Chir Pine: Pinus roxburghii Sarg.; Family- Pinaceae

The Himalayan mythology and cultural traditions place importance of Pinus roxburghii,
also referred to as chir pine. It is also known as Pinus longifolia Roxb. in some flora. Moreover,
it is called as Himalayan long-leaved Pine in English. In some regional customs, the tree is
revered and linked to spiritual and heavenly attributes. The chir pine, locally called salli, is
particularly valued in mythology and ceremonies in the Jaunsar-Bawar area of Uttarakhand,
India. Because of its evergreen nature, it is frequently utilized in religious ceremonies and is
thought to be a tree that unites the earthly and celestial realms. It also represents resiliency and
eternity. In some traditional rites, the resin and needles are used to fend off evil spirits or as

offerings in sacred fires, signifying divine connection and purification.
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