


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































220 THE DESCENT OF MAN. PART IL 

point, 13 as a crucial test that obscure colours have 
acquired . for the sake of protection during the penod '­
of nesting. A different view seems to me more pro­
bable. As the cases are curious and not numerous, I . 
will briefly give all that I have been able. to find. 

In one section of the genus Turnix, quail-like birds( 
the female is invariably larger than the male (being 
nearly twice as large in one of the Australian species), 
and this is an unusual circumstance with the Gallinacere. 
In most of the species the female is more 
coloured and brighter than the male,u but in some 
species the sexes are alike. In Tiirnix taigoor of India (\ 
the male "wants the black on the throat and neck, , 
"ancl the whole tone of the plumage is lighter and less ·. 
"pronounced than that of the female." The female . 
appears to be noisier, and is certainly much more · 
pugnacious than the male ; so that the females an_d · 
not the males are often kept by the natives for fighting, 
like game-cocks. As male birds are exposed by the 
English bird-catchers for a decoy near a trap, in order 
to catch other males by exciting their rivalry, so the · 
females of this Turnix are employecl in India. When 
thus exposed the females soon begin their " loud 
"purring call, which can be heard a long way off, and 
"any females within ear-shot run rapidly to the spot, 
"and commence fighting with the caged bird." In this 
way from twelve to twenty birds, all .breeding females ' --., "' 
may be. caught in the course of a single day. Th; 

13 ' W estminster Review,' J ul.v 
1867, ::i.nd A. Murray, 'Journ al 
of T ravel,' 1868, p. 83. 

14 For the Australi an species, 
see Gould' s ' Handbook,' &c., vol. 
ii. pp. 178, 180, 186, and 188. 

53?SbC S?n 

In the Briti sh Museum speci­
mens of the Australian Plaiu­
w::i.nderer (Pedionomus torqua­
tits) may be seen, shewincr simi-
lar sexual differences. 
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. 270 THE DESCENT OF MAN . P ART II. 

legs, and then not only butt, but " inake a cut down 
"and a jerk up, with th e ribbed front of their scimitar- \ 
" shaped horn, as with a sabre. When the 0. cyclocm·us 
"attacked a lar ge clomestic ram, who was a not ed 
"brui ser, he conquered him by the sheer novelty of his 
" mode of fightin g, a: closing at once with his ( 
"aclv ersary, and across the face and. 
" wish a sharp dra wmg Jerk of the head, an<l\ tnitn 
"bounding out of the way before the blow could be 
" returne cl." In. P embrokeshire a male goat, th e 
master of a flock which durin g sev.eral generation s hfhl 

' 

run wild, was known to have killed several mal ' i / 
sin gle combat; this goat possessed enormous 
measurin g thirty -nin e inches in a str aight lin e from 
tip to tip. The common bull, as every one ,knows, 
gores and tosses bis opponent; but the Italian 
is said never to use his horn s, he gives a tremendous 
blow with his convex forehead, and then tramples on 
his fallen enemy with his knees-an instinct which the 
.common bull does not possess.23 H ence a clog who pins 
a buffalo by the nose is immediately crushed. We 
must, however, remember that the Italian buffalo has 
been long domesticated, and it is by no means 
that the wild parent-form had similar horns. Mr. . 
.BarUett informs me that when a female Cape buffalo 
(Bubaliis caffer) was turned into an enclosure w1tli a 
pull of the same species, she att acked him, and he in 

• return' ' pushed her about with great violence. But it 
was manifest to Mr. Bartlett that, had not th e bull 
shewn dignified forbearance, he could easily have 
kill ed her by a single lateral thru st with his immense 

23 M. E. M. Bailly, ' Sur des Sc. Nat.' tom. ii. 1824 p 
l'usage des Comes,' &c., 'Ann al 369. ' • 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































