Royal Palm : Roystonea regia (Kunth) O.F. Cook Arecaceae

The Royal Palm (Roystonea regia) tree holds religious and cultural significance, particularly
in Cuba, where it is associated with Shango (a Yoruba deity) and Aggayu (his father) in Santeria and
other religions. In Santeria, a syncretic religion with roots in West African traditions, the Royal Palm
is associated with Shango, the God of thunder and lightning, and Aggayu, his father. The Royal
Palm’s leaves are used in Palm Sunday celebrations in Roman Catholicism, a practice rooted in the
biblical story of Jesus entering Jerusalem. The Royal Palm also holds symbolic importance in other

religious contexts, such as Palo Mayombe and Abekua fraternities in Cuba.
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