






















































































































































































































































































110 TH E F OOD OF ANI MA LS 

manly kno wn perhaps as " green fly ". The larv ce of these 
bee tles affect the same diet as their parents. They are bri stly­
looking creatur es of bluish-gr ey colour flecked with yellowish 
spots. 

S CAVENGING-BEETLES (fig. 386).-S everal famili es of Beetles 
include species which either in the adult or larval stage, or in 
both, feed upon decayin g animal matter, or upon skins, food of 
anim al ori g in, &c. Of these perhaps the most remarkable 
the Ca rrion-B ee tles (Szlph£dce), among which the Buryin g -Be etles 
(sp ecies of iV ecrophorus) are well known from their habit of 
bur ying the carcasses of small mamm als, bird s, &c., from und er 
which the y excavate the earth, after wards covering them over. 
Their eggs are laid in this carrion , which furnish es an abund ant 
supply of savoury food to the lar vce. To the same family belon g 
the Rove Carrion-B eetles (speci es of S£!pha), of which the larv ce 
live, in ma ny species, upon decaying anim al matter. The 
members of anoth er family (Hi steridce) were formerly suppos ed 
to feed upon the decayin g matter amon g which they live, but it 
appears that this is not really the case, both adult insects and their 
la rvce bein g of predac eous habit, and preyin g upon fly - maggo ts 
a nd the like. The larvce of one widely -distributed family of 
bee tles (Dermestid ce) feed mainl y on dried animal matter, and 
are found in skins, fur, and even horse-hair, while in the Bacon ­
Bee tle (Dermestes lardarzus) they are found in different sorts of 
a nim al food. -

NET-W I NGED INS E CTS (NEUROPTERA) 

A large numb er of the insects contained in thi s heteroge neous 
a nd ex tens ive orde r are predaceo us in habit , and in such cases 
the la rvce, which in many group s are aquatic, rival or exce l the 
adult s in their bloodthir sty tendencies. Among the most im­
portant members of the order. living on land throu ghout their 
entire existence are the T ermites and Bitin g -Lic e. T ermit es 
popu larly known as W hite-" a?ts ", will be dealt with later on: 
when soci al insects a re . desc ribed, in any case only need 
pass ing mention here, since wood . 1s the staple of their di et, 
though they are a lso mor e or to cannib alism. 

BITING - L ICE a re small wingless insects, living as external 
paras ites on th e bodies of more espe cially, on 
birds (wh ence the name of bird-lice 1s commonl y g iven to 
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THE .INDIAN ELEPHANT (Ettelepha s lndicus ) 

. Elephants , the largest land anim als now existing, are re­

presented by two distinct kinds " the African Elephant (Lox odon 
Africanus) and Indian Elephant (EuelejJhas bzdicus ), native re­
spectively to Africa and South Asia . These · animals are adapted 
by their structure to vegetable food, which is secured by the pre­
hensile trunk, this enabling them to seize food from the ground 
or from l'ligh above their heads with equal ease. Of front teeth 
only two upper incisors are present, which constitute the familiar 
tusks, serving as formidable defensive weapons. In adult elephants 

not more than four large and complicat ed grind ing-t eeth are in 
, pla.ce at the same time. These consist· of three sorts of materi al 

df different degrees of hardness, and thus always present an 

effective ridged crown for breaking up the food. The ridges are 
much narrower and ·more numerous in the Indian than in th e 
African speci es. The stomach is simple, but the intestines are of 

len gth, in correlation with the nature of the food, which is 
more difficult to digest and absorb than the flesh diet of car­
nivorous anim als. 
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