Neem: Azadirachta indica A. Juss; Family- Meliaceae

Azadirachta indica, belonging to family Meliaceae, is known as neem tree in Bengali,
Nimba in Sanskrit and Margora tree in English, distributed in Southeast Asia. According to
ancient lore, the neem tree is originated during the Samudra Manthan (Churning of the Ocean),
when drops of Amrita (the nectar of immortality) fell upon the earth. Wherever these sacred
drops touched the soil, neem trees sprouted, imbued with the power to heal and purify. In Hindu
tradition, the neem tree is revered as Neemari Devi, a healing form of the Divine Mother, and as
the abode of Goddess Sitala in Bengal, who controls diseases like smallpox. Devotees wave
neem leaves to ward off fever-demons. Medicinal power is celebrated in the Mahabharata,
where Nakula and Sahadeva healed warriors' animals. The tree's spiritual significance is
deepened with Chaitanya Mahaprabhu, the Radha-Krishna incarnation, born under a neem tree
and named Nimai, linking divine love with earthly healing. Thus, the neem embodies protection,
medicine, and sacred energy in Hindu mythology. Neem has many medicinal values as nimbidin
is the chief bitter principle of the oil. Fresh young leaves used as vegetable and taken after
frying. Fresh tender twigs used to clean teeth. Seeds yield a non-drying oil, neem oil, used in
skin affections. Neem leaves as antiseptic; flowers as tonic and stomachic and berries are

purgative and emollient.
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