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grazers need heavy molars (grinding 
teeth) to break up the tough fibres 0£ 
bark or pasture grass. In areas where 
the vegetation is particularly harsh, ani­
mals sometimes wear their teeth away 

• 
Seed, nut and root need sharp 

incisors (gnawing teeth in the front of 
the mouth). Among animals, these in­
cisors are exceedingly sharp and often 
continue to grow throughout the ani­
mal's life. He must do a great deal of 
gnawing to keep them worn down, so 
that they will not .Keep on growing right 

Dinner Time 
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out of his mouth-then he would starve. 
One of the world's great gnawers is 

the pocket gopher of the North Amer­
ican prairies. He specialises in roots­
any kind of root, from a tiny peanut to 
the taproot of a full-grown tree. His 
upper front teeth, two razor-sharp 
chisels, are actually outside his mouth, 
protruding through an opening in the 
skin of his upper lip. With these teeth, 
he can chop out a portion of root and 
whittle it down to carrying size within 
seconds. 

Like many other small animals, the 

7i moose nothing is sweeter than water plants. He will dive headfirst to get at them. o a , . 
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CHAPTER 

Bedtime 
Some sleepers make their beds 

high in treetops. Others pick 

the ocean as the perfect place 

,..for a comfortable snooze 

An animal's bed may be the ·branch of 
a tree, a ·hole ".in the ground, even an 
ocean swell. Some animals are happy to 
drop down anywhere. Others are more 
particular where they sleep. 

The great apes make new sleeping 
quarters almost every night. The chim­
p'!.nzee makes a kind of mattress by 
bending tree branches together and 
then weaving in branches. For 
more comfort, he covers the branches 
with twigs and leaves. 

A chimp usually has a second bed on 
the ground for daytime naps. This .is 
built crudely ofleaves and branches, but 
it gives the chimpanzee shade from the 
hot tropical sun while he snoozes. 

The orangutan and the gorilla are 
nest builders. The female gorilla builds 
her nest in the trees and sleeps there 
with her babies. The male gorilla weighs 

.. too much to be a tree sleeper. He piles 
up a soft bed on the ground, at the foot 
of the tree, and keeps guard. 

One ape that really likes his sleep is 
the orangutan. He may work an hour or 
more making his bed, weaving the nest 
with loving care, testing the branches to 
ma_ke sure they will hold his great 
weight. He leaves part of one branch 
sticking out, and this becomes his "h _ 
dl ,, b an 
. e ranch; he uses it to haul himself 
mto and out of his nest. When he finally 
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CHAPTER 

ome 
Sw etHome 

Home can be a cosy cave 

a tunnel with several rooms, 

a perch high up in a tree, or jqst 

a smooth stalk of bamboo 

0 

Where does an animal live? .. Why, at 
his home-sheher of some kind suited 
to his needs. 

If he is a long-legged animal, a swift 
runner, he may need only to stand under 
a tree occasionally. If he is weak and 
slow, he may need a very strong and 
well-hidden house for protection. If he 
lives near water, may make his home 
in the bank of a river. If he is a moun­
tain animal, he may take shelter behind 
crags and pinnacles of rock. Some ani­
mals take shelter every day. Others 
need it only in bad weather or during 
the breeding season when there are 
young to be protected. 

There are two main kinds of animal 
homes, holes and nests. The perfect hole 
is a cave-sturdy, well insulated against 
cold or _heat and ready-made. A hole­
living animal will almost always take a 
cave if he finds one and is allowed to re­
main unmolested. A single large cave 
may offer shelter to a dozen different 
kinds of animals-snakes, rats and mice 

' lizards, fish, coyotes, insects, birds. And 
cranni es between large rocks mak e tiny, 
one-room caves for smaller creatures. 

Wolv es often hav e their headquarters 
in caves. Living as they do in Alaska 
Siberia and other sub-Arctic lands , the; 
need staunch pro tection against bitt er 
cold . Wolves are roamers by nece ssity, 

Wood rats, always on the hunt for building materials, sometimes rob cam" if b . 
rers o uttons, coins. 









Home Sweet Home 

or sink beyond the standard depth. 
Staunch diggers indeed are the badg­

ers, surpassing even moles and gophers 
in speed and endurance. The badger is 
a great home-lover and family man. He 
devotes much care to his burrow. Sev­
eral generations of badgers may occupy 
the same burrow, grown-up cubs often 
bringing home a mate and moving in 
with-or next door to-the old folks. 

Badgers are house proud 

The European badger is a forest ani­
mal and his burrows, called "sets," are 
usually dug into banks or hillsides. They 
are much more elaborate than those of 
the American badger, for he is a shyer 
and more retiring animal. The tunnels 
of his set may wander about under­
ground for 300 feet or more, and living 
chambers may be three stories deep. 

Badgers are exceedingly house proud. 
The European badger is forever enlarg­
ing his set, cleaning it out, bringing in 
fresh bedding. Cutting piles of grass, 
weeds, moss or straw, he brings them 
back to the set entrance in his mouth. 
Then, when he has a large enough pile, 
he pulls it together into a bundle, which 
he holds between his nos·e and front 
paws, and backs down into the set. In 
spring he may cover his bed with a layer 
of flower petals. If the badger family is 
large, it takes several nights of patient 
labour to bring enough fresh bed­
ding for everyone. 

The chipmunk displays his ingenuity 
by hiding the entrance to his hole . He 

t 
l 
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The aardvark is probably the fastest J.lgger 

first digs a sloping tunnel down to about 
5 feet below ground level. There, he ex­
cava tes several rooms, depending on the 
size of his family and the amount of 
nuts he has to store. Then he digs up 
again to the ground, making his back 
door. This second opening has no tell­
tale pile of dirt, no torn-up plants to 
give away its position . All the dirt has 
been carried out through the first open­
ing and scattered, the plants hardly dis­
turbed. When this second entrance is 
ready, the first is plugged up, and the 
chipmunk's home is indeed hard to spot. 

Coyotes make quite elaborate dens 
with two tunnels, each 25 or 30 feet 
long from the outside to the sleeping 



any livinf creature. His great claws and his powerful leg muscles send a jet of dirt flying. 

chamber below. Liking ventilation, they 
dig an air shaft through the roof of the 
chamber-or place the chamber under­
neath an abandoned gopher hole. 

Hole dwellers often live in large com­
munities of dozens of individuals, whose 
dens are connected by a maze of under­
ground tunnels and passages. European 
rabbits occupy just such vast burrows, 
called "warrens." Fennecs, banded 
mongooses, certain armadillos and rat 
kangaroos also live m communal 
burrows. 

Vizcachas, South American relatives 
of the chinchilla, live in communities of 
twelve to fifteen burrows, holding twice 
that many animals and covering an area 

about the size of a fdotball field. The 
entrance to each den is a good 3 feet 
wide, and the vizcachas are careful to 
remove all plants, to allow a clear view. 
In front of these large doorways they 
keep piles of old bones, rocks, stolen bfts 
of human glitter and other keepsakes, 
and there they sit of an evening, enjoy­
ing the air. 

One of the most remarkable burrowers 
in the animal world is the prairie dog 
a North American rodent. He is consi­
dered a pest by farmers and is today kept 
under population control, but at one time 
his vast "towns" covered miles of prairie 
land. One such community is reported 
to have been 25,000 miles square with a 
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The Well-Dressed Animal · 
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streaks of sunlight falling across the 
jungle floor. Most elaborately decorated 
of all are the jungle cats-the tiger with 
his handsome stripes, and the jaguar, 
the cheetah, the serval, the margay and 
the ocelot, all with spotS' and speckles. 
The jungles and forests of the world are 
also full of smaller spotted members of 
the cat family. •Indeed, the young of 
some non-spott<;d cats are born with 
spots-the lion, the lynx and the pumas 
- ·and these spots do not disappear until 
the kittens are old enough to need no 
further concealment. 

It is so useful for an animal to blend 
into his background that nature some­
times allows him to change colour. 
Chameleons vary the shade of their 
skin according to the temperature and 
light intensity of their surroundings. 

There are no quick-change artists 
among the marn,mals, but some of them 
do undergo slower and more gradual 
changes in colour. Very marked changes 
take place in the fur of some seals. Harp 
seals, born on pack ice, are pure white .. 
at birth. By the age of four weeks, when 
they start learning to swim, they have 
grown a coat of pale, deep-sea grey. The 
animals' coats continue to pass through 
several colou r changes until they are full 
grown, at age four or five, when they 
settle down with light grey or ivory pelts, 
marked on the back with a brown circle 
or " harp ." 

Anot her kind of colou r change takes 
place with the seasons. The weasel 
changes to white when winter comes-

0 

0 
0 

all but the tip of his tail, which remains 
black all year round. In one way, win­
ter garb is rather unfortunate for the 
weasel-in white he is known as the er- " 
ffiine and his beautiful fur, once used to 

' trim the robes of kings; is in great 
demand. The · fur itself never changes 
colour. The old hairs simply fall out one 
by one and are replaced by hairs carry­
ing the new colour. 

This fine covering of hair, fur, wool 
and hide, with its handsome and protec­
tive colours, has to be taken care of. An 
animal's life, as well as his comfort, may 
depend on how well he cleans himself. 

Animal beauty parlour 

An elephant likes and needs a daily 
bath. Without regular bathings the ele­
phant's great hide would dry up and 
crack; parasitic insects might lay eggs 
in the cracks, causing the animal great 
torment if not illness. In the wild, an 
entire herd may often be seen bathing 
in a river or lake-sloshing through the 
shallows or sucking up water in their 
trunks to give themselves shower baths. 
In captivity, well-cared-for elephants 

, are bathed twice a day, including a care­
ful, all-over scrub. Lucky ones also get 
an occasional facial with cold cream. 

One of the cleanest animals in the 
world is the wild pig. He keeps himself 
that way by bathing, not in wate r , but 
in mud or dust. He has no fur and his 
skin is very sparsely covere d with stiff 
hairs called "br istles." Fleas or other 
biting pests could make life miserabl e 

r, 


























































