A
‘\v

TR Lot S A
: . o

Y - :
S i 0\ v
HARE: S > B e % NG -
> ‘:“.: X vj‘-‘_.A - o
T AT e ,.j.;_.«:».‘S"

ﬂ;‘jo','
) y ,
g r”~~‘)”’!)' P8 SR IR
e ST A rE A
7 Y AT AT ,;! ';“, ¥ 0
8,4 7. v 'l-, A o i.
Vi r" !I TV VY "’.'" 3 . My . 5
el Y o S !" Nl <
4’1 / ¢ Q ‘/!('.“ / > .‘ it ! r
] ' g ¥ - ,‘I i Tt N T
b-\.l', - o r ’ e .
14 A ‘..’”‘.,(.-,.},. 1 AN e 8.
S B s $ 7N SONG, .io'
}s d\'f'.i:-;) y/!" :’ ] % ‘f " ',-'
S 7R P $y
e (4% S i ,/, i :
AED e i PL g syl 20 ¢
Ay AP0 s (o " 2
SR e e
s N \/ poe 4 13 4%
Yy i) % 4 //_ ” ’ j ) s N
7 o 15 77 r N e ges
O s e ik e
47 b AN O') ). K " '.1
/ir 5 ] . 'i', e s 5 4)‘ o’ L o ~4‘
o 7, ./.’ 4 AL R g 4
P L e -'/"" AN .
X 2 ¥ L s AT .',.'.,"
BBl R 7 -
/'.s._,/’ LT~ ';c“l "‘ '_".-l' .’.:A
A7) y- 7 .‘/"‘,_ {
L/ AR g
) W 4 l'.P (P .-‘/.', ";.-’» - ~!'-'
A ‘1 ) A e
I r : A /SN .
5T '.,/"‘/‘- R g r-
s A s 4 e o=
Yo W y Ly ) -
“f"/ , . oA " . - <
1({‘/ .5 §G e i v
. A 2 ) L. A
v ‘?. > ” b L Py V. -
AR B2 T A
VAR =
o e e 5 () ATE .
% . U )) t ‘
onT Y TR e -
A 1 & N . - -
y > . /. ? -
1, : [ o) "
Iy S ’ L >
» -,/,‘ V’ J -
LA & e S . .
y e x e e
" » & v.,) & e, :
g "', o oL [} 1, ,'} : o -
% v s ar 1t.d q
.7 e - ; e -~ o
) vl U, S0 A o~
N . ¥ N --_.-‘Qi
o I s " ‘*—1
AR Y. =)
' - ' .,'
“ 3 oo v
y . ’ e et -}
. . &
: : -
Taay
o
- :‘
P y =
_‘.




v '.'\'

THE

NATURALISTS LIBRARY. °

O 31 '1

SIR WILLTAM JARDINE, B.\RT

FRs®m, vis, mt, “’0‘

( Vo'i... XXV.)

/ ORNITHOLOGY./
BRITISH BIRDS. Faxy 2od

* BY THE EDITOR.

. EDINEURGH:
W. H. LIZARS, 3, ST, JAMES' SQUARE;
&, HIGHLEY, 32, FLEET STREET, LONLON; aND
W. CURKY, JUN. AND CO., DUBLIN.
1843.



L3 b.
< ? ..' S
LN K]
-
e ®
. - . . 2
- . -y
. o
e
L



| . €%

Ty V. | 2—
NATURALIST’S ‘LIBRARY. .
ORNITHOLOGY. °

RSB, .

BIRDS OF ‘GREAT-BRITAIN.
AND IRELAND. = -

PART IIL

RASORES AND GRALLATORES,

L) v

'sy
_ SIR WILLIAM JARDINE, BART.
FRSE, SLE, ek
-

[ ; s
s » 0 .. -
' EDINBURGH :
Wi, LIZARS, &, ST, JAMES' SQUARE,
5. uxam.i-:\', 32‘ RLEET STREFT, LONDON ; AND
W. CURRY, JUN. AND CO. DUBLING
1842; 3



r Hu {akikis '”‘, il
* m-'s lfﬂ‘v‘"

f'vt,..,urnJ b .v

-.:t’r‘;tl " - 1'

J Y 3"
'ﬁl‘ " -W»-"k %
:*‘\.,‘ . o‘v " L4 i " "c\'

1
H



'Tlll! !

NATURAL HISTORY..

. .

% orrie

BIRDS OF «GEEAT BRITAIN
.+ AND IRELAND.

" phrr nx .
RASORES AND GRALLATORES.

ILLUSTRATED IIY THIRTY-FOUR COLOURED PEATES, WiTiH
L
POBTRAIT AND MEMOIR OF JOIN WALKEW, DD,
' "

w -
.

" L
o + By

SIR WILLIAM JARDINE, BART.
F.R.5 T, FLoS, &e. & >
<

EDINBURGH :

. 1, LIZARS, 3, ST. JAMES’ SQUARE ;*
& WIGHLEY, 53¢ PLEET STREET, LOXBON ; AND
W. CURRY, JUN. AND CO. DUBLLS.

1842,



A\l 5 > o 2 . i

o o WV ‘ol S o

T N PR . 0

é. ok O o PG S7AED) TSP TR
[N Sy " L. oy -

Aﬂ', ~ .l ] o .

LR B




XIS -

C\“«vut; that the ‘Sgoﬁ, 3 :ﬁ neas fmng r;md':u)
ﬂ..!'mu'ms are ||.a.dl.m[uxf\3 {u}uc&a o mqru u'u

lr\cu, Sers, < »
' o )
e e S . : -
as
o

r

ADVERTISEMENT FROM THE PUBLISHER.

. -~
L e—— .

I¥ our Advertiseinent which accompanicd the
*“ Hisrory or Exofic Morns,” which immediately
preceded the present Volume, we expressed o fond
hope, that this Third Volnme of the Birps or
Brrary would have made its appearance before
the expiry of last year; but, after 2he most, anxious -
solicitude and most strenuous os"rtiuh" we have
ouly now been alils to bring “it beforeaour Sub-
scribers. It is, however, the TlnrtyﬁmrM of the
Serics, so that only six moia require to be got oyt
to complete our originnl plan; and it may be relied
upon, that no efforts will be awanting on gur part
to fulfil our engagements, with our mest liberal,
patient, and indulgeut supporters.



x ADVERTISEMENT.

“While we, with the utmost sincerity, attempt to
give expression to our feelings upon this point, for
we can never loss sight of the indulgent patronage
bestowed upon our laarthened exertions in, this

Work, sivee its commencement in the year 1833,

yet we most sordially thank those mumerous kind
anonymous Friends, who so much deplore the pro-
speet of the termination of Tue Narvnanst's
Lmrary. But, although we purpese to conclude
tho series with the

FORTIETH VOLUME,

yet every one knows, that cur labours, though ex-
tending so far, only open up, or preface the subjest
Af Natural Soience ; for, if encovragement is still
held out to us, other Volumes, upon a similar Plan,
will be sure to follow the completion of the present,
with this advantage, that while they will form a
SeqUst or SUPPLEMENT to the Linrany, they will
be distinet nnd insulated from it ; for, we are now
persuaded, that & long Series of sach Works, ox-
tending to so many Volumes, and spread over so
long & perioc a1 the Publication, subject Purchasers
to a tax far too heasy to be barne, and of fur too
long continuance to be satisfuctory, either to the
Public or Publishers. »

In thy Preliminary Note to our last Publication,
we attempted to express these sentiments, and to
give similar explanations; but the multitude of
a*ixious inquiries aiter various Departments of Na-

)
:
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tural l!:stor’, not even hinted at in our pages, doree
us again to repent whmt we thensheld forth, .
Tho subjects of the rumumng Six Volumes aro

the fullo\nn"‘ — o Sy

1. lwmoowrw\ 10 FHE Manuu.u, by Colonel Hamilton
Smith, in which the Sfintagrade Family, avd other

HBranclics not embraced, or Im]wde)‘l]cuﬂhml in the
othor Volumes, will be «--«pccmlly dilated upon.

2. Sux Brps, by the E.htor,’amhrfwin- a Class of Omitho-
logical Forms aud Colouring, rivillling all' which Lave
preceded them, s ' '

3. Brurrsn Bricos, Part Fourth ; tbc conclasion of this sub-
jeet, by the Editor.

4. DBurrisat Fraues, Part First, h)' Dr. R. Hamilton, Author
of our Volumes on tlfe Marige Amphibie, and that on

Whales, &c.
5, Bairiss Frsngs, Past Second, by the ssme Author. o
0. Fisnigs or DBrizisH QUU\A, Part Sccond. by Schom-

burgk, * =

The whole of #he nbove are in the Press, and

considerable progress has been madé with them,
and wo can confidently assert, that_ere long, we
shall be able to terminate <he Series,

4 .
¢ -

8, S1. Jimes SQUARE,
Maroh. 1842, . ' >
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Jonx Warker, D.D., avaz hom towards the begin-
ning of the last centuty in the (Ym;ongate suburb of
Edinburgh, and received his edugation at the gram-
mar-school of that district, of which his father was
at the time Tector., His early proficiency in classical
literature is said tq have been <o great, that he was
able to relish Homer at ten years of age; and if
this be correet, he must have owed much to paternal

instruction. ol
He tells us himself, in a letter_to h Kames,
that he was a kind of naturalist by inteitioa: * Let

your lordship pursge the anglogy briween plaots .

and mankind as fir a8 you will, it i< wot likely I
shall be as much offended jis with my friend Lin-
nwus, I have been, frgfmy cradle, fond.of vege-
table life; and thougfl I like my species and the
rank I hold in the ereation, I declare I woull sooner
claim kindred o an oak or to au'apple-lree than to
an ape.” : 3
; B
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F _’fclm!son? in his ¢ Scottililistorical Li-
Drary,” “The best ml\(incco ip dhotany made in
Seatland are owing to fhe extraordinary akill and
industry of Mr. James Suthesdand, the procent
worthy overseer;of the Riyal and Pliysic Gardens

at Edinburgh, whose happy Inbours and scttlement

in that city are justly yegistered among the many
and great benchits for which sheswill ever be in-
debtéd to the memory Of Sir Andrew Balfour 3" and
Dr. Walker mentions this performance ¢ as a hook
1 have some l::"spcct for, as it was the first on
botany L ever peised, when, ten years old: eon-
taining o catalogue both considerable and acenrate
for that period.” . ‘

From the Canongate high-school he was sent to
the university, to prosecute that course of study
prescribed bz the Churclfof Seotland to candidates
for tho ed ministyze within her pale.  While
engaged tse preparatory lahonrs, about the year
1750, his stéention was attracted by the museum of
Sir Andrew Malfour, the sight of which first inspired
him with in attachment to “Latural history that
upernted powerfully upon his mind and fature pur-
saits, and which hs neve: loed, °

1t is melancholy to relate the fate of a mussum
that had cost the collector forty years of unromitted
attention, und whizh, after his death, had been de-
posited in the hall of the old college of Ediuburgh,
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then the lﬂmry‘"hsﬁ, aml'ms btlie\“i
Most conﬂdelibl&ﬂmt was in t&clao
univegsity rope. There i 1&1«mnm&£ﬁ\' :
years, usclessind neglrctcd some parts of it gmnv
to decay and®others abstracted ; il soon ufter the
period that Mr. Walkér had scen it, it wag dnsludg(d
frgm the hall where it had been so logg kept; was
thrdwn asde and farthgr and farther dilapidated,
and at length almost compl«.u-h' demolished.

In the year 1782, wlhen the Doctor filled the

natural history dmu', he extracted out of its ruins
and rubbish mufly picces still valuable aud vseful,
and plnvcd them in the best arder lie could ; and
adds, in the conclusion of the account from which
«the above is taken, © These T hope may now re-
main long in jis place, and be considered ag se
many pmuom rclies of the first naturalist, and one
of the best and gmu‘-t men thiscountry has pro-

duced.”*
~ Unforjunately tb(- Dgetor's anticipations .were
not destined to be realized.  He bad collected, for
the use of his class, n nurnéer of npccueu\us, which
he added to the pmfnl remains of Balfour; but be
had not the gcuvwmty to bestow theny on the
public, or perhups gid not copsider taem W orth it
l)cqucat- and at his death the musermm, and the
remains lw seemed o desigius fo preserve, under-
went o sefond spoh% aud he miserakle fraj-
ments left were of litefe benefit to his more emincnt
successor, who presented his own private collection
* Memoirs of Sir Androw Halfdur, 'hmu. A6, «

bS
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to the public, anu may thus be considered the
fourrder as well a5 the builder of that splendid
museunt, which is the bonsg of our university, and.
one of the most attractive as well as useful objocts
of curigsity in our city,. "

When Mr. Walker had finishdil with propricty
his pmlumun Ly course at the umvemty and gone
throngh with approbation his tridls bc-ore the fires-
bytery of Edinburgh, he was licensed to preach the
g(klp(!l He did not, however, continue long what
i ealled ‘a probationery having been ordained as -
minister of the parish of Glencross on the 13th day
of September, 1758. This parish, which lics south
from Edinburgh seven miles, was delightfully situ-
ated for a botanist, among the Pentland heights ;
and here Mr, Walker epent the next four years of
his life, assiduounsly cultiv ating the scienee he loved,
not only amid the romantic seenery by which he
was surrounded, but moking extensivo exeursions
to explore the vegetable and mineral kingdoms
thronghout the country, and examine any of the
remarkable productions o nature which claimed the
attention of ‘a philesopher. .

Amorg the acquaintance he formed at this time,
and with whem he ¢ wer afier kept up a correspond-
enea upon suchcLa in which thc;. both felt equally
interestod, was the Hf;uoumblu llmry Home of
Kames, one of the senator. of the college of justice,
&a | better known us Lord I\:um-s nnd one of their
mat bonds of connexion was a doexm for the im-
provement of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland.
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After the rebellion of 1745,
nexed the forfeited estates fo the
special purposes of that:annexation
lizing the inhabitants dn the said estates and those
of the other parts of thc Tiighlands and Islands of
Scotland ; promoting ‘among them the Protestant
tchmon, good ,r_,nvcmnmnt industry, and manufic-
tures, aml the pnncnplu of Inyqltv, and no other
purposes.” The produce of the cstates was to be
expended on the erection of schools for the educa’
tion of youth, to instruct“them in agricultuid’ and
manufactures, and also to erset and institute manu-
factures: and the execution” of these great and
benevolent public parposes was catrusted to com-
missioners, under the title of * The Board of An-
nexed Estates,” «of twhich Lord Kames was one of
the most active menghers. Dr. Walker, who was
then a frequent visitor of his lordship’s, gives the
following pleasing®trait of his attention to thu poor

':\lmant's

T have frequently viwxgcd Lim of & morning ;
and his breakfast, which wiis at an early hour, was
a very elegant oné, and usually ssort of Jevee,—
“and 1 scldom missed finding in hlc lobby some
tradesmen or coupfymen, \vl'o mmcz tn qpeak to

him about applications they had made to the Board *

of Trustegs for bountics or Premiums for new inven-
tions, or to the Comm".swm:rs of Annexed Estates;
and all such npphmhons he listened to with the
utmost attention. To do Mrs, .Drummslnd Justice,

-
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ché niever failed to semind him of thess poor peti-
tioners and their claimg, m which, to say the truth,
sho "took  great interest hefielf, She was an ad-
mirable woman, and seconfled all her husband'y
useful plans” p X T

In 17569 he med Bcr:jn,min'Fn'm&iliu, who visited
Lord Kames £hat' vear, and received from him, in
conversation, the accowtnt of the ;Jincs,nnd :lu:l%ric-
cory, andl other treed of America, mentioned in his
tract, * Remarkable Troes in Scotland ;" a tract for
which he must have Blen collecting materials at
this time.  And fo ths period, from internal eyi-
dence, thongh it has'fio date, T feel inclined to place
hig * Mineralogical Journal from Edinburgh to El-
Tiott,” the tenth of his tracts. ‘e
o At Gleneross he absa had tHe geod fortune to be
introduced to Mr. Tytler of, Woodhouseloe, after-
wards Lord Woodhcuselee, who friendship he long
enjoyed, and who, in his * Lift of Lord Kames"
whent noticing the Doctor’s death, says, that he lost
in him one cf his earlicst and most valued friends.

In the year 1762 he Wwas presented to the parish
of Moffat by the'Farl of Hopeton, and settled there
on the 13th’er Jvly, where he continued unremit-
tingly to pursue his fivourite efployments, improv-
" ing himself, silently but not unchservedly, till 1764,
when he was recommerded by Lord Kamnes to the
Commidsioners of Annexcil Pstates, 152 person most
eminently qualified by his uncommon natural talents
and scientifio acquirements to make a survey of the
v §
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Western Tslands, with regard ‘to their moral and
physical state and cqp’xlnlltws for those improve-
ments which they were so anxious to promote ; and
accordingly he received the appointment. He was
at the same time requested. by the Society for Pro-
pagating Cl iristidly i\xm\\]u]«e to visit their stations
and repdrt upop the progress of theirschools. Both
of Which objects Me accomplished, much to the satis-
faction of those who_had emplayed him.

The Report. which he niade to the Board of this
journey,—which lasted sewen months, dufing which
he had traversed! by his own computation, a space
of above three thousand miles<by land and water,—
rclative to the then state of agriculture, fisheries,
and manufactures it those, at that time, almost
unknown regions, with an amplé detail of the bes*
means for their improvement, as suggested by the
nature of the country and its local advnntngca, wis
esteemed highly inderesting and important, but was
not printed by the Comluissioncrs. It was,  how-
ever, found, after his death, among his papers, new
modelled, and published by his friend Charles
Stewart, printer fhimself favourahly known as the
author of ¢ Elements of the Natural History of the
Animal Kingdom®), under the title v ** An Econo-
mical History of the Hebrides,” 2 vols. &vo.

Although there has beep a great and bencficial
alteration‘in the state of ‘he Heurides sincerthe di v
when this inspection®cook plaee, yet the following
letter which he addressed to Lord Kames trom the
isle of Lewes is not withont interest. o
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# Stormowny, August 17, 1764,

“My Lord,—I received yesterduy the favour of
yous lordship’s, and have jaken this fisst appor-
tunity, since my last, to sequaint you with my
progress# After leaving Isla, I proceeded to Jura,
Colonsay, Oronsay, Teoimkifl, ull, Coll, Tiree,
Rum, Egg, aml Canna ;. after which I wc,nt'tlxmtlgh
Barra, South and North Uist, Béubacula, Berdera,
Valay, Pabbay; Eesny, aud Harris, and  arrived
westerday at this place,

I have scen the most fertile lands T ever saw in
my life, without cultivation ; a prople Ly nature
the most acute and shgacious, perfeetly idle; the
most valuable fisheries, without lines or nots; and
in every corner one of the finest harbours that ever
aature formed, o beantiful though, dseless void, as
inanimate and unfrequented as those of the Zerra
Awustralis. & FTNE

*The only appearance of industry T have met
with in the islands is at this place.  They,have for
some time had a considerable fishery of cod aud
ling. Their greatest dizconragement i the difii-
culty of procuring salt, and the hazard they run
with sale-bonds.  But that T hope will be removed
in this comex by the erectionof a custom-house,
which wiis done yesterday, i

“ One of the most effvetual encouragements of the
fisery in the idands, ana O think the casiest and
cheapest that has yot ecenried to me, would be
£1000 worth of salt and casks laid up at one or

two proper places, w be sold to the inhabitants at
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prime cost. The herrings have been swarming
since the end of last month, on the coasts bo:h of
the main-land and Long Tsland; but except a fow
taken in Skye, I havenot seen nor heard of one fast
beipg preserved. a 3

“ Lying at apchor last Monday night, in calm
moothin_c, in the fine land-lockeddake at Island
Glass, in the Lewes, which is a cirele of two miles,
perfectly surrounded with lofty Wmountaing, T saw
the water heaving with fish, and felt even the afr
strongly impregnated with their smell. T hree small
Highland yawlé, each of them with an old tattered
net, came alongside of us by daylight, loaded to the
brim with the largest herrings Loever saw, which
the poor people were anxious to sell at four-pence
‘the six score, having no sa't or casks to preser.e
them. And this is at present the case in every
loch in these pars. '

“ When the Lpinning-school was erected here
eight months ago, it met with the greatest apposi-
tion from the people. No -young wemen could be
brought to it till they wete compelled. To avoid
this, great numbers of them god themselves mar-
ried ! which was the case with sayer:T'but of twelve
years old!! But finding thut this was to be mo
protection, they at length submitted, and ever since®
the school has continued,foll. They now find it
both ensy and profitdhe, and pursne it with o de-
gree of spirit and cheerfulness which is very agree-
able. I saw above fifty of them, from nine to
twenty-five years of age, at their wheels, in one
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room, where a whccl‘ was searce ever known before.
They“seemed quite lmppy at their work, and all
Joineal in -a Fhghtind song, swhich gave me more
pleasure, if it be safe to own such an unpolite no-
tion, thar gny concert Lwwas ever pi‘ee(-nt ats

“ The Q]mmmg-nmtws-. who 'is a woman from
Fife, T fonnd vnder real, T may say, .btJdI]y amnze-
ment, at the quick apprehmmm and docility of her
sscho!nm, who, though they inderstood not Her lan-
ghage, comprvbcndcd in a day or two evory thing
sho meant.” I was not, hawever, so mucl surprised
at this as the good woman seemell to be, having
been for two months past more and more convineod,
that the mind of iman is to be observed more and
more perfu.'t as one movm northiwards ; ; thata pene-
trating air seems to “produce pomtr:;tlnn' souls, and
that wind and weather, the keener they ire, appear
to give the shurpcr edge to the bwman understand-
ing. .

# T, have met with a strong confirmation, of my
notion of raiging hemp i ine the Western Islands. |
Was on 'lumdn) last on Hard of a herring-buss on
Loch Shell, bound from Stornoway to the rendez-
vous at Campbelton, whese nets are wholly made
of hemp whicli grew i the Lewes s but there is not

c%I:m(hc

“ T inquired carefully after the plant wludx dyes
black without burning the tloth, and found it at
length in Sonth Tlst, where;” indoed, thoy make
a fine blick with it. I hope to have the pleasure
o[wbow;ng it to your Jordship in great plenty in
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Duddingston Loch. But thc‘: franking act obliges
me to stop. .
“ 1 cyor am, & " i
Your Lordﬁ)ip's devoted Servant,

. o. = Jony Werker.”
»

'y -

Cn, 0
During this excursionhe aseended the two high
mbuntains called the Paps of Jurfi, chiefly for the
purpose of” making two expgrinents ; the one to
measure thoe height of tif highest mountain, by the
birometer, at its bace apd upon it5 sammif; the
other to ascertnin whether boiling water i not of
the same degree of heat atythe top of & mountain
that it is at the bottqm, or is visibly colder, by the
thermometer, upor® the mbuntain than upon the
plain, . o8 3% |
His account of this excursion is beantifully told.
“ Upan the 27t} of June we filled a barometer at
the shore of the Sound of Isla, at seven o'cluck in
the moming ; and being placed at the level of the
gea, the mercury stood ,at twenty-nine inches and
soven-tonths, At ten «Gock it stood at. the same
leight, when we set off in order to ascend the
mountain, which is one continued steep from that
point of the shore, Some Highlandegentlemen were
wo good as to go along to conduct®ugy and a box
with havometrical tabes, a telescope, large kettle,
water, fuel, provisior, and -a couple gf fowling-
pieces, loaded sove or cight sorvants.
“ The first part of our progress lay through deep
bogs, from which we sometinits fountd it very diffi-
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cult to extricate oncselves. We then came to a
chiain of small but steep hills, where the heather
struck us to the breast, and yvhich were cut every-
where with deep glens and gullies, which we could
not have cscended on thewpposite side, without the
assistance of the junipers and>strong heather with
which they were covered,

“ We next travelled along the rock) “skirts of

three or four exténsive hillsy and came to a small

gloomy lake at the foot of the highest mountain.
Upon.this side, which was to the south, we found
the ascent impracticable, being so abrupt and full of
precipices, which obliged us to make a circuit east.
Here we had before us about fifteen hundred feet of
perpendicular height, and composed entirely of loose
rocks and stones. ‘They lay upen the side of the
mountain liko a great strenm; and upon the least
motion gave way on all sidesy which made our pro-
gress both tedious and dungerons,  With great dif-
ficulty we made our way against these hurling ruing
of the mountains; and at.last, after an nscent of
seven hours, with excessiva fatigne, we gained the
summit. .

“ It was now five o'clock in the afternoon; the
day was sereney not acloud in the firmament, and
the atmospaere uncommonly clear; so that the
view we now enjoyed of the ecarth and the seas
belosv, made us forged the tf) of our ascent. Every
way we turned we had o prospgct of sea and land
as far as the eye could reach, The sca in many
places runniny out iith the sky, and in others ter-

-
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minated by lands and islandg of various shapes,
forming o very singular and grand horizon.

“On one hand we hid o thousand hills, the vhole
alpine country of Argyleshire, the ancient Albion;
herp only our view was m&rcepted and. that only
by mountains infhe Qistgnve.  In another quarter,
we saw dlistinctly the whole of thes Hebrides and
Deucnlcd(mgan Ocean. . Snuthwar(b, the vast pro-
montory of Cantyre Iny ynderour'eye; and bcyoud
it, in one view, all the west of qcoﬂnnd rising fo
the great mass of mountatns in the bead of Cl}dos-
dale and Nithsdale; in snother view, tho spiry
summits of Arran, and the whole Trish Sea, with its
shores, to the Tele of $Tan. | From the south to the
west, the north of irvl:md lny as a plain before us,
further than the eyo could ceach. The impetuous
strait between the JMull of Cantyre and the Fair
Head, with its Wfty élifis, was at hand ; through
which the Irish 8ea is filled every tide by the pour-
ing incof the Atlantio The promontory of the
Giant's Cansaway appeated near and-distinct; and
beyond it the high land of*Tnis-huna, tho north ex-
tremity of Ire land beyond thisg to tlm H»bndcs,
nothing but air and ocean. w Y

“Phe emotiond in the whnd ot' thf beholder,
arising from the grandeur of this scene, are not to’
be excited by any descrintion.  The extent of pro-
spect l'mm this mour San s m,;lccd surpiising, not
much under three Windred miles sonth and north,
But the carvature of the earth is here frm'atly over-
come by the elevation of the spectator and the griat
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height of the distavt lands  Nothing clso could
render the Tsle of Skye and the Isle of Man at the
same time visible. ~ At three2uch views; the neked
ey might extend from the end extremity of Britain
to the other.  To stretch'the eye over so many dif-
ferent seas, over such @ multitude of islands, und
such various edfintries in different kingdorps, is per-
haps a scene that can nowlese be beheld in Europe
but from the suminit uf Jura.

* ¢« During the time that our fire was kindling, we
constiucted a barometer, ‘when the mercury stoad
at twenty-soven inchies apd one-tenth,  Falirenheity
mercurial thermometerwas then put into the boiling
water, in @ kettla which had been made for the
purpose ; and, after many repeated Immensions, was
feand to stand constuntly at twohundred snd seven
degrees.  We left the summit of the mpuntain at
sevin oelock ; and Tofe it indeed wéth regret, having
been so much delighted.  We dessended, not with-
out sorae difficulty and danger, upon the wast side,
whero the mountain is very abrupt, and about mid-
night arrived upon the Soimd of Islay, at the Place
from which we st out.  Here wo again replated
opr experimeft. The same barometrical tube was
filled, and at obo o'cloek in the nirming the mercury
*®tood, at the level of the sca, at twenty-nine inclies
and soven-tenths; the vame height precisely at
which it*stood the preceting momming b abvan
'elock. And as the air mnd wéather had been alto-
gother n‘;«n‘c, witho}ut the Jeast perceptible altera-
tion during the intermediate time, there was reason
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to think that we had now the altitude of the moun-
tain with a8 great exactness as it could be takén by
tlie harometer. 2 o v

 We at the same time put the thermometer into
boiljng wuter, afd after re seated immersjohs, it was
observed to stand”cofistuptly at two hnndred and
thigtecn degrees.  The thcnn(-mct,e;%?mploycd wias
one constructed by Professor Wilson at Glasgow,
and wo were therefore afsured of ifs accarncy. The
water carried to the top of the mountain was from
a pure perennial spring on’ the shore of “Jura ; and
the water of the same fountain was employed in
the repetition of the experimant.

“ From theso expediments, therefore, il appears
that a'column of air of the height of this mountain,
is equal to twa inches and six-tenths of mercuryy,
And assuming Dr. Ifalley'’s calcalation of ninety
feet for cach tentle, the perpendicular height of the
mountain tums cat to be 2340 English feet above
the sarface of the sea, which is just three hundred
feet less than half a measaned mile.

¢« The difference of thi%-cat of boiling water, at
the summit and at the bottom, nppears from these
oxperiments to be equal to six degroes of Fahren-
heits thermometerg and thedieightpf the monn-
tain. divided by this number, gives thréé hundred
and ninety feet for cach ;‘lugrm:."

Tho ﬁﬂlowing is th, "Report. which het madé to
the Society for -prg;fuguting Christian Knowledge,
concerning the stato of the charity schools in the
Highlands and Tslands. 5 :

T
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‘

“ It is proposed in the following Report, to lay
befoe the Society an account of those schools which
I had occasion to visit andiexamine last year, in
the course of my journey through the ITighlands
and Islands; to mark cuf, those places where igno-
rance and superstition vo, most jeevail, and where
the inhabitant® gre most destit,utq of the, meang of
instruction ; and to commusicate those ohservitions
which occurred to e, capcerning the most proper
methods of spreading the knowledge of the doe-
trines of the gospel, and the practice of its precepts;
in those remote and ynenlightencd paris of the
kingdom. =

“ On the 23d »f Jupe 1764, T visited the charity
school in the parish of Kilchém:m in the island of
Zsla, of which Dougald M‘Innish is macter. This
schodl was ereotqd only in the month of, November
preceding, and during the greatest part of the win-
ter was. attended by forty-seven $cholars.  On the
above day in June, the number of soholars fa it was
forty-four, fram five to eighteen years of age, who

‘all appeared to bo maRuig very good proficiency.
Of this number caly four could spenk English when
they camé to/the sohool in N ovember, and in June
they were all’considerably addsnced in speaking
that tongue. Nome of these scholars come above
two miles to the sehogl, «“nd they are the children of
the very J0orest people, who ssithout the opportunity
of this school, could not possibly have (heir ehildren
educated. The school is kept iy the chureh of Kil-

choman, and_ the schoolmaster i precentor and

r -
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seasion-elerk. The minister officiates at this ghurch
every other sabbath only, and op the sabbathho is
absént, the schoolmaster convenes the scholars in
the church, where he n'ada thc«Scnptnrcs‘, expmines
them, and joing with thsrh in psalms und prayer.
I examined this school i presence of tue Reverend
My, M‘Lea, thinjster of the parisi,® Robert Camp-
bell of Sunderland, apd Alexander Campbell of
Balloal, Esqrs., ruling cdders,” from whom I had a
very good character given of the schoolmaster.

“On the 29th of June, T visited the charity

school kept in the island of Colonsay, which js
situated in the parish of Jurd. This island is eight
miles long and three, Droad, «and, “with the adjacent
island of Oromrn, JGontains foyr hundred and forty
inhabitants, Tkese islands ate distant above tw enty
miles of sea from Juea, and can enly be visited by
the minister twick a year. The school is kept b\
Donald M‘Lean, Tn a house built for the purpose in
the cemire of the island.s The number of schélars in
winter and spring is uénally between thirty and
forty, and there were twinty-three attending in
June, from seven to nincteen yeais of age, of whom
the greatest part rcad the Seriptured very “distinetly.
1 was accompanied by Mr. Neil M'Lev_d, minister
of Jura, Gilbert M*Lean, elder, My, M*Neil, younger
of Colonsay, and Alesrider MNeil of. Orongay,
Esq., ruling elder, w})5'all attested the diligence of
the schoolmaster,

*On the 30th of July, I visited the charity school
kept in the island of Barra, It was,then attended

. (&

.
L
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by th‘rty-»-owu sclnomm who were all making ex-
calh'nﬂ proficiency_in reading, writing, and :mth-
mctlc nnder Donald (.nmpb&l] u very capable and
diligent teacher. 1L the ’nalxmrl nnd pariel of Barra
there are no present thirtzen lupdeed peopls who
are Papists, aud only about fifty Protestants. For
many years thi: Popish parents wonld’not send their
children to the Protestant “school, but they have
since got over that scruple, and send thetn now
\\mhout reluctance. T was accompunied by Donald
MNeil of Vatersay, Esq ruling elder i the parish,

a man of excellent principles and understanding, and
the chiof support of the Protestant interest v this
and the neighboudng lands.  The good character
which lie and the nther Protostants in the icland
gave of the schoolmaster, T had roason to think,

upon examination, to be vers ](hl I> is nt the
greatest pnins to make the Poplb]l ‘children mandate
ghm passages of Scripturé that are most subversive
of Popery, and to ground them in our eatbchisms
and Confession of F’uth and i indeed @ very assi-
duous and useful master ' He wmplmncd much that
he had great diidenlty to live upon his salary,
which is nine nnun 15, and if the society could aug-

ment it forr. nr five “potnds, i’ would bo no more
“thin what be really deserves, and what the impor-
tant station lic is p'ﬂccd it requires. -

« On the 31st July, Iexan “ned the charity school
in Sonth Xfist, of which Dom!d M*Quoen is master.
He wak seven yoars sehioolmaster in the Harris, be-
fofe the year 1738, when he was removed to South
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Uist, whero he has officiated gver since. The parish
of South Uist contains two thousand two himdred
people, of whom onl two hundred and fifiy aw
Protestants; and bedfides the island of Sonth Uist,
it cmnprchcuds the |~hlnr13-of Benbecula find Enscn,
which ultor'othe' compqsc- a parish between thirty
and forty miks lonz. The charity, achool is at pre-
sent, and has been l\oyt for two wyears past, in the
village of Kilbride, at 'tye south extremity of South
Uist ; but for throe years before it was scttlcd heke,
it was kept in the island 6f Benbeeula, and ustless it
be thus removed from plgce to place at propor pe-
riods, it ¢annot have its full ¢ffect in instructing the
mhabitants of such @ extensive country.  On the
foresaid day, this gehool (.Olltdl.u(.d twenty &holnﬁ,
most part of avhdm were rery well instructed in-
reading ayd speaking English,  The master's cha-
racter :md diligence Were well attested by Colin
M*Donald, Esq. younger of Boysdale, who is ruling
elder, and by Ronald M*Donald, Esq. younger of
Clanronald.  He received a box of hooks from the
society in the year l/.ﬂq containing o dozen of
Bibles and a doZn and & half of Nuw Testaments,
but he has reccived none since thattfme; snd is at
present in such afant of ostechisnis for teaching
the children the alphabet, that he is foreed to make
use of the leaves of other Sooks for that purpose.

** As tho charity <chool Kept at Balliloch, in

North Uist, receivef a vacation of twenty days in
thc beginning of August, this deprived me of an
opportunity of visiting the schioal, or of CONVErsing.
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witlt Charles Tawse, the sclioolmaster. The minis-
ter, Lowever, and the gentlemen of .the country,
gave nim an ample character, and a very good, ac-
count of the state of the school, at which there
were thireg-five scholars x\twndm" ‘apon the 1st of
August.

“ Upon the B6th of Auawat, I \mtc(l the socicty’s
school kept at S;omoway in the Lewes. In No-
vember 1763, Neil 3 Leod ‘was nppomtt'd master
of this school by the society ; but giving up his
charge on the 10th of June 1764, the Rev. Mr
Clark, minister of the parish, and M M:Gillander,
Mr. M*Kenzie of Seafirth's fuctor, with the appro-
bation of the preshytery, appointed, in his place,
Alexander Anderson, who now officiates, and gives
general satisfaction m fho place, and this appoint-
ment they hope will he confirmed b) the society.
On the day 1 examined this school, it contained
fifty-two scholars, from five to fiftcen years of age,
which .was the most numerous of any I saw in the
Highlands or, Islands, and it had been still more
numerous in winter, T progress they were then
making in reading, writing, arithmetic, and in the
principles of religion, was truly surpricing, consider-
ing their great pumbar, and theysmall appointment
‘of the master, which is only eight pounds; and T
donbt if there ho so much service performed, for <o
little moniy, by any of the society's scrvalits,

 The other school kept by wig society at Knock,
in the parish of Stomoway, of which Murdoch
MsAalay is master, I had not the oppurtunity to
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examine, but was informed tliat it was always at-
tended by upwards of thirty scholars, and titat the
master was diligent and successful. .

“ Upon Angust the 25th, I had an account of
the society’s so houl crected some mont.hs before in
the parish of Gérloclr in Rass-shire, from Sir Alex-
ander M‘I\cnzw of Gerloch and thegminister of the
patish. "This school, of which James Herdman is
master, was granted by"the socicty? with ten ponnds
galary, on condition thal the heritors should add<a
hundred merks to theirsappointment.” This the
heritors have ateordingly done, and were to build,
this Inst summer, a conveniext school-hiouse at their
own expense.  This new school deserves the parti-
cular attention of the society, as it is the only
school in that extensive parish,” which contains tyn
thousand mght bundred people, of whom thero are
not above twenty persons who can read English,
exclusive of the gentlemen and ladies who live in
the parish.

* The parish of Lochl::oom, which lies to the
north of Gerloeh, has no « gnl paroehml school, but
the Commissionors upon the Annexed Estates
erccted a school, in the year 1763, at Kirkton of
Lochbroom, and rpponnted,.+went3(‘ﬁvc pounds o
year of salary for ‘the schoolmaster.  Whin I visited
this school, it contained ‘hirty-four scholars, who
were making very good progress in reading, writing,
and arithmetic, and” ten of them were pretty well
advanced in the Latin and Greck languages. The
society ulso has a school in this parish,"in the corn-



B —————

38 MEMOIR OF DR WALKER

try of Couygach, which is well attended ; yet these
two wchools are altogether insufficient for the in-
struction of the inhabitanty of this vast parish,
which' ¢ontains abont two thonsand five hundred
pe ople, mad in its extent rather resembles a pro-
vinee, bcmv thirty-six Ihghhnd uniles in Tength and
twenty in bresdth, ‘There are threo eatechists sup-
ported in this parish upon the royil bounty, whose
salnries amonnt to twenty-seven pounds per annum,
mad if o considerable part of this sum was rather
employed in supporting eehools, it would probably
bu productive of greater advantages.

“ Upon the 30th of Angust, T visited the society's
selivol kept at Dinetil, in the parish of Sl in the
iule of Sky. by John MfIntosh. T salary is eight
vounds, and he has great difficulty. to subsist upon
it.  All'his scholarss who lid been two full years
at the school, read the Swiptuszs distinetly, and
understood them better than mest of those T mot
with, . He is at great pains to make them translate
the English Rible into Giaclic, and to tranelate the
Trish Bible into English) .shuh is certainly an ex-
eollent practice, and should be more followed by the
socicty's schogbmnsfers,  For the Highland children
frequently come to rond the ijhh currently, be-

“ore they have' so much of the lunguarrc 45 can

make them undorstangd i when it is read ; bt this
pragtice improves them in spenking as \i‘nll as in
reading En,!ih, and makes fuem well acquainted
with tho moeaning of wint thoy read.

4 The society's sehiool kept at Bradfoords in the
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parish of Sirath, in the isle of Skye, FOQUITes o1
immedinte attention. Lauelilan MKinmon has sauglht
in it sinee the year 1759, but isemoyw become o old
and decayed, 85 not ts be able to teach it with that
suceess that might e exgected. The minister. of
the parish, Mr. mmm N'A(Jmlsun, a man of umeom-
mon probity gu(l goodness, did not ineline to prefer
arfy complaint against the poor oid man, but did
not proposc again to attest thy eclool.”

Appended to the chsrt were the followmg peo-
positions, .

“ That the d:-lnbutmn of the royal bounty be
confined to those parishes inewhick the Gaelic lan-
guage is preached.—That nnc-fm,rth of the present
catechists be employed as €ehoolmasters.—That no
parochial schoolmizier receiye £ salary asa catechist.
—That the presbyteries be enjoined to prosceute
the ercction of lgzal seliools in thiose parishes where
they are wanting”

As long as Dr. Walker continued at Moffat, his
correﬂpomlcncu with Lord Kames was uninter-
rapted ; and in the Life 7 his Iord-h:p have been
preserved soversl lotters addressed to him on sub-
jects of physiology and nataral hjstory, when he
was engnged in writing his * Slwtchm of the History
of Man,” which nppmr chiefly to have been replies
to queries respeeling the sibject of his investiga-
tions.  Whe first, dated Fuhru;lrv 18, 1773, on the
analogy between mitn and the mfmo.mmnls, and
that between animals and vegetables, 1s extremely
curions, in the course of which he prolluces a nrm-

-
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ber of striking mark® of differential similarity which
readily escape a condinon observer, one of the most
Hll’ik‘UIg of which & the effeots of linbit on the exter-
nal characters of animals afid vegetables ; that 18,
the alteragion prodi®ed by climate and culture ; and
the examples given are ¢he o and the cablie,
both from ‘original stock® pm(lu:-iug varieties so
cssentially di?;-&*n!,, as scarcely ¢o be fcognised
but by tracing them back tatheir primitive sources,
The last, July 1776, on tits wonderful provisions of
Nature fom the augmentption and preservation of
plants, their aliment, and the soils #hey most affect,
is likewise exceedingly thgenious.

In the year 1775 the profesorship of mnatural
Listory became vatant by the death of Dr. Ramsay,
and Dr Walker, most probablysthrough the intercst

= o Lord Kames, wis nofninated his sfccessor.  Cone
Joined as they Imd been gy Sigriculturfl pursnits
and habitz of intimacy, and as bys lordship enter-
tained a very high opinion of the talents of his
friend, "this was just as might have been expected ;
only there exikted what sgght to have been an in-
superable ol)jcctio‘n,-—hf. was mipister of Moffat,
upwards of ﬁfgy. miles distant from the eapital ; and
as it was impg=ibl® that he conJd fulfil the duties
* of both siteativhs, justice, and oW a decent respect
Yor appearances, ruquired.(lmt he should relinquish

. the pne om resign the,dther.  This, howevar, he un-

fortunately tﬂnld nod resolve tado.
At that tifne the ruling clergymen of the Church
of Scotland ewere acwuated by a strong desive for

L
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literary cminence, to attain which they expended
all thoso encrgies which oughf to have been, ex-
pended in a nobler causg ; :uul unkappily considgred
their sacred ealling a mbre secondary object, subor-
dinate to the other.. The Doctor was lcd,asndc to
saerffice to the idol, of. tlmuf'w, and thuf invelved
himself in an aw Tul mp&mdulxtv, gnd hiz parish
for some )ch\rs in anost lamentable défitution. He
contrived, however; to satisfy l)odt his conscienoce
and & wajority of the 'proab)tcrv of Dumfrics,
and struggled through a, few unpleasant  years,
till. he obtained & prcaeutnhon to Colinton, among
a more peaceful people thin the mountainecrs of
Moffat,

Perhaps i his appomtmcnt thé wreath went to
the worthy ; but, ifeso, **it was more by chance
than good gmdmg, for there were numerous other
1pphc ants, Sand -the Qogision appears to have boen
made rather from Ichml to political influence than
professional talent, though fortunately in this case
they went hand in hand”

That the university of & Idinburgh “should have
maintained its high charmcter for =0 long a period,
amid the violent struggles of pnrt), politics and
family partialitics which so frc(,ucnuy invaded its
bowers durmg theéh and other perilons times, when
an interest in the council or a vote at an election
were deemed superior to nny qualifieations of a
candidate, s truly astonishing ; and when we recol-
Joct the long reign of this system, it is amazing
that all the chairs did not breome heeeditary, or
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were not filled wth the sons and the grandsons
of Laillics and dcacous

¥ S ®. biia® there's a Provideneo

That shapes onr cudd mugh-'hcw then how we will,
and to ﬂua is to b attsbuted the clevated station
which the university of h«hrﬂmrvh, in her scientific
classes, still }‘"u's among “the institufions of Burope,

suetained, lhowever, in no small flegree, by the ex-

eollence of mary of the peivate lectuters, and the
salavics of the professors®heing in general too small
to low them to disregard the number or estimation
of the students. We hope now a better morn begins
to dawn, whether it #hall produce a more brilliant
day we yenture pot to proguosticate; in the words
of our old rcl'onnor, “time wAll try ;" mesnwhile it
may not be piiss O recal o litile of the mnmnuvnug
“which took place upon the pmr’nt ocumon, FEe
picture of forme} days. -

Dr. Ramsay, the Professor of Natuml History,
having been prevented frum lecturing r(vrulurlv for
some time lwfom his death, Lord K:unca, who. Was
well ncqumntvd with, ®ir. Willinm Smellie, then
in the prmw of Jife nml expoetation, and to whoso
attainmeats 10 tlle study of natural history ho was
no stranger, 'Lxroposqd to hime in the vear 1774,
.. to delivera Lories of lectures on Hhe plnluwphv and
general cconomy of njture, leaving: the vegular
seientific treatment of the subject to the public
professor. g his plin met with Dr. Ramsay's entire
coneurrcaee, who afforded every assistance in books
and adviee? and W would Imvo been carried into
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effect, had not Mr. Emellie induced by the
booksellers to underiake o translation. of Buffon’s
% Natural History of ethe Eartle and of Quadru-
peds,” then in the full Hloom &F its reputation.

When the Drofessor's health began visibly to
decline, about tiwelve months before s decense,
he applied for the suceession, and had, then the sup-
port of Lord Kames; after his death, however, his
Jordship refused to make any.apyfication, but Sir
John Dalrymple of Coudfland warmly esponsed his
cause, and his letters afford a fittle insight inta the
principles upon which professorships were to he ob-
tained. Tn one to Mr. Smellio, he tells him that the
minister of the day (Lord North) had given the
disposal of everythifig in Edinburgh to Thomas,
afterwards Lord, Danidas of Keise, M.P,, to enable
him to keep the town; < T will write to him with
all my heart; but as "he is pushed in Edinburgh by
the Duke of Bucdleuch, and is like to be pushed in
Stirlingshire by the Duke of Argyle, he is forced to
give éverything with a view to his politics, much
against the natuml turn of one of the best heads
and hearts I am scquainted with.,” And afterwards,
in another to the representative,— Srielliz, besides
being very able for she businegs, has #his adyantage,
that he Tives close to Edinburgh, is mucleliked, and
hos n sagacious insinuating address, which may
make him useful to you in vour polities; and: he
will go through fire and water fo do anything 1 bid
him, provided it is not wrong ! Mr. Siaellie, in
his own behalf, was likewise conetruinad to appeal
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to his political sedVices, performed or to be per-
formad, when writiig to Mr. Dundas, But the in-
fluence of Sic Leurence, who was engaged op the
other side, and the pdlitics of Stirlingshire, in which
the family of Homd too were involved, prcsmled for
Dr, Walker, and he carried the day.

But the Dostors traulites were not yet at an end,
when he was nstalled in the pmfcssonhlp, ‘Mr
Smellie resumed his plan of giving ledtures on the,
nlulosophy of matural history, and proposed o
mencing his course under the auspices of the Angi-
quarian Society, whose secretary-he was, and in
their hall.  Upon recelving this information, Dy,
Walker immediately addressed the Earl of Buchun,
president of the Society. .

* Moffat, 14th September, 1680,

“ My Lord,—I recéived the honour ‘of yours of
the 10th inst., concerning Mr, Smellie, I find,
what I suppose your lordship has not been 1nlurmed
of, that under the title of Keeper of the Museum of
the Antiquanan Society, his design is to give lec-
tures on natweal history, I’ should never object to
any person doing this as an individual; but te do jt
under the protection of a numerous socxet), contain-
ing £ meny” respectable mcmbHs, is what, to be
sure, I cannot see withont some regret,

“That private teachers, for their own interest,
should pursue plant of this sért, is not at all sur.
prising ; .but surely neither T nor the university of
Edinburgh merit such an opposition from any pub-

e
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lic body. In the professorship } am soon to under-
take, I hiave foreseen many difficulties which I-yet
hope 40 surmount ; butethis indeed would be a new
discouragement which T did not expect. Were I to
fail in my attcm]")'t, and be found incapablp Of teach-
ing the science to {he satig/action of the public, the
field would thea be open, and I couldehave nothing
to object. But till that happen, I certainly have
some claim to be treated with equity and candour,
I may say, too, with humahity, by those 'wlxo think
themselves concerned.  * 2

“ By engaging in that office, I run the risk per-
haps of some character, but cfrtainly of having my
income diminished, in serving the public; which at
my time of life is no very agreeable prospect, and
renders me more dépendent than ever I have yet
been upon the support of my friends.

“ If your lordskip will allow me to number yua
among these, I would beg your attention to what I
have nosw slated, which could not indeed so readily
occur to ‘your lordship as to one whose reputation
and interest is at stake.

« T ghall be happy to receive your favourable
answer, and am, in the mean (ime; ‘with my best

compliments to Lady Buchan.. bt
Your Lordship’s, &c.
_ Jomy WALKER."

Mr. Smellie instanfly and frankly renounced all
iden of rivalry; he wished merely to pursue the
sume course which he had projected along with
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Dr. Walker's predzcessor; and in addressing his
explanation to the Earl, he concluded with an inge-
nuoits candout, which enghtat once to have silenced
oppasition, "

1 Jnew your lordship has long had and, still
entertains a high regard Yor D= Walker; whose
abilities and ®saming are universally ackgowledged.
I know that your lordshi has fikcwfvw: honoured
me with marks of actention.  Yon wish both of us
10 succeed in our different departments, not from
personal ‘considerations “alone, but because your
lordship is of opinion #hat from an amicable corroe-
spondence the interests af literature and of the
public may be promgted by our mutual lubours,
which neyer can interfere. Instead of gpposition,
1 know it to bie the intention of your lordship, as
well as of the Antiquarian Society, if & friendly
undertanding take place, which I shall do every-
thing in my power to procure, ty communicate the
specimens of our museum to Dr. Walker.",

The Professor’s fearg were not o eatily to be
quisted ; next year, when the Society of Antiquaries
applied to his majesty for a royai charter, they un-
expeetedly oand themselyes involved in the un-
seemly quarpel. Tha Senstu®, Academicns parti-
cipated in their associate’s alarmy, and presented o
memorial to the late Lend Melville, then Lord Ad-
vocute, vhjecting to the grant, on the ground that
such a society would interrupt the comniunication of
many specimens and subjects of natural history
which would otherwise be deposited in the museum

-
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of the yniversity, and of m'my'zlocumcnls tending
to jlustrate the lustory, nutxqumos, and luwsf of
Seotland, from being du;osxtcd in the library of ‘the
I‘dcult) of Advocates. “But, aligve all, the posses-
sion of a muscurp of tntupﬂ history might enable
and iaduce the Society of A uhquuncs to institute o
lvch;rmlnp:of n‘\h;ml history, in oppesition to the
professorship in the nuniviity.

The curators of the Adveecated” Library, too, were
likewise induced to join in the clamour against the’
Society, and to write to the Lord Advocate to pre-
vent the obnoxious Antiquaries from becoming an
incorporated body, lest their dwn magnificent col-
lection should be mlgeded ig its progress by the
interception of ancient Scottizh, mnnuscrnpts und
muniments destized For thems but which might be
sent to enrigh the reppsitory of a new and active
competitor. The Ford Advoecate, however, wisely
Judging that no sueli pernicious consequences would
follow, but that both might exist prosperously foge-
ther, and, acting as honotizable rivals,, by mutual
emulation promoto the comnion cause, rather for-
warded the application, and on the Gth of May,
1783, the royal charter to the Sosicty of the Anti-
quaries of Scotland-vias hnnll_\-"nuﬁcd: ‘hiz ninjesty
George ITIL having voluntarily declared himself
their patron. My, Smellie’s leetures, however, did
not p:o«.ccd but they afterwards nppcurcd in a
more permanent form, under the title of “ The
Philosophy of Natural History." forming two re-
spectable quartos.



48 MEMOIT OF DR, WALKER.
\

Dr. Walker's own lectures were much esteemed
for the clear and scientific manner in which lie con-
veyed his information, joiaed to his very stperior
acquirements in natural history ; notwithstanding a
dry and formal manner, he interssted his students
in no common degree mathe pursaits he passionately
loved, and &rcated an era in the history of, that
science in Scotland : so ruch may a teacher effect
when he brings his whols heart to his businese,

In 1781 he printed, for the use of his class,
« Schedinsma Fossilium,” and in 1762, “ Delineatio
Tossilium ; and in 1788 he delivered an admirable
introductory lecture on the utility and progress of
natural history end manner of philosophizing, which
was afterwards printed, and appears among his
trncts,  But it was 2ot till 1792 that a complete
syllabus of the 2ourse was published, under the title
of “ Institutes of Natural Histos \ (A

Early in 1783, Dr. Walker was translated from
Moffat to Colinton, where he was admitted Feb, 13,
In the same year, Pripcipal Robertson having ma-
tared the plan of n sceiety, upon the model of some
of the forvign academics, proposing for its olject
the cultivatios of 2very branch of seience, emdition,
und tuste, it was carzied into effeet, and the Royal
Society of Edinburgh was incorporated by charter
from the King, 1783. Tt comprehended almost all
the men eminent for science and literature in Scot-
Inand, and Dr. Walker was one of the first members
in the management ; he was very active, and many of
ais essays illustrate the volumes of their Transactions.
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During the whole of his*indimbency at Moffat,
be was under the necessity of Keeping hougp in
Edinpurgh, and enjoygd much the lnu.u'y sncial
parties, which if not more frequent in these days
than after, weresyet of a faghion somewhawdifferent
from those of Idter ﬂmo_a. » Lord Kames had his
mommg le\ccs, Lord \[nnlmddn, i% imitation of
the'nncients, had his leayned suppers ;. these he held
once a fortnight dunng‘the sitting” of the Session,
and at them. D, Walker-was a frcqucut guest, along
with Drs. Black, Hutton,«eind Hope. Even sfter
his presentation ‘to Colinton, Dr, Walker kept up
his Edinburgh (-\hbhshmont thongh he was oftener
und longer a lodger at his manse, from its nearness

to tow and_the attrattions of a fine ganden,

As might naturally have bgen‘expected, one great
spurce. of delightful amusement to the Doctor was
horticulture 3 and,both 4he gardens of Moffat manse
and of Colinton bare ample testimony, in the rarity
of their plants and the heauty of their arrangements,
to his taste; but his successors in. each, preferring
the utile to the dilce, delved up the Tarities, and
planted, in their stead, turnip and carrot, kale and
potatoes. Al g

“ Ebeu! fuesces ponlm.pe postlrmc
Labcmhn";wm "

e married, late in life, Tane Wallace Wnuelwpc,
a sister of* Mr. Wauchope of Niddry, who had also
passed her meridian. *For many years Mrs. Walker

was in good health, and added much to the Doctor's
enjoyment of life ; at a late period, she ¥as afflictcd

ll
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with a long indispgsitidn, from which she had not
recayered when he died; while he, for several
years, suffered under wml blindness, aupornmjuccd
by that not uncommon yet- most pernicions prac-
tice of preferring “to study by candle-light, and
after the fatignes of the day; iasiead of enjoying
the beams of, the mornmg and l.lbqurm after the
night's repose.  “ Yet,” adds Ldrd Woodhousdlee,
¢ though thus deprived of’ the principal source of
hig enjoyments, and dccpl\ suffering from domestic
mistoriune, the blessings of a \vr-l!-rogulmcd mind,
an equal temper, a happ) flow of animal spirits,
and # memory rich I knowledge and stored with
amusing ancedotes, not only rendered his conversa-
tion delightful to his friends, but supplied the means
.and power of still ocqupying His time with his fa-
vourite literary and scientific pul"smts e died
on the 224 of January 1804, aged seventy-three.
While he was laid aside, lnq place was ably sup-
plied by the present Professor Jameson, who has
raised the reputation of the chair to a hmght which
overshadows the uell-gnmod reputation of his pre-
decessor ; ; but whose fame is secured by more lasting
memorinis thap the mere delivery of Jectures could
confer. Aﬁc. his death, a velume of Tracts was
, published, which, together with his  Travels in the
chndc‘z, his * Heads of Lectures,” and his essays
in the Poyal Tmnsnctwns, are all thatremain to
keep alive his remembrance.
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INTRODUCTION.
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“ Ces aiseanx (mllinacds) meritent cependent. Lien plos
notre attention, si nous envisageons sous Je n:lfpmt de
Putilite et des Joulssanees que nous serlons A méme d'en
rotirer : ce n'est qun Dinduclanee qui nous est ol na-
turelle, yu'on doit reproclier de n'avolr pas dés Jangtemys
mig en orovie les moyens fccgssalros pour nous rendee
familiors des £tres qui, en s'acedutontumunt o 1homme ais
roient, continud de vives sous son dngnino,{t Jui neroient
dovenus de In preneere ulihité."—TEMMINCK,

* In oxploring the tgast which leads ns, step by step, to an
acquaintance avith them (grallatores), we toust fravel
tirough reeds and rushies, with doabiful feet, over the
moss-cofergd, falthl®s quagnire, aiidst dozing rills and
staginnt poale " —Brwick,

“ Tncapable of tha® perfection in swimming which is de-
veloped in the next order, the Waders may I termsed
Alarine Rasores, o Fowls of the Sea.  They arc always
walking on its shores, or anethe sides of i fresli witers:
and they depend a5 much vaon their ambulations, for
seehlng sustonagee, as upon ther wings, for those long
expeditions they are known to make."—SwaArnsox,

Tue Rasorial ordewof birds ip thoe Beitish Islands,
contains s numbér of species so limited, that it,
has been nccessary, in the present volume, to
join itk it the history of the Grallatores.or
Waders, The direot importasee of the first to
man, whether in a wild or in their reclaimed and
cultivated stnte, is greater than thad of any of
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the other divisions, nlmost all of' them are avail-
nble ns o delicate and nutritious food, and the fa-
cilizy of their domestication and introduetion from
one climate to another,—tha ense with which they
seems g be able'to pgcommodikt themselves to
change of temperaturs’ or situation, afford addi-
tional proofs. of theswise adaptation of structuro
to tha wants ‘of the species, o for the puribses
which they weve inmufl‘t:i t:, fill in the tlu'nrllngu-
ments of nature, Fa

Continents containingan immense oxtentof forest
and of dense oover, or stretching dut into unbound-
ed plaing, are necessary for their abundanee; and
in all the great lands of onr zlobe, we shall find
aoalogous forms matked out for their vespective

Jocalitics, In thu"ml.muls, theesnpply becomies na-
turally limited according to their extent; and it
should be recolfocted, that. lere he pative inhabi-
tants have their maintennnee Supplied from the
sens, in proportion as the ruminating animnls and
rasorial bi"%“ are \vumix]j; to the lnnd., In Europo
and Western Asin WwWé find the least proportion,
the families thery ucﬁng now confined to the Z'e-
traonida. or.grouse, the bustards, and w limited
number of pigeons. It may be remarked, at the
same tims, that these countrics have heen longer

« in a continued state of Progressive  civilization
than any others, and that in them the greatest
sdvantages have Deen taker of the espabilitiea
which the foreign specics nflorded of heing na-
tnralised, every other continent having beon laid

.
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under contribution for the lux&ry and refinement
of this partial territory, as the fowls, turkeys,
peacocks, and pintadpes, of the most ordibary
farm and poultry yafds will gt all times show.
Africa may be &tated as tfot in scarcity,®and her
arid plains are nfost‘mxmhk to the Struthionide,
the noblg ostsich, and numbrous hestards, exhi-
bmng its rasorinl chtu‘nctcr, accompﬂmed by a
peculiar form of partridges, snd the genus Pte
rocles, or sand-grouse, white the guinea fowls seent
to be the nrbnrml form, aad frequent the line? of
wood and cover which friywe the borders of the
strenms and rivers; but in thes remarkable country
W see cvery dehctcncy in this fapily of birds, as
o mean of sustenancé, more thfm compensated by
the innumerablg h(fldq of rlvmmtmg quadrpeds,
particularly antelopes, which are followed after
and fid upon by the* wandering hordes. 1t is
in Central Asin arsd North America, with the nor-
thern half of the Southern Continent, thst we
find the great stronghold of the typical Rasores.
In the former, we have the ~tack of our domestie
poultry, the splendid pheasants and gorgeous pea-
cocks, all so successfully introduged 48 Europe, be-
sides bustards, nupfirous parsridges” und pigeons,
and the cassowary, or the Asiatic rcpresentnuon of *

the estrich, To North A nerica we are indebted

for the tirkey, and it possesscs many species™ ol
grouse, in size, with k single exception, generally
excoeding thoss of Europe, In the Southern Con-
tinent weo encounter the whole family of the Cra-
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cide, abounding iu?the forests, easily procured, and
producing u savoury food ; and, towards the extre-
mity, we meet With the Rfee or South American
Ostrich. One continental idand may bo noticed in
this shott sketch. ~ Australin is réimarkable, not in
possessing many rasoria) fofing Tor they are very
few if we excunt its fiigeons, but as showing ano-
ther peculiar analogue to,the lirge Struthionide,
in the emu, und in posseSsing as its ropresenting
‘rasorinl form, the Meyapodine, composed of birds
renarkable for the great developement of their
toet. The various islands in the world possess their
Rasgres, according to their oxtent and the conti-
nents to which they are related ; those of Britain
ure now becoming too thickly inhabited to lay
- elnim to many species, while these are even gradu-
ally decreasing in numbers ; two or three pigeons,
a straggling bustard, the pacrtridge in our cultivated
fields, the grouse or black gamecin our wooded val-
leys, are nearly all; the moorfowl of our heath-clad
hills being our only peouliar boast, most remuark-
able, as continui_ng- £0 restricted, and apparently
still unknown elsowhere, either indigenously, or by
the assistanee of introduetion.
‘. . ~
The m‘?xt'ordor, the Glur.l.'.:"ronss, leads us to
those birds which are truly aquatic in their habits,
or which are appropriated to, and hold §heir place
in, that important element, ¢ the waters,” which
cover 0 great a portion of the surfice of our eartl.
The W.mﬂ'lts, a5 the name implies, frequent thoe
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miarzins of the waters, and scabcely intrude on the
great field itself, but stalk among its shallowsland
feed among the wreck frought dotn by its streams,
or left by its tides, antl upon the various animal
life periodically uncoveretds by the samjeragency.
In point of utility, fhies, birds stand more as a
chieck upgn the tribes of belngs which serve for
thcir cupport, tlian as being directly beneficial.
The flesh of some is tsed for food, and is both
highly flavourcd and wholesome; and the pursuit
of & fow in the fenny courstries, with the collcotion
of their aggs fof the Londgn and some ofher great
markets, for a month or twog give employment to
the fen-men. . Otherseare dqmestjcated, and walk
about the public mdrkets, or in warm countries
through the toyns] ridding.them of all offal and
animnl refuse, which would so soon taint the air,
and tend to incsenss *the sickness or epidemical
discases.  But thwir great place seems to be for
the reduetion of the numbers of reptiles, which
abound in the districts where the larger typical
Species nre  most numerously found. The habits
of pationt watchfulness among wll the Ardeada o
Herons, their guick sight, ravepons appetite, and
great power of diggstion, rensler the gunxntity that
ean be devoured in n short period very great, and.
they place a powerful restmaint upon creatures
which reproduce most rapidly: The other fumilics
are chiofly insectivdrous, or Support themselves
also on molusea and the various marine life; and
during the summer on our higher locattd pastur:s,
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or in winter on orr fallows, keep within bounds
maky species of insects which, when oxceeding,
have been knowii to commit most severe ravages,

The British Islands possess SOME representative
in all the families, which will’lze noticed as we
proceed with our descriptivd’ patt.

0. r
: ¢

-
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GALLINACEQUS BIRDS..

Thr British Rasores, five, as weshave stated, so
few in number, that we shall not here nttcmpt to
lead nny chain of affinities lotween their various
familics ; snd we shall at once pass to those of
which we possess®somé examples, - The first, or
the pigeons, A

COLUMBID.E,

lead us from the true Fucessores to an order of
birds, which, in their greatest proportions, seek
their food upon thgfround, sed subfist on grains
or seeds, roots, and occasionally fruits. The true
pigeons, although they are 45 much inceésorial
as the typical perchers, have, at the sun’nc time,
their fest formed for wnllung, and exhibit no
awkwardness when in quest of their food, which,
with little exception, is procured upon | the grouud.

.
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Their internal stfacture also closely assimilates
withh that of the true gallinaceous birds, and in
thegroup taken *together, swe find many foreign
species, which, by their ferms or manners, run
very clesely into geneca that meet them from
other fumilies. Thees'is ones feculiarity, how-
ever, by whizh they ditfer; we believe, from all
the Rasores, that of their youni being prodaced
unfledged,* ana requiring care and attention be-
“fore leaving the nest; #his is their nearest tie to
the Incessores, nnd we-are not at present aware
of nny esample among that oader, where the
young are even partially clothed with down, or
run soon after exclusion from the ege.t

Britain possessts examples of three gencra, one
of them, however, rgsting ou the capture of one,
or at most two specimens,

Corusma—Generic  character.—Bill of mean
strength, anteriorly deflected, maxilla with
n elight angle; nostrils nearly linear, widest
anteriorly and _eovered with a soft protube-
rant cartilage; tarsi short, partly feathered
in frort; toes entirely divided, hind toe of

* Some of the Cracida breed on ﬁe-u; Tt we beliove that
here the young are cavered with down, and are almost imme-

distely transported to the groond, In tho genus Perclope,

the young are lilke the typical specles,

+ Mr. Gould hun mentioned o species of Clnolsssma from
Australin, which Ireeds on or near the ground, smd the yaung -
of whisly, he uniderstood, left the nest at a vory early peried,
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considerable length ; “mf;q powerful, mth('r
pumtud second qunll lonrr(_sL .

.
.

Types, C. palumbus, trocaz, {e. Cosmopolite.
» - .

. .

> .- o * * - - -

Note.—Breed on trees, greaarious in winter, ii-

cessorial, but walk with facilit7
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WOOD PIGEON OR*RISG DOVE.
‘if-h’mba ;QIum&w.-Lm_ss\;a. o
»
* PLATE L
o

Palumbus torquatns, 'leuy&. Ray—Columba palumbus,
Linn.—Colombe ramide, Zenm.— Wood Pigeon, Ring
Pigeon, Ring Dove, of British author§—Quest or Cushat,
Provincially, o

Trie Wood Pigeon:or Ring Dove is the most
common #s well 45 the most.generally distributed
of our native pigeons, extending over the three
kingdoms ; but becoming riore sparingly distri-
buted to the northward, where the low character
of the woods is unfriendly to its presence. In
the south and middle of Scotland, and in all the
wooded districts of England and Ireland, it is
abundant; it is ¢¥en blamed, and with some
renson, for its depredations on the crops of the
farmer, particularly turnips, to which the up-
pearance of show or frost inv&iiably drives them,
In the garden, in spring time also, they ocension-
ally do considerable damage, breaking over and
eating the younganbbage plants and other greens,
and eropping the peas even when five or six inclies

above the ground.  Neyertheless, they are n fa-

vourite bird, and are not frequently molested or
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wantonly destroyed. The love dote or cooing is one
of those harbingers of n change from the sevesity
of winter, that is lookel) for nnd fistencd to by‘the
resident in the country with foelings of delight ;
and previous to tho arrivalegf the summegrebirds of
passage, bears o tatked® .part in the melody of
our woods and groves, "M Yaral wives the
soufhern parts of 'Russig nnd Siberia, and during
summer Denmark and Swedeny as’ their northern
range, nnd states that it {» found in the latitude’

of Madeéirn; in the notes£o o small coflection of »

birds given to ds by W. L. Carruthers, Isq., of
Dormont, the common Wood Pigeon is stated to
have beon seen in thatsisland

The Wood ngmn in mn'ter, whien not tamod
by its severity, 14 avtmarkaljly sh\' and watchful
bird, nud hcmg then assembled in flocks, often
amounting to hupdrbds; is very difficult to be
npproached.  As spring advances, and pairing
has commenced, this wariness is in part,lost,
nnd young plmnmtmns, tbc shrubbery, and even
the garden, if possessing fome large cvergroens,
are favourite resorts. There they become fami-
Harised with the presence of company, and will
proceed unhecdingle with thy slendur struoture
of their nests, and other duties of incubntiom
A few years singe, one built upon an evergreeu
overhimnging o walk, searcely n yard albve the
hends of persons passing; therd was a constant
thoroughfare, the bind was hourly Jooked at. nnd

* Sce Edin, Jouraal of Not, and Geog. Selenec) i py 244,

-
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aven spoken to, still it persevered in its charge,
and seemed to huve confidence in being protected.

The food of the Wood Pigeon is very varied.
Grains of all Kinds are eaten with avidity ; & field
of peas or beans, after-the crop las been reaped,
is o tempting pasture,” Tho foots of several of
the grasses, siud as Professor Macgilliveay observes,
that of Potentilla anserina are’ gathered on “the
fullows: beech must is a great favourite, and,
‘during winter, turnips and other green crops are
often attacked, to the serious injury of the pro-
prictor. Except during the breeding season they
ure gregarious, feed together in large flocks, and
like muny other species, retire at night to some
common roosting place, whefe thn) are often suc-
cessfully procured, by wnu.lung in conceslment
nbout the time of the coming in of the birds.
Many of the plg'eons possess peculiar flights, in
the typical specios it is powerfi], and the strong
féatbers of the wings repder it noisy when sud-
denly distyrbed, or w‘xen escaping from some
thicket. During incubation they may nlso be
soon rising with mpid strokes, and mnking ‘tho
wings clap wgether s the elevation is attained,
and then, keepmg them cxpn,;dod fulling grace-
fully to their former lovel,

This species has never been applied to any
economZeal purpose, their shy and tivsid nature >
being o bar to their dometieation, It was in-
deed thought that they could not be made to
breed in confinement, and it is probable that it
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would require o series of generidtions to accustom
them to domesticity ; the few instances where spc-
cessfyl taming has boen acconmplished, haying
heen attended with gseat trouble and attention.
Mr. Yarrell mentions, thatythey have I)rezl in the
aviary at Knowlslen au\l, that o pn.u' in the
&oologmal Gardens constructsd o nest, which was
unfortunately destroyed,

The prevailing colowe of thig béhutiful bird is
blucish-grey, being dark 3n the back and wing-
coverts, and forming there,as it were, € mantle.
The breast and ander parts are brownish parple-
red, shading to paler on vent, Tapd being nearly pure
white on the under t.;nl-coxers"tho breast and
sides of the neck exhibit rich green and purple
reflections, and the sides of the latter are marked
with n conspicuous patch of dull white, having
the webs of "the fepthers there nuconnected. The
quills are blackish-grey, margined with white.
T'he shoulders white, and form n conspicuous i mark
on the wings during ﬂx,,,ht The nmplo tail is
l»lnckmh-groy, with a dark dand at the extremity.
The bill is orange; brownish-red above the nos-
trils, and at the base covered with g avhite scaly
substance, Feet anddegs purpg\.h-rvd- In the first
plumage the feathérs are edged with'pale yellow-
ish-brown, nnd even after this state has been
changed, the brenst does not receive the gich re-
flected play of coloursy, ner thoe sides of the neck
the white pateh, and all the otlwr markings are
less distinct, .
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e Stock<Dove.—CoLumsA aivAs, Linnsus.
= C anas, Linn, —-—Columba columbin, Temm.—
Stock Dove of Britisk' arithors, — This species,
though apparentiy ln,\ﬁsessmg a very wide geo-
graphical dxstnbutlon, :5 loeal it its British range,
and, so far as we een iscertain, has not. yet been
met with in Scotlmnd or Irelnnd, it is, in ‘fact,
confined to & few of the southern countics in

. England, and there, nut even to those in which
wood abyunds; and “ in the open counties of Suf-
folk #nd Norfoll, this species frequently mukes its
nest in the holes in thic ground, generally solecting
a rubbit’s burrow for the purpose.” We baye luud
ht?ﬂs opportunity of secing ithe species wild, or of
attending to its bnbits; whers we haye seen it, it
has been among aged w ood, and at o distance tlm
flight is not casily disting’ufﬁh("d front that of the
wood pigeon. .-\ocordinb to pur best informed Bri-
tish ornithologists, it is most fi equent in a compa-
ratively well wooded district, breeding in decayed
trees and dh the pollaids, They are also described
in the open conntfis to nestlg under thick furze
bushes, which are impervious to rain.”* Its man-
ners, in other rwpu;ts, somewhat resemble the last,
muung geeasionally with it afld being grcgnnous
in winter; the food is also stmilar. Tts note is
deseribgd as more indistinet and reguler than the
Inst, and does not bring with it the same ussocin-
tions as that of either the wood pigeon ar turtle

- * Yamdll,
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dove. The young are frequeftly brought to the
London market, ahd are much esteemed. %

Tleors appenys to be futhority fSr the occurrchee
of the Stock Dave if S\wdu.l“ 45 o summer
visitant. The sfme also it Germany and %rance,
and the eastern prt Of Spmn T \lndelm,t North
Afnca § Erzereom. | -

Specimens prodired from Kent, m spring, had
the head, throat, and® fore port of the neck,
dark blueish-grey, on thercrown nppronchm-r to*
blackish-grey ; the sides and back of thé neckeof
a metallic lustre! chunging from green to purple,
the former being the prevedling shade. Baek,
blucish-grey. Wings en the shgalders, blueish-
grey. The wing-covers pnlc, .md marked with
undem(lod dark ncrfrh SR cpotu, which form
sometimes o pnm.zl bar. The greater covers are
pale blueish-grey eat tite base, shading into doep
blackish-brown at<he tips. The quills blackish-
brown, sgump and upper.tail-coverts blucish-grey.
Tail at the base of the seme colour, black at the
tip, with an indistinct pnler clouded bar abont the
cotitre, tho outer web of exterior feathers white.
Thoe breast is reddish lavender, pusife, and the
remaining under ppis ure paleblucist-grey. =Fevt
and legs red.

* Nileon.® f Viefllot. 3 Yurrell, § Selby, l}mnh&l
and Ram, Procecd. of Zoo® Soc.

.
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Virre-Rusenn Pigeox or Rock Doys, Co-
LU A LA Lind,— Caliesnde bivet, Teman —HWhkite-
yumpel Pigeon, Rock Duce of Britivh awthors—
1t is te this species that all our mast neeurate
ornithologists rofer tha domestis ‘races of pigvons:
Those of thet dove-cdis of Britain are undoultadly
referiblo to it butit may he, thiat the mors mirk-
ed varieties hate ssme ad@itionnl croxs 1t is this
hird also which has fusnished those o celabrated
in 4tory as the messengurs of politics; eommores,
or of love; and it is the * blne rick ™ whicl sup-
plies the teaps for the modern pigeon-shooter,

In habits, the Rock Pizeon is very similar to
those we have a]'r(-‘ml')' deseribed, oaly thiut rosks
and gloomy eaves on the seq coast, sapply the
plned of hollow trocs and tho umbraseous forest.
In winter they assemble in flacks, aud fied on
the various grains or seeds which thcir Vicinity
way supply, but they rurely venturo to any dis
tanee from the shore; ir addition, the animnle of
our land molusea, prrficulurly Hefices, seem 1o be
fraquently devonred:  Tn a wild state, and when
in health, we believe they never perch on troes,
which are inddecd yory seldo present near theje
lwunts: but we can vnrmlmm}e the facts stated
by Mr. Eyton, of the inmates of our pigeon houscs
fiuguen’ly perching, when the cot hapfens to be
Duilt nenr or amidst old {ries, partivulirly such
#5 have bare branches; and, in one instance, we
have seen o tree nearly dead and leafless, always
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scleeted.  Nevertheless;, as th® name indicates,
rocks and enves are the natural resting plafes,
and e curious assemblode of bird®, very differsnt
in their natures, may =sometimes bo observed in
ard about the mﬂhm‘e of téygse Sea w 0¥, VTN,
An e'mln or pair’of p&'rogﬁm filcons, may claim:
the centre of tho proc:pxce; & littleZower, gulls
nivd g\ullemots maf nestly; cormorants msy ocenpy
the mouth of the cave, nﬂd‘mvkdn\n and starlings
may ehatter in its outwnml rents und erevices;
the murmur of the Rock Rove, from its shalves,
fills the interior? when it ean be distinguished
from the notse of the surge ntets cutranee.

As the lnst species ]urtuularl\ Jrequented the
gonthern parts of our |-l'unl, so. do we find the
Rock Dove frequenttand mosg numerous, towards
the north. We have indeed fow English localities
mentioned, Mr. balhy wutes, that thuy are found
in the eliffs of Caldg Istand in South Wales; and
we nre igformed by a letger from Me, Yareddl, on
the anthority of Dr. Moors snd Mr. Couch, that
they breed on some purts of tho Dmonslum and
Carnish consts, Te Seotland the localities are nu-
erous ;. on the southern shores, St. Mib’s Head,
the B'\Qﬁ Rouk, nndsisle of Mgy, priluce thom;
but as the domestic \unotxes ure geeasionatly seen
in their company, it may be questioned, as Pro-
fussor \ln.c-'llhvmy * remarks, whother fleey are
now quite pure in these stations. Searcoly any

* Soo un interesting account of this species, ang:llh-r.\y Ly
Diritish Binls, 1, p. 268,
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difforence can be''observed, except in size, from
Ovkney specimens, and the birds seem to bave
bewn inhabitants of these rocks as fur back ms we
can trace.  On all the rofky shores of the north
of Scotivnd, and the ¢slands Orkney® and §llet-
land,t they are common birlls, Breeding and roost-
ing in thenumerbus caverns with which the
precipices are pierced. : %

Its extra European rufize appears from various
authorities to be very extensive, We have not
bad opportunities of @xamining specimens from
nny of the localitics mentioned, fior have we ever
received it in collections from abroad, but we
give beneath the sources of our information. Den-
mark, Swedén, Nm?way, afid the Feroe Islands,
islunds of the Mediterraneart as_far, eastward as
Greece, Mudeil?t,t Lake Baikal § Japan, | North
of Afrien, and the island of Tencyifle, 4

The prevailing colours in Ahis species are also
shircles of blucish-groy, relieved by two hroad and
distinet dark bars on the wing-coverts and secon-
daries running across, and by the lower part of
tho back being white. The breast and neek are
dark lnvenider purple, with rich purple and green
refiextions. hut without any tigek patch. The tail
is of a deeper tint, tipped with a broad dark baud,
The feet and logs vurplish. red.

Thef prineipal variations in u domestic or dove-

* Mazogillivray, Low, Salmor. 4 Mz, Dunn.

$ Yurrell, Brit, Birds, i, p. 261, § Pennant, Aret. Zool,

v Temmanck 5 Salty, Beat, Binds,

C—
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cot state, are to paler shades of b!unmh—gre), wnd
to the extinetion of the yvhite on the rump ; vingus
or reddish purple is a ¢Bange not unfrequent, and
here all the magkings of ghe true state e kept
up in darker nwd, lightes sh ades ; white birds
occur, and the) are sometimgs' pied, with black.
Ameng the func) J)ree(l« now bccom?very nume-
rous, and receiving proyinecisl Jurees from their
propertivs. The * Tnmﬁlcr" and “ Carrier”
pigeons are remarkable, fmm the proportional
shortness and length of thelr respective heads and
bills, and where n dmmﬂbn. of structure from
the original type i§ ob«cncd Another remnrk-
able deviation is in thg* Fan @2il® and “ Broad-
tailed Shakers," where the tail % displayed, aund
consisis of numerous feathers” sometimes amount-
ing to thirty-six in nwmber. In the * Jacobin ™
the feathers are N\ON('(I and turn over as o cowl
on the back of the ho.ad and neck. In nnother,
again, the tarsi become® feathered, and in " the
extreme of this variation, flez plumes afr length-
ened, and stick out in the form of little wings,*

L -

Tue Turtle Doves !rf. Pigeons 8 whidhwe Possess
n single migratory example, are all of a smaller
and more slender proportion thén the true pigeons,
and the tail is much graduated.. They are thus
characterized.

* See a notice of the principal variciles, Nat, 18b, Vol, ix.
* Pigeons.” -
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£
Tuorrvit—Generie character—Bill slender, tip
deflected ; the nmxillg. showing little npgieir-
ance of an angle; wings lensthened: the
seaond quill longest, the first often partinlly
secuminated ; tail zlightly gradunted.
Types, T, nigratorius, risorius.  Burope, Africa,
Indinn Tslands, Australin. v

A‘ou’.-—-ArbormI: chivlly migmtory.

Tue Tenrie Dove, Tunrur M“m RATORIUS, Sizain-
wn.TCol::mba turtur, L:'_afm~' wrtur auritus, Ray.
— La Tousturelle, Temm. and French athoys—The
Common™Lurtle, or Turtle Dore of British authors.
—The Turtle Dove may be considered ns a species
entirely sonthern; the instances of ire capture in
the northerr, eounties of England, or ig one or two
iustanees in"Seotland or Irélail, Leing only those
of stray birds, whicl, from some ennse of other, huve
exceeded the limit of their migration, . We have
seen it oursclyes In Kent, in Hertfordshire, and in
Holland, during temporary ¢Xeursions, hut have
had no opportunity of observing it closely. In the
instance, v hich we communicated o Mr. Yarrell,
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of shooting a specimoen in lhe""nrdon at Jnr{m'
Hull, the bird had frequented p break of péas,
mmrr\ ripe, for several ®lays, and at last attracted
the attention of the o garde RET, tseons not. previously
known to him. o When ity Was afterwarls sought

for, it was discoversd im Ype samg place, rose’

with conslerable noise, and alighte®®on - a neigh-
bouringe tree, w hene ¢ Hywas shot. o The plumage
wis 'Imt of an 1mm.|1um-blrd Mr. Yarrell con-
siders the Turtlo more numerons in thy \\oodml
parts of Kent than in oth®r districts of Luglmu!.
but it occurs in most of ¢he southern countics,
and becomes only m*cnsionulfv seen in Yorkshire,
Cumberland, and Nnr.tﬂumlug'laué &e, The only
other instances of the occurrenge of the bird in
Scaotiand, of which ‘we have any record, is that of
one killed in Perthshige, in October, 1834 % and
o fow days sim-c'(2«l'(ir,-ml)(-r) wi saw n frogh
skin in possession®of’ Mr. Carfrae of Edinburgh,
taken from a specimen+killed in Aberdecnthire
about u fortnight previonsl§e In Irelandss appears
to be equally rare,. and equally wstraggler. Out
of Britain, it opctirs on the continent nml on the
shores of the Meditermnesn, in Asin \‘!:um‘,‘f in the
vicinity of Smy rm»;: and it isPonsidored to Winter

in Afrma & Inits British localitics it is n regular 2

summer visitant, arriving abost the end of April
or beginnfog of May, Jeaving ug again in *August
or September. The® love note is deseribed ns
* Magz. of Nat. Hist. vol. viil, s Mr glowe.
3 My, Strickland, & Yurgell, i, p. 208,



%
2 TURTLE DOVE.

low and plmntiu,, and the nest is & structuroe
raumbhng that of the true pwcom Their food
is also similar, consisting of various graing and
sends, at least during their visit to this country,
elsewhers it is probable some green food may be
in part resorted to. We have once or twice re-
celved the young birds from the soutk, but was
never suceessful in presersing thom alive over the
ensuing spring ; at first.they am casily tumed and
thrive well, but at the time of migration they
beeame restless, and drooped ere the spring again
advanced, =

Crown blugish-grey ; back of the neck and upper
part of the besk wood-brown, the same ¢olour
extending to the lower pirt of the buek, rump,
and upper tail-covess, the featbers on the last
boing groy at the base; soapulars and covers
black, passing into grey, deeply edged with ru.
fous orange ; edges of the shoulders and first lesser
covess, hlneish-grey: quills, brownish-bluek; tail
Ji8 Dluckiph-grey, tipped with white, except the
contre feathers, swhich are entirely clove-brown ;
at the scparation betwoen the white tips the
blackish-grey begomes deeper, and sometimes in-
dicares an,indistined bar; onglooking at the tail
from below, the dark part appears uniform blnck,
and contrasts finely with the pure whits extremi-
ties of the feathers, together with the outér web
of the exterior fonther, which is also white, Tha
fore part of the neck, breast; and belly, shndmg
gradually into the vent, are dull brownish erimson.
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red ; the vent awd under tail-chyers pure white;
on the sides of the neck there is the irregifiar
patehe of seale like feafhers so flequently occar-
ring among the Colufbide, dgep black, edged

with, white. o ., .
- ™y - ~ ° "
LRI
. .
- L4 s

Tt genus Lctopittes was long since established
by Mr. Swaiuson, for thh !’nssmg‘nr’ and Carolina
Pigeons of America, They are clmely allied to
the last, and (hmr chiefly fom it in the’develop-
ment of the orgdns of lhg.,l;t the wings and-tail;
all the species that we Knowe of are gregarious,
perform  lengthened negrations, gnd are arboresl
in their habits. ——S:ra’mon
.

Ecrorsrps— Gmorw clxamdcr. Bill mode-
rate, the nnnlh with little angle; * vnugz
very long, poisted, the two first quills longest
tail cuneated, the Gur middle feathers, lan-
ceolate; hinder toe nivl tarsus equnh.he latter
half plumed. The ﬂsenrostrul type.”

Types, E. migrttoria. America.

.
° -
. . -
 ee L .-
PassengEr PraroN, ECTorisTES MIGRATOTIA, e
Sweaingon,—Columba wmigratoria, Linn., ete,.—Co-
lombe vogeuse, Temm.— Ecto t;um wmidralorsa,
Sweain., Selly— Passeuger and “Migratory Pigeon
and Turtle of British authors—The addition of
the above genus to the British list, consTsts in the
-
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capture of a specimen of the migratory pigeon of
Asmerien, recorded by Professor Fleming to have
been:  shot whiie perchod on a wall in the neigli-
bourhood of a pigeon-howse at Westhall, in the
parish of Moniymnil, Fifeshire, 1st December, 1825.
The feathers wero quith; fresh wnd entire, like those
of a wild bie-"* A second specimen is suid to have
been killed in Roxburghskire, but we have not been
able to trace it According to Temminek, it ocours
in & similar stray maoner in the northern paris
of the continent, andsit is probuble that some of
these birds may occasionally wander and be taken
on our islands.

The Passenger Pigeon is a native of and rangos
over nearly the whole of the immense continent
of North America, entending 1ar to the northward.
1¢ visits the fur countries and the district around
Hudson's Bay,t but reaches the 53° only in fine
summers.  In warmer parts it.extends to the 62°,
and to the gulfof Moxico.§ Its habits it ite nofive
country arp deseribed by Wilson and Audubon, with
their own spirit and enthusinsm, and will repay the
perusal; but extrncts, which would do justico to the
authors, are f4r tqu long to be inserted here, Tn this
courtry they, have Jseen severul times kept in con-
finement, and seem to thrive well, and not to suffor
at the period of the sprisg and full, ns most mi-
gratory birds do, when detained from their change
of country nt the appointed time.  Mr. Audubon,

* Fleming, Brit, Antmals, p, 146,
+ l(i:&unhon. ¥ Hutchine, S‘Ynlnll.
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on ona of his visits to \nwric:' returned with a
Jarire stock of live hmls, which were distribed
amoily those who poﬂtc«cd the convenience “for
keeping nud superinténding thgir almost domes-
ticated state. §mom| plirs wore presénted to
the magniticent aviary nt.lvnm\ lele\, and also. to
the '/on)lngxml hm‘uty and in both isstances thiey
incubated and hntchud'theu' )oun;_‘
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TETRAONID.E.

Tuz Tetraomider is another family of the Rasores
which belongs to British ornithofogy. The birds
belonging to it in genaral pair and remain in par-
ties, the nenber of the broods from, senson to
season ; but some species are polygamous, and run
into this great chtracteristic of the rasorial group.
Thoy, during winter, congregate in large flocks, -
wthout distinetion of. broods, and continue thus
assembled until breeding time. 'There is in all
greater or less chang s of plumage during the breed-
ing season, and in some, that of the winter is very
different from the sutmer state. The deprivation
in this family of the naked skins pnd wattles, &e.,
with the large development of the tail and its no-
cessarics so provalent amony the Pazonide, is repre-
sented only by the bright coloured skin around the
eyes; the elongation of the fonthers on the sides of
the neck, and by the bere skins, eapable of being
inflated upon the axille and sides of the neek.*
All of them breed upon the ground, and, with fow
exceptions, ‘hey lay numerous eggs; thoy are, in-
deed . chiefl; torrestrinl in taeir habits, though
several specics inhabit wooded districts, parch on
trees, and feed on their young shoots or buds,

Tue genus Tetfao, or thy Grouse, which are
chiclly characteristic of this family, were for-
* See particalarly in the American spesics. 7. cupido, §e.



.
. TETRAO. i

merly all included under that fitle, but have, by
modern ornithologists, been sub-divided, both%n
accoint of n differency of habif, and a mod#fi-
eation in the form. of several of the purts, and
Tetrgo is now Yept for these large nugdepower-
ful species, with ®xpAndefletails and naked feet,
which arg paygamous, anfl dwells in shaded
forosts or wooded distsicts.  Once we possessed
a truly typical species, Yoy thesrecovery of which
great exertions are makings but the true forms are*
now chicfly found in Nortdiern Europe and Amee-
rica, though a very near egnmple of the general
shape and appearapce may be seen in the femnle
of our black cock, the greatly developed tail of the
male presenting a ve¥intion®which has been con-
sidered by some,as bf sub-geaer:c importance.

TETRAO ::f sodern eritithologists— Generic' cha-
racters —Bille short, very strong and arched
fran the base; nastrils basal, lateral,, and
hidden from view by closely set ﬁt_nlwrs; n
naked skin nbove the eyes, enlarging iu spring,
and colouredsbrightly ; wings short, concave,
third and fourth quills longest; Gl very ample
and expandig® (rounded’s) fecp nukedawith
the edges of the toes fringed ; tarsi fentherod. o

Types, T’ wrogailus, obscuryg. Europe, Northern
Asin® North Ameriemn. -

S It Lururus be Ript oy o sb-gegan, s rotindod™ shounld be
-

tmverted in thie chiameters,
L

-
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- Note.—Polygauibns, gregavious in winter, hroed
on the ground bt m imbits nre purtly ar-
boreal.

Tue Woeon-arovse oy Carencanzie, TETRAO
UROGALLES.  Linn.—Telsao urggallus, Linn—Te-
troauevhan, Temm.—Wood Grouse, Cock of the
Wood, Capercailzio, of British duthors—Weo gave
the descriplisns of most of the birds composing
the game lise in a former volyme, and althongh,
accorting tothe plan of the © Library,” they must
bo also given here, we have Hittle to add, exeept in
bringing down our informntion to the present time,
wliere any thing worthy of rotice may have oceur-
rod h

At thobead of this section we may place the
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Capercailzie, as first in both sige and strength;
the strong wnd hooked bill of the mule remindigg
-us more of that memixrein the birss of proy. thn
in ono of the Rawsres® The Capircailzie was
cortainly the nablest of ghe British fegthered
snme® but the astyiligtes of size, strenfth, and
beauty, lave proved his (R*s.t;uc(ion, and it has
becriefor nitiny years extinet,  In ancidot times
they wern tolombly abendant _in ehe primevsl
forvsts of Scotlnnd and IreBnd.*  From the latser
thay appear to have heen entirely extirpascd at a
vory varly periodewhile in Scotland their Hestruc-
tion wis niore gradund, bur®they dwindled away,
and. the last spocimen jis recorded to have been
killed in the ncighluvr'hmc..:t' [¥verness, more
than sixty years sincg.  Thert ise prospeet, how-
over, of the spedies being :tg.%lin introduced into
Scotland, hy1he exertiens plisame of our Highlund
nobility. Lord l-‘ﬁ.‘u has attenipted to naturnlise
the Cock of the Wood at Mar Lodge.  The first
importatfon from S\\wl«‘x':. was accomplished in
1827, or early in 1828, but’ #as unnttcised with
suecess, owing to the death of the ale bird, most
proliably from harm recoivod during ghe trans-
portatiot. In the geur ﬁ:llu\\‘ﬂlg‘,“fmsh hirds
wure Bmported, andefoung wer®successtolly reired
after severnl utfempts,  These, in 1831, it was
intendod tg turn out, S0 S50 & they werp suffi-
* Swith, in lis History of Corl corffpleted fn 1740, re-
masha that 1his Vink i * fmnd arely in- Ireland since our
vty linve Leea destroyod.™ . ~
o N
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ciently* advanceds but we have been unable to
wace whether this was done, and what was their
fate® At nlater period, 1838-39, Lord Breadul-
bune received from Mr. Lpyd no fower than forty-
four Capereailziet, some of which were turned out,
while ofhers were retained, in, eonfinement ; both
have succceded apd DMy, Yarrell states, that in
183D, seventy-nine young birds were Enown £0 ba
hatched. The Duchess of Athole had some birds
seat to her ut Blair, «od some have been hatched
i the wyinry at Knowlsley. Thomas Fowell Bux-
ton, Esq., has sueceeded in reaying them in con-
fincment in Norfol(l’g ' and it is evident, that with
ordinnry atteution, there is little difficulty in their
propagation i co‘nen?cm, whenee, in o fow

years, o stock eould be reared in some suitable

locality, whure there was a strick protection. In
virious parts of Northerr Europe wlso, we have
the sutharity of Mr. Loyd, Nilsson, and others,
for their being not unfrequenfly domesticated.

1u its habits in a Wild state, all ouf accounts

.

agree, fi stating theis close alliance to those of the -

black cock. They frequent forests, and those wild
tracts of country, which, wa imngine, are partially
interspersed wita native brugh-wood, intermingled
with patchis of ol timber, vikere they feed on the
teuder shoots, the buds, and birries which those
regions furnish. Tn breeding time the male at-

* Soc anintercsting and longaecount of this istroduction

in Jameson's Journal for July, 1830 Ly James Wilson,
copicd in flie Nat. TAb. Ormitl, vol. iv,
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tracts the fernules by his call, ‘on some eminence
or open spot, and, after that season has pasdad,
retirgs and skulks to unfergo the process of modlt-
ing; the femalé alone® performs the duties of in-
cubation, and the brood cutinues with ter until
the males begin to cht!nge,thclr plumxu;c Such,
nt least, is the information’we drfw from the
works of those gentlemen who have had oceasional
opportunities of observ inig thenr. The poulterers,
in London and Edmburgb: now unport.them in
considernble qmmnues, nlowg with the other nor-
thern grouse, aftér the seasqn has terminated here,
and, we rather think, that snany must be then
procured after the season of courfship has com-
menced. Tn this presedt spriff (1840), several pairs
were for sale in thed latter cisy, *and in vory good
condition, and one guinea was the price asked for
n male in a toleralle stato of plumage.  We have
nlso received specimens from Newcastle, whers
we understand the importation is frequent at a
similar period, They may be brought ta,table as
n curigsity, but those we have tasted were coarse
and highly flavoured with the. fir; but during
summer they may lose this, and,thea young birds
may be very palntg!{’e. a by P
Bofore pussing from this species, we must shortly
notice the Tetras medius of puthors, of which
there are slight indications of its hnvirdg onde
oxisted in Seotland, and, if the ﬂuppositlon of
those ornithologists who consider it a8 a hybrid
between the Capercailzie and the black”cock, be
‘?

-
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correct, wa see no renson why the oceasional eross-
ing' should not have tuken place in this country,
as \ell as in Norway or Svieden.  The continental
ornithologists generally, we believe, adopt the
theory Of hybridity, aiid it has been assented to,
or nt least not contrgdicted, by those of this
country. Cle resuluw at n distunce from tlleu'
haunts cannot be expecwr to g0 narrowly into the
question, and’ the following remurks are made
with the view of directing thr- attention of persons
wio have the opportunity, to a fact which we
do not consider ns yet satisfactorily proved. The
bird in the dress of T medine, appears to be far too
common for a hybrid; sioce the introduction of
game from Northem Enrope, it is to be procured
almost every -zprmg' ‘n the poultey shops of some
of the Inrger towns, and Mr. Yarrell speaks to as
many as seven specimens, duricg ten years, in the
shops of one poulterer in London.  Buotamong all
the rpocimens we have examined, and in those of
aur own rollection, there was, and is, no difference
whatever in the plumage of the specimens, they
are exnotly similar; now, in hybrids, we should
axpect, and'do find, not two species similar.  The
intennedinte form »f the bird is just that which
we would look for to intervena between the Caper-
cailzie, or the round tailed grouse of America, and
theextreme of dovelopmant shen in the dlack cock.
On the other side; wo have an infermedinte form
between them and, the long acuminated tail of
the cock” of the plains. The scarcity of the
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| females we wonld attribute to their being confused
. With the true Capercailzie hens, which vary 5o
mnch 4n size.  The singilarity of the specimeiis
wo, however, consider fiow as the strongest fact
against the hybrid theory, ald even if a différently
marked specimen shoufd oogur, and they ean bear
1o proportipn whatever to tie resenibling ones,
we sfiould consider it mush more propable to be #
cross between the presently constlered hybrid and
the Capereailzie, ' A
A fine male specimen of the Capercailzie will sit
fully two foct nbove the branch on which he is
perched ; and will be in totad length from two
feet ten inches to three feet.  The kil very power-
ful, is yellowish-white,” darker towards the base;
the whole head gnd®neck is blackish-grey; the
feathers of a lanccolate form, darker in their
centres, and minut=ly fleckled over with black;
immediately below she chin they are elongated,
and can ba raised at will, these are of a deep blnck,
and are edged with a glossy border of green and
purple : underneath cach eye there is a whito
pateh; the centre of the back and wings are rich
orange coloured brown, marked ig wavy lings of
freckles of brownishzlgack ; theguills ge reddish-
umber-brown ; the lower parts of the back and
rump, have a ground colour of grey or brownish-
‘gray, thickly marked with broad wavy lihos of
black, giving the whole, at a lttle distancs, nn
nppearance of blackish-grey ; the centre upper tuil-
coverts are elonguted, nre nearly bluck, Tlouded
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with hmwnmh-g:'ro\. and have the tips of ench
white: the tail is black, marked at about two ;
ihches from the extron 'u.v with broken white
patoches, which  form a ‘wavy interrupted hand
aoross’s |, the breast i bright, 'shining greenish-
black, shaded with purplwh réflections on the sides,
the feathess of a \Lr) fine and close texture, and
* presenting a sorface that would turn ordinary shot
striling it divectly : the belly and other parts of the
under surface are glossy black, in the centre inter-
spersod with patches of White; on the sides and
flanks the feathers have the grey or brownish-grey
ground colour, freekled with black; the tarsi ave .
fenthered with bmwmsh-grcy plumes, very much
elongated behind, and approaching to the loose
texture of those ia the trub moorfowl; they are
double the length of the hind toe, which they
completely conceal. = * ’

The females appear to varg considernbly in size.
One procured in the same cargo whicl: contained
the abave described -male, is only from two to
three and twenty inches in length, and would not
sif, more than seventeen inches high.  The general
appearante of the markings are similor to those of
the grey him, ochweous-brown, barred with black,
but the colours arg clearer, the barring broader
and more distinet, the edges of the feathers being
‘always paler; the eentre of the breast, where the
rich green of the male iseon, is of o uniferm ting
of rich brownish-omnge, in parts slightly marked
with freckles, where the bars are placed. The
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»
bill is dark horn colour, paler townrds the tip. In
another femnle from Russin, now before us, t'iw
ontire’length is tw enty-4wo inches.

o
® - "
. »

Tie Braok Gnorcn or eBLACK Cock, Trrio
TeTRIX, Linn—2Tetras tetriz of authtre— Tetras
buklum, Temm. —lyruhu ttrir, Swain.—Black
Grouse or Black Cock.—+Grey Hen of British
authors.—This species is prefty generally spread over
Europe, being met with in*France and Germany,
and even o far to thc south as in Italy ;* and as we
reach the north, in Russia, Ndrway, Siberia, Scan-
dinavia, and in ImplzuuL In Byitaireit ocenrs in the
two eountries, being most sparingly distributed,
however, in England’; the New Forest in Hamp-
shire, Somexsct, Durtmgor and Exmoor in Devon-
shire ; the wild patts of Staffordshire and Lanca-
shire, and 86 on until we reach the “border,” where
it becomes abundant in thewild districts which con-
duct us to its still more freqtient haunts in Seotland.
There it is abundant, and may be found in most of
the districts which are suited for it, extending north
to Sutherland, and to the islands of«Muli and Skye 4
In Treland, Mr. Thompson inforras us, it ang sinee
became extinet, though in Smith's history of Cork
(1749) it is mentioned as * frequent.”

The favottrite abodes of the Black Grouse are sub-
alpine sheep countries, Where there is comparatively
little heath, where there are moist flats or meadows,

* Savi. 4+ Yarrell T Macgilliveay,
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ahounding with a ‘rank and luxuriant berbage, and |

where the glades and passes among the hills are 2
clothed with natural bruskwood of birch and hazel,
willow and alder, and have a tangled hottom of
deep fern. These aflord an abundant supply of
{food, with shelter frowm the ‘cold at night, and the
scorching ruys of 4 widsummer sun. .

The Blaclc Cock is pol;gamous In the warmer
sunny days, at the conclusion of winter, and com-
mencement of spring, the males, after feeding, may
be seen arranged on seme thirf fence, rail, or sheep-
fold, plummg their wings, cxpandmg their tails,
and practising, as it were, their love-call. If the
weather now centinues warm, the flocks soon se-
parate, and the males select some conspicuous spots,
from whence they ondeavour to drive all rivals,
and commence to display their arts to allure the
feoales. ‘The places selected 4t such seasons are
generally elevations, the tuef enclosure of a former
cheep-fold, which has keen disused, and is now
grown aver, or some, of those beautiful spots of
fresh and grassy pasture which are well known to
the inhshitants of a pastoral distriet.  Tere, after
perhaps miry battles have been fought and rivals
vanquished,® the roble full “dressed Black Cock
takes hiz stand, commencing at the first dawn of
day, and where the game is abundant, the hill on
overy gide repeats the humming call # they strut’
nround the spots selected, railing their wings, in-
flating the throat and neck, and puffing up the
plumnge of these parts and the now brilliant wattle
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| above the eyes, raising and espanding the tail, and
" displaying the beautifully contrasting white under
tuil-covers ; he is soon Leard by the females, who
crowd around their lord and master. This season of
admigation does rigt continu Jong ; the fepales dis-
pérse to seel proper sifuatipes for depositing their
eggs, while, the males, losing their fediing for love
and Tighting, reassémblesin small parties, and seek
the shelter of the brush and fern*beds to complete o
new moult, and are seldom seen, except enzly in the
morning or at eveningg whea they exhibif a degree
of timidity, the very reverse of their former boldness
and yigilance, The old males continue separate
until winter, and afterwerds seem tg display an in-
clination to flock by themselves; but in many
cases they join with the youngs broods, and all re-
sort, morning and evening, to some favourite fecding
grounds, spending the nriddle part of the day in rest,
orin basking, pluming, or sporting upon some suniy
hill side.~ Upon the females devolve the whole dutie—
of rearing and protecting ¢he young; the Nest is
made upon the ground, not fur from water, and
the young, when hatched, are conveyed to the low
rushy hollows, where there is abundaiee of food,
sapplied by the teyder sceds of the roshes and
alpine grasses. The young are seldom full grown
before the 1st of September;, and even, at this
season, if shey have been undisturbed préviously,
they will almost suffer themselves to be lifted from
before the pointers, During summer the general
food is the seeds of the various grasses and the
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berries of the different alpine plants;* in winter,
the tender shoots of the fir, catking of birch and
hizel, lieath, andl even the,leaves of fern, and these
often give their peculiar flavour to the flesh. But
in the loyer districts, “where, indeed, this hird is
most abundant, the glehning of the stubble yields
a plentiful rdeal, fiel3s of turnip and rape are also
fayourite feeding places, and the leaves supply a
more grateful food during hard frost than they
could cisewhere procure. TIn some places, flocks
of hundreds assemble st feeding times, and although
at this time they are extremely shy and wary, the
fences and enclosures often allow them to be ap-
proached withig shot.

The plumage of “the adtlt male is on all the
upper parts of a rick, steel-blud, op the Tower parts
piteh-black, which duller colour is also seen on the
secondaries and wing-coverts ;s the greater coverls
are tlpped with white, forming whar across the wings,
congpicuous in flight, snd the under tail-coverts

are of the same pure colour, In the full plumage,
immediately suc;.cedmg the moult, there is a tinge
of brown intermixed, which 4s changed as the
winter termiinates: but the most remarkable struc-
ture: of thig bird,,is that Jf the tail, formed of
gradually clongated feathers, dn'ergmg or curving
outmmlly, and when at the highest development,
cxpnm.mn into a graceful Iyre shaped Mil. There
is nothing in the habits of* the bird which corre-

* Empetrom wigrum, Tacciuiony aryooens, myrtiftus, vitis ide,
arbatie wla wevd, fe.
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sponds with this structure ; the*flight is powerful,
but is neither in general long sustained, nor apphied
to iy peculiar habits ify the species. Mr. Swainson
has from this form made his sub-genus * Lyrurus,”
considering it as® the fissiresgral “type, and, bearing
analogy, in its forked tail and glossy plumage, to the
Drongo Shrikes of Africa and’India, JIn the female
the"form is similar, but, the proportions axe smaller,
and the divariation of the tail scarcély exceeds half
an inch in depth. The ground colour of the eatire
plumage is pale brownish-grange, becoming nearly
yellowish-white on the throat, breast, and belly;
and on the sides of the neck, slightly tinged with a
shade of vinous purple; all is barred with black,
intermixed with wavy brokin lines of the same
colour ; on the wings and shodiders the centre of
the feathers are black, but the shaft runs through
of a paler colour,, brfadening and becoming paler
towards the tip, as in the partridges; the Wl in
both sexes is nearly black. This species does not
soem 50 liable to variation as some of the other
Tetraonida. We possess a'Tomale or grey Len, ghot
by the late Sir Sidney Beckwith, entirely of a dull
whitish grey, having the cross markipgs of a darker
and browner shade g - 3
Lacorus.— Generic dmmd_cn.—Bill very short,
clothed at the base with feathers, whizh coneeal
the nostrils ; wings short, 2omewhat rounded,
with the third and fourth quills longest; tail
short, and nearly square at the end; taxsi and
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toes completely eovered with hair-like feathers,

sometimes covering the elaws, which are long,
) straight, and somewhal flattened, P
Types, L. Scoticus mutus, &c. Europe, northers

parts of North Amorica. The Artic Qirele.
Note.—Monogamous; gregurious in winter: habits

entirely ‘errestri, |. :

.

Tae Rup Grouse or Rep Pramucay, Lacopts
ScoTicus, Vicillot-—Tdrao Seaticue, Livin., Penn.,
ete. — Tetrae rouge, Temm.— N oorforel or Red
Grouss of Britisk authors. — The Red Grouse, or
Moorfowl, has peculiar claims on the naturalists and
sportsmen of Britain, us being an insulated species,
hitherto undiscovered except ir. mootland districts
of Great Britain and Treland. Those birds which,
in other parts of Northern Earope, resemble it in
the colouring of the plumage of spmmer, differ feoin
il in several particulars, considered of sufficient fm-
portance to constitate disfinct species.

The Red Grouse is stull plentiful in Seotland and
England, but is now more sparingly spread over the
southern dist'igtx of the former; upon the moors it
is well known that 'uqt a tenth of the former number
of birds at present exist, and it }s only in the more
remote districts, where access and accommodation
for sportsmen are still in ome degree wanfing, that
they are to be seer in any tlyng like their former
numbers.

The habits of the birds have considerably changed.

)
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By the approaches of eultivation to the higher dis-
tricts, and by insulated patches 6f grain even in the
middle of the wildest, ¢he grousq haye learned to
depend on the labours.’f the hushandman for his
winter's food, and instead of séeking a more pre-
caridus subsisterice, tluring_' the snow, “of tender
heath-tops or other mountuin; plants, they migrate
to the loiver grounds and enclosures, and before
the grain is removed, find a plengtifulrharvest. Hun-
dreds crowd the stooks if the upland corn-fields,
where the weather is uncertain, and the grain re-
mains out even %ll ¢ Decémber’s snows ;" while in
the lower countries they deek what has been left
on the stubble or ploughed fields. It is only in
the wildest parts of the Highlands, the Cairngorm
range, Ross, or Sutherland, where the grouse is an
inhabitant, through the year, of the moors, his
native pasture, and swhere he is also nearly the
only enlivener of these wild solitudes, by his Joud
morning and evening call. During summer it may
be varied by the whistle of the curlew, or the yail-

ing of the golden plover, of perhaps interrupted by

the sailing flight .of some harrier or other bird of
prey ; but in winter, for miles around

*# Dwells bm{ ‘the gor-cock and i deer,™

Unless where much disturbed, the grouse is not
a wild bird, and, unaware of ‘danger, it will allow
a person'to approach or walk post, uttering only
its call, ns if to make its companions aware that
something is near. In diswicts where they are
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much followed, they, however, become one of the
most wild and wary of our game, and are almost
impossible to be, appronched except by stratagem.
For nearer concealment théy are amply provided,
by the similwity of the tints of their plumage
with the dark brown moss and heath, and, except
for the assistance of the pointer, could not be dis-
covered.  Unfike the large true -grouse, "the birds
of the present group-all yair and continue with
theix. broods until a retarn of the warm season.
“The young in some seasons are dreadfully ravaged
by ‘the tapeworm almosf entirely dlestroying them
in the districts where it' occurs. It is their most
severe natural enemy. The Red Grouse pairs very
early—if mild in January—end the female com-
mences laying at the end of March. The eggs ave
deposited in a shallow hollow at tlie foot of some
tuft of heath, which affords ppartial covering and
shelter, and only a few straws Or grasses serve to
separate them from the ground. Both parents at-
tend, and boldly defend the nest or young from
the ordinscy aggressors ;* one of the most dangerous
for the eggs is the common carrion crow (C. corome);
and this is attacked in retuen, and often heaton off
successfully.  In cnfinement they are easily tamed,
and become” fumiliar,’ They eved lay under very
dissimilar circumstances to the exposure of their
native moors, thougli the young are not, often so
reared to maturite.  We hgve known a brood
hatched under a kitchen dresser, They have also
bred in sevgral aviaries; but the young have suffered

)
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a similar fate, most probably from the absenee of
some foad peculiarly fitted for this season, and
wansing in their artificinl breeding grounds. -3
The adult plumage of the grouse which have attain-
ed an age beyond a year ordwo, s a ground colour of
deep rich sienna’brown, skiading on the belly almost
to pure black, with paler tips,and wayed across with
bréwnish-black, Many specimens are much marked
with white on the undes parts, and some to a greater
degreo than others, and tiis, though it is gencrally
considered to be the mark of age, is rather ineident
to the younger birds. The female is of a paler
ground tint, and has all the_pale markings larger.
During the breeding season the feathers of both be-
come much more macked, and cuf into, as it were,
. wwith yellow, and have the tips pale yellowish-white;
and the bare skin above the eyes fucreases in Size
and intensity of ¢olote. The young, in their first
plumage nearly resemble the female, but have
rather more ochreous mixed with the plumage, and
have the markings more distributed in bars: The
Red Grouse is subject to’variety, though not very
frequently. It is generally to a paler tint of the
whole plumage. Mr. Selby notes _the occurrence
of a cream-coloures? or light-gréy vaziety upon the
Blanchland moord of Durhim, which appeas to
have bred, and continued the variety from year to
year. e possess a Grouse, shot on the. moors of
Gulloway, where the, ground culour is mearly yel-
Jowish-white, and all the dark markings are repre-
sented by pale reddish-brown ; the quills are dirty
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white. In some instances the plumage takes an
aprasite shade, and is remarkable for its deep tint,
'wr‘ 'the almost e.itire absetice of markings, The
whole, or a part of the quuls, are oftcn found white.

“w - = o

Tre Coumey or Waire Pranmsoaw, Lacopus
seres, Fieillot—Tetrao laaspus, "Linn., Pean., e,
—Lagopus musus, P(ar:m igan: or White Growss of
Brivia anthors —This bird, delicately marked in its
summer dress, and of a snowy whiteness in that of
winter, has generally been considertd as a native of
both the American and European continents. The
comparison, however, of many specimens of grouse
which become white in wintes, leads ug to believe
that the distinction of species is still somewhat
undecided, and that the range or eoinparative alun-
dance of the British species is still undetermined,
We hove seen, however, what we consider the
L. mtue, from artic America, and also among the
packnges of birds which are said by the poulterers
to, come irom \ormy ; but many of the birds
mwentioned by authors as “ Pummgan, from varipus
localities, carnot alwnys with certmnt) be referred
to that of Britain. '

, In Great Britain it is a spccnc§ confined to {he
most alpine districts, and its only habitution: now,
seeras to Ye the high mountain ranges in the lmddl(.
of Seotland, inercasing in abvmdance as the same
kind of wild cotntry reaches to the north ; and it dlso
extends to the Hebrides. According to Pennant,

-
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and some contemporary writersy these birds were
once found on the hills of Westmoreland and Cuz
berlangd ; and, we believe, recolleciions even exie*
of a few having been céen upon the high ranges
which appear on-the epposite border of ql'otland
These bave been” for ssome time extirpited, and
unless a few solitary pairs fermin on Skiddaw, or
some of its preeipitous neighbours, the range of the
Grampians will be its mo.t southeen British station,
They inbabit the most farren and rocky gfts,
often where nothing is to herseen butan interminable
series of ruggod recks distributed in boulder masses,
\'u'yma in size from huge luinps to pieces of a few
inches in diameter. Here, during spring and sum-
mer, the pairs and thei: broods reiain almost the
only inhabitants, and ave discovered with the greatest
diffieulty, the midture of the colours of the plumage
forming a tint which harmonizes with that of the
grey rocks around. At this season they are also
tame and familiar, runmng before the intruder, and
uttering their peculiarly low wild call, which is
often the means of their ditcovery. In fliis way
they will often reach the opposite edge of the rock,
and will, as it were, simultaneously drop off; but the
expectation of findin~ them on ome lower ledge
will be disappointed,” Tor they have, pefhaps, by that
time, sought for und reached the opposite side of
the mount:&ius, by a low, wheeling flight, s noisa-
less 68 the solitudes hy which they ave surrounded.
The nest i made nunder tho reeks and stones, and
i yvery difficult to be found, for the female, on
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perceiving a person approach, generahy leaves i,
<2l is only discovered by her motion over the vocks, 5
ar her low clueking ory.  In winter they descend
lower, but seldom seek the plains. In Ireland, Mr.
Thomson states, " ** it is not now; nor do I consider

it ever was, indigenous.” Y !

Both sexgs in wigter are pure white, except the
space between the bill and the-ey®s, the outet tail-
feathers, and the shafts of the quills, which are deep
bitck ipqthe young birds. Tn scasons intermediate
from the breeding segson the darker feathers or
clouded markings are generally yrey, or brownish-
grey, mottled with,black. In the female, we be-
lieve the breeding state to be rich ochreous-yellow,
barred and eut’into with lasge masses of black, the
pure white of the lgwer parts and shoulders remuin-
ing.  We are uncertain, however, whether this
change takes place in the ‘male at the commence-
ment of the season of incubation, or if, during the
heat of the love season, I}o retains his pure plumage,
commencing his change and moult to grey when

, the female begins to git. The length of the malo
- specimen before us, “in this intermediate stat |, is
aixteen inchgs. .
. We have, in this place, to’notice another bird,
which has lately gained a place in the British list
as a distinet species, and we givé a figure of the
L. rupestris, botu as illustrgting the form of Lago~
pus, and as showing the nppearance of (he bird to
which wg have now to refer,
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THE ROCK FTARMIGAN. °”
~ L3
n Ligopeit rupgglis,—SABINE AND RiciARpsos,

-

T‘i‘..’\'ﬂ-: 11,

Tus British gpeciinens of Ptarmigun, which have
been given as L. rupestriz orRock Ptarmigan, seem
now, by Mr. Yarrell, and our “later ornithologists,
to lie considered as merely scasonal ar sexual yaria-
tions of the common bird. We have not been able
personally to examine any of those which have been
described ond represented as such, but at no time
liave we been comipletely satisfied, cven of the
specific value of the northern bird, and consider
that this] with the whole of the limited genus,
requires revision, to ascertair what are reclly dis-
tinet ; their geographical ranges, with the changes
undergone by the young and old birds at different
seasons. In illustration of the sabjzct, we huve now
given a figure, taken from that represant.d m the
“ Buropean birds," by Mr. Gould, accompanied with
what Sabine, Richardson, and Sivainson, say upon
the subject and we ndd a minute description nn

measurement of a female hird, «hot by ourselves
on Ben More, Sutherlandshire, in the month of
June, mmd which Dr. Richardson considered identi-

G
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cal with the northern specimens of L. rupestyiz, com=
paring it at the time with the northern gpecimens
" the Fdinburgh Muscurs. In the Northetn Zoo-
logy the deseription of the male 15 given, * colour,
enow-white ; shafts or the six greater quills and
fourteen tail-feathers; pitch black, the latter nar-
rowly tipped with white; il blagk ; nails whitish,
dark at the base ; male, with a blafk eye stripe from
the nostrils to the hind head; form, bill narrower
at the-ase, uud more compressed throughout than
that willow grouse, ako larger and narrower than
that of the T, lagepug® (Scotch specimen); third
and fourth quills he longest; tail very slightly
rounded, consisting of sixteen feathers, fourteen
black ones, and two white incumbent ones, which,
with a pair of theroverts, ave qather larger than
the rest of the tail; tarsi and toes feathered as in
the willow grouse; the nuils more compressed, but
otherwise similar to the latter.?

4 Summer plumage-A female killed on the
rocky mountaing, latipiede 537, Head, neck, Iack,

_ scapulars, terticries, part of the intermedinte eoverts,

“ and the under plumage, harred with blackish-brown

and browm=i-yellow, the dark colour predominating
abged, avd The yellow beneathiz most of the dorsal
plasmage bordered on the tips with brownish-white ;
the remainder of the wing above, its whole surface
Beneath, and the susillaries, white ; tho quill shafts
slightly tinged with brown’; the vent feathers yel-

* L mubus,

y

:

5

e
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} lowish-brown ; the tail consisting of fourteen black
. feathers, with the white ups worn off; and of two
centralineunthent featherg which with the adjoining
coverts, are barred like the back ; tarsal feathers very
short; toes naked bgneath and partially so algve. No
summer specimens of the nm,lo\:ere brought home ;
but that sex differs in having the blackbeye stripe,
and in the middle of the belly being white,”*

Total length of the summer fémale, 14 inches;
tail, 4; wing, 7; tarsus, 1. 4} ; lines of midiie toe,
1; nail of ditto, 1 line. a

The dimensions of the Sutherlandshire specimen
alluded to, are as follows, and the woodeut will ghow
the proportions of the bill :—The entire length is

rather more than 12 inches, but would not exceed
12} ; of the wing to the évtremity of tho third
quill, 71 ; of the tarsus, 1§, equalling that of the .
centre toe, nail included ; 'the nail about §. On the
upper parts the dark or ground coloar of the feather
is deep brownish or pitch-black ; but cach fathier is
cut into, or partially barred, with ochreous-yellow
on the back and tail-coverts, being tipped and edged
with o much paler tint, sometimes approaching to
yellowish-white ; the quills, secondaries, and shoul-

* Nortlh Zool. 1L p. 356,
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ders, are pnre white, the shafts of the former black,
““and having sometimes a brownish-black tint accom-
“panying their length; fhe tail contains wixteen
feathers ; the oufer pair afe edged with white along
the outer web, and, svith the next six; on ecach side,
ave dull black; the sgntre, or eighth pair, are grey,
mottled with dull black, white s the, tips, where
they are alsg slightly worn; the Jppcr covers reach
within a quarter of an inch of the end of the
tanl, w0 the cheeks, throat, neck, and breast, the
yellow and pale markings predominate to a greater
extent, and on the latter assume more the form of
bars ; on the belly, flank, and other lower parts, the )
yellow markirgs still provail, and assume a greater
space in the formy of transverse broken masses, while
in the lower part .f the breast, and centre of the
belly, there are many pure white feathers, which
give a paler or more hbary shade to these parts;
the tarsi and half of the tees only are strongly
fenthered; the nails ave brawnish-black, paler at
the bose, ’

o

On comparison, our specimen will be scen to be
nearly two inches shorter, in ‘extreme length, than
that of Dy, Richardson and Mr. Swainson’s birds,
the me-kings rusming in them more in bars. In
our Scotch specimen, also, there are occasipnally
feathers interspaised, having the grey and white

" markings of the young birds, ‘and males, in autumi

plumage ; but whether the Rock and Cominon Plas
migan may be found to bo distinet ar not, wo have
little donbt that the female of the former, in the
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breeding geason, will exhibit a much clearer plu-
. mage than that of the autumnal dress of the males.”
- o

Pervix, Latham.— Generic <haracters. — Bill
short, rather «trong, berding from the' base ;
nostrils lateral, uncoveradl by feathers, but pro-
tected by afi arched nakea scale ; fvmgs short,
Younded, fourth and fifth quills longest ; tarsi
and feet naked ; anterior toes united at the
Base by a membrane. © 7 24

Types, P. cinerga, picta, 8. Europe, Asm.

Note.—Frequent lower covntries, and are partial
to cultivation. Not arboreal, gregarious only
to the amount of théfir broods.

o

Tre Commox PArRTRIDGE, PERDIX CINEREA, lay.
—Perdiz cinorea, "Partridgo of British authors.
—The Partridge i€ distributed extensively over
" Europe, and, according t6 Temminck, extends to
Barbary and Egypt, where it is migratory.: It is
almost everywhere abundant in o@r own island,
the more northern moorish districts excepted. It
follows the steps of man as he reciaim§ the wastes,
and delights in the sultivation, vhich Triugs to” ﬂ,
as to the labourers, a plentiful harvest of grain.
. It is, perhaps, most abundant it the lower richly
" pultivated flains of Lnglond but even the south of

* = Averago length of the male specimen is 13} ‘nches; of
female, 12§, Sabine Supp. to Append. to Ross, 1. oxovii.
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Scotland supplies many of the more norfhern mar-
kéts with this game.
Very early in sprmg—.lu- first mild days even
“of February—the Partridges have paired, and each
couple may be found, near the pact selected for their
summer nbo.dc, long before the actual preparations
for incubation have P},mm‘,nﬂ,d These ire begin at
a later period than genergily imagined, and even in
the beginning of September, particolarly in the
wilder districts, the young are not more than half
grown. The nest is formed qr rather the spot
where the eggs are to%he deposited, is soraped out
in some ready made hollow or furtow, or placed
under cover of o tuft of grass, and from twelve to
twenty eggs arer deposited. | This mode of nidi-
fication prevails thiough the whole genus. No
nest is made, and often ne great care of conceal-
ment s displayed. In cultivated countries, the
young grasses and corns are their favourite breeding
places, the former often fatal, from the hdy-harvest
having - commenced Yefore the hrood iz hatched.
The choice of a place of security for their eges is
not always the same, for Montague mentions a pair
which suceessivily selected the top of an old pol-
lardl oak; aud My Belby writcs of having known
several parallel cases. Tt is a singular teait in the
habits of many birds, that those of a wild nature
will often selectithe most frequented puits for their
nests.  Both Partridges and Pheasants are often
discovered with the nest placed within two or three
feet of o highway or footpath, where there is a
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daily passge of men and animals. The parents,
as if knowing their safety depended on sitting close,
remaifi quiet amidst all the bustle, ‘and often haten
in such plices.

Daring incubation the mab sedulonslyw dttends,
and will generally be found aear, if the female is in-
truded upon by ainy of her less formidable enemies.
When the brood is hatthed, both lead about the
young and assist them to their fobd ; and mild and
timid as the partridge is jrenerally desened, in-
stances have been seen whem the love of offspring
prevailed, and a vigorous defence was successfully
maintained aguinst a more “powerful assailant.
Among the many instances of such defence, men-
tioned by various 'mthors, we shall notice one of
the latest, which Mr. Selby has recorded in the last
edition of his lllu»&mhqns of British Ornithology : ®

~ Their parental “instinet, indeed, is not always
confined to mere Gevices for engaging attention
but whera there exists a probability of success, hey
will fight obstinately for the preservation of their
young, as appears from many instarces already nar-
rated by different writers, and to which the follow-
ing may be added, for the truth-of \rlmh 1 can
vouch. A person crgaged in a field, sot far rom
my residence, hnd his attention arrested by some
objects on the ground, which, upon nppmchmg.
be found & be two Pm-tndges, a male and remale,
engaged in battle with & carrion-crow; s0 Success-
ful, and so absorbed were they in the issne of the

* Vol L p. 4335,
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contest, that they actually held the crow®ill it was ‘
“Etized, ‘and lal(::n from them, by the spectator of
“fhe scene. Upon searchy the young birds (very
lately hatched) were found concealed amongst the
grass, Tt would appear, therefore, that the crow,
a mortal enemy to o]l Finds of young game, in at-
tempting td carry oft one of these, had been attacked
by the parent birds, and with the sbove singular
snecess.” Such display® are, however, comparatively
seldom “Witnessed, or indeed exercised, for nature
bas implanted another device in the greater num-
ber of this family, in which the orguns of defence
are in reality weak, against their many assuailants.
Stratagem is resorted to, and the parent feigns lame-
ness, and even denth, to withdraw the aggressor, The
noise and confusion which occurs when a person sud-
denly, and unawares, comes on a young brood of par-
tridges, is remarkable. The sereams of the parcnts,
apparently tumbling and escaping away with broken
legs and wings, is well acted, snd often stcceeds in
withdr.wing the dogs and his young attendant, be-
yond the possibility of discovering the hiding places
of the brogd.  When this is attained, their wonted
strength is soon secovered, a flight 10 a considerable
distance i taken—but by the tine the aggressor has
reached the marked spot, the bird has again circui-
tously eome wp wish her charge, and is ready again
to not her part i discovercd. 4
During the breeding season, all the colours of the
plumagg of the Partridge become deeper, and in the
male, the kin above the eyes showing a modifieation
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of the slight wattle incident to the true grouse, be-
comes of a pinkish-red colour. In the female, the
tips of the feathess become more décidedly marked
with pale yellowish-grey. It is g bird much more
lisble.to variation. than any «of the othes British
Rasorss—the pheasant, if inchaded, being excepted,
It is frequently” met with of different shades of
“cream colour; the dark “markings keeping a cor-
responding measure of intensity} and it is some-
times blotched, as it were," with pure whitv spots.
We, last winter, procuréd @ specimen from Mr.
Fenton, in Edinburgh,* above of a brown tin, decper
than usual, but with the ordfiary markings; the
ground colour of the bredst and under parts is of the
uniform grey, which covers the breast in the ordi-
nary state of the hird, having the black wavy mark-
ings ; but there is not the slightest trace of broader
marking to the feathers, or of the * horee shoe,”
which prevails in Other states, and, to a certuin
extent, ¢ven in the female; the head, neck,rand
patch on the throat, are un’.ber-bm“ 1, and.around
the bill, mouth, and eyes, is nearly pure black ; the.
bill itself is of a darker colour than usual,

Tai Coavon Quait, COTURNIX DACTYLISONANS,
Temm—Tetrao coturnizx, Willoagh., Rayy Linn—
Perdiz cotterniz, Lath., ete.— Quail or Commou
Quail of Brit. Ornith—The Common Quail seems

* Mr, Fenton, Preserver of Birds,- &e, Noo Gff, -Genrge
Strect, Edinburgh.
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to be generally distributed over the old world, though,
in the south of Europe, it is perhaps more abundant )
than elsewhero.  In Britaip they may now be term-
ed only an oceasional visitant, the numbers of those
which urive to breed having considerably decreased,
and they ave to be met, with certainty, only in some of
the warmer southern or midland couaties pf England.
Thirty years gince they weve tolerably common and
rogulur in their rewurns ; and, even in tha south of
Seotland:a fow broods were occasionally to be fouhd.
Mr. Macgillivray mentions its occurrence in Moray-
shire, and of having regeived a nest and eggs from
Abcrdesnchire.®  Tis occurrence farther north has
not been recorded.  In these same districts they are
now very uncertain ; we have known of broods only
twice, and occasionally have shot a strggler appa-
rently on its way to the south. In Treland the
Quail seems to he more abundaat than in any parts
of Britain ; and aceording to notes by Mr. Thompzon,
they have of late years remained permanertly in the
north, and in winter have occurred in considerable
pumbers.  In fhe winter of 1836-7, a gentlernan
shot, in one day, ten brace of Quails, in stubble
fields bordering Belfust Bay.t They are extremely
diffiouitato tush after the firgt, time, The nest is
made by the female, but, like ‘the partridges, the

are deposited almost on the bare ground;
these, also, unlike the uniform tint which we find
prevailing in those of the tiue partridges, are deeply

. * Brit. Bivds, 1. p. 237,
oF Armals of Naks History, iv. p. 384,
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blotched with oil-green, and, cicmpt in form, are
somewhat similar to those of the smpe

InFrance the Quail i w very abundant ; and, be-
sides suppiying the markets of that country, thou-
sands are importeqd alive by the London potfterers,
and [uttened for the lmr_y of the metropolis. They
are taken hy nets, into which they arer decoyed by
imitating their cail. Ga the coast of Italy and
Sicily, and ail the Greek.islarlls, they arrive at
certain seasons in immense numbers. Al uundred
theusand are said to have been taken in one day.
They are run after during the flight like the pas-
senger pigeons of America, @ad a harvest is ga-
thered when the numbers are greatest,. In Sidily,
crowds of all ages afd degrees assemble on the
shore.  The number of boats 5 even greater than
the crowd ; and enviable is the lot of the idle: ap-
prentice, who, witls a borrowed musket or pistel,
no matter how unside, has gained possession of the
farthest rock, where there is but room for himself
and his dog, which he has fed with bread axly, all
the year round, for these delightful days, mnd
which sits, in as happy expeetation as himself; for
the arrival of the Quails. Ortygis was named
from them ; and so.sbundant were: thdy - Capn,
an idand at the entrance of the Gulf of Naples, -
that they formed the principal revenue of the bishop
of the ishapl.  From twelve to sixty thousaud were
ennunily taken; nnd ond year the capture emounted
to ons hundred and sizty thowsand. In Clina,
and in many of the eastorn islends, and 1alacea,
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they are also very abundant, performing regalar
“migrations from the interior to the coast. It is
thus seen that the geogmp!:iml range of this bird
i3 of great extent, reaching northward to Russia
and Scundinavia,® fowaa in the intermediate coun-
tries of temperate heat, apd abounding in continental
India and sifrica. We possess specimens which
do not matepially differ fom each other, from
Mpdeira, alpine India, the plains of India, Ching,
Cape of Good ITope, und southern Europe. A
specimen shot at Jardize Hall, in autumn, has the
crown nearly blick, the feathers edged with pale
chestnut, streaks of oehre-yellow run over each eye,
and the centre gpace between the eyes and bill, and
auriculars, are chestnut.  Cojour of the upper parts
black, having the shafts and a laneeplate mark in the
centre of each; ochreous-yellow, palest at- the tip,
where the wings join the body ;-the central mark-
ings are wanting, and the black is relieved by grey
tips and wavy bars of siznna-yellow ; throat, pale
ochreovs-yellow, boungded by a deep blackish-brown
gorget, and on (he ides cut into by a dark stripe of
the same colour, running from the gape, and eurving
inwards near theaniddle of the pale space; breast,
yeliowsla waod-brawn, shading into pale ochveous
on the lower parts; on the breast, the feathers are
marked with two roand or oval spots, on the exterior
ot eachi web; og the flanks these patches border
cach feather irregulinly, bouading a pale open space
along the shafts, which is nearly pure white, The

* Yarrell,

£
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above deseribed specimen was a female, and it may
be stated, that ull those which have been met wi
" in autumn were of the same sex.  In the male the
chin and throat are lirownish-black; forming almost
a cross in the paie space of the female, the ends of
the cross turning up 16 meet the stripes from the
gape; the markings above are more distinet, and
thet'e is more chesinut in the tints, particularly on
the flanks and sides of the breas: ; the breast itself
is pale reddish wood browr, without spoia. o

—_—
’

In all our modérn works on ornithelogy, we have
a few birds among the Rassres tncluded, which
have been introduced from other c?untrim, and of
which some have in a ianner completely naturalised
themselves and are‘generally distributed, being us
hardy as many of the truly indigenous species ; but
there are also others, which, though they thrive
comparatively wellayet requiro considerable atten-
tion, and continue very local and limited in _th_eir
range ; and while it becomes nécessary to notice
thesc, it is scareely right to liold them in the sume
place with our indigenous game.

Tur Rep Lrcegp or Frexcy Pastrings, Pen-
uix nora,—ls o beautiful bird, and, in our park
preserves, gwill muke a most interesting addition or
variation to the naturclist, though, from the expe-
rience which has been alreacy had, it is not in
request as o bird of geme to the sportsman, nor is
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it so much esteemed for the table as the common
grey partridge. There are a few birds distributed -
over southern Europe, Afriga, and India, which are *
nearly allied to it in colouring and in markings, and
which seqm to have moie skulking habits, and to be
much more difficult te force‘upon the wing ; all of
these, we have little doubt, might he introduced to
our parks, and would thrize equally well witll the
cqmmon red-legged bird. - It appears to have been
introaucea so long sinc> as in the time of Charles
the Second ; and several English noblemen, during
the last century, are rgeorded as having bred them
from continental eggs, and turned them out on their
respective mangrs. Mr. Yerrell, in his British Birds,
has stated various instances-where they have been
Killed, or are now b.eeding, imseveral of the south-
emn and eastern English copntics.; while the possi-
bility also is snggested, of soxae straggling birds,
ocensionally met with on the caast, having made a
flight, or been driven from Guernsey or Jessey. It
has not.appeared or heon naturalised in any parts
of Scotland or Ireland.

Vi 1A oR AMERICAN DRTYX, ORTyx VIS-
aiNiaNA,—Is another beautiful little bird, more
lutely i_nlroduced irto some of the English counties,
but with even less claim to a right ingthe British
fusna, the suecess of its iatroduction having been
searcely vet ascertained. Tt belongs to a group of
birds more strongly formed, having a stronger bill,
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| and holding the place in the new world which tlie"

. partridges do in the old, frequenting the bordess
of woods, roosting and ocqpsionally perching on trees,
Colonel Montague notices a specimen of the Virgi-
ninn Ortyx shot pear Mansfield, and sond time
previons to that, states, that.some had been turned
out. Staffordshire, Cambridge, and Norfolk, are also
mentioned ns localities where they have been tried,
but we have been unable to trace exactly what hae
Leen the suceess of the trials, e

o
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Tre birds we havp nohcn.d, ave all the species of e
tronilPoe whether nnlzgc-uous or,nntur.zlued which
have any elaim to aepdace i our faund. Of the
next family, the Phasianide, ]"uropc presents no
natural e-c:upplc but onef the finest nud most sue-
ges=ful of all our onnﬂw‘logacnl introdiictions, typi-
cally Yeftesents it in

.

-

-

Ton Conston PReAsANT, Prastaxus Concnious,
—It is recordgd to have Meenintroduced into Europe
1250 years befoge the Clmﬁ:.m era; * and into Dri-
tain in 1299, dunng the reigtt of Edward the First. +
From its ease in rearing, the beauty of its plumage,
the delicacy of its flesh, dnd wlue in cover to the
sportsman, it has been, sine that early period,
fostered and preserved,s and turned outs from one
Iocallg( to another ; ; @nd, at the present time, there

. are few distrits to the south of the middle of Scot-
land, or gver England, wherd it is not to be met
with in greategor less prnportwn. In Ireland we
et e rmits Yistribytion to he'd gt 50 equal, owing to

*  the impossibility of preservation. In Europe, or
whemver they hawe been introduced, we have two
“birds"of differgnt plumage; the one vgth o conspi="
cuous white ring upon the neck, the other wanting
entirely that omafient. These, in our proserves,

* Danicls Rural Sports, 4 Echinrd’s Hist. of England,
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have bred together, and we have ;pccimens with the
mark modified or almost obliterated. By Temminck
they dre considered to hyve been originally distinct
species, and several proxmucnt diffgrences are pointed
ont, which, inall qur niaturalised blrds, arn idended
together. W have not Leexg able to comp:u'o a
sufficient number of wild specimens; Suty in one
from continental India, Without the white mark on
the neck, there nre sufficient distiictions of plumage
in addition, to warrant its séparation.  Tu our pre-
serves, which, in most instaces, are enly a kind of
semi-domestication, they are much inclined to be-
come spotted or pied with white, and often show
very beautifully contrastéd markings, The female
_seems to assume an_entirely puse white plumage
more frequently than the male ; ;'in some localities, o
silyery grey variety hag become abundant, known
under the nume of ‘Bohemian Pheasants ; it is sin-
gular also, that in & number of eggs, roccu'cd some
years sifee from an extensive preserve, where the
variety was prevalent, we eoithd separate thess which
would pmduce the grey birds, the shells bcing dif-,
ferent in their shadb of colonring, There is also &
tendency of the pheasant to breed with other gal-
linaceous birds ; cresses with the domeStic iowi ire
frequent, and some instances are given where there
hind been intercourse with the black grouse, ﬁlfd even
with a turliey.

"

H
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Tup family of the Strutkionide, or Ogtriches, is, in
all coufitaies, extremely limited in nnmbers, and
contains birds of a T large size; in Furope we
have only ofte representing genus in the Bustard,
and the stropehold may be said to be in A}'nm
wad Indm, in’ the Usserss: and plains of which we
see the oglrich and cassowary, hesides several spe-
cies of large bustards. - In Amezica and New Hol-
land they are still morg limited.

Oris LiNN, - Generic tharacters, — Bill nearly
straight, slightly depressed at the base; nos-
trils open ; legd long, having the tarsi naked
ahove the knees ; toes, three directed forwards,
ghort, bordered with a seutellnted membrane :
wings long and powerful; second, third, 'uul

“fourth quills largest, nearly equal, first narrow
towards the poind,

Type, O. taida. Europe, Asin, Africa, New
Hollapd.

Nate. —Tababit plains anl open countries, or
= Witk a ‘thick clothing of rank vegetatio ; poly-
gamous ; run swiftly.

% b "

Tur Gurear Busvarn, Ong 1anna.— Oulards
bartue, Temm.— Bustard, or Greal Busterd of
Britieh anthors~—~The Great or Europenn Bustard,
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/indeed, the whole of the Struthionidew, from their
# form and habits, and large, size, are marked objects]
and are*a tribe of birds which have fled before thie
inroads of population and agriculture.  Abroad,
in many of the distrizts where tfie Emu and Ostrich
abounded in almost innumerable herds, they have
become extremelyrare, and are cither entifely extir-
pated or driven to seck more retired plai=s, and like
causes have, in a similar manrer, réduced the num- -
bers of our native Bustard to &raggling instances of
their occurrence, In some fow stations they seem
still to be preserved, and keep up a scanty stock,
from which, perhaps, may stray tfie occasional spoci-
mens of whose capture we are gererally made aware
through the public prin'ts'. .

Newmarket Heath and Salisbary Plain, Sussex
or South Downs, Royston Heath, &c., are well
known stations of old"for thesa birds ; and Devon-
shiro, Wiltshire, Camlitidgeshire, Norfolk, and Suf-
folk, Lincokashire, &c., are all mentioned as districts
where occasional epecimens havs been seen or“pro-
cured.  So late ns 1819, Mr. Yarrell states, upon
“*authority,” that nineteen were observed together at
Westeape in Norfolk, where they arc caréfully pre-
served by the propriete= In Scotlazd, we have very
few records of them.  Sibbald seems to think they
appeared occasionally “unam non ita pridem in
Lothiana Origntali visam fuisse.”* *One was shot
in 1803, in Morayshire, by William Young, Bsq. of
Boroughhead.”+ Mr. Mudie, in his Britich Birds,

* Prodrompsii, part 2, p. 17, '+ Yarrell §i, jn 367.
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relates, that he saw two birds in the parish ot
Carmyllie, Forfarshire, « which I have no doubt, in/”
my own mind, were busards”*  They were, how-
ever, seen earlyin the morning. at the distance of a
quartes of a mile, "and objects seen “against the
sky,” at an early hour, oftentimes *seem forms of
giants” height.” In Ireland, Mr. Thompson states
it as * extinct long since,” but it is enumerated in

~ 1549, by Smith, as one of the birds of Cork. On
various parts of the continent they appear still to he
far from unfrequent. During winter and spring, we

“have often seen specimens for sale in the poulterers’
shops in the Palais Royal, for which from fifty to one:
hundred fraxks wore asked.  Spain, Italy, and the
plains of Greece are its southern range ; Sweden, |
Russin, Tartary, and Lake Baikal § is its northern
extent. :

The Bustard is recorded fo have been run with
greyhounds, oud to be an object of chase; and in-
stances where specimens have been taken in this
way are mentioned; one or two of not very ancient
date. The bird is heavy, and does not readily tuke
wing, but is described, at the same time, to be of
very powerful flight ; and ¥ has always appeared to
s, that those taken in this way must have been
under particular circumstances, either of moult or

_ fatigne.  The rifle is also sometimes used ; but, so
far a5 we can-learn, the ordinary fowkbng piece is by |
fur the most fatal weapon employed against them,

The male Bustard will stand two feet six or

* L 50, + Nilaom, + Pennant,
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eight inches in height, and, when the lengthened
feathers, which most of them possess on the threat,
or sides of the jaw, are raised, they have a very bold
and commanding appearance. The head, neck, and
upper part of the, brcust, are bluish-grey, datker on
the crown, which is often.marked with a streak
of brownish-black; the chin and long maxillary
feathers of a p.\lu' grey; the tint of the neck and
breast shades nearly into pure white on the belly,
vent, and lower tail-coveis; the lowér  part of
the back of the neck, the back, rump, nhouldcrs,
and scapulars, are reddish.orange ; the feathers
crossed with entire and interriipted bars of black ;
the greater covers greyisii-white ; secondaries deep
brownish-black ; quills'very powerful, the first nar-
row and acuminated, the others with the outer web
suddenly broadening at about a‘third from the base,
these wood-brown, m:commg brownish-black at the
tips; the central feathers of the tail are reddish-
orange with white tips, and.a black bar crossing at
about an inch from the extremity, with snother
narrower townrds the base. The more exterior
feathers are greyishi-white nearly pure at.the base,
and slightly tinted with the mddlsl‘rorzmge near the
black har, -
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- \THE LIETLE BUSTARD.

A
- Ot midor.—WILLOUGHEY,

. PLATE 1L

Oti:tttm-:; Fann—Outard caonepeticre, Buf. and Temm —
Little, or Leeser Dustard of Bgilish autlory.
{

Tnere appear to be several small species of Bustard,
which are subject to a much greater change of

plumage than the last or some of the large Indum
and African birds, and it is the case with this very
rare British visitunt, which. however, is only scen
here in ité less abtrusive garh, or that assumed after
incubation has ceased. Specimens have occurred
in Comnwall, Devonshire, Hampshire, Oxiord, and
Kent, slso in Essex; Norfolk, and Suffulk, York-
shire, and Northumberland, becoming more rare
northward.  Once only has it occurred in Scotland
that we are awars of, that mentioned by Mr. Yarrell
us fiavimy béen kill»d near Mox‘rose, in the winter
of 1833 ; and, in Ircland, two are recorded by
Mr. Thomson to have been seen in the county of
W u:LIow, in August of the same year, oje of which
was procured.® In its extra British distribution it
is not very widely spread, and on the continent is

* Proceed. Zool, Soc. 10 35, n. 7O,
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hy no means a frequent bird. On the borders of
Furope it appears to oceur more frequently, and we
havye iittle doubt that itextends beyond the Asiatie
boundary. It occurs also in Norghern Africa, * and
reaches to Russia in its mogt northern limit.  The
food is chiefly grains and vegegables, also at times
insegts ; Mr. Yarrell states, that, in a fresh speci-
men which he examined, killed near Iarwich, © the
stomach contained parts of leaves of white turnip,
liverwort, dandelion, and a few blades of prass.”
‘We have not ap adult male before us for deserip-
tion, but our figure will give an idea of the distinct
black markings which occupy the neck and breast,
and we add, from Mr. Yarrell, who ~an be depended
upon for accuracy :—* The adult,male, whea in the
plumage pecualia= to the breeding seasom, has the
beak brown ; the sides golden-yellow; the top of
the head pale chestiut, mottled with binck ; checks,
ear-coverts, the fromts and sides of ti:e neck, bluish-
grey, bounded inferiorly by a border of black prssing
to the back of the neck; lelow this is a narrow
white ring all round the neck, aud below this a
broad collar of hlack, with a gorget of white, and
another of black, at the bottom of t1ie neck, in ﬁ-on't B
shoulders, back, sczpulars, terticls, and upper tail-
coverts, pale chestnut-brown, streaked irregularly
with numerous narrow lines of vlack ; all the w_iug-
coverts, and base of the primaries, white, the distol
hulf of the primaries greyish-black ; the secondaries
patched with black and white ; the base of the tail-
* Yarrell, -
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feathers white, the ends mottled with black and
buffy-white, crossed with two narrow bars of black,
the extreme tips white; ﬂxe breast, and all the
under surface of the body, white; llga. toes, and
claws, ‘¢lay-brown.” * = ‘In another specimen before
us, probably of a ﬂ;nm!c, from the connnem, we
have the ground colour of the upper parts, except
on the neck, pearly black, Yery much cut into upon
the edges, and on'the surface marked with wavy
bars_ of génreous-yellow and pale reddish-orange;
throat and chin pale yellowish-white ; on the neck
the durk shade is nearly.deep wood-brown, the centre
of each feather being pale ochreous; on the breast,
the pale colour becomes che prevailing tint, the
feathers distinctly barred with blackish-brown ; the
belly, flanks, and under tail-covers, pure white, the
barrings confined to the flanks, and then taking the
form of lengthened cross spots, the Shaft being
marked with a thread of black ; the edges of the
wings white ; the quills wool-brown, white at the
base ; upper tail-covers with white tips, which form
a pale basal band ; the tail itself white, barred and
irregularly marked with black ; the centre feathers
tinted with ovhreous, ,_.
= ~a Y * Yarellii p. 370
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GRALLATORES.

Ix passing from the Rasorial birds, one link of
connection is at once conericuous betweeh the
Bustards, which we have juét described, and the
Charadriade. 'The form of the feet nnd tarsi, and
mode of running aniong the plovers, ==nind us
of them; but in the genera Fachydromus and
(Ediznemus, we have very near approaches, particu-
larly in the last or, “ Thick-Rnees,” severnl foreign
species being as tall as some of the middle-sized
bustards. Mr. Swainson again states, that the
Herons, by means of the Cranes, gshew the greatest
affinity to the Ostriches, being all very tall hirds,
in a great part terrestrial in habit; and though
the wing is pmple, it iscomparatively not in much
use. But, in a limited fauna, it is impossible to
enter minutely into'these alliances, without intro-
ducing many species that are foreign ; suffice it to
say, that we esteem the coancetion through the
Charadriadms as the most marked; at the same
time, we shall commence the order; by deseribing
the British members »f the family of the Herons,
or the o : G

.

ARDEADE, g o

Tie greater proportion of which, as stuted, are
Dirds of large size; all of them have the feet and
legs clongated, and particularly fitted for wading,
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and, by the assistance of u lengthened neck, they {
aro enabled to survey the pools and waters in whiely /
they seek their food, and.thus easily discover and
socure their proy-  The true Herons, of which we
possesk Awo native species, will show n typicul
exnmple, and their kebits, which we shall endea-
vour to deseribe, if we take them in connection
with thaphvsical character of the various eountries
inhabited by othérs, vall be found, with such mo-
dificitions as depend on these, to be very nearly a
picture for the wholes

They are gregarions during the breeding season,
and the colours of the plumage are chiefly shades
of groy, intermixed with'brown, black, and white,
or yellowish-whito. Must have the head adorned
with a creat, greatly developed during the breed-
ing season, at which time also the plumes on the
back and breast become eclougated into narrow
flattened tips, which, indeed; is almost thoe only
change occurring at this period. )

' \ A

Arpa LINNEUS. — Generic characters. — Bill
long, straight, compressed, sharp pointed,
edges wregnlarly broken or serrated inwards ;
leses waked —tarsi lengthened, tibim naked
about the joint; toes four, all placed on the
same plane, aad restingentirely on the ground,
Linder toe nbout half the length of the middle;
claw of the middle tos pectinnted :—wings
ample, roundea, vory concave, third quill slight-
Iy longest ; tuil short :—plumage rather loose,
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plumes of the neck, breast, and back, elon-
gated into narrow points during the breeding
season ; head geneglly crested,
Types, A. cinerea, herodiaz, &g, Cosmopolite.
Nots.—Often gregarious Qaring the season of
incubation. Breed omimps.

-

-
'

THE COMMON I}I‘:RON.
g Arden cinerea— LIS 208

»

VIGNETTE,

Andea cinerva, Linw,—Horon cendré, Temm., §e—Cotnmon
Heroni of Jiritish authors.
THis beautiful bird, and *picturesque accompa-
nituent, either to the finished park or wild land-
seape, is very generdlly distributed over the British
Islands.  When the sport of bawking was in
reputation, the Heran was & chosen bitd to fly at;
it held a place in the game laws, and its eapture
or destruction was severcly punished. By u few
it was estepmed for the table, and by thodse who
believed in the  mysweries™ of angling, its fat
was sought after as an ingredient in the postes
and compesitions, prepared as baits for that pur-

»
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pose.®  The Heron, during the greater part of the
yoar, ig @ wading or terrestrial bird, and here all ]
his motions and attitudes are easy and graceful.

Whethoer sitting at rost on some stump, or large
stone ot the edge of \chC stream,,or qtulkmg erectly
by the side of the \\'mcr, and surveying it for his
active pree; or with outstretched neck, and de-
prissed popst, the whole aspeet displaying anxiety,
before the fatal steoke js made, he appears uncon-
straffed. “But when these habits are exchanged for
the forest, the lengthened legs and amplo wings
are nsed without freedom, nml they appear to be
accommoduting themselves to a temporary sojourn,
among the brapches and Yolingn proper to another
great tribe of birds. Nevertheloss, a heronry is n
much to be coveted'ornament among the furnish-
ings of an extensive park, and tho whole process
of ineubation is most intetesting to witness. The
localities selected generally nkound in old wood,
und phey are very frequently near some rnansion,
where fhere is a constaut thoronghfure, which can
only be accounted for from the greater proportion
of old tiniber to bo found in sueh situations, for
bird naturally so shy would searcely, were choice
allowesy select ong so publie,,, We, at the same
time, know of a few breeding stations in most
retired places,—a avild and pastoral glen, or the

* & And some adinm, that any balt ancinfsd with the
marrow of the thigh-bone of an fYeron, is a great tomptation
to suy fish.  The seent from bis legs was considered attracting
to thetn, when he waded in the water,"
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solitary islet in some Highland loch:—and they
are sometimes also scen upon precipitous rocks,
South Stack Lighthouse, and Great Ormes Head,
&e.®  Of their breeding on the ground we have
the fiot stated, hnt we cannat trace it to ary thing
authentic. ",

Except during the breeding season, +heabodes of
the Heron are by the banks of streams, anil rivers,
or nlong the sides of lakes and cheir slands, fénny
districts, and, in the lata parts of aatumu and
winter, by the sea shore; in the Intter situntions,
they may be seen taking fheir station S0 S00N A8
the shoals begin to be uncov.red by the ebbing of
the tide ; and, when satiated with feeding, rows of
birds may be observed on some, retired sand bank,
their head sunk between their shoulders, exhibit-
ing a, picture of full-fed laziness. They appear at
this timo to be patily gregarious, and to resort, day
after day, nearly ta the same stations. In inlund
parts they occasionally rest during tho day, and
roost upon trees, Their food is very mixed, though
the great proportion consists of creatures inhabifing
or frequenting the: waters, fish of all accessible
kinds, and aquatic greptiles; but, when motion is
perceived in the water, or herbage jry tha brink,
tho attention is drawn to it, and a stroke is made
at the objeet, though impe-fectly scen s thus,
water raty or mice, young aquatic birds, und now
and then a water-hen or rail, are killed. In con-
finement, any kind of fish or raw meat will be

* Eyton,
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caten, and Dr. Neil hes recorded their qualities
as rat killers, We have also known several instan-
-ces of this propensity in Herons kept in a gawden,
and where also it was nearly impossiblo to preserve
any smuller tame bn*d- m company. Inn state
of nature, the prey sesips generally to be trans-
fixed by a dart or blow of the bill. The great
proporticn, of trouts, eels,« &e., which we Have
ohseryed as supplied to the young, being all pierced
through as if struck in the manner we have stated.

The Heron is gencrally, though nowhere very
abundantly, disteibuted, over Europe; in Britain,
extending to Orkney and Shetland, where they
aro said to be plentiful. Tn these islands we haye
10 notice of any breeding plices, and it would b
interesting to know how they dre situate, or if the
birds migraty to the mainland for the purpose of
incubation. In the very north of Europe the Heron
is migratory. Its extrn European range is con-
fined to the Old Worldg Northern Africn, and
Madeirs, India,® JavaF perhaps some others of the
eastern islands, and Japan.? Inthe Now World,
we have it rcprmntcd by the 4. herodias, & large
species resembling it in colours and habits,

The entird length of an adylt bird will exceed
threa foet, of which the hill to the rictus will
measure six inches and a-half.  Thoe back, seapu-
lars, and tail, ave pale blnckish-gray, tinted some-
times with brown, and, irrthe breeding season,
having the ends of the dorsal feathers length-

* Yarrell, - + Horeficld + Temninck.
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L ened into parrow points of o mwuch paler tint,
and which now gives the prevailing shade to the
back. The quills are dark dull bluish-black. The
forehend, crown, checks, chin, and throat, are pure
white, and from above each eye proceeds a broad
stripe of deep black, which meets from both sides
upon the hind-head, and frem which springs the
graceful long narrow plumes of the saing colour,
forming the crest. The whole plums= o 4he

rown are lengthened, bat £he tiue crest, gene-
1")‘ coumtmg of only two narrow feathers, is
r’qm from six to seven inches in length. The
1:ck nhove, and on the sides, is of a rich pur-

; phsh-grey, shading into the colbur of the buck as
it appronches; the fore part of the nesk is relieved
by two lines of white feithers, blask for & portion
of the one-half, gradually clongating to the lower
part of the neck, where they become of one colour
and lengthen into nibrow points, often five or six
inohes long, of nyellowish-white, and which hang
gracefully from the sides, as well as the fora pert
of the neck and breast. Thi sentre of the Lreast
and Delly is pure white, but it is bordered snd
relioved on each side by a streak of black, aris-
ing, from the anterior &ides of the bredst, in two
broad tufts of loose-lengthened feathdrs. The™
thighs and under tail-coverts are white. The fect
and logs are yellowish-brown, but the nuked parts
of the tibite are yollow, shading into brown as they
reach tha tarsal joint. he Wl is nearly deep
yellow, inelining upon the ridge to hrownish, and
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having a greenich ting on the lores and mear the
gape. The irides are bright gamboge-yellogy. On
the fore part of the brepst there ure two patehis |
of n thick yellow down, concealed hy the other
plumes, and which we tind more or less in all the
Heronss This is Yointed in vits structure, and
would appear to b sonnected with the habits of
this tribe of birds. O

ot Viebinds of immatire plumage, we have the
“blackishigrey colour predominating, with a consi-
derabla tinge of brown, no white in the crowr
which gradually shatles into black on the oecipu
the feathers there lergthening, but without chang
ing into the nardw form of those in the adults.
We have alsa no elongation on the back or lower
part of the neck, and the white, in the centre of
the breast and befly, is bordered only with black-
igh-grey. \

.

»

Tup Ponrre Henod, Anrpes pURPOREA, — A.
purparen, Linn—Xéron powrpre, Temm.—Pur-
ple Heron, Purpla-crested Heron, Crested Purple
Horon, Afvican Heron of Britisk authors.— This
beautiful Meroa has been afficiently often killed
i England; to cntitle it to &he mnk of a frequent
occasional visitant. Its range in our islands,
however, is confined to the south, for we know
“of 1o instance of its oceurrence in Seotland, and
Mr. Thompson has recorded its nppearance in
Ireland only once, We possess one mstive spe-
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frequantly eomo torthy Londan mnrkut,-_- frotfy thiy |
oontinent, and muy be (o, narease their valuo)
given obt as British-killed speeimens, ~Tis most &
¥nbundant oountryis perhiaps Africa, the sl
enstorn consts 3 aud wo have recdived it also. fron
the Cape of Good Hope, # wlr. Franklin‘eshibited
pfccimons, nt the Zoologieal Society, that were
WHRENE by hitneelf from ludm"'" and Jasy is
%ﬁ‘u n loontity
ho'liubits of the qup!u. Heroa we have no
dotatted’ ncqgunt.'*to o eartuig estent it will re-
st otdsers, Lt there are, withent doubt,
peEliaritios haleniog £0 it. Nedther do wo know o
mich of its mujmca\lon, whether it is gregavious
during that season, or breadssingly. Temminch
stitos, thit thiWembis snnde * dang los rosoauss oo
“sur 18 bois en taillis,"’ very favely upon treesy and,
altogether, the babits approach vearer to thosy
of the bitterns than of the typical herons. Writers
fngres in stating, thatfit is farJroia ln.mg ancon-
o in Holland, whore it also breedsy nnd wheth «
wo havs seen Tt nailed up to trees, among Brovs
“mnd birds of proy ;—if some detdils of its% § »
cotld be prgcured from thencc. they would x
toresting. \
The, txfpm' purts, wingse, tml ‘and) untlor tail-
: 8 Ynerdlls ¥ HorsBell”
. : %
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cuverts of the breeding state of this Heron are of a
dark brownish-grey, deeper on the tail, quills,
and coverts, und these yre tinted with gﬂ*emsh‘
reflections, hmn,pg- the dorsal plumes narrowed
nnd siopgated as in Qhe hmt the narrow tipg being
of a much paler t;pt,..thoso at the sides longest,
nud of a pule reddish-brown. The fore shead and
cemvcy reaghinek, the feathers lengthening into a
Jong narrow erest, while o line of the same colour
is carrigd ‘down the ek, The feathers covering
the cars are black; forming a purrow stripe from
the rictus, joining the black of the occiput. On
eash side of the fick a narrow stripe descends,
mingling with the pore”irregularly dark edges of”
the lengthened plumes.  The throat and fore part
of the npper neck afe pure white, gradually shading
into the ehestnut-lirown, which covers the cheeks
end sides of the neck, not octupied by the black
stripes. On the fore part of the neck ench fonther
clongates until it attains the lengthenad narrow
foritijaon the uppersparts, the one side of each
is yellowish-white, the other black ; and thus irre-
gular lines of these colours afe formed, until the
long tips Wreome cntirely yvellowishwhite. The
Lvatitre of the braast und belly is black, bounded
on ench side with yery deep purpi®h-chestuat or
brownish-red. The thighs are pale brownish-red,
‘The fore part of the tarsus and toes,are brown,
tinted with greenish ; thehinder part of the tarsus
wnd naked tibiwme, yellow. The development of the
foet, compured with the length of the tamsus, is
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much greater than in the last, the centre toe, with
its cluw, heing nearly equal tothe tarsus in length.
The cluws are much more lengtheéned, slender, aud
less bent, The bill is nearly pure gamboge-yellow,
shading from brown upon therridge and extRmity
of the mandible. :

In a specimerr which we received ns*% female,
nud in which the clongated feathers nf botl the
breast and lower part of the nlck were marked
ns in the last deseribed, the upper pluninge has u
brown timt spread over, the accipital erest is short,
and the stripes of black cn the neck are only
slightly indicated. The purfilish-brown on the
sides of the breast is not so deep, and none of the
colours are so vivid or Yell defined.

In un immature bird, brown is the provailing
colour, the upper plumgs being all broadly edged
with it. The crown’and ‘occiput chestnut, without
n orest, and the sidos and fore purt of tho neck
vellowishuwhite, marked on both with lengthened
dashes of brownish-black 3 ro elonguted feathers
vither there or upon the buck. ¢

.( .
- o
o .
-
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EGRITS,

O next beautifl division of the Herons, is thnt
of the' Bavets, distihpuished by a more sender
form in every part, iy the plumes on the back
heing very long and disunited, and in the plumage
beingisemlly pure white, and always pale at
cne period, either in the complete or incomplets
plamage,  Some of thi lesser species, where the
eolours and form vary,'serve to ronnett them with
the smnll bitterns. Thay breed on trees, sometines
at ouly n faw feet from the ground, but in genernl
nt o high elévation, and, with fow exceptions, in
the vicinity of witer. 'l‘hc species aro NUMErous,
and spreéad over the world; and are often o closely
allied, that there is'great difficulty in distinguish-
ing them, consequently, our synonymes are Doth
punierous and often erroneons!

e, N

EawettA— Geners ‘characters.—Bill very slon-
der, slightly bending at the tip; gonys nat
ascending ; legs long ; inner toe shorter than
the oufer* feathers of Cae breast, back, nnd
scupuln*s, very long, andswith thu webs much
disunited.

. Types, Ardea alba, A. garzata, luce, Bonap., &e,

v - :
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THE LITTLE 'BGRET.

» Ao

PBaretta garzellin,

.

PLATE-1V,

Ardes gnrsetin, Ling—IHeron gayzotte, Zemm.—The Liltle
Egrot or Egret Heron, Sefly amd Yarrell,
v
THE closs alliance of thi: Egrets, to each other, has
caused a much wider geographical range to be
given them than théy possess. The present bied is
confined to the Old World ; but how far restricted,
or whethor the othsr White Egrots, from almost all
parts of the Old Hamisphere, of n similar size, are
all identical, perhaps still requires a more strict
investigntion, Its best acknowledged range is
Southern Europe, Greece, and Northern Africi,
from some of which countries an occasional speci-
men, at rare intervegs, strnys to puresitores. M.
Yarroll, whose exertions in collecting information
of this kind are indefatigable, records six instaness
of its eapture, in Britain or Jrelund, which he
considers may be relied on, The first is the bivd
noticed b)’ Pennaht, who saw only the feal hers;
the others wore taken in Cornwall, Hampshire,
\\’nrwicl;ahi&e, and one in the harbour of Cork,

.
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mentioned by Mr. Temploton. In Scotland, we are
not nwars that it has ever been taken.

During the Iast “mtu' (1840-41), thers have
been several instanees of « White Herons” being
sten mad, killed, both'in England and Scotland,
which, it is little dopbt were Egrets of one species
or other, vt the difficulty of tr'tcmg them is great.
These =olicps nppenred chiefly in the newspapers,
and from the peeuiinr ¢plour and appearnnce of the
bird, they were sure to draw attention. The win-
ter was remarkablo for the intensity of the cold.

Annoxed, we give the description of a specimen
procured on the contient., The entire lepgth, from
extremity of the tail to the end of the bill, will be
from twenty to twenty-two'inches’; length of the
hill to the rictus four inches. The plumage is
entircly pure white; from the hind-head spring
twa narrow feathers, four inchies in length, while
those on the lower part of the neck (nearly of a
stmilar longth), toward the tips, become nurrowed
and compact in forms the loose hnir, like plumes,
spring entirely from the centre of the buck; the
bill with the tarsi nre black: the toes appear to
hive been gieenish-yellow; | he length of the leg,
naplumed, dbove the tarsal fgint, is two inches
and o fourth ; of the tarsus four inches.

Tue Grear WHI'E Ecasr. — Arpea Apa. —
Avden alba, Livn.—White Heron, or Great Whita
Heron of British authors,—This is wen of tarer

y
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pceurrence than the last, and, until within these
fow years, nuthentic accounts of its appearnnce
were somewhat questionablé, or rested on the au-
thority of specimens which could not bo then
traced, At the meeting of tho British Assoctation,
in 1838, Mr. Strickland st';:rw} his opinion, that
this hird was improperly excladed, and Leated three
instances of its capturk within a eqmpnys~tizely
rocent period in Yorkshire; to these Mr. Yarrefl
adds an instunes of anotker, shot on (he Tsis in
Oxfordshive, A specimen, of u White Egret, was
aleo shot during last winter at Tyningham, the
seat of Lord Haddington, in Haddingtonshire:
This has been considered to e the large species,
ar that we are. now discribing, but we have not
had an opportunity of examining it: and, mecors
ding to the newspapers, o White Heron™ wus
severn] timos secn urifig the same winger upo
the shores of the Solway, on the English sicle,
above Port Carlisle, which also may have heen
identical with the Great Dgvet. '

I'n Northern or Central Europe, the Large Bgret
appears to be nowhere very abundant, lflut bgeomes
more froquent in the %recian Archipingo, in Tur-
key, and on the As*-tic boundary, White Herwis
brought from Continental India by Colonel Sykes,
ure considered identical in thai gentleman's catn-
logue, and jt is a range very likely to be taxen by
the species.  The Amercan Targe White Heron is
distinet, and ropresents it in the New World. We
have also an ther, closely allied, in Nev: Holland,
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Wao have not a British or European specinwu

before us, and we do not find descriptions ngrog

vxnetly in the colour and dimensions of some of

those parts (the hill'and icgs), on whxch, nmong
the Egiets, the specific dm(mcuous in muny in-
stanees rést. . The- pluu\age of both sexes, and, so
fir s woamow, of the young, is pure white, the
creatgnd.eloneated dorsal featliers being: emblems
of the seuson of incubagion. The adult birds men-
suee in Jewth three foct four or five inches.  The
dimensions of the bill and legs are given by

' Billabouts . . . . o« @ inches:
Selby, 3 Torsi-® . . .8 —
Naked part of the Ilbln 4 -

- A4l feon \llxocyg PRI, |
Yarroll, Jaass 9

Naked pnrl of the cllﬂn, o
Middig toe nml claw, 4} —

The colour of the bill is blask, or deep wood-
brawn, yellow at the buso nnd about the nostrils;*
legs nlmost black:§ In the young birds, Mr, Seclby
states, the bill nid legs.ave greenish-blnck.

Tug BrrreBagken EorerE. nussara, Wagler,
— Apdes (Equinoctialie, Ponne—Red-Yillosd Heron,
\Penn, — Litilo White Heron, Montague. — Avdes
ruspata, Wagler—Lug-Backed Hevony Selby, Yar-
rel. — The occurrence of this Egret in Britain,
rosts szill on the soljtary epechinen olitained by
Colone] Montazue, and removed with his collec-

* Belly, ¥ Yarrdl

S 2,
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tion o the British Muscum,  “ It was shot near
Kingsbridge, in Devonshire; had been scen for
seviral days in the same field, nttending. sowme
cows, and picking up insects, which were found
in its stomach." The atténdance on cattle is o
curious habit in some of the Egvets, without doubt,
o aceount of tlie inseets that abound s themd
in Indin, for this raasor some hiave recaives «neo-
vineial name, signifying * Cow ‘or Cattle Heron.™

The Asiatic continent, from every authority,
wanld ssem the most abundant laeality, or mther
the renl country of this bhird; Upper Hindostan,™
the Dukhun,t Java,$ isles 'of Sunda, Japan, ||
Himalayn and Nepaul,§ are all given as countrics
from where it has beafi received. |

In the adult birds, the feathers; at the roots, are
pure white, but on the head, neck, and breast, with
the elongated feathiys oni the back, are of nu orange
or saffron-yellow ; the remaining parts of the bird
are pure white; the bill and legs are yellow . the
joints of the latter and the toes darker. =

Montague's young specimen is described by him
to be in “ length bout twenty inches; the bLill
two inches long to ‘ho feathers on the forchead,
and of an orange-vellow, Tho whole plimaze
snowy white, exeept the erown of the head, nnd
the upper part of the neck befere, which ard !mﬁ'.
Loes threa inches and a-half long, and one ineh
and n-half of bard spaoe abave the Knees; these

* Major Feankiin. + Colonel Sykes 4 Hosefleld,

A)

) fmmiuck. § Gould, »

.
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perts are nearly black, with a tinge of green; the
toes and claws are of the same colour; the middla
clivw pectinated.”  The above agrees nearly with
the deseription given by Wagler of the young state,

the bréwn colour prewniling with the advance of

ll"Qq o
A detafi’ of the habits and mchhcatum ol this

Bgretizatill much wanted.
o

A
*

Tue Savacco Hirex, E. RALLODES. — 4. ral-
loides, Seopoli— Ardea comata, Pail., Penn—Heron

[

erabier, Temm,— Vhe Squacco Heren of Britivh A\

authors. — In form, this species begins to dopurt

from the true Fgrets. The legs are featheéred

nearly to the knees, as amang the bitterns, It
has occurred severitl times in the southern and
enstern eounties of Eogland, Tt we do not learn

of any instance of its capture Either in Scotland or

Irel=ad.  One is recorded, so lately as July 1840,
to hays been killed noar Kingsbridge, Devanshire.
In Middle nnd Southern Europe it is more fro-
quently obtained, also in Greeto; but Africa and
some parts 6f Asia aro its thue loealities ; further
tifan that i*s hahits nre convidersd a5 similar to
* its congeners, wo have little knowledge of them.*
The extreme Yength “of this Egret is from

* Rinoo writing the above, wo lage a notg from My, A,
Grounds, Ludlow, statiug that'a spocimen of the Squnctoe
Heron was killed near that town, about. six  hai sinoe, snd
was stuffed by lim. N
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eighteen to twenty inches; the head, or rather the
head and nape are crested, the feathers mmount
in number to eight or ten, and ard'so long ns to
reach the baeck, they sre pure white, relioved
by a narrow bordér of biack an each side. - The
wings, “and lower parts of thd bird, are nearly pure
white, but the upper parts are almest hicien from
viow, *hy o series of¥long hair-like feathers, which
spring immediately from behind the shoulders, and
exceed the tail in length - these are of o deep
sionna-yellow, tinged with purple on the back.
It is from these plimes that the name * comata'
of Pallas has been taken ; and-we may state here,
that we have some doubf whether that name or
* ralloides™ of Scopoli should”have ‘the priority ;
the chin and throat sre white, and the neck and
breast are sienun-yellow. My Selby states the
base of the bill, for v eariy two-thirds of itslength,
to be pale nzure-hlug, black towards the end. Tha
legs duske, tinged with rad.  Mr, Yarrell again,
describes the bill to be greenish-brown, darkest
towards the point. The legs yellowish-brown.
In the young birds, the plumage has o pure
white, except that of jhe tail, which i3 henrly so. ‘
and the dorsal plumes are wammg, the colour 2
wood-brown, streaked on the head, neck; and
wing-coverts, with u darker shede; the bill twd
logrs nve tu\ted mth yellowish-brown. 4
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. BITTHRNS.

Wiiens one individual of ‘s form is onl) present i
. fnunn, xt. is oftén diffienlt to ehow its raditions ;
and, WS o more d‘sm\ ered, it might merge into
the ndj=went gtmem, as . only .a very aberraut
species; but, where others appear of a like strue-
ture, and ore scen curr\'u\«r & representative type
into othiéraountries, it s often better, for the suke
of fasilicating the artificial arrangement, to sepa-
rate them.  In the Little Bittdrng, we have some
parts of the form vof the small egrets strongly
marked, but the feuthers on the head and neck
nre more broadly formed, snd those on the buck
sl scapulars are without division or separation
of the webs, the torsi clothed to the knees; the
MNNETS Very skulklng, arndl the nidification said
to bo on the ground ; in which habits, and in the
very narrow and comprissed form of their bodics,

thuy ehow 0 Cl0s0 .nl.hnnce to the rails.  The
Prince of Canino bas apparently acted on the same
principles, and has given to these birds, taking
the drdeaminuta and Ezilizas typical, the title of
AJEDEOLA (Bzuom-lkrou.) “Our native species is

« Tuz Livrie Broreay, ARDEOLA MiNvTA, — Are
dea minuta, Penn, ee—Heros blongite, Temm.—
Botaveris minwdus, A{dby, eto.—Little Bittsyn-Heron,
Penn, — The Little Bittern of Britjh authors. —
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The Little Bittern-Heron s béen frequently met
with in many of the English countics, extending to
“the Sgottish border, anfl it 3¢ supposed that they
have also ocensionally Pred in this country, young
birds having: beat} procured in ane instances® and,
in sofnn others, the &rounlstances in which they
woro tnken Toft little doubt That” they tmd bred
nearsthe loculity whers they wore Killed. t A spe-
eimen is recorded to h-u'-\ hesn procured: so fur
north s Sanda, in Orlmqy,I and M Thompson
has statad its occurrenco onge or twice i Ireland.
Its extra British ringeis the south of Europe, parts
of Asia and Africa, w Iwrv lewover, & représoni-
ing wpvcwﬁ may yet be chnfounded.  Its habits, ex-
cept in confinement, ave 1ot rnmrdva but it is said
1o froquent marshoss by the sides of rivers, anidst
aguatie brush-wood, and tomake its nest upon the
ground.  Wilson, spefleing of the American bird,
which is so closelyallied as to have led to confii-
sion, sans,—* Those we have seen in oonﬁn‘cmnnt
skulk, snd walk with the head tirawn rlosd) in, *
nud without showing nsny port:on of the neck;”
swhich ngrees with the manner in which®it snd
other small species, kept in our Brigish gandens,
conduct themselves,, Mr. Amlubon Jin describing
them, states, that Rpecunons he lmd in confine-.
ment were fod on small fish nnd stripes of pork,
and were very expert in estobing flies’s Tloy
shipwed oo gread scugsorial powers. In trying
to cscape from the w'iudo\i-n, they eould olimb

\¢ Yumll' + Heysbam, T Froming,
1

- (e
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with ease from the floor to the top of the curtnins,
by means of their feet and claws. The nest of the
American specits is also ‘described as placed on -
the ground, or & few iuchés above it, attached to
the stams of reeds, nng, in one Or two instanees,
in bushes about three leet fiom the ground.”

In the 2dult staté of this bird, sthe crown and
upper parts are black, richty ghossed with green ;
the cheeks, ucck,-'tmd'wing-cm'ort.«, pale sienna-
yellow, the under parts of a redder or browner
tint, dashed with brown upon the flanks; the
bill and legs are of a dark yéllow, the former
generally brightest, vthe legs feathered down to
the torsul joint, The youhg are without the dark
glossy mantle, and have thefeathers there brown,
wargined with a paler shade. *The lower plumags
mund gides of the neck are yellowish-brown, on the
sides of the neck occasiondly streaked with white,
nud on the flanks with brown j« the bill, legs, and
foety are of a greenish-brewn. ,

Buoror—Antiguorum.—Generic characters—Bill
lengthened, compressed, and strong at the base,
angle of the maxilla place:? for forward ; nostrils

- placed in a deep furrow, and partly covered
with a membrane ; legs proportionally short
and strong, tihim partially bare, feet mueh
developed, toes long and slender, claws long,
slightly bent, that of the middle tde serrnted :

* Audabon, kit pp. 77 to 80,7
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wings rather long, the three first quills Jongest,
second ruther exceeding.

Types, B. stellaris, lentigingra, &e. Europe, Asia,
Africa, America,

Note.—Nocturnal, skulking. Back of the neck
Ihre of feathers ; *thoseof the sides dongated,
covering it, but capuble of érection, Nest large.
placed on or nar the ground.

AT TP
A <
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THE COMMON BITTERN,

- X '

Butor Stellaris,
.

»
® YPEATE V.,

Ardod elollnts, Pems, Fei-—Botnis stellnris, — Heron
Gmud Bator, Tamm.—Tle Cgt‘?mon’Blucm, ur‘l!luvrn-
Hevon of British authors, 5

Tue Bittorn, liko all our warsh birds; is, Bt the
present time, much Iéss common than it was fifty
years sinee; yet it”is still frequently met with,
and, in one or two instanoes, is recorded as breod-
ing in England. The general time of its w-
Jearance i in winter, or on the deeline of tho
vear; and, ns observed by thost of our modern

writers, in “ome seasons they wre much mure
i .
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plentiful than others; the winter of 1830-31, is
mentioned, both by Mr: Selby and 3r. Yarrell, s
remitrkable for the number of specimens which’
wore obtained. Tn the south of Seotland a similar
compa,vaum ql)unda,nm OOOUrTe ul sovoral  wero
hrought to me in Dummu‘;‘snm’ uud on & Visit to
Edinbuigh, it was found thut the bird presorvers
there had obtained alsoa raore than usunl nusnbor
Of spemmem Since that period, they have not
been seen ia Seotland, preopt as stray individunls.
In Treland, they are also occusionally met with,
On the continent of Europe, partienlarly the
southern and eentra! parts, in suitable localitivs,
they are not uncominon, and appear to extend far
northward, being found i Scandinavis, Russin,
and Siberin ;* o specimen frem the Cape of Good
Hope before os does not differ very materially ;
and it has also been met weitlyin South Afvics by
Dr. Smith. anrmf and India} are given toit:

the Duokhun 1% mentiongd by Colonel Sykes, hut
n% a‘loczuxt) whare it ocours rarely, We hayo re-

ceived skins of a Bittern from continental India,
very nearly allied to the European birds, but we
e Withortp wn-ndm-ed them distinet.

The fiet of thu\B:ﬂmn bréeding in this country,
tnkos place “also only at uncertain SeRsons, and
is, perhaps, owing nt the time to particulnr cir-
camstineos, It does not oceur with any degree of
regularity, nor are there any spots whero the birdy
return periodically st the period of incubation,

*Yamell, 4 Temominck. 4 Licut. / Jolame! Sykos,

\'

.
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The nest is said to be pluced on the ground, neur
the waters edge, nmong thick resds or aquatic
herboge, and the cggs are of a uniform pale
brown.* : = .

In astive habits The Bittera is chicfly nevturnal,
remaining during the dayin 4ts tovert retreat, and
coming forth in the avening and twilight to feed ;
and it is nt this time, as well gas in the morn®
ing, that its peculiar boomirfg noise is uttered, to
which has been attached various superstificas, and
also singular conjectures as to the manner in which

it was produced.  We do not*figd it stated whether
it is a general call, or is more particularly uttered
during, or immediately gntecedent to the season of
incubation, such as thedrumming moise of the snipe,
and the call of some of the rails; at other times, and
when surprised, the gry 3 different, being harsh and
sharp. The food, we should consider, was seized by
ywatching, somewhat in' the manner of true herons.
Any thing having motion is struck at;difelrer
perfectly seen or not, and 1H® prey is swalfowed
whole ; thus, we haye taken a water rail from the
stomach of one, and perceive that similar.insmmces
have elsewhere occurrdlt  Fish or'aquatic reptiles
are. probably the most’general food:

In olden times, both the Bittern and heron were
csteemed for food, particularly the young birds:
now they argnever hrought to the table, which may
perhaps be from some prejudice existing against
them as fishy! asted, for we have heard more than

* Yeyuell + Yarrell, ”
. K
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one gentleman mscrl., that a heron, if Lol a pr optr ']
time, was excellent eating,

A spccxmen of a nmlm Bittern, shot in mnter,
in the vicinity of Jardine-Hall, has the crown and
oceiput deep Lrownisk-black, with green and purple
reflectinns ; the feathérs®on the occiput elongated,
tipped for half an inch wjih orhracecus, and there'
minttely edged with black; under the eye, from each
rictus, dc\cends a stréak of rich and deep brown;
the centre of the throat is of a paler brown, and
between, the tint of the sides of the neck is yellow-
ish-white ; the feathets of the sides of the neck are
lengthened, and fold over the back part, which is
covered only ‘with a thick down; these can also be
thrown forward, and are somgtimes made to appear
as o mfi. The whole ground colour of the plumage
is a pale sienna-yellow, the tigt slightly varying in
different specimens, and being of a redder colour on
the shoulders, quills, and tail ; this ground colour is
vatiew, wul rayed in such a manner as to be very
difficu’t to convey by words; on the back, being
confined to the centre of the fegthers, it assumes the
form of cownward broad lines; but on the sides of
the neck, brease, and flanks, it runs in transverse
bars and ervssings,  On the Yore part of the breast
and neck, where the feathers are lengthened, the
gne half is brown, the other wilhout markings; N
which produces to a certmn gxtent the same ap.
pearance we saw in the trde herons, In the Bmern,
about three quarters of an inch of th tilim is free
from feafners, and the proportional Levelopment of

Al

!
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the feet is great, the centre toe exeeeding the tarsus
m length. In a specimen from the Cape of Good
ilope, the colours appear all more’vivid, and the
dark transverse markings'on the sides of the neck
and cheeks are decyer and more thickly plagedy and
the feathers ave there m’ors elongated. No material
difference, howeyer, exists. e

Toe AMERICAN Bmxm.&‘Bumn LENTIGINOSUS,
ARDEA LENTIGINOSA, Montayye.— Botaurus mokolo,
Visill— Heron lentigineawr, Temm.—The Freckled
Heron or Bittern, Americane Bittern of British
authors—The original British specimen of this Bit-
tern fell under the obsewation of Colonel Montague,
and was killed in Dortetshire, Since the capture of
that specimen, a few have been taken, chiefly in
the southern or south-edstern counties of England,
and a bird taken ine the Isle of Man, the descrip-
tion of which was commumnicated to Mr. Yarrell, is
thonght to be also referable .tq.this‘specic‘s: It has -
not yet been found in either Scotland or Ireland. .
Hitherto, this bird *has been considered identical”
with the species of Argerica, represgntiaf théTe our
native bird. The Priyce of Caning, however, places—
the A. lentiginosa, Montague, and the American bird .
(under the title of B, minor) opposite, or as repre-
sentatives in form and markings—tlie last, of eurse,
distinet. 'We possfss specimens of the American
bird, but have had no opportunity of comparing it
with Europeas or British killed specimeng, and the

\ . o ol
%
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deseription underneath, is taken from a skin sent |
to us from South Carolina. In habits, as described &~
by Wilson ana Audubon, the species of Ameriel
closely resemble those of the Common Bittern,
Leagth of the skin,” from the point of the bill to
the end of the tail, rathgr more than two fect ; bill
to the rictus four inches, feing longer proportionally,
mate slender and heron-lixe than in the true Bit-
terns. Length ol the naked spuce on the tibin one
inch; of wrsus three and three quarters; of the
centre toe, including the claw, four inches. The
ground colour of the plumage, cxcept the wings, is
ochreous-yellow, ca the crown being dark chest-
sut, changing into that colour; on the neck the }
centres of the feathers are pale sicnna-brown, and
they want the * rayed” appearance of dark and
light seen in the common bird; on the back and
wings the markings, although somewhat similar, are
much divided ; the throat is vhite, a stripe of the
palg oehreous running along its centre, aad, on the
lower, parts, the gengral colour is considerably paler
than above; each feather is marked on the centre
with g dash of sienna-brown, which is bordered and
minutely frockled with brows. The quills, instead
“of being irregulorly barred and blotched with pale
reddish-brown, as in the Common Bittern, are of a
uniform dull broy,n, pale reddish towards the edge
uof the inner web, where the dark colour is shaded
off by minute freclles; the tail is sienna-brown,
freckled minutely with blackish-bre sn, Such i
the gencral déscription of an Ameyean bird, but
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the distinguishing mark is a broad patch of glossy
greenish-black upon each side of the neck; arising
below the auriculars, and passing backwards, so as
nearly to meet at the hack of the head. This oc-
cupies the place of the dark Stripe in the Eur¢pean
Lird, but arises much f: er: baek, and is much
broader, The distribution of this bird Las been
considéred as Européan ghd American. >

.
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NIGHT-HERONS. : o

Forrowixa the true Bit‘tems, but of a stronger
form? we have a -smt.ll group ofshirds known under
the Anglicised name ofgNight-Heron, or Night-
Raven': the lutter given evidently from the hoarse
all uttered by them, and from their feeding during
the night, and remaiving inactive during the day.
They are ‘generally diztributed over the different
quarters of the world; breed in companies, and on
trees, and have the »lumage of some dark chaste

ghade of gTeYs olivéd; or brown, above ; white below,

but tinted in parts with the same colour as that of
the upper parts; the head erested generally with
three long narrow feathers. °

NYOTICORAX.— Generié chdvactert—Bill strong,
rather short, bending fron the base, tip notched,
~#ing edges not“serrated ; legs feathered to
the knees, inror toe shorter than the outer;
head genbrally crested.

'I‘.vncs, N. Gardenii, Americanus, Cosmopolite.

Note.—Nactamnal, gregwous during incubation,
» breed sn troes.

>
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" Ngeticorar Gardenii. X
-
-

PLATESVEL

e Ld

N, Europeus steph.—Ardea nycticorax, Li'u.—!;lhmau a
mantean noir, Zenon.—Nighg-Heron of Hritish anthors.—
Nyectlarden, Sweia. -

L
Ta1s bird is consideredsby all dur writers, the Prince
of Canino excepteds as ranging over both Europe
and America, but by the oreithologist dissenting
the distinctions are aot’ziven. We have been unable
to compare an Amecrican specimen, but whatever
may be the result, they wze most closely allied, and
although we keep the synonyames Scparate, we shall °
now treat of the species as identical.” Lilke many
other birds where the livery is double, the adult and
young have been degeribed as distined * I latter
state is represented in the back figure of our plate~
and was known under the appellation of A. Gardenily «
which we have used at the head of this description.
In Britain it is of occasional appearance, dike all
those rare fpecies e hase last described, and we do

 Wilson hMwever remiarks, @ that the Eatopean species is
certainly muct? smaller than the Amerlean®™ o
\
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not know of any instance of its breeding with us, |
In habits they are nocturnal, frequenting marshes, #
where bmsh or rank herbage abounds, and there’
skulking in the day time? feeding in the evening,
tmhg]ut, or in light niglfts, and supporting themselves
chiefly on fish or aquatic repliles. Several indtances
of their2apture in the Efblish counties occur; but,
in Scotland, when the pair which were killed at
lesel the seat of sthe Farl of Home, were presented
to the Ediaburgh Museum, they were accounted
great rafities.  That nobleman, who is a keen sports-
man, has several l.lrgo preserves of water on his
gronuds, skirted with Willows and tall reeds ; ; and,
we believe, that it was on*the margin of one of these
where the pair of bitds was shot. A specimen in
our own collection was obtained just after it had
been skinned, and had been killed a day or two
prenon-ly on the banks of thesCluden, a tributury
to the river Nith in Dumfries-shire. In Ireland,
Mr. Thompson records its capture twices; one, a
specimen sent from Letterkenny to Dublin; the
secondy in the plumage of the young bird, was killed
in the county of Armagh, and was presented to the
Belfast Musaum,

In North America; the \'lgm-Hcron, or as itis
. there termed, the ** Qua Bird,” is in some parts
migratory ; during.the season of incubation it is
geegarious, and breeds together in the inundated
swamps, the stagnant pools.nearthe rice plantations,
and on the low islands clothed with ey rgreen trees,
The nests arg placed sometimes on Yushes, some-

’



»
COMMON NIGHT-HERON. 153

times on trees at a very great heigh.t, and, in the low
islands, on the mangrove trees that overhang the
water. | The birds ave deferibed as txtremely noisy
and \mtchful their sense of heurmg being particularly
ncute; at the sarp time, tMey afe easily pracured
by lyifig in watch, and shogting the blrd.P s as they
come into their nests or to rooq! The ness are of
considerable size, afd am constructed of sticks and
roots ; the eggs are of the pale bluish-green common
to the greater part of the Apdeadm. The young are
esteemed, as food, equal to youing pigeons, and seem
to be sought after both by man and the rapacions
birds, which collect around tﬁoobrccding stations for
the supply which is at th#® season there furnished.®
If we consider the American specunens to he dis-
tinet, the range of the British bird will be restricted
to Europe, Africa, and parts of India ; also Japan.t
The back of the wecll, svings, rump, and tail, are
of a fine pearl grey, palest on the back of the neck ;
the forehsad, cheeks, throat, and under jans,.pure
white; the erown of the head and nape, with the ™
upper part of the back and mantle, are of"a rich
glossy greenish-black, the feathers on the centre of
the back being mthcr‘long, and hgving Dheil webs

unconnected, as in the true Herong ; apd, from the =

occiput, springs a beautiful adornment of gene-
rally three pure white narrow feathers, which reach
to the back. The bill is black ; the legs gresnisle-
yellow, appearing &f a dlearer colour as the bird
attains matugity. In the young bird, represented

v * Wileon, Audulion, 4+ Temminck.
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in the back figur® of our plate, and known as the
Gurdenian Heron, the colour of the plumage is dif-
ferent shades of wood- brown, very deep ahaye, and
nppmnchmg to icllomsb -white below, and on the
backand wing-coverts havmfr cach feather marked
along the centres ity trmngu]ar white spofs; be-
neath, the feathers are mammd with darker wood-
brown, which gives an idterripted appearafice to
these parts; the bill i more of an olive colour at
the base, find the legs and feet are nearly olive-
green ; in this state #hcm is fo indication of the
crest.

On comparing o Qxcc:mcn of an adult bird from
Southern Africa with twd others, the one from the
continent, the other killedvin Scotland, we find no
difference, except in the erest of those of Europe
and Britain; in it the narrow feathers are uniform
in their breadth, and are puretwhite ; in the speci-
men from Africa, the feather io & quarter of an inch
in breadth at the base; gradually narrowing: to an

nccuminated point ; Ahe shaft is dark, and in one of
them the half is entively black.

2
s
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STORKS,

“Tar Sorks will naturalfy hold a place among the
Ardeadm; but their propér situation among them is
yet a l'iule uncertdyn ; they draaberrant in Jheeform,
and, with the mext, run marg, into some rasorial
families. The Storks, in the extended valu® of the
term,”as that of o goups will include all those very
large birds belonging to Indja, Seuth America, and
New Holland, and known gnder the cortmon names
of Jabiru, Adjutant, &c., agd they are mostly Te-
markable in the sélection of some insulated elova-
tion for the position of theirnests. These will form
several genera, but the bftd of Europe, the Ciconia
alba, we shall consideras typical of the true Stork,
or ] f
CrooNiA—Genawe Sturacters—Bill lengthened,
straight, very etrong, sharp pointed; nostrils
nealy basal, pieroad in the horny ﬂps_tagce of
the bill, somewhat linearg legs very long tilim™
naked : toes four, connected by a metbrane,
considerably developed between the outer and
middle toe, the gosterior toe glxowﬂn‘lﬁhtcd
above the place,of the rest i clays short, tha'=
of the middle toe not serrated ; tail compara- o
tively short ; wings long, thivd and fourth quills
Tongest. io e
Turope, Wsia, Africa.‘ .
Note.—O@en fumiliar; breed on insulgted eleva-
. tions. %
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Ciconia alba, | ° -
-

“ PLATE ViI
»
Cieonia nlba, Brisson. — Arden alba, Lign. — Cicogne bianche,
Temm.—Common Stork, White Stork of British awtlars.
.

Ix Europe, the Stork is a‘mig'mtor_v bird, visiting it
only during the season of incubation, seen upon our
shores as a straggler, and in"modern days, much
more rarely than it -even anciently seemns to have
oceurred. In France, Hollandy and Germany, the.
Stork is common during the lreeding season, and
being in these countriesprotected, it miges fami-
linrly with the noise nnd bustle of population, aud
inoubates on the tops of the chimneys, on spires,
or other elevated structures of ‘the towns.  Artifi-
cial flat-topyred erections are ften put up for its use
and convenience, and, in somg parts, penalties are
- levied on its molestation. Tn no work, to which
we have access, have we seen the natural breeding-
phaces ‘mentioned, for although they may in Europe
congregate about towns and villdges, we' have little
doubt that colonies will elsewhere exist: inhabiting,
at the time of breeding, elevated "’dfs’ or dead or
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bare trecs. When so frequent, thén, on the opposite

. shores, it scems rem:\rkall)]e that we have them so
seldom among us, and is another "instance where
the narrow clnnnc[ of the strm!g forms the well-
kept houndary line for spccus‘ On the gn#nent,
these birds are ﬁcquemly an tme in the market-
pl.wes, for the purpose of clearing off refuse, &e.,
whicll they perform in o complctc manner, stalking | _
lazily amidst the stalls and gurcltasers, or are scen
standing on one leg, with #he head rctr'ﬁctgd, after
having glutted thgmselves avith the offal of the
slaughter-house. In Englang it has occurred lately,
at various seasons, in mml: of tRe southern counties ;
once or tivice in Scotland so far uorth;zs Shetland ;*
and Mr, Yarrell states,* this 5pegcs is said to have
been kilied in Ireland.” We do not, however, find
any thing regarding it in Mre Thompson's notes.
On the continent, i®reaches so far north as Sweden,
and Seandinayia als#, as a summer visitant, while
its wintef quarters have alvays been wdrwd.ns\
Northern Africa. )

The plumage is entirely pure white, mth the,
exception of the dlills, secondaries, and tinls,
which are glogsy black, towards the dhs'ts having
a shade of grey; the bill, legs nad feet, crimson=="
red. In the young birds these parts are tinged o
with brown; but other differertees have not been

pointed out.
Another Yine Stotk hag beeu admitted to a place
in our faunal £
- * Yareell, .
\ . A o

°
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Tur Brack Srorg, CicoNta y16raA—C. nigra, ,&7

Will.— Ardea nigra, Linn,—Cicogne noire, Temm.’
— Black Stork of Britisk authors.—The first spe-
cimen, tiken in the British Islands, was in Somer-
setshire, in 1814, cnid it fortunately came into the
possession of Colonel Montague, who published the
record of its appearance, with an account of its
habits dunng the periad it continued alive in his
possession.®  Another was taken, in 1831, on the
Thames, a third nearIpswich, and the last in No-
vember, 1839, in the Ysle of Purbeck, at the south
side of Poole harbour.t  Its native countries are '\
said to he Switzerland, Hungary, and Turkey, build-
mg in secluded forests, on Yhe tops of lnr'h trees. |
It is also found at the Cape of Good llope§ and
Madeira.|| Tt is edeily tamed, and is an elegant
spc«ne&, its dark and glossy upper plumage contrast-
ing beautifully with the whith of its under parts,
.rc‘nc~cd b the deep ved of the bill and 1&gs.

M. Yarrell thus Geseribes the bird in the Zoolo-
gital Gardens.” “ The beak and paked skin pround
the exsare s red, tinged with orange; the irides red-
dish-brown ¢ tho head and netk all round, upper sur-

“face of the hudy, wings, and wing-coverts, are glossy

black, varied with blue, purple, copper-coloured,

and n reflectfons ; the primary quill-feathers

and the tail, black ; the whole of the under surface

of the body, from the bettom of (he neck to the

* See Trank, Linn, Soc. for 1815, + Yarrel. + Selby.
§ Dr, Smith, Il Dr. Helnelen. X
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ends of the under tail-coverts, white ; legs and toes,
omnge-red ; the claws blagk. A
: °
. - L4
. ® Y - - - -
LR >

* SPOONBILLS.
- -

Ix the genus, which we .plx{cc niext, we find birds s
possessing the form, and maify of the habits, of the
herons : the bill lengthened, But instead of that mem-

ber being sharp-pomted and *rough on the edges,

fitted for darting at and seeuring a slippery and
sometimes strong prey, wegee it depressed, endowed

with sensibility, and modelled somewdat upon the

plan of the bill among the ducks. *

PLATATEA: — Gz.-:.m-k.cbart;dem.. — Bill long,
straight, depressed, very flat, dilated towards
the tip; nostrils basal, placed above, and near
each other; legs long, naked showssthe Mrml oy
joint ; toes before part}uﬂy webbed, pastegior
toe articulated slightly above the plane of e
others : claws short, not sermted ; yangedong,
second quill Tong&t ; head oftch crested.

Types, P- lewcorodta, waja, &c.®  ©

Note. — Gregarious, breed on trees, sometimes

swim. Europe, Asia, America. oy * %
] b .
.
\ - .
. .
L] - G .
%
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Platalea lencorosia, L‘T.\'.v;:vs. L4
- ) rc’:\.w VITT,
l'hulc; leucorodia, Line, — Spatode Ulanche, Zemm. —
Spoonbill or WhilmSpoon‘.;ill of British authors.

Tie Spoonlill is an.occxwonnl visitant to the three
kingdoms of Great Britain®and Ircland, being most
frequently met with in anl-md while it is rare in
the others; in the f')rmer,_they are even recorded by
Sir Thomas Browne to have bréd occasionally, while,
on the othier hand, in Scotland, they appear to have
strayed o=~ so far north a3 Orkney and Shetland.®
Oat of Furope, they Beem to range to Africa und
India, although the specimens brought by Colonel
Sykotars, from three to four inches longer than the
European birdstt The Spoorbill seems to breed both
on trees and upon the ground, or nearly so, among
tall reeds; and the eggs deposited in a nest of large
and strong structdre, differ from those of the other
Ardeada in their colour, bcmg nearly white, with
blotches of pale bréwn ever them. Their food is
usually d=scribed to be small reptileshnd fish, with
' * Fleming. + Y;urcll.
a

’
‘

\
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all the produce of marine and aquatie life which oe-
curs in pools left by the tide, or is formed by fresh
watere. The form and structure of the bill would,
however, lead us to believe, thatif their manner of
feedipg was stridtly pbserved, it woulds be” found
adapted to a peculiar kind »f f5od, abundayt in the
placgs which thty frequent. In confinement it is
various, and nothing seems to come far amic
Young birds we have seen 4ed on hread and milk,
and also with fish, which they eat with great avidity.
The plumage of the adult &poonbill is entirely pure
white, with the exception =of a band of a rich buff
colour, placed on each gide of the lower parts of the
neck, and which shades off to.pure white on the fore
part of the breast, scafcely however meeting.  The
head is adorned with a very ample crest of long
broad feathers, hungmfr half *way down the neck,
and capable of being orrcled at pleasure; the billis
black, yellow towarlls the tip, and very rugous above;

the legs®and feet are’alsd black.. The ferzals je

described as having a smallocrest. In the~yeung
the head is not crested, and the buff-coloured bind
is not present.  In young birds which avecaw in
Holland, fully featheed, but not leng trom the nest,
the plumngc above #as dusky, from « dull or dark
stripe passing along the centre of cach feather; and
the bill, with the bare skin of 'the face, was of a
grey or lead colour, the former quite soft, and tinted
an the edgds of the gape with! pink.

»

&

4
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2> CRANES,
o

Tae next form has given some difficulty in assioning
ita situation ; it is more,varied in habits and feeding,
and, in internal strfetiive, seems to approach nearer
the Rasores than the typic%l G:al?alore:; bug the
Pritish bird, when viewed in canjunction with the
foreign species, and sonfe of those large birds which
were formerly associated’ with the genus, will Le
found to take its placé, and fill P & wanting gap
among the Adrdeade.

Grus, Pallc;—Geueric characters—Bil) strong,
nearly straight, compressed, pointed ; mostrils
large and pervious ; legs long, much of the
tibie naked; toes strong, "but comparativel
short, the hinder toe short, articuluted, high on
the tarsus; wings ample, rather rounded, third
qaill lomrast; tertial’ feathers often cl:mgatcd‘

Toves, G. cinerca,” Amevicana, Europe, Asia,

+* America.

v

W - "

-~ N “
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THE .COMMON «CRANE.
Grs cineren, BilcufTEis. o
2 " PLATE IX. S

Ardea grus, Ray, Line- .j-c.._('h;us cineren, Peclstein, Selby,
and wodern omu'&oloy:‘:u.—'(lruc cendrée, Tenmn.—Com-
moen Crane of British anthors. ©

Tnr Common Crane would "scem formerly to have
been much more frequeitt, than it now 18, in our
islands, appearing in the old billg for many of the
feasts, Crane, however, we do not think can always,
in these records, be translated =3 the Grus cinerea of
the ornithologists of the present day. In later days
the bird appears only as an occasional yisitant ; and
not moro: than seven ox eight instances of its geeurs,
rence are mentioned between 1820, and the present
year, 1841; some of these have heen in Devan;
shire, others in Orkney and Shetland.  In Treland
it has not been seen for a hundred yars. In the
north of Europe it is scen, at similar interrupted
intervals; and, in Central Europe, they are observed
_ during their migrations. © Egy}t, and yarious parts

*

of Africa, are said to be their winter quariers 3

but of theirstronghbld, or of their preeding stations,

little, indeed, seems yet knean to ornithologists.
\ * Yarrelll
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The latter is said to be in marshes, by the sides of
lakes or rivers, where the yegetation is dense, and a
love for elevated situations is also ascribeds to it.
The structure of the trz.\cb&; is somewhat similar to
that cbserved in sorme of the B\ir.ttawr.:.r, the swan
for instance, and insseweral of the Rasores; it per-
forms extensive convolutions in the sternum_as it
advances in age, occupying nearly the whole of its
internal space. 4

The crovn of the head exhibits a naked oval
space, of a bluish or lirid colour, we believe, in the
living bird, thickly scagfered over with black hairs,
or rather hair-like plitmes; immediately succeeding
this, the feathers on the o%ciput are brocoli-brown ;
the chin, and forg parts of “the neek, ending in a
point on the breast, are of the’same colour; all the
general plamage is ash-grey, slightly paler heneath ;
the bastard and primary’ quills, secondaries, and
tertials, are black ; a portion of the secondaries and
tertials being elongated, dssuine a curved férm, have
the,wsbs disunited, wnd droop gracefully over the
er-s of the wings and sides, in the form of the
curved feathers in the tail of ‘the domestic cock.
The tail is Wiackish-grey, shost in comparison with
the size of the bird ; the under coverts reaching in
length to its extremity ; the legs and feet black.

In the female the development of the long plumes
is less, and the colours of the plumage scarcely so -
clear., The young want the dak codur on the
neek and occiput, and have the plamage more
tinted witis brown.
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Tais is another gronp of birds, of which we possess
only one example in our fauna, the Glossy Ibis,
evidently of form intermediate between some of the
herons and Scolopacide. TFhe fimily has been de-
nominated, from another frenus, Tantalus, having
all the proportions somewhatssimilar, but much more
developed. These birds, though partially aquatic,
are gregarious, breed onotrees, and many of them
possess the large development of the secondary
quills which we saw_'uf the cranes, while, in others,
the elongated feathers, of the neck and breast of the
herons are represented, In tlhie genus Ibis, %8s now
restricted to the type of I. rubra, falcinellus, &c.,
we have the form tfiore slender, and running into
that of the curlew division of the Sealwpacide, and
their habits are also more skin to them, frequanting *
the edges of marshes, the borders of rivers, and the

sea shore. it

Gexuvs Ipis, — Ceneric charastevs. — Bill long,
curved at the base, compressed, thickened, and-
powerful ; mandible deeplyjzrooved forits whale
length; tip, without development for setise
of touch; face, chin, and throat, sometimes
naked’, legs rather long, strong;, tibie par-

* tially naked; feet strong; toes juined by @

=N X
'
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membrane, hinder toe on the same plane with
the others; wings long, sccond, third, and

fourth, nearly equal and longest. .
Types, L. rubrg, jalginellus, &c. Europe, Asin,
Afriea. Tk i B
S Yo

»
THE GLOSSY IBIS.
o>
This fols incling,
.

PLATE X

Tantalus faloinellus, Ziwx, — Thi) fajinellus, Zemm. — Bay
1bis, Green This, Glossy This, of British authors,

Teagrichlyaalovred bird hds now been frequently
kiedin several of tld English counties, from the
roth even to Northumberland, In Treland, by
Mr., "Chompson, it is stated as o rare visitant. On
the continent it also oceurs sparingly, and reaches
a locality «o «fi 'north as Teétand.® The hird of
India was considered identical by Dr. Latham.
Colonel Sykes includes it among the birds of the.,
Dukhun; and, in a list of birds published in the
Annals of Natural History, Little Thibet is given to
it Jave, Sunda, and other islands in the castern
* Wagler. * 4 Latter from G, F, Vigne, Esq. viil. p. 224
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seas, are also mentioned as within‘its eastern range. ®
~In Africa, it has been found in Egypt and in the
vicinity of the Cape of Good Hope’t In America,
an Ibis has always beéh considered as identical
with t.his species, and rgmgcs’frsm'ﬂm Uni&ed States
to Mexico, Florida, and thgBgazils; this, in fact,
being consideredeas the head quarters of the Species.
The Prince of Canifio, tn his last geographical and
comparative list, however, places¢he American bird
under the title of Jbis Ordit, restricting the [. fal-
cinellus to Southern and Centgal Eurape, whence the
stray specimens reach the .Bri(ish shores. As in
many similar cases, we haye tinught it right to state
the views of the Prince, though we do not know
his distinguishing chamcters, ‘and have only more
and more to regret "the want of that information,
which would have rendered his work so much more
valuable, RS

In the adult bird, the plumage may be said fo
be one brilliant changings mass of grcenish-])lack,
purple, and dull red, all pazts Kaving s metallic -
lustre, these prevail on the head, meck, hck, =nd
general upper parts$ beneath, the colour is of a deep
reddish-brown, with Jittle play of golows i the bill is
deep brown, and thenaked part of the face, the legs, -
and feet, are blackish-green, darkest on the latter.
The young specimen procured by Mr. Selby, in Nor-
thumberland, is thus described by him, and, with
little variation acedrding to age, muy suffice to mark
the young ‘n their first or epsly state. * The bill

’ * Tomminek, + Dr. Smith!

Y ~ ‘.
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is greenish-black,” fading towards the tip to wood-
brown, and measures five inches in length ; the lores,,'
are green ; the head, throat, and back of the upper
part of the neck, are pale hair-brown ; the feathers
margined with white x.;nd g-i.ving-'n spotted apped-
ance ; on the fore part,of the neck are two narrow
transyerse bars, and a large irregular spot of white ;
lower parts of the neck, anfl the whole of the under
parts, of a hair-brawnigh colour, the marging of the
feathers having greenish-reflections ; upper parts of
the body, wings, and stail, glossy olive-green, with
faint changeable reflections of purplish-red upon the
seapulars and wing-cfiverts ; legs and toes blackish-
green.” > . o

Q. ’

SCOLOPACIDE.
’fl:{.l‘!‘.sw(ophcid-m: typivally represented by the Snipes

ans ‘Woodcocks; is well seen in our British list, by
a numerous series of forms and specics, all extremely
interestng, ind is, we belieye, a favourite family
with almost eviry prnithologist By far the greatest
proportion of them frequent extensive marshes, or
the shores and banks of our consts and rivers, retir-
ing, for a time, to the inland moors or fens, to breed
and rear their young: A few (‘)nly arg partial to
woods and thick cove:z, where, however, they are to
be found i1 murshy glades, or the moist and more

/
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it!xpory:d openings which oecasionaliy prevail ;. many
_of them are much esteemed for the table, and by the
sportsman. The plumn"o of all is”colonred with
chaste : md subdued tints,*and is often remarkable
for the purity and distinctness of i its markings. «The
young fun immediately on bejug, hatched. Several
of the genera feed and perform their migeatiotis by
night, These have the' eye propartionally large, and
much developed. The bill is ofterr furnished, at its
tip, with a structure of higly, sensibility, by wlm.h it
can diseriminate l)y the sense pf touch, the Insects,
&e., with which it comes in contact.
The first form we notice, %i¢ that of the Wood-
cocks or Snipes, which we shall here keep together,
‘though, by several intdligent “ornithologists, they
haye been separated, fartly on account of the more
sylvan habits of the former, and partly from a
slight difference in tlae feathe cring of the tarsi, orin
the one set of birdsebei qng formed for a wndmg or
more aquatic life than the other. Without doubt,
the three known species of Woadeocks, all sylvan in_
their habits, could at once he sepamted by ahy ons
from the Snipes; bue at the same time, we. have
one or two intermediate birds which <would not,
assuming the distinctions we have st ted as charac-
ters, be placed in cither.
L)

Gexcs Scororax, Linn,— Generic charactors,.—
Bill lengthened; straight, basally compressed,
slightly vurved at the tip; and there dilated ;
the tip of the maxilla fitting into thet of the

b . s
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mandible; fegs and feet slender ; tarsi of mode-
rate length ; tibim only for a short space naked, ¢
or altogether clothed with fenthers ; wmgs mo?
derate, Ups of the #uills somewhat rounded,
«but the first op gecond longest.
Types, Scolopoz, mjsticald, gallinnage, Sabinii, &c.
“Cosmopolite.
Note. — Habits of several, w a certain extent,
sylvan, all gnigratory, or partially so.  Squat
on tke appmacﬂ of danger. Breeding and

winter plumage similar.
r

< ‘ '\

r
THE WOODCOCK.

!

e 1P . Seoloper risticdie, Lixszvs.  ©
P e « "

- PLATE XI.

Ll >
Scolopax fusticols, Lénn, §e—gecnme ardinaire, Temm.—
The Woadeook of British authars,

Tug Woodeock is the largest species in the genus,
=and; from the oldest records, has been in high favouy
for the table, and since the titae that, shooting fly.
ing has been practised, has been muea sought after
by the sportsman, to whom it makes an agreeable

. /
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21‘nriaﬁon among the winter covér-shooting. Al-
though there are now many instances on record of
the Wopdeock breeding in various parts of Great
Britain, yet it still must’be considered as one of
our winter migrating birds, thc-‘grcat mass yisking
us in the commcncement and-towards the cnd of
October, and remoung again in February. ~The
great attention that has ‘been paid to British orni-
thology, for thirty years past, has made known
many instances of breeding; for we do not see
any changes in the country that could have, at a
later period, increased their frequency ; but, even
“those which have been recorddll, are few indeed,
Ct)mpm-ed with the number of birds that visit
us every winter. Soma situations appear more
favourable, or are preferred by the birds to olhers,
and there, almost with tolorablo certainty, one or
two pairs may be fouad, stason after season ; but,
with that exceptiony there is no indiscriminate
bréeding, s with the sripes in suitable localities.
In Ross-shire, they have now heen frcquently dis-
covered breeding.® Near Dunkeld, they are stated
also to breed,t and this locality must be a favounte
one of long standing ; wfor, twenty years &ince, in
rambling through thes woods in t}uxt vicinity, we
were told by the keepers, that Woodcock nests had
several times been found. In Fifeshire we have
heard of instances, and once received the egg ‘in a*
fresh state freqn that"county. In Northumberland
* Sir F. Mack¥uzic. + Loudo®, Mag. of Nat. Hist.

\
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we have also nuthentic records of their breeding,"{
and various seattered instances have been noted, in
different periddicals, &c., of nests being found i
other and more southern’districts of Englnnd. But
all these can memly Be lnokcd vpon as cases on the
very limit of theiy Breeding range, and nét at all
simithr to birds, which, though they remove, or par-
tially migrate, yet reguln:ly nnd in pumberd. breed
with us. 8

Like asgreat pmpomon of the aquatic birds, a
dry spot is selected for the nest, often at a consi-
dezable distance from water. *By one writer, the
nests were said tombe all pl.nccd in “ dry, warm¢
situations, amongst dead grass and leaves, without
any attempt at concealment;” and; by Sir Francis
Mackenzie, * the soil where'the nests were found is
gravelly and rather dry; the grass tolerably long,
without undersrood ; and the trees, onk, birch,
and larch, not exceeding thirty years growth.” In

Norway, “ they (eggs} were placed upen the bare
"~ ground, under somebrushwood, and in a place from
wiilett the timber had been clan-ed, and in which
the young spruce firs were again springing."t The
oggs are of a pale purplishybrown, sometimes yel-
lowish-white,, with imegular markings of a deep
brown tint.

The Woodoock, when first arriving in this country,
may be found in whin covers on the coast; or at g
great distance from wood, ofterfon the ;moors, amidst

*Selby.s  + Hewitela,
L



Woopgock. ! 173

Zlong heath; at times, in these localities, they are
extremely shy, while ab others, ns if fatigued with
their ﬂi};ht, they can sca‘rcely be rhised, and fre-
quently, when fallen in +ith in such a state, are
killed in numbers. “They soon;, bawever, leave these
districts, and do it simﬁltunc;&ugly, scnrcel; a bird
being to be found in the morning where the day’pre-
vious they had been abundant. Their most favourite
haunts; when settled, as it were, for the wintergane
woods of some extent, where there is cover that can
be run through beneath, and where shelter is afforded
by spreading low-branched spruce trecs, hollies; or
other large evergreens. There tLey rest by day, only
at times feeding, or turning over the dried leaves,
and at twilight regain achivity, resorting to the open
glades, or marshy bottoms, or sheltered outskirts,
and then, for a time, feed in carnest. Their food
seems to be aquatic-insécts or larvee, which they
procure by thrusting their bills into the soft mud, or
* boring,” .ag in sporting language it is termed ; in
this process a quantity of sand is alsb fiken, for the’
stomach is almost always filled with i, in ndditha
to any remains of insects that can be seen.  In the
woods, they also seem to turn over the decd Tedvesin
search of what may be beneath ; and in hard frost,
this bird, from these peculiarities, is one that suffers
most severcly.  The number of Woeodeocks which
Visit us vary much from year to year, and without
apparcnt cante,  Whatever that may be, it should
be sought fou in their summe land, not in that
which receives them in winter. Ireland Seems to

.
v &
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he a most abundaut locality for both this bird and *
the snipe. The character of the country would, to

a certain extenl, aceount for the latter; but, ecven

its position, in reference %o that in which they are
summer rendcnts, doés not, conpletely account for
the abundance. I’my,couplo are recorded as killed
by a dfngle gun in one day,* and axrange of from ten
to thirty is not accounted *extfaordinary. Natural
copgg-wood, on ihe hills and valleys of the moor-
lrmds, are “zaid to be favourite retreats for them;

in whin covers they are also found, and we have
the word of a keen shot, some time resident in

:‘

\

Treland, that, after & flight, many might be found in |

the hedges.

The migration of the Wnodcock is nocturnal ; in

the partial dmngm which they make in this country,
we know that this is the penod sclected, and their
arrival has been witnessed a2 e'xrly dawn on our
coasts.t The Woodeovk, ales, is one of the birds
_ which are occ'monully duken, after haviag dashed
themselves against «lighthouses, attracted by the
light ;"and instances have occurred, where the\ have
alighted on the decks of vessels in the channel.

Thé gecgraphical distribusion is extensive. De-
sides being pel,erally met with in Great Britain and
Ireland, wherever suitable localities oceur, it extends
occasionally to Omkney and Shetland, but, from the
wani of shelter there, it continues for no time ; and;
as we have seen with various "spcclcsawhich range
far to the north in the British Tslands still, abroad,

* * Dauiel. + See Yarrell
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-}the same degrees do not restrict «them; thus, we
\have the Woodeock extending even beyond the
Arctic Circle,” and breeding in Austri, Siberia, and
Silesia. * In an opposite direction, they reach the
Italian States, Sm¥ma,t and somie parts ofethe
African® coast. They are seci} at Madeira’;$ and
Mr. Yarrell states, that the Zoologieal Scciety
have received notices of our Woodcock having
been obtained at Cashmere ; and Dedah, near Cgsb-
mere,” is given by another a't,nfhority& We possess
specimens from India, which ye understood” came
from the alpine disfricts, the only variation being
“a greater preponderance of rufovs marking the plu-
mage. It is aleo found in Japan.| In the catalogue
of the Sumatran and Javanese spccimei;s, collected
by Sir Stamford Raffless it is stated, * There is a spe-
cimen in the Sumatran cabinet, nearly allied fo the
British Woadcoek, whicli remains to be examined.”
The Woodcock is ghe largest known species of
the genus, weighing from wine to eleven ounces,
The colours vary in intensity,in.différent birds, the
prevailing tint in some being of a yellawish-givy, m
others of o reddish almost sienna-brown. The fore-
head, until in a Tine with the eyes, is Vs and
immediately succeeding, across the crewn and nape,
there are four bands of rich blackish-brown, the
two first very marked and distinet,.and all separated
by a narrow bar of yellowish or reddish-white ;' from.

* Yarrell. + gu-ickhml. . 1 Helnekon,
§ G. T, Vigne, Esq., Anmals of Na*, Hist, viil. E‘ 225,
§ Temminok: £
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the corners of the eve to the rictus, there is a streak |
of the same rich brown colowr; below the aurcularsa
Jongitudinal pateh, and ok the fore part'of the neck,
two oval pntchvs, also brown, the latter formed by
the ‘hps and bar’s anthe feathpa bmu,; yery broad
and uniting, The Npper ‘plimage is & mizture of
chesdrnut-brown, pale ochraceous, and grey, inter-
spersed with' Dblack ands riel brown markings,
chagtely dispoted, the pale. colours being generally
snrrounded by a datle margin often shading into
them. " The rutnp and fhe tail-goyerts are chestnut-
brown, the latter concealmg the tail until within
three qn'ntm of »n mch from the tip. Wi ings(
blackish-brown, mtonoﬂy nppearmg pale sapio.
brown, the fénﬂm\ cut ipto on the edge of each
web with tnnngulnr mm‘lnn 1, On t‘m - outer of chest-
nut-hrown, on the inner o reddmf\ wood-brown ;
the outer'web of the fizst guill is gmernlly paler,
in some instances ycllomsh-v!hte, that colour pre-
dominuting, and the dark assuming the form of tri-
“angular spots upon jt. The tail, of twelye feathers,
15 bk, the. outer webs of the feathérs cut into
with chestnut-brown ; the tips \nbovogmy on the
under sxdcmppcmng pure }3h|tb, under parts yel-
lowish-white, of a redder tipge on the hreast, and
varying in spccimem to & more ochiréous and redder
tint; the whole is narrowly barred with blackish
or Lair-brown; under tail-covert ochreous, witiy:
black centres.  Lags, and’ Lase of the hill, pale
brownish-pink; the tint of the lattef increasing in
intensit 7 to the tip, where it becowes nearly black.

}
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ScoLorAX SANINIL—SARISES Bxige, Figors.—
We have introduced this Snipe after the woodeock,
in concequence of the intermediate forn and colour
it possesses betwat the trud woolleacks (Rugicola
of some authors) and the Saipe; The upper parts
are nearly of a dusky-brown, vaned by narrgi ands.
of paly yoﬂowinlx-ln@\'}'fu.‘ The gnﬁqt_.w ris are ;
rufony dunk’-bx‘m\"lf.jnllt'mﬁ]‘m . }‘»d wit]
yellow-brown. Ehe ta"til;"d}\ "higg.m‘,wn{e&m

has the basal Half Mack, the terniinal half chestnut-
brown, harred with blick or Mackish-brawn. Tibiz

plumed entirely to the kng@ « The entire le!?g(h;bf'
the Tird is from ten to twelve inclies, of which the
Bill will measues from two to fiee.

This i bisd wod deferilied by N. A.
Vigors, Faq., in the fourteentlh volume of the Lin-

e

ran Transactions, froft a specimen shot in Queen's
County, Irolund, omthe 920 of August 1822. A
vecond Irish specimen was aftervards procured and
exbibited to the Zoolngical Sogietys wy Mr. Thomp-
son; and three other specimens have sitt.e peeit
killed in England, the lnst near: Morpeth, in Nor-
thumberland, which s the niost portharf th.ge
aseertained for tho speciess We are not aware, with
certainty, of any extra Europoan locatity.
Of the hibits of the Sabine Syipe we know little.
That exhibited by Me: Thompson was not procured
until after e third shot, and showed no shyness or
timidity, alghting, after being fired uby without
* Linnwan Trans. vol. xiy, Tlust. of Ornithdpl. xxvil

R
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flying far. Thetery is deseribed as dl!luem from |
that of the Common Snipe. A

.
]

Trre GreAr S¥ire, "Seororaw’ st 4son.— Seolopue
major, Ginel.—Grandg on ;gaublc Becassine, "Temm;
— Gt Donhls ox. Solitary Suipe sf British authors.
—This species occurs, ns % stiaggling bird 6f pas-
sage, chiefly in the sopth of our islatd, where; in
S0me seasor, its occurrgnce is protly frequent ; bur,
s we reach the borders of Scotland, and proceed
northward and westward, or into Ireland, it becomes
more riwe in its appearance. Tn Continental Europs
it is also migratory ; appears to be most eommon
and to breed in Nofway and Sweden, occurring in”
Central Europe only at uncerfain periodd, but also
ineubating in scatterad localities in Holland.  Spe-
cimens were sent from Trefizand to the Zoologieal
Society, by Messrs. Dickson and Ross, but its extra
European range i8 not ascertained ; some of those
tareign specimidils, which were considered identical
(that'from America for instance), being found to be
d’lstmcl. .

It'%s Fnerkable, that in Byitain the specimens of
the Great Snips have heen almost all met with in
atdumn, comparatively few heing found in the sprmg,
or on their return northward,  When found, it is ge-
nerally tlone, or in pairs, which has gained for it the
1ppcllation of « Solitary Sni[xe,".md it js said to he
not shy in appronch oIt is at once dist¥nguished by
its heaviei flight; and by its out-spread tail.

o g f
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in comparison with the Commen Snipe, the bill
and legs are short; the tibim bare for enly a short
distance above the tarsal” joint. The upper parts
exhibit® the general distsbution of colonring and
marking scen in the Snipes, gl distinctions in
which, “between 5pccics: it is"almost impossible to
point out in words, but the unacr’purts, to the E.east,
are pade ochreous, brlow that nearly white in the
former, the latter baying the. feathers barred” Wit
black, the markings covcrigi the whole under sur-
face ; the wings are short and rounded in &l their
proportions; the edges of the inner webs vpry slightly
tinted with a pale rufous, ahd minutely and deli-
cately mottled with greyish-black (as in ZTyinga -
fescens), though not o gonspicuously ; the axillary
feathers with very broad and distinct black bars;
tail very much concealed by both upper and under
coverts ; the centre featiless black, with rich rufous-
orange tips, finished by a black and a white narrow
bar; the four exterior feathers, on each side, white
on the inner webs, more or less baged with blaca
on the onter, and those next the centre being unteu
with reddish-orange.

-~

Tae Cormaton Sx1pE, SCOLOPAX GALLINAGO, Linn,
—Sealopax gallinago, Linn.— Becasste ordingire,
Temminck, —Snipe, or Common Snips of Pritish
authors. — The Counmon Snipe i abundant over
the whole ¢f Great Britain and Ircland, and is
familiarly known to every sportsman. Ay hirds

»
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permanently remaing but in all distriels we believs
that a partial migration takes pluce, and we roceive
a lurge aceassioh of numbers about the period of the’
arrival of our earliest wuﬁer visiters, which ngmn,
in part at least; remove with ¢he coming spnn«

The genenl charaete] of the English counties is
rather unfavourable for this bird, but wherever these
aré suitable, it abounds. AN weproceed to thdnorth-
ward, the moistare gud moorlands increase, and
with them the Suipe, apd it reaches and increases
in numbers, even to the most distant of the Hebri-
des. In tle breeding geason, the relative frequency

of incubation 1s comﬁnnme with its numbers; and,
on reaching the Scottish border, it may be said to
breed every whege. " The localities preferred at this
time, are the cdges of marslfy grounds; or, where
these ave very exteasive, some dricr spot amidst
the lower moors, and the Borders of the northern
Iochs.  In the south, the marshes in the commons,
and the open marslly ~alleys in the traets called
foresh, are freqiiented by them. The nest is placed
on somd dry raised tuft or hillock, and it is a pressed
or scraped hollow, the little herbage that is present
bemg usédp rather than a mest formed of carried
materials,  Atghis season, or when the pairing has
commenced, the birds may be heard piping among
the herbage, or may be both seen and heard in the
air, performing their evolutions, and uttering the
loud drumming sound, which,”at ong time, gave
rise (0 50 mur.h disevssion in regard t& the manner
in which{it was performed. The sound is ngever

e - /
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“heard except in the downyward ﬂlrﬁnt., and when the
| \ﬂngs fare in mlud and quivering m(mon ; their re-
@uﬁhmm to the air, without doubt, causes the noise,
which forms one of those® agrecable variations in o
country walk, so ednesily \mtclmtf for by the prage-
tical omxthnlugm. ot
After incubation, the young may still be found
near tifeir breeding plucé®, and it is not untjl the
weather becomes variable, that they, according to
circumstances, begin: to shift their gibund. Weo
have often found them abungunt in the low and
sheltered marshes, and the du.v following sought the
same ground, scarcely meeting with a bird, The
same occurs on the upland wet pmwtuu,q, and they
come in and vemove wish the night, Frost lins n
similar effect on their' motions, but in very severe
weather, this drives them to be pretty stationary
until the next change,” They wre also sometires
found in grounds hxwmg a considernble growth of
scattered yrillow or alders where the woodeock would

rather have been looked for; ond, in a very severs,

winter, we have scen Snipes come ¢o the garden,
and perch on the cabbages and greens ; ‘\lon‘g yith
the waod-pigeon, appazently in searsh od any mois-
ture held between the, blades.

From the close resemblance and alliance of gome

apporently distinet species of Snipe to that of Bri-
tain, the exiet geographical vange has not "heen
ascertained ; by sonie it is mude to be extremély
wide, while by others, again, i%is almost rusmcted
to Europe. Both are probably wrong, andmuch of
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our authority rests on the evidence of sparlxmon.}
Lloyd, in his Northern Fjeld Sports, finds it abun-
dant in the north of Europe. Mr. Yarrell, on the
anthority of Mr, Danp, gtates., that it * breeds in
extefisive morasses dnd swagnps,”in the mountainous
districts of Norway wd Sweden, From Scona to
Lapland it is widely distributed. Russia and Siberia
are given to it by Pennant'; the vicinity of Smyrna
Ly Mr. Strickland, 14 i5 enumerated in the Suma-
tran Ctalogrue of Sir Stamford Rafile’s collection.
The birds of Americo are distingt.

The markings of the plamage of many of the
Snipes is so similar, tha there is great difficulty in "
describing them so 45 to show specific distinctions.
The general npper ground colour of the Common
British Snipe is deep brownish-black, and this is
varied' by the Tight"wood-Jrown edges of the fea-
thers, which are so distributed in many parts as to
run in lines, The colour of the crown is divided by
o central palé line producell in this manner; from
the. nogtrils, over dach cye, another broad line
stretches, and'from the gape to the eye there isa
blackish-brown streak of uninterrupted colour; on
the back of tho neck, from Yhe centres of the fea-
thers anly being dark, an ivregularly vavied mixture
is produced ; but upoen the back scapulars and long
tertials, the feathdrs are edged with a broad margin
of cléar wood-brown, which rups in lines along the
back ; the lower patt of the back, when the long
tortials are laid asid?, is nearly black, each feather
tipped whth white, producing altogether a distinctly

. \J
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and beautifully varied appearanée. IBeneath, the
chin is white or yellowish-white; the throat and
breast dark wood-brown, the feathers of a deeper tint
in the centre, the colows? shading into pure white
on the lower parts of the bremst, belly, andevent.
The tail contains fourteen fgathers, the two j;l the
centre black, tipped with reddish-orange for the
lengt of half an irfch ;7 this pale tint is sometimes
mottled with black, and is cgossed near the tip with
a narrow darke bar; the qther feathers to the ex-
terior, are groyish-plack, the yeddish-orange’extend-
ing further down, varied and clouded with the dark
ground eolour of the feagherd; the outer feather is
white at the tip, and on the outer,web, When
runming, the Snipe jerks with jts tail, spreading
and expanding it 1ik® a fan, and often placing it in
a lateral position ; the shafts.of the feathers bend

inwards, that of thé ontér haying a distinet angular
curve, -



p THE JACK SNIPE.

A T8
Seolopar gallinula, LaNNgua.
-

PLATI XII.

-
B
Seolopax galliaala, Lisn. — Becassine sourde, Zwanm. — The
= Jack Snipe or Judcock of British authors,
.

L
Tuis beautiful little Suipe i3 genecrally dispersed
aver the Dritish Islans, tpon the whole less nume-
rously than the common species, at the same time
ulways to be met.awith durifg winter, and at times
in considernble numbers. It is a winter visitant,
arriving among the most eagy, and returning, as it
were, year after year, to its favoitrite and acenstomed
haunts. It is also one of (Re last to leave us,
always remaining until the nfonth of March, and, at
+ this period, when thenaptial dress has commenced
to be put on, Wind has reached a1 certain degree of
matuyity, the glossy green and “purple of the dark
parts of the*back, contrastin® with cleat ochreous-
- yellow, exceedsain beauty the plumage of any of
-our Snipes, or, indeed, of any foreign species we
are acquainted ywith.

‘The Jack Snipe is a solitary, species ‘during its
stay with us, being mét with singly, or yith a single
companion ; at the sane time, in somo sheltered or
favourite tocality, five or six may frequentlys be

- . 3 1)
J
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found within a limited space. .We have never,
however, known them congregate @ small parties,
as the eommon Snipe doeg, or rise in more than a
single bird at o tmy. It maywbe interesting to know
how the migration is performed. They aresfr from
being shy, though at times Wi Bave seen therwrise
*wild;" but, in gengral, they will allow the sports-
man bo approach very near, sometimes within =
fcw feet, and lie squatted o® the ground with the

wad and bill stretched ofit before, unmiwlful of
cover, but selectingsany ineqi2ality, hollow, or foot-
step; to sereen themselves, o

In regard to the inculsition of the Jack Snipe,
we may say, that attempts to,discoved its nest in
this country have lm}u‘?ﬁo been anavailing. Mr:
Yarrell lins been at pains to collect all the uxform'l-
tion and evidence on the subject, but, among the
few. uotices of the occurrence of the egys, we camnot
trace xmthenhcltv while' the straggling instances
which have oceurred, of thit bird Leing sometimes
shot during summer, must'L@ nttnbutcd to othes
circumnstances than the oceasional remaining of some
pairs for the purpose of breeding. ny *

lhey are; lowever, a3 lmforc stafud, a very lute
bird in leaving us, ufid are regulariy seen with the
London poulterers in the first week of April.® In "~
ay excursion to Suiherlandshire,” some years inoe,
we thought we had found a breeding station for this
bird near Tovgue. The gamekeeper there, an intel-
ligent man, said, that he frequently met Yith them

* Yarrell
. J ; 3
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and their young in August, Wwhile shooting; and
every cross-questioning that could be put, would
allow him to think that he was mistaken.by the
young of the common Snipe. He mentioned the
pecuriar breeding-places frequented by thep, and
which, when visited, were exactly the spots we
should have expected, or looked fér a “Jack.” Our
search, however, was fruitless, and, so far as this
point is"concerned, we have been unable to fill it up
in Scotland. So far as we know any thing of its
European range, it is-a northerr. species during the
time of incubation, baing a winter visitant only in
France and most parts of central Europe ; by Tem-
minek, it is taid to breed in the vicinity of Peters-;
burgh.* Out of Europe, Colonel Sykes considers
the species of the Dukhun to be identical. We have
never, however, seén it, or received it with any
collection from India.

From the bill, over each eye, to the back of the
head, there is a broad streak of pale ochreous-
yellow, divided imndddistely above the eye by a line
of rich b!ackish-brown along the crown of the head ;
aris'ng. narrowly from the bill is a broad streak
of the same colour, running backwards the same
length with the pale markif)s; between the bill
and the eye a streak of umber-brown ; cheeks, sic}es
of the neck and breast, greyish-white, tinged witl
ochréous, and spotted with black by markings in
the centre of each feather: back black, with green
and purpe reflections, the feathers narrowly tipped

& * Munuel, Sapplament, ’
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with white, broadly margined with pale ochreons-
yellow, and undulated on their migdle surface with
lines of chestuut-red, the pale edges forming four
lines along the bgck the wings.are greyish-black ;
secondaries tipped with whife,” the coverts Broadly
tipped with white and tintedl awith ochreous; the
long tertials are ulged with pale greyish-white, and
undulated on thei ir outer webs with pale chastnut-
brown ; the tail consists of twelve lanceolate fea-
thers, and exhibits a forme more wodge'«shnpcd than
most of the othems, the colour is blackish-brown,
edged with pale chestoutybrown ; the belly and
under parts pure white, son {he flanks dashed with.
greyish-black, and tinted with browns; the axillary
feathers white, cloudel |rrcﬂu|fwl) with blackish-
grey; fect and legs grccmsh-gre)
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StACRORIIAMPHUS,

Next to the Snipes, 'and'by S0Tge Persons among
them, hias been placed a rare British bird, , form-
ing the genus Macrvhamphus of Leach. Tt is, in
reality, o marine Snipe, with the plumnage ang seu-
sonul changes of t}m tringze.

~ L

Grnys Macroritaxenvy, Leack. — Genaric' cha-
racters —Bill long, slightly dilated at the tip,
andl there incurved and rugose above and
below ; mandible anl maxilla furrowed until
near the tip; nostrils basal, pervious; wings
long, first and second (4ills longest, and nearly
equal ; small bastard quill narrow and rigid ;
lege, with the tibim, naked for half the length ;
outer toes connected by a web to the first joint,
hinder toe resting on its tip only.

Type, M. grisgue. =

« Note.—Frequents the sea consts, and.is seldom
seen inland ; breeding and winter plymage
dissimilar. Distribution, Eumpc, America.

A g

Tae BrowN Loxauesx, Macrormasents Gui-

SRS, I.mcL—-Mncrorﬁampkm ariveus, Ledck, Sels

by.—Scolopaz grisea, Penn., Mont., Jenyne, Temm.,
— Brown Snipe, Broion Longbeak, Red-breastsd

Swipe, Grey Snipe of British authsys, — This bird

is properly a native of North America, and reaches



|

BROWN LONGHUEAN. 189

as far north as the fur countries, even to the Arctic
Sca,® during the season, of incubation; has been
killed six or seven times in this country, and was
first noticed, as a distinct specieg, by the indefati-
gable Montague, “"Thase haye”occurred chiefly in
the south, and no instancesshave been noticed of
its being met with either in Scotland or Ireland,
the most northern range recorded, being that of a

.specimen killed near Carlisle, in the possession of

Mr. Heysham.t In Northern Europef it seems to Le
likewise uncommog, cccurring only as a straggler.
The entire length of the bird will be about ten
or ten and a-half inches, of which the bill measures
from two and a-quarter to two and, three-cights,
and in the whole forne and :.lppcar:mcc, it is not
unlike the Knot ('I'r'iya canutus), to be afterwards
deseribed.  The plumage alse has a good deal of
the charneter of thaf bird, in the summer state being
above broadly markad with black, cat into by nur-
row waves of brownishyeliow ; the rump and tail-
coverts are white, the tipofteach feather marked:
with a crescent-formed spot of blackon the tip, and
barred diagonally with the same colour; the tail is
also white, slightly tiffted with rufeas, ind with all
the feathers barred with black ; beaeath, the throat,
neek, breast, and flanks, are orange-brown, cach «
feather tipped and barred with black, these_colours
gradually disappear downwards, and the ceiitre bf
the belly, with the vent, are”pure white. In the
winter, the plumage is of a preyish-broyn on the
* Mr. Richardson, 4 Yarrell + Nilson,

» .
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head and neck, desper on the back and wings, and
these, in some states, having the feathers edged with
paler margins: There is a tinge of rufous on the”
breast, but the loyer part“and the belly, with the
chiin, ure,white ; the tail and its Coverts are similar
in all,states, a slightly.deeper rufous tinge on the
former during summer; the axillury feathers are
white,, barred with black ;' quills are deep® hair-
brown, shafts of the firet broad and white. It may
be observed, that, from the month of April until
winter, varions intermgdiate statps of plumage are
passed through, often yery beautiful ; the young
exhibit a good deal of ryfous on the under parts,
when in their first feathers,

L L
-
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Wirn the last we enterfd jnto a race of birds,
remarkable in the changpes mctdent to the uluunge
between the brecding seasongand winter. In the
genern which are now to follow, it is very dissimi~
lar, asiming in some, dolonrs of bright chestnut:
red, mingled with deep black, jn othiers of gre;, also
decidedly marked with black and white.  This dif-
ference in appearange has giecn rise to u varied
_synonimy, and often to one species being described
“ns several distinct birds, , Theé Godwits, Limosa,
frequent the open coasts durmg winter,, and breed
in inland marshes, differing from the true snipes in
the habit of never frefuenting or skulking among
cover of any kind, and of belng extremely noisy
and vociferous \vhm’ their nest or young is ap-
proached—the changmand colours of their plumage,
and their *whole structure, adapted_for an open,
partly maritime life, not for seeking their chief sus-,
tenance by boring into soft marshes; and Seizing
their slender and mintite prey by the sense of toych
rather than that of sighe. n
L] .

Lixosa, Brisson,— Generic characters—Bill very
long, strong at the base, compressed, bending
up“nrde, mnmhhle smooth,. rounded, shghtl]
dilated at the np, projectints beyond the max-
illa; wings long, quills With the shafts very
strong, flattened, first longest ; legs lorf ; tibiw

\
' g 1% '
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naked for the greater part of theirlength ; oute
toes connected by a membrane more than half
{he lengtn of the basal joint; hind-toe articn~
lated on the tarsus.e »

Tapes, L. méanuia, vufa, K.
Note, — Habits, yiuritime, gregarious ine winter,
“* Glumorous in breeding seasop.  Europe, Asia,
America. o - -

Woe e

BLACK-TAILED GODWIT.
s p

* Limos n‘ufguuru.
PLATE, X1IL
’ L

Scolopax Funoen, Liss. (widtde plumage)— L, wgoce-
plinks, Liw, (summer plafhage.) — Barge & queae nolr,
Teram, — Litugs gnelnura, Leidler, Sclbg, §o, — Black-
th¥ed Godwit, Jnilecks Solps of British asthors.

Trits Giindsome species breegls annually in the fenny
districts of England, and, dujing winter, is partinlly
distributed slong the oozy shores of the English
const, and thosg of the south of Scotland ; but,
although a frequent, it is by no means an abundime,
gpecies, and, in Treland, it is “¢ of occasional oceur.
rence during the aytumnal months”*  Out of Bri-
{ * Thuwpson,

-
-
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tain, it ranges, in summcr, so far"norlh as Lapland
and Gireenland, and specimens havg been received,
in the avinter dress, from the vicinity of Tangiers,
and parts of Northern Africa.* Japan, and the isles
of Sungda nre also giverrto it " OFf old, the Black-
tailed Godwit was consideréil ‘a delicacy for.the
table, and at present they ave occastonally taken,
during or previous to the breeding geason, anddfatted
by the fon men for the London markets; Bt Mr.
Yarrell does not considersthem to be Leld,in such
high estimation for the tuble asthe ruff, when treated
in the same manner. The Icry; legs, neck, and bill
of this bird, with the grest naked space above the
tarsal joint, give somewhat of a heroa appearance
to ity and remove it frém the mere squat or lowly
figure of the plovers and frye tringee. The Godwits
assume red in different ghades as their breeding plu-
mage, and, at this x;enson, the hend, neck, brenst,
and flanks of this Gdflwit are pale brownish-orange,
very pale’around the eves dnd on fhe throat, upon
the crown haying the centrd of*each feather marked
longitudinally with brownish-black, and having the
breast and flanks barred irregularly with ghe same
colour, the marks on the flanks becoming very Lroad
and distinct. The belly, neck, and uader tuil-coverts,
nearly white, also barred broadly with blackish-
brown. The ground colour of the back is a rich
Wackish-hrown, tinted with purple, broadly barred,
and cut into with pale orange-coloured brown ; the
rump and tail-coverts, and base of the tni*_ are pure
* Yacrell, + Temminok.
. N
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white, and contrast with the deep black of the ex-
tremity, from which the common English name lias,
been given to it. The form of the tail, when_closed;
appears very slightly forked, or diyerging on the out-
sidesy and the bladk whichs alnfost reaches to the
basg. on the centresfesthers, is gradually narrowed
in extent to the outside, and, on the exterior feather,
searcely occupies more than half an inch, of the
end. “The long “tertisls are clear brown, darker
along the contres, and semetimes more or less varie-
gated with orange-red. The greater coverts show
& white (ip, which forms a bar crossing the wing.
The quills are blacKich-brown on the outer webs
and tips, sheding to nearly white on the inner; the
shafts of all strong. broad, and yellowish-white.
The bill is deep blackich-brown at the tip, shading
to * fine orange colour at the base;"* the feet and
legs are Blackish-grey. Tn the winter state, the
plumage above is pale clovesbrown, darker along
the contres ; and the rufous'parts of the head, neck,
and hreast, are of s paler tint of the same colour
approacking mire to white in'the centre or fore part
of the body, ‘and shading into white on tho belly,
vent, and dhder tail-coverts ; “the other parts nearly
resemble what we have stated as being the summer
«dress. The broods, which assemble in the autumn,
present birds of va.ious markings, aceording to cir-
cumsthinees of age or of casly incubation ; but nearly
all assume the complate winter dress in a few weeka
afterwards. &
* Selbw, fi. p. 99
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-

True Conyox or Ren Gonwir. — Limosa rufis,
Brise— Red-breasted Sn';'pc. Mont:, (swmmer plu-
mage.) — Scolopaz leuciphea, Lath. — Grey God-
wit, Linn., (rointer plumage. j— Common or Red
Godmit of British authors.—=This species, though
more abundant and more generally distributed than
the Lat, is by no m#ans“common, and their gemeral
time of appearance is in aytuma, remainisg with
us during the winter, on_ the low lying shores of
our islands, where the heach is soft. and there are
rivers, or emall streams from springs, They appear
at that season in small parfies, which have left
the district where incubation had beep carried on,
and now mingle with other ‘llied birds, but are
easily known at a distance by their more compact
form, and by the length of their bill, which is seen
boring into the soft eand vr mire. On taking wing,
their shrill cry, or “Whelp,” at once betrays them.
We have. shot many specimens, on the low shores
between Holy Tsland and the Norfnumbrian coast.
The Merse, at Skinburness, and banks of the Wam-
poole on the Solway, are localities where we have
never missed parties of them in thg el of August
and in September, mingling with several others
of the Totani and T'ringw, which are considered of «
Jess common occurrence on the border. In Ire-
land, they are “a regular autumnal visitant”.” From
all the information e possess and can procure, the
range of this bird is much more limited than that of
the last, does not appear to reach so far nirth, and,
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out of Europe, parts of Continental India and the
East India Islands, are ity best authenticated lo-
enlities.  These are given on the authority of Tem-
minck. A Parste
This bird, with tHe excepsion 6f the longer legs
and yariegated tail, much resembles the last. I sum-
mer, the whole head and neck, breast, and all the
lower parts, are of a subdued orange-red of urfiform
tint. ‘wcue centre of the feathers on the crown, lower
parts of the Back of the neck, being broadly marked
along the centres with blackishsbrown, which ex-
tends upon the sides of the brepst in narrow streaks.
The lower eyelid is“white, Above, the ground
colour is rich.purplish blackish-brown, the feathers
deeply cut into with ochraceous and pale reddish-
orange; on the shoulders and ‘wing-coverts the tint
approaches more to clove-brown, each feather edged
with white, and these are genertlly intermixed with
feathers of n darker colour, cub into with red; but
we do not find in tha part that the whole plu-
- mage assumes the suremer tints. The rump and tail-
coverts i this state are white, tinted with rufous, and
. have the centre of the feathers dark, the tail-coverts
often becom® entirely rufous, +barred with blackish-
brown ;. the quills are deep blackish-brown at the
- tips and along the outer webs, shading into white
on the edge of theanner, and becoming there mot-
tled with hair-brown. The tail is greyish-white,
tinted with rufous, the tip of each feather white,
the shafts of very decp clove brown, with irregular
but decideéd bars crossing ‘each feather of the same
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colour, The axillary feathers are white, crossed
diagonally with clove-brown, set in distinet bars,
and in this is easily distinguised frem the Jast, where
they ure pure white. In the winter state, the head
in all its parts 4s groyish-white, broadly marked
along the centre of the feathers with cluve-brown.
The neck and breast are wood-brown, the centre of
each feather darker, and this shades into a very pale
tint, appronching almost to pure white on tie yvent
and lower tail-coverts, havihg the shafis of the fea-
thers on the flanks, only relieving it by a dark {hread-
like streak, In specimens if this state, the axillary
feathers show little of the @hgular barring, but have
only an interrupted patch on the webs. On the
upper parts, the ground colovr is very' rich purplish
clove-brown, cut in‘o with yellotvish-white or pale
wood-brown, in the centre of the back having the
markings running ,in /nes, and on the ehoulders
and coverts, having, the edgings so broad, as almo?t
to give the pale tint tp those places. The rump is
pure white, very conspicuous dering flight ; the
upper tail-coverts and tail similar, now ws.lhout any
rufous tint, and are very distinetly barred with deep
clove-brown.  The bill, in both states, izeblackish-
brown for more than half its lengtii, bcooming'Pn](*l’
towards the base, and there tintea with pink, Feet
and legs dark greyish-green.
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TOTANUS,
IN the noxt genas, some of the species are of com- -~
parativel) small size, and vesemble the true sand-
pipers or tringm ; $he L)plcu] bigds, however, are
equal in “size to the smpus, and stand kigher
upon ‘their legs, have the bill hard at the tip, and
seek their food without bosings for it among the
soft mud or sand,; they are more fluviatile or
lacustrine in.their hablts, most of them frequent-
ing the sen cousts less frequently ; the seasonal
changes of plumage arl less marked in many than
in Limosa, but in sgi%¢ it is as complete, the
colour in summer being Black or very doup grey,
instead of red and choﬁtuut changing in winter
to pale clear shadés of gre). »

ToraNus, Bechstoin.— Geperig characters—Bill
of mean lengih, sometimes slightly bending
upwards, rather slendey, rounded, tho tip of
the mandibla bending over that of the max-
illa, hard and slmrp pointed ; legs long, slon-
der, naked ubme the tarsal joint; the toes, in
froe*, egunected witha slight basal membrane;
wings rathér long ; scapulars elongated,

Types, 1, fuscus, glattis, laypalaucu:, macularius,
&e. o

Note,- ~Cosmopolite (N, H. excepted ?) Breed
in marshes, habits more lecustrine than muo-
ritime, plumage in some undergoing a sea-
sonal ~hange.
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THEWDWUSKY TOTANUS. ¢

4
Totamus fuscur,
° . “

PLATE XIV.. , g 5
»

el

Soolopax fuseus, Linn—Totalins fuscus, Leisder and moders
British awhors.—Chevalier seloquin, Zemm, — Dusky
Sandpiper, Spotted Snipe, Spotted Red-Shank, and Cam-
bridge Godwit (birds lu the differont states of plumage),
of todern British awtiors,

"
*

IN this species we see the seasonal changoe of
plumage marked by very degp blackish-groy on
sume parts, inelining®™to black, instead of the
chestnut-red scen in the godwits and some of
the true tringme. Tt is assumed at similar periods,
and prevails on similar pargs of thie plumage. We
have not a specimen iu this statecheside us, but
our figure will in part illustrate it, and we give
the description of MraYarrell, Botl ilfustiate the
dark change of plumage, s our Jast plate and de-
seription did that of the red. © The adult bird, in ,
summer, has the beak nearly black, but the base
of the lower mandible is dark red ; the irides-dnrl-
brown ; over the eyéithe eyelid is white ; the whole
of the head and the neck alt round, sooty-black ;
back, scapulars, all the wing-coverts, sefondaries,

»
. -
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and tertials, sooty-black, with well defined trinn-j
gular spots of pure white along the margin of the
wob of cach Teather, which is also tipped  with
white; the primaries bleck, with white shitfts, but
no white spots 5 Teest and batly black; & few of
the feathers with wiiite tips; under wingtcoverts
white, with dusky-grey spots; axillary plumes
pura white; under tail-coverts barred black and
whith: Tegs nnd4oes dark red; elaws blnek.™®  In
the plumage of the winter, the upper parts are
ashi-griy, beneath pure white. In a bird before
us, the eye-brows, or l'rom the base of the mandible
nbove the eyes, are 'mrc white; the head, back of
the neck, buck, and lcmnln, are ash-groy, tinted
with brown ; on the wings, the ground colour of”
the feathers is bluckish ashegroy, tipped and cut
into on the edges with dull white, and the greator
nnd lesser coverts are batred with that colour;
lower part of the back and gump are pure white,
the upper tail-coverts distinctly barred with black,
like the axillary feaghers of the snipe; the tail ash-
irey, barred swith A darker shude, and having the
edges puler; the under parts are entirely pure
white, dnehed with ash-grey on the checks, neck
und sides of tht1 breast, on thy lntter, assuming the
form of undecided trinngular bars,

This Totanus is a rare bird in Britain ; Mr, Yar-
roll raconds, in all, only seventeen instances of its |
peeurrence, one of which, on the authority of My,
Thampson, was sho' in Belfust Bay, The most

v * Yareel), if, p. 523,
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northern English loonlities, are specimens taken in
Cumberlund, and recorded by Mr. Heysham. . In
Scotland we have not lu.toh seon “specimens, but
sovern] years since wo saw two, in a fresh state,
immedintely after being shof omtlie Frith of Eorth,
above Queensferry.  Ouat of Europe it is'found in
Bengal ® and Mr. Yarrel] states Asia, on the au-
thority of Mr. Goukl. *We possess a single spe-
cimen, in winter plumage, from eontinental Tndin.

-

2 -

Rensaxk, Toraxus CAIJ.DHIS.—SODIOPGJ cali-
drig, Linn—Totanus calidriz, Beckstein.—Chevalier
gambette, Temm.— Redehank or Pool Snipe, Red-
legged Sandpiper or Horseman, Gambet of modern
British authors.—This species is one of the most
common of the larger British Totani, and althongh
breeding in marshes, ‘is® perhaps more decidedly
n maritime speeics,than the others. It is also
h in(u*esting as showingsan intermediate colouring,
in the bredding season, between rett and dark groy.
In u few loealities, on the Scottish eoasts, itissta- .
tionary during the svhole year; these are, where
some suitable marsh s near for a readinf place;
in this the nest i fopmed on, or sheltered by some
tuft or bush of rank aquatic herbage; and the .
birds, on the approach of nny stmoger, are very
chrmorous, flying about with a slow quivering
flight, uttering thée shrill whistle, to which is
now imparted an additionak degree of wildness,

* Temminek. %
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and having theirbright orange logs stretehed out,
and sometimes dangling behind them. We have j
seversl times procured them in the breeding seas
son, and with Lhc young, in a marsh such as we
haves noticed, on »the bapks of the Solway at
Souzhcruess, whege .z fe\\ pairs annually breed.
It has also been found breeding in stations in
Sutherlandshire, near Ludrg,*and at the head of
Lockaaver.  Several, broods afterwurds join on
the uhorc, and continug together in parties, con-
sisting of from a dgzen to fifty. They are very
wary, and, when talung‘ wing, “almost alwnys utter
their alarm note; 9Hut, xf cOme UPOn UNaWwares,
from behind some rock or other cover, this note or
seream is extremely loud gud wild, and is alwayes
taken us a signul by the other birds feeding
around. They feed on the sand banks and shell
scalps, and rest at the fifll*tides, assembling on the
tops of the first appearing ;ocks as the wators
recedo ; frequenting the same places, and follow-
ing the same flights; day nfter diy, so that persons
muy, by little obgervation, casily conceal them-
selves in a situntion which they are certain at a
particular ¥img either to pass or alight near,  Dur-
ing winter their hubits are nearly similar, and
they are almost always to be met with on our
consts; but we have never seen them even as strag-
glers upon our lochs and rivers, as the Greenshanj
and some other maritime Totdng frequently are.
The Bulshnllk izalso generally distributed over
the grearer part of Europe,  Out of Europe, Japan:
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'ls given to it.* The Northern /oology states,
that a wpecimen from © Hudson's Bay exists in
the British Musaum ;" but it is not” sdmitted by
the Printe of Canino, to kis lnst comparative list,
as an Ameriean bird, We possess several birds
from continental Indin, in thelr winter and young
dress, which we refer to the Redshank; they are
slightlysdarger, but preséht no other mntenal dif-
ference, v im

In the dress of the sum:qo.r, the Redashank hos
the prevailing colour, of the upper parts (wifh the
exception of the rump) hnir-bromx. with an olive

JBloss or reflection, such us is'sten in the plumnge
. Of T, hypoleucus, each feather being durker along
the centre, and many of them being barred with
brownish-black and dali rufous; the bird we dé-
seribe from was killed from the nest, and is there-
fore in the complete biedding plumage. Some
specimens are more oz less intensely marked with
the durk aud rufous coleurs, but we believe that
they never completel\ and regularly cover the upper |
plumage as in some of the tringae ; dowerpart of
the back and rump, pare white. Underneath, the
ground colour is whitesthe centre of] eath fonther
on the throat, neek, gnd breast, broadly marked

with blackish-brown, and tinted with rufous; on -

the belly, flanks, and under tail-coverts, the rpark—
ings are equal in intensity, but ran more in"the
t form of bars; quills &re brownish-black, the shaft
of the first white, and the tips of the fouror five last

¥ Temxnlmxk



204 .  REDSHANE,

pure white, the pale spuce longer in extent towar
the lust quill, and hcru harred and freekled thl
gre}uh-browﬁ' m-mm!ar) quills pure white, with
distant indistinet burs of white towards the ends ;
the.markings tdwards thy bast darker, irregular,
and more crowded 7, the upper tail-coverfs white,
barred with Dlack ; the tail white, approaching to
grey or hair-brown at tifo tip, barred with black,
and Yinted witle rafous.  Before appenring in the
livery of winter, the flocks present muny modifi-
catiors of plumaze. Out of a large flock, on the
Solway Frith, in the end of Aum\«at We WETe 0nes
so fortunate as tu'prcx;um thirteen specimens ag |
one shot; among thess, the upper part had, in the
greater part, asswhed the uniform hair-brown off
winter, but many of the darkly marked and barred
feathers were still interspersed ; on the lower parts
the white was more pure bt there still more or
less dotted and barred with blackish-brown: on
both, however, and indeed on the whole, all tinge
of rufous had®dissppeared. In the perfect win-
ter dress, tha upper purts are of uniform greyish
hair-brown; the lower parts pure white, dashed
with Harrow Jongitudinalsstreaks of grey on the
thront, nock; and sides of the breast; on the
flanks; the markings assume the form of irregular
bars; and the centre of the breast and belly, with
the vent, are unspotted ; in both these states the\
buse of the bill is sich tile-rdd; the legs and fey
bright orange. Ir. the young birds thes uppoy
purts @-e wood-brown, each funther edged on
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the margins with yellowish-white, on the wings
vand long tertinls these markings become more
decided, and are often surrounded by a darker
shade; the grey marking# on the lower parts are
broader and more chowded, snd on the breust form
nlmost the prevailing colour; the colour of the
buse of the bill nud the legs is loss vivid, It may
be rematked, that seviral of the specimens reccived
from India are in this young state of plumu:-r

[
-

GREENSHANE, Toraxvs ruyrﬂs — Scolopar glot-
tie,. Linn.—Le Chevalier qaoy&r, Temm.—Groen-
shank, Green-legged Horseman of modern British
anthors.—In Scotland, whethdr ip summer or in
winter, the Greenshank is only a straggling visitor,
in sunmer being confined to the extreme north,
where it breeds sparmgly,’and in autumn or win-
ter being met with simgly, ns young birds, on their
migmtion “from the bresding phces, or in pairs,
In the southern parts of our island it seems equally
straggling, its nidification there bemng nv‘mown,
consequently, the autumn or winter are the only
times when it is seen. A fow years sined, anthentic
necounts of its nidifieation in Britain were want-
ing; when, in the summer of 1834, several prirs
were met with broeding by myself and Mr. Selby,
and some others, during an cxeursion to Suthers
landshire; the seasbl, however, being advanced,
the yoing only were procured, which did not differ
from similar states of the sandpipers, eopt in

!
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the down being of a grey or hair-brown mlﬂm‘,’

instend of the more ynber nnd ochreous t
which characterise the same state in the Red-
shank.. The nest was®not seen, but the placcs
selested, and where we faand the young, were in
low llltll'sh)‘ hO“QV\%, in one instance surnounded
with brushwood. The parents were extremely ela-
morous, flying around, sometfmes with rapfd evolu-
tion;eat others, ‘withthe legs stretehed out behind,
and with the slow begt of the wing, peculiar to
this and allied fumilies during this season. They
approached very near, and, at intervals would
alight on n large qﬁme,.or upon the highest twigs
of the brushwood,* uttering at the same time théir
wild and plaimivé note.. The young, in theie
first plumage, we have often met with, by the
sides of the Highland lochs, whieh had evidently
been bred in this countfy, In the south of Scot-
Inud (in our own \icinit)) they are frequently, in
autumu, observed in the evening, flying’or pussing
_aver at a considesablo elevation, as if on some
passage-or wigration, and are betrayed by their
noisy notes.  During winter one or two individuals
are sten, ind. ()Pcnmonﬂllv‘])rucumd by the river
side, or nenr some wide dite¥es; and we havealso
frequently scen them, and have shot the young
birds, on the bauks of the Twaped, between Kelsn
and “Coldstrenm. According to Mr. Yarrell, its!
oecurrence in the 3outh is, o similar mnnner,

* In Norway, Mr Mewitson observed the Pretmlunk
porched & the top of a tall tree.
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ouly at times; and he states, that they are most
frequently found in the London markets in April
sud May, when beginning to assume the dark
iarkings of their summet plamage, and, we have
no donbit, they are®ht that time on their passage
northward. In Ireland, nccerding to Mr. Thomp-
sont, it is oceasiondlly met with, but has not been
known‘to breed there, P
I the evidence of other observbrs is gobtd) the
Greenshank has a most axtensive Ei'lropcg}n. as
well as extm Eurapean range, being met with
nearly over all the Contingnt of Europe ; near
‘Smyrna; in winter,* Trebisond!t India and China,§
Bongal, islands of Sunda, theMoluceas, fandJava§
The North American bird mentioned by ‘\'ﬂfimls
authors, has been placid by the Prince of Canino
as 1. Floridanus, und we know that n nearly allied
specics has often bedn confounded with the truo
European bird. N
The chimge exhibitéd by this species is not
nearly so marked as in the dast, at the same.
time, it presents many differences.  “In ths breed-
ing state of birds shot in Sutherlandshirg from
the nests, and with %the young accompanying
themy, the crown andeback of the neck appeared
greyish-black, having the eolour broken by narrow
edgings of white on cach feather ; on the centre
of the back the colour was nearly black, the edges
of the feathers slighfly eut info with white, and
* Strickinnd, + Keith Ablot, - l’mm§::
I Temminek, § De. Horsfeld,
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having the plumage intermixed with a hair-brown
tint, giving these parts a patched or irregularl
marked sppearance, in which the masses of bliek:
were conspicuous; the Tng tertial feathers were
hairtbrown, paler and with a grey tint on the
edges, having the shafts, and a series of diagonal
bars, which lose themselves before reaching the
centre, dark elove-brown ; the shoulders and quills
are “wroyish-bladk, the inner webs of the latter
shading to’a paler tint, and the shaft of the first
only being white; the centre of the back, the
rump, and upper tail-coverts, pure white; tail of
the same colour, exéept the contre feathe, which
are tinted ~ith a brownisl-grey ; the whole irres
gularly, and in & brokea manner, burred with
clove-brown ; 21l the under parts are pure white ;
the sides of the neck streaked along the centre of
ench fenther with greyish-bfack; the feathers on
the middle of the neck, and'on the breast, being
marked with an oval spot of the swhe colour,
which marking exténds irregularly downwards on
the side andflanks, taking on the latter the form
of bars, and leaving the certre of the belly and
vent very purc; the axillar{ feathers are nurrowly
waved neross with hair-brown, In a specimen
shot upon the Annan, in winter, there is a much
greater misture of white on the erown and back
of tho neck, and the dark markings are not s,
deop, the whole appesraned being of n greyish
tint; on the back, fertials, and wings, the colour
is & groyish hair-brown, cach feather edged with
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1+ &' much palér shade, succeeded by*ns narrosy line of
v elove-brown, which often runs into the Inst bur-
rings, seen in the summer state, particularly on
the long tertinle.  In nll:the feathers the shaft is
dark, nnd meets this dock line with o dilated cnd :
the tail is similar, except iy baving fower dark
birs, the inner webs of the outer feathers, being
unmarked ;- the cenfre Teathers are of a deeper
grey, and have indications of tha dark lins wpon
the edges; the under parts are pure white, the
shnfts only on the sides of the neek and breast
heing dark, and on the latter having the colours
dilated at the tips. In a youhg specimen, appa-
rently in the plumageof the first yogr, all the
{pper parts are clove-brown, Having the feathers
cut into with wood-brown, particularly ‘on the
long tertials and coverts, where they take the
form of regular trinmyuiay’ markings ; the sides of
the breast are erossesd with irregular clove-brown
hars, reaching, without+being interrupted, to the
flanks; the tail is as in the adult, but withbut
the contre groyish fenthers, and his the white
varts tinted with rufsus wood-brown,
7 iy b
Tue Greex Toranvs, ToTANUS OCHROPUS,
Lemm.—Tringa ochropus, Linn.—Totanus ockro-
s, Temm,, ete.— Cheealier cul Ulane, Temm.—
The Green Sandpiply of Brivish anthors.— The
birds belonging to the genns Totanus which we
have described, were of considerable size, and at-
0 :
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tained proportions adittle different fram the other‘
British specics, and some 6thiers of a like form
They also showed a more distinct variation of
plumage dunng the seauon of inenbation, in one
of them (that ruprescnbed. Plate X1V), as decided
and ‘marked as in, um of the allied forms, or of
the Charadriada or Tringe. In the three or four

beautiful birds which we lave now to duscribe,

the i’)hmnge is much more unbroken in its colours,
and is confined to a dgrk shade above, and com-
monly pure white beneath, sgmetimes marked on
the throat and breast with grey, or greenish-grey,
distributed in streaks or, -spots. The Green Totanus ;
is one of the most dlst.mc(l) marked, and, to the
practical ornitholdgist, is always a bird of great”
interest, being secn only at fare intervals, startling
the intruder by its elear whistle when first raised,
and enticing him to foilow,*from its shyness and
the fine contrast its white rusmp has with the upper
plllmngﬁ during flight. I Scotland it s met with
in ubout equal numbers with the last, but has not
been kr own to breed in the north ; its most frequent
appearance is in spring and-autumn, particularly
the litter, when it is evideatly on its passage. T
autumn it appears most commonly froth the end
of August to October, and is met with on the low
moors, singly, er in pairs, Senr('ely an putumn
‘passes without one or two bemg- seen in such loegs
lities, genomlly single, alwr §s extremely shy, and |
never remaining on the spot beyond twouty-fmu-
liours, “I'he specimens alluded to by Mr, Yarrell us
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shot in Dumfries-shire, werge killcd' in spring, at the
y mouth of a small iributary of the Avnan, where
they remained some days—noties heving been sent
to Mr. Murray of their bging there, as a bird not
known : they had-also been’seerw near the same
spot. in-previous years. Oncd or twice tife Green
"Totanus has been seen near Jardine Hall in winter,
stationery for some weeks, frequenting the banks
of the Annan, where it is was soft, or some slargs
ditehes.  One was shot in January 1836, which
had remained for some time, and was frequently
soen in some ditehes, sheltered all around with
wood. When disturbed, it wisild not continue flit-
ting along the diteh, but Would at once Tise Over
the trees, and leave for the time; its refurn being
often intimated by its-shrill whistie, wher passing
in, before alighting, In the south of England it
appears to be mora fraquent, decreasing north-
ward; and, although there is no instance on record
of the nest being found, it is more than probable
that a few pairs have occasipuiily brought out
their young. Mr. Blyth and Mr. Salmon consider
that it does; and, from the old birds Leing by
~others also met with in summer, and gouig spe-
cimens in the first plumage (but”quite able 0
migrate), having been killed very early in autumn,
it has been concluded that it may occasionnlly
incubate with us. In Treland it is seen in'some-
what similar propoitions. Over the Continent of
Europe, from all adcounts, it is pretty equnlly
distributed, but is no where very abundant, and

¢
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rogular brecdmg stations seem searcely to be
nmntxoned with sufficient authenticity. Out of,
Earope, Indic® and J up'm‘]’ have Been given toits
but wo have no repnwvuhmu placed opposite in
the Priuce of Canind’s cqmpurative list ; 7. ¢hlo-
ropigive occupying “the ropresenting place of the
next.  Novertheless, it may be oecasionally found
in North America, as its stated in the Northern
Zoology, that an individual “ exists among a
collection of birds Trom the fur countries, sent
to the British Museum b) the Hudson's Bay
Company.”

In the specimen ailuded to, as killed nt Jardini
Hall in winter, the head and nape, with o narrow
streak nbove the ristus, are clove-brown ; between:
the bas: of the bill, reaching-half way over each eye,
is a trinngular pateh of white; all the other upper
parts, except the fail-cavorts, are bluckish-green,
tinted with brown, and witly a bronzed and glossy
lastre, each feather being marked o the outer
webs with smail friangular spots of dusky-white,
ralisved by i darker shade interiorly; the quills
are grecnish-black, having the shafts of the same
voloury the sump is of o greyer tint than the
upper parts; tail-coverts pure white; the tail
white, the contre feathers to the third from the
outside having three distinet broad black bars

* Colamel Sykes. By Mr. Jerdan, in his Oatalogue of the

Birds of the Peninsula’of Indls, tY% Greon Totoanus is ity
dnced,

+ Temguninck, ii, p. $92.
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downrds the tip, the third from ‘the autside with
~two anly, the second with o spot on the outer web,
the exterior feather enurel) white: on the under
sarface of the body the gmmd colour is entirely
pure white; the cheeks, sidps” of the ngek, and
breast, being marked with norrow strenks and tri-
ang'ulnr spots of clove-bmwn in the eentre of the
fenthers ; the under wmg-coverts are greynh—blacl.

bordered with white, the a=illary feathers of the
same colour, and very narrawly barred ‘with svhite:

the bill, feot, and lags, blackish-green.

Tre Woon Toraxvs, TOTANUS“GLAREOLA,
Temm. — Tringa glareola, Penr., Mont., ete. —
Chevalier sylvain, Temm.— Totanus glareala, the
Wood Sandpiper of British Guthors.— This bird
has been considered a much rarer Bnuall‘ visi-
tant than the last, %ith which it was long con-
founded, though it hds of la/> years appeared
more frequently. It was first*hrought into notice
by Colonel Montague. Muny of the & ecimens
mentioned ssem to l&me been taken in sprwg and
early in summier, its Appearance ineantumn being
loss froquult. Ta tha northward, in England, we
truce it to Northumberland, but, hitherto, we ire
not aware of any specimen killed in Scotland, In
JTreland, with the Jast, it is reeorded as o “ sum-
mer visitant,” from Vhich we sre not sure whethor
strageling birds occur, or that a fow remain fto
breed.  Out of Britain, it is recorded as met with

/ |
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inkorwa.y and I:aplnnd," South Afriea,t India
Chili, and islands of the Pacific; | perhaps the
lnst Iocallt) may be doubtful, and will require
comparison. The npecunans of T. affinis, Horsf.,
from Joasa, haye also beefl congidered uk.ntxm]
and we have recelved numerous specimens from
Singapore, Java, &e., which are clmely allied,
though a comparison \uth many British of Buro-
pean specimens has dieen wanting,  Mr. Jerdan
states, that the 7. glaresla is common every where
on the peninsula of India. '

In a continental spgcimen before us, the upper,
parts are very deep clove-brown, tinted with wm-
ber-brown, on the crown and nape having the ap-
pearance of being nurro“l) streaked with white;
on the back and wings the feathers are deeply
eut into with white, and are sometimes tipped
and-edaed with \ollowmh-“ Hite ; the tail-coverts
are white ; the tail, with the' contre feathers, grey
towards the tip: {4 bueal half, and the others;
pure white, barred to the base with black, the
outer festhers haying the burs fower or indistinet
on theinner wobs; the grouna colour of the under
parts is entircly whites on the cheeks and sides
of the neck streaked with vlove-brown; on the
laower parts of the neck and breast elosely marked
with triangular spots, which stretch upon the
flanks, and g'mduxull) nesume the form of bars;
the vent is dashed with blac® in the centre of the

3 * Nilson. + Dr, Smith,
3 Colonel Sykes. 4 Mr. Gould,
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fenthers ; the under tail-coverts’barred with the
same colour, the axillary feathers pure white,
clouded with hair-brown; bill and legs appear
to have been blackish-green, the length of the
naked space above tie tarsal® joint full.y saven-
eighths of an inch. V.

In the Singapore specimens, and those from the
Indiafislands, the 2olour above is much more uni-
form, but this may be caused from the B lrc,mds:
specimen having been killed in sumifier; there is
also liftle marking.on the breast, that part being
_of a uniform shade; the u_ullnrv feathers show n
greater disposition to bave the markings: the
centre tail-feathers show a slight difference of
appearance and marking, ard the naked space,
above the tarsal joirlt, is in length -wamisl) five-
eighths of an inch. We de not perceive much
difference in the mir ngs of the secoudury,\qmll-
feathers. Dr. Horsield states, ¢ it differs princi-
pally in the marks of the secondary quill-feathers,
and in the lower continuatior’ of the covering of
the tibie.” Additional comparisons of birds, from
all the localities given, should still be m"a’fle.

.

-



THI* COMMON TOTANUS,
Tolanus hypodewcns,

PLATHE XV, e

Tringa liypelencus, Linn, Peme, Monti, &e.—Totimns Ty
poiauens of sederns. — Chevalier guignettee, Tomnr, —
The Common Sandpipes of HBritish ornithologists. — Pro-
vinelally Summer Spipe, Will- Wicket, Sand Lark, or
Sandy Layroeck. e

el
Tims pretty and lively species is one of the most “
ecommon, being o regular sumyner visitant, many
pairs froquenting the banks of every stream and
rivery or the margins of the Sotch Inkes § its pip-
ing note or whistle is one of‘the ‘sounds watched
for by the omitholorist it spring, or récognised
by the nugler as ot pleasant companion returned
to his will-kiown honnts, It frequents the edgés
of thise witers, mnning alonyg them, and picking
ap aquatio’ inkects, moving*its body ns it runs,
oceasionally flitting along, whistling ns it flies,
sod perching on some stone, the top of a stake,
or bare brunch by the water side.  During the
pairiug time, they exhibit more sctivity, chasing ™
ench other along the stream, ¢ hd, when alighting,
keeping their wings stretched nbove the hack,
running for some time in this position, and now
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! uttering the notes with a peculidr prolonged and
b quivering whistle.  The nest is always placed

* o short way from the water, on some dry bank,
among strageling willows, or in a pasture or
grass field; it is wade-in o hollbw with a Fitle
of the surrounding herbage colleeted, and is gene-
rally protected on one side by some slight eleva-
tion orstuft; when Ypenly approsched, we have
always seen the female go off her nest as qfx‘i.:tly
as possible, and without any demoustration of
alarm, sometimes running before rising, as if "wigh-
ing to provent the detection of the spot. When

“with the young, both the bird¥ are clamorous, but
never to the same extent ns those we have been
deseribing. When the young are hatched, the
broods continue toggther, and may be round in
these small companies, on the sea shores, nfter
they have left their ialand breading quarters. Its
habits, in England, o far as we know and have
seen, are similar, but it seems to profer p gubalpine
distriot for its breeding statiord) nd is perhaps
more frequent in’ the lower lying nrd flatter dis-
tricts of the south, after its pidification lins been
performed. 1t is met svith in similir “taifons in
Ireland in abundance. Although extending to
the vorthernmost parts of the mainiand of Scot-
land, it does not appear to visit, the islands: at
the same time, it is recorded ns mnging northyward:
to feeland, Groonlaid, nnd tho Faroe Islands®
Southward, wo find it in India,# the East Indin

* Yarrell, '+ Colonel Sykla,
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Islands, Japan,* and Java.? Mr. Jerdan states 1
it to be *found solitary in similar situations withg
the last (7' achropus), but not nearly so common.™

We possess specimens from Southern Africa, Con-
tinental Tndia, aud Singapore?

The bill is greenish-hrown, paler and inclining
to yellow at the base and rictus. The upper parts of
the adult bird in the breeding state are hair-brown,
‘with » glossy lustre and greenish reflections, the
shaft of eazh feather appearing dark, and showing
on thie wirgs, and sometimes on the back, narrow
transverse lines of a deeper brown. The throat,

chin, belly and vefif, white, on the former with

minute spots of hair-brown ; the neck and breast
are greyish-white, streaked with hair-brown ; axil
lary feachers white. Intheajl, the centre feathers
are hair-brown ; the next pair show clouded bands
across, and are pale at thé tins, while those ou the
outside become more and more distinetly barred

with white and hair-brown ; in this they show a

difference froin 'Jie same parts in the Spotted
" Sandpiner, where the outer feathers, though barred,
are nnrzh more clouded, ths outer feathers only
showing Lac. defined in ths marking; the tail, in
the Common Sandpiper, is also slightly longer and
more cuneated. In the young and winter plu-
mage, the wings and upper parts are considerably

Jbroken up by dark bars near the tips of the fag _\

thers, which are paler in soeae parts, inelining to
greyish-white. :
** Temminok. + Horsfleld,

RS, o
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THE SPOTTED TOTANUS.
4 Totdnus mabalarins, Tesesxor,
PLATE XV

Tringa macularia, Lien—Totanus mocalarios, Zemnt, Flem.,
Sedly, Jengy—Chevalior perl& Temm. — Spotted Sand-
piper, Pexn., Mont,, Sciby, Yarr, Y& (The synonyms
have, in various Instances, been confound.d with the
young of 7' hynolencas. )

THs species was generglly coasidered to be found
as a straggler in the British islands, but even s0
late as the publication of Mr. Yarrell's numbers,
upon questionible authdrity.  There is no doubt
now, however, that one specimen at least has been
killed in this country, and althougl son'e others
cannot be authentically traced, or mny.}mvB turned
out to be only young dpecimens of "¢ Thypoleucus,
it has now a claim, as strong as a few others,
to o settlement within our bounds. The specimen
alluded to, is in the possession of Mr. George
‘Johnstone of Norwich, and the following i ail
extract from the lettyr in which that gentleman
transmitted to Mr. Yarrell ‘an account of the
bird, “ The bird in question came to the from
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the west. 1t wus shot (about the 26th September,
1839) between Renton and Sherringham, on thes
north coast of Norfolk, in company with a flock of >
Common Sandpipers, fize or six of which came
inta my hands with it.”*

There is no instance, on record, of specimens
being found either in Scotland or Ireland, and in
Europe it is rare. North America is its proper
loczdity, where it mp;escnt.s our T, hypoleucus, and
by Bonapacte it is entered as  accidental” in
Europe, Ehowing the true state of its range. We
possess specimens in the plumage of the winter
and young state, from the island of Tobago. \

The Spotted Sandpiper is slightly less inits pro-
portions than the last, the bill also rather shorter, f
but strooager towards the base, and of a more
yellowish tint. In the breeding plumage the upper
parts are hair-brown, having o greence tint than
in 7% hypoleucus, but showing the same shining
lnstére on the hs,a‘t_’l and neck; each feather is
nmrl.cd with o as-ker streak in the centre, and
on the back, wings, and long tertials, the shafts
appear 6s hnm, and each feather is crossed by one
or more di .\-'rter'ular bands, running to a peint
in the centre upon the shaft; the under parts ure
entirely pure white, each fcnthu' near the tip
heing marked with an almost round gpot of dark
fair-brown, whence the name has been taken 3
axillary feathers white; the iail is entirely luur.
hrown, all the feathers slightly tipped with white,

* Quoted from Yarrell,
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those in the centre uniform in tint5 the other
pairs, except the outer, ‘clouded with a deeper
shade, and the outer pair marked indistinetly with
bands of white and hair-brown, , In our Tobago
specimens weo have the upper parts, exaept’ the
wings and tail-coverts, of a ‘whiform shade; on
these gther parts the foathers are barred alter-
nately with pale wood-brown and clove-browy, but
broader and more boldly then in similar Statés o
the common bird ; benesth, the colour is pure
unspotted white, the hnir-brown without lustre,
reaching slightly upon eachaxille of the breast,
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RUFFS,

THE next tbnn,,.'s_epamt'cd from the Zotani and
truc Tringa, is very remarkable, both on account
of the singular development of feathers on the neck
during the breeding seasop, and for the variations
in the colouring by which these are marked, no
two individuals being, exactly similar.

Macurres, Cucier, — Generic characters.— Bill

straight, mthef'slendcr, tip slightly dilated

and smooth; wings long and pointed, first

and «.2cond quills longest ; legs long, npked

ahove the tarsal joint; outer toc somewhat
palmuted ; hallux articulated on the tarsus.
Type, M. pugnax. The only species known.
Note.—Polyzumonus. Head of the male during
the season of breeding ‘covered with fieshy
warts or paptt neck adorned with lenjgth-
ened feathers, Distribution, Europe, Africa.
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Machefes pugnar, Cuvisn,
- - ~
PLATE XVI . g o
2 »

Tringa pugnnx, Liun., Pesn., §e—Machetes pugnns Cugier
and modern writers>—Tringn littorea, cinoreus, equestris,
Shure Sandpiper, Yellow-legped Sandpiper (femalo and
young of the year).— Ruff (male), Reeve (female), of
Britisk anthors. -

Tuis very remarkable bird is'in England a summer
visitant, arriving annually to. breed in the fenny
districts, to which it s at this time restricted, and
from whenee it is gredually deereasing, both from
the numbers taken, and from the rreat and extensive
drainage which has been madé in their favourite
haunts. In other parts of Britain it i3 a spring and
autumnal bird of passage, being occasiotially met
with on the moors, irt the way to ‘cudie southern
stations, but much mare frequently along our shores;
and on our mosses and salt marshes after breeding
has been completed, and all traces of the adom-
ments of the male have passed away:. W

In this species, we have one of the most re-
markable analogies existing between forms belong-
ing to distinct orders of birds. Among b family
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of the typuul Grallatores, we sce one which is
polygamous, und which, during the commencement
of the love season, frequents a particular elevated
spot, displaying his pluzage to the other sex, and
challenging and combating avitle all rivals that in-
trude on his statipn. These habits are all found
*among the Rasorss almost alone, and it is among
them, also, that we most generally see the: largely
e“~lo;v~d wattles, and the exuberance of plumage
about the Lead orneck represented here by the
warty papxlhe. and large ruffs in the males, all
which is still more marked by “the constant varia-
tion which oceurs in” e colouring and marking of
the latter., The best account of the habits and
manner of taking the Ruff, during the breeding
season, will be found n Colanel Montague's Dic-
tionary, from which we give some abridgment, it
being impossible to pass uver the singular habits of
a bird belonging to this family, that so peculiaxly
possesses them, even though they should have been
often detailed alrea’ly.

“ In tae gpring the Rauffs Iull, as it is termed,
that is, tuey assemble upon a rising spot of ground
cuntiguous . “.where the npe-ncs prepare to deposit
their eggs; there they take their stand at a small
distance from each other, and contend for the fe-
males, This hill. or place of resort for love and
Lattle, is sought for by the fowler, who from habit
discovers it by the birds baviag trodden the turf
somewhat bare, though not in a circle; as usually
deseribec.
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' “We had occasion to remark, fhat githough the
b pugnacious disposition of, the Ruff riever entirely
censed in confinement, yet it increased with the
growth 'of the long neck feathers in spring, when
the least movement'of either, fromtheir usual stand,
provokéd a battle. Their actiqng, in ﬁghu;ig, were
similar to those of a game cock ; the head is low-#®
ered, and the bill is Reld in a honzontnl direction ;

the ruff; indeed every feather, more or less distend® - -

ed, the former sweeping the ground as®a shield to
deferid the more tender parts; the auricles erected,
and the tail partly spread, upon the whole, assuming
a most ferocious aspect. When either could obtain
a firm hold with the bill, a lcnp succeeded, accom-
panied with a stroke of the wing; but thcy rarely
injured cach other,” *

When the breeding season Jhias terminated, and
the young have obtained tlicir first mature plumage,
the males having lost their sexual adornments, &
dispersion” from the fers takss vplace. It is after
this period, about the end of August or beginuing
of September, and for the next two*monihs, that
they are most frequently met with in Scotland,
either as stm.gglmg bivds passing algnf’ the moors,
or on the sea shore, whkere they continue, often inter-
mixed with plovers, and are to be met with in small -
parties. They are not particularly shy, and may be
distinguished from among the other birds by which
they are generally accompanied, by the length of
the legs. We have oéen shot them on the shores of
the Forth, from Holy Island nort.hwarﬂ, anll also ou

a, ¥
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the banksiof the Solway, where, at the seasins
alluded to, tiey may almost always be met with,
In the breeding plumage, as we have already
stated, the colours, or distribution of the markings,
are not similar~in any tawvo Mirds. The general
appearanee of it yyries from white to yéry deep
® Lrown, variegated on the ruff and breast by cross
markings of a deeper shade, br.of black; anfl on the
wemadk and upper plumage assuming the general dis-
tribution of+the colouring of the Tringe, but subject
to the same variation of grey, hrown, or chestnut, in
some examples almost amounting to black ; the paler
or very dark colourch specimens are, we believe, the
most uncommon. It is very remarkable, however, |
that the annual changes in the same bird do not
vary, atfeast such was the Yesult of Colonel Mon-
tague’s observations on birds kept in confinement
for three or four years ; lie forad the ruffs prodaced
of the same colour every sprivg, as well as the other
markings ; at the same tine, the warty tdbercles on
the forehead did it appear in this state of restraint.
In the birds, wfter the sexual adornment has passed
away, the appearance has agesemblance both to the
true snipes’ il to some of the Tringm or sand-
pipers.  In a male before us, shot on the Northum-
v brian coast, in the end of December, the erown i
reddish-brown, deeply streaked along the centre of
cach feather with olive-brown ; the neck and breass
are wood-brown, haying the hack part of the formey \
clouded, by the centtes of the feathers being darker,
and, tovards the belly, shading into pure white.
»
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which is the colour of the remairfing pnder parts.

The back and scapular feathers are brbwmsh black,
glossed with purple, each feather bemg deeply mar-
gined with pale omnge-lm-wn‘ The rump, wings
(except the quills)y and tail, arechair-brown;, the
feathers-on the shoulders edged' wjith greyish-white ;
greater coverts edged with pale rufous, and the long
tertials, -of a deeper tint at the ends, are mnrgxued

and have a second intermediate angular markihg-of .

rufous-orange. The tail is tipped with sufous, and
wlso is cloudcd there with clove-brown ; the ateral
tail-coverts are white, This specunen stands nearly
"ten inches high, In another'specimen, shot on the
~ Pentland Hills in spring, and thought to be a fe-
“male, though not dissected, the whole plumngc has
a more mfous tint, and is more broken with brown
upon the head and back of the neck, but, varies
remurkably in size, standing scarcely more than
seven inches in height,

n!
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Tue true Tringe, or Maritime Sandpipers, may
be nlaced next. ~ They are gregarious at all times,
except during incnbation, assembling in vast flocks,

* and frequenting, almost entirely, the sea shores, or
marshes adjacent to them, %4 -few being found in

~piirs, en the shores of our largest inland lakes, while
breeding.  Their changes during summer are black
and chestnut, or grey and black.

TrRINGA oF AUTHURS— Generic characters.—DBill
of the same length, or slightly longer than the
head, often gently curved, soft and pliable;
winles rather long, sharfi pointed, the first quill
longest ; tarsi end feet of middle length (pro-
portionally shorter than il Limasa, Totanus, or
Machetes ;) toes slightly joined at the base, and
narrowly fringed on ‘the edges with a mem-
brane ; hallud> steall, articulated on the tarsus.

Typed, T. canutus, variabilis, maritima, &c.

Nolc.-l—G_(e!;nrions in m‘ter Cosmopolite.
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THE PPRRE OR DUNLIN.
Tringa varioliléss

. PUATE XVIL
. =
»
Trings alpinn, variabllis of autiors. — Pelixds variabilis,
Stephens. — Trings einelus, Sivn, (In winter plumitge.) —
Purre, Dunlin, or Sfint of Bratish asthors.

Tit1s beautiful, and by far the most abundant of the
British Sandpipers or Tringm, is very equally and
numerously distributed along all ous sea shoreg, from
the most northern islands to the southern coast of
England. Dﬁring winter,, the shores und banks ot
the sea and estuaries are only frequented by them ;
they return there aftdr the season of incubation is
completed, and congreg;tte s0i..~*"mes in small par-
ties, at others in almost innumérable flocks, accord-
ing to circumstances, following and feeding after
the retiring tide wiflifthe greatest a"(.i’vi.ty,. along
all the margins of the waters where @ soft food may
be found, and delighfing in those oozy flats of soft !
sand or mud, which cover many acres in extent

tpon much of the low lying shofes of our isfands.
During the fall tide they rest, and may be found
perched on some rocly that stands above the waters,
or huddled together on the beach, inactive,'unlil l.l'Ic
tide has commenced to recede. Jn spring they dis-

«
o &

* i R



230 YURRE OR DUNLIN.

r
perse, for th most part inland, to various moorland 4
districts, a fov: remaining in suitable localities near
the shore, such as extensive mosses or salt marshes,
and a considerable proportion also migrate entirely
to a’distant or new locality. Tn the north of Scot-
land, where the cottatry is intersected with arms of
the sea, or studded thickly with large lochs, the
ghores and bunks of which afford favourite breeding
spots, we find them thickly frequented, a fow pairs
taking up a station at almost every hundred yards,
where they reside as a constaut haunt, and are so
little molested, and consequently so tame, that when
fishing, we have thrown our flies over, and caught
the old biads rising on the shingle before us. The
nest is placed urder or by the side of some tuft or
bush of grass or herbage, often ingeniously concealed,
but exhibiting little’ workmanship, except a little
hollowing and pressing of the dried grass to the
hottom. o )

In Europe itz Y#Fibution, from all authorities,
seems as wido and feneral as it is in Britain,
abounding and breeding far to the north ; its range
is also verv equal over Narth America, reaching
from Mexico (o the fur countrics, By Temminck,
Japan and Timor are given as localities, where,
howeyer, it would seem to be a winter visitant only,
From the difference in its plumage during summe
and winter, very great confusisn in the nomencly.
ture existed, and it hos heen d iseribed in these states ¥
as distinat species.  There is also great disparity in
size, us we shall SGF in the dimensions to be given,

|
)



PURRE OR DUNLIN. ¢ 231
~

In two specimens, the one kilitd onythe Frith of
Forth, in the winter dress, the other procured ih
the south, in the complete “summnier or breeding
dress, “the entire length is respectively eight inches
and seven and #half In the winter state, the
plumalre above is hair-brows, jhe feathefs slightly
darker in the centres, thoze of the wings being
nearly® clove-brows,*on the shoulders, greater co-
verts, and long tertials, edged with greyishavhift: .
the hair-brown of the upper parts extends across
the breast, becoming paler in the centre, and having
the shafts of each feather dark; the chin, throat,
Lelly, and vent, pure whité, the rump and upper
tail-coverts clove-brown, edged with rufous ; the tail
itself very much cuneated, hair-brown, with the ex-
ception of the centre feathers proportionally longer
than the others, and which ate clove-brown. In the
dress of the breeding season, the colours are very dif-
ferent. Alove, the head and neck are greyish-white,
cach feather marked with clove-hrown in the centre,
and on the crown and nape tiaied with orange-red ;
on the whale back and mantle the feathers are red-
dish-black, broadly edged with reddisheorange, at
the tips paler, and tpproaching t. sreyifhewhite ;
the chin is white ;, the fore part and sides of the
neck and breast are greyish-white, the centre of
. each feather marked with an oval black spot; the
flanks and under tail-coverts pure white, sparingly
marked with longitudinal black streaks; the centre
of the belly, so fi% back us the insertion of the
thighs, brownish-black, cach feather narrwly tipped

-V
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with white) n;to form a broken fringe. In this
marking they\emind us of the summer appearance
of some of the Charadriade or plovers.

Specimens, in the sumgier dress, procured on the
mm'gins of somewef the lochs #n Sutherlandshire,
present sme difference, both in size and tint:. They
run, in total length, from six to six and a-half inches,
the parts keeping a near pYopertion one to .amother.

e whole upper plumage shows a much greater
mixture of Black, the rufous edges of the feathers
being marrower, their cofour deeper, and with less
of a pale tint towards the tip ; undemneath, the black 3
marking on the thro:'.ul(l breast occupics a much
greater part of the feather, and is more angular in
form, and%he black patch on the belly proportion- -~
ally covers more %pace, and extends farther upon
the flanks. It might be curious to ascertain if this
state prevailed among nottiferny birds, and if there
is much difference in their sizg,

® Tur Kevor.. TRINGA cAxvTOS, Linn. — Tringa
canutus, lglem., Selby, cte.—Tyripga lslandica, Ponn.
. (summe® pladage) — T. cmeree, Ponn. (winter
r plumage.)—Red and Ash-colourpd Sandpiper, Penn.,
otle. (in summer and winter plumage.—The Knot of
British authors.—This bird, from its very different
sepsondl dress, has also undergone a variety of no. .
menclature, but is new undersfhod in its changes,
It is not known as @®summer®bird with us, or as
breeding wn this country, although it remains sufli-

\ K v,
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[ ciently long to attain its full bn;cdir;f dress, and
» often returns with it only partially changed. It is
by no means uncommon, though the range is not so
extensive or'general as tle Izst; but at times, and
on some of our shores, Tt appeats in flockg of *very
great numbers.in the autummn and winter, After
they have recovered from their migration, they are
rather shy, and we*hive often found them difficuls
to be approached; at other §mes; again, We have
seen them almost regurdless of danger ; and opce, in
September, when making a circuit of Holy Island,
on the Northumbrian coast, Jve fell in with a large
flock, in great part compesed of the birds of that
- year, which allowed an approach within‘en yards.
They must have been newly arrived from their flight,
for, even when disturbéd by a shot, they would not
remove more than from fifty te one hundred yards,
alighting and crowding the tops of the insulated
rocks. We procured®many specimens with stones,
and believe that the whole flo.): ~onsisting of seve-
ral hundreds, might bave been%hot, It ocours in:
a similar manner in Ireland. On the Continent,
Mr. Yarrell states, he is unable to trace H farther
castward than France and Germany ; Suf it is found
in Northern and Aretic Europe, in Northern and
Arctic America, and we possess a single specimen
from New Holland that appears it every way iden-
tical. This specimep is either coming into, or re-
moving from, the breeling state, being tinted with
rufous beneath, and above having the light-grey
plumage mixed with dark feathers.

-
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orange-predotsinating ; <11 the face, crown, and un-
der parts, from the chin downwards, are of that tint,
on the cheeks sliéhll_r: sgivtted with brownish-black,
and on the erowii and oodiput ~lm\'ing the {feathers
broadly marked in the centre with the same colour.
The centre of the back, scapulars, and long ter-
tinls, are deep blackish-brown; on the first having
—~“he feathers broadly margined with buff-orange,
on the latter having them irregularly blotehed, and
cut into with yellowish-whites, The quills are clove-
brown, paler on the inner webs, and having the
shafts broad and white ; the tail is dark broceoli-

brown, ¢uted with rufous. In the adult full win-

ter dress, the plumage above is broccoli-brown, o
the crown and back of thé neck with the centre
of the feathers datker, on the back lhaving the
shafts only darle; the under parts of the bird are
pure white, having the featlicrs on the cheeks and
necl dark in tha ceatred; on the brea'st thess are
- broader, and on\t\e danks they are distributed in
irrcguln'r witves ; the rump and upper tail-coverts
are white, barred with clove-brown ; the tail is
nearly of ™o same tint wWith the upper plumage,
the outer feathers puler in shade, all narrowly edged
with, and baving the shafts yellowish-white. In
the young in their fivst dress, the upper parts are
"brocooli-brown, but the feathers on the back and
wings are edged wfl:h yellowjsh-white, suceeeded Ly
a band of clove-brown, and having the shafts dark,
the whble, as it were, tinted over with buff-orange ;

' -
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In the p! -mnéc of incubation we sce the rcddish-J

-



-

/ =
DUFE-BREASTED SANDIJTER. 235

beneath, the dark markings in the «éntre of the
feathers are broader and more spregd over the sur-
face, and the whole is also tinted with buff-orange
on the’belly, often approaching near to the shade of
reddish-orange indldent to sieni. % v

4 0

Tue Borp-nnms'tw's.mnpmn, T. RUPESCENE,
Vieillot.—Becasscan roussct, T enim—Bugi-breasted
Tringa or Sandpiper of British authors,— Only
four specimens of this Tringa appear to have occur-
red in Britain up to the present time. These have
all been killed in the mote southern districts of
England ; Scotland or Ireland being ungble yet fo
reckon it in their fauna. On the European Con-
tinent it also appears to be of rare and only acci-
dental occurrence, and we are,not aware of its being
met with elsewhere tn the O1d World. In America,
its true country (though it is generally a scarce bird
even thewe), it extends frem the Brazils® through
the Northern Continent; ends Mr. Audubon con-
jectures that it may breed near the Arctic Circle,
having seen a wing in the possession of Captain J.
C. Ross.  We have ubt access to aspecimen, but
give Mr. Audubon’y description, probably taken
from various birds, as he states it to be by no -
means rare, at particular periods, along the ghores
of our eastern distriets.” The entire length is eight
inches, the weight two aunees ind a half; the female
being somewhat lafger. The * bill, dull olive-

* Notteren. e
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green, dushy towards the point; irs hazel; feet
dull yellowish-green ; claws dusky. The general 4
colour of the upper parts is greyish-yellow, each
feather blackish-browa ims the centre ; wing-coverts
lighter ; quills an&their coverts Nght greyish-hrown,
greenish*black at the'end, but with a whitih tip;
the inner webs whitish in the greater part of their
breadth, and beautifully dottefl sith black ia undu-
Iating" lines ; the inney secondaries like the feathers
of the backy the two middle tail-feathers greyish-
brown; dark brown glossed with green at the end,
and slightly margined and tipped with white, the
rest gradually paler ® the outer, margined and
tipped with white, within which are two lines of
blackish-brown ; sides of the head, fore neck, and
sides, light yellowish-red ; the throat paler; the
sides of the neck and body spotted with brownish-
black ; the rest of the lower parts paler and unspot-
ted. The lower wing-coverts gre white, those near
the edge of the wing Iacle in the centres the pri-
mary-coverts dotted with black, and having a spot
of the sante near the edge. The female has the lower
parts paler, and the feathers of. the upper parts of a
lighter Drov® with an inn@ margin of broccoli-
black, and an outer edge of grgyish-yellow.”*

«Tux Porere ok Rock Saxverern, T. MARITIMA,
Brunnich—Tringanigricans, Mom., Linn. Trans,
— Becasseau violet, Témm. — Selninger Sandpiper,

iy * Ormith. Blog, iil, p. 452,
' .

-
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Penn. — Purple or Rock T' rmqa, or Sandpiper of
British authors.—We do not consjier this Tringa
A3 @ very numerous species on our coasts, though,
at certdin seasons, in wikter and spring, they mity
generally be met with® \\hcre fhie shore as rocky.,
and patticularly if it possessey dong ndf'('s of erag
Jutting out into the sey. The parties generally
congistof four or five, the amount of the broo(l
but these at times assemble o confregate into "flocks
of considerable numbers. Such have Heen olr own
observations on the,.coasts of the south of Scotland
and north of Eng]nnd and Mr. Thompson states it
to be * a local species, rother rare in Treland,™ at
the same time we have otlier authorities. Thus, Mr.
Dann says, “ the Purple Sandpiper is very nume-
rous in Orkney and Shetland, appearing early in
spring, and leaving again at the latter end of April,
about which time it%collects in largc flocks.” Our
information relative to its breeding in this country
is very limited ; Mr. Selby 1ot with a family on the
Fern Islands, which were scardely able to fly. Mr
Rodd also communicated to Mr. Yarréll that e had
killed them in Cormwall both in winter hnd sum-
mer s+ and we onee mEt with a pair o f’urpic Sand-
pipers on the Bass Rock at a time when all the
other inhabitants had young; but, like the other *
‘birds of this and allied genera which are known to
breed in northern Iatitudes, those which remain, anil,
as it were, accxdcntn.lly breed with us, can only be
cousidered as the very limit of the range, or as hap-
* Thompson's M, S.8. + Yareell, ii. p, 666.

-
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pening to do so from other circumstances. This
gpecies seems tie be altogether a northern bird, ex-
tending over northern Europe and the continent of
America to the Aretic Cirde, being found incubat.
ing by many of thid'late Arctic travellers, while it
does not range to Afrisa or India. Inits habits, on
our coasts in winter, it is tame, running upon the
rocks, or skulking, and allowing a person oten to
‘upp‘rbach‘within a few yards, their colour assimilat-
ing well yith' the surrounding objects, and prevent-
ing their being observed so long as they remnin
motionless ; when disturbed they will also make &
circuit, and return to ?Ia\e -ock whence they rose.
In form. this bird is more compact than many
other of the Sundvipers, which, in appearance, is
inereased by the shortness of fhe tarsi and legs.  In
the winter and spring dress in which it is generally
procurcd upon our coasts, the Wpper parts are of a
greyish-black, the feathers margined with grey, and
Becoming more cogspizdously so on the houlders
and wings, where Ay pale edgings are broader, and
in colout almdst greyish-white, the whole glossed
over wi;h'pi?le, which, in soru¢ positions, appears
very conspiciors, and has ghined for the bird its
English trivial name ; the wings are nearly of the
same colour with the npper parts, inclining to black-
ish-brown ; the'terhals and coverts are edged with
white, the shafts of the quills agpearing also of that
colonr; the rump angd upper tail-coverts are of &
very deep shade of grcyish-b‘l:\ck, and are more
etrongly glossed with the purple reflections; the
'
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| tail itself is much cuneated, the centie feathers
' blackish-grey, the others greyish wood-brown, be-
/ coming paler on the outer pairs. The'lower parts to
the breast ave greyish hair-brosn, paler on the chin,
and on the breast hiving the feathers broadly edged
with white; the remaining under parts are pure
white, on the centre of the belly and vent unspotted;
but on the flanks ard tnder tail-coverts having
cach feather broadly marked in the eentre with haiz®
brown ; bill brownish-black, p‘lltlk or neerly reddish-
orange at the base and gapé ; the legs and foct are |
ochreons yellow. The entire length of the specimen
alluded to, is from eight to nis inches; one before
us being eight and a-half, the other nine inches,
In a specimen in summer plumage, purchdsed some
time since from Mr. Cerfrae in Edibburgh, and said
by him to have been procured from Hudson's Bay,
the head and back are” deep purplish-black, the
fenthers on the head hroadly edged with reddish-
orange, o the back and seapulars deeply cut into
with a paler shade of the same, colour and tipped
with white; the wings, including the tertinls, the'
rump and tail, are as in the winter state; the back
of the neck is pale woc 1-brown, tinted =ith Tufous,
cach feather greyish-black in the centre ; beneath,
the colour is generally a greyish-white, cach feather
in the neck and breast marked angalarly with
Drownish-black, in the centre of the belly eressed
! near the tips with a’ broad black bar, and though
interrupted, showing ™ there tie rudiment of the
dark band prevailing among many of the plovers,
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and in the Purré or Dunlin at this season, to whicl,
in the whole, gummer dress, there is a considerable
resemblance ; the flanks and under tail-coverts are
dashed along their cenfres with brownish-black.
The length of this specimen 43 elght and a-half
inches, “and shows « great dxqp'mtv in the length
of the bill, which, to the forchead, is only one inch
and a-tenth, while in the' two previously dgseribed,
7t.15 “espectively one mch and three-tenths, and one
inch and fonr-tenths. The Northern Zioology, how-
ever, states, that the bill in fhe female is generally
a quarter of an inch larger than in the opposife sex.
In the young, Mr, S S=lby states the plumage to be |
* dull greyish-black, the feathers being margined
with dirty yellowish-brown; bill at the base ochre-

yellow.”.

Toe CorLew SANDPIPER, TRINGA SUBANQUATA,
Temminck. — Tringa ptbﬂrquata, wmodern British
soriters,— Becasseit.: corcoh, T'emm.—Curlere Trin-
ga or Sandpipor, and Pigmy Curlew of British
authors.—OFf a more slender, form, and stmdmg
higher than the Dunlin or Purre, this species has
nevertheless been at times mistaken for it; but it

may always be distinguished from that spcclcs, even
in flight, by the white colour of the rump and upper
tail-coverts. It is nowhere so abundant, and does:,
not assemble in the yast flocks in which we some-
times find the others, but son.etimes it mixes with
them, where, in addition to the conspicuous white
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ump, ils different call betrays it if at a distance.
Spring, autumn, and wirter, are th: seasons*when
it is geperally met with, though (here seems to be
evidence of the bigd oceasiondlly breeding with us.
Mr. Yarrell states having qbtained this, bitd in
June, in he height of its summer plamage, from
N orfull:', and having seep the young, from the same
locality, in July. Yt has been in the autumn, aftgr
their return from breeding, that we haye et with
it on our shores, and haveekilled it on both sides of
the Solway, ecither in small parties, or mixed with
the Purre, or feeding by sope muddy streams, in o
salt marsh which they seemed fond of frequenting,
and, when come upon unawares, wou'd utter a
shrill lengthened whistle, very défferent from that
of the Purre under similar circumstances. In Ire-
land, Mr. Thompson considers it as a regular sum-
mer visitant, Tt inhabits also Northern Europe and
America, extending®there from the Arctic Circle
even to the southern boundary. The East Indian
Islands are given to it by Tewniinck, and the Zoole-
gical Society Lave specimens from Tangiers.”
Specimens killed on the shores of the Solway, in
autumn, have the head and neck ha=-frown, shad-
ing into dark clove-lrown on the back and wings,
each feather in the first being darker in the centre, "
and on the latter, together with the tertiols and
coverts, being broagly edged with yellowish-whité ;
the rump and uppeg tail-coverts pure white; the
tail itself hair-brown, the feathers tipped t'l.ncl edged
* Yarell, . '
B
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(those towards the outside paler and clouded) with
white; the uri ler parts aze pure white, tinged on <
the gides of the neck and upon the breast with pale
wood-brown, having the shufts and a narrow streak
in the centre of the feathers hair-brown ; the bill is
proportionally long, being from one and a-half to
one and seven-tenths in length, slender and elightly
bending towards the point, whizh has gainéd for it
its Curlew appellation ; this, with the legs and feet,
are greenish-black. The scason and state in which
these birds were procured, inuce us to consider
them as in the plumgge of the young, or in the
state intermediate to assuming the complete winter
dress, whigh, we believe, to be quite uniform, or
very nearly so, above, without pale margins to the
feathers, tue tint haiv-brown, glossed with purple.
In the summer or breeding state this Sandpiper
follows more nearly the colour¥ of the Knot; the
head, neck, and breast, are‘a rich chestnut or
orange-red ; the frathers on' the erown datk in the
centre ; the back and. scapulars are nearly black, the
plumage cut iuto with pale orange-red, and tipped
with yellowish-white, and the'white on the rmmp
and tail-coverts appears to become spotted and barred
with black; the under parts-dre reddish-orange,
“becoming paler on the belly and vent, and are crossed
Pﬁth' ipregular bars of black: A skin from Mexico,
in our possession, shows an intermediate #ate of

plumoge.
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In the next two small species, ddmitted as ocea-

) sional visitants, there is a yery close elliance, and in
specimens intermediate in plumage, or not quite
mature, there is a good «deal of difficulty in dis-
tinguishing them.’ Tho first, Tre Mivre SAND-
PIPER, TRINGA MINUTA, Leister,— Minuts tringa,
Selly.— Litle Stint, Yarrell,—is chiefly. distin-
guisheds by the comparafive greater length of the
tarsus, the uniform colour of the tail, exsept tife
centre feathers, and in that member being slightly
forked, the two centre feathers, however, project-
ing in the centre, and heing longer than any of the
others. The seasonal chapgfs are somewhat similar
to those we have been describing, dark above, hav-
ing the feathers cut into with chestnut-red; but
underneath, the plumage is pure White, interrupted
by-a band of pale reddish-chestnut, which crosses
the breast, shading ista the white below and on the
sides of the neck; the centres of the feathers are
dark; the tail is uniform bair-brown, except the
long centre feathers which ares glossy clove-brown.
In a continental specimen before us, o the summer
plumage, there is a great proportion of rufous inter-
mixed, on the head %nd nape the fethefs have
dark centres, on the neck the rufous is nearly the
prevailing tind, and on the hack and wings the
feathers are very broadly edged with it, and with
Iuff-orange, In the complete winter dress, tho pli-
mage ahove is described s ask-grey, the centre of
the fenthers darker, ®neath p'ure ywhite, the band on
the DLreast slightly indicated on the sides.  Two
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Apecimens before us, from Southern Africs, show an
intermediate gfate, the plumage above being hair-
brown, darker along the shafts of the feathers, and
mixed with dark feathers cut into with Teddish-
orange ; the long eertials wre déep purplish-brown,
broadly edged with ' reddish-orange; the “pectoral
band is indicated by hair-lirown, mingled with
reddish-orange.  The entire‘length of the” Minute
tandpiper, is from five and a-half to six inches:
the length of the tarsus given by Mr, Yarrell, is ten
lines and a-half; by Mr. Selby as seven-eighths,
whicll agrees nearly with an African specimen,

This bird has occarred in various parts of the \
English coasts, chiefly to the sonth and enst side of
the island, and Mr. Yarrell states, on the nuthonly’
of Mr. Heysham, that they kave been severl times
taken on the shores of the Selway. We have never
been so fortunate as to meet vith them there, nor
do we hear of any instances of their capture in
Scotland being regordes. Ir, Thompson has found
them on the Irish caasts. On the European con-
finent it does not appear to be of very frequent
oceurrenca; and out of Europe, as already stated,
we finu it ia Southern Africu; and various authe-
rities consider Indian specimens identical.*  In
Mr. Jordan's eatalogue; however, it is introduced
with 3 11' '

Tha socond species we mentioned,—Trudisey
Saxnprenr, TRINGA reMsiNariy, Leasder,— Ton-
* Frankhy, Temminek, Selby,

* o Madras Jaurnal, July, 1840, p, 209,
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minck's Sandpiper and Stint, Seloy and Yarrell,—
is rather less than the lest, has thestail graduated,
and the tarsus comparatively shorter. In a conti-
nental specimen before ua, in the intermediate plu-
mage, the upper parts tre hair-brown, ‘the fegthers
darker’ in the centre; a few dark feattiers with
rufous margins heing interspersed ; the sides of the
neck afld breast ars Nair-brown, and the remaining
under parts are white. I, summer, tha rufois
colours above prcdominnq:, and tint the neck and
breast ; and, in the winter, the upper parts are hair-
brown, tinted with olive. This specimen is only
abiout five inches and a-quarter in length, and Mr.
Yarrell gives five and three-quarters as the length
of the largest specimen he has segn. He states the
length of the tarsus ulso at eleven-sisteenths ; Mr.
Sélby at five-cighths ; in ghe specimen hefore us it
is nearly six-tenths.” Temminek’s Sandpiper is de-
geribed to npproach iearer to some of the Totani in
habits, frequenting at tim.s xivers of fresh water
rather than the shores of the e=a. 1t has occurred
several times in England, but more sparingly than
the last; Mr. Thompson mentions its apprarance in
Treland, but we have riot met with Segtch spécimens.
Out of Burope, Noeth Africa and Himalaya ave
given to it," also the Dukliun,t Timor; and the
Tndian Archipelago; ond Mo Jerdan places it
with a ? in his catglogue of the birds of the Fenin-
sula of India.|| A "
* Gonld. + Colonel Sykes, = Tcmmingk.
|| Madras Journal, July, 1840, p. 204,

1
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Since the pub‘icaﬁon of Myr. Selby’s work on
Dritish Omithqogy, three species of Tringa have
been discovered to be occasional visitants on our
consts, and although shey are of very rave occur-
senee; our volumd® would $he incomplete without
some notice of them, however short, and thdugh it
is not derived from ohservation.

° a

= L
L

Prerorar Sanveieen, T. vecTORALISE, Bonap.—
Polinda pectoralis, Bonap. Comp. List.— Becasseai
pectoral, la'mm.—I’cctoml Sandpiper, Jenyns, Yar-
rell, and modern Britieh authors—Two specimens
of this species have been killed in Britain, one of
“them on Brydon Board in Norfolk. One or two other
birds have been geen in the sdme eountry, but none
have yet occurred in Scotland or Treland. Tt is an
American species, and se¢msto have been first
detected as such by Mr. Say, and afterwards to have
received a regular placein the histories of American
ornithology. Mr. Audubon met with them *in the
State of Muine; feeding on the rocky bars of the rivers
at low waler ;" and states that Nuttall found them
in abundanct in Massachusetfs Bay, where they are
migratory, and whence they are, brought in numbers
to the market in Boston, during their temporary
abode  They extand also to the Southern Con-
tinenf, are found in the anla ;® and we have
reccived the bird from the u,lund ol' Tobago. We
are not aware of any other extra European range,

: * Donapart guet, Yarrell,
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1n o Tobago specimen before ug, the whole upper
- patts are decp blackish-brown, the featlicrs mar-
wined with ochreous; on the rump and upper tail-
coverts'the tint is nearly Elack, glossed with purple,
and haying the pdle tips and edgings very nprrow
and indistinet ; the quills are %lgve-browny shafis of
the first white ; the tail is much cuneated, the centre
feathers deep broynish-black, the others shading
into hair-hrown to the outg paér, und afl*edgéd
narrowly with wood-brown ; beneath, 4he throat is
nearly white, the neck and breast wood-brovn, the
centre of each feather dark ; the sume colour extends
slightly on the flanks, and®ue dark shaft of each
feather is only seen ; the belly, vent, and under fail-
voverts, are pure white; the legs appear to have
been greenish-yellow,» The total length of this spe-
cimen s eight inches. The hreeding state, as well
as the regions wher= if ificubates, seem yet to be
undiscovered, >

"

3

Broap-pruLep SAxprirEr, T. PLATYRH¥NCHA—
Becasseaw  platyrhynqus, Temm. — Bread - billed
Sandpiper, Gould, Tarrell, and ypofern” British
authore~—~A gingle gecimen of this bird was killed
in 1826, in the same locality with the last; and is,
we believey the only instance of its occwrrence in
the British Islands. It is also of rare appearance
in Southern and Uentral Europe, but has been
found by Mr. Dann%e be by no means uncommon
in Sweden and Norway, breeding in the latter

- &
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country at an clefation of three thousand feet above
thelevel of the sea. A very interesting notice, on the
authority of that gentleman, of the bird during the
season of incubation, is given by Mr. Yarrelt* The
Indian Archipelage, Bornes, Stmatra, and Timor,
are givert' to it by Teraminck,

 The adult bird, in the breedinfs season, has the
boalk, whicli is one inch and one-sixteenth i length,
duslc Urown at tha point, inclining to reddish-brown
at the base ; irides brown ; from the base of the beale
to the éye a dark brown strenk, over that and the eye
awhite streal, with a brown central longitudinal line;
top of thie head brownish-black, slightly veried with
greyish-white, and tinged with ferruginous ; inter-
“ scapulars nearly black with rufous edges ; scapulars,
wing-coverts, lower part of 4he back and tertials,
black ; the feathers having broad margins of bufly-
white or rufous ; the prifnary and secondary quill-
feathers black ; the shafls white ; upper tail-coverts
black, with rufous edges; the two middle tail-
foathers nearly black longer than the others, pointed
and margined with rufous, the others ash-grey mar-
ined wit buff colour; chin nearly white, with mi-
nute dark specks; sides and front of the neck, and
upper parts of ile breast, greyish-white, varied with
black spots, and tinged with buffy-red ; belly, vent,
and under-tail coverts white; legs, toes, and claws,

(,

greerish-black. The whole length of the adult hied

six inches and three eighths,™t
* Yarrell, i p. 641, \ + 14,
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'

Seninrzs Sasvereer, Tamea Scumwrzi—7.
Sehintsiiy Bonap.(not Brhem:)—=Sech intz's Sandpiper,
Yarrell) Gowld, and modarn British authors.—Like
the two last, this bird is,very rara to our fauna, one
British specimen anly being oa record, kitied near
Stake Heathein'Shropshire, and preserved in the
collection of Sir Rowland. Hill. This was made
known to the public by Mr. Eyton, in his fauna 3
the above mentioned county, We hare very little
kuowledge of its distribution in Europe, and cinsider
America as its stron,éhold ; and though, from the ac-
counts of American writers, fhe species does not ap-
pear very uncommon in that country, yet gpecimens
are obtained with difficulty in England, and, on this -
aceount, we have to borrow our description.» They
appear fo extend to the Arctic Circle on the one side,
and. to Florida on tho other; but their regular breed-
ing stations haye not hitherto been marked. By the
Prince of Canino they aze soid to * frequent marshy
ghores, and the horders of lakes and brackish waters.
They are very social even in the breeding time, and
are then by no means,shy, During autume, they join
company even with different birds, and becoe yery
wild. Their form rqembler} that of Tringa alpina,
but is more feeble.”t Andubon again says, I have ,
always found these birds gentle, and less shy than
any other species of the genus; they fly at a consider-
able height with ripidity, deviating alternately to
cither #ide, and plutge towards the ground in a

* Aunnis of Nat, Hist, it p 53. 4 Bomap. Contlm iv, p.75.
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manner somewhat resembling that of the solitary !
Sandpiper”® - The sune ornithologists dee«:ripﬁan{
is as follows :—¢ Bill and feet dusky; iris brown;
the general colour of the upper parts brownish-
black, each feather edged vith yellowish-grey ; the
scapular with light* red ; wing-coverts freyish-
brown, the shafts black; primary and secondary
coverts tipped with white;“quills brownish-grey,
duzkek *owards the tips, the inner primaries;, nnd
outer seconcarics, more or less edged and fipped
with White ; tail-coverts white, with a dusky spot,
excepting the two central, which are blackich, with
a few greyish-white Tharkings; tail-feathers light l.‘
grey, the two middle brownish-black towards the |
ends ; sides of the head, fore neck, anterior part of
the bréast; and sides, greyishawhite, with small Jan-
ceolate central browpish-black spots; rest of the
Tower parts white. Length seven and one-twelfth
inches; tavsus eleven-twelfthe of an inch.t Mr.
Yarrell's specimeh, recoived from America, is noted
at ix inches and ahalf,

* O Dicg. dii. p. 520, Om. Biog, iil. p, 530.

a a
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: HIMANTOPUS.

Tugse appear to be an enumeration of nll the
species of true Tringd now knawn to frequent snit-
able localitios in the DBrivish Islands, or to be_met
with s’ occasional stragslers ‘along their “shores ;
mnny parts of their history are yet incomplete, to-
gether with their range of distribution, and hoth are
waorthy of the attention of oun ornhologists, * Tué
remarkable bird which we place next, has an alliance
with the Seolopacidiy, sufficient, by preference, to
place it among them, particularly by its resemblance
to the Totani and Tringe, Vot in form and habits,
and leading, by means of a curious New Holland
%ird figured by Mr. Gould, to the Avosets, it assists
to form one point of eahnexion between the Gralla-
tores and truly aquatic birds. .

Hiraxrorys, Bris.— Generic charactors.—Bill
long, slender, rount, drawn %o a fine point;
tip of the mandible slightly bending over thae
of the maxilla (bill sometimes sightly turned
upwards) ; nostrils linear, elongatedy removed
from the base; wings very long,and pointed ;
tibize and tarsi wery long and slender, the for-
mer naked for the greater part of their whole
length ;. feet proponionnlly ssmally tlu'oq.‘.oe»,
outer and middle connected by a broad wem-
brane, which diminisheg “between the middle
and inner; claws small, inner edges dilated.

Types, H. melanopleris, loucoeephalid, &e, —
Cosmopelite. X < ;

-. X
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8 THE DLACK-WINGED STILT.

'

Himantopuz prelanopierss,
= . « PLATE XVIIL

Charwdrius himantopus, Pens,, Mont., §e—~Himantopus
melsnopteras of modern antlors. — Echasse & mantcau
oy, Temm,—Long-legyed Plover, or Black-winged Stilt
of British autlors, "

This bird has been known as an occasional visis

tant to Britain since the time of Sibbald. It has
oceurred at rare intervals in the three kingdoms,
and seems to have been met with both in the low
fenny districts of England, aid on the mountains
of Scotland, either singly, or, as in the case of
those mentioned irf the History of Selborne, in
small flocks of five or six. Representing species,
closely alied, but distinet, have beon discovered in
the other quar‘ers of the world, and in New Hol-
Jand ; and, perbaps, have beer sometimes taken for
the British bird, giving to it a range more extended

toa ¢ in reality has. On good authorities, however, .

we have given to it Indin,® Java t and Japan My,

Yarrell mentions, thot the Zoologieal Socicty pos.

sess specimens from Trebizond ; and in the gouth of
* Colone! Sykes, 4+ De. Hopfield, 2 Tomninek.

.
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Europe it is perhaps also a visitant, but its real, or

» any abundant locality, doés not appear to be well
ascertained. The time of their appearance in Britain
varics, though it is gencrallf in spring or winter;
that, ho\vcver, from wifich lh‘. “Yarrell dqn'nd his
drawing, as well as another, yyere procured in the
London market, during-the month of July. A
curious "habit was poticed By the Rev. R. Lubboclj,
in a specimen killed in Norfelk :-~* Wher shot it
was standing in a shallow pool of witer, pid-leg
deep, apparently seapping at insects in the gir as
they buzzed ronnd it,"*

An African specimen hefore us is in length to
the end of the fail, fourteen inches, to the extremity
of the centre claws, nineteen; the unfeathered part
of the tibim is two inches and three-quarters in
lengih, the tarsus four and ore-quarter ; the whole
plumage, except the wings and centre of the back
or mantle, is pure ywhite, shghtly tinted with grey
on the occiput, and having-the centre tail-feathers
of a pale broccoli-brown ; the t3il, in this specimer,
iz slightly forked, the outer feathers éxceeding the
others more than ont fourth of an inch ; “thg under
coverts equal the tail m length ; thes centre of the
back and tertinls approach nearest in fint to dark
clove-brown, glossed with green ; the whole of the *

Wwings are rich glossy-black with green I'Cﬂcf’ ons;

the legs and feet gre deseribed to be pinkf afd
\cnmhon-rcd +¥ in the young birds orange.
* Yaouell, ik p. 561, * Yarrell 1.%lby.



AVOSETS.
ForrowiNg Himantopus may stand the Avosets,
Recurvirostra, Linnweus, a Bmited series of birds of

grallatorial form aad hahbits, but having the pal-
mated feet of a natatorial or aquatic species.

Recunvirostia, Linnwus.—Generic characters.
~—Bill gradually bending upwards, long, slen-
der, subulate, depressed {or the whole length,
becoming thin and weak, almost flexible to-
wards the tip; nostrils basal, long, linear,
semi-lateral ; legs long and slender, great purt
of the tibim-naked ; toes in front united by &
membrane occupying two-thirds of their length,
hind toe minutes artienlated on the the tarsus ;
wings long, somewhat pointed.

Type, R. avosetta, Ameritana. Europe, Asix,
Africa, America."

+ Note—Plumage,"in colours departing from the
- Seolopucidar, no seasonal change, breed inland,

mmully gregarious in winter, do not naturally
swim, -

»



THE AYOSET.
» L 3 o]
Reenrvivosira avoretlia, ‘Lx‘s&xm.
o

PLATE XXL R
a

.
Reécurvirostta nvoceldn, Livn—~L'nvocette, Buf—Avovette
4 nuque noire, Temu,— Avoset or Scooping Avoset of

Hritish authors, =
»

_\Tuw bird, also of a very remarkable form, is of more
frequent occurrence with us than the last, breeding
in some of the fenny districts. Their stafions, how-
ever, are fast decreasing, and. the bird in England
may be considered as'becoming more rare year after
year.  Mr Yarrell rtates, that some years since,
more than twenty specimens were seen in Leaden-
hall market within ong montl?; but, lately, ther
have been much less frequent, the st heard of
being in the spring-of 1837, In Scollagyd, we
lave the authority of alr. Selby and Df. Flemingt
for saying, that they sometimes occur ; but we have
never had the satisfaction of meeting with it. By ~
Mr, Thompson, it is aid to be-a rare visitp=. in
Treland.  In Europg it is found on varions parts of

* Yarrell, il p. 556, . )
4+ British Antmnls, p. l(‘l. “ Resident in England, u'umg-
gler in Seotiand” 2

-
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&

. the continent, though not generally ,(i‘mndxmg R

_ktates it to be common. Out of Europe, we ! oy
rectived it from Africa. By Mr, Gould it is stated 16"
be Todidn, and Mr. Jerdan inclides it in his Catas
logue of Birds belonging to the Peninsula of Tndia,*
Stating it to range as'fur south as Madras, though it
“does not appear to be any where frequent, The liabits
#'this bird arve curions £0 faras they are known,

“and when taken in Feference to its station among
the Grallatores. They Trequent the banks of rivers
or estuaries, and feed on aquatic life in various
forms's and we have little doubt, that the structure of|
the Bill'is adapted for seeking some peenliar Kinds !
of prey. They are said to wade about the slmllb'@-
pools or eoft mud, but do not attempt to swim, or
to use their feet if placed beyond their depth, these
webbed members showirg dpparently a repetition of
form only, without the use of it heing applied, cx-
cept in so fiur ns.it may assict as a support in soft or
oozy ground. Tn their breeding they resemble the
Seolopacida. being marsh birds, and flying around
clamorously, with the legs ontstretehed of dangling,
as seen in many of the Zoteni during the season of
incubation. .

The length of a specimen o1’ the European Avoset
from Afriea, now before us; to the end of the tail,
is efshteen inches, and to the extremity of the
stretched-out legs twenty-one cnd a-half; the whale
colouring is & mark.d aud Aistinet Variegation of

* Jordan, p. 210,
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Black and white; the. forehead, ‘erown above the
eves, and back of the neck, for about two-thirds of
its length downwards, the outer scapulars, shoul-
dert, middle wingecoverts antl quills, are black, of
a deeper tint on the wings, and on the head and
wings slightly tipted with grefjish-brown ; the other
parts of the plumage arc pure w lite ; the bill black,
resembling towards itk tip"a narrow stripe of th]
whalebone ; the legs and fect lﬂmsh-grey The
young birds are describedsas having the blagk por-
tions of the plamaga tinted with brown, thaton the
hiead extending a little past fhe nape ; the scapulars
and dark wing-coverts edged with reddxsl; brown.
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TURNSTONES,

Tie Turnstone is dnother insulated form, which
wilk hold its plnéc in the present family 5 in its
manners it most wrearly resembles the Trings, while
in its periodical changes it agrees with neither them
nor the plovers, farther than irethe breeding colours
being black and red. ¢ The structure of the feet leads
us to the plovers or Charadriade. The British
bird, haying a wide geographieal range, is the only
gpecies known, i
STREPSILAS [LLIGER.— Genoric characters.—DBill, .
in the forms of an elongated cone, strong at
the base, and on the culmen rather flattened,
the maxilla from the angle ascending ; nostrils
nearly basal, linear, pervious. Wings long, and
nearly as in Tringa. Legs feathered nearly
to the tarsal joint, stx"ong; toes bordered with
» & narrow memvrane ; hinder toe articulated on
the tarsus, and only touching the ground with
the point. -
Type, S. ieterpres (only species known.)  Cos-
mopolite. .
Note.—Breeds on rocks under cover of bhrush or
“herbage ; colours of the summer seasonal change.
‘red and black, lower parts continuing purs

white. . 2
.

o
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THE “TTURNSTONE. .
- Y .. 2 .
Strepwilas iglerpres, LEACH,
- - -
PLATE XX. » o b pd

Tringa intorpres, Linn. — Stripsilas interpres, Lok — Lo
Tourne pitre a Collier, Temm—(Trings morinella, L.
—Hebridal Sundpiper,—Sgnonyms of the young or first
plumage,)}—Tutnstone ¢ Sca Dotterel of Rritieh authors.

Tup Turnstone is only a wister visitant to the
DBritish Isles. It breeds in the north of Europe and
in the cold latitudes of bothhemispheres, migrating
late in spring from"this country, and returmning again
with its brood in Atgust. From the time of its re-
turn, during the winter anfl in early spring, it may
be found in small parties alonf the shores, frequent-
ing chiefly those parts where there are jutting-out
ledges of rock, or®tle smaller rocky.i§fuwls ; and
being somewhat local in its habits, particular places
are seldom withoumit. It feeds on nearly the same
substances as the Zringe and Maritime Dotterels’_
but, as the name implies, it *actively tugms "over
the small stones and other bodies on the feeding
ground in search O’S prey ; end, it is probable, that
this is more confined to the particular animals
that hide or live under cover. J'he flight is rapid,
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and a shrill peculiar whistle is uftered during it, or
when suddenly startled, which casily betrays its pre-
sence if associated with the sandpipers or dotterels.
We have frequently shijt the yourg and adult states
of the bird on the shores of the Solway, and on the
Isle of May and otker'rocky islands in the Frith of
Forth. In Angust, the plunage of the old birds has
lost its brilliancy ; but, "towarde spring, we have
met with' them in’ great beauty and richness; and
we believe théy are frequently brought in this state
to the poulterers in London. No authentic account
of its breeding in our islands has been given, but
Dr. Fleming states,  Fron haying scen this species
at all seasons in Zetland, 1 conclude that it breeds
there.™ My, Hewitson discovered it breeding on g
rocky islets'on the coast of Norway ; the nest © was
placed ngainst o ledge of the rock, and consisted of
nothing more thun the dropping leaves of the juni-
per bush ; under a creeping bidnch of which, the
eggs, four in numtier, wvere'snugly concealed, and
admirally sheltered flom the many storms by which
these bleak amil exposed rocks are visited, allowing
Just sufficiznt yoom for the bird to cover them. We
afterwards fourd several more nests with little dif-
ficulty, although requiring a very close search.”

The extra European range is very extensive :—
nu;»iing in Northern Europe, as we have seen from
the préceding extract from Hewitson's Beautiful
Oology, it incubates also within and around the
Arctie Cirele ;1 has been met with in the Straits of

& Dritish Animale, p, 111, % Dz, Richardaon,
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Magellan,* Cape of Good Hope,t Peninsula of In-
dia, * at the Tank at Jaulnah, two hundred miles
inland, and as far southward as Madras,"$ Japan,
Moluccas, New ,Guinea,§ “New Holland, || and i3
well known to 'the vrnitholdgists of the United
States. We have received tlie ¥oung states from the
island of Tobago. ~

Thv adult breedilg plimage in the 'I'umstous,‘ is
beautifully vriegated withdlack, white, und chest-*
nut. The forehead, eye-byows, around the m}riwlnm,
lower part of the hack and upper tail-coverts, throat,
helly, vent, and under tail-coverts, are pure white;
the crown of the head is®black, and is relieved by
the edges of the feathers being yellowish; but the
auricular feathers, streak frop the base of the
maxilla stretching down the neck, swirounding the
white of the throat, apd oceupying the whole breast
(the white of thether lower parts running up in
the centre to a poimt) and the rump, deep black;
the back, scapulars, 'gmd-]onrtertials, are varied
with deep black and clear #rownish-orange, seme
of the feathers being entirely of eitlr colour, while
others have the biesal half, or the shafteonly, black,
and these colours do not seem to ke Hlisposed regu-
larly, or the same §n different specimens; the ou-te'r
margios of the scapulars are narrowly edged with
white, which mixes conspicuously in tlxs Sencral

* Darwin. - + . Dr. Smith,

2 Jordan, Madran Joun). of Scienee, July, 10, p. 21

§ Temminek,

2 Yarrell, Specimens in Museum of Linnes® Soticty,
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mass ; the wings are dark brownish-black, the
secondaries with o broad white tip forming a bar
across the wing, the base of the outer webs of
the last quills are also white, showing a triangular
spot adioining to the bar; the shafts of the quills
are broad, and are Yighit coloured in the centre,
darker at the base, losing themselves in the same
colonr as the feathers towards the tip; thé tail
is tipped with white, i= then crossed by a broad
dark band, and is again white at the base, the latter
colour being greater in extent as the feathers reach
the outside, and on the last the bar 1$ not more than
half an ineh in Dbreadth; the upper tail-coverts lie
over the tail, so as to conceal the whole of the basal
white, and make it appear entirely dark with a
white tip; tne feet and legs dire bright orpiment
nr.'mge. . ~ 7,

In the young of the year the upper parts, with
the exception of the lower part uf the back, rump,
and upper tail-covéfis, ure dark hair-brown, the
tips and edges of the feathers paler, tinged with
yeilowish ; beldw, all the dark parts of the neck and
breast are =imilarly coloured, and the quills and
tail are of a browvner shade; the legs dull yellow.
Among the small parties which are met with, how-
¢or, birds of intermediate shade occur, and may
pe sees with every gradation of change, from the
adule to the less marked state of the young.



.
PHALAROPES.

Tae nekt form we have to notice is that of the Pha-
laropes or Natatortal Sandpipers, a group of ;yery
limited ‘extent, but showing beagifully a cdhmection
of their own sub-family, bgth with the Natatores, and
with the more aquatie members of the Rallida. Their
form is that of the true Tringg, bt their feet%shod
an advance to the webbed structure, Iy the naked
fringes lining the toes, while their plumage “some-
what resembles that of the aquatic birds by its
compactness. The scasonal® changes ave from grey
to red or chestnut. They are chiefly notthern in
Yocality, breed on the sea shores, and freely swim
or take to the water, 8ccasionally roamirg to some
distance from shore. Tyvo genera have been given
to these birds by moflern writers ; we shall give the
charactexs of both ; but it is probable that they may
with propriety be resolvid into offf. ~
%N . .

Puavanorus, Brieson, — Generic Garacters, —
Bill nearly angsdar at ths base, and swong, de-
prressed ; mandibld dilated tomardg fhe tip, after-
seards rather sugdenly accuminated, and at the
point deflected over: the maxilla, grooved. for the
whole length ; tongue shorts Wunt at the tag
nostrils nearly, basal, somi-lateral, oral ur-
rounded by a membra.u'e + wings of mean
length, and as iR Tringa, small spurious quill,
pointed and possgssing rigidi.ty; leg$ compa-
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mass ; the wings are dark brownish-black, the
secondaries with a broad white tip forming a bar
across the wing, the base of the outer webs of
the last quills are also white, showing a triangular
spot adjoining to the'bar; the shafts of the quills
are broad, ‘and are Ygfit coloured in the centre,
darker at the base, losing themselves in the same
colour as the feathers totvardd the tip; the tail
is tpped with white, i3 then crossed by a broad
dark band, and'is again whjte at the base, the latter
colour being greater in extent as the feathers reach
the outside, and on the last the bar is not more than
half an inch in breadth ; “the upper tail-coverts lie
over the tail, 50 as to conceal the whole of the basal
white, and make it appear entirely dark with a
white tip’; the feet and legs dre bright orpiment
orange, . DA :

In the young of the year the “upper parts, with
the exception of the lower part of the back, ramp,
and upper tail-covéres, are dark hair-hrown, the
tipg and edges of thes feathers paler, tinged with
. yellowish ; below, all the dark parts of the neck and
breast are dimilarly coloured, and the quills and
tail areof a bfosyner shade ; the legs dull yellow,
Among the small parties which are met with, how-
every birds of intermediate shade oceur, and mg
e siyz with every geadation of change, from the
adule to the less marked state of the young.

-
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PHALAROPES.

Tire nekt form we have to notice is that of the Pha-
laropes or Natatorial Sandpipers, a group of very
limited extent, but showing beaufifully a cohnection
of their own sub-famil v, both with the Natatores, and
with the more aquatjc mernbiers of the Rallida. Their
form is that of the true Z'rings, but their feetshow
an advanee to the webbed structure, by the naked
fringes lining the toes, while their plumage some-
what resembles that of the aquatic birds by its
compactness.  The seasonal” changes are from grey
to ved or chestnut. They are chiefly northern in
lacality, breed on the sea shores, and frecly swim
or take to the water, occasionally roaming to some
distance from shore. Two genera have been given
to these birds by modern writers; we shall give the
characters of both ; but it is probable that they may
with propriety be resolyéd info oie.
L i v
PHALAROPUS, Brisson. — Generio characters. —
Bill nearly angular at the base, andsirong, de-
pressed ; mandibls dilated tomards Gie tl';;, afler-
wards rather suddenly acouminated, and at the
point deflected over the maxilla, grooved. for the «
whols length ; tongue shorty blunt at the iz,
nostrils nearly basal, semi-lateral, oval, sui-
rounded by a membraye ; wings of mean
length, and as ifi Tringa, small spurious quill,
pointed and possessing ﬁgidilty; legs compa-
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ratively short; tibie naked for a short space |
above the tarsal joinut; tarsus somewhat com- 4
pressed ; toes before, at the buse, connected,
and on their edges fringed with a lobed mem-
brane ; hallux slender; nakéd.

" Type, P. lobatur. * Northern Europe, the Aretic
Circele, Northern Asia.

Nots. — Breed on the'sea shore; swim, und ven-

‘ture far out to s~a ; undergo a seasonal change.

The second form was’ snparated by Cuvier, under
the title of Lobipes, and contains two species, that of
Britain, and an American bird, L. Wilsonii, givew”
also in ofnithological works, under the titles of
¢ Frenatus"* and “ Incanust In L. Wilsonii, the
the form of the hill is intermddiate, heing straight,
depressed for its whole length, and slightly dilated
towards the tip ;"\he tarsi 4re remarkably flattened,
and with the wholc leg and foot are proportionally
more glendet’than in L. Ayperborea; the lobed mem-
brane to-the toes is also less broadly developed.
1 o«

Loniess, Cuvier, — Generic characters. — Bill
proportionally longer than in Phalaropiea, slen-

"=t der, straight, grooved; depressed for half ics
* {tngth, at the tip subulate. the mandible there '

slightly deflexed, nostrils lateral, basal, sur.

# Temminek, pl. eolor.
4+ Jardine and Sclby, 1lust, of Ornith,
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rounded by a membrane; tongue slender and
pointed ;* tarsi very much flattened ; other
parts as in Phalaropus.

Types, L. kyperboyea, Wilsorii. Northern Europe,
North and Arétic America, ranging to tl)e bor-
ders of the Southern Contirent.

Note. — Habits, and, fo a certain extent, the
changes of Phplaropus; “ breeds in swampy
situations close to the wager’s edge."t

* Sclby. ’ + Daun.
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Phalaropus Iolx':"mn,, LaTaaar,
o

© PEATE xIX.

1

Phalaropus lohatus, Lath. Ind.—P. platyrhynchus, Zemm,—
Girey and Rod-toat-foqted Trings, Edw. (wint. and sum. /
plum. }—Grey Phalurope of modern British authors. \

Sercness of the Grey Phalarope are now obtained””
in various localities, almost &very autumn and win-
ter, 5o that, although they.cannot be accounted of
frequent occurrence, they art not considered so
valuable to collectors as gome of the Tringa we
have already hadSecasion o describe. Mr. Yarrell
mentisns many insances of its occurrence in the
south ; and one or two, killed on the eastern shores
of the north of England, have been seen by our-
selves. In S<otland, specimiens are also at times
brought in to collectors, and o few have come under
our notice freshly killed, both from the Frith of
Fuith and from the Solway, all during winter, or
when' they had attained their, complete or nearly '
complete grey plumage.  This; indeed, is the most
frequent dress in which they are met with in Dri-
tain, a few specimens being killed in autumn when
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)
they are in an intermediate state, or in the plumage
ot the young. TIn Ireland, Mr. Thompson states it
to be “agrare but oceasional autnmmal visitant.”
In Europe it also occlirs sparingly,  chiefly towards
the north ;, but its true and proper range seems to
be near the Arctic Circle, or in very northern lati-
tudes, Iceland and Greenland, &c. Tt is mentioned
by nearly all the Arétic voyagers as frequenting
many of the groups of islunds visited by them, where
they weore often found breeding. Siberia and (he
north of Asia are also given to it by Pennant.

So far as they have been obsarved on our coasts,
their manners have somewhst resembled those. of
he sandpipers, exhibiting a little less activity, and
being oceasionally seen swimming about the pools
on the shore. Marine life of various kinds supplies
them witl, nourishment.. Tn the northern latitudes
they are frequently met with far out at sea, in one
instance out of sight of fmul ; and 1r 33 for the cap-
ture of the immense profunion‘bf minute animals
which crowd the Arctic waters, that we believe the
more devclnpe(l strncture of the hill is pro'ri\le'd-'

Ini the plumage ofthe.hneeding 500800, & ;{peciuen
before us from Arctic America, has the® sides and
fore part of the neck, ahd entire under parts, Pf i
deep and uniform brownish-orauge, of an opaque
appearance from the dense and compact pature of |

@ * e Aidubon found thom gregarions (during winter), on
the Oljo, swinming along the margin, and picking up

of Erasses 3 nlsn at sea, far from land, assembling in hur-dreds,
on Lanks of sca-weed. They proved excellent eating,

'
5
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the plumage ; above, and behind the eye, is a broa
streak of pale sienna-yellow; the throat is :
greyish-black ; the erown running in & peint to the
occiput, is very deep clove-lfrown; the centre of
the brek, running sliglftl_\r upon the back of the
neck, is deep blackish-brown, each feather broadly
edged with sienna-yellw ; the tail of a cuneated
- form, is clove-brown ; the wings of the same tint,
darker on the quills, which have strong broad white
shalts; the secondaries are broad] y tipped with white,
forming a conspicuous bar across the wing , the bill
appears to have beer. yellow, deep browa ut the tip,
legs and feet of the same colour, probably a slightly
duller tint. TIn another specimen, from the sumg®
locality, the lower parts are not nearly so intense or
uniform in their tint, and the dark crown has the
feathers broadly edged with rufous-orange, almost
entirely destroying the dark appearance seen in that
part of the ot'or specimen.” In the winter state, the
plumage has a beautifully chaste appearance; the
* forchesd, crown of the head (in its other state so
dark), the throat, and all the under parts, pure
while; the occiput desce :d}ng for some way down
the nape and the auriculurs greyish-black ; the back
and scapulars chaste bluisH-grey, the shafts of the
- feathers appearing darker, and each being narrowly
edged with pale yellowish-white: the wings as\in
the summer state, but of a Coeper tint, and on
shoulders having e feathers broadly edged wi), "
white. In a specimen killed on the Solway in g
beginming of winter, the above colours have been
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llenrly perfected, but upon the baek, nape, and
crown, several dark feathers intermixed with grey,
and having rufous edges, still remain ; the wings are
of a docp tint, and “the long tertials are broadly
edged with white; the bill, in this specimen, i3
entirely black:  Our plate repro:ents both states of
plumage.

Dr. Richardson has hinted at the existence of
two species of broad or flat-billed Phalaropes, differ-
ing materially in the size and length of the bills.®
We give the dimensions of the birds before us, to

mduce comgarizon :—

No. 1. No, 2.
: { Total lungth rather morethan 8 i
= g, ‘V’n" POTRIEN Capeisres "15 5"0
.‘Eg Bill ... 1 s |
Tm“! ........................ I’a 1’6
g . [Total length .. .cciieeiiiianniasns 8
BE E Wing gt ............................ 4%
§§3 BNy AT W %
Tersug? Lo LA A .y
=% : [Totallength ............ i -
24938 Wing....g.t.l.‘.... cerviness 4 9 Jines.
ExgBill ... o 11 lings tovictus
£5 FUTAOSS covesconsannronss 10 lines.

" Tug RBD ~NECKED PHALAROPE, PHALARQPRYS
« (Lomwrs) nyerrsones.— Lobipes hyperborea, Cuo.
\~ Phalaropus hyperboveus, Luth., Temm., etc.—
Red Lolefoot, Red Phalarope, or Rcd-mahl. Pha-
* Pauna Boreali- Americana Birds, VL 406-9.
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larope of British sorifers.— This small specied,
typical of the second form, possesses most of ¢
habits of the last, swimming with fuacility; it is
also, according to Audubon, regarious in winter,
and ir found in large flocks, far from land, on the
banks of sea-wéed. It breeds near to the water’s
edge, but in wet plages or marshes, on_sonie tuft
or-hillock of llcrbnge It Has been oceasionslly
procured in the English countics as far north as

No:thumberland, buy not nearly so frequently ns
thc last; and although it is said to be more com-
monly found in Scotland, we huve never met with
a freskly killed specimen. It is known, however,
to be tolerbly frequent, and to breed on seviral™
of the Orknes Islands, particularly Sanda and
North Ronaldshaw.

We borrow Mr." Sclby’s deseription of the dif-
ferent states, and add tlmt of & spedimen procured
for us by one.» the whale Shlps, and taken, =o far
as we could lcam, on the island of Disco. ** Crown
of the head, nape, and hinder part of the neck,
sides of the breast, and streak behind the cyes,
ash grey; sides of the nsck murked with an irre-
gular pateh of orange-brown ; throat, middle of
the breast, and all the under parts, white, except
the flanks, which are dashed with ash-grey ; buck
and scapulars bluck, the feathers deeply mnrgm‘ d
with ash-grey and reddish-brown mnmwvm..
blackish-grey, the greater ones torminated Wiu”’
white, nnd forming & bar across the wings; th
two middle Pathers black; the rest deep ash-grey,
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margined with whité; bill black, legs and toes
greenish-groy.”

In the winter state, the description is taken
from a bird killed in Northumberland. * Fore-
head white, tinged with cinereous; crowr of the
head, streak behind the eyes, and list down the
back of the neck, blackigh-grey; chin, throat,
middle of the belly, abdomen, and middle tail .
coverts, white, with a slight pinkish tinge. Sides
of the neck and breast grey, with a faint blush of
purplish-red ; back, scapulars, and wing-coverts,
black, the feathers of the former deeply edged with

~yellowish-brown, nnd the greater wing-coverts

“baving their tips white, forming a distinet bar
across the wings; mid(!lu feathers’of the tail black,
margined with yellowish-browu, the rest ush—{,rl'o,\';
margined with white.”* Obr Arctic specimen
had the crown, nape, and auriculars, clove‘-btow:!h
on the first and second mixed with, greyish-white
and rufous; the throut, neck, and entire under,
parts, pure white, on the fnmvpnrt of the neck,
and sides of the breast, having traces of clove-
brown nnd rufous; bohind the aurienlars, and
running down each side of the neck, tile red streak
of the complete summdr plumage is indicated ; the
back and upper parts are umber-brown, mixed
with feathers having ochreous edges, and with the
dark groy plumage cdged with white intermixed ;

the quills dark brownish-black.

* Selby, ii. p, 167-8.
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Tue next form, or that of the Curlews, which we
have placed last, remmds and leads us back to
that of .the 'lantalulw or lbm which we saw in
the single British representative ﬁg'urod on our
Plate X They are, like them, also birds of con-
siderable size; are ohiefly maritime, except during
the season of incubation ; and, at that time; return
to the wildsubalpine pastures, the prairies or step-
pes of their respective countries, where their wild
notes nre often the gnly interruption that breaks
the stillness of these beyron tracts. We have them
distributed over the world, though most nbundnnt :
in temperate regions.

Numestus,~—Generis charactors.—Bill very long,
slender, slightly comprassed, curyed, the tip,
nearly ronnd, havd; the mandible projeot-
ing over the mdxilla; nostrils linear, lateral ;
faea feathered; wings rather long, pointed;
spurious quill rigid; legs proportionally, of
middle length; tibis; bare for some length
above che tarsal jomt- foet rather small;
toes before connetted ky a basal membrane;
hallux amculntcd above the phnc of the
othoers,
'l‘)pes, N. arquata, longivostris, &c. Cosmopolite
Nots. — Maritimwe and gregarious in wm:er.\
breed inland ; are clamorous when their nest
is intruded upon. No seasonal change.
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. COM.\IO-.:{ CURLEW. :
Numenive gnpi.ag:, LATIAM.
PLATE XXi1.

Numeniua, ll'i!lnmh.;scolopax arquats, Linn.—Numonios
arquatn, Lath, Selby, Yarrell, §o.— Common Curlew o
British authors, L .

Tur Common Curlew, during summer, or in the
season of incubation,®is o frequent inkabitaut of
all the subalpine pastures and pastoral districts
of Britain, often descending to the borders af
gultivation, uud even depositing its eggs among
the young grain. In the nerth-ur Scotland, they
extend over all the wild courtry in many parts
stretching mile after mile in extent, and affording
fitting nurseries for-them and a few aliisd birds.
They reach also to ‘the Orkney and Shetland
Islands, breeding in, both localitics. About the
time of their arrival, their clear shrill whistle may
be heard, passing high over head to their sumrier
haunts, which are soon betrayed when approached,
by the birds, even at an early season, meeting the
intruder,  When the'breeding stations have been
taken up, the solitary moors will be seen, ut carly
s
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daswn in motion with the birds—we believe the
malés — rigsing aloft widh a slow ascent, stu'ling-!
along; and uttering their shrill quivering whistlo
peculiar to this season; or both will meet any
stranger with noisy screnms, beating at him, and
approsching within u few yurds, Ifthey have been
unnoyed or fired at, their usual wariness overcomes
't‘-heir_other instinets, and, wlthough they ‘may ap-
proach with the sama screams, they are careful to
keep out of harm’s way, and will retire to some
eminence, whence, when approached, they will run
and skulk, ns if to decoy away the intruder, The
nest is placed on some dry part of the moor or tufg
in the moss; we have found them also in a furrow
of fallow land, ¢r of newly sown oats; and it is
simply a nollow, smoothed by the bird, having in
some instances a fow, grassps, or other leaves lining
the bottom. In some districts the young are sought
after about the time they asz able to fly, and are
considered oxeelteut cating. We have oecasionally
shot them before the pointers, <o late s the 12th of
August ; these were, however, late broods, as about
this perial, or very soon after, they have entirely left
the moors, and raturned to the sea shores, whence,
during the influx of the tidg they travel inland,
and rest in the pastures or meadows, regularly re-
tumning to foed with the ebbing waters. Though
ni t distance, they seem instinotively to know thg
proper time, and wg have often observed them
commencing to réturn almos. to o minute, the firs
birds appearing when certajn marks first began to
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be visible above the receding tide, During a flizht
ofo any distance, or in migration, they fly in a
wedge form, at times skimming low above the
waters dr shore, at others high over head; and if
the first party is nldrmed, and gives notice by their
seream, the next in succession will deviate rrom the
track, uttering the same alarm note, as if fora
warning=1o their followers.” The Common Curlew
is also found in various parts of the European Con=
tineat, extending northward, as n sumpner visitant,
to Norway and Sweden, nnd is found in the Faroe
Isles and Lecland, where it even oceasionally win-
ters.® It was seen at Smyria by Mr. Strickland ;
_South Africa is given to it-by Dr. Smith; and
Ohina and Nipaul by Mr. Gould. Continental
India possesses spechmens from the catdlogues of
Elliot and Jerdan ; but in thnt of the lastn single
specimen only is mentioned to have been obtained.
We possess specimens from Scuthorn Africa, vory
nearly resombling European bircs; they have the
axillary feathers in every specimen pure white
A specimen from Chinn appears to present somo
differences, which farther comparisons ‘caly ean
give waight to. The rnge, however, of this bird,
has been much overrated, from the similarity of
allied species, which a close examination only can
detect. Tt is representod in America by the Mo
longirastris. 2
The head, neck, and breast, e of a tint of ycl-
lowish wood-brown vr ochreous, varying in 1o~
* Yarrell. U

)
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tensity, and baving the shafis of the fenther
umber-brown, which bioadens out at the base
the feathers, and forms narrow trinngular doshes!
or streaks of that colour; they belly, vent, under
tailzcoverts, nnd flanks, are. pure white, on the
upper. part of the belly and flanks, dashed with
brown; the upper parts are deep elove-lrown,
glossed with purple, huying: the feathers margined
‘and eut into with groyish and yellowish-white :
the lower yart of the back white, with tha shufis
of the feathers forming marked streaks ; the quills
are clove-brown, glossed with purple, and cut into
half across on the iner webs with white nenrly
in the form of bars; the axillary feathers are
barred, as in the snipes, sometimes elouded with
hair-brown ; the tail is white, distinctly barred
with clove-brown, the edges of the bars irregular,
often clouded and tinted with reddish-white: bill
at the tip deep-brown, shading into pink or tile-
red townrds the uase, particularly on the masille
it gften varies considerably in length,—legs and
feet a tint uf greenish-lead colour or bluish-grey.

.

1
Tue Wimseer, Nuamsigs PHEORUS.— Seolopan
pheopus, Linn, — Numenivs pheopus, Lath, Ind.,
and modern ornithologiste.—The Wi imbrel or Whip, .-
tre; Curlers of British authors,~The Whimbrﬂ:\
though pretty generally diffused, is not nearly gy |
common as the Curlew, anG is pot found breed.

ing except in the extrome Jorth of Scotland, ap-
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pearing chiefly on our ehorcs in «prmn, autumn,
yand winter, or more inland, as a casual passenger,
during /its passage to or from its breeding sta-
tions. On the shoves of the forth of England and
south of Seotland, they are commonly to be met
with in’ autumny or winter, in zmall pames, and
are at once betrayed, among a flock of Curlews, by
their pabulinr notes  According to sevoral uuthqk-
rities,® they breed in the Grkneys mxd in some
of the Shetland Islands,.and they were seen in
Sutherlandshire, on the banks of Lochshin, in
June, but neither nest nor eges were discovered.
Wae onee shot a pair of Wi umbr«lq«m w sult marsh,
on the Ross in Kirkeudbrightshire, in June, which
appeared as if” breeding, though no nest could be
found. In Ireland, Mr. Thompson states that it
is “a regular spring visitant in passage north-
ward, and returns in autumn in much smaller
numbers,”t  In Burbpe, it is fornd in the more
northern parts.  Out of Eutope, Temminck gives
India to it, as do also Messrs. Jerdan and ‘Elliol,
the latter stating that it is * found eéverywhere
along the sea shore and mouths of Jarge’ rivers.”
Mr. Gould states Himalaya as a locality ; and it is

probably found in North Africa,

In the colouring and marking of the plumage,
the Whimbrel very closely resemibles the Curlew,
the upper parts being eh'ules of hair and clow—
brown, the foeathers mn.rmod with white and

* Dr. Fleming, Salmon, Hewitsom Nell, &p.,
+ Thompson, MSS
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ochreous white;: the crown, however, is divided |
along the centre by a streak of paler colour, oq‘n.{
sioned by the feathers being broadly edgpd with |
white, while on each side theg have scarcely any
paleedging, but form patches of dark hair-brown ;
the white on the fower part of the buck runs fur-
ther up than in the Curléw ; the chin is.white nnd
mspotied ; the cheeks, neeky and whole under
parts are also pure white, but thickly and broadly
dashed with hair-brovn, the markings on the
flanks and upper parts of the belly assaming the
form of irregular barg; the vent and under tail-
coverts only being unspotted, except the appear- )
ance of the hair-like dark shafis; the axillary ‘
fenthers barred with hair-brown: the eentre taile
feathers are pale hair-brown, barred with a darker
shade, the tint becowning paler and more hroken
up towards the outside, where the gronnd-colour
is nearly pure white; the Ill is decp blackish-
brown, tile-red at the base of the mnxilla; the
lags and feet are bluish-grey, rather more stout
and proportionally shorter than in the Curlew.
The ahove is nearly the colsuring of the male bird
stated previcasly to have been killed near Kirk-
cudbright. In the fomale, slot at the sameo time,
the pale tints are all more or lees ochreous, and
the markings on‘the under parts estend only to,
the breast, the centre of the bolly, vent, and tafl.
coverts being pure white; the upper tail-coverts
ure also more distinetly barréd with hair-brown.



2790

CHARADRIADVE,

Tite Charadriadas or Plovers geturally follow the
fiamily we have left, t3 which many species.show
very close alliance; while to the previous groups,
and that which has yet 0 be described, there are
also miny close links of connection. Many of the
genera still continue to be waritime st particalar
seasons, but the larger proportion shitiw a greater
affection for the land, and spend a portion of their
time inland. We shall commence the series with
a form which still continues the allinnce with the
Trings and Totani in the structure of the feet ;
it has also a periodical change of plumage, b.“t
differs, in a much grefiter size, in one or two species
being adorned with beautiful crests, and in the
habits being so plover-like, that they sometil-nes
are known under that name.* The Lapmings
may be thus characterized. *~

VANNELLUS.— Goneric charactors—=Bill straight,
slightly comprassed ; tips of the msrdible and
maxille rounded, smooth, and ‘hard ; '"ﬂml
groove large and deep ; nostrils linear, pierced
in the middle of it; wings ample, more or
less rounded, second or third quills often lot_l.g"

* The Lapings ars o nearly pllied (o the gonts Pluvianys,

that slthough we aro in the habit of looking upon our mative

wpecics a8 representing fivo former, it will more peo come
in nsan abermnt species, )
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est, sometimes narrowed or emarginated at
the tip; the carpal joint spurred or tuber-
culated ;" legs of varied length ; tibim more or
less maked ; tges before shortly connetted by
a membrang i hallux,e wheén present, articu-
lated on the tarsus,

Types, V. eristatis, Gomsis, &c. Europe, Asin,
Africa, "

- Noie.-—Breed inland ; are very clamorous when
the breading-ground is approached; grega-
rious and partially maritime during winter;
undergo a seasonal change,
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THE COMMON LAELWL\'O

Vanellue l:riaf.ﬂ‘m, MzvES,

. )

PLATE XXV. 3

Tringa vanellus, Zinw, &e— Vanellux cristatas, Flom. Sefby,
Jem~Vanncau huppe, Temnt,—The Common Greon or
Crested Lapwing of' British duthors. :

Pms beautifol and lively bird is abundant in
suitable localities ovér the whole of the British
Islands, though the inronds of cultivation aré
trenching rapidly ori somo of its favourite haunts.
The improvements which have been made on lands
that bore a subalpine character,"and on that lower
wet pasture, which, till lately, was not thouglt
worthy of cultivation, and remained untouched by
the plough, have muth curtailed them. “We have,
at this moment, a wide range of land, ance fav ourite
haunts of the Pewit, nnd Curlew, where few are
now to be found ; and on one farm, not exceading &
hundred acres in extent, furty or fifty pairs of Pewits
might have been scen breeding yearly, whereas, at
Droqont, a single pair could uot be shot upon it.
This, in one sense, fhay give some satisfaction in
tho improvement which has taken place, and the
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additional rentai it may bring in; yet there was |
# charm in these wild pestures, animated by their J’
pecaliar inhabitants, that cannot be replaced by
.any change produged artificially upon them.

Some Pewits rﬁdc constantly with us; but, at
the sanme time, numbers leave our islands, and
others* annually pel‘form o ponmlxcal migration
to the breedmg e;roundg,, zu'rnm,. there with ns
ihuck rogularity, as our summer yisitants from &
distance ; also, it is pmbublc that we receive a
few birds in their removal from other countries.
Their breeding stations ave the subalpine moors,
and the large boggy pastures on their skirts, low |
meadow grounds, extensive downs or commons, ‘
and the fenny counties. These are often at A
great distance from the coest, completely inland?
at the same time, o common upon the shore, where
tho extent is considerable, apd the surface varied,
is a favourite locality. They assemble there in
small flocks o zarties, 2ven about the end of
Februnry, and gradually separate into pairs to take
up their breeding stations.® When incubation
has fairly commenced, the common or moor often
appeals al.vo with their active motions ; no stran-
ger or intruder can enter upon their haunm with-
out an examination, and both, or one of the pair,
hover and fly around, tumbling and darting nt
Eir,, and all along uttering their vehement ery of
% Peenreit.”?  When ncubaﬁoﬁ is completed, the

* 11h February, lBt? The Tapwing has alrendy com.
mepoed Fainland migration, f
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young and old assemble together, and frequent
the pastures and fallows; some particular fields
being often chosen by them in preference to others,
probably on accaunt of the ?mndnnce of food ;
and here they will assemble ‘daily for some time,
feeding chiefly in twilight, or clear nights, and
resting during the day. , Extensive meadow lands
are similorly frequented,- as nlso the low merse
lands at the mouths of rivers, and, we bylieve,
the fonny counties. The clouds of birds that rise
about sunset, to seck théir foeding grounds, per-
forming many beautiful evolutions ere they go off,
is incredible, except to_éne who has witnessed
it. In Holland, where this bird is extreniely abun-
dant, and where the view on nll sides is bounded
equally by a low horizon, thousands niay be seen
on all stdes at onee, gleaming in the setting sun,
or appearing like-a dense black moving mass
between its light, . The extent of their pasture
there is almost unbounded, 3. it appears fully
stocked.  Towards tho end .of October and in
November, those which have spent tks summer in-
land, begin to return to the flat sea coosts, where
they fued at the retredt of the tide, and on the low
lnnds which generally nccompany this character of
shore, and remain until the spring again induces -
them to travel inland. The young are esteomed

* for the table, and plovers’ eggs, which, uncer that

name (when pure), are those of the Peowit, nre in
great request in the, London and some othef of our
lurge southern markets, their collection daring the
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season, giving employment to many individuals,
Dogz are trained to scek the nests of this bivd and
several of the other Charadriade, the egzs of whish
are also used in common ; they hunt by thé scent,
and make a point as if at gamd, until the “ cgg-
man’’ comes up. [We do not know the kind of
dog that is employed.) The geographical distri-
bution is extensive, thoughconfined to the Old
World, ‘The Lupwipg is generally spread over
Europe, extending to Scandinavia ;* it extends
northward to Iceland and the Faroe Isles i it is
enumerated among the birds of Japan,t and we
have received specimens from the neighbourhood
of Canton, in the plumgge of the winter.§

In the full breeding plumage, the erown, ching”
fore parts of the neck and breast, are deep and
rich blaek, glossed with green; from the occiput
springs a long crest of flanvw black fenthers,
bending or curved upward, and eapable of being
erected nearly stringht whén the bird is excited:

* Nileon, - + Yarrell, 3+ Tommivek,

§ A very anclent Lincolnshice family, the Tyrwhitts, bear
tliree Pewits for their arms; and, % fs &aid, from n tradition,
that it wos in cInscquenco of the fonnder of their family
hinving fallen fu o skirmish, woundeds and being saved by iy
follawers, who were directed to the spot whers he lsy by the
eries of these birds, and their hovering over ibm,— Yarmdly
Hystisk Tirds, commumicated by Charles Andersny, Bvq. of Lea, |

Mr. Sclby considers the hirds serve® up ab the feast of ‘the
Archiblshop Neville, to the number of ane thousand, wers

Lapwings, not specimens of the herdn known ns egeet, under
which name ‘they are recorded.

|
[
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 surrgunding the black crown there is a circle of
" yellowish-white, and under each eye, the auricu-
lars, and a patch on the side of the neck, pure
white, forming un irregulacly oval spot of that
colour ; the nape is hair-brown, and the back and
wings are pale glossy olive-gnzen, having bright
blue and purple reflectians on the shoulders of a
much deeper tint, aud there reflected with steel-
blue; the lower part of the buck'is also olive, tor-,
minated by a narrow bang of chestnut; the quills
are black, the third and fourth longest, 4he threo
first tipped with greyish-white ; the belly and vent
are pure whito; the under® tail-coverts pale ehest-
nut-red ; the tail compamtively short, is rich black,
with a narrow white tip, and ligving a hroad basal
white hand : the outér feather only is pure white,
with a greyish black spot near the tip of the outer
web; legs are purpiishred. Tu a female shot at
the same time with <he above deseribed male, in
full breeding state, the throat aud chin were white;
the dark erown, and marking between the cye ar d
the bill, of a deep hair-brown; the erest nbout one
hialf the length ; a Little less brilliancy raurked the
other parts of the plumage. In wintor the dress is
nearly in this state,. there being no black on the
chin or throat, and on the back nnd shoulders the
feathers are al]l narrowly tipped with yellowish-
white. The young have the upper plumage sull
more tipped with the same,_colour, or of n more
ochreous tint, v :
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Frox Vanellus we mu.-h the true Plovers,” repre-
sénted by the Grey and Goltlen Plovers of our own
conntry “The birds known under the above nnne,
in contradistinction to the trus Charadrii or Dot-
terels, have been dividedin their scientifie mrrnge-
ment, nnd the presenes or absence of a hind toe, has
been given niuch weight, to as a generic character.
In both groups, we have so distinct and marked
an arrangement of colounng, that the common
observer, unnccustmncd‘ to scientific distinetions,
will at onee separate them. The sexual clmuge ig
also to a certain extent different, and it is remnrks"
able, that in both (arranging by plumage and
marking), we bave.a species, which must, in either
case, bo plnccd away from those resembling it;
the generic dlst;nctxon resting alone on the pre-
sence or absenee ot thefourtle toe, almost rudimen-
tery, We have now, however, ventured to draw
our charncters, so as to allow the junction with it
of C. pluvializ and Virginiagus. These three spe-
cies (includthy the Grey Plover) are closely allied
in habits, in the marking and colouring, and in
the dark state of their breeding plumage, ocoupy-
ing uniformly a great portion of the under surface,
of e body, In their habits they are gregarions, 2
assembling often in vast flocks, while the others

more goncm!ly congregate only in parties of lunited
numbers? ’
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SQUATAROLA. — Generic characters.—Bill rather
strong, tumid, flattened on the culmen, eylin-
drical towards the tip, which is hard ; nusal
groove wide, ‘more than half the length of
tho bill ; nostrils lincar, picreed in the asal
membrane; wings long, pointed, first quill
longest ; legs rather short, bare for a short
spade only abeve the tarsul joint; toes conz
noeted by n «mall basal membrane, slightly
fringed on their edges; hallux mdimentary
or wanting.

Types, S. cinerea, pluvianus, Virginianus. Cos-
mopolite, B :

Note.—Breed inland ; gregarious exeept during

~incubation ; undergo a scasanal change.
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Tur Grey Proven, *SQUATAROLA CINEREA, —
Tringa squatdrola, Linn., Penn., Selby, ete.—Va- "
nellus melanagaster, Bechst—1The Greg or Bustard
Ploegr of British authors.--W¢ have no authentic
record of this specjes breeding, or being a tesident
during the summerin ous islands® We haye seen
m early in the season, in the breeding plusmage, in
tho Bondon markets and Mr. Yarrell has remarked
the same czrcumstunce_ ; neither does it appear
difficult to obtain specimens in this state from col-
lestors; but, we believe, that most of these have
put on the nuptial dresd and are at the time of their |
capture aictually on their migration. Mr. Selby has
seen one or two oceasionally on the Fern Islands
in June, but adds, they “may have been unegual
to the usual migration.”t Their summer abode
appears to extend very “far north, reaching north-
ern Europe, Teeland, and thg Fnrou 1slands, and,
on the authority «f Captain James Ross and Dr.
Richayrdson, extending over many portionsof Aretic
America.  Its most usual appearance in Britain
is in spnr.g, nutumn, and winter, and then gene-
rally on the goast, in small parties; never, so far
as we have seen, in the large flocks in which the
« Golden Plovers assemble. We have met with them
frequently on the Solway, and once shot a pair on
thebanks of one of the lochs at Lochmaben, Mre, .

* Dr. Floming =sys, “‘hg has reasan to helicve that it Yircody
indhe high grounds of Kincardineshire,"
+ Selby™ik p. 229, note,

.
’ '
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Thompson states it to be an autumnal visitant to
Jreland. There are various suthorities for its hav-
ing oovery extensive distribution, — Algoa Bay,”
Haypt,t Japan in summer and winter pluumge;i
Java ;| and we have ovrselves received specimens
from Chinn and Southern Africa, in the winter
dress. ) s !

In stnmer, the Grey Plover has the forehead
and streak over the eyes pure white; the spuce
between the eye and the bill, auriculars, sides of
the neek, breast, and belly, deep black, white the
vent, under tail-coverts, and thighs, are white;
the head and pape hair-hyown, the feathers hav-
ing lighter edges; the back and scapwdars very
Aeep clove-brown, sometimes nearly black, the
shafts of the feathers being darkest, the tips edged
with greyish-white ; quills brownish-black, having
the shafts white, and the inner webs shaded to
greyish-white ; tail-coverts white, barred with
hair-brown tail also white, busred with dark
hair-brown, on the centre feathers the pale spaces
are much clouded with the dark colonr,“and these
fenthers are accuminated; on the oater nlumes the
basal half of the fefthers is withovt Des; the
axillary feathers black. In the winter dress, th'u

+ ground calour of the upper part of the body is
hais-brown, the feathers margined and cut into

with angular marks of groyish and yelloyish-
white; no trice of black icrnins on the face or
4 Selby.

* Dr. Smith asct. Yareell

T Temminck. ¢ Horsfield.

T
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lower parts; the whole are white, on the chin and
throat nearly unspotted,- on the neck and Alriag-
lars having narrow streaks of hair-brown ulo,,gﬁ
the shafis, and on the breast and upper part of tyn
belly, having those continued,. more broadly ax.
panded pon the base of the feathers, and Orming
a relief to the pale tips of those lying over them ;
the bill black; the foct and legs greyish-blaok,
Twespacimens, shot.a few years sinee, by the side
of one of the Lochmaben lochs, in the month of
August, had the ground colour of the upper parts
very dark, and the edging and angular spotting of
the feathers nearly of vhe tint of sienna-yellow, so
as to cause them to appear, when first taken up, to
be the Golden Plover; the breast and belly alse
had the dark parts of the feathers much broader,
and the whole tinted over with yellowish waod-
brown. These were considenod young birds ar-
rived from migration ; they were very tame, and
allowed an casy=miorqach.” A bird from the Cape
of Good Hope, apparently identical, is very dark
above, having the colour glossed with olive refloe-
tions, hag no white on the forehead, and very few
light markings on the crowir or centre of the buek,

Tue GoLpex Proven, Squatanona PLUVIALLS,
Chavadrius pluvialis, Linn., etc. — Pluvier doré,
Temm. and French aithors.— Golden or Yellom
Plover of British authors.— This species, though
refaining: ulmost exactly the markings, end the
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corresponding seasonal changes in the plumage,
bwith the last, differs in Structure in the absence
of the hinder toa ; nevertheless, as stated, we con-
sider, in these biris, that tod much consequence
has been get upon this torm, and, for the presant,
prefer retaining them with S, Pirginianus, as con-
generie, In Britain, the Colden Plover is one of the
most abiindant species, heing found on the coasts,
generally in vast flocks, dusng winter; 'and, in
summer, retiring to all tha wide tracks of alpine
moor whieh occur in Scotland and Ireland, ex-
tending northward to Orknrey and Shetiand, and,
wherever such localities ofteur, to England. In
Scotland, they reach their breeding grounds early
in spring, and select some spot, fro which they
do not stray far. These are chosen both in the
subalpine moorlands, and or. the tops of hills of
considerablo elevation. The breeding plumage is
altered almost immddintely after the station has
beon fixed upon ; and, whey ifficubation has comi-
menead, the appearnuce of an’intruder eavses -
iternted utterance of their wailing cpy, the birds
flying around, and perching on some ralsed mossy
hillock in the vicinity. The nest is-starcely more
than a scratehed hoNow, very few grasses or lining
material being used. When the young birds have
attained their full plumnge, the broods congregate
togather, and mag be found in largo flocks,"fFe-
quenting for a time their moorland locality. As
autumn advanees, they descend to the lower mea-
dows or fillows, collscting fresh numbers; und,
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by the time frast or winter has set in, they may |
be found assembled on the sea shores in flocks, thet
produce. of the breeding grounds of the Mistriet,
Before retiring to the shores, the flocks muy be
sometimes approached, of they come within shot
in the Wwheels which it is their, habit to make
around any thing that sdisturbs them. On the
coast they are much mdre &hy, though, from the
niuniders composing dhe flock, the discharge of the
fowler is often successfy) at a very long distance.
A very extended or cosmopolite distribution has
been given to this l;ird‘ but, of its range, wo may
at once say we do ndteknow the correet limits.

We are inclined, af this moment, to consider if 4

limited almost to Europe alone, its place elsewhers
being takeh up by the C. Pirginianus. Wo havo
never seen an extra. European specimen of the
British Golden Plover, Sweden, as mentioned by
Mr. Yarrell, on _the nuthority of Professor Nilson
and. Mr. Loyd; Worway, where Mr. Howitson
saw it; Hammerfist, as stuted by Mr. Chisty;
and probably Lapland,® with suitable Tocalities
in ather atestern districts of the European Conti-
nent, may be held as a oortain extent of ange ;
but we =till think Faroe, Greanlund, and Teeland,
“questionable.  The American and Aretie hirds are

undoubtedly distivet, and, besides their smaller.

size Wil other d'w'.ir‘wtions, miy be at once sepu-

rated by the hair-brown eolour of the undorwing

coverts and axillary foathers, Which, in the British
& * Linn. Tour in Tapland.

»

"‘
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and European birds, are pure white. Mr. Yarrell
hstates, that eastward hd has traced it through
France and Italy to the shores of Africa, and that
the Zoological Souicty have specimens from Tre-
bizond. This range is'pfo}mble. All the Asintio
birds, with those of the Indizn-Islands dnd New
Holland, agree with ths American species; and
Mr. Audubon, in his Appendix to the eoncluding
volume of his interesting «, Ornithologieal “Big-

graphy,” has also included the American Golden

Plover, under the title C. marmoratus, Wagler,
us found in the New World. In addition to the
common bird, as stated aliéady, all the specimens
which have come under our own observafion have
bien the latter bird: at the same time, we have
no reason to doubt Mr. Auduben’s well Known
“oouracy, -

This beautiful Plover, in the full breeding dress;
has the space betwees the eyes and the bill, checks,
auriculars, throat, breast, belly,7and vent, of a deep
velvetty-black ; the flanks and under tail-coverts
white, shaded with pale yellow ; the forehead and
streak abover the eyes, nearly pure white; the
ground colour of the crown, back, scapulars, and
long tertials, very depp clove-brown, with nurplish
reflections of a paler shade npon the back of the
neck, and having each feather ent into with small
triangular spots of king's-yellow ; on the napa tite
centres of the feathers only are dark, leaving the
whole margins yellow, which lightens or renders
more yellow the general tint of this part; and, on
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the long tertials; the yellow runs round, tipping the .
extremity of each feathet ; on the rump and uppery
tail-coverts, they almost, and in some instances
do; cross the feathery assuming sthe form of dingo-
nal bars; the quills are ciove-brown, with white
shafts; the axillary feathers pure white ;* tail hair-
brown, the tint becoming.paler towards the outside,
and cut into with trimlgular markings, which al-
ost meet at the shaft. In the female the black
i5 not s0 intense, and is partially mixed with white.
In the winter dress, the upper pars of the plumage
are nearly similar to that of summer, the yellow
tint spreading more witformly over the ehesks and
sides of the neck ; beneath, the throat, vent, and

under tail-coverts, are white, but the throat, breast,

belly, and vent, are a tint of ash-grey, or greyish
wood-hrown, each feather having a darker centre,
and the whole tinted over with king's or Indian
yellow ; the bill black ; legs durk grey. 'Theinter-
medinte states of Fiwrange in which they are met
with in autumn, ans often very beautiful, the under
parts being snarblod with black, white, and pale
king’s yollow, which blend softly together. Total
length frone ten and a-half'to eleven inches. The
truo §. Virginianus is under these dimensions ; but
« WO possess specimens, said to be from America, in
every way agreeing with the latter bird, haying
tho-halr-brown, instead of the, pure white axil
feathers,, which are fuily cleven inches in length,

* The axillary feathers in €. plwiadis aro pure white ; iy
8. Virginiunue, bair-brown ; and in & cinerea, black.

-
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Fiox vhat we have considered as the true Plovers,
we pass to the gentis Charadrius or Dotterel, all the
known species of which present a generic simi-
larity in colour and markings, <differing from the
athers in being unspotted; of shades of hair or grey-
ish-brown, the under parts generally crossed with
distinet bands of black or chestnut. In their habits
they are chiefly maritime,at the samd time. o few
agree in this respect with the true plovers, in their
breeding in protty inland, localities. Their feet
are of o more decidedly*éursorial structure; but,
in one or two cxceptions, they possess the hinder
toe. N
CHARADRIUS,— Generic characters—Bill straight,
somewhat dilited at the base, and gradually
narrowed to tife point, whigh is bard and
slightly curved ; nusal groove large; nostrils
linear and pierced in it% wings pointed, of
middle length, first quill longest; legs of
middle length’; fibiee bare for & slhort space
above the tarsal joint ; toes short, formed for
running ; hallux entirely wanting.
Types, C. morinellus, kiaticula, &c. Cosmopolite.
Note.—Partially gregarions in winter; chiefly
maritime ; lit:le seasonal ehnnge. The Squat-
arola cineta of * Orn. Iust.” The form Ore-
opholus, and Mr. Gould's genus Erythrogonys,
will either enter as sub-genera here, or may
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be taken as abermnt forms, as the systematist
inclines, .

’

Tae Dorrener, CHARADRIUS MORINELLUS, —
Pluvier gingnud, Femm.— The Dotterel, or Dotterel
Plover of British authors.~~T'he Dotterel ie o spring
and summer visitant to Britain; in the southern
counties of Englandonly scen in their passaze to
and from their breeding stations: in the Lowlands
* of Scotland being oceasionally found during a
similar transition ; but. in o fow localities, incu-
bating on some of the* mountain ranges of both
sountries, In Ireland, we have the authority 0{'

Mr. Thompson for saying thoy are very rare. 181

the mountains of Cumberlarid and Westmoreland
they regularly breed, “though we hear their num-
bers are diminishing gradually, M. Heysham of
Carlisle, has given a good actount of their habits
At this time,* and %taves, that they assemble in
their different localrtics, in the neighbourhood of
Carlisle, about the middle of May, where they
continue {dr ten days or o fortitight before retiring
{0 mountains, in the vicinity of the lakes, to breed.
“The most favourite breeding haunts are alwiys
aear to, or on the summits of the highest moun-
tains, particalarly- thoso that are densely covered
witu the woolly fricze moss, Teichogtomum lanu-
Zinssum, - They do not make any nest, but deposit
their eggs, which seldom cxcoid threo in number,
* See Yarrell, i p, 809, o 507,

'

{/
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in o emull eavity on dry ground, covered with
bV‘.‘gnztation, and gencrally near a moderately sized
stone or, fragment of rock.*  On the alpine ranges
of Seotland, in a Similar mafiner, they are found
in partieular localities,"after the young have at-
tained mntun’ry There are several stations upon
the Grmpians, and some of our sporting friends
generally meet wigh %mall parties beforo they
have dispersed, on the first week of the snooting
season. In our own distgict, there i5 n locality
on some subalpine moorland, partially cultivated,
which is visited during their passago in spring,
but we have not been able fo trace them on their
returny migration.  Their winter retreat seems
scarcely to be known with certainty,t neither is
it uoticed whether at finy time they frequent the
sea. shore like the grey and golden plovers; onr
information, in fact,” is confined to their breeding
habits, and their peribdical passoge to and from
these stations. Their summe® ranges extend to
Northern Europe,} Russin, Sibéria, and Northerr
Asia, § mountains of Silesin and Bohguia, || step=
pes of Tartary.§ Mz, Yarrell also stites, that
Messrs. Dickson and Ross have sent specimens
from Trebizond.

In summer, the chief food seems to consist of
* Yarrell. aAiears
f Mr. Selby states, ¥ Iis wintes quarters in the warmer

patts of Burope and Asia," i, p, 254,
2 Linneous, Nilson, Hewitson, § Yarrclh
! Temminek. o Selby
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insects, particulurly the Coleoptera, many species |
of which are extremely sbundant on the consts,q
and come abroad in numbers dnrmg the heat of
tho duy.

A specimen killed in Dumfneé-bhxre, in the end of
March, has the crawn clove-brown, borderéd aboye
each eye with white, which meets at the oeciput ;
the chin, cheeks, and taroat; are white; the whole
upper parts of the Sody, IIOC);, and upper part of
breast, hair-brown ; the feathers on the back and
wings edged with pale orange-brown; immedi-
ately bordering the hair-brown on the breast, the
feathers are tippod With dark edges, forming a
narrow band, this is succeeded by a white gor-
get, graduslly shading into rich brownish-orange,
which occupies the whole Jower part of the breast
and belly, blending into a deop black eonspiouous
patch in the centre of the latter; the vent and
under tail-coverts white; tha quills are dark hair-
brown, the first with a strong and conspicuous
avhite shafi; the il hair-brown, darker towards
the tip, fuuming almost n bar acress the ends of
the thrae outward white feathers. This is nearly
the plumage in the breeding time; the females
have the colours of the bregst scarcely so bright
or marked. When these colours have been put off,
the lower parts, we believe, are nearly white, and
tue coown loses the depth of its shade. Birds,
however, are not frequently met with in this state,

and & minute description i not given in any of /
our works,
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.
Claradrius Maticya, LINNEUS.

PLATE XXTIL

Charadrins liaticuls, Liun., §o—Grand pluviér a collier,
Timn —Ringed Plover or Dotterel, Sca Lark of British
aathors, B £

Titrs Tively species is abundant on all our coasts,
wherever they are bounded by a candy or gravelly
beack, and their shrill and plaintive whistle will in-
dicate their vicinity,’ long before the unaccustomed
eye can detect the binds running among the shingle,
to the colour of which the plutnage closely assimi-
lates. Tt isa constant resident with us; but;.at the
same time, an accession of numbers sevuis to be an-
nually received during winter, from highes Iatitudes,
where they are only summer visitants. The sea
shore, in the situatipns mentioned, is almost their
constant haunt ; there they breed among the shingle,
just out of water mark, depositing their eggs in some
glight hollow, and there tlicy feed, sammer il
winter, after the tide has retreated, finding daily the
supply of food renewe 1. Exceptions, however, occur
where they breed ata greater distance froms the sea
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and where they ascend far up the courses of rivers, |
although there thoy resérve theip maritime habite,
breeding among the pebbles of the sandbeds. They
are known also to breed in the warrens of "Norfolk
and Suffolk, at a considerable* distance from the
sea”® ; aud we havp found them upon the Banks of
various rivers, from fen te twenty miles inland, In
our own vicinity they perform a short migration,
breeding, and retiring afterwards. On the banks of
the Annan, fifteen or sixteen miles from the coast,
one or two pairs annually take up their station,
seldom varying far from it. They arrive about the
same time with the eémmon sandpiper, and are
sometimes later in retiring, When spproached, at
the season of incubation, they show extreme anxiety;
fly around, incessantly uttering their piping whistle ;
if a dog is near, they feign lameness, and flutter off,
returning to their charge in a dircle, At first, when
leaving the nest, they skulk, away from it before
taking wing, whic. they dre easily enabled to do
from their unobtresive colowring ; and, from the
cggs, deporited in any slight natural cavity, being
of a greanish-grey colour, assimilating with the
shingle, they require great perseverance and an acute
eye to d@scovcr. The range of this species seems to
be northern Europe, runuing near o or within the
Arctie Circle, Asia Minor,+ Japan.f We do nat,
kovevar, find it stated as an Indian bird by either
Elliot or Jerdan. 2 )
* Mesers. Seales and Hoy auet, Y irrell. /
T Fello sis % Temminek,
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Around the mandible, cliceks and auriculars,
$deep black ; on the forehedd a band of white, which-
reaches edch anterior angle of the eye; and, above
that, a broad bandof black passing from eye to eye ;
tho remainder of tlie hedd and nape hair-brown, a
pale streak somefimes passing over or behind each
eye. The chin and throat,passing in a collar around
the neck; pure white ; sucededing this is a gorget of
deep black, on the breast abows an inch in bredith,
and passing entirely round_the white In a narrow
circle, is blended into a chaste and uniform hair-
brown, investing all the upper parts, exeept the quills
and tail. The secondaries%ire tipped with white,
forming a bar across, and some of the last quills are
edged with the same colour on their outer webs.
The quills are deep cléve-brown, a portion of the
shafts, about an inch from the tips white ; the tail
is hair-brown, with dh apical nearly black clonded
band ; the centre featkers have a very slight mark
of white at the end ; the others,%o the second from
the outside, are broadly tipped With white, the se-
cond has the outer web entively white, “nd the ex-
terior is altogether of that colour. The loiver parts,
below the pectoral gorget, are pure white; the bill
i3 black at the tip; the base, with the legs and feet,
rich gallstone-yellow, The above description is taken
from u bird killed in December, and although the
bill and legs, with the black parts of the plimage;
may hecome more brilliant and intense during in-
cubation, little apparer# seasonal change takes place.
In the young of the first plumage, there i no ap-
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pearance of the dark bands on the forchead, auricu-
lars, or breast ; the latter 15 indicaged by a pole shade
of hair-brown ; but, on the occiput, and below the
white nuchal eollar, here is & armular shadé of dull
black ; the auriculars are wniform hair-brown ; and
the crown, back, and wings, except the quille, are
also hair-brown, each feather being edged with yel-
lowish hair-brown ; the two centre pairs of tail-
featners tipped withthe same colonr; under parts

pure white ; legs and fegt of a paler and duller yel-
low,

3

Tor Kexmisn Dorrerin, Cmaraprios Caxe
TIANvE— Charadriue Cantianue, Lath.—Pluzicria
colliér interompu, Temm.—Tho Kentish Plover of
British authors—This species, though nearly allied
to the last, is easily distinguishied, both by the varia-
tion in its mnrkmgs, and by its smaller size. From
all our accounts, its habits are very similar, asso-
siating with the Kinged Dotterel when they hnp-
pen to berun, the same const together.  The species
was firost'named, as above, by Dr. Latham, from
specimens procured at Sandwich, in Kent, where it
has sinee been frequently killed, and has also been
taken on the Sussex and Norfolk coasts; and at
Lydd, in Romney Marsh, Mr. Yarrell stntes, on the
authouity of Mr. ancm Plomly, that it is numerous;,
It also breeds in the localities where it is found. In
Scotland we are not aware of an instance of its oe-
currence, and Mr. Thompson does not mention it inf
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the Irish List. It seems also sparingly distributed
gver the continent of Europe ; but, by Temminck, is
said to be abundant in Germany and Holland, Out
of Furope, it is found in Northern Africa, in Nubia
and Egypt,® Indiau Ar..!upelngo,f Java.? The
specimen of this bird in our possession, wluc.h served
also for Mr. Selby's figure and description, was pro-
cured on the continent. - Tha forehead, running in
a streak over the eyes, whole.of the undey parts,
cheeks, sides of the neck, and a collar sarrounding
it, pure white ; a frontal band anterior to the eyes; a
stripe between the mandible and the eyes, posterior
edges of the auriculars, and. < patch on each side of
¢ the breast, forming the ecommencement of an inter-
rupted pectoral collar, black; the erown and mape
deep yellowish-brown, tinted with hair-brown, and
shading to chestnut at the edges « the back and wings
pale hair-brown, shaftsof the feathers darker ; secon-
daries tipped with whits ; quills clove-brown, with
the shafis entirely white, the lnf.‘qunls also having
the same light edges which we e in the Ringed
Dotterel ; the centre feathers of the tail <=2 clove-
brown, the shade being lighter towards h base
and outside, the two exterior feathers entively white.
In another continental specimen, considered to be
a young bird, we have neither black nor yellowish-
brown on the head or sides of the breast, these
matkings being indicated by pale wood-hrown, ti.-
* Sclby, + Temminek.
¥ Horsfield, Tt is possit®s that the Tndian specimens msy
yot bo fonned distinot, thoagh very nearly ollied. = °
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white forchedd and eye-streak only being marked ;
the legs, feet, and bill, are bluck‘ in all states. ‘

- -

Tui Lirree Rixcep Dorrerer, CHEARADRIUS
suNor.—Charadrius minory Meyer.—Petit pluvier a
colliér, Temm.—Thd Little Ringed Plover of British
authors—As a Britishdird, this interesting specics
rests on o single spepimen protured by Mr. Henry
Doubleday ; it was taken at Shorcham in Sussex.
The habits of this Dofterel become interesting to
the ornithologist, as heing somewhat at variance
with those of the two @st, frequenting the banks of
rivers in preference to the coast ; but like the others,
it Jays its eggs on the sand, without any attempt i
anest.® “From the very young state of Mr. Double-
day’s specimen, it is conjectured that it may have
been bred in England, and i5 so, we may yet find
the species ag an occasional visitant: though, per-
haps, the chardetes of the banks of the rivers is not
guch as will suit its habits, On the continent it is
met with.in several localities ; in summer, so far
north 25 Sweden.t  Messrs. Dickson and Ross sent
it from Erzeroom,} and it extends to Japan.§

We do not possess a specimen of this bird, and
borrow Mr. Yarrell's description:—* In the adult
bird the besk is black ; the irides brown ; the fore-
‘hicad avhite, with a black patch above it, cxtmding
to the eye on eack side ; top of the head and oeei-

* Howitson, Oclogy, quating feem Mr, Hoy.
' Nilol, + Yarrell & Temminek,
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put ash-lirown; lore and ear-coverts black; nape
§f the neck white ) back kcapulars, wing-coverts,
tertials, rump, and? upper tail-coverls, ash-brown ;
primary and secondary wing-feathers dusky-brown ;
these and the greater'wing-coverts edged with white;
ihe fiest primary quill-feather aply with & broad
white shaft; tail-feathers sash-brown at the base,
darker towards the end » the five outer tail-feathers
on cach side white af the ¢nd, ¢his colour incréas-*
ing in extent on cach lateral feather, the outer one
on each side having only a dusky spot on the inner
web, but this appears to be constant at all ages ; chin
and throat white, this cola¥ extending from the
a latter round the nape of the neck ; below this, and
alove the breast, is a collar of Llack; the breast
itself; the belly, vent, smd under tail-covérts, pure
white ; legs and toes flosh cplour, tinged with yel-
low; claws black. Females have the black and
white frontal bands narrower than oin the males.
Young birds of the year Wwantral#the decided black
markings which distinguish old bieds ; the ash-hrown,
feathers of the back and wing-coverts«love buff-
coloured. margins”* « ik
* Yarrell, i PL 411, 412,
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SANDERLINS. 4
We have ventured,.after some Jesitation,’ to place
a bird, extremely interesting ime form, after the Dot~
terels ; -in the form of the bill, its seasonal changes,
and several of its habits, it is allitd to the Scolopa-
cide=and to the Sandpipers, while the stsucture of
the feet would placg it among the Charadriada and
the Dotterzls. On the one side, it may be urged
that we ought to have’a Zringa with the feet and
structure of the Dotterel, while, on the other, it
might equally be saidg, that we should have a Dot-
terel with the bill and seasonal changes of the ,
Tringe. In either case it wonld stand as an oseil=
lating form, and perhaps might be placed with equal
propriety on the confines of either group. One
species only is known. »

AnuNarvia,’Bagist. — Generic characters.— Bill
, . Straight, compressed; tip, dilated, smooth, hard;
~ wingeas in T'ringa ; legs of mean length, slen-
dpry maked for a short space above the tarsal
Joint; toes three befote, bordered with a nar-
row fringe, basal connecting membrane very
small, \:
Type, A. calidris—~Europe, Africa, North an
« Arctic America, \
Noto.—Breeds in marshes ; the scasonal changs -
of T'ringa; maritime except during incubation,
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» Taoe Saxperusi or Dorreren Trixea, AsE-
NARIA caLiDRiS.—'ringa arenaria, Ray, Linn—
Calidris arenaria, Lrach.— Avenaria calidris, Meyer
and modern ornitholdgistes—Sanderling or Comman
Sanderling of British authirs—The Sandetling is
pretty frequent on’our shores dufing spring, autumn
and winter, but does not breed with us ; at least no
authentic instances are on record. Mr. Yarrell has”
stated its frequency on the English shores, and we
have ourselyes procured it from the north-castern
coasts. In Scotland it is also met with in small
parties, and we have shot ji"on*the banks of the
& Solway. Mr. Thompson records it in Treland.
When we have observed the Sanderling, it, has
generally been in small parties, unmixed with other
Pringe ; and the manner of running along the
sand or shingle, witl® the head drawn very close
upon the shoulders, isanuch in the manner of the
smull Dotterels. Oceasidnally we have seen them
associated with the Purre, among which they, were,
casily detected by their lighter colour and heir e 1.
It is a species apparently of very wide distribution,
breeding far north and” within the Aretic Circle,
and reaching southwagd at least to Mexico. New
Guinen and Sunda are given to it by M. Temminck ?
it is niot, however, enumerated by Mr. Jerdan. We
Possess specimens from Southern Africa and Nosth
America. e

In the breeding plumage, the Sanderling may be
said to have the ground tint of the upperFlumage
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dark clove-brown, the feathers tipped with greyish-
white, and margined broadlyjwith pale rcddisb‘-
orange, forming, at a little distince, a m,ther hazy
mixture, in which the red and white predominates ;
the throat, breast, and sidvs of"the breast, are white,
having“the feathers barred with pale clove-brown
and orange-red ; the quills clove-brown, with white
shafts, and having the inner webs appreuching to
 gréyiskewhite; theyunder parts pure white; tail
with the canire feathers lengthened, accuminated,
and dark clove-brown, the others pale hair-brown,
becoming lighter towards the outside, the last en-
tirely white, except afpatch of hair-brown near the
tip of the inner web ; legs, fect and bill, black. Iny
the winter state the plumage is very different ; the
face, antbrior to the eyes, and all the lower parts,
are pure white ; the upper parts a chaste shade of
brownish ash-grey ; centres of the feathers on the
head and nape darker, the shafts of the others only,
appearing markeds the tips and edges are of a paler
 fint; approachingenearly to white on the wing-
cuyerts end gecondaries. The bird, when in flight,
appears very pure and silvery, and contrasted only
by the shoulders and bandof the wing, which are
nearly greyish-black, and the brownish-black outer
“webs of the quills; the tail has the grey tint pre-
vailing instead of the elove-brown. In a young
stute,in which it is often procured in autumn, th,
lower parts are, as before, pure white ; the centre of b
the crown is black, the feathers edged with yellow. /
ish white, shading off to both sides in depth of tint ;
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the nape, sides of, the neck, and breast, are pale
Prownish- -grey, tin ﬂsd with ochreous ; and the back,
scapulary, and longttertials, are deep black, having
the feathers cut mt& on their nfargins with rounded
and angualar spots, similar to those upon the Squata-
roles or true plovers.  We have specimens before us
in this state from the NortHfumbrian coast, and from
North America. A spetimeén shot on the Solwa).
towards the end of August, is%lso almost in com-
plete breeding dress ; while pothers, ffon the Cape
of Good Hope, are pure white beneath, but aboye,
show a good deal of dark marking, mixed with the
delicate grey of the winter state.
>
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A ¢
THICK-KNEESY 5

Our next bird, the only Brmgt\ representation of
the genys (Edicnemus, seryes as the connecting chain
botween the GralZiatores and Rasores by means of
the Bustards, to which ifs members -xppronch very
near]y in habits, form, struc{nro, and plumz\ne but
we are not aware whother they undergo any marked
sexual clmngc like the Bustards and Plovers. They
frequent plains or extensive downs, or the moist fal-
low lands in a caltivatgd country ; and, so faras we
know, are not at any seaon maritime in their habits.

(Eptoxgaus, Femminck.— Generic characters.—
Bill straight, strong, at the base depressed ; tip
slightly bending, wompressed ; maxilla angu-
lated ; nasal groove wide, covered with a ceral
membran 03 nosml medial, pierced in the mem-
brane ; “‘mgs comparatively short, somewhat
iout:ded second quill longest ; tail cuneated ;
legs mther long ; tibim bare above the tarsal
jomt; feet with three toes, connected by a mem-
brane, v-hich fringes their edges, cursorial.

Type, (. crepitans.  Eurcpe, Asia, Africa, New
Holland.

_ Note.—Habits not maritime ; partially nocturnal ;
~ no decided segsonal change.

~
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e
» (Edicngnuz gropilans.

PLATE XXIV.

L -

Charadrins ediencmun, Lint.—(Edicnomus erepitans, (Bdic-
neme erinrd, Temm. — Thigk-kneed Plover ar Bustard,
Great or Norfolk Plover, Stone Curlew, Common Thick-
kuce of British axthors, ?

W trace the alliancedn this bird to the Bustards,
in its frequenting extensive_and open downs, and
in its laying, generaly, only two eggs, of a form
varying from the pesuliar outline_of the Plovers,
Dotterels, and some of their allies. Some of the
foreign species also stand equal in height to some
of the intermediate sized Indian and-Afcan Bus-
tards. As one of itsnames implies, the sandy plains
of Norfolk are a favourite and abgndant“locality
for this bird, whege it periodically arrives and
breeds. It is fouﬁ in many other southern and.
eastern counties, but no where so abundantly. It
is found more sparingly in Lincolnshire and Lan-
cashire. Mr. Yarrell states, " farther north than
Yorkshire I do not trace it.” We have no record of
its appearance farther north, or of its*being ever
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met with in Seotland, and Mr. Thompson places it, |
as an extremely rare visitant, {5 Ireland. Tn its
more common periodical haunts, ht appears in April
and the beginning ef May; and, after breeding,
takes its departure in Octiber, "previous to which
it assenfbles in flosks like the plovers. T [mrc are
instances mentioned, notwithstanding, of specimens
being seen in December,®and of its appearance
56 edtly as Februaryt The eggs are deposited on
the bare ground, without any nest, and generally
in stony or shingly places ; and the fallows in some
districts serve as breeding grounds. They are night-
feeding birds, a habit ikdicated by their large and
prominent eyes ; and while insects, partienlarly Co-
leoptera, constitute a great portion of their food,
during their residence in thiv country, worms, rep-
tiles, and even small mammalia, are said to be also
devoured by them. On the continent the species
seems to be pretty generally, shough locally spread,
as a summer visitani, « We have it ranging to the
plains hetween the Black and Caspian Seas,t to
Asiz Miner§oand Madeira. |
A speciiaen before us, procured from Norfolk,
has the upper parts ycllowisl'x'-brown; the centre of
each feather umber-brown, dilgting at the base, and
. running along the shaft to the tip ; on the shoulders
the dark tints are deeper, and a series of featherg
we barrad with yellowish-white, which is apparent,
and, from the contrast, shows a diagonal band across

* Mr. J, D. Salmon. T Montague. + Hohenacher,
§ Strickiand. Il Yarrell,
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' that part ; the greater wing-covertd are cream-yel-
low, edged with pu Tlish-bﬁnck, the quills and secon-
daries are also pryplish black, the two first quills
with a farge dingognl yellowish-white patch, about
an inch and a half from the tip, and which, op the
first qui]l, crosses both the webs, on the sefond the
inner only; the lower parts white, or yellowish-
white ; the chin and fore paft of the neck unshaded ;
the neck, breast, bcl.ly, and flanks, narrowly dashed
along the shaft of each feather with-umber-brown ;
the feathers of the under tail-coverts ochreous, the®
shafts dark ; in the tail, the centre feathers age pale
yellowish-brown, the othew brownish-black ‘at the

- tips for a considerable space, succeeded by a broad
yellowish-white bar running disgonally, afterwards
alternately bordered with the brown and ‘yellowish-
white to the base,—upon theunder surface these bars
appear very clear and decided ; the bill is black at
the tip; the base, and on the edgcs of the rictus,
primrose-yellow ; behind the eyes there is also a
bare space nearly of the same cclour; legs and feet
greenish-yellow, -l C

The female doesenot vary materially, and no
seasonal change has been pointed out by ornitholo-
gists,
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|W1 I-‘TFOOT.‘%

Tor Courser or Swiftfoot, whith leads us nearer
the typical Charadriader, afe Little Bustard Plovers,
intermediate in maay respects, and showing,a beau-
tiful gradation of form. With the exception of their
frequenting arid plains’or steppes, we know little
of tileir economy, ar<l one specimen only oceurs in
the British List as an ogeasional and rare visitant.

Cugsonivs, Latham.—Generic characters—Bill
?:;mssed, towardV:the tip curved, pointed ;
nosfrils basal, pierced in the short and partial
membrane of the nasal grove ; wings of mean
length, but ample from the breadth of the
feathers; second quill longest, nearly equal to
the first; tail short ; legs'long, slender; tibiw
naked far above tarsal joint ; feet small; toes
three, anteriory connected by a small membrane,

. claw of the centre pectinated.

Divsy o Buropawus, bicinctus, &e. Europe, Asia,

A'f:icm ‘

’
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Tur Cnm-('omunr.b Swirrroor, Cunsorios
Evropzus. — Ciirsorius Ewropens, Lath—C. Isa-
bellinies, Meyer, ete.— Courrvite Isabells, Temm.—
Cream- Coloured Cowrter or Swiftfoot of British
authorg—~This interesting bird.appears to”be of ex-
treme rarity both in Britdin and upon the continent,
all the instances of its dccurrence being capable
of being enumerated withinothe limits of a *page.
Four specimens seem only to be noted, at the pre-
sent time, as having been killed in Britain,—the
first in Kent, which was presented to Dr. Jgtham,
and served for his description of the bird ; other
in North Wales ; a third in Yorkshire ; and the last
in Chamwood Forest, Leicestershire, No examples
have occurred cither'in Scotland or Ireland. On
the continent, stray specimprs are mentioned by dif-
ferent writers as being met with, but the instances
are extremely few. oAfrica appeags to be its most
abundant Jocality, or its etrotighold; but little is
known either of its habits or vidification, the spesi-
mens which have been observed here beiig i idca-
lities foreign to their habits. The other apecies of
the genus are natives of Africa and India, frequent
extensive dry plaingor sandy deserts, and have both
a powerful flight, and run with extreme swiftness;
as the name implies, and which may be at once seen
“from the structure of the feet and legs. - .

The crown is pale buff-ofange, shading into grey ;
on the hind head thare is a triangular spot of black, -
terminating in a streak from the postefior angle of
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cach eye, but throngh the centre of this, around the
occiput, and passing over the ejfes, is a stripe or
band of pure white ; the whole offthe body is of an
opaque tint of sienna-yellow, tingdd with grey, paler
on the under parts, and on the thiroat and fore part
of the netk, shaded, to reddish or yellowish-white ;
the quills are brownish-black, glossed with purple ;
the tail is nearly of the sime tint with the budy, the
" teiathers paler towards the exterior pairs, and with
the exceptior of those in the centre, there is a dark
spot near to the tip of each; the legs and feet are
yellowigh-white. The whole length of this species is
from to a little ahofe. ten inches, and from the
length of the legs, it appears to stand proportionally
taller. M. Yarrell states, the young birds of the
year ‘“haye*the feathers clouded with two shades of
pale brown, with dark, irregular transverse lines of
dusky ash colour,” and the lines'round the head are

10t very conspicuous. >
) =5 »
. . ’ 0.
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{PRATINCOLES.

Tar remarkable g:mm Glareota or Swallow Ployers,
to be placed next, continued for some time unc>rtain
of its proper station; but it is evidently intimately
connected with the last.' In many of the Gralla-
torial birds, we haye séen the wings developed to 2
great extent : but the principal varieties of structure
are exhibited in the feet.and legs, fne organs on
which this order is, in a great measure, dependant
for secking after its prey.  The tail, compaggtively
of small use to wading birds, has been formed short,
or verging in some to a rounded or considerably
svedge-shaped form, but never 4o a greatly deve-
loped fork, as in the Fissirostral tribes, and this is
what has puzzled systematists in looking for a sta-
tion to place the Pratincoles. In all the other parts,
the form of the Plovels is more or Yss keptup. We
have the bill of the last; the Tolouring of the plu-
mage continues pale rufous or fawn colour beneath
and has a narrow collar, repr-:senting"thc‘]ﬁ'-‘t'él’id
and abdominal. baids the upper parfs penerally
glossed with a green or bronze reflegtion; the fect
resembling T'ringa, st the same time showing those
of a Fissirostral type ; while the tail, formed on the:
model of the swallows’, is the only exception among
all the Grallatorialebirds. :

Grareona.— Gendyie c&ar:acwn.—Bil_l short, de-
pressed, and expanded at the bree, compressed
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towards the point, and ben}wg for half its
length; nostrils basal, oval, blique, partially
protected above with a mem{ane ; wings very
long, pointed, fitst quill lo mgest, or equal to
te the second; tail foked ;" legs rather short,
a short bare spece above thc t.nsal JomJ feet
lengthened and slcud«.r, outer toes conneeted
by a membrane ; hfllux of middle lenpth, ar-
ticulated on the mrsus; claws long, dilated at
tle basé, that of the middle toe pectinated.

Types, G. torquata, luctea, &c. Europe, Asia,

Note. — Habits pam.t“y aquatic ; food insecti-

vorous; taken both on the ground and on
the mng, “byegds on the ground, eggs four."s~
* Yarrel®
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®

- Glureofa tosquala.
L] »

PLATE XXVIL: _ o

-

Hirmndo marina, J\Iry:r.._-ll. pratincols, Zisn—~Glareols
Austriaca, Lath—Glareola torquata, Seiby, Gouldy §o.—
Glareole # collier, Temm.~~Tollared or Austrian Pratin-

- cole of' British authors, -

SEVEN or eight speciriens of this curioiis bird are
ascertained to have been killed in Britain, all of
them in England, with the exception of the second,
shot in Orkney by Mr-Bullock. Ng other instance
has occurred in Scotland; noris aiotice taken of it in
Mr. Thompson's Lists. On the Continent it 2p

also only as a straggler, and it has been szocirved
from some parts of sAfrica; Mr. Yarrelt nsmioqs
having seen specimens both from Tangiers and 'I:n-
Poli. In habits they, are described as possessing
great powers of flight, as well as being able to run -
With swiftness and activity ; they.are insectivorous.
_Ml’ . Bullock’s specimen was shot in the act of carch=
ing flies, and it is stated, that * like the sand-
Pipers, it runs with the greatest rapidity when on
the ground, or in shallow water, in pursit’of food,
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which was wholly of flies, of which its stomach was |
full ' and Mr. Yarrell has recorgded, on the autho-
rity of a son of Mr..Drummond Fay, that the habits |
of the Pratincole © ebrresponded closely with those’
of owr plovers, frequenting®sandy plains, flying and
nmning'\\'ilh greab r‘apidity; form'ing a sli;:rhl nest
in any accidental depressidn in the dry soil, and lay-
Jing four eggs.”’ o L -

I a continental specimen, the plumage above is
of a dprk hadir-brown cojour, tinted with a greenish
metallic lustre. This passes across the breast, hav-
ing there a yellower tinf, or appears nearly as woad-
brown ; the upper tail-@werts are white; the quills
brownish-black, the shaft of the first broad and yel-
lowish-white. Thg throat and fore part of the neek ;
ochireous, Dounded and sepafuted from the colour of
the upper parts by anarrow line of black, arising
from the anterior angle of each eye, and pussing as
a collar above (e wood-brewn of the breast; belly,
vent, and under ta¥l-overts, white. The axillary
é‘:'lthefa deep orang®-coloured brown ; the tail, which
18 to"the extent of two inches, is white at the
base ; ghe®centre feathers almest wholly black, the
ends of the oqthers being blackish-brown, the white
iuc;casing in extent on eveyy feather towards the

* outside. Bill black, lips or edges of the rictus red-
dish-orange*. Tnethe young birds the feathers above
are edged with a paler tint, angl the dark colour ig
Jess distinet. We hgve no information whether a
partial ge:.xsonal change takes w)lace. 4

/ * Bullock.

-
. ne .
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§ OYSTER CATCHERS,
Taw interesting birds which constitute the next
limited “renus, are’nearly completely maritime in
their habite, and exhibit an alliance, in various re-
spects, th the family in which, by the almast com-
mon consent of ‘modern srnithologists, they have
been placed. They are gregarious except during
the breeding season,’ and, even then, incubatian is
frequently conducted in companies., They breed
chiefly upon the ground, making little or no nest,
and lay four eggs. They are subject to a double
moult, analogous to that of fhe Charadriada; and
. their manner, when an intruder approaches-the nest,
is also similar. We have representatives of the form
in every quarter of the.world. =

Hasarorys. — Generic characters.— Bill long,
straight, or slightly bending upwards, comi-
Pressed, point abriptly. tenncited ; mandible
with a large short nasal groove in the mem-
brane, of which the nostrils are pierced : nos
trils linear; wings ample, first quill longest;
legs comparatively short; tibie for & short
space naked ; toes three, anterior, short, united

by a membrane Swhich borders them. |

Types, H. ostralegus, palliatus, niger, &e.  Cos-
mopolite, = .

Note.—Habits maritime ; gregarious except during
incubation ; breed on thé ground.
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.

. .
flcnm!opn;! ostrdlegus, LISNEUS,
.

.
PIs\TE XXVI.
. -
.
H:zmafornu ostralegus, Linn., §e.—I° huetecier pic, Zenm.—
Common or Pled Oyster Catclier of Brilish authors.
.

Tar Oyster Catcher is frequent (in some parts
abundant) on our coasts from south to north, except
where theyare veryYocky axd precipitous. Their
favourite stations are where there is a large extent
of sandy shore, interspersed with sealps, or beds of
miuscles or other shell fish. These are general) y un-
even in their suffaca, or are' interspersed with pools,
which conutain, brerd, or tidely receive from the
deaan,_variovs molusea and marine animals, furnish-
ing a fayourite food to the birds. Iither they may
be seer®iastening, from their marshalled vanks along
high water mark, so soon as the first object appears
.above tlie wayes, alighting, or clamorously fiying
around it when its place is only visible from the
surf; and, as it becomes uncovered, a dense mass or
bigds crowd upon it, isnpatient for the additional store
of food which the lasf tide mgy have washed upon
it. In gurera/l they are shy, and will scarcely allow

Lol .
‘. ' ’
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approach within shot, sounding thefr shrill whistle
fon the approach of an enemy, and flying off in
small pyrties at a time; single birds may, however,
be calléd within reach, and if #ne iz killed, the flock
or party will turn and fiover over it, uttering, their
cries difring the while. As statad, they feéd at low
water, resting during the' height of the tides, and
cqually 30 if the change is during the night. When
residing on a coast where they were abundant} we
have often, at night, been, able to distinguish the
state of the tide, from the whistle of the Oyster
Catcher passing to its feeding grounds. Though
their ehiof haunts are the shores of the sea, they are
. also occasionally seen inland by the course of rivers.
This appears more prevalent as we reach the north,
where, however, the lnd is often much’ eut up by
bays and arms of the sea,,slong which they also
stretch,  Professor Fleming has mentioned, that
they breed on jslands n the Tummel in Perthshire,
where we have ourselves sech diem. Mr. Thomas
Grant of Edinburgh, as quotéd by Mr. Yarrel,
states, “ that they regularly migrate to- the inierior
of the north-eastern-counties to breed.” - We have
also seen the Oyster Catelier on the riyer Tweed, as
"high up as Dryburgh, On the English rivers it is
sometimes killed far inland, but only as a stray
Visitant, and not breeding. They incabate upon t?:e
ground, generally in, pairs, but in some imstances in,
@5 it were, a common breeditig place ; littlo nest
made, but the eggs cre laid in some hollow in the
sand or shingle; in one or two inst~nees e have
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found the neséplaced on the top, of rocks standing J
insulated in an estuary, and probably from ten to
fifteen feet above the ground.  When approached
at this season, the pdrent birds are very clamorous,
and fly around, or hover over the intruder.

In disiribution, #he Oyster Catcher appears com-
mon throughout Europe, dvhere the consts are fitted
to its habits. It extendis northward to Russia and
Sibesia, and even to Eamtschatka.* It is probable,
that it may sxtend Reyond the European boundary,
Temminck mentioning it among the birds of Japan ;
but extra European specimens have never come
under our examination.”-

Specimens before us reach in length from sixteen o
to nincteen inches; the first, however, is a young
specimen of the year, in full plumage; another,
seventeen inches, is, however, adult. The winter
plumage is noted to consist of a collar of white
beneath the throat; but the specimens alluded to,
one killed in Decemuoer, the other in J uly, are nearly
s'milar ; the feathers on the throat ofthe first being
nucowly tipped with white. In these, the head,
neck, Eresst, upper parts of the back, shoulders,
scapulars, lesser wing-coverts, and tip of the tail, are
velvet-black ; on the back and mantle glossed with
green ; the lower part of the breast, and other under
parts, under eyelid, lower part of the back, upper
tail-covorts, base of the tail, greater wing-covert
a8 part of the inner webs of the quills, pure whitn ;
the hill and cirele round the e /e, orange ; legs and

* Penmant,
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feet deep purplish-red. At times, these birds, in

ywinter, are distinguished by a collar of white beneath
the throat, which disappears as the season »f incu-
bation approaches; but it is oecasionally only more
or less marked by whife tips to the feathers; In
the young birds of the first plumage, the dark parts
are all of a duller black, approaching in some parts
to browhish-black ; and ort'the back and scapulars,
the feathers are ﬁi)ped withsochreous ; tlfe tips of
the white upper tail-coverts age barred with black
and ochreous; the colours of the bill and legs are
not so brilliant as in the old birds, that of the latter
being of a livid grey. We have scen specimens of
a dull white or fawn colour. '
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Tae family of the Rails, which we place {ast, as
being the most truly aqiatic of the Grallatores,
is composed of birds, whose habits are skulking ;
during the day, freqienting meadows or marshes,
and the banks of lakes and rivers, and there hiding
themselves among the thick herbage which covers
the localities selected by them. In the typical
families, we saw the power of flight amply deve-
loped, in some instances, showing great swiftnesg
and a capability of heing long sustained ; among the
Rails, on the contrary, the wings are short and con-
cave, the flight in the greater number awkward and
fluttering ; but, to compensate for this, the feet and
legs are adapted, for running, and the whale form
is narrow, and when’ the neck is stretched out, is
psintedeand fitted for threading through a vegetation,
whiclh may be at once thick, and, at the same time,
strong a4d matted. Many of tnem also swim and
dive readily, and the feet are so constructed in those
which are not natatorial, as to cnable them to tread
and walk with ease upon soft mud, and even over
the large leaves of water plants. Many of them,
however; differ, and come nearsr the Rasores in
. building or constructing nests of o large fabric, and
in laying a number of eggs. “The British genera
are limited. .
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RavLus.—Genoric characters—Bill long, slender,
compressed, towards the tip subeylindrical and
slightly curving ; nasal furrow long and wide ;
nostrils linear and pierced near the centre of
its length; “wings short, concave, rounded,
third and fourth quills longest; carpal angle
often armed with aspine ; legs of mean length ;
bare above the tarsak joint ; feet long, slender ;
toes cleft to the base; hallux short, artioulatea
near the plane of the others. -

Type, Ii. aguaticus, &c. Cosmopolite.

Note.—Habits aquatic ; skalking ; lay numerous
eges; perch on rails or low trunks of trees;
fox.nhenc of the forehead with the shafts pro-
longed into homy points.
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-
Rallus aqﬁaQ'rm, LINNEUS. h

PLATE XXVIIL

Rallns aquaticns, Lisn.—Ralle d'can, Temm.— Velyet Runner,
Willough ——Comumson or Water Rail of Hritish authors.
LT
Tie Water Rail is found in the fenny copnties of
England, and, where there is an occasional marsh or
fen, through most of the othef distriets ; in Scotland
it oceurs also in similax localities, but is accounted
far from abundant, though its ajparent scarcity may
be attributable to its very shy'and secluded habits.
During winter, in dar own vicinity, we, generally
sie or procure a few Specimens, in wet ditches which
do not soon ' freeze, and to which the bird at this
time resorts, being driven from its better covered
haunts by the severity of the storm ; in such places,
after being pursued, it will creap into some hole or
under cover, and allow itself to be taken by the
hand. In summer, we have shot it once or tyvice;
but have always been unable to discover the nest.
It utters a discordant croak in the evenings, and
during the while remains staticnary, possessing the
same ventnlogrial power as the corn crake. OQut
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of Europe its range appears very restricted ; we have
Never received it with any collection, and the notices
of its oceurrence are very scanty. Pennant® men-
tions M:Qha, and Mr. Strickland Smyrna.*

An adiilt male, shot in this vicinity, has the crown
and all tie upper parts yellowish-lwown, tintéd with
oil-green, the centre of eath feather black ; on the
centre of 'the back occupying nearly the whole fea-
ther, but on the lower part and scapulars being in’
the centre only, and there on the wings and tail,
allowing the pale colour to be the prevailing one;
quills nearly clove-brown ; on the forehead, until
beyond the line of the eyespthe shafts of each fea-

> ther is stggng, and protrudes in a horny point ; the
chin greyish-white ; the region of the eyes, checks,
sides of the neck, and ander parts, until’in a line
with the legs, bluish-grey ; the flanks black, barred
with white ; tips of thé feathers reddish wood-brown,
forming a line of that cslour along the centre of thé
vent, joining with the under taibeoverts, which are
similar, their basal half being black, which some-~
times appears mixed with them ; axillery feathers
barred with black and white; the bill is Bblockish-
brown at the tip, at the base tile-red, becoming
brighter and orange-red upon the edges of the gape ;-
legs greenish-brown. White varictics sometimes -
oceur. :
* On the sutherity of Yarrell,
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Crex, Bechstein. — Generic characterh, — Bill
. short, strong at the base ! culmen er tering the
piumage of, the foreliead, its outlire slightly
deflected to the tigt; maxilla angulated ; nasal
fosza broad ; nostrils-pierced in its membrane ;
» Wwings, at the warpal nng‘le armed with a knob
or rudimentary spine, rather short, concave,
“second or third quills longest; legs strong,
naked for a short space above the tarsal joint ;
anterior toes longy, slender, cleft to their base;
hudlux short, articulated nearly on tpe planc ofs
the others,
Types; C. pratensis, porzana, gularis, &e. Cos-
mopolite. =5
Noto.—Habits skulking ; ‘chiefly aquatic; breed
on the ground ; and lsy numerous €ggs ; noisy
and often nostumal, '
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~ HE MEADOW OR CORY CRAKE. o

3 Crex pratengis, BECHSTRIN.
-

PLATE XXIX.

. -
o

Rallus erex, Léun, — Gollinula erex, Lath, — Ortygotnetrs
orex, Stepk, — Crex pratensis, Jedst, §o.— Poule d'ean
de genet, Tenm. — Corn Cilko or Land Rail of British
adborl‘ % .

Tae Com Crake is geaerally distributed” over the
British Islands, extending vorthwards to Orkney
and Shetland ; at the"same time, it affeots peculior
localities, and there ars many districts where it i8
scarcely ever heard. Low lying and sheltered vales,
along a river's course, are its favourite haunts, and
there it will be found in meadows, young grass 6T
grain, osier beds, &c, preferring places-in- which
there is a certain degree of moisture. . It is migr-
tory, being a summer yisitant only, appearing at an
earlier or later period in the spring according to its -
range northward or southward. In some parts it
has decreased, and without apparent cause ;. in the
vale of the Annan, in the south of Scotland, ten
years since, the bird,was extremely common, its
note being heard in almost every alternate field ; at

.
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the present time, it may almost be accounted rare ;|
during the last summer (18415 only one or tw
puirs being heard within a stretch of several miles.)
Daring the season of incubation, which comences
immediately after their afrival, the call (. crake,
which i5 said to balong exclusively to the n}nle bird,
is, in the mornings nnd &venings, uttered with un-
ceasing  perseverance, “and: by its imitation, they

maj be easily brought within a few yards distance,
though even «then they are with difficulty raised
from the ground. The Rails possess a curious pro-
perty in the utterance of this call, a sort of ven-
trilognism, by which 1h-appears at one time at the
extremity of the field, and the next minute close at_
hand. The crake is uttered when running, but
more frequently when thesbird is seated on some
stone or clod, and in this position possesses all the
modulations of distance. After incubation the call
ceases, and the birds are found in the growing crops,
hedge rows, &e.y aﬂd-’duriﬁg autumn are frequently
sbot when in quest of partridges. In some parts
they seem o assemble before migration, and many
couples are at times shot by persons looking for
them. TInstances oceur of this bird being occa-
sionally met with very late in the season, and even
in winter, but this can enly be considered as owing
to particular cireumstances.

Over the eyes, behind the nunculars, and exte
ing o short way down the neck, is a streak of grey'
blending into the colours en either side; on the,
crown, back of the upper parts and tértials, the
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ground colour or gentre of the feathers is hair-
Bbrown, each being very bro?ndly edged with yellow-
ish-brown, or a yellaw tint of oil-green ; thé wing-
coverts ‘ind axillary feathers orange-brown ; the
quills 2 dull reddish hatr-brown, darkest on, the
inner wess; the region of the eves, auriculfirs, and
sides of the neck, are reddish wood-brown, shaded
into the fhroat and brewst, the former of which is
white, tinted with grey, the latter yellowish-brown ;
the centre of the belly is neqrly white, shading gra-
dually to the sides and flanks, which are reddish-
orange, barred with hair-brown and reddish-white ;
bill brown, pink towards #e base; legs and feet
b velowish-brown. )

The nest is placed on the ground, in a furrow
arsome slight hollow, and is constructed of grasses;
the egps often amount to ten or eleven in number;
and, altogether, the 1est much more resembles that
of the partridge or some of the Zetrgonide than' of
the Grallatorial birds. The foodduring its summer
migration, is insects, worms, slugs, &c., and we once
took a mouse from the stomach of one killed in the
vicinity of Edinburgh. Out of Europe; we have
the range of this bird noted to Africa.” and also to
Madeira.t 8 .

* Mr, Wilde, quoted by Mr. Yarrell, + Dr Hoincken.

=
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=

Crex paraanya, BECHSTRIN.

i PLATE XXX.
<

»

Railus porzannn, Lime. — Poale denn maronette, Temm, —
Spotted Gallinule or Crake of Brifish asthors,

Tun Spotted Crake is"also a summer visitant to
Britain, arriving early in spring, and departing lnter
than almost any of our other summer migmtory
birds.* Tt is much more aquatic in its habits than
the last, frequenting warshes and the borders of
lakes and rivers, which abound with tall reeds or
grass; and, from its skulking habits, not betrayed
by a call, it is extrerdely difficult to raise, and is thus
~ecour.ted much mire rare than we are inclined to
bélieve it to'be.  In localities which suit it it may
be preity “generally diffused over England, being
more or less phundant, according to the prevalence
of reedy lakes or fenny distrigts. Tn Ireland it is
named as “ an occasional summer visitor,” and in
Scotland we have met with it frequently. In 4
marsh In our own vicinity, it ;may be always met
with, if carefully noak,;a for ; but we have often run

* Mr. Blyth nolices a specimen seon in the London markes 4
in the month of January,
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it for twenty minutes before a dog, previous to its
taking wing; and it will oftén creep into some hole
or matted parcel of grass, rather than rise a zecond
time. We have also seen l:p"clmens taken near
Edinburgh, and Mr: Yarzell gives a notice of one
shot in LF\ orfarshire, in October. 1832, We do
not, however, know its raage In a northern direc-
tion. Tha nest is described s found in the vicinity
of its haunts, near th water, ard to be consiructed
of the dead parts of the reeds and mresses.  The
eggs are numerous, pale reddish whlte, spotted ‘with
dark reddish-brown. On the continent it occurs in
abundance or scarcity, according to circumstances.
In the vicinity of Smyrna it was found by Mr.
Strickland.® 'We have not seen or traced zt to other
extra European localities. 3
A specimen shot at Jardine Hall, in the month
of July, has the head, back, and rump, clear hair-
brown, approaching nearly to black ; on “the crown'
the feathers are edged witll yel'owish-brown ; on tho
back and rump broadly with oil-green, the margins .
with irregular white spots; oy the lower part 0’
the back and wings, where the apparent zolour is
nearly wholly cil-green, they are marked with White
lines, heing both surrounded with o narrow border of
black ; the long tertinlé, nearly equalling the quills
in length, are crossed by irregular diagonal white
bars, surrounded by a broad shade of black ; quills
hair-brown, tinted with oil-green above the eyes,
the sides and front of the neck| greyish oil-green,

* Yarrell.
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each feather spoited on the tips white ; chin greyish-|
white ; breast and flanks oil-gréen, on the former,
indistinctly marbled with white ; on the flanks bmed‘
with white, relieved avith black ; middle of the belly
nearly white ; vent and under tail-coverts ohreous ;
axillary*feathers dark clove-brown, barred yjarrowly
with white as in Somesof the Seolopasida ; bill
orange-red at the base, shading to yellowy in some
1o greenish-yellow, at the tip brown; legs and feet
greenish-yellow.,

Barrox’s Crake, Cgex Bartroxi— Crer Bail-
lonii, Iltust. of Ornith—Gallinula Baillonii, porle
d'sawe Baillon, Temm.—Zapornia Bailloii, Steple,®
Gould. — Baillon s* Crake gr Gallinule of British
authors.—This little Crake is almost a miniature
representation of the last, and,is beautifully marked
on the upper parts with clear white spots.  Itisa
bird not frequently, met with, both from being com-
paratiyely limited in numbers, and from the activity
it displays jn eluding attempts to raise it from its
retreats. (It has been taken in geveral of the English
countis as far north as Ierbyshire; but we have
no notice of it in Ireland. A specimen, which we
shall immediately deseribe, 18 now before us, shot
in summer, a few years since, in an extensive moss

in this vicinity. Baillon’s Crake seems to be taken
at all seasons with us, though moest of the captures
recorded have been made very late in autumn, or in /
winter ; the nest is said to be constructed similafly’
to that of the last. In the marshes of the continent
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it seems to be more abundant than in our island ;
'Fnd hiss been found in those of Picardy by the na-
ralist whose name it bears, and extends souhward
to Ituly : hut we want informatign as to its continen-
tal rangc. Out of Europe, South Afriea* and Jupaxﬂ>
have béc 1 given toit. From the former we.podsess
specimens, received at various times, which do not
seetu to vary, except in the cplours bemg richer and
more brilliant than insthe British h specimen hefore, use
The upper parts and wings are yellowish- l:ruwn,
tinted with oil-green; on the head the centrés of
the feathers darker ; on the centre of the back the
feathers are black, having the outer webs without
the yellowish-brawn, and ﬁndv freckled with white,
the appearance given is like an irregular white patch,
interspersed with black; on the secondaries and
tertials the markings have the form of zig-zag lines,
bordered with black ; the unacr parts, as far as the
ling of the Tegs, is ncnrlY bluish-grey ; the colour of
the upper parts running into it op thi sides of the
breast ; the vent, flanks, and under tail-coverts, are
dull black, crossed with broken bars of white; bill
dark yellowish-green ; feet and legs yellowish-green.
Mr. Yarrell describes the under parts of the young
birds to be “ pale buffy white, mixed with light
brown.” Length of ous Scotch specimen about four
inches, (perhaps slightly stretched.) Those from
South Africa range from five and a-half to six t\nd
‘hrco-qux\rtcr inches, *
* Dr. Smith. X 1‘T¢mmin¢k.
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THE, LITTLE CRAKE.
Crex 17m71§.
= PLATE XXXL

Gallinula minnta, Most,—Rallus pusillps, Lafk. — Crox
pusilla, Sely, — Ponls d'eau poussion, Temns, —iLittl
Crake or Olivaceans Gallinule of Bratish antkors. i

This little specics; of plainer dress than the last, is
of equal rarity in occurrence, having been met with
only at intervals in the counties to the southward of
Yorkshire, between March and October : no speci-
mens are notéed in R>otlahd or Ireland, or, indeed,

.to the south of tha county named above. So far as
sve know,- its habits and nidification are similar to
those. of the two last; but its habits, except with
great patience, are a great’ hinderance to investiga-
tion. It is curious that these birds—this as well as
the last—are said by Temminck to be of * acci-
dental” oceurrepee in Holland, a country which
we should bave considered in every way suited ¢,
them. In Southern nnd Eastern Europe it teempy
plentiful. Temminci considers the Japanese spccle. ‘
identical:
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The head and upper parts are oil-green, and on
Hie middle of the back, as in the last, there is a
patch of white, varied by black ; there are also white
marking on the scapulars, but ¢ never on the wing-
coverts 7 the lower parts bluish-grey ; on the vent
darker ard crossed with white ; b3l legs, and feet,
deep green, the former, according to Mr. Yarrell,
red at the base. : ;

N .
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- GALLINULES. ’

Forrowixe the Criikes, the form of the ("a(lmum
next presents itself, They are birds of l‘}.:gcr size,
and more aquatic in their habits, swimming with
ease, and diving to moxa dnngcr.

.

Garuxers, Laifam.—Generic charactsrs.—Bill
short, compressed ; culmen broadened into a
shield on the forehead ; nasal furrow not con-
spicuous ; nostrils pervions and pierced in it
wings short, coffcave, second or third quill
longest ; carpal joint armed with a spine; 1%
rather short, strong, naked above the tarsal
Jomt feet large ; tods long and rather slender,
cleft to the base, bordered w1th 4 NATTOW mem-
brane ; tarsus comparatively ghort and articu-
lated on,the same plane.

Types, G. chlo“vpru Europe, Asia, Africa, and
*America.

Note, — Habits aquatic ; swim freely ; lay nume-
Tous egps ; perch on rails or low trees ; fly with
comperative dnﬁiculty
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COMMON GALLINULE .

-

Gallinula eMoropug, LATIANM,

PLATE XXXIL

Fulica chloropas, Linn, — Galliouln chloropus, Lath., §e.—
Poule d'eau ordinaire, Zemm.—Common Gallinule, Wa-
ter-lien, or Moor-hen, of Brigish authors.

This species is more aquatic than the true Rails,
swimming freely, spending a great deal of its time
in the water, apparently diving at times in search
of food, and always %o avoid danger. It is com-
monly distributed throngh our islands; and, in ad-
dition to the more extensive wesorts of water fowl,
is extremely fond of ponds, or still rivers, fringed-
with willow, brushwood, or any rank-vegetation.
Amidst these it finde shelter and a retrest in time
of danger, and a convenient breeding place. 1t isa
bird which becomes exttemely familiar, and, if un-
molested, will continue long about one spot, and
will appreach the vicinity of houses for food that
18 regularly laid for it. When pursued, it will run,
or half fly to the nearest water, and will ereep ifito
holes, or dive amidst the vegetation, the bill merely
kept above water. In this position it requires a very
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strict search to find it, allowing the stems of grasses
and brushwood to be put aside withouttmo“‘zg 3
" and, when discovered, is seen squatted under Watcr,
imn’w\'cnblc, and pemmitting itself to be liftegd, mak-
ing no struggle for cscape” until secured. .I* breeds
among eeds or ropts of brush, by the water’s edg(“,
supporting the nest upor them; and an instance 18
mentioned, by Rustices of Godalming, where the
wuesg was placed on the branch®of a spruce, twenty
fect from the water. It frequently perches on hu.shes
near the water, and on trees at a considerable height,
partienlarly when alarmed. ) ;

The European rangé, of the Common Gullinule s \
general and extensive. Out of Europe it appeas g
limited, and we do not trace it audncntical!)’ very
widely ; Dr. 8mith is said to have brought it from
Southern Africa.® 3 ”

An adolt Water-hen is a beautiful bird in £prng ;
tae base of the bill, and shigld on the forchead, now
considerably enlargzd, is a'bright red, and contrasts
well, or enlivens tha deep blackish-grey of the head,
throat, neck, and under parts ; this colour
into a deep oil-green on the upper parks, at this season
glossed with rich green refléctions, which are
on the sides of the breast; the quills are nearly pale
umber-brown, the outer edge of the first, with "_1“’
bend of the wing. white ; the tail rounded at the tip,
is black, shading into deep oil-green, and shows the
nasTow cross dark markings ineident to structure,
seen in various incessorial bigds, and in the aquatie |

* Yurrell, 4
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igenus Plotws;  On the lower part of the belly and
gvent, the feathers are tipped with greyish white,
which prevails more or less on the centre aof these
parts, and on the flanks, wherg the oil green predo-
winates, the feathers ard dashed with long streaks
of white ; the true under tuil-coverts are white, but
the feathers of the vent ave devp black, and run in
upon thom in an angular vpoint; the naked parts
of the tibim are biight vermilion-red, shading to
yellow, and often appear conspicuous; the feet and
legs are olive green. In’the female the colours
are not so bright, and the frontal shield does not
cover so large a space. il a specimen before us,
the rump is barred at the tips of the featkers with
deep brown and pale yellowish-brown, producing o
pleasing arrangement. . In the young, the frontal
skield is scarcely visible, the whole plumage has a
tint of brown spread over it ; on the throat brown-
ish-white, and on the lower parts being yellowish-
brown, paler in the cenire of the belly, and nearly
wanting the white longitudinal streaks scen in the
adults 3 the feet and legs are of a duller tint.  The
young, when newly hatched, are covered with @
Lair-like black down.

-
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COOTS,

Tue last form amorg the British Rallide,is still
more aquatic than the préeedingy, swimming freely,
and diviag expertly for its food.
» ° *
Furica, Linn.—Generic characters.—BiH strong,
* wcompressed ; colmen gently curved to the tip,
and forming a large frontal shield; nostrils
oval, medial, pervious, pierced in the mem-
brane of the nasal furrow ; maxilla with o con-
siderable apical anfde ; wings of middle length,
ratlier pointed, second quill considerably larger
than the first; legs rather short, strong, fea- |
thered nearly to the tarsal Joint; feet large ;
toes long and elender, cleft to the buse, and
bordered with a broad lobed membrane : hallux
articulated on the same. plane, bordered with

A continubus membrahe; claws sharp, gently
curved, compressed.

Typed, F. atra, Anmericana, &e.
Africe, America. .
Notd—Swim and dive with facility ; pursue their
food under water ; partially maritime ; flight
poverful ; breed among herbage growing in the

water; lay numerous eggs,

Europe, Asia,
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THE COMMON COOT.
Fulica atro, TINXXAS,
PLATE XXXIIZ.

Fulica ntra, Zian., §o.—Foulque maeroule;, Tenm.—Greater
Cooly Pern —Coot or Bald Coot of moders Britisk avthora,

[l Common Coot appears to be a constant resi-
dent in many parts of south and middle England,
in some localities making partial migrations to the
coast. To the northward, and in Scotland, it can
scarcely be considered 1aore than a summer visitant,
arriving early in the spring to breed. 1In Southern
England, where the rivers arc Froader and more
lake-like, it is found in them aswell as in broad
expanses of water; but in Scotland it mzy be con-
sidered as confined to the lochs, and to those dis-
tricts where the country has no alpine character.
We have never traced it among the wilder Highland
waters, though Dr. Neil and Mr. Dann have remark-
ed it in the Orkneys. In the south of Scotland, they
arrive in their hreeding stations early in spring. and
@ straggling few only remain during mild winters.
B?foro they have dispersed in pairs, or after having
Jo\ued when incubation has been finished, they may
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be seen in companies, diving like ducks, remaining
lang under water, and evidently Teeding. At the same
seasous; and in winter, in some of the English riv
and estuaries, they, appear to assemble in vast nura-
bers, and are pursued by regalar fowlers, who sell
them at cighteen-pence a couple. They breed among
reeds ot brush, growingiin the water, the nest being
generally placed whese it, would swim, were it not
' supperted by the stalks and ots beneath ; the nest
is very large, and mostly composed of the stalks and
leaves of aquatic plants. During this season they
will suffer a near approach, hut become shy if often
disturbed ; at other titges, the Coot is shy and rather
difficult to be got at. *When on the wing, it ﬂlg&
strongly, with the legs stretched out behind. b
There is very little variation between the sexes
except in size, the female being slightly less. In
a pair before us, shot in this vicinity, during the
* breeding scason, the bill ig pinkish-white, spreading
out on the forchead in ' large milk-white shield,
. very conspicuousand contrasted with the durk plu-
mage of the bird. The head, neck, and tail, are deep
black, the former shading into a uniform blackish-
grey, which is the only otler colour in the plumage ;
slightly paler beneath ; on the wings and back, the
shafts are darker, and are seen as narrow lines ; the
edge of the first bastard guill, and a very narrow
-' line bordering the outer quill, white; the under
surface of the winge, in sonie lights, appenrs of 4
silvery grey ; the tibim are orange; the feet and leg(
greenish-grey, -
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The young, when newly hatched, are covered with
ﬁ strong hair-like covering, black, but .u'ound the
ead red and orange-red.

White, and partially white ~arieties, sometimes
occar,

-
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Ox this Plate we have endeavoured to represent the
young of these two orders or groups of birds. Leay-
ing the Incessorial birds, w@ entered the first by
‘means of! the Pigeons, where, among the preater
part, the young were still hatched unfledged, and
were fed for sometime in the nest. In all the other
damilies, the young run almost immediately after
exclusior from the egg, and, in consequence, are
protécted by a close and ample soft down. In the
greater part of the Rasores, the colours at this time
are shades of brown, chestnut, and yellow, as in-
stanced in the Partridge. . In the Ardeade, it is
shades of grey and white. In the Scolopacidan oy
Shipes, and Charallriude or I’{:wers, it is also shadeg
of brown, chestnut, yellow, or grey, like the middj,
figure bf"the young Curlew ; while in the Rallidsf,

o
L

o .
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it is cither deep hrown or black, often mixed with
2red or orange ubout the head and neck, and, in the
quatic species, is of a much coarser or move hair-
like texture. See the figures of the young Water-
hen and Land-rail. © :

o

)

Priuted by W. IL Lizars, Edinburghe
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