Naglingam : Couroupita guianensis Aubl. Lecythidaceae

The Nagalingam flower, botanically known as Couroupita guianensis of the family
Lecythidaceae, is a native plant of Guianas and now introduced and grown in many tropical
countries of the World. It is known as cannon ball tree in English as the fruits are looking like
ball which are hanging along the tree trunk. It is revered for its striking resemblance to
Shivalingam, hooded by a cobra which is symbolic of Lord Shiva. The name itself comes from
"naga" meaning the serpent and "lingam" meaning Shiva's symbol of generative power. These
sacred trees are often found near Shiva temples and are considered auspicious for offerings. On
occasions like Shivaratri and Nag Panchami, the flowers are especially sought after for rituals.
Devotees believe offering them can help alleviate Sarpa dosha or the serpent curse in one’s
horoscope. The cobra, associated with protection and fertility, further deepens the flower’s

spiritual significance in Hindu and Buddhist traditions.
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