Mehogani: Swietenia mahagoni (L.) Jacq.; Family- Meliaceae

The genus Swietenia Jacq. of the family Meliaceae is after Austrian botanist Gerard von.
Swietex and it has only with three species native of tropical America and now mostly the two
species S. mahagoni (L.) Jacq. and S. macrophylla King are introduced in many countries for
extensive uses of timbers and another one is S. humilis Zucc. The name mahagony derived from
‘m’oganwo’ (i. e. Khaya ivorensis in Yoruba, SW Nigeria, of the same family Meliaceae, alike in
many features) and modified by Portuguese and English in Jamaica in 17th century where
Yoruba were transported as slaves for this species S. mahagoni. The myth surrounding Mahagoni
is that its fruits never fall on anyone’s head. This is a popular belief, especially among students
and is often used as a humorous way to encourage studying. However, this is a false myth as the
fruits of the tree do fall and the winged seeds are dispersed by wind. In English it is named as
Cuban mahagoni much exploited for fine cabinet timber, and for ship- building. S. macrophylla
is also known a Honduras mahagony, haywood and S. humilis as Mexican mahagony, situated in
AJC Bose Indian Botanic Garden. All these species are in plantation in Asia for valuable timber
production. There is no widely documented mythological fact directly tied with Swietenia
mahagoni and in India well known by West Indian mahagony has been used for centuries for
valuable timber. However, there are many common English names for S. mahagoni as Spanish,
Cuban, Puerto Rico or Jamaica mahagony tree and for S. macrophylla as Honduras, Colombian,

Mexican, Brazilian or, Peruvian mahagony tree.
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