Jarul: Lagerstroemia speciosa (L.) Martyn; Family- Lythraceae

This plant is also known with the botanical name Lagerstroemia flos-reginae in some earlier
published flora and now correctly known as Lagerstroemia speciosa as accepted name. It has a
common vernacular name Jarul in Bengali as well as Hindi and in English known as Pride of
India, Queen-flower, Prinma, Queen Crape Myrtle, etc. It has vast distribution from India, China
to Australia. In Hindi the jarul means the “queen of flowers™ signifies the status and association
of beauty as well as royalty. This plant is recognized as the state flower of Maharashtra, India. It
is a fascinating tree with several unique features and thus considered as the national tree of the
Philippines and is admire for its vibrant, showy flowers which are beloved by the bees and
butterflies as pollinators. In Buddhism it is said to have been used as the tree for achieving
enlightenment by some Buddhas. In Hindu mythology it is linked with the worship of Lord
Brahma to bring the prosperity to the household. It is mentioned in the Ramayana and is believed
to bring blessings to homes where its flowers are present. Moreover, in the Ramayana,
specifically in the Kishkinda and Aranya Kanda sections, plant is mentioned by the name
‘Syandana’. Jarul is a constructional timber of commercial importance used for planking, piles,
bridges, boats, carts, furniture, wheels, boxes, etc. It has some medicinal uses too as leaves are

purgative, diuretic, and deobstruent. The decoction of dried fruits and leaves is used in diabetes.
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