Coral Wood : Adenanthera pavonina L. Fabaceae

Adenanthera pavonina L. (Family Fabaceae), commonly known as raktachandan,
kanchanadana in Bengali is a prominent tree in Indian folklore. It is known as Coral wood, Red
Sandal Wood in English. Its distribution is in South-east Asia to Australia. Its seeds are believed to
possess magical properties, with legend suggesting that splitting a seed reveals images of twelve
elephants inside, symbolizing prosperity and auspiciousness. The red dye obtained from the bark of
the tree is used by Hindus to prepare tilak (spot on forehead of Brahmins) for various religious
ceremonies. Historically, these seeds were used as a unit of measurement for weighing precious
metals like gold in India and Sri Lanka due to their uniform size. Thus, they came to be known as
“Saga” tree in Malay language which translates to “goldsmith”. In China, the seeds are known
as "Xiang Si Dou" which translates to "mutual love beans", symbolizing deep affection and are

often used in jewellery.
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