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PREFACE TO REVISED EDITION.

DunrNc the ter.r years rvhich have passed since tl.re publication

o{ the " Birds of the Bahama Islands " so much has been added to

oul kr.rowledge of tlre natural history of the islands, ar.rd so many

changcs have been n-rade ir.t tl.re not.t.ienclature of tl.re subject, that

it has been thought advisable to issue thc ferv remaining copies of

the first edition in the- form of a revised edition, giving the species

or races described or elirninated, ancl rvhatever changes that have

l;een macle dnring that time,

Although rnuch has been lealned regarding the natrrral hisiory

of the West Indies, d urins- the past tcn years, a great ' deal yet

rt:mains to be clone, especially in tlre interior of some of the larger

islands. It is probable tl.rat Great Baharla, Abaco, Maraguana,

Inagua, and in fact, r.nany of the islands, still contain much rl'hich

rvould well repay the naturalist who lvould take the tir.ne and

trouble to properly etplore ther.u.

C- B. C.
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PR E FAC E.

TrrE llal.rama Islancls have, of late years, become such a popular

resort, and so n.Iany people visit thern every rvinter for the enjoy'

rnent ol thc ioltc /ar nbnle life and magnificent climate alrvays

for.urcl in those sctt.ri-tropical regions, that I heve been inducecl.to

publish thc prcsent volutne, rvith the hope of being able to throrv

some light r.rpon a subject in rvhich r.uost travellers, as rvell as

scicntists, are intcrcstecl, r'iz', the tnany species of birds rvhich

are rcsiclent or occasional visitants to those islands, about rvhich' at

prescnt, so vcry little is known. I shall comlnence l'ith a short

account of rttl' personal erpcriences s'hile cruising among the

islancls, ir.r ortlcr to givc some idea oi the nature ancl custotns of

the country, ancl the best localities for the ornithologist and sports

rlan to visit.

Part II. rvill be clevoted to ornithology, giving a list of the

spccies founcl ou tl.re islancls, rvith notes regarding their habits'

rnigrations, ctc.

In thc dcscriptions of the birds, I have endeavored to poil.rt

out the chat'acters by rvhich allied species may most easily bc clis-k

I
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4 PREFACE.

tinguislred from one anothcr, ancl in species rvhich resemble cach

other so much as to render identification clifficuit, the cl.raracter-

istic points of difference are put in italics.

In conclusion, I rvish to e.\prcss n1). sincere thanks to nty
ornithological friends i. gc,eral, for thcir lii.d assista.ce, a.cl
especially to Mr. Gronce N. L,rrvHercr, of Ncrv york, for much
valuablc infonnation.

C. B. CORY.
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PECIES AND SUBSPECIES DESCRIBED SINCE I88O.

GEOTHLYP$ CORW' Aingw'

Conv's Yel-Lorv'rHroetto WengLer'
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SPECIES DESCRIIJED SINCE IE80.
shape. Female very different fr.ou that of iny other knorvn species,being bright olive-green above ancl entirely pure gamboge yellorvbelor,v, rvith ashy auriculars ancl yellorvislr foreiea.l, 

"ancl 
superciliarystr;pe. Black rnask borderecl by ,vellorv, and not ashy, as in G.roslrahts," 

- Ritdgwal,, ori.q.. t/t.t6y. 1, 6.

H,rsrrar.. Eieuthera Islancl.

GEO?ELy_t,/s 77-\_.\.ERt. R *t,.
Tr llrt,-s \.riLLor.L_H noll,El, \\,.1RrLIR.

Geot/t/1,pis tanneri. I
tsirds or the west ,,0,.,,t1*.Ji',ili;"' 

p' 335 11886); cory,

I)escribed as ,, sirlilar
straiglrter, black of the fr 

G' nryi' but bill nrore rol:ust ancl

border to,,,".r.,,,;,"., T:'".l"ffi; ":j.,fi1,"rJ1,";:";",#::
crorvn; olive-green of upper parts tnuch duller., ancl yellor,r oflorver parts less intense.,,

H.rsrr.rr. Abaco.Islancl, Bahantas.

G E O TlfZ yprs TR ICtfA S RE S Z,R rc?CS. ( Malnanl.)
Geol/z!,pis t eslricta. Mal,narcl, A nrerican Eichange and Mart,p. 69, Feb. 5, 1887.

resiclent sLrbspecios, u,hich ntay prove toracc. It is dcscrjl;ecl as cliffering fronr

. A somewhat doubtful
b e a fairly well marked
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SPECIES ANI] SUBSPECIES DESCRIRED SINCtr I88o.

POLIOPTILA C,1i R ULEA C/ESIOGAS"ER. Ridgw.

Reullr,r Gr,rr,Ce,rculr.

P ioptilt, cantlta ccrsi.t.gostet.. Ridgrey, Manual N. A. Birds,
p.569 (r887) ; Cory, Birds of the \\rest Indies, 1:.37 (r389).

Sp. Cnln, -.,, Lot er parts light bluisli gray, deeper laterally ;

rqryer parts deep bJuish plumbeous, sonrervhat bluer on top of the
head, but scarcely, if anr. at all, paler on r:um.p. About the size of
P. crenr.lea." - Rzld{2u., l. c,

H,q.urer. Baharla Islands. (Resiclent.)

GEOIEIYPIS CORYI. Ridgw.

CoRy's YELLow-TERoAT.ED WARtsLER.

Ceot/tlyy'is to:i. Ilidgir,., AuL, III., pp. 33+, 335 (r886); Cory,
[iirds of the \\rest Indies, p. 287 (1889). '

Sp. Cuan. - " In plunrage mucl.t reser)tbli ng G. betdingi no6is
(frorn Lorver California), but 1'ellon, o{ lorver parts rvith less of an
omnge tint, the sides and upper parts rvithout any olive$rown
tinge; the flanks briqht greenish yellorv, and the yellow posterior
border to the black 'rlask' r.r.ruch narrower and less purely yelloiv.
Folrn very different; the bill aboLrt trvice as large, ancl of different

I
I



SI'ECIES D}:SCRIBED SINCtr I E80'

shape. Fenale very different from that of -any othcr knorvn species,

being bright olive-green above and cntirely purc garnboge yellou'

belorv, rvith ashy auriculars and yel)orvish foreheacl, and superciliar'1

stripe. Black mask bordcrecl lt1' yellorv, and not ashy, as in C.

rostralas." - Ridgzuay, orig. ducr. /. r.

H,retrar. Eleuthela I slancl.

G E OT TTL YI']S IA.\AIER/, RidC "

T-ru:ltt's YELLo\\'-'I HRoATED \\'ARlil.ER.

Geotfilypis tauteri. Ridgrvay, Auk, III., p. 335 1r886) ; Cory,

Birds of the West Indies, p.287 (t889).

Described as " similar to G. roryl, but bill morc robust antl

straigliter, black oI the forehead more extended, yellorv posterior

border to 'mask' paler, and clranging to yellorvish gray across

crorvn; olive-green of upper parts ltruch duller, and ycllolr of

lorver parts less i ntense."

H,rerra,. Abaco.lsland, Bahanras.

G E O TEL Y/'l S TR I L- I{A,S R E S 7 R I C I' L'S. ( Malta r, /.\

Geothlypis reslritla. Illa1'uarrl, Anrerican Eichange and Mart,

p. 69, Feb. 5, 1887.

A somewhat doubtful resident subspecies, thich may Prove to

b e a fairly rvell marked race. It is describecl as cliffering from

I

I



SPECIES DESCRIIIED SINCE I88O.

G. lrichas in having the black mask restricted on the cl.reeks to
the same rvidth as on the forehead, with the space next to the
bleck abruptly ashy, and the rvings shorter and rounder.

Bahanras.

ISIREO ALLENI. Cory.

Ar,r,BN's Vrnro.

I.'irco allni. Cory, Auk, III., pp. 5oo, 50r (r886); -rd., I3irds

of the West Indies, p. 75 ( r S89).

I,'lreo crassiro.slri.s lZaz,tstetr. Ridgrv., Manual N. A. Ilirds,
p. +76 (r8871.

Sr'. Crr,rn. - Above dull olive, sl.roiving a dull r.ellorv tirrge on

the foreheacl; a stripe o{ ycllorv fr.onr tlre upper rnanclible to tl.re

e)-e, the 1'ellorv sliorving on the ripper and lorver evelicls; entire
uu,lcr surface dull vcllorv, tingecl rvith olive on the flanks and

sidcs; ttvo clistinct, ),cllorvish rvhite wins bands; quills dark brorvn,

nrost of thc feathcls cclged rvith l,ellosish greeD on the outer s,ebs;

tail brown, shou,ing faint olive cdginrs on the outer lvebs; bill
horn color; legs dark brorvn or s)aty broivn.'

Length, 4.ro; rving, 2.30; tail, r.85; tarsus, .75; bill, .45.

H.\strer. Gt'ancl Cayman (type), Conception Island, Exuma
Island, Runr l(ay, Lonrr Is)and, aud Irragua.

l'lris form is allicd to L'. crassiro-rlris, but has the under parts

yellolv and the back dull olive.green.

-



SPECIES DESCRIIJED SINCI': I88O'

SPLNDALIS ZE]-A T Oll/t\TSENDl' Rilgtrt'

Torvitse^*P's IJAlr.{ltA FINCH.

Spinrtalis zena loa'nsett'tli. I{idgrv', Proc' U ' S' Nat' I\Ius'' X"

p. 3 (1887) ; Corv, Birds of the West Indies, p' 289 (1889)'

Sp. CHan. - Described ats bcing similar to S' zena, but rvith the

back either entirely olive or much mixed t'ith this color' instead

bt b"ing uniform black. A sonrenhat doubtful form' Specitnens

flom Nerv Providence ofteu llal'e tlie back shorving olive'

Herrrer. Abaco Islarlcl.

ICTER L'S NORTHROPI. Atlm.

NoRTHRor,'s ORloLE.

fcturas tortht'ofz' Allen, ALrk, p.3a3 (t89o)'

Atlutt llIale. - Whole anterior half of the body, as far as the

middle of tl,e breast bclorv, ar.rd inclucling the interscallulir:m above,

together rvith the rvings (except the lesser ar.rd rnecliatr coverts) and

tail, deep black; rest of the bodv, the thighs, lesser and meclian

rving-coverts, edge of tlie rvings, lorvcr rvinq-coverts and axillars'

rich lemon yellorv; great rving-covet'ts ancl primaries very tlarros'ly

edged, ancl the outer tail-featl.rc;s I'ery narros'I1' tipped rvith rvlrite;

bill ancl feet black; lotter nrandible. rvith the basal third, bluisli'

In one specimen the longest ts'o Iorver tail'coverts are mixed

yellorv and black. In t'he othcr specitriens they are all wholly

yellorv.

.\
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I SPECIES DI'SCRIl}ED SINCE I88O.

Ar{ull Ftnale. - Similar to thc rn:rle, except slightly sn.raller'

ar.rd rvith the back a little less. lustrous. (AIlcn, orig. dcscr', l. c.)

Heerrer. Anclros Islancl.,

aGELAIUS PII(EAUCEL'S )i R LANTL Ridgtt'-

Btn,rue Rto-wtNgcP lllacxtttnn'

Ag aius thcnicctrs ltyanli. Ridgrvay, I\lanual N. A' Birds'

p. 37o (r887).

Sp. Crr.rn. - Differs very slightly, if any, in coloration fron.t

A. Phenicer.r, but is clair.ned to vary in its proportions, having the

bill larger and the general size smaller.

DR I'OJIA 7ES I4LLOSUS MA\1\URD/. Ril:ttt.

fl.rvxe.xn' \\'rn'DPECxER.

Picus t,illosus. Bryant, Pr. Bost. Soc. Nat. Hist., VII', p. ro6

(r859) ; Cory, Bds. Balrama, L, p. rzo (r88o).

Pinr-c itt-;ularis. \Ia1'n., Thc Nat. in frlorida, I., No. -1 (I885) ;

not o[ Gould, I86 2.

Picus z:illosus ittsttlaris. Cory, List Bds. W. I., p. I9 (r885).

Dry,s[4rt z'illostr.s nta-1'nart{i. Ridgs'., NIan. N. A. Bds', p' z8z

( r 887) ; Cory, ilirds of tl.re West Indies, p'. r 7o ( I 889).

Sp. CHen. l[alc. - Above black, with a rvhite band dorvn thei

middle of the back, finely linej rvith black; all the quills, middle

and larger wing-coverts rvith nuurerous sPots of rvhite; crown

black; a patch over the eye, aud a stripe from the mandible to the

r



SPECIES DESCRIIIT,D SINCE I88O.

nape, white; a black stripe from the eye, passint thr.ough the
cheeks, over the nape, and joining the black of the back; a scarlet
crescent around tlre base of the skull. joining the s,hite superciliary
stripe; under parts asliy, l'ith thc sicles mottlecl and stripecl rvith
black; ts,o outer tail-feathers rvhite, cdged and tipped rvith pale
bron'n; third black, rvith a patch of 1:ale brorvrr upon the outer
rveb ; the others black.

Frmab. - The scarlet cr.escent rr anting ; replacccl by rvhite.

Length, 7.25 ; \\'ing, +.2o; tail, j i tarsus, .io; bill, r.
Haurer. Northern Bahanra Islauds.

Tlris form cliffers fronr D.;,i//ostts in thc grcater extent of
rvhite in front of tlre eye, the black str.eaks on the sidcs of the
breast, and black shaft lincs on the rvhite feathcrs of the back.

CENTLIR US NYEAN(/S. Ru.tfo).

NyE's WooDpECKaR.

\-j-

Cenltrru-t lUUa s. Ridgrvay, Auk, I I I., p. 336 (r 3g6) ; Cory,
Birds of the West Indies,.p. 295 (1889).

" Similar to C, suferti/tlaris of Cuba, but much srnallcr; the
rvhite bars of upper parts and gray of lorver parts almost errtirely
devoid of l,ellorv tinge; red of bclly and black superciliary spot
more restricted, and outer rvebs of ntiddlc tail-feathers rvithout
spots." - Ridg,, l. e .

H.E srrA.r. Watling's Island, Balramas.



SPT:CIES DESCITIBED SINCE I88O.

CE-IY?L,R (;S BI..! KET. Ri|ga.

BT,AKE's \ rooD|ECKER..

Cttlurus b/ntr'd. Ridgrv., Auk, III., p. 337 (r886) ; Cory, Birds

of the West Inclies, p. 296 (r389).

"Sinrilar to C. tycanus, but t.unch darker; the forehead pale

drab, or light grayish buff, insteacl of pure rvhite; auriculars decp

light clr:ab, foreneck and chcst olivaceous drab, and lighter. bars of

black; scapulars and rutrp light dingl' buff, instcad o{ nearly pure

rvhite ; frontlet, clull orange reci, insteacl of pure vcrmilion or scar-

let." - Ri,{gzu, l. c.

Hlerrer. Abaco Islaird.

COCC |'ZAS IIA l'A1,lt D /. (Ridga,.)

MAYNARD's ( lrrcK{)o-

Coccyzus ta)ryan{r. Ridgrtay, N{ar.rual of N. A. Birds, p.274
(r887) I Cory, Bircls of the West Indies, p. 296 (r889).

Srlraller and 1;aler tlian C. mitor.; uncler parts bulT or ashy, not

L,cl)r'aceous, as in (. uinor.

Haurla't. lhlranra I slands
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SPECIES DESCRIBED SINCE I88O.

R) LI-('S COR t'L Mdtndld,

CoRY s RAIL

Ra//u.s coryi. Maynard, American Exchange and NIart, Bostou,

Jau. r5 (rS87) ; 16., Feb. 5 (1887) ; 'Cory, Birds of the West Indies,

p. :5.1 (:SS9).

Sp. Cuen.- "Above pale yellorvish brorvn, streaked ri'ith pale

ashy; wings, light reddish blou'tr.. bcconring palcr on the outer

edges; beneath pale ash1, tinged rvith reddislt across the breast,

becoming rvhite on the tl.rroat ancl abdotnen; banded faintly on

sides and flanks t,ith rvhite and pale ashy."- fulaynard, /. t.

Length, rr.45; rving,5; tail,2.35; tarus, t.65.

Hantter. Ar.rdros Island.

ARDEA B!1EA ME NSIS. Bretu:tter-

B,\HA-I,IA GREEN HERON.

Artfua hnlmxtrtt-tis. Brervster, Auk, V.. p. 83 (I888) ; Cory, Birds

of the West Indies, P. 298 (t 8$9)'

Sp. Csan. - Snraller than A. tit'r'-tcttts; the general cc,loriug

much paler, brorvuer, or ycllorver, ancl more uniform; the forehead

strongly tinged with bron,nish; the 1i*-ht edging of the secondaries

broader; the dorsal plutles anrl rutlp ouly slightly, sometiures not

at all, greenish; top of head clark dull grcen, strongly tinged with

brorvnish on the foreheacl; throat, jugulum, and foreneck creamy

I

I
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SPECIES ADDED SINCI1 I88O.

rvhite, rvith clusky spotting on the jugulumI remainder of l.read ancl

neck )ight chestnut, approaching ciunamon in places; fore part and

sides of back lusty cinnamon; rutrtp ancl rnost o[ upper tail-col'erts

drab; dorsal plumes c1u1l greenish, the central ones glaucous, r'vith a

tinge of lilac; u'ings and tail dull green, the rviug-coverts edged

broacllr, on both rvebs, the seconclalics lllore narrorvly on the otlter

rvebs only, with rust]' or rvhitish uudcr lvitrq-covclts: breaqt, abclo-

men, crissun.t, and sides oi the bc,dy, light yeilorvish dtal:"'-
Rrez,,stcr, orig. dcstr.. 1. t.

H.qsrr.\T. Bahaua Islands (Rtrm Iial', Watling's Island' Abaco

Islaud).

Tlris {or:r.n is probably residerlt in the Bahamas. A - oiresrcn'-t is

also cornmon in tlre Bahanras, attcl extencls tirroughont thc West

I nd ies.

SPECIES AND SUI]SPE(]IIiS \\'HICI I HAVtr I]EEN ADDED TO

THtr FAUNA SINCIT t83o.

AtIl[ODRAi'| t.:\ S,'t I/A:VNA R U'M. t.G']t/ )

Scrtruronr Yt:l-t.orv-wtnt;eD Sr"lnnow'

'fhis species is recorded by Maynard as occurring in the Baharnas.

\A mnaotlranru s au-tlralis maYn.)

-,: \
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COI{RECTIO\S J\\D CHANGES S]NCF: I88O.

Alllt'IODRAMLTS SA t A 
^.N/1R 

U:11 ?;ISSERINtt-|. t Wils.1

' YELLow-.wI\-a;ED St,lntory.

This fonl has been takcu in the Baltamas. Specimens from

Andros Island and New Plovidence are in my collectiol.

ZAll US ll RGEN7HT(.r5. Brrita
IIT,tRRTNG Gul-r,.

A bird of this species rvas killccl near Nassau during the ri,inter

of rSS3, ancl another seen in Januai'y. 1889.

CORRECTIONS AND CHANGES WHICH
. SINCE rtl8o, WITH REMARKS ON

\\'HTCH SHOULD I}U EL]MINATED.

HAVE ]}EEN MADE
SI,]VE1{AL SPECIES

z

-1,t .IOCICELI R [.-BR1]'"8-t. (Ttntu.)

'll.ris species is restrictccl to the island of Cul:a, and n.e hate no

arithentic recor:d of its capture in the Bahanras. The specir.r.rens

identifierl by Dr. I3ryant as this species were probably M. plumbaa.

LO.\.1G / LL-t NOCT/S. qtilu.)

This species, rvhich rvas given by hre as occurring in Inagua, is

not found north of the Lesscr Antilies. The specimens tlhich I
identified at that time as L, nor/is rrere merelv small exanrples of
L. ;'tolnrto.
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CORIiEC'I'IOr'S ANI) CIIA\GES SINCE I.38O.

S PINDALl^\ ZEN.4. t lirrt. t

On page 93 ntention is nrade of this slrecics as occurrins- in

Jamaica. Gosse writes of it as S. zentt, bl.l S', zuta is rcstr.ictcd to
the Bahamas; an allied specics. ,S. igrittf/tala, be ing found in
J artraica.

. SPORA DlNtiS BR..tCEt. Lozeu-,

This tl pe tt| S. irarci is a rrummy, and the color of the feathers
may liavc been slightly changed in colrsecluence. It cannot be con_

si<lered as separable from s. t.etordii.

SA URO?IIER.,1 BA lriLIENStS. B4.aa/.

This species is found on Andros Island and Nerv providence.

A series of specimens from the forrner islarrd appear to be slightly
darker than the specimens from Nerv Providenci, but the color
varies. On page r r 6, no mention is made of the rvhite tail spots,-

which are one of tlre characters of the adult; the bird there
described being an imrnature specimen. The adult bird, in breeding
plumage, has a subterminal band of black on the tail-feathers,

which are broadly tipped with rvhite, excepting the two central
ones, which .only show a faint line of white on the extreme tips.

COLUMBIGALLTNA PASSERINA. (Iin.)
Mr. Maynard separated the Bahama bird as paler and smaller

than the nrainland bird, and having the bill constantly wholly black.
The form has since been found to be untenable, n'one of the char-
acters being constant.



CORRECTTO\S AND CHANGES SINCE I83O.

PA ND I O -\- E.J LI-t TL'S CA R OZIND tY-S /-5. (.Gncl.)

'l'his osprev is comtlon in the Bahamas, Mr. Maynard has

descriLrecl tl.rc Bahama bird as P. ridgwayi; bnt in a series of

specirnen-s I finC no differer.rces sufficient to war'raut its separation

frorr birds frotrt the nririnlanrl.

ARDE/'1 CYANIROSTR lS. CorY.

ln originally describing this bird as new, I considerecl it distinct

fron A. tricolor nt.il.collis [rorn the totally different coloration of tl.re

bill and lcgs, strpposecl to occur only in the breeding seasor,. Since

that tir.ne sitlilar specirnens have been taken in the rvinter season.

A. tricolor ntlkoltis uncloubtedly assumes a yellow bill durine Dost of

the year at least, even if Audubon was wrong in his statemetrt to

the effect that it had a partly 1'ellorv bitl during the breeding season.

It is probable that ttre trvo birds are identical, but it is also possi-

ble that tlie Bahan.ra bird rnay be distinct; and colonies occasionally

rvanclel to Florida, rvliere it has been found brecding. 'flris rvould

a.ccount for the blue-billcd specimens being taken in Florida, and

would not lrrove its idcntity rvith ,4. tritoLtr raficollis-

-



CIIANGES IN NO}{ENII,ATUIII] IND CLTSSIFICATION.

Mirnus bahamensis: Mitnus gundlachi. Ceban.

Mimus carolinensis : Galeoscoptes carolinensis. {Linn.)

Parula americana : Compsothl)'pis arnericana. (Liuir.1

Dendroeca pinus,: Dendroica vigorsii. (Aud.)

Dendroeca: Dendroica.

Certhiola bahamensis : Coerebabahamensis. (Reich.)

Hirundo horreorum :Chelidon crythrogastra, (llodd.)

Hirunclo cyaneoveridis : Callichelidon cyaueoviridis. (Bryaut.l

C1'anospiza ciris: Passerine ciris. tLinn.)

Cyanospiza cyanea : Ptsserina c1'anea. (Linu. )

Phonipara bicolor:Euetheie bicoior. (I-inn.)

Agelaeus phcniceus : Agelaius phoeniceus bryanti. Riclgrv.

Tyrannus griseus : Tyrannus dornioicensis. (Gme1,)

fyiarchus stolidus tar. iucal-sierrsis : trlliarchus sagrae. (Gundl.)

Picus r,illosLrs.: I)ryob.ltes villosus nravuatdi, l{itlgw.

Accipiter fuscus: -{.ccipiter velox. (\\irls.)

Falco cornmunis: Falco peregrinus anatum. (Ilonap..)

Pandiou haliaetus: Plnrlion haliaetus (:arolinensis. (Gnrel.)

Zenaida amabilis : Zenaida zenairla. ( lbnap.)

Chamaepelia passerina : Colunrbigallin.r passerina. (Linn.)

Ortyx virginianus:Colinus virginianus. (Lion.)

Squaterola helvetica: Charedrius squaterola. (Linn.)

Charadrius {ulvus var. virginicus: Charoclrius dominicus. Mtll.
Strepsilas interpres: Arenaria iuterpres. (Linn.)

!
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CHANGES IN NOMENCLATT:IiE I\ND CLASSI}-IC.{TION.

Gallinago wilsoni : Gallinago delicata. (Ord.)

Tringa bonapartei :'I'ringa fusci-collis. \rieili.

. Tringoides nacularius: Actitis rracularia (Linn.)

Platalea ajaja: A.jaja ajaja (Linn.)

Ardea leucogastra var. leucoplvmna .: -{rdea tlicolor rulicollis. (Gosse')

Nyctiardea violacea : Nycticorax violaceus. (Lino.)

Porphyrio martiuica: Iouornis marLinica. (Lion.)

Fuligula affinis: Aythya aihnis. iE ton.)

Fuligula collaris : Aythya collaris. ( DoDor, )

FLrligula ferina var. americana: A)'th)'a anlericaDa. (E)ton.)

Sula ilber: Sula sula. (Linn.)

Sula dact)latrr: Sula c.vanops. (Lunrler.)

Graculus clilophus var. lloridanrts: Phalacrocorax dilophus doridanus. (Aud.)

'I'achl,petes acpilus: Fregata aquila, ll-inn -t -

Sterna anglica : GelocheliLlotr nilotica. iHasselq.)

Sterna regia: Sterna rnaxitla. Bodd.

Sterila caotiaca - Stern:r sandvicensis acuflal'icla, lCabor.)

Sterna paradisea: Sterna tlougalli. \{ont.

Sterna supercilliaris : Sterna antillarum. (Less.)

Oceanites oceanica: Oceanites oceanicus. (Kuhl )

Puffinus obscurus: Pulinus auduboni. Finsch.

Podiceps dourioicus : Colymbus dominicus. Lion.
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CHAPTER I

I

THE BAHAIIA ISI-ANDS.

I

THr Balrama Islands are situated between zo' 55/ and 27" 15/

north latitude, and 78" r8/ west krngitude, comprising about a

thousand islands, large and small, from Andros Island, which has

an'area of over a thousand square miles, to the small reef barely

protruding from the. surface of the sea, fit only for the occasional

resting-place of some of the numerous sea birds..which repair to

these islands to breed. Nearly all the group present the san're

geological Iormation, being composed principally of cellular lime-

stone. On most of the islands the rock along the shore has been

worn away by the action of the sea in such a manner as to present

a sudace covered with sharp points, hard and keen as knife-blades,

which renders walking an exceedingly difficult and sometimes dan-

gerous operation, and a fall might be attended with serious con-

sequences. Although so hard upon the surface, this stone, when

not exposed to the atmosphere, is soft and easily cut, and is much

used by the inhabitants for building purposes. It is an interesting

fact to observe that this peculiar honeycombed appearance of the

rocks is to be seen in the interior of some of the largest islands,

shorving thai they were, in ages past, covered by the ocean'



t2 BIRDS OT' T}IE BAHAI{A ISLANDS.

Thousands of years ago, these beautiful islands lvere represented

l:r' thc barrcn tops of submar ine mountains, over rvhicl.r the rvaves

clasl.recl in tl-re fury of the ]rurricane, or the cahn expanse of lvater

lay unbrolien, hardlv ripplcd by thc gentle br-eczes of the tropics.

Generation afte, generaiion of coral ir,sects livecl and died, working
steaclily, graclually raising the for.rndation of a {uture home for man-

kind. Ages passecl, ar.rd thcir summits reachcd tl.re surface, vege-

tation appeared, and notv they stancl, like oases in a desert, their
tall pahls swayir.rg in thc breeze, teaching us still another lesson

in the beautiful ri,ork of creation.

-{lthough in many places tl.re soil is exceeding scant, yet vege-

tation flourishes or.r the larger islands. The cedar, ligr.rumvite,

satir.r-rvood, mahogany, and r.nany other spccies abouncl. Arnong
thc fruits, the banana, sapodilla, coffee-plant, tamarind, mango,

{Iuaya, orangc, cocoanlrt, marlt1ec, shattuck, grape-fruit, and ntany
others grou, in pro{usion. Birds ancl fish abound, rnany of thern

lerl beautiful ; but the zotilogy of the islancls is limited. On some

of the larger ones, lilcl cattle and hogs are numerous, but thcy ar"e

clescenc'lants of a ferv rlonrestic rcpresentatives of thcir race rvhich
l'ere importecl years ago. No otl.rer aninals u.erc observed, except

several species of n.rice ancl tu'o species of bats,

On r\ndros Islancl the Iguana is abundar.rt, and tl.re natit.es

consider it a great delicacy. Only one small one s.as seen by our
partv. Both the grecn turtlc and the tortoise al:e comuton, and the
,.hcll of the lattcr fon.ns an intportant iten.r in tl.re comr.erce of
the islands. Cmstacea ancl radiata are ltumeroLlsj as tvell as lancl

I
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BIRDS OF THE BAH.I]IA ISI,A\DS.

mollusks. The entorlology is varied and interesting. Nlosquitoes

and such troublcsome spccies are not common in rvinter excePt on

the outer islands, rvhere sand-flies are also numerous. l{any species

of lepidoptera and diptera abound throughout the group, esPecially

during thc sumrlrer season.

N{any of the islancls are infested rvith centipedes. At Nassau

thcy u,ere nurrcrous, and occasionally a tarantula rvas seen, but tlre

latter is by no mcans comrnor'l, although during the hot sumtler

months they, as rvell as curious and gigantic land-crabs, are to be

found in abunclancc. About NIay rit the heat begins to grorv

oppressive, and later it becomes almost unbearable, the nlercury

rising to 165" ancl even I70' in the micldle of the day,' when

exposed to the heat of the sun; but, as a general rule, the trorn'

ings and evenings are very pleasant. I include bclorv tl.re a\terage

temperature, taken cluring the ntontl.r of June u'hile cruisirtg amotig

the islalds. On cloudy days the sun tentperatlrrc was not taken,

and in ncarly all cases bcing taker.r on tl.re deck of the vcssel, in

all probability it rras slightll- affected by the breeze'

I
8A.M.

Shade.

8z

r: \r)oN.

Shade.

861

r2 NooN.

Sun.

r rSf,

6 P. 11.

Shade.

8r,

Nlyriads of insects abound at this season, ancl rencler the

southcrn islancls almost r.rninhabitable. At ]nagLra rve found thcm

espccially ntlmcrolrs ancl troublesotlle. Thc inhal:itants statcd that

I



r+ BIRDS OI' TIIE BAIIAIIA ISLANDS.

their horses rvere sometimcs killed by them. This statement m.ay

be easily believed after havir.rg experienced the torture rvhich they

inflict, and seeing the animals litcrally covered rvith insects. The
small keys l,hich, during the sintcr, present a desolate appear-

ance, in the summer season teem with bird life; thousands of Terns
of different specics repair to these dcserted spots to breed, and

their eggs might'be gathered by the barrelful, as the rocks ar.rd

sand are, in places, almbst covered rvith them.

Inagua, besidcs being one of thc largest islar.rcls of the Bahamas,

is tiie most southern of the group. It is interesting to the sports-

man and the naturalist on account of the numbers of anima'ls and

birds which are cornmon thcre, but are rarell' for.rnd on an1,of the
ot}rer islands. A ferv rnilcs from the coast tlle road conres out upon
a large prairie, rvl.rere ri'ild cattle, horses, and asses are abundant.
Back of I\Iathervstorvn, a large lake sorne tlelve miles in length
abounds rvith Ducks and marsl.r birds. Flanringoes are very abun-
dant, and the inhabitants o.g"nir" a party every year, discover tlieir
breedi ng-places, and gather nrany hundreds of their eggs.. Among
the birds interesting to the naturalist nright be mentionecl tl-re parrot,

Spoonbill (rvhich, in some places, is very abundant), and the little
Humming-bird (D. lyura), y'hich seerns to be restricted to this island.
The island of Inagua has ncvcr been fully explored, and rvould no
doubt richly repay any naturalist rvlio had the leisure and energy to
complete the exploration of its interior.

Long. Island and Eluthera are worthy of a visit on account of
the natural caves rvhich abound, some of them large aud beautiful. )

T



BIRDS OF THE BAHATfA ISLANDS.

Numbers of skeletons and many specimens of rvood-carving have

been found in them. The negroes are superstitior.rs, and rarely enter

the caves alone; and so nrany which are knorvn to exist are as yet

unexplored. Clarence Harbor, Long Island, is a safe harbor, and

the inhabitants very hospitible. '

JI
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t6 BIRDS OF TITE IJ,A.I]AMA ISLANDS.

CHAPTER II.
N,A.SSAU.

Ir rvas a bright ancl clouclless Christmas morning on rvhich I
first entered the harbor of Nassau, ar.rd as the ship came to ar.r

anchor off tl.re bar, the bay 1;resented a very pretty appearance; all

the ships at anchor, as rvell as irlnunterablc srnall craft, rvhich ri.ere

corlstantly passing and repassing, rvere covered rvith flags of all

colors and nationalities. Upon the ,shore, jr-rst rising above the tops

of a group of cocoanut-trees, the s,hite s1;ires of the city rvere plainly
to bc seen, their tops glistening in the rellected light of the first ravs

of tlie rising sun.

In a short time the shil; r-r'as surrouncled by a number of srnall

boats, rvhich flocked around us like birds of prey around some deacl

sea-lnonster, all anrious to carry arvay sornetl.ring for themselves.

Each boatman nas loucl in the 1;raises of his ol,n boat, atrd a rvar of
rvords l'as kept up, rvhich shou'ecl uo signs of abating as rve slowly
glided torvards the rvharf in the snrall craft lvhich rve l.racl selected.

One of the first things that attractecl our attention rvas the rvon_

clelful transparency of the u,ater. Objects rvcre plainly seen at a
depth of fifteen fcet, and, by the aid of an instrument rvhich is callecl
a rvater-glass, one can gaze dor,vn into tl.re ri,ater and l.atch the.
fishes darting in and out arnong the manycolorccl ,,sea.ferns,' and
corals as clearly as if they rvere contained in an acluariuur. Often_

t
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BIRDS OF THE BAIIA IA ISLANDS. t7

times, rvhile cruisir.rg at.nong the keys, I have sat gazing into tl.re

rvater, rvatching the countless varicties of fish rvhich passed beneath

us, frotn the irnmense shark, rvhose cl'tll, brorvn 1>ody rvas just cor.r'

cealecl beneatLr the sr:r{ace, to the sili'cr and angel fishes, rvhich

flashed ancl sparkled like rare gems as they laziiy tulnerl themselves

in the sunlight or sudclenly darted {ronr sollle snug retreat fortled

by the beauti{r-rl and varied subuatine vegetation, resembling a

tlopical garden in nriniatr:re.

We landed an.lollgst a ct'orvd o{ negroes, atld, aftcr refusing

repeatecl offers of assistancc, made our \I'ay to a venct able carriage'

drawn by trvo lean horscs, ancl clirectecl the clriver to tal<c us to tl.re

l.rotel. Dntering tl-re tolvt.t' rvc found the streets of an almost snotty

rvhiteness, rvhicl.r, in the glare of the sr'rn, is very clazzling to th9 cyes

at first, but one soon gets r.rscd to it, ar-rd after a short ti;r're it is rlot

at all troublesol.ne.

Nassau is the capital o{ the Bahatlas, ar.rd is in fact the only

place of any size in the rvhole of the group' It boa'sts of a fair'

library ancl a fir.re hotcl, The Royel Victoria' rvhich is beautiful1y

situatecl upon a suall hil1, and cotttt.lrands a fiue l'ierv of the city

ancl harltor. We rvere macle verl' cor.nfortable at the Sargent

House, triept by Nir. Epes Sargent, and onr sta,v there l'as nacle

very pleasant by the triindness o{ hirnsel{ and rvife'

There are many pleasant clrives in the vicinity of Nassau' Forts

. Charlotte, Nlontague, ancl Fincastle are all interesting to the tourist'

and the roads leading to them are, in mally places' picturesque and

beautiful, shadecl by gl'oves of palnrs atrd cocoanut-trees' ancl com'

I
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manclirlg a fine vierv o{ the ocean and reefs, I rvas particnlarlv
pleascd lvitl.r the drive to Fort )Iontague. The air was perfumed
by thc utyriacls of florvers, rvhich hung in {cstoons fronr the bushes
or pe eped abovc the thick grorvth of cacti borclerin.q thc road. We
obserr,ed, as l,e clrove along, r.nai.ry kinds of fruit grorving in tropical
Iurr-rriance; among ther.r.r might be ennmcratecl tlte banana, pineapple,
orange, sapoclilla, cocoanut, ar.rd grape-fruits. Numbers of bircls
u'cre chattering arnong the trecs, rvhile an occasional flash among
the florvers revealecl to tl.re close obsener the beautiful little Bahama
Humuring-bircl, as it hor.erecl {or a ntonent before darting oat of sight
atnor.rgst the {oliage. Near Fort }Iontague some vcry good bathing_
housts have been erectecl, and a bath in the clear nater cluring the
cool of the evening is ver.y rcfr.eshing.

Fort Fincastle, ri{rich is sit,ated at trre I'read of rvl.rat is called
" The Qr-reen's Staircase," is a curious old structure, norv graclually
falling into decay, 'I'he ,staircase is onc of tlie prettiest spots in
Nassau, consisting of a flight of steps cut in the rock, rvhich riscs
on both sides, in perpenclicr:lar rvalls, to the height of ei.qhty or
ninety feet. The rock is ovcrhur.rg l.ith cr:eeping vines, giving it
thc appearancc of so,e moss-covered castle of feuclal tirnes, and the
effect is heightened b1. fhg n glf$,6r n steps leading to the summit.
Wl.ren r.iervecl from a certair.r position, the fort l.ras the appearance of
an old stean.rboat ; a lookout .n,hich l.ras been built upon it heightens 

.

the resernblance, as its position ancl appearance are that of a pilot$ouse..
To strangers visiting these isrands for the first ti,e, the habits

and customs of the peop)e are full of interest. The little negro boys,

I
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diving for pennies, or iining the rvhanes in a tlttde condition, hoping

against hope for sonre one to tltro\\' tltetl a pennr', the tropical fruits

o{ all kinds, and beautiful flol'er s in full bloom in midrvinter, all sectlt

strange at first; bLrt barely a Neck Passcs lleforc evervthing allpcars

as natural as if thcy hacl sccn just such thir.rgs everl' day of their

lives.

Nassau contains a large nuurber of soldiers, n.rost of thcm colorecl

troops rvhich have scn,ed in Africa, and t.rearly all of thetn are

decolated, They pron.renade. the streets rvith their medals rvorn

cor.tspicr:ously ttpon their breasts, filling the natives rvith arve and

adn.riratior.r ; womcn bearing ot anges, bananas, or sugar-cane l'aik

about or stand upon col'ners, soliciting Patronage; men, n'ouen, atld

childrer.r, having alticlcs oi food to dispose of, congregate every

urorning at rvlrat is called the rrarket. and tl.rere offer their rvares for

sale. Fisl-r are brought tllele alive, ancl exposecl for sale in tar.rks, so

that thc purchaser r.nay be sure o{ obtailing 'everything fresh.

Outside of its othel attractio:rs, the islar.rcl of Nerv Provirlence is

of great iuterest to tl.re ornithologist' as here ma1' be o];tained those

exceeclingly rare species, ,lfinocill,t y'lumbu a:ncl Geolh|1Qis roslra-

tts, The forncr u,as so exceediuglv rai-e tllat :r short time ago lnly

three ol four spccinens rvere knorvn to be it.r esisteuce During lny

visits to the islarcl I observed another specics of this fanlily, ri'hich,

unfortunately, I u,as unable to p1'ocure. G. roslrale* is also very

. rarc', ancl has been classcd as a variety ol G. trulia. 'I'his woulcl

be accountecl for by the cxtreme scarcity ol specilrens and the dif6-

culty of procuring a series for propel eranrinatiot.t ancl comparison'

L
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Arnonq the more con.Imon species $.hich are to be fonnd at Ncrv

Providencc rrigl.rt be ennmeratecl tl.re Purple Grosbeak or Spanish

Paroqnet, of the inhabitants (Lotigilltt utolacea), the Bahama Finch

(Sfindahs zena), and Hone1. Creeper (Cerlliolo bahamnzsrs), trltich,

rrext to tl're Baharna Sparrorv (P/tonipara birclor), is the most com-

nron species. Anis are abundant evcryrvhere, and it is scldom

that cluring a drii,e outside of the city their clear nhistle is not

hcarcl, as thcy perch upon thc srvayir.rg branches of some tree, or

hop along the grouncl, after the uranner of our Grackles. Thc little

Grouncl Dove (C. ltsscrt)ro) is abunclant, ancl is an object of intcrcst

to the sportsman. While rvalking through the pineapple - fields,

hundreds of tllcrl.r rr'orilcl rise on all sides of us. The large \Vhite-

headecl Pigeon and Kev \Vest Dove arc also abunclant at certain

scasons of the ycar. XIanv years ago the Quail (Ortyr ztirgi att.as)

ryas introcluced, ancl lras since t.nultiplied, so that at the present tirle
it lras become cluite numerous, genera)lr" frcclucntir.rg the " pir.re bar-

rcns." The laLes abound l'ith Teal, Duck, and Coot, rvhich afford

excellcnt sport to those inclined to shoot ther.n.

Tl.re climate clurir.rg the rvinter is r.nasnificent, and many people

afflicted rvitl.r consunrption regularll, r.isit Nassau to rcgain their
I.realth. Fabulous stories are tolcl of the s,onderful recuperatir.e

porvers of the atmospherc, r.nost of s,hiclT arc rlere {abrications; but

there is no doubt that the peoplc r.rf Nassau enjov orre of the finest

cliniates in the rvorlcl, thc terrperature rangiug between 65. and 85.

from Noverrber until April.
F
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CHAPTER III.

EXUIT,\ KEYS.

Jewuenv 6.-The sea rvas as calm as a mill-pond, hardly rippled

by the light breeze, which rvas barely sufficient to propel our vessel

with suficient speed to prevent her drilting upon the reefs. We had

arrived in sight of Highburn Key, and as rve moved slowly along

rvithin a short distance of the shore, we examined it with the pleasant

anti0ipation.rvhich any naturalist experiences upon the first sight of

a little-known land. The island appeared' deserted; not a bird rvas

in sight, and the sor.rg of a single Mocking-bird, borne faintly to us

from the interior, rvas the only sound that broke the almost perfect

stillness. I had lioped to find birds abundant here, but after

rambling over the key for several hours, and finding only a ferv

Mocking birds and Honey Creepers, rvc returned to the boat, rather

dissatisfied rvith our first excursion. These keys, although rarely

visited, are very pretty. Cocoanuts and bananas abound, and can

be generally obtained, conchs are abunclant, and fair fishing is to

be had; but tl.rese little islanrls, which, later in the season, are

fairly covered rvith bird.life, are almost deserted in rvinter.

Norman's Key, Shroud Key, etc,, passed in succession, showing

the same geologioal forrnation and desolate aPpearance. On some

of then.r, birds were common, but appeared to be confined to two or

'l
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t'hree spccies. On Nonnan's I(ev, l iltl hogs are abunclant, und nfford

goocl sport; but dogs arc recluired to hunt them successfully. Cattle

ii'cre at one tinrc also {ouncl here, but of late 1'ears none l}ave been

seen. Arnong thcse keys sponges are very plentiful, and are much

songht after by tlrc negroes; halclly a day passed rvithout our meet-

ing one or more of their snrall boats. In gathering the sponges, the

negroes use an instrument resembling an eel-spear, liaving a strong

iron prong attachccl to the enci of a stout pole, Nith ivhich they

cletach the sponges frorn the rocks. 'I'hey also use a " rvater-glass,"

a simple construction, rracle in the shapc of an oblong box, one end

bcinq closed b1' a pane of glass, le4r,ing the other end open. Ily
holding tlie glass end subnrersecl, smail objects can easily be seen

at the depth of fiftccn or tucnty fcet. I\Iany of the ncgroes are very

expert clivers, and dcsccnd thirtl,-fir,e or fort,v feet, and often much

deepcr, in scarcl.r of the finer qualities of sponges, rvhich are only

to bc founcl in dcep \\,ater. AlthoLlgh sharks are \rery numerous,

the negroes do not seem to nrind t}rtm in the lcast, and enter tlre

later anyrvhere l'itl.r perfect inrpunitl'.

\\te had erpected to find rr ater-bircls lerl' abunclant, but rvere

ciisappointecl. \iarsh-birds wcre also scarcc, although the lotg
'bcachcs and nunrerous malshes seemecl to offcr esccllent fecding'-

grolrncls. \Ve procured a fcrv scatterecl bircls of clifferent species,

but l'ere llot sony rvlren one morning, a feu clal's Iater, finding bircls

as scarce as ever, and having a fair rind, \ve tr.rrncd our backs

on the ke1's and clircctcd our conrsc for Anclros, that mr-rch-talkecl-of

but little-knorvn island.

I
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lTll. t"in.l increasecl to a stl:ong breeze, ancl' soon after starting'

thclanclrvelradlcftbccanreaninc]istinctlilreit-rtl-reclistalrcc,lvhic,Ir

graclually {aclecl fron.r our vierv, until rve rolleci upon arr uubrokcn

sea of rvhite-capped rvaves, u'hich occasionallv scr.rt their spray high

over the deck. About noon rve sighted Grecr.r l(ey' and passecl

rvitlrirr a stone,s throrv o{ the shorc. A flock of Royal Terns, rvlriclr

rvere sunuing tltemselves upon the beach, rose rvith harsh crics' atlcl

cilcled ancl Plat'ecl around us r'rtltil Grcen I(ey' in turn' had -sunl< in

tlre l-rorizor-r, and the lorv sl-rores of Ar-rclros Islancl appcared in the

clistance, heraldecl by the mrnbling thunder of the t'avcs breaking

tupon the coral reefs. A {erv luinr'ttes later' our little vessel rottt.iclecl

to, atrd entered a snrall, r:ock-bounci l.rarbor' star:tliirg a nutlrbcr of

Cormorants, rvhich flappecl l-rurriecllv x\Yay as rvc dropped oltr anchor

in the still u'atcr'

\
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CHAPTER IV.

ANDROS ISLAND.

v,
Flamingoes, Pelicans, etc., are saicl to abouncl. ,Iguanas are

Aronos Isr_.rro is the largest of the Bahama group, being about
nincty miles long, ar.rd lronr ten to forty miles in l.iclth. It is thickly
rvooded, and intcrsected by a nunrber of broad, shallolv creeks. An
extensi'e fresh-rvater lake exists i, the ir,terior, rvhich abounds ir all
kinds of bircls, and is s.cll rvor.thy of a visit, although it is rather
difficult to get at.. It riray be rcached by the Wide Opening from
thc ryest side, or Fresh Crcek from the east; but the latter is too
shallorv, near its head, to aclnrit of reaching thc lakc the entire way
bv boat, and a .,carry" of sei,cral nrilts rvill have to be marle.

There are no good harbors; but srnall craft, not drarving more
tlran four or five feet of u.ater, rviJl easily fincl their rvay through the
reefs on the eastern side of the island, but on the rvcst side it is so
shallos' that even small r.essels cannot approach l,ithin nriles of the
slr ore. On the shallou, flats, quantitics of bircls congrcgate lcarl

I

a

numerous in tl.re ir.rterior, ancl their llcsh is much esteemed by the
negroes, rvho prefer it to any othcr kind of nreat. .

On the soutl.rern portion of the island nrarry valuable kincls of
trees grorv in abundance; amor.rg theur s,e observecl the ebony
(scarcc), mahogany, lignumvitr, ceclar, logrvoocl, and rpany others,
rvl.rich rvor-rld prove a minc of wealth to auy oue ablc to ntaster

I
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the difficultics of their transportation to tlie coast. I u'as told that

ambergris used to be found in consiclclable quantities along the

shores, but is norv scarce. Sevcral spccies of bircls rvere taken on

this island n'hich n'c did not fincl elscrvherc. An.rong then.r werc the

rare Kirtland's Warbler (Dendroeca l.irlhndii) ancl the beautiful little
Hunnring-bi rd (51 o ra dbnt s ruo rdi ).

Sandpipers, Plovers, 'Iattlers, Or,ster,catchcrs, etc., tere abun-

dant. Turkcy Buzzarcls t'erc coulrllon, and it is a curious fact that

although this species is very plentifLrl on Anclros Island and at

Abaco, none are to.bc founcl on tl.re other islands, exccpt, perhaps,

an occasional stragglcr.

The island prescnts about the samc al)pearance throughor.rt; its

rocky sl.rore is inhabited onlv by a ferv scttlements of ncgroes, rvho

live in the rnost prinritivc manner, in thcir tlratch-roofecl lrouscs,

surrounded by their cocoanuts ancl bananas, seeming as happy and

contented as possible. The people arc fricndly and obliging, and,

fir a snrall considcration, rvill makc thcmsch.es very useful to the

sportsman.

Although thcre arc ser.eral goocl-sized villages on the eastern

shorc of thq island, as thcre arc no rvhitc inhabitar.rts, provisions are

ler) difficult to lltocure. Even etgs arc scarcc, and command a

high price, the nesroes often coming off to the vesscl, bringing one

or t$'o cggs carefully packecl in lear,es, for rvhich they denrancl

from Iour to fiv'e cents apiece. FrLrit car.r be obtained everyrvhere.

We oftcn purchascd bunches of bananas for trventy or trventy-five

ccnts rvhich \!erc so largc as to requirc all our strength to lift thent;

and other fruits rvere proportionately cl.reap.

4-
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CHAPTER V

LONC ISL'q'^-D' 
- 

TI.IE CA\IES'

Cl.lnrxcr Henron, J une 7, 1879' - Obiects had just begr'rn to

be clistinguishable in thc faint light of early dau'n rvhen s'e left

the vessel ancl rvere pulletl slol 11' to the shore' The moruing s'as

deliciously cool, ancl a thick mist l'rung over the rt ater' through

s,hicl-r, as rve approachccl the beach, sc could just discern our

man Sam, keeping guartl over four lrorscs, t'hiclr rvcre dcstined to

greatly assist us during the manv lrard journeys Nhich rve afterrvards

found it necessarr to urake.

IIy friend ancl nrysclf selectcd our aninrals, ancl after seeing tl.rc

pror.isions, ropes, ctc., packcd safclv upon tht. backs of tlie others' tve

started in search of a large ancl 
'littlc-knori'n cave, lhich our gLlide

u,as certain he conlcl find, ancl uhicl.r l'rs situated, accordirlg to his

statement, about tcu miles {ronr the lillage. 'fhe first part of the

road. rvas in fair condition for horscs going at a slorv pace, and at

that hour the air s'as cool and rcfreshing, ar.rd tl.re ride very enjoy-

able. Riding along the edge o{ a small inland pond, I obscrved

numbers of birds s'hich rvolrlcl have glaclclcned tl.re heart of any

naturalist. Gull-billccl Terns and illackJreaded Gulls circled atound

us or poised themselves over the pond, rvith bcnt hcads, gazing

intently at its unbroken surface, several longJegged Stilts stood in

solemn silence in tl.re sl.rallolv t'ater, and a nuttrl:er of little Night-

I
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hav'ks still darted hurriedly about in pursuit of insects' Occasion-

ally, a Heron rose from its resting-place and flapped silently away,

while the air was filled rvith the notes of birds and the hum of irrsects'

As the day advanced, the chatter of the birds gradually ceascd, and

a perfect silence replaced the tumult of the morning, broken only

by the occasional rattling of our horscs' lioois among the loose stones

of the pathway,- it could hardly be called a road, although at one

tin.re it must have been a fine driveu'ay. On either side rvere the

remains of'heiq, stone rvalls, occasionally broken by huge pillars,

which marked the entrance to some grand old mansion, rcpresented

by an over-grorvn ruin, its once beautiful grounds now thickly

covered by an almost irnpenetrable growth of semi-tropical vegeta'

tion. As the sun rose higher and higher, the heat became intense,

and our discom{ort r,'as greatly increased by the nryriads of mos-

quitoes and other small insectslvhich attacked us incessantly' The

horses suffered badly frorn them' the poor crestures fidgeting and

turning their heads in a supplicating way, as if to ask us to relieve

them. of their tonlentors.

After travelling for several hours over an exceedingly bad road,

rvhich grery lvorse and worse as rve advancecl, rve at last arrived at

an opening in the side of a small hill, lvhich the guide declarei to be

the mouth of the cave. Here rve dismounted, and leaving our man

. to attend to the tired horses' we lighted our torches and, followed

by Sam bearing the ropes and extra lights, entered tl.re opening and

found ourselves in a large gallery, extending, with a gradual curve

to the left, as far as rve could see. A few yards from the'entmnce' a

I
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passase turned sudden)y to the risht, througl.r a snrall opening barely
large enor:gh to aclmit of the passage of a ntan.s bocl1,, lliilc the main
eallery continuccl on to the left, gradLrally grol.ing highcr as rve
advanced. Choosing tlie small opcnin.q, rr.c enterecl, ancl rn:rde our
rval' along a narl'o\\' passage for a short clistancc, tr.hen it suclclenlv
turnecl and opencd into a largc chantbcr, u.hich prescntccl, as u.c
enterecl it, one of tlie most beautiful sights that I havc cler scen. It
rvas about thirty feet l.icle, ancl thc l.alls, u,hich appcared pure l.liite,
l,erc smooth ancl slol;crl graclually inrr.ar.cl, Iornting a doure_shapccl
ceiling, hung u.ith an intricate nctu.ork of stalactitcs, utich sparklecl
and glistcncd in the *a'erirg Jir.l'ht of the torcires. Linresto.rc
pillars, of all shaPes and sizes, rose ,fror.n floor to ccilirrg, sonrc of
thern as yet inrperfectl,r forntetl, I.hilc othcrs ayrpcarccl as thick as
the trunks of largc trecs. It l.as eas_v for onc to ima.qint hintself in
the counc il.chant bcr of sorrc ntight.v king of a long_forgotten r.ace,
and tlre effeQt rvas hcishtencd ll_r, a rcccss in thc rvall, s,hich hacl thc
apPearance of an imntcns.c chair. In a passagc lcacling frorl this
chaml:er rvas foun& a large skclcton, 11.ing in :l nltrro\v cavity of thc
rock, the head resting upon the ri.g-ht arnr in a perfectly casy and
natural position, as if dcath hacl occurrccl s,hile slccping. .Ilre
skeleton rvas evidently that of a verv largc rnan, rvho, rvhen alir.e,
nrust have stood nearl_r. scvcn fcct in hi.iel,t. fhe skull .u.as curi-
ously formed, having trre frontal bonc mucri flattenccl, cvidcntry by,
a-r'ti6cial means, and the upper jan. pr.otrLrcling in such a ntanner that
the man's face, lvhen alive, rnust havc hacl a frightful erprcssion.
Retlacing our steps, lve entered the r:raitr gallcry, ancl follorved it for.

II
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about fifty vards, rvhen auother Passagc\Yay rvas cliscoveretl at right

angles rvith the ouc \\'e \\:ere ft:llouing' It cxtcndecl lrut a short

distance, leacling to a snlall chaull;cr, hung rvith a {crt stalactitcs' but

r.rot to bc cot.npared rvith thc onc s'e ltacl first cntercd' A nut.tlbcr

of sr.nall passallcs lecl au'af in cliffcrent clircctions' but fou'of thcm

large enough to 1;errrit of our cutrancc; aucl those tllich rvc t'ere

able to enter rvere graclually being closecl b1' the almost inrperccp-

tible grorvth of thc huse pillars.

This cavc, as far as \rc wcre ablc to ctiter it' appeared to be abor'tt

trvo hundrecl 1-ards in clcpth. Sonre of thc chanrbcrs litcrally

sNamtecl rvith bats, ti.hich flerv al.)out oltr hcacls or hung fron] tl.rc

ceiling, uttering shrill sclucaks xs \YC pcnetrtrtccl into thcir clonlain'

As t'e curergecl froni thc cavc, it sccnrccl likc enteling ltll oven'

Our aniurals stoocl sitli clroolling heacls anci lralf-closccl cvcs' seenr'

inglt' overconle by thc intense licat' 'fhc nicrcurl' cxirosecl to the

sun shol,ed a tel.lllcfatule clf l5-tro, antl if a foot sas exposed for a

ferv minutes to the stln's ravs, the shoc becatlre so hot as to catlse

a burning seusatiotr to the skin. Our d rinking-rvatcr' s'hich harl

been pr-rt up in bottles ar.rd pacliecl in thc sackllc-bags' rvas fottnd to

have bccorne /zaL Both oi tts hacl a slight headachc'.but there rvas

no hclp for it. It rvas either go on! or rniss visiting sonle of the

otlrercar-es,whichthcguideclairrlcdrr,crcitrcloseproximity;so
.rve mounted our distrcsscr] atiil-ttals, and madc our \\.ay slorvly along

the path leacling to a c:rve rvhich a negro l.rad lately discovercd' but

rvhich had not been explorccl, thc ucgroes bcir.rg very stlpcrstitious

rcgarclinq the caves, ar.rd rarcly ctltcring one alone if it can be
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avoided. As rve rode, the perspiration fairly dripped from our faces,
although we wcre rnovirlg at a slorv l,alk, causing us no exertion
ivhater.cr. Soot the path became so bacl that the l.rorses could go
no farther, so rve had to disr.nount ancl follo*, our guide on {oot.
lle led us over rocks ancl through tangled vines for about a quarter
of a mile, r-rntil at last rve came to rr hat appeared to be a r.cll,
descending pcrpendicularly for a'bout tr.velvc feet, l,hich l.re stated
las the cntrance to the cave. Into this opening rvc <iescended, b1,
the aid of a rope, ancl founcl oursclves in a large, lorv chaftber,
ertending in all directions as far as lve could see. It s.as so low
tirat it l.as necessar)r to nlove about in a stooping position, at tirnes
crarliing on t]tc ]rancls and knecs. Thc floor u.as pcrfectiy srnoot}r
and lcr.'el, and of a ricl.r brori.n color., being composed of a deep
deposit of guano. After pcnetrating for some distance,,and finding
nothing of interest, rve turnecl abont and rnacle our rvay back to the
entrance. The air outside l,as cocl in compar.ison ri,itl.r tl.re oven-
like ternpcrature o{ thc uarro\\. passaqes throuqh u,hich lve l.ra{
crarvlecl, and it rvas rvith a feeling of rclief that, upon reaching tl.re
place *,herc rve hacl le{t the horses, \\,e once .,ore mounted then.r
and turned their heads homen.arcl.

A{tcr riding for sor.ne tintc, rve catlre llpon a srnall hut, rvhicl.r
offered a conrparatively cool shelter, and feeling that it r,vould be
unsafe to proceed farther. during the heat of the clay, r,e led the
tiled animals to a shady conter, ancl stretching ourseh,es r:pon the
stone floor, altcrnately smoked ancl slept ur.rtil the sun hacl disap-
peared behind the hills in thc distancc. A refreshing breeze hacl
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sp.rng ,p, and as our horses *.ere sorlervhat rested, rve remountecl,
ancl an hour later entercd the village of Clarence Harbor, ancl fired
a gun as a si.gnal to notify the rnen o, board tlie vesser o{ our
alrival. In a fel minutcs the clin.i outline of the boat appeared, ancl
half an hour later, seatcd in the cabir.r enjoving a goocl sripper, the
fatiqLre of tlie clay rvas forgotten. Suppcr over, ,"" ,""rh on decl<,
ar.rd stretching ourselvcs in the lar!-e eas1,-chairs, enjol,ecl our ciears
lvhile rvatching the rvaves, lit up by ntr-riads of anirnalcui:e, seemin.g
on fire as thev dashed against tl.re sicle of the vessel.

Whilc at Clarence Harbor, a ncsro brought me a curiouslv
carvetl piece o{ lignumvitae-rvood u,hich hc hacl for-nrcl in a car.e, far
bacl< in the hills, rvhile cxploring lbr guar.ro. Tl.re rvoocl .was cut to
reprcseut a tortoise, having a human head, but rvith the back hol-
lou,cd out instead of being oval, ancl r.as eviclently carr,ed fiom one
piece of rvood, It had been in his posse,ssion.for or.cr a year, ancl
placirrg no value upon it, the hcacl had been broken off ancl lost, and
the bocly so,rervhat inj,red, he l.ra'ing allo*,ed his childre, to use it
as a 1;laythirg. In spite of thc rervard rvhich I offered hiu.r. l.re.ri.as
unable to find the missing parts, ancl so another valr-rable and inter_
esting specimen was destroyed tl'rrough ignorance.
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CFIAPTER VI.

TI'IE I{IRAPORVOS.

Trrl: group of islancls knorvn as Nliraporvos are sitrratecl about

fifteen nriles ri est oI Castle RocL, Acklin Islarrd, ancl are simply a

numl:cr o{ small, barreu reefs, the largest of thetl r.rot crceecling

half a mile iu extent.

It is dangerous to attempt to visit'thetn,'as there are many

concealccl ree{s in thcir vicinity, and, as thcre is tlo harbor r'r'l.rat-

evcr, the vessel is coutpelied to collle to anchor under the lec of the

islancl, and bc kept in leadiness to Put to sea lt once, if the l'ind

shoulcl chalrgc. As rre approachecl tlle islancls, it.t.tl.nensc qr.rarltities

of Terns tr,cre flying about or resting r.rpon the u-atet', and among

them rve observed a nuntber of Sheartlaters ancl Boobv Cannets

Upon landing, rve fottttd thc rvl.role island covered ri'ith a thick

grorvth of cactus, rvhich ulacle rvalkir.rg lather ttncom{oltable' as the

sl.rarp needles cut through tlle clothes, ancl clrerv blood frcely' As

s,c advanced, hunclrecls of Terns rose ulloll all sides of r-rs, uttcrir.rg

harsh cries as they flen about our heacls, ri-hile othcrs nearly allos'cd

theuselves to be stcppecl on before tbey offercd to leave the ncst.

Near the tridclle of the island there is a snrall marsh, rvhich tve

found tenanted by a tttturber of \\raclers, of dilTcrent specics' Sev-

eral Wilson Plovers seer.ned greatly disconccrtecl bl oLtI' pt'cscnce,
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and shou'ed such er.ident signs of anxiety tl.rat I rvas certain tlrat
their eggs could not be far off; but althoLrgh rve searchecl diligently
for thern, we \r ere unable to find a single egg. Nleanrvhile, tl.re

Plovers had becn fl1,ing about ns, uttcring short, sharp notes of
clistress, but, upon our nroving as.a1,, tl.rey imntccliately ceasccl their
lamentations, ancl becarne as cluiet as possible, evider.rtly satisfiecl

that lve had given up the search. While ri,alking thr-ougl.r the short

marsh-grass, a Dove suddcnlv started up fror.n almost undcr my

feet. rvlriclr I recognized as .the littlc Ground Dove (C. Tasselina);
but, to be positive, I shot the bircl, and then contr.nencecl a carefr:l

search fpr the nest, and ,o''as lucky enough to fincl it rvithont any

trouble. It rvas sin.rply a little mat of sticks, on which rvere cleposited

trvo beautifr-rl littlc rvhite ee-gs, $'hicli rvere quite frcsh.

Yellor.crorvncd Night Hcrons (Ar. ztiolacea) were very abundant;

\ye nrLrst have startecl over a hunclretl of thcm cluring our circuit
of the island, ar.rd I was enablccl to llrocure a nnnber of their rare

eggs, sometimes finding trr,o or three nests on tlie salne br:sh.

We for"rncl Terns r.nore abundant on this island tlian anyrvhere

else in the Baharras, and as it is atr unfrequented spot, they are

so tarre as to often allorv tlien'rselves to be taken from the nest

ri'ithout offering to fly. Several o{ t}re men rvliom I sent on shore

brought back a nunrber of the l:irds alive, and several basketsful of

eegs, mostly those o{ Terns and Night Herons. Some of them

rvcrc crackecl, ar.rd they recluestecl nre to allorv then.r to have thenl

to eat. If thel' ate them, as I suppose they clid, it rvas in all proba.

bility the r.nost valuable onrelet they rvill ever have set before thern,

5
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the cggs of the Yellot"crori'ned Night Heron often selling as hieh

as tlrree dollirs apiece.

It had been rny intention to male quite a long stay at this island,

as it offered a fine field for the invcstisation of the habits of scveral

impcr{ectly knorvn species; but on the eveniug of the second day

aftcr our arrival, the sly becamc overcast s itl.r l.reavy, blacli cloucls,

the rvind suddenly changecl, and as it u'ould be unsafe to renrain

rvhcre lve rvere in case of l:acl rveather, rve t.tracle all haste to teigh

anchor and put to sea. An hour later, the storn reached us, but

\ve were clear of the dangelous gr our.rd, ancl scr,rdded before it.

close-reefed, in the direction of Inagual
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CHAPTER VII.

INACUA

35

*

I\illrHervsrorvs, 's'lrich can boast of being the only rvhite settlc-

ment on the island, resembles Nassau on a small scale' A good

deal of salt is tnatrufacturecl here, ar.rd the quantity exported every'

year is considcrable {or the size of the place' Cocoanut groves

are being stalted, and, on 
tthe 

rvhole, the island is in a prosperous

condition.

About ten niiles back of Nlatliervstorvn thcre is a largc lake'

rvhich, rve hacl been tolcl, rvas fairlv alile riitll gamc at all scasons

of the year, ancl to see this t'ouclerful Iake had becu one o{ the urain

objects oi my visit. On the ucrt day aftcr our arrival' we sPetlt

the after-r'roon arranging for the trip' In the cvcning the boats rvcre

placed upon stlrall carts, barely large enortgh to hold theru' rvhich

were to be clratvn by srlall but strong dorlkeys, gtllls \\:ere clcancd'

ammunition loo}:ed over, aud everlthing preparcd for an early stalt

the next morning.

May e7.-It rvas three o'clock, aud so dark that. the outline of

the'shore rvas barely visible by thc dirn light of the stars' s'l.ren

lve.left the vessel. Some .tirne was sPent in getting everything

arrarrged, but it u'as still clark s'hcn the sleepy negro' rvho was to

act the part of clriver, antlounced everything in readiness to start'

I
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Climbing into the u.agon, \\,e \\.erc bornc slorvly along over a smooth
road, u'hich utrund in and out through a labl,rinth. of saltloncls,
dotted here and there by small ivinclmills, of a very primitive pattern,
l.hich are used in pumping rvater in and out of the ponds, some-
times taking a wcek to do rvlrat a srnall donl:cy_engine rvould accom-
plish in a fe.w hours.

The road rvas quitc good, ancl on the rr.ay $.e had a fine vierv of
the countr)', ivhich, in some places, cxtcncls in an unbroken pr.airie
for miles. In such places, rve or;scrr.ed numbers of ivilcl asses,
These pretty little crcatures stoocl and gazecl timidly at us as rve
passed, but thc nroment rve macle a ntovelnent tou.ards thetl, arvay
they l.ent likc the r.ind. One l.ho has never seen the ass in
its t'ild state, cannot a1;preciate the grace and beauty of these
prctty little auimals. Cattle ancl horses are also abundant on
the island, in a rvild statc, ancl offcr excellent sport. fhey are
descendants of domestic anirnals, brought to tlre islancl many
years ago.

The ride to the lake occupied sevcral lrours, and we were
continually annoycd by nryriacrs of ,roscluitocs and other insects.
The road rvas covered b1, an inrrlensc quantity of laucl.crabs,
most of them small, rvhich hurrieclly ran out of the tvay as ive
approached.

We founci the Iake, rvhich is sonre ts.elvc miles in extent, exceed_
ingly shallou', rarely erceedirg four fcct in clepth. Irar out in the
shallow watcr rvere scveral large floc)<s of Iilamingoes, their scarlet
plumage blazing brightly in tlie light of the morning sun. I,elicans

I ,
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rvcre abunclant, and Stilts, Willcts, ancl a nur.nbcr of specics of Sancl.

pipers rvere continually flying about. I procurccl ser.tral .l.rccirnens

of the pretty little Ilahanra Drck (D,y'i1,t 6ttlantnsis:), l,hich *'e
found quite abundant on tl.re island, ancl I t.as also luc)<y enough

to find ts'o of their nests on a sr.nall island a short distancc fronr the

shore. Near the uppcr part of the lake is the lar{est I.lamirrgo

brcedir.rg-grour.rd in the Bahamas. These bircls repair to about the

satne place regularly every ycar, ancl breed in grcat numbers. The
nest resembles a sugar-loaf in forrr, coml;osecl of clay ancl mud,

' har.ing a slight clcpression in the to1:r in u'hich thev deposit their
eggs. Occasionally, during the rainy season, the rvater overflou.s

the nests, and thousands of cggs are destroled, ntanl' of rvhich are

rvashed ashore on the other side of the lake. I pickcd up a nunrl;er

on thc beach rvhich had eviclently becn in the later fol a long tinre.

Flamingoes' eggs are considered very goocl eating, and are uruch

estcernecl bv the inhabitants, rvho, everv vear, organizc a paltl ancl

. gather ther.n in large qr"rantities.

By noon. the heat had becorne excessivc, and the birds rvhich l'e
had alreadl, killed, although deacl but a ferv hours, and not e-rposecl

to the sun, already shorved signs of clccomposition; so, for fear of

losing them, rve hurriedll'gathered our tlrings togethcr ancl startecl

on the return trip to Ilathetstorln, u'here se arrived at sunsct, tired

and hcated, but rvell plcased rvith our dav's jaunt.

At Inagua, I found many spccies of birds rvhich l did not find

on any of the other islands. The Spoonbill is al:undant ir.r the

creeks in man)'pxrts of the island, ger.rerally frequenting the man-

I
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groves. From fiftv to a hundred s'ere sometimes seen together, but

tlrey n ere shy, and clifficult to approacl.r. The Thrush (t'lfargarops

ftr.scatus), Parrot (C. rullaria), Little \Iocking-bitd (,tl[inuts orlltcus

aar. iontitticus), and Lyre Humming-bird (Dorir.la lyura) we also

obtaincd here, and did not observe them elselvhere.
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NIEASURETIENT OF SPECI}IENS.

\\IurEns often differ in their stllc of trlclsttring a sPcci:ncn'

and {or that reason I incluclc belorv tl.rc ltsttal rulcs for treasure'

n.rent, rvhich are follorved in the prescnt rvork'

Lexorrr. - Dis tance, itt a slraiglit littc, lront the encl of the bill to

. the tip of the longest tail-feather' Sontctinres one or t\Yo

feathers are much longer than the otl.rers, as in the Tropic

bird.

\Vrxc.- Distance, itt a straight linr' from the carpus (bend of the

rving) to the tip of the longest primary'

Tetr.- Distance from the body to the end of the longest fcathcr'

Brr-r. - Distar.rc e, in a straight liu (not taking the curve of the

bill), from the tip to rvhere it ioins skin or feathcrs on the

forehead. (Exception, birds liaving frontal plate')

1o*5s'5. - Dist ance, in ih'ont' ftot'tt the knee-joint to the root of

the middle toe.

A1l mcasurements are given in inches, unlcss otlienvise stated'
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FAM. TURDID.lE

THRUSIIES

MI.lf OCIC 1,,4 PLU,lf BEA, (Lirrtt.)

PLUul,Eous'I'IJRUSH.

Lotal Nnnze.- Blue'fhrashcr.

Afult tl[a/t.- Gencral plurrage, plumbeous; chin and small

patch at base of lorver nranclible, lhite; throat, black; prinraries

ancl secondaries, dark bros,n, cxcept the first ts'o, eclgcd rvith slaty

gray ; tail, \'er..y dalk br orvn, aluost black ; the terminal third of

the inner \vells of the first trvo, and tips of first foltr feathers,

rvhite; ciissuln, plumbeous; Icgs and eyelicls, verrilion red; iris,

reddish brorvr.r.

Adult Fenzalc.- Sitlilar to the t.uale, but appears to be slightly

smallcr. Cannot be clistingLrished othcrrvise than by dissection.

Lcngth ro.:5, rving 5, tail 5, tarsus I, bill .9o.

' For years, tlre Plumbeous Thrush has been represented only

by a r,ery ferv specimeus in sotne of the large lrluseuln collections,

ancl rvas cot.rsidered so rare that I u'as very much surprised, lq;on

visiting the Bahatrtas, to find it abundant oll solre of thc islands'

I
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At Nerv Providence and Abaco, it rvas especially comn'ron, and I

rvas cnal:led to collect a .fine series o{ spccimens. It generally

remains concealecl in thd tllickets, and. perl.raps, for that rcasou, is

seldom seen, although it is rvell knorvn to the ir-rhabitants by the

name of Blue Thrashcr. Its sor.rg is very pretty, at tirnes resct.u-

bling the notes of our common llobfu ('fcrdus nigratorius). Tbe

stomachs of several specimens contained tLe retrains of berries

and insects.

MIIVOCICEI-A RUBRIPES. (Temtt)

RED.LEGGED TERUSH,

Adub l[oh. - Chir.r ancl cheek striped white ; throat, black,

reaching upper brcast; ltlly, rddislt ltrozut., deepest near the vent;

ct'issun, dr// zi,iile ; tl.u ee outer tail-featl-rers tipped u'ith rvhite.

Length about r r, rving 5, tail 4, bill .96.

The Recl-iegeed Tl.rrush has a gencral resemblance to tl.re ple-

cecling species, but may be easily distinguished from it by the

coloration of tbe belly and crissunr.

I have neyer observccl this species in the Bahanras, but have

includecl it on the authority of Dr. tsryant, n'ho clairrs to have met

ri.ith three specir.nens in the neigliborhood of Nassau, and sa1's that

the ir.rl.rabitants knerv it by the nante o{ Blue Jay and Blue 'l'hrasher.

If this species does occur in the Bahantas, thcy no doubt consider

it identical rvith the last species, and recognizc both birds by the

same name.

t
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ltl-7 RG.lROPS FLTSCA TUS' (L'ieil )

Pr\ry_P-{$'THRLlsH.

Loml Nanrc-- Parvlarv Bircl'

Adrlt .,tLf,r le. - Above, brorvn, thc feathcrs siightly eclged rvith

asl.I; throat ancl breast, brorvn; feathcls hcavily eclged rvith rr'hite'

giving'a n'rottletl a1:pearar-rce, rvhich shoivs fair.rtly on the bcl1y and

al,'r-rost clisappears at tl-re vent ; primaries' brol'n' pale-edged; uPPer

tail-coverts tippecl rvitl-r rvhite; tail, bros'n' tippecl rvitlt rvhite; biil'

yellorvish, rvith an olive tinge ; r-rpper t.tlandible shading into brorvn

at the base; legs, pale olive; iris' pale yellorv'

Length ro.:5, lving 5':o' tail 4'5o' tarstls' I40' bill 76'

This ir.rtercsting species inhabits Inagua' bnt' as far as I n'as

able to obser ve, it is not found or.r ar-ry of the otl.rcr islar.rds' All

attelnpts to cliscover its nest rvcre unsnccessful' ancl as it \Yas not

at all contt'tlon, I arn r:nable to state anythirlg' from personal

observatiot-t, regarding its habits' Thc natives at North'"r'est Point

seer.necl to be $,c11 accluaintecl rvith it, and tolcl tne that the Parvparv

Bird rvas l.!ot unconlmon in the interior of tl-re island' and that its

nest is built in hollorv trees'

I
I
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MI^IIUS ORPHEL,.S I/A t?. DO,\LLYICL,S. (Lill.) (Bryattl)

LITILE trIoCKING.BIRD.

Aduli Malt._Above, grayish brosr, shorvirrg aslr), or thc back;
under parts, tvhite, slightly tingecl l.ith ashy on thc breast; ri,ir.rgs,
brorvn; all of the prirtaries heavily markecl rvitl.r. and the eightlr
and ninth almost entircly, r,hite; tail, brorvn, having the first trvo
and entire inner tveb of thircl featlrcrs tvhite; bill, black;. legs,
brorvnish. Sexes sin.rilar.

Length 8.5o, rving 4, tail 4.:o, tarsus r.zo, bill .6a.

This pretty little xlocki'g-bird, rvhich is about tr.re s,ra est of
its fa,ily, is cournron at Inagua, ancl a constant resiclcrt. I havc
never met n,ith it on anl of the other islands, although the negroes
clainl that a small bird of this genus is occasionally seen on Long
Island during the sumr.ner. Dr. Br,r,ant for,rnd it at Inagua, but clicl
not meet rvith it elseivherc in the Bahamas. It may be easily reoog
nized by its small size and distinct u,ing-markir.rgs.

.1Il,t/ tr.f R !1 t{A )11 E )\-S/5. (Blra\tt.)

. BAHAy,t llocrr^-c-euio.

Whter Phrmoge, ,tltab. _ \Iuch larger than tlI. lafirgloftus, and,
the rvhite tail-feathers rvanting. Above, pale rufor,s_brot,u, the rufous
tint most markcd on the runtp ancl upper tail_coverts; belor.v, pale

\
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ash, streaked with fine lines of brorin, becouring broacler upon the

sides; r'ings, rufous-bros-n, fcathers sligittly eclged ti,ith palc ru{ous I

rving-coverts tipped u,ith rvhite, fornting t\\o narrow bars; tail, dar'li

trorvn, slightly tipped l,ith cluli s,hite, rvanting on tl.rc trvo n-ricldle

featl.rers; legs, bh-rish black; bill, blacli; iris, yellorv. The fernale

resembles the lnale.

Length about rr, iving !, tail 5, tarsus i.6o, bill .9o.

'fhis beautiful songster n.rakes its home among the Bahama

Islands, rvhere it is ver1, abnnclant throughout the ycar. Upor.r

landing upor.r Highburn Key I observecl a large bird ciinging to

the top of a sn.rall branch, rvhich sl'a1'ed about in the light breeze.

It had thc appearance of a trlocking-bircl, but rvas much larger than

any I had ever scen. As I looliecl, it liftcd its head ancl uttered a

serics of notes such as I had rarell. if ever heard cqualled by ar.ry of

our songsters. As it sung, gently sriaying from one side to the

other, it rvould sudclenly ceasc, ancl tlien softly corlrlcnce again,

gradually increasing ir.r porvcr until it seerled carriecl arvay by the

beauty of its orvn melocly.

Dr. Bryant, during his r.isits to the Bal.ramas, found it very abLrn-

dant. He sa1.s, " On those kevs, rvhich are barcly large enough for
any land birds to inhabit ther.n, this bilcl is sure to be the first
settler; ar.rd in sorne of thent, as Ship Channel lieys, for instance

rvhich are oniy a ferv acres in extent, thcre rvoulcl be ts'o or three

pairs, each occupyir.rg its orvn clornain, rvhich they did not allorv to

be inr.adcd by the othcrs r.ithout giving battle at or.rce. It rvas

t
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singular, as nell as pleasing, to see ancl hear on one of these lonely

and alrnost desert kcys, this graceful bird, n.rounted on the topmost

spray of some dt'arf shruJr, singing ri ith as much fen,or and satisfac-

tion as if surrounded by listeners, instead of having for sole auditon

his faithfr,rl nate. The pairs sccm to keep together aftcr the period

of ir.rcubation has passed, as all i mct s'ith, as early as Februery,

r,ere mated, and the inl.rabitants statccl that they did not lay'before

XIal'; and the se.rual organs of all thosc dissectcd by nre shoncd no

appearance of excitement. L.r its habits it differs very much frorn

oLlr cor.nmon species, delighting as rnuch in solitude as the l:rtter

does in tlie society of niankind. Its food, during my visit, consisted

almost entirely of the frLrit of the prickly pear, with the addition of

an occasional insect. I prcsume that thc insectivorous part of its
diet is proportionall,r' rreater rvlien it jr.rhabits tl.re larger islands, but

on the barren keys, on rvhich I procurccl r.ny specir.t-tens, insccts are

alt.t.tost unknorvn, at least if I arn to judgc fro;r the nurlber seen

by rr1,self. The stomachs of a1l those procured b1' rre contained

a quantity of tl.re seeds of the prickly pear, and a fcrv renrains of

insccts; ancl the feathers near the bill of all of them rvcre stainecl led

bv the juice of the {ruit."

None l,ere obscrved or.r the isiand of Ncrv Proviclcnce by our

party, although there is no lcason nhv thcy should not be founcl

therc, and the inhabitants claitn that thet'are occasionalll, r.nct lith
in the vicinity of Nassau, but only on lare occasior.rs.

t\
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Ity'IMUS CA ROLINENSIS. (r,ha.)

CATBTBD,

Winter Plutnale, Mate, - Smaller and lighter colored than the
northern bird. Above, dark slate color; crown and. tail, black;
under parts, pale slate color ; crissum, chestnut; bill and legs, black.
The female does not differ from the male, but is somewhat smaller.

Length about 7.9o, rving 3.5o, tarsus r, bill .66.

The Catbird, although probably a regular rvinter visitant, is
not \.ery abundant, and rve obtaincd but ferv spccimens, Its habits
appearcd to me to be the same as rvhcn it r.isits the United States
in the surnrner season. It undoubtcdly rvanclcrs all over tl.re islands.
Dr. Her.rry Brvant obtaincd it at Inagua. This bird has received
its nar.ne fronr its peculiar notes, rvhich sourcrvhat rcser.r.rble tl.re cry
o{ a cat, and rvhich it constantly uttcrs wliile seeking for its foocl

among the thick underbrush. Its food consists of insects, and
bcrries of various kinds.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A.. Vol. II. pl. r.1o.
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FAM. SYLVIID,IE

PO LIO P TI LA C.E R UL E tl. (Lint.)

BLUE-cRAY Gli.{T-cArctlER.

trViuter Phmage, Iintale.- Above, grayish blue; under parts

and.lores, bluish ivhite; quills edged rvith bluish gray, becoming

rvhiter on the tertials; two outer tail-feathers rvhite, becoming black

at the base, and extending obliquely foru'ard on the inner lvebs;

third tail.feather tipped ivith s'hite, thc others black.

Adult Mate.-With a narrol frontal line of black, extending

over the eye; otherrvise resemblcs the fer.r.rale.

Length 4.4o, rving z, tail z.zo, tarsus .7o, bill .1o.

This little species is a rcsidcnt of tire Ilahanras, although nruch

less abundant in sttmtler than in s'intcr, as thcir nutlrbers bccouc

greatly augrnented cluring the latter scason b1' ntigrants frorlr thc

United States. When rve arrived at Inaqua tliey $cre (luite abr'lu'

dant, and evidently breccling; so, being vcry clcsiroLrs of procuring

the eggs of this species, I u'atchccl then.r carcfulll', attcl rv;rs rervarclccl

by finding a nest containing threc ufgs, or) Jirne rst, the eggs bcing

all quite fresh. The nest rvas a bcantiful littlc structurc, built i r-r

the crotch of a din.rir.rutive palt.u-trce, about four {cet from the

r
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ground. The old birds rvere very tame, the male perching himself
upon the end o{ a trvig, not tlo feet frour rry hand, and singing
a\yay as merrily as possible, seerr-ringly rvith the intention of attract.
ing me arvay from the ncst. I never had l.reard before a birrl of tliis
species utter such Varied and pleasir.rg song. The poor little fernale

fluttcred anxiously around rne, aud upon my removing the nest, she

hopped down into the crotch rvhere it had rested, and after peering
about for a fel scconds, seented ir.r such distress that I was alnost
tempted to replace the nest and leave her in ti.re happy possession

of ir cr treasu rcs.

It is a curious fact that, during the rlonth of January, out of a
series of some fifty specimens u.hich rvere sl.rot and examinecl, only
a single rnale bird rvas taken; but later in the season, the males and
fenales seemcd to be altout eclually distributed.

Dr. Bryant {ound this species verl' abur.rdant at Inagua.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N..A., Vol. L pl. 7c.

I
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FA},{. SYLVICOLIDlE.

WARtsLERS.

lLINIOTILTA llARIA. (Li .r.)

BLACK ANT, 1MHITE CREEPER.

L[/itzter Phnnage, )[rt/e.-Upper parts, b]ack, the feathers broadly

eclgcd rvith brorvnish rvhite; a superciliary lir.re of brorvnish rvhite;

undcr parts, rvhite, lith {aint ash-colored str\rcs rtpon the sicles o{

the breast, shading into brorvnish upon tl.re sides of thc be111' and

crissur.r.r; trvo clearly clefinecl bancls upon the lvings; tail, black,

edged with rvhitish; inncr rvebs of the trvo outer tail-fcathers tipped

rvitl.r rvhite.

Fenale. - Similar to tl.re male, having the under parts rvhite,

{air.rtly n'rarked s,ith blackish on tlre -sirles.

Length 5.o5, rving 2.75, tail z.ro, tarsus .8o, bill .5o.

Tl're BlacL and White Crcepcr is not Ltt.tcot.rtt.t.ton during the

rvintcr on solne of thc largcr islancls. I plocured specimens cluring

Decenrber and January, ancl Dr. Bryant founcl it cornnon frotn

April zo to XIay ro. It has a cririous habit o[ climl;ing t]re ttunks

of trees, after tl.re manner of'Woodpeckers, scarching clilieently for

the numerous insects s'hich it fiuds concealcd in the intcrstices of

the bark. None rvere seen after l{ay 7.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. II. pl. rr4.
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PA R ULA A )tIE RIC ) NA. (Littx.)

ELuE YELLow-BAcKED,wARBLER.

55

Il/inter plunage, ,]Ia/r._ Above, blLrc; a slight tinge of .r.ellorvupon the cro\yn ancl napc; nridcllc of thc backlvith a broad patchof grcenish l,ellcirv; throat ancl ):rcast, 1.cliol,, u.itir an inrperlect bandof tluc acrt,ss the jugulunt antcr.ior to one of brorvn internrixer.luitlt 1-ellorr.;. a srrrall rr.lri
ashl'blue; tr"o.,r"I-dcfinc' 

e sPot on the e'elid; siclcs of thc hcarl'

shading into asrr ,,pon ,r,l;:::^::T:T: ii, _;Lli,:;i:,;i,:crissum; tair, r'ith the exception of the tu,o nriddle feathers, srron-ing a patch of white upon the inner t.ebs.

I4/inlcr ?hnm.{e, Ftrzn/t. _ Above, oli'e; uncler parts, dulls'hite, somctirles sho* ing a tinge of bro*.risrr o, the breast.

Length .1..1c, rving :.35, tail :, tarsus .65.

Not unconmon during tlie t.inter. All the specimens procured
rvere taken at Nassar:, N. I,., irLrt there is no do,,bt that it rangesthroughout the islands, as it is knou.n to havc a rnuch greater
southern rangc than the Ilahamas. Dr. Ilryant found it common
during his visit to {rese islancls in rg66.

All the specinrens obtainecl b1.nre u.ere killed among the small
trees bordering the road; but none lvere seen ir: the ,,pine barrens,,,

I
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rvl.rere other species of its {amily rvere abundant' None

later than APril'

Fig. Aud. Bds. N' A', Voi' II' Pl' 9r'

HELII|THERUS t/ERit t'oRUS' (G")

Wo&rt-EATING Vy'ARBLER'

Adxtttlllate.-Above'olive-green;headstripcdwithycllowish
brorvn ancl black on each side ol the crot'n' wl-rich is brou'nish 1'el'

lorv; uncler parts, pale brorvnish yellorv' clull on the belly' and tingcd

u,ith olive on tl.re sides'

Arhrlt Fcnta la. - ltesemblcs the male''but having the plumage

somcrvlrat dullcr'

Length 4.6o, s'ing z'76' tail I '95' tarsus '68' bill 'S6'

The present species is included on the authority of N{r' N' B'

IIoore, rvhb claims to have seen 6ve or six of these Warblers duriug

themonthsofNovember'December'andJanuary'rvhileatNassau'

Fig. Aud. Rds' N' A'' Vol' II' pl' to5'

DE|\.DR(ECA -ESTIt'l' (G n')

SnrlMER WARBLER' t

-

remarll

Ar{tttt llale.-Tarstts lrss tltatt '65 oif att inrl; gcneral plunragc'

bright yellorv; brcast and sides of the body strcaked rtith ru{ous;

I
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tail, yellolv, having the outer rvcbs and tips brori,nish; rving-coverts

edgcd rvith yellorv.

Adalt linale. - Much paler, and shorving the rufous str.eaks

very faintly, i{ at all.

Length 5.r5, rving 2.66, tail 2.25, tarsus .64.

I include this species on the authority of Dr. Bryant, as I have

never met with the trte D. cestiaa in the Bahamas.

trig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. II. pl. 8S.

DEA'DROiC,I! PETECi{I.4. (Ltun.)

5/

Tarsus ttot less thon .7o of an. iu:lt;
shorvine dusky.

A,lull ,\hk. - Ceneral a]lpcarai)cc

shorving olive; sidcs strcaked; cro\ r.r,

tinged ri'ith rufous anteriorly.

outer webs of tail-feathers

of the last species; nape

greenish, and sometimes

This Warbler was not uncommon at Inagua and Long Island

durine llay and June; none \yere seen during the rvinter, Dr.

Bryar.rt found it at Lragua, rvhere he sa1's it rvas quite abundant,

both arrong the nrgngroves and ir.r tl.rc clutlps of trees on the

savaltna.
s
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DENDRGCA PETECI{IA l/A R. GUt\.DLACHI. (Ln' .) (Baird.)

GUNDLACH,S WARBLER.

Aduh llale. - Loztter i5art of t/troat sh,t'al-cd ; above, yellol'isl.r

green; cro\\'n shorving no signs of lufous, or only a faint tingc;
tarsr.rs, about .82. Sometimes clifficult to distinguish plunlage frorn

that of the preceding species.

The present variety bccornes cluite abundant during the sumn.r'er

rnonths, In its lrabits, it resemblcs D. nslita, to l,hich it is very

closcly allied. None rvcle observed nortii of Long Island.

DENDRGCA CERULESCENS. (Litl.)
BLAcK-THRoATED BLUE WARBLER.

At{uh t'lfale . - Above, slaty blue; sides of the head, throat, and
sides of the body, black; rest of nndcr parts, l.hite; a bancl of tvhite
on the prirnaries; tail, dar.k bronn, blotclted rvith rvhite.

Adalt Fcmole , - Sr.r.raller tl.ran the male ; above, olivc_green,
reacl.ring the sides of the throat; uncler parts, pale greenish yellori.

Lengtlr 5, rving 2.4o, tail .9o, tarsus .72, bi)l 46.

.The Black.throatecl Blue Warbler.can only be considerecl as a
rather rare rvinter visitant. On X,Ia1, g, an aclult rnale, evidently
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migrating, came on board the vessel near Isac Key. None rvere

observed later. It generally frequents the pine $,oods, such as are

founcl on the islands of Nerv Providence and Abaco.

DEATDR@CA COR ONA TA , 
,(Liaa.')

YELLoU-RUMPLED WARTTLER.

Il/inler Phnnaga, ,tl,fale. - Abo\.e, brown, faintly streaked rvith

black; undcr parts, yellorvish rvhite, streakecl rvith dark brorvn upon

the siclcs and breast; runtp and crozutz, ye//o',u, the latter aln.rost

concealed by the brorvn tips of thc {cathcrs; trvo distinct rving-

bands, and spots on the three outer tail-feathers, rvhite. Fen-ra1e, in

winter, differs but slightly {rom the r.r.rale.

Lengtlr 5.4o, rving 2.8o, ttil z.zo, tarsus .7o, bill .4o.

A ratl.rer comfirorl r,isitant. We found thetn nuurerous in the

vicinity of Nassau, N. P., during the tnonths of December and

Januarl', and occasionally observccl thetn ot.t some of the other

islands. It is a tame, prctty little specics, qenerally flccluenting

the l.reavy grolth, and rnay be casily recognizccl b1, the yellorv on

the runtp.

trig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. II. pl. 76.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. II. pl. 95.
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DEIIDR(ECA BLACKB UR IE. (Gtn.)

BLACKBURNIAN WARSLER.

Adull tlfitlt. - Above, black ; a \yhitc scapular stripe miclclle

of tl.re crorvn; side of head and neck, throat, to tl.re upper breast,

bright orange-recl; rrnclcr parts, rvhite, shorving orange on thc i:clly,

and streakccl s,ith blacl< on thc sides; tail, brorvrr; outer tail-feathers,

r.hite, tipped rvith broun; t'ing-coverts shorving much shitc.

Adult Fe male. - Resen.rbles thc male ; breast is much pale;.

In rvinter, males beconrc palc, aud shon, Iar'3e stripes of black on

the sides.

Length 4.5:, rving 2.6o, tail :, tarsus .68, bill .4o.

Nothing is knorvn concerning thc occurrence of the Blacl<bLrm-

iar, Warbler in tl.re Bahama Islands, exceltt a short note b1. Dr.
Brl ant, in rvhich ire states that he sarv a pair on April 3o.

On one occasion, rvhile shooting in thclvoods near Nassau, I sarv

what I belier,ed to be a bird of this species; J:ut upon sliooting it,
it proved to be only a irighly colorecl specir.n et ol D. donitita. If
Dr. Bryant was not mistaken ir.r the specics, it is probably of rare

occurrcnce in the Balrarrras.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., V,ol. II. pl. 87.

1
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DE,\IDRGCA STRIATA. (Forst.)

BLACK-PoLL IMARBLE&.

Aiult ilfale.-Above, grayish, tinged u,ith brou'n ancl streaked

s,ith black ; top of the head ar.rd nape, black; undcr parts, thloat,

lou'er sides o{ the head, ancl ear-cor,erts, rvhite; sides oI the

tl.rroat and body strcakecl lith black; two rvhite bars on thc rving-

coverts; r,vings and tail, brorvr.ris}r ; tailJeathcrs sl.rorving u,hite on

tlre irr ner u'ebs"

Arlull linrule. - LTppe r palts, greer.rish, streaked ri,ith clark

brorvn; under parts tinged xith 1'ellorvish.

Length 5, rving 3, tail 2.16, tarsus .8o, bill .4o.

I cannot speak of this bird fror.n personal ol:s'ervation, as I never

met rvith it in the l3ahamas. Dr. l3r'yant, hon'cver, {ound it abun-

dant from the rst to the rotl.r of X{a1,, ar]d says, " In its habits, this

bird appro.ximates very nearlv to the ,1f. urrtlt, clirnbing rouncl the

trunks of trees in search of irrsects apparerrtlv rith the sane facilitl,

as tlrc Iatter: 1..:ird.'

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. IL'pl. 78.

I

I



a 6z BIRDS OF THE BAHA]I'IA ISLANDS.

DEl DR 0:. CI ? E 1'ti\ts t,L L',1 A'tCA. (I_ittx.)

CHESTNuT-srDED lVArinLER.

Adult llfale. - Above, striped rvith black and gray, becoming

olive and black on the lorver back; croln, yellorv, bordered by a
black stripe; cheeks, black, contirluing in a narrol stripe to the

chestnut of the sidcs; under parts, shite; sidcs, bright chestnut;

inuer rveb of the outer tail-feathers shorving s'l,itc.

Adult Female.- Like the n.rale, but paler ; much less chestnr.rt ;

the bliLck on the checks ivanting, or replaced by a dull brorvn.

Length 4.8o, rving 2.75, tail 2.o5, tarsus .72, bill .4o.

I have inclucle.l this Warblcr on the author.ity of Dr. Br1,ant,

rvho sar.s that he sarv a fes' in the carl1, part of IIa1,.

.Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. IL pl. Sr.

DENDRGCA IIACULOSA. (Gn.)

BLACK ,tliD YDLLow WARBLER.

Ad Ma/a,- Abovc, black; cl.o\\.n! grar,, cdgcd rvith l.hite
behind the eye, a band ol black passing fronr the bill thr.oLrgh the
eye to the neck; under parts, 1,ellor, strcal<ccl l.ith blacl<; crissunr,
rvl.rite; rump, shorving ycllorv, wine-cor.crts Ior:ring a s,hite patch;
tail, black, having a band of ulritc at thc nriclcllc.

a
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CAPE [tiY \VARnLET.

trtr/iuler Phnrugc, ,lfa/c. - Up1>cr parts, olive - grcen, slightll,
marked with black; feathels of the hcad, black, cdgecl rvith grar'.

giving the top of the head a nrottlccl appearance; earcoverts sho\\'-

ing vcry slight tinge of chcstnut; srUrcrciliary stlipe, yellorv; a

yellorv bancl passing rour.rcl thc sicles of thc throat, nearly joining

above; under parts, bright yellorr, streakecl rvith black; cluills and

tail, clark brorvn, eclgetl *ith ycllou,ish rvhite; three outer tail-feathers

witli patch of rvhite upon tl.rc inncr rvcbs; rurnp, yellow; crissuur

ycllorvish uhitc.

I,I/in tcr Phnmgc, Il:male , - Lbove, olivaceous ash, shorving yel-

lorvish on the runip; rro black or chestrlut about the head ; tail-

spots not so clcar as ir.r thc male; bencath, rvhitish, sliglrtly tinged

with yellorv on tl.re brcast, and streaked with clusky, not black, as

in tl.re male.

Lcngth 4.75, rving 2.8o, tail z, tarsus .8o, bill .4o.

\
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'I'he present spccies, although not abundant, is found thlough-

out tl.re Bahamas during the ri'inter' We occasionally mct rvith

it clr.rring Deceuber ind January, and on the z6th of the latter

lr-ronth l observed several of therl flitting about at.t.tot.lg the trees in

fror.rt of the hotcl at Nassau. Its {ood, lilie others of its family,

cousists nrainly ol irsccts.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. II. pl. 35.

DENDR(ECA DISCOLOR, (l,leil.)

PRArRrn \\7aRnr-ER.

I4/hter P h.rmagz, '4Io/c, - Above, oli\,e-green; the intcrscapular

region witl.r fair-rt indications of chcstnut; undcr parts, yellon', faintly

striped rvith ash upolr the sides; throat, 1'el1on,, shouing sligirt traces

of rvhite; a narrow yellorv stlipe flom the r.rostril encircling the

eye, broken at its postelior part by a streak of ash; cpills and tail-

feathers, brorin, eclged x'ith l'hite; tu-o outer tail-{eathers rvith a

long patch of rvhite upon the iuncr rvel:s.

Winter Phtnngt', F,'male. - Similar to the nale, but the r.nalk-

ings nruch paler; yellorv stripe o{ the eye vcrv inciistinct. and of a

pale yellotish t'hite.

Length 4.5o, rl'-ing z.ro, tail z, tarsus.74, bill ..1o.

This pretty littlc Warblcr is one of thc most abunclant spccies

found on the islands. Upon alrnost everl.kcy, large enough to admit

of the grorvtl.r of a ferv busl.res, tl.rey \rerc to be found, searchir.rg

I
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diligently for their food, and trvittering cheerfully to one another,
without secning to mind nry presence in the least. Dr. Ilryant
states that hc thought this species a constant resident in the
Bahamas, and that it breeds thcre, as after the middle of April he

saw none that l'ere not mated. It is possible that a ferv inclivic}-rals

may r entain t'hrough the summe r, but tl.rere can be no doubt that
r.r.rost il r.rot all of tl.rcrl leave the islands before the last of Apr.il.
I dicl not meet rvith it after XIay r.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. II. pl. 97.

DE,,\-DRA C.1 D O-1r I:\7CA. (L1'1lr.)

YELLoll-THRo.TTED WARBLER.

I4linlcr Plunrugc, ,lhlc.- Above, graf ish blue; forehead, lores,

cheel<s, ancl sides of thc throat, ancl streaks on the sides of tl.re

breast, black; superciliary line, rvhite, rvitl'r a yellowish tinge at

the basc of the bill; small rvhite line under tlie eye; sides of the

necli behind the cheel:-patch, and tivo bands on the rvings, rvl.rite;

throat and part of brcast, bright yellorv; loler part of breast and

be111', rvhitc, the latter r itl.r broad black stripcs upor.r the sicles;

the onter rvcl:s of the three outer tail-feathers patched rvith rvhite.

Female slightly smallcr and paler, sl.rol'ilrg a trace of brown upon

the beily.

Length 5.r5, rving 2.6o, tail z.zo, tarsus .65, bill .5o.
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The Yellot"tltroatcd Warbler is a rather corlmon rvinter visitant'

f reclucnting tl.re tall trecs, gencr ally the pines. At Nassau it s'as

cpite abundant in the " pine barrens." Its {ood consists princlpally

of srnall insects ancl larvee. It is possible that some {erv of these

bircls retrait.t in the Bahatlas to bteed, althougir none wcre obselvecl

during thc sLll.nmer season. Tl.re ncst of tl.ris species is exceecling

rare, and only ott otte occasiot.t havc I l.racl the goocl fortune to fir'rcl

it breeding. Thc nest las talien April :3, near Jacksonvillc, Fla'

It rvas built in the micldle of a chtnp of Spanish moss, sttspended

frot.n the end of a large brar.rch about trventy feet frorn the ground,

and containecl four eggs, n'hich rvcre quitc fresh. The egg is o{ a

dull, bluish-rvhite color, thickly clotted rvith fine brorvn spots around

the larger end.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. 11. pl. 79.

,\

I

DENDRGCA KIRTLAA'DI. Rdh'd.

KTRTLAND'S W^RIILER.

Ltr/inlcr Plumage, Fbnale. - Above, bluish ash ; tl.re {eathcrs of

the crorvn t,ith a narrorv, those of tl'rc miclclle of tlrc back rvith a

broacl streak of clark bronn; a narro\\i ser.ricircular ring o{ black

surrounds tl.re eyc, touching its antcrior part; eyelicls, ri'hite; uncler

parts, yellorv; throat and l.lr:east rvitl.r snall spots, and sidcs of the

bocly rvith short streaks of black; greater and midclle rvingcoverts,

,t
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prin.Iarics, and tail-feathers eJg:C rvith clu'll rvhite; trvo outer tail'

featl-rers ri ith a clLtll rvhite spot on thc it.rner rr,cb; under tail-coverts,

yelloivisl-r rvhite. The sexes are sinlilar.

Length 5.5o, rving :.75, tail 2.5o, tarsr"rs '8o'

This rare species may be consiclered a rvinter visitant to the

Bahatlas. On Jirn. 9 a specimen t'as taken at Has'k's Nest' on

Anclros Islancl, tvl.ric)r prol'ecl to be a Iet.r'ralc' Its actions tl.ruch

resen, blecl tl.rose of D. cttrotttta, and it seet.necl to pl efe r keeping

among the thick brush to the l.t'tore open grouncl lts stomacl.l

contained tl.re ren.rains of insects.

NIr. H. A. Purdie, of Nervton, Nlass', in his notes regalditrg

I

this Warbler, gives the iollorving list of specimens norv known to

sclence : -

" I. X{ale, caught on a '"'esscl at sca off Abaco' Bahamas' by

Dr. Srmuel Cabot, of Boston, the sccond rveck in October' I84r'

Noticlentifiedurrtilsonreyearsa{terthetypespecitnenrvas
descril,ed.

" 2. Ma1e, taken by Dr' J' P' Kirtland' near Cleveland' O"

XIay r 3,, r 35 r. T-vPc of spccics'

:' 3. Female, obtained by R' K' Winslor'v' near Cleveland' O"

irr Junc, r 36o.
-" 

4. N'Iale, shot by Charles Dury' at Cincinnati' O'' the first

rveck in IViaY, t872.

x BLllletin oI the Nutt]]l Ornithological Club' vol IV P' r35'
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DEA|DRO'.CA p,1L.U.,l R Lt-tL ((;h.)

YrLLow RED-PoLL WARBLER.

l,L'illtr P/tntngt, ]rtt/e._ Above, olive_brown, the feathers rvith
darl<er ce6tres, becontiug olive-grecn upon the mmp; crotvn of tlte
head sl.rol'ing indistinct trace of cltcstnnt; throat ancl superciliary
lir.re from nostril, pale yellol,ish rvhite; unclcr parts, l,ellorvish rvhite,
bcconring brighter upon tl.re beily, streakcd rvith pale brou,n; cris_
sum, pale yellou,; ciuter eclges of rving ancl tail-feathers, yellolvish
rvhite; a rvhite patch at the end of the inner webs of the trvo
outer tail-featl.rers.

[.Vbtler Phnzttge, Ftnnle. _ Slightly smaller tltan tlie rnale;
cltestnut entirelv t.antir.rg Lipon the crou,r.r ; thr-oat more of a bro\\,n_
ish cast, and general plumage slightly darl<er.

Length 4.85, wing 2.45, tail :.:o, tarsus.TS, bill .4o.

I
I

't
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" 5. Fer.nale, collected by A. B. Covert, at Ann Arbor, N,Iich.,
May r5, 1875.

" 6 and 7. Llalc and fenale, taken by lfessrs. \\rilliarn ancl John
Hall, at Itockport, Cuyalroga County, O., i\,Iay, r g 

7g.
" 8. Female, collectcd by Charlcs ts. Cory, on Anclros Islancl,

Bahamas, Jan. 9, rS79.

" 9. Femalc, taker.r by A. B. Covert, Ann Ar.bor, l\{ich., [,Iay
t6, r879.'

I
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This plctty little Warbler is very abundant during the rvirrter

montlts. Dr. l3ryant statcs, in " Procecdings Boston Society Natural

History," Vol. IX., " Durins the rvinter ancl early spring this bird

rr,,as extrenrely abur-rdarrt, but confinecl alr-rrost entirely to the neigh.

borhood of tlte sea-coast. Its habits are decideclly terrestrial, arld it

approaches, in this respect, very nearly to the Titlarks' The'v t'ere

constantll running along the cdge o{ thc road' or else hopping

atroug thc lol shrubs in thc pastures' I clid not see a single indi-

Iiclual seeLing for foocl amicl-it thc large trces, althoughNe found

it abundant everYrvhere'"

I obtaincd,-,ro.t of t'tty specimcns among the pines in the interior

of the island. By April l 5 all had lef t' and very ferv remain until

that date.

Fig. Aud' Bds' N. A', Vol' II' p1' 9o'

I

DE\-DRGCA PINUS' (Wils)

lllxE-cREEPING WARBLER'

L[/itzter Plannge, illalt.- Abovc, olive'greeu; a yellow super-

ciliary linc fror.n the base of the bili; uncler parts, r'r'ith the exception

of the belIy, bright yellorv; the sidcs of the breast rvith indistinct

streaksofolive;siclesoftheheacl,olive-green;bellyandcrissum,

dusky lvhitc; rvit.rqs and tail, clark brol'n' the feathers edged with

clusky rvhite, the fortner shorving trvo distinct bands; inner webs of

thc trvo outer tail-feathers showing oblique patches of dull r'vhite'
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Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vot. II. pl. 8:.

SEIURUS A TlROCA PTLLUS.

GoLDEN-CRorvNED THRUsH.

(Liru.)

Winler Plunzage, Fcnnle._smaller than the male, and much
paler; uppcr parts, grayish, rvith tracc of olii,e; throat, very pale
1'ellorv, becorr-ring grayish brou.n upon tlre sicles of the bclly; side
of the head and neck, gray.

. Length 5.5o, rving z.go, tail 2.35, tarsus .go, bill .5o.

The pine_creeping Warbler is a ri.intcr visitant, and one of themost dbundant specics of its faniil1,. During the nronth of Januarythey rvere to be secn everyrvhere among the pine rvoods, running
along the trunks of trees after tlte ntanncr of thc Creepcrs. .Iheir
food appears to be almost entirely insectivorous. Altliough so abun-dant a! tl.re prcsent tinre, Dr. Ilryant procurcd but one specinren
cluring his visit to the Bahamas. Sontc fcs.birds remain throughout
the year, and probably breed. \\fe procured spcci.iens as late as
June r9, and observed several after that date.

I

T.

t

t

' Local Name. 
- Night \\ralker.

Il/htter pht*tage, ,Lta/r. _.\ l;ovc. olivc_gr.ccn; cro\\.n, brou,rish
orange, bordered by tl.o l;iack streaks frorl base of thc bill to nape;
uncler parts, rvl.ritc, .*.ith an olivc tint upon thc siclcs; breast and

I

-

R



4

BIRDS OF TTIE BAHAM.{ ISLANDS' 7I

sides of the belly strcakecl rvith dark Lrortu; crissunr' rvhite; legs'

pi" n".fr-.olo,. The {ernale does not cliffer from the male'

Length 5.8o' rving 3'o5' tail z'3o' tarsus '9o' bill '58'

The Golclen'crou'ned 
-l hrush is not uncontmon througl.rout the

islancls during the rvinter months, seeming to preler the thick r'rndcr'

grorvth to the tlrore open portions of the couutry' Dr' Bryant four.rd

it common at Nassar't ir-r r E66' None rcmain later than April' Its

food consists princ\rally of insects'

Fig. Aud' Bcls' N' A'' Vol' III' pl' t48'

I

SEIURUS NO |/EBORACENSIS' (G'b')

WATEB THRUSII'

Local Nanze.- Night Walker'

tr7/itrter Pluttzage' t\[ttle'- Above' olivc'brorvn' rvith a slight shade'

of green; a superciliaty lir.re from the bill to tl.re nape; pale yellos"

.n-:tt^* {aint indications of 'bros'n: a band of pale brorvn passes

;;-r*; the eye {rom bill to napc; uncler parts' pale yellou'; brcast

",rU 
tO* heavily streaked' ancl throat finely 

' 
spotted rvith dark

t ro.t,-r, ouing' ar-rd tail' olive-brorvn' The female resembles the male'

Lcngth 5.5o, s ing :'So' tail z :o' tarsr'ts '8o' bill '5o'

.flris, as rr.ell as tlre precccling species, is called Niglrt Walker

trv tt," lnt,^trit",,tr. lt {r'ccluents clarnp ground' sllrnins to prefcr

*]^, ,n,.,, ,, sur:rouncled by a, arr.ost i.rpc.etrable undergro\\'th'T

It
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I piocured but tltree specimcns, although it
at all rare, ancl is a r.egular u.intei ,isitant.
coullnon tluoughout the islancls in rS66.
account of its retiring habits.

Fig. Aud. Bc1s. N. A., Vol. IIL pl. r49.

GDO"EILyp$ TRICTTAS. (Lizx.)
MARYLAND YELLoW-THeoATED,WARBLER

cannot be considerecl

Dr. I3ryant fou ncl it
It is rarely seen, on

I

Wirler P/unnge, ,tlfa/e. 
-Upper p:rrts, olivc_green ; throat, briqht

.J,cllow, rbecoming ercenish upon the belly, ancl olir,e upon tl.re sic.les;a broad ilttcfi /int pt.r_;ittg lron lle siles of t/re ncc/e )/,ro,rg/, t/r, ,1,att{ oxer l/te fortittttl, ryith a suffusion of gray behincl it upon thecrou,n, ancl faintly visib)e along its uDper eclge; crissum, pale yel-lorv; *,.ings a.cl tail, oii'e_gree,, the fo,rer shorving ;;"ffi i;;rpon the car.pus. Sonre bi
the heacl. 

:rcls shorv a siight tinge of brou.n u1,ror.r

L{/h ler Plzrnza,ge, f;tntale._pale olivc above ancl yellorvish belorv.No black on the head.

.Length 4.6o, u,ing z.:o, tail 2.25, tar.sus .So, ):ill ."1o.

This l,ell_knon,n ancl bcautiful
throughout the larger islancls of the
same as lvher.r it enlivcns the heclges
tnouths. Dr. Brl.ant states, ,,Whiie 

I

Ground Warblei is conirnon
Bahamas. ILs habits are the
lvith us during the sutnmer

ying at anchor, on tl.re zotl.r of

-a:
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April, in tl.re harbor of Grassy Creek' a flock of these birds cotn'

-"nc"d flying by the vesscl, and continuecl rvithout intern,ission fbr

trvo hottrs. They did not fly in a col.llPact bocly' but were con-

stantly passing during this titnc' tnorc or less being in sight the

u-lrrrlc period. Nlany of therr aliglited on the vessci All of them

that I sarv $,ere males. (Jn thc rothof IIay, they $'ere still abun-

dant in the neighborhood of Nassau'"

This species lrequents the lorv' thick brush' and keeps so rvell

concealedthatitisrarelyscen,althorrghirirealityitisquite
as abutrr]ant as n]any otl-rer spdcies ir,lrich appear muclr more

common.

Fig. Aud. BcIs. N' A" Vol' II' Pl' l02.

GEOTHLYP$ ROSTRATIJS' 8ryo'tt'

GREATER YELLoW-TIIRoATED WARRLEI'

ll,itt* phtntagc, ,JItt/.. - Abovc, bright olive-green' a broad

bar.rcl o{ black passing fron thc sitlcs o{ thc ncck ovcr thc forchcad'

inclucling the cye, ancl extcncling to thc nostril' just 
-touching 

thc

1og,er niandible, the black borclcrccl posteriorly s'ith pearl -gray'

becorning deeper gray ttpon thc crotn; untlcr parts' bright yellow'

the ilanlis shaclecl uith olive; c1uiIls' broln' ri'ith the outer rvebs

olive-green, third prirrary longest'

I

I
to

-
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L[/it ter Phnogz, Fenale._The black band rvanting; plunragc
sllglrtly paler; a pale ash-colored line fi-om over th! eye to sitles of
thc neck; croln shorving a trace of brorvn, otherrvisc resembles
the male.

Length 5.5o, rving 2.7o, tail 2.36, tarsus .92, bill .72.

, l'hc present s1;ccies appcars to be an exceedingly local anrl rare
bird, all the known specimens having bcen trt"n r..rpon the islancl of
Ncu, Proviclence. During my visits to that islancl. I had the good
fortunc to procure a fernale, n,liich has been hitherto irndescribed.
Its habits ap1:earccl to be nruch trre san-re as trrose of G. tricltas, witr_t
the cxccption that it seerned to prefer sorne*.hat liigher ancl clryerground than thc latter. specics. Dr. Bryant states, i The stomach
and cesophagus of one contained the heacl ancr body of an Anolis,
u'hich, rvithout the tail, rneasured ten inches ancl a half in length,
si.rou,ing rather a carnivorous propensitl. for a bircl of this fanrilt,.,,It is easily distinguished from G. tri./zas by its great size, and
the absence o{ rvliite upon the abdon.ren. I give bclorr: the conrpara.
tive measurement of a large specimen of G. tricras and, G. rosrntrus,
both talien in the same locality.

G, tric/tas,
G. roslrahts,

LIi\-(;TrI

4.50

5.50

\\:I\G

2.70

TAIL.

'.. J

2.36

TARSUs.

,8o

.92

BILL,

.4o

.72

Of Iate ycars tlris Lir.cl has bcen classed as a lar.ge local varietyof G. h.it/tns; bnt, aFter a carefnl conrparison of ,"u1"."1 s1;ccin:cns
ivith a latgc series of the latter, I Lal.e, rvithor.rt hesitation, rcstorcd itto the rank oI a distirrct species.
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SE ?OPIIAGI RUTICLL1. (Lit,,t.)

REDsr.4.RT.

Winlcr Phnngt, tllale._ Upper parts ancl throat, black; bclly,
rvlrite, slightly tingecl rvith orange; rvings, black, uit/r a broatd lorul
o1f orangc; basal half of the tail_feathers, except tlie rniclclle oncs, ancl
a 1:atch on eacl.i sicle of the breast, orange-recl.

LVittltr Pluntage, _lintale. - Black replacecl by olir.c_grccn ; an
ashy appcarat)ce upon the heacl; the orangc-recl r.eplacccl by pale
yello\r'.

Lcngth 5.zo, \,ing 2.+5, tail 2.3S, tarsus .70, bill .rg.

The Redstart aplleared to be cluite abunclant cluring the u,inter
u1;on thc largcr islancls. A ferv rvere seen in the latter part of
f)ecerrber, and latcr it bccame common. it is easily rccognized by
the rcd ap1.:earance of the wings as it darts in and out of the under-
grou'th in search of insects. llerely a winter resiclent, it clocs not
remain to brccd, ancl r-arely r.emains until X.Iay, although Dr. IJryant
states that lie found it abundant until XIay r3.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A, Vot. I. pl. 68.
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FAM, CCEREBIDA.

CREEPERS.

CERTHIOLA tsA Ir'4IIIEA'5'15' lleiclt '

BATIAMA HONEY CREEFER'

Lorul Name.- Bar.rar.ra Bird.

Il/inler Pluruaga, Jtlale.- Above, black, rvith a slight grayish

tinge; a slight superciliary line from bill to nape; throat, ashy rvl.rite;

breast, bright yellorv, extending uPorl the sides of the abdonlcn' and

shacling into gray upon tl.re flanks; crissunl, shite; rving-fcathers

slightly eclged lith dull rvliite; a ri'hite patch at the l;ase of the

primaries, fornring a bar on the rvir.rgs; edge of the carpus bright

vellow; tail, color of the back, tipped Iith rthite, rvanting uPon lhc

micldle, and largest upon the trvo or:ter feathers'

Adnlt linoL.-slightly Paler thxn tlre ntale, but othcrt'ise

resen-rbling it.

Lengtll 4.5o, wing 2.6o, tail l.9o' tarsus '7o, bill '51'

This pretty little Creeper is one of the urost abundant spccies

inhabiting the Bahamas. We {ound it uporl cvery island tl,at rve

visited. Its food seemed to consist o{ insects and the honey rvhich

t
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it extracts from the florvcrs. TIte stomachs of several specimens
ivhich I examined contained nothing but insects.

Regarcling the foocl of this bircl, Dr. Bryant states. ,,On my arrival
at Nassau thc lea{ of li{e (tr4rca crctzttla) rvas in full bloorn, and these

birds seemed to derive tl.reir rvhole snbsistence from the insects
founcl ir-r tl.re florvers, Thcse it dicl not pr.ocure by inserting its bill
into tl.re flon er, br:t by thrusting it through thc petals. After the
flolcrs hacl clisappealed, I sal them in large numbers about the
sour oran-.'es, devouring the juice and pulp of tlie fruit, and also

the snrall insects attlactcd there."

XIr. N. B. l'Ioore states, " Therc is rr.rr,rcl.r delicious nectar rvithin
the florver of this pJant (l/crca trtnota), o{ rvhich the Certliola is yerr

fond, ancl rvhich it has learned to obtain by thrLrstir.rg its bill through

thc petals. I have speut rnucl.r time in e.raruining tl.rese florvers,

ancl never", but in one instancc, ar.rcl that of a lr.ralformcd one, dicl I

fincl an inscct in tlte nectary until it hacl been penetrated by thc bill
of the bircl. Aftel an. oper.ring had been n.rade by him, verv small

black ants and very srnall l,ingcd insects may be founcl therein."

The period of incubation con.lrrcnces duling the. latter part

of Nlarch.

't

t,
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FAM. HIRUNDINIDA.
I

SWA LLO W S.

I{IR U^:D O H()IiIl L OR UV. Barto?,

BARN S'wALLo1v.

At*tlt llfa/e.- Above, lustrotts ]rlue; uucler parts, Pale chcstnut;

forel.read and throat much clarliet'; breast shos'ing an iurpcrfect blue

bancl; tail {orkecl, all but the trvo ccntral {eathers shol'ing rvhite on

tl.re inner rveb. Fernale sirr.rilar

Lengtl-r 6.8o, rving 4.9o, tail 4.45.

Dr. Bryant states, in his " Aclclitions to a List o{ Bir cls seen at

tl.re Bahalnas," " Accorcling to llr. Sargcrrt, a verv large flock of

these birds visited the island (lnagua) some )errs sirrce, ancl rernxined

serreral days. He had nevcr secn tlrc Baharrla Srrallou, there." I
have included the preser.rt species on this authority, but soniethir.rg

more definite should be learned concerniug it before it can hoid a

place in the arifauna of the Bahan,as.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. I. pl. 48.

-
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EIRUNDO CY.4NEOVIRIDIS. (Btyazt.)

BAUAMA SwALLow.

Adult ll'Iale.-Above, velvot green, shading into steel-blue, rvith

purplc reflections upon the rump and uings; a black stripe from the

nostrils to the eye; under parts, purc s'hite; tail forked, the inner

s,cl.:s of tire outer featl.rers edged rvitl-r dull rvhite'

Arlult Funale. - Resentbles the malc, but the plumage mnch

dullcr, and shorving traccs of dusky; bill and fect black.

Length 6.4o, rving 4.+o, tail 3.ro, tarsus .4:, bill .t5.

The beauti{ui little Bahama Srvallorv sccrlls to be rcstricted to tlic

Bahama Islanrl,.. A ferv rverc secll ol1 Anclros Island ir-r Jar.ruary'

but thcy rvere flying high, ancl rvc wcrc r'tr.ral:lc to shoot thcm'

f)urir.rg tlic month of Junc they bccatne vcly al;nndatlt in the neigh-

borhoocl of Nassau, ancl i rvas enablccl to pI'oclJre I fine serics of speci'

l'ncns. In their habits thcy clo not sccm to cliffer f rotn our colTrmon

specics (Z bicolor), except perhaps that thcy arc uot as quick in their

rrovcrnetlts. Thcir food seems to be cntirely insectivorous'

Dr. Br1'ant says, regarcling this spccics, " In tlie style of its color-

ing, it resembles more nearly H' t/raldssilttt than any other species'

I have uo cloubt that it l.ras been confoundcd lly European natural-

ists ivith H. bicolot', thor:gh its rcscttlblance to this spccies is Yerl'

slight. I sarv them during the lvl.role o{ my stay at Nassau' but only

I

I

I

,.
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or.r the first mile of the road leading to the rvcst of the islancl. They
rlere so abundant tliere that thirty or forty could be sccn at ahrost
all tinres." He also sa1s, ,, 'fhey gcnerally follou,ecl tlrc roacl ul; and
doil,n, seldom flving high, but skinrnring along near the grcruncl.
I did not succeed in finding their nests, and could not ascertain
rvhether they bred on the islar.rd or riot. I killcd no spccintens after
the zSth of April. Up to this clatc, thc genital organs e.rhibited no
appcarance of excitenrc,t. 'rhc st.rnachs of thosc clisscctccl co.-
tairred almost cntirel,r. sr.,all t{ty'lcrots i.sccts, s<.r,tc ,f thc.r cxtre,relv
minute."

Tl C|{ 1'C r.\.1.: Tt Bico1,oR. (t.i.i/.)

WUITE-BELLIED S\t,.\LLo\..

Aduh Mo/e. - Above, Iustrous slatl-6hrc; undcr parts, pr:re
t hite, Female much duller in plunrage.

Length 6, rving 5, tail 2.4o.

I have included this Su.allorv on the authority of IIr. L. J. Ii.
Brace, of Nassau, l.ho says, ,, I)uring the stormy rvcather of Dec.
r and z of last year, a numbcr of thcsc bircrs werc to, bc seen
flying about. On the rst, I sal,onl1, three, but on the :d a great
many, which flew very lol, close to thc grouncl ; tr.o flcrr insicle the
house, and clung for a ferv minutcs to thc eclge of a shelf, but before
they could be secured, fleu, out again. On the 4th, the rvcathcr
moderating, not one was to be seen.,,

a

I
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It is excecdingly unfortunate that a specinten rvas not kiiled, as

the resemblancc, even at a short distance, of the Baharna Srvallow to
the present species is so close as to render idcntification difficuli,
and the capture of a specimen would have removed all doubt of
its identity.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. I. pI. a6.

IIII

-

II
L

T
I

-

BIRDS OF THE BAIJAT{A ISLANDS.



8: BIRDS OF TIIE BAHA\IA ISLANDS.

VIREOS.

VIREO ALTILOQUU,S IUR. RlRB,4 TULUS. (I,-ieil.) (Cab.l

BLACK-wtilsKERED VIREo.

Afult Mole. - Crorvn, slaty.gray ; upper parts, olive-green ; a

dull rvhite supelciliary iir.rc, ancl a clusky stripe through the eye;

a narrow brorvr.rish n.raxillary lir.rc orr the sides oi the chin; sides,

olive; under parts, rvhite; crissum, yellorv; iris, red.

Length 5.8o, rving 3, tail 2.4o, tarsus .66, bill .5z.

N{v first specimen of the Vireo tvas talien N'Iay r r, but it prob.

ably alrives in the Baharnas somenhat earlier. Dr. Bryant states

that I.re found it very abundant, arriving about the tst of X{ay.

" Tl.re note of this bird did not appear to me to resemble the

syllables l{4ip-tont-Lelly mole than any othcrs, although this nrisht
be introduced as part of thc note, pronouncing the first syllaltie very

distinctly, ancl terminating rvith an additional note longer than any;
tbus, Whip-tont-kelly phcuu, ancl {iecluently still anothcr long note.,,

I ani unablc to state anything, from personal observation, rcgardiug
its breeding habits.

FAM. VIREONIDIE.
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VIREO FI-A I/IFRONS. licil.

YELLow-tIIRoATED vtREo.

Atlult ll[a/e. - Abovc, olive-green; a supcrciliary line and a ring

around the eye, yellow; tlrroat and breast, yellow;belly and crissum,

rvl.rite ; r,vings, olive-gray, rvith trvo white bands ; tail-feathers edgecl

with rvhite; bill and legs, bluish.

Length 5.75, rving 2.9o, tail z.zo.

I have never met with this species in the Bahamas, but have

included it on the authority of X{r. N. B. Moore, rvho states that he

saw two birds of this species ieeding upon the berries of the gumbo-

limbo-tree, in company with V. crassirostris.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. IV. pl. 233.

LANIVIREO CRASSIRO"9TIIIS. (Br1attt.)

ColrrroN VrREo.

I.4littu Phunage, il[alc.-Above, yellorvish olive, a str:ea]< of

yellos, frot.t.t tire r.rostril encircling the e1'e; under parts, yellorvish;

rvings and tail, brorvr.r, the feathers ed$ed rvith greenish, the former

shoriing trr o rvlrite bands.

Length 5, rving 2.4o, tail r.9o, tarsus '84. bill .+o'
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This little Vireo is vcry abr"rnclant throughout the islands. I
found it especially comrnon in the neigl.rborhood of Nassau. Dr.

Br1,an1 .on.'O.rccl it clrite rare, as he says, " This species of Virco

is, I think, undcscribcd. It is r.rot a conmrorl bircl; thlee specintens

rvere all I obtaincd. When fir'st seen, I mistook it for the \\rhite-

eyecl Vireo. I noticed notl.ring rer.narkable in its habits. All tlie
specirnens procured rvere activcly er-rgaged in hunting insccts in

small trccs in tl.re r.niclst of a clearing, about three nriles {rom the

city, on the road lcading to the south sicle of the island. The first

specin'rel u.as procurecl in X,Iarch, the other trvo, a pair, in llay."
It is a r:csident, ancl breeds in June; but I rvas ur.rable to fir.rd

the nest, although cluring the latter part o[ the nrontli I o]:servecl

several bircls rvhich cvidentll, had loung. The stor.naclrs of several

specinrens rvhich I dissected containecl thc renrains of berr-ies and

insects.

I

I
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LO,\.{GILLA r'IAI-A CEA. (Lhn.)

PURpLE GRosBE,lK,

Locll N.rl c, - Spanisli Paroquet.

ll/inler Plumage,,4[alz.-Entire plumage black, showing a

slight brorvnish {nge upon the quills, throat, crissum, and a crescent

over the eye, reddish brorvn; bill and legs, black.

ll/iultr ?ltntogt, F,rtttlt. - Ultper parts, grar', rrith a tinge of

olivc-grccn upon the back; belol'. ash, lightest upon the belly, shol"
ing a tingepof olive upon the breast and sides; quills rvith fine

edgings of dull ri hite; crissr-u.rr, a cresccnt over the eye, ar.rd mark.

ings r:pon thc cl.rin, pale redclish bros'n, r'nuch lighter than in the

male ; uncler mandible pale. L.r.rr.nature birds resemble the female.'

Length 6, rving 3, tail 2.85, tarsus, .8o, bill .5o.

'l'l.rc i)ur'plc Crosbcak, or Spanish Paroquet as it is called by the

ncgrocs! is abLurclant throuqJrout the Baharr,a Islands. Upon evcry

islancl of any size rvhich rve visitecl, tl.re thick unclcrgrorvth resounclcd

I
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\rith its pcculiar notes. It is very retiring in its habits, rarely

being seen in the open. The inhabitants claim that it destroys

grcat cluantities of fruit, but I cannot anstt'er for the truth of this

statcment, as the stomachs of all tl.rose dissectcd by me contained

only insects and berlies, and I have never seen it eating fruit of

any kind.

As I nevcr hacl the good fortune of fincling tl.re nest of tlris

s1:ecies, I quote from N[i. Gosse, rvho says, " One of t)rose gigantic

and hoary cotton-trees, rvhich are the pricle of a Jamaica forest, or

some other tlee eclually tall, is usually selected by this Bullfinch for

its abocle. At the extremity of an inrnrense horizontal limb, it btrilds

a nest of rude matcrials. as largc as a hal{$ushel lneasurc, the opcn-

ing bcing near tbc l:otton.r. I have scen the bird enter this nron-

stror.rs structure, but have hacl no opporttrnitl of ciamining it. Dr.

Rol;inson obsen'cs tlrat 'tl.re Black Bullfinch builds a nest as big as

a lllackl:ircl's cage, ancl, by the :rrt{ul contrila:rce of this little lolatile,

the rvllolc l.ras thc simple appearance of a heap of trash, flung on

so:ne bough of a trce, as it rvere, by accident, so that nobodl' nt>trld

suppose it to be anl,thing else.' And in another Passage, he rcco::cls

having found the ncst at Negril, or.r the z:d of April, I 76 I , at the

surnmit of a cabbage-palm, eight1.611g feet high, rvhich he causccl to

be felled. ' Among the spadices of this tree rvas fixecl, horv, I can-

not tell, the nest of tl-re Illack Bullfinch, made up of variorts r-nattcr,

viz., old cane-trash fibres, silk-cotton, some dry leaves, ancl at the

bottom many tendrils of climbing sl.rrubs, and a very small specics of

epitlcndrum, or green wyth, common in this parish. In it I found

I
I
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one egg about an inch long, in color like that of a common Duck,

that is, of a sullied rvhite."'

I have followed the older authors in calling this bird the Purple

Grosbeak, but I do not think tl.re name a good one, as I have never

see! a specimen rvhich sho',ved the least signs of purple, although

several in my collection have a {aint greenish tinge on the back.

Tl-ris is the Coccot/traustes larpurea of Catesby.

LOXIGILLA NOCTIS. (Ltrrrr.)

BLACK GRoSBEAK.

Locnl Name.- Black Charles.

Airll J{t/a. - General plumage, black ; a narrol superciliary

stripe, cl.rinlatch (reachirg the sides of the tl-rroat), and crissum,

brorvnish red; bill and legs, black.

Adull Fim e.- Resenrbling the female L. uiolacea, some$'hat

smaller. Immature llirds o{ten shorv much gray.

l-ength 5.z5, rving 2.75, tail z.zo, tarsus .6o, bill '4o.

The present species rvas cluite cotlmon in Inagua during the

rnonlhs o{ }lay and June, but rvhether it is a resident, or simpJy a

sumn)er visitant froin sotle of the more southern islands, I am

r:r.ra1-r1c to sa1,. Its habits, as far as I rvas able to observe, appearcd

to be tl.re same as tl-rose of L. uiolacea, to rvhich it is very closcly

allied.

I
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PASSDRCULUS'. SA I-.4 -\-,\'4. (Lt/its.)

SAvANNA STARRo-iv.

A&tlt ll,fa le . - Gcncral pllrmage streaked with blackish and bay ;

belorv, buff, streaked rvith dusly and brorvn; edge of tl.re rings and

superciliary line, yellor,vish.

Length 5.3c, rvir.rg 2.6o, tail z.zo.

I include this spccics pror,isionalll', never having taken it in the

Bahamas. Onc Sunday aftelnooii in J:rnuar,v, u.hile l all:ing thror.rgh

a ficld at Long Bay I(et', r\ndros island, I observed a nurnbcr of

snrall Spar-r'orvs flitting about in tJ.re grass. Unfortunatell,, I ltad no

gun, but approaching them as near as they rvould allorv, I rlade

tl.rern out to be P. soua ud. I never mct x'ith it afterl'arcls, l:ut
there is no reasorr rvhy it should not visit these islands, as it has

been recorded fronr Cuba.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., \rol. III. pl. 16o.

PASSER DOIIES?ICUS. Litn.

ENGLTSH SpARRow.

Adult il[ale . - Above, gravisl.r brorvn ; npper part of thc back

streakcd riith black, tarvny, and rufous; a patch of chestnut on the

sidc of the lleacl; cheeks and side of the throat, dull rvhitc; crorvn,

!
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gral'; throat and upper part of thc l:reast, black, some of tl.re lorver

feathels edged r'vith gray; below, brorynish rvhite; iving-covcrts, chest-

nut and black, crosscd and tipped u-ith dull rvhitc, fonning trvo iving-

bancls; tail, broivn; bill, black.

.4drlt .Fenn/e.- Colors of the male, replaced by Jight and dark

brorvn; olive-brown on the heacl; uncler parts, brolnish rvl.rite;

s ing-Larrds irrdisti rrct.

Lcngth 5 ro, rving 2.34, tail 2.36, tar:sus .68, bill .36.

Mr. L. J. K. Brace states tl.rat the English Sparrow has been

introduced into the Bahamas nithin the last few years, and I was

told by several gentlemen that it still exists there; but during my
a

different visits to the islands I have never met with it.

CYAA-OSPIZA CIRIS. (Lian)

NoN?AREIL.

Adult ,4[a/e.- Head, blue ; bacli, green ; r'ump, brovnish red ;

undcr parts, red, becoming pale on thc belly; tail, reddish brorvn;

upper manclible, black; lorver mandible, pale.

Adult Fenmle.- Abovc, green, shorving slight golden reflections

on the back; uncler parts, pale ycllorv, grecnish on tl're breast;

slightly smaller tl.rar.r tl.re ma1e.

Length 4.8o, rving 2.6o, tail z, tarsus .8o, bill .4o.

t2
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Mr. N. B. Moore includes this species in his list, stating that he

sarv a male in splendid dress on February 9. It may occasionallv

visit the islands, but cannot be considcred as a regular visitant.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A.. Vol. III. pl. 169.

C LA TYOSPIZA C YA A|EA. (L.,trr.)

IriDrco BrRD.

Adull ll,fale. - General color, blue, decp on the croln and

throat; rvir.rg brorvn, and tail brorvn, touched rvith blue; bill, dark

brorvn-
1

Adrub Funale. - Gcneral pir,rmage, reddish brorvn; paler and

somcrvhat mottlecl belori,, bccoming rvhitish on the belly.

Length 4.6o, rving 2.6o, tail z.ro, tarsus.65, bill .37.

Mr. N. B. nloore states tLat rr hilc at Nassau he sas' a malc

November r, and a " fcnrale, or ) or.tllg male, Novcr.nber r and Nor.em-

bcr r 3.'k I l-rave givcn it a place among the birds of tl.re Bahamas

upon lris au thor;t)'.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. III. pl. r7o.

I
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Winln' Phmttge, tlfalc.- Above, o1ir,.e-green, shacling into black

on the clo\1.n; chccks and uncler parts totally black' in the adult, and

ranging frorl this to a black throat aucl greenish l.hite bclly in ir.nma-

ture birds; rvings and tail, color of the back; upper mandible. dark;

1ol'er niandible, pale.

Winler Pluntage, Fttnale.- Above, olive-green. Iighter than the

male; under parts, ashy, with a sliqht tinge of olive; otherrvise, Iike

the r.r.rale.

Length 4.3o, rving 2.o5, tail r.85, tarsus .7o, bill .37.

This littlc Finch is abundant everys'here, ar.rd is very donrestic in

its habits. It seens to prefer living near the habitation of man, as it
becorlcs {ar less common in uninhabitccl clistr icts. T1.re r.r.rales differ

greatly in plurrage, some of ther-n l.raving the entire under: parts

biack, rvhile others have sirnply a black throat. I think the former

represents the full plumage of an aclult bird. Their note is a short,

sl.rarp " chip," uttcrcd rvl.rile pelched or fluttering arnong the btrshes.

Its {oocl consists of insects, berrics, and o{ten fruit of varions Linds.

Tiris is tlre Passeratlus ltirolor la/tametszs of Catesby.

[.

T

, PITOATIPARA BICOLOR. (Litut.)

BLnCK-FACED FINCH.

Local Names. - Paroquet and Banana Bird.

"t--.-
4
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-s? L\rD:l LI.S ZE.\"1. (Littt)

B.1H,I\rA FTNCH.

Ll/itth'r Phnosr, -lfale.-Above, black; rurnp ancl a broad band

over the napc frolrr siclc of the neck, rufotls bros'n, shacling into at.t

oralrge tinge; a supercilialy stripe, ancl a stripc on the siclcs of thc

throat fron lorvcr nrandible ancl cl.rin, rvl.rite ; checlis, black; throat,

black, shacling into bron,n upon the breast, s,ith a yellou. stlipe

passing fron the chin ncarJy to the l;r'os-n of the breast; brcast,

deep yellorv, shading into brorvn as it neat's the throat; belli', rvhite,

rvith an olive tint upon the flanks; lings ancl tail b1ack, eclgccl rvith

l,liite; the terlials, covcrts, ancl base of prirnalies heavily marked

rvith rvl.rite; bill, black uncler mar.rclible, bluish ; legs, black. .

L[ziater Plunoge, Fetnale! - Above, olir.c-grcen; belou', pa1er,

shacling into l.hitc on the belly; the side,s arrd flantrrs, pale olive-

grcen; the stripc ovcr the e1'e but faintl1, ir16lig11gal, and of an ashy

color; rvings ancl txil, clar-k brol.n, lr-ith an olivc tinge on the

feathers, shorving markings of clull rvhite as in the r.nale, l;Lrt rluch

narro\Ycr.

Length 5.95, u,ing 3, tail 2.5o, tarsus .8o, biil .5o.

This beautifLrl species is a r.esident of thc Bahar.uas. \\.c found

it r.nost abunclant on the is'lancl of Nerv Pror,iclencc, u,hcre it is onc
of tl.re first birds that attracts tlte Yi,sitor's attention on account of its

a
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brilliant coloration. Dr. Bryant states that its food consists almost

entilely of smal1 berries, and, according to my observation, this state'

ment is correct; but they also cat mauy spccies of insects, and

sorretines fruits. Although very abundant near Nassau, on the

island of Nerv Providence, they arc rather uncommon at Long

Island, ancl or.rly a singlc spccit.ueu rvas seen at Inagua. Cosse

founcl this species near Spar-rish 'fou,n, falnaica, rvhere lic ciaims

it rvas not coml'non. I-Ie gives an interestir.rg account of a l:ird of

tl.ris species rvhich he plocr-rred alive. He says: -
" I carried hiur l.ron're in my hanclkercl.ricf , and put l.rim into a

largc cage, l,here he soon bccaue cluite a favorite. From the lery

first, he rvas.fcarless and lively, {ound the use of the perches itrme-

diatcly, ar.rcl clicl uot flutter or beat hiI.r-rself against tl.re sides, though

pcrsons stoocl close to tlle cage. This s'a$ lerge enough to allorv a

short flight, aucl as there rvcre scveral perches insertecl at variot'ts

hcights ancl clistanccs into the sicles, he spcnt a grcat c1ea1 of his

tir-tleinleapirrgfronlonetotheother,seenirrgtoer-rjoyitt-t-tt.tclr.
Sceing this, i put in onc ol ttto tllole, n'hich \\'erc no sooner ready

than he tooli notice of thenr; car'rtiously, at first, as if doubtful

s-hether they cor-rlcl bcar him. Soon, ho['ever', he velrttlred bolclly'

ancl then tooli thctr-r regularly in his coursc' He alrvays slept on

the highest pcr:ch, rvitl.r his hcad behind his rr'ing' He t'as in fu11

plr-rn.rage, ar.rcl his gay brcast antl thc finc contrasts of his striped

hcacl ancl rvings shouccl him off to advantage' I hnerv nothing that

he rvoulcl eat, saYe the belrics of the bully-tree, nonc of rvl.rich grerv

r,vithin a consiclerable distance. I fir'st tried him'with a ferv insects
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and small earth\\.orms, but he took no r.rotice of thcsc; then I gath-

ered a ferv bunches of fiddlevood berrics, rvhich l had r.ro sooner

stnck into his cage than I rvas pleased to see hint hop tolards then.r

and pick off the ripe ones l'ith rnuch relish ancl discrimination. I
rr'as informed, in a rvild state, he sometimes eats tl.re sour-sop. As
I had none of this iruit at hancl, I gave l-rirn pieces of a ripe custard-

apple and of a guava. He imr.r.rccliately begar.r to eat of each, piuck-
ins off portions of the pLr[, and also taking rip thc flesh1.ovarie of
rvhicl.r the forntcr is composecl, *-hich he chel'ed s.itl.r his beak titl
the ilrclosecl seecl rvas pressecl out.

" But all these rvere forsaken so soon as I presented to hirn bunches

of ripe pin-rento, 
.}:lack 

and srveet. Tl.rese he pickcd off greedily,
nasticating cacl.r in tlic beak, until thc seecls, r,hiclt I suppose rvere

too hotly arornatic {or his taste, fell out. It tas amusing to sec thc
persevcring efforts 1.re rnade to obtain those berries rihich lrappencd
to be a little beyond his reacl.r He ri,oulcl jur.np frorr pcrch to pcrcl.r
irnpatientll,, gazing l ith outstrctchecl neck at tl.re tempting {ruit, then
jurlp and look again; thcn rcach forrrarcl to ther.n, until ir.r the
encleavor, he rrould overJralance hir.nself, ancl perforn an involun-
tary somerset. Nothing clauntecl, horr.evcr, he pcrsevcr ecl until he
vcnturcd to do that he hacl bccn scr,eral tiurcs or.r tiptoc to c1o, leap
o. tl.re bunch itself ; and this he contir.*recl to clo, tl.ro.gl.r *,ith
some failurcs, holding on in a scrar.nblir.rg \\.ay, no\\: by a leaf, norv
by the bcrries themseh,es, until he had riflecl the bunch of the ripest.
After I had kept him about a rveeL, clurir.rg rvhich his livcliness ancl
good ter.nper had rnuch attachecl hiu to :le, though he macle not
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the slightest effort at song, I took llim out to cleanse the fcathers

of his breast frot.n the driecl bloocl that had florvcd frour his rvonncl.

I gcntly mbbed ther.r.r rvith a soft, rvct sponge, but rvhether he took

colcl, or ll.rether I irritated the rvound, I knorv not; but on bcing

returned to the cagc, he ir.rstar.rtly bcgan to brcathe asthn.ratically

rvith open bcak, appaterltly rvith pain, intcrrupted norv and then by

6ts of coughing, rvl.ric'h cor.rtinued all night, and on the ncxt tlrorning

he dicd. Or-r clisscctior.r, I coulcl not find that the shot had pene-

trated thc chest, but they s,erc imbeclcled in the muscles of the fore-

aLr.n, and hacl brokcn the scapula.

" A nest, reirortcd to be of the Cashet' Bircl, rvas brought to

me on the rSth of June, taken {rotn a pinlento-tree. It rl'as a

tl.rick, circular mat, slightiy concave, of a loose but so{t textttre,

principally cotrposed o{ cotton, deca,vecl leavcs, epidennis of n'eeds,

slenclcr stalks, ar.rd tendrils of passiou-flou-er, interminglccl, but

scarcely intelrvovcn. I think it probable that this had lleen sus'

tainecl by a firmcr fraues'ork; and that the person rvho took it

mercly tore out the soft lining as a becl on rvl.rich the eggs miglit

be carried. The child rvho l:r'ought it could gir,'e rlo accouut of

this' TIle cggs werc t\ro, long'oval' taper at the surallel end;

r11,; ir.rch by r.rcar-I1' ,!u; rvl.ritc, sparingly clashcd rvith irregular,

clusky spots in a rncle ring arouucl the larger encl. The embryo

rvas at this time {orrncd."

The Bal.raura Finch is knorvn to the inhabitants by thc name of

Banana Bircl, ancl thclt scem to apply this nat.ne indiscriminatelf i6

all the smaller fruit-eatir-rg bircls t'ith rvhich thcy happelr to be unac-

BIITDS OF TIIE DAHA}fA ISLANDS.'
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qdainted. I was in{ormed by a wise old negro that this species was

the true Paroquet, and that the " little fe11er," as he designated the

Black-faced Fincl.r, was the Banana Bird. Upon my shorving hirn a

female specimen, he appeared slightly puzzled, but after a moment's

reflection said it was a Banana Bird, " but of another kind." On one

occasion I met a negro rvho recognized it by the name of Cashew

or Casha, a name given it by the inhabitants of Jamaica.
This is the ]+;?tgilk lahametzsis of Catesliy.
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FAM. ICTERID,€.

STARLINGS.

97

DOLrcEoh. yx oR yzr ;.oR us, (Li,,,,:.)

BoBoLr-*K.

Adult ll,fale. _ General plumage, black; patch on the base ofthe skull, buff; scapulars, rump, and upper tailcoverts, rvhite; primaries edged with yellorvish; tail feathcrs very acute,
Fa// Pl nnge, lfale and nna/e. _Above, 

),ellorvish brorvn,streaked rvith black or clark brorvn; under parts,'yellorvish.
Length 6.5o, l,ing 3.6o, tail 2.55, tarsus.95.

I have never nret l.ith thc Bobolink in the Baharr:as, but includeit on Dr. Brl.ant's ar.rtltority, l.ho sa1.s: ,,On the evening of the6th of NIay, tolards sunset, I sarv a number of flocks of birds flyingto the rvests.ard, and counted nine in all. Tl.ris rvas on Friday.Tle next day trre cou,try u as fiired rvith Rice Bircrs, as thev arecailed tl.rere, and boys anrl me, in large nrn,b.r. ;;;;;a;r";;
shoot them. I examined
mares in ru, prumage. .u;,::lJJ'h:i.'1,:;i'.:1,,::_:r;:rJ;:
during this clay and Sunclay. On llonrlay, among tl.rose shot, rveremany fcmales. On Tr.resday oniy a fov ,"e.e to be seen, and onWednesday thcy had entirely disappeared.,,

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. IV. pl. zrr.
I3
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AGELEUS PH@NICEUS' ltieil

RED_\YIIiGED BLACKBIRD'

Aduh Mate. - General plumage,. black ; lesser rving-coverts'

brisht scarlet, brpadly edge{ rvith yellorvish rvhite; bili and feet'

black.

,4ittlt Futtalt.- Abovr:' brorvnish' the {eatliers edgcd rvith dull

rufous or tarvny; under parts' dull ivlrite' strcakcd rvith brorvn;

throat and superci'liary linc, tas'ny' (Froln specimen tiken in the

United States.)

Female specimcns of '4' a'ssittti/is' ftom Cuba' rvhich l consider

to be simply a sr.nall southern laricty o{ the Plcsent spccies' are

dull black.

Length 8.75, rving 4'4o, tail 3'9o' tarsus r'2o' bill '8o'

The Red-'rl inged Blackbircl is a rathcr common rvinter visitar.rt'

and, ferlaps a resident, as I liave takert specitrlens as late as I\Iay

2r-, We {ound it cltlite abunclant arouncl the ponds near Harvk's

Nest, Andros Island' Nothing peculiar rvas observed regarding

its habits. Its food consists mainll' of vari<-rus kirlds of insects and

larve, of which it destroys great ntu.nbers' It also eats fruit and

berries.

Fig. Aud. Bds, N. A., Vol' IV' Pl' z16'

I
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FAM. TYRANNIDA

FLYCATCHERS.

TyRANNUS CAUD |,1ISCIATUS. (d'Orb.)

I have never met with this specics in the Bahatllas, but include

it provisionally on the authority of Dr. Blyant, who stxtes that he

procurecl a single specinren at Nassau, N. P., during his secor.rd

visit to tl.re islar.rcls.

T|'RA N1,-t/S GRI.SEUS. lleil.

GRAY FLICATCHEB"

Adt/t Lfak. - Above, grayish ash, darkest on the iread; a

clull black patcb behind the eye; under parts, rvhitish; ashy on the

TYRANNUS ttAGiUROSTRIS. dlOrb

CREAT-BILLED FLYCATCHER.

The present species mav be easily identified by its broad bill

and large size, being uruch larger than any otl-rer species of this

fanrily {ound in the Bahanas' I have never met rvith it, and include

it simply on the authority o{ Dr' Br1'ant, rvl.ro states that l.re pro'

cured a single specirnen at Inagua.

a
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sidcs of the breast; \yings, brorn; sccondaries and co\,erts edged

u'ith dull rvl-rite; under rving-coverts, pale .yello$'; tail, bros,n ;

fcathers {aintly tipped and edged rvith duil rvliite; upper tail-coverts

edged with pale rufous.

Length 8.5o, \,ving 4.75, tail 3.75, tarsus .48, bill r, broad and

stor-rt.

This Flycatcher is an abundant summer visitant, and perhaps a

re-sident. After XIav r 5, rve founcl it cornmon on all the islands

soutl.r of New Providence. Ner,cr having found its nest, I am

unable to state anything regarding its breeding habits. Its food

consists principally of it.rsccts of different species, rr,hicl.r it pursues

and catches rvith great dexter ity.

,IIIARCHUS STOLIDUS fAR. I.E LTCA.I:SIEA.SIS. (Go!se.) Bttttrtt.

RuFous-TATLED FL.!'cATcHER.

tr{/itzler Plumagc, Male .- Above, brorvnish olive, becor.r-ring darker
upon the l.read, and sltading into rufous on the rump; unclcr parts,
ashy rvhite, shacling into yellorvish upon the abclomen and crissum;
'ivings, dark bronr, the coverts tipped ancl edgccl s.ith chtll ri,hite,
fornring trvo rving$ands; tl.re basal half o{ the outer rvebs of the
primaries, except tl.re first tu,o, eclecd rvith rufous, sor.ue of the sec_

ondaries edged rvith white; uncler ri.ing-coverts, pale yellot,ish rvhite;
tail, dark brown, the feathers bordcred rvith rufous upon the inner

)r
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webs, very faintly upon the tq,o ccntral ones; legs and bill, black.

BIRDS OF TIIE BAIIATTA ISI-ANDS.

One specimen shorved the base of the mandible
similar to the male.

IOI

pale. Female

Length 6.15, wing 2.25, tail 3.35, tarsus .9q bill .7o.

The present species is a resident, but is by no means as abun_
dant as some others of its family. Although I have included it as a
variety, I am inclined to think that it should be regarded as a dis.
tinct species, it being larger, and differing clearly in coloration from
M, stolidus of Jamaica. Its food consists principally of iirsects.

a
CONTOP US B A HA,ttENSrS. (Bryant.)

LEAsr BAEAuA f'LycATcHER,

Wiuter Plunmge, l.[alc. 
- Above, brolnish olive, becoming

darker upon the crorvn; a nearly completc circle of ivhite arouncl
the eye, broken above; lores, ashy; bclorv, pale yellorv, rvith a faint
tinge of olive; u,ings, dark brou'n; under covcrts, palc orange.yel_
lorv; coverts, secondaries, and tcrtiarics, brou-nish rvhite, the coverts
forn.ring trvo indistinct bancls upon the rving; tail, dark brown,
lighter on the outer feathers; Icgs and uppcr mandible, black;
lower rr.randible, pale, becoming darker at tip, One specimen taken
had the yellorv o{ the brcast much brighter and deeper, the crissum
much brighter, the olive nrarkings hcavicr, and the under wing-
coverts linlish. Fen.rale resernbles the male.

f

-

Length 5.35, wing 2.8o, tail 2.6o. tarsus .58, bill .6o.
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This little Flycatcher is ir resident, and quite abundant in some

localities. One morning I observed a bird of this species perched

upon a small dead branch. .Concealing myself, I watched him, and

observed him suddenly dart into tire air in Pursuit of a small insect,

which he captured, and returned, at once to his post of observation.

This act was repeated again and again, he always returning to the

same branch. The stomachs of all the specimens rvhich I examined

contained nothing but the remains of small insects. This species

is rarely to'be found in collections, and is almost unknorvn to natu-

ralists. The curiously colored specirnen mentioned in the descrip'

tion differed'from the others which I procured, but not sufficiently,

in my opinion, to characterize it as a separate species, as birds of

the same species, belonging to this fantily, often vary in coloration.

Pl'fAt|G US BAllA,VE.\-S/S. B1,a t.

BAHAlrA KrNcBIED.

Loral Nonze.- Fighter.

Winler Phrmagt, illalt.- Abovc, gray, n'ith a tinge of olive on

the back; top of the head, including the eye, dark slatc-color, con'

cealing a patch of bright orangc-yellorv ulton the crorr n ; ttncler patts

ashy rvhite, shading into an olive tinge ttpon the llanks, utd pttle

yellow t$on t/te abdon*tt an.i trisstn; rvings, clarli brou'n, cclged

s,ith yellorvish rvhite, the coverts l'ith palc bros'u; r:ndcr rving'

coverts, pale yellorv; tail, dark bt'orvn; outer u'ebs of first trvo and
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tips of the rest, brownish white; upper tail-coverts edged_ with

rufous; bill and feet, black. Female similar to male.

Length 8.ro, wing 4.2o, tail 3.5o, tarsus .8o, bill .96.

The Fighter, as it is called by the inhabitants, is a constant

resident in these islands, and is very abundant. Its habits resemble

tlrose of our common Kingbird (Tyrauzas carolinen.sis). Dr. Bryant

considered this'Flycatchcr a constant resident, and found it equally

abundant in spring and rvinter. He also says, " Its flight is both

powerful and rapid, and it frequently srvoops from its perch like a

Hawk on some object on the ground. I took from tlle stomach oI

one an Anolis six inches in length."

During the sumner it was much less common than in winter.

Whether it migrates elsewhere, or remains concealed in the thick

underbrush during the. warm weather, I was unable to determine.

I
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FAM. CAPRIMULGIDA.

GOATSUCKERS.

ANTROSTOMUS cA ROLINENSIS. (Ga,l

CHUcK-wILLs-lvIDow.

Loral Na4ne. - Death Bird.

Witter Plumaga, lltala. - Lateral filanrents to the bristles of
the' mouth ; general color, pale mfous, nottlccl rvith redclish brorvn ;
cro$,n streaked rvith black, fcathcrs.of thc throat paler and having
the appearance of a brosnish bar; terntinal tivo thircls of the tail_
feathers, xith the cxccption of the four ccntral oncs, rufous_t.hite;
outer rvebs mottled to the ti1:s; qLrills ntottlccl and barred s.ith red-
dish brorvn; females shorvir:g much ntore dull l.hitc r.rpon thc tail.

Length rr.5o, ling 8.25, tail 5.5o, tarsus .64, bill .5o, uppcr
mandible along the edge t.go.

This rare and interesting species is found dLrring the rvintcr on
mar.ry of the islands. IIy first s1:ecirncn rvas procured at Long
Ilay I(ey, Andros Island, on the r.lth of January. It cannot be
considered at all comuron, and it is rarely seen on account of its
nocturnal habits. It reniains concealed cluring the daytirne, only

I
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issuing frorn its hiding-plac'es rvhen night l.ras set in; tl.ren, and not
until then, docs it go in quest of its food, ivhicl.r consists mainll, 6f
insects. It has a peculiar cry, resembling the syllablcs, .,chr.rck-

rvills+vidos,," from u.hici it has received its nahre. It is probable
that soure birds remain in the Baharnas throughout the 1,e11, o. 11.,.,

arc merely suml.ner r.nigrants to the Uuited States.

While at lnagua, I ivas cbnstantly told of a strange ancl fright-
ful bird, that occasionally \1,as to be seen in the totvn. Tlre ncgroes
stated that it ncver appcarecl r,rntil night, and that wherever it rvas

sccrl, a pcmon in that vicinitl' rvould suddcnly die, rvithin a short
tirnc of its appcarance. A vcssel rvas anchorcd neir us at the

time, rvhose crclv \l:ere dying.of yellorv fcver. The matc had died
on shore a fcrv days bcforc, ancl tl.re captain rvas then vcry ill. The
negroes checrfulll' announccd that be{ore the mate's death, and since

tlrat timc, a Dcath Bird had been seen every night in that vicin-
it)'. IIy curiositv being aroused, I procured a negro guide, and

arming myself rvitli a light sltot.gun, started for the spot rvhcre the
Dcath Bird hacl last been seen. It rvas a beairtiful night rvith
a fr.rll rnoolr, ancl I hacl gleat hopes of p,.sgurlrt a specimen, if ne
rverc lucky enough to see onc. On the rvay tny guide entertained
mc n'ith accounts of the doings of this interesting species. He
statcd that a fcrv months before, the bird had appeared to an olcl

man, rvhosc death occurred a ferv days a{terlvards; also, that if we

saw it, a death rvoulcl take place shortly after. I hastened to assure

hirr that the last statenrent rvas undoubtedly true, and that if we

sarv a Death Bird something would die shortly after, but in all
t4
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probability it rvould be the bird. From sotue reason, perhal;s

because the bird s'as not bloodthirsty that night' he did r.rot appear,

ancl so I rvas unable to deternrine its species. From the dcscr\ltions

of the bird that rvere given me, I beiieved it to be the preseut

species, and my belief rvas strengthened by the fact that the inhabit'

ants of Andros Island seened to knorv it by that name; but tl-re

natives o{ Inagua say that it perchcs itself on a tree soon a{ter dark,

and repeatedly utters a cry comtlencing loudly, then softly to itscll

before again utterir.rg its loud notc, thus : Coo ' ct-t - cu - cu ' cu ' cu -

Coo. Tlris note does not at all resemble the cry of A. Carolincnsis,

rvliile it does resemble very much that of the Nyctibius jaruaicensis,

as described by Gosse; and it is possible that the Inagua bird

nray be that specics.

CHORDEILES MIA'OR. Cab.

LlIrLE NrcHTuAwL

Local Arante. - Pira-mi-dink.

A,litlt ll[ale.-Above, rlark brorvn, variegatecl l'ith shite ar.rcl

tarvny; under parts, ta$'n\,, banded lith broun; throat, tawny,

becoming rvlritish on the breast; a rvhite line fron.r sidcs of the

throat to chin; first trvo primarics with a spot on the inner l'cb,
ancl tl.rc second and third with a band of rvhite; edge of corpus

rvhitc.

I
I

Length 7, wing 6.4o, tail 3.7o, bill .:8, tar:sus .44.

l-
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The Pira-mi-dink appears to be as abundant in the Bahama

Islands as our corrrmon species is rvith us. In their habits they

closely rcsernble each other, but tl.reir notes are very different.

About sunsct they arc to be seen flying srviftly about, in search of

insects, occasionally uttering the peculiar cry from rvhich they have

derivcd their local nan.re. At Inagua it rvas quitc conrmon, and I

rvas fortnnate enough to find it breeding. A single egg was

depositcd npon tlie sancl without any atternpt at a nest. Occa-

sionally, I have ol:servecl them in large flocks flying lorv over the

land, ancl rvhen together tl.rey are generally silent. None retnaiu

during the rvir.rter. This is the species rvl.ricl.r Dr. Bryant thought

to be C.hordcibs lofthrc, as he says: " They began to arrive abottt

the rst of NIay, and \rere numerous by the roth."
'fhe egg bears a close resemblance to tlrat of our common sPe'

cies (C. lofehte), br.rt has somervhat more of a purplish tingc, and

is smaller and paler.

a
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FAM. TROCHILIDIE

HUMMING-BiRDS.

DORJCHA E|TELYNE. (Boltre.)

BAHAMA WooDsrAR.

Local Namc. - Hummer.

Winter Phrntnge, Mttle. - Aboye, green, shorving slight goldcn

r:eflections on the back, r,ith the tips of the fcathers in sontc s1:cci

mens bhrish; head dalker; throat, beautifLrl purple-r,iolet, bclorv

shich is a band of rvhite; under. parts, green, nri-red riitli nrfous,

shacling into rvhitc on the flanks; crissnu.r, pale rufous.rvl.rite ;

rvings, brori'nish pLrrple; tail appearing black, r'e11, dar-k purple in
some lights; outer feathcrs rvith faint terntinal spot of nrfous, sccond

sith inner l'cb, and third rrith inner and basal half of outcr s'eb

cinnamon; bill and fcet, black.

I4/inter Plnnaagc, Ftnmle.- Purple gorget rvanting, ancl replaccd

by dull rvhite, rvith a slight tinge of rufous; upper 1:arts palcr than
ir.r thc n.rale; sides, cirtnarnon, beconting brightest uncler thc l,ings;
central feathers of the tail, bright green, the rest cinna:uon; an

obligue purplish band on the tips o{ the fourth feathcrs.

Length 3.4o, rving r.7o, tail r.4o, tarsus .r5, bill .7o.

I
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Thc Baharna Islands are tl.re home o{ this beautiful littlc Hun_
ming-bird. It is vcry abundant in the neighborhoocl of Nassau,
lherc I procured a fine series of specit.nens. Dr. I3ryant gives an
intercsting accor.lnt of tl.ris species. He says, ,,All ihe spccintcns I
procurccl, seven in numbcr, rvere killed in Febmary and thc car)y
part of N{arch. At that time its foocl consisted almost cntircly of
a snrall green apkis, found abundantly in the West Inclio vervain
(V. s ta r/ty ht rf firta), a small blue florver that grou,s in all the clry
pasturcs, Gosse calls the Least Humming_bird of Jarnaica the
Vervain Humming--bird fror.n its hovering rouncl the p)ant, but the
nar.nc rvould apply as rvell to the present species. I sarv nothing in
its habits differing from tlrose of the comnron rub1"thr.e"1.6 .,r..t".,
rvith thc cxccption that it rvas ntore cluarrclso:.ne in its clisposition,
clrasing the Fightcr, as the Tyraturtts muliif.rsc i:ttus is callcd, rv)rcn_

ever it came near hint, ancl that its note is lor:cler ar.rcl shriller tlran
that of our species, ancl much more frecluentlv utterccl.

" Incubation collntcnces by the rst of llarch. I sal three nests
of this bird. One fcund on the 3C of llarch cor.rtainctl t\vo eggs,
partly hatchccl; a sccond, April ro, one egg; and another in liay,
t$o cggs. Thc ncsts rvere all composed of tl.re sane matcrials,
principally thc cotton from the silk-cotton tree, rvitl.r a ferv clori,ny
tnasscs tlrat lookcd as if derived from some spccics of asclepias.

This rvas fclted and mattcd togethcr., ancl the outside stuck ovcr
lvith bits of lichcns ancl little .dry stalks or fibres of vegetable
r.natte r. . . 'l-hc eggs, Iike those of all others of the family, are. but
two in number, snory-rvhite rvhen blown, and slightly rosy before.,'

I
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If Dr. Bryant's account of this species is correct, it does not

appear to have any regular breeding seastln, as I have taken its

nest and eggs in June, and was shorvn two nests which rvere taken

by a gentlemar! near Nassau in the month of Decenrber'

Their flight is very rapid, as they dart from place to place in

a sudden, jerky sort of rvay; 'while hovering over a flower, the

rnovement of the rvings is so rapid that it is impossible to {ollorv

them rvith the eye, producing a slight l.rumming sound; from rvhich

the bird has derived its name.

Fig. Gould's NIon. Trochil., Vo1. I I I.

DORICIIA LYRURA' Gottld.

LYRE-TATLED HuNluNc-BrRD.

Adalt lfa/c.- Gcneral appearalrce the same as D. clcb'nc, but

differs fronr it by shorving the beauti{ul furfb z'io/t/ otz lhc ftrcl,:ul
as s'ell as on the tlrroat, and also having a trtuch longer tail, formed

somervhat in the shapc of a lvre, Irom rvhich this bird has dcril'ed

its name. The throat of D. lynrra shows brig/tt l/zr, in somc lights,

on tlre lorver part, rvhile that ol D. ncl,l* i, aln.rost entirely purple-

violet, shorving the bluish tinge very slightly if at all.

' Length 3.64, rving I.6o, tail r.58, tarsus .r3, bill .6o.

Like rnany others of its farnily, the Lyre-tailed Humnring-bird

is restricted to a single island. It inhabits Inagua, and although

t
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not rare, cannot be considered as an abundant species. Ali the
specimens which I proiured rvere killed near Mathewstorvn, and

none \\'ere taken on any other part of the island. Its habits, as far
as I was able to observe, rvere the same as those of .b. ez,elj,nrz, from
which it is impossible to distinguish it rvhile darting lrom one florver

to another. A negro brought me a fine n.rale alive, which he had

caught in a small net as it hovered over a flower. When living,

the plumage shorvs somewhat brighter than in a dead specimen.

SPORA DINAS RICORDI. (d, Otb.)

RIcoItD's HUMMTNG-arRD.

Winter Plumage, fifale. - Entire plumage, bronzy green, becom,

ing metallic on the throat; wings, purplish brorvn; {our central tail-
feathers bronze, the remainder purplish black, showing bronze oh

the outer webs; under tail-coverts, white; upper mandible, dark
brorvn; lower rrandible pale, becoming dark at the tip; tail forked.

l,Vinte r Plznnagc, Fcntale, - Resernbles the male, except having

the clorvn brorvnish ; tJ.rroat ancl centre of abclorren, pale buff; under

tail.covclts, gr:ryish rrlrite.

Length 3.6o, rving r.3o, tail r.5o, tar:sus .r5, bill .75.

I was agreeably surprised at finciing this pretty little species

colnmon on Andros Island, as it had not been previously recorded

from the Bahamas. It seemed to prefer the vicinity of the shore,-t

I
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as none were taken far inland, and rvas cluite abundant in the neigh-

borlrood of Long Biy Kcy, as s,as also D. n,cbtno.

On the r 3th of January, my friencl, NIr. Gcorge D. Fot'lc, Jr.,

found the nest of this specics near Long Bay l(ey. It rvas attached

to a small trailing vine, t'hich rvas suspcr.rcled from tl-re brancl.r o{ a

paw-paw tree, about four feet from thc grouncl. 'llle nest s'as close

to the branch, and containecl trro young birds, apparer.rtly about a

rveek old,
'fhe young l,ere dark slate-color above, rvith the under parts

flesJr-color, har.ing a slight dorvn upon the back; the bill u,as {ully

as broad as it u,as long, having the rqrper r.r-randible dalk, ar.rd the

.lorver light colored.

X'Ir. Gould, ir.r his magnificent nonograph of this farnily, restricted

the lange of S. ricordi to the islancl of Cuba, ancl all other u'rit-

crs have done the same. In Ramon cle la Sagra's " Histoile cle

Cuba " is to be four.rcl the fol1ot'ing note regardir.rg this spccies:

" Far fronr r.nigrating, Iike the Red Humrning.ltird (Tt ttt/rilus colu-

bris), this is one of the statior.rary inlribitants of tl-re islancl of Cuba,

rvhich it never leaves, and of rvhich it is one of the most beautiful

ornarnents. The inhabitants (to irlitate, doubtless, the sour.rd u'hich

it rrakes rvhile flying) give it the narne of Zun-zzur. Inter-esting in

its plumage and habits, its rvorks likesise are not ri'ithout ruerit.

Artificially built, and often composed of ivool from thc silh l,hicl-r

surrounds the seed ol AsrlrThs ottasorira, its nest is attacl.recl to

the forks of young trvigs; like that of all the Tt ocltilidtr, it con-

tains only one or two eggs, front r,hich the young are produced,

rvhicl.r, at their birth, have tl.re beak very short."

t
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This Humrning-bird approaches very closely the next species, so
closely, in fact, that rvere it not for the high authority rvhich has
separated them I should not be i,clinecr to consider them distinct.

Fig. Gould's DIon. Trochil., Vol. V.

SPORADINUS BRACEf. Lattr.

BRACE s HuMurNc-BrRD.

Male. - Crown and gorget of a glittering pale green ; back,
upper tailcoverts, the ts.o central and the next pair of tail_feathersi
bronzed golden green; the other tail-feathers are purplish black,
with their outer edges bronzed grcen; quills, blackish purple; breast
and abdomen, dull bronzy green; under tail-coverts, dark ash, bor-
dered rvith white; bill and fect, black.

Length 3.37, ri,ing r.75, tail r.rz, bill .75.

I include this as a species on the authority of Mr. George N.
Larvreuce, ancl have given liis dcscription of it in dctail. In his
report regarding it he says, ,,Tlle spccimen is a mummy, and tlre
outer two tail-feathers are just bcing rcnerved; the length of these

is irnportar.rt to detcrntine its true gcner:ic position; but as it
resembles S-loratlinus ricordii in otlrcr rcspects, I place it pro-
visionally in the sarle genus. If the outer tail-feathers were fully

r5
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cleveloped, they rvould doubtlcss increase tlie total lengt'h as rvell as

that of the tail. Tlris species is nearly allied to S' rirurdti lrom

Cuba, but dif{ers {ror.r'r it in being snraller, rvith a longer bill ; the

green of the crorvn and tl.rroat is palcr antl a more steely shade;

the back is more bronzed, and the under plumage of a lighter green.''

The type rvas taken near Nassau, N' P', by NIr' L' J' Ii' Ilrace'

aud'is tlre only specimen knorvtl to be in existcnce'

\
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FAM. ALCEDINID,.€.

K INGFISI] ERS

C]:R YLE ALCYON. (Littx.)

BELTED KINGFISIIER.

Adill ll[ale. - Abovc, ashy blue ; head $'ith crest, throat, bancl

around the neck, a sPot anterior to the c1,e, belll' and crissult,
\yhite; a bancl across thc breast and sicles cf the body tlre color of

thc back; primaries rvith *'hite on thc basal half; tail rvith bands

and spots of rvhite.

Adult Fcrnolc. - Easily distinguishcd {rom the male by having

the sides of the bocly and a band across the upper part of the belly,

light chestnut.

Length r:.5o, rving 6, tail 3.65, tarsus .36, bill u.

The Iiinqfisher becot.nes con.ulorl cluring the lvinter, generallv

frcqucnting the sr.r.rall lakes and poncls it.t tlre interior of the islands.

I rarcly visitecl Lake Cunnin.gharn, in the ncighborhood of Nassau,

rvithout ol;scrving (,ne or more of this spccies.' Dr. Bryant founcl

it common cluring the s'inter, but did'r.rot obseri'e any a{ter April r'

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol' IV. pl' 255'

I
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FAM. CUCULID,E.

CUCKOOS.

SA UROTHER,.I 8,1 HA.VE t\tSIS. B/ya,i.

BAIiArrA Cucxoo.

A&tlt. - Above, palc olive, shorving slight ercenish reflections ;

tlrloat and breast dull grayish rvhite; belly and crissum, tau'ny; pri
' maries, rrostly rufous; tail-feathcrs, cxcept thc two central ones,

tipped r.vith pali: brorvnish rvhite; legs, slaty blue; soles bf the feet,

yellorv; eyelids, vermilion recl ; upper manclible, brori.nish, shading

ir.rto slatecolor at tl.re base; iris, brorvn.

Length r8, wing 6.25, tail 9.5o, tarsr-rs r.5o, bill r.8o.

I

1
t

T

I met ivith this l:ird but once. A singlc specimcn taken at Nassau,

June 17. Dr. Bryant states that it n,as cluite abunclant during his
tisits, and that the inhabitants called it Rain Crorv. Lr this I think
that he was mistaken in the species, as the negrocs *ho sau, nty
specimen considered it to be the same as C. ruinor, ,,only full
grorvn." It is a curious fact.that Dr. Ilr'ant clicl not n.rect *,ith C.
ninor, H'hile I found it abunclant on n.Ianv of the islancls. He also
says, " Its food during the rvinter consistcd princi.pally of a specics

a
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of Phasma, found in great abundairce in thc leares of the air plants.

This bird is onc of the tanrest, consirleling its size, that I an.r

accluainted rvith. I l.rar.e frecluently rvatchecl thern searching for-

insects u-ithin ,trvo or tltree feet of my heacl." Nothing is knorvn

rcgarclrng rLs llree(llng lrxbrts.

COCCJ'ZUS A,rVERICA,vu.g. (L'flt.)

YELLoI.Brr-Lro Cuiroo.

Adult lfab. - Abovc, rr.rctallic olive-green ; under /a/ts, white ;

outer tail-featlrers tipped rvitir l'hite; u44r mandible ar-rcl tip of

lorver, blacli, the rest of the lorver nandible, yello'"v; iris, brorvn.

Female similar to tl.re male.

Length r:, rving 5.9o, tail 6.3o.

NIr. L. J. I{. Brace informccl me that l-re had taker.r this Cuckoo

in the vicinity of Nassau. It pr-obablv visits the islands occasionally

during the rvinter.

Fig. Aud. Bcls. N. A., Vol. IV. p1. 275.

COCC l'Z U,t JtItYOR. (Gttt.)

II-{NGRo\-E CucKoo.

I,tr/intrr Pluuta.ge, l1ftr/e. - Above, grayish o1ive, tinged with ash

on the heacl; under parts, yellorvish brorvn, clarkest on the thighs,

and becorning pale on tl.re tluoat ; a str-eak ol dark brorvn behind

a
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the eye, passing under it; quills and uncler tving-coverts, yellorvish

brorvn; outer tail-feathcrs, black, tippcd rvith rvhite, and shorving

slight bror.rze reflectior.rs, tl.re others lighter, cxccpt the central ones,

tipped rvith rvhite; ur.rder rnandibie, yellow, ercept at the tip.

Female sin-rilar to the male.

Length rz, rving 5.45, tail 6.5o, tarsus r.o4, bill r.

The N{angrove Cuckoo, so rale in the Unitecl Statcs, is rather

al:unclant on the larger islancls of the Bal-ramas. It tas common in

thc neighborhoocl of Nassau, although generally kccping s,cll con-

cealecl in the tliick unclcrgrorvth. It remains througlrout tl.re year,

ancl duling the breecling season coDstructs a rough nest resembling

that of our: colrrllon species, in rvhich it la1's thrcc and sometimes

four eggs, of a grecnish color. Thc ncst is generally placed in a lorv

bush near the ground, and is very loosely constructcd.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. lV. 1,1. 27":.

CROIOPIIIGA A AI. (Ltnn.)

A\r.

Locrll tvatnes. - Rain Crorv, BlacLbird.

Winter Plunmge, ,4[ttle. - Upper mandible much curvecl; cul.

mer.r rising above the ltead, flattened to a sharp edge; r,ostrils
situated in the middle bf the lorver half of the upper mandible.

Ceneral color black, shouing bluish rellections; the feathers of thc

a
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lrcad, neck, breast, and uppcr part of the back witl.r rretallic bror.rze

borders; iris, brorvn. Fer.nale, similar.

Length r3.25, \fing 6, tail 8, tarsr-rs r.25, bill r.20.

The Ani, or lllackbird, as it is sometimes called by the inhabit-

ants, is a vclJ abr.lndant residcnt in thc Bahamas. Its habits much

resemblc those of our comnlon Gracklc. They are gcnerally

obsened in floclis, fecding in the fields or perched upon the

branches of a bush, uttering {rom time to tir.ne a curious, but not

unmusical rvl.ristle. They appear to eat almost anything that comes

in tl.reir rvay, insects of various kinrls, bcetlcs, berries, or Iruits being

equally acceptable.

]ncubation corrmcnces about the rst of Deccrnber, and rve pro-

cured specirrens of fully flcclgecl young birds in Janr:ary. It is

probable that they lcar two broods in a season, as Iir. Gosse found

a nest confaining eggs in July. FIe sa1's, " In July I found a Black-

bilcl's nest in a bastarcl cedar; it l'as a rather large mass of intcr-

rvoven trvigs, lined lvith leavcs. Eieht eggs rvcre in the nest, and

the shells of many nlore were also in it ancl scattered bcneath the

tree. The eggs were about as large as a pullet's, very regularly oval,

oI a greenish blue, but coverecl rvith a'coating of u'hite chalky sub-

stance, rvhich rvas much scratchcd ancl eroded on them all, and

rvliich rvas displaccd rvith a little force."

Although very abilndant around Nassau, they become quite

scarce on many o{ the nrore southern islands, and it is considered

a rarc lrird at Inagua.

Bd. Bwr. and Ridg., Vol. II.

)
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FAM. PICID,lE.

WOODPECKERS-

PICUS VILLOSUS, Lit*.

HArRY WooDPEcKE&.

lVintcr Plunmge, llfole.- Abot.l b]ack, r'ith a u,hite band dol.n
the middle of the back finely lined n.ith black; all the qr,rills, miclc'lle

and larger s,ing-coverts, rvith numerous spots of rvhite; crorvn, a

black patch or.er thc c1e, and a stripc from tl.re ntandil:le to the napc,

rvhite; a black stripe frotn tl.re e1'e, passing throitgh the checks, over
the nape, and joining the black of thc back; a scarlet crescent
around the basc of the skull, joining thc rvhite superciliary stripe;
under parts, ashy, with the siclcs r.nottlcd and stripecl rvith black;
t$'o outer tail feathers l,hite, edged and tipped ri,ith pale brorvn;
third, black, with a patch of pale brorvn upon the outer.rveb, the
others black. Female, the scarlet crescellt rvanting, replaced by
white.

Length 7.z5, rving 4.2o, tai) 3, tarsus .7o, bill r.

The Hairy Woodl:cckcr is occasionally found in the Bahanas
during the rvinter season. At Nassau it rvas rather comrron, but by
no means as abundant as S. torirs. Its {ood consists of insects,
berries, and srnall fruits.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. IV. pl. :62.

I
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SPIIYRAPICU", VARIUS. (Lt ,t.)

YELLow-!ELLIED WooDPEcKER.

Wintcr Pluruoge, ,4fale.- Above, black, yariegatccl n,ith brolr,n

ancl dull rvhitc, becor.ning dul1 u,hite on the uppcr tail-coverts; crou,rr,

crimson (oftcn intelrupted lrith l;rounishl, borclclccl b1'a narrot line

of black; a strcak above the eye and a broacler onc from the bill,

passing belon, the eve aud clou,n the r.reck to sidcs of tlie breast,

yctrlorvish lhite; ends of rving-coverts, rvl.rite, fonr,ing a broacl bar;

qr-rills spotted n ith u'hite ; tlrroat, crimson, r-ith a band of inter-

n-rixecl l.;lack ancl brorvn upon tlie breast; sides, Iight brorvn

r-r.rottlecl rvith 'black; belll', palc ycllou,; inncr tail-feathers cdgccl

l-ith cluil rvhite; orLter feathers cclgcd rvitl'r rvhite, becoming light

brorvn at the tips.

Wltier Pltnage, Fe tntlc. - Above, black, variegated rvith rvhite

and light bron,n; crol'r.r, crimsou, mottled ivith light brou'n, ancl

bordercd rarto\\:ly sith blach at the nape; a dull brorvnish ri,hite

stripe passir.rg fron the basc of the bill r-rnder thc cye to the sides of

tlre neck; thro , du// |rozanislt zu/tie, beconiog brorvn on the

breast ; sides mottled u ith J:lack ; belly, pale yellorv. hnmature

birds, rvithoul l:lack on the brcast or red or.r the head, and in every

intern.rccliate stage to the aclult.

Length 3.35, rving 4.75, tail 3.2o, tarsus .7o. bill .96.

\
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The Yellorv-belliccl \Vooclpccker bccor.nes abr:nclant in tlre ncigh-

borhood of Nassau cluring the winter season. We often observcd

them clinging to the trtrnks of the trees, or flying over the road

duling our excursiorrs to and from differcnt parts of the islancl. It
clicl r.rot appear to shorv any clecidecl prcfcrence for any particular kind

of tree, as has been stated by sonte rvritcrs; but scelned to rvancler

aimlessly about in search of its food, rvhich consists of insects ancl

berries, altl.rougir it ofterr cats the sap of thc trees, rvhich it procures

by driliing holes through tl.re barli rvith its strong, sharp bill, in

nanl' cases killing the trec.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. IV. pl. :67.
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FAM. PSITTACIDA.

CIIR v"S O TI-t COLI-ARI.7. (I-inn.)

PArtRor.

Adult ,4[ab. - Gencral plumagc, qreen, lnany feathers narrorvly

tippcd rvith clark brorvn; foreheacl, ar.rcl the top o{ the hcad to the

e1'es, thitc; throat, bright recl, sotletit.ues touched rvith green;

some of the {eatl.rers on the l:ellv, brorvuish rccl; outer s'ebs of

prinraries, b1ue, it.rner rvebs, brorvn; tail, green, sholving bllte on

outer rvcbs of outer {eathcrs, ancl recl on the basal l.ralf of inncr rvebs

of all erccpt the ccntral ones, rvhich somctitnes shotv a trace near

the dha{t; bill. 1,ellorr'ish rvhite; iris, brorvr.r.

Length r3, rving 3, tail 4.5o, tarsus .75, bill r.z5'

llenv years ago the Partot was abuuclant throughout thc ]Jaha-

mas, but at thc prcseut tinle it is colllnlon ollly at Iuagr-ra. The

natives clainr t'hat thcy also cxist at Abaco and Lor.rg Island, but

if this be true, it is probably only in sn.rall nunlbers, as 1ve never met

rvith them clurinq our cxploratiot.ts of tl'rc last-named islar.rcls' I lvas

told t:h:rt dtiring the tttonth o{ J Lrly thcy repair in large num'bers to

I
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the con.rfields r.rear \'Iatl.rervstorvn and cause great destruction to the
crops. At this season tlrey becomc qr:ite taure, and quantitics of
them are killed by the negroes. We founcl then al:unclant near
Nortl.rrvest Point dr-rring tlre montl.r o{ June, but at that tintc they
\\:cre very shy ar.rd difficult to shoot. The natii,es c:rptnre theur
rvhen your.rg, ar.rd thcr, becor.ne very tame and learn to speak quiclll.

Onc aftcrnoon, l hile shooting in the r,icinity of Northrvest
Point, Inagua, I sudclenly came Llpon a large flock of parrots, rrhich
flerv froln one trce to another., utterir.rg har.sh cries as I approacliecl

Onc specimen ri hich l shot rvas rnerely rvingtippccl, ancl tr'ith the
aid of nlv coat I rvas cnabled to capture the littlc fcllou,, s,ithor-rt

giving him a chance to use his bill, rvhicit, fronr the u.av he screamecl

ar.rcl struggled, he eviclently hacl a grcat dcsir e to clo. Hc livccl for.

scvelal days, and bccame quite clocilc; but onc nrorning being left ,

alor-re, his curiosity prontptecl hinr to e_xplore among sonre freshly
poisoned sLins, and upon n.ry r-eturn I founcl him ll.ing deacl upon
the floor of the cabin.

The eggs of this species arc generally cleposited in a hollou,tree.
The negroes say that of late ycars tl.re ncst is rarelr-{ouncl, as the
birds repair to tl.re interior o{ the island to breed.
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FAM. STRIGIDA.

r 25

OWLS.

.\^ tll I )' l.-I-.1.1 / -lI D A L-,1 R. l' R A TII\-C t) L A. (Lt t n.) R!.

B.\R:i OrvL.

Adill ,\hh.- Above, tarvnv bror,n, delicately ntottled in placcs

with black and rvliite; undcr parts shorving pale tarvny, clotted rvith

brorvn; face, rvhitish, rvitl.r an ante-orbital of browt.t; under surface

of ivings, rvhite, slightly clottecl rvith brol'n; tail, rvith four black bars

on the upper .,,t1"." lrq|6trr, Pale.

Lcngth I5.25, uilrg r3,, tail 5.7o, talsus 2.75.

Thc Barn Orvl is a resident in the Bahantas, aud is claimecl to

be abundant by the inhabitants, s'ho knorv it by a variety of natnes,

alnonq l,hich arc llonkcy-faced Oul, Broit'n Owl, White Oul, ancl

a clozcn othcrs about as applicable. I rvas able to procure only

tu,o spccimcns cluring my stav, one of rvhich rvas kinclly presented

to mc by IIr. Epes Sargent, o{ Nassau. Mr. N. B. Moore four.rd

a 1;air o{ this s1;ecies breeding in the vicinity of Nassau, N. P. He

says, " The ticst is it.t a nichc in a pcrpenclicular (vertical) rvall of

rock, thirty fcct fronr tl.re basc and fifteen feet belorv the to1:, and

is unapproacbable. I killed one o{ a pair of tlris species, a female,

I
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as she errtcred the niclie. The male, her mate, on the follou"
ing night entcred it, uttcring his pecr-rJiar call-note; an os,l soon

ap1:roaclicd, he gavc chase, they flex'about for sor:re time, ancl on
thc next night thcy wcre, to all appearance, materl. Hacl thc male
bcen killcd instead of the fcrnale, tlris sudclen marria.Jc, ancl particu.
larly /ter contiuuance at.the old r.rcsting-place, u,oulcl seem less sur-
prising. This specics has trvo very distinct r.ocal utterances, -l. onc a
'call-note,' a sort of lorv, rapid chattering or clacl<ing. utterccl, so far
as I havc obsened, rvhen perclied; the other a nronosyllabic note,
rvhich I rvould spell ,crecch,' utterccl in a harsh half_scrca,r, rvhile
on the rving, the intervals being very long.,,

Its foocl cousists of ntice and other snrall quaclnrpcds, and accorcl_
ing to some r.r,riters, small birds.

TIre inhabitants d some of the islands claint that a large, pure
u/tilc otyl is sornetinres scen; but in ali probability it is thc prc:cnt
specics, rvhich they har.e seen flr.ing about in the clinr Jight of the
cvenirrg.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. I. pl. ;.1.

I

I

I

T S?IIEO7-1:fA C {.i.\-IC L,I_.4 RI A tUR. |-LORID,1.\.,1. (.j/o/.) Rit/!.

FLortDA DuRRo\,!,rNG O\vL.

Adull ilfah.- Gcneral pluurage, dar/; ltrozi,tt, mottlc<l u.ith u,hite;
under parts, paler; feaihers barrecl rvith l:ros,n ancl lr.hite, shacling
into pale tiwny near the vent; primaries, rcclclish bros,n. blotchcd

a
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ri'ith dull rvhite and pale tat,n1,; tail-feathers, brorvr.r, barrecl rvith
rihite, thc bars not reaching the shafts; ttu,stts fcnl/tercd in fronl
aud aer1, lory; bill, brorvn, light at tip; clarvs, black.

. 
Length rc, l-ing 6.5o, tail 3, tarsus r.6o, bill .75.

Nir. L. J. K. Brace procurecl this specigs at Nassau, N. p., ancl
it is prpbably fouud or.r sor.ne of the other islancls. The inhabitants
scenred to bc accluaintccl rvith a sntall orvl, but thcir statements corr-
cenring it u-erc very unsatisfactory. NIr, Br.ace states regarcling this
species: " For about a month past, I hecl been u.atching a small orvl
tLat was in the hal:it of foraging up and clol,u the rvharves that iine
one sicle of the harbor of NassaLr. As clusL a1;proachecl he rvould

make his appearance, and perch on some eler.ated pJace, such as a

post or part of a fence. On the approach of *ny one to his resting-

place, he l'oulcl aliorv thern to contc lithin tu,cnty feet, but if
approachccl. neal'cr, no ntatter horv cautiously, he t,or.tld fly off, gen-

elally uttering a shrill, cl,rickly r-eiterated chur-ch u r-chur-chut I to

another spot, scarcely ever retuming to the same one. Sontc cven-

ings he u.as r.nore vocifelous than on othcrs. I could not determine

rvhen he returnecl cluring the day; but he l,ould gencrally arr:ir,e

frotn a southcrly inlancl clirection, at other times fror.n either. the

east or \vest cnd of the r,harves. When shot, he had only come a

short tinre, and rvas perched on the cross-trees of a flag-staff, about

fifteen feet high. From part of the contcnts o[ the gizzard, I con-

cluded it u,'as attracted by the 'Crarrlcr.s,' a species of I igia that

abouncls on tlie sicles of the rvharves; it also contained the half-

digested ::ernains of a Hyla.".

I
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FAX,i. FALCONID.€.

I

FALCONS-

CIttCUS CvAA'EUS t/Alt. HUDSO't\.[U.S. (Li u.)

Mlnsu Herrr.

Adult lllale.- Above, ashy; prinraries, brorvnislr at the encl ;

u!|er tai/-courts, wltite.

Fano/c. - Above, brorvt.t, strealied with leddish ; tail barrecl.

This species is easily clistingLtishcd by the rvhitc uppcr tail-co\icrts.

Length 16, rving'r3, tail 9.ro, tarsus 2.8o, bill .6o.

According to Dr. Bryant, this sirecies occasionally r,isits the

Bahamas. He procured a single specir.ncn, in immature plunrage,

at Inagua. None s'ere observed by our party.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. I. pl. 26.

A CCIPITER FUSCUS. (C1ft.)

SllARP-SHTNNED HA$K.

Adzrlt ,Afi /c.- Above, plumbeous; tail, brownish, banclcd rvith

browr.rish black and tipped u'ith rvhitish; undcr parts, rvhite, streaked

and banded rvith pale rr:fous, darkest on thc brcast.

Length ro, rving 6.5o, tail 5.6o, tarsus r.75.

h
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The Sharp-shinned Hau,k is not nncor.r.ulton during the rvinter.

It rl,as occasionally secn near Nassau, s,hich rvas tl.re only place

rvhere rve observed it. Dr. ]lrr,ar.rt consiclered it the most con)n.)olr

spccics.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. I. pl. :5.

FALCO CO,VIIIUNIS. (Gut.)

PEREGR1NE FALcoN.

Adult ll[a/e.-Above, blackisl.r, feathers becoming gray on tl.re

back, and gray mottled rvith dark slate on the rump; a black cheek-

patch; throat and breast, dull rvhite; lower part of the breast nar-

rowly streaked rvith brorvn; belly, flanks, sides of the body, and

under wing-coverts, rvhitish, shorvir-rg a tinge of tawny, banded and

streaked lvith brown; tail, alternately banded rvith dark and light

slate-color, the feathers tipped rvith yellowish rvhite; tarsus and {eet,

yellowish green; clarvs, black. Female, larger.

Length rT.:5, rving r:.5o, tail 6.5o, tarsns r.8o, bill .8o.

This Falcon is by r-ro neans comr11on. A single spccimeu rvas

liilled at Non.nan's Iiey on January 7. Dr. Bryant found a dead

bird of this specics at Norman's Ke1', rvhich pror,,ed to be an adult

malc, in fine spring plumage.

\7.l
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Ilany naturalists of the present rla1' consicler tlie Anrcrican Fal-

con to be a variety o{ the European bircl. In this I think thcy are

wrong, as the diffcrences rvhich have becn pointed out as distin-

guishing characters are vcry slight, ancl vary in specimcns frorn

cliffcrent localities, It is clainred that the nrain 1:oirrt of diffcrcnce

betrieen tlierr is the striped breast of the EuroPean bird, rvhich is

gutcra//y wanting in tl.re Arnerican specirnens; but Amcrican sl.rcci-

mcns arc somctimes striped, and I cannot but agree lvith [Ir. Dresscr

in considcring the American and European bird as ir.rscparable.

I.-ig. Aud. tsds. N. A., Vol. I. pl. zo.

FALCO SPARTERIUS. (Linn.)

SPAREoTV FlLcoN,

Adult tl[a/e, - Crol,n, ashy blue, sometimes replaced b1' clicst-

nut in the centre; a n.raxillary ancl auricular black stripe; bacli,

brorvn, sometimes spotted ivith black on the loiver part; rving-coverts,

bluish ash; tail, reddish brorvn, n,ith a band of b'lack tippcd u,ith

rvl.rite, sornetinres sl.rorving several black bands; belorv, rvhitc, shorv-

ing reddish brown on the breast and belly.

Alult Fcttttlt'.- Uppcr parts, lighter thar.r in thc ntalc, balrccl

ivith dull black; under parts, dull yellorvish rvhite, 1;alcr than in the

malc ; streaked ; otl.rerwise sin.rilar.

Lengtlr ro, wing 7, tail 4.7 5.

BIRDS OF THE I].\H1]II ISI-.\\DS
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The present spccies is included on the autholity of Dr. Bryant,

rvho states that he sarv tu,o specimens at Nassau and one at Great

Stirrup I{ey. Nonc lcrc observccl by our party.

Fig. ALrd. Ilds. N. A., Vol. 1. pl. zz.

BUT?:O RORE.1LI.9. (Gttt.)

RED TATLED I_IA1vK.

A ttult ll'Iale. - Above, dark brorvn, edged rvith ta',r'ny ; tail-

coverts, rvhitish; below, rvhite; the throat streakecl *'ith light, and

thc bclly l'ith clarker brorvn, sotnetimcs the belly being but very

{air.rtl,v n.rarked; tail, above, brisht chestnut-recl, shorving a subtertli-

nal blacli bar.rcl ancl a tern'rinal l.hite one.

Lcngtl'r z:, l'ir.rg r5.5o, tail 8.5o, tarsus 2'ro.

I have ner.er uet rvith tl.ris species in the Bahamas, but have

inclucled it on the authority of Dr. Br1'ant, rvlio states that trvo

speciulens werc taken, one at Nassau, and the other at Inagtla.

Fig. ALrd. Bds. N. A., Vol. I. Pl. 7.

rAi.DIOlY H.4Lt,{TL;.S. (Litn)

FISH HA$'K.

I;[/hrltr P/una.g.t, ]l'fa/i:. - Above, clark brorvn ; head, lvhite, some-

l'hat rnarkecl rr ith dark brorvt.t ot.t crot'n ancl cl.reeks, varying in

)
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spccinrens; ultrler parts, \\,hite, sorretirnes streakcd rvith ligltt brorvn,

especialll' or.r the breast; fect ver.y large, blLrish.

Length zz, wing rS.5o. tail 9, tarsus 2.4o, bill r.4o.

This species is au abundant r:csiclent; rvc nret rvith it r:rn all of
the larger islands. \\rhile at Clarencc l-Iarbor, Long I,.lancl, a fine
aclult Harvk cantc regularly er,'ery evening ancl pcrchecl himself upon
the top of the ntainmast, rvlrere ire u'ould sit clLrictlv, slightly noi,ing
liis par-tlv closecl rvings to balance hirnsel{ as the vesscl rollecl. Dr.
Bryant, l,riting of this specics, sa,rs, ,,Fis| Haqlis rvcre founcl
throrrgholrt tl.re Bahan-ras, but nos.lrere so abunclart as in parts of
tl.re Ur.ritccl Statcs. The nests r,hich l saw \l,erc plaiecl in entirely
clifferent situations from those cirosen by this bircl uith us, rescm_

bling r.nore nearly in tbis rcspect the Iiuropean species. They rverc

all briiit on the ground. Tn-o that I eramined at \\rater I(e1,,

Raggcd Islands, rverc placcd on the cdge of a cliff at an elcvation
of about forty feet frorr the r,ater, \,ery bull<v, at least fivc feet in
height and six in cliametcr, composccl eutir.eJy of ntaterials taken
fi'orr thc neighboring beaches, principally thc horny skcletons of
rorgorias, sponges, l:its of clrif t-l ood, ancl sea-weeds. They lracl
recently been repaired, a,cl tl.re ca,itics linecl *,ith fresh gulf-*.cecl.
On the roth of Apr-il, the date of nrv last lisit to thenr, thcy con-
tainecl neitl.rer eggs nor young. Thc eggs in the or.ary of a fenrale
shot at this time were of the size of sntall peas.

" The plurnage of tl.re specinrcn differed fron.r any I evcr sarv in
the United States. TIte ri,hole upper part of the Lead, nape, ancl

I
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hir.rcl neck rvas rvhite, rvitl.rout any uri-xture of bros'n ; no cliffelence

rvas observcd in the conrparativc measnrements. I intencled to l.rave

prcscrved it, but, unfortunately, before I rvas ready to skin it, the

cooli plucked it {or his private tablc."
'Ihe food of this specics appcars to consist almost cntirely of fish,

lvhich it shorvs great cxpcrtncss il catching, - according to some

rr,r'iters plur.rging entirely bencath the surface ir.r pursr-rit of its pre1r.

But although l have sccn hundreds of bircls of this spccies, aucl

rvatched therl at different times ir.r the act of catching fish, I have

never, irr a singlc instancc, seen the t.t.r go er.rtirely rtndcr rrater. 'fhe

eggs are usually from tlvo to threc in num)rer, althoLrgh some rvriters

clain-r that thi1, sometines lay four.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. I. pl. t5.

I
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F'A\I. CATH.\RTID.€.

VULTURES.

CA Z-i{IIRTES AURA. (Lnn.)

TURKEy IluzzARD.

Local Arame. - Crow.

LVinter Phtmage, Mnle. - Abor.c, rr,arked \f ith brolvn and black;
shafts of tl.re primaries, yellol,ish cxternally; under parts, black,

becoming brown on the be1ly; hcad. red, base shos,ing only a few

slrort, bristly feathels; feet, pinkish; bill, bluish rvhite.

Leogth zl, wing zi, tail ro, tarsus 2.35.

I

I

'fhe Tr-rrkey Buzzarcl is abunciant at Anclros Islar.rd and at
Abaco. It is a rcsider.rt and unclonbtcdly brceds in the lJahamas,

While *.alking along thc beach, ncar Grassv Creek, .\r.rdros Island,

I ol;served a nnmber of these bircls pcrcheci u1.ron a snall tree, and

on turning a corner o{ thc rock, si:dclenly came Llpon thir.teen r.nore

of them, {eeding tiporr the bocly of a cleacl clog. They dicl not appear

to mind my presence in the least, ancl it rvas not until I had

ap1;r:oached rvithin a felv fect ol thcnt that they shou-ed any inclir.ra-

tior.r to lear,e their prey. Dr. I3ryar.rt gives this bircl as abunclaut at
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Anclros, Abaco, and Grand Bahama, but did not meet s'ith it clsc'

rvhere. He u ritcs: " I n'as for a long s-hile unable to explain satis-

factorily to rn1'sel{ the causc of their absence frot.n Nas-"au, as ill thc

United States they are generally very abltnclaut in the ncighborhood

of the large Southcrn cities, as Charleston and Savannalr, {or itistance.

Tlris fact, I norv think, is ot'ing to their inabilitl' to procr'rre foocl at

Ncrv I)ror,irlcnce, A11 the animals slaughtcrccl therc arc litcrally

devourccl by thc blaclis; not a tnorsel, eveu to the er.rtrails, is throrvn

away as offal, so that the slaugl.rteriouscs, rvhicl.r at Savanuali are

tlicir principal feeclingplaccs, clo not at Nassau offer thetn a mottth-

ful of foocl. 'f he nutrbcr o{ clomestic animals also runuing at large

on the island is so snlall, that thc calcasses of those dying by discase

or acciclcnt rvoulcl only afford them an occasional supply; and thc

native fauna is so nrca.gre that it is unnecessary to take it itlto colr-

sidcratiorr. I 1;asscd scr.elal days at Grassy Creek, near tl.re south-

ern extrcnrity of r\ndros Islancl. This is one of thc placcs rvhere thc

IJlack-rrrotrthcd Helmet (Crsszs lla,lag,tscoriotsu s), of t hich camcos

are macle, is procurecl. The shclls. after being brought on shore.

arc placcd on scaffolcls rvith the tnouth ciorl'nrvards, in orcler that

aftcr thc cleath of the animal it ma,v fall out of its olvn rveight'

Thesc scaffoltls arc constantly attencled by the Buzzarcls, and thcy

can {r'cqr-rent'ly be sccn tuggir.rg at the protrucling animal, mucl.r to

the tlisplcasure o{ the fishermen, as the bircls frequently knoci clown

the shclls, ancl sonretiurcs clrag tl.rem into the bushes out of sight'

The name given to this bird by the inhabitants is 'John Crow,'

the same as in Jamaica, according to Gosse' I examined several

I
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specimens, br"rt could detect no diffcrence betivccn thern and bircls

obtaincd in the United States. This is not to be l.ondered at, as

the Gulf Strear.n is so nan:ow, that I think I hcn soaring at tl.re

greatcst height to ivhich they attain, they must be ablc to sec the
r:rain-land, and if so, doubtless pass to and fro, No specitnen of the
C. jola wx seen."

The Turkey Buzzarcl generalll, deposits its cggs in sonre cleft in
tlie rocks, or on a decayed stur.r-r11, usually ivithout any attcmpt at a
nest. The eggs are generally trvo in number.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. I.'pl. z.
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FAM. COLUMBIDTE'

PIGEONS.

COLUL.BA LEUCOCEPHALA' (Litn J

IMIIITE-HEADTD PIGEoN'

Local Nann -Pigeon'
trVitttr Phttttn.gt, .,JIab'- Abovc, grayish l;lLrc' shot ing slight

reflections; crorvu, pale buff (at solllc seasol)s 1>trrc llhitc)' borclcred

at the nape by a band of clalk purplc' ancl belori' it a ca1:e extending

upon each side of tlrc neck, of nretallic grccn' the feathers borclered

with black; quills, dark brorvn, bccotnirlg lighter upon the second-

aries; ttnder parts, gravish bltte; crissum' plun.rbcous; tail' dark

brorvn. Sexcs sit.nilar'

. 
Length I3.25, Ning 6.9o, t:ril 5'5o, tarsus '9o' bill '7o'

During the siuter seasot.t thc prcsent sPecies is rarely seen' on

account of its frequenting the thickly lvoodecl parts of the islands'

Occasionally, I sarv them in thc rrarket at Nassau' but they are by

no lreans cofiln]on. As soon as the sutlnrer season scts in they

become gregarions, anrl rcpair in itrlmcnse flocks to the outer keys

to lireed. Their foocl collsists o[ berries and small frLrits' Incuba-

tion contmences about X4aY l'
r8
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Dr. Bryant. who founcl it breeding, says, ,, It breeds in corllnu-
nities in .on.,. pln".r, as at Grassy Iiey, Andros Island, in vast
nunrber s. Here the nests wel.c r.nade on thc tops of the prickly
pcar, l,hich covers the rvholc ke,r,; at thc Bintinis ancl lluena Vista
Key, Ragged Islands, on the mangrove, aud at Long l{ock, near
E-xunta, on stuntecl br:shes. I clo not think they er.c, select a la.gc
key for their breedingllacc. The egrs are laicl by the midclle of
NIay, and the voung leave tl,reir nests about the rst of Julv, previous
to rvhich great nuntbers arc killed bv the uegroes, it is a shy bird,
r,vhen not breeding, even in the r.nost uninhabited localities.,,

Fig. Aud. Dds. N. A., Vol. IV. pl. z8o.

F

zE!\_.  /D_1 A;tr_,l BLLIS. (81.)

ZENAID4 DovE.

Loral Ntme.-\VooJ Dove.

Aduh ,\Ia/e. 
- Above, olive_bro$.n ; top o{ the head and uncler

parts, pale purplish brol,r.r; sides of the body an.l uncler ruir,'g_
coverts, blue; taii-feathcrs, rvith the exception o{ thc centr.al ones,
bhrish, rvith a black l:and abor:t an inch fron-r the tip; slight streak
o{ metallic blue belorv the ear; quills, dark brou,n; seccnclar.ies
tipped with rvliite; feet, recldish.

Length ro.5o, rving 6, tail 4, tarsus r, bill .55.

I
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This beautiful Dove is {ound tlrroughout the Bahamas, but does

not appear to be very abundant. It seems to be rather solitary in

its habits, and is never met rvith in flocks. The nest is composed

of srnall sticks, looscly put together. On X'Iay z7 I procr'tred a ncst

which rvas placcrl in tlie crotch of a fallen tree about three feet from

tl"re ground. It contained trvo rvhite eggs.

Dr. Bryant says, " It never collects in flocks, not breeding in

comrlunitics like the c. leucorclhala. In its habits it is intermccliate

betrvectr tl'te Z. carolinetzszs ar.rd the C. lasserina' It {eeds and

passcs the principal part of its time on the ground, ancl when

flushed, flies off in a straight lini'.'e.y uruclt as the courltlon cluail'

The crops of tb6se killed by me were filled rvith small seed about

the size of rnustard.scccl, apparently al1 of the same kind' All the

nests I sarv rvere macle in holes in the rocks, and consisted, as is

ahvays the case ir.r this familv, of but a ferv sticks' It probably

rnigrates farther south cluring the s'inter, as it rvas rnuch more

abunclant in Iay than at an1' previous time'"

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A'. Vo1' V. pl. z8I.

I

ClLt,tl;DPELIA PA S'IER1\A' (Lim)

GRou riD DovE'

Local Name. - Tobacco Dovc.

ll/itthr ?ltnttost, LlIak,- Abor,e, glaf isl.r olivc, shorving a bluish

tiugc upon thc nape ancl crorvn; unclcr parts, reilclish putple, becorn'

!
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ing ashyon the sides; under rving-coverts and quills showing red.

dish lrozltz, the latter margined and tipped t'ith dark brown ; mid-
dle tail-feathers like the back, the others dark broln; trvo outer
feathers tipped with white; upper surface of iving showing large
spots of bluish.purple;. bill and feet yellorvish, the former beconr.
iug dark at the tip.

Length 6.3o, wing 3.3o, tail 2.6o, tarsus .5o, bill .5o.

This gracef ul little Dove is a resiclent, ancl very abr.rndant every-
whcrc. While walking through t pincapple plantation, I l.ravc been
astonished at thc qtrantity of these birds ri'hich l ere constantly flying
about. They are very tame, and often allorvecl nte to ap1:roach

within a fcrv fcet of them rvithout sl.rorving airv signs of alarm. Their
food consists of seeds and many kinds of suall benies. I have often
n'atched then.r dusting thcrnselves in the rvarm sancl of the roacl,

after the manner of our fan.n-yard fos,ls, secming to enjoy it gre atly.
Incubation contmences about I\Iay 15. A nest taken at the Mira.
porvos, 1\{ay 27, contained tl.o eggs, l'hicli rverc quite fresli. It rvas

sinrply a little mat of grass, loosely put togethcr, placecl r.rpon the
ground in an opcn space, concealcd only by short marsh_grass, barely
high enough to hide the bird rvhen sitting upon the nest. The
eggs are rvhite.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. V. pl. 283.

T
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GEOTRYGON MARTTNICA. (Gn.)

KEr WEsr DovE,

LVtlntet, Plunage, Mtlc. - Above, chestnut-ru{ous ; crown aud

neck \,vith metallic reflcctions of green ancl purple; bacli sl.rorving

brilliant purple, lcflcctions becomiug lcss clistinct on the rump; a

bancl of rvhite from the base o{ the lolvcr mandible undcr the c1'e

to the side of tire neck, bordcred belorv bv a streali of dull purple;

under parts shorving the breast pale pur:ple, becoming dull n'lrite on

the tl.rroat and abdot.nen; prir:.rar:ies, blight rufous, becolrling darker

at the tips; tail, rufous; legs, r'cd.

Length ro.75, rvir.rg 6, tail 4.3,o, tarsus r, bill .9o'

This beautifLrl Pigcon is an abnnclant residcnt. It is to be r.nct

rvith in srnall flocks, ar.rcl gcnerallf inhabits the heaviJy rvoocled parts

o{ thc islands. Thcy remain concealed cluring the heat of the clav,

but carly in the rnornir.rg often coure out into the open grouncl

to fcec1. On several occasiot.rs I sarv bircls of this sPecies exhibitecl

for sale at the n'rarket in Nassari, ar.rcl had the good fortune to

procllre several r'ery fine spccitnens n'hich rvere brought in by the

negroes. The note is lorv and tlouln{ul, arld is often heard during

the ear'ly hours of the morning.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. V. Pl. z8z.

I
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FAM. PERDICID.€.

ORTYX VIIIGINIA NLIS. (Lzna.)

Panrntnce.

Local Natne. - Quail.

Wlnler Plunnge, Malc. 
- Above, r.ich bros.nish recl, mottlccl

s'ith black; croln, black, shading into brorvr.r at the base o{ the
skull, and r.nottled ri,ith black and rvhite on the nape; a rvhitc super-
ciliary linc passing from nostril to nape; throat, s,hitc, l:orclered
bloadly ri'ith black; upper brcast ancl sicles, r.eclclish l;rou,n, shacling
into rvhite on the belly, the featl.rers thicklv benclecl s,ith black;
crissum, recldish brorvr.r; tertials and some of the r,ing-coverts e.lged
t'ith yellori,ish rvhite; bill, entircly black.

I,l/'in/er Plumage, Fcnnh. - Rescnbles tl.re ma)e ; the rvhite of
the head and throat replaced by tarvrry, rvithor:t black edging.

' Length 8.5o, iving 4.5o, tail 2.5o, tarsus r, bill .52.

The Quail of the Bahamas cliffers soruervhat frorl thc true O.
t,irginianrus, but not sufficient1,r,, in my opinion, to char.acterize
it as a variety. The differenccs clo not seent to be sreater than

'!l
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would be caused by climatic influences. The inhabitants claim that

a nlrmber of these birds rvere imported many years ago {rom the

United States, and have since multiplied so tl-rat at the presenf

time they are numerous in the neighbor-hood of Nassau. Their

habits appear to be the same as those of our bird, and they are

generally found frequenting the edges of the fields or the open

,ivoods, usually in flocks. Their food consiits of grain, berries,.and

occasionaliy insects. The eggs of this species are pure white.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. V. p1. 239.

I
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FANI. CHARADRIID,,E.

THE PLOVERS.

SQUA TAROLA IIELI/E TICA. (Litn.)

BLACK-BELLTED PLovriR.

Whzter P lumage, Male.- Above, dull black, speckjed rvith rvhit-

ish, barred on the rump; belorv, grayish rvhite, rvith more or lesS

dusk1. on the breast and throat; atrillary plwmes, llaclisl2,; it has a

small hind toe, hardly noticeable; bill, thick, black.

Length rr, rving 7.3o, tail 3.o5, tarsus 2, biil r.ro.

The Black-bellied Plover is a rcgular rvinter visitant, althou.qh it
cannot be considered as cou11uon. A singlc specit.nen .s'as taken on

Andros Islancl in January, and I observed several snrall flocks during
tl.re latter part of the n.ronth. They frequent the salt marshes ancl

beaches.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. V. pl. 3r5.

I I
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CEARADRIUS FUL y"U., rAR. I,'IRGINICUS. (Gxt.) Bartt-

GoLDEN Pro!riR.

At{tr lt Mnlc. - Above, spcclilcd with yellorvish or gr.alish i

beJorv, rvhite, shaded and mottlcd rvith gray; tail, ashy broln, irrlper-

fectly barrcd uith gray; n.rillnry y'ltutrts, gtoy.

Lengtlr 9.ro, wing 6.60, tail 2.6o, tarsus r.7o, bill .95.

The Golden Plover occasionally visits the Bahamas. Mr. N. B.

Moore states that he procured two specimens at Long Island, Octo-

ber 8, the only ones observed by him. On several occasions I
observed what'I believed to be this species, but was unable to pro-

cure a specimen. It frequents the marshes. It may be easily

distinguished in any plumage from the preceding by the coloration

of the axillary plumes.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. V. pl. 316.

,DGIALITIS VOCIFER{.,-5. (Li x-)

KTLDEER PLovER.

Wintr Phtmagc, ll'folc. - Above, dark olive-brown ; throat, rvhite,

contir.ruing in a bancl aror:nd the neck, cdged belol' rvith black;

narrow upon the back, and broad upon thc upper palt of tl.re breast,

r9

J

a

ffi

r45



146 BIRDS OF TI-IE BAH.{TIA ISI,AX*DS.

the black band of the breast again succeedecl by onc of rvhite,

shading into the color of the bacl< upon thc sides, and tl.rat, in tr.rrn,

by still another band of black reaching to the rvings, the feathers of

the latter eclged rvith rvhite; forcl'read, rvhite, the band touchir.rg thc

eyes ancl succeeded by a black bar across the crorvn; a supcrciliary

linc of tau-r.ry rvhite reachir-rg nearly to the nape; r:ncler parts, rvhite;

r1rmp, orange-brorvn; tail-feathcrs, except the ccntral, r'hite (at tips),

orange, ancl blacL in turn, becon.ring rvl.rite again at thc base; pri-

maries edged and, except the first trvo, tippecl ri,itl-r whitc ; second-

aries, r.nostly, and coverts tippecl uitlr rr'1rite, fornring a bar.

Length ro, u'ing 6.5o, tail 3.8o, tarsus r.5o, bill .3o.

The I{ildeer Plover is an abunclant rvintcl visitant, {reqr-renting

the fields ancl marshes. One morning, u,hile shooting rqron Nor-

man's Key, I killed a bircl o{ this species, l'hich fell about tr,cnty

yards from me; but it had harclly touched the grouncl before a large

Harvk, rrhich l had not before obselved, sl,oopecl suddenly clorvn

upon it, and seizcd thc dcad bircl in his talons, but rq;on leceiving

the contents of my second barrel, rvhich, unfortunatelv, containcd

small shot, he dr-opped the liloler and rnade off, in a dazed sort of

manner, probably very nuch astolrisl.red at his reception.

Dr. Bryant found it very abundant during the l'inter. Some

ferv birds remain in thc Bahamas throughout tl.re year, and probably

breed, as I have taken spccimens in June in full breeding plun-rage.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., VoI. V. pl. 3r7.
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EGIALITIS l|lLSONlUS. (Ord.)

'Wrr-so.-'s Ploven.

I,l/ittter Phnnqe, iltnl,:.- Above, ashy bros'n; forchead, rvhite'

extencling iuto a failt superciliarl' stripe of dull black ou the crorvn;

throat, rvhite, contintting on thc sicles of the neck, nearly joir-ring

upon thc nape; a black pectoral band, the {eatllers cclgcd rvith s'hite'

becoming brorvn upott the sicles; unclel parts, rvhite; trvo central

tail-feathers, brorvu, the others slrorving ir.rcreasing markings oI

rvhite to the outer tail-ieathers, rvhiclr are rvhite; biil, black (large

ancl stout) ; lcgs, pinkish. Female and immatltre birrls I'rave the

pectoral bancl brorvn, ancl no black on tl.re head'

Length 7',15, rving 4.6o, tail r .9o, tarsus t ' r 6, biil '9o'

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. V. P1' 3t9'

The Wilson's Plovcr is a t'esident, and very abunclar.rt' gener-

a111, frequenting the 1ong, oper.r beaches' Wc four.rcl it cotlmon on

Andros Island, rvhere it rvas tat.ne ar-rcl ntlsttspicious' I also occa-

sionaily observecl it aiong the shotes o{ the inland salt ponds'

Ir.rcubatior-r comlllences about IIay r5. On NIay z7 I procured

the cggs of this species near Nlathe\Ystown' Inagua' The nest

was simply a slight cleplcssion in tl.re sancl, and contained three

e.,!rs- \vhich rr-erc ttrritc lt'eslt.

,
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IDGIALITIS SEIIIPALMAI-US. (81.\

RtNc-NEcI{ED PLovER,

Ad lt Mn/e.- Bill short ancl stout, of ar-r orange-yellorv color,
tippcd rvith black ; lcgs, ,r'ellorvish ; toes, semipalnate ; abovc, gray-
ish brorvn, rvith coronal ancl pectoral bars of dark brorrn; eyelids,

crange.

Length 6.75, rving 4.5o, tail 2.35, tar.sr-rs .8o, bill .4o.

Tl.ris Plover occasionally visits thc islands, but I do not think it
is ever at all comr.non. Dr. Bryant, in his list, gives it as ,,common

until X,Iay." It is gregarious, ancl is generally to be {ound in small
flocks frecprenting thc open bcaches.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. V. pl. ;zo.

EGIALIT-IS MELODUS- (Ont.)

PrprNG pLovER.

. Winler Pltruaga, tt{ale. - Abo:,e, paie ashy brotn; tl.rroat and
band alour.rd the neck, rvhite; forehead, l.hite, the color of the l:ack
extendir.rg upon the sicle of tl.re breast; unclcr parts l,holJy ltite;
quills, brou,n ancl nhite; tail, clarh brorvn, nith rvhitc bascs ancl tips;
outer ones, rvhite.

Length 7, rving 4.8o, tail z, tarsus .go, bill .44.

t
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The Piping Plover is abundant throughout the Bahamas dur-

ing the winter, and I procured specimens as late as June 5,

although at that date they were much less common than in rvinter.

I believe that some feiv remain throughout the year, and of course

breed; 'but I was unable to ascertain this to be a fact. Dr. Bryant

gives it as abundant, and " resident throughout the year." It is a

.social little species, and is generally to be found in flocks frequent-

ing the open beaches.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. V. pl. 3zr.I
x
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FAM. HEMATOPODIDA.

OYSTER CATCHERS, Erc.

i

Tcthrn,

Loml Narue.- Sea Pie.

[4/itter Phnmgq Malc.- Heatl antl neck blackish or very dark

brol,n; back, brorvn; lorier part o{ breast ancl rest of under parts,

shite; eyelids, runp, tips of rving-covcrts, part of secondaries, and

' basal portion of the tail-feathers, rvliite; bill, orange, darkening at

the tip (in summer clccp recl) ; legs, {lesh-color.

Length r 7.4o, rving ro.o5, tail 4.35, tarsus 2.3o, bill 3.5o.

The Oyster Catcher is a rather conlrron resident. It lnal'be

founcl frequenting thc beaches or snrall sancl-bars, l'hich ar:e eqrosed

at lorv tirle. It l'as conrnron or) ,,\n(lros Is]ancl in Jenrrir'1', antl rerl'

tame. A ferv s,ere seen at Inagna in Jr.tne, but I did not srtcceed

in finding its eggs. Di. Bryant, horvever, states that it is a rcsident,

and brecds in the Bahanras.

HE]'TATOPUS ?ALLTATUS

oYsrER CATCHER.

,
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This species constr Lrcts no nest' the eggs beiug upon thc sand in

, u;;,; aip,.*io' -*:,'{}:i:';:':::,:J,::'J:'l- :[ Ti]
in my cabinet agrce rvith Arctuoon s ";r.;"t.,;;' 

is rve1l knon'n to

cream-color' spottc<l rvitl-r dark brorvn' This bird is rv

,n" ,nnrbt,"ntt by the nanre o{ Sea Pie'

Fig. Auci' Ilds' N' A'' Vo1' V' pl' 324'

I
STREPSILA S'*7gn1'Pg5' (Linx)

TuRNsroNE'

I 'irttcr PlurttLtgc' J1alr' - Abose' light' streaked and dashed rvith

clark brorvr.r; a' imperfect *,,i ;1 "':,:]TT:::;[ i::iTI'
chin ancl uPuer: Part' u":,1:,tt1::,;J;; 

banrl on the *ing;

rest of the unclet' parts' rvlad 
patch of black on thc upper tail-cos-

rurnp, shite. lrut r[ith a]'rro . -r r.."rl 
'ei[ 

of t1c irrner featlters,

crtsl tril, tla'l; bt'ou'rr''n". tllr=" 

"",.r' 
,"",,.'".., rshite; legs, rcddish

aucl nearly trvo thirds oI

orange; bill' black'

Length 8'65' wing 5'7o' tail z'6o' tarsus I' bill '95'

.rhe Turnstone, rvhile passing the rvinter ': 
t']", 

:"*n' 
becomes a

,",, i,o"*., ,""1-* :.:';'*U:: f:::'i|,:'$J#:J" I:
in the irabit ol seeing uPc

)

I
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no longer shorvs the varied coln." nf t.:- -. ,. , ,
as cru, corored 

". ,;";,;;;"::':;::: l':,ffif:Ti.:il,,o;::ffithe I3ahamas durirrg the u.
A ferv remain ;;ril.,;;", ::ter' 

frequenting the long' open beaches'

assume their harlequinJike 
er part of April' and havc then begun to

that on April 
";;:';;..:""stumes 

once nrore' Dr' Bi1'ant states

f,,ll ,p;;;;,',,"r; 
ooserved a flock on Green Kcv ,r,in ,""r.'u,

. fig. aud. Bds. N. A., Vot. v. pl. 323.



BIRDS OF TIIE 8,,\ I I,{I{,A, ISI-ANDS. r53

FAM. RECURVIROSTRID.IE.

STILTS, Erc.

EIMANTO?US NIGRICOLL$, VhiI.

STTLT.

Adult ,4.ta/e. - Top of the head, including the eycs ancl nape,
back, and ivings, black; rcst of the plun.rasc, l.hite; tail, gral,ish;
legs, pink; bill, black; iris, orangc. Immature birclb have the .
upper plurnagc brot nislr.

Length r3.5o, n'ing 8, tail 2.7o, tarsus 4.2o, bill 2.75.

As the sumrner aclvanccs, these biids bccorne very abundant,
freqr"renting the salt ponds and marshes rvith ivhich these islancls

abound. At Inagua, almost cvery pool rvas tenanted by one or
more of thern, and during the month of June they rvere evidently
breeding; but although l searcl.rcd carcfully for the nest, I never
had tlrre good fortune of finding it. The nest is a rough construc-
tion, and gencrally contains four eggs. While flying the Stilt
prcsents a curious appearance, rvith its long legs trailing behind it
after tl.re manner of tl.re hcrons. Its note is loud and sharp, and is
generally utteled rvhile flying.

20
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Gosse gives an intcresting account of this specics' He savs:

" This bcar"rtiful and sir.rgular bircl first fell under my obscrvation in

Deccmbcr. It rvas s acling in thd rvatel of Crab Pond, picking fronr

thc I.unrl at the bottom rvith tl.re beak, the u'ater reaching not quite

half-n'ay np the tarstts. It did not feel rvith the beak in thc manner

of thc Snipe, but struck at tl-re prey that caught its e1'c as it rvalkecl

rvith the ltcacl ercct. 'Ihe staten.rer.rt of Cuvier that lvalking is pain'

iul to the bircl, is as contrary to {act as to reason' This spccir.r.rcn

rvas rvalking in the shallorv firrlrly enough, and evcn rvhen shot in

one lcg so as to break it, it stoocl {or some tiuc on thc othcr in a

{irm, crect attitudc, the brolien limb being held up an<l dangling'

" 'I'hree rvcre shot at Blucfield's Creek, on tl.re t st of IIay, in thc

evcning, oltt of a large flock that l-ere rvading on the littlc bar at

the mouth, and t'ere brought to ne. Onc, s'hicl.r hacl the l ing

broken, rvas alive and otheru'ise unllurt. 1t rarl actively enough,

rvithout the slightest vacillation, tatriing long striclcs; but rvhctr it

rvas on its bellv it could not get on its legs \\'itllottt hclp, sprart'ling

about rvith operrccl s'ings; it is cluite likell', horvevcr, that this ras

owing to one rvittq bcing rendered rtselcss' for in attctlllting to risc,

I pcrceivecl it alrval's tlicd to balance by opcning ancl cxtcnrling

horizontally the t'ings. It frequentlv stopped abruptlr', essal'ccl

to go on and stopped again, in that hesitating mautter conttrtotr to

the Plovers ; and, like thcm, it often .jerkccl the l.rcacl up aud dorvn.

Its usual attitude rvherr star.rding still tvas l'ith the neck sl.rorteneci

so that the hcad projccted from betrveeu the shoulclcrs, tlic l>cak

pointing obliciuely dorvnwards, and tlie hirrder parts of thc bocly a

II
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little elevated. Norv ancl then it lifted one foot, and helcl it clangling

behincl the otl.rer for a feiv seconds. Once or trvicc I sas, it pick at
ti.re floor, and probably it took a stlall inscct, Its cr1', ti,hich rvas

uttered orrcc or tr.r'icc, l,as a shor-t clonl', lc: :,d,l.rarsh, and abrupt. . . .

l'hc stonraclrs o{ these contained a ferv snrall shclls, Turbo :.nd
t\rcrita; two u,hich liobinson dissecterl contained ,akind ol Conru-
a lz tnoni s,' probablv P la n orl is."

Wilson statcs that tl.re lcgs are ,,cxceedinglv thin, ancl so flclible
that thev r.nay be bent considerablv rvithout danger of breaking.,'
In this hc is l'::ong, as tbc legs, although very slender, are firm ancl

strong.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. VI. pl. 35a.

a
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I

FAM. SCOLOPACID.IE.

SNIPES.

GA LLIA,:I G O LI,-IL.S Ot\t/. ( t rlnn.)

WTLSoN's SNIPE.

LVitier Plutmgt, tlFtk. - Bill longcr than heacl ; crown, black,

ri'ith a tarvny stripe through thc centrc; upper parts varied u.ith

brorvnish rvhite, tarvnl', and black; chin, s'hite; neck and brcast,

rrottled broivn and rvhite; fcathers of the sides, u,hite, beautifully

banclcd rvith brorvn, becoming clarkcr under the rvin.gs and very

much finer or.r tlie flanks ; l;clly, rvhitc; primaries ti1;ped s.ith l.hitc ;

crissum streaked ri,itli brotvrr and tarvny; tail, black, barrecl rvith

chestnut, black and rvhite at the tip.

Length rr, rving 5.ro, tail 2.6.1, tarsus r.2o, bill :.5o.

During the rvinter months tlie Wilson's Sr.ripe bcconres abr:nclant

in some localities, frequcr.rting marshl, gtound. Ncar thc Southcm

Bight, Andros Island, s,e found then-r colnmon during the r.nonth of

January. While rvalking througir rnarshy s1:ots on many o{ the

other islands \i.e often observed places ri'here they had eviclcntly

been boring, but as a rule, but ferv bircls \\iere seen. Like others

of its fanily, it is rrigrator-y, ancl none rer.nain durirg the summer.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. V. pl. 35o.

a
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MACROR IIA MPHUS G RISE US. (Gtn.)

RED-BnEAsrED SNtPE.

Winter Plumage, Male.- Above, variegated with gray and brown,

some of the feathers sl.rorving indistinct tawny marks on the wings ;

throat and upper part of breast, grayish, slightly dotted *ith b.o*i,;

sides of the body, under rving-coverts, a-xillaries, and tail barred with

brown and white; belly, rvhite; bill, brorvnish black; legs, black.

Length ro.75, wing 5.6o, tail 2.5o, tarsus I.2o, bill 2.48.

On NIay u 7 I procurcd thrce bircls of this species ncar l\lath-

ervstown, Inagua. They still re taitlcd thcir s intcr 1ll-rmage, and

rvere it.t company ivitl.r several Sar.rclpipers. Thcy s'ere evidcntly

migrating.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. VI. pl. 35I.

EltE UNETES P USILLUS. (Linn.)

SE}TIPALMATED SANDPTPER.

Summer Phnage, Mal,.- Above, variegated with biack, brown,

and white; under parts, rvhite, more or less faintly marked with

dusky lines on the breast and throat; bill and feet, black' Always

easily recognized bf its sn.rall size and semipalmated toes'

a
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lI/iultr Plumoge, Male. - Abor.e n.rostly ashy gray, shorving
much ivhite.

Length 6.2o, rving 3.8o, tail r.6o, tarsus r, bill r.ro.

This little Sandpiper is a l,inter resident, ancl quite abunclant.
It frcquents the open beaches, and is generally met tvith in flocks.
I procr-rred specirnens as late as N[ay z7 at Inagua, ancl observecl it
upon two occasiolrs afterrvards. None t,ere seen after June 5.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. V. pl. j36.

TRINGA L(INUTILLA. ti.it.
I-EAST SA\DprpER.

LIlit kr Phnmgc, tJIok.- Above, asli1, grar., streakccl anrl nrot-
tled tith brorvn; darkcst on the heacl and back; sidcs of the heacl

ancl a band ovcr tlie upper part of the breast, inclucling part of thc
tl.rroat, palc ash, faintly mottlecl t'itl.r brou,n; upper 1;ar.t of thc throat
and rest of tl.re under parts, l'hite; prinraries ancl tail, clarl< brou.n:
a very small spccies.

Length 5.55, rving 3..1o, tail r.9o, tarsus .7o, bill .go

' This little Sandpiper is one of the rrost abundant rvintcr iis_
itants. They are vcry social in clisposition, ancl are generally to bc
found in large flocks frequenting t)rc open beaches.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vot. V. pl. 337

E
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breast

brorvn ;

I TRINGA MACULA TAa Yitil.

PECToRAL SANr)PIPaR,

TRINGA BONAPARTET. Schl.

WHITE-raurtl,LED SAIiDPIPER.

Afu/t lhh. - Bill ancl feet, greenish ; chin, rvl.rite ;

heavilv streakecl s'ith gra1,; upper tail-coverts vely clark

a large spccies.

Lentth S.25, ri.ing 5.15, t:ll:sus r.r2, bill r.ro.

I inclucle this species on the authority of Mr. N. B. i\{oore,

rvho states that he procured several specimens at Fortune Island,

August 5. I have never niet with it in the Baharnas.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. V.pl.S5S

A,{u1/ ,'l[a/t:. - l]ill aucl feet, black, the fon.ner beconiing rcrldish

at tlic base of the los'cr nrandible; abovc, mottled ancl streaked rvith

rufous, dark broln, and ashv in sLrnrmer, aslty ancl pale brolvn in
l'inter; bclorv, s1;ottcrl finelv on the bleast ancl throat; belly, u'hite,

sides stre a'ke d ; rtn!, zt/tilc. The s hitc up1:er taii coverts are a

fcature bv which it nray' be casi)y distin.guishecl.

Lcngth 7.2o, rving 4.6o, tail :.4o, tarsus .96, bill .96.

E
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The White-rumpled Sandpiper is a regular rvinter visitant,

although not very comr.non. On XIav z 7 I killed trvo birds of this

species in a salt pond near l,lathen storvn, Inagua. None ryere

observed later.

Fig. ALrd. IJds. N. A., Vol. V. pl. a:5.

CAL|DRIS AREA'ARII, (Lira )

SAl,lDERLIxc.

ll'iulr Plunmge, ]l[,th.- Above, ash and t,hite; undcr parts,

rvhite; tail, e\cept the ccntral feathers, light ash or dull rvhite;

primaries sith dark edgcs and tips; seconclaries nearly rvhite; bill
and {eet, black; no hind toe.

Length 7.45, s.ing 4.5o, tail :.:o, tarsus r, bill .98.

The Sanderling is probablv a rather scarce tviuter visitant. I
n.ret rvith it only once, on January 9, ncar Hat k Nest, Andros

Island, ivhere I procured tlrrec specitlens. It frecluents tlie beaches

and salt marshes.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., VoI. \r. pl. 338.

I

TOTA A'US SE,VI1"1 L,1t.1'fL-5. GIII.

lVILLET.

Winler Pluntage, Mala- Above, brol'nish, feathers mottled and

barred rvith brown and dull white; undel parts, rvhite, finely barred
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rith brorvn, almost obsolete on the be1ly and crissurn; axillary

plunres, brorvn; chin and upPer part of throat, rvhitc; two thirds of

primarics, rvhite; tail, ivhite, becoming bros'nish at the encl'

Length r.1.5o, wing 7.5o, tail 2.75' tarsus, 2.25, bill u'25'

Upon our arrival at Inagua I four.rcl this species very abundant,

and eviclcntly prcparing to breed. Incubation commences about

1\1lay r5, ancl at that date they have.all repailed to thc inlancl salt

poncls. Thrce or four eggs are depositecl on a mat ol grass or

ivcccls, slightly raised fron'r the ground. It is interesting to note the

curious l.rabit rvhich the Willit has of lighting on the branchcs of

trees, \Vhile hunting for the nest I have often scen them perched

uporr a branch, uttering a sliort, sharp note, seemingly much agitatcd

at mv plcscnce. \Yc founcl it abundant on many of the islands'

espcciallv do at Inagua and Abaco.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. V. pl' 3'17.

7 OT,.!.YUS IVELA)\'OLEUCUS. G t.

GREATER YELLolv-LEG.

Artrt/t ,4Ialc - Bill. straight ; abovc, ashv, specklecl r'ith black

ancl t'hitc I bclorv, thite, sometimes specklcd, ancl faintly barrcd

rr,ith 'l-,r'otlnish ; rtpper taii-coverts, rvl.rite, barred rvith clark brown;

tail barred rvith grlv.

I-cngth I:.5o, l'ing 7, tail .3, tarsus 2.56, bill :.to.

I
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.'\lthough not abunclant, this rvcll-knori.n species is by no ureans
uncommon clur.ing the wintcr ntonths. Speciurcns l-ere occasionally
taken until June 9, after rr-hiclr none l.cre observecl. I ncvcr sarv
more than onc or ttvo at a tirne, ancl tl.rey l.cre ahvays shy. They
frcrlucnt the open ntarshes ancl shoies of thc salt ponds.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. \r. pt. 3+5.

TO.I-ANUS FLA VIpES Gu

YELLolv_LEc.

.'ldr lftlc. - Reser.nbles llfe/attolcucus, but is much srrraller;
coloration almost prccisely the same.

Length rr, rving 6.o5, tail 2.5o, tarsus r.65, bill r.7o.

This present species is inclucled on the authoritv of [,Ir. N. I].
I'Ioore, tvho states tltat he observecl thenr at Forturre Island ancl
Inagua. I obscrved ts.o bir:cls rvhich l believecl to be of this species,
at Ilird Rock, Acklin Islancl.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. V. pl. 3++.

I.

a

TRI.\COIDES )IA CLtn Rt L.S. (Lint.)

SporrED SA\DrtpEt.
I

trVinlo. Pluntas, ,4./a/c.- Above, olive, bcconrins. sliqhll,y 1r..*..
on the head; fcathers of fhe coverts cclsccl \\'ith brou,n ancl a vcry
faint Iinc of dull rvhite, shorving a slight greenish lustrc; carl:us
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mottled with white and brown: rhr^o+ -.r-.. _,
the sides of th" u.",.t ; 

-" 

;]i,; .TrlL,l.ll, ;::1'::,i11ilT:"7ing the eyelid; abdomen and crissum, ,"n,r", ..""rr"ries tipped,and inner primaries spotted rvith .vhite; lou.e, ,r""rri*, greenislr,becouring dark at the end.

Length 7.ro, rving 3.;5, tail 2.o5, tarsus .9.1, bill r.

. The Spotted Sandpiper appears to be a rather scarce residcntin-the Bahamas. But three specimens t.ere taken, _a solitary indi\:id.u.1l at Andros Islancl, Jan. 9, r S7o, a,cl t*,o 
'n".. 

Br..l Ro.L,Acklin Island, in nlay of tl.re sanre 1.ear. ft i. f"r.ifrf. that thelatter specinrens u.ere ntigrating from some of the rno." soritlternislands, and had rnerely touched at the Ilahamas o, tt.,"i. u.ay uorth,i, rvhich case it courd onry be consicrercd as a *,inter visitant.

Fig. Aud. Ilds. N. A., Vot. V. pt. 3.1:.

l
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FAM. TANTALID.E.

SPOON BILLS

PLAT'ALEA A7A7A' Lrntt,

SlooNBlLL'

16+

Adult Male.-Bi1l spoon-shapecl' flat ancl thin; ab.ove' r:osy red'

r,i,l.riter.ring torvarcls tl.re neck; lcsser rving-coverts' crinsol-t; t'ttlcler

f "r,., rr,lU, rvhitening on the be11y ; heacl' 
'bare' o{ a greenisl.r color'

.n-r,t* a clark stripc at thc L:ase of the skull; tail' orangc-brorvn;

t.g., pi-rrt ; Ieet, black, rvith tor:cires of pink; iris' red ; yottng bilds
I

are grayish white.

Length :6.5o, rving r4, tail 5, tarsus 3'50, bill 5'75'

This cr.rrious ancl beautiful spccies is abuudant at L.ragtla' fre-

quer.rting the large inlancl salt laLes thicir abound on that island'

in", .r* very shy, ancl their brgqdins--piaces cxceeclingly clifficr'rlt to

get at. They are cor.rsidered excellent eating b'v tlle neqroes l had

several cookecl, and for'rncl tl.retn quite goocl' thc flesh having a

pcculiar but not unpleasant flavor' I rvas tolcl by an old ncgro'

rvho clain-red to have penctratecl sotne c'listance into the une-rplorccl

' portions of Inagua, t{.rat the Spoonbill \Yas very abundant arcl tame

in sone of the sn.rall poncls in the interiol of the isiand' The inhab"

I
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itants say that iucubation commences about June r. l\(ost of the
.specimcns taken during the month of June rvere in full breeding
plurrage. 'fl.re nest is sirnply a rough construction of sticks, gen-

erally built on the rnangroves, in ir hicl.r the {emale cleposits tlo, anrl

accordiug to somc rvriters, three eggs, rvhich are of a dull rvhite

color.

Fig. Aud. IJds. N. A., Vol. VI. pl. 362.
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FAM. ARDEID,IE.

HERONS.

ARDEA HERODIA"9. Lir,n.

GREAT BLUE HERON,

Loca/ Nante. - Arsr.ricker.

. Adult Mab.- Above, grayish blue ; neck, grayish browr:, witl'r

a white line on the throat; head, b1ack, havir.rg a rvhite patch on the

{orehead; below, rnostly white and black, son.retimes streaked rvith

brorvn; edge of the wings and feathers of the leg shou'ing orange,

brown, and gray ; bill, yellorv ; legs, greenisl.r ; iris, yellow.

Length 48, rving zo, tail 7, tarsus 6.5o, bill 5.5o.

This species is a courtnon rvinter visitant. ancl perhaps a resiclcnt.

During its stay it nral be frecluently inet tlith on the beaches or in

thc small inlar.rd poncls, but it is extrernely t'atchfr"rl and clifficLtlt

to apprcracl.r. The flesh. of this bircl is considercd a great delicacy

by the inhabitants.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. VL pl. 369.

I
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A liDE"l EGRETTA' Grtt'

CREAT lvslrE EGRET'

Wirtfer P htmaga, ,4[atc.-General color' pure tvhitc; bill atd

q,es, yellozu ; fed aul lcgs, bl't '

Len.gth 38, rving 16, tarsus 5.8c, bill 4'8o'

I include tl-re Great White Egret on the authority of Dr' Bryant'

$'ho remarks tl'tat a " fna were seut"" I have never met with it in

tl.re Bahantas.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. VI' Pl' 37o'

ARDEA CANDIDISSLVA, Tacg in'

LlrrLE WsrrE EGRET.

Adttlt ,l[alt. - Pure rvhite ; along occipital a crcst of fcathers'

arrd also clorsal plur.nes ; bill, black, yellorv at tl.re base ; lcgs' bla*'

1tllozr bthind; tocs, yellorv; iris, yellorv'

Lcngth u z, rving rt, tarsus 3 5o, bill 3'

Dr. Ilryant says of this specics' that ft is rnoie abundant tl.rar.r

tlrdca. cgt'clht. I have included it upon his authority'

Fig. Autl' Ilds' N. A', Vol' VI' pI 374'

dI
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-1,(bEA LE ucocA-rrR-4 L,_t R- LEL-co"Ry-v_\-; (Cttt.) (Liclt/.1

LoLrlsrdNA IJERoN

1RDE.1 C j/_t _\'IROSTI|/5.. Cory.

INAGUA HERoN.

I

Atlult Mole.-Bil| lloc/t aru{ !e/lo-.Lt; bare spacc in front of the
eye, )/t://oz.t; general plunrage, above slaty blue; crcst, l.eclc.lish pur_
plc, r:ixccl u,.ith dull rvhite; throat, white, mi\ed $,ith chestnut,
hcavicst on the lower part, tl-re ivhole continuing clor.vn the front of
the ncck; under parts, lvhite; undcr tail-coverts slightly ccl.qed r.vith
bluish; legs, yellorvish green; iris, rcd.

_ Length :5, rving ro.50, tail 3.5o, tarsr-rs a, bill 4. (Irlorida
"kin.)

I ]rxve n(vcr taken this bird irr rlrr.-Belranras, xncl hare thcrr,forc
incluclccl it on the autl.rority of trIr. N. B. nloore, l.ho .qii.cs it in his
list as occurring on Fortune Island. \\,irile on .\nclrJs Islancl clur"
ing the latter part of Janr-rary, I observed trvo birds x.hich I bclievecl
to be of this species, but was unable to approach l_ithin shot of thcnt.

Fig. Aud. Ilds. N. A., Vol. VL pt. 373.a

Adnlt,l{a/e.-General
sla te.color ; c rest ancr r"." ;,'T:'H;, I,fi ,]i: 

t 

;':";;;,,.,.1"1:::lith rvhite; throat, u,hitc, mixed l.ith reclclish bros,n, narrou.ing

I

-
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clorvn the front of the neck; ttucler parts, \rltite; 1umP, white, con-

ccalcd by the pale pnrplish plumes of the l:ack; tail ancl rvings, slaty

blue, the outer feathcrs o[ the former somervhat palc at thc base;

nrore than li:nnlual third ol [i/l bIack, the rtsl s/;1t 6he, sloding ittto

lilac at the basc, the latt6r color extending to the eye; lcgs, slat*

co/ot,; iris, r.'ed,. I

I

'l'his species is very nearly alliecl to A. btco.gostra uat'. leuro-

1t'-y trzo, the main point of cliffcrence betrvccn then being in the bill.

Thc plumage of thb Bahatla bixl is also sot.trervhat dalkcr, a r.rcl the

" lcgs ancl feet slate-color. 'fhcsc {eatures Nere constlnt in cvery

spccir.nen taken. 'l'hat this coloration of thc l.lill is not simply

clurir.rg a high stagc of plttnragc is showt.t by thc {act t}rat Audu'

bon ancl othcr t'riters rvho lottncl the Louisiana Heron brccciir.rg,

clcscribecl the bill as black ancl 1'ellol'. Dr-rring the sumnler trouths 
". 

*
thcse bircls \\icre \:ery abuttclatrt at Itragrta, aucl ttpotr our arrival in

X{a1., lve {ouncl thetn brecding irl lerge cotnmttnjties near l{oller

K.r. 11,".' u"r. lt,',l lt xll sllr. rttd tll 1,.n.u,ta,l I lerge tlttnrber o[

specit.uens, al1 of l'hich had thc sarnc peculiar cololatio of the bill'

Thc ncst is a rottqh coustntctiotr o[ sticks, generally built rvithin a

ferv fect of the $atel', and contair.ts from trvo to {our eggs o{ a I
,rr

pale blue color. None tvere observed on atlY of tlre other islands,

. 
although I lookeci carefully for it everynhelc.

Length 24, wing ro, tail 3, tarsus 4, bill 4;35

tt

I

I

l1
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ARDEA'RUFA, Bodd.

REDDISH EGRET,

I,Vurlcr Plunias.e, ,\ftt/c. - Slaty gra1,; heacl and neck bclow,
broln; an occipital crest of the sar.ne color; Iores, flesh-color; iris,
ivhitc; bill, black on the terminal haif, like the lorcs at tl.re l:ase;
Iegs, Jrluish. Imnature plumage entirely rvhite or slaty gray; legs,
greenish; soles of the feet, yellorv.

Lcngth 29, r,ing r4, tail 4, tarsus 5.3o, bill 3.9o.

There is a great clifference in the plur.nage of young ancl olcl
birds; sor.ne adults are l'hite, rvhile some yorlng birds are colored;
but tl.rese are erceptions.

'Ihe Reddish Egret is a residcnt, and r.nnch more abundant than
any otirer species of its fantil),. Incubatior.r coulmences about May
r5. The nest is a rougl.r structlire, composecl of sticks looscly put
together, and built in the los'er branches of the nrangroves close to
the rvater. On June 25, I procured two l,oung ltircls from the sarne
Dest, one ?l/.rc zu/nte a:ncl the othe r g;.a1,. Neither of thent rvas then
able to fly. The rvltite or.re appearccl to be a rveak little thing, and
died a fen, days afteru,ards; but his brotirer soon gainccl strength,
grerv finely, and is at the present time.rvell ancl ltearty, eats cluanti_
ties of fish, and amuses itself by chasing stray dogs out of tlte yard
in rvhich it lives.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. VL pl. 37r.

T
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ARDEA C,'t: R LrLL/tr ' Lin"'

T.rrrl-E Dr,uti fllrltoN.

.4 RDE.1 filiESCl')'\"f ' f-itttr'

GRli!:x IIF:lloi'

r7 |

T

Adttlt .lltale.-Slaty blue' shading into ptlrple on tl.re heacl and

neck; bill, blue, bccornilrg clark at thc cud; lcgs' black' Immature

plurr.rage, pure \\'llite, generally shol ing a tiuge of blue usually on

tlre prirrraries; /qs, grunis/t bhc ; tots' lltllow'

Length about 2 3, \\'ilrg I l, tarsus 3''60'

Thc Little Blue Hcron is abunclant cluring the s'ir.rter' All the

specimcns taken s'ere young bilds ir.r thc rvhile plunrage; no adults

\\'cre seen. Dr' Br1'ant rcgartls this bird as " tlle most coll'lllloll

,p".i", of Heron. From the natrtrc of the keys' atrd the general

, abscnce of marsh grounds, I hatl bccn iecl to su1:pose that birds of

this fantily lvould be rare, but tltis u'as by no means the case'"

None rvere talien clurir.rg the stttl.tmcr' althouch I thought I sarv it

trvice ir.r J une.

Fig. Au<l. Ilcls N' A'' Vol' VI' pl' 37:'

I

I

ll'ittltr Pluttut3t'. 'l['rh'- '-]tt ottiltita/ rrtsl of furl 'qrult ; reck'

chcstnut; throat rlllrliecl hcavilr' tith rvhitc; uncler parts pale

purplish ol' xsli)', nralkecl l'ith l'hitc; back' grcenisll' shon'inq tinge
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of slate-color; rving-coverts, grecn, feathers edgecr rvitrr rufous-rvlri te ;carpus edgecl I.ith. r.vhite; tail, greeriish ; r,ppcr n.,anclible, black;lorver lrandible, mostly yellorv; legs, ycllowish g.ee,r; rqrper breast_feathers len.q-thenecl into a sort of plurne, co\rering a bare spacc.

Length r6, rving 6.5o. tail :.4o, tarsus r.g5, bill :.3o.

An abundant rcsidcqf, frecluentint the rrarshes ancl snrall inlandpoois. Wc forr nd thcrrr
mences about nray ro .;I;iil:;T ;:i:::T, :Hi::':i;H:
ncsts, which I founcl cor
i nrancr rakc. rrre nes t,. l:d:'""i:,:::,:T:1-.:::l l::l:;:,:l;put together-, 'Ihe eg,gs are ft.onr thr.ee to four in nurnber, of a palebluish green color.

Gosse, in t riting of tl.ris sPecies, sa).s, ,, The flight bf all theI{erons is flagging ancl laborious. I havc bec,r ar.,u."d to ."e ,Huutuing-bird chasing a Hcron, _ tire minutenesr
sir.ift,ess of the one clntrasti,g strar.rgcly *,ith the .:rIL J:::;and rrrrl.icldy rnotion of
to restrain his po,ver.s ,"""",011'il 

",:ll; H"J:.,.,,T..il,j;:j
. around him. ar.rd peckin. at hiur lil<e o.e of the,r;;i-t,,;;;::,';;

Drake or Fr-eil:isher- pe1;pr:ring orc .f the. Lrnr'ickly galleons of t'eill-{ated Aruracla. Nol, a:tcl thcn, hotycr.er, I har.e ,,otice.l thisand other spccies of Hcron inter.mit tlris laborious rrotion, and sailsniftly and gr.acefully on balancecl_ s.ings, particula.ly when inclinir.rgtheir flight torvards the eartl.r. \\rhen s,oundecl .o'n, to be unableto fly, the Green Bittern seehs to escape by .unning,.ltrich it does

I

I

-
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sNiftly, tlre ncck prolecterl horizor.rtallv' uttering a lorv cluctri at

intcn'als. Its orclinary call, often utterecl from the nlorasses atrcl

nlangrove s\r.rmPst is a loucl screatl' har-sh at.rc1 guttural' In eacl.t

,p".in.,"n that I <lisscctccl thc stomach \Yas enormous' occupying the

whole lcngth ancl breaclth of thc body' It usually is fonnd clistended

n itlr tlie larvc of libctlnltrta md dlli'itto and rvith lresh-rvater

pra\\'ns, 'fhc lattcr liC in thc stonrach alrvavs in the sanle rvay' r'iz"

ioulrl".l ttp, thc hcacl ancl tail poil.rting fonvards' t'he only l'ay in

rvhich they coulcl l:c srvallorved t'ith sa{ety'"

Irig. Aucl. Ilds. N. A', Vol' VI' pl' 367'

A'|'CTI-\RDE'1 WOLACEA (I-inn')

YELLo\\--cltoNliED NIGHT H IiRo\'

Locnl Arantc. - Golldcn.

I;l/ittlr Plurnrt.g'r,.i1[alt.- Heacl crestecl' and plumes of thc back

reaching bevoncl the tail; abovc' biuish gray; feathers o{ the back'

N ithbroacl black ccnttal stripcs; belo$' shos'ing rvhitishon the

abclotttcn; hcacl, black, a frontal patch of rvhite rvith rufotts tinge

cxtenclirtg into a long crcst; abote' a shcrter one of black; a lr'l.rite

,,rip" o,l thc chccks; edge of carpus, s,hite; iving-{eathers, dark

slorc, ,rith palc edgings; bill' black; feJt' black and yellowish'

Length about 23, iving r3''zo' tail 4' tarsus 3'7o' bill z'6o'



clozens of
standing on rocks and bushcs. OnI well advanced, but after a careful

eggs in good condi tion. It buitds a
of sticks, generally placed in a loiv bush,

in thc same bush. The eggs are frorl
a palc grcen color. No nest

I 'I'hc flesh of this bircl is

thc islands.

N. A., Vol. VI. pl. 364.

I-EAsr

back,

BrrrEIlN.

and tail, glossy greenish
of the n ing-coverts, chestnut;

neck and under
and shou.ing traces of

brolvn above', belorv yellow ;
legs, pale olive-green in front,

pale 1.ello*,.

I

I I

I
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The Least Bittern, althoueh occasioually found in flrc Bahanras,
can only be considered as a raro \risif,hi a -:-^.r^ - .

tike n ar Lakc cu n n i ngh 
"", 

I ;:T J,lil, j;,;l 1,i?,:r:':",,','J':,1, ilground, and rvhen,,flushccl ,, flics but a short clistance. A".u..ling
to Audubon, tl.re ncst is a fla
the gro,ncl or i' a ]orv u,,.,.,." 

tt't'"t''" of l'cccl ancl grass' l:Jaccrl on

s,hite coror, sc,.rcti',es .,,",,,,,*t:';i"',j;'lll,::: 
t" five eggs' or a tluli

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. VI. pl. 366.

I

-
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FA\,I. RALLID.€.

RAILS, Erc.

RALLUS LOI'GII|OS l'RlS' Rodtt'

CLAl,t'E1( ll,\lL.

Attutt Mau.-Above, olivcJ:ro\\'r1, nlottlcd with gray and ash;

a superciliary line an,l upper throat, rvhitish; tlnder parts' yellorvish

brorvn ; flanks and lining of thc win'r' gra1" barred sith t'hite ; tail'

brorl'n,

Length r4.5o, iving 5.:5, tail z'ro, tarsus t'85' bill z'o3'

I include this species on thc ar"rtlrority of Dr' Brl ant' as I l.rave

never met lvith it in the Baharnas' llr' Arthur Smitlr obscrved a

Iarge Rail in the neigiborhood of Nassatl, t'hicl.r nray perhaps have

been this bird.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. V' Pl' 3ro'

PORZ,IA'A CA ROLL\'.4, (Ltut)

CARoLINA RAIL.

trYintcr Plttttmg:, lIab.- Alxtvc, rcc'lclish brot n, strcakccl $'ith

black, and some of the fe athers tdgcd s ith rvhitc : tlanks antl 'linins

of the wings barrccl rvitl.r rvhitc arlcl clull black; abclolnerl, cluil rvhite ; ?
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a stripe of blach passing frorn the bill dorvn the centre of the throat'

but tiot reaclring the l]reast; rr.l-role of the breast, a cl.reck patch, and

superciliary lir.re, slate-color; crowr.l' chestnut' rvith a black stripe

thlough the centre; carpus eclged rvith s'hite; crissuu' rufous'

shading into rvhitish.

Length 7.75, rving 4.2o, tail z, tarsr'rs r'38' bill '75'

i

A regular lvintcr visitant, althougl-r by no means abundant'

Tl.re specin'ren describecl abovc l as take n in a small t.trarslt near

Long Bay I(cy, Anclros Islancl, J:ulualy l3' 'f rvo nrore \\iere seen

the follorving clay, ancl auothcr, a tlale' l'as ki1lecl -January zo'

Fig. Aucl. Bds' N. A', Vol' V' pl 3c6'

;ALLLTULA GALE-4TA (Lnltl )

FLoRTDA CAI'LINULE'

lt iLftt/e. - Heac1, neck, ancl utlcler parts' blackish' becoming

the belly; back, olive-brorvn; tail' clusLy; flanks stripecl

g cclgccl rrith rvhite; crissum, rvhitisl'r; bill' rvith frontal plate'

I

Adu

pale on

and rvin

recl, sotnetitles cclgecl rvith ycllorvish'

Length I3, rving 66o, tail 3'to' tarsus 2'

I inciude this species upon thc authority oi Dr' Bryant' who

clairns that it is " abunclant ar.rd resicler-rt the rvhole year'" It cannot'

be r.ery abunclant, for although l looked {or it carefully I never met

sith it on arrY o1. tlle i'lands'

Fig. Aud. Ilds. N' A, Vol' V' pl' 3o4'

23

I
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T

pOtpgyRtO ttLl R Z_INIC.4. (Lilu)
l,uRpLD C,\Lr_tNur,r:.

Aduh Ma/e.- Heacl, neck, and r.rnder parts, bluish purple,
grading into black on the bcl11,; above, olive; l.ins-coverts, bluish;
back, olive; crissunr, s.hite; fror.rtal plate of the lrilf, frfu.; bill, red,tipped rvith yellorv; legs, l.ellorv.

Length rr, rving 6.5o, tail 2.65, tarsus 2.3o.

Although very desirous of procuring this bcautiful bird, I have
never had the goocl fortune of seeing a living specinren. Dr. I3ryant
\\as tnore fortunate, and I includc thc s1;ccies on his authorit-r,. He
says, " I think that this bird must bc colrll)or); but I mct rvith butone specirnen." This Gallinulc, as rrcll as the prccecling s.pecies,
fr-ecluents the pools ancl inland 1;onds, gcncrallv lrrefcrring f.esh\\'ater. In Florida this s.pecies is much .urght nft"., and its skin
conrmands a high price.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. V. pl. 3o3.

FULICA t,|/ERIC;1,\-A

Coor.

Grx.

l[/ittlcr pluna,g.c, 
,4fit /c. _ Dar.k s]atc_color, bcconring gral.ish onthe abdo:len ; hcacl ancl necli, qlossy u"_t in.t, ;' olir,. ,.,nrking.upo. the back; cdge of ..ing a.cl cncls of scconrlaries, rvhite; biJl,

a



\ u,hite,nrarkedrvittrreddishblackontlreupper,andaspotoftl-re
san're near the end of the lower mandible; {eet' dark olive'

BIRDS OI.' THE BAIIAITA ISI.ANDS' r79

7.45, tail 2.3o, bill, from lower edge of
Length r4.75, rving

frontal plate, t.4o.

Although sorne birds of this specics remain in the Baharnas

through the summer, thcir numbers are greatly augmented in rvinter

by viJtants frorn tl.re Unitctl Statcs' They are very abundant' and

.t tir,", g..^ily u,lnoy the sportsuran by their inccssant clatnor as

he is ulakir.rg his rvay through' the srvanrps in searclr of rnore desir-

able game, ofteu frightening al'ay the obicct of his pursuit long

befo.c l,e has approachccl l'ithin shooting distance' Their flesli is

good, and much esteemed by the inhabitants' 'Ihcy are ger.rerally

iornd in flocks frequer.rting thc lakes ar.rcl ponds'

Fig. Aur1. Bcls' N' A', Vol' V' pl' 3o5'

T
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FAN{. PHGNICOPTERID..€.

FLAMINGOES.

PIIe,l'lCOt' fE R US RUBER. (Li tt.)

f-LAMI\co.

Loral Nlutte. 
- Fclimingo.

Adult llfule.- Entirc plunrage, scarlct; nrost o{ prinaries,
black; legs, lake-red; tenrinal half of bill, black; basal half of
lon'er nrar.rdible, orange; young nrales ancl fcnralcs are pa)cr.

Iength 52, rving r7, tail 6.5o, tarsus r2.5o, bill 5.25.

This beautiful species rvas at onc tinre r,cry abunclant througlt-out tl.re Bahama Islands; but of late 1.cars thcv have been so
persecuted by the inhabitants that at the Prcscnt tinre they are to befound in any nurnbers onry up.' thc inrantr Poncrs a,d nrarshes ofInagua and Abaco. They arc sraduall_y cl,r.ine off, or sccking sometnore inaccessible locality as 1.et unclistur.brcl by tirc prcscnce ofmankind, and in all probal:ility rvith thc n"rt ."nt,,ry thc Flanringowill be unknorvn in the Bahamas. .I,he 

inhal:itants find thcir brccd-ing-places and gather hunclrcds of thcir cges. 1.hcy kiil greatnunrbers of the young bircls befor.e they are able to Ily, ancl carry

')
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\ away nearly as many alive to sell. to Passing vcssels, nrost of rvhich

die from rvant of care. 'fhey are killed by hundlecls fo' illeit

feathers, and thus gradually tl.rcir ran'lis arc bcing thinned' until at

last the Flarningo, like the Doclo and thc Solitairc, uill bc a thing of

the past. The nest is a curiotls structure, cotnposed of clay and

mud, and fortnecl sotlrcrv}rat in thc shapc of a sugarJoaf' rfith a

slig'ht clepression on lhc top, in s'hich thcy de1:osii their eggs' '{t
tlie salt ponds of Inagua and Abaco they still breed in large

numbers, but the negrocs say that they arc beconling ferver and

{erver everv vear. Thc eggs are rvliitc, the shell being covered by

a chalky substance. While on the nest, this bird sits u'ith its legs

hanging dorvn on eithcr siclc, ancl it prcscnts A most ludicrous

appearance. I uas tolcl bv thc r.regroes that Flanlingoes are still

found on Anclros Island.

Fig. Aud. Bds' N. A., Vol. VI. pl' 375'
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FAM. ANATIDA.

DUCKS.

ANSER I{IZPERBORE tJS. po .

SNorv GoosE.

a

Adult ,4fa14- Entir.e plunage, pur.e rvllitc; primaries tippecl
rvith black; bill, rcd. As us.a1)y sec., the heacl sho*,s traccs of
reddish brol'n.

Length :9, rving r8, tail 5.5o, tarsus 3.2o, bill 2.4o.

I include the prcser.rt species provisionally, as tlrc inforntation
concerning its occurrence is ver_v meagre. Dr. Br,vant states that
"hc,u,as told by a gentlernan that, a ferv years prior to his visit, a
small flocli o{ rvhite or adult birds r.isited Inagua and rvcre all killecl
by tlre inhabitants," Hc includes it as Anscr certr.ltstetts, but rvitlt-
out doubt, if his information 'was correct, it should stand as the
present species.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. VL pl. 5Sr.
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DE,YDROCYGtYtl ARBOREA. (Lirx.)

TRriE DucK,

Local Nanze. - Whistling Duck.

trVtlrltr Phnragt'. - Hcarl, rvith black band on the crorvn, cot.t-

tinLring in narrorv stripes to thc nape; forchcacl and or,er the eye,

ledclish brot,n, shacling into dull rrhite on thc throat, and rrottled

brorvn ancl rvhite on thc sicles of the hcad and ncck; breast and

r.rpper parts, brou'n, thc feathers broaclly edgecl \\'ith ta$,t']y; rutnp

antl tail, black; uncler palts, blorvnish u,hite, hear,ily sPottccl and'

bandecl r:pon the sides, the spots bccouring vcry small and faint

r-r1ron the abclouren; nrost o{ the primaries slrtlc.color, becotltillg

brorvnish at the tips; lcgs and bill, black.

Length zI, \ving It.25, tarsus :.6o, bill z.

This interesting species is one of the largest ol its fanlily. It
is a resident, and is not uncommon on some of the larger islands.

It gcnerally frequents.the inland ponds, rvhich are surrounded by

a thick growth of mangroves, and for that reason is not often seen'

We found it quite abundant on Andros Island on the ponds situated

a few miles frorn the mouth of Fresh CreLk'

t
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ANAS BOSOHAS. Lintt.

MALLARD.

Adth Male. - Head and neck, glossy green; ring around the

. lower part of the neck, white; breast, purple-chestnut ; rving.coveits

tipped with white and blhck.

Length z.l, rving II.

A ver;' markecl species, easily rccognized by its largc size and

green head.

Thc Nlallard is a rcsular s,inter visitant, frequenting thc inland
lakes and por.rds. It is a very handsonre cluck, and is nucl.r sought

after by iportsrnen, as it afforcls excellent cating. Audubon, in
s'riting of this species sals, " Thc flight of the NIal'lard is srvift, strong,

and rvell sustained. It rises cither fro:r the grouncl or {roni the
\yater at a singlc sl;ring, and flies alntost pcrpendicularll, for ten or
fiftecn yards, or if in a thick l oocl, until cluitc abor.e the tops of the
tallest trees, after rvhich it movcs horizonta)ly. If alarntecl, it ncvcr
rises rvithout utterinc se'r,eral grac/:s; but on other occasions it
generally Ieaves its pJace in silcnce. While travclling to an1.. dis-

. tance the whistling sound of their rvings rnav be hearcl a grcat \1.ay

off, more especially in the cluiet of the nisht. -fheir progress
through the air I havc thousht nricht be estinratecl at a mile anrj a

half in the rninute; and I fccl very conficlent tlrat u,hen at fLrll speed
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ancl on a long journey they can fly at thc ratc o{ a hunclred and

trenty nriles in thc hour." Dr. 1111,1111 found this sPccies common

during the rvinter.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vcil. VI. pl. 3S5.

D,4 r:1L.4 liI rIAtrE,\'-!1S. (Lin,t\

Reneua Ducr,

Ad t iVnle.-Gcncral plumage, tarvny, r-nottled and strcaked

rvith brorvn; rving, banded u'ith lustrous green, black, and tat.ny, in
the order given; top o{ head and nape, brorvn, finely rtrottled rvith

dark brown, rest of he:rcl ancl throat rvl.rite; a t::iangLrlar 1:atch on

each sicle of the lrppcr mandiblc, lakc-red; tail, tas,ny, becoming

pale at the tip; )r'gs, black.

Length lg, rving 3, tail 4.75, tarsus r.25, bill r.95.

1'his prettr-little species was cluite abunclant at Inagna, frcquent-

ing the large salt ponds of the intcrior. On \Iay :7, r,hile sl.rooting

on a small islancl in the lakc bacli of Nlathervstorvl, I obscned a

nurnber of tllcse birds, ancl shot sevcral, all of rvliich rvere in full
breecling drpss. \VJrile passing throuqh a sntall marsh I cliscovered

the nest of this species, the o1d l;ircl ilying hsay as I approached.

It rvas simply a nrat of grass placcd on thc grouncl, and contaitied

.nine eggs of a pale broryn color. Anothcr ncst, tal<cn a ferv clavs

later, containcd eight eegs, sJightly darLer than the first set.

!+
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QUERQUEDULA DISC)RS, (Iim.)

BLuE-wlNGED TEAL.

Lvinter Plumage, Ma/e.- Above, dark brorvn, the feathers edged
and streaked rvith.tarvny; under parts, pale reddish white, thickly
mottled with dull brorvn spots, shorving a tinge of pink on the fanks
and lower part of the breast; head, gray, rvith a purplish tinge; chin
and top of the head, velvety black, the latter, bordered by whiti,
joining at the base of the croivn and continuing down the napei a

triaugular white patch in front of the eye, reaching to the throat;
a white patch upon eithcr side of thc tail at the base; tail-feathers
pointed, dark brown tipped u'ith tarvny; lvings shorving large patches
of light blue, metallic green, and rvhite. Fernale easily recognized
by the absence of the white on the. head.

Length r5.3o, rving 7.o5, tail :.85, tarsus r.25. bill r.6o.

\Vhile esploring Fresh Creek, on Anclros Island, in January, I
procured a number of tl.rcse birds in bcautiful plunrage, scarcelv, if
ever, equalled l_iy any that I have sccn in the Unitcd Statcs. They
rvere quite abundant on several of thc largcr iqlands, generally Lreing

found in flocks frcqulnting the crccks ancl ponds. It is only a

winter visitant, and none remain to brccd.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. VI. pl. 393.

I
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. QUEIQUEDUL,I C;1/tOLIt\ti,\tJ-1S. (Gu.)

G RriEr..-tvt r.'(;I.:r) TE.-tL.

Adult ,\Ia/* - Wliite crcsccnt on the sicles of the l;ody just

in front of tl.re rvinss, in some Pluntaget not clistinct; a band of
greerr passing frorn the c1'c arouncl the base of tlte skull; a green

zuing-buntd; undcr parts r.uottled on thc ):rcast, pale on tlrc belly.

Length about r4, rving 7, tail 3.

According to Dr. Brvant, the Green-'rvinged Teal is courmon

during the rvinter. I only obscn'ccl it on tlo occasions, but there

is no doubt that it is a regular rvintcr visitant. I l.as told by a gen-

tleman, rvho rvas rvcll acquaintcd uitl.r the bird, that he had often

observed it on Lake Currninghanr, near Nassau.

Fiq. Aud. Bds. N. A., \ro1. VI. pl. 39:.

FUI.IGULA AFFLYIS. F.yton.

LESSER BLrcK-rrEADnD DucK.

Atfu/l lI e . - Above, uraf ish, fincl.r' strcakccl rvith black ; head,

black, shorvins grcenish sloss; bill, dull bllc, tippcd lith black.

Atfu.lt F,'nm1r,. - Easily distingLrisherl frorn the male by having

the face rvhitisli.

Length r 7, rving 8.5o.

!
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As sogn as the cold $reather sets in, the Lesser Black-headed

Duck appears in our Southern waters. Many of them visit the

Bahamas during January and February, and become abondant in

the lakes and ponds. Dr. Bryant found it common during the

rvinter, and included it in his list as Felir marila (Fuligula marila)'

but if fi afinis is distinct from F. marila, those found in the

Bahamas should stand as the former species.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A.. Vol. VI. pl. 397.

FULICULA COLLA RIS. (Dottotar.)

RrNG-NECr!ED DucK.

Adult iltale.- Bill, bluish black, pale at the basc, ancl a band

near the tip; heacl, breast, and upper parts, dull l:lack, shou'ing

slight greenish reflection on the back; belorv, whitc, finely nrottlecl

rvith gray on the sides; a reddish brorvn ring forming a collar

arouncl the neck. In rvinter the undcr parts are often markcd rvith

gray, the back somervhat brori nish, and the ring on tlre neck shorv-

ing a yellorvish tinge. Fenrale rvith l.read and neck brorvnish, the

collar rvanting.

Length r T, wing 8, bill z.

'Ihis spccics is abunclant in thc Bahar.nas cluring thc rii:rtcr.

It rvas occasionally scen, gencrally in flocks, in conrl:any rvith othcr

specics of its family.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. VI. pl. 39S.
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FULIG ULA FERINA VAR. ALLERICANA. (Litta.) Coles.

RED.HEADED DUCK

I.: / -r_tt,q t-ti.R,4 n LtBID,l. (rr.i/s.\

RUDDY DUcK.

Aduh tVale, Fall phna.g._ Above, brou.n, streakcd
dusky; belorv, brorvnish, l.ith a tau,ny tingc; crorvn and
dark brorvn; crissurn, ivhitc.

' Length r 5.5o, wing 5.o5, tar sus r.2o.

t89

\

Adult Male. _ Bill, dull blue, black at the end; head and neck,
reddisli brorvn; crown of the head, darri; a broad black colrar cor,-
erirrg the upper breast and upper back; back, grayish, delicately
lined rvith brorvn, so 6ne as to be almost inai.tln"i;. under parts,
rvhite, shol'ilg a tinge of gray; rurhp, black.

Length 19, rving 9.5o.

The present specics is a rvinter i'isitant It rvas abundant on
the inland lakes of the island of Ncrv Proviclence in January, and
ranges tliroughout the Bahantas rvlrercvcr it can find suitable feeding_
grounds. Its flesh is much cstcerncrl as an articlc of food.

Fig. Aud. Brls. N. A., Vot. VL pl. 396.
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FAM. SULiD,IE.

GAN N I'TS.

SL/LA FIBER. (L,rrrr.\

BooDY GANNET.

olive-brorvn; under parts, rvhite; gular sack'

andible, greenish; feet, pale yellowish green;

Adutt Mak.-Head, throat, uPPer Part of breast' tail' and entire
!

upper Piurragb, dark

pale yellorv; uPPer m

iris, yellorvish.

Lensth 2 7, rving r 5 5o, tai'l S' tarsus r '6o' bill 4'

About the rst o{ Febrttary this spccios repairs to the dcsolate

ancl unir-r'habited keys to ):rcecl' .At thc Mirapon'os rve Procured a

nurrber of the olcl bir:cl-s as u'cll as a fcrv fully flcdgecl 1'oung ones' but

they rvcrc evidently preparir.rq to leave' Dr' Bryant gives an inter'

crting accourlt o{ au earlier visit to thcsc brcecling-grounds' He

savs, " IIv 6rst visit to oue of thcir brccding-I>laces s-as made on the

I oth o{ April, at St' Domingo lie y' rvhich lies thirty-three rnilcs

south of Great Raggecl Islancl' arlcl is at the verv extremity of tl.re

southeru point of tlie benk, cntirely out o[ the range of vessels of

any kincl, and is. probabll' ncvcr visitctl csccpt occasioually by people

fror. R"gged Islancl, rvho go therc to collect the eggs of the Noddy'

The key is about three or four acres iu cxtent' so lorv that in storms

I
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it is entirely washed by the waves. It can only be approached at
one spot, and tl.rat only at caln.r t cather. At the time of rry visit,
it rvas literally covered ivith Boobics, r)rostly young ones. Of thcse,
by far the greater part iver.e fully flccl.gccl, ancl could fly rvith case,
but r,vere still depenclent on thc parent birds for food. They kept
by themselves, and ryere perched uyron thc rocks all around the edge
of the key. The younger bircls rvcrc sprinklccl all or.er the kcy,
l'herever thcre was room for thcm, and of all ages, from those alniost
ablc to fly, to young ones but trrat nro're.t hatched. I founcr the
eges of sorne trvcnty pairs, ntost of thcnt on the poipt of hatcltiug.-lire number in every casc lvas tu-o, thougir only one is usually
attributed to them. In appcarance, thcy rescmble those of thc
family generally, being greenish, covcrcrl u.ith a chalky suJ:stancc;
in size they vary consiclcrably, as aiso in fonl. The most elongated
onc measured o.67 in length by o.3g in br.eaclth, and the broaclcst
o.55 by o,4o, the others varying bctlcen these trvo extremes, but
averaeing more nearly the latter. -I.he 

voung, when first hatclted,
are entirely naked, and of a livid blue color. Tl.rey soon become
cor.ered rvith a tvhite dorvn, then thc quills ancl tail-feathers make
their appearance, of a cinercous brorvnislt color,.then the feathers
of the body, neck, and head, and, lastlr., of the tliroat.

" On our landing, some of the old bircls flerv off, but by far the
greater number remained, and rlicl not troul:le thenrselves to get
out of our way, but on being ap1;roachccl ,too near, clarted at us
rvith their powerful bills in a trost savagc ntanner. 1.hey seenrecl
to be very quarrelsome in their disposition, contir.rually striking at

I
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each otller:, not at all in an amicable manner, but as if they intended

to do all thc mischief in theil porvcr. Horv tl.re different birds rec-

ognized their young was a mystery to rre, as they appar:ently did not

lenain ir.r the same place aftcr they l-racl attair.recl any size.

" Besicles St. Domingo I(e1,, I visited a number of otl.rer breed-

ing-places, a1l of rvhich resen'rl-lled the one clescribed, except in being

more elevated al:ove tlte rvatcr. 'Ihe Booby is, I think, the most

expert cliver that I am acquainted rvith; no natter in rvhat position

it mav be, rvhetl.rer flying in a straight line, sailing in a circle, just

rising flom the rvater, or s$'imnling on the sur{ace, the instant it
sees its prey it piunges after it. I irar,e {requently seen one clive

from thc rving, rise to the sur{ace, and divc in rapid succession five

or six timcs; ancl on tal<ing flight aeain, dive before it had risen

rnorc than trvo or three feet fror.r.r thc sulfacc, and perhaps catch

a dozen fish in thc spacc of a minnte. Thcre is notl'ring graccful

in its stylc; it is apparently rvork and not pleasure.

" On one of the keys I visited, called Booby I(ey, r.rear Green

Key, I sau' a gleat number of a species of Anolis, of a dar:k, almost

black color, entir:ely unlike anv seen elscrvhere, but they \!'ere so

timid aud active'in thcir t.novcrlcnts that I could not procure a

s1rccirnen. Thc stotlach containcd a great many varieties of fish;

ar.r.rong them a cottus, a parrot-fish, flatfisli of tlvo species, and some

largc pralns; but their principal foocl seerncd to be flying-fish and

a species of henirhatrghus."

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. VII. pl. 426.
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SULA D-1 CTI:L,I TRA. (Lrssdt.) I

I append Dr'. Bryant's description and account o[ this species,

as I have nevcr lnet with it.

Drscri4tiott.. -" Sexcs similar; form more robust than tlrat of
thc S. f icr; seconclaries aucl tertiaries, rich brol,n, the pr.imaries

of tl'rc same color, but clarkcri sonte of tlre coyerts of the priuraries
brou.nish; tail, l'ith the feathers be1ou., brol.n, above, hoar1,, the
trvo nriddle feathers the ,.rost so, ancl thc base of all rvhite or r'hitish;
all the rest of tl.re plumaqe snorvy shite; bill, horn-color, r,ith the
serrations of the upper r.ranclible \.er)r distinctly marliccl; iris, pale
vcllot'.; naked skin around the bill; eyes and throat, black; tarsi
ancl feet, 1'cllorvish green.

" Lcsson's description of tltis l:ircl is not sufircientll. full to enable
me to clccicle rr ith ccrtainty u,hethcr. it is thc same as those I pr.o_

curecl at tlie Balranas. I{ it should pr.or,e to l:e a ncrr species,
tlre name alcgnns t'totld be a1lirropriatc, as it is tl.re prettiest of the
genus. In clilnensions, it is about the size o[ the .5lzlz ifusto, but
heavier and mole muscular-. I founcl t).rcn breeding but at' one
place, St. Domingo Key, ar.rcl therc some trventy pairs. Thcy appar-
enlly lav their eggs later tlran the Booby, as thc lar.gcst of the your.rg
$.ere not rnore than half groun-r, and the cggs of sevcral rvere.freshly
laid. They rvere rvhiter than tl.rose of the latter bircl, the chalhy
covdring being much thicker, and dicl not differ as much in size or

;
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FAM. PELECANIX

PELICANS

PELLCA NtlS FUSCUS. Lit

NDS.

tE.

BRor'N I'Er,lc,\\.

Whtler Phunagr, ,4,[ale. - Sack, clarli purple. Abovc, slate-coior

and dark blorvn varicgatecl; neck of the aclult, recldish blon n; head,

mostly rvhite; bill, clarker, marlied u,ith red; feet, purplish black;

iris, yellorvish. Fenrales generallv have the neck yellos,ish rvhite.

Lengtlr 53, rving r8, tail 7.1o, tarsus 2. o, bill ro.

The present species is abundant thloueh ut tl.re Bahan'ras, where

it is a resiclent, and breecls in great nunrbers n some of the islands.

\\rhile paddling arrong the mal.rgro\,es! I o{ten ol;sen,cd it sitting
upright on the half.sunkcn branches, or floating silentlir n.i1|1 1l1g

tide, n'atching kecnly for any fish that miqht conte u'ithin reach of

its iong ireak, which it uscs rvith great clextcr itv.
Incubation coml.rences thc latter part of January I thc ncst, rl.rich

is vcry roughly constructecl, is gelrer-allv l:uilt on the mangroves. Dr.
Bryant found it very abundant. He says, ,,At the Riminis, the
Brolvn Pelican was numcrolrs, ancl breeding on the mrngroves in

I
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the same manner as in' Floricla. On the ?oth of Februarv, the

young 11'erc hatched in some of the uests, and incubation lvas

adr.anced in all of thcnr. I clid not mcet s.ith the bird ant,t'herc

else. The clcvclopmcnt of the air-cells is greater iti this l:ird than

in any othcr that I ar.n accluaintccl l ith. On touching it $hilc

aliue, a distinct crcpitus is {elt and hearcl, and as if it rvere cmphr''-

sematous; ali thc bones, rvith the exccption of the phalanges of tlre

tocs, contain air. It posscsses ntttcir ntore ir.rtelligence tilan I gave

it crcdit for. A tautc oue, bclonging to the Colonel of Engineers at

Nassatt, rvas itr thc habit o{ goins- every t.tlorning to the fish n.rarket.

Fish are alrlays solcl alivc, ancl ir.r order that tl.re purchascr tn:r1'

sclcct thcrr, arc takcn out o{ thc tvater aud spread before }rirn; this

rvas thc t.t.totncnt for tlrc Pclican, ancl i[ he had been as activc as he

rias vor:rcious, he rvoulcl have farcd rvell; but utlfortunately for hin.r,

thc fishcrmcn u,crc generally too quick, and, seizing hirn by Iris long

beak, rvoulil throrv him into the s'ate r, *'het e l.re rvould remain for

sonrc tir.nc, lookinal \\'ith great solcmnitl' at his persecutors, aud thcn

r:ctr-lrn to tr1'his luck again. As I l'as 1:assing bv his orvner's house

onc clal', hc cotrtnrcuccd tugging at nlY trotlsers rvith his bill; at first

I did not ttntlersta:rcl rvhet Itc tlantecl, but noticinq that the gate \\'as

shut, thousht it possiblc that hc might s ish it opened; this I accord-

ingly clid, ancl hc rvalkcd iu at otrce, Iithout stoppir.rg to thank rrre'

This bircl s'as it.t i:lrtrattlrc plunrage, probably not more.thau a

year olcl."

I
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FAM. GRACULID,€.

CO RI{ O ItAN'f S.

GR-4CULU.g DILAPHT:S y.tR. I.La) /t,tD_.tA.US. (.9t0.) (Autt.)

FLoRTDA CoRNoRANT.
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easily as a knife. Signs of this bad disposition continued for some

<lays, but gradually they seemed to beconre accustomed to civi'lized

lifc, ari'il became quite affectionate, running in an ungainly manner

torvardb ue u'hcnever I appearcrl s'itli a fish in my hand' It

rvas amusing to lvatch the struggles of thc younesters in tl.reir

endeavors to srvallorv fish nearlv as large as thcmselves' and their

apparcnt disgust at being ut.rsttcccssfttl' Aftcr a s'hile a tub' half

f,ll of '""t", ri'as placcd at their tlisposel, irr ir.lriclr thei, splashed

abottt, seclriug to enioy it grcatly' Al:out trvo morlths aftcr thcir

capture, the smallcr birtl seeulcrl to gro\\' gracltralll' rveaker atld

',ue"ke., 
"n.1 

oue urorniug rvc for'tnc1 him lling tlead in his box' Thc

other seen.red to r.llopc for a fctl' clal's aftcr thc loss of his brotlrer'

but soon recoverecl his spirits atrcl l:ccaure as lively as ever' As he

grerv olcler'he becaure morc atrd morc clilscult to p'lcase in rcgard to

I;, foo.l. Nothing rvoulcl tct.npt hinr to eat a fish s'lrich had bcen

cleacl over night. Oftentinres stile cruising frotn one island to

another Ne 1\'ere cictaillecl b1'contrarv rvincls atrd uuablc to Procule

Iresh fish rvith rvhich to fcccl him' At sr-rch titles hc rvould eat

nothing, artrtl it l'as llcccssxry to forcc food dorvn his throat to

k"ep l',ir.t from stan'ing' When i'crv hungly or teased by one of

the nen, hc rvoulcl rvalk arouucl the clcck with his ttouth open'

uttcring a peculiar guttul'al souncl' Incubation comrnences about

Decctlrller ro.

I
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Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A', Vol' VI' pl' 4t7'
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FAM. TACH\'PETID.€.

TACH11,r,?DS )QL' -Lt_9. (LrDt.)

[JAN-oF-\\rr\R BiRD.

Adult Male.-Entire plunrage, l;r.ori.nish blacL, showing a gr.ecn-
isl.r reflection on tlie hcacl, ancl purplisl.r upon tlte back; tail for.kecl,
ancl cornposed of trvelve feathers; gular sac, pale or.ange; iris,
brorvn.

Adult Fetanle. 
- Differs from tl.re male by having a ri.hite patch

on the breast, passing arong the sides of the neck, 
"i.r "rornd n"o.

the rridclle.

Length 43, rving 25, tail r9, tarsus r, bill 6.

The ,,Frigate,,, as it is so,rctinrcs callcd, freclue,ts all of the
Bahama Islands, but only cluriug the breecling season do they appear.
to congregate in any one place. They remain throughout the ye,a r,
but seem to becomc more numcrous as the Terns commcnce toarrive, While at Abaco, on June :4, u.e procurecl a numbcr of
nests, containing young birds appare:rtly betrvcen t*,o ancl threc
rveeks old. The nest rvas placed in mar.rgrove_bushes close to theI'ater's edge. For the first ferv da1,s lJre 1,oung birds would not eat

I
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anythrng, and it $as necessary to forcc food dolvn their tl.rroats to

keep them alive; but after a tir.rte they began to eat.o{ their ou'n 
.

,."o..[, und after that rve hacl no fntthcr trouble rvith thetr other-

wise than to furnish theln t'ith sufficient food' llrich it rvas not

ahvays easy to clo. Upon bcing approachecl' thcy snapped their bills

loudly, at the same timc uttciing a sharp I'liistling noisc'

Dr. Bryant gives an intcresting accolrnt o{ their breeding habits'

He says, " I {ound a fcrv Xlan-of '\\rar Birds brcecling at the Biminis;

their nests l'crc placccl upou the lrangrovcs' ar.niclst those of tl.re

Brorvn Pelican ancl Flolida Cottrorant' As tl.rese birds are much

disturberl by the inhabitants, t)rcir brecclingllaces rvill probably be

given up in a fcs'vcars' On tl.rc ccntral and highest part of Booby

Ii.1', ^ 
.olory o[ about trvo hurlclrccl pairs rvas breeding' The trests

1,"." ,u"." on the bare rock' and closell' groupecl together' thc rvhole

not occtqlying a sPace tlorc thatl forty fcet square' There 'rvere

no Boobies alnongst thenr' though tl.rottsancls s'ere breeding ou the

k.y. The 'largest breeclingl'lace visitccl by nre is situatetl on Scal

Islancl, one of the liaggecl Islanci kc1's' arlcl is five or six acres in

"-,."..Tlrencsts,thicklycrou'rlcdtogethcr,.rlcreplaceclorrtlrc
tops of prickll'-pcar, rvhich coverccl tl.re grouncl rvith an almost

impenetrable thicket' On thc Stli of April thc l oune rvere hatched

in l-ralf of the r.rcsts, thc largcst abont ouc third grorvn; the other

nests contaillecl eggs lnorc or less hatchcd' Out of many hundreds'

I procurecl onll' scven th;rt \rere freshly laid'

..Ilravevisitedthebreeclirrgllaceso[marryseabirdsbefor:e'and

some rvcll rvorth tlle trouble' but none so interesting to me as this'

z6t
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It rvas a rnost singurar s1;ectaclc: trrousa.ds and thousands of trrese
great, and ordinarily .'ird bircrs, co'ered trre rvhole surface of the
prickll.pears as they sat on tlrcir nests, or. darliencd the air as they
hovered over thcm, so tatxe that they rvould hardly move on being
touched; incleed, the spcciurens that I procurecl rvere all taken alive,
rvith n.ry orvn hands. When I hacl penctrated as far among them as
possible, I fired my gu.; the rvhole colo.y rose at once, a.d tlie
noise made by their long and pol.crful l,ings striking against each
other rvas almost cleafening. In a nrorrent thcr., cor.nrirencecl settling
upon their nests, ancl \l'ere soon as lLrict a. rretore. Incubation is
carried on by both male anrl fenralc. T-hc olcl ones feecl the vouns
at first by regur eitation. l.he food con-sists of the sanrc .,r..,i", oi
fish as the Boobv's, ancl is principally clcrivecl fronr that bird, l.hom
they rob as the Balcl Eagle clocs the Irish Hal.k. \\rhy the l3ooby
should subnrit to this, bcing nruch rnorc pol.crful and armed u.ith a
most formidable bill, is strangc. I havc n.atclrccl thcse bircls for
hours while flying, and every no\r, and then hor,ering o'er the sur-
face of the $,ater, but never satv them catch a fish. .fhe 

popular
idea at the Baharras is, that the fish are stu.1;efied by the excrement
of tlris bird. .If there is any foundatirrn fo. thi, idei I presune it isthat the fisl.r are attracted by it; though the abundance of fish is
such, that one would think it hardly rvorth rvlrile to attract ther:r in

9

I

" The young are at first ncarry naricd, tiicn covcrcd lvith a u,hite
down, and by thc timc thcy are trre sizc of a I,igeon havc the r:ronzcclblack scapulars so dcveloped that thcy took, *l,ilrt sitting on thcir

I
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flcsh-coior.

Irig. Aud. Ijcls. N. A', Vol' VII' pl' 4u I'

nests, erect on tl.re tarsi, as if thev l.rad on cloaks' They s'cre not

qu .relsome in their clisposition, like the Boobies; frcqucr.rtly onc

*'oulc1 alight on a neighboring nest rvithout being rlisturbt'd b1' the

owner. The singlc cgg, l'hich is rvhite' is large {or tirc sizc of the

body."

it,ttougt.t the lVlan'of'War is cprite tamc cluring the brccding

season, at othcr timcs it is shy aud suspiciotts and vcry difficult to

approach. We tlet u-ith thcrn cl'ery day anlong the rlore sotlthcrn

irl^nar, 
"r'ra 

olle or nlore of them ivas ger-rerally to be scctl' but thcy

generally gavc the vessel a rvide berth' and it l'as a rare thing to

obtain a shot at onc o[ thctl-t. The youl]g bircls, rvl.rcl.r about thrcc

',.',,.'.'U', 
",U, ^r. 

purc s hitc, rvitl.r tire erceptiolr of a sliqht tinec of

blacliish r'rpon thc back, the bill ancl gr:lar sac at that tinre bcing palc

I
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FAM. PHAETHONTID,€.

TIiOPIC tsIRDS.

PH1 E TI{O:V .lrLrl |7ROSTRIS. Braltdt.

TRoPIC BIRD.

Local Nama. - Egg Bird.

Adult /l{a/t. 
- Bill, oale oran:le.).ello\.\.; gencr.al plurrrage, rlrite,sometirnes slightly ros1,_ti.ted; xrost of primarics .hou.ing ,,ucl.,

black,. a_ str.eak passing through the eve; somc of thc rvin.qcoi,erts
and slrafts of tail_feathers, black; tail ertenclccl into tl,o very long
fcathcrs, rvhich are rcdilened; tarsus, bluish; iris, black; s,ebs ancltoes, black.

Length, including tail_feathers, 3r.5o, u.ing rr, tail zr, tarsus.9o, bill z.

_ . 
This elegant and gr.aceful species bcconres abundant anrong theBahanras during thc summer montlrs. They are never founcl breed-,:*,.to.*,n": in large communities, like tlte A tzotts slolethrs or Slcrna

ifuligznosa, but appear to be morc solitary in their habits.

, 
D.r' Bryant, ia rvriting of this, spccies, says, ,, I visitcd threebreeding-places at Long Rock, near Exnma. I.hey breed in holcs.

!
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in the horizontal surfacc of the rock' as also at \Vater I{ey' one of

the Raggccl Islancl ke1's' At Key Verde' rvhich is situatecl about

thirtv urilcs cast of Grcat Raggecl Islancf in holes in thc perpeu-

dicular face of the cliffs, ancl also in tlie horizontal surface o{ ttre

rock. Before clepositing their cggs' the tlale and fcn,alc occnpy

the samc hole, but aftcrrvar& only one birci is {ound in the irole'

Botlrsexesirrcubate.onthezothofAprilabotrthalfoithebircls
haclnotconlnrencec]laving,anclafelvoftheeggsl-raclbeensaton
{or tlrrec or four clays; most.of thetr' hou'ever' rvere frcshly laid'

Thcy feccl frol.n near da1'light to about nine o'clocli' rvhcn thcy

rcturn to tl.reir holcs, iu rvhich tl.rey pas-s the hotter part o{ the day'

"g"in 
l"nuing thcm tos-arc1 sut.tsct in sealch of {oocl' 

. 
Tl.rey canuot'

of coursc, brcccl in colrulutlities like the Tern' as stritable ltoles arc

not lerv abutlclatlt. At Nalcl Iie1" l'hcre they lvere more abun-

clant thau at ant' other 1l1ace, in an extent o{ trvo miles' only eleven

bircls s'crc iottncl. 'Ihc holcs chosen for their abodes are sclclom

shallo$', ancl arc ofteu so rvir.rrlir.rg that' though their harsl-r notc can

be l.rcartl' they can or.rlv be Procurecl l:r' dernolishing the rock'

" In thcir liabits, ercept that of tliving' rvhich l atu igtrorant

rvhether they practise or not' thel' closclj' rcscnrblc thc Terns' as

tlrcl' also do in thcir mocle of flight and er:ternal appcaraucc; and

rvith that family thcy shoulcl be associated' On thcir brceding'

placcs bcing approac)rcd, lhcn they arc otit o{ their holcs' they hover

ovcl thc intrtlcler, screamiug, ancl clarting at him in prccisely the

saurc nlaltllcl: that the 'Icrns do' The long tail-feathers are never

. ,",r","r.U n'hcn flving, and tbe French ttane' paille ot queue' is ''iery

a
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expressive.. I procurecl a singlc specimen, nith a pale straiv<olored
bill ; it rvas a male, the pluntage nearly yrure r"hite, _rch more sothan in any of the orangcJ:illecl bircls, 

"n,l 
,h" fifrh prinrary had thcblack narrou..ly edged e.rtcr.nally u,ith rvhitc thc llolc length. I am

no.t prepared to say that this bircl, g,hich agrccs rvith the e.xcePtions
above mentionccl, l.ith the other, is j riiffcr.cnt species, ancl if .so,
rvhich of them is the Flavirostris of IJranclt. 1.he orange_billed
specimens ryere both male and fcurale, and there was no extcrnal
peculiarity by which the scx could l:e dcter.nrinccl.

" The figure in Gra1,,s , Genera , of this bircl is vcr1,. et,ucl. I\Iyspecimen agrecs generallY $,ith l,lr. Gcor.ge \\r. I_a\\.rcncc,s clescrip
tion in thc nintrlyolume of thc pacific Rairroacl lt,:port. .I-hey 

areprecisely alike in thcir
saln,o,, *.rrich is ar*,ays 

jil::::], 
:i?';]:"_"',11;,::,,::: *[.::on the back ancl hincl ncck. -fhe 

tarsus ancl hincl toe arc not l,ellorr-,but flcsh-colorccl, anc.l thii
rrom thc basar e.rtrci,ity 

"; ;,'j"il,::::lj'l,l.]::,.,.;'ff;I iillange of thc inner toe. f.hcrc is no black that I can cliscovcr at thcbase of the si.rth prinrary, thoLrgh its shaif, as rvcll as those of all thc
otl.rers, is blacl, except tou,ard thc tiP. lhc l.hite tips of the fiveouter primaries diminish in extent fronr thc first to tlrc thircl, andthen again increase to the f
of the bird, whitish, 

"".,".":ttl',,,,"1,.,1l::; :ii 
t:Jjil'I::: 

X:colored .spots, finely dottcd over thc sLrrface, u.hiclt can be easilyrubbed off. The sn.rall nunrl:er tltat I procurccl tlr: rc of nearly thesame form and dimensions. One of therrr nrcasLrrccl .o53 in lcngth
+
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by .o4z in breadth; in shape, very similar to a common hen's egg.

The eggs lvere sometimes deposited upou the bare rock'and some'

times on a ferv trvigs, uhich had, horvever, the appeatance oI having

accidentally fallen into the hole."

The flight oI tlris graceful species does not at all resemble the

long, easy mgvements o[ the Gulls, but is ]rutried and rapid, more

resemblipg that of a Duck. As a rule, they appeared to be rather

shy, and it rvas an unusual thing for us. to obtain a shot at one of

them while coasting along the shores of the islinds; although they

were often seen, they seldom approached within shodting distance of

the vessel. The inhabitants call them Egg Birds, and prefer their

eggs as an article of food to those of the Terns or Gulls.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. VII. pl. 427.

I

I
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trA\I. ]-ARID.4.

GULLS, TERNS.

t
LAI?ijs,1 I'IUClLL.'1. Litrtr

L,\ucnr\G Cu LL.

-ltluh ll[a/e.- Bill, lake recl; l.rood, gra)'ish blaci<; nape, white,
forrning a sort of collar; upner parts, pearl-gray; beneath, rvhite;
outer primaries, dark brou.n; tail, tririte: feet, black, ri.ith red on
the n'ebs; iris, dark brorvn.

Length r 5.5o, rving r :.5o, tail 5, tarsr.rs r.9o, bill r.4o.

i,bout the tin.re tl.rat the visitors s'ho har.c been spencling the
rvinter at Nassau begin to leave for the t.rorth, the LaLrghin.q- GLtll

appcars, and me.)' be daily seen passing in and or-rt among the
nurnerous vessels anclrored in the harbor. We founcl it'abunclant
throughout the whole of the llahamas aftcr A1;ril, ancl at Ina{ua it
rvas evidently breeding, although our. search for its eggs provecl
unsuccessful.

Fig. Aud. Bcls. N. ^{., Vol. \;ll. pl. 4.13. -t
I

I
I
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Z/1 R US P I.ILA D EI,PII.A
Bo\ApARl.E,s GL,LL.

STLRIVA A\CLICA. MoDta{x

GULL.BILLED TERN.

(O/.1.)

\ Wntter phuna,ge, tNtah. _Above. pearly blue; unclcr parts,nhite; a spot of black on the sicle oi th" t^se of,fr" rtuff, first fourprimaries ntostly ri,hite, tipped rvith blacki *,hich in turn is til4reclrvith rvhite on the thircl and fourth; nearly ,lr" *;ro;. of the outer'rvcb of the fir.st prinrary, black; fcet, y"ff.", ,;rg.i'*ith ."d; l,,"br,vernrilion. Iul.nature bircls have a l;ancl of an.tiro*n on the tail.
Length r:.5o, l,ing 9.75, tarsirs r.30, bill r.r5.
I inclucle tl.ris species on thc aLrthority of Nir. N. 13. Nloore, whosays that he closeJy observecl a bird of this species 

"t Long Islord,October 8. I have never met tvith it, but there is no reason lvhy it
*r"]1 

,", occasior.rally visit the Bahamas, o, it i, 
"o,r.on on ttr"Floricla coast in rvi nter.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. V.tI. pt. 4_1:. 
'

I

I

Adult ,l[a/e._ Bill, black, sho.i 
"nd stout; cap, black; above,pearl - gr.ay ; uncler 

. parts. rvhite ; first 
^uo 

p.;.rd". tilryecl rvithbrolvn; tail forked; legs, black; iris, brorvn.

Lengtli r3, rving rr.75, tail 5, tarsus r.ro, bill i.32.
27
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onmostoftiresoutlrernislands'theGtrll-billedTernbeconrcs
comrnon cluring the summer months lt is a curious fact that this

bircirvasnotobservedbyDr.I}ryarrtcluringhisvisits,asitisone
of the most aburrclant species of its genus at ll}aglla, rvlrcre, in tlre

month o{ June, it rvas evidently brcecling'.

a

Fig. Aud. Bds. N' AeVol' Vll' Pl '130.

STEI?NA REGII ' Gotabel'

RoYAL TEItN'
I

IAttult Matc.- Bill, oratt'.gc' recklish at thc base; 1561'a' pearl

gray; primaries sl.rorving t.ur'tch l'hitc on the iuner rvclls; crou'u'

ir".U, ,,r" feathers cxtencling iu a sort of crcst to thc back; belorv'

rvhite; tail, rvhite ancl forkcd'

Length Ig, *inq I'1'5o' tail 7'5o' tarsus I'25' bill :':5'

The Roi'al Tern is abutrclant'througliout thc Bahamas It is

distiuguished by its large sizc from any of thc otl.rcr 'lcrns rvhich

fr.quJnt t[-re islands' Tlic young bircl has the bill pale orangc'

luit1'rout any traces of recl' and the plumagc is sonicshat s1:ottecl'

During the s'intcr the cros'u o{ the atlLrlt bird becomcs mircd rvitl.r

ivhite In6 tl.re color of the bill somervhat paler' None *'cre observed

lattr thrn J\la1 '

.

I
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STERTVA CANTIACA. (Gn.)

SANDWTCH TERN.

Spring P hunage, ll[ale . - Bill, black, tippecl r'ith ycllow ; ca]r'

black; upper back, rvhitish, rcst of upper plumage, pcarl-gray; under

parts, u,hite, sometimes tinged rvith rose.i first prinary edged ivith

rvhite to the tip, covering the erttire inner s,cb at thc base, and

narrol'ing to an almost inrperceptiblc line at the tip; tail, rvhite.

forked; legs, black; iris, clark brorvn.

Length 14, rving ro.5o, tail 4..1o, tarsus .9o, bill r.9o.

This intcresting species is occasior.rally founcl in sumlrer. At
Bird Rock, Acklin Island, they rvere cluitc abundant during the

lattcr part of X'Iay, and riere evidcnt'ly preparing to breed, although

\\ie were unable to finc1 their etgs. Thcir flight is strong and very

graceful, and they dive and fish rvitir grcat dexterity.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., VoI. VII. pl. 43t.

I

!

-

STERNA HIRUNDO. Linn,

coMlro\ TERN.

Actah Mate. - Bill, red, beconring black on the terrninal third ;

cap, black; above, pearl-blue; under parts, white, rvashed rvith

plumbeous, scarcely shorving on the tliroat; tail mostly rvhite; outei

I
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web of the outer tail-feathers darker than tl.re inner rveb; feet, rccl.
In the young bird the cap is imperfect; the uncler parts are pure
rvhite, and thc bill is often black.

Length r3.75, rving ro, tail 6, tarsus .75, bill r.38.

Dr'. Bryant includecl tl.ris spccics in his list as abuudant, but as
lie did not frnd S. paraiisea, it is probable that nrany of thc birds
sccn by him, supposed to be the Commor.r Tern, .rvere of the latter
specics. l'he Cor.ruton Tern is probably rather uncommon in the
Bahamas. I observed it only once, a single specimen shot at
Acklin Island in l\Iay.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. VII. pl. 433.

STER:l'.l PtI:1 DfS_.tiA. Bnan,

RosEnrE TER.-.

Length 15, iving 9, tail 7.5o, tarsus .lio, bill r.6o.

-4iult ,tlId /.. - Bi/l sbnfur, blt* ; cap, blaclr, rcaching thc
nape; ul)per Pluntage, 1;earl-rray; unclcr parts, pinkish $,hitc, in the
ftrll lrlrrrrage adult becouring a beautiful rosc_co)or; tltc zu/tile of
t/zc itttrtr tt,d of tlc frsl prinatl, t-cnc/tzlttg l/tc ltf ; tail, r,.hite,
two outer fcathers ntuch lor.rger than the rest; lcgs, r,crnriiion-rccl ;

iris, brown. Younger bircls have the basc of thc bill colorccl.

I

Ii
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The beautiiul Roseate Tern, although by no means abundant'

is a regular sulnmer visitar.rt. A ferv specimens in full breedilg

dress rvere takcn at Acklin Island durin.q the latter part of May'

ancl s'e found theur common at Clarence Harbor, Long Island' in

June, nearly ahval's ir.r cornpany with Sands'ich or Sooty Terns'

'fhe eggs arc sinrply cleposited on the sand, $'ithout any nest

whatever, as is usual rvith bircls of this genus. Tl.re beauti{ul rose-

color of thc breast faclcs soon after the bird dies, either becorning

pale or disappearing altogether'

Fig. Aud. tsds. N. A., Vol' VII''fl. 437.

S7-Elt^til .gUPERCILtA RIS- l"ieil'

LEASr'fERN.

Adtrtt ilfah.-Bill, yellol', tippecl s'ith black; cap' black; fore

head, rvhite ; abovc, pearlv gral' ; ur.rclcr parts, rvhite ; outer primaries'

dark broivn on outer webs anrl irrner half of inncr l'ebs; tail' rvhite'

forked; coverts, pearl-gra1'; legs, pale 1'ellorv; iris' bros'n'

Length S'75, ring 6.5o. tail :'zo' tarsus '55' bill I'

I n sutnt.ttcr the Least Tcrn becotrles rather comnron on most of

the southcrtr islarids. During thc latter part of a'Iay they were

quite abttnclant at Inagtta' At this time nrost o{ them 1"rad repaired

to thc inland salt ponrls, and iucubation had alreacly commenced'
I
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On June z I found several large Ilocks of them breeding togcther,

and procurecl a nnrnber of thcir cggs, many of ri'hich containecl largc

etnbryos. Thc eggs rvcrc deposited in a slieht depres-sion ir.r the

sand. The Iernale la1,s 1totr., one to t\\'o cggs, and I har.e ;ever

fouud over that number, althoLrgh it has becn claimed b1' sor.ne

rlriters that three are often found.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. VII. pl. 439.

STERA'A FL'LIGIA'OSt|. Gn.

. Soorr TER\.

Adult ,4tale.- Bill, black; cros"n and entire r.rppcr plumagc,
black; forehead, l'l.rite, extending into a pair of horns, nol rcacltittg
ahoz'e e ryr; uncler parts, lvhite; outer tail-feathers, s,hite, show_

ir.rg very dark broryn for about tno inches on the inncr webs near
the ti1:; Iegs, black; iris, brorvn.

Length r 6.5o, wing r r .5o, tail 7, bill r.6o, tarsus .9o.

The uninhabited rcefs and srrall islancls are frcquentecl every
Spring by i.nur..crable quantities .f these bircls, *,hich fi:rd there a
sccure retreat in ivhich to rear thcir young, u nclis tr.r rl;eci by r:ran.
At the Iliraporvos rvhole islancls arc covcrcrl rr.ith them. As a rule
they deposit their eggs in some clcft in the rocks or beneatl.r the
shelter of sorne cactus-bush. Tlie nest is sintpll, a niat o{ grass

-<a,
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roughly put togcthcr, on which a singlc cgg is laicl; sometimes thc
egg is deposited upon the bare rock, l.ithor:t any pretensions to a
nest rvltatever. They appear to live in per.fect harmony u.ith the
Noddy Terns, ri hicl.r also brcecl in grc:rt nunrbcrs upon this islancl.
Incubation commences about NIay r6. On the .z3cl, all thc eggs
obtained l.ere quitc freslr.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. VII. pl. 43:.

STERNA ANOSTHE?A. S.oloh.

BRIDLED TERN.

Spriry Pfuruagr, :1.1a/c,.-Bill, black ; cap, black ; forehearl, rvhite,
tt:tozding lifie lzto ionts oarr cat/t ryc, a.ntl rcacfiittg hcizlntl tinn;
upper back, grayish, shacling into thc s,hitc on the sicles of the
neck; up1:er plumagc, sraf ish brou n ; unclcr 1:arts, n,hite; prirnaries,
dark broln, the first ancl seconcl shorving a clear band of rvhite on
the inner rvebs, not reaching l,ithin an inclr of thc tips, ancl gradu-
allv fadins on the others; up1;er tail.covcr.ts, slaty gray; outer.tail.
featlrers alnzost ctttirtly zulzz7r, shos,ing s'light tingc of l:rorvnish ncar
the tip; lcgs and feet, black; iris, brou'n.

Length r4.z5, rving Io, tail 6.25, tarsus .7o, bill t.5o.

I rvas very nuch pleased to find this species abundant at Long
Island during the morrth of June. Its occunence on the Florida coast
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has been a question oI dispute for some time, but can now no longer

be doubted, as the near proximity of Long Island to Florida wouid

render its occurrence on our coast more than likely. In all prob-

ability it is a reguiar summer visitant to onr southeastern shores.

Upon our arrival at Clarence Harbor rve'found it abundant, and

breeding in company rvith the Sooty and the Roseate Terns. Until

June 8 all the eggs which we lound rvere quite fresh.

In breeding habits the Bridled and.the Sooty Terns resemble

each other. When about to lay, the female selects a sheltered cleft

in some dedge, or a cavity among the loose rocks along the shoge,

and there deposits a single egg, u'hich is slightly larger than that

of the Sooty Tern, and lras a faint reddish tinge.

A,IOUS STOLIDUS. (Lhtr..)

NoDDY'[ERN,

Adult tl[alc. - Bill, black; foreheacl, uhite, shacling into gral at

the basc of the skLrll ; loler e1'clirl, uhitc; front of the e1'e ancl nar-

rorv superciliary line, blackish; cntirc plumagc, rich olive-brorvn;

prin.raries, dark brorvn, the first having the inncr ii'eb palc brorvn;

legs, black; ilis, dark brorvn.

Length r5, rving Io, tail 5.75, tarsus .So, bill r.7o.

During the sLrn'Imer nionths thcsc birc'ls rc1;air in imnrense cluan-

tities to the uninhabited leefs ancl small islands to l:r'ecd. At the

Nliraporvos the islands rvere covcrcd rvith thcrr. Upon lancling rve

I

t

I
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of grass and sticks,

rvith ri,hich

deposited upon the

the latter part of NIav.

cluite fresh.

Bds. N. A., Vol.
I

I
I
I

I It I

I I
I

I

I I

I

(

-t

BIRDS OF TIIE B-{HAIIA ISI,,\NDS.

2S

i



T

2r8. PIRDS OF TIIE B.{HA]IA ISI-A\DS.

FAT{. PROCELLARIID,lE.

IETRELS.

OCEllNITE-S OCEAA'1CA. (Ku/!/.)

trVlLsoN's PETREI-.

Attutt Mab. - Entire plutl.ragc, darL bror,vn; lving-coverts

eclged rvith rvhitish brol'n; upper tail-coverts, u'hitc; tail, black;

bili, black; toes rvith yellorv spots on the rvebs; ilis, brorvn.

Length T, rving 5.64, tail z'45, tarsr-rs r.25, bill .6o.

The Wilson's Petrel becomcs aburclaut a sl.rort distan:e off the

coast, but I have ner.er observccl it very near tlle lancl. While

crui-.ing ar-nong the islancls, ntttlllcrs of tl.iesc Pctrels {ollot'ed in

tlie rvake of thc vessel, only leavir.rg us Lllloll our ne&r approach to

the shore.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. VII. pl. 46o.

' PUFFINUS lIAfOR. Fabct.

GRIinTER SnEARlvATnR.

Aduk Male, - Dark brorvn, somervhat graf islr on the head ;

upper tail-coverts mostly t hite ; belori,, rvhite; lining of rvings, u'hite;

tail, dark brorvn; crissurn, dark; front o{ tarsi, clark, thc rest pale.

Length r8, rving r3, tail 5.75, tarsus 2, bill :.4o.

a

I

I

I



BIRDS Ol- THE B-{Il-{rL{ ISLINDS. . 2r9

I have never taken this Sheanvater in the Bahalnas, but ot.t

several occasions sau, rvhat I believed to be this species \\'hile

cruising arrrong tlr c islands.

Fig. Aud. Bds. N. A., Vol. VII. pl. 456.

P UFFINUS OtsSCURUS, , (GN)

DusllY SHE.{RW-4.TER,

Lonl Nanrc. - Pirlblico.

Adall ,l[a/e. - -A,bove, glossy brou,n, shadir-rg into grayish upon

tlie sides of the breast; belorv, rvhite; crissutr, brorvn and rvhite;

tail, br:os,n, the feathers faintly tipped t'itlr ashy; bill, lead-color.

Lcngth rz.5o, rving 8, tail ,1.25, tarsus t.6o, bill I.3o.

The Dusky Sheanvater is an abunclant resident, but, from its

peculiar habits, is sometimes quitc dimcult to procur:e. They are

very shlr, and rernain far out at sea during the day, only returning

to tl.re land after it l.ras become too darlt to be able to distinguisli

them. All night long tl.reir rnournful cries can be heard, but long

before clarvn they are off again, and a scarch rvith the hope of finding

any near the shore rvould be useless. We oftcn obset ved thcm in

large flocks rvhen out of sight of land, scer.uing to be quietly resting

on the rvater, but it rvas a rare thing for thcm to allorv us to approach

near cnongh to obtain a shot frot.t.t the vessel. Dr. Bryant givcs an

interestir.rg accouttt of tl.ris species, thich l quotc in {ul), as, unfortu-

I
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nately, I clicl not visit any of their brccding-places during thc periocl

of incr,rbation, and arn thercfore unable to statc anything legarcling

their breeclilrg habits fror.n pelsor.ral expcrience. He says: -
" On r.naking inquiries as to s,hat sca birds breed on the keys, I

rt'as constantll' told of a singular bircl, u,ith a liooliccl bill, that only
flerv duling the night, ancl rvas knorvn b1, the name of Pimblico. It
proved to be the prcsent spccies. It is very abunclant, being found
or.r all tlre r.rninhabited keys near the channel rvhich are not too

frcquer.rtly visited by s'reckers or fishemen, Thev brced in holcs

in tl.re rocks, as describecl in thc 'Naturalist in Bernluda.' Near
Nassau, at the Ship Channel I{e1's, tr.her.e I first met t ith thcn.r,

incubation hacl alreacly cou.unencccl .by thc z4th of Xlarch. The
nest consists of a fcry dry twigs, is alu,a)'s placecl ir-r a hole or under
a projecting portion of the rocli, sclclor.t.r r.norc than a foot from the
surface, and never, as Iar as m1- c:tpericnce goes, oLlt of reach of
the hand. On bcing caught, they ntake no noisc, ancl clo not resist
at all, - unlike the Tropic Ilir.cl, t'hich fights manfully, bitiug ancl

scrcaming rvith all its might. The eeg cloes not seem to 1ne t.)
resernble an ordinary l.ren's egg ; the shell is r.nuch more fragile and
more highly polished. I broke a nurlber of them in encleavoring
to rerrove the bird frorl thc r.rest. Ihey r.ary a good cleal in size
aid {orm, some of then-r being quite rour.rdecl, ancl others elongatecl.
Threc o{ them :.neasurcd as follos,s : one .o59 bv .o36, another .o5 z

by .oS3, and the third .o5 r by .o37. Botl.r sexes incubate.

" Why these birds and the Stormy pe trels nevcr enter or leave
their l.roles in the daytime is one of the n.ryster:ies of nature; both

a
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of them feedirrg and flying all day' are yet never seen in the vicinity

of their breeclingllaces f'"f o'" a"'t' When anchored in the night'

time near or.re o{ tl.re keys, on rvhich they breecr, their mournful note

can be hearcl at all hours of the nigltt; cluring the day they rnay be

seen feecling in large flocks' gene"'ally out oI sight of land' 'they

do not fly round much' but reT]ain rnot' ol tl'" time quiet upon tl-re

;;r;.." ; the rvater' I did ,ot see o.e on tlic banks' and never sarv

theu.r dive or apparently catching any fish' though they are often

in conrpany rvittr Boobics -tt aiff""*ni spccies o[ Terns' all of rvhich

are actively ernployed in fisliirrg' About hal{-rvay {rom Andros to

the Bank, I sarv ot.t the z6th lt ap'it a flock of Boobies' Sooty

Te,rs, Noddies, Cabot's i""' t.'U tt.tt Ou'ty Pct.el' that covered

the sudace of thc \ratcr, o. l.,o.:".ing ovcr it for an c\tent of at least

a square n.rile' Their nun-rbcr must have been enortnous"'

'fhe inhabitants claiur that this species has received its local

name'of " Pimblico " Irom its cry ; but I cannot perceive any resem-

blance betrT'een that name ancl tl.re tlrournfttl notes which it utters'

and thereforc belicve it to havc originated differently'

Fig. Aud. ilcls' N' A" Vol' VII' pl' 458'

\

!
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FAM. PODICIPIDA.

--

GREI]ES.

P O DICE PS D O,UTNTC T,/S-

ST. DourNGo GnEBE.

(Liu )

,'^'!:; ; {J:*':;, {:':;- 
ob o'e' cr a rk b ro u' n, $'i th s r igh t g ree n -

in a broad band arou,a ,nt ""10 
ancl throat' ashl'gra1" continuous

s,ith dusky ; ",,"; ;;;;;;:.'lii;il_'l,,illil;liiiJi,'1i",:,,,i:".:
and secondaries rvhite,

Length 9.35, rving .3.6o, tarsus r.2+, bill .s5.

The pretty little St. Donringo Grcbc is a rcsiclent, ancl notuncommon on some of
Andros Island, and r ryas 

the' isiands' It *as cluitc abunclatrt on

It appears to prefer ,,.," 
"""u'ttt to l)rocLlre a ntttllbcr of spccintens.

grove swamps ,o ,rra nro., 
I ools in the clark reccsses of the ma,-

*"1:1 trre notice 
",,".;:::"":;::,:,i:'t iH:l]l:TJJil;::not differ frorn other species of its familv.

Cosse found this species. breccling i; ;;;,,,i.,,. He sa1,s, ,.Ear.lyin August I found near. thc cdgc of ni"r,rr" Ud*._rnbe poncl a

I
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var. dolrinicus

amencaDa

I
I

blhaurensis

carolinensis

crerulea

Helmithcrus venuiroms

cerulescens

coronata .

blackburnie

I

.estiva

fuscatus

plurnbea

rubripes

petechia

petechia.var. gaudlachi

DISTRIBUTION OF SPECIES.

A CENERAL CATALOGUE OF THE BIRDS OT'TTT B,{HAMA ISLANDS, SHOWING

, THOSE FOUND IN TIIE UNITED STATES, AND GIVING THE ISLANDS TP
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r3.
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C1'anospiza ciris

Cr rtrospize c)'.ttieil .

Phon\rara bicolor

Splu(lillls zella

Dolichonyx oryzivorus

Agcku.r phcniceus . . .

Tyrannus nagnirostris

tyr",,n,,t cautlafasciatus

Tyrannus griseus

lllilrclrrrs stoli,lrrs ver. lucllsiensis '

Colltopus bahameusls

}itangus bahamensis .

Antrostotnus carolinensis

Chordeilcs nitror r
I)oricha evell'n:e

Doricha l1'rura

Sporttliurts recolcli.

Sporlrlinus brlcei

Ceryle alcYon

Sattrotht'ra bthanretrsis

Coccyzus americanus

Coccyztts minor

Crotophaga ani . .

Picus villosus .

I

:+2.

44.

45.

46.

47.

48.
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5o.
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66.

67.

68.

69.

7o.

7t,

73.

75.

76.

77.

73.

79.

8o.

8r.

82.

83.

34.

85.

86.

87.

83.

89.

SPhllrl,icus yariqs

Chrr sotis collaria

Strix fllnrnrca var. ltrllincol.r
Speotrto cunicuilr:r r.rr. florirllnr
Circus ltu(lsolliclts

Accipitcr frrscus,

Falco comnlrrris

F.rlco spln erius

Brrteo borealis

Ianrliorr halietus

Cathxrtcs aurl

ColrrnrLra icucocephala

Zeneda auabilis

Charrcpcleia passrrina

GeotDgon nrartirrica

Ortl'r r-irginianus

Squatarola helvetica

Charadrius fulr.us var. .r,irgi:ricus

,€gialitis vociferus

,€gialitis wilsonius

,€gialitis semipahnatus

,€gialitis melodus

Ifematopus palliatus

Strepsilas iDterpres
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x?l x
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XX
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XX
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nigricollis

pusillus

minutilLa

nlaculata

boiapartei.

arenada

semipalmatus

melanoleucus

flavipes

macularius

ajaja

.\ r.l-x I er ,,li1s

egretta

cancli<iissirua

Ardea leucogirstln var. leucoPrTDla

Ardea cyanirostris

II Arclea rufa

Ardea cierulea

Atdea vlrescells
T

violacea

I exilis

Iongirostris
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I I5'

r 16.

t17.

I I8,

I I9.

t 20.

122.

l -1.

I ?,+.

r25.

t26.

t27.

r23.

129.

r3 0.

I3 I.

132.

r33

r3+.

r3 5.

,j6.

t 37.

Iorzana carolina

Gallintla galeata

Porphyrio niartirlica .

Fulica americana

Pheuicoptems rubra

.{nser hiberboreus

Derrrlroclgna arborea

Auas boschas

Dafila baliaurensis

Querqrreclula rli,scors .

Quercpeclula carolinensis

Fuliguia aflinis .

Fuligula collaris

Fuligula feriua .

Eresur:rtura rubicil

Suln liber
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Sula c1act,'latra

Pelecuus fuscts

Graculus dilophus vtr.
Tach),i)etes aquilns

Phaetllotl flavirostris.

Larus atricilla

Lams philadelphia

Sterua anglica

floridanus
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r 38.
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r 40.
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Sterna regia.

Sterna cautiaca

Sterna himuclo

Sterna paraclisca .

Sterna supercillar.is

S{erna fr iginosa

Sterna i.nostheta .

Anous stolidus

Oceanites oceanica

Puf6uus major .

Iuf6nus obsculus ,

Pocliceps clominicns
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APPENDIX.

A LIST OF BIRDS T1? 7 -{:'CO RDED FIrO\I THD BTHAMA ISLANDS' BUT WTIICE

}IIGIIT OCCASTONALLY OCCUR TI{ERE' 1\'I'I'II NOTES GIVING TI1E PRI\'

CIPAL CII ARACTERISTICS BY NI{ICH T}I]]Y IIIY BE IDENTIFIED'

t. 'fttrtdus lrzigratot'itts' ILonts' - Head ar.rd tail' blackish;

uncler parts, recldish brorvn; tlrroat n.rarkcd with whito and black'

Length about 9.5o, rving about 5'

\
z. 'ftt)tltts ntrslelitttts' Wooo Tilnuslt' - Belon'' lvhite; breast

ancl throat spotted or the sicles; legs' pirrkish' Length about 7'25'

rving about 4.

3. Tttrdus 7allasii' Henrtrr Tltnrsu' - Belou" rvl.rite; breast

andtlrroatmottledonthesicles;legs,yellolvisli.Ler-rgtlraboutT'
rr ing 3.:5.

+. Ttrrdus staittsotti' OrtvE-c'c'cl(oo Trrnustt' - Breast and

throat thickly rnarkecl with spots of olive' Length about 7' x'ing

alrout 4.

5. Turt*ts fttsttstr''z's \VIt-sorl's Tllnustr' -U nclcl parts' t'ltite;

o1it" or't tl.re sicles, sicles of breast ancl throat' rvith srnall' fine spots'

' Length about 7, rving about 4'
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6. Mitws piil,glotttts. NlocxrNc.grnn. 
-Wings l.ith trvo u,hitc

bars ; under parts, asl.ry and whitc. Length 9.5o, rving 4. r o.

7. R teo pentt sylatu icls, Bno.rD-lLsccn Iluzz,lrr>. _ \Ving
short and broacl; a clarf maxillarl. patch. Lcngth about 17, u,ing
about ro.

8. Catltartcs alratus. Blacx Vulrux.r. _ General pluurage,
black, feathers reaching the skull. Lcngth about 2.1, u_ing about r 7.

g. Ifacropalanaa hitnanloy'tts. Srrr-r S.rxnlrrln. _ Il/itt/cr.
Above, gray; under parts, *.hite. Lcnirth al:out S, r,ing about ;.
Easilv recognized by its long legs.

pinkish,

mottled.

7. ifla-
slightly

a

to. Linosa fcioa. Gnslr-rr.lnrLnn Goou.rr. _ Bill,
tipped rvith black; gencral plunrage, yrale rcclclish-brou.n ;
Length about 17, s.ing about 9.

r r. Tolants cllorolts. Grrrts Srr.rsrs. _ I{cscmblcs
.,;irs, Legs, greenish; runtp anci tail, u.httc, sor.r.tctinrcs
mottled. Lcngth about l:, t.ing aboLrt 6.5o.

13. Totaruts solilarrus, Sor_tt_.t rit,
lees, darii olive-brou'n, s1;ccli)ccl n.ith
Length about 8, rving about 5.

Terrmn. - Bill, straight ;

gray; under parts, $,hite.

+ t3. Nuncuitts ltut3irosln-r. Lo,r,;nrr.r.r._o CUrir_L\\,. _ ttill vc11.
long, curvecl, oftcn nrcasuling ovcr ciglrt inchcs; ,l,ntagc, bror'uish;
legs, dark. Length about 23, u.ing abor.rt r r.



14. Nu tenius hztr{sonicus.

the last. Bill about 3.75.

-A.PPENDlX.

Hunsoxr,rx Cunr.l.n. - Resembles

r 5. 'fonlalus loculalor. Woon IeIs. - ,{dult, head and neck

bare (young, featl.rerecl rvhitish) ; plurrage, white; sotne of primaries

pur-plish black; bill very loug ar.rd stout. Length about 5o, rving

about zo.

6. Ibis falcinellus rar. ot'dii. Grossv Irrs. - Plumage, chest-

nut and greenish. Length about 24, rving about rc.

t7. fis a/6a, WutTo Isrs.-About size oi the last; plurnage

rvhite, outer primaries tipped ii,ith black; young, brownish gray.

t8. Jiis ntlra. Sc.lnlrr Isrs, - Al:out size of the last;

plumaqe, bright scarlet, orttcr prinlarics tipped rvith black; youug,

gr:ay, sometimes mottlccl rvith scarlet.

1g. Boldtl,.tts t;t )r. BItrtr<1. - Getleral plulrage, brot'nish,

streakecl rvith tau,ny ancl black; lcgs, grcenish; soles of tlre feet,

1,ellorv. Length about 25, rving about ro'

zo. .l\t-v r I iardctt grisca ',Lttr. ttnititt. Nrcur Henox' - Bill more

sler.rrlcr that.r tltat of :V t,ioldra, resenblilrg tl.rat species; head only

slishtly crested. Ler-rgth about z3, rving about rz.

zt. Rn//us z,irgfuinlus. Vrttctrt.l R,lIr. - Rcsemllles R, lon3 i'

rostris; sna71. Lcngth a1.:out 9, rvir.rg about 4.

I

)
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22, Porzar,l jn*oiccrris. Blecx R,ul.- Plurnage clark; head

and under parts, dark slatep prinraries rvith snrall rvhite spots,

Length about 5.25, ri'ing 2.75.

23. Auas obscura, , Dusxr- Ducx. - Plumagc, mottled dark

brorvn, patch of dark bluc on the rvings. Length about :3, rving

about ro.

24. Da,rtla, aruta, PrNrerl, - Central tail-feathers much pro-

longed; under parts, rvhite. Length about 24, rving about rr.

25. S?dtula cl,pcata. Suovr.LlBn Ducr. - Bill very broad at

the en{1 head and neck of the rnale, grcen; bclly, chestnut. Lcngth

about zo, rving about lo.

26. Air sfonsa, Wooo Ducx. - Hcacl, rvith

sith green, chcstnut, and blaclt; brcast, {rcstnut,
rvhite. A beautiful spec ir:s.

crest, marked

speckled rvith

27. Buefhala e langula, Golne r-ryro Ducr. - Head and part
of neck, green; rvhite spot on the check ncar the base of tlre bill.
Length about r7, rving aLout 8.

.e

crest;

lvhite.

Bucel/rala albeola, Burr.Lr-r r r.rnro Ducx. - A kind of
head, green, rvliitc, ancl purplc; brcast and uncler parts,

Length about 15, ting al;out 6.

29, Pittattts t raclLy r/t_l,ttc/t t -r. \Vrrrll: l)g1.16.1--.- Gcneral plu-
mage, s-hite; sac, ycllorv. Lcnsth about 65. f

\

r t

L
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3c.. Ldras arg?ltdttts. H::nnrNc Gun. - Alove, pearl_gray;
belorv, rvhite; bill, yellorv, sl.rorving a red spot; . feet, flcsh-color.
Length about 25, rving about 16.

3r. Larrs dclawarensis, Rrxc-errleo Gulr-.._ Bill, dull yellor,,
rvith black band near the tip. Length about rg, u,ing about 14.

32. Stcnm gthrirula/a. Erlcexr Tnnr. _ Bill, bright recl,
paling at the tip; lcgs and {eet, black; crorvn ancl crest, bla,ck; ander
ports s/tozting r.osc color. Length about rS.io, iving about ru.z5.

33. Sll,nut tntdedttz. TrlulR.ru's Trrs. _ Bil1, orange, marked
uith black; entirc plumage, grayish; a bancl throtrgh the eye.
Length about r:, rving about 9.5o. --.r.

3.1. Slenttt iforslri. Fosrsri's Tr:rs. - No black cap;
parts, r'hite; a black band through the eye; bill darl.
about r:.5o, l'ing aboul ro.

un cle r

Length

35. R/rlntfioibs tigt-tr. Br_.lcr Sunnron, 
- Above, black; uncler

parts, rvhite; bill, red and l:lack; tlie under rnanclible much longer
than the u1:pcr ; r,cry tl.rir.r. Lengtl.r about t 8, wing about r 4.

36. Podill,ntitts podiry's. Preo-rrLLeo Gnrnr. - Ilill u,ith blacL
bar; black patch on thc throat; uppcr parts dark; r:nder parts,
rvl.rite, sorretintes marked witli clusk),. Lengtl.r al:out r 3, rving
about 5.
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lneloclus,

wilsonius,

Anous stolklus,
rBz

I
caerulea,

cyanirostris,
egretta, fi6
herodias'
IeucogastIa var. IcucoPrYmna, r63

rufa,
r70

virescens,
r7r

exilis,
ril Rlue-gray

B

Cuchoo,

Duck'
Irinch,

Crecper,
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Brorr.n Pelican,
}iul1 l,ec1: ( SaLlderlino r

Xut.o Lore.rli..,,

I3uzza.rcl,

I C.
Caliclris arenaria,
Cape XIa1, Warbler,
Carolina Rail,
Catbircl,
Cathartes aera,
Certhiola Liahamensis,
Cen le alsI6p,
Chanrepelia passedna,
(-irrr ru,lr ius f,rlru. rcr. ritgirricrr,,
Uh cstlt u t-si(led \\.xrLler,
Cfiorcleiles rrinor,
Cirl.sotis collar-ia,
Chucli-rvills rliclol,,
C ir-cus craleus rar. hucisonius.
Clai:per I{ail,
Coccyzus anrericanus,
Cocc,vzus nrilor,
Coiumba leucoceplrala,
Contlon'Iern,
Corlmol \iireo,
Cortopus balarnensis,
Coot,

Cormorant, Floricla,
Creepcr, llllranra Honey,
Creeper. Black aud \\,hir.,
Crotophaga ani,
C rorv,

Cuckoo, Bahanra,
Cuckoo, Mangrovq
Cucl<oo, yellorv billerl,

II5
r39
r+5

6z

ro6
123

Io+
t:8
r76
1r7

1t7

2rt
83

IOI

r78
r98

16

5+
r r8
ril
r r6
t r7
t\7

t96
r6o
I3I
r34

INDEX.

C1'anospiza ciris,
Cyanospiza cyanea,

l)

guncliachi,
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rsj
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.q9

6q

65

66

6z

63

6z

57

69

6L

6j
97
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IIO

r39
r4r
r3t
r8s
r87

,89
r83
r89
,83
2tg

r6o
63

r76

5r
r3.l
1c,

Dafila bahamensis,
Death Bird,
Derclrocygna arborea,
DendrcEca estiva,
Dendrceca blaekburnia,
Dendreca caerulescens,
Dendrreca coronata,
Deodrceca cliscolor,
Dendreca dorninica,
Dendrceca kirtlandi,
Dendrceca maculosa,
Deuclrceca palmaruru,
Deudrceca peunsyivanica,
I)endrceca petecl.ria,
Dendrceca petechia var
Dendrreca piuus
Dentlreca striata,
Denrlrcrca ligrina,
Dolichonyx oryzivorus,
Doricha er:elynze,

Doricha lyrura,
Dove, Ground,
Dove, Key West,
I)ove, Zenaida,
Duck, Bahama,
I)rLcli, Lesser Black-heariecl.
Duck, l{ed hearlecl,
llucl<, Ring-neckecl,
l)uck, Rudcl1.,

Duck, 1ree,
l)usky 9hg26,21..,

I



I
fI

I r.i 7

rsg

I I

r30
t29
r30 .

102

92

91
I3I
r8o
t26
r98
r77

99

99
I OI

IOO

200

r78
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Bahama,

Black-faced,
Great White Egret,

Greirter Shearwater,

Greater Yellorv-leg,

Greater Yellorv-throated

I
Owl,

Grebe, St. Domingo,
Conuora t,

Green Heron,

Gra]',

Great billetl,
Least Birharna,

Rtrfous tailed,

Grosbeak,

Grosbeak,

Ground
Gu11,

Gull,

I rllinis,
collaris,
lerinl r.lr. luericrtrl.

Gull-billed
Gundlach's

,89

G.

r56

r77

I

I
I

E.

Egg Bird,

Egret, Great lvhite,
Egret, Little White,

Egret, Reddish,

English Sparrow,

Ereunetes pusillus,

Erisrnatura rubida.

Gallinago rvilsoni,

Gallinula galeatr,
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H.

Hrnratopus Palliatus,
Hairy WoorlPecker,

Hlrvk, Marsh,

150

r20
rzB
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Havk, Red-tailed,
Harvk, Sharp-shinncd,
Helnitherus vemrirorus,
lJcron, Great Blue,
I{eron, Green,
Ilcron, Inagua,
Heron, Litrle }llue,
Heron, Louisiqna,
Herol, Yellon crorvred Night,
Himautopus nigricoliis,
Hirtrndo cyaneoviridis,
Hilunclo Irorreorun,
Humuring-bird, Btrlunrl,
Ilumming-bird, Rrace's,
Humnring-bird, Lyre-tdlecl,
Huurning-bircl, Riccorcl's,

Inagua Heron,
Indigo Bird,

K.

Key West Dove,
Kildeer Plover,
Kingbird, Bahama,
Kingfsher, Belted,
Kirtland's Warbler,

L,

Lanir.irco crassirost s,
Lxrus atricilla,

I

r5r
rzS

56
r66
17r
r63
t7 r

r68
17 3
r5i
79

78
ro8
I I3
IIO
lII

I

E

INDEX.

Larus philadelphia,
Laughing Gull,
Least BaLama Flycatcher,
Least Bittem,
Least Sandpiper,
Least Tern,
Lesser Black,hcaded Duck,
Little BIue Herot,
Littlc Mocking-bird,
Little Nkht Harvk,
Little White Egret,
Louisiaua Herou,
Loxigiila noctis,
Loxigilla violacea,
Lyre-tailed Humming-bird,
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r58
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ro6
t67
r68
87

85
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tr{acJorhamphus griseus, t57
\I:rllard, rS4
llangror.e Cuckoo, tt1
llan-of rvar Bird, 2oo
llargarops fuscattrs, 47
l'Iarsh l{an'k, rzg
llanland YelloN-tirroatedl\rarbler, I2
trtiurocicbla plumbea, 45
I{irnocichla mbripes, 46
Ilimus bahamensis, 

4g
IliDrus carolinensis, 5r
N{inus orpheus var. dorninicus, 4g
Mniotilta \.ada, 

S+
X{oc)iiug-bird, I3ahama, 48
l\Ioclirrg Lirtl. Lirtle, .1S

Itlirrrclrrrs stolirlus r:rr. lcuclysiensis, roo
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9o

I,+I 
]

'ns I
IO2

,rs 
I

66

I

I

l

83

zos 
l



)

N

Night Hawk, Little,
Night Heron,

Noddy Tem,

Nolpareil,
Nyctiardea violace4

o

OceaDites oceantca,

Orry*x virginianus,

Osprey,

Orvl, Barn,

Owl, Florida Burrowing,

Oyster Catcher,

Pandiou halletus,

?arrot,
Parrot Duck (local),

Passerculus savanna,

?asser domesticus,

?artridge,
Parula americana,

Paw-paw Bird,

Paw-parv 'l'hrush,

Pectoral SandPiPeq

Peeps (ScoloPacid;e),

Pelican, Broln,
Pelicanus fuscus,

Peregdue Falcon,

Petrel, Wilson's,

?haethor flavirostris,

PhcenicoPterus ruber,

Phonipara bicolor'

Picus vitlosus,

Pigeon, lvhite-headed,

Piue CreePing Warbler,

Piping Plover,

Pitangus bahamensis,

Platalea ajaia,

Plover, Btack-bellied,

Plover, Golden,

Plover, Kildeer,
?lor,er, Piping,

Plover, Ring-necked,

Plover, Wilson's,

Plumbeous Thrush,

Podiceps dominicus,

PolioPtila carrulea,

Porphyris martinica'
Porzana carolina,

Prairie Warbler,

Puffiuus maior,

Puffinus obscurus,

Purple Gallinule,

Purple Grosbeak,

a.
Quril,
Querqucdula carolilensis,

Querqueclula cliscors'

RLril, Carolina,

Reil, Clrpper,
Rallus lougirostris,
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Rain Crow,
Red-Bredsted Snipe,
Reddish Egret,
Red-headed Duck,
RedJegged Thrush,
Redstar!
Red-tailed Hark,
Red-winged Blackbircl,
Rigcord's Hununing-bird,
Riug-necked Duc\
Ring.necked plover,

Roseate Tem,
Royal Tern,
Ruddy Duck,
Rufous-tailed Flpatcher,

e

Santlerliug,
Sandpiper, Least,
Saodpiper, Pectorai,
Sandpiper, Sanderling,
Sandpiper, Semipalnrated,
Sandpiper, Spotte<I,
Sandpiper, tr\hit+rumpled,
Sandrvich Tem,
Saurothera balamensis,
Savanna Sparrov,
Sea lie,
Sea Swallorv (Tern),
Seiurus aurocapillus,
Seiurus noreboracensis,
Senripalmated Sanclpiper,
Setophaga ruticillq
Sharp-shinned llawk,

PAC&

Shearwatet Dusky, 2tg
Shearwater, Greater, 2tg
Snipe, Red-breasted, rS7
Snipe, lYilson,s, 156
Snow Goose, tgz,
Sooty Tern, 2r+
Spauish Paroque! g5

Sparrorv, English, g8
Sparrow, Fa)con, r3o
Sparrow, Savanna, gg
Spheotlto culicularia var. floriclala, rz6
Sphyrapicus varius, tzt
Spindalis zena, 

92Spoonbill, fi4
Sporadinus bracei, r 13
Sporaclinrrs ricordi, rrr
Spbtted Sandpiper, 162
Squatarola helvctica, t44
St. Domingo Grebe, 22.
Stema aoglica,
Sterna anosthcta, ;::
Stcrna cantiaca, 2rr
Sterna fuligirosa, zr4
Stcrna lrimndo, 2tt
Stenta paratlivca, zt.
Sterna regia, zto
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Sterna superciliaris,
stilt,
Strepsilas interpres,
Strix flarDtnea var. pratincola"
Sula dactylatrd,
Sula fiber,
Sunrmlr Warbler,
Swallow, Bahama,
Swallow, Bam,
Swallow, White-bellied,
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82
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d3

'fachr-cineta bicolor;
'Iachlpetes aquilus,

Teai. Illue-rvinged

Teal, Green-rvinged,

Tern, lridled,
Tcru. Courmon'

Tern, Gull'billed,
'ferr, Least,

Tern, \ocid1',

Teru, Roseate,
'Ierrr. Ro1al,
'l-ern, Suclrvich'

Tero. Soot)',
'llrrush. Golden-crorvnecl,

Thrush. I'aw-Pas"
'lhrush. Plutnbeous,

Thrustr, Red-legged,

Thrusl't, \\'ater,

Tobacco Dove,
'fotanus flariPes'
'Iotauus urelanoleucus,

Totanus semiPaltuatus,

Tree Duck,
1'ringa bonaPartei,

Tringa lnacullta,

1'ringa utinutilla,
'lriugoicles rnacularius,

Tropic Iiird,
'I urkev Duzzard,

Tumstolle.
Tyrauntts caudifasciatus'

Tyratrrus grisetts,

TJ,rarur.ts tlagnirostris,

Vireo altiloquus var. barbatulu5,

Vireo, Black-uhiskered,

Vireo, Courmon,

Vireo fl:rt'ifrons,

Vireo, Yello\Y-throated,

w.

Warblcr, Illacli and Yellow,

\\rarbler, Blackbumian,

\\Iarbler, lllack-Poll,

\Yarbler, Black+lrroded Blue,

Warbler, I3lue Yellorv-backed,

\Yarbler, CaPe trlaY'

\Varbler, Chestrut-sided,

\\'arbler, Grelter Yello\v-throated'

lVarbler, Gundlach's,

\\'arbler, Kirtland's'
\\'arbler, Nltrylancl Yellov-throated'

Warbler, Pine-creePtng,

Warbler, Prairie'

lVarbler, Summer'

Warbler, Worm-eating,

Warblei Yellow Red-Poll,

Warbler, Yellow-rumPled,

lVarbler, Yellow-throated,

Water -f hrush,

Whistling Duck,

White-bellied Swallow'

White-headed Pigecn'

White-rumPled SandPiPer'

Willet,
trVilson's ?etrel,
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\Vilson's ?lover,
\\'ilscrn's Snipc,
tr\'oocl l)ore,
\\rooilpecker, Hain,
1\'ooclpecker, Yellot bellietl,
1\'ooclstar, Ilahamr.
\\'onr-eating'lYarbler,

Yellorv bellied \YoodpecLer,
Vellov-billed Cucloo,

INDES.

lZenai,lr anaLilis,
Zenairla Dor.e.

Yellorv-crorvned Night Heron,
Ye1low-lcg,

Yellos, leg, Greater,
Iellorv ltedloll \\'rrbler,
\-c1lor, rurnplerl \\:erb1cr,
Ycllo\1-thilrtcd \iireo,
Yellorv throated \\:arLler.
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