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brown, through all intermediate shades to grey. The calves 
at birth are unspotted and chestnut in colour, so the baby 
reindeer cannot possibly be confused with the young of the 
native species of deer. 

In Lapland, the reindeer is mainly a domestic animal, and 
sometimes the domestic herds reach enormous numbers. 
The animals are used mainly for transport and meat and are 
branded with the special mark of their owner as are cattle 
in America. In Northern Scandinavia, however, there are 
still herds of truly wild reindeer as there are in North 
America. 

The caribou of Canada, which is simply a race of the 
European reindeer, has long been noted for its spectacular 
migrations, when great herds move en masse from one range 
to another. During this migration, the animals are often 
wantonly shot for their meat. It is notable that during the 
migration of the caribou, the wolves move with them and 
live off them, pulling down weak members and stragglers at 
every opportunity. But predation by wolves has always 
gone on without making any impact on the numbers of 

Besides its yalue as a source of meat, hide and milk, the 
reindeer is also a useful transport animal. 

caribou. Only man can cause significant reductions by his 
actions. 

The North American reindeer has provided one significant 
piece of evidence in the study of population dynamics, which 
deserves mention here. 

EXPERIMENT IN INTRODUCTION 
In the year 1911, the U.S. government, with the idea of 

providing a continuing source of fresh meat to the natives, 
turned loose twenty-one cows and one bull reindeer on 
St. Paul Island. The introduction was snccessful and in the 
spring of 1912, seventeen calves were born. For forty years 
afterwards the herd was kept under almost constant obser­
vation and counted regularly. The numbers were not in­
fluenced by pressure of hunting, which was slight, and there 
was absolutely no attack by predators of any kind, so far as 
could be observed. There was no outbreak of disease. The 
history of the herd was as follows: 

By 1921 it numbered 284 animals. Ten years later the 
number was 472. By 1938 it had reached the figure of 2046. 
Thereafter a rapid decline set in, the herd dropping in 
strength to 120 in 1948, sixty in 1949 and only eight in 1950. 

Reindeer are able to live at great heights, even in the worst 
weather, and they live on so-called reindeer moss. 

From this it would seem that the reindeer ate themselves out 
of existence. In other words, the cause of the decline was 
over-population of the range, which in turn would be partly 
due to the absence of predators. The lichens on which the 
reindeer fed required time to recover from grazing; this time 
was not allowed to the plants, so the winter supply of food 
was inadequate and the reindeer almost disappeared. 

PREDATORS 
Under natural conditions, of course, the reindeer had its 

important predators, notably the wolf, already mentioned. 
In addition, it is likely that the wolverine, which is the giant 
weasel of North America, may attack calves and young 
animals, for its strength and ferocity greatly exceed its size. 
In this connection, Thomas Pennent wrote, in 1784, that the 
wolverine " will climb a tree and throw from the bough a 
species of moss which elks and reindeer are very fond of, 
and when these animals come beneath to feed on it, will fall 
on them and destroy them ". While the idea of a wolverine 
gathering moss to attract a reindeer is unlikely, and nakedly 

The Lapps take great care of their reindeer and here we see 
a transport animal being checked over before ajourney. 
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The giant boa-constrictor can swallow a lamb whole. It lives 
among tht; of trees and, contrary to general belief, 

it is not very dangerous to human beings. 

lethal snakes is the Cobra, which lives in the forests of India. 
I t is recognised by its puffed-out neck and hood, and by its 
curious markings which look like spectacles. Death follows 
quickly on the bite of the cobra, and it seems to be the case 
that in India cobras kill more people than do man-eating 
tigers. One of the cobra's natural enemies is the mongoose, 
and in this connection the story called "Rikki-Tikki-Tavi ", 
by Rudyard Kipling, is well worth reading . 

TERRIBLE REPUTATION 
In the hot of North America there is the Rattlesnake , 

which has a terrible reputation, although, in fact, it might 
well be described as something of a gentleman because it 
gives warning of impending attack. Quite frequently, in the 
deserts of Mexico and the United States of America, a 
traveller will suddenly hear this warning rattle followed by 
the sight of the glistening head of the snake as it prepares to 
strik e. The sound is produced by the horny rings on the 
tail. When the snake is angered , the rings knock against 
one another, causing the rattling or tinkling sound, but it 
would be a great mistake to assume that rattlesnakes go out 
of their way to attack human beings. The snake .rattles 
when angered or alarme d, and its so-called at tack is really 
its defence against an imagined on itself. 

NON-VENOMOUS SNAKES 
Not all snakes are armed with poison glands either for 

defence or securin g prey. In some species a constricti on of 
the prey is the rule . This is the meth od used by Pyth ons. 
Python R eticulatus , the species found in India, is a stran gler. 
So is the Boa Constrictor, which is about the same size and 
lives in the forests of America . Either may reach a length 
of seven or eight yards with corres pondin gly thick muscular 
body. The pythons will lie in wait in the branches of a tree 
for hours at a time, pouncing on their prey from above and 
stranglin g it in a matter of minutes, dependin g on its size. 
Because of the nature of their jaws and the elasticity of their 
bodies , these snakes are able to swallow very large prey 
whole-<>ften up to the size of sheep or young deer. After 
such a meal the snake, with body now bulging, may remain 
motionless for weeks during which the meal is digested. 

The is a native. of the deserts of the United S tates 
and Mexico. The rattle is produced by the horny rings on 

the end of its tail. 

Anyone bitten by a snake has to be treated promptly. A 
ligature is tied above the bite and the wound is incised to 

mak e the blood flow. 

We must not, however, forget the harml ess snake s like the 
common grass snake and smooth snake, or the little s&ake­
like lizard called the slow-worm. Not only are these species 
harmless: they are useful . 

The skins of many snakes are used for making shoes and 
handbag s ; from other s, modern medicine obtains anti­
venin, a serum now being used successfully on victims of 
snake bite. This serum is now widely available in certain 
countries . Where it is not available, one has to have recourse 
to the old ways-that is, to incise the wound and tourniquet 
above it, thus slowing down or arresting the flow of poison 
through the system. 

Snakes have many enemies. The mongoose is the great 
snake killer in India. In Britain the hedgehog has been 
recorded killing adders and grass snakes. The secretary bird 
is a great killer of snakes, even the mole has been recorded 
killing small snakes, probably caught in mistake for earth ­
worms. But the greatest enemies of snakes are other snakes . 
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