so well known, is
entirely unnecessary in this place ; yet @ brief natice of

¥ Tavernier, iil, 57, 1 Lath. Gen. Hisg
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its general characteristics may properly be added. The
crest has twenty-four lance-shaped feathers, of which
the naked shafts represent the handles, and the webbed
tips the heads. The body, above, is golden green, glossed

with brassy : the wing covers are green gald with brassy 20

reflections ; the undér parts of the body being dusky,
varied with green gdid : the siffes of the head have two
narrow white stripes —one above, the other below the eye.
The superb ocellated spots of the tailcovers commence
at the lower part of the back; and the feathers gradually
become longer and longer, until they sometimes reach
length of four feet and a half ; in addition to this or-
nament, the male is distinguished by a strong sharp spur
on the tarsus, nearly an inch long.  The female is ra-
ther less in size ; its crest is shorter ; and the tail covers
are not only destitute.of those resplendent spots seen in
the other sex, but they are' even shorter than the tail
itself, "
Tur Java Preacook.
Pavo Javanicus, Horsf. (Fig. 23.)

This, which is the only other species of peacock yet
discovered, is @ much rarer bird than that we have just
described : so rare, indeed, that although the naturalists
of Europe had acquired some ideas of it from the im-
perfect account of Aldrovandus, its positive existence
only becaue authenticated at the commencement of the
Present century ; nor was it until within these few years,
that two living specimens, sent from the Burmese terri.
tory, were presented by lord Holmesdale to the menagerie
of the Zoological Society of London. Aldrovandus, jn
fact, acquired all his knowledge of this intéresting birg
from two drawings which were among the presents seng
by the then emperor of Japan to the pope. Another
drawing, also made in the same country, was sent to
Dr. Shaw, who published it in his Naturalist's Misosliany.
But still no specimen of the bird itself was known to
exist fn Europe, until Dr. Horsfield procured it in Java.
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Linnwus, deceived by the im-
' perfect accounts then existing
of tile bird, was led to believe
i the male was destitute of spurs,
8% and hence called it Pavo mu-
y ticus: thigname, however, has

W now beenVery properlychanged
for that of Dr. Horsfield, under
which it now appears. Mr.
Bennett® remarks, that, incon-
finement, the pair in the Zoo-
logical Gardens are nearly si-
milar in their manners to the
common sort; and we are quite
ignorant of their habits in a
state of nature.

In general gize and structure,
there is little to distinguish the
present from the preceding spe-
cies ; they ares both nearly of
. the same size; but the Javanese
peacock is readilp distinguished by baving a crest
double the length of the other, and by the feathers
themselves being baybed or webbed for their entire
length, and of equal breadth throughout. The head
and crest alternately reflect blue and green ; the sides
of the head, including the region of the eyeand ears,,
are naked, and are light yellow, passing into blye green :
the feathers of the peck and breast are scale-like, of a
rich blue green colour, edged with a broad metallic
border:  the wing covers are like the back, but desper;
but the quills are light chestnut : the tail feathers, and
thelr elongated covers, are of a splendid metallic brown,
glossed with dark green ; the barbs orwughs are ex-
tremely long, silky, and discomposed, terminating, asin
the common peacock, in begutiful ocellated spots. Tt is
10 be hoped that this species may 500D become bettey

* Gardens of the Zool, Society, fi. 270- .
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known in our parks and menageries than it is at
present. d
.

Rerurcent Laxcrenrnst.
Lophopho‘f\ns refulgens, Temminck. -

Phasianus Impeyanudy Latham, lyd. Oru. ii, 632. Impeyan
Pheasant, Lath. Syn., Supp. 208. pl.114. Lophophorus
resplendens, Temminck, Pig. et Gal. ii. 855.

Although this truly refulgent bird has never yet, so *
far as we are informed, been brought to England alive,
there scems to be no valid resson why the attempt
would not, with sufficient care, succeed. Itiis true that
lady Impey, many years ago, attempted to bring some
over with her from India to this country ; yet, although
the trial was unsuccessful, we apprehend the failure -
was more likely to have been caused by incidental
than by insuperable difficulties. A voyage from India,

Horty years ago, was a vary different thing to what it is
now, hoth as to time, and comfort, and convenience ;
and the few slight notices we possess of the species in
question, so far from being unfavougable to the idea of
its not enduring the climate of this country, are of a
directly épposite tendency. According to Dr, Latham *,
who seems to have derived his information from lady
Impey herself, these birds' only inhabit the mountains
in Northern Hindostan; so that, when brought to the
plains of Caleutta, they, were regarded as a curiosity :
hence they bear cold very well, !)ut are said to be
impatient of heat; and although, wild in their native
state, they soon became reconciled to copﬁnement.
Lady Impey's specimens were fed upon rice in the
husk, upon which, it scems, they thrived gery wellsfor
two monthg gf the voyage; and their death was alto. A
gether attributed to a disorder caught from the other
Poultry in the ship. With these facts upon record, we
that such friends or members of our new Orni-
'hdogi_cnl Society as may be in India, will use their

5 + Gen. Hist of Birds, p. 211,

o
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best endeavours to accomplish so desirable an object ;
and that, ere long, we may be in possession of living
specimens of the superb creafare we shall now deseribe.

The size of the male is rather larger than the common
domestic cock. On the head is a lance-shaped crest of
seventeen or eighteen feathers of flifferent lengths ; but
the longest does not @xceed thred inches and a half.
The feathers of the head, neck and throat, are lan-
ceolate and pointed ; and are of the richest green bronze,
changing to deep purple towards the middle of the
neck : this colour again blends into a golden copper
hue ; but these colours are go exceedingly brilliant, and
so changed by every different reflection of light, that it
is almost impossiblesto give an exact description of
them. The back and wing covers are rich purple,
edged with a brilliant greenish byonze colour ; but the
quills are entirely black: the under plumage, from
the chin downwards as far-as the vent, is of a dull
black, partially glossed witly green : the legs are fed-
thered just below the knees, and are of the same colour :
the tail is of a beautiful and delicate cinnamon colour,
verging towards orange ; it has fourteen feathers, slightly
rounded, and rather darker at their tips. The tursus has
one strong spur. .

The female is somewhat smaller than the male, and
does not appear to have the resplendent crest which
ornaments that sex; its colours, likewise, gre‘omlly
different. The upper plumage is dark brgwn; each
feather' being pale, fulvous in the middle, mottled with
the general hue of the back, in such a way as not to be
grealy different, as Dr. Latham remarks, to those on
the back of_the great eared owl: beneath the eye is
a*broad dusky white stripe. The quill feathers are
black ; but the lesser are banded also wish ferruginous :
the tail is brown, and hardly exceeds the wings ; while

the legs have only a tubercle in place of the spur seen
in the male,
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Tae Rixe-vecken Puessasr.
Phasianus torquat@s, Temm. (Fig. 24.)

M. Temminck, who has paid much attention to the
rasorial birds, was the first to point out the distinctions
between the genuine ring-necked pheasant of China,
and those hybrid races, which, from having originated
ffom crosses with the cemmon species, had induced
ornithologists ta believe that the species itself was a
mere variety. It should, and we believe it will, be one
of the primary objects of the Ornithological Society
to preserve all those real species of rasorial birds which
may come” into their possession, pyre and distinct ; so
that, whatever hybrid races may arise from crossing the
differgnt breeds, examples of the true species may be
alway® seen and consulted.

This elegant bird is stated to be very common in the
northern p'rovinces of the Chinese empire, where it is
found in the same districts and places as the common
European species ; with which, however, in a state of
nature, it does not associate. Independently of its pecu-
liarities of plumage, the eggs of the ringed pheasant &re
bluish green sariegated with small spots of a deeper
tint ; whereas those of the common species are of & very
Pale olive, without spots.

M. Temminck, upon whose authority these two
Pheasants were first separated, observes, that the present
species 1s always less, the expanse of its wings smaller,

\
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and the tail comparatively shorter. The upper part of the
head is tawny, with a greenisk gloss; above the eye are
two white stripes, and the rest of the head and neck are
of a deep and brilliant green, glossed with violet; this
“eolour being terminated abruptly ty a snow-white collar
just above the breast . the feathefs of the back have
their centres black, and surrounded~with an undulated
whitish' band, the tip terminating in a black arrow-
shaped spot: the shoulder feathers are black at the base;
marked in the centre with a whitish pupil surrounded
by a black ring; and chestnut, with ‘a purple gloss,
towards their tips: the tail covers are light green, with
loose silky barbs : the breast is of a brilliant reddish
purple, having the sides pale yellow : the under plumage
and thighs are black, glossed with violet ; and the tail
feathers are olive green in the middle, the edges shaded
with violet red, and crossed .with broad black bands.
The female differs considerably from that of the commof
species, in having a stripe of very short dusky feathers
beneath each eye ; the plumage, also, is duller, and the
breast is remarkable by being considerably spotted : the
black bars on the tail are much more conspicuous in
this than in the male gex. B

The ring-necked pieasant, so common in aviaries, is al=
most always of a hybrid racé, produced between this and
the common species : it unites, in a greater or,a 1&s de-
gree, the characters of both ; but the white ring is always

much narrower than in the pure species, and is frequently
almost obliterated.

‘/
. . Tne Gortpexy Pueasast. &
N'."ﬂhmcrus pictus, Sw. (Fig. 25 A

Phu.ifmm pictus, Linn. Nycthemerus pictus, Cl of Birds, .
1. p. 341, Painted Pheasant, Edwards, pl. 68, 69

The species of this subgenus of pheasants are dis-

 tinguished from those of Phasianus, by the head being

more or less naked, and, in the males, possessing either a

fleshy or a feathered crest ; thus forming a link of con-
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nexion between the common pheasants and the domestic
fowls. °

This is one of the most magnificent as well as the
most common species seen in our aviaries, where it has
been long since introduced from the East: in a wild state
it is chiefly found in China. Although it is well known
to breed in this country, this is attended with much
difficulty, and requires great care and attention.® Aec-
cording to the opinion of M. Temminck, this diffculty
partially originates in the close confinement in which
these birds are usually kept, and in the very precautions
that are taken to preserve them from the effects of cold.
He advites that they ‘should be adually habituated,
like the common pheasant, to :ﬁ: large preserves in
which the latter are kept: the experiment, he assures us,
has alrcady been made in Germany, where they have
been kept at perfect liberty in an open pheasantry, in
company with the common species, and suffered no
greater inconvenience than the latter from the change of
the seasons. This experiment is well worth trying in
this countrys; and was projected, in 1831, by the Zoolo-
gical Society, but with what success we hage not hesrq,

The male_bird, when in adult plamage, is nearly three

feet long, of which the tail alone generally oceupies tae

feet. The crown is adorned with an elegant pendeng

erest of long, silky, bright yellu\-.: feathers ; while those

on the back of the neck are brilliant orange, marked

with transverse black bars: these feathers are also elong-
* Dennett, Zool, Gardens, i, (2,
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ated, and hang over the sides of the neck ; and, like the
crest, they are also capable of Seing elevated or depressed
at pleasure : the cheeks are livid, and are only partially
. furnished with a few short hairs: the feathérs on the

“back of the neck are tinged with afnixture of green and
gold, bordered with black : the back and the upper tail
covers are bright yellow ; the latter being terminated by
a black border : over the base of each wing is a broad
patch of deep blue, passing into a violet tinge: the wing
covers and secondary quill feathers have farious shades
of chestnut and brown : the tail feathers are varied with
chestnut and black ; the colours being disposed in oblique
Tays upon the lateral quills: immediately above the base
of the tail, the feathers are of a beautiful scarlet: the
throat is dusky brown ; and all the rest of the under
_ Plumage bright scarlet: the legs, bill, and irides are pure

yellow. The tarsi are armed with moderate-sized spurs.

The female, like all others, of the rasorial group, is
much plainer coloured than the male. The, upper, plumage
18 rusty brown ; the under, marked with deep” brown
5pots on a lighter ground : the throat is whitish ; and the
Wings are crossed with black bars: the head is crested,
but the feathers are brown, and shorter : the tall, also, is
much less developed than in the male.

The eggs are said to resemble those of the Guinea-
fowl ; being redder than those of the pheasant. The
food given to these birds in confinement, is various sorts
of grain, as rice, hemp, wheat, &c.; but they will also

, eat cabblfges, herbs, leaves, fruits, especially plums (2),
and insects: the latter, it is said, is their favourite food;
and the difficulty of procuring a sufficiency is thought
t0 he one of ghie ‘causes of disease. The female deposits
!\Eft‘ggs about March ; and the young, whigh are !18!050_(1
0 twenty-three days, require three years to attain their
perfect or adult plumage,
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Tue Sinver Prgasast.
Nycthemerus argentatus, Sw,

Phasianus Nycthemerus, Linn., Auctorum. Faisan noir et blane,
Buffon, Pl Enl. pl.123. male, 124, female. Black and white
Pheasant, Edwardsepl. 66. Pencilled Pheasant, Lath, Silvgs ™ > —
Pheasant, Zool. Gard. ii, pl. at p*G3. s
The silver pheasant is, perhaps, a more elegant, al-

though certainly a less showy, species than the last, with

which it has heen long domesticated in our aviaries and
preserves. From being a native of the wore northern
provinces of China, its constitution is more tardy, and

it is found to breed much easier with us, than the golden

species ; so much so, indeed, that Mr. Bennett is of

opinion ¢ it may be reduced to a state of domestication
almost equal tw that -of the common fowl:" he further
adds,— it thrives even better in domestication than the
common pheasant, and breeds with tolerable facility; so
that it might, in all probability, be readily propagated in

the open country. WWe believe that this has been in

some instances attempted with success.” ®
The size of the male is about that of the golden

species, and the tails of both are equally long. The bill

and irides are yellow ; but the legs are red, and armed

with a white spur: the sides of the head are a bare, .

warted, crimson skin, capable of distention ; it is pro- °

longed above the eyes in the shape of a comb, and falls

on each ride of the mouth so as to form two wattles -

on the head is a long pendent crest of loose webbed

feathers of a deep purple: all the upper plimage i

white ; each feather being marked, in the most elegant

manner, with delicate undulated lines running paralle]
to the margin: this forms a beautiful contrast to%the |

under plundige of the neck and body, which js of 4 *

uniform purplish black: the tail is marked like the-

feathers of the back, excepting the two middle pair,
which are plain white. :
*  The female differs very considerably from the male,

» Zool, Gardens, i, 64,



HONDURAS TURKRKY, 177

The whole of the upper plumage, together with the neck
and part of the breast, are of an earthy brown : from the
lower part pf the breast, to the® under tail covers, the
ground colour is dull white, irregularly varied with

> brown, and crossed by transverse ’blackish lines : the

eyes are surrounded with a naked reel skin, but much
narrower and less bright than in the male: the tail is
brown, much shorter than in the othér sex, and having
the lateral feathers mixed with white, and obliquely
striped with black. The eggs are from ejght to four-
teen, and are generally laid in April ; their colour is
reddish yellow, varied with white, and sprinkled with a
few small brown spots. The young are hatched in
twenty-six days.’ L

Tre Honpuras Tukxey.
Meleagris ocellatg, Cuvier.

Primary quills white, spotted with black: tail and the

upper covers ornamented withy ocellated iridescent
spots. 5
Meleagris ocellata, Cuv., Mus. Puaris. Temminck, PL Col. 112.
Plate in Griff. Cwe. by Hamilton Smith.® ,  +

The common wild turkey of America, the origin of
our domestic race, has been sb repeatedly and so fully
described, that its introduction here would be altogether
superfluous.  Not so, however, with the present species,
which we believe has never yet been seen®alive in
Europe, #nd is even sq rare in our museums, that only
one specimen, now in that of Paris, is known to exist
Of its natural history, we absolutely knaew nothing
moe than thgt' it inhabits the woods of Honduras. We
can, therefore, merely give a short accountof its plumage ;
chiefly with a view of calling the attention of our coun-

* We qunte this figure as by far the best, and as having been drawn by
major H, Smith, fram the 1ife, at Honduras,—a fact sufficiently vouched for
by the natural ease of the attitude, and the correetness of tie details; and
yet, steange o sxy, there is not one word jnsertod in the textrelatige to its
habits, &c., tomething af which might have been rwcumi from the ac-
complished naturalist, who had drawn it on the £pot from a living specimen.

N
A}
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trymen, stationed at that settlement, to the existence of
a bird in the neighbouring tracts, which would be the
most valuable addition €ffat any menagerie or museum
in Europe, could receive.

In general size, structure, and Proportions, this mag- .4

nificent bird resenales the common species : the head
and neck are equally naked and carunculated, but there
does not appear ‘any tuft of hairy feathers on the
middle of the neck. The feathers of the lower part
of the neck, the interscapulars, the scapulars, and of the
under plumage, are of a rich green bronze, with a line
of black, and another of copper green, at the edge of
each. This colouring becomes more brilliant towards
the rump, where the bronzed green changes to a fine
sapphire bldfe, but in some lights to an emerald green ;
the bronzed border gradually becoming broader : these
parts also reflect a brilliant copper red, rendered more
striking by a velvet-black line, which divides it from
the green and blue tint® The upper tail covers and
the tail itself *have an ocellated spot, partly blue and
green, surrgunded by a black circle, and edged on the
side of the tip with a broad band of golden copper :
there are about four ranges of these ocellated spots,
separated by a grey space marked by dusky brown lines.
The flank feathers are like, those of the rump, but they
are of a deeper green, and the golden line is more ru.
fous: the lesser wing covers are emerald green, with a
narrow welvet-black band ; the next range are golden
copper : spurious wing and greater wing covers brown,
with transverse white bands ; quils the same; but he
outer margin of the shorter primaries, and. nearly ]
the secondaties, are white, fol'min_g a hand, Legshcle-
vated, and apparently red in the living bifd : the spurs
stronger andrsharper thao in the common species,

y
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Crestenp CuRAssow.
Crax Alector®Linn.

Body, above and beneath, black; the belly white:
cere yellow, united to the nakedysides of the head.

Crax Alector, Linn,, Aucts, Temminck, l:dz.z', p. 689, Hoceo
de la Guiane, Buffon, PL Enl. Hoco Moluporangs, Temm.
Gallin. iii. 27.

This appears to be the most common, and the most
easily domesticated, of all the species of curassow ;
but it seems to us that the accounts which authors
continue to copy from each other as to its natural history,
are in many respects erroneous. It is said, ““ that they
are tolerably plentiful, and make & considerable part
of the food of the planters, and thg Indian hunters take
them in great quantities, as they are so tame that they
will scarcely fly away when:several of the flock are shot',
— the noise of the gun not in she least alarming them ;"
and that ** in many parts of South America they have
long been reclaimed.” That these birds might have
been as common as is here stated, a century ago, when
the soil of Guiana and Brazil had just begun to be
cultivated, is very pgssible ; but such a state ¥f things
has long ceased to exist. Through all the tracts in the
latter country, and in its different provinces, which we
traversed, solely with a view of collecting its zoological
productions, we found all the Jarge game exceedingly
scarce ; nor were we fortunate in procuring @ single
specimen of the Ceax Alector, although we some-
times heard of its being occasionally seen by the ramote
Planters located on the verge of the unoceupied tracts.
AS to this ar any other species being keptin the poultry--
yards of the native Brazilians, we neves,saw a single
reclaimed specimen, through a tract of territory which

« Ve traversed, extending some hundreds of miles. In

Guiana, these birds have long become o scarce, that in

4 collection of many hundreds made in that country by

N 2
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Mr. Schomberg, there are not three specimens of the
whole genus.

The species now befor&us, has the whole upper plum-
age, including the head, neck, breast, wings, and tail,
of a deep and uniform black, glossed with green: the bill,
vent, and under taikcovers, however, are invariably white ;
and this_ latter colour generally tips the tail feathers.
The crest on the ¢rown is very remarkable, and unlike
that of nearly all other birds ; the feathers are from two
to three inches long, rather narrow, and twisted at their
extremities so as to resemble little balls; in the young
males they are much shorter : the sides of the head are
naked, and the skin is yellowish, but not near so bright
as that upon the cere, which covers more than half the
base of the bill.

Numerous specimens of this species have been at va-
rious times sent to the Zoological Society ; but it does
not appear that the kegpers have been successful in
breeding them, as was fofmerly, and, as we hear, is now,
practised in Fclland. We hope and trust, however, still
to hear this object has been accomplished.

¢ GLoBR-BILLED Curassow.
Crax globicera, Linn. T Fig. 26.)
Body, above and beneath, black ; abdomen white: bill

with a gibbous protuberance in front ; orbits slightly
naked and black, diwided from the yellow cere.

Crax globicera, Linm., Auct., Temminck, Gall. Ind. 686. Hoceo
Fencholi, Temm. Gall. iii. 12. Hoceo, Buffon, PL Lnl. y5,
young. Curassow Cock, Edwards, 295. fig. 1.

According to the deseription of the mathors’ aBoye
quoted, the_nlumage of this species is precisely the game

as that of the last ; the difference between them chiefly, -

if not exclusively, consisting in this having a globular
tubercle, about the size of a hazel nut, or cherry, at the
base of the bill, which is covered in that part, as in the
last specics, by a lively yellow skin: the naked part of

2
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the head, around the eye, is
verygmall, and is black in-
stead of yellow; it is also
separated from the cere by
feathers, #instead of forming
one continuous naked space,
joining the bill: the nostrils
are placed in the cere, and
are situated before and below
the tubercle ; tife rest of the
bill, and also the legs, are
horn colour. The female is
stated to be almost exactly
like the male ; and both ap-
pear to_have a similarly
formed crest to the last. 1In
the young, the tubercle only gssumes the shape of a
slight prominence ; and the plymage is of a duller black,
transversely lineated with white ; these lines disappear-
ing as the bird advances in age. The adult .plumage is
generally acquired in the second year,

Between this species and the next we shall deseribe,
namely, the Craax rubra, o hybrid breed is saidvto have
been produced, havin8 the following ‘colours: — The
plumage, in general, was dulPblackish brown ; the ab-
domen rufous, where C. globicera is white; the crest
varied with black and white ; the tail black, tipt with
white ; and the rest of the plumage marked with slender
transverse bars of whitg. The bill had no appearauce of
tubercles. Such was the plumage in a young styie:
when more advanced in age, the head and hind part of
themeck becgihe deep black ; the crest black, with a
white band ; the upper part of the belly white ; the
lower part, vent, and thighs pale yellowish brown.

This species is said to inhabit Guiana. Temminck
dezcribes the two following as Dybrids, but upon what
authority does not appear, The first ig dull brown,
having the upper part of the belly white ; the last Dlack,
with four white bands, and the feathers of the creet
x 3 B '
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tipt with white. The second has the body black, banded
with rufous ; the crest syhite, tipt with black ; and the
neck alternately banded with white and black.

N i

Tosr Rep Curassow.
. Crax rubra,  Lixn.
Plumage chestnut ; neck transversely lineated with white

and black ; tail banded with whitish ; cere black ;
sides of th~ head feathered.

Crax rubra, Linn, Auct.,, Temminck, Gall. Ind, 6587. Hocco
Couelitli, Temminck, Gall. iii. 21. Hocco de Pérow, Buffon,
Pl Esl 125. (Fig. 27.)

This species, which, like the two preceding, is of the
v size of a turkey, may be at once known by its chestnut
plumage : whether or no the other birds, placed by
M. Temminck as hybrids, and by Dr. Latham as varieties,
are” really such, or distinct species, there are at present
no means of determining, i S
The red curassow has the crest black, with a band of
white in the middle : the forehead, sides of the head
and the top of the neck are pure white, each feather
being fringed or edged with black : the whole of the
body, both sbove and below, is of a uniform chesthut
browh ; the tail is the same, crossed with cight or nine
yellowish white bars, freckled with minute dusky spots,

i

-\
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and bounded above and beneath with blackish: the legs
are yellow. Dr. Latham says that the base of the bill,
over which the cere extends® is gibbous, but varies
greatly in degree according to the age of the bird ; and
that it is always smallest in the females: he further
adds,, that the space round the eye is not always the
same; as in some birds it is bare, while in others itf*
covered with. short feathers. 7The first variety, or hy-
brid, differs in having the lower part of the belly and
vent white, and the tail without any bangs : the second
is confessedly a young bird, which was hatched in the
menagerie at Osterly Park *, awd was barred all over,
with cream-colour : the third is described by Latham as
follows :— Cheeks naked : bill horn colour; crest white,
with the end black ; head, neck, breast, and upper part
of the back plain black ; wings, quills, and upper tail
covers marked with pale rufous and black bars; tail
l{lack, crossed with distant ydllowish white bands, and
tipt with the same; under® plumage pale yellowish
rufous. .

-
Warrrnen Cerassow.

Crax caruntulata, Temminck. 3
Pig. et Gall. iii. pl. 4. £, 3. the bill.

We ingert this rare specie;, as it has been described
by M. Temminck, that the attention of Englishmen, re-
?ld.em in Brazil, may be directed to it ; for, it present,
it is only known from a single stuffed specimen pre-
served in that country, which is probably now in M.
Tc'tmuinck‘lx collection in Holland. 2

oThe whola plumage, with the exceptidh of the ab-
domen, whilh is chestnut, is uniform black, glossed with
green ; the legs alone being brown. Tt~chiefly differs
from all others, however, in its bill, which is shorter
and stronger than in €. Alector, and it has the upper
mandible more elevated ; the cere at the base is red, and
it is prolonged on.each side of the uader mandible,
* Lath. Gen. Hist, vilk 154
N4
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where it forms a small rounded wattle : the orbits are
tiaked, but the lores feathered : the head iz ornamented
with the same sort of %rest ag is common to all the
preceding species.

A
g\

Hicuer Cunassow, .
. Lophocerus galeata, Sio. (Fig. 28,)

Body black, glossed with green ; belly aud tips of the
tail white: base of the beak with a horny blue
pear-shapea tubercle.

Crax Pauxi, Linn., Aucth Latham, &e. Crax Galeata, Lath.
Ind. Orn. ii. 624. Le Purre de Cayenne, Pl Enl. 78.
Cushew Curassow, Edwards, pl. 292, £ 2. The Galeated
Curassow, Bennett, Zool, Gard. ii. 65. Ourase Pausi, Cu.
Rég. Anim.

The form of this extraordinary bird js, perhaps, tle
most interesting to the scientific ornithologist of any in
the whole fenus of curassow birds, inasmuch as it is
that which makes the nearest approach td the Guinea-
fowls, by pesscssing that singular horny process on
the head for which those birds, as well as the cassowary,”
are alike distinguished. These processes on the heads
of birds are unquestionably analogous to the horne of
quadruneds ; and as they are only found in those birds
which belong to the rasorial type, so are horns only
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found among those quadrupeds which belong to the
ruminating order, This analogy we have so amply
and repeatedly verified in our former volumes, that
A nothing more need be said upon the subject in this.
' In enumerating the five types of ghe genus Crar ®, 2n
expérienced ornithologjst will pefeeive that, without
exactly designating them as representatives of the five
types of the Animal Kingdom, we have so arranged
them that the series form a circle,— Crax being the first,
and Lophocerus the last : hence it resulta, that, if Crax
he the pre-eminently typical, Lophocerus must be the
rasorial. Now, this iz horne out in a remarkable manner
by the structure, both external and internal, of the
latter. Lophocerus has the outward form of the rasorial
type in its helmet-like bill ; and it has that péculiar
b flevelopemcnt of the windpipe, ¥hich is not only an
* indication of the same type, but is a character also
which brings it into immediate junction with Craz
Alector, —the only two birds of this circular group
which anatomists have yet discovered to possess this
particular formation : thus is the circle ofsthe Cracide
classed. But another affinity of equal importance results
from this view of the subject. The Cracidg and the
Pavonide, as we haw elsewhere shown, blend into each
other; but the difficulty hes hitherto been where to
find the links of connection. . A careful analysis of the
two groups, undertaken with the sole -object of ascer-
taining this question, showed fls that, in the series of
forms among the rasorial groups, no birds came 50 nea
to the Lophocerus galeata, as those of the genus Numida,
or Guinea-fowls: these have been placed by all writers
: elgse to the ¢urkeys; and the Honduras turkey is se
.close to the genus Pavo, that it actually seems half a
_peacock. The series, therefore, between™ the Cracide
and the Pavonida being so obviously complete, it follows
that the five great divisions of the whole order Rasores
constitute a circle, of which the helmetdiuinea-fowl is
the first link, and the helmet carassow is the last.  We

* Classification of Birds, ii. 352
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have thought it expedient to introduce this subject on
the present occasion, since our space on a former
would not allow of its ékposition. Not having a spe-
cimen of this rare bird before us, we shall adopt

Mr. Bennett's description, taken from a living example-<i\.,

which was then in ¢he Zoological Gardens.

+ The size is about equal to that of the crested cu-
rassow. “ Its head and neck are covered with short
black velvety feathers ; and all the rest of the plumage,
with the excantion of the whole abdomen and under
tail covers, are of a brilliunt black, exhibiting in certain
positions a tinge of green: the tail feathers are tipt
with white: the legs are red; the claws yellow ; and
the iris brown. The bill is of a bright red ; and the
protuberance by which it is surmounted (which is
rounded in the young birds, and pear-shaped in the
adult males), is of a livid slate colour. This remarkable
projection is more than' two inches in length, when
fully developed ; it is hdrd and bony externally, and
internally cellulir, — the cells communicating with the
cavity of the mouth: it is not visible until after the
first moulting, when it begins in the form of a small
tubercle: it becomes much larger in the male than in
the female, In other respects tho sexes are nearly the
same : the young are only distinguished by a browner
tinge.  The windpipe descends for a considerable dis-
tance in front of the sternum, immediately beneath the
skin, and snakes no lessthan three distinet convolutions
before passing into the cavity of the chest.”” These
birds, continues Mr. Bennett *, “ d¥e natives of Mexico,
and five in large bands, perching upon the trees, but
more commonly building their nests upor the ground,
The females Jead their young about in the ame manner,
as the common hen. They subsist at first upon worms

and insects ; but, as they grow older, they feed a'so-

upon fruits and seeds. They are_easily domesticated,
€¥en when taken adult; and appear to be equally

~ Na n:lhomy i cited for this statement, which of course dies not rést
N personal knowledge,

=
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capable of being acclimated in Europe, with any of
the other curassows. M. Tegminck enumerates them
among the birds which bred abundantly in the me-
nagerie of M. Ameshoff, prior to the breaking ont of

the French revolution.” .

Rep-sinLenp Curasgow.
Ourax erythrorynehus, Siw.

Glossy blue black: belly and under tail,covcrsyufous:
head with short frontal crest; bill and feet bright red.

Crax Mitu, Linn., Auct. Crax Alector 8, Lath. Ind. Ors. i
623. Pauxi Mity, Temminck, Gall. iii. 8. pl 4. f 2
the bill. Ourax Mitu, Cwr., Temm. Pl Col. Crested Cu-
rassow, Crested Pauxi, of British Authors. :

Specimens of this rare specief were found" by Mr.
Schomberg in the interior pyrts of Guiana, bordering
the River Tokoto; and he ,subsequently had an op-
portunity, as he informs us, of obgerving it in 2
domesticated state- at the residence of one of the
planters. Tt was so perfectly tame as td walk nbo.ul
the room, and receive its food from the hand of its
owner. It took great pleasure in contemplating itself
in the mirror whi%h wa# placed in the room, and
seemed to turn round in admiration of its own beau-
tiful glossy plumage and graceful motions. Towards
the other domesticated birds of, its master, it asserted a
kind of sovercignty to which they all #peared to
submit. In a wild state, its note resembles a low
moan, which is heard from the forest soon after sun-
rise, This notice is very interesting, pa;tn_cularl'y as it
relates to g*bird of whose manners notlpng hns. yet
been recorded beyond the information of its inhabiting
Brazil ; from which part, however, we have never seen
or heard of a specimen. : g

The plumage is sufficiently described in the above
specific character ; although it may besudded, that the
Guiana specimens do not exhibit any whltg tips oh the tail
feathers. This cirpumstance, together wul3 the absence
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of any elevated sharp ridge on the culmen, near the

front, would almost make us believe that the bird
received from Mr. Schomberg was different from that
described by authors and figured by M. Temminck,
had it not been mentioned that the young of their
bird, has  the bill’of a paler -red, and the elevation
upon it much smaller.” The question, however, is by
no means decided ; and we should not be surprised if
the Guiana bird turns out to be a distinct species, To
facilitate furtlfer comparisons, we shall here insert its
dimensions : — Total length about 81 inches ; bill,
from the gape 11 ; height at the base 1755 wings 14 ;
tail, beyond, 1()} ; ditto, from the base 13 ; tarsus 4;
hind toe and claw 1} ; middle ditto 34 ; lateral ditto 2.
The tertial quills are as long as the primaries ; the
sixth quill is the longest. Tail rounded: toes half-
webbed for about f; of an inch from their base.
Specimens appear to be now alive in the Zioological
Gardens, but whether young or old is not stated.

, Tur Ren-xxonnep Cunassow.
Crax Yagrellii, Bean, Zool. Glardenas, ii. pl. 226. ( Fig. 20.)
. o

The “first account, as we believe, of (his species of
curassow, quite distinct from any that haye yet been



RED-KNOBBED CURASSOW. 189

brought to this country, was given by our late friend
Mr. Bennett, in his elegant work above quoted ; and it
is accompanied by a figure, which, however forced and
unnatural in its attitude, and quite belying the graceful

form of the bird, is yet sufficient_to show some of its

peculiarities. The name he has bestowed upon it is
most appropriate ; for fio ornithologist in this country
has investigated the comparative anafomy of the rasorial
and natatorial birds with such eminent success, and with
such skilful tact, as Mr. Yarrell ; and gvery one who
desires to see honour given where it is really due, will
preserve the originﬁl name imposed upon this interesting
species.

Not having ourselves examined this species, we must
depend upon Mr. Bennett for the exactitude of the
following account. He describes othe bird, excepting
In its bill, as having little to distinguish it from the
globose curassow already mentidned, although it is some-
what smaller in size. ~The whole plumage, in fact, is
deep glossy black, with the exception of® the belly, the
vent, and the posterior parts of the legs, all of which
are white. The crest is the same as in the other species :
but the cere, instead of being yellow, is deep crimson,
surmounted by an elgvated \prominence, much’ smaller
than that of the globose species, and enlarged beneath, on
¢ach side the lower m:mdiblc,i)y a peculiar gibbous pro-
Jection, which is not met with in any other species: the
Space between the eyes and the Ul is feathered, leaving
the naked skin round the eyes of the same deep black
with the plumage of the head, from which it is hardly
to be distinguished : these gibbous tubercles onlybe-
come developel by age ; for when the specinien was first
obtdined, there was only a slight prominence above,
and none beneath the bill. Another specimen, which
Seems to be in the Tower menagerie, is smaller, and may
be either a young male or the female: it has the
under parts of a light brown, instead of pyre white.

This bird is obvioysly allied to M. Temminck’s Crax
earunculata; but in the figure he has given, as Mr.

¥ o
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Bennett justly observes, there is nothing of the knob-like
elevation in front, seen in this; “on the other hand,
the enlargement of the ®re beneath the lower mandible
appears to be nearly similar: but in the living bird it bears
no resemblance to a grattle ; and consequently the names
of barbilion and cwrunculata, given to M. Temminck’s
species, are totally inapplicable to this.,” This species
is said to have beeh brought to England from the coun-
try bordering the east of Peru and the western confines

of Brazil. >

.
Tue WiLp Swan. .
Cygnus ferus, Ray,

Entirely white, without any protuberance at the base of
the bill: cere pale yellow, encircling the eye.
Cygnus ferus, Ray. Syn. 196, a.  Selby, 278.  Cygne i bec |
noir, Zenm. Man. ii. 828. Pl Enl, 913,

There is so hittle external difference between the wild
and the domestic swan, that ordinary observers, not
accustomed to understand the value that often attaches
to slight scientific distinctions, would almost suppose
they wete the same; and indeed, when such men as
Linnwus and Buffon have fallen into the error of
regarding these two speci® as mere varieties, it cannot
be surprising that others have done the same. Their
distinctiop, hotever, % now rendered unquestionable,
The wild swan is entirely destitute of that prominence:
or protuberance at the base of the bill, adjoining the
nostgils, which is a sure characteristic of the tame
species: thes colours of the bill are also different ; for, in
this, the yellow parts are at the base, “while the® re.
maining portion is black ; as for the rest, the plumage
is pure white, with an occasional tint of greyish yellow,
In such birds as are in full maturity, — g state which is
only reached in the fourth year, — the region of the eyes
i bright yelfyw, ' the eyes themselves are brown, and
the feet black,

)
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The flight of the wild swan is lofty, bold, and rapid,
particularly when sailing before the wind. According
to Hearne, the best authority fe can quote, they arrive
in Hudson’s Bay before any of the other aquatic fowl.

- When fiying with the wind, they aye extremely difficult

to be shot; and they make their way®so rapidly, that the
sportsman must aim ten or twelve feet before their heads.
Our author estimates, that, in a brigk gale, these birds
cannot fly at a less rate than 100 miles an hour ; but
when flying across the wind, or against ity they make but
slow progress, and are then a noble shot. The Indianz
and settlers prize them much, both for their flesh, their
quills, and their down. The former is considered ex-
cellent eating, and, when roasted, is equal in flavour to
young beef; and the cygnets are considered a great
delicacy. When the rivers are frozen, they resort to
the falls and rapids ; where, from being more concen-
trated, they are shot with more certainty, and in larger
numbers,  They moult in July and August; and are
then run down by the patives, altholigh with much
difficulty, as they make their way with great swiftness
on the surface of the water. At these seasons they are
liunted in Iceland, and other parts of Asiatic Russia,
by horsemen and dogs, much in the same manner as
hares. The nest is usvally,built in little islets sur-
rounded with water : it generally contains about half a
dozen eggs, of a dirty white, shaded with olive green ;
and so large, that one of them it enough for & moderate
han, without bread, or any other addition.

_The wild swan dbes not appear to have been met
with by Dr. Richardson, or, at least, it is ngt mentioned
in _his account of the birds of Arctic America; but
AIT. Selby, ®ith his usual accuracy and precision, has
siven us much valuable information on those which
Visit the British islands, 1In the Orkneys and Western
I!_alands of Scotland it seems to be a regular winter
visiter ; but in England jts appearance iss0t so certain,
heing influenced by the state of the season. It s only,
in fact, during very severe winters, that the swangs

¢’ ' e
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extend their migrations southward, and beyond their
ordinary limits. In such seasons they usually come to
England, in small flocks? from five to thirty together :
they take up their abode upon the lakes, rivers and
inundated meadows ;. where, if undisturbed, they will
remain until the folowing March, and then return again
tc the north. It seems, from the accounts already
quoted from Hearne, that this species breeds only in
very high northern latitudes; but according to Mr. Selby,
a few pair, it is said, occasionally remain upon some of
the outer Orkney Islands, and there breed on the
margins of the freshwater lochs,

The syren song ofs the swan before its death, which
has been the theme of so much beautiful poetry, is now
well known to be fabulous; for the voice of this, and all
other rasorial types, i. only remarkable for its harshness.

Mcr. Selby observes,— we have not heard it ourselves,—

that it consists of two notes ; and has, not unaptly, been
compared to the discordant union of the modulation of
the cuckoo with the scream of the gull, or the sound
of the clarionet in the hands of a beginner. Some,
however, still assert, that, when on the wing, in large
flocks, o resting on the water, their united cries, be-
coming softened by distance, are na; unpleasant to.the ear.
“ This,” observes Mr. Selly, “ I can readily believe; for,
under such circumstances, I have ever found the incon-
gruous mixture of sound from gulls, guillemots, and
other trik2s of sea fowl (when collected about their
breeding places), mixed with the whistling of the breeze,
and the murmurs of the intervening water, to reach the
«ar, ‘not very dissimilar to that of a band of martial
music.* : :

The wild swan evinces as great an “aptitude for

domestication as the tame species.  When caught alive,
it soon becomes yery tame; and when provided with i

spacious piece of water, naturally furnished with jts

Proper food, ig will thrive equally well. It feeds upon

the roots, stems, and leaves of aquatic plants; for pro-
« 111, of Brit. Birds, if, 51

e,
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curing which, its long neck, as in other birds of its
own family, is absolutely necessary. When swimming,
it carries its neck much more“upright than does the
common swan, with little of that graceful arch for
. which the latter is distinguisheds It walks, also,
heavily and awkwardly, with the heafl lowered, and the
neck reclining over the back. ” A

Toe Taxe Swan.

Cygnus mansuetus, Ray.

Entirely white: bill with a black Jprotuberance at its
base.

& Cygnus mansuetus, Ray. Syn. 136. a. i. Linn., Auet. Lo

Cygue, Buff. PL Eul. 913. Cygne tabereulé, Temm. Man.
B. 830. Tame Swan, Fdwards, pl. 150. Mute Swan, Pen-

. nant, Latham, &c.

.~ The countries inhabited by this majestic and well-
known species in a wild state, are in a directly opposite
situation to those of the wild species : the wne living
in the frigid regions of Europe, the other in the genial
latitudes of the castern provinces of that coptinent,

»  but more particularlysthe great inland seas and lakes
bordering upon Asia ; where, gecording to mpdern tra-
vellers, the tame swan is still found in its native
freedom. At what period it became domesticated, is
wholly uncertain ; but it has, for’ many centuries, been
Spread over all parts of civilised Europe; and of all
the natatoria} birds et domesticated, it is justly es-
teemed the most graceful and imposing. Some wrifers
Mmention that the tame swan is particularly abundant in

- Siberia®; but%t is more than probable that they have
Mistaken the wild northern swans, C. ferus and Bewickii,
10r the tame one. Statements of this sort, made by
travellers who are not naturalists, must always be
received with suspicion, more espeeially in gases like the
present, ‘where even ornithologists themselves, by con-
* Zool, Gardens, i. 167,
0
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founding all these three species together, haye thrown
doubt and difficulty on their several and peculiar habits
and geographic ranges, ©

To expatiate upon the graceful and majestic move-

ments of this noble bird, when slowly sailing upon the 4

water, is quite unaecessary : it may literally be said (o
sail on the glassy element; for at such times its wings.
are gently raised, and the feathers sufficiently ruffled to
catch the wind, and to perform the office of sails.
Why their propagation has of late years been neg-
lected, more especially on our public waters, it is
difficult to say ; but it must be a subject of great regret
to every admirer of what is lovely and beautiful.
There is, indeed, a vulgar error, which, in some measure,
may account for this ; namely, that the swan, in ad-
dition to its animal ~food of frogs and aquatic insects,
likewise feeds upon fish; and hence it has been banished
from many pieces of water where the preservation of
the finny inbhabitants was considered of more import-
ance. But nd fancy or assertion can be more un-
founded than this, although gravely asserted even by
ornithological writers. * It is not only contradicted by
the well-known fact of these birds not causing the
slightest diminution of fish in ponds where they haye
been kept, for some time; but one of our best orni-

thologists has absolutely declared that he has never

found, in the stomachs of any of the numerous indi.
viduals }= bas dissected, the least vestige of such gz
diet. + ;

Of the habits of swans in a slate of nature, nothing
of importance appears to be known; but the author
of The Zoological Gardens, ha_s made some remarks
upon the domesticated race, which, as béing usefu] 1
persons possessing these birds, we shall here repeat, —
% To protect the tame birds from the severity of winter/
it is usual to drive them into the same houses as the
ducks and geese; but in such strict confinement they

¢ Latham, Gen. Hist X, 225,
4 Mr, Yarrell; see Zool, (Jaqa. I 1e7,

r

/
)
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entirely lose their spirits, become melancholy and die-
eased, and are constantly making attempts to escape.
It is, therefore, much better, whenever it is possible,
both with them and with the common sort of wild fowl,
‘o leave them at liberty upon a piece of water ; which,
h¢ their number is at all considerable, they will always
“keep open by their continual motion, without any risk
of freezing their feet. Swans kept in this manner
during the winter, are generally in much better con-
dition at the return of spring, than those which have
been confined to the house, During the greater part of
the year, they will feed upon those plants, roots, and
reptiles which are common to the sides of waters; but
in winter they accommodate themselves to the same
sort of artificial diet as it is usual to give to ducks and
geese when under shelter. The ‘nest of the “swan is
composed externally of the gudest materials, but is
lined with the soft feathers and down of the parent
birds. The female selects the most secluded situations
on the banks of those waters which she frequents: she
usually sits upon six or seven eggs, of a gre¥ish colour,
early in the spring ; and when the young are hatched,
the parents carry them to the water upon thein backs ;
and this is continued®for two or three weeks. Even
when able to shift for themsslves, the young continue
with the parents until the néxt spring; when they aré
driven away by the old males. .- *

The docility and gentleness of the swafi is well
known to all those who have witnessed the confiding
manner in which it will receive its food from the hsg\d_;
but, if treated with wanton cruelty or harshness, it is
by so0 meang *a despicable enemy : the strength and
nuscular power of its wings is very great, and might
¢ndanger the fracture of a limb to those who wantonly
assail it,  The males, at the breeding season, like all
other animals, whether docile or savage, when under
that particular ihfluence, will fight desperately, and fre.
quently to the destriction of one of the comblitants,
Dr, Latham affirms, that he has known full-grown boys

) o 2
; 2 ‘
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of fifteen or sixteen injured by the attack of one; and
it must be 2 powerful man who is able to withstand an
encounter with an enraged male: even a horse has been
lamed by one of these furious birds, when feeding along

the edge of the water near which a female was sitting, -

“ At Pewsy, in Buckinghamshire,” continues the doctor,
““while a swan was on the nest, she observed a fox
swimming towards her from the opposite shore ; when
she darted into the water, and having kept the fox at
bay for a cousiderable time with her wings, at last
succeeded in drowning him, in the sight of several
spectators,” *

Swans, as before remarked, were greatly admired and
esteemed by our ancestors: they were then, however,
considered more an appendage to the establishment of
the uristom(fy ;3 for Edward 1V. enacted, that n

of five marks, would be permitted to keep these birds.
Stealing swans_that had been marked, or nicked, was
then a felony. This process was performed on the
bill of the vird with a hot iron 5 and the number, di-
rection, and shape of these nicks indicated the noble
family t> which it belonged : three vertical marks cha-
racterised such as belonged to the-+¢ King's Highness ;
and an old manuseript i3 said to exist in one of the
libraries at Oxford, designating the swans’ nicks of 804
families. Mr, Westongin a curious paper upon swans+,
conjectures, with every probability of reason, that the
Swan with two Necks, — a well known sign in London
and elsewhere,—is but & corruption of the swan with two
nicks, .

Abbotsbury, in Dorsetshire, was formerly, 45 itestill
is, famous for the multitude of its swans : this i men-
tioned both by Dr. Malone, and by colope] Montagy
Who says there were still between 600 and 70
formerly there were as many thousangs,

Swans are avell known to be long_lived ; but much

* Gen, Hist. of Birds, x, 222, 1 Archaol e
$ Orn. Dict, vol. iii, or Supp. 5 ‘wologia, xxi. 163,

0 one
possessing a freehold of Jess than the clear yearly valué'

0, although
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uncertainty hangs on the precise number of years to
which they attain. Some content themselves with
stating this period at thirty yedrs; while others, adopt-
ing more marvellous reports, assert that there are many
authenticated instances of swans diving to the age of

a century. The former, may be belfeyed ; but the latter
seems all but incredible, 2

Bewrck’s Swax.
Cygnus Bewickii, Farrell. (Figt 30.)
Cygnus Bewickii, Linn. Trans. xvi, 446,

e

0

Until within these few yegrs it was never suspected
that, among the wild swans inhabiting our islands, there
Were two distinet species, confounded by all systematic
“'"fcn under one name ; or that this secondespecies, to
which the name of Bewick has been so justly attached,
was also a native of Aretic America, In the Journal of
Lewis ang Clarke, it is more than probable that the
smgll swan alluded to in the following extract, refers to
that now befre us :— ¢ The swans are of two kinds ; the

8¢ and the small. The large swan is the same as the
one common in the Atlantic States: the small differs
from the large ouly in size and note ; it is about one
f(fnrth less, and its note is entirely different. These
birds were first found below the great narrowssof the
Columbia, near the Chilluc-keti-quaw nation ; they are

{ o3
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very abundant in this neighbourhood, and remained
with the party all winter ; and in number they exceed
those of the larger species in the proportion of five to
one.” Tt thus seems to winter not further north than the

mouth of the Columbia River. Dr. Richardson observes, -

that it breeds on thie sea coast, within the aretic circle,
and is only seen in the interior of the fur countries
during the season of its passage. Tt makes its appear-
ance in spring amongst-the latest of the migratory birds ;
while the trurpeter swans, with the exception of the
eagles, are the earliest. Captain Lyon describes its nest
as built of moss-peat, near six feet long, four and three
quarters wide, and two feet high on the outside ; the
eavity being a foot and a half in diameter. The eggs are
brownish white, slightly clouded with a darker tint.
The plumage is entirely pure white, except the crown,
napey and upper parts of the neck, which are deeply
tinged with reddish orange; and the belly, which is
slightly tinted with the same: the bill and feet are
black ; but the cere and irides are orange. Old birds
are said to Le entirely white; while the young ones are
grey. The second and third quills are the longest, and of
equal lepgth : the tail is wedge-shaped, and of eighteen’
feathers. The total length is aboat fifty-five inches, of
which the wings occupy a little more than twenty.

Tue Taunrerer Swaw.

Cygnus buccinator, Richardson.

White ; head glossed above with chestnut: bill entirely
black, with a tubercle: tail feathers 24 : feet black.

Cygnus buccinator, Rich., in Northern Zm.byy, il 464.

Obscure intimations of this singular bird appear to
haye been given by some of the North American travel.
lers of the last century; but it was only distinetly cha-
racterised as a.species by Dr. RiChardson, in his account
of the-birds of Arctic America, where it chiefly breeds.
Whether the excessive cold of its natural haunts would

i

>
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preclude its propagation in Britain, has not yet been
ascertained ; since no living specimen, so far as we can
learn, has yet been brought to England: the experiment,
at all events, is worth trying ; particularly as, from its
being, according to Dr. Richardsen, the most common
swan in the interior of the fur cbuntries, specimens
might be procured with facility through the Hudson's
Bay company.

This is probably one of the two sorts of swan which
Lawson observes are found in Carolinay the largest of
which he calls, from its note, the Trumpeter. Hearne
also says,—< T have heard them, in serene evenings, after
sunset, make a noise not very unlike that of a French-
horn, but so entirely divested of every note that consti-
tuted melody, that I have often been sorry it did not
forebode their death.” Dr. Richardson is of opinion
that the greater part of the swanskins annually imported
by the Hudson’s Bay company, belong to this species,
It breeds as far south as lat. 61°, but principally within
the arctic circle; and, in its migrations, generally pre-
cedes the geese a few days. o

The trumpeter swan is about ten inches longer than

“the Cygnus ferus : its bill resembles that bird, also, in

its general form ; bu it is rather more lengthened and
depressed. The general colopr of the plumage is white;
the forehead alone being tinged with orange red: the
bill, cere, and legs are entirely.black; and the third pri-
mary quill is the longest. A fold of the windpipe enters
a protuberance on the dorsal or interior side of the
sternum, at its upper part, which is wanting in our two
Species of British swans, the ferus and Bewickil; in
Other respects, the windpipe is distributed through the
sternum alniost the same as in the Jatter of these birds.
Dr. Richardson refers to a skin belonging to the Zoolo-
gical Society, as having the crown and cheeks bright
chestnut, _

-
»
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Tne Brack Swax.
Cygnus atratus, Meyer,

Entirely black, with the bill red, and the legs flesh. -

coloured.

Anas plutonia, Shaw, Nat. Mis. pl, 103.  Anas atrata, the
Black Swan, Lath. Synop. of Birds, Supp. 343. Gen. Hist. x.
234, Phillips, Voy. p. 9G. I¥hite's Voy. p.137.

The black swan is as characteristic of the Austra-
lian continent, as the white ones are of the northern
hemisphere ; and yet, in every thing but colour, the two
species have a very close resemblance.  The discovery
of the black swan must have been almost as early as
the discovery of the great south land which it inhabits ;
for it seems to be abundantly dispersed over all the rivers
of Australia, so that our early navigators could not
have failed to see it. Accordingly, we find that, about
the year 1698, Dr. Lister, the most celebrated na-
turalist of that day, reports to the Royal Society, that
“here is returned a ship, which by our East India
company was sent to the south land, called Hollandia
Nova, bringing the news that blagk swans, parrots, and
many sea-cows were found there.”  And long before
our circumnavigators had actually brought the spoils of
these strange coloured birds to Europe, two of them
had been imported afive to Batavia, by some of the
Dutch vessels, where they were seen by the naturalist
Valentyn ; in whose curious boole they are represented
as swyimming upon a lake, and one being caught by a
sailor. ; o
This species generally associates in stfall flocks’ of
eight or twelve, on the sides an(l- mouths of rivers, or
in salt-water lagoons. Dr. “fhnc, who accompanieqd
the first fleet of convicts to New South Wales, saw
nine of them swimming together: Lyt although the
party fired u;ign them, all t.he bizds flew towards the
sea, which was very near, in the Same order as wild
)

o 2 "

<
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geese generally preserve; the one before thetother.®
Sometimes, however, they are seen in much greater
numbers ; for captain Bass counted upwards of 300
. within & quarter of a mile, on a river near Port Dal-
- rymple, in Bass Straights. It £eeds chiefly on grass
and aquatic plants; and its note s heen compared to

the creaking of a rusty sign on a windy day. .
The size of the black swan is rather smaller than
the tame one ; and it has this peculiarity in its external
structure, —that the tertiale of the male, when in full
plumage, are curved upwards, in the same manner as
we see some of the ducks ; the hill of this sex; also, is
furnished with a prominent tubercle, which the other
has not: in both, however, the colour is bright red
above, but paler at the tip, and crossed towards the
) middle by a whitish band: the’ primary quills, and
part of the secondaries, are pyre white ; but the rest of
the plumage is of a deep glossy black, somewhat paler
on the belly and thighs. We believe thig gpecies, now
among the most common birds of our menageries, might

be bred in this country without much difficalty.

Tue Caxana Goose. o
»
Anser Canadensis, Riq:anl.wn. ( Fig. 31.)

Canada Goose, Edwards, pl. 151. Pennant's Arctic Zook ii. 544
Wilson, viii. 53, pl. 67. f. 4. Anser Canodensis, Bonap. Syn.

P. S77. North. Zool. ii. 468. >
. The bird whose natural history we shall now narrate,
18 not only the most common of the wild geese found in
North America, but by far the most important ; since,
«  Mihout thestnormous supply of provisions which its
innumerable flocks annually afford to the inhabitants of
large provinces, thousands of families, in all probabulity,
‘Would be abridged of that food absolutely necessary for
life. The history of such a bird is entitled to more
than ordinary attention ; but it can only De learned from

-
a ™ Vay.p. 197
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those who have lived in the countries it inhabits. For-
tunately, however, the respective accounts of Wilson and
Richardson supply ample materials for this purpose ;
and these we shall now, with very little verbal alter-
ation, lay before the reader. The narrative will be still A
further interesting, as the species has long been domes-
ticated in this country, and may be seen in many private
poultry-yards, and in almost every menagerie.

The regular periodical migrations of the Canadian
goose to and from the arctic regions are the sure signals,
as Wilson observes, of returning spring, or of approach-
ing wintar. The tracts of their vast journeys are not’
confined to the sea coast, or its vicinity. 1In their aérial o
voyages to and from the North, these winged pilgrims
pass over the interior on both sides of the moun tains, so
far west, that Wilson Jever visited any quarter of the
country wuere he did not hear of them. The general
opinion of the common people of the States is, that the
geese, when flying northward, are going to the Canadian
lakes to breed; but the people of that province are
equally ignorant on this subject ; and it was only until
the more recent rescarches of Dr. Richardson, which
will be subsequently detailed, that the supposition enter-
tained by Wilson, of these blfds extending their mij.
grations ““ under the very pole itself,” was proved to be
erroneous. Hoarne asserts that he saw them in large
flocks within the arctic circle, stil pursuing their way
further north.  But whether it was really this species,

&
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or some other, may be fairly questioned, since Dr. Rich-
ardson states that they breed  between the 50th and
7th parallels.” W

So =oon as the young are reared, and are sufficiently
strong for the journey, these vast congregated flocks
begin their migration sputhward. *It is then that, like
the quails of Egypt, they bring food and plenty to the
poor inhabitants, and enable them to lay up a store of
provisions for a considerable part of the year. The na-
tives and English at Hudson's Bay, agcording to the
information communicated by Mr. Hutchins to Pennant,
depend greatly for support upon the geese; and in fa-
vourable years, three or four thousand birds, independ-
ent of those consumed fresh, are preserved in barrels,
and kept for store provisions. Masters and servants,
Indians and Europeans, all join ifl securing as plentiful
a harvest as possible, by shooting and snariug the game.
For the latter purpose they form huts, made of boughs,
at musket-ghot distance from each other, and place them °
in a line across the vast marshes of the country; each
stand, or hut, being occupied by a single sportsman.
These watch the flight of the birds, and imitate their
cackle so well that the geese will answer, wheel about,
and come near. Mesntime the sportsman, on his knees,
keeps motionless, with his gyn cocked, but does not fire
until he can see the eyes of the birds. One discharge
is followed by that of another gun, kept ready for the
purpose, He then proceeds to pick up the kirds: these
he sets upon sticks or otherise, as if alive: but a more
efficacious snare is, to have some well-stuffed specimens
ready prepared for this purpose; and then the }"ﬂd ‘11“!3
arg again attracted, and more secured. In this way, if
the day be flne and the birds plentiful, a single Indian
will kill upwards of two.hundred; for, besides being
890(‘ shots, t.hey are excellent mimics, and imitate the
distinet notes of all these aquatic birds of game to great
perfection.  After such prodigions havoe as _there ap-
pears to be made among these birds; and their ;unning
the gauntlet, as it%were, for many hundreds of miles,

\
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through such destructive fires; no wonder, says Wilson,
they should haye become more scarce, as well as shy, by
the time they reach tiie shores and marshes of the
United States.

The autumnal flight lasts from the middle of August
to the middle of October : thosg which are taken in this
season, when the frost begins, are preserved in their
feathers, and left to be frozen, for the fresh provisions
of the winter stock ; the feathers being sent to England.
Their first appearance coincides with the thawing of the
swamps, when they are very lean. But their arrival
from the south is impatiently looked for, as it is the
harbinger of spring, and this period is called the Goose
moon by the Indians, They appear usually at their
(the Hudson’s Bay ?) settlements about St. George's day,
0.8, and fly northward to nestle in security. Thus far
is the substance of the account given by Mr, Hutchins,
who, as an officer of the Hudson's Bay company, con-
fined his information, no doubt, to what he had ac-
tually witnessed in that district.

The first arrival of the geese at New Jersey, accord-
ing to Wilson, is early in October ; and their first nu- |
merous sppearance is the sure proguostic of severe
weather.®  Those which continue all winter, frequent
the shallow bays and marsh islands, and feed on the
roots and leaves of aquatic plants, which they tear up
with their bills : Jbut, at intervals of a few days, they re.
gularly make an excursioq to the inlets on the sea beach
for gravel. They cross, indiscriminately, over land or
water, generally taking t.hc nearest course to their ohject,
They swim well ; and if wounded on the wing, dive
and swim a great way under water, to thogno small £5.
tigue and perplexity of the sportsman, Except in ve
calm weather, they rarely "]e"? on the water, but rogs
all night in the marshes. When the shallow bays are. *
frozen, they seek the mouths of inlets near the sea.

The flight of the Canadian goose is heavy and labo-

* “Tho Birds are then evidently returning southward, after their breedin,
£0 471 the “c'c,lv,, cold of the north, which weiist this be st incruulng.'
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rious, generally in a straight line, or in two lines united
in front like the letter ;= . In both cases, the van is led
by an old gander, who every now and then pipes his
well-known honk, as if to ask how they come on; and
the honk of “ all 's well,” is generally returned by some
of the party. Their, course is ‘in a straight line,
with the exception of the undulatjons of their flighit.
When bewildered in foggy weather, they appear to be
sometimes in great distress, flying about in an irregular
manner, and for a considerable time cver the same
quarter, making a great clamour. On these occasions,
should they approach the earth, and alight to rest or
refresh themselves, they are sure to assemble the whole
neighbourhood in arms around them.

It is by no means a difficult matter to domesticate
such birds as have been slightly’ wounded, and they
readily pair with the  tame grey geese *:” the offspring
are said to be larger than either ; but the characteristic
‘marks of the wild goose still predominate. The gunners
on the sea-shore have long been in “the practice of
taming the wounded of both sexes ; and have sometimes

, succeeded in getting them to pair and produce. The
female always seeks out the most solitary place for her
nest, not far from ahe water. On the approach of
every spring, however, thesesbirds exhibit symptoms of
great uneasiness, frequently looking up in the air, and at-
tempting to go off. Some, whoseavings have been closely
cut, have traversed on foot in a northern direction, and
have been found at_a distance of several miles from
home.  They hail every flock that passes over head ;
and the salute is sure to be returned by the voyagers, who
arg only prevented from alighting among them by the
presence and habitations of man. The sportsmen gene-
rally take one or two of the domesticated geese with
them to those parts of the marshes over which the wild
ones fly, and conceal themselves within gunshot ; which
1S 10 sooner perceived by the decoy geese, than they

* Wilion Jeaves us to cinjocture of what specics this ' tame grey goose **
really is. 0
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begin calling aloud, until the whole flock approachics
0 near as to give them an opportunity to fire two and
sometimes three loaded muskets among them, by which
great havoce is made. {

In reference to the extraordinary instinct of the <
wounded wild goosé to join the migrating flocks in the
spring, Wilson affirms, that instances have come to his
knowledge, where, in birds but slightly injured, this has
actually taken place ; the birds having perfectly succeed-
ed in mounting into the higher regions of the air, and
Joining a passing flock which was on its way northward,
Still more extraordinary is the fact, attested by several
respectable eye-witnesses, of instances where these half-
domesticated birds, after they performed their northern
migrations, have actually returned to their former
habitations. But we have already extended the limits
of this article, however interesting, to such an unusual 1‘..
length, that we must advert to the subject on a future
oceasion.

According to Dr. Richardson, the arrival of this
well-known bird in the fur countries is anxiously looked
for, and hailed with great Joy, by the natives of the
woody and swampy districts, who depend principally "
upon it for subsistence during thi summer. It makes ¥
its first appearance in flocks of twenty or thirty; and
these are regularly decoyed within gunshot by the
hunters, who set up stckes, and imitate their call, Two
or three dr more are so frequently killed at # single
thot, that the usual price of a goose is a charge. of am-
munition. One goose, which, when fat, weighs aboyy
nine pounds,. is the daily ration for one of the Hyg.
son’s Bay company’s servants during the season, and, jg
reckoned equivalent to twWo snow geese, or three ducks, e
or eight pounds of buffalo and moose meat, or twq
Pounds of pemmican, or & pint of maize and four Ounces
of suet.  About three weeks after their firse appearance,
the Canada geee disperse in pairs throughout the coun..
try, beuveen the 50th and 67th parallels, to breed ; at
which time they retire from the “hores of Hudson’s
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Bay, and they are seldom or ever seen on the shores of the
Arctic Sea.  In July, after the young birds are hatched,
the parents moult, and vast quantities are killed in the
rivers and small lakes before they are able to fly, When
chased by a canoe, and obliged todive frequently, they
soon become fatigued, apd make for the shore with the
intention of hiding themselves ; but as they are not fleut,
they fall an easy prey to their pursuers. In the autumn,
they again assemble in flocks, on the shores of Hudson's
Bay, for three weeks or a month previgus to their de-
parture southward. In these migrations, the geese are
observed annually to resort to certain passes and resting
places; some of which are frequented both in the spring
and autumn, and others only in the spring.

A short description of this remarkable bird will alone
be necessary. Length three feew Bill black; irides
dark hazel: the upper half of the neck is black, marked
round the chin with a transverse band of white: the
back and wing covers are brown, each feather being tipt
with whitish ; but the rump and tail ‘are black : vent
and tail covers white: the primary quills are black, and
reach to the end of the tail : legs and feet greyish black.

* Both sexes are exactly alike, G
The nest is generajly built on the ground; but some

- occasionally breed in trees, depositing their eggs in the

deserted nests of ravens and fishing eagles.

Hurouixs Goosk.
: Anser Hutchinsonii, Rickardson.
Bill black, less than an inch and a half in length? the
Jhroat with, a white kidney-shaped patch : upper part
of the nefk black: the breast white.
Anser Hutchinsonii, Rich. North. Zool. ii. 47.

This new American goose, first discovered by Dr,
Richardson, has not yet been added to, our domestic.
ated list; and we haye some doubts, indeed, whether,
from its marine Qabits, and its food consisting, as

°
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Dr. Richardson says, of sea-weed, &c., it could be do-
mesticated and bred like the Canadian goose, with
which, until these few y@rs, it has been confounded by
all writers. According to Dr. Richardson, these geese
are well known in Hudson's Bay, by the Cree Indian
name of Apistisieesh; and they are generally thought
by- the residents to be merely a small kind of the Cana-
dian goose, as they have the white kidney-shaped patch
on the throat which is thought peculiar to that species,
Their habits, however, are dissimilar; the Canada
goose frequenting the freshwater lakes and rivers of the
interior, and feeding chiefly on herbage ; while the pre-
sent species is always found on the sea coast, feeding on
the marine plants and the mollusee which adhere to
them, whence their flesh derives a strong fishy taste,
In form, size, and geeral colour, this species, however,
more nearly resembles the brent than the Canada
goose : nevertheless, it differs from the former in hav-
ing the white kidney-shaped patch on the throat and
cheeks; in wanting the spotted white marks on the sides
of the neck; in the black colour terminating four inches
higher, instead of including the swell of the upper parts
of the bagk and breast; and in the white of the vent -
being more extended. It is totally unlike Anser lou-
copsis in plumage, and has a longer bill.

The colour of the head, neck, rump, and tail is pitch
black : back and both syrfaces of the wings clove brown 3
the edges cf the feathers yellowish grey, and worn. The
white colour is distributed in the following way®_]1, A
speck before the eye: 2. The under eyelid: 8. A kid.
ney-shaped patch on the thros.n, similar to that of the
Canada goose, and which terminates acutely on each side
of the hind head: 4. A band which pases over he
upper tail covers, and forward by the sides of the rump:
the breast, vent, and under tail covers are also white:
the abdomen is yellowish grey, edged with white; ang
the flanks are gransversely barred with bluish grey and
white: the bill and feet are black,
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Tue Sxow Goose.
Anser Hyperboreus,® Pullas.

4 Plumage of the adult bird, pure white, with a red bill

and bluish tip: orbits and feet red: fore part of the
head fulvous. -

Avvir. — Anser Hyperboreus, Pallas, Spec. Zool. vi. 26.
North. Zool. ii. Anas Hyperborea, Wilson, pl. 68. f. 5.,
male. Terminck, Man. ii. 816. Snow Goose, Pennant, Aret.
Zool. ii. 479. Wilson, viii. 76. * Oie Hyferborée, ou de
Nidge, Temm. Man. ii. 816.

Youxe. — Anas cwrulescens, Linn. Syst. Nat. ed. Gmelin, i.
513. Lathan, Inder Orn. ii. 836. Blue-winged Goose,
Edwards, pl. 152. Pennant, Arct. Zool. ii. 474. Latham,
Gen, Syn. vi. 469, Gen. Hist. x. 232, Young of the Snow
Goose, Wilsom, pl. 59. f. 5. -~
Although this goose extends its range into the northern

countries of Europe, it seems fnouch more common iu

Arctic America. M. Temminck and others mention it

as one of the regular migrators into the esstern parts of

Europe ; although it is but an oceasional yisiter in

Prussia and Austria, and has never been found in Hol-

land.  Wilson says that the Americans call it the red

goose, probably from the colour of its bill and fett. It
seems to leave its brcexng places in the arctic regions
of North America in September, and arrives in the River

Delaware, sometimes in considerable flocks, early in

November: they are then very noisy, for thgir notes

are shrilléf and more squeaking than those of the Cana-

dian species. On- their first arrival they make but 2

short stay, proceeding further to the south as the depth

of winter approgches ; but from the middle of February
until“the ice beaks up in March, they are often abun-
dant on the shores of the Delaware, where they. feed
upon the roots of the reeds; which they tear up from the
marshes like hogs, Latham, who derived his infor_m-
ation from that little known, but far better Qmi‘hc‘logm.-
Mr. Hutchins, says that this species is very numerous
in Hudson's Bay; thog they visit Severn River in May,
d »
. L
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and, after remaining a fortnight, proceed further north
to their breeding places ; which, as subsequently ascer-
tained by Dr. Richavdson, are the barren grounds of
the arctic region: the birds return to Severn River the

beginning of September ; and after staying abouta month 4

depart for the south, attended by their young, in innu
-merable flocks.

Some very interesting remarks by Dr. Richardson,
alike applicable to this and the two other species of
geese of North America, are so appropriate to our pre-
sent purpose, that we shall here introduce them. The
arrival of the different species of geese in the fur
countries, marks the return of spring, and diffuses as
much joy among the wandering hunters of the arctic
regions, as the harvest or vintage excites in more genial
climes. It is an-event of great importance to the

natives, as it affords them a supply of food at a seasoy

when the moose and deer hunting is impeded hy the
foods of melted snow. The larger species of Anas, or
the geese, are chiefly attended to ; and they are observed
“to follow determinate routes in their progress northward,
and to halt regularly at certain stations, Their returnin
autump is also by passes well known to the natives';
but not always in the same Jjine with their summer
movements.  Actuated, in the beginning of the season,
by an impulse which hurries them to the breeding sta-
tions, they remain at their resting places only: long
enough 2o admit of the country to the northward being
properly thawed for their reception ; but during these
rests, which are seldom prolongdd beyond eight or tep
days, they become very fat, {lth}lgh on their first ar.
rival they are always lean. Their moyements tg the
northward are sometimes premature ; afld after having
left a station, they occasionally return to it for g gy,
days: such an event is always followed by cold frogry
weather, or severe sNOW StOrms.  When they retyrn in
autumn, thejr migrations being more exclusively regu.
lated, by the supplies of food they can obtain, their hale
in the marshy districts, through vhich the Saskatchewan
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and its continuation, Nelson's River, flow, and on the
low shores of the southern parts of Hudson's Bay, is
more considerable, and is terminated by the freezing of
the marshes. This period forms the principal goose-
~Shunt of the Cree Indians, who are the only natives who
frequent these swampy districts. In the barren grourids,

on the other hand, frequented by the northern Indians, b
or Chepewyans, the spring goose-hunt is the most pro-
ductive.

The only geese seen in any great numbers in the
interior of the country, are the Canada goose (Anser
Cunadensis), the laughing goose (Anser albifrons), and
the snow goose (Anser Hyperboreus). The different
notes of these three species are well imitated by the In-

N dians ; who thus are very successful, during the spring
Mmigration, in bringing them within .gunshot. In the
autumn, the geese do not so readily answer the call ;
and it is necessary that the sportsman should conceal
himself, and use some dead birds as a decoy.

# Dr. Richardson farther obscrves, that this speeies’
breeds in great numbers in those dreary tracts bf Arctic |
America, called the Barren Grounds. ~The eggs are of
a yellowish white colour, and of a regularly ovalsform,

* about three inches long, #nd two broad. The young are
able to fly about the end of Augast ; and, about two or
three weeks afterwards, the parent birds and their broods
migrate to the south. [t is supposed that the young do
not attain their full or adult plumage until th fourth
year, and before which they appear to keep in dis-
unct flocks by themselves: such flocks are numeroys
at Albany Fort, in the southern part of Hudson's Bay,
whera the old hinds are rarely scen ; while, on the other
hand, the old birds visit York Factory, during their mi-
gration, in great abundance, but are seldom accom-
panied by the younger birde. Their food is rushes and
insects ; and in the autumn they devour berries.

All writers, before Wilson, had described the young
of this species as perfeétly distinct, under the nam?® of
the Blue-winged Goos®, accurately figured by Edwards,

P2
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as already quoted. There seems some difference of
opinion, as to whether the young birds keep in focks by
themselves, or whether they accompany their parents: « |
the former is stated to be the case by Dr. Richardson ; the
latter, which seems’the most natural, is affirmed by Wil- =
son, in the following passage »—* The snow geese pass
“along our coasts, and settle in our rivers overy autumn.”
In a flock of thirty or forty, there are seldom more
than six or eight pure white: the rest vary so much,
that no two are exactly alike; yet all bear the most evi-
dent marks, in the particular structure of their bills, of
being the same identical species. The following de-
* scription is applicable to the generality of the young
birds ; the greater or less degree of white upon the
plumage indicating the progress it has made towards
assuming the dress of the adult. The whole of the /|
head, and half of the neck, white ; the rest of the necl, .
breast, and back purplish brown, darkest where it joins
the white ; all the feathers being finely tipt with pale
brown : wing covers light cinereous, or grey ; the quills
black ; the tertials being edged with cinereous or light
blue, but black in the middle: rump like the wing
covers: tail covers white: tail blackish, edged and
broadly tipt with white : belly“and vent white, mixed *
with cinereous: feet and bill light reddish purple or
pale lake ; the latter having the tips light blue.

The adult bird, 25 described by Wilson, is two feet
cight inches long : the bill being three inches, remark.
ably thick at the base, high on the forehead, but small
and compressed at the extremity, the nail or thickened
tip being whitish ; the colour of the rest of the bill is
purplish carmine ; the edges of the twermandibles sepa- |
rate from each other for their whole length, and this
gibbosity is occupied by dentated rows resembling teeth «
these, and the parts adjoiniog, being of a blackish
colour. The whole plumage is of a snowy whiteness,
except the fere part of the head, which isof o yellowish
rust-colour ; and the nine exterior quill feathers, which
are black, shafted with white, a8d white at the root :
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legs and feet like the bill: irides dark hazel. Tail
rounded, of nineteen feathers, and of nearly the same
length as the wings. L]

Tar Loccernean Gose.
Anas tracliyptera, Latham. p
Loggerhead Duck, Lath. Synop. of Birds, Ni. 439. Gen. Hist.

X. 226.

One of the principal considerations thaf have guided
our present selection of birds, is that of calling the
attention of our readers to those imperfectly known
species, which seem to possess the properties of domes-
tication ; with the hope of inducing such persons, as
have the power, to clear up their history, and to at-
tempt, where practicable, the importation of living
specimens into this country. _Our accounts of such
species will, of necessity, be taken from those authors
who have thus imperfectly mentioned them. But as
this volume will, in all probability, from its wide
circulation, fall into the hands of many of our country-
men now residing in or visiting the countriez where
fhese species are said to occur, we think much eyentual
good will result frowm this plan. Amateurs are
frequently anxious to do somgthing for Natural His-
tory, if they knew what to do; and, if they had a
friend who would guide their inqujries te a useful end,
exertions would often be made, and muche valuable
information procured. Under this impression, we shall
here introduce the atcounts of several little-known
species of the Anatine family, chiefly, as, it is sdid,
inhapitants of South America, where so many of our
countrymen are now residing; and from whom the
Ornithological Society may hope to receive either pre-
served skins, for determining the species more correctly,
or living specimens for adding to their menagerie,

The first we shall notice is a most sgingular bird,
called by Dr. Latham, in one of his works, a Ducis; but
in his last, a Goose, ‘sithout any assigned reason for the

»3
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change. He saye®, without mentioning, as he usually
does, his authority, that it * inhabits Falkland Islands,
and Staten Land, whe it is seen in pairs, though some-
times in large flocks. From the shortness of its wings,
this bird is unableto fly ( £); but it makes considerable &
use of them when in the water, on which it seems, as
oit were, to run ; at least, it swims, with the assistance
of the wings used as oars, at an incredible rate, so
that in such situations it becomes extremely difficult to
shoot these birds. To remedy this, the gailors used to
surround a flock with boats, and drive them ashore >
where, unable to raise themselves from the ground, they
ran very fast: but soon growing tired, and Equatting
down to rest, they were easily overtaken and knocked
down with sticks. The flesh was sometimes eaten by
the sailors, in defect of that of the bustard goose; but
was not much rclished‘ being rank and fishy ; it was %
thought, in fact, more proper for the hogs, which, after
it had been boiled in the copper, ate it up greedily, and
fattened well {upon it).”

Such is the strange account which the doctor gives
of its manners ; and we shall now transcribe what he
says of its plumage ; observing, by the way, that nb
figure of it has yet been publishad, g

“Length thirty-two inches: weight from twenty to
thirty pounds. Bill three inches long ; colour orange ;
the top of the upper mandible brown at the base, and
black at *he t'ip: irides c;randge, _;urmunded with black,
and again with orange : head and neck deep ash-coloyy:
upp;g part of the body much fthe same: the edge of
the secondary quills white, forming a band of the same
on the wing: under parts of the body dusky down
the middle ; over the thighs cinereous blug : vent white: ).
quills and tail black ; the last short, and pointeq in ,
shape ; the wings are likewise very short, mot reachiyp
to the rump ; on the bend of the wing a double yellow
knob, half an inch in leggth: legs brownish orange :
webs gusky : “claws black. .

b Gen, Hist. of Birds, x. 926.  Can this be ffne species of penguin with
4 broad bin ¥

0 ¢
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HYBRID GOOSE.— CHILIAN® GOOSE.

Tue Hynrip Goose.
Anas hybrida, Lai®am.

Plumage, white in the male, black in the female (?):
bill and legs either red omyellow.

Anas bybrida, Latham, Geh. Synop. 2d Supp. 345, Mollin.|
Chili, 983. .

This goose is stated to © inhabit the Archipelago of
Chioloé in South America, and may be called monoga-
mous, as the male and female are never foufid apart ; not
uniting in flocks as the other sorts: during the time of
incubation they retire to the rivers, where the female
generally lays about eight white eggs, in a hole formed
out of the sand.” Its description is stated as follows :
~— “ Size of the domestic goose; butethe neck somewhat
shorter, and the wings and tail longer. The male has
the plumage of a pure white tliroughout, with the bill
and legs yellow ; the bill is semicylindrical, with a red
cere: the female is black, with some streaks of white,
arising from the tips of several of the feathers being
bordered with white: the bill and legs red: the legs
weatly the same as in the common goose.” Why this
should be called hybridg,—a name which no spebies can
bear with the least regard to sense,— does not appear.

» -

Tae Cutnian Gopse. »
Anas Coscaroba, Latham, 2

Entirely wlite: bill and legs red.

Coscaroba Goose, Lazk, Synop. of Birds, 2d Supp- 345 Gen.
b % Hiet, x. 228,

If this goose, as Dr. Latham states on the presumed
authority of Mollini, is a pative of Chili, its acquisition
by some of our countrymen there would be a matter of
no great difficulty ; since the doctor goes on to say that
it is valuable for its extreme docility avd tameness in
confinement, and patticularly by attaching itself to the

r 4
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person who supplies it with food. Mollini states it to
be of a large size; with the bill and legs red, the eyes of
a fine black, and the jiumage entirely white. Nothingis
said of the female. No figure exists ; nor does this birel
appear to be knosyn to any of the ornithologists of «.
Europe. i &
|

Tue SovtnerNy Goose.

Anas Antarctica, Lathan.

Body blackish, crossed by transyerse white lines, slender

on the head and neck, and broader beneath: wing

covers white ; speculum green, edged with white.
Antarctic Goose, Lath. Synop. of Birds,vi. 442. Gen. Hist-

x, 228, 3

_ This is another of the obscure geese of the southery» .,4
hemisphere, said to inhabit Christmas Sound in Teris
del Fuego, and is thus deseribed by Latham : —

“Smaller than a tame goose ; weight sixteen (?) pounds-
Bill narrow, short, and black: the whole plumage of 2
dazzling snowy whiteness. The female has a reddish
flesh-coloured bill: the head, neck, and body black.,
crossed* with transverse white lines; those of the hea 1
and neck very minute, but grow broader as they pro',.
ceed downwards : the mddle of the back plain black -
wing covers white : on the bend of the wing, n'blun;
knob ; speculum gréen, edged outwardly with blye -
legs yellow.”

This must be a particularly beaatiful bird ; and, fror»
its inhabiting the colder regions of America, might pro_.
bably be acclimated in this country without much dif;_.
culty. : h

Tunr Bustagp Goosm.

Anas le“gop[era, Lath. syﬂ- g Bl"‘d«l, vi. 440. Gen, s,
x. 229, X

As.Brown,"in his Tlustrations above cited, is the
only author as yet who appears fo have figured this

‘
¢
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little-known goose, which he says inhabits the Falkland
Islands, we shall place his description before that of
Dr. Latham, which will bé subsequently mnoticed.
Brown states the length of his bird to be three fect four
inches. The bill is small and dusky : the head, neck,
and all the under parts of the body are of & snowy
~whiteness: the upper part of the back is barred wit!l
black and white: the wing covers are white; the
secondaries marked with a dusky broad band, and an-
other of white: the speculum is green,; and the prima-
ries are dusky : the middle feathers of the tail are glossed
with green; the others are white : legs black.

Dr. Latham makes the above bird identical with the
bustard goose, of which he gives the following different
description : — Length, from thirty to forty inches, Bill
scarcely two inches long, and blfck : head, neck, lesser
wing covers, and under parts of the body white: lower
part of the neck behind, and as far as the middle of
the back, erossed by numerous dusky black lines ; sides,
over - the thighs, the same: the grehter wing covers
black, tipt with white, forming a bar of -white on the .
wing; at the bend a blunt knob: second quills, part
black, part white ; prime ones dusky black -, speculum
dark green: the two middle tail feathers black; the
others white. g

This latter goose, the doctor observes, ¢ stands pretty
high on its legs, which serve to glevatu it above the tall
grass; and with the addition of its long neek, it is able
to observe any danger approaching. It walks and flies
with great ease, and has not-that disagreeable cackling
ery peculiar to the rest of its kind. It generally lays
six eggs.  TFhe flesh was considered agreeable.™

Tue Creasr-corovrep GOOSE.

We insert the following short and unsatisfactory
notice of this goose, if such it be, in the precise words
of Dr. Latham, in his General History of Nirds (x.
206.), with a view to call the attention of our Austra-
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lian brethren to it, in the hopes that we may hereafier
be able to determine what it really is,

¢ Size of a common gbose. Bill very stout, deep red,
with a black tip: plumage in general whitish dun, or
cream-colour : acmssrhe shoulders two or three rows
of transverse dusky blotches, and: a few of the same on
the wing covers: ends of the quills chocoh!u.-: 'lml
Black : legs moderate in size, and red. Inhabits New
South Wales.”

Tug Picrox Goose.
Cereopsis Australis, Sw.  (Fig. 82.)

Cinereous grey : wing covers and lesser quills tipt with
dark roundish spots,

C psis Novae Hollandiz, lﬁztlm:u, Iud, Orm'.t_}:. Supp. lxvii.

c:ic:cll. Cercopsis, Bennett, in Zool. Gard. ii, 815. Anser

griseus, Vieillot.  Cercopsis cendre, Lemm. Pl Col. 206.
New Holland Cgreopsis, Lath, Gen. Syn. ii. 595,

ks The pigeon goose
'ﬁ% : (50 called from the si-
ey milarity of its colour.
g, no less than its
A direct analogy tothose
birds) remained for
many years so little
known to ornitholg.
gists, that only three
Preserved  specimens
Were ascertained g
exist in the European
museums.  One  of
these, Tmutilated, was,
1o doubt, the cause of
considerable error to
Dr. Latham, when he first separated this bird as the
type of his gemﬁ Cereopsis; a nane, however, which,
from not being founded in fact, butétending to give a
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false idea of its structure, is so objectionable, that we
trust some of our higher ornithologists will propose a
better. ®

Within these few years, however, the Cereopsis has
become not only a living inhabitent of our menageries,
but a perfectly naturalised species. The late Mr. Bennett,
who has very ably and ingeniously drawn up a complete
history of the bird, mentions that the Zoological Societyy
in the year 1881, possessed no less than eight living
specimens ; some of which belonged to George IV.'s
menagerie at Windsor, * where they bred as freely as
the emus” and geveral other Australian animals; having
all descended from one pair originally brought to this
country. ‘They are perfectly tame, and in their manners
resemble geese, but show more disposition to become
familiar. .

Its manners in a state of nature may be gathered
from the various accounts of voyagers ; for Mr. Bennett
has clearly shown that this bird has been indirectly
mentioned in their parratives for upwards of thirty
years, From the notes of captain Flindérs, it appears to
be partially migratory. Laballardidre télls ug, that many
of those first seen by his crew, suffered themsglves to be
taken by the hand p but the rest became alarmed and
took to flight. ConsMlerajle numbers were taken by
captain Flinders’s crew, hoth at Lucky Bay and Goose
Island, by knocking them down with sticks ; some being
secured alive. ' According to M. Bailly, whko met with
them at Preservation Island, the pigeon geese were.
abundant, and so taie, that his crew procured sufficient
to subsist upon during their stay there., All agfee in
egtolling thesdelicacy of its flesh.* It seems to confine
itself to the coast, and to feed chiefly upon grass; and
rarely takes to the water : its usnal weight is from seven
to ten pounds.  According to captain Bass, it has “ga
deep, hoarse, clanging, and though a short, yet an in-
flexed voice ;** a description which Mg, Bennett says is
very accurate. 'With such a desirable bird fore domes-

* * Bennett, loc. cit.
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tication as the Australian farmers possess in the pigeon
goose, which seems to be altogether much tamer than
ours, it is really surprisinig they have neglected its pro-
pagation : yet such seems to be the fact; for although
Mrs. Lewin, who hadoresided in Australia many years,
informed Dr. Latham, that, “ with little management,
it kecomes very tame and familiar, so as to be domesti-
cated with our common goose,” its eultivation seems
to be so far abandoned, that the bird is spoken of by
naturalists who subsequently visited the colony, ag very
rare ; they having only seen a single specimen in the
governor's garden,

We shall now give Mr. Bennett's description of the
plumage, as it was no doubt taken from the living spe-
cimens before alluded to. The pigeon goose *fis about
the size of the commoh goose, which it resembles in its
form, excepting the comparative length of the bill and legs.
A broad patch on the top of the head isof a duj] white;
and the rest of the plumage of a dingy grey, deeper on
the upper than ofi the under parts; having the extremi
of each of the feathers of the back margined with a
lighter band; afid most of the wing covers, and second-
ory quill feathers marked with rounded dusky spots
of from two to four lines in diameter: on the feathers
of the back and shoulders ohie ¥pots are much larger,
assume an angular or semilunar form, and approach
more nearly  the.genegal colour of the Plumage: the
quill feathess, both of the wings and tail, are dusky
black throughout the greater part of their extent .
naked extremity of the bill is black ; but the broadly
expanded cere of a light straw or lemon coloyy 5 and
the irides are Tight hazel : the naked parts of the legs
are reddish orange; but the toes, c!aws, and webs gre
black ; this colour being continued in a stripe a little
way in front of the leg. Y

The ornithologist canﬂ"n fail to recognise, in the more
scientific characters of this remarkable bird, given else.
where® . the many extraordinary analogies it Presents,

* Class. of Birds, il, 107, 6&2;

0
0
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in all parts of its structure and colours, to the tenui-
rostral type of the ‘class Avis; for such do we consider
is the station it occupies in itS own circle. It is the
most aberrant of all the geese, and consequently has the
toes but slightly webbed, the legs are unusually long,
and it seldom takes to the water; thus representing
the grallatorial waders. Like the pigeons, aga it hag

. the base of the bill excessively swollen, as if tumid ;

while its grey colour and spotted wing covers make it
almost a counterpart of some of the ligtle ground doves
of America; all these being representatives of one and
the same type— namely, the tenuirostral.

Tar Seasmearaaten Goose.
Dendrocygna semipaltata, St

Head, neck, wings, and middle of the back deep brown
the rest of the plumage white: bill brown: legs
red.

.

Anas semipalmata, Lath, Ind. Orn. Supp, 1xix. Semipalmated
Goose, Gen. Syn. ii. 347, pl. 139. Glen. 8ist. x. 295. pl. ®

178, (a repetition of the former plate). v
L

Whether this is ® goose, or a duck, is altogether un-
certain ; but its singuMr cqnformation, no less than its
being an inbhabitant of rivers, renders it & most desir-
able acquisition to our living collectigns of this family.
We therefore here introduce it for the®purpose of
calling the attention of our settlers in New South Wales
to the interest which attaches to the species.” Dr. La- -
tham, hitherto its only describer, gives.the following
igiperfect aceount : —

““This is nearly the size of the wild goose. Bill
brown ; the cere at the base passing on each side to the
eye: irides bluish: hehd, neck, and thighs brownish
black ; round the lower part of the neck white, ex-
tending to the beginning of the back,gnd all beneath :
the rump is also White: the rest of the bak, and
wings, deep browns;. quills and tail darker, appreaching
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to black : legs red ; toes webbed only for about half
way from the base. In some birds, the white sur-
rounds the neck as a collr; in others, it extends between
the shoulders to the back.

““Inhabits New Holland : found in flocks near Hawks-
bury river, and called New South Wales goose : its
nots silo be tuneful and melodious ; and s some-
‘times observed to perch in trees, in the manner of the
whistling duck. The native name is Newal Gang.”

The trachea of this species, independent of jts
length, is singularly situated ; for, after passing down
on the fore part of the neck in the usnal way, it makes
several folds on the outside of the breast, under the skin,
before it enters the cavity. Dr. Latham, however, seems
never to have seen the bird itself ; for he expresses hig
thanks to Mr. Lamber% for the figure which is engraved
on his 178th plate ; and he intimates as much in regard
to the trachea, which he also figures. But the truth
is, the doctor’s style of writing is so vague, and at
times so careless and ungrammatical, that we are per-
petually at a loss to understand the meaning he intends
to convey. P ? .

Tue Rev-siuien Waistgine Duck.
Dendrocygna erythrofyncha, Si.

Chestnut rufous : crown, body beneath, quills, and taj]
black ; shoulder covrs bright orange; greater ang
lesser covers white: bill red: checks light ash,

Anas Autumnalis Linn., Auwct.  Siffleir a bee rouge, Bugr?
Pl Bal. 826.  Red-billed Whistling Duck, Edwards, .pl.
194. Gen. Syn. vi. 498,

.

Our menageries, so far as we can learn, are sxi'l}
without this very interesting an.d, to us, rare s[iccics;
for alihough it would appear to be well known in the
West Indics, and to be very common in New Grenada,
on the opposite part of the Amencap continent, it is so
Tare, even in unuiieums, that we have not yet been able
10 examine it, Edwards has figured it on his 1941k
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plate ; and as his descriptions are always remarkably
exact, we shall here abridge what he says respecting it.
His specimen was alive, and hadl been brought from the
West Indies by the name of the Whistling Duck."”
In the General Synopsis it is stated, but without the au-
thority being quoted, that it is very common at New

Grenada, and Jrequently kept tame in the farm.yatds

between the tropics ; but it isapt to’ be quarrelsome, and
will often fly away. The Spaniards call it Pisesic, from
U8 voice ; it is known to the English by the name of
Spanish main duck, is now and then seen alive in our
Melageries in England, and is said to have propagated in
a1 aviary at Schinbrun in Sweden.”

Edwards’s account may be thus abridged :—Size of the
common tame duck, but the length of its legs makes it
much higher, RBjll bright red, yeflowish round the nos-
trils, and black at the point: iris dark hazel: sides of
the head and chin light ash ; *crown and nape black :
the neck, breast, and back are of a dull red or brick
colour, light on the breast, and darkest above ; spurious
Wings and primaries black; tertials dark brick-coloured

© greater and lesser wing covers are white, so as

to form a Jarge white spot on the middle of she win
the shouldey covers,dhowever, are bright orange wlo}" ;
above which, and rourmd thg outer margin of the wing,
the feathers are black ; this colour being continued to the
Spurious quills : the whole body, and_shighs are black ;
Ut where the red on the breast and the bieck on ‘ﬁ”
Y unite, these blended colours form a dusky ash : tke
under tail covers afe whitish, with small blick Earks
tending the lengthway of the feathers: the tail is black,
a?d a little pointed ; the rump and upper tail covers :}:e

Ack.’ The legs are bare of feathers o little above the
knees : the toes are webbed as in other ducks, the inner
toosl having lateral webson their insides : legs and feet

est-colour ; the claws black. 4 s

We are strongly disposed to join in }he_ conjecture of
Edwards, that this bird is the female of his black-billed
whistling duck, which systematists have always kept

» ¢
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distinct under the name of Anas arborea, and of which
the following account is given by Latham, probably
from the living specimen he subsequently mentions: —
¢ Less than a mallard. Bill black ; irides hazel: crown
of the head dusky, semewhat crested at the back part,
and xufous brown : neck long angd slender ; hind part of
it trown ; back and scapulars the same, but the margins
of the feathers rufous: sides of the head and throat
white : fore part of the neck white ; breast pale rufous ;
both the latter spotted with bladk: belly, thighs, and
vent like the neck ; but the spots are smaller, and most
numerous on the sides: wing covers rufous, spotted with
black : rump, and upper tail covers, dark brown, edged
with rufous ; quills and tail dusky : legs longer than in
the common duck, and lead-colour: claws black.

< Inhabits Jamaica$ where it is remarked for making
a whistling kind of noise, and is said to build in trees:
in some seasons migrates into Guinea, and other neigh-
bouring parts, and is valued for food. T once received,”
continues the doctor, * a living specimen from Jamaica,
and kept it in my garden ; but it was in the highest

\ degree wild, and even feracious ; it would by no mea

vzcome familiar, and rarely would take any food while
any one was near to observe it.” * o

We are induced to suspect ¢hat the last described
bird i a female, chiefly on account of its plumage. It
rarely happens, either in the subfamily of Anserine, or
in that of aatine, §the first comprehending the geese,
the latter the ducks,) that the males have not a distinct
and decid&d tone of colouring on 'their plumage, not
broken into spots of uniformly plain colours, as we see
in female birds, and in the supposed Angs arborea of
anthors. Whether this bird, however, be the female of
the red-billed species, or of some other, must be still s
question. With so many of ‘owur countrymen in the
regions where these birds are found, we really hope
me_i'_g]rmgr information may be sent of them to the
Ornithological Society: -

* Gen. Bist, of Binds, x, 2498,
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COMMON SHELDRAKE,

Toe Coxnox SHELDRARE.
Tadorna Bellonii, Leack  (Fig. 83.)

Head and neck greenish black : pectoral band, and under
tail covers, rufous: vent and abdominal band black :
bill red : legs flesh-colour.—T'%e male.

Anas Tadorna, Linn., Awct. Tadorna Bellonii, Leach, Geoi.
Zvol- xii, 2, 72. ‘T'adorna Vulpanser, oty o, of Brit. Orn.
il 289, Fadorne, Bufl. 2% Enl. 53, :Canard tadorne,
Temm. Man, ii. 833,  Sheldrake, or Burrow Sheldrake, of
Britisk Authors. ,

The sheldrake, one of the most elegant of our native
ducks, deserves to be added to our list of tameable species s, -
for although, in a stat; of nature, it is rarely seen on the
frosh waters of this couatry, it is well known, as Mr.
Selby says, to thrive very wefl when confined to fresh-

-water ponds.  Indeed, it ig o much prized and sought

after for that purpose, that the inhzitants of the coast
are in the practice of watching the old birds. to their
nests during the breelling season, and digging up the
cgas. These are placed under a hen or tame duck ; but
great care and attention are requisite in reaning the
young ; and it is seldom that above three or four sur-
vive from a hatching of a dozen eggs. The young soon
Secome tolerably. tame, and. answer to the call of the
person who feeds them: when fully fledged, however,
being very active birds, they are apt to stray away ; and
if left with their pinions unmutilmcd_,~ generally, in. time,
fly entirely off’; although they sometimes return after an
Q

. w
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absence of many months.®  They rarely breed in con-
finement ; but Mr. Selby has known one instance, and
Montagu mentions anuther, in which the birds, after
the lapse of some years, and having the range of an ex-
tensive piece of water, produced & brood of nine. The

_eggs are of aun oval form, both ends equally rounded o 3

and are either of a pure white, or with a very faint
“tinge of green : they are usually hatched in thirty days.

The sheldrake enjoys a wide geographic range, being
found in all the temperate and northern parts of Kurope :
it even extends to lceland; but is there said to be only a
summer visiter : with us it remains during the whole
year, and does not, like s0 many others of its family,
quit its native haunts ; nor do they change their mates
at the breeding season. Naturally, the sheldrake is a
marine dueck ; and Mr. Selby observes that it ig very
common upon such parts of the Northumbrian coast 5o
abound in sand hills ; the numbers being often consider.
ably increased by flocks which pass to and from the
more northerly ‘parts of Europe : they delight in eyel
sandy tracts as abound in rabbit burrows — breeding in
. such as have Leen deserted ; in these the females hailg
- -their nests of dried grass and fine down, often ten o,
twelve feet from ‘the entrance of the aperture. Their
natural food consists of emall.marine animals and geq
weeds, but when domesticated, or in captivity, they thrive
very well upon, grain, and the usual food of or din:uy
ducks, -

The eheldrake is nearly two feet in length. The whole
of the bill is of a rich blood red : the irides are browy, -
andrthe feet flesh-coloured : _hcad, and half of the pec).
dull green; the Jower part being white : the wing covem;
the back, the sides, the Tump, and the base of the'iai)
are also pure white : the scapulars, the quills, the vent,

and the tips of the tail are deep black ; and. there i« i,

broad band on the middle of the helly of the Shme

colour: on the breast is another broad hand of rufou,

red, which reacnes to the interscarulars: the under yail
« felby, Tlust, of Bat O, 1, 9],

4
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COvers are also rufous : the speculum or mirror on the
wings is green, glossed with purple.

The female is rather smaller ; #hd has merely a small
whitish spot at the base of the bill, in lieu of the fleshy

<4 Protuberance possessed by the male; the band on the

})renst is not so broad ; and the black one on the belly
18 very straight, and is often variegated with irregular
whitish spots. ~ The trachea of the ‘male differs from
that of any European duck: it is furnished with a
labyrinth composed of two roundish bladders of a most
delicate texture, one of which is larger than the other;
Loth are uneven on the surface, and of so tender a fabric
s searcely to bhear the pressure of the finger without
fracture,

Tue Musg Duek.
Tndoma.moechum Stir.

Black, irregularly varied with white : bill with the base
and tip blue, and the middle red: skinround the eye
naked, red, and tuberculated.

Anas mosehata, Linmens, Auct.  Anas sylvestefs Braziliensis,

» Roy, Sysop, 148.1. Le Canard musque, Ruffon, Pl Enl. &

?b;’- Le gmn Canard, Azara, ”ny. od, Sonnini, . No. ®
437, p. 894, X 14 : :
Fist, }; 268, kit A2 ’:“"‘ Synop. vi. 476, Gen

Ihis singular ¢pecies has long been a domesticated
tehant of our farm and poultry yards & &ongb of late
_:ears it is by no means so commonly seen as formerly.

t was well known to Willughby and Ray, — the fathers
of systematic grnithology, at least in this country, —3s
& native of South America; but, by a singuiar fatality,

o

nearly all the writers who succeeded, got an idea that
it came originally from Russia; and hence the yulgar
#0d erroneous name of Muscovy duck. Such mistakes
ainong the writers of the last century were naturally to
be expected: but when we find, in the latest of our
compiled systems, thatsthis tropical Ameriean bird, * is
said to be in a wild state about the Lake Baikal in
oo
)
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Asia,” we are led to distrust, and justly, all the other
localities that are mentioned by the writer.

Little or nothing worth repeating was known of the
habits of the musk duek, until the appearance of the ad-
mirable work by Azara, on the animals of l'ar:guay. -
We are there informed, that it generally is found soli-
tary, or in pairs, but sometimes in flocks of from twenty
to thirty, although it never migrates. It feeds not
only on what it finds (des productions) in the rivers
and stagnant waters, but, according to the general
opinion, on the roots of the manioc *, on maize, and
other vegetables, which it searches for during moonlight
nights. Although generally on the ground during the
day, it always roosts upon trees. It is very shy, ex-
cept at such times—generlly at the break of day — a5 jt
{eeds, when it may'he approached more readily. Tt be-
gins to lay in the beginuing of September ; and generally
deposits ten or more eggs in the hollow of a tree, some-
what elevated from the ground, or sometimes in a fork
of its branched ; the nest, in this latter case, being lined
with the bird's own feathers. When hatched, the mo-
ther conveys*the young to the nearest water, by CRITY -
ing them, one by one, in her bill. 1Its note is low aund

“guttural, not unlike the syllable fr. 1t is the largest
species found in Paraguay, aad is called Ypegueza by
the Indians, and Pato reale o grande (Grand or Royal
Duck) by the Spaniards,

The wask dacl® in its naturally wild state, according
to Azara, has the whole of the plumage entirely black,
varied ¥ith green and violet redections: some indivi-
duals, however, have a few white dots on the hinder
part of the head, and on all the wing rovers: the feet

o are black; the irides yellow: the bill is black, with a
transverse band of cerulean blue close to the nostrils,
‘and a spot of the same atits tip ; between these is anothe,

5

* Lam inclined to doubt this fact very strongly : the raot of this
Wm'fhc Julces are artiticlally expressed, iy !iﬂdl{ potson; Both "Eﬂ;l:ta
And Lesat 1t iy evin a well.known fact, 10 Drazi), that ir fowls or patiltry
Mpay 'i«dmceiml runs from the pressing mill, wioy are sure to e ThiZ,
indeed, 1 fave w f ‘




SUMMER DUCK. 229

. of red. The male measures 84 inches, but the female
only 265, The great peculiarity of the species is in
the naked warty skin surrounding the eye, which is of

& 2 nich red, which exists in both sexes, but is more con-

spicuous in the female. v

In a domesticated state; the sides of the head, throat,
and fore part of the neck are white, saried with black,
and having more or less white on all the under plumage :
the three first quills are also white ; the nine following
dusky brown, edged without, and tipt with green gold :
tail green gold ; the two outer feathers white.

It is said. that the musk will pair with the cqumon
duck, and produce a cross breed ; but we have a parti-
cular aversion to such mongrel things, which, where no
object of wtility is gained, we look upon as the deform-
:ties, rather than ag exhibiting the beauties, of nature.
The flesh of the musk duck is highly flavoured ; and,
from the size of the bird, it certainly is a species well
worthy of being more extensively propagated than it is
at present ;. the singularity, also, of its tuberculated face
vould render it n carious, if not an elegans, companion
among the more attractive ducks of our aguatic pre-
serves. It may here be mentioned, that its ¥pecific®
hame is derived from the grhole bird possessing a slight
odour of musk,— a circumstanc we have observed by no
Theans uncommon in those Brazilian woodpeckers copsti-
tuting the typical species of the guzibg,zlglum@l"‘“"

Tue Sossier or Trene Ducx.'
Dendroseesa sponsn, Swairs. (ﬁgf a4
Crect procumbent, varied with green, blue, and wl.me.
-‘\n;“ Sponsn, Gmali Soati N, '- 53 -M‘]”", [nd. Orn. ii.
871, pmdw,',:.;:”";n:n‘;: . "9 ‘Northern Zool. i, 446,
Canard Buppd, Buffin, P Eal, 980, 981, Summer Dug'lf.
(‘uluhy'. an',u,,,,‘ i pl 07, Ellm‘% pl. 101, Wilsan, viii.
Pl 600 L 80 Frunmiilin's Jotern, P 709 s
The exquisite beauty of this duck is only surpasséd by
that of the Dendroneiss galericulata, commonly, but
Q3
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very“improperly; called the Chinese Teal ; and these two
form the only examples yet discovered of the rasorial
type of the river gducks. Possessing this analogy, we

consequently find they are more easily tamed than most . |

others ; and hence they have been long known as the
most elegant of those swimmers which thrive in our
menageries. .

The summer duck is strictly confined to the New
World, wherg it represents that species which i§ equally
peculiar to the temperate regions of Asia, Its southern

~range sppears not to extend beyond Mexico; while Dy,
Richardson met with it so fa north as lat. 54°, in the
month of June. 1t does not appear, however, to be ope
of those which invariably migrate northerly, for Wilson
suys that many®ire deeasionally seen during the whole of
the winter in those states that lie south of the Potowmac,
It is called the wood or tree duck, from its breeding in
hallow trees ; and the summer duck, from remaining in
the warmer provinees during the whole of summer, |y
scems to be almost an exclusive inhabitant of Jresh
waters, as it rarely visits the shoresof the salt marshes -
its favourite haunts are the solitary, deep, and muddy

creeks, ponds, and mill-dams of the interior, Ttg hest

is frequently made in old hollow trees overhanging the

Water ; but instances have been known where the nest
was Constructed of a few sticks laid in a fork of the
branches.  Wilson mentions an‘instance of a nest built

(

-
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in an old white oak on the banks of a stream, whose
top had been torn off by a storm.  In this hollow and
broken top, about six feet down, on the soft decayed
wood, lay thirteen eggs, sougly covered with down,
This tree had been occupied, as there was reason to
suppose, by the same pair, for four successive years, A
person who had lived near the spot, said that he hati |
seen the female, the preceding spring, carry down thir-
teen young, ome by one, in less than ten minutes:
she caught them in her bill by the wing or back of
the neck, and landed them safely at the foot of the
tree, whence she afterwards led them to the water.
The male usually perched upon an adjoining ‘vranch,
where he kept wateh while the female was liying, and
often while she was sitting. A tame goose had chosen
4 hollow space at the foot of the same tree, to lay and
hatch her young in.

The summer duck seldom associates in flocks of mare
than three or four, and they are all probably of the same
family, The common note of the drake is peet, peets
but when, standing sentinel, he sees danger, he makes a
noise not unlike the crowing of a young cock, oe eek, oe
ek, Their chief food seems to be acorns, wild oatss
and insects, So verymtame does this elegant bird be-
eome when domesticated, thatit will permit one to stroke
its back with the hand. Some time ago, an American
gentleman, who had a remarkatle fondness for this
species, had a whole yard, swarmirf with them ; they
had been s0 completely domesticated, that they bred, and
Were as familiar as any other poultry- They m‘wcll
known in this country among the dealers in live birds ;
anc: may generally be procured, although at a somewhat
high price. It is much smaller than the common do-
mestic duck, !

The colour of the miale may be thus. described :
— Upper part of the head and lores glossy dark green ;
cheeks, and a large patch on the sides of the
throat, purple, glossed with blue z from the hind head is
an elegant pendent trest of green and auricula purple,

qQ 4
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marked with two narrow white Tines—one of which ter-
minates behind the eyg, the other extends over the eye
to the bill: the sides of the neck are purplish red,
changing on the front of the neck and sides of the
breast to brown, aud there spotted with white - the
scapulars, wings, and tail exhibit various beautiful re.
frcetions of duck-green, purple, blue, and velvet-black -

" the interscapulars, lower part of the back, rump, and
upper tail covers are blackish green and dark purple ;
but several of the lateral covers are reddish orange : offf
each side of the rump is a splendid reddish purple tuft;
but the under covers are brown : the ¢hin, threat, mid-
dle ofifire breast, and the whole of the abdomen, together
with a collar round the neck, and a crescent-shaped bar
on the ears, are all pure white: the flanks are delicately
undulated with blackTines upon a yellowish grey ground ;

the tips of the longest feathers, and also those on the
shoulders, being broadly barred with white and black -

inner wing covers white, barred with brown. Nearly all
the coloured parts of the plumage are glossed +with
metallic tints: the bill is red ; the space between the
nostrils, the tip, the margins, and the whole of the

+ 'pwer mandible being black : the legs and irides are of a
rich orange. The female differs bt little from the male:
the crest is shorter, and the colours of the plumage are
less vivid ; the flanks are not undulated, and the tufts

on the sides of Jhe rump are wanting.

Accorditg to Mix Abbot, who communicated many of
his observations on the birds of Georgia to Dr, Lathapm,
the summier duck is very common there, and in Louis;j.
ana, the whole winter, and sometimes breeds there, He
mentions a very singular faculty possessed by the young,
which admirably illustrates its analogy to the rsoria],
and consequently to the scansorial, type of nature : for,
says he, “if you put the ydung into a tub, they wil]
olimb out by means of the bill and feet." This £pecies
% stated to inhabit Mexico and some of the West Indian
islands ; this is pmhﬂblt, but r'e can find no proper
authority for these localities, .-

o\
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Tre Masparive, or Cnrxese Svaprer Duck.
-
Dendronessa galericulata, Swe,

Anas galericulata, Linn. ed. Gmelin, i. 539, Chinese 'I‘gnl.
Edwards, pl, 102, Latham, Gen. Smop.vi. 5A8. Gen, Hist,
X. 469, Sarcelle de 1y China, Bufjon, pl. 805, $06. Kin-
modsui, Kempf. Jap. 129. pl, 10. fig. 3. -

This superb and. imposing bird’is the most striking
in its appearance of all the ducks yet discovered. In
Vits native country, which is China and Japan, it is by
Nno means uncommon ; and it seems to Le there as much
admired for the beauty of its plumage as it is in Europe.
In the markets of Canton they may be commG=ly seen
exposed for sale in cages, and sold at from six to ten
dollars a pajr.  They are purchased by Europeans, and
often arrive in this country alive ! but either from a pe-
culiar delicacy of constitution, or, what is more probable,
from ignorance or negligence in their management, they
have not yet been known to breed with us. 1t is pro-
bable, also, that, unless a genuine pair have been pro-
cureds from an authentic source, the supposed female
. may belong to the American summer duck ; since Dr.
Latham affirms that the latter is so like that of t&e
Chinese sort, as wpbe readily mistaken for it. The
Chinese draftsmen aré very fond of representing this
species, bothupon their paper-hangings and more finished
drawings, W know, s yet, nothimg of (jt4 (matiners
cither in its wild or captive stated” But tihe ﬁ’_n"“","lg
description of jrs plumage will sufficiently distinguich
it from the American spreics. v al. The:
" ¥ize is rather larger than our compon teal. dnll
bill is pale flesh-colour, when the bird is alive ; but b
red afterwards : the feathers on the hind part of t
head ang nape form a lengthened incumbent c]r?ﬁtl,
having 4 greenish black stripe on the tap of the heac
and the middle of the crown : the lores are pale rufous:
the sides of the head are oceupied by @ broad white
stripe, which narrovis beyond  the ear, anmd thev passes
into the dark glosiy green of the crest: the feathers
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round the upper half of the neck and throat are long
and pointed, as in the domestic cock®, and dull orange ;
but the lower part of the neck, and part of the breast, is
chestnut : on cach side of the breast are three trans-
verse black stripes, divided by two others of white ; the
scapulars also are black, margined with white : the back
an& ramp are dusky brown, glossed with green blue : the
wing spot, or speculum, is blue green, bordered below
with white ; some of the secondary quills are singularly
formed, — the quter web being very broad dnd curved
upwards, so as to stand upright when the wing is closed ;
the broader web is pale chestnut, tipt with black ; but
the othet web is narrow, and of the same dusky black
as the other quills = the tail is pointed, of a dull brown,
edged with blue green : the sides of the body are light
fulyous, crossed transversely with delicate lines of black:
lower part of the breast, and belly, white.

The female, according to Latham, is not unlike that
of the summer duck ; but has two bars of white upon
the wing : the breast seems more clouded with brown 5
. and the spots arenot of a triangular shape, but rounded :
at first sight, however, there appears very little differ-
eaee between the females of the two species. t

=1
.

Tae Asmericis Wincrox,
Mareca, Amerigana, Rich. (Fig. 85.)

Plumage whved witn rufous and black; front ang
crown cream- coloured white: behind the eyes a black
green stripee: wing covers white in the middle,

Marcen Ameritana, Rich, Nerthern Zoology, ii. 446, Apge
Americana, Gmelin, Syst. Nal. i. 526G, Lathani, Indes O,
ii. 361,  Caoard Jessen, Buffl PL. Eul, 955. American
Wigeon, Wilsan's Amer. Orn, vitly pl. 69. f. 4.

This is one of the most beautiful of the North

American ducks, and well deserves: every effort being

made to render-it as familiar an-inhabitant of oyur

* ‘Thix is annthor 2nalogy to the rasorial ordey,
1+ Gen. Hist. x, 363

\
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AMERICAN WIRGEON.
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v

waters as the English species. Although long in-
corporated in. our Systems; its manners, whichi%are very
peculiar, were first made. known by Wilson. He says
that it is of a sprightly, froligsome disposition, and,
with proper attention, might easily be domesticated.
It seems to be very common in winter, along the whole
coast of the United States, from Florida to Rhode
Island ; bue it is particularly abundgnt among the rice
plantations of Carolina. From some of these localities,
we trust, the transatlantic friends of the Ornithological
Society will soon transmit a few brace.

This widgeon is the constant companion &f the weil-
known canvas-bacid duck of the American rivers, _b)’
the aid of whose labour he procures his most favourite
food. The widgeon is extremely fond of thcwleuder
r00ts of a particular aquatic plant a‘vhich the canvas-
back chiefly feeds, and for which that dick is in the
coustant habiy of diving. The widgeon, who cannot
dive, watches the moment of the canvik-back’s rising ;.
and before he has, after bis plunge, well opened his
vyes, suddefily snatches the prize from his mouth, and
mikes off.  On this account, the two species live in a
state of perpetual coptention. The widgeon scarcely
feeds during the day ; but in the evening it comes out
from its hiding-place, and is then easily discoverad by
1s peculiar note, yesembling a soft whistle, or the words
whew, whew, Althongh so abundant, they are not
known to breed in any part of the United States: to
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perform this office, however, they depart northward in
April, and, according ta Mr. Hutchins, appear upon
the coasts of Hudson's Bay in May, chiefly in pairs :
the female lays from six to cight eggs ; and after rearing
their young, the whole #epart in flocks to the southward
inthe autumn. Tis most southemn limits appear to be
the fakes of Mexico, from whence we have received spe-
cimens answering to those of the United States.

The following is the description of the male bird in
full plumage : — A white or eream-coloured band ex.-
tends from the forehead to the nape, boanded behind
the eye by a broad dark-green patch, which ends in the
nuchal eést: the upper parts and sides of the breast are
deep vinnceous red, glossed with grey : bage of the neck
above, interscapulars, scapulars, and flanks minutely
undulated with brownish red and black : hind part of
the back undulated in a similar manner with clove
brown and white ; the latter. colour prevailing on
the tail covers: lesser wing covers, primaries, and tail
dark brown; intermediate and greater covers, sides
of the rump, breast, and belly pure white: the wing

vot, or speculum; is velvet-hlack below, and duck
orivich geen above, bounded on one side with
black, and on the other with white o the outer wehs of
the tertials, and also the latoral %nd under tuil covers,
are greenish black : the former bordered with white :
bill bluish grey, bocderell and tipped with black. The
female has thie upper plumage dark liver brown, edged
and remotely crossed with pale brown and white - the
intermediate witg covers are merely edged with white ;
and the head i destitate of the green band seen in the
male, The tail of the male is acutely pointéd ; but thas
of the female it shorter. and not <o tapering. . The total
length of the male is almost two feet ; but that of the
female is nearly ten inches shorter : the bill i partici-
larly short, being not so long as the head ; and the
lamina on the side. are similar to thave of the English
mallard, or wild duck.

'

4
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¥
Tue Martann, or Coyaox Dook.
Boschas domestica, Sie.

Boschas major, Ray, Willughty, Synop. 150. A. i Auis
domestica, . Lina., Auct, Anas boschas, Bonagperte, Sy,
324, The Mallard, Pennant, dret, Zool, il 536 Wilson,
viii. pl. 60, £ 5. Canard sauvage, (Anas boschias) B,
Masuel, ii. 835, Stwek Duck, Huabon's Hay Residents.
The common mallard, or wild duck, the rasorial 3

of the genus dnas, and that from syhich all the va-

rieties of our domestic races have sprung, is so well
known, thatit would mot have been introdyced in this
volume but for the object of giving greater™urrency
to the  thods employed in America, where it is equally
common, for securing it; and ths more especially, as the
same plan might be parsued with equdl advantage in
the capture of other species under like circumstances.

For this information we are indebted to Wilson, who,

~fter giving a full account of the colours of the bird,

proving it to be identical with that of Europe, thus

proceeds : — i
 The common wild duck is found in every freshwater

Juke and river of the United States in wintez ; bue «8l-

dom frequents the rsa-shore or salt marshes, In summer,

they retire to the north ; although instances have been
known of some solitary pairs breeding in the United

States in autumn. The nest is usally placed in the

most solitary recesses: of the maith or bog, amidst the

grass or reeds ; and generally contains from twelve to
sixteen eggs, of a dull greenish white. 1" he young are
led and protected in the same manner as by the time
duck ; but with a superior caution, a cunning, and
watchful vigilance peculiar to her situation. The mal.
lard is numerous in the rice plantations of the southern

States during winter; ‘and as many of the t{olds are

then inundated, and the ‘cnm-red grains of rice from

the late barvest float upon the surface, the ducks swim

about and feed at pleasure.” g f
The American whethod of decoying wild ducks is not
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perform this office, however, they depart northward in
April, and, according ta Mr. Hutchins, appear upon
the coasts of Hudson's Bay in May, chiefly in pairs:
the female lays from six to eight eges ; and after rearing
their young, the whole depart in flocks to the southward
in the anturan. Its most southem limits appear to be
the inkes of Mexico, from whence we have received spe-
cimens answering to those of the United States.

The following is the description of the male bird in
full plamage : — A white or cream-coloured band ex-
tends from the forchead to the nape, bounded hehind
the eye by a broad dark-green patch, which ends in' the
nuchal esfst: the upper parts and sides of the breast are
deep vinaceous red, glossed with grey : base of the neck
above, interscapulars, scapulars, and flanks minutely
undulated with brownish red and black : hind part of
the back undulated in a similar manner with clove
brown and white ; the latter. colour prevailing on
the tail covers: lesser wing covers, primaries, and tail
dark brown; intermediate and greater covers, sides
of the rump, breast, and belly pure white: the wing

vot, or speenlum, is velvetchlack below, and duck
or.wich gieen above, bounded on one side with
black, and on the other with white™ the outer webs of
the tertials, and also the latoral and under tail covers,
are greenish black; the former bordered with white -
bill bluish grey, boderell and tipped with black, The
female has the upper ‘plumage dark liver brown, edged
and remotely crossed with pale brown and white : the
intermediate witg covers are merely edged with white ;
and the head ie destitute of the green band seen in the
male. The tail of the male s acutely pointéd ; but thys
of the female is shorter, and not so tapering.  The tofal
length of the male is almost two feet ; but that, of the
female is nearly ten inches shorter : the bill is particy.-
larly short, being not so long as the head ; and the
lamina on the side. are similar to thqte of the English
mnlhu:d, wr wild duck.

4
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" '
Fur MavLuann, or (_;mmnx Duok.
R

Boschas domestica, Sw,

Bosohas major, Raw, Willughby, Synop. 150. A. i Anas
dowestica, Linn., Auet, Anas chas, Bonapurte, Syn.
424, The Mallard, Peanant, Aret. Zool. ii. 536  Wilson,
Vi pl. 60. £.'7.  Canard sauvage, ( Anas boschas) Zonp.
Manuel, i3, 835, Stock Duck, Huadon's Hay Residents,

The common mallard, or wild duck, the rasorial type
of the genus Anas, and that from which all the va-
rieties of our domestic. races have sprung, is so well
known, that it would not have been introdqlccd in this
volume, but for the ahject of giving greater®currency
to the methods employed in America, where it is equally
common, for securing it; and ths, more especially, as the
same plan might be pursued with equil advantage in
the capture of other species under like circumstances.
For this information we are indebted to Wilson, who,
after giving a full account of the colours: of the bird,
proving it to be identical with that of Europe, thus
proceeds : — . :

** The common wild duck is found in every freshwate-
lake and river of the United States in wintes ; bue &l-
dom frequents the 7sa-shore or salt marshes. In summer,
they retire (o the north ; although instances have been
known of some solitary pairs breeding in the United
States in autumn, The nest is ugzally placed in the
Most solitary recesses of the maish or bog, amidst the
BYasS. or reeds; and generally contains from twelve to
SXteen eggs, of a dull greenish white. #I'he young are
led and protected in the ssme manner 48 by the tame
duck ; but with superior caution, a cunning, and
watchful vigilance peculiar to her situation.  The mal-
lard is numerous iy the rice plantations of the southern
Slﬂm dul‘ing “-i"w'.; '.nd a8 many of the fields are
then inundated, and the geattered grains of rice from

+ the late harvest float upon the surface, the ducks swim

about and feed at pleasure.”
The American method of decoying wild ducks is not
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generally known, and is as follows: — “ In such picees
of water as are frequerted by these birds, five or six
wooden figures, cut and ‘painted so as to resemble real
ducks, and sunk, by pieces of lead nailed on their
bottoms, so a¢ to floatat the usual depth on the surface,
are anchored in a favourable pasition for the gunner,
whu lies in concealment on shore: the appearance of
these usually attraete passing flocks, which alight, and
are shot down. Sometimes eight or ten of these painted
wooden ducks are fixed ona frame, in various swimming
positions, and secured to the bow of the gunner's skiff,
projecting before it in such & manner that the weight
of the froade sinks the figures to their proper depth ; the
skiff is then dressed with sedge or coarse grass, in an
artful manner, as low as theWater’s edge; and under
cover of thig,  which dppears like a party of ducks
swimming by a small island, the gunner may float down
to the very skirts of a large flock, and pour in a de-
structive and repeated fire among them. In winter,
when detached piéces of ice are occasionally Hoating in
the rivers, some of the gunners on the Delaware paint
x their whole skiffor canoe white ; and laying themselves
fley at the hottom, with their hand over the side, silently
managing & small paddle, direet it impmeplibly among
or close to a whole flock, beforesthe birds have distin-
cuished it from a floating ‘mass of ice; and by this
artifice the guuneyg generally make great havoe among
them : indeed; a whow flock, in this manner, have been
suddenly surprised when asleep, with their heads under
their wings. On land, another strafagem is sometimes
" practited with great success: a large tight hogshead is
sunk in the flat marsh, or mud, near the place were
ducks are aceustomed to feed at low water, and where
otherwise there is no shelter; the edges and tops are
artfully concealed with tufts of: long coarse prass and
reeds or sedges ; from within this, the gunner, unseen
and unsuspected, watches his%ollecting prey, and, when

a ﬂ’f“mci"ﬂ‘ number offer® sweeps thém down with great
eflect,” °



&

MALLARTY 239

The Roan Duck of Abbot, sightly noticed by that
well known collector to Dr. Latham, and placed by
him as one of the varieties of 'the mallard, may pro-
bably be a distinct species ; and deserves to be imported
into this country, from Savannzh in Georgia, where,
according to Abbot, they are in great plenty about the
beginning of November: they seem to differ from oars,
not only in size, being full twenty-$ix inches long, but
by having the head ash-coloured, mixed with dusky
spots: the wing spot, or speculum, is like that of the
millard, but is not bounded by white; 'neither are there
any curled feathers in the tail. The common length of
ilhchf ull grown wild duck of this country is twinty-four
nches,

The imposing accounts” of the celebrated decoys in
Lincolnshire, given by Pennant ahd Bewick, and other

<" writers, and the enormous multitudes of birds which

were then taken, will soon become by-gone histories:
even Montagu, who wrote so far hack as 1513, observes,
that the common duck, as well as dther wild fowl,:
becomes searcer every year in a country like this, where
agriculture makes such rapid progress; “few, compara-
‘tively, remain to breed with us, since the more extensiye
fens have been drajped and converted into pasture.
The great fenny tracts in Lincolnshire do not produce
@ dozen broods of wild fowl at present; where, half a
¢entury back, as many thousands werg hatched. 1In a
tour through that country, obseryas colond Montagu,
during the incubating season, we observed that the
mallards congregated while the ducks wese sitting; it
is therefore probable, that, like the domestic ones, they
4re mostly polygamous.



(Fig. 56.)

Anas discors, Linn, Gmeling 10535, Wilson, viiic pl. 68, f 4.
North  Zool. it Sameelle Sonerourou, PL Eol 866, male, ,‘
403, female. White-faced Dyek, Arefic Zool. ii. 503, ;
Lith, Gen, Syn. vi. 502, male.  Blue-winged Teal, Zath.

® Gen. Syn, vi. 503, @

The blue-winged. duck is one of the smallest and
most elegant of “the American freshwater ducks ; and
\ although we have o cvidence of its having been in

ted, yet there is nothing in its history

£ that it would not thrive very well, *

n our inclosedgwiters. Although o
long known to naturalists, yho had classed the sexes ag
distinct species, we must have recourse to l.hc celebrated
ornithologist of sagerica, the immortal Wilson, for all
that is intefesting 1eits natural history. |

The blue-winged duck is the first of its tribe that
returns to™tMg United States in the autumn, from jig

'-'hme.ding.plncg in the north. They are usually seen iy
September, along the shores of the Delaware, sitting
on the mud close to the edge of the water, o cromh:d P~
together, that the gunners often kill great numbers ;¢
single shor. When a flock i discovered thus sitting
and sunning themselves, the experienced sportsman rung
his canoe ashore_at some distance helow or above them,
and gesting out,.pushcs it before Mim over the slippo.-y .
mud, concealing himeelf all the Yme behind : by this

any way domestica
tg inducesthe belic
if not propagate, 0

.
. .
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method, he can sometimes approac! within twenty yards
of the flock, among which he gg;-ncrully makes great
slaughter. They fly rapidly ; and when they alight,
they drop down suddenly among the reeds, or on the
mud, like the snipe or woodcock. » They feed chiefly
upon seeds ; and are vezy fond of those of the reeds,
and of wild oats, Catesby observes, that they confes.
into Carolina in August, and feed on'the rice, remaining
there till October ; and when the rice fails, they attack
the wild oats.  This writer also adds, that they chiefly
frequent the ponds and fresh waters.  Their flesh is ex-
cellent: and after their living, for a short u'mc‘_umong
the reeds or rice plantations, they become very fats As
the first frosts come on, they proceed to the south ; for
their constitution seems delicate, and very susceptible of
cold. 1t appears, however*, that"Dr. Richardson met
with them on the banksof the Saskatchewan,in the month
of June, where they were very plentiful ; but they were
not observed by the officers of the expedition further
nonh.ﬂmn the 58th parallel. They abound, as Wilson
Says, in the inundated rice fields, in the Southern States,
where vast numbers are taken in traps placed on small
dry eminences that here and there rise above the water:,

ese places are strewed with rice ; and by the common
contrivance called a figuye foyur, they are caught alive
n hollow traps. In the month of April, they pass
through Pennsylvannia for the north :: dut make little
Ty at that season. Ou the Hudsoneitiver, opposite the
Katskill Mountains, they are very numerous..
localities ¢ appears quite a river bird, £ir 1t rarely
Visits the sea shore, Wi have received sperimens from
e L2kes of Mexieo, which seem to be the only authen-
teated limits of its southern range-

The male has the upper plum‘ﬁ;t on the head, and
under tajl covers, brownish black, with a very conspi-
cuous broad white crescent-shaped spot from the fore-
head to the ehin, bordered all round with black : sides of

* Nanth, Zool. i, 435 ih
4 13
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the throat, and adjoiling half of the neck, bright lavender
purple: the base of \'\he neck above, the back, the ter-
tials, and the tail covers brownish and blackish green:

the fore parts, including the shorter scapulars, margined |

and marked with seni-ovate pale brown bars ; the larger N

scapulars are longitudinally and very elegantly striped
_with blackish green, light sky-blue, and pale brown:

the whole of the shoulder and lesser wing covers are of
a pure light or sky-blue; but the greater covers are
white, with their bases brown: the wing spot is of a
rich dark green: the primarics, their covers, and the
1ail are liver-brown : sides of the rump, the longest
of the tinder wing covers, and the axillary feathers are
pure white: the under plumage pale reddish brown,
glossed with chestnut on tfie breast, and thickly marked
throughout with rotfd blackish spots, which are changed,
to bars on the breast and tips of the long flank feathers: ¥
the bill is Bluish black; and the feet are yellow.

The female is so unlike the male, that, before Wilson
ascertained its*identity, it was always thought a distinct
species. It wants the white patch on the sides of the
rump, the créscent before the eyes, and the rich purple
tint ongthe head and neck : the upper plumage is browit,

[ 4

.-

and the pale bars are less distingg; the under plumage o

is white and brown, with irregular blotches of a darker
colour, instead of neat round spots: the wings a& in
the male. T oung birds want the green speculum
on the wings ; in other respeets are like the female.
The total length of the full grown male is about eighteen
inches. =N .
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Tre Gancasy Tiuck.
Boschas circin, Sw.  (Fig. 87.)

% Grey, varied with black; with a white stripe beyond the
’ eye: wings with a green speculum.
Anas eircin, Linn., duct., Selby, plate 5_2. male and femaless
Anas Querquedula, Temm Man. ik . Querquedula
circia, Leach, Cat. Brit. Mus. Selby,ii. 318. La Carcelle
d'été, Pl Enl 946. Temm, Man, ii. 844. Gargany Teal,
Summer Teal, of British Authors. -

)

The vernacular name of Teal seems a common de-
signation for all ducks of a very small size ; wad hass
been extended not oply to those comprised in the re-
stricted genus Anas, but to many others, such as the.
Dendronessa galericulata, or mandarine duck, without
any regard to the true characters of the dirds. In our
former paper on this family, we enfleavoureil to show
that there were not sufficient marks of difference between
the domestic duck and the ordinary teal, v suthorise
their separation, even as subgenera ; and we have not,
therwfore, adopted that of Querquedula, since the cha-
racters that have been assigned to it appear to me by
no means sufficient to warrant its separation. :

The gargany is the mdst beautiful, in the delicacy
and variety of its colours, of all the species found in
Europe ; and being net only a river ducl, but 9“4:"thnt
shows the greatest aptitude for domestication, 1t i pe.
culiarly adapted to eniiven 2xmd ornament our aquatic

R
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preserves.  The following notice of its manners, given
by Fresch, in his astount of the birds of the Nether-
lands, is so appropriate to our present purpose, that we
shall at once transcribe it.

“ Spon after twa of them coming into my possession, -
1 presented different seeds to them, which they did not
¢at ; but secarcely had I set before them a basin filled
with millet, than they eagerly ran to it. At every
mouthful which they took, each went to the water ; and
they carried so much of it in a short time, as completely
to soak the millet : yet still the grain was not sufficiently
moistened to their mind, and 1 saw them busied in
carrying millet and water to the ground of their pen,
which was of clay; and when the bottom was sufficiently
coftened and tempered, they began to dabble and make
u pretty deep cavity, in which they ate their millet
mixed with earth. I put them in a room : and in the
same way they carried the millet and water, though to
very little purnose, to the deal floor. I led them to the
grass, and they seemed to do nothing but dig for seeds,
without eating the blades, or even earthworms ; but they
pursued flies, and snapped at them like ducks.® When
I deliyed to give them their accustomed food, they
called for it with a feeble hoarmge cry, like quoak, re-
peated every minute.  In the evening they lay in the
corner ; and even during the day, when any person
went near thes o they hid themselves in the narrowest
holes. T hey lived there till the approach of winter ; but
when the severe cold set in, they both died suddenly.”4

This lavor catastrophe might, of course, have been
easily prevented, had the birds been removed into a warm

* A heautiful illusteation of the an; which all broad-billed biras have
10 the fty hers, anil comeq ¥ to the Figsirostres.

4 1 cannot refeain, in this place, from calling the attentlon, not only of
the naturafist, bt of the Mot ineXparenced amateur, to this simple yep
mteresting specimen of ornithological Wogeaphy, [t b roplote with fic s
which indicate the true nature of the bird; and of the circlmatanons Ly
which jts affinities, in a JTEAt mECasuUrE, &ro 10 be deekled.  What & fupd
of valunble information would a collection of such ancedotes contain, i
every e who koj ¢ Jvimg bitds in their yiokesdon, would note their man-
NeTs 13 the same way, and in the sune siinpdicity of style; and how much
might thus be done, more 08 wecially by persons abroad, 10 10f0rm us of the

abita of txatic pocics, of which w0 18 yei kuow absolutely nothing?
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dwelling, within a temperature abo' e the ficezing point.
The gargany seems to be abundag: in Halland; and it
might, therefore, be imported in sufficient numbers to
guard againet such casualties.

This species is no less delicate indts ghape than in its
l.'DH‘S'LiIHlE{!I:I; for it is quite unknown in the northern
regions, while on the warm shores of the Mediterraness,
it is by no means uncommon: we frequently met with
it on the Fara lakes, or rather marshes, near Messina ;
ani also on those of Leontini and Syracuse. In Britain,
it iz w0 e as to be considered only an occazional
visiter; and, even then, seems only to be found in Norfolk
and the warmar counties; for we are unacquainted yrith
any authenticated instance of its having been found in
the North of England, far less in the Orkney Islands, as
BOME writers have intimated. In i food and manners
'L 5eems 1o resemble the common teal; feeding, as it is
alleged, upon larva, slugs, and insects ®, as well as upon
the seeds of different aguatic plants, which it sifts in the
usual manner, Ty brecds only in temperate climates;
building its nest gmong thick plants and shrubs, in low
and damp meadows or marshes : the egps-are about ten
o3 dozen, and of a yellowish green colour. f

The gargany is statpd to be widely spread over the
northern parts” of Asia, as far as the frigid regions of
I"“‘:"ﬂlﬂthu!kﬂ.: bt this we do not beligve ; for, certainly,
if it cogl endure such a climate, it Wﬂ‘ﬂd have Leen
found alsy in the North of England, knd eyes in Scot-
hnd- -“'FE fre :m]ﬂ.rmed, in it bﬁillg an ‘-'?:l“'mm
“Pecies, by the localitics mentioned by Tempiack, who i
evidently considers is as spreading only to the central pri-
voees of Eurgpe : nor is it known in North America.
We rather think l*hm: the commen teal, or some other
?PL'Eics, has been mistaken for this, by such personk as

ave given it a ng hitation.
The Plumage u{'ﬁﬁ:umm]:ﬁu is as follows :— Crown of
the head blackich ; which colour is decper on the chin

* Thib alloged facd, liowewer, peesia to be diproved by the faregalng
olsseryathons of Freseh, .
&3
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and throat : a white¥stripe passes through the eye, and
extends over the eard to the nape : the head and neck
are brownish rufous, sprinkled with small white spots ;
‘but the lower part of the neck and breast are variegated
with black bands : & white band extends down the mid-
dle of the scapulars, which are narrow, lengthened, and
~nointed. The wing covers are bluish ash or cinereous:
the speculum of the wings is of a rich green, with a
delicate cinercous gloss, and is bordered by two white
lines : the body beneath is yellowish white, with the
flanks marked by zigzag black transverse lines: the bill
is blackish ; and the legs are dull lead-colour.
Iz the female, the white bands on the head are varied
with black spots : throat white : upper plumage blackish
brown ; the featliers with their margins paler: the spe-

culum on the wings is not so bright ; and the lower,

parts of the breast and belly are white: the flanks and
abdomen are spotted with brown. The young male
birds, so soon as they begin to throw off the dress of the
female, at the beginning of winter,-are stated to have
the white throat; white intermixed with some dark
feathers ; the white eye-band, spotted with brown ; and
other irdications of the male sex. :

It is really surprising, that such an acute observer as
Montagu should have placed “this bird as a variety of
the common teal ; an error which renders all he has said
of the manners of the two speeies, as thrown into one,
perfectly iseless. "=

‘s, Tae Beavtreer Duok.

e Boschas formosa, Sw.  (Fig. 88.)

Sides of the head pale buff: ch}n, and band from tlence
to the eye, veb-cg-b_lack : sides of the neck with a
green stripe, ending in blagk, and bordered by white -
crown black, margined by a white line.

Anas formosa, Baikal Teal, Lath. Synop. vi. 557.
Waintroduce the description of this most elegant bird,
0 stimulate the efforts of our collectors to effect its intro-
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duction into this country. = We were favoured with an
inspection of very perfect skins of the male and feriale,
some. years ago, by J. E. Gray, Esq.; and we executed
figures of them for one of that gentleman’s unpublished
works ; but these still remain unavatiable to science ; and
as there are several inaccuracies in the only description
of this bird that has yet been given to the world, we
shall here insert our own. Mr. Gray's specimens, if we
remember right, came from China. But as Dr. Latham
84y it is found in Russia, about the Lake Baikal, there
can be but little doubt of its living in tlis country, if
Properly protected against the severe cold of our winters.

othing whatever is known of its manners, 3

The size of this lovely bird is equal to that of the

common teal ; amd the structure, with some few excep-
Hons, is similar: the bill is equally bigh at the base,

Ut considerably narrower: the tail' is mush longer,
And exceeds the under tail covers by a full inch ; where-
1 Boschas creced, or the common  teal, e SHR.
¢ 85 long ag the tail : the first quill feather is rathict'-
shorter than the second, which is the longest ; and the
outer]web is suddenly narrowed'near the end : tbedIOng
“capulars reposing on the tertials, are narrow, and re-
semble, bo:? inngfoﬁn arxl colour, those of the pintail
duck, — uy affinity further manifested by the length of
the tail : the hind liead is suberested, like that of the
common teal ; and the Jamine of the vill are searcely
scen beyond the margine of theupper mandible,

n 4
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We shall now mal 2 an effort, assisted by the annexed
figure, to give an adSquate idea of the extreme beauty
of the plumage. The 'crown of the head is occupied by
a patch of deep brown, which begins at the front, and
terminates in a point at the hind head : the ground
colour of the sides of the head, chin, and part of the
throat, is of a delicate nankeen yellow, having 4 narrow
‘transverse band of velvet-black from the eye to the
middle of the chin, which is also black : a large crescent-
shaped spot of bright green then begins behind the eye,
and makes a citrve half way down the throat, where it
changes into velvet-black, and ends in 2 point ; this is
separated from the brown pateh on the erown by another
band of pure white on each side of the head, which
almost meet on the hind hetd, and then becomes sud-
denly broader, but s.ill forming a margin to the green :
all the rest of the throat and breast is vinaceous red,
varied with small round black spots, one at the tip of
cach feather: this red is blended, on the sides of the
neck and breast; into an undefined band of light grey
(undulated with delicate blackish lines), which also ex-
tends to the sfhoulder covers : the sides and flanks of the
body are also of the same colour, and similarly marked :
the middle of the neck above, the whole of the back,
rump, and upper tail covers, cre rather light, or hair
brown : lesser scapulars antl lesser wing covers the same ;
hut the tips of the latter are ferrnginons, and form the
anterior si-le of the mirror, or wing-spot : this mirror oe-
cupies the whole of the greater wing covers, and is black,
glossed at e base with a beautifui green, and margined
«wards the quills with white: the long scapulars are
narrow and pointed, black in the middle, ferruginons on
the outside, and white on the middle margin: the terminal
under tail covers are velvet-black, with a white band on
each side the base of the tail ; ‘the lesser tail covers being
pale yellowish white: the quills and tail are nearly the
colour of the back ; but some of the secondaries, just
above the mirror, have white and black stripes: bill and
feet dark lead-colour. Ky
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The dimensions of the male ab ve alluded to, were as
follows : — Size and length of tie common teal. Bill
1% 3 wings, 2 ; tail beyond, P, the saume from the
base 83 ; tarsus 1.2 ; middle toe ).

Tue Javaxese Dok,
Boschas Javanica, Swe. £Fig. 40.)
Plumage of the body undulated with black transverse
concentric lines: head and nucha]' crest chestnut,

glossed with coppery green: chin and neck pure
white ; the latter with a glossy green collar,

Je

Anas Javanensis, Lath. Gen. Hist,

» \

I P
N \‘.’.< 8

‘s

This is evid;-ndy a river duck; and, from m sin-
gular beauty, should be a species of _pritaary import=
ance to the preserves of the Orpithalogisal Society,
whose objects are more especially devoted to the aguatic

ibes. A preserved skin was sent from £hing, along
with that of the beautiful duck just described ; and .
trust that, through the exertions of some of our active
countrymen resident in its native country, living ex-
amples will soon be imparted. :

Whether this is the Javanese Teal of the Zoological
Society’s Catalogue, I know not, for the name of  Anas
JSormosa, Pallas, ” iy attached to that specimen ; - this
latter name heing our Beautiful Teal, or Latham's
Baikal Teal. The following deseription, taken from a
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specimen sent to Manny, and figured at the same
time as the preceding, will at once show how very
different it is from the Anas formosa of Pallas.

In regard to form and structure, the bill, in breadth,
contour, and elevation, is much more like that of the
mallard than of the common teal, although much less in
proportionate size: it is consequently more depressed
than that of B. erecta or formosa, and the upper laming
project rather more than in those birds: the nape is
very conspicuonsly crested ; the longest feathers mea-
suring fully two inches: the tail is short, not longer
than the under covers; and the two outer feathers are
alone graduated : the wings are rather long; the first
and second quills nearly equal ; and the second is ex-
ternally sinuated near the end of the outer shafts.

The affinities of this species appear to us to be closer
to those of the common wild duck (B. domestica), than
to any other of the group : this is indicated by the form
of the bill, the white collar round the neck, and by the
long wings and short tails, almost hid by the under
covers, The subgenus Boschas represents, in its own
circle, the eiders ; and this may account for the dependent
long scapular covers, so conspicuous in this elegant
bird. o
The colouring of the male,— the only sex we have yet
seen, — is very peculiar. The sides and upper part of the
head, aswell as thy nape, areof a full dark chestnut, richly
glossed witk copperyogreen ; but the chin, and all round
the neck for about a quarter of its length, is pure white,
encireled with a narrow glossy greén .collnr: the whole
* %7 the plumage beyond this (excepting the wings and
ail), both above and below, is cinereous white ; each
feather being marked with concentric lines of black,
which give to the feathers a scale-like appearance; these
are broadest and darkest on the neck and breast, and
lightest and narrowest on the tertials and belly: the
wings are cincreous grey; the mirror deep velvet-black,
bordered towards the tail by a line.of white, and above
by some of the secondariés being rich glossy green : the
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wing covers have no concentric !.nes: the long scapulars,
or rather the tertials, are muc developed, and hang
down on each side over the primary quills ; their bases
are white ; beyond which they become black, but edged,
and divided in the middle, by wilite lines: the rump-is
dusky, changing to deep black on the upper and under
tail covers: at the base of the tail, on each side, “=a
large triangular cream-coloured spot, bordered by velvet-
black : the bill and feet are dull lead-colour.

Size, larger than the Beautiful Duck. Total length
16 inches ; bill .L'Tﬁ;' the breadth —\}(3, wings 9, and
reaching to the end of the tail ; tail, from the base o3
l«ﬁl"sus, l-"-'“. .

-

Tue Commox GADWALL.
Chauliodus strepera, Sie.

Abo‘_’c. brown, with pale undulations ; beneath, varied
“'l;ll grey and white: speculum white, edged with
rufous,

Avas strepera, Linn, Avct., Wilion, Am. Orn. pl. 71 £ 1.
Canard chipeau, Buffon, Pl Enl, 058. Temm. Mo, ii. 857.
Chauliodus strepern, S, Jour. Roy. Inst. ii. 19, Selby, 1.
301, - Gudwell, 0x0Gryy, of British Authors.

Although the gadwall cannot be ranked among the
most ornamental of our ducks, it is nevertheless an
agreeable acquisition to our presexves, as adding to the
variety and contrast of colour €0 desirable in collections,
Although & rare visiter with us, it may casily be pro-
cured from Holland, through the London dealers } ‘ior
M-Temminck states that it is abundant in the Low Coun-
tries, where it breeds in the great marshes and swampy
meadows. ln this country it seems butan occasional
visiter, sometimes met with in the low and swampy
districts of Norfolk, where, as Mr. Selby conjectures, it
has probably been driven by adverse winds out of its
usual line of flights It is, indeed, sbmewhat singular
that it should be so searce in Britain, seeing that it is by
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no means uncommonlin the northern and midland
countries of Europe. \q! is recorded by Wilson, how-
¢yer, as a ““ very rare” visiter in the northern parts of
the United States, although generally dispersed in other
parts of the Union. ¥rom Dr. Richardson's* account,
indeed, it braves the rigours of the arctic regions,
bresling in the woody districts of the Barren Grounds,
up to their most northern limits, in latitude 68°; and
his specimens were shot on the Saskatchewan, towards
the middle of May.

The haunts olg the gadwall, in America, are on the
lakes, rivers, and marshes of the interior, particu-
larly such® as abound with reeds and rank aquatic
grasses, in which they so much delight, as seldom to
visit the sea coast: their food, of course, is procured in
such situations, and consists of aquatic inscets, plants,
and seeds. Dead birds are not unfrequently exposed
for sale in the poulterers’ shops of London, in May and
June ; and we have likewise seen them in those at
Liverpool. It feeds during the night, and passes the
day concealed among the reeds and rushes. In com-
parison with thé mallard and other kindred forms, its
poers ofeflight are very superior ; and, uulil’t_z most of
the river ducks, it dives with the, same facility and
frequency as many of the loped dr marine ducks.

In the male, the head and neck are grey, spotted
with brown : theeugder part of the neck, the back, and
breast are tharked with black lunules: the scapulars
and sides are barred with zigaag lines of white and
blackish : th¥* lesser wing covers are chestnut red ; the
gredfer covers, rump, and under tail covers being deep
black : the speculum, or wing spot, 18 altogether peculiar,
being of the purest white, bordered below with black,
50 as to form three broad bands on the wing, of chest.
nut, black, and white: belly (I‘ul! white : ramp and tail
vovers glossed with green: bill brownish black: legs
orange red, g

. * « North. Zook. il 435,
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Tue Eiper Duox.
Somateria mollissimn, Ledch.

Somateria mollissima, Leach, in Caf. Mus. Brit. Scelby, Brit.
Orn. i 388,  Nurtharn Zool. ii. 448.  Anas mollissima,
Linneg Anct., Wilson, viii. pl. 92, £ 2. and 3, Mowga
Orn. Dict. vol i. and Suppl. ®ie i duvet, ou Eider,
Buffon, Pl Enl. 929, 9209, male and femnle.  Canard
Eider, Tanm. Man. Orn. il. 848, Bider or Cuthbert Duck,
Will, Pean., Lath, & Bider, Cuthbert Duck, Dunter
Goose, Provincial English Nawes.

The opinion of so accuraté and experienced an
observer as Mr. Selby, that he has no doubt this beau-
tiful species may be domesticated, is sufficiently sane-
tioned by the reasons he assigns s and this at once gives
it & place in our present enumeration of the tameable
Anatide,  Colonel Montagu, indeed, remarks, that he
““ has known the young taken from the Fern Islands, in
hopes of domesticating them ; but a'l attempts proved
ineffectual, probably for want of proper food!" but
Mr. Selby, on the other hand, distinetly says,— I have
« twice succeeded in rearing these birds from the egg,
and preserving them alive till upwards of twelve mont3s;
but, as I had no ajgiropriate place for them at the time,
they foll vietims to aceident alone, being trodden upon
by lorses or cattle.  Tndeed,” adds our author,  their
slugrish nature, or rather their inadtivity upon land,
renders their eseape from any su'«l_tleq danger a matter
of great difficulty. 1 know, also, other instances in
which they have been reared from the eg; to magurite e
Encouraged by such authority, we strongly recommend
tie attempt to the Ornithological Society. Through the
assistance of such of jts members as reside on the coast
of Northumberland, where these birds are known to
breed, a few of the egge might be procured at the
Proper season, transmitted to London, and hatched under
a domestic duck the young birds, thus inilint'ed by its

* 1L of Brit. Or 1851
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foster-mother, in all probability, might be taught to
feed in the same way; ynd with such noble preserves of
water as are at the Socie‘y's disposal in the royal parks,
these elegant creatures would have “ample room and
verge enough™ for thesfull exercise of their diving and
swimming powers. 3 )
Fhe eider duck, in its natural state, is rarely ever
seen on the southérn coasts of England, although
Montagu says it breeds in the north of Scotland and
the Fern Islands; where, however, according to Mr.
Selby's later obsfrvations, they have of late years very
much decreased, in consequence of having been wan-
tonly molésted during the breeding season. Coquet
Island, which forms one of this small group, seems to
be the most southern breeding station of these birds.
On entering the aretit regions both of Europe and
America, they seem gradually to increase in number,
Dr. Richardson found them to be only partially migra-
tory in the Hudson Bay regions; for the older birds
seldom moved fiirther southward in winter than to
permanent open water; but some of them go south,
and winter on the coast of New Jersey: he considers

them pecyliarly sea ducks, as he has never seen them -

in"fresh water: this is not, however, conclusive autho-
rity, or, at least, is not sufficientr to " deter us from the
attempt to introduce them upon our canals or ponds. In
America, their mgst southerly range appears to be the
rocky islands beyond Lortland, in the district of Maine;
where a few pairs have been known to breed. In
Greenland and Iceland they seem t§ be very common ;
aud they are ogtasionally seen so far south as the capes
of the Delaware. ’ 5

In Britain, the eiders which breed in the Fern Islands,
are scen assembling, about April, in small groups along
the shores of the main land, whence they cross over to
the islands in May; soon after which the females begin
{0 prepare their nests ; and they, usually commence
laying shout the'20th of this moath: upon this the
males leave the females, and again spread themselves
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along’ the shore in companies of four or five together.
The usual number of eggs is fiye, of a pale asparagus-
green colour, of an oblong fortn, and not much less
than those of a goose. Wilson deseribes the eggs as of
a pale dlive colour, and says they®are extremely smooth
and glossy; and Montagu calls the colour greenish
olive: it is important to notice these different accoutis,
in order to guard against any mistakes of the people in
procuring the right sort. The nest, as examined by’
Mr. Selby, is composed of dry grasses, mixed with a
quantity of the smaller Alger, or séa-weed ; and asincu-
bation proceeds, o lining of down, plucked by the bird
from her own body, is added. This addition is made
daily, and at last becomes 0 considerable & mass as to
envelope and entirely conceal the eggs; contributing,
perhaps, by its effect as a non-conductor of heat, to
the perfect developement of the fotus; and serving
also as a protection from gulls and other enemies. The
young, as soon as hatched, are conducted to the water,
iwwhich in some instances must be effected by the parent
conveying them in her bill; Mr. Selby baving often seen
the nest in such gituations as to preclude the possibility
‘of their arriving at it in any other way : and this hos
been confirmed by the testimony of an eye-witness.
Much has been written regarding the down of the
eider; the greatest part of which seems to be imported
from lccland and the northern countriect  Mr. Pennant
and Dr. Latham have been at muck pains i collecting
a_great many details from books, on this head, which it
is not mecessary to repeat in this place.?  Mr, Selby
remarks, that from the nests of two or three of these
birds he has frequently procured as much down as wonld
fill a middle-sized pillow; thongh this quantity, when
compressed, was not above two handfuls, and did not
weigh above an ounce. ** In Iceland, Greenland, &c.,
where the procuring of this substance 18 a support to
many people, the first eggs that are laid, together with
the down, is taken from them; but the next thay are
* Sec bLath. Gen. Hist. X, 254,
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allowed to hatch, though a part of the down is removed
from time to time; the female continving to supply it as
long as any remains upon the lower part of her body,

The flight of the eider is excessively swift and
strong ; for major Cartwright found if, by repeated
experiments, to be at the raté of ninety miles an hour. *
W'hen approached in a boat, they generally take wing

s while beyond gunshot; and when suddenly surprised,
they dive: if patiently and perseveringly pursued,
however, and compeltled to dive repeatedly, they become
fatigued, and the sportsman has then a chance of shoot-
ing them; but the flesh is very unpalatable.

The size of the eider is nearly double that of the
common duck. The upper part of the head is deep
velvet-black, divided laterally on the hind head by a
whitish band : the checks are white; but the sides of the
head are of a delicate pea-green, marked with a narrow
line of white passing gbm the ears; the feathers being
lengthened, but the ends even, 0 as to appear cut off':
upper partof the neck, seapulars, lesser wing covers, and
sides of the ramp pure white : lower part of the breast,
belly, and vent deep black: greater and lesser quills,
sogethet with the tail, brownish black : the tertials are
narrow, and so much curved as tp fall over the wing:
legs yellow. 1

The female is thus described by Montagu: — “ Bill
dusky: nail hern.colour: irides yellowish :  the whole
plumage of 2 dusky colour, mixed with ferfuginous:
head and neck pale brown, more or less dashed with
ferruginous and dusky streaks: back, scapulars, and
smaller covers of the wings dusky black ; each feather
margined  with ferruginous brown: quills dusky;
palest on the inner webs and points of the secondaries,
but without any white band or bar on the wing, as
usually deseribed : breast, and-all the under parts, mixed
with pale ferruginous, and dusky in small specks and
streaks : tail short, uniform, ands dusky brown : legs
and feet dusky black. 4

» Momtagy, O, Dick Supp,

4,
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The eider does mot acquire its mature plumage till
cither the third or fourth year. In the first year, as
Montagu affirms, the back is white ; and the usual part,
except the crown, black ; the rest of the body variegated
with black and white. In the seeond year, the crown
becomes black, and the neck and breast spotted with
black and white, 3

Captain  Parry eays that the Esquimaux Indians
catch these birds on the nest with springes made of
whalebone, and take the eggs wherever they can find
them.  Captain Scoresby says a variety (?) he found-
in Spitzbergen was very little larger than the common
domestic duck. .

Tue Kixe Emgn.
Somateria spectabilis, Leach.
Somateria spectabilis, Leach, Cat. Brit. Mus. Selby, Il Brit,
Orn. 1. 342. North. Zool. 1i. 447. Fonap. Synop.p. 932.
IAME Spmta:)ilis, Linn., Auct., Sabine, in Liun. Tr. xi. 55;3&
< Canard & téte grise, Temm. Man. ii. 851.  Grey-head
gl'd‘: Edwards, pl. 154.  King Duck, I’:mmnl, Latham,
%

* The manners of the king eider, the most »simply
beautiful of the wholesof this group, appear to be much
the same as those of tife common eider ; but whether
there is an equal chance of keeping it alive in these
temperate latitudes, admits of some donb¢, seeing that its
southern *range is much more limited : it has not been
met with, in fact, to the south of the Orkney and the
Neighbouring isles, "Dr. Latham states, that in Green-
d it is as common as the ordinary eider; and it ap-
Pears to be distributed in all the arctic regions of both
Europe and America,
. Otho Fabricius mentions, that the natives of Green-
«and hunt them both for their down and skins, in the
following manner: — On discovering a flock upon the
water, the natives assemble in their canoes, and begin
shouting and making ms great a noise as possibles this
sudden outery so frightens the birds, that, instead of
s

° %,
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flying away, they begin to dive: the moment they come
to the surface, they are again pursued; and after three
or four of these chases,the birds begin to be so tired that
they are easily taken and killed.

Mr. Hutchins saye that the king eider is plentiful
at Churchill River, Hudson’s Bay, in 50° N. latitude,
wliere it remains as long as the water is unfrozen ; but
that at York Fort i€ is scarce. It builds at the sides of
fresh waters ; the nest being made of sticks and moss,
and lined with feathers, like that of the common eider :
the eggs are yellowish white, and as large as those of a
goose : the young fly in July ; and the food is generaily
worms and grass.®* The same gentleman mentions, that
it is called by the Hudson’s Bay Indians Mis-se-sheep.

Pennant asserts that it is Sometimes found in Orkney ;
but the only instané, in modern times, of its having
been met with there, rests on the fact of Mr. Bullock
having found a single nest of it in Papa Westra Island,
built on a rock impending over the sea.

Captain Sabirfe observes they are very numerous on the
coast of Greenland, in company with the common eider ;
but they were*too shy to approach the ships, so that he
gnly precured a single specimen. .

It is not the brilliancy or the variety, but the rich
and harmonious combinations of its colours, which
makes the title of “ Kinj " so peculiarly applicable to
this noble bird, ~The size is nearly that of the other
species. At the base of the bill, in the male/is a high
protuberance, considerably compressed on the sides,

but flat at the top, where it iscovered with velvet.

“black feathefs, which pass on each side to the eye:
the crown of the head and nape are of a delicately heau-
tiful grey : at the base o'f the upper mandible the Tea-
thers are pea-green, passing backwards on each side of
the neck, and taking in half the eye ; beneath which, ang
u;: :\‘re cu&nmhm-arcﬂc lh:s ‘:::;mn: r::'t,h ;-qu l)r,dﬂiihmlnon says of his
tw':i::.o( |=e solt a:o?lrn:-\ 50 nbundant in ‘the f\nrdltc g:u {xr ltmr:tlg

ceds adao an * worms and grass,” there wouli be no difficulty in keeping it
slive in our inclosed if pur sumimer did not prove
\tation. ponis, i prove too hot for ts

F 2
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round to the chin, the feathers are of a dull white ; here
the two colours are blended, and the white is lost by de-
grees in ‘the green: under the &hin is a black mark,
diverging like the letter V inverted; the rest of the
neck and breast are whitish ; bue the middle of the
back, the belly, and the yent are deep black : the wings
are dusky ; a patch of white being on the middle of the
covers : quills black ; the secondafies curving down-
wards ; the shafts deep ferruginous, with a patch of white ;
on each side of the outer ones a patch of white : the
bill is rich red ; and the naked sides of fhe elevated lobe,
at its base, rich orange : tail black : legs and toes ochra-
ceous yellow. 2

The plumage of the female closely resembles that of
the common eider; but is readily distinguished from
that by the form of the frontal proless.

We have not yet heard of any instance of this king
of ducks being alive in any collection; and even stuffed
specimens are rarely to be met with among our com-
mercial naturalists. .

Tur Rep-uEADED Pocran,
Fuligula ferina, Leach. (Fig. 40.) ? °

Head and neck bright rufous: breast black: back and
upper plumage hlackish Cinereous, undulated with
transverse grey lines ; under parts }'hi“" with cine-
reous lines: rump and under tail covilks black.

Fuligula ferina, Leach, Cat. Mus. Brit. Selby, Ill. Brit. Orn.
ii. 347.  Anas ferina Linn., Auct., Welson, viii. pl. 70. fig.
6. Anas rufs, Gmelin, Latham, &c. Canard®Milouin, Bugf.
PL Enl. 503. male. Temm. Mas. ii. £68. Podhard, or Red-
hoaded Wigeon, of British Authors.

Although this well-known bird truly belongs to the
aatural divigion of the Fuliguline, or sea ducks, it is yet
one of those very few.which frequent fresh water in
preference to such as js salt ; and ig possesses, moreover,
a very decided aptitude for domesticatiofl : hence, from
being also & common, birdoin a state of nature, and

5 <
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therefore easily pro-
cured, it is one of
those which every
gentleman may pos-
sess with ‘advantage,
if his grounds con-
- tain a piece of water
sufficiently large to
admit of enjoyment
: to the bird, and where
its dexterity in diving may interest and amuse the spec-
tator. i

This duck, like the majority of its congeners, is only
a winter visiter in the British islands, which it flies to as
a shelter from the intense cdld of the northern regions.
It is then most abunéant in the fens of Lincolnshire and
Norfolk ; but of late years the numbers have very con-
siderably diminished ; and the majority of those now
sent to the London markets, where they are often called
dun-birds, are frocured by shooting. M. Selby says,
that in the northern parts of England, and in Scotland,
it is somewhdt rare. This he attributes either to the
deficiengy of some particular food, or from those districtss
Being out of his migratory line: we are more disposed,
however, to attribute it to the shnple fact, that these
northern parts of the empire are too cold for the pochard 5
in proof of whigh he passes them over, that he may, by
going more softherly, secure to himeelf a warmer at-
mosphere for the winter. Certain it is, that this bird
loves a mild and temperate climdte; for it extends its
southerly migtations in America as far as the lakes ad-
joining the city of Mexico, as specimens which have been
sent direct from thence sufficiently testify ; while Dr.
Richardson establishes its migrations northward, during

summer, to the utmost limits of the fur countries, where”

it breeds,
The pochard is a remarkably gaod diver, swims very
rapidly, and flief swiftly in a compact flock ; differing in
18 from the generality of ducks, which fly in a tri-

&
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angular form. It seems naturally to prefer freshwater
lakes, rivers, and marshes ; but aecasionally is found on
the sea shore, near the mouths of rivers. Mr. Selby ob-
serves, that it breeds among aquatic herbage ; laying
twelve or fourteen eggs, of a greenish white colour. It
becomes very tame whefi in confinement ; and we hgve
colonel Montagu’s authority for saying that no bird ap-
pears sooner reconciled to the menagerie. One that was
in his possession, and that had been winged, took to feed-
ing on corn immediately ; and, after thrge years' confine-
ment, was in high health, and very tame: it should,
nevertheless, have free access to water ; being ainable to
exert itself much on land, from the backward position
of its legs, and the great sige of its feet.

In former times, when these hirds were much more
abundant than they are now, vast quantities were taken
by nets. This mode of capture, as stated by Montagu,
we shall here insert, as it may probably be useful for
other foreign species, and may contribute to fill our pre-
serves with others more valuable.— Poles were erected
at the avenues to the decoy ; and after asgreat number
_of these birds had collected for some time on the pool
(to which wild fowl resort only by day, and go the
neighbouring fens te fepd by night), a net, at a given
time, was erected by pulleys to these poles, beneath
which a deep pit had previously been dug: and as these
birds, like the woodcocks, go to feed: Jpst as it is dark,
and are said always to Tise against the wind, a whole
flock may be taken together in this manner ; for, when
once they strike against the net, they never attempt to
return, but flutter down its sides till they are received

in® the pit, ‘whence they cannot rise; and thus, we
have been told, twenty dozen have been taken at one
catch.” We omitted to_mention, in its proper place,
that we have met with this species, in great abundance,
on the lakes of Leontini, in the island of Sicily, during
an autumnal ornithdlogical tour to these celebrated but
pcstilcntinl marshes in 1812. Wilson remarks “of the
‘American race, that, with the connoisseurs in good eating,
53
° %
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it ranks next in excellence to the canvas-back duck
about to be described,cand which it nfuch resembles in
plumage.

The colour of the male, on the head and neck, is
rich chestnut: the lower part of the throat, breast, and
upper part of the back are bla¢k, marked with fine un-
dulated lines of grey : the back and scapulars are marked,
in the same manner, with cinereous and dusky lines ;
smaller wing covers the same, but darker ; greater covers
and secondary .quills blue grey ; primaries cinereous
grey : rump and under tail covers black: under parts
of the bedy dusky white, faintly undulated with zigzag
dusky lines, which are blackish at the vent: tail feathers
fourteen, and coloured like the wings: bill and feet
bluish grey; the tip and base of the former being
black. 5

The female differs in having the head and neck fer-
ruginous brown ; the breast and belly dusky white,
clouded with brown ; and the under tail feathers dusky
and white : in other respects, as Montagu says, it is like
the male, but the markings are all less distinct.

Mr. Selby does not notice the female, but he describes,
- the following words, what he considers a variety,
killed upon the Northumberlapd oast, and now in his
collection. — * Head and- neck bright reddish orange,
passing into reddish white upon the crown : breast Very
pale broccoli bypwn *, with a silky lustre : all the rest of

* Two or three of our best ornithologists, from a laudablo desirg of i
ducing a distinct and pecul ek of colours, have adop?:i
certain terms likg this, which, to those wha are unscquainted with the
standard they refer to, are generally very perplexing, and often uningelii.

ble. With évery deference to the mnmn of my ftiends upon this subject

must confess my very strong objections to all such “terms as are 198 in
goneral use, unless are sufficiently and distinetly explained in 5
separate page of the work in which they are used. It is quite out of the
meulon 0 suppose that any one nomenclature of colours, differing from
t which |s in g | use, should eveg become universal ; or that people
Will purchase a separate treatise upon thatsubject, in order that they myy
Understand the terms used in another book. Even were all tho colours of
980 tint, or, to speak more correctly, of one depth, the attempt at affixing
Names to overy shade would be utterly hopeloss : hgm much more 5o then
!;':“ﬂwn every tintGs capable of assuming an infinity of others, for which,
'I e S"ndp“ i to be followed up, separale names should be assigned T
d this opinion upon experience; and upon r ted fattem, to
eseTibi the ooorour of birds in such a way a5 to convey the highest degree

*r
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the body greyish white, with very fine zigzag lines of
a darker shade Squills and tail plain greyish white : legs
and toes ash-grey, with the membranes darker.”

°
TraE Caxvas-pack Duck.
Fuligula Valisneria, Bonap. (Fig-41.) a
Anas Valisneria, Canvas-back Duck #¥lson, viii. pl. 70. £ 2.

Fuligula Valesnerid, Bonap. Synop. p. 892. North, Zool. ii
451,

The estimation in which this species is held, as an

, article of food, by our transatlantic brethren, is well

-

—

of precision. I procur o's Nomenclature of Colours, for this very
object 3 but 1 found um;“.! k- 5 me to plish this otject,
1 was pﬁﬂexd at almest overy step: and 1 soon discovered, that, if
attempted rigorously to define ('\'H{ tint, I must have invonted three
times the numbor of names there employed ; and, ﬁ:rlly. should have ended
with making my descriptions so overburthened with new and new
combinations of terms, that nobody would haze understood them. How.
ever desirable, therefore, such a universal standard yoight be, 1 cannot
bt think it as chimerical as that all naturalists should adopt one uniferm
Eystem of elassification of of nomenclature in systematie Or vernacular
names. In doscribing colours, the happy art is to define them in such o
Way a4 1o avold the ex of and of I know of
no one, who, In my estimation, succeoded more perfectly in this, than our
la= regretted friénd, Dy, Leach, In the very useful Enfomologist’s Com.
pendinm, by Mr. Samuolle, which was written almost under his eye, he has
given, under the head of Coroun, the most admirable definitions of all
those that are umally seen In the animal workd, of any that 1 have yet
met with ; £0 much o, indeed, that if 1 was induced to subseribe ln;pllc?tfy
1o any one system of nomenclature, it would most arsuredly be this: it is
clear, without being novel ; nnd precise, without Leing too refined ; while
the terms m&o&d can be at once understood. Its f‘rulcx:ellcnce. in
fact, consists fending those general terms which have long been in
use, and with which every one is thercfore acquinted; and in adding
only such others, of a very decided pature, as re really necessary. 1 have
long been in the habit of {¢llowing this nomenclature myself, and 1 strongly
recommend it to others,
s 4
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known; so that we may fairly look upon it as the ortolan
of the duck family, and, the turtle of the swimming birds.
“The canvas-back,” says Wilson, ““in the rich, Juicy
tenderness of its flesh, and its delicacy of flavour, stands
unrivalled by the whole of its tribe in this, or perhaps
any, quarter of the world, Those killed in the rivers of
the’Chesapeake are generally considered superior to all
others ; doubtless, from the great abnndance of their
favourite food, which these rivers produce. They not
only grace, but g&nify, the table; and their very name
conveys, to the imagination of the eager epicure, the
most exhilarating ideas. Hence, on such oceasions, it
has not been uncommon to pay from one to three dollars
a pair for these ducks; -and indeed, at such times, if they
can, they must be had, whatever may be the price.”
The canvas-back ducks arrive in the United States,
from the North, about the middle of October, and resort
to the numerous rivers of the Chesapeake Bay, where
they winter ; and beyond which, Wilson was not able
to trace them, They are seldom found high up any of
these rivers; hut chiefly frequent that particular part
of the tide water, where their favourite food (a certain

grass-like plant) grows : the root of this is white, and:

has some resemblance to small celery; and it is upon
this only that the ducks feed." Wherever this plant
grows in abundance, the canvas-backs may be expected
either to pay occasional visits, or to make it their per-
manent residence duting the winter; they are not, in
fact, found in any situation where this plant does not

ow. £

When the canvas-backs first arrive from the north.
ward, they are very lean; but such are’the nutritive
qualities of their favourite food, that, by the end of
November, they become in fine condition. Yet the
Valisneria grass is not their only food; for they readily
feed on grain, as the following anecdote shows : — Some
few years since, a, vessel loaded with'wheat was wrecked
near thy entrance of Egg Harbour, and went to pieces,
The wheat floated out in vast quantities; and the whole



CANVAS-BACK DUCK. 2065

surface of the bay was in a few days covered with ducks,
of a kind altogether unknown go the people of the
neighbourhood.  The gunners collected from all quar-
ters around ; and were so successful, that 240 were shot
in one day, and sold to the country people at twelve cents
and a half ecach, without the feathers. The birds
continued sbout the bay, however, for three weeks;
during the greater part of which time the same destruc-
tion was going on. The gunners called them Sea-ducks,
not knowing they were in reality canvgs-backs, at that
time on their way from the North, when this floating
feast attracted their attention, and for a time arrested
them. When the gunners of Egg Harbour discovered
their mistake, in selling for twenty-five cents, what
would have brought them four times that sum beyond
their immediate neighbourhood, we can readily fancy

. their surprise and vexation,

The canvas-backs are excellent swimmers and divers ;
the latter quality being absolutely necessary for fishing,
or rather pulling up by the roots, their favourite food.
Sometimes they assemble in such multitudes as to cover

_several acres of the river ; and when they suddenly rise,

Produce a noise resembling thunder. They aft, hows
ever, extremely shyg and can rarely be approached ex-
cept by stealth. chn"wuunded in the wing, they dive
10 such prodigious distances, and with such rapidity and
Perseverance, as almost always to verfder the pursuit
hopeless, 2 :
From the great demand for these birds, and the high
price they uniformly bring in the markes, various me-
thods are practised to procure them. The most success-
fuloway is thought to be by decoying them to the shore
by means of a dog, while the sportsman lies concealed.
The dog, if properly trained, runs backwards and for- .
wards along the margin"of the water: the ducks, ob-
serving his manaruvres, and enticed perhaps by curiosity,
gradually approach tie shore, until they are sometimes
within twenty or thitty yards of the spot wheze the
sportsman lies in ambush ; whence he opens upon them
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a raking fire, first at those upon the water, and then as
they arise. This method is called tolling them in. If
the ducks seem difficult to decoy, any glaring object,
such as a red handkerchief, is fastened on the dog; and
this rarely fails to attract them. Another method is to
shoot them by moonlight. For'this purpose the sports-
man directs his skiff] towards a flock whose position he
had previously ascertained, keeping within the project-
ing shade of some wood, tree, or bank. By proceeding
in this manner, and paddling along with the least pos-
sible noise, he may frequently get within fifteen or
twenty yards of a flock of some thousands, among which
prodigions havoc may be made. But this wholesale
slaughter of the poor birds, however productive it may
be to the gunner for 3 short time, generally defeats his
object in the long run ; for if thus intimidated and de-
stroyed in their places of rest, they will very soon aban-
don them altogether, and seek a more secure retreat.
During the day the ducks disperse and float about,
diving after their much-loved roots ; but towards even-
ing, collecting, into large flocks, they assemble at the
mouths of crecks, where they sleep, as at anchor, with
their heads under their wings: yet there are always sen-
tinels awake, ready to give warning.on the least appear-
ance of danger. Even when feeding and diving in small
parties, the whole never go down into the water at once,
50 that some always remain above to guard the others,
In severe winters, when the river is frozen, the canvas.-
backs retreat to its confluence with the bay; but here,
again, they fall into the snare of. the fowler. In such
situations as produce their favourite grass, the gunners
make air-holes in the ice, and then concealing themselves
ata convenient distance, shoot the birds as they approach
these holes to feed. An inhabitant of Herring Creck
informed Wilson, that, one severe winter, he and anothey
person broke a hole in the ice about twenty feet by forty,
immcdiltgly over a shoal of grass,"and both then took
their Station in a temporary hut, each having three guns
well loaded with large shot. The ducks, which wete
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flying up and down the river in great distress for food,
soon crowded to the spot, so that the whole open space
in the ice was not only covered by them, but vast num-
bers stood around on the edge. Lhe gunners fired three
rounds in concert; after which they picked up eighty-

_eight birds, and might have collected more, had they

been able to reach the wounded ones at the extremity of
the ice. Wilson records an instance, not necessary to
repeat in detail, where the roots of their favourite plant
were nearly all torn up by the suddengrising of the tide
after a thaw, from a spot which had always been one of
the chief vesorts of the birds: this accident, however,
drove them away; for although a few of the ducks were
seen the next winter, as if to reconnoitre their former
hatint, they soon went away. o

The colours of the male will now be described. The
bill is glossy black ; irides dark red: the cheeks and
fore part of the head are blackish brown; but the rest
of the head, and the greater part of the neck, is glossy
reddish chestnut or rufous ; this colour ends in a broad
patch of black, which covers the upper part of the
breast, and spreads round to the back: the upper
plumage, including the Back, scapulars, and tertials, sre
white, delicately warked with innumerable transyerse
waved lines, as if done with a pencil : the lower parts
of the breast, and also the belly, are the same ; but the
lines are scarcely perceptible on the” breast, although
darker and thicker towards the vént: the wing covers
#re grey, with numerous specks of blackish: the quills
are pale cinereous ; but two or three of she tertials have
a narrow edging of deep blagk: the tail'is very short,
Plinted, and of g cinereous brown colour: vent and
tail covers black : inner wing covers white : legs and
feet cinereous, The mgle is two feet long. .

The female is rather smaller; and is thus described
by Wilson: —« Crown blackish brown: cheeks and
throat of a pale drab: neck dull brown: breast, as far
as the black extend; on the male, dull brown,” skirted
in places with pale drab: back dusky white, erossed

o %
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with fine waving lines: belly of the same dull white,
pencilled like the badk: wings, feet, and bill as in
the male: tail covers dusky® vent white, waved with
brown.” &

Dr. Richardson, who killed this species early in May,
on the banks of the Saskatchéwan, observes, that it
breeds in‘all parts of. the far countries, from the 50th
parallel to their most northern limits ; and that it asso-
ciates on the water with the Fuligula ferina, marilla, and
several of the t‘resﬁwater ducks.

Ty Coammoxy or GOLDEN-EYE GArmor.
Clangula vulgaris, Lgach. ( Fig, 42.)

Marz. — Clangula vulgaris, [l of ' British Orn. ii. 367,
North. Zool. ii. 456. Anas clangula, Linn., Auect., Wilson,
viil. pl. 67. f. 6. Canard Garrot, Temminck, Man. ii. 870.
Pl Enl. 802. Golden-cye Duck, of Authors, see Montagu,
Orn, Dict,

Fexars. — Anas glaucion, Linn., Auet,  Morillon, Latham,
Synop, vi. 537, &c.

\ 2

~

J
-
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The circumstance of having just witnéssed this very
handsome and interesting duck” sporting and "diving
about, along with that part of }h? collection of living
water-fowl turned out by the Ornithological Society on
the canal in St. James's Park, sufficiently proves that
it may be in some, measure domesticdted, and accustomed
to suchi situations ; although there may be but small
hope of its ever being induced to breed in confinement.

0
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It is a native byth of Europe and North America ; com-
ing to us, as well as to the United States, only in winter ;
retiring northward in t.hi sprinf, with the majority of
the other ducks, to breed. "Wilson seems to have known
little or nothing of the manners of the American race;
although he says it is g  well known’” bird in various
parts of the United States, both along the sea_coast%and
about the lakes and rivers of the imterior. In regard to
its manners in this part of the world, w€ cannot have a
better authority than Mr. Selby, whefe two admirable
volumes ® are by far the best of all those which have
hitherto appeared on our native ornithology : they are
not, indeed, very sentimental, or remarkably® poetical ;
but they give that solid information, which the orni-
thologist more especially wants. When in full plumage,
Mr. Selby observes,” ¢ the malé golden-eye,” in this
country, is rather of rare occurrence ; the great body of
those that visit our coasts being either females or young
males, both of which are generally known by the name
of Morillons, and as such were destribed by the old
ornithologists as a distinct species. The number of
this species which annually visit the British coast, is
regulated by the seyerity or mildness of theseason ;
being always most abunditnt under the former state of
weather. This refark is equally applicable to all the

_northern Anatide ; the extent of their migration south-

Ward being in proportion to the greates or less extent of
those regions to the northward fyom which they have
been frozen out of food. The golden-eye is usually seen
In small flocks or Zocieties, upon our lakes and larger
rivers, and occasionally upon the coasts; Rear estuaries.
It flies with great strength and rapidity, giving intima-
tion of its approach by the whistling noise of its wings
@ its passes through the air. It is remarkably active
on the water, swimming and diving with equal facility.
From the quickness with which it plunges, and the dis-
tance to which it diyes, it is very diﬁicult to kil¥when

* Ilustrations of British Grnithology, 2 vols. Svo. Longman and Ca,; soid
separately from the folio Atlas of plates
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afloat ; and the introduction of the detopating lock has
alone given the water-fowl shooter anyfchance against
it, as it constantly dived at the flash of the pan, and was
fairly beneath the surface beéfore the shot reached it.
Upon the land it profeeds in a shuffling ungainly man-
ner, from the backward position of the legs, and the
gref sizq of the feet. In summer it returns to the
northern regions to*breed. Dr. Richardson found the
golden-eye in great numbers, throughout the fur conn-
tries, frequenting Yhe rivers and freshwater lakes, where
it is by no means®shy ; yet diving instantancously at the
flagh of the gun, or the twanging of & bowstring.

The mdle, in adult plumage, has the head, and about
two inches of the neck, of a brilliant duck green, broken
only by a large round patch foenengh the lores: the bill
is black ; and the irides"are brilliant yellow, from which it
has obtained the name of Golden-eye : all the under parts,
from the neck'downwards, are pure white : the greater
wing covers, and part of the scapulars, are also of the
same colour : the Back, rump, the longest of the scapulars,
the primary quills, the four outer secondaries, and the
tertials are of @ deep pitchy black : the flank feathers
hgve-dwep black edges; and the tail and thighs are
brown: the legs and toes arerich orange.

The female has all the head, san® the upper part of
the neck, deep brown ; while the lower part, as also the
belly and vent, awe white : the breast gnd sides of the
body are deep browne edged with whftlsh': the feathers
of the back and scapulars are bla(ikls.h in the middle,
edged and tipt with deep ash ; the wing covers varied
with white ang”black : the tip of the bill and the irides
. are yellowish, and the feet bright yellows The youpg
males of the‘year, as in all othersbirds, resemble the old
females ; but the irides are greenish, and the tees light
Cor yellowish brown. At the age of one year, the con-
spicuous white spot at the gide of the gape becomes ap.
paren® and the feathers of the head.and neckrare black,

but wishout any %reen gloss. %

i
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B.umowx or Rocky Moupnrary Garror.
Clangula Barrovii, Rick. and Sw.

? Head and upper part of the neckoglossy purple, with a

‘ large crescent-shaped white mark before each eye:
speculum of the wing white; separated from thedand
on the covers by a black stripe. » «

Clangula Barrovii, Northern Zoology, iigpl. 70. p. 436.

Of this interesting species, — at present o rare in our
collections, that only one specimen, we believe, is in
England,—Dr, Richardson merely observessas to its
Mmanners, that they do not differ from those of the
common golden-eye, althaygh it has hitherto been found

; only in the valleys of the Rocky Mountains. Hence we
may fairly conclude, that, like the Clanguia vulgaris, it
would, if introduced alive into this country, readily
accommodate itself to the partial confinement of our
aquatic preserves ; and when we consider how many of
Our countrymen are located in, or near to, the regions it
inhgbits, we trust exertions will be used®to accomplish
+its Introduction. e

. Notwithstanding the general similarity in the forth
and markings of this bird and the common golden-eye,
the difference in their bills Would alone point them out
to be distinct species. Exclusive of the specific dif-
ferences above noted, the Rocky, MBuntain garrot is
distinguished by the purer colour of its dorsal plumage,
and the smaller portion of white on its wings and sca-
pulars. Its long flank feathers are also much more
broadly bordergd all round with black: the bases of the

& ter covers in the en-eye are black, but lltey. are

concealed, and do not form the black band so conspicu-

™

Ous in this, “ The spasific appellation is intended as a*,

tribute to M. Barrow’s* varied talents, am'l' hiz unwea-
ried exertions for the promotion of science. L4
* Now sirJoan Barrow, vart? 0
bl
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Tun Harrequin Ducnj;l
Clangula Histrioniea, Leach. ( Fig. 43.)

Blackish, with a narfow collar, broad pectoral bar, and . &
three spots on the sides of- the head, pure white : )
dhovesthe eyes a ferruginous stripe : flanks chest-
nut: miregr glossy black-blue, margined before and
above with wkite.— 3fale.

Clangula Histriondea, Rich. North. Zool. ii. 459. Selby, ii.
370. Anas Histrionicn, Forster, Phil. Trans. xiii. p. 429.
Pennant, Aretic Zool, ii. 490. Wilson, ‘viii. pl. 72, f. 4.
Sowerby's Brit. Miss. pl. 6. Harlequin Duck, Pennant,
Latham, &e.  Dusky and spotted Duck, Edwards, pl. 97.
female. Painted or Mountain Duck, Hudson's Bay Re-
sidents. .

The namr‘al hebits of this elegant and very singularly
marked species, as xplained by Dr. Richardson, is iy
favour of our belief that iy could, by proper manage-
ment, and in favourable situations} be in some degree
habx.tuated to oty menageries in the open air: this oh-
serving naturalist says, that © it haunts.eddies under
cascades and rapid streams ; it tgkes wing at once when
disturbed, and is very vigilant.” We never saw it asso-

¢ ‘clating with any other duck, amd (in the fur countries)

it iz a rare bird,

It weems to be equally scarce, agcording to Wilson,
on the goasts of #he Middle and Southern States, though
not unfrequently found off those® of New England,

»
a8
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where it is knowh by the dignified title of Zord,—pro-
bably from the \legant crescent and circles of white
which ornament its neck and breast. T, hough an inha-
bitant of both continents, little else is known of its par-
ticular manners, than that it swims'and dives well, flies
swiftly and to a great height, and has a whistling note.
It is said to frequent the small rivelets inlwae from
Hudson’s Bay, where it breeds. The ferdie lays ten
white eggs on the grass: the young are* prettily speck-
led. Tt is here called the Painted Duwdk ; and at New-
foundland, as well ‘as on the. coast of New England,
the Lord, Wilson; on what autherity we know not,
adds, that < it is often scen in deep water considerably
out at sea.”  According to Latham and Pennant (both
very dubious authorities i all ‘cases where locality is
concerned), it is found in Europe as far as Lake Baikal,

- and thence 1 Kamtschatka, particularly up the River
- Ochotska ; and wwas also met with at Avonalaska, and in

Tceland. Wilson agits,— The few specimens of this
duck which I have met with, were all males ; ‘and from
the variation in dieir colours, it appears evident that the

yo irds undergo a considerable change of plumage,
vef ey artive at their full colours.  In sonic; ¢t

white spot behind the eye was large, extending irregu-
larly half way down4he heck ; in others, confined to 2
roundish spot. The flesh is <aid to be excellent.” M.
Selby remarks, that * this is onc of oyr rarest winter
visitants, the (known) instances of itu capture being con-
fined to three or four, all of which oceurred in the
northern parts of Scofland,”® The two sexes figured by
Sﬂ“'l'l'by‘l', were from that country ; and he mentions
thnt..auothu:-.(a.ymg female) had been €hot in one of
the Orkney Islands, & : )

The colour of the male is %o singularly diversified,
%5 to require much precision in a description which is to
convey any accurate idea of the bird.  We should Fay
that the ground colour of the whole plumage, both ftove

* Selby, 1IL Brit, Orn, 1570, # British Miss. & pl. &
r T
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and below, is bluish black,—of differept tints, indeed,
but in all parts dark ; ‘upon this grounj are many bold
bands, stripes, and spots of white, giving the hird a
most elegant appearance. A large patch of this sort
fills up the side of the head between the eye and bill ; &
another small and round one is just on the ear; and a |
thi¥a, - tager and narrower, is behind it: the crown is
margined v each®side by a stripe of white, which
changes to feringinous after it passes the eye: at the
bottom of the neMk is a narrow white collar, which sepa-
rates the deep black of the head and throat from the
cinereous or lavender-black of the breast: on each side
of the breast is a very broad' transverse stripe of white,
margined above and below, by a very uarrow on¢ of
velvet-black : the greater wing covers terminate in a
white bar, and the ottter edges of the tertials are marked
with black and white stripes; the speculum, which =
covers all the secondary quills, is of a very dark glossy ~
blue : sides of the body and flatks chestnut brown :

vent, rump, and tail covers velvet=black : at the base of

the tail, on each side, is a white spot: the bill is
bluish black, and the legs dark brown: quills ,~_§‘pi|
yuomraah, ,

The female, which we have not secn, is thuk de-
scribed by Dr. Richardson *: «— ® Above, dark liver-
brown : the quills and tail blackish brown : the rump,
and the flank feathers that bang down over the thigh,
pale umber : a spos behind the ears, a smaller one on
each side of the forehead, and some mottling under the
eye, white: upper part of the breast, aufl the sides,
under the wings, yellowish brown, edged with brownish
grey : rest of the under plumage greyish white, brogdly
barred across the middle of wach feather with cloye-

brown. The size is much inferior to that of the male.”
el
e North. Zool, H. 430,

&
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Tue BuriEr-neaven or Smrir Gannor.

Clangula albeoln, Leach, (Fig, 44.)

Y Head and neck black, richly glossed with green and

‘ purple; the feathers very full aud silky = body white,
with the back and quills black. Female wi:1white
POt on the ears and wings. >

Clangula alleayy, Leach, in Gen, Zood, xii ik 183, Northern
Zanl, it 458, Anas albeola, Linn,, Aucty Wilson, viii. pl
67 £ 2 wale, 5. female, Poanaut, Arct. Zool. ii. 558,
ADas By wbala, Limn., Awct, Penntnty Aret. Zool. ii. 559,
Buffel)es, Duck, Wilson, Cateslyy, Penunent, Latham, &c.
Little Byown Duck, Catesby, Lathaw, &c. (the female).
Sarcelle blanche ¢t noir, Beffon, Pi. Eal. 948, male.  Little
Black nnd white Duck, Edwanle, plo100. mole

As there is evidence to show that the food and oed-
POy of this protty little duck are esséntially the same as
1% of the common golden-cye; there appears no reason
£0 €0ube thar it wight be as much domesticated on our
VAT inclovures as that is. Both breed fa the same
Tegians ; but,in their southward nP‘ignnom, this species
“PPEATS to confine its rabge entirely to the American
Continme, :

Duringe antumn and winter, this pretty duck is to be
et with in all parts of the United States, enlivenizy
the sea ehores, rivers, and lakes; diging with “the
greatest dexterity, and fiying with extraordinary velotity.
So early as the latier part of February, ll‘e males are

%2
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observed to have violent disputes for fhe femules. At
this time they are mgqre commonly seel in flocks; but
during the preceding part of the winte they usually fly
in pairs. Their note, as Wilson ohserves, is a short
quak. It extends its migrations southward as far as
Cyggolina ; and is found on the Donds and fresh waters of
Georgiy hut it is, not common there. Mr, Hutchins
says that it“gopears at Hudson’s Bay, on the banks of
the Severn Rivey in June, and builds its nest in trees in
the woods, neagponds. According to Dr. Richardson,
it frequents the rivers and freshwater lakes throughout
the fur ¢puntries in great numbers. Their instantaneous
mode of diving on seeing the flash of & gun, has induced
the Indians to believe they are endowed with some su-
pernatural power; hgnce their appellation of * Conjur-
ing,” or Spirit Duck. Buffel-headed, as Wilson ob-
serves, is only & corruption of buffulo-headed, in allusion
« to the disproportionate size of itz head; a character,
however; which is also apparent, 'th(mgh in a less de-
gree, in the golden-eye, and all the garrots.® About the
middle of Apgil, or early in May, this species leaves the
United States for their breeding places in the North.#The
apccimen described in the Northern Zoology, was killed
on the banks of the Saskatchewan in the month of
May. S

'I)'fhe plumage of the male may be thus deseribed : —
The feathers & the head, und half of the neck, are
thick, long, and silRy; richly glossed with green on the
forehead and nape, but which chauvges to a shining pur-
ple on the erown and sides of the neck: in some par-
ticular lights, these have a rich Lilae or flame-colotred
gloss. Behind the eye commences a broid band of ware
white, which terminates with the occipital crest formed
* by the lengthened silky feathers of the head : irides
dark: the back, wings, and part of the scapulars ave
blgk ; the rest of the scapulars, lateral band along the
wing, and the whole of the under plumage, pure white ;

¢ A large head, as bave frequently bserved, is one of the most
typical distinctions of te aquatic type of A animate.” © o C

-

&
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rather greyish mn the vent and under tail covers: tail
brown; the cove's greyish black.

The female is considerably smaller, and the head is
not so full of feathers. The head, neck, upper parts of
the body, and the wings are sooty black, darkest on the
crown : the sides of the head are marked with a small
oblong spot of white : the lower part of the necl_< &ity,
the feathers being tipt with white®: bell==tull white ;
but the the vent is cinereous: the oute**webs of six of
the gecondaries, and the tertials, are waite; but the tips
of the latter are black : tail cinereous “vrown : bill and
feet brownish. The male measures sixteen inches in
length, but the female only fourteen and a half.

Tur Pivg-neapen Duok.
Anas caryophyllncen, Latham.

Brown both above and beneath : head and part of the .
neck pink : spot on the wings pale red or rufous.

Anas caryoplivllacea, Latham, Index Oriith. ii. 866. Pink-
headed Duck, Gen. Synop. Swpp. 276, Ger. Hist, x. 543,

Notwithstanding the number of years that has alanced
sinee this remarkable species was first mentioned in the
Synopsis of Dr. Latiam, we have never heard of a spe-
cimen being in this country, either alive or dead. 1f,
however, the information given to the doctor, and here
inserted, is correct, there seems no reason to doubt that
it might become an inhabitant of our menageries; for,
being found in the interior of India, we may presume
it is a freshwater speeies. A brown dudk, with a pink-
coloured head. is a cast of colouring o peculiar, that its
possession is most desirable. Dr. Latham’s account of it
is as follows ; — but whether it is a duck or a goose, oy -
of what modern genus ‘< belongs to, remains for fature
discovery.

¢ Size of the black-winged whistling duck: lvngth
twenty or twenty-ore inches ; bill two inches and a
alf long, a trifle Lent at the point.  Colour pale red,

T3
-
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with the base and point pink, and, if) some subjects,
mottled with black : head and half the 'neck pink ; the
feathers short and downy : irides red? the general co-
lour of the rest of the plumage deep chocolate brown,
with a tinge of piak throughout the whole: wings
paler brown ; the outer edges of three or four of the
qu-'= mgle red, giving the appearance of a speculum ;
bend of ti. wing white, with some of the lower covers
curving down ards at the ends, as in the male of the
western duck : f4il about two inches long, darker than
the quills, whicl. reach to about two thirds of the length :
legs pale reddish brown, or blue grey; the webs dark.
The adult female is said not to differ from the male,
except in the plumage being less brilliant ; and, accord..
ing to some drawings, none of the wing covers curve
downwards. .

Inhabits various parts of India ; most frequent in the
province of Oude: is rarely seen in flocks, for the most
part only two being found together? is often kept tume,
and becomes tolerably familiar.”

Tue Perioax.
Jted S Pelecanus Onocrotalus, Linn,
Liun. Syst. Nat, L.215, Auce. Pelicay blane, Temm. Meq,
ii. 891, White Pelican, Edwdrds, Gleanings, pl. o3,

The pelican is such a well-known bird, and its e
seription occupies such a prominent place in all natyrq)
histories of birds, even the most clementary, that ywe shall
chiefly confine our remarks to a fer of those particulary
only which regerds its manners, whether inawild or 5 do-
mesticated state.  Pelicans are among the most common
birds seen in menageries, and are distributed oyer all The
temperate regions of the world ; but there seems Teason
to belieye that, under this genegal name, several Species,
inhabiting different regions, will hereafter e detected,
Thi-s described by Mr. Bennett, as then in the Tower
MmeNagerie, were of a very light and delicate flesh-colour,
varied” only by occasional darker _inges, but with the
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quill feathers blyck : they were said to have been brought
from Hungary; a fact we are very much disposed to
question, since if is highly improvable that ‘such a per-
fectly aquatic and almost maritime bird should inhabit
the heart of Central Europe; mora especially, as it is s0
rare on the warmer shores of Sicily and Italy, that,
although we were told it had been seen there, we qaver
could procure a specimen during & residence; 5. BIX years.
At the timé Mr. Bennett wrote, * the fem;fl: was there sit-
ting upon three eggs, and had built her ¢If a very perfect
nest, Should these be brought to maturity,” he continues,
““ as there is every reason to suspect, they will probably
be the first that were ever hatched in England. She
vever quits her charge; but is fed by the male, who
crams his pouch with dasble his uswal allowance, and
then proceeds to shovel her fair share into his partoer’s
throat. Tt is in this manner, also, that the young are fed;
the old bird pressing his full pouch against his chest, and
contriving thus to disgorge a portion of its contents; an
action which has, no doubt, given rise to the fabulous
notion of the pelican feeding its young with its own
blood : in fact, its appearance in this attitude, with the
bloody spot at the end of the hill, closely pressed against
the delicate plumage of the breast, may readily accoust
for the prevalence of sush an idea in the minds of super-
ficial observers.®

The quantity of fish necessary to keen a pair of these

is enormous ; the above two requiring no less than

#iX dozen of small live plaice every day,—# supply which
it would be sometimes difficult to procure: so that
although a pair might be retained as specimens of fish
devourers, their increase would not be very desirable ;
while it is obvious that they would be altogether un-
suited to canalé or other artificial waters; thinly stocked ,
with their living food.

The following suthentic account of its manners in a
state of nature, has been given by Dr. Richardsop-i:—

* Tawer Mem‘eﬂ‘m s t North. Zool Ii. ¢

T D



{ a
230 ANIMALS IN MENAGERIES.
-

countries up to the GIst parallel ; but they seldom come
within 200 miles of ¥ludson’s Bay, Tlley usually de-
posit their ezgs on small rocky islands, on the brink of
cascades, where they can searcely be approached; but -
they are otherwise by no means shy birde. They fy
lovatead heavily, usually in flocks of from si¥ to four.
teen, somdiiraes abrenst, at other times in an obligue line ;
and they ofteny.pass close over a building, 6r within a
few yards of a sarty of men, without exhibiting any
signs of fear: t8ey haunt eddies under waterfalls, and
devour great quantities of carp and other fish. When
gorged with food, they dose on the water, and may be
easily captured, as they have great difficulty in taking
wing at such times, partictlarly if their pouches be
loaded with fish. Though they can perch on trees, they
are most generally seen either on the wing or swim-
ming, . Some specimens, apparently in mature plumage,
have the bill quite smooth abdve; but some indi.
viduals have s long, thin, bony process, about two inches
high, springing from the ridge of the upper mandible -
similar procesevs existed in the specimens alluded to by
Pennovt and Forster, which were brought from Hud-
son’s Bay; but no such appearances have been described

- s occurring on the bills of the white pelicans of the Old
Continent."”

The description of an American pelican, killed on the
Mississippi, in fat. 56°, is as follows:—The genera]
colour. is white, tinged with peach-blossom red, ex.
cept the breast, which is yellowish?; while the spurious
quills and prinfaries are deep black : the bill is bluish,
with the margins and tip of the upper mapdible reddigh:
the feet, the naked orbits, and the base of the upper
mandible are all flesh-coloured ;  the pouch being

_ ¥ellow: the hind head is c=ssted, but the neck is
covered with down. The total length is about six feet :
the wigond quill is the longest, and the first considerably
#Xoeeds the fifthe the middle nail is entire,

“ Pelicans are numerous in the inz‘erior of the fur



PART IIL.

TWO CENTENARIES AND A QUARTER OF BIEDS, RITUER
NEW, OR HITHERTO IMPERPECTLY DESCRIp®. *
" -
T FALOO gmt‘l‘liﬂ-

Top) of the heel sasil iing cov 45 cinereous ; the
latter marked with black spots : tail 1ufous, crosse d be-
fo‘re th'e tip with a band of black : outer f@kther white,
with six black bands on the inner web: body, beneath,
white, with black spots. '

Inhabits Brazil : shotydn the province of Bahia.

Differs from Fulco spaveerius in Haviog six distinet black
blnnds on the outer tail feather, instead of only one, besides
the terminal band ; there is also no rufous on the crown,

.
2, Fanco cinnumominius.

Head and wing covers cinereous ; the latter with black
spots: all the tail feathers entirely rvfous, with eone
black band before the tip : bands on the scapulars, and
Spots on the body beneath, black.

Inhabits Chili. Mr. W. J. Hooker's collection.

Size of Faleo sparverins: diders in having no rufous on the
crown; in the tips of the tail being rufous instead of white ;
and in having no second band on the oute® tail feathery which
18 rufaus nstead of white. It secuss intermediate between
‘Parieriug and gracilis, more resemubling the first in the
strength and size of the black spots and baods on the upper
plumage, and those on the wing covers.

Y 8. Fawco isabellinus.
Male,—Top of the head and wing covers cinereous,
without spots : tail rufous, with a black bar before the
tip; external web of the onter feather pure white:
breast, and body beneath, isabella, unspotted.  .»
* As this part (s referre? to (. the Second Voliine of the Clssification

of Birds, under the desi o of Part V. of that volume, it is recom-
mended to Le bound up with §
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Female.— Above, rufous, banded with plack ; beneath,
whitish, striped with brown on the bikast and body :
crown cinereous : middle tail feathers with ten black bars,

Young male.—Croyn with a rufous spot: outer tail
feather with one or two internal black bars.

IL;‘l}.x.x.l.Jim Demerara.  Mr. Schombergh.,

Three mice and twe females agreed in the above characters.
The male meascgps §0] inches ; bill, gape fi; wings Gy s
tail, beyond, 15 ;% ditto, base 5; tarsus 1,3, Z

Note. — ‘The aboy's three species haye been probably over-
looked, as varietics®of the North American sparverins, which
seems to ut rather a section of the genus, than to be
the type ofa Specivs.

4. Accrerren sprfasciatus.

Above, blackish brown ; beneath, white : crown and
nape, deep black : the feathers with their base white :
tail, beneath, black, with six entire white bars: thighs
and inner wing covers pale ferrugineus.

Inhabits Guiana.  Mr. Schombergh.

Total length 17 inches; wings 9, reaching to the upper

_ covens ; tail, beyond, 51 ; do. base 8% ; tarsus 24— Oly. Form
typical : tail slightly rounded ; the tips of the feathers pointed
ang «sosstd by the sixth band ; tho other bands are dusky
above, but very white and regularly marked beneath; fourth
quill longest, with seven white bandson e inner web.

5. Cruwrosrensia leueocephala.

Front mufuppgr part of the head pure white : ears
and sides brownish black : body above, wings, and tail,
brown, immaculate : under plumage white,

Inhabits South Africa. Dr. Burchell's Coll. No, 270,

Size large, total length about 8} inches;  bill} from the gage
17 ditto, front fi; wings 5{3; tail, beyond, about 1}; hase
4f; tamsus 1 ; hmd(qe_'nnd claw 44,

6. Tevropnonus longirostris.

Ablss, brown ; beneath, cinercons: chin, ears, and
stripe ahove the efe, whitish : ears margined above by
a black line. Bill much lengthened; ind slightly curved.
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Inhabits Soyth Africa. Dr. Burchell’s Coll. 423.
369. :

Total length af out 8} inches ; bill{ from the front f; from
the gape 135 wings 45 tail, from the base 4. Size and babit
of 7% erytiropterus ; but the bill is lorger, much more slender,
and is slightly curved. C '

7. TnAxusopninus pectoralis, o547

Above, grey brown; beneath, whhish: wings
rufous: crown of the head, black in .ae male, mfous
in the female: breast and lower part of ‘the throat
crossed by transverse black lines : tail rounded, black,
banded with white, »

Inhabits the forests of Bahia, Brazil. Mus. Nost.

Rather smaller than 7% nivwaws.  Total léngth ‘57 inches ;
billy frone 13; wings 233 tatl, beyond, 155 base £1; tarsus,
15 middle toe and claw hardly .~ The gréy of the upper
plumage is tinged with rufous, which is bright only on the
wings. The transverse lines on the throat and breast readily
distinguish this species - the ehin, like the body, is white,

8. CornrvniciNcrna sirigata.

Above, grey ; beneath, pure white, with a grey line
down the middle of each feather : stripeabove the eye,
and round the car, ferruginous. - -

Inhabits Tasmania. Mus. Nost.

Size of €, chierenl?  Total length 8] inches; bill, gape 14;
wings it . tail, beyond, 17;: base 4; tarsus 15 Bill deep
black : legs hrown : margins of the greatgr covers spurious
quills, and lesser quills, strongly tinged #ith rufous: lores,
v, sides of the neek, broast, and nody, cinercons: inner
WINE Covers pure white: the ferruginons stripe above the eye
commences at the nostrils, snd joins snother, which murgins
the ear fourhors : rumyp and tail pure cinereous.

L 0. Tepironotsis superciliosus.

Above, light cinereous grey : stripe above the eye,
band on the rump, and Jwo lateral tail feathers, white :
cars and upper tail covers hlackish.

Inhabits Java. Mus. Nost. LA

Tota) lengih G4 inches s  billy front fig gape fhi wings
s+ tail, beyond, 14, base 2§; tanus g Stripe above the
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cye very broad: lores grey, cam blackish: ail cven; upper
tail covers, and some of the lateral tail fca(ho's. black ; the rost
brown ; the two outer pe'r puré white, but Hack at their base,
and marked with a brown spot on their outside tips: under
plumage white, tinged with groy on the breast,

10, Terugronorsis hjrundinnccus.

Abevo, black, glossed with ‘blue; beneath, white :
front destitize of letigthened incumbent bristles: band
on the rump, #d borders of the outermoét tail feather,
white, -« N

Inhabits Jaya. Mus. Nogt. Muys. hirundinacea,
PL Cok pl, 119.

Total Tength 4] inches; bill, front 4 to f; gape 73
wings 2; tail, beyond, 15 base 1§ ; trsus ,}. 1 have found
it necessary to. draw up a specific character for this specics, as

T have reason to know that the fetnale has been confounded
with 7% su iosur, notwithstanding the great diflerence in
their size: the optermost tail feather is decp black, bordered
all round with white.

i
%

.
11. Axarncirus hirundinaceus.

_ Above, black, glossediwith blue green: band on the

rump, and all the under plumage, pure white,
Inhabits India.  Mus. Nost.

SO lengeh 6 inches; bill, gape 5 front 11; wings
M3 tail, beyond, ¢ from the base 2 ; tarsus 1 il cinew
revus, the margins whitish: the whale o0 the upper plumage
glossed with bluish green; the hlue tint predominating on the
head, but there Js.dittle or none on the quills and tail @ inneyr

wing covers doep olack t the black forms a band under the
oye, and covers the uper half of the eurs s the third and fourt)
quills equal and longest.

12. Savnoriacus puxillus, .
Colours of Saurophagus snl- 3 L
phuratus;  but all the yellow \‘,'*‘—W%‘T'\
erest feathers tipt with black. gﬁﬁ?“
Total length, six inches and & o — 5
half. ( fiy. 45’) :ﬁ‘*\

Inhehits Brazil and Guiana; . g,——-—-—‘i"

but very rare in che former.
Total length 6§ inches ; bill, front 7 iiteo, gape 1 wings 35
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tail, beyond, 1,{;!(lillo, base 84 ; tarsus . Notwithstanding
the remarkable différence in size betwoen this delicate little
specics and the fobust S, sulphurddus, their colours are so

exactly alike, that I can only detect the trivial variation in the
¢rest, as mentioned above. 2

13. I\IE(‘IASTUAL\ Slaviceps.

Above, olive brown ; beneath, fine yellow :_ abizsand
cirele round the crown, white: erofn and ca¥s blackish,
with a concealed crest of fine yellow.

Inhabits Northern Brazil. o

Total length 9 inches; bill, gape 19 ; Mont 13 wings 4 ;
tail, beyond, 115 bose 4 ; tarsus fo This is, probably, the
Lanius pitanga of Linnman authors, -

14 Mraastona rificeps.
Colour resembling 31 flavicegs ; but the concealed
crest is rufous, and the body beneath, orange yellow.
Inhabits Southern Brazil. Mus. Nost.

Total length 83 inches ; bill 155 gape 1 ; frout 13 ; wings
475 tail, beyond,; 2 ; base 83 tarsus 5.

15. Mruastosa atriceps.

Colour resembling Af. flaviceps ; Lat the crown is o
entirely blackish. Bill, 1 %, inch long. o RS

Inhabits Brazil. Mus. Nost. S,
_ Bill equally widegbut guuch shorter than it the two preced-
mng.  Total length 8 inelies ;- wings 4.5 ; bill, gape 154 5 front 15
tail, bose 345 tarsus I, T suspect thia group to be analogous
to Pyaris in the unifonmity of the colourgvhich pervade the
Specics. .

16., Privocosvs nitens.

Glossy blue black (in the female grey) sbove and
beneath : head with a pointed crest: qutlls with a cen-
t®) white bafid on their inner webs.

Inhabits Mexico, “Mus. Nost.

Total length about 73 inches ; bill, front 3 wings 47 ;
tail, beyond, 25 buse 4 tarsus 8, The bla‘]s colour of the *
male is uniform and glossy theonghout the whole pluggage .
the feathers of the crist are very nurrow and conspicumis : the
female is uniform dark groy, with the cré®t alone blagkish.
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17. Psanis Guianensiy.
Cinereous white: head, ears, chin spotdwings, and tail,

blackz orbits naked : bill red, tipt with black. Female

with black stripes. Length of the wing, 4 inches.
Inhabits the interior of Guiana. Mr. Schombergh.

Diftixs from P. Cayenensis, in baviﬂ'gtbcorhitsnd and naked.
Total lengties inches ; bill, gope 1455 from the front 1 ; wings
45 ; tail, base 3, “The female is coloured like the male, with the
addition of a lnrﬁe blackish brown spot in the middle of the
back feathers, and a vartow stripe on those of the chin, threat,
breast, and part of‘the body: the black hardly accupies the
vuter half of the bill.

X 18. Psanis Braziliensis.

Cinereous white : head, ears, chin spot, wings, and
tail, black: orbits, npked: bill black, the marginal
base red.  Female with the head, ears, and back, dark
cinereous, striped with bluckish : length of the wing,
above five inches,

Inhabits Northern Brazil.

Differs from Coyenonsis in having the orbits red and naked ;
and from Guinends in being farger, in the Litl being entirely
black. beyond the nostsils, and in the female being without a

black hgodl on the head and.cars, as in that species. It is the
larjest and commonest of Brazil.

19. Psams Naierit.

Cinereous white : head, ears, wings, and tail, black :
chin without a blagk spot : Will black : orbits feathered.
Wings 4} inches long: spurious quill faleate : first quill
much longer than the fifth.

Inhabits Southern (?) Brazil.

Stze of P Jurdinii, bot the spurious quill, situated between
the first and second, is very conspicuous; while ir, the Iatter it *
totally wanting, 1 dedicate this ne*s species to my fricnd,
Dr. Nuttarer, whose ornithological researches in Brazil, and
whose scientific knowledze, justly evtitle lLim to this mark of
public distinetion and of private regard.

¥ 9(). Psamis Selbii.

Cinersous whitd’s head, enrs, wirgs, and tail, black ;
chin without a black spot : bill black's orbits feathered.

«
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Wings four infhes: spurious quill half the length of
the second.

Inhabits Soughern Brazil.  Msis. Nost.

“Phe smallest of the black-caped species yer discovered, being
much inferior to sizg to P, erythrogenys. Total length about
6| inches ;. Dill, gape 1455 ditto, front 355 wings 45 tail, base
) ; tarsus 5. Finst quillgintermediate in length between the
fourth and fifth perfect quills,  The slight chamctgrs -Which T
originally gave of this specics had better be cancelled for the
foregoing. g

91. Psanis strigatus.

Grey : beneath, dusky ferruginouse head blackish:
wings with a broad longitudinal stripe of rufous.
Spurious quill broad, hatchet-shaped. .

Inhabits Brazil. Mus. Paris.

Total length 7 inclies 3 bilf, from the zape 1f ; ditto from the
nostrits & ; wings 8755 tail, base 27 # diteo, Leyond the wings
1) 5 tarsus 52 spurious quill hatchet-shaped. Closely related to
Pearis eristatns *, but distinguished, ot first sight, from that
by the broad longitudinal stripe of  forruginous or rufous,
which passes over paft of the wing covers and the middie
portion of the latter quills: rump and upper tail covers grey,
tinged with rofous: all the undér parts pale ferruginous,
deepest on the under tail covers; inner wing eovers the same:
base of the fnner web of the quills with a white spot, and a
very small concenlid one at the base of the should®s !.'J'n
7. cristatus. Both these birds are links of connection between
Puaris and Pachyry®kise

-
09, Pacnynyncrvs megacephalis,

Head very large: plumage, abovad cinereous; be-
neath, whitish ¢ crown of the heafl glossy black: wings
brown ; quills rufogs: ears, and inner weh of the tail
feathers, fulvous brown, Wings rather ghort, rounded
no spurious quill. .

elnhubits Brazil. Mus. Nost.

Total length 74 inche®; bill, from the front &5 ditto, gape
| ; wings 43 tail, beyond, 1}; from the buse 85 tarsus 3
Head very large, crestod ® bill small, strong, and nearly as
high on the sides as it is Liroad above; so that it deviates more
from the typical specigs than any 1 lfnvo yot seen: crgw® and
nape glossy black ; upper plumage cineréogs ; but the whole of

& Zoo, 1. 10 gl 41, >
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the wings and the sides of the fail feathe.s Bave a rufous
brown tinge, which also extends to ‘the ecars and the iginqr
wing covers: outer webs and margin of the inner wells o
the quills rofous : tail rounded, ’

23, Pacnyry~cnvsSwainsonii. Jardine and Selby.*

. Above, olive;; beneath, yellowish : head subcrested, *

ferrugineous in the male, olive”in the female : wings
and tail bldck, with a1l the feathers more or loss tipt or
margined with ferrugineous: eyes encircled with «
white ring: no spyrious quill.

Inhabits the fcrests of Eastern Brazil. Mus, Nost,

As the male only of this interesting. species was known to
the wathors who havesdone me the honour of attaching my
name to it, T have here indicated the female: the spurious
quill is wanting in both sexes.  Its size and dimensions are
those of P. Cuvieriy oF which Fizilioti Jurdine and Selby svems
tw be the female.

24, Paonyrysonus ruficeps. )

Rufous chestnut : paler beneath : crown of the heail

darker, sub-crested, and encircled, except in front, with

a cinereous band. Tail rather lengthened, graduated :
10 spurious quil, e

J_l;_l'tabils Brazil. Pachy. vufescens 2 Spix. pl. 46. f. 2.

~Fotul length 61 fnehen; ill, gupo 743 ditto, front § 3 wings

- 3; second and fifth equal; the four mididle il foathers equal,

the rest graduated ; tarsi 1% Eafs pale chestnnt like the
thront.  The einercons band commences at the lores, passes
aver the eye, nndehus isolates the dark rufous of the crown

. ¥ 2
from the side of thé hepl.

25. PacnvnyNonvs pentoralis.

Above, black, glossed with, bluish ; beneath, dark
cinereous: wings ferrugineous: throat gvith a TOsf;-
coloured spot : no spurious quilly

Inhabits Cayenne, Mus., Paris.  Quernla minor
Lesson, Traite d'Om. 368,

Size rather larger than P, Cugieris. Total length about 7
inchie. s bil), from the gape s ditto, from the nostrils 4 ;
Wings 55; tarsus 7o Typieal in form, although aberrant in

* Uhust, of Orn, I, .\pperﬁlx.

«
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4
its colours.  Lateral toe united to the first joint of the mid-
dle toe. t
26. Pacayrysonus leucogaster.
Above, cinereous, tinged with qJive : beneath, white:
7 erown black, snbcrested: wings and tail grey, with
white margins: edge ¢f the shoulders, and under wing
covers, fulvous or buff yellow: na spurious quill.

Inhabits Brazil. Mus. Paris,

Size of P. miger, from which it further differs in having a
shorter and less rounded tail, with the fCgthers more narrow
and pointed. The chin, throat, and middle of the belly are
pure white, the breast alone being tinged with grey: the back
is tinged here and there with-olive,

97. Pacuyryxcuus albifrons.
Above, cinereous ; beneath, whitish : crown_ glossy
black, subcrested : wings and tail margined and tipt
» with white : frontal band, and circle round the eye, .
| pure white. Spurigas quill more than half the length
of the first. ‘
Inhabits Brazil. Mus. Nost. -
Size of the Jast, from which it further difftrs in having the
whole of the under plumage of a uniform light grey or pearly
* white. Nape, cars, lower back, rump, and tail covers: clear
cinereous : interscapulars varied with black : wings and tail
deep black, the featimrs of the former are margined, those of
the latter broadly tipt with white: 4 narrow white line passes
on the front, and unites to the white ring rgunﬂ'(he eye. All
the tail feathers grey at their outer lm.e. .

28, PacavryNenus Spixit.
Male.—Above, black, with the rump and tail covers
cinereous : bencath, entirely cinereous: .crown glossy
steel-black : wings and tail, black, margined and tipt
« with white : spurious guill between the first and gecond.
Female.— Above, pale olive, where the male is grey :
lesser wing covers, and scapular quills, edged with
yellowish white : greater wing covers, and lesser quills,
edged with ochraceous : under plumage greyish® white,
tinged with yellow : no spurious quill. *
Inhabits Brazil 2 Mus. Paris. Nob.
U

'Q.
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Crown glossy steel-black, changing to ungli)ssed black on the
nape, neck, and interscapulars ; from whence to the base of the
eail feathers the colour islark cinereous : gl the under parts
pure uniform cinercous, rather paler than the rump : bill short,
broad.

. X
20. PACHYRYNCHUS niger.

Sooty black both above and beneath : crown glossy
steel-black : wings ‘and tail black, margined and tipt
with white. Spurious quill half as long as the second :
bill rather narrows

Inhabits Brazil. Mus. Nost.

Size of the last, from which it is at once distinguished by
the under plumage being almost as black as the upper-
Although, in a young state, the under parts are dark cinercous,
yet they are never so light as in my Spivii. The white
markings on the wingsand tail of the last four species are all
the same, and their general similarity of plumage is analo-

gous to that which belongs to Psaris DBrazilienses and its
allies.

30. Oriorus Hodsonii.*

Yellow, with a black hood over the head and neck :
quills yellow gdged, and tiptwith white: all the tail
feathers with a central black band. Wings less than five,
igitlies Tong : tail short.

Inhabits Nepal.

Resembling Oriolus "ll'lan.rcp’ln.hl.t 3(' India; but much
smaller, and the tips of the quills are white instead of yellow :
middle feathers of, the tail yellow, with a black bar nearly across
their contre, Total length about 7 inches; bill, from the gape
1; front ff; wings 4; tail, beyond, 55 tarsus T

31. Cravenrorus r;ﬁﬁ'mw-

Fulvous #rown above and beneath: throat and
breast paler: front and lores bright “rufous: isner
wing covers, and under parts of the quills, cinnamon.

_Inhabits India? Mus. Nost.

Total length 104 inches; bill, gape' 1453 ditto, front {53

.._h

aeminent services which Mr. Hodgson yendered to selonee AUring

his long residence at ghe court of leﬂ,mﬁ.y describing several of the

"’“' ankmals of that country, and by transmitting 10 Europe large and ¥a-
uable collections of speciaens, Justiy entities him to the honour of having

-one of the many new species, thus discovered, recorded by his name.

£

A

&>
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wings 5; tail, beyond, €7; ditto, base 5; tarsus 13;; hind toe
and claw 1. General colour drab brown, nearly as dark on
the body bencath as on the back : Fhe front of the chin and
throat is lighter, almost isabella brown, ually deepening
downwards to the colour of the bodys tail and wings like the
back, the former broad and much rounded ; quills very broad,
the basal half of all the primaries, and also the inner covers,
rufous or cinnamon ; a small spot of the same is on the tip of
the chin. bill short, straight, and rdther thick, Sixth and
seventh quill longest: lateral claws almost even.

32. MuoALuvrus isaballinus.
Light brown, striped with blackish above: isabella
beneath : middle of the throat and breast white : tail
and wings with transverse dark shades: bill and feet

pale,

Inhabits India. Mus: Nost. ,

Total length 8} inches; bill, gape §; ditto, front i ; wings
25 reaching only to the base of the tail ; tail 4; tarsus 1};
hind toe and claw f ; middle ditto § ; inner toe shorter than the
outer. Form and baWit of Meg. palicstris, Horsf, but smaller;
the tail narrower ; the wings shorter ; tertials not lengthened,
nor edged with any light colour; hend and nape strongly
striated with black; belly,white; no white, on the sides of

the head ; wings very short; the fourth quill longest.' ¢
-

38, Gryeuivora magnirostra. 4

Glossy black: dy beneath,
stripe on the wil:g;s, l;:ld ‘the
four external pair of the tail
€athers pure white. Bill large,
thick'; the culmen straight,
and the tip much hooked. £
(fig. 46.a)

Inhabitslngiia? Mus. Nost.

Lotal Tength 8 ine s bill,
front 2 wings 8% m}i,l?beyond.

145 buse 4 ; tarsus 1.4 ; mi
wod claw 1. Ll ﬁ_, middle toe

34, Gryrnivona in(er_nﬂ'dia. -
Glossy black: body beneath, stripe on the wings
v 2

%
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U

and the four outer pair of tail feathers, pure white :
bill moderate ; culmen arched from the nostrils.—
Female? dark glossy cinereous above :* the throat and
breast, grey: chin and sides of the head tinged with
rufous. (fig. 46. 5.)

Inhabits India. Mus. Nost.»

“Fotal length 8} inches; bill, front 4} ; wings 34; tail, beyond,
21; base 3]; tarsus 145; middle toc and claw 5. This and the
last species are coloured precisely alike, but the difference

in their bills is so great, that T am disposed to consider them
distinct, more especially in reference to the next.

35. Grynuivora brevirostra, 1
Glossy black: chin, throat, and breast, grey : stripe
on the wings, and three lateral tail feathers, pure white.
Bill small, straight. (vfig. 46. ¢) ‘
. Inhabits Java ? Mus. Nost. «

Total length 8 inches; bill, front {5; wings 31; tail, beyond,
2} ; buse S}; tarsus1; middle toe andsclaw 1. This is pro-
bably a female, but the difference in the tail distinguisb& it
at first sight from the two former. X

'36. Tuimxonia atrala.

“Enti.ely gooty hlack: wings rather paler. Tail even. ©
Inhabite Africa? Mus. Nost. '

Total length 57 inches ; bill, gapef; s Front hardly } ; win,
af; tail, beyond, 15; base ‘; ’;suusug {5 This, in co!ln’pnrisgxs\
to the type, is an aberrunt species, since the Iateral toes are
not quite equal, and the tail is even, but the upper mandible is
destitute of any notch, and the quills are only 4 longer than
the tertials; the third, fourth, and fifth quills are longest and i
equal.

o

>
87. SaxicorA lewcoplera,

Entirely dark brown : inner,webs of the primaries,
and shafts of the secondary quills, pure white, UV

Inhabits South Africa. Drn Smith.

: wings and tail short; legs very long, lateral toes

equal, claws slightly curved. Total length 77 inches; bill,
the noteh being olysolete, 145 from the gape, the margins not

inflexed ; wings 9% ; tail, base 2} ; tarsus 14 ; middle toe and
claw 5 hind ditto 4 ; the claw as long as the toe.



oF NEW OR LITTLE KNOWN BIRIS 205

n
48. Saxicona rufiventer.
Grey black: rump, tail covers, and body beneath,
chestnut. Tail Younded, and somewhat lengthened.
Inhabits South Africa. Dr. Bugchell's Coll. No. 367.

Size of Sar. kumeralis. Total length about 7} inches; bill,
front 1{y; wings 44 ; tarsus 14;; tail, base 8. The tail
is broad, more lengthened than usual, rounded, and unusually
soft: the deep chestnut colour begins af the breast, and spreads
round the lower back, rump and tail covers ; the two outermost
quills are graduated ; the fourth, fifth, and sixthi are equal and
longest. e

30. SETOPHAGA rubra.
Entirely red: ears of a silky whiteness : ‘Wings and
tail dusky.
Inhabits Mexico, near Toluca. Mus. Nost.

Form aberrant, Bill small, compressed on the sides ; whileits
form perfectly resembling that of Seisurus awricapilfus; the
sides inflexed ; the rictal bristles strong, and extending to two

irds its length, Tae bright crimson of the plumage is uni-

, except on the wings and tail, where it is duller, and only
edges the feathers: bill and legs horn colour. Total length
about 4} inches; bill, front 53 wings 2{‘%; tail, base 2;
tarsus Ji ‘

40. SeroPHAGA miniata. g

Upper plumage, with the chin and ears, cinereous;
under plumage bright crimeon : crown obscure rufous :
tail broad, soft ; terminal half of the three outermost
feathers white, the rest black. o

Inhabits Mexico, between Temascaltepec and Toluca.
Mus. Nost. a 2

Rather larger than §, rubra. Total length 5% inches; bill,
base £k 3 wings 24 ; tail, beyond, 1.&; base S jtarsus Form
grobably typicdl.  Although the {1l is much broader, longer,
and more rounded than #n S. ruticilla, yet the bill is :gunlly-
depressed, and the rictal bristles s0 strong and lengtbened, that
they nearly reach to the end of the bill. 1t is closely allied to
the S picta.” y

41. Seropnaca auricapilla. »
Above, olive green : beneath, bright yellows crown

« Zogl T JL Pl &
v 3
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: )
fulvous orange, bordered on each side by a black stripe

and by another of white over the eye,

Inhabits Mexico and Brazil. Mus. Wost,

Size and general structure of §. ruticille, while the colouring
of the upper plumage is almost an exact counterpart of “Seisi-
rus auricapillus ; the white stripe over the cye is between that
and the black one, much broader, and margins the orange
bufl’ in the middle of the crown, which latter becomes greyish
as it descends to the nape : the lores and ears are blackish, but
the colour again becomes nearly white below the eye : the bill
is brown, and the legsare very pale : the wings are short. Total
length 5 inches ; bid, front nearly 4 ; wings 2; tail, beyond,
13 ; base 2; tarsus .

42. Serormaca rufifrons. )

Above, ‘olive green ; bcnca'th, greyish white : fore
part of the head and crown, and also the ears, bright
rufous: above and beneath the eye a white stripe:
throat bright yellow.

Inhabits Mexico. ’

Closely resembles, in size and general form, S. aun‘capua,
but the bill is more compressed. The rufous of the front and
crown is separated from the lores and cars by a white stripo;
and another white stripe passes from the nostrils beneath the

eycand the upper part of the ears, which are rufous: the
whole of the throat is bright yellow as far as the breast.

43. Zosterqes pullial.

Pale greyish olive : beneath, yellowish white, tinged
with isabella on ihe body and flanks: wings and taj)
very light brown : infler wing covers white.

Inhabits Southern Africa. Dr. Burchell's Coll. No.
43.

Size of Z. flaigula*, from which it differs in being of a
much paler and greyer olive, and in having the under tail covess
straw colour instead of white. \ X

44, ZOSTEROPS ginerea.

Light cinereous : plumage beneath, and the upper
tail covers, white : ocular ring wanting,

Inhabits —— ? Mus. Nost,

* Zool, Tl i, pL. 165,

:

Y

e
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)

The smallest of the genus I have yet s@n. Total length
S} inches; bill, front #; wings 2; tail, beyond, f5; base 11;
tarsus ff. Theginder plumage, and the upper tail covers,
which are very long, are pure white; the flanks have a tinge
of light brown ; lores blackish, with a white line above ; the
white ring round the eye is wanting.

45. Zosterops ambigua.

Above, dark cinereous, tinged®with olive yellow on
the head, ears, wings, rump, and tail: under parts
white : chin and under tail covers $inged with yellow-
ish : flanks isabella. Bill rather lengthened.

Inhabits Cayenne? Bullock’s Mus, Nost.

Differs from the New Holland species, to whi?:h. it has the.
closest resemblance, in being rather larger, in having only a
very faint yellowizsh tinge on the throat, and in the under tail
covers not being white; the bill alsd is much longer. It was
stated to come from Cayenne ; and it is very singular that T
possess a drawing of this very species, made in the year 1806 ;
it was taken from a specimen which formed part of the
famous collection nfade there by the French, which was cap-
tured and sold by auction in this country in that year,

46. Triosas superciliosus. .
Above, olive green ; beneath, white: head above,
nape, and ears, greyish black: a white line before and
above the eye : mgiddle of the crown with a pale stripe:
under tail covers, yellow. sLegs very long.
Inhabits Brazil. Mus. Nost. .
Size of 7" velatus. Inner win covers arfd flanks olive yellow.
Wings 9} inches ; tarsus 1; mit{dle toe and claw f;; hind ditto
¥ crown is glarkest on the sides, and pale grey in the
middle ; all the under parts, to the vent, pure white, tinged
Wwith grey on the sides of the neck and breast,

.47. Tricmas brachidactylus.
Above, olive green ; beneath, yellow: 2 black fillet
enveloping the front, eyes, and cars, bordered above by
cinercous white. Latoral toes nearly equal, and shorter
than the hinder one, ik
Inhabits, plentifully, the northesn provinggs of the
United States. "
u 4

2,
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In general siz®and colour it is perfectly s?milur to T'richas
personalus, although the wings and tail aro rather shorter: it
is, bowever, at once distinguished by the strgcture of its feet;
the two lateral toes are all but equal, and they are shorter than
the hind toe ; whereas i natus the inner toe is consider-
ably the shortest, and the outer toe is as long as the hind one.
These charscters have been drawn from many specimens, both ™
old and young. .

{ ]

stripe beneath the ears. (fig, 47.)
5 N
o
and slightly emargin-
ly green, renders “th

48. Crvrororsis mysticalis,
Entirely green, with a blue 17
Inhabits India # Mus. Nost.
Total length 6 inches ; bill, gape
s 3 wings 3; tail, beyond, 1} ; tarsus
#5; the smallest species I have
yet seen. o
49. Cavverosina Rafflesia. .
Green : gape smooth: spot on the ears, and three
bands upon the wings,
black. Tail short,even,
the feathers truncate
ate. ( fig.48. @) Calyp-
torina viridie, Raffles, .
Cat. Lin. Tr, xiii.295. | ## )
The discovery of the
following species, equal-
¢
original specific name for this so objectionable, that T think
_ orithologists will agree in distinguishing it, hereafter, by that
of its original discoverer, no less illustrious as a naturalist,
than as a statesmpn, The sexes, according to sir S. Raffley,
are coloured precisely alike, ' °

W

50. CALYPTOMINA cgudacuta,
Entirely green. Gape with asetaceous hairs: tail
“rounded ; the feathers narrowed towards their tips, which
¥rminate in fine soft points. (fig. 48. b)
lnhagits India.e Mus. Nost,
Size rather larger than ‘the last. General eolour of a Chia-

° ~ »
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ropsis » tail tinged with blue. Total length 74 inches; bill,
gape fy; wings 4; tail, beyond, ; outer tail feather § shorter
than the middle ; rsus 5 hind toe%nd claw }j.*

51. Bracnysroma cinerea.

Body entirely cinereous: winds dark brown, with
pale edges to the quills: tail black, glossed with green-
ish, and marked by darker transverse linear shades.

Inhabits the interior of New folland. Found by
Mr. Allan Cunningham.

Total length 12 inches; bill, gape 1 ;ﬁ!itw, from the front
45 wings nearly 6 ; tail, beyond, 8§; ditto, from the base 7 ;
tarsus 1455 hind toe and claw . The tips of the feathers on
the head and neck are paler: bill and feet black. *

52, LaxproTorNIs melanogaster.,
Shining sea green ; glossed wigl purple on the ears,
scapulars, rump, and upper tail covers: belly and ﬂank‘s
yblack ; the latter glossed with copper: quills and tail
black, with obscure purplish edges.
Inhabits Senegal® Mus. Nost.

! Total length sbout 8 inches; bill, gape f; front f;
wings 44 tail, beyond, 1}; from the base 3§ ; tarsus hardly
T Much smaller than Cydnotis, from whicl?it is at once dis-

» tinguished by baving no spots on the wings; by the guill fea-
thers being deep black, with only an obscure purple glosseon
their outer edges; and by the middle of the belly and breast
being black, withoutfany grloss; between this black, and the
green of the breast, is a purple tinge, which changes to that of

copper on the flanks, 5

o
58. Lawrrorornis aiiventris. )

Brown, with slight metallic reflections : belly, thight;
and under tail covers, fulvous white: gape with a pale,
naked, membranaceous skin : tail green, with transverse
black shades, * %

Inhabits Southerne Africa. Le Spres, Le Vaill
L'Ois. d’Af. p. 188.

_Total length 10 inches’; bill, gope l4; ditto, front 7;
wings 5} ; tail, beyond, 1} ; ditto, base 4; tarsus almost 1};
Bill black ; base of the under mandible pale: tail rownded.

o 3
Ehfemale, of he €. Tefiams o st formof st et

i 80 totally opposed to this fon, that until such a similarity s esta-
Blished beyond all doubt, Tmust continue to hold the opinton here acted upon.

W e
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54. LAMPROTORNIS fulvipennis.

Black, glogsed with purple:
greater quills externally ru-
fous, internally fulvous; the
shafts half white, half black.
Tail moderate, rounded. Le
Nuaboroup, Le Vaill. . Ois. Nl
d’Af ii. pl. 91. (fig. 49. @) '

Inhabits South Afriea.
v, ° Le Vaillant, Burchell.

_ Total length 10 inches; bill, front f; ditto, gape 14;
wings 5435 tail, base 44; tarsus 1. T suspect this species
has been overlooked by all our systematists, as a variety of
ﬂfe J 5 r..mm-,' or Roupenne of Le Vaill, ii. pl. 83, ; the
bill (@) 5" mych smaller than in that (4); and the other di-
MENSIons proportionably”less.

56. Quisoarus versicolor. ‘
Head glossed with steel blue ; neck and breast with
copper green, Bill 145 inch from the gape. ( fig. 50. a)

30 2

o

———

[y N

Inhabits North America,
Total length 12} inches ; wings 6 ; tansus 4,
" 56. QUISCALUS prrpuratus. -
Head, neck, and breast, g!ossed with lilac purple,
+ without any green. Bil! 1.7; inch from the gape.
Inhabits North America. (fig. 50. b)

Total length 11} inches; wings 5[; tarsus 1. Ornitho-
logists have considered the two last birds s only varieties ;
but, from inspecting a number of specimens, I am disposed, at

’ . ‘ .

a
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least for the present, to suspect they are distinct : the latter may
possibly be the female of L. wersicolor®, but there does not
appear sufficient egidence of this facil

: 57. Quiscavvus lugubris.
2 r Plumage black, obscurely glossed with purple. Wings
41 inches long. . .
Inhabits Brazil. (fig.50.¢) .
Total length 9} inches; bill, gape 1f;; wings 44; tail,
base 4; tarsus 13 ; middle toe 1g4; hinder 1. There is
a very obscure greenish tinge on the wing!‘and tail.

58. Quiscavrus tenuirosiris.
Total length 15 inches: bill 14 inch ldng, very

o slf!nder ; the commissure not sinuated. Plumage black,
slightly glossed wifh vielet. Claws slender, but slightly
curved. (fig. 51.5, ¢)

Inhabits the marshes adjoining Megico. Mus. Nost.
_Total length 15} inches ; bill, from e gape 1§ front 1;;
wings 6} ; tail, beyond, 5; base 7]; tarsus 13 hind toe and
claw 13; middle ditth 14;: second and third quills nearly

equal, and longest ; the first shorter than the fourth: lateral
loo: equal, 1 >
.

X ; 59. QuiscALUS MacToUTUS.
Total length near 20 inches: hill 2 inches long.
* Plumage black, glossed With blue on the body, and with
obscure greenish on the wings and tail. Claws slender,
but fully curved. (fig. 51. a) e

o
* The printo of Musi, st the bill of the female * measures
nearly an inch and n“rfaf?ﬂ,'.'& ;n W \ehereas this 3s little more than an inch.

] $ - %
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[

Inhabits Real del Monte, Mexico.

Total length 19} inghes; bill, gape 2; wings 8 ; tail,
base 10; outer feather 4 inches shorter ; térsus 14 hind toe
and claw 1. Resembles Tenuirostris; but the bill is stronger,
the commissure sinuate®, the upper mandible more bent, and
the'claws more curved.. The plumage has a blue, and not a
lilac purple gloss. 3

60. Quiscarus corvinus.

Total length 17 inches : bill 2 inches long. ‘Plurr_xage
black ; richly glog@ed on the ears and throat with violet
purple, and on the breast, body, and back With golden
green. Ipner toe longer than the outer. k

Inhabits North America.

Total lefigth 17 inches; bill, Fape a; from ‘h‘_’l rff?‘“ s
from the feathers of the nostrils 145; wings 7165 !:‘ill ’ d‘:"m the
base 7; tarsus 1453 hind toe and claw 143 middle ditto 1§;
the claw only {4; wings short, not reaching t0 the end of the
upper tail covers; first quill longer than the fifth. Claw less
curved than in Persicolor. Lower part of the back and rump
dull black, obscurely glossed with greenish ; first quill nearly
as long as the two next: secondaries with mucronated tips,

01. Quisoavus inflexirostris:
. Bill siender, near
4 inch long; com-
missure curved; the
margins consider-
ably inflexed, apd T
not sinuated. Plu- ©
raage black, glossed with purple on the body, and
greenish on the wings. (fig. 52.) .
Inhabits ——— ? Mus. Nost. Liverpool Institution ,

Size and colour precisely like Q. lugubris 5 but the great
difference in their bills induces me t@ consider them quite dig-
tinct. In this, the bill is longer and much more slender, the
upper mandible and the commissurs more curved, but withoyt
any sinuosity at the marging, which are also much inflexed.

Erl

® The Quiscalus major of the American oriitholagists i sated to hay,
abil\ on'y ome Inch':qmluhu quarters from the angle of the mouth ; but
their deseriptions, in other TOspeets, are 0 defective, that it is impossible
10 determine its comparative characters with those here defined.
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62. Scarnmuna barita.

5

Bill 1% inch,g%
from the front. =
Plumage deep 255
black, glossed { s er=
with lilac pur- S
ple on the head “%5
and body. 5

Inhabits Bra-
zil. (fig. 58.a)

Total length
14 inches; bill
from the gape S
14 ; wings 7 ; L SR
tail, beyond, 21 ; base 6; tabsus 14;;,middle toe and claw the
same. '

63. ScApPnIDURA crassirostra.

‘Bill Tittle mgre than one inch from the front.
Plumage deep glossy black, without any other tint.
(fig. 58. b)

Inhabits Brazil. Mus. Nost. >

Total length 117; bill, from the gape 14; wingg 5; tail,
hc‘yond‘, 14; base 47; tarsus 1 ; middle toe and claw 344
Bill thicker and shorter than in the last. The black of the
plumage has ting® of dhlue, but there are no positive refiec-

tions: the casque is broader, but does not extend so far back

ou the forehead. >

o
64. ScoLecormAGus sericeus.

Bill thick, short, Plumage black, richly glossed with
purple, Tail even: wings more than f inches long.
Toterus Sericeus, Lich. Berlin Cat. .

o Inhabits Brazil. Mus. Nost.

General appearance 8f an Agilaius, but the culmen is not
attened, and the tip of the upper mandible is bent over the
under, as in Quiscalus, with which it would be associated, buts
for its flattened tail: both this and the next seem, therefore, to
“onnect Quiscalus to Scolecaphagus.  The wings hage a slight
greenish gloss, but that on the body is sich, uniform purple.
Total length 8 inches; bill, gape &3 Wings 47;; tail, beyond,

144 base 3; tarsus 1; inner toe rather shortest.

O
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L
65. Scorecormacus mingr.

Bill thick, short. Plumage black, richly glossed with
purple. Tail rounded : wings hardly 4 inches long.
Ieterus minor, Spix, pl. 63. f. 2,

Inhabits Brazil. ~

In structure and colour precisely resembling the last, of
which, but for its rounded tail, and much smaller size, I should
have thought it a variéty. Total length 6}inches; bill, gape
o3 Wwings hardly 4; tail, beyond, 1% base Siy; tarsus § 5
mner toe rather shortest,

¢
66. Bconecormacus Mezicanus.

Black, glossed with purple on the head and throat,
and with greenish on the rest of the plumage : base of
the undey mandible flattened: first quill longer than
the fourth. ( fig. 544, d) ’

Inhabits Mexico.

Rather larger than 8. ferruginus, but resembling it in ge-
neral structure.  Total length 9 inches; bill, from the gape
fg wings 5}; tail, base 4}; tarsus 1% middle toe and claw
15 hind ditto . In 8. ferruginus, the first quill is rather
shorter thad the fourth, the bill is not so strong, and the base
of the under mandible is rounded.

67. Ierenus tibialis.
“Black. Tail lengthened. Thighs and shoulder covers,
both above and beneath, pure yellow.
Inhabits Brazil. Mus. Nost.
Size and habit ®f 1. Cayenensis.® Total length 8} inches ;
bill straight, from thesgape Ji; front ;5 wings 81 ; tail, be.
yond, 2}; base 47; tarsus fi.

’ .

H8. Acrraius ruficollis.

Glossy black: front, crown, forepart of, the neck, apnd
breast, chestnut, ©

Inhabits the province of Pernambuco in Brazil : ex-
cessively rare. Mus. Nost. .

Total length 7 inches; Dbill, gape 7. ditto, frone .
wings 31: tail, beyond, 17%; ditto, base §; tarsus 1; mig

dle toe and claw 175 The second, third, and fourtl quilly

#* Zool. 1L ii. p, 22,
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longest and cun : tail rounded. Eurs and sides of the neck

. black.

60, Aceratus sulcirostris.

Entirely glossy black. Feathers of the head and neck
lanceolate : lores plumed : upper thandible slightly bent

A

ALy,

s :
at the tip; lower with oblique grooves at the base.
Spix, 64. f. 2.

Inhabits Brazil. L fig. 54.a) Mus. Nost.

Total length 9 inches; bill, gape #; wings 5; tail, be-
yond, 2; base 4; tarsus 14; hind toe and claw f5. This
seems to be the Zeterus unicolor of Lich. Berlin Cat.

70. Aceratus pustulatus.
Entirely glossy black. Feathers of the head laniceolase:
lores and base of the under mandible naked and warted.
Inhabits the plains in the interior of Bahis, Brazil.
(fig. 54, b) Mus. Nost.

71. Legistes or?oydm’.
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Al
yellow. Bill lengthened; the commissure sinuated, and
the tip slightly depressed. ( fig. 55.a)
Inhabits Brazil. @ ®
The Zanth. gasquet. and L. Suckii of anthors. Total length
10 inches ; bill, gape 48 ; frone 1453 wings nearly 53 tail
beyond 27;: base 4}; tarsus 1345 hind toe and claw 1,

72. Lgistrs brevirostris. 4

<

Brown : body beneath, lesser wing covers, and rump,
yellow. Bill short; culmen convex ; the tip of the upper
mandible slightly bent over the lower. (fig. 55.0)

Inhabits Brazil.

The Oriolus bicolor of the Paris Museum. Rather smaller
than the nei!, particularly in the length of the bill, whick only
measures ope inch from the gape : neither the culmen nor the tip
is depressed or ﬂaucned_ ¢ can it.possibly be a young bird of
the last? | y

73. Lgistes tenuirostris.
Olive brown: body beneath, apd first row of the
lesser wing covers, yellow : rump brown. Bill slender ;
the commissure not sinuated; the tip considerably

depressed. ( fio. 54. d)
Inhabits Brazil.

The Oriotus draco of the Paris Museum, Nearly the size of

the last ; but the bill is much more slender, the rump is olive
brown, the wings are more poigted, #ind fie tail less rounded ;
sides of the body, crest, thighs, and under tail covers, olive
brown. o . %

747 LEisTES niger.

Entirely glossy black, without reflections. Feathers.
of the head and neck pointed: bill 11 inch long:
51 inches. :

“Inhabits Chili. Mus. Nost. o

? 4
Total length about 10inches; bill, from the gape 115 fron,
the same; wings 5}; tail, beyond, 21: page 4%; tarsus ;.

.

hinder toe and claw 1. Bill very straight, much depressed, gy 4
advancing very far upon the forchead, nd

& 75. LEISTES unicoloy,
Mal~ entirely biack: female, above, dark rufous brown,

ings

4

N

o
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striped with black ; beneath, brownish buff. Bill small.
slender, ‘less than 1 inch long.
Inhabits Brazil. Mus. Nost.”?

Size not larger than dgelaius phaniceus. (fig. 54. d) Bill
Temarkably straight, slender, and latefally very acute ; but the
culmen jsflattened from the front, and the tip of the upper
mandible considerably depressed and obtuse. The maleis deep
black, but not glossed with any othertipt: the tail broad, and,
With the wings, more than usually rounded : it scems the an-
nectant species between Agelaiugand Lefstes, Total length 8
inches ; bil], base $; front % ; wings {3 the first and second
gnli!n?mdu;wd; tail, base nearly -; tarsas §5; hind toe and

=
76. MovoTaRUS brevirostris.
_Entirely black, slightly glossed with pl:rpl? blue.
i short, § inch long : wings little more than 4 inches.
Inhabits Brazil, Mus. Nost. { fig- 5%. ¢ ’

T?hl length 7§ inches; bill from the base, &3 from the

nostrilg . wings 44 ; tail, beyond, 1% ; base 3; tarsus, al-
most 15 middie: toe &3 hind“toe J. In size, and soraewhat
' SOlour, resembling Seol. seriews ; butthe bill is considerably

Ofter and thicker ; the tarsi and toes are shorter in length,
gf;w"'fo"gcr in structure: bill and feet darkbrown: wings
. whiu:';,'_""' Female entirely brown, paler beneats, with the chin

7. Proceus eristatus. i
Cr?]ack : crest, crqwn,gears, throat, and breast, crimson.
kt Wanting in the femalé.

Inhabits Western Africa. Mus. Par. (fig- 56a8)

'lolnl lonzﬂ; 5; incheg; hi“, from lsc gape ‘?6."4‘ dl."n

front % wings S4; tail, beyond, 1j; tarsus about &; hind
x
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toe and claw }3. Thisis the Malimbus cristatus of Vieillot,
who has mistaken the next species for the female: both sexes
are in the Paris Museuis.  The first quill is nearly balf as
long us the second : the black colour is inclined to brown :
the front and lores are black ; which colour spreads round the
eye, and forms a line at the base of the under mandible, and
the tip of the chin: claws fully curved. :

78. Proorus rubricollis.

Black : crown of the head, and uf)per part of the
neck, crimson.  Ois. Chant. pl. 43.

ML Vieillot descyibes this as the femnle of the above, and
refers to a specimen in his own collection : the sizes, we may
therefore presume, are the same, yet I have nover seen this.

79. Proceus niger. )
4 v . .

Entirely sooty black: wings and tail tinged with
brdwn. The first quill’ nearly half as long as the second.

Inhabits Western Africa? Paris Mus. (fig. 56. a)

Size of P. cristatus.,  Bill, from the gape  inch; ditto,
front I3 ; tail, beyond, 14; wings 3744 tarsus {55 hind toe
and claw ;. Bill black : legs pale brown.

,80. Proceus aurantius.

Orange y&ow, deepest and brightest on the head :
beck olive green : wing feathers blackish brown, mar-
gined with yellow. ( fig. 55.d)

Inhabits Western Africa, Paris Mus,

Total length 5} inches; bill, from the gape f; ditto, frone
§; wings, 3; tail veyond, 14; tarsus, i3 ; hind toe and claw
12. Claws fully curved ; second quill shorter than the third.
First spurious lores black : tail light dusky brown: ryp,
obscure orange yellow. J‘IG.Il'mbIM awuntivs, Vieil. Ois, Ch.
pl. 44. (The figa56. c, is P. icterocephalus ; see Vol. L p. 189,) |

81, Proceus personatus. &

Large. Above, olive green ; Seneath, yellow : fﬂ;m,
eyes, chin, and base of the ears enveloped in a hlack
hood, which descends in a nairow line on the throag,
Bill thick, arched above : tail rounded.

- Inh~bits ? Paris Mus. (fig, 56. ¢)

Toteh length abbut 6} inches; bill, from the rape 2 -

front & wig;s G tai%, beyond, 1}; tarsus ﬁ?lsmfu t’o:":::::i,
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claw £ Feathers of the back with a dusky central brovin
steipe : wing covers aud quills with pale yellowish edges: bill
black, strong, ang the culmen mord? curved than the onys :
the black mask which is in front of the head, includes tb‘v
eyes, but only half of the car feathers g legs brown : under tail
covers nearly white: tail rounded, coloured like the quills.
The first quill is nearly half as long as the second, the third
longest : claws large ;: ‘commissure sinuated.
> >

82. Proceus melanotis.

Small. Above, olive green’; benegth, yellow : front,
ears, chin, and halfway down the middle of the throat
enveloped in a black hood. Bill slender: tail even,

Inhabits ——? Paris Mus. ( fig. 56. f,79)

‘Total length about 4} inches ; bill, gape ; wings.‘lfa;
tail, beyond, £ ; tarsus}i; hind toe and claw - Exceedingly
like the last ; but the black in front does not include the eé;
it likewise spreads over the whole of the ear feathers, and de-
scends in a‘much broader stripe in front of the throat: the
bill is likewise differently formed, more regularly conic, and
the commissure not simunted : claws small : first quill small,

“spurious ; .second 1 shorter than the third. An aberrant spe-

cies, leading to Euplectes,

83. Prodevs flaviceps. ™"

Above, olive yellow, spotted with black : upper part
ofathe head, and plumage beneath, pure and bright
yellow: sides of she head and chin deep black, con-
tinued in & narrow stripe down the middle of the throat,
and beyond the breast. d

'llnhabits Senegambia, »

otal length 6} inches; bil ¢ front nearly it
same;. wingsgts}; Lil,sbeyc’md, 1l’; %':gm 1?h;g» base 24 ; tarsus
s middle toe and claw the same; binder 0790. {. Size ra-
ther larger than p, textor, but precisely of the same form and
Strécture.  The black patch which covers the ears, lores, and
chin, suddenly contracts 4nd forms a slender line, which is
continued beyond the breast,

. S4. Proceus cucullatus.

Above, olivaceous yellow ; beneath, pure yellow : the
whole of the head, ears, and fore piirt of theathroat
enveloped.in a black hoad.

- x 2
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Inhabits Senegambia,

Total length nearly 6 inches; bill, from the gape 43 ; from
the front {3 wings 2§} tail, beyond, 1}; base 27; tarsus,
4§ 3 hind toe and claw }3; middle ditto {}, Structure of P. |
textor, but smaller : the black hood forms a narrow rounded
lappet in front of the throat, and reaches as far as the breast,

85. Proceus ruficeps.

Above, olivaceous yellow ; beneath, pure yellow :
crown of the head, angd fore part of the throat, rufous:
chin, ears, and frcntal line, black.

Inhabits Senegambia.

Total length, about 5 inches; bill, gape, %; wings 24
tail, buse nearly 2; tarsus §; middle toe and claw f ; hinder
ditto {i; inner toe rathier shortest,  Structure of the last, but

chsmaller. The yellow adjoining the black on thebead is

& pure, and like that of the under plumage; and there is
a slight tinge of rufous on the middle of the throat.
86. Proceus erythrocephalus.

Head, neck, breast, and upper tail covers, crimson :

S o - % -
. —_ P < -2

= d Oy !

back brownish olive, striped with Wiack : body, beneath,
pale olive: witig covers tipt with white,

Inhabits the Isle Mauritius. PL Enl. 665.? Brown,
1L 28. 2 (fig. 57.1) “

Total length about 5 inches; bill, gape & 5 wings 2} 5 tail,
beyond, f; ditto, base 135 tarsus f; ; hind toe and claw i,
know not whether to arrange this bird as a Ploceus or a Ey.
plectes = in structure it decidedly agrees the most with Ploceus,
both it the bill, wings, and feet; buf'in habit, size, and cast
of coloaring, it resembles the next species, which is a true Eu.
plectes. Bill lengthened, conic, much compressed ; commissure
not sinuated : tail even ; the first quill short, spurious ; second
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shorter than the third ; circle round the eyes, and the lores,
black : wings blackish ; tips of the greater covers with an ob-
solete white band, and a broader on® on those of the lesser
covers = bill black : legs paler: claws broad, short, and well
curved. o

g 87. EvrLEctes rubra.

Body entirely scarlet: feathers of the back striped
withe black : wings and tail blackp with pale yellowish
edees. ((fig. 57. b) )

Inhabits Madagascar. PL EM. 154 f. 2.

Size of the last ; but the bill is short, thick, and perfectly
conic; the commissure being distinetly sipunled. Feet re-
sembling those of Ploceus : first quill featheér minute, the
third and fourth longest : tail rounded, subdivaricated ; the
feathers narrow and pointed : feet more slender. 4 Lores and
stripe behind the eye, black. This is the Emberyzn r:*w
of Gmelin; the former is the Frintille crythrocephala ; #d
both have been confounded by Cuvier and other writers as
one specics,

88. Euvenecres albirostris.

Head, neck, and bill white, with a bright yellow sub-
crested crown : plumage, above, greyish brown ; beneath,
white : breast with a broad black collar. »

Inhabits India. Mus. Nost. (fig. 57. a, d)._

_ Form typical. Total length almost 57 inches ; bill, £8P0 153
ditto, front & ; win 2y tail, beyond, 17;; tarsus ;5 hind
toe and claw 7 ; lhﬂlaw only &. Excepting the short bright
Yellow crest, which covers the crown, the whole of the head,
nape, ears, and upper part of the throat, are white: on the
breast is a broad black collar, half an ipch deep, which termi-
nates with having white edges to the feaihers : upper plumag
8rey; the feathers of the wings and back darkest in the mid-
dle; the quills' and covers being margived with yellowish
white; from the breast dosenwards the plumage is also white,
tinged with grey on the flanks. Feet Inrge : claws long and
slender: the first quill migute, the second longest : bill large,
Compressed ; the commissure searcely sinuated. Edwards, pl. 159,

89. Everiores lepidus.®
Flanks with a Blackish patch, the feathers of which
o
* 1 can seo nothing in the stru. this bird to induce me to consiger
itotherwise than as a‘té’weu w'f.','.'?fz-'; cies, rhsu:h is itselfa s(.bzfcm'u,
n

of which almost every known species varies somewhat in the size aud form
r lhc. bil, but never in thowe of the wings and

x3
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are margined with whitish: chin black : plumage,

above, drab brown: the margins of all the feathers,

and the whole of the dnder parts, palegisabella.
Inhabits South Africa. Paris Mus. ( fig.57. ¢)

3 .
Form typical. Bill and legs yery pale: there is a large &

patch of black upon the throat, and.a narrow line of the same
colour between the eye and the chin, close to the base of the
bill; the patch of blackish brown is on the side of the body ;
and the sharp white edges of the feathers which it covers, gives
them & scale-like nppca,uce: the commissure is sinuated.
Size of a sparrow. Potal length about 5 inches; bill, gape ¥
wings 8; tail, beyond, {; ; tarsus .
. 0. Everecres flaviceps.

Crown of the head bright yellow : sides, ears, and
chin, brownish black : upper plumage blackish, varied
with ferruginous: Breast and flanks fulvous brown,
striped with black. ©

‘Inhabits India. Mus. Nost. (fig. 57.¢)

Form typical. Total length 5 inches§ bill, gape §; wings
245 tail, beyond, 1y; tarsus %3 hind toe and claw .  Bill
strong, thick, The brown of the chin extends half way down
the throat; the remaining portion; the breast, and the sides of
the body, and also the rump, are light ferruginous, narrow]
striped Swith black : middle of the body almost white : quill*
and tail dark brown, with pale edges: bill black : legs, pale,
Tertials almost as long as the quills; clags long, veryslender,

01. Euvrrrores Philippensis. S

Fore part of the head, ears, and chin, blackish broyy, .
crown, throat, and cbreast, pure yellow: body, bey) 2
and margin of the wing feathers, w‘{nte: nape and neck,.
above, yéllow ;. the feathers brown in the middle,

This is the Jroxia Philippina of authors ; the above deserip.
tion being taken from its figure on PL Enl. P35. f. 2. Tpay;,
is correct, the spevies differs both f‘b_m our Ploceus Personatys
and melanotis, by baving the crown bright yellow, and the body,
beneath, white, not yellow. :

02, EupLecTes aurindtus,
¢

Hedll, neck, gnd body, beneath, deep black: hagy
golderf’ yellow : wings brown; the covers spotted with
black, and tipt with white : bill black : legs pale.

o

\

~
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Inhabits Benguela and Western Africa,

Size of Eupléctes flaviceps, The above specific character I
have taken from Brown's fllust. pl. 25, f. 1. ; the figureis so
characteristic of this genus, that I have no hesitation in thus
designating it, although 1 have never yet seen the specics,
Tha above descriptions, with those in the two volumes of
Western African birds, will include all the species T have yet

seen of these two gencra. Y

93. TacnvenoNus phanicius.

Glossy black: shoulder coverd rich orange, margined
with white, 2

Inhabits ~? In the collection of Mr. Horsfield,
of Everton, near Liverpool, who believes it tame from
Fernando Po, on the African coast. 2

Size of T, cristatus. ~ Bill almost J; inch; wings 2 ; tail,
from the base 3, Form and structure strictly typical. Bill,
above, black ; beneath, whitish at the base : inner wing covers,
and base of the quills, pure white. The fourth quill the longest,
third and fifth equal ;_tail rounded. I this is truly African,
it is a solitary exception to the strict geographic range of the
whole family of tanagers.

04. Prerivo personata. *

Above, dark cinereous; be.
neath, rufous: middle of the
body, and tip ofSthesouter tail
feather, white: eyes, ears, and
'Orqs included in a black fillet,
which is margined above and be- *
low by a stripe of white.
Inhabits Brazil. 'Mus. Nost. (fig-G5.) .

Total Iength 5} inches ; bi . wings 24 tail, be-
yand, 2; "fg:h 2&*: uii ',;,.b'lxlr'oﬂpfygiul. Size small. Bill
m'fd‘ : legs pale: under il covers pale buff': the upper white
stripe begins at the nostrils, and ends at the nape, where it is
'lnged with huff,

95. Prptrro superciliosa.

Above, cinereous: ‘rump and plumage beneathprufous:
throat and breast pale fulvous: middle of the body,
ends of the lateral tail feathers, and longitudinal stripe

x 4
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.

on the wings, white: above the &
eye a whitish st!'ipc':‘J margined
ahove by a black one.
Inhabits near Corjtiva, South
Brazil. Mus. Nost. (fig. 59.)
Size of asparrow. Form typical. ’
Bill horn colour: Jegs, pale. Total length nearly 6inchas
bill, front f; wings &% ; tail, beyond, 1% ; ditto, bale 93
tarsus 5 ; hind toe and claw ;. The white stripe on the wings
borders the external Ygebs of the fourth and fifth quills,

06. Preiuso rufitorques.

Above, cinereous; beneath, @
white ; collar on the throat, and
sides of the body, rufous: lores
and line beneath the eye black: :
base of the outer quills white. Q &
Bill entire : tail almost even, q

Inhabits South Brazil. Mus. Nost. (fig. 60.)

Form aberrant, Size of the black-cap warbler, Tomlleng(h
4finches; bill, in front f; wings 24; tail, beyond, 1; ditto,
base, 2§ ; tarsus 5 hind toe and claw §.  This is evidently an

» aberrant species, having the tip of tho upper mandible per-
fectly entire, and the tail almost even, without any white u¢
lho—lipg of the lateral feathers :  the rufous collar is rather ot
the base of the throat than upon the breast: the third and
fourth quills are !’qunl, and longest; fnd e first much shorter
than the second: the stripe beneath the eye passes to the ears
and encloses a whiss spot beneath the eye: the rufous of ghé
collar is extended, on eagh side, down the sides of the breast ang
body ; and there is a faint olive tinge on the back. In the
twh last species, the claws are more‘cmvcd than in the larger
typical species, .~

J7. Lrveorveis ruficollis.,

Above, black ; beneath, cregm colour: chin ax?d

throat buff or rufous : lower part of the back, band on
. the lesser wing covers, and spot 2t the base of the quills,
white : flanks and under tail covers sometimes tinged

with rufpus, .
Inhabits the interior of Bahia, Brazil. Mus, Nost,

Total length 6} inches; Dbill, from the gape &; wings
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3% tail, beyond, 14; ditto, from the base 3 ; tarsus /5 ; mid-
dle toe and claw §; hind ditto . Frontal feathers rather
stiff or setaceous. and sides of the neck black: the band
or spot of white upon the wing covers is very large and con=
spicuous, but does not extend quite across; and that upon the
outer base of the primary quills is confined to the fourth,
fifth, sixth, seventh, and cighth. The upper tail covers, and
the tail, are black ; but the shaft of the outermaost feather, and
also‘its internel tip, are white. In sopne specimens the rufous
on the throat is much paler than in others, so as to become of
a buff orange. .
08. TaxacrELLA multicolor.

Bill slender, lengthened. il
Plumage, above, black ;  be-
neath, varied : ears, chin, side _

of the head, and lesser wing

covers, shining blue green:
rump and frontal spot golden :
belly and vent rufous: breast and flanks cinereous
white : throat with a black collar: upper tail covers
blue green. Motaciila velia? Gmelin. (fig. 61.)
Inhabits, in abundauce, the forests of Urupé, near
Bahia, Brazil: rare in pther parts, |
Total Jength 5} inches; bill, from the gape 3j; ditto, ¥
front §; wings 2% ; tail, beyond, 1 ; ditto, base 2} 5 tarsus e
The mixture of rich colours in this beautiful bird renders its
accurate descriptionvery difficult; some of the feathers which
form the black collar are tipt'with cinercous, while the lower
part of the back seems as if it wasgildcd. & '

00. TANAGRA seripptéra.,

Light cinereous green : back and scapulars darker :
quills and tail blue green: shoulder_nnd lesser wing
covers silky white, tinged with violet. ~,

o Inhabits gurdens and cultivated tracts in Demerara.

Total length 6} inched ; bill, gape 3 owings 8}; tail, be-
yond, 14 ; base 27, ; tarsus f. This is one of the small group
composing the bishop fanagers: it is immedintely distin-
guished from episcopus, inornatd calestes, and ornata, and
one or two more of the same section, by the very peculiar co-
lour of the lesser wing covers, which are violet white,delicately
tinged round their edges with violet blue,” Both sexe), sent by
Mr. Schomburgh, are coloured alike:
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100. Lerroxyx melanotis.
Above, sparrow brown, varied o

with blackish stripes on the head,
grey on the neck, and rufous on
the back; beneath, white, im-
maculate: ear feathers very large, ,
spreading, and black : sides of the
head with a broad white band:

* .under wing covers, and margin of the wings, bright yel-

low: tail feathers nasrow, black, tipt with white, (fig.62.)

Inhabits the plains of South Brazil. Mus, Nost,

Size rather less than o sparrow.  Total length 5] inches;
bill, in front f; ditto, gape {; wings 24;; tarsus & ; hind
toe and claw lf; middle ditto . Upper mandible brown ;
lower, pale buff: front and crown black, mixed with grey, and
with rufous on the nape = neck and its sides almost entirely
grey : rest of the upper feathers dark rufous in the middle -
wings, towards their outer edge, strongly tinged with yellow :
legs pale.

. 101. AmmorHILA supergiliosa.

Above, sparrow brown, striped with black ; beneath,
cinereous grey :* eye stripe and chin whiu; : lores and
lower border of the eye black : crown dark chestnut®

>

with a paler centril stripe. (fig- 03. ¢, f, g)

Inhabits Mexico. Mus. Nost.

Total length 7 inches ; bill; gape {;; front the same ; wings
9{h; tail, beyond, 2; base 3 ; tarsus %3 hind toe and claw Yo
All the feathers above striped with black in the middle: the
eye stripesis yery broad and cream coloured, beginning at the -
nostrils and passing beyond the ears; these latter are blackish,
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with white lines: tail feathers narrow, black in the middle;
the centre pair with transverse blackish lines: bill deep black ;
legs pale, ; 3

' 102. Arsopmiza rufescens.

Above, rufous brown, unspotéed ; beneath, greyish
white : erown rufous, bordered by a black line: sides ot
the head and eye atripé grey : the chin and upper part
of fthe earsare each margined with a black line. ( fig.
63. d) v

Inhabits Mexico. Mus. Nost.

Size of the last. Bill, gape {yinch: wings Qf,; tail, beyond,
14,; base 8; tarsus nearly 1; hind toe and ciaw 5. Upper
‘plumage without spots : tail and lesser quills entirely rufous ;
bot not of <o deep a tinge as that on the crown, which is lfor-
dered by a line of deop black : over the eye is abroad stripe,
beginning at the nostrils, swhere it is white; but it changes
beyond the eve into clear grey: upper mandible black, lower
pale: feet light: flanks drab brown. d

108. FriNGiunarta rufi.

Head and chin®grey, with three white and two black
stripes on each side ; crown black, with an obscure paler
stripe down the middle: upper plumage and wing
covers rufous hrown, varied with black ; under plumages
and quills rufous, unspotted. (fig. 63. a)

) Inhabits Africa? Mus. Nost.

Total Jength 51%inctis; bill, gape §; wings 283 tail, be-

yond, 145 ditto, base 21 ; tarsus J. »

>

104, FriNGILLARIA viltata.

Above, grey, striped with blatk ; beneath, cinereous
grey : sides of thg head with two white and two b.llck
stripes: wing covers rufous: quills and tail blackish :
Ehm and under tail covers whitish. (fig. 63. ¢)

“ Inhabits South Africa. Mus. Nost. o

Size of a sparrow. Total length 6 inches ; bill, gape b ; wings
24y 5 tail, beyond, 17, ; ditto, base 2755 tarsus . Bill very conic ;
the two mandibles nearl§ equal : middle of the crown with an,
obsolete grey line; the black stripes, being thickest on the
sides: under wing covers and cdge of the shoulders white :

* cdge of the outermost tail feather dirty white: lesser wing

covers pure rufous; greater, with thgir cenm;#_uk : Teet black-
ish, rather strong,
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105. FRINGILLARIA anthoides.

Coloured like a lark: above, isabella, striped with
brown ; beneath, paler and immaculate ? above the eye,
and beneath the ears, a pale stripe: outer edge of the
secondaries, and inner edge of all the quills, rufous: a
dark stripe behind the eye. ( fig: 63. b)

Inhabits South Afiica.  Mus, Nost, M

Form aberrant. Lowér mandible and feet pale: inner
toc shorter than the outer: four first quills almost equal
throat inclining to dysky white : breast of a darker isabella
colour than the body= belly and vent almost white; wings and
tail brown 3 the latter quite even. i

v 106. Acronmroma bistriata. .

Earthen brown, varied wich deep fulvous: beneath,
whitish: Preast striped: on each side the chin, two
black maxillary stripes® Hind elaw shorter than its toe,
and moderately curved.

Inhabits Tasmania, Mr. Humphrey, Mus. Nost,

Total length 6} inches; bill, from the gape J; wings 8 ; tail,
beyond, 1} 3 tarsus 5 hind toe and claw 4. Lores and eye-
brows whitish : ears light fulvons brown, bordered above and
below with a black stripe, and beloy the lower one is another :

+two outer tail feathers white, with & black band along their

inner ma*gins. A

o 107." Acroproma Australis. x

Earthen brown, varied with lightglvous: beneath,
whitigh : breast striped: 6n each side the chin a
single maxillary hlack stripe. Hind claw longer than its
toe, and nearly strilight.

Inhabits Australia or Tasmania? Mus. Nost.

otal length 64 inches; bill, from the® gape §; wings S8 :
tail, bcyonf.h‘a sebase 2§; tarsus 1; hind toe and claw &
Closely resembling the last; but there is no second black
stripe below the ears, the fulvous ground of tite plumage io
much paler, and allsthe claws are mudh less curved.
108. PyrruvnAupa Australiv.  Smith.

« Head, ears, throat, aud all the® under plumage, deep
black: back, wing covers, tertials, and rump, light
earthen lrown, or isabella: the feathers darker in the
middle :equills and®tail black ; the two middle feathers *
of the latter light browf. .

Ll
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Inhabits South Africa.

Total length 5 inches; bill, front {4; wings ; tail,
beyond, 14y 3 ditto, base 2 : tarsus {L; linder toe and claw ;3
middle ditto f. Bill small : wings much lengthened : anterior
toes very small and short: all the claws nearly straight: the
black on the erown and ears graduatcs into the brown of the
neck: spurious quill § inch long. P.melanosoma, Class, of
Birds, ii. 204,

M 109. Crrruacra mificauda

Head grey, with two white lines beneath the eye, and
a larger one above : upper plumage igabella, striped with
brown: berfeath, whitish: quills black # tail bright rufous.

Inhabits South Africa. Mus. Nost.

Total length 4 inches ; bill, gape f; wings 25 tail, be-
yond, 1} ditto, base 1%; mrsusj This is a most extraor-
dinary bird, having all the ouiward aspect of a Pyfrkulanda, in
regard to colour, but with the real stgucture of Crithagre ; this
affinity being manifested by the bill sud feet. The tertials
are not lengthened ; and the hind toe and claw is scarcely
shorter than the tarsus.  In its grey head, and rufous tuil, it
shows its analogy toeDasyeephale, and all those groups simi-
larly coloured ¢ the wing covers are rufous;, but not so bright
as the tail ; and the base of the lesser covers are black : the
rump and upper covers are, like the tail, the feathers of which
#re more or less marked with a Tongitudinal black stripe at the
end of the shaft: the bill and feet are pale.

110. CriTnaGrA canicollis.

Back of the #ead, neck, sides of the throat, and
breast, light cinereous : back, ramp, and morgins of the
wing and tail feathers, yellow-olive x front, chin, and
under plumage, yellow : belly and vent white.

Inhabits Africa. Mus. Nost. ¢

Total length 5§ inches; bill, base 15 wings 35 tail, be-
yond, f; ditto, base 21 ; depth of the fork ¢ ; tirsus % 5 hind
t9e and claw 41, Fore part of the entire head, as far as the
ears, dingy but glossy ygllow, graduating joto the elear cine-
reous, which extends from the nape to the intm-smsulan, and
round to the sides of the throat and breast: Jores dusky : the
yellow of the breast bocomes brighter as it d.am:end:, and leaves
the belly and thigim white : edges of. the quill and tail feathers

~

_bright yellow, Clawe long, and very slender. ¥

111. Criruacra strigilata. a
Aboves greyish olive, striped fwith dusty : rump and

)

v
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-
tail covers greenish yellow : sides of the head grey
brown, with two whitish stripes — one above the eyes,
the other beneath the ecars: body benegth, with dusky
stripes : belly white : inner wing covers yellow.

Inhabits South Afi¢ca. Mus. Nost.

Size of C. canicollis,  Although I have two specimens of
this obscurely coloured species, apparently male and female,
I do not feel sure that egher are in very perfect plumage. 5t is,
however, quite distinguished, as a species, by the white longi-
tudinal bands on the sides of the head, and thebrown stripes on
the under plumage : @ie ground colourof this latter is (in one
sex) grey yellow, whitish only on the throat and'vent ; in the
other it is white, with the brown stripes smaller and much
darker. a

112. CritaAcrA bistrigata.

Above, Bright rufous ; beneath, white : head, throat,
and stripe on each sRle of the breast, deep black :
wings black : tail rufous.

Inhabits South Africa. Mus. Nost.

Size of C. ruficauda; but the bWl is proportionally
much larger, which precludes the idea of these two being
different sexes.  Total length 4] inches; bill, gape g‘,; wings
2453 tail, from the base 2; tarsus i middle toe and claw f;

e hinder ditto f.. *This, like C. ruficauda, is disguised in the
plumageepl Pyrriwlauda. The sides of the neck are pure
whiee, which forms a sort of collar half round the nape : the
black of the throat descends to the breast, and then is divided
into stripes, which branch off obliquelPto tit flanks: the quills
and part of the covers are deep black: under tail covers and
thighs tinged with n&fousz bill pale : claws brown.

1d3. CwmiTnAGRA canaria.
“Above, grey, with darker spots: face, throat, breast,
shoulders, and rump, yellow : tail distinctly forked,

Inhabits Madéira.

Total length 5% inches ; bill, gape §; wing o tail, b
yond, 14 ; ditto, base 2755 tarsus 4f; ;@hind toe and claw {o
middle ditto §}.  Sir W. Jardine obligzed me with a native
specinen of this bird, to which I haw thought it preferable to
“retain the name by which it is s0 universally known in a
domesticated state, paniculnrly_ as Linnwus expressly states the
F. butyraoea is a native of India. g

L]
e 114. CruTiAGRA fava.
Above, gréen: frontal band. spot on the ears, and al)
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the under plumage, bright yellow; immaculate. Tarsi
rather lengthened. ¢

Inhabits Sough Africa. Mus. Nost.

Total length 67 inches ; bill, gape 115 wings 3 tail, be-
yond, 1&; ditto, base 2; tarsus 39 hind to¢ and claw 4.
Size of C, strigilata. There are a few dusky stripes on the rich
and full yellowish green plumage of the upper parts: the sides
of the head are green, with an interrupted maxillary stripe of
yellow ; while the yellow frontal band % extended oyer the eves
and ears: wings and tail brown ; the latter almost even.

115, CrrraacrA SELBIL Smith,*

Cinereous grey, striped above, and immaculate be-
neath: rump yellow : middle of the throat, belly, and
vent, white : sides of the head striped. TH. of Orn.
109. f. 2.

Inhabits South Africa, Dr. Burchell. Smith.
Size of g sparrow. Total length 53-8 inches ; bill, large, thick,
\ inch from the gape; wings S¢;; tail, beyond, 5 ; ditto, base
2} ; tarsus §; hind toe and claw §.  Stripes on the crown, and
spots on the back, dark brown : wing and tail feathers blackish
brown, edged with fight grey : the stripe above the eye; a
small spot beneath it; and another, divided into two, heneath
the ears ; are all white. On comparing this with the C. sulphi-
rala, | cannot but view it asa distinct spacies. The tail is
short, and almost even. e g
116. PyrexEestes frontalis. .
Dark chestnut brown : :
front, and spot %on Ythe .
wings, purewhite (male) :
under plumage, in the
female, whitish, striped
with brown: frontal spots
obsolete. ( fig, 64.)
Inhabits  Southern R
africa, Dr. Burchell’s Coll. No. 410,
Lotal length about 7 Thehies ; bill, gape %3 wings 3 tail % 5
from the base §; tarsus hardly 1; hind toe and claw &,
This remarkable species diffors from that + which I have consi- ,
derel the type of this subgenus, in baving the culmen curved ;
yet, as the bill is perfectly entire, and the whole structure of
* Since the above was ] has 3
‘?;‘-“ﬁﬂ':i;h, :.ml l:mﬂ l:ﬂ ;.':3:.'::":’ o‘zr m Memlm’l:‘:’ tz’c
el :.N mirtf;d. cinerea, by which | deffignated it in & former volume,
t Pyrenestes sanguineus, Birds of W. AL i, pl 9.

5
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the bird, in other respects, is strictly the same, Y consider it as an
aberrant species, assuming the arched culmen of Coccolborus.

117. SrugcoTHERES canicollis.

Olive: chin, netk, and breast, cinerebus ; crown and
ears, glossy black ; mdddle of the body, and half of the
outer tail feather, white.

Inhabits Australia. Mus. Ndst.

Total length 10 inchgs; bill, gape, 14; front §; wings 6;
tail, beyond, 1); base 4}; tarsus {5  Lores and sides of the
head, naked ; nofeathers between the billand ears: bill strong
and black : legs verygale. The crown and front is deep glossy
black, which extend® to the ears, and then blends into a dark
uniform cinereous, which spreads over the neck, chin, and
throat ; blewding unto the olive green on the breast and flanks :
the middle of the body, from the breast to the under tail covers,
is cream colgured white; all the quill feathers are black, but
the greater have a narrow cinereows border, and the rest are
broadly margined with tife olive green of the upper plumage.
The tail is olive brown, changing to cinercous upon the outer
feathers ; but the last of all is white, excepting the basal half
of the inner web, which is deep black. In the female, or young
bird, the chin and middle of the throat ahd breast are varied
with white ; the crown is brown, and the white on the belly
more pure. The true S, viridis is described in Linn. Tr. xv. 215.,
and figured in the Atlas to Quoy ntd Gaimard, Vay. pl. a1.

= 118. Acarornis cyanopterus.
Tireen : wings blue ; the ends of the primary quills;

the middle of the lesser covers, ang thgscapulars, green :*

lower part of the back, rump, ind inner wing covers, blue,
Female entirely green. Psiltacus pusserinus of Authors.

Inhabits Brazill -, '

Difirs from the P. passerinus of Authors *, in having the
quills and all tieinner wing covers blue. Total length 4}
inches; wingg 8}, as long as the tail.

119. AcarorNis Guianensis,

Green : spurious quills and iuner wing covets amé-
thystine blue: outer margin of théslioulders light green:
greater wing covers tinged with bluish, "Female entirely
green, P. Capensis, Auct. PL Enl. 455, f. 1,

The smallest parrot of Demerars, where it is found in Jarge
flocks.  Size of the last.. E

-
y 120. Coxuvnus chrysophrys,
Green : circle round” the orbits, and lower part of the
* Founded on Edwards, pl. 233,

S
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belly, golden yellow : front, ears, throat, and breast,
drab or fulvous brown : body, beneath, greenish yellow.

Inhabits thesinterior of Guiafa. . Mr. Schomburgh.

" Total length 8 inches; bill, gape % ; wings 53&; tail,
heyond, 2; ?ﬁtto, {m«c 43, 8ape % o2 %

3 121. Ce~rtropus Burchellii.

Above, cinereous; beneath, whitish: crown, nape,
and ears, black : feathers of the neck and interscapulars
with a central white stripe, margined with black : rump
and upper tail covers transversely Iiheated with greyish
white and black ; tail black, tipt with white; the feathers
lineated at their base. .

Inhabits Routh Africa. Dr. Burchell’s Coll. 412.

Total length about 18 inches; bill, gape 14 ; wings 7 tail,
beyond, 55 from the base 9; tarsusyl b ; hind toe and claw
I Closely resembles C Senegalensis ; but is rather larger,
and distinguished by the white stripes and the narrow bars on
the upper plumage: the shafts of the neck feathers are re-
markably thick. o
122.  Crorormaca lavi-

rostra.

Entirely black : feathers of
+ the body ‘with a slight ‘mar-
ginal gloss. Bill with the cul- =72
men smooth. (fig, 65, a)

Inhabits Brg& A .

. Total lepgth about M% inches ;
Pill, from the gape 1, wings 6 ; -
tail, beyond, about 453 tarsus 18, —
123. ° Croropnacs rugi- -

%0 rostra. i

Entirely black : feathers of
‘bf" body witk glossy margins.
S'n Wi!rhse]the culmen add sides

ansye wrinkl .
GE) s (e

Inhabits Southern Brazil.

A slight degree smaler than the
last, 'The sexes are similar, and
both have been hitherto con-
founded as one specics.

)
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.

124. Crororuaca sulcirostra.

Entirely black : fe.;:f\.hem of the body with glossy
margins. Bill with the sides longitudinally grooved.
ﬁg. 65. C) .

Inhabits Mexico. Mus. Nost.

Smaller than the last. 1 introduce this species merely for
the purpose of comparison with the two others ; although it
was described in my Synopsis of Mexican Birds, near three
years before M. Lesson called it C. Casasii.

1252 Bucco chrysoptera.

Above, black, striped with
yellow ; .beneath, yellowish
white : frontlet crimson : chin
yellow : egrs black, margined
with white : wing cowers, and
margins of the lesser quills,
golden yellow. (fig. 66.)

Inhabits South Africa. Dr. Burchell’s Coll. 332, m.

Size very,small. Total length 4} inches; bill, from the front,
hardly 1; wings 2f; tail, beyond, 1; ditto, base 11; tarsus
fy-—0bs. Rather larger than B. chrysocomus : the yellow stripes

on the back are only bn one side of each feather.
-
. 126. Gropares brevicauda.

Ferruginous above ; paler beneath: breast with
darker shades and obsolete brown'striffes : wings rufous ;
primary quills, with the base, tips, and band in the
middle, black; secondaries brighter rufous, with a broad
black band béfore the tips: inner wing covers bright
rifous : tail with a black band. ‘

Inhabits Southern Brazil. Very rare. Mus. Nost.

Small. Resenibling an Anthus, or Furnarius, ‘Tertial quills
blackish brown, paler on the margins. Crown and ears dafx :
chin, lores, and cye stripe, whitish #'legs pale. ~ Total length
4f inches; bill, from the gape {5+ Wings 3, as long as the tail;
tail, from the base 14;; tarsus #53 hiad toe and claw  ; middle
ditto almost 7.

« 127. TaryorHorvs genibarbis.

Abdve, rufous : sides of the head black : stripe over
the eye, and another at the base of the lower jaw,
white: chin snowy, bordered by a black line, gradually

v
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changing on the throat to pale fulvous, and on the body
and vent to rufous: wings unspotted: tail dusky,
banded with bluck. 3

Inhabits Brazil. Rare. Mus. Nost.

Size of T\ rutilus. Total length 5] inches ; bill thick, strong,
13 ditto, from the nostril f; wings 21; tarsus ¥s; tail, base
2 Wing covers unspotted : a few obscure transverse lines
on the tertial quills; fourth, fifth, afd sixth quills longest :
lores black: the maxillary stripe is white, bordered beneath
by a deep black line: ears striped with \:hite-

128. Prarvurus niger.
Entirely sooty black. Tail short. :
Inhabits Chili. Mr. William Hooker’s Collection.
_Size of a wren. Total length about 4 inches ; ill, gape 4;
Wwings2; il short, almosthid by ity covers, and about 1 inch
from the base; tarsus 53 hind toe” and claw §. Feet pale:
bill black.
] 129. Grositra anthoides.

Dark brown abéve ; paler beneath : chin and upper
tail covers dull white: breast with blackish stripes :
lesser quills ferruginous, with a black central band.

Inhabits Chili.  Mr, W. Hooker's Collection.

Total length 6 inches; bill, front 5 wings 8} ; tail, beyopd,
§; tarsus #; hind toe 4 its claw .. Bill much rounded
above: the under pimnngc is uniform cream colour, \N’hl(‘h. is
only broken by dusky stripes, 2s in the larks (one on each side
each feather), upon the breast: lateral tail feathers black, but
ferruginous at their base; lesser quills ferrufrinous, with a broad

dackish band towards their middle ; she greaser quills f”":"'
&nous only on their inner shafts ; tertinls nearly as long us the

Primaries ; outer tail feather edged with white: bill and legs
brown, §1% e

2 130. Desprormina flavipes.

I_iill and feet yellows: upper plumage cerulean blue,
varied with black ; Iower, from the chin to the body,
pure white : crown, ears, nape, and belly, deep black.

Inhabits India.  Mus, Nost.

Total length nearly 5 inches; bill, gape ;5 Winga 95 tail,
base 13; hind toe nnd claw % 5 middle tof and elaw the same.
This is a most beautiful bird, = The greater covers of the
wings are deep black, with » long oval stripe or spot of pale

v 2
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blue in the middle, extending their whole length; and the
quills are black, broadly edged with the same tint of blue; the
lateral tail feathers'are Viack, tipt with blu ; and the upper
and under tail covers entirely blue: the bill and feet seem
to be pure yellow; the former tipt with black. I conclude
this may be the Sitta carules, slightly indicated in the Traité
d'Orn. ; 8 name I do not adopt, because Bhue is the prevalent
colour of the whole division. 4 2
131. Oxyurvus ornatus, .

Above, brown ; beneath, white : greater wing covers
black, tipt with white : quills and tail black, varied with
rufous,  Synallaxis Tupinieri ? Lesson, Voy. 29,

Inhabits, Chili. Mr. W. J. Hooker’s Collection.

Total length 5 inches ; bill, front g 5 wings 2% ; tail, beyond,
14; ditto, base 21 ; tarsus §.  Middle of the head, crown, and
nape, black, bordered by » broad stripe of buff' on each side,
which meet in front of the nostrils : lores black : the buff stripe
is bordered by another of deep black, which includes the cars,
and extends nearly down the sides of the neck : fore part of
the back brown, changing to bright rufoss on the rump and
tail covers: wings black ; Tesser covers tipt with dull buff <
the greater with a spot of pure white : spurious wings deep
black : greater quills with an oblique bar of rufous ; lesser
with another bar, much paler, more buff-coloured, and nearer
to the ti s : scapular covers edged with buff at their base:
taii black, with broad tips of rufous : scapular feathers near
the base of the wing brown, with a black border : under
plumage pure white from the throat t'the breast, beyvond which
it changes into fulvous, which is darkest on the under tail
covers, — Obs, Ttz Sylviu spinicauda of Authors ® seems 1o
be a second species of* this genus, which is obviously between
Certhia and Dendrocolaples,  The feet perfectly resemble the
latter,

122. FurNarius melanatis,

Above, rufous; beneath, whitish: crown and ears
blackish brown : first and second Quills internally rufous,
crossed with three black bands: spurious wings and tail
rufous, unspotted : feet black.

Inhabits theinterior plains of Bahia, Brazil, Mus, Nost.

General size and structure of F, lewcopus, but rather
smaller.  Above the eye and ears a broad fulvous white stripe,
which a:most meet on the nape : secondary quills with a black

* Latham. Syn. pA. 52, 1 have Just procured arathes species,

”
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internal spot in the middle: the third, fourth, and fifth quills
‘equal, and not longer than the tertials.
183. FurNARIUS Bucopus.

Above,  rufous :
throat, and body be-
neath, white : top of
the crown, and nape,
blatkish brown: breast
rufousiwhite: spurious
wings and first quill
feather entirely black:
feet very pale, almost o )
white. ( fig. 67.'a) e

Inhabits Guiana, where it frequents the sides of rivers.

Total length 6} inches; +bill, front 5 ; ditto, gape 1; wings
37; tail, beyond, 14;; ditto, base 27 tarsus 1; hind toe
and claw J.  The F. rufus of Brazil, but rather smaller : bill
straigliter. Greater quills blackish, with an oblong rufous band,
and rather longer than the tertials: ears, above, dark. The
wings are much rounded, so that the fifth quill is the longest,

134. FurxNArius griseus.

Above, grey brown  varied with tyansverse darker
shades on the wings ; beneath, white: crown and nape '
black : above the eye a white stripe, borderéd belov: by
a black one: tail black, with a white band before the tip.

Inhabits the $hyarthahs of Guiana. (fig. 67. )

Total length 8}inches; bill, front 1; ditto) gape 1§;
wings 81 ; tail, beyond, 2} ; ditto, base #}; tarsus 14y hind
toe and claw .  The ground colouriag of this singular species
is very peculiar; and difficult to be described, owing to the
feathers of the body ‘und wings being brown, mottled towards
their extremitics either with grey or a dirty drabcolour; these
again, upon the wing covers and tertials, are crossed b indis-
inct dusky bérs: the hend and nape are brownish black, bor-
dered by a conspicuous’ white band from the nostrils to the
nape, over the cye; below which, on the ears, is another of
black : the whité on the sides of the neck forms a sort of half-
collar below the nape: two middle tail feathers black pmwn 3
the rest black, with a broad white oblique band, !t‘l\‘lng the
fips partially black : ‘bill and fect horn colour, :

185. Puinepon fucervides.
General size and colours of Philedon corniculatus.
v 3 .
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Sides of the head as far as the ears, and a spot on each

side of the neck, naked : crown of the head, chin, and

nape, covered with fedthers: culmen egntinued in an

elevated ridge on the front, where it abruptly terminates.
Inbabits New Hollind. Paris Mus.

Haying mislaid the description I made of this singular bird,
T cannot give further particulars. It has been evidently con- ¥
founded with the common species, since it bore the nime
of Merops corniculatus in the French muscum, where the other
did not then (1828) exist. The state of the specimen enabled
me to make a drawing of the tongue, which has hitherto been
entirely unknown, “The annexed cut is of the natural size.

B

1386. Eurvsronus Australis.
Sea greén: crown grey brown: throat, quills, and
base of the tail feathers, vivid r
blue : six of the greater quills e
with a greenish white basal band.
Inhabits New Feolland.
Smaller than E. orienialis. The
bill»is less compressed, and there-
fore much broader. The colours
are lighter, But the wings much
bluer; the spuriods wings are en-
tirely vivid blue,as well as the outer ALl
webs of the quills ; while in orientalis ¥
these parts are almost black. = (fig. 68. a)

L

137. Eunysromus orientalis Auct.
Sea green: crown black : throat blue : quills black ;
the base of four with a bluish green band, PL Enl. 619.
Inhabits India. ( fig. 69. b),
.
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. I'he above specific character will immediately distinguish
this well-known species from the foregoing.

288. Tanaria Mtorquata.

Above, brown, spotted with whitish ; beneath, buff
yellow : frontal line, ears, and nuchal collar, white :
breast and sides with @ broad black collar, below which
is another of black spots : bill black. :

Inhabits Trinidad. Mus. Nost.

Total length 8} inches; bill, from the gape 11; wings 8};
tail, beyond, 2} ; ditto, base 8} ; tarsus {3, Allied to 7. macu-
Iata and somnolenta, but much larger than either.  Bill strong,
thick, not much compressed ; tip abruptly hooked : tail length-
encd, graduated, brown, immaculate: flanks only spotted.

189. Gausura ruficauda. ¢

Plumage above, and pectoral band, gilded blue green :
body beneath, and lateral tail feathers, rufous: the
four middle tail feathers green: chin and throat, in the
male, white ; in the female, pale rufous.

Inhabits Brazil}

Total length 8] inches; bill, front 15 wings 83 tail, be-
yond, 2}; ditto, base 3{. A Four middle tail feathers green;
two outer, on each side, more or less edged with green: bill
black. )

1140, GALBULA viridicauda,

Plumage above, and broad pectoral band, gilded blue,
green: tail shining blue green above, greenish black
beneath : body, beneath, rufous: chip and throat, in the
male, white ; in the female, palesfufous,

Inhabits Guiana. Mr. Schomburgh.

Total len inches ; bi 14 ; win 3 tail, be-
youl G sk T ’#l",,i"t;‘,‘,‘.}md B eoad it
rgach half way down the body. Scape of the tail feathers
rufous white: bill black,

141. Gannura leptura.

Plumage above, afid pectoral band, gilded green,,
glossed with copper ; body, beneath, rufous: tail long,
graduated, rufous :* the two middle tail featherslongest,
and gilded green : chin and throat white.

Inhabits Guiana. Mr, Schoffiburgh.

v 4 :
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Differs from G. ruficauda by its longer end more gradunted
tail, of which the two middle feathers only are green ; and by
baving only a slifht tingg, of blue on the hiead. Total length
10L inches; bill, front 28%; wings 3% ; %il, beyond, 34 ;
ditto, base 4{;; middle feathers 2 inches longer than the ex-
ternal, and § beyond the second pair. Iy this the Rufous-tailed
jacamar of Lath, 2 X :

142, Gansura albiventer. .

Head, wings, and tail, dark blue green: back and
scapulars reddish copper or flame colour : chin and ears
greenish black : ¢hroat, vent, and under tail covers,
white: breast, and body beneath, copper green. Tail
slender, cuneated.

Inhabits Guiana. Mr. Schomburgh.

Total length 8 inches; bill, front 14,; wings 275 tail, be-
yond, 2; ditto, base 4 i two middle featbers iy longer than
the others. The three lateral tail feathers on each side have a
slight margin, on their inner web and tip, of white: the white
upon the throat, which is very pure, is in the form of a trans.
verse and somewhat triangular band. The, tail feathers are nar-
row, and much graduated. The female has not been found.

148. Garsura flavirostra.

Plumage, abave, gilded greens front.and crown glossed
with reddish copper: beneath, rufous: (male with a
whkite fransverse band on the throat:) tail feathers
shining green, tinged with rufous at the base: bill and
feet fine yellow : upper mardible tipt with black.

Inhabits Demerara. Waterton. Schomburgh.

Total length 6] itches ; bill, front 143 wings 27 ; tail, be-
vond, 1}; dittoy base 5, — Obs, Diflers from the albirostris
of-Authors, in not baving the bill white; in not having pale
rufous within the whitesof the throat; in the two outer tail
feathers not beingTufous on their side ; and the legs nat being
black, but yellow. In both sexes the chin is pale rufous, but
the female has no white on the lhl'ontf; the tail is short, and the
two outer feathers dre alone graduated ; the rest are all even,

144, GaLBULA armata.

Feet three-toed. Plumage, above, blackish, glossed
with dark blue green : front of the head striped with
ferruginjus : chin black : middle of the throat, breast,
body, &nd vent, white = sides cinereons. Wings armed
with a prominent tubercle : tail rounded.

—
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Inhabits Brazil. Sw.

Total length 7] inches; bill, front 15 ; wings 3 ; tail, be-
yond, I,}; ditto, jbase 3. — Obs. The feathers of the front,
crown, tip of the chin, and of the maxillary stripe, are striped
with pale ferruginous in the middlee the chin and half way
down the throat is deep black, from whence begins the yel-
lowish white which is in front of all the remaining under parts:
the tubercles on the shoulder are very prominent ; they are
brown, and project beyond the featheis; those on the next and
all the forcgoing species, on the contrary, are so slight as
scarcely to be seen. 5

145. Ganpura lugubris.

Feet three-toed, Plumage, above and below, brown,
glossed with obscure purple on the wings and tail:
lower part of the body, and vent, white. Tail short, even.

Inhabits the Conccou mountains of Demerara.  Mr.
Schomburgh. o

Total length 6 inches; bill, from the base 17;; wings 24 5
tail, beyond, 1 ; ditto base, 2.—0bs.  Feathers of the chin, in
both sexes, whitishin the middle; wings, tail, and upper tail
covers, glossed with dark and obscure greenish purple; head,
neck, and breast, light brown, mottled by the tips of the feathers
being puler; all the quill-feathers pure wkite at their base;
ears dark brown ; ali the tail feathers equal.

146. Trocox melanurus.

Head, body aioveyand breast, blue green: body, be-
neath, scarlet : tail, beneath, black, with minute white
dots on the edge of the exterior feathex. Male.—Female,
einereous: vent and under tail esvers resy all the tail
feathers blackish, immaculate. (Pl. Enlk 452, mele ;
pl. 757. female.) ” !

Inhabits Demerara. | Mr. Schomburgh. o
2 Total len 9 i . bill, e 14 ; wings 6; tail, be-
yondo. 8%; d??o.llm;:c:;: 4 léixe'lg:rp Y ﬂl!3ill_. in the _mule, yel-
low; in the female, brown above: two middle tail feathers
(male) black, glossed with green blue; the two next edged only
with green : wing covers and scapulars white, wu{n very distinet
undulated biack lines: sides of the head, and chin, black.

147. Trogox auretus.
Head, breast, and body above, gilded green: body
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beneath, scarlet: wing covers white, with distinct black
undulated lines: three lateral tail feathers white, with
about seventeen black®transverse bars:, the basal ones
confluent ; the tips white. Male, s
" The female is light fulvous brown where the male is green ;
and the belly pale rose colour: the three lateral tail feathers
white, dotted with black in the middle, and almost entirely
black towards their base; before the white tips is a distinct
black bar; middle feathers rufous. Birds of Brazil, i. pl. 60,
61,

Inhabits Brazil..» Mus. Nost.
Nate.—More than one species being confounded under the old

term of collaris (in itself unmeaning, a4 nearly all have

collars), 1 bave not adopted it.

® 148. Trocox pyrpuratus.

Head and breast rich purple : back, and middle tail
feathers, green: body, beneath, crimson: wing covers
whitish, with delicate, indistinct, undulated black
lines : lateral tail feathers white and Hack ; the exterior
feather with about six distinet black bars beyond the
base.  Birds of Brazil, ii. pl. 63, 64. ‘

Thefemale cinercous where the male is green and blue : wing
covers wzh distinet white undulations: body, beneatl, rosy :
Iatelal tail feathers black ; the outer half white, with marginal
black spots, the tips white ; middle feathers cinereous black.
Total length about 9} inches; bill, gape {5 ; wings 4} ; tail,
beyond, 8. Inhabits the Cotinga woods in the interior of
Babia, Brazil. Bregst with a white collar: four middle tail
feathers with a terminal ‘olack band, the rest black at their base:
eyelids yellow, naked: upper tail covers bluish: bill pale,
This is not the variegatus of Spix, as some have asserted ; for
the female of that is quite different from this, even according to
Spix’s own figure.. . g

149, TrocoN chrysagaster.

Head and breast blue, varying to greenish: back
gilded green: body, beneath, golden orange: three
lateral tail feathers white, with the bases black. Female
unknown.

Inhabits Southerh Brazil. Mus. Nost,

Total length 10} inches ' bill, gape {15 wings 55 tail, be-

L
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yond, 8} This species scoms to vary considerably in the tintof'
the upper plumage. Of three specimens now before us, one has
the head, breast, rump, and four middle tail feathers, entirely
purple ; another fhs these parts slightly tinged with green;
while the third has the breast, rump, &e. entirely dark green:
in all other respects they are the same: the white freckles on
the wing and scapular covgrs are fine and delicate, and the tail
resembles that of 7. lewcurus (probably the Surucura of Azara).

° -

150. Trogox leuciirus.

Head and breast yiolet blue: back green: body, be-
neath, crimson, without a white pectoral bar: lateral
tail feathers white, with their base black. Female cine-
reous : lower part of the body rose colour.  ~

Inhabits Southern Brazil. =~ Mus, Nost,

Total length 11 inches; bill, gape 1; wings &; tail, be-
vond, 3], The wing covers of the male are very minutely
reticulated with black upon & grey ground ; the rump, and four
middle tail feathers, strongly tinged with blue: the extent of
the white on the outey portion of the lateral tail feathers varies,
but it is always pure and unbanded. In the female, the white
lines on the wing covers are very regular and distinct, and
of aninch apart: the grey of the breast extends half way down
the body. & 2 i

151. Trocox lepturus. A

Outermost tail feathers attenuated and pointed ; the
three exterior pair bandedand tipt with white: head,
neck, and breast, blackish : back, ramp, and tail covers,
gilded green: body, beneath, yellgw, -~ Female, fulvous
brown : body, beneatls, pale yellow. :

Inhabits Cayenne. Mus. Nost.

Total length of the female 10} inches ; bill, gape §f ; wings
4} ; tail, beyongd, 4; ditto, ‘base 6. Of this singular species,
remarkable for the attenuated form of the outer tail feather,
and even of the next to if, I have only seen the female, which
is probably that figured on PI. Enl. 7865 although the ground
colour of the wing covers, in my specimen, is nearly of the ,
same brown as the back, The male is described in. Sonnini's
Button, xvii. 330., frop which work I have framed its specific
character in regard to colour; and it is figured on “Pl. Enl.
195., where the narrowed form of the lateral tail fdathers is
tolerably well preserved, y
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152. Trocox meridionalis.

Small. Above, green : ‘head and breast blue: body,
beneath, yellow : latéral tail feathers dosely and regu-
larly banded with white, and black : wing covers dark
cinereous.

_Inhabits the Bahama, and other neighbouring islands.

Mr. Lees.  Mus. Nogt. o

The smallest of the genus. Total length 8§ inches; bill,
Fupe f5; wings 4f; tail, beyond, 2% ; ditto, base 5. The
emale is cinereons; gvith distinct white transverse lines on the
wing covers. I have never scen sp%cimens of this species
either from Brazil or Cayenne, nor do I believe it is found in
cither of those eguntries; itis muth more probable that au-
thors have misl:zcn the Cayenne yellow-bellied species; here
named leptyrus, for our meridionalis, whose geographic range,
I suspect, is chiefly, if pot exclisively, confined to the West
India islands, where it is very common.

153. Trocon melanopterus.

Above, green ; beneath, yellow: heard and breast violet =
wing covers entirely black: lateral tail feathers black,
broadlyand obliquely tipt with white.— Female, cinereous,
with a yellow' belly, lineated wing covers, and the
lateral. tail feathers barred with black.

“Inhabits Brazil. Mus. Nost.

Total length nearly 11inches; bill, gape 17 ; wings 54 ;
tail, beyond, 3. I wasat considerable trouble, when in Brazil,
in ascertaining that these very different coloured Lirds were
sexes of the same sM{i}cs; for all au!hors.' before the public.
ation of the above spucific name, hnd considered them distinet,
It is a very local species, and by no means so common jp
Brazil as some have asserted. »

* 154, Prionites Bahameniis.

Crown and head as in P. Bragiliensis : body above,
wings, and tail, blue green: under plumage, from the
chin to the vent, deep brownish rufous; the sides
tinged with green.

Inhabits the Bahama Islands.  Mr, Lees, -
Total inches ; bill, front 11; wings 52 . tai
"cyond,%;l;lg:ll;ml: *gnsc 8 ;' tarsus 1. 'l'ail feng\‘enﬁl’&’,t:‘l::,
middle pair mketpshapug Smaller than P, Brasiliensis ; with

- .-j?-\ ~
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the whole under plumage rufous, except the usual black stripe
on the breast; gnd the thighs, which are green. (Can this be

the Brazilian P. Marti?) S

155. EerErra scapularis.

Crest, and body above, sea green; beneath, cinereous :
neck cinereous; the front white, with two macular
ferruginous stripes, and a few black spots. Lateral toes
equal. » "
Inhabits Brazil. Ardea scapularis, Tliger. Wagler.
Total length about 18 inches; bill, front 21; wings 64 5
tarsus 2; middle toe and claw 24 5 bare space above the knee
%3 lnteral toes, with their claws, 1. So much confusion
exists in our systems regarding the small green-basked egrets,
that I have been obliged to draw up new speeific characters
for the whole, M. Wagler, in his monograph of the old genus
Ardea; has confounded no less than three under the nime of
scapularis, n species which seems peculiar to Tropical America:
its prototype in Africa is our E. thalassina ; and Dr. Horsfield's
Javanica represents it in India.  The remarkable variation in
the relative length of the toes offers conclusive evidence of
their specific differences: they obviously lead immediately into
the subgenus Rutor.

156. Ecarrra virescens

Crest, and body ahove, sea green; beneath, grey: neck
deep chestnut ; the fore part white, spotted and striped
with blackish. Iyner toe shorter than the outer.

Inhabits North America.  Wilson, vii. pl. 61. £ 1.
Wagler, 36. 9

Distinguished from scapularis by its aniqual toes ; and from
the two following by the deep rufous of the neck. Length of
the bill, from the front 2}; wings 7,‘3: tarsus 14 ; naxed
space above the knee J; ; middle toe and claw 255

0 157. EererTA thalassina.

Crest, and body akove, sea green: neck, and body
beneath, cinereous : the front of the throat white, tinged
with ferruginous, but’ without spots Inner toe and,
claw slightly shorter than the outer.

Inhabits Senegal. Mus. Nost. ’

Resetables scapudaris, but it is smaller ; the threat has no
distinet spotg or stripes, and the inter toe 1s the shortest.  Bill,
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from the front 24 inches; wings 6} ; tarsus 14, ; middle toe
and claw the ssme; naked space above the knee hardly .

158. F:cna'r'r.\ Javaniéh.

Resembles E. scapularis ; but the ‘thighs are nearly
feathered to the joint, and the inner toe is much the
shortest. .

Inhabits Java. Ardea Javanica, Horsf. Lin, Tr. %iii.
p- 526. < ‘

Not baving an adplt specimen of this species, I can only
point out its peculiat’ characters. In its general dimensions, it
appears much the same as scapwleris ; but the tarsi and toes
are much shorter, the inner toe is conspicuously shorter than
the outer, and the naked space above the knee is hardly 3 of
an inch. Length of the bill 2] inches ; wings 7; tarsus 17, ;
middle toe and claw 14, | >

159. Ecmnerra plumbea,

Small : scapulars entire: inner toe longer than the
outer. Plumage dark lead colour: throat white, with a
central black stripe: lower neck and breast feathers
half black, half creamy: body.and vent striped with
fulvous and dark cinereous.

Iphavits Senegal: probably the Ardea Sturmii of
Wagler, imperfectly described.

Size of scapularis. Feathers om the sides of the body broadly
striped on each side with ferruginous: bill deep black : legs
pale brown. Bill, frent 1f5inches; wings 6] ; tarsus 15 ;5 mid-
dle too and claw 175 ; fibked space above the knee W Itis
by this species that the egrets blend info the bitterns ; ajl of
which have the inner toe longer than the outer, and the sea.
pulars entire. This interesting bird forms the passage between
Egretta and Butor =

160. Parna atrizollis, =

Rufous: chin, ears, and fore part of the neck, black :
hinder part and rump white : quills black,

[uhabits India? Mus. Nost. ]

Total ledgth 11 inches; bill, gape 18; wi 51
2y ; lﬁmi"togt and clnnw 3; micldlt.'81 d'i(to ‘3& N WSI;;? l:;éli ;:mr‘:t
ture of P. Africana. ‘Tubercle ou the shouidcr minute, yellow.

|
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161. Ranuus sanguinolentus,

Bill green, with a red gpot at the base of the under
mandible: plum:&ge, above, olive brown ; beneath, cinere-
ous and unspotted : tail brown ; the under covers black.

Inhabits Brazil and Chili.

Total length about 1L inches; bill, gape 2; wings 53
tarsus 14 5 middle toe and claw 27}.  Both mandibles of the
bill lightly curved.” There is no white on the chin, as in the

next, 5

162. Raunus casiys.

Olive brown : beneath, dark cinercous: tail feathers,
and the upper and under covers, black : chin whitish.

Inhabits Brazil. Gallinula cesia ® Spix, Av. Braz.
ii. p. 95. 2

Total length about 11 ‘inches ; bill, gape 2; wings 5;
tarsus 14 ; middle toe and claw 24, Bill straight, green, the
base yellowish : irides rufous: feet Indian red. In size and
colour closely resembles the last; but the bill is less curved ;
and both the tail, agpd its upper and under covers, are deep
black : the chin, also, is much whiter. 1 suspect these two
have been confounded by more than one author.

- 168 RarLus superciliosis.

Front with a lateral white stripe before the eye:
plumage, above, brown; beneath, cinereous: flanks
banded. Tarsus’14 ihech lang.

Inhabits South Africa. {

Total length ‘about 12 inches ; bill 2;7wings §; tarsus 1§;
middle toe and claw 9% Chin white: belly ‘unged with fer-
ruginous: flanks black, with transverse white bands: °the
shorter or external under tail covers black, tipt with ferru-
ginous; the inner or Jonger ones white, with t‘urmmul b‘l'ICk
bands : lowen part of the back, and all the tail, black : feet
and bill probably red in, the live bird.

164. Ranwus neglectus.

Plumage, above, brown; beneath, cinereous: sides of
tie body, flanks, and under tail covers, banded white
and black. P'arsus 1} inch long. © .

Inhabits Brazil ? Mus. Noat.
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Closely resembles the last ; but there is no white su perciliary
line ; the bands on the flanks extend to the sides of the body ;
the wings are § inch, and the tarsus is 4 inch shorter. Total
length about 10 inches ® bill 2; wings ongy 4}; tarsus 14;
middle toe and claw 2%, The under tail covers are black and
white ; those in the mid@le tinged with ferruginous. In both,
the bill and feet are light brown, probably red in the live
bird. =

165. dRarnLus brachipus. o

Head above, and half way down the neck, rufous,
striped with black » the rest of the neck, back, rump,
and tail, black, striped with olive: wings, and body be-
neath, banded with ‘black and white : belly whitish -
vent with®a fulvous patch: chin white. Tarsus very
short. 2

“Inhabits Tasmania, Discovered by Adol. W, H.
Humphrep, esq.  Mus, Nost.

Total length about 10 inches; bill, gape 1.4 wings 4;
tarsus f; middle toe and claw nearly 1I. For the size of
the bird, the sarsus of this and the next species is unusually
short: the carpal spur is nearly obsolete.  Just behind the
vent, and at the base of the under tail covers, is a patch of clear
fulvous or isabelle: the whole of i body beneath (except the -

o middle), as also the under tail covers, are strongly banded with

whige on a black ground : the sides of the head and neck are
rufous, without any black stripes : the whole of the wings,
with the sides of the breast and lower ne®k, are marked by
white bands: bill pale brown : fegs greenish.

106.e I{ALLUS Lewinii.

-

Head above, and all the uppet parts of the body,
black, striped with dark olive ; under parts, cinereons
grey: wingsy and sides of the body beneath, with trans.
verse white spofs and bands: under tail covers isabell.

Inhabits Tasmania. Named ® memorial of Lewin
author of the first work on the Birds of Australia.

+ Total length ahout 8] inches ; bill, Bape 1 ; wings 43 ;
tarsus 1; middle toe and claw 1§.  Size and general coloyr
of the last & but there is no rufous on thehead and neck, which
are of the same colomr as the back : all the under tail covers
are isabella colour, although their bases are black.
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167. RarLus albiventer.

Under tail covers white, immaculate: crown, and
neck above, Tufous : back and Wings olive, with trans-
verse white bars, edged with black: ears, breast, aud
under parts, cinereous: chin and belly white: flanks
banded. ! ;

Jnhabits Indip. Gallinula gplaris? Gray. (plate
unpublished. ) g

Total length 81 inches; bill, gape 1f; wings 5; tarsus
I} ; middle toe and claw 14 ; hinder ¢isto 4. T donot think
this is the G. guderis of Latlam, whose description does not
appear to me to be applicable. It approaches very near to R.
frachypus by its rufous crown and nape; but is known atonce
by its immaculate tail covers: the flanks only are banded
with black and white; thc' belly and vent being’ almost pure
white, 2 4

168. GanniNvrLa immaculata.

Unspotted: crown and nape blackish cinereous,
changing to chestitut brown on the neck, back, and wing
covers, and to black on the tail: throat and under
plumage uniform cinereous: under tail covers black,
banded with white.  * ~ o ' ‘

Inhabits Tasmania. Discovered by Adol.'W. H.
Humphrey, Esq. Mus. Nost.

Total length about 6] inshes; bill, front f; wings S¢;
tarsus hardly 1; middle toe and claw 14;; hind ditto | Re-
markable for having no white upon the ghin (which is nearly
as dark as the throat), or any bands os'the flanks : the edges of
the shoulders are white: the deep chestnut of the neck bl«{xds
Into the dark cinereots of the head, and becomes nearly black as
it approdches the tail : bill black : legs pale, perhaps red. The
inner toe is slightly shorter than the outer.

169. GAuLiNuLA curvirstra.

‘Culmen and commissure of the bill curved. Plumage,
above, olive, striped with black; beneath, cinereous;
ckin white: flanks and thighs brown, banded with
whitish. ) -

Inhabits ——? Mus. Nost

2z
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Total length 9 inches; billy gape 15 front §; wings 4;
tarsus, 145 middle toe and claw If, hind ditto §§.  This is
the only species I have yg seen, having the commissure regu-
larly curved, and the culmen consequently®nore bent down-
wards, than the gonys is gpwerds.  In other respects there is
nothing remarkable in the structure or the plumage: the
colours shove are black, striped with olive ort the side of ench
feather: the under tail covers are black, with a few interrupted-
bands of whitish : flanks and thighs groyish olive, with white
transverse bands,  Bill and legs greenish,

170. Gauranvra flavirostra,

Entirely deep black : bill fine yellow : legs bright red.

Inhabits West Africa. Mus. Nost. Rallus carinatus,
Classif, of Birds, Vol. I. p. 158. fig. 86. ¢, d.

Total length 7 inches; bill, front, nearly 1; wings 9%
tarsus 11 ; naked space #hove the knee ;5 middle toe and
claw 2 ; hinder ditto {5, Confounded with one or two others,
under the name of &. niger. Carpus ending in a small acute
slender spur, 4% of an inch long, curved inwands, and pearly
hid in the feathers, but probably movesble in the live bird.
I have reason to think the elevation of the bill, in the specimen
figured as above quoted, is accidental, for another, since ex-
amined, had not, this peculiarity. = As the name of carinatus
would, therefore, lead, to error, I now sybstitute that of flavi-
rosfra. It seems to be one of the supposed varieties of G.
nigra.

171, Garuizuna albifrgns.

Front of the chin, neck,” breast, and body, white:
sides of the hem, neck, and breast, rufous: fanke
banded with %lack #nd white: upper plumage olive
brown. 3

Inhabits Brazil. Mus. Nost. =

Total length sbout 5} ivches; bill, front, 13; wings 3,
tarsus 1; middle toe and claw 1} ; hinder 155 inner toe ) shonger
than the outer. Bill greenish; lege pale: the'rufous which
is on the side of the head, ears, and neck, ceases at the brenst ;
the body, belly, and thighs are cream colonred white, quite
pure, but the under tail covers are deep rufous.

172. ALECIHELIA lineata.

Abo-e-, Blackisn, varied with numercus undulated
transverse lines of light fulvous brown ; beneath, whit-

i
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ish, with black stripes on the neck and breast, and bands
on the flanks and body : tail and its covers black, banded
with ferruginons lines, )

Inhabits South. Africa ? Mus. Nost. 4

Total length 6] inches; bill, ga ; front & ; wings 2%
tarsus 4 ; middh?;toe and claw f,f pi:teml toeisnemlygequal.
The whole plumage above is variegated with light fulvous, or
iswbella brown, which assumes the appearance of stripes on the
head and neck, and then of undulated bands on all the re-
maining parts: the quills alone are free from spots, and are
light sepia brown: the tail covers arerlpng, silky, and are of
the same colour and texture as the true tail feathers; these
latter being placed edgeways, likethose of a hen; and this,
no doubt, 15 the true structure of the type, which obviously
represents Mogapodius. The chin is pure white, and the bill
and feet pale. d

173. Tacuvovromts Oricntalis,

Total length 9} inches. Upper part of the head, neck,
throat, breast, and body, rufous, terminating in a black
point in the mifldle of the body: upper tail covers
white : wings 6inches, and longer than the tail.

Inhabits India. In_ the Collection qf the Countess of
Dalhousie. Zool Mus. - i ?

Total length 9 inches ; bill, front % ; gape 14 ; wings 6,
projecting | inch beyond the tail; tarsus 24 ; middle toe
and claw 14 ; neked gpace above the knee 1, T have consi-
dered this as distinet from thé 7% Asiaticus of Temminck ® (the
Coromandelicus of Lichensteint), solely on the presumption
that these two ornithologists are corgees in stating that their
species mensures only 8 inches in towl lengéh, whereas this is
91. It is only the up‘[')er tail covers, and not the rumpaiso,
which are white in this bird : the rufous of the breast goes on
gradually contracting, and then terminaves at’the end of the
abdomen in a black spot, leaving the sides of the body and the
danks of the same light drab brown as the back. It. the above
measurements of MM? Temminck and Lichenstein are in.
correct, then I see no difference between (heir deseriptions,
Dr. Latham's §, and the bird before me, sufliciently strong to
separate it from Asiaticus, Such brief descriptions, without
raeasurements of all the parts, rather tend to confu‘:ion than to

elucidation. ; ¢
#* Manuvel, 2 &d. il p, 516 & 1 Berlin Catal p 72,
1 Hist of Dirds, ix, S5
%2
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174. Taoavprouus Burchellii.

Front and fore part ef the head rufous ; hinder part
and nape cinereous :* crown bordered (Hhind the eyc)
with a pointed white collar, margined by black : upper
plumage fawn colour: rump cinereous. Wings even
with the tail. ’

Inhabits South Africa. Dr. Burchell’s Coll. No. 155.

Intermediate in osize between 1. Sensgalensis Lich. and
Asiaticus.  Total length about 8inches; bill, gape 14 ; front
i3 wings 53 tail, bise 27; tarsus 135 General colours of
Senegalensis, but with the following difierences :—The back has
o greater tinge of rufous{ and the termination of this colour,
below the breast, is simply marked by a blackish shade : the
secondary quills are light Lrown, and are all of them broadly
tipt with white : the throat, breast, and middle of the body are
of the same” t‘i)nge as the bdek : the tail is cinereous ; the outer-
most feather white, the base obliquely brown on its inner web
only; the twos next feathers cinereous, with a black bar and
white tip; and the rest cinercous, more or less tipt with black
only, The young bird is variegated wRh brown lines and

light spots. s this latter the Erolia (1) variegata shortly noticed
by Vieillot 7

& 175. Ruyxcors melanyrus.

Above, black: lesser quills tipt with white: tail
brownish black ; each feather margined externally with
white : base of the bill, and fget, r&d. ©

Inhabits the coast of Demerara. Mr. Schomburgh,

Total length nbo.(n a6 inches; bill (the under mandible
from the gape) 97 ; wings 14, three inches longer than the

tail% tail, base 5; depth of the fork 143 tarsus 1§. Larger
than the R, borealis (niger Auct. ),
»

176. Fawco cucullatus.

©
Upper plumage, and the whole of the head, except
the middle of the chin, cinereous black: chin, throat,
.and breast, cream colour: body? beneath, black, with
transverse white lines : belly, vent, and thighs, rufous.
Inhabits Brazil, Trinidad, &c. Mus, Nost. ?
Total fength 9} in::)bu.'s; wings 7}, equal with the tail ; tail
from the base 4; tarsus 1'; middle toe and claw 1}; inner
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toe much shorter than the outer.  Tarsus feathered beyond the
knee, First quill Tonger than the third: inner wing covers
black, with white spots. Tail short, even: quills and tail
internally barredy with isolated white lines.

177. Faxco longipennis.

Above : cinereous ‘brown : crown, sides of the head:
and ears, blackish : beneath, rufous white, ‘striped and
spotted with grey : wings as long as the tail: the latter
with rufous bands on the inner web”

Inhabits Tasmania. Mus. Nosts |

Size of the Kestrel.  Total length hardly 12 inches; wings
9; nearly even with the tail; tarsus 14; middle toe and
claw 11; outer ditto 13 inner much shorter ; tail, base 5.
First quill nearly cqual to the third; the second fongest. Inner
wing covers grey, varied and spotted with pale rufous; quills,
internally banded like the tail with pale rufops: chin and
throat cream colour: the first quill only is emarginate on the
inner web: front, lores, and base of the maxillary stripe,
white, ’

n
178. Farco macropus. .

Above, cinercous black, immaculate ; beneath, ful-
vous white, striped With blackish : Wings as long 85
the tail : feet very large: middle toe and cliw much
longer than the tarsus. s

Inhabits Tasmania. Qisww'ercﬂ by T, Winter, Ezq.,
Mus. Nost.

Form and structure of F, cucullatis. Total lgpgd: near 16
inches; wings 12} ; tail, base 7; 4arsus 145 middle toe 2;
the claw fi; total 2. A perfectly adult bird. The stripes
bencath are dark <and well defined; and there is 1o fleuchcd
maxillary stripe.  The ground of the under plumage is cream-
colour: the inner covers with broad transverse bands, leaving
‘cream-colouted spots botween : the vill and feet are very large ;
the tail ghort, and neadly even. :

180. Mapacoxores letcotis.

Above, olive green ; beneath, and stripe over the eye,
yellow : crown, and two stripes on each side of the
head, cinereous : stripe on the ears white. o

Inhabits Africa? Mus. Nost.

z 3
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Small. Total length hardly 6 inches; front fy: gape 53
wings 213 tail, beyond, 1; base 2; farsus . Tail rather
short, and nearly even : the yellow eye stripe is very broad and
bright, and passes us far as the nape: the white stripe on the
ears is between the twoegrey ones Flanks and belly tinged
with olive: middle toe very short.

% 179. MavrAcoNorus similis.

Above, black : Iorm: lower part of the back, and
plumage, beneath, greyish white: tips of the lateral
tail feathers white. . ©

Inhabits ? Mus. Nost.

-

Total length 6§ inches; bill, front, §; gape #; wings 3;
tail, base S; tarsus {5 Closely resembling in structure and
colour 3. mollissimus; but is smaller in all its proportions
except the legs, which are lgpger : thé lores are grey, not black ;
and the longorump feathers are dark cinereous beneath, not
pure white: the tail much shorter, and the lateral feathers tipt
with white.

181. OrioLus coronatits.

Crown of the head yellow : incircled by a narrow:
black band, round the nape: quill feathers, and spuri-
vus quills, edged with yellow. .

Irhabits Java. Mus. Nost.

Total length 9§ inches; bill, front, 1 : wings & ; tail
bevond, 135 base 3% ; tarsus §5.° Smaller than 0. Sinensis
(Pl. Enl. 570.), with which it has been confounded, and differs
by having the wholé,of the crown, and not the front only,
yellow s the black »and only passes rmm:\ the nape.

“

182, GRYLLIVORA rosed.

Glossy black : body, beneath, stripe on the wings,
and four lateral pair of tail.feathers, rosy. -«

Inhabits India. ,Mus. Nost.© g .

Total length 7j inches; bill, front 2. wings 94 ; tail,
base 81, Smaller than G. intermedia ;*the wings being near
half an inch shorter, but the bill is rather longer ; four, instead
Of three of the tail feathers, on each side, are white, or rathew
TOSY, as are qll the lighg, parts of the plumage. Until there in
Positive evidence that this, and the three preceding, are varie-
ties, T must consider them asspecies.

o
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183. Orruoronus longirostris.

Cinereous: bengath, whitish : head, chin, and thighs,
ferruginous : throat black : tail brownish, graduated ;
the latter with dusky black ends, tipt with whitish.

8 W. coast of Australia. M. Labillardiere.”
Mus. Paris. .

JTotal length 41 fnches ; bill, ‘gape fy; wings 24 tail, be-
yond, 1; base 1t tarsus fi Sidesof the body cinereous, the
middle white: bill and legs pale. Allied to the 0. sepium
(Horsf.) of Java, blit hus no olive above, or yellow beneath.
(See Class, of Birds, Vol. 1. p. 62 fls 135.)

184, OrrHoToMUS dphenurus.

Olive yellow above; white beneath: hind head
and nape brown : front and crown rufous. (Tail slender,
cuneated ; the latera! featherswery narrow and obtuse ;
the two middle pair lengthened and pointal.

Inhabits India. Mus. Nost. !

Total length nerly 6 inches; bill, gape 3 ; front § ; wings
15 tail, base 8; middle feathers beyond the others 1; tarsus

& Uﬁdper plumage bright olive yellow : ears and lores white :
bill and legs pale. 3
°
185. Prarticona ainthoides.

Above, olive; beneath, ocracious: each feather
striped in  the, middle with black: lores and eye stripe
fulvous: lateral tail feathers with a penultimate black
band.

Inhabits Tasmania. Mus. t‘\'os.'.‘ P :

Total length 5} incbes ; bill, gape 5 ; fror um:ﬂ!' i; wings2:
tail, base '.'5:; tars s 5 ; middle {1“ and elaw 7 ; hind ©e 4
its claw J, The black stripes, which &r3 broad on the upper
plumage, are very narrow on the under: the tail bas a rufous

Mtinge, and’the middle feathers have a black central stripe ; they
are all graduated andumarked asin Orthotomus,

1806. Cryprororsa auricapillo.

Olive green above ; yellow beneath ; crown of the
‘head fulvous yellow, bordered on each side by a broad
black stripe. (fig- 70.) : s

Inhabits India. Linnwan Society’s Muséum.

x4
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Total length 4 inches; bill,
gape 1; froot' Z: wings 2k
tail, beyond ;; base 17 ; tarsus
}: bind toc and claw . The
crown resembles that of the Sei-
surus awricapillus, but the black
stripes are darken, they widen be-
hind, and then end abruptly: the
yellow is deepest on the belly and
in the middle of the Pod_v.

187. Ervrurosroyus cyano-
gaster,

Bright green: body, and
belly beneath, rich purple
blue, glossed with lilac : tail
lengthened, rounded, tipt,with
purple. v Nl

Inhabits Brazil. Mus. Nost. q

Total length nearly 12 inches; wings 64 ; tail, beyond, 85 b
base 5 ; tarsus 13; middle toe and claw 1. “‘S?cond and llur'd
quills equal, an longest; the first tinged with plue. This
beautiful species may, probably, have been described on the
Continent ; but it ieyery rare, even in Brazil.

- *
i 188. Emorsanis bicinctus.
Body, above, grey ; beneath, paler: middle of the .
back, and sides of the tail, olive: n&pe, sides, and
upper part of the head, black, with a broad crescent-
shaped band of whity uniting the eyes.
Inhabits Tasmania. “Sent by Thomas James Lem-
priere, Esq. Mus. Nost. 4
Total length 6 inches; bill, gape f4; front ff; wings g;
tail, beyond, 1} ; bas¢2]; tarsus 75~ The plumage above, and
on the sides of the neck and breast, 15 cinereous grey : the region o
of the chin is pure whjte : the nape may.be said to have two
bands, — the first of white, the second of black.
189. Euvpvyyamis Avstralis,
Entirely black. The bill yellow. Wings nine inches
long. 3 :
Female.— Spotted’: the third quill longest.
Inhabits Australia, Mas. Nost.
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Total length 18 inches ; bill, gape {; front 9; tarsus 1o
hind toe and ¢law 4 ;, middle ditto 14, Hitherto confoun ed
with the true . orientalis, which is rauch smaller, and whose
wings measure only 74 inches.

190. Cunysosus santhopygius.

Glossy black: the head,
rump, shoulder .covers, and
the whole of the under plu-
mage, gollen yellow.

Inhabits ? Mus. Nost.

(fig. 71. b)°

Total length nearly 8 inches;
bill, gape §y; front the same;
wings 4 tail, beyond, 1}; base 33
tarsus 1; hind toe and claw 3
middle ditto 1. Claws long, slen-
der, and very slightly curved.
The yellow on the head does not
reach so far as the pape: the
inner wing covers, and the margin of the carpus, are also
yellow, The total confusion into which Dr. Wagler has
thrown the whole of the American Sturnida, by uniting
them into one genus, refiders it now uttdrly impossible to
determine any but Yhe most common’species: his treatment

of this group, and of the Pittacider, is truly anomalous; and
both seem to be regulated more by eaprice than by any one
principle of classicatico, natural or artificial. Qur present
species is more typical than (! icterocephatus (a), which has the
hind claw shorter and more curved, i

101. Curoropsis cuy bifostris.

Green: maxillar§ stripe violet: shoulder covers
vivid blue: middle of the body, and under tail covers,
orange. S
» Inhabits India, Mus. Nost.

Total length 7 inched; bill, gape 13 dront ;3 wings 8§;
tail, beyond, 1§; base 2f ; tarsus 13; hind toe and claw |,

The bill is much lengtheped, and both mandibles are curved,

102. Dupus nuchalis.
" Above; olive brown : nape with & transverse bar of
white : beneath, cream colour, with distinct siripes of
dark brown. =t
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Inhabits Brazil. Mus. Nost.

Total length 7 inches ; bill, gape 4f ; front;; wings 854
tail, beyond, 1;; base 3 tarsus 1. Edgeg of the quills and
tail feathers olive green: cars and lores blackish : tail very
slightly forked ; the two"middle tail feathers cinercous: bill
pale.

103. ANABENUS rufescens.

Entirely rufous: paler beneath:” tail black, fipt
with white, and erossed by numerous greyx‘ bands :
vent brown. L

Inhabits India. © Mus. Nost. "

Total length 15 inchea ; bill, front 1; gape 14;; wings 4);
tail, beyond,”5; base 1; tarsus 1; middle toe the same.  Bill
green : orbits and lores naked. Tail long, broad, graduated :
the upper covers banded with black and dark grey ; the under,

blackish brown. . .

“194-. CROTOPHAGA semisulcata.

Culmen sharp and carinated, but not much elevated :
upper mandible with three elevated dines; convex be-
tween : under mandible smooth.  Size and plumage of
Sulcirostra.

Inhabits South America. Mis. Nost. .

_'l'oml length about 13 inches; bill, gape 14 ; wings 53
tailj'base 7L; tarsus 14; middle toe and claw the same.

195. Procrus auricapillus.
Head above, upper tail covers, and all the under
parts, bright yellow : frontal line, lores, ears, and chin,
velvet black : ahove the frontal line a shade of rufous.

First quill spurious; second hardly shorter than the
third. Y

Inhabits South fAfrica- Dr. Burchell’s Collection,
No. 152, ; 5

Closely resemblesP. personatus ; bu? it is smaller, and hardly
6 inches lnng; bill, gepe 43; “'ing" S tail, base 2%
tarsus A7: hind toe and claw G Excepting the back, the
wings, tail, and lower part of the neck, the whole plumage is
of_n clear, full, and bright yellow: the back feathers have sn
olive tingey with an almost imperceptible dusky stripe; the
black mayk does not descend 50 far on the throat ; and the
yellow, just in front of the head, is tinged with bright vufous :
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the upper and under tail covers are bright yellow. The first
quill is spurious, and only  of an inch long.

3 6. Preinro macronyx.

General plumage resembling % maculata ; but the
spots on the wings, the under wing covers, and tips of the
lateral tail feathers, aré yellow. Feet and claws very
large. » o

Inhabi Mexico, Mus. Nost, "

'Toml ! h 8 inches; wings 86+ tail, base 5 ; tarsus 14;
middle toe and claw 1{;; hind ditto . * Ground colour of the
upper plumage olive green: bill deep black: legs pale.
Another specimen, which T view us the female, has no yellow
spots whatever, ¢ither on the back, wings, or lateral tail fea-
thers ; nlthough in otber respects they are both alike.

197. Piriro fuson.

Greyish brown above; white beneath * chin and
throat fulvous, with dusky spots: under tail covers
fulvous : tail blackish brown, unspotted.

Inhabits Mexico. Mus. Nost.

Totul length 7} mches ; wings 3} ; tail; bose 4; tarsus i
middle toe and claw the samo ; hinder diuor]. Rather smaller
than maculata, Bil® and legs pale: the latter smaller, and
the claws more curved, than in any other known speciest cfown
with a pale rufous tinge.

163. Auanexpy flavirostris.

General plumage of A. torquatus; but the bill is
hright yellow, and the hinder toe lonjer.

Tuhabits Brazil.  Mus. Nost. 4

Total Tength 65 mekes ; bill, gape § ; front £ 5 wings 3 ; watl,
beyond, 2; bn.sc'!‘i; tarsus nc::rly 1; middle toe and claw 3
hinder ditto Jf  Top of the bill with & liske of Black, the rest
fize yellow: the three stripes on the head, which in 4. for-
guaties commence at the base of the bill, do not begin 0 this
4o far forward ; and the white ones commence abote, and not
Before, he eye : the tail feathers are Jonger and DArTOWer.

199. Leccopnrys pileatus.
“ Ahove, light earthen brown ; beneath, whife: front,
crown, and sides of the chin, black® stripe above the
eye, Tump, and upper tail covers, pure white.



345 TWO CENTENARIES AND A QUARTER

Inhabits South Africa.

Total length 7 inches ; bill, gape 13; wings 44;; tail, be-
yond, #; base 2f; tarsud {5 middle toe apd claw 3 hind
ditto }j. The white st‘:ch over the cye are very broad behind,
and narrow in front, and almost meet at the nape. Upper tail
feathers very long. Wing covers with two broad cream white
bands; all the quills edged with the same: bill black 5 legs
pale.

200. GALLINULA ecaudata.

Olive: crown, xpper tail covers, and the whole of
the under plumage, deep rufous: sides of the head
cinereous : tail feathdys olive, nearly obsolete, very soft,
almost concealed by the covers.

Inhabits. ? Mus. Nost. PL Enl. 753. ¢

Total length 6 inches ; bill, front J3; wings S7; tarsus 145
middle toe And claw 1}; hind ditto . The rufous on the
under plumage is uniform from the chin to the vent. The tail

feathers are exceedingly short, and the covers long, — thus
leading to Alecthelia. 3

201. GALLINULA modesta.

Upper plumafe, and under tdil coyers, olive brown :
beneatly, cinereous: chin and part of the throat white.
Bill one inch long.

Inhabits India. Mus. Nost. o o

Total length about 9 inches; bill, gape 14; wings 44;
tarsus 14 ; middlc'.we and claw 2 ; hind ditto §]. The co-
louring 1s particulaily simple. The form is typical, although
the upper mandifile is more curved thay usual. The tail and ita ©
covers are like the back: bill green: legs brown,

9202, GALLINULA leucosoma.

Above, light brown ; beneath, white : crown and neck
cinereous : lores black ; before the eye, and beneath the
€ar, are two white stripes. 3

Inhabits India. Mus. Nost.

Size small. ‘Total length 7} inches; bill, base fi; gape F
wings & ; tarsus 1 ; piddle toe and claw 14 hind ditto }). A

typical nitd elegant species.  Bars, and sides of the neck, light
Cinereous ; above the formur, @ clear white stripe: crown nearly
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k : flanks, and under tail covers, fawn colour : from the
chin to the vent pure white: bill and legs pale.

283. Gavtizura Fuficollis.

Crown and sides of the head, throat, and breast,
cinereous : neck, above, clear rufous: under plumage
white: flanks and tail covers banded with black and
white : wing covbrs with narrowwvhitish bands.

Inhabigg America. Andersonian Museum of Glasgow.

Toeal length about 5 inches; bill, gape §; ; front fi; wings 35
tarsus 1; middle claw 14%; hinder ditto 3 outer 14, Nearly
an ineh shorter than 6. ‘albifrors, No.. 171.; from which it is
further distinguished by the under tail covers bging banded
with black upon a whitish ground, instead of being deep
rufous: the lower flanks, and the upper tail covers, are crossed
in the same way ; but the sides of the body are banded with
white upon & black ground: ears and sides of the head pale
cinereous: all the under plumage is white, having the sides
cineréous; the white only begins at the base of the lower

mandible.

204, (EpioNeymus Americanus.

Sides of the crown with a black stripe : quills black-
ish brown, with @ white external band at the base of.
the sixth, seventh, and eighth. Tarsus four incHes lopg.

Interior of Guiana. Mr. Schomburgh.

Total length 17 inches’; bill, front 1£; gape 2f; wings 9;
tail, base 5. General colour of the other species; but a_ll the
wing covers are like the back ; nnd the quly external Whltf!‘on
the wings are the bases of the sixth, ssventh, and eighth quills :

sides of the head white} and of the crown and nape +s
-

205. (EpioNEaus mcurb:‘c-o'urir.
@ Grey and anstriped: body, beneath, white : ears, stripe
at the gape, and sides of the crown, black : shoulder
covers black. Culmen of the bill very straight: gonys
considerably curved upwards. :
Inhabits Ava. Andersonian Museum.
® Total length about 20 inches ; bill, gape 375 from the front
273 wings10; tail, base 4] ; tarsus$ 3§ middle toe and claw 1 5
outer 1}; inner 14y ; naked spacs above the tarsus 17, A
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skin of this extraordinary bird is in the A ndefsonian Musenm
at Glasgow. The upper plumage is entirely without those

stripes so common in the genus: the front and lores are white ;
“a stripe of the same colo ir passes over the ¢yeand cars, where

it unites with another, which also passes wnder the ears: the

shoulder covers are deefr black, separated’from the grey of the
other covers by a light border: the quills are black ; the three
last of the primaries being white, with a black band Lefore
their tips; and there is a white external band on the middle
of the first quill, continaed, internaily only, on the two next.
Tail short and grey; the lateral feathers with a b.d of white,
and tipt with another of black : the neck and breast are grey:
but the body, beneatit, is white : bill hlagk : legs yollow,
.

,  206. Trosox Peruvianus.

Female.—.Upper plumage, chin, throat, and sides of
the body, cinereous : ring round the eye, and pectoral
band in the middle of the breast, white: lower part.of
the body rose-colour: three lateral tail feathers Llack,
with numerous oblique white bands on the outer web,
narrow white tips, and white dots st the edge of the
inner webs : wing covers lineated.

Inhabits Peru.  Mr. W. Hooker’s Collection,

Total length 9finches ; I;ill,gnpe.;’;; front ;s wings 95 tail,
beyond, 3 ; from the base 53, Of this specivs I have only seen
the female, which very much resembles that of my leucurus ip
the whole of the upper plumage; but it is easily distinguished
by its smaller size, by the obsolste whlite pectaral bur, by the
red commencing much Ligher on the breast, and, above all, by
the distinct white hands on the tail, of which there are about
13 on the outermost fedther: the white tips are also not broader
than these bars, — a cirqumstance very unusual in this Zenys,

®

207, FurNARUs longipennis.

Above, browh ; beneath, white : quillewith g brogg
white basal band ; tail black ; the dwo outermost feathers
edged and tipt with rufous.  Bill ehort - wings length.
ened. °
Inhabits Peru. Mr. W. Hooker's Collection,

Total | zth 6] inches; bill, gape & front i wings 53; u:il.
beyond, g:l: base 3 ; ®tarsus 1; middle toe mﬁ;d claw &5 hind
ditto, &: = Thisiis o very singular species; having larger and

O
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more pointed wings than the next; the second, third, and fourth ‘
quills being nearly of equal length, and longer than the others

and the tail only projects three quarters of an inch beyond:

the carpus is whige; and there is a Jpot of the same colour in

the middle of the outermost feathers of the spurious wings:

the broad white bund across the base”of the quills gives it an

angulated form, but it disappears on the four exterior prima-

rics: behind the eye 15 a white stripe, leaving the cars dark

brown : the tail is sounded, the webs much wors, and the shafts
in a slight degree rigid: the form o the bill, also, makes some

approximation towards that of Certhia and Synallaris. 1 hope

5000 *o indicate the subgenera of this interesting group, of
which there are several other specigs. } hiave o doubt it is the
grallatorial division of the Certhiana,

908, FunrNARIUS fasciatus.

Entirely banded, botl above and beneath, with black-
ish brown and white: crown grey, with dusky spots:
tip of the chin white. Thail rather lengthened.

Inhabits Peru. = Mus. Hooker. Nost.

Total longth 83 inches; bill, gapeld; front]; wings 8} ; tail,
beyond, 2; base 8{; tarsus I3 middle toe and claw §. Form
typical.  Bill nearly straight: tail with the lateral feathers
gradunted ; third apd fourth quill equal, and Jongest.

v
2009, Gensvs. ZexNornasia. Nob.

Wings, tail, ind feet assin Dendrocolaptes. Outer and
- middle toe of equal length; inner toe much shorter, and
equal to the hallux : anterior claws neach curved; hinder
less so0: bill short, straight, stfong, nearly as broad as
it is high, suddenly and considerably depressed neat the
tip, which is rounded, and slightly recurved ; gonys
oasccnding'; ‘commissure straight.

i i viously represents Zenops, in the
sugah;ﬂmmé%}?;i’??;,g whicslrn if totally differs in the
structure of its bill, tajl, and feet: i'n d_nc two latter membe.n.
it agrees with Dendrocolaptes, t0 which it is closely related i
affinity.  Nevertheless, as the five types o’f that genus have
been already pointed out, it follows that Zenophasia should
come immct'l‘mze!_v after: and, under thesc }'iews, it will take
the place hitherto assigned toSelcrurus; which thus appears to
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be only a subordinate form, connecting this with Furnarius. * 1
form this opinion, because, by this disposition of the groups in
the two circles, the contents of each will mutually represent
each other, in the followg manner: —

)

ANApaTINE, > Crrrmiax s,
Dendroma. Oxyurus.
Synallaxis. . Certhia,

Geobates, Furnarius.
Zemops. - Zenoplasia. .
Anabates. A Dendrocolaptes,

Zeg',grnasu platyryncha. .

Brown, inclining to chestnut or the back, and to ful-
vous beneath: chin,“throat, breast, and sides of the
head, varied with whitish stripes: body immaculate -
inner base .of the quills with a fulvous white hand:
inner wing covers white: tail rufous.

Inhabits Brazil. Mus. Nost.

Size of Zemops affinis ; but the tail is considerably longer.
Total length 5} inches ; bill, gapeﬁ; front §; wingg of; tail,
beyond, 14;; base 2%;; tarsus . The grétind colours are pre-
cisely the same as the rest of the Dendrocolupti; but there are
no pale stripes on the upper plumage, and they di
little beyond the breast. 14 e

‘ .

0. 9 210. Ze~ors affinis.

Chin, part of the throat, and stripe })eueath the ears,

pure white : tail rufous; the third pair of lateral fea-
thers black on their inner webs: bill with the culmen
very straight, and’the commissure recurved. '

Inhabits Brizil. Mus. Nost. o Zenops genibarbis, -

Zool. TIL. i. pl. 100. nec. Temm. PL:Col. 150. £, 1,

M. Temminck obstrves of the tail of his genibarbis, « Je
ronx vif est placé au bout de chaque penne, le deux demilieu
exceptées, qui sont d'un noir profond; le rouk occupe phid
d'espace sur les penaes latérales qui Sur celles placées vers le
centre.” 1In this, on the contrary, the whole of the feathers

* Another view, indeed, may be taken of this question ; namel g
birds I have placed tndet the. subgenus l)mdr:)lcolapla.'ne vt ':l?::r;:‘i

species of my Z] Auz : if this be correct, which I at t,
tm Z. wrbwl | stand as the type of lknlrmlnﬂup:}:n 't“;lo'u -
genils Igdrwo(nﬂa muygt be abolished : Zenophasia w then come in

one of the :ve bg , sti P ng Zenops as a subgenus of

o
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are entirely rufous, except the pair which follow the two middle
pair, which are deep black on their inner webs only. Tn M.Tem.
minck's figure the commissure is straight, but in this it is re-
markably recurved : the ground colofir of the quills is blackish
brown, with an oblique rufous band geross the primaries and

‘secondaries; but this is also seen in Z. genibarbis and dentiros-

tris; and all three have a eream-coloured stripe above the ears,

° 2P1. Zrnors dentirostris.

Bill very short ; the commissure nesrly straight ; the
tip of the upper mandible slightly inclined downwards,
and obsoletely notched. Tail rufous’ two pair of the
lateral feathers black on their innar webs.

Inhabits Demerara ? Mus. Nost.

Smaller than Z. affinis. Total length 4 inches; bill, front f} ;
wings 2 ; tail, beyond, } 7 base 1}; tarsus §; middle toe and
claw & The plumage is coloured like the last, axcepting that
two pair, and not one only, of the Jateral tail feathers are black
internally, and the white feathers of the throat are edged with
fulvous brown, -Thig singular little species, in its size, and par-
ticularly in the tail, "ogrees with Vieillot'siruficandus; but the
peculiar shape of the bill forbids the supposition of their being
the same,

\ o o
212, Cerrma Asiatica. it

+ Tail with numerous black bars ; the tips of the lateral
feathers obliquely rounded. Bill nearly an inch long.
Tnhabits India. Andersonian Museum.
“Total length 5] inches ; bill, from the gefte 55 from the front
{3 wings 22 . tail, beyond, 1 & ; base 2§ 3, taraus 3 ; middle toe
and claw the same; hidder ditto 3 The' general appeararce

Of this new spocies of true' Certhia is much like that of C. fu-

miliaris, but it is much larger, and ghe {ait featkers are more
obtuse ; 'lhe crown is almost dull black, with dnly a few narrow
‘ﬁl"_ stripes: fhe tail foathers, scapulars, and base of the pri-
maries ure crossed by ridyrow black transverse bars, of whicl
there are about twenty on the middle tail feathers. In other
respects, the colours and markings have a general resemblance
to those of C. familiaris.
T
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218. Cexturus flaviventris.

Head grey ; front and nape golden yellow ; spot in
the middle of the créwn (in the male only) crimson :
middle of the belly orange yellow : rump pure white.

Inhabits ?  Liverpool Museum.

Total length 9 inches ; bill, from thé gape 13; front 1}; wings
53 tail, beyond, 135 from the base 5} ; tarsus 2 5 hind toe and claw
scarcely 1. The upper plumage, like all the known species of
Centurus, is banded’ with black and white, excepting the rump,
which is pure white: the under plumage is cinereous white
the middle of the beliy being fine buff yellow : the red spot on
the crown is oval, and isolated : tail éhtirely black, except the
outer feathey, which has three obsolete bars and a white tip.
The female is known by the crown being entirely ciner¢ous
grey.

214. CentURUS rubriventris.

Front of the head, checks, and chin golden yellow;
ears, and connected stripes over the eyes, cinereous

white ; nape, middle of the crown, andhe belly, crimson :
rump pure white,

Inhabits ——?  Mus, Nost.

This most elegant species is the smallest Centurus T have yet
seen. 7 ptal length 7.% inches; bill, gape 1 ; front Y ; wings 1%
nearly as long as the tail, which from the base is S ; tarsus i
Upper plumage, asin the last, banded with black and white ; the

latter being narrower than the furmer : the broad greyish white
band over each eye unites in front, and there becomes white,
50 as to separate try golden yellow round the bill, from the
crimson of the -crowin ;. the yellow covers all the face before
the eye, and passes found the chin: the under plumage is light
cinereous grey ; the middle of the body w.od belly being tinged
with crimson; the tail feathers are black and unspotted, ex-
cept the base of the middle pair, and a foew spots and obsolete
bands on the outermost : bill deep black, L
.

125. QuiscArvs Peruvianus.

Bill one inch and a half long. Plumage glossy purple
on the head and neck, changing to. green on the boay
beneath : back, wings, and taii black, with an obscure
greenish gloss,
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Inhabits Peru. Mr.W. Hooker’s Collection. Mus. Nost.

Total length about 13} inches; bill from the gape 14 ; front
14 ; wings 743 taik from the base 73 ; Birsus nearly 2 ; middle toe
and claw 175 3 hinderditto 13.  Compissure of the bill slightly
sinuated in the middle. The purple q? the head and'part of the
neck gradually becomes steel blue on the breast, and then as-
sumes a greenish tinge on the interscapulars and under part
of she body : the greater wing covers, quills, back, rump, and
tail are almost entirely glossy black. 3

» 216. Quisocarus crassiostris.

Bill strong, one igch and a quarter long. Plumage
glossy purple on the head, neck, Back, and body : wings
and tail glossy black,

Inhabits Jamaica. Mr. W. Hooker’s Collection,

Total length about 10 inches ; bill, from the gape 11 ; front
1}; wings 6; tarsus 14; middle toe and claw I'% ; hind claw
15 Size of Q. versicofor ; but differs in having no green or
copper reflections whatsoever upon the plumage: the bills of
both are nearly of the same size and Lhicknc_ss; but in this the
commissure is not sinuated, the marging are more inflected.
and the tarsus rather longer : the third quill is shorter, and not
equal to the fourth. . o
. Y PY L]

217.* Aaraia melanotis, 8

&
Vivid green, striped with black above : middle of the
throat, and bodj benzath, pure yellow : front, and spot
on the sides of the head, velvet-black : wing covers and
quills black, margined with green andiblue: crown and
Tump yellowish. LBI0
Tohabits Pern. _BIr. W. Hooker's Collection. o

Total length 5 inches; bill, front 443 wifigs 2] ; tail, beyond, 1 ;
base 2; tarsus . General form and structere of 4. citrinclla,
tJ which it is elosely allied : the crown and back are marked in
the same way with blagk, but the feathezs on the head are
more scale-like; the chin is greea ; but the tip, close to the bill,
is black : the inner wing coyers are pure white: there is a yel. ;
lowish gloss on the erown; and a brighter yellow,_duded with
green, is on tho rump : the shoulder and lesser wing covers, as
well as the primaries, are edged with blue: but tho rest of the
wing feathers have green edgings : abroad band of Eack is in

front, and a large patch of the same covers the cars: before

AA2
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the eye is a crescent-shaped spot of light and vivid beryF green ;
the tail is edged with blue green.

218, Aaraia caeruleoceph®a,

Head and chin enfirely ewrulean blue : neck, back,
breast, and body velvet-black, varied with dark blue on
the flanks : rump, upper tail and wing covers, change-
able golden yellow. o 2 =

Inhabits Perus Mr. W. Hooker’s Collection,

Size and general structure of the next. Lores velvet-hack :
head beryl blue, richf® glossed with violet on the front and
¢hin : the lower halfof the neck, both®bove and below, as well
as the intersgapulars, the’ back, and all the under plumage, are
deep velvet-black, oxcept the sides of the body, where the fea-
thers are tipt with bright purple blue; but those on the under
tail covers are edged with blue green, as are also the quill and
tail feathers :ounder wing covers velvet-black ; the wing covers

are particularly brilliant.

219. Aeraia Peruviana.

Above, green, unspotted : rump, an®plumage beneath,
light cmrulean blue: front, crown, and sides of the
head rufous red -

e Inhabits Peru. Mr. W. Hooker's Collection.

&ize Md general structure of the last ; bat differs in having
the whole of the under plumage light blue ; in the shoulder
covers being areen, instead of golden wellowe and in the rump
being ererulean blue : the rufous®n the head in both specics is
terminated on the nape by a yellow margin.  In young birds
the upper part of tNe hgad is green ; the blue of the body gra-
dually assumes a%regnis® tinge townrd.s the vent, -

-

220. | Acuaia chrysoftera.

Green, unipoytéd: mdle of the breast and body sky-
blue : shoulder covers golden yellow': front, crown, arfd
sides of the head rufous red. °

2 Inhabits Demerara, T'anagrasgyrola, Auect. Pl, Enl.
183.f. 2.

Total length 4} inches ; bill front &; wings 2.7 tail, beyond,%;
base 2; tgrsus S s two species appear to have been cor.
founded under the specific game of gyrofa, I have retained that
name to the one figured in Zool. 1L ii. pl. 25., which has no .
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blue or! the plumage, nor yellow on the wing covers, and is pe-
culiar to Brazil : in this, on the contrary, the middle of the
breast and body, down to the vent, is of a bright cerulean
blue : the rich rufous of the head extends so as to margin the
chin round the base of the lower mandible : the thighs are rufous.

221. AREREMON semiforquatus.

~ Upper manditle of the bill black ; the lower yellow :
neck with a black semi-collar, open in front.

In’habizs Brazil. Mus. Nost.

Size and colour of A. flavirostris, Nog198. : but the white
stripe, which in that species commences behind the eye, takes
its origin, in this, from the nostrils, a8 in torguatus, and conse-
quently passes over the lores; the bill is shorter, ahd thicker at
the base ; and the wings are also rather shorter : the legs and
foet are dark brown, instead of a light fulvous; 1r is the outer
edge of the carpus bright ¥ellow : the semi.collar is so inter-
rupted’ as to Jeave only two black patehes: the fip of the chin
is also black.

222, Sunces. Pipreona.

SuBGEN. Cnu&cnn.—“’ings moderate ; the pri-
maries not narrowed: tarsus shorter than the middle toe;
lateral toes nearly equal, the inner being scarcely shorter
than the outer ; itmer, cleft to the base ; outer toe con-?
nected to the middle only as far as the first jon\ht: sail
very short. ;

The peculinr structure of the feet in this bitﬂ:‘;o different
from that of the typical Pipre, induces me to consider it as

the type of one of the subgenera; Mefipia is probably an-
other ; and I have an imperfect ncquqihtn‘ncnwilh a third.

Proneora chlorolepidota.

Above, parrot green ; beneath, yellow, each feather
having a green border: chin with a Central stripe of
orange yellow : quillg tipt with white,

Inhabits Peru. Mr. W, Hooker's Collection.

Size of a Robin. Total length 5] inches; bill, front § ; from
the gape fy} wings 3 tail, beyond f5; base 2; tarsus, ;s middle *
ticand claw 7. . The green is particularly vivid on the back ; it
forms a margin ro}u_ld the breast feathers, which are pale vellow.
ish, having an additional blackish lunule in the centre, 'only seen
_ when the feathers are raised : theseumarks almost disappear on

AA 3

" .
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the belly : the tail is even, each feather being mucronafe : fect
pale. I doubt not that this is the representation of the genus
Ptilochloris, in the ncighbguring circle of Verevince.

-

223. Crwerious superciliosus.

Above, olive green : ears, interscapulars, and under
plumage, rufous: stripe beneath the ear, and down the
middle of the throat, black; the latter bordered with
blue: crown margined by a broad superciliary stripe of
beryl colour : tail and secondaries blue, broadly tipt with
black. we -

Inhabits Spanish America. Mus. Nost.  3omotus
superciliosug.  Liverpool Institution.

Total length 14 inches; bill, gape 155 front 13; wings 4} ;
lateral tail feathers, beyond, 2; middle tail feathers, from the
base 8}; naked part of the shafts 2f.  This is the sccond spe-
cies of this remarkable subgenus now known. The narrow
black stripe beneath the ears takes its rise from the orbits, and
extends half way down the neck, having a small line of blue at *
its inner edge, just beneath the eye nnﬂ orbits: the black
stripo down the throat begins at the chin, and ends at the breast :
middle of the crown olive green: the spatules of the two
middle tail feathers are very large, and the terminal half are
Jeep black: the Lifteral tail feathers®are tipt with deep black,
and graggated: the beryl green stripes over the eyes are par-
tiemarly™large and brilliant.

1T

224, Cassicug latirestri=

Bill broader than high. Plumage black: head and
neck, above, chessguf: lateral tail feathers yellow, tipt
with black. O SES

Fahabits Peru.  Mr. W. Hooker's, Collection,

Total length abque 12 inches; bill, gape 1%; front 153
breadth of the froutlet f;  wings 7; tail, base 43 tarsus 13,
The remarkable form of the bill in this new and singular spe
cies deserves particular attention, becasse it is evidently a mo-
dification of that broad and depressed structure which belongs
to the fissirostral type, and to its representatives, throughout

*this class.  The frontlet advances far upon the forehead, and is
there so much dilated as to be three times as broad as this man-
dible is in depth, which consequently becomes remarkably -
pressed ; slie under nfindible is much thicker than the upper ;
and both, on their termingd half, are suddenly narrowed and
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comprdised. ThE wings have an obscure greenish gloss; but
there is none on the body: the chestnut on the crown and
back of the neck is very dark, and blended with the unglossed
black of the upper and under plumage: the bill appears to
have been white, or pale yellow : thegfour middle tail feathers,
the tips of the others, and the external margins of the outer-
most, are black; the ress fine yellow: third and fourth quills
longest. Y iy

» >

225. Rmaspnors ﬁelanogastcr.
bove, brownish black : rump, tail covers, and body
beneath, bright crimson: head, thivat, and breast, red-
dich chestnut: thighs, and middle of the body, black.
Inhabits Peru. Mr. W. Hooker's Collection.

Size of R. nigro-gularis of Spix: form typical. Total length
about 7} inches; bill, gape % front §; wings 533 tail, beyond,
1; base 8 y; tarsus % The head, throat, and \:ren.st are of the
same dark colour asin R. atrococeineus; but the rufnp, tail covers,
and the sides of the body are bright erimson; which colour
blends into the darker hue of the throat, upon the breast: the
middle of the body nnd belly are deep black. The female is light
brown above, graduating into rufous red on the rump and tail
covers: the under parts are of the same tint, but not so bright;
the throat being brown. | Wings and tail plack in the male,
and brown in the famale: bill black ; the base bluish white,

290. Lamproronsis chloroplerus. ”

Uniform shining sea-green on the whole.w< the back,
wings, and tail: ears, shoulder and inner wing covers,
flanks, and belly, blue ; greater am’l'lesser WINZ COVErs

with black spots. 5 .
Inhabits Westeriz Africa. Mus. Nost. o
Total length about 7t inches ; bill, gape 1; front, {55 wingg

4}; tail, beyond, §; bns,c 9; tarsus 1. The smallest African

species T have yet seen of this genus. It has nger_lcr:al resem.

blance to Cynnotis, but js much smaller; and the tail, instead of
being purple, is of the same glossy green colour as the wings,
wills, back, and all the upper plumage: the ground colour of
the under parts is the sime; but on the flanks, belly, and innep,
wing covers the green changes to blue, yet without any lilac or
urple reflections: the ears and the shoulder covers are alsg
Tich bluc: under tail covers green. This has come into my
possession since the publication of Zhe Birds of Western Africa,
AAd



* distinct.  It"is one of the most beautiful of the whole

. <
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227, LAMpROTORNIS pha.znicoﬁerua. ly

Sea green, glossed with blue on the head, rump, tail,
and tlﬁg:, and with vlolet on the ears:ehoulder covers
greenish blue, marginad by a flame-coloured and violet
band. Inner webs of the primaries with a centra] notch.

Inhabits South Africa. Dr. *Burchell's Collection,
No. 336.

Total Tength abowt 9] inches; bill, gape 13 front  ; wings
5755 tail, beyond, about 13 ; base 873 tarsus 13, is i un-
questionably the Nakifp of Le Vaillant, pl. 89., which Lin~
nzean authors have continued to place weth their Turdes auratus,
PL Enl 510, although %Le Vaillant himself considered them

genus,
distinguishable at first sight by the red or fiery coloured band
on the last ragge of the shoulder coyers, whieh'is deep copper,
glossed with lilac and flame-colour ; the upper range of feathers
being green Blue: the ears and sides of the head are tinged
with violet blue; and the blue predominates over the green on
the rump, tail, thighs, vent, and under tail covers: the inner
wing covers are violet blue, and the inneswebs of the quills

dull blackish green ; the ter and Jesser covers are spotted
with black, b %

’ $ 4

. 208, Brvneuors albicellis.

Eron®lores, neck, throat, and under plumage, white :
crown, nape, body above, and wings, brown : tail white,
the two niiMle feathers with their mner2veb brown.

Inhabits India, Mus. Nost.

Total léngth aboweg 8 inches; bill, the under mandible from
the gape 345 wings 194e about 4] longer than the tail ; tail,
base 4} ; depth of the fork J5; tarsus fio Bill orange yellow,
dusky horn colour towards the end : feet yellow ; elaws blackish,
This species isat onse” disainguuhed by having the whole of
the neck, both above and ‘below, pure white: the tail is the
same, but the two middle feathers have a stripe of brown thé"
crown, nape, back, and scapulars are derk br?wn, passing into
blackish on the wings: all the quills are tipt more or less
with white, except the six first primasies ; the brown on the

- erown includes the eye and ears, but ends abruptly at the

nape ; and the white of the upper neck advances on the inters
scapulars, bt terminates abruptly there. There now appears
to be, at thee least, five"species of this singular genus ; namely,
1. the orealis of North Aferica (the migra of Wilson) ;
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9. alb}ostris, Lich. Berlin Cat. 80.; 8. orientalis, Rupp.
Atlas, pl. 24.; 4. melanurus, Nob. No. 176. ; 5. albicollis. 1
have not yet seen the cinerascens and brevirostris of Spix, placed
by Wagler as the young, in different stages of growth, of
borealis. ©

220. Rarius nivosus.

Black: wings and back varied with olive brown :
upper plumage with numerous ‘snow-white oval spots
on the neck and back, and with stripes'on the scapulars;
under plumage entirely banded and spotted with white
and black. ks

Inhabits —— 2 Mus. Nost. »

Total length 10§ inches; bill, gape 17;; front 15; wings
4yl tail, beyond, Jy; base 2 tarsus 14; middle toe and
claw 12; hind ditto ., Bill strong; the upper mandible
much eurved towards the tip, and distinctly notched ; but the
gonys is straight:  the colour seems yellowish“green, with a
red spot at the base. The ground colour of the whole plumage
is black ; but the margins of the feathers on the wing covers,
scapulars, back, andyrump are olive brown: quills sooty black ;
the outermost with five white marginal spots: under tail
covers white: crown and loresiblackish ; the former with a few
whitish specks: each feather of the neck agd under scapulars
has two oval spots, purely white, near the tip: tail brownish,

black, edged with olive: legs'red: the uggs ply : s
entirely black and white, striped on the neck; % | banded on
the body. iy o
. ot
. A s
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% great object which the Author hoe had, for the last
e years, in forming this Museum, was to trace and
tidate that system which it is hi®Mitention to develope
he Caniner op Naruran Hosory.  As his labours,
efore, in each department are broughtebefore the
blic, he wishes to be released of the subjects belong-
to it, that so much of his time may nof be absorbed
‘ 16 constant care of a collection, now begpme, collect-
S8 =0 large, as to require a separate building for its
display. The Quadrapeds and Birds having now
% finished, thege portions, with the exception of two
ree families, may be acquired by any Public Insti-
n or private individual, either as a whole, or por-
containing entire Yfamilies. The Shells and Insects

retained utttil the Volumes on these department®
finished. The purchase-money may be paid by -
ents, or athengise, as may be most convenient to
purchasers : and further particulars may be known

letter addressed to the Author,
o

yitenhanger Green, t.le.\x S Alban's, t!ert.
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